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GRIMSHAW- 

Our  Tapes  are  made  of 
the  strongest  sheeting  ob- 
tainable. The  compound 
is  rubber,  not  tar  or  pitch 
and  it  is  calendered  into, 
not  merely  spread  on  the 
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Increased  annual   sales   for  over  a  quarter   century 

shows  others  have  found  it  so. 
You  will  too—try  these  brands  the  next  tape  you  buy. 
From  your  dealer  or 

New  York 
Insulated  Wire  Co. 

NEW  YORK  BOSTON  CHICAGO 

San  Francisco 
629  Howard  Street 

COMPETITION 


Sprague  Electric 

Alternating  and  Direct  Current 

MOTOR  EQUIPMENTS 


Universal    Application 


tmCIENT 

RELIABLE 

DURABLE 

THE 

MOTORS 

THAT 

DO 

THE 

WORK 


Bulletin 

:,      No.  3S454 
fra.e  on 
ri'qucst 


Type  D,  6-Polc  Motor 


SPRAGUE  ELECTRIC  WORKS 

OF  GENERAL  ELECTRIC   COMPANY 
MAIN    OFFICES 

527-531  West  34th  Street,  New  York 

Branch  Offices  in  Principal  Cities 
San  Francisco,  Atlas  Bide.  Seattle,  Colman  BIdg 


IN  HOTELS 

residences,  offices,  banks, 
schools,  hospitals,  factories, 
railway  cars,  passenger  ele- 
vators, steamships,  battle- 
ships, everywhere  on  land 
and  sea  you  will  find 


TME 


HOLTZER-CABOT 

ANNUNCIATORS 


We  make  them  in  wood, 
metal,  moisture  proof  and 
in  absolute  y  watertight 
cases  —  with  French, 
gravity,  marine  or  navy 
type  drops. 


Telephone  Electric  Equipment  Co. 

Agenis    SAN   FRANCISCO,   GAL.  for 

THE  HOLTZER-CABOT  ELEC.  CO.,  Boston,  Mass. 


Sell  Motors  That  Satisfy 


Build  up  your  busi- 
ness substantially  by 
giving  your  custom- 
ers full  value  for  their 
money.  Customers 
who  come  back  are 
customers  worth  hav- 

Westcrn  ElL-cinc  Motor  Operating      ing.        Sell 
^ewinj;  Machine 

}Yesferfj  fJecTric 

TRADE    MAHK 

MOTORS 

and  make  satisfied  customers.  There  is  just  the  motor  and 
the  best  motor  for  you  to  sell  and  your  customer  to  buy. 
We  carry  your  stock  and  your  stock  investment.  We  will 
"'!!L!^sSr'"^  ship  motors  from  stock  the  day  your 
Si^^^    order  reaches  us. 

^^^^^        The  Western  Electric  Company  Furnishes 
„™J^^n»a,-  Equipment  for  Every  Electrical  Need 

WESTERN    ELECTRIC    COMPANY 
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Boston 
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Chicago 
Indianapolis 
Cincinnati 
Minneapolis 
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Toronto 
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5,000,000 

"Bell" 
Telephones 

Winnipeg 
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Denver 
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Vancouver 
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A  MOTOR  DRIVEN  CITY  PUMPING  PLANT 


BY   GASKELL   S.   JACOBS. 


A  notable  installation  of  electrically  driven  turbine 
pumps  has  recently  been  made  at  the  new  Diamond 
pumping  plant  of  the  Peoples  Water  Company  at 
Fortieth  and  Diamond  streets,  Oakland. 


made  at  a  low  price,  a  consideration  of  the  low  first 
cost  of  an  electric  plant,  its  reduced  attendance  charges, 
maintenance  and  depreciation  resulted  in  the  decision 
to  install  an  electrically  operated  station.     The  subse- 


Intorior  of  Diamond  Pumpine  Plant  of  Peoples  Water  Company 


In  1907,  to  meet  the  demands  of  water  supply  in 
the  rapidly  growing  districts  of  North  Oakland  and 
Berkeley  and  to  supplement  the  Berkeley  supplies,  a 
steam  driven  reciprocating  pumping  plant  of  about  six 
million  gallons  daily  capacity  was  installed  in  this 
locality.  This  temporary  plant  showing  considerable 
deterioration  and  the  requirement  of  the  district  being 
more  definitely  established,  it  was  decided  to  abandon 
and  dismantle  the  steam  plant,  and  install  a  permanent 
booster  plant  in  its  place.  Satisfactory  arrangements 
for  a  dependable  supply  of  electric  power  having  been 


quent  performance  and  reduced  operating  costs  of  the 
plant,  which  has  been  running  since  June  1,  1911,  have 
confirmed  the  wisdom  of  this  decision. 

The  plant  is  located  on  the  east  side  of  Diamond 
street,  south  of  Fortieth,  opposite  the  old  steam  sta- 
tion, at  an  elevation  of  about  83  ft.  The  plant  is  housed 
in  an  ample,  well-lighted  building  30x44  ft.  in  plan 
with  walls  18  ft.  high  of  reinforced  concrete,  with  a 
steel  roof  structure  and  concrete  slab  roof  and  floors. 
The  walls  are  finished  inside  and  out  with  cement 
plaster.    At  night  the  station  is  lighted  by  six  clusters 
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Plan  of  Diamond  Pmnpingr  Plant 


of  three  60-watt  Mazda  lamps  each.  A  small  room 
containing  lockers,  stores,  and  conveniences  is  par- 
titioned off  at  a  rear  corner  of  the  building. 

The  present  installation  provides  for  a  pumping 
capacity  of  six  million  gallons  daily  under  a  variable 
head  of  from  220  to  280  ft.,  in  three  units,  with  space 
for  a  fourth  similar  unit,  making  an  ultimate  capacity 
of  eight  million  gallons  per  day,  thus  insuring  both 
flexibility  and  reserve,  with  provision  for  future  in- 
crease in  consumption.  The  supply  is  taken  from  a 
16-in.  main  on  Fortieth  street  into  which  are  connected 
the  ends  of  the  network  of  the  distributing  pipes  of  the 
City  of  Oakland,  and  is  carried  into  the  station  through 
two  10-in.  intake  pipes  with  regulating  gates  operated 
inside  the  building.  The  discharge  main,  16  in.  in 
diameter  and  over  13,000  ft.  in  length,  runs  out  Broad- 
way, College  avenue  and  Webster  street  to  Claremont 
reservoir,  situated  at  an  elevation  of  295  ft.,  supplying 
the  intermediate  sections  of  Oakland  and  Berkeley 
through  branch  mains  and,  in  addition,  a  part  of  the 
Linda  Vista  district.  At  night  the  pressure  is  high, 
the  water  flowing  directly  to  the  reservoir;  during  the 
day,  however,  the  pressure  at  the  pumps  is  reduced, 
due  to  the  use  of  water  along  the  line,  the  supply  being 
then  furnished  from  both  ends  of  the  main.  The  pumps 
respond  easily  to  these  variations  in  pressure  and 
delivery  and  are  so  designed  as  to  keep  approximately 
constant  full  load  on  the  motors  without  a  reduction 
in  efficiency. 

The  water  flows  into  a  covered  sump  20  ft.  in 
diameter  and  7  ft.  deep  at  the  rear  of  the  building  with 
an  electrically  operated  high  and  low  water  alarm, 
thence  through  a  tunnel  under  the  building,  in  which 
are  the  pits  for  the  suction  pipes,  which  drop  through 


openings  in  the  floor  above.  A  12-in.  tile  drain  leading 
to  a  nearby  storm  sewer  carries  the  overflow  from  the 
tunnel.  There  are  three  8-in.,  2-stage,  horizontal  tur- 
bine pumps  running  at  a  speed  of  1780  r.p.m.,  direct 
connected  by  flexible  leather  link  couplings  to  440-volt, 
3-phase  induction  motors  rated  150  h.p.  each.  The 
pumps  are  fitted  with  ring  oiling  bearings,  water  sealed 
stuffing  boxes,  enclosed  non-overloading  runners,  re- 
newable diffusion  vanes,  and  adjustable  thrust  balance. 
They  are  primed  by  direct  pressure  from  the  mains, 
the  suctions  being  provided  with  foot  valves.  The 
discharge  pressure  varies  from  95  to  120  lb.  per  sq.  in., 
and  the  suction  lift  averages  9  ft.  with  a  delivery  of 
1800  to  1400  gallons  per  minute,  over  which  range  a 
pump  efficiency  of  better  than  70  per  cent  is  main- 
tained. 

The  induction  motors  have  squirrel  cage  windings, 
enclosed  frames,  with  ventilating  fan  blades  attached 
to  rotor.  Their  normal  full  load  power  factor  is  96 
per  cent,  and  under  the  steady  full  load  show  a  high 
efficiency.  They  are  mounted  on  the  extended  base 
plates  of  the  pumps. 

The  operation  of  the  station  is  noticeable  for  its 
smoothness,  uniformity,  and  absence  of  all  shock  and 
disturbance  in  the  discharge  main.  Each  pump  dis- 
charge is  fitted  with  check  and  gate  valves  and  long 
sweep  fittings  connect  them  to  the  main  16-in.  dis- 
charge header.  These  gates  are  not  manipulated  while 
running,  the  pumps  automatically  responding  to  all 
changes  of  pressure  and  delivery.  The  intakes  and 
discharge  mains  are  regulated  from  a  group  of  valves 
in  a  pit  at  the  front  of  the  building  and  operated  from 
wheel  stands  above.     In  full  view  of  the  operator  at 
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the  wheels,  are  placed  the  indicating  gauges,  mounted 
on  a  slate  panel. 

The  power  demand  of  the  station  is  uniform  and 
continuous  throughout  the  day  and  night,  and  is  sup- 
plied from  a  3-phase,  4-wire,  4000-volt  line  from  the 
Temescal  substation  of  the  Oakland  Gas,  Light  &  Heat 
Company.  It  is  connected  through  an  underground 
service  and  an  11,000-volt  oil  station  switch  to  a  bank 
of  three  125-kw.  transformers,  placed  within  the  build- 
ing and  stepping  down  to  440  volts  for  the  motors. 
These  transformers  are  supplied  with  220-volt  taps  for 
starting  the  motors,  thus  obviating  the  use  of  starting 
compensators. 

The  switchboard  consists  of  five  slate  panels,  one 
for  the  station  switch  and  motors,  four  remaining  for 
triple  pole,  double  throw  oil  switches.  These  switches 
are  provided  with  overload  and  no  voltage  releases  and 
are  interlocked,  being  used  to  throw  over  the  motors 
from  the  starting  to  running  voltage.  All  the  bus  bars, 
wiring,  current  and  potential  transformers  for  meters, 
high  tension  feeders  and  switchboard  panels  are  carried 
on  a  pipe  frame,  which  also  serves  as  a  railing  en- 
closure for  the  electrical  apparatus.  All  conduits  for 
wires,  supplying  light  and  power  are  concealed  in  the 
walls  and  floor  of  the  building.  All  small  water  pipes 
for  station  use  and  pump  priming  are  buried  in  the 
concrete  floor,  and  the  drains  from  the  pumps  discharge 


Switchboard  and  Transformers. 

into  a  vitrified  conduit  under  the  floor  connecting  with 
the  overflow.  The  motor  leads  are  3-conductor  lead- 
covered  cables  running  in  conduits  under  the  floor  from 
the  switches  back  of  the  switchboard  to  the  motor 
terminals,  both  ends  being  provided  with  porcelain 
outlet  bushings. 

To  measure,  indicate  and  register  the  delivery 
from  the  pumps,  a  16x8  in.  Venturi  meter  is  set  in  the 
main  discharge  line  just  without  the  building,  and  the 
pressure  pipes  run  to  an  automatic  indicator  and  re- 
corder at  the  end  of  the  main  switchboard.  Each  pump 
is  equipped  with  pressure  and  vacuum  gauges.  The 
station  output  is  measured  by  recording  pressure 
gauges,  and  the  recording  meter,  the  switchboard  in- 
struments account  for  all  the  power  consumed,  so  that 
the  performance  of  the  station  at  all  times  is  closely 
known. 


The  pumps  were  furnished  by  the  Byron  Jackson 
Iron  Works.  The  switches,  switchboard,  motors, 
transformers,  and  other  electrical  equipment  by  the 
General  Electric  Company,  and  the  complete  design 
and  plans  of  the  station,  the  pumping  and  electrical 
equipment,  construction  of  the  building,  and  instal- 
lation of  the  machinery  was  in  charge  of  the  writer  as 
assistant  engineer  of  the  Peoples  Water  Company. 


INDUSTRIAL  LIGHTING. 

The  National  Association  of  Manufacturers'  com- 
mittee on  ventilation,  heat  and  light  find  that  the  effect 
of  varying  character  of  artificial  light  on  the  quan- 
tity and  quality  of  product  produced  may  be  and  very 
often  is  very  great  and,  consequently,  affects  the  cost 
of  production  to  a  very  considerable  extent;  and  feels 
that  it  is  a  matter  of  ordinary  observation  to  those  at 
all  expert  in  the  question  of  artificial  lighting  that 
factory  lighting,  generally  speaking,  is  very  far  from 
what  it  ought  to  be.  The  following  statement  is  a 
brief  summary  of  the  principal  defects  which  are  ordi- 
narily to  be  found. 

In  very  many  cases  there  is  insufficient  illumina- 
tion. This  condition,  however,  is  rapidly  improving 
as  the  result  of  the  advent  of  lamps  of  various  kinds 
of  much  higher  efficiency  than  anything  that  has  been 
available  in  the  past.  It  is  a  fact,  however,  that  in  a 
great  many  cases  where  the  absolute  amount  of 
illumination  is  sufficient,  the  light  is  nevertheless  ex- 
ceedingly unsatisfactory  for  various  reasons.  If  the 
light  falls  on  the  work  from  the  wrong  direc- 
tion, not  only  is  there  great  liability  that  awk- 
ward shadows  of  the  machinery  or  of  the  oper- 
ative's body  will  interfere  with  the  work,  but  in 
addition  if  light  is  reflected  from  polished  portions  of 
the  machinery  or  from  the  work  itself  directly  into  the 
eyes  of  the  operative,  the  results  will  be  anything  but 
satisfactory.  Failure  of  light  to  come  in  the  right 
direction  is  often  distressing  to  the  eyesight  and  also, 
in  addition,  since  it  may  cause  the  operative  to  work 
in  an  unnatural  position,  it  may  result  in  unnecessary 
bodily  fatigue  as  well.  Such  unfortunate  results  are 
often  obtained  if  an  attempt  is  made  to  light  a  work- 
room with  too  few  sources  of  light.  Under  these  con- 
ditions, although  some  operatives  may  receive  a  satis- 
factory light,  others  are  extremely  likely  to  get  the 
light  in  the  wrong  direction,  with  the  unsatisfactory 
results  above  enumerated. 

Another  very  common  defect  in  factory  lighting 
is  the  exposure  of  the  eyes  of  the  workers  to  the  direct 
beams  of  very  brilliant  lamps.  The  use  of  bare  incan- 
descent lamps  is  almost  invariably  not  only  insufficient, 
but  also  dangerous.  Generally,  however,  there  is  no 
difficulty  in  avoiding  this  trouble  if  proper  care  is 
taken. 

Still  another  defect  often  seen  is  either  too  great 
or  too  little  contrast  in  the  illumination  of  rooms.  The 
former  of  these  is  by  far  the  most  common  and  as  an 
example  might  be  given  work  on  sewing  machines, 
v/here  individual  lamps  with  opaque  reflectors  are  sup- 
plied which  brilliantly  illuminate  the  machines,  but 
leave  the  rest  of  the  room  in  comparative  darkness. 
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METHODS  OF  CALCULATING  ILLUMINA- 
TION.' 

BY    L.    S.    TWOMEY. 

In  taking  up  the  subject  of  illumination  calcula- 
tions, it  is  first  necessary  to  obtain  a  clear  conception 
of  certain  fundamental  principles,  definitions  and  units. 
Let  us  consider  a  symmetrical  light  source  at  the  center 
of  a  sphere.  The  total  flux  of  light,  which  is  measured 
in  lumens,  flowing  away  from  this  source,  we  will 
designate  as  F.  The  flux  per  unit  of  solid  angle  is 
the  intensity  I  and  is  the  measure  of  the  candle  power 
of  the  source.  From  this  it  is  seen  that  for  a  point 
source,  candle  power  is  independent  of  distance  from 
the  source,  as  the  same  flux  is  within  the  cone  at  all 
distances. 

The  luminous  flux  falling  on  the  interior  of  the 
sphere  produces  the  illumination  E,  which  may  be 
defined  as  the  quantity  of  flux  per  unit  area  of  the 


surface  illuminated.    Hence  E  =  ■ 


.  If  our  light 


source  has  an  intensity  of  1  candle  in  all  directions, 
the  amount  of  flux  contained  in  each  unit  solid  angle 
will  be  one  lumen,  and  if  the  sphere  be  considered 
as  having  a  radius  of  1  foot,  it  follows  that  each  square 
foot  of  its  surface  receives  one  lumen  from  the  source. 
and  by  definition,  the  illumination  produced  is  one 
foot  candle.  The  total  flux  flowing  away  from  the 
source  is  one  spherical  candle,  and  since  there  are  4^ 
units  of  solid  angle  in  the  sphere,  1  spherical  candle 
=  47r  lumens. 

Since  the  area  subtended  by  one  unit  of  solid 
angle  varies  directly  with  the  square  of  the  radius, 
and  for  a  given  candle  power  the  flux  within  the  angle 
remains  constant,  it  follows  that  the  flux  falling  on 
one  unit  of  area,  together  with  the  illumination,  varies 
inversely  with  the  square  of  the  radius.  This  is  known 
as  the  law  of  inverse  squares. 

In  practical  lighting  units,  the  distribution  of 
light  is  symmetrical  only  about  one  axis.  It  is  there- 
fore necessary  that  we  have  some  method  of  ascer- 
taining the  total  light  flux  and  its  distribution  about 
the  source.  It  is  customary  to  obtain  the  polar  distri- 
bution curve  of  light  about  the  source,  and  then  to 
calculate  the  total  flux  by  one  of  several  different 
methods. 

The  polar  distribution  curve  is  usually  obtained 
by  measuring  the  candle  power  at  a  number  of  angular 
positions  in  a  plane  containing  the  axis  of  symmetry. 
The  unit  is  generally  rotated  about  this  axis  while  the 
readings  are  being  taken,  in  order  to  equalize  any 
possible  lack  of  symmetry.  Thus  it  will  be  seen  that 
each  reading  is  the  candle  power  at  the  center  of  a 
zone  of  the  sphere.  (See  Fig.  1).  Several  such  distri- 
bution curves  are  shown  in  Fig.  15,  16  and  17. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  the  total  number  of 
lumens  emitted  by  the  source  is  not  in  any  way  pro- 
portional to  the  area  of  the  distribution  curve.  A  light 
source  of  uniform  candle  power  in  all  directions,  radi- 
ates  a  greater  flux  in  a  zone  near  the  horizontal  than 

■Paper    presented    before    San    Francisco    Section    A  I  B  E 
June   23,    1911.  '     '     '' 


i*  does  in  an  equiangular  zone  near  the  vertical.  This 
is  readily  seen,  because  the  area  of  the  zone  nearer 
the  horizontal  is  greater  than  that  of  the  zone  nearer 
the  vertical. 


Fig.    1. 

There  are  several  methods  of  obtaining  the  total 
flux  from  the  distribution  curve,  including  the  Rous- 
seau diagram,  the  Kennelly  diagram,  and  the  Fluxo- 
lite  diagram. 

Rousseau  Diagram. 

The  Rousseau  diagram  is  the  oldest  of  these  meth- 
ods, and  is  shown  in  Fig.  2.  The  distribution  curve  is 
plotted  on  ordinary  polar  co-ordinate  paper  at  the 
left,  while  the  Rousseau  diagram  is  shown  at  the  right. 
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Fig-.    2.     Eosseau   Diagram. 

This  sheet  is  laid  out  by  projecting  the  various  polar 
radii  to  form  the  horizontal  lines,  the  vertical  lines 
being  to  a  uniform  scale,  and  representing  candle 
power.  The  candle  power  readings  are  plotted  on 
this  sheet  at  their  respective  angular  positions,  and 
the  average  ordinate  of  the  curve  is  proportional  to 
the  total  flux  emitted  by  the  source.  Similarly  the  av- 
erage ordinate  of  the  curve  for  any  zone  is  propor- 
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tional  to  the  flux  emitted  in  that  zone.  In  practice 
it  is  customary  to  measure  the  area  of  the  curve  with 
a  planimeter,  and  then  from  this  area  and  the  scak 
to  which  the  curve  is  plotted,  to  obtain  the  mean  spher- 
ical candle  power  of  the  unit.  Multiplying  this  value 
by  4ir  gives  the  result  in  lumens.  If  the  Rousseau 
diagram  be  divided  into  twelve  areas  of  equal  height, 
the  ordinates  at  the  centers  of  these  zones  may  be 
read,  and  their  sum,  divided  by  twelve  will  give  the 
approximate  average  ordinate  of  the  diagram  without 
the  use  of  a  planimeter. 

This  forms  the  basis  of  the  method  of  obtaining 
spherical  intensity  by  direct  average.     (See  Fig.  3). 


Fig.  3.     Spherical  Intensity  by  Direct  Average. 

The  various  radii  are  located  by  projecting  the  centers 
of  the  zones  of  equal  height  onto  the  circle.  This  dia- 
gram can  be  drawn  on  transparent  celluloid  and  laid 
over  a  distribution  curve,  and  the  candle  power  value 
read  at  the  intersection  of  each  radius  with  the  distri- 
bution curve.  These  readings  will  be  the  same  as  those 
obtained  at  the  centers  of  the  zones  of  equal  height 
on  the  Rousseau  diagram,  and,  on  being  averaged,  will 
be  numerically  equal  to  the  M.  S.  C.  P.  of  the  curve. 

Based  on  the  Rousseau  diagram  is  a  series  of  con- 
stants which  may  be  used  for  obtaining  an  approxi- 
rriate  value  of  the  mean  spherical  candle  power  or  mean 


Angles 

M.ac.p. 

M.H.S.C.P. 

at  which  C.P.  is  read, 

Constants     ■ 

Constants 

0-10-170-  ISO 

.0038 

.0076 

10  -20  -160  -  170 

.0113 

.0226 

20  -  30  -150  -  160 

.0184 

.0368 

30  -40  -140  -  150 

.0250 

.0500 

40  -  50  -  130  -  140 

.0308 

.0616 

50  -  60  -120  -  130 

.0357 

.0714 

60-70  -110  -120 

.0395 

.0790 

70  -  80  -  100  -110 

.0421 

.0842 

SO  -  90  -    90-100 

.0434 

.0868 

Fig.    4.     Multipliers    for    Obtaining    M.  S.  C.  P.    and 
M.  H.  S.  C.  P,   from   Candle   Power   Reading. 

hemispherical  candle  power.  (See  Fig.  4).  The  approxi- 
mation lies  only  in  the  assumption  that  the  curve  is 
a  straight  line  between  readings.  This  assumption  is 
made,  however,  in  almost  all  practical  work.  To  use 
these  constants  it  is  only  necessary  to  add  the  four 


candle  power  readings  at  the  various  angles  denoted 
in  each  line  of  the  first  column,  multiplying  the  result 
by  the  constant  given  in  the  second  column.  After 
proceeding  through  the  whole  distribution  curve  in 
this  manner,  the  sum  of  the  products  will  be  numeri- 
cally equal  to  the  mean  spherical  candle  power  of  the 
curve. 

Similarly,  to  obtain  either  the  upper  or  lower  mean 
hemispherical  candle  power,  add  the  two  candle  power 
readings  at  the  angles  denoted  in  each  line  of  the  first 
column,  using  the  upper  or  lower  hemispherical  read- 
ings as  desired,  and  multiply  the  sum  by  the  constant 
in  the  third  column.  The  sum  of  these  products  will  be 
numerically  equal  to  the  mean  hemispherical  candle 
power  of  the  curve. 


90- 


Fig.  5.     Construction  of  Kennelly  Diagram. 

Kennelly  Diagram. 

The  Kennelly  diagram  has  the  advantage  of  re- 
quiring only  a  protracter  and  pair  of  compasses  for  its 
construction.  See  Fig.  5.  The  construction  is  best 
shown  by  means  of  an  example.  On  the  distribution 
curve  shown  in  the  figure,  with  O  as  a  center  and  the 
radius  equal  to  the  mid  candle  power  of  the  75-90  de- 
gree zone  describe  the  arc  ab,  and  the  angle  between 
Oa  and  Ob  being  15  degrees.  Then  with  a  radius 
equal  to  the  mid  candle  power  of  the  60-75  degree 
zone  and  center  P  on  Ob,  describe  a  second  arc  be, 
the  angle  between  Pb  and  Pc  being  15  degrees.  Then 
with  a  radius  equal  to  the  mid  candle  power  of  the  45- 
60  degrees,  and  a  center  q  on  Pc,  describe  the  third  arc, 
the  angle  between  qc  and  qd  being  15  degrees.  This 
process  is  continued  throughout  the  lower  hemisphere, 
and  if  the  diagram  is  accurately  constructed,  the  line 
tg  will  be  vertical.  The  procedure  in  the  upper  hem- 
isphere is  similar.  Project  the  points  J  and  g  on  the 
vertical,  and  one-half  the  distance  J'  g'  to  scale  of 
the  curve  is  numerically  equal  to  the  mean  spherical 
candle  power,  the  length  OJ'  the  mean  upper  hemi- 
spherical candle  power  and  the  length  Og'  the  mean 
lower  hemispherical  candle  power. 
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Fluxolite  Diagram. 

The  Fluxolite  diagram  is  one  of  the  most  con- 
venient methods  of  determining  the  flux  in  lumens  in 
any  zone  or  for  the  whole  distribution  curve.  (See  Fig. 
6).  It  can  be  assumed  without  material  error,  that  the 
flux  in  any  zone  <^  =  area  of  zone  x  mid  candle  power 
of  zone.  Since  the  areas  of  equiangular  zones  of  a 
sphere  are  proportional  to  the  sines  of  their  bisecting 
angles,  measured  from  the  axis  of  the  zones,  ^  =  K I 

sin  a. 

Where  4>  =  flux  in  zone,  a  =  bisecting  angle  of 
zone,  I  =  Mid  candle  power  of  zone,  K  =  constant  of 
proportionality. 

But  I  sin  a  =  horizontal  projection  of  mid  candle 
power. 

Therefore,  <^  =  K  horizontal  projection  of  mid 
candle  power. 


To  use  these  constants  it  is  only  necessary  to 
measure,  to  scale  of  curve,  the  horizontal  projections 
of  the  mid  candle  powers  of  the  various  zones,   (See 


Width  of  zones 
5  degrees 
10  degrees 
15  degrees 
20  degrees 
25  degrees 

-  30  degrees 
35  degrees 
40  degrees 
45  degrees 


Constants 
0.548 
1.098 
1.64 
2.18 
2.72 
3.25 
3.77 
4,3 
4.8 


Pro- 


Flg.    7.     Constants    for    Use   With   Horizontal 

Sections   of  Mid   Candle   Power   of   Equiangular 
Zones. 


to  20  30  ^9  5o 

Fig.    6.     Fluxolite    Diagram. 


To  evaluate  K.    Area  of  zone,  A  ■■ 


J   aj 


a  da  ^  2  TT  R  [cos  a=  —  cos  ai] . 

But  since  A  =  K  sin  a  (bisecting  angle) 


a2  —  ai 


and  a  =  ai+ 


Fig.  7),  and  to  multiply  the  sum  of  the  projections  by 
the  proper  value  of  K,  depending  on  the  angular  width 
of  the  zones.  The' result  will  be  given  directly  in  lumens, 
which  may  be  reduced  to  mean  spherical  candles  by 
dividing  by  4^7.  Similarly  the  mean  hemispherical 
candle  power  may  be  obtained  by  dividing  the  flux 
ii)  the  desired  hemisphere  by  2^. 

Referring  to  the  values  of  K  given  in  the  table, 
we  see  that  the  value  for  10  degree  zones  is  1.098.  If 
the  distribution  curve  be  plotted  on  polar  co-ordinate 
paper  so  dimensioned  that  1.098  inches  equals  some 
multiple  of  the  candle  power,  the  horizontal  projec- 
tions may  be  measured  directly  in  inches  and  on  multi- 
plying the  sum  of  the  projections  by  the  multiple  of 
the  candle  power,  the  result  will  be  the  flux  in  lumens. 

Mr.  Norman  Macbeth  has  designed  a  polar  flux 
scale  which  may  be, used  to  measure  the  horizontal 
projections,  giving  the  result  directly  in  lumens.  It  is 
necessary,  however,  to  use  this  scale  only  with  the  par- 
ticular polar  co-ordinate  paper  for  which  it  was  de- 
signed. 

We  have  taken  up  in  detail  all  of  the  more  com- 
mon methods  of  obtaining  the  amount  of  light  avail- 
able for  illuminating  purposes  from  a  given  lightmg 
unit  and  may  now  proceed  to  the  various  methods  of 
calculating  the  illumination. 

In  order  to  compare  the  illumination  produced  by 
different  installations,  it  is  necessary  to  select  some 
plane  on  which  to  measure  the  intensity.  It  is  common 
>  practice  to  select  a  horizontal  plane  at  a  height  de- 

termined by  the  purpose  for  which  the  illumination 
is  to  be  used.  This  "working  plane"  as  it  is  called, 
2  TT  R  sin  would  be  at  the  level  of  the  desk  tops  in  offices  and  at 
the  level  of  counter  tops  in  stores. 

Point  by  Point  Method. 

One  of  the  methods  in  use,  is  known  as  the  point 
by  point  method,  (See  Fig.  8).    This  method  takes  no 


aj  —  ai 
[  K  sini  a  H |  =  2  tt  R  [cos  a^  —  cos  ai] . 


Solving  for  K.    K  =  2  tt  R 


cos  ai  —  cos  a2 


(a=  —  ai  x 


smi  at 


Substituting  the  various  values  for  ai  and  az  in  the 
above  equation  we  obtain  the  values  of  K  for  zones 
of  various  angular  widths. 


Point    By    Point    Method. 
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account  of  wall  and  ceiling  reflection,  but  is  neverthe- 
less useful  in  determining  the  comparative  uniformity 
of  illumination  from  different  sources  and  for  deter- 
mining heights  and  spacing  of  units. 

Referring  to  the  figure,  let  a  =  angle  which 
light  rays  make  with  vertical ;  !« =  candle  power  in 
direction  SB  at  angle  a  from  vertical ;  E°  =  Illumina- 
tion on  plane  CD  normal  to  Sb ;  E"  =  Illumination  on 
horizontal  plane  AB ;  d  =  distance  from  point  beneath 
source  to  point  where  illumination  value  is  desired ; 
h  =  height  of  lamp  above  horizontal  plane ;  I  =  dis- 
tance from  source  to  point  B.  Then  the  illumination 
at  point  B  on  plane  cD, 

la 

:■,,:■  En 


Then  from  the  distribution  curve  find  the  candle 
power  at  the  angle  a  and  multiply  this  by  the  illumi- 
nation from  the  one  candle  power  source. 

The  results  calculated  in  the  above  manner  may 
be  represented  graphically  as  shown  in  Fig.  10,  where 


r 


Since 


I  =  - 


cos  a 


I»  cos°  a 


E" 


Also 


Therefore 


Eh  =  E"  cos  a 
I  cos'  a 


E>.  =  . 


The  value  of  I'  is  found  from  the  distribution  curve 
of  the  source  under  discussion  and  the  value  of  a  may 
be  computed  from  the  values  of  h  and  d.  To  facili- 
tate this  work  various  tables  (See  Fig.  9),  have  been 
computed,  giving  the  values  of  the  angle  a  for  various 
values  of  h  and  d,  together  with  the  illumination  pro- 
duced at  the  corresponding  points  on  the  horizontal 
plane  by  a  one  candle  power  source.  To  use  this  table 
it  is  only  necessary  to  look  up  the  value  of  a  for  the 
assumed  values  of  h  and  d,  together  with  illumination 
produced  at  the  point  by  the  one  candle  power  source. 


^,         — ' 


the  abscissae  represent  various  horizontal  distances 
from  the  source,  and  the  ordinates  represent  the  cor- 
responding illumination  in  foot  candles. 

The  first  step  in  designing  a  system  of  illumina- 
tion for  a  given  room  is  to  select  the  intensity  in  foot 
candles.  The  intensity  varies  with  different  classes 
of  service  and  considerable  care  should  be  used  in 
making  this  assumption.  Values  are  given  in  Fig.  11 
for  several  common  classes  of  service. 

Light  Intensity 
Class   of  Service  in 

Foot  Candles 

Auditoriums    (General   Illumination) 1  to  3 

Tlieatres  "  "  1  to  3 

Churches  "  "  2  to   3 

Reading  Rooms  1  to  3 

Residences    (General  Illumination) 1  to  2 

Desk  Illumination 2  to  5 

Postal  Service 2  to  5 

Bookkeeping 3  to  5 

Stores,  (General  Illumination)   2  to  5 

Stores,  Clothing 4  to  7 

Drafting 5  to  10 

Engraving 5  to  10 


Xntenslty  of  Illumination  in 


Foot-Candles    on   Horizontal  Planes  at  Points  at  Various 
An^le  Between  l^i^lit  Bay  and  Iiine  Perpendicular  to 


Fig.   11. 

Distances  from  a  Ugrlit  Source  of  1  Candle-1 
Plane  niaminated 
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13°15' 
.00319 

16°24' 
.00306 

10°26' 
.00290 

22°23' 
.06274 

25°12' 
.00256 

27°54' 
.00239 

30°2S' 
.00222 

32°54' 
.00205 

35°)3' 
.00189 

37°24' 
.00174 

39°29' 

:00159 

41°25' 
.00146 

43°16' 
.00134 

45°  0' 
.00122 

46°38' 
.00112 

48°11' 
.00103 

49°39' 
.00094 

3 

0°  0' 
.00309 

3°  11' 
.00307 

6°  20' 
.00303 

9°  28' 
.00297 

12<'32' 
.00287 

15°32' 
.00276 

18°26' 
.00264 

21°14' 
.00250. 

23°55' 
.00236 

26°34' 
.00221 

29°  3' 
.00206 

31°26' 
.00192 

33°42' 
.00178 

35°49' 
.00165 

37°52' 
00152 

39°4S' 
.00140 

41°3S' 
.00129 

43°22' 
.00119 

45°  0' 
.00109 

46°33' 
.00100 

48°  0' 
.00092 

W 

0°  0' 
,00277 

3°  1' 
.00276 

6°  0' 
.00273 

8°  58' 
.00267 

11°53' 
00260 

14°45' 
.00251 

17°31' 
.00240 

20°13' 
.00229 

22°50' 
.002)7 

25°21' 
00206 

27°45' 
.1K!192 

30°  4' 
.00180 

32°17' 
.00167 

34°23' 
.00156 

36°23' 
00145 

3S°17' 
00134 

40°  6' 
.00124 

41°49' 
.60115 

43°27' 
.00106 

45°  0' 
-.00098 

46°29' 
.00090 

■20 

0°  0' 
.00250 

2°  52' 
.00249 

5°  43' 
.00246 

8°  32- 
.00242, 

11°19' 
.00236 

14°  2' 
00228 

16°42' 
.00219 

19°]7' 
00210 

21°48' 
.00200 

24°14' 
.00190 

26°34' 
.00179 

28°49' 
.00168 

30°5S' 
.00158 

33°  2' 
.00147 

35°  0' 
00137 

36°52' 
.00128 

38°40' 
.00119 

40°22' 
,00111 

4)°59' 
.00)03 

43«32' 
.00095 

45°  0' 
.00088 

Fie.  9. 
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In  this  connection  Fechner's  law  of  vision  is  of 
great  importance.    This  law  is  briefly  as  follows : 

The  sensations  produced  on  the  optic  nerves  vary- 
approximately  as  the  logarithms  of  the  values  of  the 
stimuli  producing  the  sensations.  In  other  words,  the 
same  change  in  sensation  is  produced  by  increasing 
from  2  to  4  foot  candles  as  by  increasing  from  4  to 
8,  from  6  to  12  and  so  on.  After  the  desired  illumina- 
tion value  has  been  assumed,  there  are  several  methods 
of  procedure,  all  based  on  the  results  of  tests  of  the 
equipment,  and  the  class  of  room  under  considera- 
tion. 

The  total  number  of  effective  lumens  required  is 
obtained  by  multiplying  the  area  to  be  lighted  in 
square  ft.,  by  the  assumed  foot  candle  value. 

Due  to  the  absorption  of  the  reflectors,  walls,  etc., 
only  a  portion  of  the  lumens  emitted  by  the  source 
are  effective  on  the  working  plane,  so  that  it  is  neces- 
sary to  have  data  on  previous  tests  in  order  to  calcu- 
late the  total  wattage  required.  Fig  12  shows  the 
effective  lumens  per  watt  for  various  lamps  equipped 
with  Holophane  reflectors  in  rooms  having  either  light 
or  dark  walls. 


Ijamps 

Mazda 

Mazda 

Mazda 

Mazda 

Gem 

Gem 

3.1  Watt  Carbon 

3.1  Watt  Carbon 


Reflectors 
Clear  Holophane 
Clear  Holophane 
Enameled  or  satin  fin. 
Enameled  or  satin  fin. 
Clear  Holophane 
Clear  Holophane 
Clear  Holophane 
Clear  Holophane 

Fig.   12. 


Walls     Constant 


Light 

5. 

Dark 

4. 

Light 

4.3 

Dark 

3.4 

Light 

2.2 

Dark 

1.8 

Light 

1.8 

Dark 

1.5 

The  total  watts  required  is  found  by  dividing  the 
total  number  of  effective  lumens  required  by  the  effect- 
ive lumens  per  watt  constant. 

(sq.  ft.  X  foot  candles)  =  effective  lumens 
watts  = 


effective  lumens  per  watt  constant. 

The  above  method  is  open  to  two  serious  objec- 
tions; first  the  wide  limits  over  which  the  wall  condi- 
tions are  defined,  and  second,  the  fact  that  the  lumens 
per  watt  constants  are  based  on  a  definite  watts  per 
candle  of  the  lamps.  As  the  watts  per  candle  values 
have  been  changed  from  time  to  time,  this  is  a  rather 
serious  objection  to  the  method,  as  it  requires  a  new 
set  of  constants  for  each  change. 

If,  however,  the  constants  be  based  only  on  the 
percentage  of  the  total  generated  lumens  which  is 
effective  on  the  working  plane  under  given  conditions, 
changes  in  the  lamp  efficiency  will  not  affect  the  values 
of  the  constants.  A  table  of  such  illumination  con- 
stants is  given  in  Fig.  13. 


Lamp. 
Mazda 
Mazda 
Mazda 
Gem 
Gem 
Gem 
3.1  watt 
3.1  watt 


car. 
car. 


Equipment. 
Clear  Holophane  Reflector 
Clear  Holophane  Reflector 
Clear  Holophane  Reflector 
Clear  Holopj.:.ne  Reflector 
Clear  Holophane  Reflector 
Clear  Holophane  Reflector 
Clear  Holophane  Reflector 
Clear  Holophane  Reflector 

Fig.    13. 


Con- 

Ceiling. 

Walls. 

stant. 

Light 

Light 

.625 

Light 

Dark 

.575 

Dark 

Dark 

.50 

Light 

Light 

.57 

Light 

Dark 

.45 

Dark 

Dark 

.38 

Light 

Light 

.57 

Light 

Dark 

.45 

The  method  of  applying  these  constants  is  as 
follows :  Multiply  the  area  to  be  lighted,  expressed  in 
square  feet,  by  the  desired  foot  candle  intensity.    This 


gives  the  effective  lumens  required,  which  should  be 
divided  by  the  proper  illumination  constant.  The  re- 
sult is  the  total  lumens  required  to  produce  the  de- 
sired illumination.  By  referring  to  a  table  of  total 
lumens  given  out  by  each  of  the  various  sizes  and 
classes  of  lamps,   (See  Fig.  14),  it  is  a  simple  matter 

TOTAL  LtTMENS  GIVEN  BY 

TANTALUM        GEM         CARBON 
100-125   200-250   100-125   200-250   100-125   100-125   200-250 


Rated 

Watts 

-     MAZDA 

100-125 

200-25 

volts 

VOltE 

10 

20 

25 

187. 

30 

35 

40 

319. 

45 

302. 

50 

60 

498. 

402. 

80 

100 

830. 

671. 

120 

150 

1245. 

1006. 

250 

2168. 

1677. 

400 

3470. 

500 

4335. 

4035. 

volts       volts 


126. 


221. 


277. 


443. 


252. 


398 


volts 

VO 

21.2 

50.3 

83.6 

96.4 

162. 

207. 

174. 

249. 

20S. 

337. 

419. 

349. 

419. 

yolts 


84. 


171, 


341, 


Fig.    14 

to  determine  the  necessary  wattage  and  the  size  and 
number  of  lamps.  Changes  in  the  watts  per  candle 
of  the  lamps  necessitate  only  a  revision  of  the  lumens 
table. 

All  that  now  remains  is  to  distribute  the  lamps 
according  to  the  proper  spacing  and  height.  This  is  a 
matter  largely  governed  by  experience,  although  sev- 
eral manufacturers  offer  valuable  suggestions  and  rules 
for  installing  their  products.  In  the  absence  of  these 
rules  it  is  necessary  to  use  something  of  a  "cut  and 
try"  method,  checking  up  each  proposed  spacing  for 
uniformity  by  means  of  the  point  by  point  method. 
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so- 
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K^ 

y«^ 

Nc 
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-       '5-/ 

0-                   W     .^^ 

\30- 

Fig.  15.  Characteristic  Curves  "MAZDA"  35,  40  and 
60-watt,  100-125-voU  Bowl-Frosted  Lamps  with 
Extensive    Reflectors. 

It  is  extremely  difficult  to  lay  down  many  defi- 
nite rules  for  the  spacing  of  outlets,  as  this  is  often 
determined  by  the  architectural  requirements.  The 
spacing  of  outlets,  the  height  of  units  above  the  floor 
and  the  type  of  reflector  used  are  all  interdependent, 
so  that  each  case  must  be  worked  out  individually. 
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One  requirement  should  always  be  observed  however; 
the  space  to  be  illuminated  should  be  divided  as  nearly 
as  possible  into  squares  and  one  outlet  placed  at  the 
center  of  each  square. 
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Fig.  16.     Characteristic  Curves  "MAZDA"  25,  40  and 
60-watt,   100-125-volt  Bowl   Frosted  Lamps. 

The  Holophane  line  of  high  efficiency  reflectors 
affords  perhaps  the  best  example  of  securing  correct 
heights  and  spacing  by  means  of  the  manufacturers' 
rules.  These  reflectors  are  made  in  three  general  types 
of  each  size,  known  as  extensive,  intensive,  and  focus- 
ing. As  their  names  indicate,  the  extensive  type  (Fig. 
15)  gives  the  broadest  distribution  of  light,  the  maxi- 
mum occurring  at  45  or  50  degrees  from  the  vertical ; 
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Fig.  17.  Characteristic  Curves  "MAZDA"  25,  40  and 
60-watt,  100-125-volt  Bowl-Frosted  Lamps  with 
Intensive    Reflector.s. 

the  focusing  type  (Fig.  16)  gives  a  maximum  candle 
power  out  to  about  10  degrees,  while  the  intensive 
type  (Fig.  17)  comes  in  between  the  extensive  and 
the  focusing,  its   maximum   occurring    out    to    about 


40  degrees.  As  the  uniformity  of  illumination  depends 
upon  the  ratio  of  spacing  to  height  above  the  plane 
of  illumination,  the  correct  values  of  these  ratios  have 
been  worked  out  and  are  as  follows : 

Extensive  Type  :  Height  =  approximately  y^.  av- 
erage distance  apart  of  outlets. 

Intensive  type:  Height  ^  approximately  4/5  av- 
erage distance  apart  of  outlets. 

Focusing  type :  Height  =  approximately  1  1/3 
average  distance  apart  of  outlets. 

It  will  generally  be  found  that  it  is  a  necessary 
use  the  "cut  and  try"  method  to  determine  which  type 
of  reflector  is  best  suited  for  a  given  problem,  in  order 
to  conform  with  the  various  requirements  of  archi- 
tecture, appearance  and  possible  spacing  of  outlets. 


COMPULSORY  WIRELESS  FOR  VESSELS. 

Eftective  July  1,  1911,  all  ocean-going  vessels  car- 
rying more  than  fifty  passengers  must  be  equipped 
with  wireless  telegraph  apparatus  capable  of  trans- 
mitting messages  at  least  100  miles,  according  to  an 
act  of  Congress  passed  June  24,  1910.  The  operator 
must  possess  a  government  certificate  given  after 
passing  an  examination  at  one  of  the  navy  yards  or 
naval  stations.  After  January  1,  1912,  storage  batter- 
ies or  other  auxiliary  must  be  provided  in  case  of 
any  accident  to  the  dynamo. 


ON    THE   CONTROL   OF   SURGES    IN   WATER 
CONDUITS,' 

BY   W.    F.   DURAND. 

The  usual  treatment  of  the  problem  of  the  surge 
chamber  presupposes  a  cylindrical  form.  Certain 
cases  may  arise  in  which  a  flaring  or  funnel-shaped 
form  may  rather  be  preferred.  In  any  case  the  differ- 
ential equations  which  indicate  the  movement  of  the 
water  do  not  admit  of  direct  mathematical  solution. 
In  consequence,  various  indirect  and  approximate 
methods  have  been  devised.  In  all  such,  however,  the 
point  of  departure  has  been  an  assured  size  of  chamber 
and  a  consequent  determination  of  the  resulting  move- 
ment of  the  water.  In  the  present  paper  the  order  is 
reversed.  A  program  is  imposed  on  the  water  and  a 
surge  chamber  is  found  suitable  for  the  realization  of 
these  imposed  conditions.  Taken  in  this  order,  the 
equations  by  the  use  of  methods  of  approximate  inte- 
gration and  differentiation  admit  of  direct  solution 
without  trial  and  error  adjustment.  This  method  is 
described  and  illustrated  in  operative  detail,  with  ap- 
pendices giving  the  necessary  mathematical  discus- 
sion. 

The  relations  between  the  characteristics  of  the 
acceleration  curve  for  the  water  and  the  resulting  form 
and  dimensions  of  the  chamber  are  discussed  in  detail 
and  methods  are  developed  for  the  rapid  derivation 
of  a  series  of  chambers  from  a  single  type  acceleration 
curve;  also,  for  the  determination  of  a  chamber  of  such 
form  and  size  as  shall  produce  a  non-oscillatory  move- 
ment of  the  water  in  the  chamber.  Illustrative  cases 
with  graphical  representation  of  the  quantities  In- 
volved are  given  in  Appendix  No.  3. 

'  Abstract  of  paper  presented  at  San  Francisco  Meeting:  Amer- 
ican Society  of  Mechanical  Engineers,  June  2S,  1911. 


10 


JOURNAL    OF    ELECTRICITY,    POWER    AND    GAS 


[Vol.   XXVII— No.    1 


WORKMAN'S    CONPENSATION    ACT   FOR 
WASHINGTON. 

Adequate  protection  for  employer  and  employee, 
increased  safety  of  industrial  operations,  sure  and 
certain  relief  for  workers  injured  at  extra  hazardous 
occupations,  and  their  families  and  dependents,  elim- 
ination of  litigation  and  consequent  saving  of  retain- 
er's fees  and  court  expenses  and  regulation  by  state 
police  powers  of  dangerous  trades  and  occupations, 
are  some  of  the  advantages  claimed  for  the  work- 
man's compensation  act,  which  will  become  effective 
in  Washington  on  October  1,  1911. 

The  theory  of  the  act,  which  was  adopted  by  the 
last  Legislature,  is  stated  in  these  words:  "The  wel- 
fare of  the  state  depends  on  its  industries  and  even 
more  upon  the  welfare  of  its  wage-earners." 

The  new  law  applies  to  all  factories,  mills  and 
workshops  where  machinery  is  used  and  foundries, 
quarries,  mines,  smelters,  powder  works,  breweries, 
elevators,  docks,  dredges,  laundries,  printing,  engi- 
neering, logging,  lumbering,  ship-building,  railroad 
and  general  building  operations,  street  and  interurban 
railroads,  electrical,  power  and  heating  plants  and 
steamboats. 

One  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  has  been 
appropriated  by  the  state  to  bear  the  expense  of  ad- 
ministering the  law,  and  Governor  Alarion  E.  Hay 
has  appointed  a  commission  to  have  full  charge  of  the 
industrial  insurance  work,  including  the  collection  of 
premiums  and  the  adjustment  and  settlement  of 
claims.  The  commission,  which  is  composed  of 
George  A.  Lee  of  Spokane,  representing  the  legal 
profession,  chairman;  C.  A.  Pratt  of  Tacoma,  for  the 
manufacturers  and  employers,  and  J.  H.  \\  allace  ot 
Seattle,  for  the  workingmen,  has  power  to  create  new 
classes  and  establish  new  rates. 

The  law  provides  that  each  of  the  industries  shall 
contribute  a  certain  percentage  of  its  pay-roll  to  an 
accident  fund,  from  which  various  sums  are  paid  out 
for  total  or  part  disability  or  on  death  to  the  family 
and  dependents  of  the  injured  workman,  the  expense 
of  handling  the  fund  being  borne  by  the  State.  In- 
jured workmen,  their  families  or  dependents,  cannot 
recover  by  law  except  where  the  injury  is  caused  by 
the  intent  of  the  employer,  in  which  case  the  work- 
man or  his  family  may  recover  not  only  the  sums  due 
under  this  act,  but  may  sue  for  any  excess  of  damage 
over  those  amounts. 

Where  a  workman  is  injured  because  the  em- 
ployer has  neglected  to  observe  the  safeguards  re- 
quired by  law  or  by  the  regulations  of  the  department, 
the  employer  must  pay  50  per  cent  more  than  the 
fixed  amounts.  Where  the  workman  intentionally  in- 
jures himself  he  receives  no  benefit. 

The  industries  of  the  state  are  classified  and  cer- 
tain premiums  fixed  for  each  class.  The  employers 
are  required  to  pay  three  months'  premiums  into  the 
state  treasury  on  or  before  October  1,  1911.  After 
December  31,  1911,  monthly  payments  are  required, 
provided,  however,  that  if  any  industry  has  a  sufficient 
amount  on  deposit  with  the  state  to  take  care  of  its 
accidents  no  further  payments  shall  be  required. 

Each  industry  is  responsible  only  for  the  accidents 


occurring  in  that  class.  It  is  intended  that  the  acci- 
dent fund  shall  be  neither  more  or  less  than  self- 
supporting.  The  rates  are  subject  to  readjustment, 
depending  on  the  number  of  accidents  and  the  need 
for  compensation  of  injured  workmen. 

Employers  are  required  to  report  accidents 
promptly,  and  their  books,  records  and  pay-rolls  must 
be  open  for  inspection  by  the  commission.  Refusal 
to  permit  inspection  is  made  a  misdemeanor  and  the 
employer  also  is  penalized  $100  for  each  oft'ense,  to  be 
collected  by  action  in  court  and  paid  into  the  accident 
fund. 

jNIisrepresentation  in  his  pay-roll  makes  the  em- 
ployer liable  to  10  times  the  difference  between  the 
correct  and  the  wrong  figures.  If  the  employer  re- 
fuses or  fails  to  pay  his  monthly  assessments,  a  work- 
man injured  in  his  service  may  sue  in  the  courts  with 
the  employer's  defenses  of  "fellow-servant,"  "assump- 
tion of  risk"  and  "contributory  negligence"  abolished. 

Xo  part  of  the  premium  can  be  deducted  from  the 
ages  of  the  workman,  the  violation  by  the  employer 
of  this  section  of  the  law  being  made  a  gross  misde- 
meanor, punishable  by  one  year  in  the  county  jail 
or  by  a  fine  of  $1000,  or  both. 

The  schedule  of  payments  for  various  injuries  is 
as  follows : 

In  the  event  of  death,  expenses  of  burial,  $75; 
payments  to  widow  or  invalid  widower,  $20  a  month 
while  unmarried,  $240'  in  a  lump  sum  on  remarriage 
of  the  widow  for  each  surviving  child  under  16,  $5  a 
month,  monthly  amount  limited  to  $35 ;  if  no  widow 
or  widower  survives,  $10  a  month  to  each  child  under 
16  years.  The  same  rule  applies  to  children  who  be- 
come orphans  b}^  death  of  surviving  parent,  with 
monthly  limit  of  $35.  Dependents  will  be  paid  50  per 
cent  of  the  average  monthly  support  formerly  received 
from  the  deceased  workman,  limited  to  $20  a  month. 
Parents  of  deceased  unmarried  workmen  receive  $20 
a  month  up  to  time  deceased  would  have  been  21  years 
of  age. 

When  totally  disabled,  loss  of  both  arms  or  one 
leg  and  arm,  sight,  paralysis  or  other  injury  preventing 
the  workman  from  doing  any  work,  entitles  him  to 
$20  a  month  if  unmarried ;  if  supporting  wife  or  invalid 
husband,  $25  a  month ;  if  the  husband  is  not  an  invalid, 
$15.  For  each  child  under  16,  an  additional  $5  a  month 
up  to  a  total  of  $35.  In  case  of  death  of  the  totally  dis- 
abled workman,  the  widow  or  widower  received  $20 
a  month  until  death  or  remarriage  and  $5  a  month 
additional  for  each  child  under  16.  Orphan  children 
receive  $10  a  month. 

When  partly  disabled  by  the  loss  of  one  foot, 
leg,  hand  or  arm,  eye  or  fingers,  the  workman  will 
receive  a  certain  cash  lump  sum  up  to  $1500.  The 
loss  of  one  arm  at  the  elbow  is  made  the  maximum 
injury  and  the  payment  for  other  injuries  is  scaled 
down  by  the  commission.  If  the  injured  workman 
resides  or  moves  out  of  the  State  the  commission  may 
lump  the  monthly  payments,  not  to  exceed  $4000, 
based  on  the  American  mortality  table.  Any  decis- 
ion of  the  commission  is  subject  to  appeal  in  the 
superior  courts. 
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RESPONSIBILITIES    OF    ELECTRICAL    ENGI- 
NEERS IN  MAKING  APPRAISALS.' 

BY    H.    M.    BYLLESBY. 

The  electrical  engineer  must  recognize  that  in 
addition  to  the  multiplicity  of  duties  he  has  been  called 
upon  to  discharge,  he  is  now  confronted  with  a  new 
class  of  responsibilities  from  which  he  cannot  shrink- 
To  these  responsibihties  he  must  give  the  best  that  is 
in  him  of  experience,  of  fair  mindedness,  of  wisdom 
and  of  justice. 

In  the  world  at  large  and  particularly  in  the 
United  States  we  appear  to  be  in  the  midst  of  a  period 
of  flux  and  change.  Old  methods  and  old  standards 
are  passing  away ;  new  methods  and  new  standards  are 
demanded.  With  the  marvelous  progress  of  the  civ- 
ilized world  since  the  last  great  economic  and  social 
changes,  it  will  be  a  shame  if  the  present  crisis  fails  of 
a  solution  more  rational  and  with  less  hardship  and 
destruction  than  has  attended  previous  solutions  of 
economic  and  social  crises.  Out  of  the  present  contro- 
versies we  must  endeavor  manfully  and  fairly  to  bring 
a  condition  of  justice  to  all  concerned  and  in  our  share 
of  duty  in  these  matters  we  must  make  every  effort  to 
be  intelligent  and  not  to  be.  found  wanting  in  fair  deal- 
ing and  honesty  between  man  and  man,  between  cor- 
porations and  the  public  and  between  governing  bodies 
and  corporations.  Principal  among  these  new  respon- 
sibilities which  are  being  rapidly  thrust  upon  our  pro- 
fession is  making  appraisals  to  determine  the  value 
of  the  property  of  a  public  service  corporation. 

These  values,  in  accordance  with  the  unmistakable 
present  trend  of  the  times,  are  to  be  made  a  basis  upon 
which  or  from  which  are  fixed  the  maximum  rates 
which  these  corporations  are  to  be  allowed  to  charge 
for  service  rendered.  There  is  much  discussion  taking 
place  on  replacement  values,  reproduction  values,  de- 
preciation values,  and  intangible  values.  In  the  ma- 
jority of  cases  the  property  to  be  appraised  represents 
a  continuing  growth  or  a  construction  period  from  its 
inception.  Much  of  the  construction  work  we  are 
called  upon  to  value  is  concealed  from  view,  such  as 
foundations  of  buildings,  foundations  for  machinery, 
submerged  portions  of  hydraulic  construction,  conduit 
systems  and  gas  pipes.  In  every  case  the  structures 
or  plants  have  been  built  in  what  is  conventionally 
termed  a  "piecemeal"  fashion.  Almost  every  public 
service  corporation  has  started  from  a  small  beginning 
and  added  to  its  plant  continuously,  and  the  finished 
structure  today  represents  construction  work  which 
has  been  continued  from  the  time  the  original  property 
was  created.  In  meeting  the  questions  which  the 
spirit  of  the  times  is  demanding  answers  to,  very  prop- 
erly a  demand  is  made  by  all  parties  to  the  contro- 
versy that  absolute  and  entire  frankness  and  complete 
candor  pervade  the  negotiations.  Properly  a  period 
has  been  put  to  the  practice  of  dissimulation  and  trick- 
ery and  misrepresentation  on  the  part  of  the  public. 
the  governing  body,  and  the  corporation.  From  a  long 
experience  I  can  state  for  my  part  that  trickery 
and  dissimulation  and  unfair  dealing  in  the  past  have 
been  fully  as  great  on  the  part  of  the  public  and  the 
governing  bodies,  if  not  greater,  than  on  the  part  of 

'  Extract  from  address  at  annual  convention  A.  I.  B.  B., 
Chicago,  June  27,  1911. 


the  corporations.  Following  this  proper  demand  for 
candor,  I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  my  fellow  mem- 
bers of  the  American  Institute  of  Electrical  Engineers 
to  the  painful  fact  that  it  is  extremely  rare  for  a  pro- 
fessional engineer  or  constructor  in  any  branch  of 
industry,  in  any  branch  of  construction,  to  estimate 
the  cost  of  such  construction  with  accuracy  and  that 
the  practically  uniform  experience  has  been  that  all 
such  estimates  have  proved  woefully  less  than  the  cost 
of  the  completed  project. 

I  believe  we  should  be  candid  and  frank  on  the 
subject.  Every  one  of  us  whose  duties  require  him 
either  as  a  principal  or  in  an  auxiliary  capacity  to  be 
responsible  for  the  furnishing  of  capital  to  build  any 
given  public  service  construction  or  to  develop  any 
given  enterprise,  knows  full  well  from  a  long  and  pain- 
ful experience  that  unless  he  provides  for  indefinite  ex- 
cess charges  or  leaves  some  other  avenue  of  escape, 
the  enterprise  or  construction  when  finished  will  be 
burdened  with  a  floating  debt  which  seldom  is  of  small 
relative  proportion.  This  debt  is  the  difference  be- 
tween the  estimated  cost  of  building  the  undertaking 
and  the  actual  cost  as  developed  after  the  event.  T 
believe  there  has  not  been  a  considerable  piece  of  public 
service  construction  in  recent  years  where  the  finished 
cost  complete  has  not  overrun  the  estimated  cost  by  a 
minimum  in  a  few  cases  of  10  per  cent  to  15  per  cent 
to  a  maximum  in  a  majority  of  cases  of  a  dangerously 
large  percentage  which  not  infrequently  has  gone  to 
an  excess  cost  of  100  per  cent.  All  experienced  con- 
tractors will  bear  out  the  statement  I  have  made.  The 
comparatively  few  contractors  who  finish  their  career 
with  more  money  than  they  started  with,  or  with  more 
money  than  they  themselves  started  with  and  without 
leaving  their  banks  or  guarantee  companies  in  the  lurch 
have  an  experience  of  profit  and  loss,  the  loss  on  one 
job  the  profit  on  another.  These  men  have  learned 
their  lesson  and  today  they  will  only  with  the  greatest 
reluctance  take  a  contract  which,  under  an  enforceable 
bond,  compels  them  to  fully  complete  any  large  given 
piece  of  work  for  a  given  sum  of  money.  Where  they 
are  forced  to  take  any  part  of  their  contract  in  this  man- 
ner they  very  properly,  I  think,  provide  for  extras  at 
a  given  rate,  expecting  that  their  loss  on  the  lump  work 
will  be  made  up  by  the  profit  from  the  extras.  This  is 
too  thoroughly  understood  to  admit  of  any  discussion. 

I  shall  not  attempt  to  go  into  detail  of  this  we!l- 
Tu'gh  universal  experience  of  underestimating.  A  large 
total  excess  cost  of  a  completed  undertaking  may  be 
represented  by  a  small  overrun  in  the  cost  of  the  purely 
physical  construction  and  an  omission  of  large  material 
collateral  expenditures  which  are  part  and  parcel  of  the 
completed  project.  The  shortage  may  be  due  in  this 
view  of  the  case  to  an  ignorance  on  the  part  of  the 
individual  furnishing  the  budget  to  be  provided;  igno- 
rance which  results  in  overlooking  a  material  and 
proper  part  of  the  cost  of  the  completed  project  be- 
cause it  was  not  strictly  physical  construction.  The 
overrun  resulting  in  the  floating  debt  therefore,  in 
many  cases,  rnay  be  quite  largely  made  up  of  the  omis- 
sion of  those  necessary  costs  which  in  the  discussions 
of  the  times  are  termed  "intangible  values."  But  no 
matter  in  what  direction  the  shortage  occurs,  no  matter 
whether  on  the  strictly  physical  part  of  the  construction 
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or  from  forgetfulness  of  or  ignorance  of  the  proper 
costs  under  the  head  of  intangible  values,  the  facts 
remain  substantial!)'  as  I  have  stated  in  my  premise. 

How  careful,  therefore,  how  fair  minded  and  liberal 
should  be  the  point  of  view  of  the  professional  engineer 
in  appraising  the  value  of  another  man's  or  another 
corporation's  property  for  the  solemn  and  serious  pur- 
pose of  having  based  upon  his  appraisal  the  return 
which  that  man  or  that  corporation  is  to  be  allowed 
to  receive  upon  the  investment.  It  is  unfair  that  an  engi- 
neer or  appraiser  who  recognizes  at  the  bar  of  his  own 
conscience  that  his  own  estimates  have  been  uniformly 
overrun  should  make  his  appraisals  without  taking  into 
consideration  and  manfully  applying  to  his  estimate 
his  own  factor  of  individual  inaccuracy,  his  own  per- 
sonal factor  of  nearly  unfailing  underestimating. 

If  the  profits  to  be  allowed  public  service  com- 
panies were  to  be  on  a  broad  and  liberal  basis  this  fea- 
ture would  be  of  less  importance.  The  spirit  of  the 
times,  brought  around  partly  by  mistakes,  by  selfish- 
ness, by  unfairness,  on  the  part  of  all  parties  to  the 
contract,  the  tendency  of  the  times,  actuated  to  a  de- 
gree by  certain  irresponsible  magazine  writers,  maga- 
zines and  papers,  and  by  certain  politicians,  all  tend  to 
reduce  the  return  of  the  public  service  corporation  to 
a  low  point.  At  best  it  would  indicate,  allowing  the 
public  service  corporation  after  paying  its  operating 
expenses  and  depreciation  charges,  a  distributable  sum 
equivalent  to  from  7  per  cent  to  a  possible  10  per  cent 
upon  its  reproduction  value,  the  higher  percentage 
being  rather  hoped  for  than  indicated.  It  becomes 
plainly  evident,  therefore,  how  grievous  a  hardship 
may  be  worked  upon  corporations  if  the  appraisal 
of  their  property  is  as  much  below  the  real  value  of 
their  property  as  the  average  estimate  of  the  engineer 
has  proven  in  the  past.  I  think  the  situation  is  one 
of  the  most  momentous  which  confronts  our  profes- 
sion today.  A  large  part,  I  presume  90  per  cent,  of 
the  activities  of  our  profession  have  resulted  from  the 
continuing  growth  and  existence  and  developtaent 
of  public  service  corporations.  If  these  corporations 
through  under  appraisals  or  drastic  regulations  are 
discouraged  and  cease  their  active  aggressive  growth 
of  the  past  it  will  be  immediately  reflected  in  the 
lessening  demands  made  for  the  services  of  the  mem- 
bers of  our  profession. 

Capital  is  a  peculiarly  mobile  commodity.  Capital 
will  flow  from  one  part  of  the  world  to  another  in 
accordance  with  the  inducements  which  are  oiTered  it. 
Capital  will  leave  any  given  field  with  great  speed  if 
it  finds  that  it  is  receiving  an  unfair  or  unjust  recom- 
pense or  other  fields  oflfer  greater  inducements.  With- 
out capital,  modern  enterprise  is  impossible.  The 
most  beneficial  use  of  capital  is  to  have  it  employed 
in  developing  new  enterprises,  extending  existing  en- 
terprises which  in  turn  develop  and  add  to  the  wealth 
of  the  communities  served.  In  our  extending  enter- 
prises we  aflj'ord  profitable  employment  for  increasing 
population  and  we  ameliorate  the  conditions  of  human 
existence.  The  profession  in  which  the  members  of 
this  association  are  engaged  could  not'  exist  at  all  if 
capital  withdrew  its  support  from  enterprises  depend- 
ing upon  the  genius  and  ability  and  conscientious 
effort  of  the  electrical  engineer. 


I  urge  upon  all  of  you  to  carefully  consider  this 
subject,  to  avoid  the  influence  of  the  idea  that  the 
professional  engineer  can  get  along  without  the  serv- 
ices of  capital.  Capital  on  its  part  must  treat  the 
public,  the  laboring  man  and  the  professional  man 
with  fairness  and  liberality,  with  more  fairness  and 
liberality  than  it  has  in  the  past,  On  the  other  hand, 
the  professional  man  who  from  the  nature  of  his  call- 
ing and  ~  its  dignity  carries  a  large  influence  in  the 
community  in  which  he  operates  must  not  forget  the 
close  co-relation  between  brains,  labor  and  capital,  and 
neither  through  professional  indifference  or  profes- 
sional jealousy  allow  himself  to  give  capital  an  unfair 
hearing  or  an  unjust  decision. 

We  must  avoid  the  fallacy  that  only  the  physical 
portion  of  a  corporation's  property  is  entitled  to  a 
value,  a  fallacy  which  has  led  many  engineers,  many 
business  men  and  many  corporations  to  disaster.  The 
facts  being  that  beyond  the  naked  physical  value 
there  is  required  a  very  large  and  material  sum  to 
change  that  naked  inert  mass  of  physical  construction 
into  a  live,  progessive,  earning  entity.  The  omission 
of  the  cost  of  making  a  going  concern  in  addition  to 
its  naked  physical  value  has  been  the  root  and  cause, 
in  my  judgment,  of  a  large  proportion  of  the  dis- 
asters which  have  overtaken  enterprises  in  the  field  in 
which  we  operate. 

These  remarks  and  more  to  the  same  effect  apply 
to  the  question  of  intangible  values  and  when  called 
upon  to  deal  with  these  matters  I  hope  the  fullest 
consideration  will  be  given  to  them.  These  intangible 
values  generally  embrace  interest  during  construction, 
accidents  and  insurance  during  construction,  engineer- 
ing charges,  supervision  charges,  and  they  should  in- 
clude proportionately,  the  tremendously  large  sums 
expended  by  public  service  corporations  in  develop- 
ing the  business,  in  educating  the  ptiblic,  and  produc- 
ing a  sale  of  their  commodity,  whose  reflex  effect  in 
subsequent  reduction  of  the  operating  charges  should 
be  considered  as  proper  cost  in  the  value  of  the  prop- 
erty. Further  proper  charges,  of  an  absolutely  legiti- 
mate nature,  to  the  intangible  value  account  include 
the  legal  expenses  of  organization  and  of  putting 
the  enterprise  on  its  feet,  the  discounts  on  securities 
sold  or  brokerage  paid  for  finding  of  the  capital  and 
particularly  in  the  case  of  the  older  companies,  the 
large  sums  spent  in  absolute  good  faith  in  what  was 
really  a  period  of  experimenting  to  obtain  the  best 
apparatus,  the  best  systems,  and  methods  adapted  to 
the  requirements  of  the  company  happening  to  be  in 
question.  Due  regard  should  always  be  given  to  the 
added  cost  of  piecemeal  construction  which  has  been 
an  unfailing  incident  of  all  of  these  corporations.  In 
all  fairness  it  should  include  the  losses  due  to  obso- 
lescence and  the  discarding  of  workable  machinery 
long  before  its  life  had  been  exhaused,  this  discard- 
ing being  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  pace  with  the 
times  and  in  the  last  analysis  for  the  better  serving 
of  the  public. 

There  is  a  tendency,  I  hope  a  diminishing  ten- 
dency, to  be  unfair  to  public  service  corporations  and 
to  be  entirely  oblivious  of  the  hazards  and  risks  they 
have  incurred  in  the  building  of  their  business  and  to 
be  forgetful   of  the  profound   importance   and   great 
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benefit  they  have  been  to  the  communties  they  serve. 

A  recent  example  and  a  very  pertinent  one  of  this 
tendency  to  be  unfair  has  occurred  in  the  appraisal  of 
the  value  of  one  of  the  largest  utilities  in  a  large  west- 
ern city.  The  appraisal  was  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
termining the  proper  reproduction  or  replacement 
value  of  this  utility.  The  formula  was  rather  clearly 
understood  as  pertained  to  the  physical  propert}^,  de- 
ductions were  to  be  made  and  were  made  for  the 
accrued  depreciation,  allowances  were  made  for  what 
had  evidently  been  unusually  expensive  piecemeal  con- 
struction and  matters  of  that  description,  the  theory 
being  that  as  regarded  the  physical  value  of  this  prop- 
erty, its  appraised  value  would  represent  what  it  would 
cost  to  reproduce  the  property  in  its  present  condi- 
tion. 

In  general  this  formula  was  carried  out  fairly  until 
it  was  found  that  a  material  part  of  the  distributing 
system  of  this  company  was  now  under  paved  streets, 
but  that  due  to  the  enterprise  or  necessity  of  the  com- 
pany in  the  past  a  part  of  its  underground  system  had 
been  placed  in  the  streets  in  question  before  they  were 
paved ;  that  is,  the  paving  above  this  underground  sys- 
tem on  a  material  portion  of  the  company's  property 
had  taken  place  after  its  distribution  system  was  in  the 
ground.  The  ruling  of  the  body  making  this  appraisal 
was  that  this  company  was  not  entitled  as  a  part  of  its 
value  to  the  cost  it  would  have  been  put  to  of  placing 
this  distribution  system  under  the  paved  streets  and 
the  difficulty  of  sustaining  this  ruling  is  plainly  evi- 
dent from  the  fact  that  wherever  this  company  has  put 
its  distributing  system  underneath  paved  streets  or 
where  it  is  doing  it  today,  the  cost  of  that  paving  has 
applied  to  this  company  and  is  allowed  as  a  part  of  the 
value  of  their  plant.  It  would  be  hard  to  conceive 
of  a  more  direct  effort  to  discourage  enterprise  than 
this  particular  ruling.  If  the  company  had  waited  to 
put  all  of  its  distributing  system  under  the  paved 
streets  until  the  paving  was  down  and  had /then  ripped 
it  up  and  buried  its  distributing  system  they  would 
have  been  allowed  the  cost  of  taking  up  and  replacing 
the  paving.  Because  they  did  it  in  advance  they  were 
not  allowed  that  cost.  This  particular  city  is  far  bet- 
ter off  from  the  course  which  that  company  pursued 
because  its  pavement  over  that  particular  portion 
of  the  distributing  system  was  not  injured  by  being 
taken  up  to  put  the  distributing  system  underneath  it. 

We  all  believe  we  are  approaching  a  far  better  un- 
derstanding between  all  parties  concerned  on  these 
questions  than  has  existed  in  the  past.  The  effort  of 
all  of  us  must  be  by  conscientious  effort,  by  candor 
and  sincerity  to  bring  around  this  better  condition. 
However,  with  the  tendency  of  the  governing  bodies 
to  make  decisions  such  as  I  have  just  referred  to,  how 
extremely  important  it  becomes  for  the  engineer  en- 
trusted with  the  making  of  an  appraisal  to  be  sure 
that  he  has  not  underestimated,  to  be  sure  that  so  far 
as  his  intelligence  and  authority  go  he  gives  to  the 
property  under  consideration  the  benefit  of  all  the 
value  he  believes  it  is  entitled  to,  both  physical  and 
intangible. 

A  highly  instructive  and  deeply  intellectual  article 
on  one  extremel}'  important  detail  entering  into  this 
subject  of  appraisals  is  before  the  association  in  an 


article  on  that  subject  by  Mr.  Henry  Floy,  who  ap- 
proaches the  matter  of  his  very  able  paper  from  an 
ample  preparation  and  a  long  experience. 

In  closing  I  desire  to  urge  upon  all  of  you  a  sense 
of  the  responsibilities  now  being  thrust  upon  us ;  to 
urge  upon  you  a  sense  of  the  dignity  of  our  calling, 
and  to  express  the  hope  that  with  the  usual  opportuni- 
ties possessed  by  the  members  of  this  organization 
for  forming  a  basis  for  a  proper  measure  of  the  ques- 
tions of  values;  that  we  approach  these  subjects  with 
high  intelligence,  with  a  profound  sense  of  the  respon- 
sibilities resting  upon  us  and  with  appreciation  of  the 
fact  that  in  the  combination  of  capital,  the  public  and 
professional  engineers,  no  hardship  can  be  worked 
to  any  one  of  the  three  without  inevitably  producing 
its  full  quota  of  disaster  to  the  others. 


FLOW    OF    STREAMS    AND    THE    FACTORS 
THAT  MODIFY  IT  \ 


BV  D.   W.   MEAD. 


The  quantity  and  regularity  of  stream  flow  and  its 
variations  are  matters  of  much  importance  in  hy- 
draulic engineering,  and  equally  so  to  many  of  the 
business  interests  and  enterprises.  Public  attention 
has  recently  been  called  to  various  questions  relative 
to  water  power  and  internal  navigation,  while  ques- 
tions of  water  supply,  drainage,  and  flood  protection 
are  no  less  important  to  the  public  welfare.  One  of 
the  most  important  elements  in  the  solution  of  all 
of  these  problems,  and  of  many  others  almost  equally 
important,  is  the  condition  of  stream  flow  or  runoff. 
The  application  of  storage  for  the  prevention  of  floods 
and  for  the  promotion  of  uniformity  of  flow  for  navi- 
gation power  and  water  supply  purposes,  has  been 
much  discussed,  and  many  opinions  have  been  ex- 
pressed as  to  its  possibility,  desirability,  and  value. 
The  value  of  forests  for  increasing  or  equalizing 
stream  flow  has  been  widely  discussed,  and  opinions 
greatly  at  variance  have  been  expressed  both  favorable 
and  unfavorable  to  such  influences.  It  has  also  been 
suggested  that  water  powers  of  the  state  be  taxed  to 
provide  for  the  reforesting  of  the  head  waters  of  the 
streams  on  the  theory  of  direct  benefit,  and  bills  pro- 
viding for  such  a  tax  have  been  offered  in  the  legis- 
lature. The  arguments  that  have  been  presented  to 
sustain  the  various  opinions  that  have  been  expressed 
on  many  of  these  questions  have  seldom  been  satis- 
factory or  conclusive,  except  to  their  authors.  Much 
incomplete  and  half-considered  data  have  been  offered 
to  sustain  the  contention  of  the  advocates  of  both 
sides  of  many  of  the  debatable  questions,  and  in  few 
cases  have  the  arguments  been  based  on  such  com- 
plete data  that  the  conclusions  have  not  been  open 
to  serious  question.  In  many  cases  the  advocates 
of  various  theories  have  apparently  sought  only  for 
such  data  as  would  support  their  personal  views,  and 
have  minimized  or  ignored  the  data  that  might  sug- 
gest a  contrary  view  of  the  question  at  issue. 

It  has  appeared  to  the  writer  that  while  most 
of  the  questions  at  issue  are  exceedingly  complicated, 
and  while  the  data  available  for  the  solution  of  these 
problems    are    more   or   less   incomplete    and    unsatis- 


>  Extracts  from  Bulletin  No.  4251,  University  of  Wisconsin. 
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factory,  yet  a  careful  examination  of  such  data,  in  con- 
siderable detail,  on  scientific  lines  might  lead  to  definite 
and  well  substantiated  conclusions,  at  least  in  regard 
to  a  limited  area.  With  this  idea  in  view,  the  writer 
has  made  a  somewhat  detailed  study  of  this  subject 
with  special  regard  to  the  conditions  prevailing  in  the 
State  of  Wisconsin ;  and  while  the  data  examined  and 
considered  are  too  numerous  to  present  in  print,  he 
has  endeavored  to  select  certain  typical  locations  from 
which  data  were  available  and  has  endeavored  to  pre- 
sent the  study  of  the  conditions  that  prevail  therein 
in  sufficient  detail  to  warrant  the  opinions  expressed 
in  his  conclusions.  In  most,  if  not  in  every  case  cited 
the  data  on  which  the  opinions  rest  are  presented  so 
completely  that  the  rationale  of  his  conclusions  can 
readily  be  understood.  Where  the  data  have  not  been 
presented,  the  source  from  which  they  were  obtained 
and  from  which  they  can  readily  be  verified  has  been 
stated. 

The  writer  would  by  no  means  have  it  understood 
that  he  has  not  had  definite  opinions  on  many  of 
these  subjects,  but  he  has  approached  this  study  with 
an  open  mind  and  with  a  strong  desire  to  ascertain 
the  truth,  in  whatever  form  it  might  appear.  His  per- 
sonal interest  in  hydrological  science  and  in  practical 
hydraulic  developments  makes  it  most  important  to 
him  that  the  truth  be  determined  if  possible. 

If  forests  will  improve  the  regularity  of  streams 
and  prevent  floods,  if  they  will  conserve  and  increase 
the  low  water  flow,  if  they  will  prevent  denundation 
and  increase  the  depth  of  streams,  it  is  most  important 
that  these  facts  be  known.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  such 
efifects  are  purely  imaginative  or  unimportant,  it  is 
equally  important  that  that  fact  be  known  so  that  un- 
just "laws  and  useless  expense  shall  be  avoided. 

If  it  is  practically  possible  to  construct  reservoir 
systems  on  the  head  waters  of  some  or  all  of  the 
streams  of  the  state,  and,  by  storage,  to  economically 
regulate  their  flow  and  radically  increase  the  available 
low  water  power  of  the  streams  and  their  availability 
for  navigation  purposes,  such  facts  and  their  limita- 
tions are  of  great  importance  to  the  citizens  of  the 
state.  The  eiTects  of  the  draining  of  swamps  and  of 
wet  land,  the  cultivation  of  agricultural  lands,  and 
of  various  other  artificial  changes  in  normal  conditions 
should  also  be  known  and  appreciated  in  order  that 
their  efifects  may  be  obviated  if  harmful,  or  empha- 
sized if  beneficial,  to  as  great  a  degree  as  possible. 

The  Problem  of  RunofT. 

The  portion  of  the  rainfall  that  is  discharged  in 
the  surface  flow  from  a  drainage  area  is  termed  the 
"runofif"  from  that  area  and  may  occur,  in  the  case  of 
water  flowing  from  areas  of  considerable  magnitude, 
as  a  definite  stream  or,  when  small  areas  are  con- 
sidered, merely  as  the  surface  drainage  not  confined 
to  a  definite  channel. 

A  brief  examination  of  the  subject  shows  that  the 
factors  that  modify  and  control  runoflf  are  very  num- 
erous and  dififer  in  intensity  and  in  eflfect  with  every 
drainage  area  considered.  While  the  relative  runoff 
from  each  area  will  agree  more  or  less  closely  with 
that  of  other  areas  on  which  the  conditions  are  similar, 


there  are  always  variations  which  occur  in  these  con- 
ditions that  make  them  so  dissimilar  as  to  create 
greater  or  less  difiference.  The  causes  of  such  dififer- 
ences  are  not  always  manifest  as  it  is  often  impossible 
to  obtain  a  sufficiently  exact  knowledge  of  the  de- 
tailed conditions  prevailing  over  an  entire  drainage 
area  so  that  more  than  approximate  conclusions  can 
be  drawn.  Nevertheless,  a  discussion  of  this  subject, 
based  oh  scientific  considerations,  may  so  clearly  set 
forth  the  principles  involved  in  any  specific  case  that 
the  dominating  influences  can  be  clearly  seen  and  the 
extent  of  the  influence  of  any  particular  factor,  if 
important,  may  be  quite  clearly  realized  and  appre- 
ciated. 

Resume  of  the  Factors  That  Modify  or  Control  Runoff. 

1.  Precipitation — 

(a)  Whether  it  occurs  as  rain  or  as  snow. 

(b)  The  amount  of  each,  and  the  total  annual  pre- 

cipitation. 

(c)  Its  distribution  throughout  the  year. 

(d)  Its  intensity  or  manner  of  occurrence. 

(e)  The  character  of  storms,  including  their  direc- 

tion, extent  and  duration. 

2.  Temperature — 

(a)  The  variations  of  temperature  on  the  area. 

(b)  The   relation   of   extreme  temperatures   to   the 

occurrence  of  precipitation. 

(c)  The  accumulation  of  snow  and  ice,  caused  by 

low  teml)eratures. 

(d)  The  occurrence  of  low  temperatures  causing  the 

freezing  of  the  ground  surface  at  times  of 
heavy  spring  rains,  resulting  in  excessive 
runoff. 

3.  Topography  of  the  Drainage  Area — 

(a)  As  to  whether  the  surface  is  level  or  inclined, 

and  the  degree  of  inclination. 

(b)  As   to   character   of   area,   whether   smooth    or 

rugged. 

4.  Geology  of  Drainage  Area — ■ 

(a)  Whether  pervious  or  impervious. 

(b)  If  pervious,  whether  such  pervious  deposits  are 

(a)  shallow  or  deep;  (b)  level  or  inclined; 
whether  the  outlet  or  point  of  discharge  of 
the  pervious  deposits  are  (c)  in  the  lower 
valley  of  the  same  river,  or  (d)  in  valleys  of 
other  rivers,  or  in  the  sea. 

(c)  As  to  the  condition  of  the  channel  of  the  stream, 

whether  (a)  pervious  or  impervious;  (b) 
whether  or  not  the  bed  contains  more  or  less 
extensive  deposits  of  sand  and  gravel,  per- 
mitting of  the  development  of  a  more  or  less 
extensive  underflow. 

5.  The  Condition  of  the  Surface — 

(a)  Whether  bare  or  covered  with  vegetation. 

(b)  Whether  in  natural  condition  or  cultivated. 

(c)  Nature  of  vegetation,  whether  grassland,   culti- 

vated crops,  or  forests. 
The  Character  of  the  Natural  Storage  on  the  Drainage 


6 
Area — 


(a)  Nature  and  extent  of  surface  storage,  consisting 
of  lakes,  ponds,  marshies,  swamps. 
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(b)  Nature  and  extent  of  ground  storage,  consisting 
of  gravel,  sand,  and  ottier  similar  pervious 
deposits. 

7.  The  Nature  of  the  Drainage  Area  Considered — 

(a)  As  to  size,  whether  large  or  small. 

(b)  As  to  shape,  whether  long  and  narrow,  or  short 

and  broad. 

(c)  The  location  of  the  area  relative  to  prevailing 

winds. 

(d)  The  direction  relative  to  the  path  of  storms. 

8.  Character  of  the  Stream  and  Its  Tributaries — 

(a)  As  to  slope  or  gradient,  whether  flat  or  inclined. 

(b)  As  to  falls  and  rapids  on  the  stream. 

(c)  As  to  the  section  of  the  stream,  whether  deep  or 

shallow. 

(d)  As  to  the  arrangement  of  tributaries,  whether 

joining  the  main  stream  at  various  points 
along  its  course  or  concentrated  in  a  fan-like 
arrangement  at  a  more  or  less  common  point 
of  discharge. 

9.  The  Artificial  Control  of  the  Stream — 

(a)  As  to  dams  and  storage  reservoirs  on  the  drain- 

age area. 

(b)  As  to  the  restrictions  of  the  river  sections  by 

dikes  and  levees. 

(c)  As  to  the  obstruction  of  the  stream  by  piers, 

abutments,  and  other  encroachments  in  or 
adjacent  to  the  waterway. 

10.  The  Artificial  Use  of  the  Stream— 

(a)  For  irrigation. 

(b)  For  water  supply. 

(c)  For  the  supply  of  navigation  canals. 

(d)  For  artificial  storage  and  regulation  of  the  same. 

11.  Character  and  Extent  of  the  Winds  on  the  Drainage 

Area — 

(a)  As  to  their  intensity  and  direction. 

(b)  As  to  the  modification  of  the  same  by  mountains 

and  forests. 

12.  Ice  Formation — 

(a)  As  modifying  the  winter  flows  of  the  stream. 

(b)  As   to   the   formation  of   ice  gorges   and   their 

accompanying  floods. 

Conclusions. 

From  a  detailed  study  of  the  general  relations  to 
runoff  or  stream  flow  conditions  in  Wisconsin,  the 
following  conclusions  can  be  clearly  drawn 

1st.  That  in  general  the  quantities  and  variations 
of  stream  flow  are  due  to  a  large  number  of  concom- 
itant factors,  some  fixed  and  some  variable,  each  having 
an  influence  in  proportion  to  its  own  character  and 
intensity  and  the  relative  character  and  intensity  of 
every  other  factor.  The  combinations  of  these  factors 
are  so  numerous,  and  differ  so  widely  even  on  a  single 
drainage  area,  that  no  problem  of  flow  can  be  deter- 
mined even  approximately  from  a  consideration  of  the 
factors  themselves  except  by  means  of  a  comparison 
with  the  actual  relative  effects  under  circumstances 
more  or  less  similar  to  those  under  investigation. 

3rd.  That  the  mean  annual  stream  flow  on  any 
stream,  and  the  variation  in  the  stream  flow  through- 
out the  year,  depend  mainly  on  the  quantity  and  dis- 


tribution of  the  precipitation,  modified  by  temperature 
conditions. 

4th.  That  extreme  floods  are  due  to  the  simul- 
taneous occurrence  of  temperature  and  precipitation 
conditions,  favorable  to  excessive  runoff,  and  that  no 
practicable  works  of  man,  such  as  drainage  works, 
reservoirs,  or  reforestation,  can  materially  affect  the 
flood  peaks  on  the  larger  Wisconsin  rivers. 

7th.  That  the  uses  for  which  reservoir  systems 
may  be  constructed  are  essentially  antagonistic  and 
that  the  specific  use  to  which  they  should  be  applied 
must  depend  on  the  local  conditions  which  may  modify 
the  relative  values  of  the  services  which  they  can 
fulfill. 

9th.  That  if  forests  have  any  effect  on  stream 
flow  that  can  be  assigned  a  practical  value,  such  effects 
must  be  manifest  by  an  actual  change  in  the  condi- 
tions of  flow  when  deforestation  occurs,  and  that  if 
deforestation  is  not  accompanied  by  an  actual  change 
in  the  stream  conditions,  the  effects  are  entirely 
theoretical  and  practically  valueless. 

12th.  That  while  theoretically  forests  will  de- 
crease the  amount  of  precipitation  reaching  the  earth's 
surface — thus  decreasing  the  water  supply  of  streams 
— and,  under  certain  circumstances  may  afford  a  lim- 
ited storage  which  may  aid  in  the  regulation  of  stream 
flow,  yet  the  examination  of  the  actual  flow  of  the 
streams  of  Wisconsin  shows  no  indication  of  such 
effects. 

13th.  That  if  any  effects  on  stream  flow  have  re- 
sulted from  deforestation  they  have  been  entirely 
counteracted  and  obscured  by  the  drainage  of  marshes, 
the  clearing  of  farm  lands,  the  second  growth  of  tim- 
ber and  brush,  or  other  similar  occurrences. 

14th.  That  so  far  as  all  evidence  examined  is  con- 
cerned, there  is  nothing  to  show  that  the  planting 
of  forests  in  Wisconsin  would  in  any  way  add  to  or 
take  away  from  the  quantity  or  regularity  of  stream 
flow,  or  decrease  the  flood  heights. 

15th.  That  therefore  the  reforestation  of  the  head- 
waters of  Wisconsin  streams  cannot  be  expected  to 
add  to  the  quantity  or  regularity  of  the  power  which 
may  be  developed  on  any  stream,  or  to  change  or  im- 
prove the  flow  of  the  stream  for  any  other  useful  pur- 
pose. 

Finally : 

16th.  That  the  changes  and  variations  in  the  flow 
ratio  in  Wisconsin  rivers  are  due  to  undetermined  fac- 
tors which  modify  the  precipitation-runoff  relations  as 
similar  indeterminate  factors  modify  the  amount  and 
distribution  of  the  annual  rainfall.  Such  phenomena 
occur  in  cycles  and  are  not  found  to  be  continuously 
favorable  or  unfavorable  to  the  quantity  or  regularity 
of  stream  flow. 

17th.  That  the  flows  of  Wisconsin  streams  as 
shown  by  their  total  annual,  mean  annual,  and  maxi- 
mum and  minimum  flows,  have  neither  increased  or 
decreased  during  the  last  thirty-five  or  forty  years 
except  as  such  increase  or  decrease  has  been  caused 
by  the  annual  and  seasonal  variation  in  the  quantity 
and  distribution  of  the  rainfall,  together  with  the  modi- 
fying effects  of  the  accompanying  temperature. 
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The  control  and,  if  possible,  the  prevention  of  surges 
in  high  head  pipes  is  of  vital  importance  in  the  opera- 
tion of  water  power  plants.    Surges 
bring  about  an  erratic  power  sup- 
ply by  disturbing  the  turbine  gov- 
ernors and  they  may  even  burst  the 
pipe    by    water   hammer,    so    familiar   when    domestic 
vvrater  su-pply  is  quickly  shut  off.     The  sudden  stop- 
page   of   a    column   of   hundreds    of   tons    of   moving 
water  greatly   strains   the   strength   and   elasticity   of 
the  pipe  and  sets  up  this  vibratory  motion  known  as 
a  surge. 

For  many  years  this  was  overcome  by  an  ample 
factor  of  safety  for  the  pipe  and  by  providing  outlets 
v/hich  could  not  be  closed  within  a  certain  prede- 
termined time,  due  operating  care  also  being  exer- 
cised to  avoid  its  causes.  As  the  enclosing  conduit 
is  lengthened  the  problem  becomes  more  complex, 
usually  being  solved  by  making  an  outlet  as  close 
to  the  point  of  sudden  stoppage  as  the  conditions  of 
the  installation  will  permit.  This  outlet  takes  the 
form  of  the  standpipe  or  surge-pipe  so  frequently 
seen  in  modern  plants. 

A  safety  valve  is  supplied  with  the  surge  pipe  to 
afford  relief  from  the  possibility  of  bursting  the  pipe. 
The  sudden  diminution  of  the  outlet  flow  will  set 
up  a  surge  disturbance  unless  some  sort  of  by-pass 
is  provided  to  autorhatically  discharge  an  amount  of 
water  proportional  to  that  which  is  shut  off  in  a 
given  interval  of  time.  It  is  impractical  to  design 
such  a  device  for  every  and  all  conditions. 

In  a  paper  presented  at  the  San  Francisco  meet- 
ing of  the  American  Society  of  Mechanical  Engineers 
this  week.  Professor  W.  F.  Durand  of  Stanford 
University  has  worked  out  a  method  which  permits  di- 
rect calculation  of  the  elements  of  a  surge  chamber  to 
meet  any  predetermined  program  of  time-accelera- 
tion of  water  in  the  conduit.  Contrary  to  the 
precedent  of  a  cylindrical  pipe  his  mathematical  de- 
ductions suggest  a  funnel  shape.  This  theory  has 
been  successfully  applied  to  practice  in  the  case  of 
one  of  the  power  plants  of  the  Los  Angeles  aqueduct, 
whose  closed  conduit  consists  of  a  tunnel  and  pipe  over 
seven  miles  long,  having  an  area  of  one  hundred 
square  feet  and  a  maximum  flow  of  about  one  thous- 
and cubic  feet  per  second.  Figures  are  unneces- 
sary to  convey  an  idea  of  the  enormous  mass  of 
water  whose  movement  must  be  accelerated  or  re- 
tarded in  governing  this  plant  and  the  method  of 
calculation  which  Professor  Durand  has  devised  is  of 
the  greatest  interest  to  engineers. 

His  work  is  a  long  step  forward  in  the  ration- 
alization of  hydraulic  technics,  which  has  long  suffered 
from  too  little  theory.  The  laws  which  govern  the 
theory  water  flow  are  less  dearly  understood  than 
those  in  almost  any  other  branch  of  engineering.  The 
formulae  are  empirical  and  based  on  data  appertain- 
ing only  to  special  cases  and  the  methods  are  rule-of- 
thumb.  Having  passed  through  the  period  of  de- 
ductive development,  "its  facts  being  reproducible  .in 
the  mind  without  constant  recourse  to  observation" 
it  is  now  ready  for  its  formal  development,  whereby 
facts  are  systematized  so  as  to  be  reached  and  pictured 
with  the  least  intellectual  effort. 
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PERSONALS. 

Frank  H.  Ray  is  at  San  Francisco. 

Ttiomas  Mirk  of  Hunt,  Mirli;  &  Co.,  has  returned  from 
a  trip  to  San  Diego. 

C.  E.  Groesbeck,  vice-president  of  the  H.  M.  Byllesby 
Company,  has  returned  to  Portland,  Ore. 

Wynn  Meredith  Is  consulting  engineer  for  the  Sooke 
Lake  water  supply  project  of  the  city  of  Vancouver,  B.  C. 

B.  C.  Carroll,  general  agent  of  the  Pacific  Telephone  & 
Telegraph  Company,  spent  the  past  week  at  Los  Angeles. 

A.  G.  Wishon,  general  manager  of  the  San  Joaquin  Light  & 
Power  Corporation^  was  at  San  Francisco  during  the  past  week. 

Carl  L.  Wernicke,  in  charge  of  the  Westinghouse  Electric 
&  Manufacturing  Company's  Portland  office,  is  at  San  Fran- 
cisco. 

Thornwell  MuUally,  assistant  to  President  Patrick  Cal- 
houn of  the  United  Railroads,  made  a  trip  to  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
last  week. 

B.  C.  Condit,  who  has  been  engaged  in  electrical  engineer- 
ing investigations  in  Oregon  during  the  past  few  months,  is  at 
San  Francisco. 

C.  M.  Bliven,  Seattle  manager  for  the  General  Electric 
Company,  has  returned  from  the  meeting  of  the  supply  men 
at  San  Francisco. 

J.  H.  Cain,  who  is  at  the  head  of  the  Novato  Light  & 
Power  Company  of  Novato,  was  a  San  Francisco  visitor 
during  the  past  week. 

Elam  Miller,  commercial  engineer  with  the  Pacific  Tele- 
phone &  Telegraph  Company,  is  making  a  month's  trip 
throughout  the  East. 

O.  H.  Ensign,  electrical  engineer  with  the  Reclamation 
Service,  with  offices  at  Los  Angeles,  is  at  Boise,  Idaho,  exam- 
ining the  Arrow  Rock  project. 

E.  D.  N.  Lehe,  who  had  electric  power  interests  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Dixon  and  Martinez,  has  left  California  for  a 
European  tour  with  his  family. 

A.  M.  Hunt  returned  to  his  San  Francisco  office  last 
Monday,  after  spending  several  weeks  at  New  York  and 
Eastern  manufacturing  centers. 

J.  A.  Cranston,  the  Pacific  Northwest  district  agent  for 
the  General  Electric  Company,  with  headquarters  at  Portland, 
was  at  San  Francisco  during  the  past  week. 

A.  C.  Balch,  who  is  interested  in  the  Pacific  Light  & 
Power  Company  and  other  Huntington  corporations  in 
Southern  California,  was  a  recent  San  Francisco  visitor. 

H.  H.  Noble,  president  of  the  Northern  California  Power 
Company,  has  returned  to  his  San  Francisco  office  after  an 
inspection  tour  of  the  entire  hydroelectric  system,  including 
the  new  20,000-h.p.  Coleman  plant,  which  is  nearing  com- 
pletion. 

E.  W.  Florence,  who  was  formerly  connected  with  the 
Pacific  Gas  &  Electric  Company  at  Fresno,  has  gone  to 
Redwood  City  as  manager  of  the  Redwood  district,  succeeding 
L.  H.  Newbert,  who  has  been  placed  at  the  head  of  the 
company's  new  business  and  appliance  department  with  head- 
quarters at  San  Francisco. 

S.  S.  Philbrick,  manager  of  the  Lewiston  &  Clarkston 
Improvement  Company,  which  has  an  extensive  electric  power 
transmission  system  in  operation,  is  at  San  Francisco  from 
Clarkston,  Wash.  The  company  has  hydroelectric  plants  at 
Pomeroy  and  Asotin  in  Washington  and  a  steam  plant  at 
Clarkston.  Lewiston,  Idaho,  and  a  number  of  other  cities  are 
supplied  with  electric  power. 


Sidney  Sprout  has  returned  to  San  Francisco  from  Sis- 
kiyou county,  where  he  is  superintending  the  engineering 
work  on  the  new  35,000-kilowatt  hydroelectric  installation 
of  the  Siskiyou  Light  &  Power  Company.  Three  generating 
units  will  be  installed.  The  power  site  is  on  the  Klamath 
River,  near  Thrall.  In  addition  to  tieing  in  with  the  com- 
pany's existing  power  transmission  lines  from  the  Fall  Creek 
power  station  the  new  lines  will  be  extended  to  Klamath 
Falls  where  the  company  recently  purchased  a  local  electric 
plant. 

Samuel  J.  Taylor,  who  resigned  as  secretary  and  treas- 
urer of  the  Oakland  Traction  Company,  the  Key  Route,  and 
the  California  &  East  Shore  Suburban  railways,  has  ac- 
cepted the  position  of  financial  secretary  of  the  Peoples 
Water  Company.  Frank  W.  Frost,  for  nineteen  years  con- 
nected with  the  Oakland  Traction  and  Key  Route  systems, 
succeeds  Taylor.  Mr.  Frost,  at  the  time  of  the  Smith- 
Tevis  merger,  went  to  the  San  Francisco  offices  of  the 
United  Properties  Company.  Angus  Clark,  who  has  been 
with  the  traction  company  for  the  past  four  years,  will  suc- 
ceed Mr.  Frost  as  assistant  secretary. 

W.  W.  Briggs  has  been  appointed  assistant  sales  man- 
ager  of   the   Westinghouse   Electric    &   Mfg.    Company,   with 

headquarters  at  San  Francisco, 
and  jurisdiction  over  the  Pacific 
Coast.  This  announcement  comes 
as  a  pleasant  surprise  to  Mi'. 
Briggs'  many  friends  on  the  coast, 
where  he  has  been  active  in  the 
electrical  business  ever  since  1886, 
when  he  began  as  shop  boy  in 
the  arc  lamp  repair  department  of 
the  California  Electric  Light  Com- 
pany. Later  he  became  connected 
with  the  Electric  Improvement 
Company,  as  competitors  of  Cen- 
tral Lighting  Stations  in  San 
Francisco,  leaving  the  company  to 
go  to  Idaho  as  electrician  for  a  mining  company  in  1893. 
In  1896  he  returned  to  San  Francisco  and  Joined  the  sales 
force  of  the  Fort  Wayne  Electric  Company,  leaving  there 
to  join  the  sales  department  of  the  Westinghouse  Electric 
&  Mfg.  Company,  on  January  1,  1899.  He  was  made  district 
manager  of  the  Westinghouse  Electric  &  Mfg.  Company  in 
May,  1905,  which  position  he  has  held  to  date.  His  new 
duties  will  be  outlined  by  the  sales  manager  at  Pittsburg 
and  his  time  will  be  occupied  in  the  development  of  the 
company's  business  in  California,  having  general  oversight 
of  the  San  Francisco  and  Los  Angeles  offices. 


TRADE    NOTES. 

The  Empire  Construction  Company  has  opened  offices 
in  the  Exchange  Building,  Seattle,  Wash.,  to  engage  in  elec- 
trical contracting  and  engineering  work.  J.  F.  Ne  Page 
and  V.  S.  McKenney  are  interested. 

The  United  Railroads  of  San  Francisco  have  recently 
converted  their  Mason  and  Washington  Power  Station  from 
steam  to  electric  drive,  so  that  all  their  cable  lines  are  now 
motor  driven.  The  Castro  and  Pacific  Avenue  Stations  are 
01  erated  with  D.  C.  motors,  while  at  Mason  and  Washingtoii 
Station  the  new  installation  is  all  A.  C.  apparatus,  the  motors 
being  600  h.p.,  400  r.p.m.,  440  volts,  the  controllers  reversible 
and  the  characteristics  of  the  motors  along  with  grid  rheo- 
stats are  such  as  to  permit  running  for  one-half  hour  at  one- 
half  speed  and  full  torque  in  either  direction.  The  speed  of 
all  cables  has  been  increased  about  3  per  cent  and  owing 
to  the  practically  constant  speed  of  the  motor  the  cables 
travel  at  a  much  more  uniform  speed  now  than  with  the  old 
equipment,  it  being  impossible  to  control  the  steam  engines 
with  less  than  5  per  cent.  The  equipment  has  been  installed 
by  W.   T.  Bivins,   Chief  Engineer  Electrical  Equipment. 
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995,511.  Crude-Oil  Burner.  John  C.  F.  Woodworth,  Phoe- 
nix, Ariz.,  assignor  to  I.  J.  Lipsohn,  Phoenix,  Ariz.  An  oil 
burner,  comprising  a  receptacle,  a  burner  plate  arranged  at 
an  angle  in  the  receptacle  to  provide  a  mixing  chamber  be- 
tween the  plate  and  the  bottom  of  the  receptacle,  said  plate 
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having  perforated  ribs  formed  thereon,  a  perforated  pipe 
mounted  in  the  chamber  and  having  an  end  projecting  from 
the  casing,  fuel  supply  coils  extending  above  the  burner  plate 
and  connected  with  the  perforated  pipe,  and  means  for  con- 
trolling the  flow  from  the  coils  to  the  pipe. 

995,523.  Water-Tube  Boiler.  Wilfred  D.  Chester  and 
Henry  B.  Rust,  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  assignors  to  The  Babcock  & 
Wilcox  Company,  Bayonne,  N.  J.  In  a  water-tube  boiler  having 
horizontal  water  and  steam  and  water  drums,  a  group  of 
straight  tubes  adjacent  to  a  vertical  plane  passing  through 
the  center  line  of  the  two  drums,  groups  of  bent  tubes  on 
either  side  of  said  group  of  straight  tubes  placed  at  a  distance 


from  the  said  group  of  straight  tubes  a  sufficient  distance  to 
allow  a  man  to  enter  the  said  space,  a  wall  between  the 
straight  tubes  and  supported  by  them,  said  wall  resting  on 
the  water  drum  and  extending  from  side  wall  to  side  wall,  and 
horizontal  baffles  supported  by  said  vertical  wall  and  the 
straight  tubes  and  extending  from  the  group  of  straight  tubes 
toward  the  group  of  bent  tubes,  and  inclined  baffles  extending 
from  the  front  and  rear  walls  to  the  bent  tubes. 

995,917.  Transfer-Ticket.  Frank  W.  Shean,  San  Pi-an- 
cisco,  Cal.  A  street  railway  transfer  ticket  comprising  a  body 
having  on  the  face  thereof  a  plurality  of  independent  columns 
each  containing  in  sequence  the  names  of  the  tran.sfer  points 
along  the  route  of  the  car,  hour  indications  on  the  transfer 


for  designating  when  punched  the  hour  of  the  car's  departure, 
numerical  indications  at  the  head  of  each  of  the  columns 
on  the  ticket,  one  of  which  is  adapted  to  be  punched  to  Indi- 
cate the  time  in  minutes  of  the  departure  of  the  car,  the  body 
of  said  transfer  being  also  provided  with  numerical  indica- 
tions adjacent  the  names  of  the  several  transfer  points  m 
each  column,  the  numerical  indication  opposite  any  of  such 


transfer  points  in  the  column  which  has  been  punched  to 
indicate  in  minutes  the  time  of  the  departure  of  the  car  indi- 
cating in  conjunction  with  the  hour  indication  on  the  trans- 
fer which  has  been  punched  the  time  limit  for  the  use  of 
the  transfer  at  such  transfer  point,  said  body  being  also  pro- 
vided with  a  table  of  numerical  indications  thereon  adapted 
when  punched  to  vary  the  reading  of  the  indications  opposite 
the  transfer  points  to  the  extent  of  the  number  punched. 

995,591.  Electric  Heater.  Thomas  E.  Fogalsang,  San 
Francisco,  Cal.,  assignor  to  Joseph  A.  Moross,  San  Francisco, 
Cal.  An  immersion  electric  heater  comprising  a  handle  having 
a  tubular  end  forming  a  chamber,  a  pair  of  exposed,  carbon 


electrodes  each  having  one  end  fixed  to  the  chamber  of  the 
handle,  means  for  holding  the  electrodes  apart  to  provide  an 
intermediate  water  heating  space,  and  a  perforated  inclosure 
for  the  electrodes,  said  inclosure  being  fixed  to  the  tubular 
end  of  the  handle. 

995,778.  Electric-Lighted  Finder.  Frank  L.  Fitch,  Santa 
Cruz,  Cal.  A  finder  comprising  a  barrel,  a  removable  cap  ai 
one  end  thereof,  an  electric  light  bulb  fitted  to  the  other  end 


of  the  barrel,  and  a  guard  fitted  to  said  last-named  end  and 
extending  lengthwise  therefrom,  and  having  an  axially  disposed 
light  opening  in  the  end. 
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INDUSTRIAL 


A   NEW   LOCKING   FEATURE    FOR   THE    IMPROVED 
BUFFALO   GRIP. 

The  Western  Electric  Company  has  recently  placed  on 
the  market  a  new  "Improved  Buffalo  Grip"  with  a  special 
locking  feature.  In  Fig.  1  the  new  grip  is  shown  with  the 
jaw  held  open  by  the  locking  device.    A  turn  of  the  handle 


Buffalo  Grip  with  Jaw  Closed 


Buffalo  Grip  witli  jaw  Held  Open  by 
New  Locking  Device 

locks  the  jaw  in  any  position  and  enables  the  lineman  to 
easily  and  quickly  insert  the  wire  in  the  grip.  When  the 
handle  is  pushed  down  as  shown  in  Fig.  2  the  wire  is  held 
in  a  tight  grip. 

The  "Improved  Buffalo  Grip"  is  made  in  various  sizes  for 
both  bare  and  insulated  wire,  and  can  be  supplied  both  with 
and  without  pulleys. 


NEW    INDICATING    BOILER    FLOW    METER. 

The  betterment  of  station  economy  demands  not  only  the 
employment  of  well-trained  firemen  and  properly  designed  fire 
tools,  but  also  the  use  of  such  instruments  as  recording  pres- 
sure gauges,  feed  water  thermometers  and  steam  flow  meters, 
to  furnish  the  information  by  means  of  which  high  efficiencies 
and  economical  results  can  alone  be  obtained. 

The  new  FS-2  boiler  meter  developed  by  the  General 
Electric  Company  is  designed  to  indicate  the  total  amount  of 
steam  generated  at  any  instant  by  a  boiler  or  a  battery  of 
boilers  in  pounds  of  steam  per  hour,  or  in  boiler  horsepower. 
Therefore,  it  can  be  advantageously  used  for  obtaining  data 
for  equalizing  the  load  on  individual  boilers  or  a  battery  of 
boilers;  for  determining  the  efficiency  in  the  method  of  stok- 
ing, or  the  correct  feed  water  circulation;  for  determining  the 
deterioration  in  efficiency  due  to  the  formation  of  scale;  for 
discovering  internal  leaks  as  shown  by  the  difference  in  water 
input  and  steam  output;  and  for  indicating  the  amount  of 
steam  distributed  to  different  departments  of  a  manufacturing 
plant,  or  the  amount  used  in  various  manufacturing  processes. 
In  other  words,  it  constitutes  a  valuable  aid  to  engineers  and 
firemen  in  maintaining  an  intelligent  oversight  of  the  fireroom. 

The  meter  apparatus  complete  consists  of  a  nozzle  plug, 
the  meter  proper  and  the  necessary  pipes  for  connecting  the 
nozzle  plug  to  the  meter. 

The  nozzle  plug  is  similar  to  those  used  with  the  general 
line  of  steam,  air,  and  water  flow  meters  manufactured  by  the 
General  Electric  Company.  It  consists  of  a  screw  plug,  pro- 
vided with  a  stem  having  two  sets  of  orifices — a  leading  set 
arranged  longitudinally  and  a  trailing  set  comprising  three 
holes,  located  at  the  middle  of  the  stem  and  at  right  angles 
to  the  leading  set.  The  interior  of  the  stem  is  divided  longi- 
tudinally into  two  separate  compartments,  the  leading  set  of 
orifices  opening  into  one,  and  the  trailing  set  opening  into 
the  other. 

For  operation,  the  nozzle  plug  is  screwed  into  a  small  hole 
drilled  aai  tapped  in  the  steam  pipe,  with  the  stem  extending 


across  the  pipe  and  the  leading  set  of  orifices  facing  the 
direction  of  steam  flow.  When  thus  arranged,  the  velocity 
of  the  steam  causes  a  certain  difference  of  pressure  to  exist 
in  the  two  sets  of  orifices,  and  this  difference  of  pressure  is 
communicated  through  suitable  pipes  connecting  the  com- 
partments in  the  nozzle  plug  stem  with  the  XJ  tube  of  the 
meter. 

The  body  of  the  meter  consists  of  an  iron  casting  cored 
out  to  form  one  leg  and  the  well  of  the  U  tube,  the  other  leg 
being  formed  by  one  of  the  nozzle-plug  connecting  pipes  enter- 
ing the  well  at  the  opposite  end.  The  well  is  filled  with 
mercury,  and  the  rest  of  the  apparatus  including  the  connect- 
ing pipes  and  the  compartments  in  the  nozzle  plug  is  filled 
with  water. 

The  movable  mechanism  of  the  meter  comprises  a  small 
float  resting  on  top  of  the  mercury  in  one  of  the  legs  of  the 
U  tube  and  attached  to  a  waterproof  silken  cord  passing  over 
a  pulley  and  held  taut  by  means  of  a  counter  balance  weight 
acting  on  the  pulley  in  the  opposite  direction,  and  a  pair  of 
horseshoe  magnets — one  inside  the  meter,  attached  to  the 
pulley  shaft,  the  other  outside  the  meter,  fixed  to  the  pivoted 
end  of  the  indicating  needle.  The  axes  of  rotation  of  the  two 
magnets  are  in  line,  and  their  mutual  attraction  exerted 
through  a  copper  plug  screwed  into  the  side  of  the  meter  body 
casting,  compels  them  to  move  in  unison. 

When  the  difference  of  pressure  caused  in  the  nozzle  plug 
by  the  velocity  of  the  steam  flowing  in  the  steam  pipe  is 
communicated  to  the  two  legs  of  the  U  tube,  the  mercury  in 
the  well  rises  or  falls  in  the  leg  containing  the  float  to  a 
height  proportional  to  the  difference  of  pressure.  The  result- 
ing motion  of  the  float  rotates  the  pulley,  and  the  motion  of 
the  latter  is  transmitted  through  the  pair  of  magnets  to  the 
indicating  needle.  The  employment  of  the  pair  of  magnets 
obviates  the  use  of  the  troublesome  packed  joint  which  would 
be  necessary  for  transmitting  the  motion  of  the  pulley  inside 
the  meter  to  the  indicating  needle  on  the  outside,  by  means 
of  any  form  of  mechanical  connection. 

The  meter  is  easily  installed,  without  interfering  in  any 
way  with  existing  steam  pipe  arrangements.  The  work  of 
installing  merely  requires  the  drilling  and  tapping  of  a  small 
hole  in  the  steam  pipe  for  the  insertion  of  the  nozzle  plug. 
The  design  of  the  latter  permits  of  its  insertion  in  pipes 
running  either  vertically  or  horizontally.  Care  should  be 
taken,  however,  to  select  a  straight  run  of  pipe  of  at  least  12 
pipe  diameters  in  length.  The  meter  itself  can  be  located  in 
any  desired  place  so  long  as  it  is  kept  below  the  nozzle  plug. 
Its  distance  from  the  nozzle  plug  is  immaterial,  and  it  should 
be  connected  to  the  same  with  14-inch  iron  pipe  of  the  required 
length.  The  best  location  is  on  the  front  of  the  boiler  near 
the  steam  gauge,  in  plain  view  of  the  flreman  and  the  engineer. 
The  dial  scale  is  S  inches  in  diameter,  marked  with  heavy 
flow  lines  and  large  figures  on  a  white  surface,  for  easy  read- 
ing. A  target  of  conspicuous  size  is  provided  for  designating 
a  certain  flow  on  the  scale.  This  target  can  be  readily  set 
from  the  outside. 

The  meter  can  be  calibrated  to  read  in  pounds  per  hour 
or  in  boiler  horsepower  (30  pounds  of  steam  per  hour  being 
taken  as  equivalent  to  one  boiler  horsepower),  for  pressures 
ranging  from  0  to  250  pounds,  gauge;  for  quality  ranging  from 
4  per  cent  moisture  to  260  degrees  F.  superheat;  and  for  pipe 
diameters  of  2,  3,  4,  6,  8,  10,  12  and  14  Inches.  Meters  cali- 
brated for  pipes  larger  than  14  inches  in  diameter  can  be 
furnished  on  special  order.  It  will  be  noted  in  this  connection 
that  for  any  given  case  a  meter  of  this  type  is  calibrated  for 
a  certain  pressure,  quality  and  pipe  diameter,  and  cannot  be 
used  for  any  other  condition. 
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NEW  CATALOGUES. 

Bulletin  No.  1152  from  the  Pittsburg  Transformer  Com- 
pany lists  two  sizes  of  bell  ringers,  both  transformers  having 
three  low  voltages. 

The  Crocker-Wheeler  Co.  of  Ampere,  N.  J.,  have  issued  a 
booklet  on  the  efficiency  of  the  Remek  transformer,  whose 
construction  is  illustrated  in  detail. 

Bulletin  No.  4S50,  recently  issued  by  the  General  Electric 
Company,  describes  the  new  drawn  wire  tungsten  filaments 
with  which  Mazda  lamps  are  now  equipped. 

Hoskins  electric  furnaces  and  pyrometers  are  illustrated 
and  described  in  a  catalogue  being  distributed  by  the  Machin- 
ery &  Supply  Co.,  Seventh  and  Harrison  streets,  San  Fran- 
cisco. 

The  Duncan  Electric  Manufacturing  Co.  of  Lafayette,  Ind., 
have  just  issued  a  new  bulletin  on  the  Duncan  Model  E  Watt- 
hour  Meter.  The  text  describes  a  number  of  the  good  points 
of  this  meter  in  a  most  interesting  manner. 

The  Machinery  &  Supply  Co.,  Seventh  and  Harrison 
streets,  San  Francisco,  are  distributing  catalogues  descriptive 
of  the  Dletz  Aerolectric  Rock  Drill,  manufactured  by  the  Eco- 
nomic Blachinery  Company  of  Denver,  Colo. 

Bulletin  No.  1076  from  Allis-Chalmers  Co.,  on  Power 
Transformers  describes  the  theory  underlying  the  construc- 
tion of  power  transformers  and  shows  illustrations  of  the 
various  details  of  manufacture.  Tables  of  efficiency  and  heat- 
ing are  also  included. 

Bulletin  No.  4833,  recently  issued  by  the  General  Elec- 
tric Company,  describes  a  number  of  installations  of  elec- 
trically operated  gold  dredges,  and  contains  information 
which  should  be  of  great  interest  to  all  connected  in  any 
way  with  this  industry. 

Bulletin  No.  1081  from  the  Allis-Chalmers  Company  cov- 
ers their  polyphase  induction  motors.  This  bulletin  con- 
tains a  complete  description  of  both  Types  "AN"  and 
"ANY,"  together  with  photographs  showing  the  details  and 
applications  of  these  motors.  A  list  of  ratings  is  also  in- 
cluded. 

In  Bulletin  No.  4835  the  General  Electric  Company  illus- 
trates and  describes  various  types  of  motor  driven  pumps 
designed  for  different  purposes.  Among  the  pumps  illus- 
trated are  those  for  mine  uses,  pumps  for  operation  in  sewage 
disposal  plants  and  dry  docks,  for  irrigating  purposes,  and 
for  use  in  connection  with  the  water  supply  of  houses. 

Bulletin  Nos.  4826  and  4827,  just  issued  by  the  General 
Electric  Company,  describe  that  Company's  water  and  air 
flow  meters,  respectively.  The  General  Electric  water  flow 
meter  provides  a  means  of  obtaining  accurate  information 
which  will  show  the  amount  of  water  iiumped,  consumed,  or 
distributed.  The  General  Electric  air  flow  meter  provides  a 
means  for  obtaining  accurate  information  showing  the  exact 
amount  of  air  compressed  or  distributed.  Each  bulletin  con- 
tains a  more  or  less  detailed  description  of  the  meter  to  which 
it  refers,  and  should  be  of  interest  to  all  users  of  air  and 
water  as  working  agents. 

Two  bulletins  have  recently  been  issued  by  the  Engi- 
neering Department  of  the  National  Electric  Lamp  Associa- 
tion, the  one  entitled  "Economical  Operation  of  Incandescent 
Lamps"  and  the  other  "Mazda  Incandescent  Street  Lighting." 
The  first  of  these  gives  a  detailed  technical  discussion  of  the 
principles  involved  and  the  methods  to  be  used  in  determin- 
ing conditions  of  most  economical  operation  for  incandescent 
lamps,  from  the  standpoint  of  both  consumer  and  central 
station.  The  text  is  elucidated  by  numerous  curves  and  tables. 
The  bulletin  on  street  lighting  is  a  revision  of  a  former  bul- 
letin on  this  subject  and  gives  distribution  curves  for  some 
of  the  latest  types  of  reflectors. 


TRADE    NaTES. 

D.  C.  and  Wm.  B.  Jackson,  engineers  at  Chicago  and 
Boston  have  moved  their  Chicago  office  from  the  Commer- 
cial National  Bank  Building  to  the  20th  floor  of  the  new  Har- 
ris Trust  Building,  111  West  Monroe  street. 

J.  P.  Hermans  has  returned  to  San  Francisco  from  a  suc- 
cessful trip  through  the  San  Joaquin  Valley  in  the  interests 
of  Colonial  and  Economy  lamps  handled  by  the  Colonial  Elec- 
trical Agency,  San  Francisco. 

The  Western  Electric  Company  has  recently  received 
an  order  from  the  Oregon-Washington  Railroad  and  Naviga- 
tion Company  for  telephone  train  dispatching  equipment  for 
a  circuit  from  Portland,  Oregon,  to  The  Dalles,  Oregon,  a  dis- 
tance of  ninety  miles.  This  circuit  will  be  equipped  with  sev- 
enteen stations. 

The  Farnsworth  Electric  Works  reports  that  their  shop 
is  exceptionally  busy  on  repairs  and  redesigning  of  large 
apparatus.  They  report  the  sale  of  a  150  h.p.  2200-volt,  three- 
phase  induction  motor  to  the  Pacific  Fruit  Cooling  and  Vapor- 
izing Company  for  use  in  their  plant  at  Lodi,  Cal.,  and  a  sale  to 
the  Grant  Gravel  Company  of  three  50  kw.,  HOOO-volt  primary 
2200-volt  secondary  station  type  transformers.  Another  re- 
cent sale  is  that  of  a  100  kw.,  250-volt  railway  type  d.c. 
generator  to  the  E.  B.  &  A.  L.  Stone  Company  for  use  at 
their  rock  quarry  railway  at  Thomasson,  Cal. 

Appreciating  the  growing  importance  of  steel  construc- 
tion in  tower  transmission  lines,  the  American  Bridge  Com- 
pany of  New  York  have  decided  to  specialize  on  this  class 
of  work.  While  this  company  have  in  the  past  built  struc- 
tures for  this  purpose,  they  realize  that  permanent  lines  in- 
volving steel  towers  are  becoming  necessary,  and  that  the 
larger  public  service  companies  must  eventually  rebuild 
existing  lines  with  more  stable  equipment.  Announcement 
has  been  made  concerning  the  handling  of  work  in  this  field. 
The  firm  of  Pierson,  Roeding  &  Co.,  of  San  Francisco,  have 
been  appointed  the  special  representatives  of  the  American 
Bridge  Company  for  the  Pacific  Coast  for  the  sale  of  poles 
and  towers  for  electrical  transmission.  The  activity  of  this 
well  known  firm  in  transmission  work  will  be  sufficient  to 
guarantee  that  the  American  Bridge  Company  will  furnish 
a  fair  share  of  this  class  of  work. 


CONTRACTORS'  NOTES. 

There  will  be  quite  a  large  electric  wiring  job  on  the 
new  Native  Sons'  Hall  which  is  under  construction  at  San 
Francisco.    Rhegetti  &  Hedman  are  the  architects. 

A  seven-story  hotel  is  being  erected  on  the  north  side  of 
Bush  street,  between  Powell  and  Mason,  San  Francisco.  The 
electric  work  will  amount  to  about  $5000,  according  to  esti- 
mates.    J.  C.  Newsom  is  the  architect. 

Specifications  are  out  for  the  electric  wiring  for  a  large 
modern  hotel  which  is  being  erected  on  the  north  side  of 
Market  street,  between  California  and  Sacramento,  for  the 
Pringle  estate.  Wm.  Curlett  &  Son  of  San  Francisco  are  the 
architects. 

The  Downtown  Realty  Company  is  erecting  a  theater  and 
hotel  building  to  cost  about  $300,000  on  the  southwest  corner 
of  Eddy  and  Mason  street,  San  Francisco.  If  the  electric 
work  is  as  elaborate  as  is  expected  it  will  run  from  $20,000  to 
$25,000. 

Plans  are  being  figured  for  the  electric  work  on  the  new 
Pantages  Theater  on  Market  street,  opposite  Mason,  San 
Francisco.  The  electric  work  is  estimated  at  approximately 
$1500,  including  a  stage  switchboard,  etc.  Miller  &  Colmesnil 
are  the  architects. 
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NEWS  NOTES 


FINANCIAL. 

JACKSON,  CAL.— That  the  Western  States  Gas  &  Elec- 
tric Company  intends  to  improve  and  develop  Its  holdings  in 
Amador  county  is  evidenced  by  the  filing  of  a  mortgage  cov- 
ering its  entire  holdings.  The  mortgage  is  given  to  the 
Girard  Trust  Company  of  Philadelphia,  and  is  for  $10,000,000 
at  5  per  cent,  the  life  of  the  mortgage  being  forty  years, 
from  June  1  of  the  present  year.  The  mortgage  is  secured 
by  the  holdings  of  the  company,  including  the  Richmond 
Light  &  Power  Company  of  Contra  Costa  County,  the  Stock- 
ton Gas  &  Electric  Corporation  of  Stockton,  the  Humboldt, 
San  Joaquin,  Calaveras,  Sacramento  River  Electric  Company 
and  land  and  water  rights  in  Humboldt,  San  Joaquin,  Cala- 
veras, Sacramento  and  El  Dorado  counties.  The  purpose  of 
the  mortgage  is  to  raise  a  fund  to  buy,  develop  and  equip 
additional  properties. 

PUEBLO,  COLO.— H.  M.  Byllesby  &  Company  confirms 
the  report  of  purchase  of  the  Pueblo  &  Suburban  Traction  & 
Lighting  Company  and  allied  interests  in  Colorado,  the  prop- 
erty being  taken  over  June  14th.  The  Pueblo  &  Suburban 
Traction  &  Lighting  Company  operates  the  street  railway 
system  of  Pueblo  and  supplies  electricity  to  Pueblo  and  the 
Cripple  Creek  gold  mining  district,  including  the  cities  of 
Cripple  Creek,  Victor  and  Goldfield.  The  towns  of  La  Junta 
and  Rocky  Ford  are  served  with  electricity  by  subsidiary 
corporations.  A  steam  electric  power  station  of  4,135  kw.  at 
Pueblo  and  a  hydraulic  power  plant  of  1600  kw.  at  Skagway 
are  operated.  Arrangements  are  being  made  to  increase 
the  capacity  of  the  steam  station  at  Pueblo  and  to  extend 
transmission  lines  to  serve  additional  cities  and  towns.  Ad- 
ditional hydroelectric  developments  also  are  contemplated. 
W.  F.  Raber  is  at  present  in  charge  of  management  for 
Byllesby  &  Co. 


INCORPORATIONS. 

HERMISTON,  ORE.— Hermiston  Light  &  Power  Com- 
pany has  been  incorporated  with  a  capital  stock  of  $10,000. 

PORTLAND,  ORE. — Articles  of  incorporation  have  been 
filed  by  the  Clatskanie  Electric  Light  &  Power  Company, 
which  is  capitalized  at  $50,000. 

SALEM,  ORB. — ^Articles  of  incorporation  have  been  filed 
by  the  Bully  Irrigation  &  Power  Company.  Their  principal 
office  will  be  at  Vale,  Ore.;  capital  stock  $25,000. 


ILLUMINATION. 

ROSEBURG,  ORE.— Oakland,  Oregon,  has  voted  in  favor 
of  .the  issuing  of  $10,000  for  a  municipal  lighting  system. 

HALSEY,  ORE. — The  Oregon  Power  Company  has  been 
granted  a  franchise  for  the  construction  of  a  lighting  system 
here. 

KLAMATH  FALLS,  ORE.— The  county  has  refused  to 
grant  a  gas  franchise  and  it  is  suggested  to  erect  a  municipal 
plant. 

LOS  ANGELES,  CAL.— The  town  of  El  Modena,  in  the 
foothills,  is  planning  to  have  electric  light  and  power,  also 
to  have  gas  piped  into  the  town. 

EL  PASO,  TEX.— B.  P.  Dubinski  of  El  Paso  has  been 
given  the  contract  for  inside  wiring  for  electric  lighting  at 
Fort  Bliss.  The  Westinghouse  Electric  Company  secured 
the  contract  for  meters  and  transformers,  and  F.  W.  New- 
berry Electric  Company  of  St.  Louis  has  the  contract  for 
outside  wiring.    The  entire  cost  will  be  $23,000. 


LOS  ANGELES,  CAL.— The  Southern  California  Edison 
Company  has  awarded  to  J.  C.  Farrar  &  Co.  the  contract  to 
install  certain  electrical  apparatus,  including  switches, 
switchboards,  etc.,  at  the  Long  Beach  steam  plant,  Long 
Beach,  Cal. 


TRANSMISSION. 
RIVERSIDE,     CAL.— The     Board     of     Supervisors     has 
granted  to  the  Pacific  Light  &  Power  Corporation  a  fran- 
chise for  fifty  years  to  operate  and  maintain  an  electric  pole 
and  wire  system  on  all  public  roads  of  the  county. 

LEAVENWORTH,  WASH.— The  Tumwater  Light  & 
Power  Company  of  this  place  has  secured  a  franchise  to  con- 
struct and  operate  a  light  and  telephone  system  from  this 
place   to   Peshastin,   then   to   the   Chumstick   river. 

HOOD  RIVER,  ORE.— The  Pacific  Light  &  Power  Com- 
pany, which  owns  the  Hood  River  water  and  light  plant,  pro- 
poses to  increase  its  horsepower  here  and  furnish  power 
and  light  for  farms  between  Hood  River  and  The  Dalles. 

SEATTLE,  WASH.— The  Washington-Oregon  Railroad 
Company  will  start  at  once  on  the  constraction  of  a  large 
power  plant  on  the  Skookumchuck  River  to  furnish  elec- 
tricity to  the  Hercules  &  Sandstone  Company  of  Tenino, 
Wash. 

LAKEPORT,  CAL. — The  Board  of  Supervisors  has  passed 
an  ordinance  granting  to  the  Mt.  Konocti  Light  &  Power 
Company  a  franchise  to  put  up  an  electric  line  to  transmit 
light,  heat  and  power  along  the  public  highways  in  the 
county  of  Lake. 

EUREKA,  CAL.— Since  the  Western  States  Gas  &  Elec- 
tric Company  has  taken  over  the  holdings  of  the  Fortuna 
and  Ferndale  lighting  companies,  improvements  are  to  be 
made  throughout  the  valley.  The  substation  at  Loleta  will 
be  moved  further  up  the  river. 

WALLA  WALLA,  WASH.— A  franchise  for  50  years  has 
been  granted  the  Pacific  Power  &  Light  Company,  for  a 
transmission  line  from  Walla  Walla  City  over  the  county 
roads  to  the  Columbia  county  line,  through  Dixie  and  Waits- 
burg  to  Prescott.     Constraction  is  to  begin  at  once. 

BOISE,  IDAHO. — The  electrical  power  transmission  line 
of  the  Beaver  River  Power  Company  will  be  extended  from 
the  Malad  River  plant  northward  into  Boise  and  thi'ough  the 
Payette  country  about  October  next,  is  the  statement  made 
by  L.  B.  Fuller,  manager  of  the  company,  with  headquarters 
at  Bliss. 

RENO,  NEV. — That  there  will  soon  be  another  power 
and  light  company  doing  business  in  this  city  and  in  other  por- 
tions of  Nevada  in  competition  with  the  Hammon  interests 
is  now  almost  assured.  The  Nevada  Power  &  Transporta- 
tion Company  will  within  a  few  weeks  begin  the  construc- 
tion of  an  18-foot  dam  in  the  Truckee  River  near  Vista, 
which  will  be  used  to  back  water  up  for  the  new  power 
plant  to  be  built  there,  and  at  the  present  time  the  com- 
pany is  building  a  power  plant  near  Bishop,  which  will  de- 
velop 35,000  h.p.  when  completed.  This  new  company  is 
backed  by  California  capitalists,  and  it  has  named  W.  E. 
Caffrey,  former  city  electrician  of  Reno,  as  its  chief  electri- 
cian. At  the  present  time  the  Hammon  interests  controlling 
the  Truckee  River  General  Electric  Company,  has  the  mo- 
nopoly of  business  of  Western  Nevada  in  power  and  light- 
ing, and  it  is  the  intention  of  this  new  company  to  bid  for 
a  portion  and  to  build  a  series  of  power  plants  in  furtherance 
of  the  effort  to  obtain  and  retain  it. 
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VANCOUVER,  WASH. — The  Washington-Oregon  corpor- 
ation announced  that  they  will  extend  the  Main  street  car 
line. 

BERKELEY,  CAL.— E.  C.  Prather,  engineer,  Oakland, 
Cal.,  has  been  retained  by  the  Oakland  Traction  Company, 
and  other  interested  parties  to  make  a  new  survey  for  a 
scenic  line  from  North  Berkeley  to  Grizzly  Peak. 

NAMPA,  IDAHO. — Citizens  of  this  place  and  Caldwell, 
Idaho,  are  on  record  as  favoring  the  construction  of  the  elc- 
tric  railroad  between  this  place  and  Caldwell  projected  by 
W.  E.  Pierce  of  Boise.  The  right  of  way  has  been  practi- 
cally secured,  and  work  will  soon  be  started. 

NEW  WESTMINSTER,  B.  C— The  British  Columbia 
Electric  Railway  Company  will  start  work  on  the  construc- 
tion of  an  electric  line  to  the  Eraser  river  mills  as  soon  as 
plans  are  approved  by  the  City  Council.  The  same  company 
will  soon  start  work  on  another  line  in  this  city. 

BURLINGAME,  CAL.— Ansel  M.  Easton  nas  made  appli- 
cation to  the  Board  of  Trustees  for  a  franchise  for  a  street 
railroad,  and  it  is  the  intention  of  the  board  to  grant  this 
to  the  highest  bidder.  Sealed  bids  will  be  received  by  the 
clerk  up  to  July  24th  for  the  sale  of  the  franchise. 

OAKLAND,  CAL.— The  Southern  Pacific  Company  has 
filed  with  the  City  Council  formal  application  for  permission 
to  electrize  its  lines  east  of  Fallon  street  to  the  boundary 
line  of  Oakland  under  its  plan  to  change  all  its  steam  lines 
to  an  electric  system,  at  a  cost  in  the  neighborhood  of 
110,000,000. 

LODI,  CAL. — The  Board  of  Trustees  has  passed  an  ordi- 
nance granting  to  the  Central  California  Traction  Company 
a  franchise  of  47  years,  to  put  in  a  single  track,  standard 
gauge  line  for  the  transportation  of  both  freight  and  pas- 
sengers, to  be  run  by  electricity,  along  certain  highways  in 
the  county  of  San  Joaquin. 

WENATCHEE,  WASH.— The  City  Council  has  granted  a 
franchise  to  the  Wenatchee  Traction  Company  for  the  con- 
struction of  an  electric  railway  over  the  city  streets.  The 
company  deposited  a  sum  of  $-5000  guaranteeing  that  the 
firet  unit  covering  Wenatchee  avenue  will  be  completed  in  IS 
months,   and   the   second    unit   within    two   years. 

WOODLAND,  CAL.— The  Vallejo  &  Northern  Railroad 
has  presented  an  application  to  the  City  Trustees  for  a  fran- 
chise for  its  line  over  the  main  street  of  this  city.  The  com- 
pany is  to  begin  construction  work  in  a  very  short  time 
on  its  air  line  between  here  and  Sacramento,  as  its  bridges 
across  the  Sacramento  River  will  be  completed  by  autumn. 
The  Vallejo  &  Northern  will  connect  with  the  Northern 
Electric  at  Sacramento  and  run  to  Vallejo  via  Winters,  Vaca- 
ville  and  Suisun.  A  steamer  line  will  connect  it  with  San 
Francisco. 

SACRAMENTO,  CAL.— .With  the  completion  of  the 
Northern  Electric  Company's  new  bridge  now  being  built 
across  the  Sacramento  River  at  the  foot  of  M  street,  will 
come  the  extension  of  the  company's  lines  to  Woodland.  The 
company  has  for  a  year  been  planning  for  this  extension  and 
another  branch  to  run  from  Marysville  to  Colusa.  Probably 
the  Colusa  branch  '  will  be  started  first,  but  it  is  assured, 
practically,  that  the  Woodland  extension  will  be  commenced 
during  the  present  year  and  probably  be  completed  by  the 
middle  of  next  March.  The  company  will  not,  for  a  year, 
build  the  line  from  Chico  to  Red  Bluff. 

LOS  ANGELES,  CAL.— The  Southern  Pacific  and  Salt 
Lake  lines  are  to  be  merged  with  the  Pacific  Electric  in  Long 
Beach,  according  to  authentic  reports.  The  southern  divis- 
ion of  the  trolley  system  is  to  dominate  the  united  roads,  and 
material  for  electrifying  the  steam  lines  is  understood  to 
have  been  already  ordered.    The  merger  will  give  the  three 


roads  absolute  control  of  the  inner  harbor  traffic,  as  the 
Pacific  Electric  owns  a  belt  line  around  that  harbor  that 
joins  with  the  city's  railway  leading  to  and  on  the  municipal 
docks.  Expenses  will  be  lessened.  This  may  lead  to  the 
landing  of  Southern  Pacific  steamships  at  Long  Beach  in- 
stead of  San  Pedro,  as  passengers  landed  at  Long  Beach  can 
be  transported  here  quicker  than  they  can  be  carried  from 
San  Pedro.  It  is  stated  that  30  minutes  can  be  saved  in 
this  way.  The  Pacific  Electric  will  obtain  control  of  2.90 
miles  of  the  Southern  Pacific  and  5.60  miles  of  the  Salt  Lake 
road,  a  number  of  side  tracks  and  spurs,  and  also  several 
freight  yards.  The  Pacific  Electric  bought  a  depot  site  to 
the  right  of  the  pier  entrance.  The  laqua,  a  schooner  car- 
rying 230,000  feet  of  redwood  lumber,  docked  at  the  Long 
Beach  city  wharf  last  Friday,  being  the  first  vessel  to  do  so. 


TELEPHONE  AND  TELEGRAPH. 

NAPA,  CAL. — W.  M.  Lyons  has  made  application  for  a 
franchise  for  a  period  of  50  years  for  a  telephone  line  along 
the  public  roads  in  the  county  of  Napa.  Sealed  bids  will 
be  received  for  the  sale  of  said  franchise  at  the  office  of 
the  clerk  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  up  to  July  11,  11)11. 

UKIAH,  CAL.— Hugh  Coy  has  petitioned  the  Board  of 
Supervisors  for  permission  to  erect  poles  and  string  wires 
and  maintain  same  for  telephone  purposes.  The  line  is  to 
extend  from  the  southwest  corner  of  the  race  track  one 
mile  south  of  Ukiah,  south  along  Ukiah  and  Hopland  road. 
The   petitioner  was   granted   permission. 

UKIAH,  CAL.— The  Willits  and  Laytonville  Telephone 
&  Telegraph  Company  has  made  application  to  the  Board  of 
Supervisors  for  permission  to  erect  poles  and  string  wires 
and  maintain  same  for  telephone  purposes  from  the  lower 
end  of  Long  Valley  to  Willits,  over  the  right  of  way  of  the 
new  county  road.     The  permission  was  granted. 


WATERWORKS. 

TACOMA,  WASH. — The  council  has  authorized  the  water 
superintendent  to  lay  400  feet  of  pipe  on  Cascade  avenue. 

OAKDALE,  CAL. — Last  Saturday  Oakdale  voted  217  to 
42  for  a  waterworks,  which  means  that  fire  protection  will 
be  extended  to  all,  and  by  a  vote  of  213  to  28  a  sewer  sys- 
tem was  made  possible. 

SEATTLE,  WASH. — A  special  water  bond  election  held 
in  Snohomish  resulted  in  favor  of  a  $110,000  issue.  Super- 
intendent Miley  of  the  Atlas  Construction  Company  of  Ever- 
ett will  at  once  start  work. 

REDMOND,  ORE.— The  Council  has  awarded  to  the  firm 
of  Jeffery  &  Bufton,  contractors  of  Portland,  a  contract  for 
the  proposed  waterworks  system  from  Cline  Falls  to  this 
city   on  their  bid  of   $24,500. 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL.— The  Spring  Valley  Water  Com- 
pany is  to  erect  a  pumping  station  at  Lake  Merced,  on  the 
corner  of  23d  avenue  and  Sloat  boulevard.  Plans  have  been 
prepared  by  Engineers  L.  Winther  and  H.  Monett  and  are 
now  being  figured. 

SALT  LAKE  CITY,  UTAH.— Sealed  bids  will  be  received 
at  the  office  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  up  to  June  30th, 
1911,  for  the  work  of  constructing  waterways  at  the  inter- 
section of  Second  South  and  Seventh  East  streets,  accord- 
ing to  plans  and  specifications  on  file  in  the  City  Engineer's 
office. 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL.— Treasurer  McDougald  has  sold 
to  the  Western  Metropolis  National  Bank  $14,000  worth  of 
the  Sierra  water  supply  bonds,  the  purchase  being  made 
by  the  bank  for  a  client.  The  price  paid  was  that  under 
which  all  the  treasurers'  sales  are  made,  par  and  accrued 
interest. 
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PRECIPITATION  AND  ALTITUDE  IN  THE  SIERRAS 


BY   CHARLES    H..    LEE. 


Precipitation  studies  made  by  the  Los  Angeles 
aqueduct  in  connection  with  a  general  investigation 
of  water-suppl}^  conditions  in  the  Owens  Valley  have 
led  to  some  interesting  results  regarding  the  relation 
of   precipitation    and    altitude    in    the    Sierra    Nevada 


The  phenomenon  of  the  increase  of  precipitation 
with   altitude   is   fully   recognized  by   hydraulic   engi- 
neers who  have  had  occasion  to  investigate  the  subject 
of  precipitation.     As  a  basis  for  engineering  computa- 
tions the  relation  is  often  assumed  to  be  a  simple  ratio, 


The  High  Sierras 


Mountains.  The  portion  of  the  range  considered  ex- 
tends from  Lake  Tahoe  to  the  Alojave  Desert.  Data 
gathered  and  published  by  the  U.  S.  Weather  Bureau 
were  used  where  available,  and  were  supplemented 
on  the  east  slope  of  the  Sierra,  adjacent  to  the  Owens 
Valley,  with  records  kept  by  the  aqueduct.  The  in- 
vestigations were  carried  on  by  the  writer  under  the 
direction  of  William  Mulholland,  chief  engineer  of 
the  Los  Angeles  aqueduct. 


which  may  be  applied  without  regard  to  any  factor 
but  difference  of  elevation.  As  a  matter  of  fact  how- 
ever topography,  prevailing  winds,  latitude  and 
conditions  of  the  atmosphere  have  a  marked  effect 
upon  the  geographic  distribution  of  rainfall  as  well  as 
altitude.  The  straight  line  relation,  even  when  used 
as  a  convenient  approximation  has  a  limited  use  and 
should  not  be  employed  indiscriminately,  as  is  shown 
by  the  studies  herewith  presented. 
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The  general  area  within  which  precipitation  data 
was  considered  is  shown  by  the  accompanying  map 
(Plate  1)  of  the  southern  Sierra.  Upon  this  are  indi- 
cated the  principal  rivers  and  their  drainage  areas, 
stream  gaging  and  precipitation  stations,  and  isohyets 
or  lines  of  equal  annual  rainfall.  The  isohyets  repre- 
sented by  solid  lines  are  those  of  the  Water  and  For- 
est Association  as  amended  in  1908  by  Edwin  Dur- 
yea  Jr.  The  dotted  isohyets  in  the  southeastern  portion 
of  the  area  are  revisions  proposed  by  the  writer  based 
on  all  data  available  to  date.  The  southern  and  east- 
ern extension  of  the  30-inch  and  20-inch  isohyets  is  the 
most  radical  change  and  is  justified  by  the  aqueduct 
observations  in  Owens  Valley. 

The  relations  of  precipitation  and  topography  are 
shown  in  a  general  manner  by  the  position  of  the 
isohyets.  A  more  instructive  method  is  by  graphical 
study  of  observations  made  in  and  near  cross-sections 
of  the  Sierra  laid  out  at  right  angles  to  the  trend  of 
the  range.  Five  such  were  chosen  and  are  shown  on 
the  map  as  the  Central  Pacific,  Mokelumne,  Taboose, 
Oak  and  Bairs  sections.  There  are  sufficient  observa- 
tion stations  along  the  two  most  northerly  of  these  to 
indicate  the  relations  upon  both  slopes  of  the  range, 
but  records  applying  to  the  three  southerly  sections 
are  confined  to  the  east  slope. 

A  list  of  stations  along  the  Central  Pacific  and 
Mokelumne  sections  is  given  on  Table  1,  together  witn 
elevation,  distance  from  the  Great  Valley,  length  of 
record,  observed  and  computed  mean  seasonal  pre- 
cipitations and  observed  precipitation  during  the  sea- 
son 1909-10.  The  stations  selected  were  all  within 
twelve  miles  of  the  sections  and  their  elevations  were 


such  that  they  lay  in  the  average  profile  of  ground 
surface.  (See  Diagrams  3  and  6).  Of  stations  in  the 
Central  Pacific  group,  Sacramento,  Newcastle,  Iowa 
I-lill,  Reno  (1888-89  to  1909-10)  and  Wadsworth  (1890- 
yl  to  1909-10)  are  maintained  by  the  Weather  Bureau. 
Observations  at  other  stations  are  made  by  agents  of 
the  Central  Pacific  Railway.  Stations  in  the  Mokel- 
umne group  are  all  maintained  by  the  Weather  Bureau. 
Elevations  are  those  published  in  Weather  Bureau  re- 
ports and  where  possible  were  compared  with  those 
given  on  Government  topographic  sheets.  Distances 
from  the  Great  Valley  were  scaled  from  the  Govern- 
ment topographic  sheets  or  from  the  general  land  office 
map  of  California.  Observed  mean  seasonal  precipita- 
tion was  computed  for  the  season  September  1  to 
August  31,  The  observed  means  are  for  periods  of 
differing  length  and  to  obtain  values  more  strictly 
comparable  the  records  were  computed  so  as  to  apply 
to  a  single  definite  period.  That  selected  for  the  Central 
Pacific  Group  extended  over  the  forty  seasons  1870-71 
to  1909-10,  and  for  the  Mokelumne  group  the  28  seasons 
1882-3  to  1909-10.  The  method  of  correcting  a  short 
record  was  the  common  one  of  comparison  with  an 
adjacent  station  having  a  complete  record. 

Stations  in  the  Taboose,  Oak,  and  Bairs  groups 
were  established  and  maintained  by  the  aqueduct. 
They  are  listed  on  Table  3  with  elevation  distance  from 
Sierra  crest,  observed  and  computed  mean  seasonal 
precipitation.  The  gages  were  located  on  or  near 
the  sections  at  the  approximate  crossings  of  500  foot 
contours.  The  immediate  surroundings  were  selected 
with  respect  to  accessibility  from  roads  and  trails  and 
the  recognized  requirements  for  good  exposure  were 


DESCRIPTION   AND    MEAN 
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Sacramento    71 

Rocklin     249 

New  Castle   956 

Auburn    1363 

Colfax    2421 

Iowa  Hill 2825 

Gold  Run 3222 

Towle   (Alta)    3612 

Blue  Canyon    4695 

Emigrant  Gap.  .  .  .  5230 

Cisco    5939 

Summit     7017 

Truckee    5820 

Boca    5531 

Reno    4484 

Wadsworth    4084 

(Fernley) 

Stations    1    to    12    inclusive,    Seasonal    totals    (Sept.    1    to  Aug.   31). 
Stations    13    to    16    inclusive,    Calendar    year    totals,    except  last  column. 
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Base 
Station 


No.  of  years 
Covered 


Sacramento    40 
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TABLE  2. 
DESCRIPTION   AND    MEAN    PRECIPITATION  FOR    STATIONS    IN    MOKELUMNE    GROUP. 
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TABLE    3. 
PRECIPITATION  STATIONS  IN  OWEN  VALLEY. 
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CENTRAL     PACIFIC     GROUP     of     PRECIPITATION     GAGES, 
DIAGRAM    N2  I-    RELATION    OF    ALTITUDE    AND    PRECIPITATION 


observed.  The  highest  level  on  the  slope  of  the  Sierra 
which  can  be  reached  front  the  Owens  Valley  after  the 
winter  snow  storms  is  approximately  the  6500  foot  con- 
tour. Gages  were  distributed  between  this  contour 
and  the  valley  floor,  which  near  Independence  has  an 
average  elevation  of  3800  feet.  The  type  of  gage  used 
was  the  ordinary  8-inch  cylindrical  gage  of  the 
Weather  Bureau.  The  funnel  shaped  receiver,  how- 
ever, was  dispensed  with  so  that  the  catch  fell  directly 
into  the  8-inch  cylinder.  The  mounted  observer  car- 
ried the  inner  tube  and  cedar  measuring  stick  and 
poured  the  catch  from  the  container  into  the  small  tube 
for  measurement.  Snow  was  reduced  to  equivalent 
water  by  weighing  the  catch  with  a  spring  balance. 
The  gages  were  visited  after  each  storm,  an  observer 
being  detailed  to  each  group.  Snow  shoes  were  part 
of  the  necessary  equipment  in  winter.  The  exact  ele- 
vation and  location  of  the  gages  was  determined  by 
ordinary  engineering  methods.  Distances  from  the 
Sierra  crest  were  scaled  from  the  Mt.  Whitney  Quad- 
rangle of  the  U.  S.  Geological  Survey.  The  26-year 
record  at  Independence  which  was  used  as  a  basis  for 
computing  long  term  means  is  given  in  Table  4.  The 
portion  of  this  record  from  September,  1866  to  August, 
1877,  was  obtained  under  the  direction  of  U.  S.  Army 
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officers  stationed  at  Fort  Independence.  It  was  ob- 
tained under  conditions  sufficiently  similar  to  permit 
of  its  being  combined  with  the  more  recent  Weather 
Bureau  record  at  the  present  town  of  Independence. 

The  relations  of  precipitation,  altitude  and  topo- 
graphic position,  and  also  profiles  of  ground  surface 


TAPLE  4. 


1865-1877,  U.    S, 

1892-1895,  and 
Season.        Sept. 

1865-6  

1866-7  0 

1867-8  0.07 

1868-9  0 

1869-0  0 

1870-1  0 

1871-2  0 

1872-3  0 

1873-4  0.10 

1874-5  0.40 

1875-6  0.01 

1876-7  0.16 

1891-2  

1892-3  0 

1893-4  T 

1894-5  T 

1895-6  T 

1896-7  

1897-8  

1898-9  0.20 

1899-0  T 

1900-1  0.75 

1901-2  0 

1902-3  T 

1903-4  T 

1904-5  0.32 

1905-6  0,25 

1906-7  0 

1907-8  0 

1908-9  0.84 

1909-0  0.07 

26  year. 

Mean   0.12 


PRECIPITATION   IN   INCHES  AT  INDEPENDENCE,   CAL. 


War  Department,   Port  Independence.     Elevation  3930. 
1898-1910,    U.    S.    Weatlier    Pureau,    Independence.     Elevation 
Oct.  Nov.  Dec.  Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr. 


0.32 
0.32 
0.74 

0 
1.10 

0 

0 

0 
0.80 

0 
0.26 

6.35 

0 

0 
0.83 


0 
0.30 
0.01 
0.65 
0.08 
0.42 
0.06 

0 

0 
2.12 
0.03 
0.01 

0.29 


0 

0 
0.21 
0.44 
0.14 

0 
0.65 

0 

0 
0.40 
0.66 

0 

o.Vs 

0.10 

0 
0.67 


0.10 
0.85 
1.34 
0.22 
0.41 

T 

0 

0.43 

0.02 

T 
0.01 
0.19 

0.25 


0.65 

2.27 

12.19 

1.17 

0 
1.00 
4.70 
1.18 
3.40 

0 
0.62 

0 

iiei 

0.75 
1.89 
0.08 


0.20 
0.56 
0.13 
0.06 
0.04 
0 

T 

T 
0.84 
0.42 
0.20 
3.90 

1.43 


2.42 

0 
5.46 
0.16 
0.20 

0 

0 

0 
2.40 
1.73 
1.51 
0.76 

i.Vi 

0.12 
1.24 
1.67 


0.54 
0.31 
2.81 
0.04 
0.71 

T 
0.54 
2.89 
0.95 
1.63 
3.27 
0.25 

1.12 


0 
1.63 

0 

0 
1.36 
1.28 
0.30 
0.40 
1.00 

0 
0.70 

0 

2.91 
0.42 
1.18 
.0 


T 
0.05 
0.64 
1.69 
0.27 
1.20 
0.73 
0.13 
0.56 
0.98 
2.73 

T 

0.77 


0 
4.76 

0 
0.32 

0 

0 
0.28 

0 

0 

0 
0.87 

0 
0.62 
0.98 
0.09 
0.12 


0 
0.01 
0.67 
0.05 
1.05 
0.34 
0.95 
2.08 
1.86 
1.10 
0.14 
0.16 
0.10 

0.61 


0.16 
0.53 
0.40 
0.11 
0.21 

0 
0.55 

0 

0 

0 

0 
0.59 

o!62 

0.02 

T 


0.16 
0,02 
0.62 

T 
0,17 
0,19 

T 

T 
0,36 
0,14 

T 
0,12 
0.31 

0,17 


920. 
May 

o.Ye 

0.71 
0.36 
0.27 

0 

0.18 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0.69 

0.96 

T 
0.10 
0.01 


0.23 
0.03 
0.22 
0.36 
0.04 

T 
0.02 
0.25 
0,42 
0.01 

T 

T 
0 

0,17 


June 

'  o" 
0 
0 
0 

0.30 
0 
0 

0.01 
0 

0.15 
0 

0.07 
0 

0.11 
T 


T 
0.37 
0.04 

0 
0.01 
0.02 

0 

0 

0.10 

0.55 

T 

T 

0 

0.06 


July 

6.01 
0.10 
0.03 
0.35 

0 
0.28 

0 
0.15 

0 
0.19 

0 

T 

0.77 

0.12 

T 


T 
0.01 
0.08 
0.10 
0.17 

0 

T 

0 
0.31 

T 
0.26 

0 
0.27 

0.12 


Aug. 

i.'i's 

0 

0 
0.10 

0 
0.12 
0.05 

0 

0 
0.56 

0 

T 

T 

0.51 

0.04 


0.11 
0.06 

T 
0.32 
0.13 

0 
0.07 

T 
0.04 

0 
0.46 
0.25 

0 

0.15 


Total 


11.43 
19.46 
3.33 
2.63 
3.68 
7.06 
1.63 
7.06 
3.33 
5.27 
2.46 

'  8,38 
2.34 


1.54 
3.70 
6.51 
4.23 
2.06 
2.66 
3.98 
6.79 
4.17 
6.01 
7.61 
5.10 

5.26 
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based  on  U.  S.  Geological  Survey  .topographic  maps 
are  shown  for  each  of  the  accompanying  charts.  The 
values  represented  by  numbered  points  are  those  given 
in  Tables  1,  2  and  3.  The  points  at  the  upper  end  of 
curves  for  Taboose,  Oak,  and  Bairs  sections  need  fur- 
ther explanation  however.  As  previously  noted  it  was 
not  practical  to  make  complete  precipitation  observa- 
tions above  the  6500  foot  contour  in  Owens  Valley.  An 
attempt  has  been  made  however  to  arrive  at  approxi- 
mate values  for  precipitation  along  the  adjacent  Sierra 
ciest  from  computations  based  on  measured  stream 
flow.  Data  available  were  the  true  run-off  from  the 
east  slope  of  the  Sierra  measured  at  mouths  of  can- 

MOKELUMNE     GROUP    of    PRECIPITATION     GAGES. 
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yons,  and  an  approximate  value  of  the  run-off  factor. 
The  mean  seasonal  discharge  per  square  mile  of  moun- 
tain drainage  areas  crossed  by  the  Taboose  and  Oak 
sections  is  1.75  sec.  ft.,  and  by  the  Bairs  section  1.36 
sec.  ft.  The  run-off  factor  for  Kings  River,  which  is 
adjacent  to  Owens  Valley  drainage  on  the  west,  is  0.59. 
Computations  for  the  latter  are  based  on  the  isohyets 
of  Plate  1 ;  observed  variation  in  precipitation  at  Mer- 
ced, Fresno,  Sanger,  Selma,  Visalia  and  Summerdale; 
and  discharge  measurements  of  Kings  River  at  Red 
Mountain  covering  20  seasons.  Run-off  factors  for  the 
small  drainage  areas  tributary  to  Owens  Valley  are 
probably  larger  than  for  Kings  River  for  the  follow- 
ing reasons :  the  greater  average  elevation  of  drainage 
areas  tributary  to  Owens  Valley;  non-porous  charac- 
ter of  the  granite  bed-rock;  the  universal  occurrence 


of  deep  cirques  and  canyons  which  favor  the  collecting 
of  snow  in  protected  drifts ;  the  snow  dust  carried  over 
the  Sierra  crest  into  the  cirque  basins  by  prevailing 
west  and  northwest  winds ;  and  the  absence  of  lake  sur- 
faces or  extensive  areas  supporting  vegetation.  All  of 
these  characteristics  tend  to  make  the  run-off  greater 
than  for  Kings  River  by  decreasing  evaporation  and 

TABOOSE     GROUP     of     PRECIPITATION     GAGES, 
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percolation  losses.  A  value  of  0.75  is  thought  to  cor- 
rectly represent  run-off  conditions  for  the  Owens  Val- 
ley streams. 

The  shape  of  many  of  the  mountain  drainage  areas 
tributary  to  the  Owens  Valley  is  that  of  an  isosceles 
triangle  with  apex  at  canyon  mouth  and  base  lying 
along  the  Sierra  crest.    Measuring  from  the  Sierra  crest 
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OAK     GROUP    OF    PRECIPITATION     GAGES  BAIRS    GROUP     OF    PRECIPITATION     GAGE5. 

DIAGRAM  N'  10  -  RELATION  OF  ALTITUDE  AND   PRECIPnATlON  DIAGRAM   N^  13  -  RELATION  OF  ALTITUDE  AND    PRECIPITATION 
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and  assuming  a  uniform  rate  of  change  of  precipitation 
from  crest  to  canyon  mouth,  as  indicated  by  the  ob- 
servations in  the  Central  Pacific  and  Mokelumne  sec- 
tions, the  average  precipitation  over  one  of  these  tri- 
angles equals  the  true  precipitation  at  one-third  the 
distance  between  these  two  points.  The  observed  pre- 
cipitation at  canyon  mouths  being  available  it  is  there- 
fore a  matter  of  simple  proportion  to  compute  that  at 
the  crest.  The  average  depth  of  precipitation  over 
drainage  areas  having  run-off  factors  of  0.75  and  dis- 
charges per  sq.  mi.  of  1.75  and  1.36  sec.  ft.,  is  31.7  and 
24.6  ins.  respectively.  Employing  the  method  of  com- 
putation outlined  above,  the  values  for  precipitation  at 
the  Sierra  crest  are  40.8  ins.  for  the  Taboose  and  Oak 
sections  and  32.7  for  the  Bairs  section.  These  are  the 
points  not  numbered  on  Diagrams  7,  8, 10,  11,  13,  and  14, 
The  study  of  the  data  presented  in  Tables  1,  2  and 
3  involves  a  graphical  analysis  of  the  relation  of  fl) 
precipitation  to  altitude  and  (2)  horizontal  position  to 
precipitation  m  connection  with  topography  See 
Diagrams     1,    4,    10,    13    and    Diagrams    2,3    5    6 
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DIAGRAM  N2   14 
RELATION  OF   TOPOGRAPHIC  LOCATION  AND  PRECIPITATION. 
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8,  9,  11,  12,  14,  15).  In  general  the  shape  of 
the  curves  which  fit  the  platted  points  is  sim- 
ilar throughout  each  set  of  diagrams.  Examining  the 
precipitation  and  altitude  curves  in  detail  it  appears 
that  there  is  an  increase  of  precipitation  with  altitude 
from  the  floor  of  the  Great  Valley  up  the  western  slope 
of  the  Sierra  to  about  the  5000  foot  level.  The  rate  of 
increase  for  this  portion  of  the  curve  is  greatest  in  the 
lower  foothills  and  steadily  decreases  with  in- 
crease of  elevation.  Above  5000  feet  there  is  a 
moderate  decrease  in  precipitation  with  increase 
of  altitude,  the  rate  being  practically  constant. 
East  of  the  Sierra  crest  precipitation  decreases 
rapidly  with  decrease  in  altitude,  maintaining  a  con- 
stant rate  to  the  5000  foot  level  and  a  decreasing  rate 
below  this  elevation.  The  distance  and  precipitation 
curves  conform  to  the  profile  in  general  shape,  except 
that  their  maxima  are  west  of  the  topographic  crests, 
occupying  the  same  relative  position  with  respect  to  the 
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Great  Valley  as  the  5000  foot  level.  They  have  a  ten- 
dency to  become  horizontal  over  the  level  portions  of 
the  profile  to  rise  over  v^restern  slopes  below  the  5000 
foot  contour,  fall  over  western  slopes  above  this  con- 
tour, and  to  fall  over  eastern  slopes.  In  other  words 
the  general  slope  of  the  country  seems  to  have  more 
to  do  with  the  amount  of  precipitation  than  does  alti- 
tude. 

Precipitation  upon  the  plains  of  northern  India 
and  the  southern  slope  of  the  Himalaya  Mountains 
exhibits  a  similar  variation.  An  emperical  equation 
giving  the  relation  of  precipitation  and  elevation  has 
been  developed  from  observations  in  that  region  as 
follows :  R  =  1  +  1.92h  —  0.40h'  -f  0.02h'  in  which  R 
represents  the  amount  of  rain  and  h  the  relative  height 
in  units  of  1000  feet  above  an  assumed  plane  which 
was  itself  1000  feet  above  sea  level.  The  critical  ele- 
vation was  4160  feet  above  sea  level  and  observations 
were  sufficient  to  determine  that  the  form  of  the  curve 
above  this  elevation  was  similar  to  that  below,  the 
complete  curve  approximating  a  cubic  parabola  whose 
axis  is  the  line  represented  bj^  the  critical  elevation. 
The  curves  on  Diagrams  1  and  4  suggest  a  similar 
relation  for  the  west  slope  of  the  Sierra,  with  a  crit- 
ical elevation  of  about  5000  feet.  The  relatively  low 
crest  of  the  latter  range,  however,  breaks  the  relation 
jtist  above  the  critical  elevation  so  that  the  upper 
arm  of  the  curve  is  incomplete,  and  a  discontinuity 
i.-;  introduced.  The  relation  of  precipitation  to  ele- 
vation upon  the  Sierra  Nevada  are  therefore  not 
unique  but  conform  to  some  general  law. 

The  condition  met  with  is  the  broad  slope  of  a 
long  mountain  range  presented  to  a  prevailing  moist- 
ure laden  wind.  The  movement  of  a  body  of  moist 
air  up  such  a  slope  results  in  expansion  and  cooling 
of  the  air.  When  the  temperature  reaches  the  dew 
point  condensation  of  the  aqueous  vapor  occurs.  The 
latent  heat  thus  liberated  tends  to  warm  the  air  and 
raises  its  temperature  above  the  dew  point.  The  descent 
of  the  leeward  slope  of  the  range  is  accomoanied  by 
rapid  compression  and  rising  temperature  of  the  body 
o^"  air.  Hence  precipitation  is  greatest  along  the  lower 
windward  slopes  of  the  Sierra,  reaching  its  maximum 
at  the  lower  cloud  limit  at  the  5000  foot  contour,  de- 
creases slowly  from  here  to  the  crest  of  the  range,  and 
decreases  rapidly  down  the  leeward  slope  to  the  des- 
ert. It  is  therefore  not  increasing  elevation  alone 
which  causes  increase  in  precipitation,  but  broad  rising 
slopes  which  give  an  upward  movement  to  bodies  of 
moist  air  driven  by  prevailing  winds. 

The  conclusions  form  this  study  which  can  be 
applied  in  practical  computations  are  as  follows : 

(1)  The  precipitation  upon  the  west  slope  of  the 
Sierra  between  the  Yuba  and  Tuolumne  Rivers  in- 
creases at  a  variable  rate  which  expressed  as  an  aver- 
age is  0.85  inches  per  100  feet  rise  between  the  floor 
of  the  Great  Valley  and  the  5000  foot  contour. 

(2)  Above  the  5000  foot  contour  it  decreases 
approximately  at  the  rate  of  0.40  inches  per  100  foot 
rise  to  the  crest  of  the  Sierra. 

(3)  Precipitation  upon  the  east  slope  of  the  Sierra 
decreases  at  differing  rates  depending  on  the  elevation 
of  the  crest  and  depth  of  precipitation  at  the  summit. 
The  rate  is  constant  above  the  5000  foot  contour  and 
for  the  sections  studied  is  as  follows:  Central  Pacific 
1-74  ins.  per  100  feet  fall.  Mokelumne  1.43  ins.  per 
100  feet  fall,  Taboose  and  Oak  0.46  ins.  per  100  feet 
fall,  and  Bairs  0.34  ins.  per  100  feet  fall. 


NEW    SPECIFICATIONS    FOR    RUBBER    COV- 
ERED  WIRE. 

In  response  to  a  number  of  requests  we  publish 
the  new  specifications  for  rubber  covered  wire  (0-600 
volts)  recently  issued  by  the  National  Board  of  Fire 
Underwriters.  These  have  already  been  adopted  in 
New  York  City  and  in  Chicago  and  will  soon  be  re- 
quired in  several  Pacific  Coast  cities.  A  stock  of  wire 
meeting  these  requirements  is  now  being  carried  on 
the  Coast,  so  that  contractors  and  others  can  comply 
with  these  rulings : 

Rule  40  (a)  Copper  for  insulated  solid  conductors  of  No. 
4  B.  &  S.  gauge  and  smaller  must  not  vary  in  diameter  more 
than  .002  of  an  inch  from  the  standard.  On  solid  sizes  larger 
than  No.  4  B.  &  S.  gauge  the  diameter  shall  not  vary  more 
than  one  per  cent  from  the  speci0ed  standard.  The  conduc- 
tivity of  solid  conductors  shall  not  he  less  than  97  per  cent 
of  that  of  pure  copper  of  the  specified  size. 

In  all  stranded  conductors  the  sum  of  the  circular  mils 
of  the  individual  wires,  shall  not  be  less  than  the  nominal 
circular  mils  of  the  strand  by  more  than  one  and  one-half 
per  cent.  The  conductivity  of  the  individual  wires  in  a  strand 
shall  not  be  less  than  is  given  in  the  following  table,  which 
applies  to  tinned  conductors: 


Number 

Per  cent. 

Number. 

Per  cent. 

14    and   larger 

97.0 

23 

95.2 

15 

96.8 

24 

95.0 

16 

96.6 

25 

94.8 

17 

96.4 

26 

94.6 

18 

96.2 

27 

94.4 

19 

96.0 

28 

94.2 

20 

95.8 

29 

94.0 

21 

95.6 

30 

93.8 

22 

95.4 

The  standard  for  diameters  and  milages  shall  be  that 
adopted   by  the  American  Institute   of   Electrical   Engineers. 

(b)  Wires  and  cables  designed  to  meet  the  following 
specifications  must  have  a  distinctive  marking  the  entire 
length  of  the  coil  so  that  they  may  be  readily  identified  in 
the  field.  They  must  also  be  plainly  tagged  or  marked  as 
follows: 

1.  The  maximum  voltage  at  which  the  wire  is  designed 
to  be  used. 

2.  The  words  "National  Electric  Code  Standard." 

3.  Name  of  the  manufacturing  company  and,  if  desired, 
trade  name  of  the  wire. 

4.  Month    and    year    when    manufactured. 

Rule  41.  All  tests  required  by  this  rule  shall  apply  on 
all  wire  at  the  time  of  manufacture  as  well  as  up  to  and 
including  the  time  of  installation. 

(a)  Copper  for  conductors  must  be  thoroughly  tinned. 

(b)  Must  consist  of  rubber  or  other  approved  com- 
pounds, homogeneous  in  character,  adhering  to  the  conductor, 
and  of  a  thickness  not  less  than  that  given  in  the  following 
table: 


Circular  Mils 
250,000   to      500,000 
500,000   to   1,000,000 
Over  1,000,000 


Thickness 
3/32  inch 
7/64  inch 
1/8     inch 


B.  &  S.  Gauge.    Thickness 
18   to   16  1/32   inch 

15   to     S  3/64   inch 

7   to      2  1/64   inch 

1   to  0000  5/64   inch 

Measurements  of  insulating  wall  are  to  be  made  at  the 
thinnest   portion   of   the   dielectric. 

(c)  Every  length  of  completed  wire  or  cable  must  be 
tested  after  ten  hours'  immersion  in  water,  temperature  to 
approximate  60  degrees,  Fahr.  (15.5  C),  and  results  of  Insu- 
lation tests  at  different  temperatures  to  be  reduced  to  a 
basis  of  60  degrees  Fahr.  by  using  factors  in  the  following 

table: 

These  tests  must  be  made  after  an  electrificaUon  of  one 
minute  and  with  a  voltage  of  not  less  than  100  volts.  Table 
of  Multipliers  to  Correct  Insulation  Resistances  at  Observed 
Temperatures  to  Megohms  at  60  degrees  Fahrenheit. 
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Temp. 

Temp. 

Temp. 

Temp. 

Degs. 

Multi- 

Degs. 

Multi- 

Degs. 

Multi- 

Degs. 

Multi- 

Fahr. 

plier. 

Fahr. 

plier. 

Fahr. 

plier. 

Fahr. 

plier. 

85 

2.68 

76 

1.88 

67 

1.32 

58 

.92 

84 

2.58 

75 

1.81 

66 

1.27 

57 

.88 

S3 

2.48 

74 

1.74 

65 

1.22 

56 

.85 

82 

2.38 

73 

1.67 

64 

1.17 

55 

.82 

SI 

2.29 

72 

1.60 

63 

1.12 

54 

.78 

80 

2.20 

71 

1.54 

62 

1.08 

63 

.75 

79 

2.12 

70 

1.48 

61 

1.04 

52 

.72 

78 

2.04 

69 

1.43 

60 

1.00 

51 

.69 

77 

1.96 

68 

1.37 

59 

.96 

50 

.66 

Voltage  tests  and  minimum  insulation  resistance  to  be 
in  accordance  witti  tlie  following  table: 

TESTS    ON    COMPLETED    LENGTHS    R.    C.    "WIRES    AND 
CABLES,  0-600  VOLT  CLASS. 
Megohms  per  mile  after 


Voltage  test 

10  hours'  immersion 

4 

2000 

150 

for  1  minut^;. 

and  after  vol. 

test. 

2 

2000 

125 

14 

1500 

300 

1 

2500 

150 

12 

1500 

250 

1/0 

2500 

125 

10 

1500 

225 

2/0 

2500 

125 

8 

1500 

200 

3/0 

2500 

100 

6 

2000 

200 

4/0 

2500 

100 

Voltage  tests  and  minimum  insulation  resistance  to  be  in 
accordance  with  the  following   table: 

TESTS    ON    COMPUTED    LENGTHS    R.    C.    WIRES    AND 
CABLES,  0-600  VOLT  CLASS. 


Megohms 

per 

mile  after  10 

Vol.  test 

hrs.  immersion 

.      700,000  C.M's 

3500 

100 

for  one 

and  aft 

:er 

800,000  C.M's 

3500 

100 

Size 

minute. 

voltage  1 

test 

900,000   C.M's 

4500 

100 

250,000 

CM's 

3000 

100 

1,000,000  C.M's 

3500 

100 

300,000 

C.M's 

3000 

100 

1,250,000   C.M's 

3500 

100 

400,000 

C.Ms 

3000 

100 

1,500,000  C.M's 

3500 

75 

500,000 

C.M's 

3000 

100 

1,750,000   C.M's 

3500 

60 

600,000 

C.M's 

3500 

100 

2,000,000   C.M'S 

3500 

50 

Any  length,  may  be  tested  after  30  days'  immersion  in 
clear  water  and  must  show  not  less  than  50  per  cent  of  insu- 
lation resistance  required  after  10  hours'  inlnersion. 

(d)  Any  one  foot  length  of  the  completed  covering  must 
show  a  dielectric  strength  sufficient  to  resist  throughout  five 
minutes  the  application  of  an  electro-motive  force  propor- 
tionate to  the  thickness  of  insulation  in  accordance  with  the 
following  table. 


Thickness 

In  64ths  ins. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

6 

6 


Breakdown  Test 
on  1  foot. 

3,000  Volts  A.C. 

6,000  Volts  A.C. 

9,000  Volts  A.C. 
11,000  Volts  A.C. 
13,000  Volts  A.C. 
15,000  Volts  A.C. 


Thickness 

in  64ths  ins. 

7 

8 

10 

12 

14 

16 


Breakdown  Test 

on  1  foot. 
16,500  Volts  A.C. 
18,000  Volts  A.C. 
21,000  Volts  A.C. 
23,500  Volts  A.C. 
26,000  Volts  A.C. 
28,000  Volts  A.C. 


The  source  of  alternating  electro-motive  force  shall  be 
a  transformer  of  at  least  one  kilowatt  capacity.  The  appli- 
cation of  the  electro-motive  force  shall  first  be  made  at  3000 
volts  for  five  minutes  and  then  the  voltage  increased  by  steps 
of  not  over  3000  volts,  each  held  for  five  minutes,  until  the 
rupture  of  the  insulation  occurs.  The  tests  for  dielectric 
strength  shall  be  made  on  a  sample  of  wire  which  has  been, 
immersed  in  water  for  seventy-two  hours.  One  foot  of  the 
wire  under  test  is  to  be  submerged  in  a  conducting  fluid 
held  in  a  metal  trough,  one  of  the  transformer  terminals 
being  connected  to  the  copper  of  the  wire  and  the  other 
to  the  metal  of  the  trough. 

(h)  Test  for  Hardness  of  Insulation.  The  rubber  or 
other  approved  compounds  used  as  an  insulation,  must,  after 
the  braid  has  been  carefully  removed,  be  sufficiently  elastic 
to  permit  all  wires  smaller  than  No.  7  B.  &  S.  gauge  to  be 
wrapped  at  least  five  times  around  a  cylinder  of  diameter 
as  specified,  and  left  so  wrapped  for  twenty-four  hours 
without  injury  to  the  insulation. 

The  diameter  of  cylinder  used  for  any  size  wire  shall 
be  as  follows: 

Nos.  8,  9  and  10  B.  &  S.  gauge,  equal  to  twice  the  diameter 
of  wire  measured  over  the  insulation,  after  removing  the 
braid. 

No.  11  and  smaller,  B.  &  S.  gauge,  equal  to  the  diameter 
o:  wire  measured  over  the  insulaUon,  after  removing  the  braid. 


Test  for  Softness  of  Insulation.  The  rubber  or  other  ap- 
proved compounds  used  as  an  insulation  must  present  suffi- 
cient resistance  to  crushing  or  tension  to  withstand  the  fol- 
lawing  two  tests: 

Samples  while  being  prepared  for  these  tests  shall  have 
a  temperature  between  50  and  90  degrees  Fahrenheit  and 
shall  be  kept  within  these  limits  during  the  tests. 

Test  A.  A  sample  of  wire  of  sufficient  length  for  test, 
about  20  inches,  shall  have  the  braid  and  insulation  removed 
for  about  two  inches  at  each  end,  leaving  the  braid  and  insu- 
lation on  balance  of  sample.  One  end  of  the  bare  copper 
shall  be  fastened  to  a  clamp  on  a  shaft  of  the  diameter  given 
below,  and  a  ten-pound  weight  attached  to  the  other  bare 
copper  end  of  the  wire.  The  shaft  shall  then  be  revolved 
ten  times  in  ten  seconds,  wrapping  the  sample  in  a  close,  even 
wind  around  the  shaft.  With  the  tension  left  on  the  sample, 
it  shall  then  be  immersed  in  water  at  a  temperature  of  60 
degrees  Fahrenheit  for  twenty-four  hours,  immediately  after 
which  time  it  shall,  while  still  immersed,  be  subjected  to  1500 
volts  alternating  current  for  one  minute  and  shall  show  an 
insulation  resistance  equal  to  at  least  half  that  required  by 
41-c. 

Diameter  of  Shaft,  No.  14  Wire,  170  mils. 
Diameter  of  Shaft,  No.  12  Wire,  190  mils. 
Diameter  of  Shaft,  No.  10  Wire,  275  mils. 
Diameter  of  Shaft,  No.  8  Wire,  375  mils. 

Test  B.  Sample  to  be  tested  shall  have  braid  carefully 
removed  for  at  least  one  inch  from  one  end.  The  wire  itself 
shall  be  connected  to  one  terminal  of  an  electric  circuit,  of 
which  a  testing  tool,  described  in  the  following  paragraph, 
shall  be  the  other  terminal.  This  circuit  shall  have  a  poten- 
tial of  at  least  100  volts  alternating,  or  140  volts  direct  cur- 
rent and  a  resistance  of  at  least  1,000  ohms. 

The  portion  of  the  wire  with  braid  removed  shall  be  placed 
on  a  flat  surface  and  subjected  to  a  pressure,  vertically  ap- 
plied by  means  of  the  edged  tool  mentioned  above,  of  five 
pounds  for  fifteen  minutes.  The  tool  edge  shall  be  sharp  and 
the  sides  of  the  edge  shall  form  an  angle  of  90  degrees  with 
each  other.  During  this  period  the  tool  edge,  when  placed 
transversely  to  the  insulation  shall  not  sink  through  suffi- 
ciently to  touch  the  copper  wire  and  complete  the  electric 
circuit. 

(i)  All  of  the  above  insulations  must  be  protected  by 
a  substantial  braided  covering,  properly  saturated  with  a  pre- 
servative compound.  This  covering  must  be  sufficiently 
strong  to  withstand  all  the  abrasions  likely  to  be  met  with 
in  practice,  and  must  substantially  conform  to  approved  sam- 
ples submitted  by  the  manufacturer. 


WEATHER-PROOFED  ELECTRIC  CABLE  FOR 
CHINA. 

A  list  follows  of  firms  in  Shanghai  which  tendered 
for  21  miles  of  water-proofed  electric  cable  for  the  use 
of  the  Shanghai  municipal  council.  The  table  includes 
name  of  manufacturer  in  most  instances  and  price, 
which  has  been  converted  from  sterling-  quotations  at 
$4.83. 

~  .  Delivery    Quota- 

bnanghai  firms.  Manufacturer.  (weeks)       tion. 

Garrels,   Horner  &  Co.— Felton   &   Guilleaume 14  $5,288 

Arnhoia,   Karberg   &   Co.— Not   given 12  5,540 

Anderson,  Meyer  &  Co— General  Electric  Co 15  5,655 

Shewan,  Tomes  &  Co— TJ.  S.  Steel  Products  Co...  18  5,723 

Siemssen   &   Co — Bergmann   Electrical   Works...  16  5,738 

W.    T.    Henley — Henleys,    Woolwich    14  5  762 

Innis   &  Riddle — Union  Cable  Co 17  5^926 

Scott,  Harding  &  Co— British  Insulated  Co 13  ejols 

Jardine,  Matheson   &  Co— Bergmann   Electric   Co  18  6,110 

Brighten,  Malcolm  &  King— Callenders  (Ltd) 14  6,549 

Siemens  China  Electric  Co.— Siemens  Bros.  &  Co.  15  6,844 

Melchers    &    Co. — Cassierer    &    Co 12  6,882 
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STEAM  SHOVEL  FOR  DITCHING. 

A  number  of  types  of  machines  have  been  devised 
for  ditching,  trenching,  canal  building,  etc.,  but  in  most 
cases  their  use  has  been  limited  to  low  flat  lands  where 
large  quantities  of  earth  were  to  be  moved  cheaply, 
or  in  cities  where  water  gas  or  sewer  pipes  were  to 
be  laid  at  some  distance  below  the  ground  surface. 
The  most  universal  machine  of  this  character,  suitable 
for  the  heaviest  sort  of  work  and  which  may  be  used 
in  almost  any  sort  of  working  is  the  well  known  steam 
bucket  shovel. 

For  all  sorts  of  railroad  work  the  steam  shovel 
has  long  been  found  indispensable,  but  it  is  within 
only  the  last  few  years  that  so  radical  a  use  has  been 
made  as  to  build  mountain  roads  or  to  construct  large 
power  or  irrigation  canals  in  the  rugged  mountain  sec- 
tion of  the  West.  The  cost  of  mountain  roads  is  neces- 
sarily high  and  when  the  road  is  through  an  inaccessi- 
ble region,  where  it  is  difficult  to  procure  labor,  where 
all  supplies  must  be  hauled  many  miles  and  where 
the  excavation  consists  largely  of  large  boulders  or 
solid  rock,  hand  road  making  becomes  almost  impos- 
sible. 

The  first  thought  in  the  use  of  a  steam  shovel  for 
this  work  is  the  cost  of  the  apparatus  and  then  the 
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Ditch   Digging  witli   a   Steam   Shovel. 

cost  and  difficulty  of  transportation  from  the  nearest 
railroad  station  to  the  point  many  miles  away  where 
the  work  is  to  commence.  This  is  of  course  the  prin- 
cipal part  of  the  first  cost.  The  results  of  work  of  this 
kind  in  the  Kings  river  canyon  in  California  were  most 
important,  in  that  the  shovel  once  on  the  road  was 
found  to  operate  satisfactorily,  moving  or  rolling  the 
large  boulders,  stumps  and  logs  with  ease  and  all  other 
rock  left  from  blasting.  The  cost  of  this  road,  includ- 
ing the  cost  of  the  shovel  was  but  50  per  cent  of  the 
cost  of  hand  labor  previous  to  the  use  of  the  shovel 


and  the  rapidity  of  construction  several  times  greater. 
For  work  of  this  sort  there  might  be  some  districts 
where  the  question  of  fuel  would  be  difficult  of  solu- 
tion, but  in  most  cases  fuel  is  near  at  hand  or  easily 
procured.  ,^ 

The  most  important  work  which  the  steam  shovel 
has  accomplished,  however,  in  the  mountain  sections  is 
ill  the  construction  of  earth  canals  of  large  capacity. 
This  work  is  now  being  done  in  California  and  else- 
M'here  on  a  large  scale  and  the  results  are  most  grati- 
fying. An  earth  canal  following  a  mountain  side  and 
having  capacity  for  300  to  500  second  ft.  flow  repre- 
sents a  large  amount  of  excavation.  To  do  this  by 
hand  work  is  more  costly  per  yard  of  excavation  than 
it  would  be  in  a  small  canal  of  say  50  second  ft.  This 
is  because  earth  must  be  handled  more  than  once  due 
to  the  depth  of  the  cut  and  the  height  of  the  dump 
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Ditch  Excavated  by  Steam  Shovel. 

bank.  In  any  case  the  cost  including  the  blasting 
which  may  be  necessary  can  easily  amount  to  a  figure 
that  might  make  a  project,  as  an  investment,  unadvis- 
able.  The  steam  shovel  is  admirably  suited  for  such 
work  and  the  ease  and  certainty  of  operation,  even 
where  the  ground  excavated  must  be  blasted,  makes 
this  method  of  carrying  large  quantities  of  water  eco- 
nomical and  advisable  in  some  localities.  The  cost  of 
canal  built  in  this  manner  is  from  one-half  to  one- 
third  the  cost  of  hand  work;  it,  as  in  road  making,  is 
much  more  rapid  and  the  amount  of  blasting  and  the 
resulting  shaking  of  the  canal  walls  is  less,  thus  insur- 
ing a  more  permanent  structure.  The  shovel  does  not 
leave  the  canal  in  a  finished  condition  as  in  some  of 
the  special  trench  excavators,  hence  there  is  ahvays 
necessity  for  trimming  and  cleaning  up.  But  the  prin- 
cipal object  is  best  accomplished  with  this  machine, 
that  of  excavation. 


THE  COST  OF  CONCRETE  AT  PANAMA. 

There  is  a  slight  increase  in  the  cost  of  concrete 
at  the  Pedro  Miguel  Locks  due  to  a  smaller  yardage, 
consequent  upon  a  portion  of  the  construction  plant 
having  been  moved  to  the  locks  at  Miraflores.  The 
cost  of  $5.2131  per  cu.  yd.  for  the  quarter  is,  however, 
below  the  estimate  of  $8.25  a  cu.  yd.  made  in  October, 
1908.  At  Miraflores,  although  only  a  part  of  the  con- 
struction plant  was  in  operation,  76,087  cu.  yds.  of 
concrete  were  produced  during  the  quarter  at  an  aver- 
age cost  of  $4.8434  a  yard,  as  compared  with  $8  22  a 
yard,  the  estimate  of  October,  1908. 
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PROPERTIES  AND  USES  OF  DOUGLAS  FIR. 

Jn  bulletin  88  of  the  Forest  Service  Mr.  Garvey 
Kline  and  J.  B.  Knapp  present  the  facts  about  the 
mechanical  properties  and  uses  of  Douglas  fir  which 
have  been  collected  by  the  Forest  Service.  It  may, 
perhaps,  be  considered  as  the  most  important  of  Amer- 
ican woods.  Though  in  point  of  production  it  ranks 
second  to  southern  yellow  pine,  its  rapid  growth  in  the 
Pacific  Coast  forests,  its  comparatively  wide  distribu- 
tion, and  the  great  variety  of  uses  to  which  its  wood 
can  be  put  place  it  first.  Estimates  of  the  available 
supply  range  from  300,000,000,000  to  350,000,000,- 
000  feet  board  measure.  It  is  extensively  used  in  the 
hnilding  trades;  by  the  railroads  in  the  form  of  ties, 
piling,  car,  and  bridge  material;  and  by  many  of  the 
manufacturing  industries  of  the  country.  As  a  struc- 
tural timber  it  is  not  surpassed,  and  probably  it  is 
most  widely  used  and  known  in  this  capacity.  The 
species  is  most  abundant  and  attains  its  largest  size 
not  far  above  the  sea  level  in  southern  British  Col- 
umbia and  in  the  region  between  the  coast  of  Washing- 
ton and  Oregon  and  the  western  foothills  of  the  Cas- 
cade Mountains.  Here  large  trees  crowded  close  to- 
gether rise  to  a  height  of  from  200  to  300  feet,  form- 
ing, either  alone  or  mixed  with  hemlock,  very  dense 
forests  that  yield  from  35,000  to  60,000  board  feet  per 
acre  and  sometimes  as  much  as  100,000,  and  in  one  re- 
corded instance  500,000  feet. 

The  wood  is  strong  and  hard,  not  very  heavy,  and 
fairly  durable.  These  qualities  particularly  recommend 
it  for  structural  purposes.  The  grain  is  straight.  The 
spring  and  summer  wood  vary  greatly  in  density ;  the 
spring  growth  is  soft  and  spongy  and  almost  white  in 
color,  while  the  summer  wood  is  hard  and  flinty  and 
very  dark.  The  grain  varies  from  as  few  as  four  or 
five  rings  to  the  radial  inch  to  as  many  as  forty-five. 

In  the  eastern  part  of  its  range  in  the  Rocky  Moun- 
tain region,  where  the  rainfall  is  not  abundant  and 
where  extremes  of  climate  occur,  the  trees  are  much 
smaller,  rarely  over  l^^  ft.  in  diameter  and  over  90  ft. 
high.  In  this  section  the  stand  ranges  from  2000  to 
8000  board  ft.  per  acre. 

Douglas  fir  is  known  by  various  names  in  different 
sections  of  the  country.  The  most  common  names  and 
the  States  in  which  they  are  used  are : 

Douglas  fir  (Utah,  Oregon,  Colorado,  Washing- 
ton). 

Red  fir  (Oregon,  Washington,  Idaho,  Utah,  Mon- 
tana, Colorado). 

Douglas  spruce   (California,  Colorado,  Montana). 

Yellow  fir  (Oregon,  Montana,  Idaho,  Washing- 
ton). 

Spruce  (Montana). 

Oregon  pine  (California,  Washington,  Oregon). 

Fir   (Montana). 

Red  pine  (Utah,  Idaho,  Colorado). 

Puget  Sound  pine  (Washington). 

General  Results  of  Tests. 

Tests  on  8  in.  by  16  in.  by  16  ft.  bridge  stringers 
gave  the  following  average  stresses.  The  likelihood  of 
variations  from  these  averages,  due  to  defects  in  the 
timber  and  to  other  causes,  is  discussed  under  separate 
headings. 


TABLE    1.— RESULTS    OF    TESTS    ON   GREEN   POUGLAS    FIR 
BRIDGE  STRINGERS. 
Fibre 

stress  Modulus  Modulus 

at  elastic  of  or 

limit  rupture     elasticity 
1000  lbs. 

Lbs.   per  Lbs,   per          per 

Selects:                                                                 sq.   in  sq.   in.  sq.   in. 

Green    4,346  6,753  1,654 

Air-dry    '   4,690  7,070  1,644 

Merchantable: 

Gree-n    3,895  5,878  1,481 

Air-dry    4,625  6,472  1,567 

.Seconds: 

Green   3,538  5,1SS  1,328 

Air-dry    3,740  4,551  1,280 

All   grades: 

Green    4,000  6,000  1,510 

Air-dry    ■■      4,467  6,327  1,540 

The  properties  of  green  material  as  derived  from 
tests  on  small  pieces  free  from  defects  as  follows : 

TABLE    2.— RESULTS   OF   TESTS    ON   SMALL  CLEAR   PIECES 
OP     GREEN     DOUGLAS     FIR. 

Pounds    per 

Bending:  sq.   in. 

, Fiber  stress  at  elastic  limit 5,500 

Modulus  of  rupture 8,400 

Modulus  of  elasticity 1,600,000 

Compression   parallel   to   grain: 

Crushing  strength  at  elastic  limit 3,600 

Crushing  strength  modulus  of  elasticity 4,100 

Shearing   770 

1.  By  careful  air-seasoning  to  a  moisture  content 
as  low  as  15  per  cent  the  strength  of  small  clear  speci- 
mens may  be  increased  approximately  35  per  cent. 

2.  Douglas  fir  varies  greatly  in  quality,  the  dififer- 
ent  strength  functions  ranging  in  value  50  per  cent 
above  and  below  the  averages  quoted. 

3.  The  analyses  of  the  results  to  determine  the  re- 
lations existing  between  physical  characteristics  and 
mechanical  properties  of  the  wood  show — 

(a)  That  so-called  red  and  yellow  fir  have  prac- 
tically the  same  strength ;  the  yellow  fir,  however,  con- 
tains fewer  defects  and  is  much  more  uniform  in  rate 
of  growth. 

(b)  The  mechanical  strength  varies  directly  with 
dry  weight ;  that  is,  the  heavier  the  wood  the  greater 
is  its  mechanical  strength.  The  average  oven-dry 
weight  of  Douglas  fir  is  28.8  pounds  per  cubic  foot; 
the  average  weight  of  the  green  material  is,  approxi- 
mately, 38.4  pounds  per  cubic  foot;  and  the  average 
weight  of  thoroughly  air-seasoned  material  is,  approx- 
imately, 33.1  pounds  per  cubic  foot. 

(c)  The  greatest  strength  of  Douglas  fir  is  most 
frequently  associated  with  the  rate  of  growth  between 
12  and  16  rings  per  radial  inch. 

(d)  Knots  and  cross  grains  are  the  most  signifi- 
cant factors  in  grading  Douglas  fir  in  structural  sizes. 
The  size  and  position  of  knots  and  the  condition  of  the 
wood  around  them  should  be  considered  in  judging 
their  effect  on  the  mechanical  properties  of  the  wood. 
The  presence  of  knots  appreciably  decreases  the 
strength  of  green  Douglas  fir  in  compression  parallel 
to  grain ;  the  decrease  is  22  per  cent  with  knots  greater 
than  lyi  inches  in  diameter;  14  per  cent  with  knots  less 
than  1^  inches  and  greater  than  one-half  inch,  and  6 
per  cent  in  knots  one-half  inch  in  diameter  or  less.  The 
decrease  in  compression  strength  at  the  elastic  limit 
is  22  per  cent,  13  per  cent  and  5  per  cent,  respectively. 
(See  Table  6.)  In  beams  the  presence  of  knots  affects 
most  the  modulus  of  rupture ;  the  fibre  stress  at  the 
elastic  limit  and  the  modulus  of  elasticity  apparently 
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are  more  dependent  upon  the  quality  of  the  wood,  and 
are  much  less  influenced  by  such  defects. 

4.  The  tendency  of  specifications  for  Douglas  fir 
in  structural  sizes  is  toward  too  great  severity.  The 
efforts  to  secure  high-grade  material  generally  result 
in  throwing  out  much  material  of  high  structural  merit. 
The  specifications  adopted  by  the  American  Society 
for  Testing  Materials  and  the  American  Railway  En- 
gineering and  IMaintenance  of  Way  Association  in  a 
slighth^  modified  form  appear  to  be  the  most  effective 
yet  devised.  In  framing  specifications,  in  addition  to 
the  points  already  brought  out,  the  following  general 
conclusions  are  of  interest : 

(a)  Sound  knots  1  inch  or  less  in  diameter  which 
do  not  cause  a  marked  disturbance  in  the  grain  should 
not  be  regarded  as  defects  in  structural  timber. 

(b)  Sound  knots  larger  than  one  inch  in  diam- 
eter should  not  be  regarded  as  defects  when  they  occur 
on  the  vertical  faces  and  at  a  distance  from  the  edge 
equal  to  at  least  one-fourth  the  height  of  the  piece. 

(c)  Knots  and  cross  grains  which  interrupt  the 
continuity  of  the  grain  within  2  inches  of  the  edge 
should  not  be  allowed  except  in  the  lowest  grade. 

(d)  Diagonal  grain,  due  to  sawing,  that  has  a 
slant  greater  than  1  inch  in  45  should  not  be  allowed 
in  the  higher  grades. 

5.  Douglas  fir  dimension  stock  seasons  rapidly 
on  the  Pacific  Coast  between  April  and  October;  in 
three  months  the  loss  of  weight  in  8  in.  by  16  in.  by  16 
ft.  pieces  is  approximately  40  pounds  out  of  a  possible 
60  pounds.  During  the  subsequent  rainy  season  tim- 
bers cease  to  lose  weight,  but  during  the  second  sum- 
mer they  reach  a  thoroughly  air-dry  condition. 

Douglas  fir  is  manufactured  into  almost  every 
form  known  to  the  sawmill  operator,  and  much  round 
or  hewed  timber  is  used  which  never  passes  through 
a  sawmill.  A  list  of  such  forms  and  uses  would  repre- 
sent many  industries  and  would  include  piling  and 
poles ;  mine  timbers,  railway  ties,  and  bridge  and  tres- 
tle timbers ;  timbers  for  car  construction ;  practically 
all  kinds  of  lumber  for  houses,  material  for  the  furni- 
ture maker  and  boat  builder ;  special  products  for  coop- 
erage, tanks,  paving  blocks,  boxes,  and  pulpwood;  fuel; 
and  a  long  line  of  miscellaneous  commodities  including 
wood  for  distillation. 

Poles. 

Railroad  and  telegraph  companies  use  a  limited 
number  of  Douglas  fir  poles  in  regions  where  this  tim- 
ber is  cut.  Usually  the  poles  are  logged  from  forest 
land  where  clean  cutting  is  practiced,  but  occasionally 
second-growth  stands  are  logged  for  poles  alone.  The 
young  tree's  long,  tapering  trunk  gives  it  an  admirable 
form  for  this  use,  but  it  can  not  compete  with  the 
abundant  and  more  durable  western  red  cedar,  and  to 
that  fact  is  due  the  limited  use  of  Douglas  fir  for 
poles  in  regions  where  the  cedar  may  be  had.  Its 
use  for  poles  is  restricted  chiefly  to  county  telephone 
and  telegraph  lines  and  to  lines  for  carrying  block- 
signal  wires,  in  regions  where  the  cedar  is  more  diffi- 
cult to  obtain.  As  the  supply  of  cedar  poles  dimin- 
ishes, and  a  satisfactory'  butt  preservative  treatment  is 
developed  for  Douglas  fir,  it  may  be  substituted  for 
cedar.    Large  and  attractive  sawed  poles  of  fir  are  in 


use  on  many  electric  car  lines  in  cities  where  utility 
and  handsome  appearance  are  combined.  Some  of  the 
street  car  lines  in  the  vicinity  of  Washington,  D.  C, 
are  equipped  with  Douglas  fir  poles. 

Railway  Ties. 

Ties  of  Douglas  fir  are  both  sawed  and  hewed, 
though  three-fourths  are  sawed.  IMuch  of  the  inferior 
timber  in  logging  operations  is  worked  into  ties.  Those 
which  are  sawed  are  made  both  from  second  growth 
and  from  mature  trees.  About  two-thirds  of  the  ties 
supplied  by  the  forests  of  the  western  part  of  the 
United  States  are  of  Douglas  fir,  the  remaining  one- 
third  consisting  chiefly  of  western  yellow  pine,  lodge- 
pole  pine,  redwood,  and  western  hemlock.  Practically 
all  the  large  sawmills  in  Washington  and  Oregon  cut 
fir  ties  to  order,  and  some  small  mills  cut  little  or  noth- 
ing else.  It  is  customary  to  saw  ties  from  a  large 
portion  of  low-grade  material  obtained  in  the  usual 
milling  operations.  Douglas  fir  generally  yields  about 
25  per  cent  of  high-grade  lumber  and  the  remaining 
75  per  cent  must  be  worked  into  lower  grade  lum- 
ber, dimension  products,  timbers,  and  ties.  Though 
the  season  in  which  the  trees  are  cut  probably  influ- 
ences the  durability  of  the  wood,  no  consideration  is 
given  to  this  element  by  the  tie  makers.  A  set  of 
standard  specifications  which  shows  the  requirements 
of  Douglas  fir  ties  follows : 

Specifications   for   Sawed   Ties. 

Ties  must  be  sawed  out  of  red  or  yellow  fir.  and 
must  be  7  inches  thick,  9  inches  wide,  and  8  feet  long. 
They  must  be  sawed  out  of  sound,  straight,  live  tim- 
ber, and  must  be  free  from  bark,  splits,  shakes,  sheath- 
ing and  rough  structural  purposes,  or,  when  shipped, 
is  sold  in  the  Plains  States  east  of  the  Rocky  Moun- 
tains and  adjacent  regions.  The  distribution  of  dimen- 
sion material  does  not  differ  greatly  from  that  of  com- 
mon lumber,  except  that  a  considerable  quantity  is  ex- 
ported to  China,  Japan,  the  Philippine  Islands,  and 
elsewhere.  The  large  size  timbers,  however,  go  all 
over  the  world.  The  Orient  depends  largely  upon 
them  for  heavy  construction,  as  does  the  entire  west- 
ern part  of  the  United  States.  Much  of  the  massive 
timbering  required  by  the  Panama  Canal  is  of  this 
wood,  and  large  shipments  go  regularly  to  Australian 
and  Japanese  ports,  where  they  are  resawed  into  various 
building  forms.  Europe  affords  a  market,  as  do  the 
Atlantic  Coast  States,  for  many  cargoes  of  Douglas 
fir  timbers  that  compete  successfully  with  the  yellow 
pines  of  the  South.  Douglas  fir  lumber  is  very  widely 
distributed  in  all  the  countries  of  the  Orient,  in  most 
European  countries.  South  Africa,  South  .America,  and 
the  South  Sea  Islands.  Large  amounts  of  it  are  sold 
in  the  central  and  eastern  parts  of  the  United  States 
through  retail  yards. 

Conduits. 

The  manufacture  of  conduits  and  water  pipes  is 
near  akin  to  cooperage.  Staves  are  largely  used  in 
the  construction  of  conduits,  and  high-grade  Douglas 
fir  supplies  great  quantities.  Such  staves  are  made 
from  flat-grained  lumber,  with  the  wood  as  nearly  of 
uniform  growth  as  may  be  had.  They  are  made  in 
such  shape  as  to  give  the  finished  conduit  a  cylindrical 


34 


JOURNAL    OF    ELECTRICITY,    POWER    AND    GAS 


[Vol.    XXVII— No.    2 


form,  and  its  different  parts  are  so  closely  fitted  as  to 
make  it  waterproof.  When  the  pipe  is  24  inches  or 
less  in  diameter  it  is  constructed  from  staves  of  special 
pattern,  with  grooved  edges.  Such  pipes  are  built 
up  at  the  factory,  and  are  wound  from  end  to  end  with 
mild  steel  wire,  after  which  the  exterior  is  covered 
with  an  asphalt-and-tar  mixture  for  preservative  pur- 
poses. The  thickness  of  the  staves  and  the  pitch  of 
the  wire  reenforcement  varies  according  to  the  pres- 
sure under  which  the  pipe  is  to  be  used.  Conduits 
larger  than  24  inches  are  set  together  at  the  place 
where  they  are  to  be  used.  Such  pipes  are  always  contin- 
uous, the  staves  being  so  placed  as  to  break  the  joints. 
In  large  conduits  the  staves  are  usually  6  inches  wide, 
with  beveled  edges,  and  are  curved  to  conform  to  the 
diameter  of  the  pipe.  When  the  staves  have  been  set 
in  place,  the  pipe  is  drawn  tight  with  steel  bands  and 
bolts,  and  all  the  joints  are  closed.  Conduits  thus 
constructed  form  important  parts  in  the  water  systems 
of  many  western  towns  and  cities,  and  are  widely  used 
for  manufacturing  plants,  irrigation  works,  hydraulic 
mining,  dredge  work,  oil  pipes,  wire  conduits,  for 
steam-pipe  casing,  and  for  various  other  purposes. 
Douglas  fir  pipes  of  this  kind  are  used  not  only  in  the 
Pacific  Coast  States,  but  also  in  the  Eastern  and  Mid- 
dle States,  in  British  Columbia,  and  in  Alaska. 


TELEGRAPH  EXTENSION  IN  CHINA. 

The  Chinese  telegraph  administration,  in  view  of 
the  close  working  arrangements  with  the  eastern  ex- 
tension, Australasia  &  China  Telegraph  Co.  (Ltd.), 
British,  and  the  Great  Northern  Telegraph  Co.  (Ltd."), 
Danish,  on  April  10  concluded  an  agreement  with  the 
two  last-named  companies  whereby  it  is  to  receive  an 
advance  of  £500,000  ($2,433,250)  on  the  foreign  traf- 
fic dues  of  the  next  18  years ;  that  is,  the  two  com- 
panies are  to  have  as  security  a  lien  on  the  balances 
payable  by  them  on  the  Chinese  telegraphs  under  the 
joint-purse  agreement  of  July  11,  1896.  This  agree- 
ment and,  in  fact,  all  other  existing  agreements  and 
concessions  between  the  administration  and  the  com- 
panies were  extended  to  December  31,  1930,  accord- 
ing to  agreements  signed  by  them  August  4,  1900,  and 
October  27,  1900.  (See  Hertslet's  China  Treaties, 
vol.  2,  document  Nos.  182  and  198.)  Half-yearly  ad- 
justments of  the  principal  are  to  be  made,  and  the 
advance  is  to  be  made  at  par  and  carry  interest  at 
5  per  cent,  which  the  rates  at  present  cover. 

It  is  stipulated  that  the  money  is  to  be  utilized 
only  for  the  development  of  telegraphs  and  telephones, 
and  that  the  telegraphic  charges  on  the  land  lines 
in  China  should  be  restricted  to  10  cents  Mexican 
(4  1-3  cents  American  currency)  per  word  for  all  points 
within  a  Province  and  14  cents  (6  cents  American)  per 
word  between  all  points  within  any  two  adjoining 
Provinces. 

Any  improvements  and  extension  in  telegraphic 
communications  and  in  installing  systems  of  tele- 
phones, as  those  contemplated  by  this  loan,  should 
create  a  demand  and  thus  offer  a  promising  market 
for  appliances  of  all  varieties  along  the  above-men- 
tioned lines. 


TRANSMISSION  SYSTEM  OF  THE  GREAT 
WESTERN  POWER  COMPANY." 

BY  J.  P.  JOLLTMAN. 

The  Great  Western  Power  Company  operates  a 
long-distance,  extra  high-tension  transmission  system 
which  extends  from  its  hydroelectric  plant  at  Big  Bend, 
16  miles  north  of  Oroville,  Cal.,  to  Oakland,  Cal.  The 
nominal  line  voltage  is  100,000,  at  60  cycles.  The 
length  of  the  main  line  is  153.6  miles.  A  branch  line  1.1 
miles  long  taps  the  main  line  136.5  miles  from  Big 
Bend.  Both  the  main  and  branch  lines  are  double 
circuit.     Both  are  supported  on  steel  towers. 

1.  The  high  tension  sides  of  all  the  transformers 
are  delta  connected.  There  is  no  connection  to  ground, 
except  through  the  electrolytic  lightning  arresters. 

2.  One  ground  wire,  supported  on  the  apex  of  the 
towers,  is  used.    This  is  grounded  at  every  tower. 

3.  The  standard  span  is  750  feet ;  3/0,  seven- 
strand  copper  cable  is  used  on  the  main  line.  No.  6 
copper  on  the  branch.  Each  circuit  is  completely 
transposed  about  every  10  miles.  The  arrangement  of 
the  conductors  is  shown  in  Fig.  1. 


Fig.  1. 

The  longest  span  with  regular  towers  and  cable 
is  1998  feet.  The  longest  span  is  2740  feet.  This  is 
across  the  San  Joaquin  River  near  Antioch.  Special 
towers  are  used.  The  conductors  clear  high  water  125 
feet.  The  six  conductors  are  in  a  horizontal  plane,  15 
feet  apart. 

4.  We  have  never  yet  had  any  lightning  what- 
ever . 

5.  The  measured  value  of  the  charging  current  is 
very  nearly  the  same  as  the  value  determined  by  using 
the  ordinary  formula  for  charging  current  based  on 
the  capacity  of  two  parallel  conductors.  The  distance 
between  the  conductors  is  taken  as  the  average  dis- 
tance of  13.33  feet. 

VALUES  OF  CHARGING  CURRENT. 

Volts  at 

Big  Bend 

70,000 

80,000 

90,000 

6.  Line  insulators  used.  General  Electric  strain 
type,  Locke  strain  type,  Thomas  strain  and  suspension 
types.  Only  three  or  four  insulators  have  broken  down 
during  the  past  year.  In  no  case  have  we  any  reason 
to  believe  that  the  insulators  may  not  have  been  dam- 
aged mechanically  before  it  failed  electrically.  We 
consider  that  the  suspension  insulator  is  a  success. 

We  have  had  no  trouble  with  swinging  of  con- 
ductors wth  suspenson  insulators. 

7.  General  Electric  type  T  and  type  K-10  oil 
switches  are  both  used.    We  have  had  no  difficulty  in 

'■  Paper  presented  at  the  28th  Annual  Convention  of  the 
American  Institute  of  Electrical  Engineers,  Chicago,  111.,  June 
26-30,  X911, 
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opening-  load,  short  circuit  or  charging  current.  The 
indications  are  that  these  switches  could  be  safely  used 
on  a  considerably  larger  system  than  we  now  operate. 

8.  We  have  all  kinds  of  load  connected  to  our 
system,  including  synchronous  motors.  No  attempt 
is  made  to  neutralize  the  charging  current  by  reducing 
the  field  on  any  synchronous  load.  Under  ordinary 
conditions  the  power  factor  at  the  generating  station 
is  nearly  unity. 

For  the  convenience,  speed  and  safety  of  opera- 
tion, each  generating  unit  should  have  a  capacity  of  at 
least  equal  to  the  charging  current  of  one  line.  In  our 
case  this  means  units  of  about  10,000  kvv.  We  have  at 
present  four  10,000  kw.  generators  at  Big  Bend,  each 
with  a  10,000  kw.,  three-phase  transformer.  The  sta- 
tion is  planned  to  ultimately  contain  eight  10,000  kw. 
units. 

9.  Transformer  Terminals.  Oil-filled  terminals 
were  supplied.  It  has  been  found  difficult  to  maintain 
them  free  from  the  possibility  of  leakage.  They  have 
been  refilled  with  compounds  designed  to  reduce  the 
chance  of  leakage. 

Oil  Switch  Terminals.  We  have  used  compound- 
filled  terminals.  Experience  has  shown  that  com- 
pounds for  use  in  high-tension  terminals  must  be  very 
carefully  tested  in  practical  operation  before  their  suit- 
ability can  be  decided  upon. 

Outlets.  The  outlets  from  our  buidings  are  pri- 
maril)-  composed  of  plate  glass  windows  five  feet 
square,  through  the  center  of  which  the  conductor 
passes.  Various  arrangements  of  extra  insulation 
around  the  conductor  have  been  tried.  Our  experience 
seems  to  show  that  the  best  arrangements  of  plate  glass 
windows  is  to  use  a  bare  conductor  of  large  diameter 
and  leave  as  large  an  opening  around  the  conductor  as 
climatic  conditions  permit.  The  window  should  be  so 
protected  that  rain  may  not  run  over  the  surface  of 
the  glass. 

10.  We  are  using  electrolytic  lightning  arresters 
at  each  end  of  the  main  line.  Having  had  no  lightning, 
we  have  had  no  experience  with  them  as  lightning  ar- 
resters. We  have  operated  one  circuit  without  Hght- 
ning  arresters  at  either  end  for  some  time.  Our  ex- 
perience has  shown  that  they  can  not  absorb  much 
energy  without  being  damaged  and  therefore  their  crit- 
ical voltage  must  be  higher  than  any  dynamic  voltage 
that  may  ever  occur  upon  the  system. 

11.  We  have  had  no  sleet,  nor  any  trouble  from 
wind  since  the  line  was  finished. 

12.  There  is  no  appreciable  corona  effect  on  the 
main  line.  Probably  no  very  great  increase  in  voltage 
would  produce  corona  on  the  branch  line  No.  6  copper 
wire.  No  part  of  the  line  is  over  2000  feet  elevation 
above  sea  level. 

13.  The  telephone  line  is  strung  on  the  towers. 
In  regular  spans  it  is  supported  by  three  hangers 
which  are  carried  by  a  grounded  messenger  cable. 
Drainage  coils  consisting  of  the  2200-volt  winding  of 
a  two  kw.  transformer  with  the  center  point  grounded 
are  used  at  both  ends  and  in  the  center  of  the  line. 
These  reduce  the  voltage  to  ground  of  the  telephone 
line  to  a  very  low  value,  probably  less  than  100  volts. 
This  obviates  the  necessity  for  especially  high  insula- 
tion  and   reduces   the   noise   due   to   unequal   leakage. 


Highly  insulated  repeating  coils  are  used  where  con- 
nections are  made  to  telephones  at  which  it  is  impos- 
sible to  secure  adequate  insulation  to  ground  of  the 
person  using  the  instrument.  The  telephone  line  is 
transposed  at  every  tower  where  the  towers  are  evenly 
spaced.  Where  the  tower  spacing  is  uneven  the  dis- 
tance between  transpositions  is  made  as  even  as  pos- 
sible. The  service  obtained  from  this  line  is  very  satis- 
factory and  is  not  more  than  momentarily  interrupted 
by  disturbances  on  the  power  line. 

14.  The  onl}'  difficulty  in  maintaining  satisfactory 
voltage  regulation  is  at  times  when  changes  in  load 
amounting  to  a  large  percentage  of  the  total  occur  sud- 
denly. 

15.  Steel  towers  whose  general  dimensions  are 
given  in  Fig.  1  are  used.  Foundations  suitable  to  the 
character  of  the  ground  must  be  used.  Piles  are  used 
in  very  soft  ground,  cut  off  below  the  ground  water 
level.  The  tower  footing  is  attached  to  the  top  of  the 
pile.  All  the  tower  footings  are  set  in  concrete.  There 
have  been  no  signs  of  corrosion  in  two  years. 

16.  The  system  has  been  operated  at  100,000  volts 
since  November  1,  1909. 

Our  experience  indicates  that  the  following  points 
should  receive  special  attention  when  planning  an 
extra  high  tension,  long  distance  transmission  system : 

Generator  capacity  to  handle  the  charging  cur- 
rent. 

Provision  for  the  proper  control  of  the  system  un- 
der all  possible  emergency  conditions. 

If  delta  operation  is  contemplated,  insulation 
should  be  provided  that  will  safety  withstand  the  full 
delta  voltage.  The  insulation  should  be  of  a  char- 
acter especially  adapted  to  withstand  transient  voltage 
strains  considerably  in  excess  of  the  delta  voltage. 


THE  BRIQUETTING  OF  LIGNITE. 

The  results  of  the  investigations  into  the  bri- 
quetting  of  lignite  have  just  been  published  by  the 
Bureau  of  Mines  in  Bulletin  No.  14.  Charles  L.  Wright, 
who  conducted  the  tests  and  who  is  author  of  the 
bulletin,  declares  that  enough  testing  has  been  done 
to  indicate  that  some  American  lignites  equal  German 
lignites  in  fuel  value  and  can  probably  be  made  into 
briquets  on  a  commercial  scale  without  the  use  of 
binding  materials. 

Three  samples  of  lignites,  one  from  Texas,  one 
from  North  Dakota,  and  one  from  California,  were 
made  into  satisfactory  briquets  without  the  addition 
of  a  binder.  It  was  proved  that  some  lignites  after 
having  slacked  by  exposure  can  be  made  into  briquets 
without  the  use  of  binding  material,  notwithstanding  a 
general  opinion  that  this  could  not  be  done.  Cohesion 
and  weathering  tests  demonstrated  that  good  briquets 
endure  handling  and  resist  weathering  much  better 
than  the  lignite  from  which  they  are  made. 

The  tests  described  apparently  show  that  the  cost 
of  briquetting  run-of-mine  lignites  with  a  German 
plant,  which  was  used,  would  be  from  $1.35  to  $1.75  per 
ton,  according  to  the  location  of  the  plant.  The  cost  per 
ton  of  briquets,  loaded  on  cars,  from  a  briquet  plant 
at  the  mine  would  be.  in  Texas,  $2.51 ;  in  North  Dakota, 
$3.53;  and  in  California,  $5.24. 
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In  the  enterprising  little  city  of  Missoula,  Mon- 
tana, there    have    been    in    successful    operation    for 

over  a  year  the  new  and  up-to-date 
p.  A.  Y.  E.  pay-as-you-enter     cars.      For     the 

Qg^xs  traffic  of  this  city  of  15,000,  under 

this  new  and  admirable  system,  but 
one  operator  is  necessary  on  each  car.  The  new  equip- 
ment has  proven  thoroughly  practicable  and  in  its 
operation  Has  been  found  rapid,  convenient  and  void 
of  confusion.  The  remarkably  few  accidents  met  with 
in  this  system  should  command  the  careful  considera- 
tion of  other  municipal  corporations  entertaining  a 
change  from  the  old  style  of  operation. 


The   spirit  of  enterprise   and   aggressiveness   has 
ever  been  synonomous   with  the  spirit  of  the  West. 
Today  we  see  the  budding  young 
Western  hamlet  which  tomorrow  will  make 

Enterprise  the  thriving  city.    The  phenomenal 

growth  of  Los  Angeles,  the  San 
Francisco  bay  cities,  Portland,  Seattle,  Tacoma  and 
Spokane  came  as  no  surprise  to  the  careful  observer. 
Their  citizens  were  imbued  with  the  brave  optimistic 
boosting  spirit  known  only  on  the  western  slope  of 
the  Rockies.  The  careful  observer  of  today  can  predict 
with  almost  scientific  accuracy  the  coming  cities  of 
tomorrow. 

It  is  true  that  first  of  all  a  community  in  order 
to  have  a  future  must  have  a  legitimate  excuse  for  ex- 
istence such  as  climate,  natural  resources,  future 
natural  commercial  opportunities,  richness  of  soil  of 
surrounding  country  either  predominating  in  some  one 
feature  or  possessing  many  in  combination.  But  this 
alone  is  not  sufl'icient.  Cities  in  the  past  have  failed 
and  ever  remained  stunted  in  their  growth  when  every 
natural  blessing  seemed  to  favor  them.  It  is  easy  to 
find  the  cause.  A  lack  of  self-sacrifice  on  the  part  of 
Its  citizens  will  do  more  to  kill  a  community  than  any 
other  single  feature  of  its  civic  life. 

The  Pacific  Coast  States  fairly  vibrate  with  the 
young  life  and  fostering  spirit  of  its  cities,  From  a 
financial  point  of  view,  one  of  two  things  usually  aid 
m  transforming  a  town  into  a  city.  It  must  either 
have  manufacturies  within  sufficient  for  self  support 
or  the  immediate  surrounding  country  must  be  under 
such  a  high  state  of  development  as  to  need  a  substan- 
tial distributing  point.  Like  anything  else  in  life  the 
good  things  only  come  by  earnest  unceasing  efifort. 
Manufacturies  come  to  a  place  through  individual 
efifort.  Material  inducements  offered  to  bona  fide  pros- 
pective manufacturies  have  done  more  to  locate  indus- 
tries in  young  cities  than  any  one  thing. 

Medford,  Oregon,  can  be  cited  as  one  instance 
where  pubhc  spirited  enterprise  is  shown  by  one  of 
Its  public  service  corporations.  H.  C.  Stoddard,  man- 
ager of  the  Rogue  River  Electric  Company  ofifers  in 
the  name  of  his  company  free  electric  power  for  one 
year  to  any  manufacturing  concern  establishing  a  plant 
there  which  does  not  compete  with  any  concern  already 
established.  This  example  is  worthy  of  imitation  in 
our  other  young  progressive  cities  in  the  west.  It 
means  self-sacrifice  today,  but  tomorrow  the  reward 
will  be  certain! 
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We  present  in  this  issue  a  careful  compilation  of 
data  showing  the  relation  between  precipitation  and 
elevation  in  the  Owens  River  coun- 
Watershed  try.     In  our  issue  of  July  1st  we 

Data  printed  an  abstract  of  a  paper  by 

Professor  D.  W.  Mead  of  Wiscon- 
sin University  on  the  "Flow  of  Streams  and  the  Factors 
That  Modify  It."  with  special  reference  to  Wisconsin 
conditions. 

A  systematic  study  of  stream  flow  will  eventually 
solve  many  of  the  problems  now  live  issues  before  the 
American  people,  such  as  the  value  of  forests  for  in- 
creasing or  equalizing  stream  flow  and  the  application 
of  storage  not  only  for  the  prevention  of  floods  but 
for  the  promotion  of  the  uniform  flow  required  in  navi- 
gation and  essential  for  power  and  watershed  purposes. 

It  is  with  considerable  pride  that  we  note  from 
time  to  time  the  careful  collecting  of  data  concerning 
our  great  natural  watersheds,  both  by  government  and 
private  enterprise.  As  in  the  swinging  of  the  mag- 
netic pole  in  its  pendulum  vibrations,  we  find  repeti- 
tions of  declination  every  series  of  years,  so  there 
seems  to  be  in  all  natural  phenomena  a  periodic  return 
of  conditions  from  time  to  time.  Since  the  forces  are 
so  variable  which  bring  about  our  climatic  conditions 
that  it  is  almost  impossible  to  foretell  with  exactness 
for  any  given  season  the  amount  of  precipitation  in  any 
one  locality,  we  are  fortunate  if  we  can  determine  it 
within  reasonable  limits. 

By  careful  comparison  of  data  collected  from  time 
to  time  it  is  surprising  with  what  degree  of  exactness 
the  limit  can  be  determined.  So  it  is  as  years  go  by 
and  carefully  compiled  data  continues  to  heap  up 
from  the  study  of  our  great  watersheds,  we  shall  more 
and  more  be  able  to  arrive  at  exact  definite  conclusions 
as  to  the  laws  governing  precipitation,  run-off  and 
evaporation  which  will  prove  of  invaluable  service  to 
mankind.  Thus  we  shall  be  enabled  to  arrive  at  defi- 
nite factors  of  safety  to  use  in  conduit  design  as  well  as 
in  the  design  of  diversion  works  and  spillways.  As 
most  of  the  great  watersheds  in  some  of  our  newer 
States,  such  as  Montana  and  Wyoming,  lie  within  the 
national  forests,  it  is  gratifying  to  note  that  the  for- 
estry officials  are  gathering,  with  considerable  exact- 
ness, data  on  the  monthly  and  even  daily  flow  of  the 
smaller  streams.  These  have  in  a  measure  been  neces- 
sarily overlooked  by  the  U.  S.  Geological  Survey  in 
their  series  of  water  compilations.  Such  data  have 
have  already  proved  of  inestimable  value  to  farmers 
in  one  of  the  great  fruit  valleys  of  Montana.  They 
have  given  definite  ideas  as  to  proper  design  for  stor- 
age reservoirs  and  ideas  as  to  the  factors  of  safety  to 
be  allowed  in  designing  spillways  and  diversion  dams 
to  take  care  of  unusual  flow  and  prevent  disaster. 


On  October  first  of  this  year  the  workman's  com- 
pensation act  passed  by  the  last  Legislature  of  the 
yj^     ,  ,  State  of  Washington,  will  go  into 

Workman  s  ^^^^^  j^  ^j^^^  commonwealth.    The 

Accident  details  of  this  law  appeared  in  our 

Compensation  jgg^g  ^^  j^^j^  j^^st. 

From  every  point  of  view  the  question  of  work- 
man's compensation  in  event  of  accident  while  em- 
ployed in  any  one  of  the  industries  is,  perhaps,  one 


of  the  most  vital  now  before  the  employer  and  his  men. 
The  daily  press  is  filled  with  accounts  of  the  mammoth 
lawsuits  brought  by  the  employed  against  the  employer 
for  injuries  received  while  at  work.  The  suit  eventually 
goes  to  trial.  We  read  of  the  impression  made  upon 
the  jury  by  the  bandaged  appearance  of  the  injured 
when  he  is  brought  into  court  or  of  their  tear-stained 
eyes  when  they  look  upon  the  pretty,  helpless  widow 
and  her  children.  A  large  award  is  made,  and  yet 
upon  inquiry  we  find  that  the  injured,  when  paid,  is 
as  financially  helpless  as  before. 

Upon  investigation  we  are  informed  that  the  heavy 
legal  expenses  in  fighting  the  case  have  left  but  the 
widow's  mite,  although  several  thousand  dollars  should 
be  at  her  disposal.  The  question  then  eventually  re- 
solves itself  to  this :  if  it  is  just  and  proper  that  com- 
pensation should  be  paid  by  the  employer  to  his  em- 
ployed in  event  of  injuries  sustained  while  at  work,  a 
proper  and  speedy  remedy  should  be  at  hand. 

Similar  to  all  other  forms  of  risk,  either  insurance 
with  private  companies  organized  for  such  purposes 
should  be  required  by  law  and  maintained  jointly  by 
the  employed  and  his  employer  in  a  just  and  fair  dis- 
tribution of-  the  burden,  or  the  government  should 
enact  proper  regulations  and  make  just  awards.  The 
funds  for  this  purpose  should  be  acquired  by  monthly 
or  annual  premiums  paid  in  by  the  employed  and  the 
employer  in  each  craft  in  amounts  shown  to  be  neces- 
sary according  to  statistics  compiled  from  long  periods 
of  time. 

The  question  of  dealing  out  justice  in  the  case  of 
accident  incurred  at  work  in  the  industries  and  the 
amount  of  responsibility  therefor  which  should  justly 
rest  upon  the  employed  or  his  employer  is  one  of  the 
most  delicate  to  be  determined  in  any  given  case.  Un- 
questionably many  accidents  occur  that  are  absolutely 
and  wholly  to  be  laid  against  improper  and  unsafe 
equipment,  but  on  the  other  hand  it  is  impossible  to 
make  any  workshop  in  the  great  industries  absolutely 
"fool  proof."  Then  again  many  accidents  occur  which 
are  absolutely  unforseen  and  cannot  be  avoided,  no 
matter  what  wisdom  in  design  the  employer  may  show 
in  planning  the  equipment  or  the  care  exercised  by 
the  workman  in  going  about  his  daily  tasks.  But  such 
acts  of  Providence  should  be  provided  for  somewhere 
and  somehow  in  this  uncertain  world. 

It  should  make  us  cringe  to  note  the  many  just 
cases  in  which  awards  have  been  made,  and  yet,  when 
the  inventory  is  taken  of  what  is  left  the  widow  and 
her  children,  find  the  lawyer  and  expenses  incident 
to  his  work  have  absorbed  nearly  the  whole,  while  the 
employer  has  also  spent  an  equal  amount  in  attempting 
to  defend  the  case.  From  the  employer's  point  of  view, 
too,  the  thousands  of  dollars  annually  spent  in  success- 
fully defending  suits,  would,  if  this  enormous  expense 
be  done  away  with  by  an  examining  commission,  go  a 
long  way  towards  establishing  a  sinking  fund  to  take 
care  of  genuine  cases  of  liability. 

In  New  York  and  many  of  the  other  great  cities 
of  the  world,  have  been  established  Museums  of  Safety. 
These  have  done  much  towards  the  prevention  of 
accidents.  For  those  that  are  unavoidable  may  the  near 
future  evolve  some  equitable,  speedy  and  sure  method 
by  which  the  sufiferer  or  his  widow  may  find  relief. 
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PERSONALS. 

M.  R.  Caliill  of  the  Diehl  Manufacturing  Company  is  spend- 
ing his  vacation  on  the  Pacific  Coast. 

Rudolph  W.  Van  Norden,  consulting  engineer,  San  Fran- 
cisco, is  investigating  an  irrigation  project  near  Stockton,  Cal. 

Ralph  D.  Mershon,  a  prominent  consulting  engineer  of 
New  York,  was  a  visitor  in  ^an  Francisco  during  the  past 
week. 

P.  J.  Lepreaux  of  the  Edison  Manufacturing  Company, 
manufacturers  of  the  Edison-Lalande  battery,  is  at  Los 
Angeles. 

Arnold  Pfau,  hydraulic  engineer  with  the  Allis-Chalmers 
Company's  factory,  arrived  at  their  San  Francisco  office 
last   Saturday. 

J.  W.  White,  of  the  Fort  Wayne  sales  department,  has 
just  returned  to  his  San  Francisco  office  after  a  flying  trip 
to   Los   Angeles. 

Cas  Gilson,  formerly  salesman  with  the  Pacific  States 
Electric  Company,  has  opened  the  Oak  Electric  Supply  Com- 
pany at  Oakland,  Cal. 

H.  R.  Noack,  manager  of  Pierson,  Roeding  &  Co.,  after 
recent  extensive  trips  to  the  East  and  Middle  West,  is  now 
on  his  homeward  journey. 

Isaac  W.  Anderson,  of  Tacoma,  Wash.,  who  is  interested 
in  electric  railway  lines  in  the  district  tributary  to  Walla 
Walla,   arrived   at   San  Francisco  last  week. 

Frank  W.  Hall,  manager  of  the  Philadelphia  office  of  the 
Sprague  Electric  Works,  has  been  appointed  manager  of  hoist 
sales  and  after  July  15,  1911,  will  be  at  the  New  York  office. 

E.  R.  Hill,  of  the  firm  of  Gibbs  &  Hill,  the  New  York 
electrical  engineers  who  have  had  charge  of  the  Pennsylva- 
nia Railroad  tunnel  work,  was  at  San  Francisco  last  week. 

A.  C.  Sprout,  electrical  engineer,  will  spend  most  of  the 
summer  in  Siskiyou  County  on  electrical  construction  work 
for  the  Siskiyou  Light  and  Power  Company.  About  $30,000 
worth  of  construction  material  has  just  been  purchased  for 
use  on  the  system. 

R.  D.  Holabird,  president  of  the  Holablrd-Reynolds  Com- 
pany, has  returned  to  his  San  Francisco  store  after  an  Eastern 
trip  of  two  months.  He  spent  ten  days  at  Seattle  where  he 
has  just  doubled  the  space  occupied  by  the  branch  on  First 
avenue  South,  in  that  city. 

H.  H.  Noble,  president  of  the  Northern  California  Power 
Company,  has  just  returned  to  his  San  Francisco  office  after 
an  inspection  of  the  construction  work  in  progress  at  the 
Coleman  power  station  and  elsewhere.  He  was  accompanied 
on  the  trip  by  Edward  Whaley,  the  auditor  and  purchasing 
agent  of  the  corporation. 

Alfred  H.  Coates,  president  of  the  Colonial  Electrical 
Agency  Company,  of  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  expects  to  leave 
early  in  July  on  his  annual  eastern  trip.  He  will  spend  some 
time  in  Warren,  Ohio,  at  the  headquarters  of  the  Colonial 
Electric  Company  and  the  Economy  Electric  Company,  both 
of  which  concerns  are  represented  on  the  Pacific  Coast  by 
Mr.  Coates'  company. 

Bion  J.  Arnold,  consulting  electrical  engineer,  and  Past 
President  of  the  American  Institute  of  Electrical  Engineers, 
has  of  late  been  engaged  in  professional  work  in  Los  An- 
geles. Mr.  Arnold  has  been  employed  by  many  of  the  large 
cities,  including  Chicago  and  Los  Angeles,  upon  investiga- 
tions of  their  electric  traction  problems.  In  fact,  the  Board 
of  Supervisors  of  San  Francisco  have  been  considering  the 
advisability  of  securing  his  advice  with  a  view  toward  bet- 
tering the  local  street  railway  service. 


James  A.  Clifford,  manager  of  the  Baltimore  office  of  the 
Sprague  Electric  Works,  has  been  appointed  manager  of  the 
Philadelphia  office  and  took  charge  there  on  July  1,  1911.  The 
Baltimore  office  will  be  continued  as  in  the  past  under  Mr. 
Clifford's  direction,  but  as  subsidiary  to  the  Philadelphia  office 
and  with  Henry  S.  Patterson  in  charge. 

C.  L.  Cory,  consulting  engineer,  accompanied  by  Mrs.  Cory, 
left  San  Francisco  last  week  via  boat  for  the  Pacific  Northwest. 
Professor  Cory  has  been  retained  by  Mr.  Huntington  of  the 
Washington  Water  Power  Company  to  make  an  independent 
valuation  of  the  company's  holdings.  Upon  completing  his 
work  at  Spokane  he  will  take  a  pleasure  and  business  trip 
East,  returning  to  Berkeley  in  about  six  weeks 

V.  H.  Greisser,  electrical  engineer  of  the  Washington 
Water  Power  Company,  of  Spokane,  Wash.,  has  just  returned 
from  a  five  weeks'  trip  in  the  East.  The  prime  purpose  of  his 
visit  was  to  select  the  switching  apparatus  for  the  new  90,000 
h.p.  hydroelectric  plant  which  this  company  is  building  at  Long 
Lake,  thirty  miles  from  Spokane.  This  plant  will  include  all 
features  necessary  to  make  it  one  of  the  most  complete  instal- 
lations from  an  operating  standpoint,  that  exist  in  the  coun- 
try. While  in  the  East  Mr.  Greisser  visited  power  plants  and 
transmission  systems  at  Chicago,  Niagara  and  in  the  Caro- 
llnas. 

James  H.  Wise,  hydraulic  engineer  with  F.  G.  Baum  & 
Co.,   has   been   appointed    assistant   general   manager   of   the 

Pacific  Gas  and 
Electric  Company  of 
San  Francisco.  He 
assumed  his  new 
duties  on  July  1st, 
and  will  oversee  the 
construction  and  ex- 
tension of  a  number 
of  new  steam  and 
hydroelectric  plants 
to  bo  added  to  the 
company's  s  y  s  tea;. 
Mr.  Wise  entered 
the  employ  of  the 
Pacific  Gas  and  Elec- 
tric Company  a  year 
after  his  graduation 
in  1903  with  honors 
from  the  mining  de- 
partment of  the  Uni- 
versity of  California, 
the  interim  having 
been  spent  in  teach- 
ing mathematics  at 
the  California  School 
of  Mechanical  Arts. 
Serving  first  as  in- 
strument man  and 
later  in  charge  of  field  work,  he  was  soon  made  assistant 
to  Frank  G.  Baum.  When  the  latter  resigned  as  hydraulic 
and  civil  engineer,  Mr.  Wise  succeeded  to  the  position, 
which  he  resigned  early  in  1910,  to  join  forces  with  Frank 
G.  Baum  &  Co.,  being  retained  as  consulting  engineer  with 
the  Pacific  Gas  and  Electric  Company. 


TRADE  NOTES. 

Agutter-Griswold  Company  of  Seattle,  Wash.,  announce 
that  they  have  given  up  the  construction  end  of  their  business 
and  will  devote  their  attention  to  the  manufacture  of  switches, 
switchboards,  panelboards,  steel  cabinets,  mitering  panels, 
etc.  The  completion  on  June  1st  of  their  new  factory,  supplied 
throughout  with  the  best  of  machinery  and  equipment,  puts 
them  in  position  to  better  handle  their  largely  increased  manu- 
facturing business  and  makes  it  possible  at  this  time  to  make 
this  change. 


July  S,  1911.] 


JOURNAL    OF    ELECTRICITY.    POWER    AND    GAS 


39 


_J 


996,237.  Hydraulic  Dredging  Apparatus.  Fred  H.  Gridley, 
Long  Beach,  Cal.,  assignor  of  forty-five  one-hundredths  to 
North  American  Dredging  Co.  of  Nevada,  Los  Angeles,  Cal.  A 
stone  arrester  for  hydraulic  dredges  comprising  in  combina- 
tion, a  housing  adapted  to  he  connected  into  and  form  part 


of  the  suction  pipe  of  said  dredge,  said  housing  having  a  port 
therein,  a  grid  adjacent  to  said  port,  a  closure  for  said  port, 
said  closure  normally  held  to  place  by  fluid  pressure  external 
to  said  pipe  but  adapted  to  move  from  said  normal  position 
when  the  excess  of  external  pressure  is  removed. 

996,280.    High-Tension  Discharge  Apparatus.   Edgar  J.  Rose, 

Los  Angeles,  Cal.  In  a  high-tension  discharge  apparatus,  a  chars- 
ing  circuit  comprising  means  for  connection  of  supply  cur- 
rent, a  self-induction  means,  and  a  circuit  controller,  electro- 
magnetic means  for  operating  said  circuit  controller  compris- 
ing a  coil,  an  armature  controlled  thereby  and  operating  the 
circuit   controller,   and   a   spring   acting  on   the   armature   in 


opposition  to  the  coil,  the  time  period  of  the  electro-magnetic 
means  being  shorter  than  the  time  period  of  the  charging 
circuit,  so  that  at  each  operation  the  electro-magnetic  oper- 
ating means  restores  the  normal  condition  before  the  dis- 
charge of  the  self-induction  coil  ceases,  and  a  discharge  cir- 
cuit including  a  condenser  and  high  tension  transformer  con- 
nected to  said  circuit  controller. 

996,525.  Turbine  Water-Wheel.  Sherrod  W.  Reece,  Port- 
land, Ore.  In  a  turbine  water  wheel,  a  supporting  plate  or 
spider  having  an  inclined  flange  portion  from  the  upper  edge 
of  which  a  horizontal  flange  extends  in  an  outward  direction, 
said  flange  being  provided  adjacent  to  its  outer  edge  with  a 
downwardly  extending  rim  co-operating  with  the    horizontal 


flange  and  with  the  inclined,  flange  portion  to  form  an  annular 
recess,  in  combination  with  bucket  members  having  angular 
reinforcements  forming  head  pieces  fitting  in  said  recess  and 


provided  adjacent  to  their  outer  edges  with  notches  for  the 
reception  of  the  rim  and  with  threaded  sockets,  and  cap  screws 
engaging  said  sockets  through  the  flange  of  the  spider  to  draw 
the  reinforced  portions  of  the  buckets  into  the  annular  recess 
where  said  reinforced  portions  will  be  securely  seated. 

996,334.  Driving  Dynamos  from  Variable  and  Non- 
Variable  Sources  of  Power.  Caryl  D.  Haskins,  Schenectady, 
N.  Y.,  assignor  to  General  Electric  Company.  The  combina- 
tion with  a  generator,  of  means  for  maintaining  a  fairly  con- 
stant   potential   ou    said   generator   comprising   a   fluctuating 


source  of  power,  a  steady  source  of  power,  and  means  for 
coupling  said  generator  to  the  latter  source  when  the  former 
falls  below  a  critical  speed  and  for  automatically  uncoupling 
the  steady  som'ce  when  the  fluctuating  source  exceeds  the 
critical  speed. 

996,591  Combined  Bevel,  Protractor,  and  Rule.  Joseph  La 
FoIIette,  Portland,  Ore.  An  instrument  of  the  class  described 
comprising  a  scale  bearing  plate  having  notches  adjacent  to  two 
of  its  corners,  a  rule  having  a  longitudinal  groove  into  which 


one  edge  of  the  plate  fits,  a  shoulder  in  one  end  of  the  groove 
for  engaging  one  of  the  notches  on  the  plate,  a  pivoted  locking 
lever  on  the  rule  having  means  for  engaging  in  the  other  notch 
of  the  plate  to  hold  the  rule  detachably  in  place. 
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PNEUMATICALLY  OPERATED  DISCONNECTING 
SWITCHES. 

Bus  isolating  or  disconnecting  switclies  are  usually  opened 
or  closed  by  means  of  a  wooden  rod,  having  at  one  end  a 
hook  to  engage  with  the  hole  in  the  switch  blade.  Ordinarily 
this  is  quite  satisfactory. 


Pneuinaliciilly    Operated    110. UOO    Volt   Switch    (open). 

In  many  cases,  however,  to  simplify  the  wiring  layout,  to 
save  in  length  of  large  cables,  for  convenience,  or  for  safety, 
it  is  advisable  to  locate  the  disconnecting  switches  in  a  posi- 
tion where  they  cannot  be  easily  reached  by  the  station  op- 
erator. It  is  in  such  connection  that  pneumatically  operated 
disconnecting  switches  find  useful  application. 

The  switches  of  this  type,  made  by  the  General  Electric 
Company,  are  clearly  shown  in  the  accompanying  illustrations. 
They  can  be  located  at  any  height  and  can  be  controlled  by 
an  air  control  valve  or  pull  button  switch  located  at  the 
switchboard  or  other  convenient  point. 


Pneumatically    Operated    110,000    Volt    Switch    (closed). 

These  switches  are  simple  and  substantial  in  construction, 
being  similar  to  the  hand  operated  switches  and  introduce  no 
complications  in  wiring.  They  are  mounted  on  post  type  in- 
sulators fastened  to  steel  bases,  the  insulators  varying  in  size 
according  to  the  voltage. 

The  switches  are  made  up  in  single  pole,  single  throw 
form  only,  but  can  be  opened  and  closed  singly  or  any  num- 
ber of  poles  can  be  operated  in  unison.  Also,  one  or  more  sets 
can  be  operated  simultaneously  by  a  single  air  control  valve 


or  pull  button  switch.    This  gives  great  flexibility  of  operation. 

Pneumatically  operated  disconnecting  switches  are  espe- 
cially adapted  for  use  in  stations  employing  air  operated  oil 
switches^  but  can,  of  course,  be  used  ih  any  case  where  an  air 
supply  is  available. 

When  a  pull  button  switch  is  used  to  operate  the  discon- 
necting switch  the  valves  in  the  air  connections  to  the  dia- 
phragm are  operated  electrically — usually  from  the  lighting 
or  exciter  circuit.  These  switches  are  made  in  voltages  from 
35,000  to  110,000  and  for  currents  of  from  100  to  300  amperes. 


LIGHTING    A    FACTORY    LOCATION. 

Among  all  the  reports  on  lighting  installations  that  have 
appeared  in  the  past  months,  there  are  comparatively  few 
that  deal  with  the  question  of  lighting  the  rougher  locations 
such  as  machine  shops,  mills,  factories  and  the  like,  due  to 
the  fact,  no  doubt,  that  very  little  work  has  been  done  along 
this  line  or  that  those  conducting  the  work  have  little  time 
to  report  on  it. 

It  is  the  object  of  this  article  to  describe  the  manner  in 
which  a  very  dark  machine  shop  was  lighted,  by  a  very  simple 
but  effective  method  and  one  that  has  given  entire  satisfac- 
tion to  all  concerned. 

The  location  in  question  is  a  typical  inside  factory  one, 
being  an  aisle  40  feet  wide  situated  between  two  other  aisles 
of  a  slig'htly  greater  width,  and  separated  from  them  only 
by  the  columns  that  carry  the  roof.  Four  hundred  feet  of 
this  aisle  is  used  for'  general  machine  work,  mostly  lathe 
work.  The  height  of  ceiling  is  12  feet.  The  ceiling  is  formed 
by  the  floor  above,  of  wood  (2  by  S  in.)  and  is  divided  into 
bays  40  by  18  ft.  by  the  supporting  girders.  A  crane  nms 
the  entire  length  of  the  aisle  with  a  clearance  of  only  13  in. 
above  the  hoist. 

The  natural  lighting  comes  from  the  aisles  on  each  side, 
one  having  a  row  of  windows  occupying  the  entire  outside 
wall,  the  other  making  use  of  sky  lights  and  a  row  of  windows 
just  under  the  roof  at  a  height  of  about  50  feet  from  the 
floor.  The  light  from  the  first  source  was  mostly  cut  off 
by  a  row  of  high  machines  directly  in  front  of  the  windows 
and  by  the  intervening  columns,  crane  girders  and  the  like. 
From  the  other  side,  the  windows  being  so  high  in  compari- 
son with  the  width  of  the  room,  only  a  narrow  strip  of  floor 
was  directly  lighted  and  this  only  imperfectly  on  account  of 
the  machines  located  just  along  the  edge  of  the  aisle.  It  was 
necessary  to  use  artificial  light  at  all  times  as  under  the 
best  conditions  of  a  bright  day  the  natural  light  was  very 
dim,  presenting  a  worse  condition  than  if  there  had  been 
absolute  darkness,  the  mixture  of  daylight  necessitating  a 
higher  artificial  intensity  than  would  otherwise  have  been 
necessary. 

Formerly,  clusters  of  carbon  lamps  scattered  here  and 
there,  formed  the  general  lighting  scheme,  each  machine 
being  furnished  with  one  or  more  extension  lamps  which 
were  moved  from  place  to  place  as  the  operator  required.  Not 
only  was  the  light  insufficient  but  the  constant  transfer  of 
lamps  with  the  consequent  breakage  and  damage  to  the  cord 
made  the  maintenance  cost  so  high  and  reduced  the  effi- 
ciency of  the  workmen,  both  in  quality  and  quantity,  to  such 
an  extent  that  some  change  was  made  necessary.  It  was  im- 
possible to  keep  good  men  on  account  of  the  inconvenience 
and  unpleasantness  of  the  location. 

The  small  clearance  over  the  crane  together  with  the  low 
ceiling  excluded  all  types  of  lamps  except  the  incandescent. 
Carbon  lamps  in  sufficient  numbers  would  have  required  an 
excessive  current  consumption  so  that  tungsten  units  were 
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selected  as  being  the  most  ai)plicable.  At  the  time  there  was 
some  doubt  as  to  the  advisability  of  using  tungsten  lamps  as 
the  floor  above  was  used  for  machining  heavy  castings  and 
the  constant  dropping  of  these,  it  was  feared,  would  cause  a 
large  breakage  of  lamps,  they  being  of  the  old  fuse  type. 

In  order  to  determine  the  exact  effect  that  this  would 
have  on  the  life  of  the  lamps,  two  bays  were  each  equipped 
with  eight  100  watt,  clear  tungsten  lamps,  with  Intensive 
glass  reflectors,  mounted  directly  on  the  ceiling  with  one  inch 
of  free  cord  between  the  rosette  and  the  socket.  The  lamps 
being  in  two  rows,  of  four  lamps  each  per  day,  thus  making 
the  spacing  distance  8  by  10  ft.  with  a  power  consumption  of 
1.25  watts  per  square  foot  of  floor  space.  The  switching  was 
arranged  so  that  four  lamps  could  be  operated  in  a  group, 
thus  permitting  small  areas  to  be  lighted  without  waste.  After 
several  weeks  operation  the  breakage  was  found  to  be  only 
slight.  With  a  replacement  by  the  Westinghouse  Wire-Type 
lamp  the  breakage  has  disappeared  regardless  of  the  vibration 
due  to  cranes  and  to  the  dropping  of  heavy  weights  on  the 
floor  above. 
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Illuminated  Factory  Interior. 

The  illumination  was  uniform  and  of  sufficient  intensity 
for  the  class  of  work  done  there,  and  the  place  was  trans- 
formed from  a  gloomy  Into  a  cheerful  location.  The  spirit  of 
the  men  improved  as  was  shown  by  the  quality  of  the  work 
turned  out.  The  floor  was  kept  cleaner  and  the  whole  ap- 
pearance of  the  place  Improved.  In  fact  so  satisfactory  was 
the  result  that  the  entire  25  bays  were  similarly  equipped. 
All  extension  lamps  have  been  removed  except  where  it  is 
necessary  to  see  into  deep  work  or  under  machines.  For  this 
purpose  plug  boxes  have  been  placed  at  convenient  places  and 
the  extension  lines  are  used  only  when  necessary,  with  the 
result  that  the  general  lighting  scheme  is  never  interfered 
with  and  the  room  is  free  from  the  mass  of  cord  that  gen- 
eraly   characterizes   like   locations. 

This  system  has  been  in  service  for  well  over  a  year  and 
careful  records  have  shown  that  the  cost  is  reasonable  and 
that  the  saving  in  quality  of  work  and  the  ability  to  keep 
good  men  has  more  than  repaid  the  original  expense. 

The  accompanying  photograph,  taken  at  night  without 
any  light  except  from  the  ordinary  source,  shows  the  loca- 
tion and  gives  some  idea  of  the  satisfactory  character  of  the 
illumination.  All  parts  of  the  room  are  sufficiently  lighted 
to  permit  of  work  being  done  with  equal  ease  at  any  point. 
Tests  showed  that  the  average  intensity  on  the  horizontal 
plane  averaged  2.5  foot-candles,  with  a  minimum  of  1.6  foot- 
candles  at  the  extreme  edge  of  the  room. 


GENERAL    ELECTRIC    COMPANY'S     NEW    CATALOGUES. 

In  Bulletin  No.  4S1S,  issued  by  the  General  Electric 
Company,  are  described  flange  couplings  and  flexible 
couplings. 

The  General  Electric  Company's  Bulletin  No.  4829  illus- 
trates and  describes  electric  locomotives  built  for  both  stand- 
ard and  narrow  gauge,  in  various  styles. 

The  General  Electric  Company  has  recently  issued  Bul- 
letin No.  4846,  which  contains  such  information  as  will 
enable  the  prospective  customer  to  select  intelligently  the 
switchboard  panels  best  suited  to  his  needs. 

Bulletin  No.  4852,  just  issued  by  the  General  Electric 
Company,  contains  a  description  of  a  standard  50-ton  loco- 
motive and  its  equipment,  and  a  statement  of  features  of 
construction. 

The  General  Electric  Company  has  developed  a  line  of 
commutating  pole  generators  in  which  commutating  trouble 
is  eliminated.  These  generators  are  built  for  slow  and 
moderate  speeds,  range  in  capacity  from  20  to  150  kw.  and 
are  wound  for  125,  250  and  575  volts.  They  may  be  equipped 
with  sliding  base  or  with  belt  tightener,  as  desired.  They 
are  described  in  Bulletin  No.  4832,  which  contains  also  a 
table  giving  dimensions. 

Catalogue  K  from  the  Ohio  Brass  Company,  of  Mans- 
field, Ohio,  is  devoted  to  Ohio  valves  and  steam  specialties, 
special  attention  being  given  to  their  water  gauge  and  their 
pressure  regulating  valve,  a  device  which  automatically  de- 
livers steam  or  air  at  any  desired  uniform  pressure  lower 
than  that  supplied  to  the  valve.  In  connection  with  this  is 
a  valuable  chart  for  determining  the  proper  size  of  regulating 
valve  for  a  given  seiwice. 

The  General  Electric  Company  has  just  issued  a  publica- 
tion describing  another  of  its  flow  meters,  which,  in  this  in- 
stance, is  designed  for  measuring  the  flow  of  steam.  Two 
forms  of  the  steam  flow  meters  are  manufactured;  one  for 
recording  and  the  other  for  merely  indicating  the  flow.  This 
meter  resembles  somewhat  the  air  and  water  meters  manu- 
factured by  this  company,  and  is  fully  illustrated  and  de- 
scribed in  this  publication,  which  is  No.  4836. 

Bulletin  No.  4851,  just  issued  by  the  General  Electric  Com- 
pany, is  an  attractive  publication  containing  data  relative  to 
the  use  of  electricity  in  the  service  of  steam  roads.  The  pub- 
lication comprises  48  pages  which  illustrate  and  describe  both 
station  and  road  equipment  of  the  New  York  Central  &  Hud- 
son River  Railroad;  the  Detroit  Tunnel  of  the  Michigan  Cen- 
tral Road;  the  Cascade  Tunnel  of  the  Great  Northern  Rail- 
way; the  equipment  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railway;  the 
W^est  Jersey  &  Seashore,  the  West  Shore  Railroad,  etc. 

The  General  Electric  Company's  line  of  belt  driven  alter- 
nating current  generators,  known  as  Form  B  generatoi"s,  a.-e 
described  in  Bulletin  No.  4847,  recently  issued  by  that  com- 
pany. These  generators  are  built  in  capacities  ranging  from 
50  to  200  kw.,  and  aVe  adapted  for  three-phase  or  two-phase 
winding  without  change  except  in  the  armature  coils  and  ter- 
minal blocks,  the  exciters  and  all  accessories  being  the  same 
for  both.  Designs  have  been  made  for  240,  480,  600,  1150  and 
2300  volts. 

The  General  Electric  Company  has  recently  issued  Bulle- 
tin No.  4848,  describing  its  new  combination  ammeter  and 
voltmeter.  This  instrument  is  enclosed  in  a  dust-proof  and 
moisture-proof  aluminum  case,  and  is  designed  to  withstand 
the  constant  vibration  and  exposure  incident  to  service  on 
electric  vehicles.  The  publication  contains  dimension  and 
connection  diagrams,  and  illustrations  in  actual  size  of  the 
scales. 
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NEWS  NOTES 


FINANCIAL. 

ELMA,  WASH. — The  council  has  decided  to  vote  munici- 
pal bonds  for  $10,000  for  the  construction  of  a  water  system. 

PORTLAND,  ORE. — The  Clatskanio  Electric  Light  & 
Power  Company  has  increased  its  capital  stock  from  $25,000  to 
$75,000. 

INDEPENDENCE,  ORB.— A  $25,000  bond  issue  for  a  water 
system  has  been  decided  upon.  Work  on  the  new  water  sys- 
tem is  to  begin  at  once. 

ALAMEDA,  CAL. — The  City  Council  held  a  special  session 
last  week  to  consider  the  items  for  the  proposed  bond  issue. 
The  council  decided  to  include  $125,000  for  the  electric  light 
plant,  including  $75,000  for  general  betterments  $25,000  for  a 
new  building  and  $15,000  for .  new  wire,  other  smaller  items 
taking  up  the  additional  $10,000.  The  plant  is  now  carrying 
a  40  per  cent  overload. 

BERKELEY,  CAL. — On  the  strength  of  a  report  presented 
by  City  Expert  C.  L.  Cory  on  the  income  of  the  electric  light 
company,  the  Berkeley  City  Council  failed  to  reduce  the  rate 
from  9  to  7c  per  kw.  hour.  John  A.  Britton,  representing  the 
company,  stated  if  the  rate  was  cut  to  8o  that  the  profits 
of  the  corporation  in  Berkeley  would  be  reduced  $24,000  a 
year,  while  the  7c  rate  would  mean  a  difference  of  $60,000  a 
year.  Cory's  estimate  placed  the  value  of  the  plant  at  $576,- 
886.82  and  gave  the  net  revenue  of  the  plant  at  $45,115.37, 
allowing  for  depreciation  at  7. 98  per  cent  annually.  His  re- 
port was  compiled  by  comparing  the  expenditure  and  revenue 
of  the  corporation  for  the  past  three  years.  Mr.  Britton  as- 
serted that  the  company  was  compelled  to  charge  the  9e  rate 
in  order  to  get  a  revenue  on  the  investment,  that  it  was  ex- 
ceedingly low  when  compared  with  that  of  other  cities. 


INCORPORATIONS. 

OAKESDALE,  WASH.— The  Oakesdale  Home  Telephone 
Company,  capital  $10,000,  has  been  incorporated  by  C.  G. 
Mead  and  A.  G.  Woodward. 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL.— The  Mokelumne  River  Power 
Company  has  been  incorporated  with  a  capital  stock  of  $3,000,- 
000,  by  L.  Brown,  A.  H.  Elliott,  A.  M.  Sherman,  M.  E.  Logan 
and  G.  C.  Elliott. 

HOOD  RIVER,  ORE.— Articles  of  incorporation  of  the 
Hydroelectric  Company  of  Hood  River  have  been  recorded  in 
the  county  clerk's  office.  The  incorporators  are  W.  Evans,  J. 
Watt  and  H.  J.  Jackson.     Capital  stock  $250,000. 

RIVERSIDE,  CAL.— The  Vernon  Park  Water  Company 
has  been  incorporated  with  a  capital  stock  of  $75,000  with 
$500  subscribed.  The  directors  are  A.  H.  Bailey,  H.  C.  Hard- 
ing, H.  V.  Wall,  B.  J.  Brien  and  C.  E.  Lewis,  all  of  Los  Angeles. 


TRANSMISSION. 
LACROSSE,  WASH.— Representatives  of  the  Washington 
Water  Power  Company  are  here   with  a  view  of  extending 
their  lighting  and  power  systems  to  this  city  from  Colfax. 

PORT  ORCHARD,  WASH.— The  Bremerton  &  Charleston 
Light  &  Fuel  Company  has  petitioned  the  county  commission- 
ers for  a  franchise  to  furnish  electric  current  for  lighting  and 
other  purposes  on  certain  streets  and  roads. 

PROSSER,  WASH.— The  Pacific  Power  &  Light  Company 
has  started  work  on  the  expenditure  of  $15,000  for  improving 
its  local  power  plant.  Three  new  transformers  of  66,000  volts 
and  one  600  kilowatt  generator  will  be  installed. 


WALLA  WALLA,  WASH.— R.  E.  Downie  &  Co.,  Seattle, 
has  been  awarded  the  contract  for  furnishing  a  quantity  of 
50-ft.  poles  for  the  Pacific  Power  &  Light  Company's  power 
line  under  construction  from  this  place  to  Dayton,  Wash. 

KLAMATH  PALLS,  ORE.— Judge  William  Colvig  of  Med- 
ford,  representing  the  Rogue  River  Electric  Power  Company, 
has  arrived  in  Klamath  Falls  and  has  submitted  to  the  city 
council  a  proposition  to  furnish  this  city  with  electric  power. 

VALLEJO,  CAL. — The  government  has  asked  for  bids  to 
cover  the  cost  of  pipe  and  boiler  construction  for  a  new  power 
house,  which  will  represent  an  expenditure  of  more  than  $100,- 
000.    The  figures  are  to  be  opened  in  Washington  on  July  8th. 

EUREKA,  CAL. — Since  the  Western  States  Gas  and  Elec- 
tric Company  has  taken  over  the  holdings  of  the  Fortuna  and 
Ferndale  lighting  companies,  improvements  are  to  be  made 
throughout  the  valley.  The  substation  at  Loleta  will  be 
moved  further  up  the  river. 

PASCO,  WASH. — ^Vice-President  Grenier  of  the  Pacific 
Power  &  Light  Company  will  shortly  award  the  contract  for 
constructing  the  first  unit  of  the  switching  station  for  that 
company.  Plans  for  the  first  unit  which  will  cost  $85,000  are 
on  file  at  the  Portland  and  local  office. 

WOODLAND,  WASH. — Preliminary  surveys  are  being 
made  to  establish  the  water  line,  etc.,  at  Tum  Tum  canyon, 
30  miles  above  this  place,  for  a  company  which  will  erect  a 
power  dam  150  ft.  high  to  generate  3000  h.p.  Work  will  start 
this  summer  and  power  and  light  will  be  distributed  to  ad- 
joining towns. 


ILLUMINATION. 

SANTA  ANA,  CAL. — The  Board  of  Supervisors  will  re- 
ceive sealed  bids  up  to  July  6  for  furnishing  electric  lights  on 
certain  streets  in  Garden  Grove  Lighting  District. 

NEWPORT,  WASH.— The  Northern  Idaho  &  Montesano 
Power  Company  has  been  granted  a  franchise  for  the  con- 
struction of  an  electric  lighting  system, .  for  the  village  of 
Priest  River,  Wash. 


TRANSPORTATION. 

WOODLAND,  CAL. — The  City  Trustees  have  granted  the 
Vallejo  &  Northern  Railroad  a  franchise  on  Main  street  from 
the  eastern  to  the  western  limits. 

BISHOP,  CAL. — Grading  began  last  week  on  the  Owens 
Valley  Electric  Railway  connecting  Bishop  with  the  Southern 
Pacific  at  Laws,  with  proposed  extensions  to  neighboring 
places. 

CHICO,  CAL. — The  Board  of  Trustees  has  passed  an  ordi- 
nance granting  the  Northern  Electric  Railway  Company,  a 
franchise  to  operate  a  street  railway  over  certain  streets  in 
Chico. 

SAN  BERNARDINO,  CAL.— W.  G.  Kerckhoff  has  entered 

into  negotiations  with  the  local  Chamber  of  Commerce  for  the 
construction  of  an  electric  line  from  San  Bernardino  to  Up- 
land. He  asked  that  steps  be  taken  to  secure  right  of  way 
for  the  line. 

EUGENE,  ORE.— Deeds  for  the  right  of  way  for  several 
miles  of  the  electric  railway  to  be  built  between  Eugene  and 
Corvallis  by  the  Portland,  Eugene  &  Eastern  Railway,  have 
been  filed  for  record  with  the  county  clerk.  Construction  will 
begin  before  December  1  next. 
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OAKLAND,  CAL.— Work  has  begun  by  the  Key  Route 
on  its  line  to  Richmond,  which  branches  off  its  local  lines  at 
54th  and  Adeline  streets.  The  track  is  practically  all  com- 
pleted and  poles  ,to  carry  the  trolley  wires  are  being  set  up. 
The  work  should  be  completed  within  a  few  months  and  the 
line  in  operation  before  the  end  of  the  present  year. 

OAKLAND,  CAL.— The  first  electric  train  of  the  Southern 
Pacific  Company  ran  into  Oakland  last  week  on  a  tryout  trip. 
In  Alameda  the  first  run  of  an  electric  train  was  made  over 
the  north  side  Lincoln  avenue  line  to  High  street.  Both  ex- 
perimental trips  were  successful,  and  according  to  the  railroad 
officials  it  will  be  a  matter  of  only  a  few  weeks  till  the  regu- 
lar electric  service  is  established  on  the  new  Alameda  loop, 
which  swings  down  to  the  east  end  of  the  island. 

OAKLAND,  CAL. — Pursuant  to  plans  formed  recently 
by  the  management  of  the  Oakland  and  Antioch  Railway 
Company  and  the  financial  backers  of  the  concern  in  New 
York  and  Boston,  a  corps  of  engineers  is  now  surveying  a 
new  line  for  the  road  between  Walnut  Creek  and  Oakland 
which  will  include  a  new  inter-county  tunnel.  The  tunnel 
will  be  two  miles  in  length,  according  to  one  of  the  surveys, 
and  longer  according  to  another.  Three  schemes  of  this 
kind  are  being  laid  out. 

OAKLAND,  CAL.- — Plans  for  a  grand  central  depot  for 
the  Oakland  Traction  and  Key  Route  and  Oakland  and  An- 
tioch lines  in  the  business  center  of  Oakland  are  being 
worked  out  by  the  engineers  and  expert  traction  men  of  the 
United  Properties  Company.  It  is  probable  that  this  depot 
and  passenger  distributing  station  will  be  established  with- 
in a  year  and  it  will  occupy  the  building  now  known  as  the 
Oakland  Produce  Exchange,  between  12th  and  11th,  and  Web- 
ster and  Harrison  streets.  That  the  Key  Route  management 
will  take  steps  at  once  to  have  its  franchise  so  amended,  if 
amendment  be  necessary,  to  permit  running  two-car  trains  on 
the  main  lines  of  the  Oakland  Tranction  Company,  is  gen- 
erally understood  and  the  directors  of  the  Oakland  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce  are  considering  the  advisability  of  sup- 
porting the  movement. 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL. — There  has  been  filed  with  the 
Supervisors  an  application  for  a  franchise  for  an  underground 
railway  to  extend  from  the  ferry  depot  at  the  foot  of  Market 
street  to  Golden  Gate  Park.  The  project  is  said  to  have  the 
backing  of  one  of  the  greatest  English  traction  companies. 
The  real  applicant  for  the  franchise  which  will  be  asked  for 
on  Monday  through  a  local  agent  is  the  British  Electric  Trac- 
tion Company,  which  controls  many  of  the  biggest  street  rail- 
way systems  of  England  and  Australia.  The  company  is  said 
to  be  willing  to  put  $15,000,000  into  the  work  of  construc- 
tion at  once  and,  if  the  franchise  can  be  secured,  to  begin 
work  without  delay.  It  is  estimated  by  the  engineers  who 
have  prepared  preliminary  plans  for  the  English  concern  that 
the  subway  can  be  completed  within  two  and  a  half  years. 
Thomas  King  Ewer,  now  in  this  city,  is  the  local  representa- 
tive of  the  British  Electric  Traction  Company. 


TELEPHONE  AND  TELEGRAPH. 

CORNING,  CAL,.— The  Board  of  Trustees  has  passed  an 
ordinance  granting  the  right  of  erecting  and  maintaining  a 
telephone  system,  throughout  the  city  of  Corning. 

CENTRAL  POINT,  ORE.— The  bid  of  the  Jacobson-Bade 
Company  for  $12,000  for  the  extension  of  the  water  system 
has  been  accepted  by  the  council. 

NAPA,  CAL^-— W.  M.  Lyons,  has  made  application  to  the 
Board  of  Supervisors  for  a  franchise  for  a  period  of  50  years, 
to  operate  telephone  lines  along  the  public  roads  of  Napa 
county.  Sealed  bids  will  be  received  by  the  clerk  of  the  Board 
of  Supervisors  up  to  July  11,  1911,  for  the  sale  of  said  fran- 
chise. 


FULLERTON,  CAL.— The  Board  of  Supervisors  has 
granted  the  application  of  the  Standard  Oil  Company  for  per- 
mission to  lay  pipe  and  telephone  wires  across  the  county 
roads  at  their  right  of  way. 

PETALUMA,  CAL. -W.  D.  Thomas  is  negotiating  with  I. 
Maggetti,  Messrs.  Berri,  Camboni  and  many  other  farmers  in 
the  district  near  Marshall,  for  the  installation  of  a  rural  tele- 
phone line  from  Marshall  to  Petalimia. 

WELLS,  NEV.— The  request  of  C.  G.  Winters  ask- 
ing for  a  permit  to  set  poles  and  build  a  telephone  line  from 
the  State  line  of  Nevada  and  Idaho,  commencing  at  Rattle- 
snake springs  on  Wilkin's  island,  has  been  granted. 


WATERWORKS. 

LIVINGSTON,  CAL.— Constable  J.  A.  Watson  has  been 
granted  permission  by  the  Board  of  Supervisors  to  lay  pipes 
under  the  streets  of  Livingston  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining 
a  water  system. 

ORANGE,  CAL. — The  Board  of  Supervisors  has  passed  an 
ordinance  granting  a  franchise  to  Santos  Moraga  to  con- 
struct a  water  system  for  supplying  Richfield  for  domestic 
and  other  purposes  for  fifty  years. 

HOQUIAM,  WASH. — Portland  capitalists  are  considering 
a  plan  to  bring  water  from  Lake  Quinault  to  this  city,  furnish- 
ing both  Hoquiam  and  Aberdeen.  J.  D.  Moughmer,  former 
city  engineer,  is  one  of  the  promoters. 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL.— The  Board  of  Public  Works 
has  been  authorized  to  go  ahead  with  the  repair  and  en- 
largement of  the  water  supply  system  at  the  Relief  Home, 
the  cost  of  which  was  estimated  at  $16,000. 

OAKLAND,  CAL. — The  Peoples  Water  Company  an- 
nounces that  the  corporation  will  commence  the  laying  of  2200 
feet  of  9-inch  water  mains  in  the  Hopkins  street  district  in  the 
near  future  for  the  purpose  of  increasing  the  water  supply  of 
the  district. 

WATSONVILLE,  CAL.— At  the  next  meeting  of  the  Alder- 
men the  city  attorney  will  present  a  prepared  ordinance  call- 
ing for  a  special  election  at  which  the  people  will  be  asked  to 
incur  an  indebtedness  of  $110,000  for  the  purpose  of  construct- 
ing  an   entirely  new  water  system. 

BERKELEY,  CAL.— The  City  Council  has  set  the  mini- 
mum water  rate  at  $1.25  and  made  a  fire  hydrant  rate  of  $3, 
and  a  sprinkling  rate  of  30c  in  spite  of  a  strenuous  protest  on 
the  part  of  Engineer  Wilhelm  of  the  Peoples  Water  Company. 
The  water  company  was  represented  by  Wilhelm  and  Attorney 
Edward  Engs,  both  of  whom  declared  the  former  minimum 
rate  of  $1.50  was  as  low  as  the  company  could  operate  under. 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL.— To  avert  a  water  famine  in  the 
l)eninsula  in  the  near  future,  15  representatives  of  water  com- 
panies operating  in  San  Mateo  county  held  a  conference  in 
the  office  of  Attorney  Milton  J.  Green,  in  the  Mills  building. 
Although  invited  to  participate  no  representative  of  the  Spring 
Valley  Company  was  present.  Capt.  H.  N.  Royden  of  the_  Pe- 
ninsula Water  Company,  wliich  operates  in  San  Mateo  and 
Burlingame,  presided.  A  committee  consisting  of  the  chair- 
man and  A.  T.  Green  will  take  up  the  matter  with  the  board 
of  governors  of  the  San  Mateo  County  Development  Board. 
Resolutions  were  passed  and  the  assertion  was  made  that  a 
certain  and  adequate  present  and  future  water  supply  for  San 
Mateo  county  must  be  obtained;  that  it  is  deemed  advisable 
on  that  account  to  merge  the  various  water  companies  oper- 
ating in  the  northern  part  of  the  county;  that  the  oppor- 
tunity of  securing  a  proper  supply  will  be  lost  if  Spring  Val- 
ley sells  its  plant  to  San  Francisco;  that  the  company  to  be 
formed  should  negotiate  with  Spring  Valley  for  a  fixed  and 
definite  supply  of  water  for  the  present  and  future. 
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Allis-Chalmera  Co 2 

Milwaukee.   Wis. 

San       Francisco,       Jackson 

Bldg.,   Second   &  Natoma 
Los    Angeles.     129-131     B. 

Fifth. 
Portland,   92   First. 
Seattle,  115  Jackson. 

Aluminum  Co.  of  America 4 

Pittsburg,   Pa. 

San  Francisco,  Monadnock 
Bldg. 

Los  Angeles,  Pacific  Elec- 
tric Bldg. 

Seattle,  Colman  Bldg. 

Amencan  Circular  Loom  Co 

Boston,   45  Milk. 
San  Francisco,  770  Polsom.      ■ 
Seattle,  416  American  Bank 
Bldg. 

American  Electrical  Heater  Co 

Detroit,    U.    S.   A. 

Aylsworth  Agencies  Co 

San  Francisco,  143  Second. 

B 

Bames-Lindsley  Mfg.  Co. 13 

Portland,  Ore. 

Bay  Cities  Home  Telephone  Co.  _ 
San    Francisco,    333    Grant 
Ave. 

Benjamin  Electric  Mfg.  Co 

New   York,   27   Thames. 

Chicago,  120-128  S.  San- 
gamon. 

San  Francisco,  151  New 
Montgomery. 

Blake  Signal  and  Mfg.  Co 2 

Boston,  246  Summer. 

Bonestell  &  Co. 5 

San    Francisco,    118    First. 

Bridgeport  Brass  Company 4 

Bridgeport,   Conn. 

c 

Chicago  Fuse  Mfg.  Co 

Chicago,      1014    -   1020     W. 

Congress. 
Ne"w    York,    1    Hudson. 

Colonial  Electrical  Agency  Co 

San  Francisco,  576  Mis- 
sion. 

Crocker- Wheeler  Co 

San  Francisco,  195-7  Fre- 
mont. 

D 

D.  &  W.  Fuse  Co 

Providence,  R.  I. 

Dearborn  Drug  &  Chem.  Works--  13 
Chicago,    Postal    Bldg. 
San   Francisco,    301   Front. 
Los  Angeles,  355  E  Second 

Duncan  Elec.  Mfg.  Co 5 

Lafayette,   Indiana. 

San   Francisco,    61   Second. 

E 

Economy  Electric  Co.,  The 

Warren,  Ohio. 

Electric  Cnttlr  &  Mfg.  Co.,The__ 
New  York,  50  Church. 
Pittsburg,   515   Frick  Bldg. 
Chicago,    135    Adams. 
Birmingham,    827    Brown- 
Marx  Bldg. 

EUectric  Goods  Mfg.  Co 

Boston,  Mass. 

San  Francisco,  165  Second. 


Electric  Storage  Battery  Co 

Philadelphia,   Pa. 
San  Francisco,  Monadnock 
Bldg, 


Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co 

Chicago,  481  Wabash  ave. 
San  Francisco,  158  First. 
Los  Angeles,  423  B.  Third. 

Farnswotth  Electrical  Works I 

San      Francisco,      132  -  138 
Second. 

Fort  Wayne  Electric  Works 1 1 

Fort  Wayne,  Ind. 

San  Francisco,  604  Mission. 

Seattle   Colman  Bldg. 


General  Electric-  Co 14 

Schenectady  N.  T. 

San  Francisco,  Union  Trust 

Bldg. 
Los        Angeles,       124       W. 

Fourth. 
Seattle,   Colman   Bldg. 
Portland,   Worcester  Bldg. 
Atlanta,  Ga. 
Baltimore,  Md. 
Boston,    Mass. 
Buffalo,  N.  Y. 
Butte,   Mont. 
Charleston,  W.   Va. 
Charlotte,   N.    C. 
Chicago,    111. 
Cincinnati,  O. 
Cleveland,    O. 
Columbus,   O. 
Denver,   Colo. 
Detroit,  Mich. 
Indianapolis,  Ind. 
Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Minneapolis,   Minn. 
Nashville,   Tenn. 
New   Haven,    Conn. 
New   Orleans,   La. 
New  York,  N.  Y. 
Philadelphia,   Pa. 
Pittsburg,  Pa. 
Richmond,  Va. 
Salt    Lake    City,    Utah. 
St.    Louis,    Mo. 
Syracuse,  N.  Y. 
Spokane,   Wash. 

Goeriz,  O.  C.  &  Co 

San    Francisco,    916   Postal 
Tel.  Bldg. 

Gould  Storage  Battery  Co 16 

San    Francisco,     604    Mis- 
sion. 

H 

Habirshaw  Wire  Co 

New   York,   253   Broadway. 

Hammel  Oil  Burner  Company  __ 

Los  Angeles,   640  N.  Main. 

Hitchcock  Military  Academy 12 

San  Rafaol 

Holtzer-Cabot  Elec.  Co.,  The 

Boston  and  Chicago. 

San  Francisco,  612  Howard. 

Hughes  &  Co.,  E.  C 2 

San    Francisco,      147    -   151 
Minna. 

Hunt,  Mirk  &  Co 

San  Francisco,  141  Second. 


Indiana  Rubber  &  Ins.  Wire  Co 16 

Jonesboro,  Indiana. 


Johns-Manville  Co..  H.  W 5 

New   York,    100   William. 
San    Francisco,     159    New 

Montgomery. 
Los  Angeles,  222-224  North 

Los  Angeles. 
Seattle,   576  First  Ave.  So. 


K 

Kellogg  Switchb'd  &  Supply  Co._ 

Chicago. 

San  Francisco.  88  First. 

Kelman  Electric  &  Mfg.  Co. 

Los  Angeles,  Cal. 

Klein  &  Sons,  Mathias 2 

Chicago,    Station   U-29. 


Locke  Insulator  Mfg.  Co 

Victor,  N.  Y. 

San  Francisco,  Monadnock 
Bldg. 

Los  Angeles,  Pacific  Elec- 
trical  Bldg. 

Seattle,   Colman   Bldg. 

M 


Machinery  &  Supply  Co. 

San  Francisco,  Seventh  & 
Harrison. 

Moore,  Chas.C.  &Co.  Engineers.       3 

San    Francisco,    99    First. 
Los      Angeles,       American 

Bank   Bldg. 
Seattle,  Mutual  Life  Bldg. 
Portland.Wells-FargoBldg. 
Salt  Lake  City,  Atlas  Blk. 
New     York     City,    Fulton 

Bldg. 
Tucson,   Arizona. 

N 

New  York  Insl'td  Wire  Co 

New  York,  114  Liberty. 
San  Francisco,  770  Folsom. 
Seattle,  416  American  Bank 
Bldg. 

o 

Ohio  Brass  Co. : 2 

Mansfield,   Ohio. 

San  Francisco,  Monadnock 
Bldg. 

Los  Angeles,  Pacific  Elec- 
tric  Bldg. 

Seattle,   Colman   Bldg. 

Okonite  Co. 16 

New   York,   253   Broadway. 


Pacific  Gas  &  Elect.  Co.,  The 13 

San    Francisco. 

Pacific  Meter  Co. 13 

San    Francisco,    311    Santa 
Marina  Bldg. 

Pacific  Tel.  &  Tel.  Co.,  The 

San  Francisco. 

Partrick  Carter  &  Wilkins  Co 

Philadelphia,    Twenty-sec- 
ond and  Wood. 

Pelton  Water  Wheel  Co.,  The-..  13 

San    Francisco,    2219    Har- 


Pierson,  Roeding  &  Co 4 

San  Francisco,  Monadnock 
Bldg. 

Los  Angeles,  Pacific  Elec- 
tric Bldg. 

Seattle,   Colman   Bldg. 

Portland  Wood  Pipe  Co 2 

Portland,  Ore. 


Schaw-Batcher  Co.  Pipe  Works 

Sacramento,    Cal.,    211    J. 
San  Francisco,  356  Market. 

Southern  Pacific  Co. _.  16 

San  Francisco,  Flood  Bldg. 

Sprague  Electric  Co. 5 

New     York     City,     527-531 

W.  Thirty-fourth. 
San  Francisco,  Atlas  Bldg. 
Seattle,   Colman   Bldg. 

Standard  Und.  Cable  Co 16 

San  Francisco,  First  Na- 
tional Bank  Bldg. 

Los  Angeles,  Union  Trust 
Bldg. 

Sterling  Paint  Company, 

San  Francisco,   118   First. 


Technical  Book  Shop 1 1 

San  Francisco,  604  Mission. 

Thomas  and  Sons  Co.,  R 

New  York,  227  Fulton. 
East  Liverpool,  Ohio. 


Thompson  Co.,  The  Chas.  C. 

Chicago,     545-549    Wabash 
ave. 

Tracy  Engineering  Co 

San  Francisco,  461  Market. 
Los  Angeles,  Central  Bldg. 


w 


Wagner  Electric  Mfg.  Co.. 
St.  Louis,  Mo. 


Western  Electric  Co 5 

San  Francisco,  680  Folsom. 
Oakland,  507   Sixteenth. 
Los  Angeles,  119  E.  Seventh 
Seattle,  1518  First  Ave.  So. 

Western  Wireless  Equipment  Co.. 

San  Francisco,  Grant  Bldg., 
Seventh  and  Market. 

Westinghouse.  Elec.  &  Mfg.  Co. 6 

Pittsburg,  Pa. 

Los  Angeles,  527  So.  Main. 

Denver,  429  Seventeenth. 

Seattle,  Central  Bldg. 

Salt  Lake  City,  212-214 
So.  W.  Temple. 

San  Francisco,  165  Second. 

Spokane,   Columbia   Bldg. 

Portland,    Couch   Bldg. 

Butte,  Lewisohn  Bldg. 

Canada,  Canadian  -  West- 
inghouse  Co.,  Ltd.,  Ham- 
ilton, Ontario. 

Mexico.,  G.  &  O.,  Branlff  & 
Co.,  City  of  Mexico. 

Westinghouse  Machine  Co 

Pittsburg,  Pa. 

San  Francisco,  141  Second. 

We«ton  Elect'I.  Instrument  Co 3 

Waverly  Park,  N.  J. 
New   York,   114   Liberty. 
San    Francisco,    682    -    «84 
Mission. 

Wilbur,  a  A -  5 

San  Francisco,  61  Second. 
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Manufacturers 

Who  Have  Made  Us  Their  Sole  Representatives  On  The  Pacific  Coast 

Babcock  &  Wilcox  Co.  Leslie  Co. 

Mcintosh,  Seymour  &  Co.  Chapman  Valve  Mfg.  Co. 

Hooven,  Owen,  Rentschler  Co.  Lagonda  Mfg.  Co. 

Harrisburg,  Fdry.  &  Mach.  Works  Northern  Equipment  Co.,  Copes  Regulators 

A.  L.  Ide  &  Sons  Hoppes  Mfg.  Co. 

Piatt  Iron  Works  Co.  Willcox  Eng.  Co.,  Liquid  Weighers 

Wheeler  Condenser  &  Eng.  Co.  M.  A.  Turner,  Oil  Filters 

Green  Fuel  Economizer  Co.  Consolidated  Engine  Stop  Co. 

Griscom-Spencer  Co.  Lumen  Bearing  Co. 

Get  the  Benefit  of  Our  Knowledge  of 

Steam   Power  Plant  Design,  Construction,  ^Maintenance,  and  Plconomy — Steam  Generation, 
Combustion,  Superheating — Steam  and  Oil  Separation — Steam  Piping—Chimneys 
and  Draught — Feed  Water  Heating,  Purifying,  Filtering,  Evaporating, 
Refrigerating,  Condensing — PowerGeneration,  Transmission 
Air  Compressors — Pumping,    Hydraulics,   Irrigat- 
ing— Heating  and  Ventilating. 


LET  US   KNOW  YOUR   NEEDS 


Chas.  C.  Moore  &  Co.  Engineers 

HOME  OFFICE.  99  FIRST  STREET,  SAN  FRANCISCO 

INFORMATION   AND  CATALOGUES  AT 

San  Francisco,  99  First  St.  Seattle,  Mutual  Life  Bldg.  Salt  Lake  City,  Atlas  Blk. 

Lot  Angeles,  American  B'k  Bldg.  Portland,  Wells  Fargo  Bldg.  New  York  City,  Fulton  Bldg. 

Tucson.  Arizona 
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$200,000,000  spent  by  the 

Southern- Union  Pacific 


To  Save  You  4i  Hours 

This  is  done  by  improved  roadbed,  electric  block  signal 
protection,  double  tracking.    New  power  and  equipment 


Commencing  May  28,  1911 
SAN  FRANCISCO 


68  HOURS 


"OVERLAND  LIMITED" 

Will  leave  San  Francisco 10:20  A.M. 

Arrive  in  Chicago  . 9:10  A.  M. 

Connecting   with  All    Morning   Trains   for  New    York 
and  other  eastern  cities 

Southern  Pacific 

TICKET  OFFICES: 

Flood  Building        Palace  Hotel        Market  Street  Ferry  Depot 

TELEPHONE  — KEARNY  3160 

Broadway  and  13th  Street,  Oakland 

Union  Pacific 

42  Powell  Street 
TELEPHONES— KEARNY  1161;  HOME  C-4445 
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JORDAN  STEAM  STATION 


The  Utah  Light  &  Railway  Co.  supplies  practi- 
cally all  of  the  electric  service  for  Salt  Lake  City, 
Utah,  and  during  its  growth  has  absorbed  a  large  pro- 
portion of  the  output  of  the  hydroelectric  power  gen- 
erating and  transmission  companies  which  utilize 
water  powers  in  the  mountain  region  surrounding 
Salt  Lake  City.  The  increase  of  the  business  and 
the  somewhat  restricted 
possibilities  of  the 
available  water  powers 
have  led  the  manage- 
ment of  this  company  to 
provide  a  steam  driven 
power  station,  primar- 
ily for  the  purpose  of 
acting  as  a  relay  to  the 
various  hydroelectric 
transmission  systems, 
and  in  order  to  form  a 
nucleus  of  such  fur- 
ther steam  generating 
equipment  as  the  future 
may  require.  The  pres- 
ence of  coal  measures 
in  the  Wasatch  Moun- 
tains within  40  or  50 
miles  of  Salt  Lake  City 
by  rail  led  to  an  inves- 
tigation to  determine 
the  best  site  for  such  a 
plant,  and  at  this  stage 
of  the  proceedings 
Westinghouse,  Church, 
Kerr  &  Co.  of  New 
York  were  retained  to 
act  as  engineers  and  re- 
port on  the  situation.  In  July,  1909,  after  considering 
the  advisability  of  producer  gas  as  well  as  steam,  and 
the  location  of  the  plant  at  the  coal  mine,  as  alterna- 
tives, they  reported  in  favor  of  a  steam  power  station 
to  be  located  (preferably  on  the  Jordan  River)  adja- 
cent to  Salt  Lake  City.  In  the  spring  of  1910  this  re- 
port was  acted  on,  and  the  engineers  were  authorized 
to  act  also  as  constructors,  and  to  proceed  with  the 


Power  House  of  Utah  Light  &  Railway  Company 


design  and  construction  of  the  new  power  station. 

Among  the  conditions  governing  the  design  of 
this  station  were  the  following : 

(a)  Operation  not  continuous  at  first,  but  as  a 
relay  to  the  system  ;  (b)  an  ample  supply  of  condensing 
water,  unsuitable,  however,  for  boiler  feed;  (c)  feed 
water  to  be  purchased  at  a  relatively  low  cost;  (d)  coal 

to  be  brought  from 
mines  already  devel- 
oped in  Wyoming  car- 
rying about  ll,700B.t.u. 
per  pound ;  (e)  power 
station  site  being  on 
property  owned  by  the 
company  and  having 
railroad  connection. 

The  fact  that  the  sta- 
tion is  intended  to  be 
a  relay  and  not  contin- 
uously operated,  im- 
plies a  very  low  load 
factor  which  called  for 
the  exercise  of  economy 
in  first  cost  of  construc- 
tion. Accordingly,  the 
building  as  well  as  the 
contained  equipment  _ 
was  to  be  laid  out  as 
to  reduce  the  volume 
per  unit  of  generating 
capacity  to  a  very  low 
figure.  The  cubic  con- 
tents of  the  building 
(which  includes  ample 
switchboard  room  for 
all  the  generating 
equipment  it  can  contain)  is  56  cubic  feet  per  kilo- 
watt of  maximum  continuous  output. 

This  station  is  designed  on  the  so-called  "unit 
system,"  a  "unit"  comprising  a  self-sufficient  combi- 
nation of  boilers,  generating  units,  condensers,  and 
enclosed  building,  so  arranged  that  it  can  be  uniformly 
and  economically  duplicated,  and  when  so  duplicated, 
economically  operated  either  alone  or  in  parallel  with 
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the  other  sections.  As  shown  in  the  plan,  the  boiler 
room,  which  is  completely  filled  with  six  600  h.p.  boil- 
ers, is  of  the  same  length  as  the  turbine  room  with 
its  single  10,000  k.v.a.  turbo-generator,  condenser  and 
auxiliaries.  It  is  evident  that  future  needs  for  greater 
capacity  of  this  station  can  be  economically  met  b}' 
adding  to  it  one  or  more  units  of  equi])ment  and  en- 
closing building  of  the  same  size  as  this  first  one. 

The  power  station  building  is  of  brick,  with'  con- 
crete slab  iloors  and  roof.  The  boiler  room  includes 
an  overload  coal  bunker.  This  portion  of  the  struc- 
ture is  of  skeleton  steel  construction  carrying  the 
greater  part  of  the  weight  on  columns.  The  turbine 
room  requires  no  steel  framing  other  than  that  needed 
for  the  roof  trusses,  floor  beams  and  crane  rails.  While 
no  money  was  spent  to  secure  architectural  effect,  the 
design  is  well  proportioned  and  dignified  in  character. 


Boiler  Room 

The  foundation  of  this  station  rests  upon  a  pile 
concrete  mattress  composed  of  Oregon  fir  piles  36  ft. 
long,  spaced  2^/2  to  3  ft.  between  centers,  overlaid  with 
a  practically  uniform  thickness  of  3  ft.  of  concrete. 
The  condenser  intake  and  overflow  flumes, '  where 
within  the  building  line,  are  formed  in  the  concrete 
foundation.  The  main  flumes  extend  from  the  river 
bank  just  outside  of  and  parallel  to  the  building  wall, 
being  so  placed  that  they  can  readily  be  extended  to 
accommodate  future  additions  to  the  station,  which 
will  be  served  as  in  the  present  case  by  branches  ex- 
tending from  the  main  flumes  into  the  power  station 
foundations. 

Steam  is  generated  in  six  600  h.p.  Stirling  boil- 
ers fitted  with  the  improved  Roney  stoker  operated 
by  natural  draft  which  is  supplied  by  a  single  stack. 
The  steam  pressure  is  200  lbs.  with  125  degrees  super- 
heat. The  arrangement  of  flues  and  stack  was  de- 
signed to  fit  in  with  the  general  unit  system  which 


will  involve  the  building  of  an  additional  stack  for 
ever}'  six  boilers  added  to  the  plant.  The  boilers  next 
the  turbine  room  are  provided  with  a  cross  flue  run- 
ning just  under  the  coal  bunker,  for  connecting  them 
with  the  stack.  By  means  of  a  system  of  skylights 
placed  just  below  the  level  of  the  coal  bunker,  the  fir- 
ing alley  between  boilers  is  provided  with  far  better 
daylight  illumination  than  usual. 

The  load  conditions  at  this  plant  did  not  warrant 
the  installation  of  economizers.  The  stack  is  of  radial 
brick,  113^  ft.  in  diameter  and  225  ft.  high.  Commer- 
cial relationship  with  the  management  of  the  mines 
rendered  it  unnecessary  to  make  provision  for  storing 
coal  on  a  large  scale,  thus  simplifying  the  problem  of 
transferring  the  coal  from  the  railroad  cars  to  the 
stoker  hoppers.  The  cars  dump  into  a  track  hopper 
from  which  coal  is  carried  up  by  an  inclined  bucket 
elevator  to  the  top  of  the  boiler  house  at  one  end, 
where  it  discharges  onto  a  horizontal  belt  conveyor 
by  which  it  is  distributed  through  the  bunker  over  the 
boilers.  The  ashes  are  dumped  from  the  ash  pits  into 
side  dump  cars  which  run  on  an  industrial  railroad 
in  the  boiler  room  basement  and  are  elevated  by  a 
platform  lift  to  the  ground  level,  where  they  are  run 
out  to  dump  their  contents  as  filling  for  adjacent  land. 

The  main  turbo-generating  unit  is  of  10,000  k.v.a. 
maximum  continuous  capacity,  with  a  temperature 
rise  of  not  to  exceed  50  degrees  C.  The  machine  is 
of  the  Westinghouse-Parsons  semi-double  flow  type 
of  3600  r.p.m.,  and.  generates  three-phase,  60  cycle 
current  at  a  potential  of  4400  volts. 

The  condensing  apparatus  is  of  the  mixing  type, 
the  LeBlanc  condenser  being  furnished  by  the  West- 
inghouse  Machine  Company.  Although  it  has  usually 
been  the  practice,  where  feed  water  has  to  be  pur- 
chased, to  use  a  surface  condenser,  the  LeBlanc  type 
is  usually  able  to  show  a  vacuum  of  ^  in.  to  1  in.  better 
than  the  surface  type,  with  similar  water  temperatures 
except  where  an  unusual  expenditure  is  incurred  in 
maintaining  the  surface  condenser.  The  greater  effi- 
ciency due  to  a  greater  vacuum,  combined  with  the 
reduced  cost  of  maintenance,  more  than  offsets  the  in- 
creased cost  of  feed  water  that  has  usually  accom- 
panied the  older  forms  of  mixing  condensers. 

As  is  the  case  with  other  main  features  of  the 
power  house  equipment,  the  piping  is  of  distinctly 
modern  design  and  construction.  Pipe  flanges  for  high 
pressure  steam  are  welded  011,  and  cast  steel  fittings 
and  valve  bodies  are  used.  The  valve  seats,  discs  and 
spindles  are  of  Monel  metal.  Particular  attention  is 
also  given  to  providing  for  the  expansion  and  contrac- 
tion inevitable  with  high  pressure  steam  and  superheat 
temperatures.  The  Holly  Gravity  Return  System  is 
used  in  returning  condensation  in  the  main  steam  con- 
nections back  to  the  boilers. 

The  generators  are  fitted  with  the  usual  ventilat- 
ing ducts.  The  exciters  are  of  the  Westinghouse  tur- 
bine driven  type  of  100  kw.  capacity.  The  boiler  feed 
pumps  are  steam  driven,  of  the  compound  duplex  pres- 
sure pattern.  The  air  and  circulating  pumps  on  the 
LeBlanc  condenser  are  driven  by  a  small  steam  tur- 
bine. 

The  switchboard  apparatus  is  contained  in  a  cel- 
lular structure  of  the  type  now  so  common  in  high  ten- 
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sion  power  stations,  being  in  this  instance  built  of  solid 

concrete.  The  ring  type  of  bus  has  been  adopted  as 
ottering  the  greatest  flexibility  in  switching  combina- 
tions of  generators  and  feeders,  with  the  least  number 
of  switches  installed.  The  oil  switches  are  General 
Electric  type  H-3,  electrically  operated  from  a  bench 
board  of  the  usual  type. 

Progress  in  the  construction  of  this  station  has 
been  remarkably  rapid.  Active  construction  began 
about  August  19,  1910,  upon  the  arrival  of  the  first 
carload  of  piles.     B}'  the  middle  of  October  the  piles 


Interior  View  Showing  Generator 

were  all  in  and  the  concrete  wall  enclosing  the  base- 
ment was  well  along  towards  completion.  By  Novem- 
ber 10th  the  building  walls  were  nearly  finished  and 
the  stack  well  under  way.  By  the  middle  of  De- 
cember the  exterior  of  the  building  was  completed, 
the  windows  were  in  and  the  stack  was  fin- 
ished. Steam  was  raised  in  the  boilers  on  February 
6,  1911,  the  turbine  was  turned  over  for  the  first  time 
on  February  15,  and  the  station  was  reported  ready 
to  permanenth^  carry  commercial  load  on  March  22, 
1911.  The  entire  work  of  design  and  construction  was 
executed  by  Westinghouse,  Church,  Kerr  &  Company, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Utah  Light  &  Railway  Com- 
pany officials,  Air.  O.  A.  Honnold,  electrical  engineer 
being  in  charge  of  the  work  for  them. 


EROSION  OF  SLOPES  OF  CULEBRA  CUT  AT 
PANAMA. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  to  sow  various 
kinds  of  grass  seeds  on  the  slopes  of  Culebra  Cut, 
with  a  view  to  reducing  erosion.  The  seed  has  arrived 
and  will  be  planted  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  H.  Pit- 
tier,  a  botanist  from  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

This  method  of  plant  growth  on  large  cuts  has 
proved  eminently  practical  in  various  American  en- 
gineering enterprises  in  the  prevention  of  erosion. 


CHARACTERISTICS  OF  TRANSMISSION  LINES 

In  a  paper  presented  at  the  Twenty-ei.qhth  An- 
nual Convention  of  the  American  Institute  of  Electri- 
cal Engineers,  held  at  Chicago,  June  26-30,  1911,  Har- 
old Pender  and  H.  F.  Thomson  presented  an  ingeni- 
ous series  of  practical  solutions  of  the  mechanical  and 
electrical  characteristics  of  transmission  lines. 

We  publish  herewith  the  charts  submitted  in  this 
paper  and  will  take  illustrations  of  such  a  simple  nature 
ir.  the  way  of  their  application,  we  hope  they  ma}'  be- 
come of  much  practical  service  with  minimum  effort 
employed. 

Before  proceeding  further  it  will  be  of  value  to  note 
the  assumption  made  in  arriving  at  the  equations  from 
which  the  charts  were  plotted.  The  treatment  natur- 
ally falls  under  two  headings  :  A — Mechanical  Char- 
acteristics ;  and  B — Electric  Characteristics. 

In  arriving  at  the  equations  for  the  mechanical 
characteristics  of  transmission  lines  the  discussion  was 
limited  to  the  consideration  of  the  characteristics  of  a 
perfectly  flexible  wire  suspended  from  two  fixed  points 
of  support.  Actual  wire  spans  closely  approximate  this 
condition,  particularly  when  the  successive  spans  are 
all  of  the  same  length,  whether  the  supporting  insu- 
lators be  of  the  pin  or  of  the  suspension  type.  In  the 
case  of  successive  spans  of  unequal  length  the  change 
in  tension  in  the  various  spans,  due  to  the  variation 
of  temperature  and  the  mechanical  load  on  the  wire, 
will  not  be  the  same  in  each  span,  and  consequently 
such  changes  v.ill  produce  a  resultant  force  on  the 
insulator,  causing  thereby  a  slight  deflection  of  the  top 
of  the  tower;  or  a  deflection  of  the  insulator  only,  if 
the  latter  is  of  the  suspension  type.  This  motion  of  the 
points  of  support  will  tend  to  equalize  the  tensions  in 
the  various  spans. 

In  the  design  of  a  wire  span  two  problems  must  be 
solved:  1.  At  what  tension  (or  sag)  must  the  wire 
be  strung  in  order  that  the  tension  in  the  span  may  not 
exceed  a  definite  limit  under  the  worst  conditions  of 
temperature  and  of  mechanical  loading  (due  to  ice  and 
wind)  ;  and  2.  What  will  be  the  maximum  vertical 
sag  of  the  wire  for  a  given  variation  in  loading  and 
temperature?  The  factors  which  enter  into  these  two 
problems  are  the  following: 

1.  The  length  of  the  span. 

2.  The  material  of  the  wire. 

3.  The  size  of  the  wire. 

4-.  The  co-efficient  of  linear  expansion  of  the 
wire.  For  copper  this  co-efificient  is  9.6  X  10''  and 
for  aluminum  12.8X10'^,  the  temperature  in  each  case 
]ieing  expressed  in  degrees  Fahrenheit. 

5.  The  modulus  of  elasticity  of  the  wire.  The 
modulus  of  elasticity  for  copper  or  aluminum  is  not 
strictly  a  constant,  but  may  be  assumed  as  such  as  a 
first  approximation.     For  copper  this  modulus  varies 

from  IZXIO*"  to  ISXIO'^  ,  depending  upon  the  quality 
of  the  wire  and  upon  whether  the  wire  is  stranded  or 
solid.  The  former  figure  is  generally  used  for  stranded 
copper  wires.  For  aluminum  wire,  which  is  always 
stranded  when  used  for  transmission  lines,  the  modu- 
lus is  equal  to  9X10''  .  The  modulus  M  is  equal  to  the 
increase  of  tension  (i^T)  in  pounds  per  square  inch 
required  to  produce  an  elongation  (AX)  of  a  given 
length  of  wire  (A.)  divided  by  the  ratio  of  the  elonga" 
tion  to  the  original  length,  i.  e. : 
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6.  The  maximum  tension  in  pounds  per  square 
inch  to  which  the  wire  should  be  subjected.  This  max- 
imum allowable  tension  is  usually  taken  at  one-half  the 
ultimate  tensile  strength  of  the  wire,  about  30,000  llj. 
per  sq.  in.  for  copper  and  13,000  lb.  per  sq.  in.  for 
aluminum. 

7.  The  maximum  external  load  to  which  the  wire 
may  be  subjected  due  to  the  collection  of  sleet  on  the 
wire  and  the  pressure  of  the  wind  against  it.  This,  of 
course,  will  depend  upon  climatic  conditions,  but  even 
for  a  given  section  of  the  country,  there  is  considerable 


muni  external  load  occurs.  Here  again  there  is  con- 
siderable difference  of  opinion,  even  for  given  climatic 
conditions.  The  Joint  Committee  on  Overhead  Line 
L'onstruction  recommends  the  assumption  of  a  mini- 
mum temperature  of  — 20°  Fahrenheit  for  lines  situated 
in  tlie  northern  part  <jf  this  country.  For  cross  coun- 
try spans  the  assumption  of  a  higher  temperature 
v/ould  seem  more  reasonable,  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
sleet  seldom  exists  on  a  wire  when  the  temperature  is 
much  below  freezing. 

9.  The  temperature  at  which  the  wire  is  to  be 
strung.  As  an  average  stringing  temperature  70°  Fah- 
renheit is  a  reasonable  assumption. 


ALL'MIKOl 


LOADING  CHART — NO.I 

i"Ice  No  Ice 


COPPER 


flee 


i"rce 


i"Ice 


Wind  Pressure  in  Pounds  per  Square  Foot 


dift'erence  of  opinion  as  to  what  should  be  assumed  as 
a  reasonable  external  load.  The  Joint  Committee  on 
Overhead  Line  Construction  has  recently  recom- 
mended that  the  maximum  loading  for  high  tension 
crossings  be  taken  as  that  due  to  an  ice  coating  0.5  in. 
thick  all  around  the  wire  plus  a  wind  pressure  of  8  lb. 
per  sq,  ft.  of  the  projected  area  of  this  ice  cylinder.  To 
meet  this  requirement  on  a  long  span,  especially  with 
aluminum  wire,  would  require  a  relatively  large  sag, 
from  30  to  100  ft.,  depending  on  the  length  of  span 
and  size  of  wire.  This  would  require  a  prohibitive 
height  of  tower,  at  least  for  level  country  work.  For 
cross  country  spans  it  would,  therefore,  seem  advisable 
to  assume  a  less  heavy  loading,  particularly  as  an  ice 
coating  of  0.5  in.  and  a  wind  velocity  of  60  miles  per  hr. 
(corresponding  approximately  to  8  lb.  wind  pressure) 
will  seldom,  if  ever,  exist  simultaneously. 

8.     The  minimum  temperature  at  which  the  maxi- 


10.  The  maximum  temperature  to  which  the  wire 
may  be  subjected.  For  lines  located  in  the  northern 
part  of  this  country  a  maximum  temperature  of  120° 
Fahrenheit  is  reasonable.  It  should  be  noted  that  the 
temperature  of  a  wire  exposed  to  the  sun  is  consider- 
ably higher  than  the  temperature  of  the  surrounding 
air. 

The  interrelation  of  these  various  quantities  in  the 
case  of  a  wire  suspended  from  two  fixed  points  of  sup- 
port were  considered  in  detail. 

The  total  force  on  a  span  of  wire  under  any  condi- 
tion of  mechanical  loading  consists  in  general  of  three 
components  :  1,  its  own  weight;  2,  the  weight  of  the  ice 
coating;  and  3,  the  force  acting  on  it  due  to  wind  pres- 
sure. It  is  usual  to  assume  that  the  wind  pressure  is 
horizontal,  although  it  may  have  a  considerable  verti- 
cal component,  particularly  if  the  span  is  parallel  to  the 
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base  of  a  steep  hill.  The  other  two  components  of  the 
resultant  force  on  the  wire  are  vertical. 

For  convenience  we  will  let  K  equal  the  ratio  of 
total  force  on  the  wire  to  weight  of  wire  under  these 
same  conditions.  The  values  of  this  ratio  K  for  the 
various  sizes  of  wire  between  1,000,000  circular  mils 
and  No.  6  B.  &  S.  gauge  for  both  copper  and  aluminum, 
for  rio  ice  and  for  ice  thicknesses  of  J4)  V^  and  %  in., 
and  for  wind  pressures  from  0  to  12  lb.  per  sq.  ft.,  are 
plotted  on  Chart  No.  1.  On  this  chart  is  also  given 
a  short  table  showing  the  relation  between  indicated 
wind  velocity  and  pressure  per  sq.  ft.  The  latter  is 
deduced  from  the  formula  given  b}^  H.  AV.  Buck  in  the 
Transactions  of  the  International  Electric  Congress, 
1904;  this  formula  is  that  the  wind  pressure  in  pounds 
per  sq.  ft.  of  projected  area  of  a  round  cylinder  of 
diameter  di  produced  by  an  actual  wind  velocit}'  of  V 
miles  per  hour  is  0.00021  V  d>. 

In  the  discussion  the  wind  pressure  is  assumed 
perpendicular  to  the  vertical  plane  through  the  two 
points  of  support  and  the  pressure  per  foot  of  wire  in 
the  direction  of  the  wind  will  be  assumed  constant  at 
all  points  irrespective  of  the  angle  between  the 
wire  and  the  direction  of  the  wind.  This  assumption 
is  not  strictly  realized  since  the  wire  near  the  points 
of  support  will  make  an  angle  of  less  than  90°  with 
the  direction  of  the  wind,  and  therefore  to  obtain  an 
exact  solution  the  wind  pressure  should  be  resolved 
into  its  two  components,  one  acting  in  the  direction  of, 
and  the  other  perpendicular  to,  the  wind.  Since  the 
angle  between  the  wire  and  the  direction  of  the 
wind  is  in  general  very  nearly  90°,  the  as- 
sumption that  the  wind  pressure  actually  exerted 
on  the  wire  is  equal  to  the  pressure  which  would 
be  exerted  were  the  wire  in  a  vertical  plane  normal  to 
the  wind  will  not  introduce  an  appreciable  error,  in 
comparison  with  the  variations  in  the  wind  pressure 
v,?hich  will  occur  due  to  the  actual  variation  in  wind 
velocity  at  different  parts  of  the  span. 

The  general  case  of  the  points  of  support  at  differ- 
ent elevations  is  also  considered,  and  the  wire  is  as- 
sumed to  lie  in  a  plane  through  the  two  points  of  sup- 
port parallel  to  the  direction  of  the  resultant  force. 
This  assumption  is  not  strictly  realized  when  there  ex- 
ists a  combination  of  wind  pressure  with  the  two 
points  of  support  at  different  elevations,  but  is  strictly 
true  in  all  cases  when  the  points  of  support  are  at  the 
same  elevation,  and  in  the  former  case  gives  a  solution 
as  nearly  correct  as  can  be  obtained  without  an  elab- 
orate analysis. 

When  a  given  amount  of  electric  power  is  trans- 
mitted over  a  transmission  line  to  a  substation  or  other 
receiver,  a  certain  amount  of  power  is  lost  in  the  hne. 
There  is  in  general  a  difference  in  the  voltage  between 
wires  at  the  two  ends  of  the  line,  and  the  power  factor 
at  the  sending  and  receiving  ends  will  be  different. 
The  power  loss,  voltage  loss,  and  change  in  power 
factor  in  general  depend  upon  the  following  factors : 

1.  The  amount  of  power  delivered. 

2.  The  voltage  at  which  the  power  is  delivered. 

3.  The  power  factor  at  the  receiving  end. 

4.  The  frequency  of  the  system. 

5.  The  kind  of  line — three-phase  or  single-phase. 

6.  The  length  of  the  line. 


7.  The  size  of  the  wires. 

8.  The  material  of  the  wires. 

9.  The  temperature  of  the  wires. 

10.     The  arrangement  of  the  wires  on  the  poles ; 
particularly  their  distance  apart. 

The  interrelation  of  these  various  factors  will  be 
considered  in  detail. 

For,  wires  of  the  size  ordinarily  used  in  practice 
and  for  any  frequency  up  to  60  cycles,  the  resistance 
of  a  solid  wire  per  unit  length  depends  solely  upon  the 
material  of  the  wire  and  its  cross  section.  A  stranded 
cable  has  a  slightly  greater  resistance  than  a  solid 
wire,  due  to  the  spiralling  of  the  individual  wires 
which  made  up  the  cable.  In  the  table  on  Chart  No.  3 
are  given  the  resistance  and  weight  per  mile  of  both 
copper  and  aluminum  for  the  various  sizes  between  a 
No.  16  and  1,000,000  circular  mils.  This  table  is  cal- 
culated for  a  temperature  of  20°  Centigrade  (^68" 
Fahrenheit),  assuming  a  temperature  co-efficient  of 
0.42  per  cent  per  degree  of  Centigrade  ;  the  conductivity 
of  copper  is  taken  as  98  per  cent  and  the  conductivity 
of  aluminum  as  62  per  cent  of  Matthiessen's  Standard ; 
and  the  resistance  and  the  weight  of  the  stranded  wires 
are  taken  one  per  cent  greater  than  for  solid  wire  of 
the  same  cross  section. 

The  reactance  of  a  wire  in  ohms  is  equal  to  2  tt  f  L 
XlO""',  where  f  is  the  frequency  and  L  the  self-induc- 
tion in  millihenries.  The  self-induction  of  a  round 
solid  wire  of  radius  a  inches  when  the  return  wire  is 
parallel  to  it  and  at  a  distance  D  inches  from  it 
(center  to  center)  is 
D 

L^O.7411  logi 1-0.0805  millihenries  per  mile. 

a 

This  formula  applies  also  when  the  return  circuit  con- 
sists of  two  wires  each  of  which  is  at  a  distance  D 
from  the  wire  in  question  ;  that  is,  the  above  formula 
gives  the  inductance  per  mile  of  each  wire  whether 
the  system  is  single-phase  or  three-phase,  provided  in 
the  latter  case  the  wires  are  arranged  symmetrically 
(i.  e..  form  the  three  edges  of  an  equilateral  prism). 
The  inductance  of  a  stranded  wire  is  practically  equal 
to  that  of  a  solid  wire  of  the  same  cross  section  of  con- 
ducting material ;  for  a  given  number  on  the  B.  &  S. 
gauge  or  for  a  given  area  in  circular  mils  the  inductance 
is  therefore  independent  of  whether  the  wire  is  solid 
or  stranded. 

The  value  of  the  inductance  per  mile  of  wire  for 
\'arious  sizes  of  wire  and  for  \arious  spacings  is  given 
nn  Chart  No.  3.  This  particular  form  of  chart  arises  from 
the   fact   that   the   inductance   depends  only   upon   the 

D 
rdtio  — ;   consequently   all   combinations   of  sizes   and 
a 

spacings  for  which  this  ratio  is  constant  give  the  same 
value  of  the  inductance.  The  reactance  for  both  25 
and  60  cycles  is  also  given  on  Chart  No.  3. 

The  capacity  susceptance  of  a  wire  in  ohms  is 
equal  to  2  ,r  f  CXlO"',  where  f  is  the  frequency  and  C 
the  capacity  in  microfarads  of  the  wire  to  neutral ;  the 
susceptance  of  a  wire  is  the  ratio  of  the  charging  cur- 
rent to  the  volts  to  neutral.  The  capacity  to  neutral 
of  a  round  wire  of  radius  a  inches  when  the  return  wire 
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is  parallel  to  it  and  at  a  distance  D  inches  from  it  (cen- 
ter to  center)  is 

^       0.03883 


D 

logic  — 

a 


D 


provided  —  is  greater  than   12  and  the  distance  from 

a 
the  wire  to  all  other  conductors  is  large  compared  with 
D.  This  formula  applies  also  when  the  return  con- 
ductor consists  of  two  wires  each  of  which  is  at  a  dis" 
tance  D  from  the  wire  in  question.  That  is,  the  above 
formula  gives  the  capacity  per  mile  of  each  wire 
whether  the  system  is  single  phase  or  three  phase,  pro- 
vided the  wires  are  at  a  great  distance,  compared  with 
D,  from  all  other  conductors  (i.  e.,  overhead  lines)  and 
provided  that  in  the  case  of  a  three-phase  system  the 
wires  are  arranged  symmetrically  (i.  e.,  from  the  three 
edges  of  an  equilateral  prism).  The  capacity  of  a 
stranded  wire  is  greater  than  that  of  a  solid  wire,  since 
its  radius  is  greater.  The  above  formula  is  not  strictly 
applicable  to  a  stranded  wire  since  the  latter  is  not 
round,  but  as  a  first  approximation  it  may  be  used. 

In  Chart  No.  3  is  given  the  capacity  of  the  various 
sizes  of  wire  on  various  ispacings.  In  calculating  the 
capacity  scale  the  diameter  of  the  wire  in  each  case  was 
taken  IS  per  cent  greater  than  the  diameter  of  a  solid 
wire  of  the  same  cross  section  ;  the  ratio  of  the  diameter 
of  a  stranded  wire  to  a  solid  wire  is  approximately  1.15. 
The  proper  correction  to  obtain  the  capacity  of  a  solid 
wire  is  indicated  on  the  chart.  The  chart  also  gives 
the  capacity  susceptance  at  25  and  60  cycles. 

The  leakage  current  between  wires  under  ordinary 
working  conditions  is  negligible.  The  leakage  need  be 
taken  into  account  only  in  the  case  the  voltage  is  suffi- 
ciently high  to  produce  the  so-called  "corona  effect." 
This  effect  appears  only  when  extra  high  voltages  are 
used  and  the  wires  are  comparatively  small. 

The  equations  plotted  upon  the  charts  are  accu- 
rate in  case  the  length  of  the  line  does  not  exceed  100 
miles  when  the  frequency  is  60  cycles,  or  200  miles 
when  the  frequency  is  25  cycles. 

Example. 
Given  a  three-phase  transmission  line,  60  cycles, 
No.  0000  B.  &  S.  wire,  6  ft,  apart,  100  miles  long,  volt- 
age at  receiving  end  of  line  60,000,  current  delivered 
100  amperes,  power  factor  of  receiving  circuit  0.95 
lagging.  The  modulus  of  elasticity  of  copper  used  is 
12X10°,  length  of  spans  between  towers  1500  ft.,  no 
wind  encountered,  thickness  of  ice  J^  in.,  maximum 
allowable  tension  of  wire  30,000  lb.  per  sq.  in.,  mini- 
mum temperature  — 10°  Fahrenheit,  stringing  temper- 
ature 70°  Fahrenheit.  Determine  all  the  transmission 
characteristics  of  this  system. 
A.  Determination  of  Mechanical  Characteristics. 
By  referring  to  Chart  No.  1  under  column  headed 
copper  Yi"  ice,  we  find  black  line  at  foot  of  chart  for  0 
wind  pressure.  Looking  vertically  upward  to  the  inter- 
section of  curve  marked  "0000,"  then  passing  horizon- 
tally to  the  right  of  chart,  we  read  1.99.  This  is  the 
ratio  of  the  total  force  upon  the  wire  under  these  condi- 


tions to  weight  of  wire.  Since  the  span  is  1500  ft.  in 
length  we  next  multiply  by  1.99  and  arrive  at  the  total 
force  upon  the  wire,  which  we  find  to  be  2980  lb.  Next 
we  determine  the  range  of  temperatures  our  span  will 
be  subjected  to,  which  in  this  case  is  seen  to  be  70-|-10, 
or  80°  in  all,  and  with  this  data  at  hand  we  proceed 
with  five  simple  operations  on  Chart  No.  2,  as  follows: 

1.  On  the  straight  edge  of  a  strip  of  paper 
mark  a  reference  point  A. 

2.  Place  the  edge  of  this  strip  along  the  tem- 
perature scale  which  is  to  be  found  in  the  lower 
left-hand  corner  of  Chart  No.  2  and  lay  ofif  above  A 
the  point  (B)  at  a  distance  t-to  from  A.  In  our 
illustration  t-to  is  equal  to  80°  and  copper  is  the 
material  used,  hence  employ  the  copper  tempera- 
ture scale. 

3.  With  A  and  B  marked  thus  on  the  straight 
edge  of  paper,  then  place  the  strip  along  the  or- 
dinate erected  at  To  on  the  tension  scale,  and 
make  the  point  A  coincide  with  the  curve  marked 
with  the  number  equal  to  Kol.  In  other  words, 
since  we  found  Kol  to  be  2980  lb.  in  our  illustration 
and  since  To  is  assumed  at  30,000  lb.  in  our  example, 
we  place  our  strip  upon  the  vertical  line  emanating 
from  30  on  the  copper  scale  at  the  lowest  diagonal 
line  on  Chart  No.  2,  being  careful  to  make  our 
point  A  coincide  as  nearly  as  possible  with  the 
curve  2980  or  very  nearly  upon  curve  3000. 

4.  Mark  on  the  strip  the  point  (C)  at  which 
the  heavy  straight  line  marked  with  the  value  of 
the  modulus  M  crosses  the  edge  of  the  strip.  In 
out  illustration  the  modulus  of  elasticity  was  as- 
sumed to  be  M=12X10'. 

5.  Slide  the  strip  toward  the  left,  keeping  the 
point  C  on  the  modulus  line  until  the  point  B  co- 
incides with  the  curve  marked  with  the  number 
equal  to  1  or  the  length  of  span,  which  is  1500  ft.  in 
our  illustration.  The  abscissa  of  the  corresponding 
point  on  this  curve  gives  the  tension  T  and  the 
ordinate  of  this  point  the  per  cent  deflection  p ;  the 

deflection  in  feet  is  then  D  = We  find  that 

100. 

the  operation  thus  described  leads  us  vertically 
above  point  marked  15.6  or  stringing  tension  of 
our  wire  is  15,600  lb.,  and  following  diagonal  line  to 
left  we  read  4.62  per  cent  deflection  for  (p).  Thus 
the  deflection  of  our  span  of  wire  of  1500  ft.  is 
found  to  be  69.4  ft. 

B.     Electric  Characteristics. 
Having  given  to  us  the  terminal  voltage  current, 
and  power  factor,  and  other  data  as  listed  in  our  exam- 
ple, we  proceed  with  Chart  No.  3  as  follows : 

Since  our  power  factor  is  0.95  lagging,  and  remem- 
bering that  the  power  factor  is  the  cosine  of  the  angle 
of  lag  or  lead,  we  consult  first  the  lower  scales  headed 
Trigonometric  Functions  and  opposite  point  on  cosine 
scale  numbered  0.95  we  read  0.328  on  the  tangent  scale 
and  18.°2  on  the  angle  scale.  Hence  the  tangent  of  the 
angle  of  lag  is  0.328  and  the  angle  itself  is  18.°2. 

The  resistance  of  No.  0000  copper  wire  per  mile 
of  transmission  is  easily  taken  from  the  table  of  resist- 
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ances  on  Chart  No.  3  and  is  found  to  be  0.267  ohms  per 
mile. 

To  determine  the  inductance,  capacity,  reactance, 
or  susceptance  for  any  size  wire  on  any  spacing,  find 
the  intersection  of  the  diagonal  line  marked  with  the 
given  size  of  wire  with  the  horizontal  line  marked 
with  the  given  number  of  feet  between  centers,  and 
read  vertically  above  this  point  on  the  proper  scale. 
Thus  since  our  wire  is  No.  0000  at  a  distance  of  6  feet 
from  its  return  wire  we  easily  find  the  inductance  is 
1.930  millihenries  per  mile;  the  capacity  0.01595  micro- 
farads per  mile ;  the  reactance  at  60  cycles  0.727  ohms 
per  mile;  the  susceptance  at  60  cycles  6.03  micromhs 
per  mile,  or  6.03X10"°  mhs.  per  mile.   Since  the  equiva- 


lent impedance  (Z)  of  receiver  per  mile  of  line= — 7= — 

fcr  three-phase  line,  we  have  Z  =  3.46  in  our  illustra- 
tion. Since  the  tangent  of  the  angle  whose  cosine  rep- 
resents the  line-power  factor  is  the  reactance,  divided 
by  the  resistance  per  mile  of  each  wire,  we  have  in  our 
illustration  2.62  as  the  tangent  of  this  angle,  which  rep- 
resents an  angle  of  69.°8,  the  cosine  of  which  is  0.344 
Since  the  tangent  in  this  case  is  greater  than  1,  it  is 
well  to  reverse  the  process  and  divide  resistance  by  re- 
actance, obtaining  0.367.  Looking  at  the  cotangent 
scale  of  Trigonometric  Functions  plotted  on  Chart  No. 
3  we  find  similarly  69.°8  as  our  angle  and  0.344  as  its 
cosine. 

Our  problem  now  divides  itself  according  as  to 
whether  we  shall  neglect  capacity  effect  or  take  it  into 
consideration. 

Regulation,  Power  Loss  and  Power  Factor. 

Let  I  =  length  of  each  wire  in  miles. 

E  =  volts  between  wires  at  receiving  end. 
I  =  amperes  per  wire  delivered  to  receiver, 
k  =  power-factor  or  receiver  as  a  decimal  frac- 
tion. 

^=  cos"*  k  =  power   factor   angle  of  receiver 
(positive  for  lagging  current'i. 

Z  =  equivalent  impedance  of  receiver  per  mile 
of  line. 

E  .  E  . 

for  three-phase  line,  =  ;rT7forsin- 


V3I  I 


2  n 


gle-phase  line. 

r  ^  resistance  per  mile  of  each  wire  in  ohms 
(see  Line  Constant  Chart). 

X  =  reactance  per  mile  of  each  wire  in  ohms 
(see  Line  Constant  Chart). 

X  r 

e  =  tan'*  —  ^  cot"*  —  (see  scale  for  Trigonom- 
r  X         etric  Functions). 

b  =  capacity  susceptance  per  mile  of  each  wire 
in  ohms  (see  Line  Constant  Chart). 

To  find  q  =  power  loss  as  a  percentage  of  power  deliv- 
ered. 

p  =  volts  lost  in  line  as  a  percentage  of  volts 
delivered. 

k"  =  power-factor  of  sending  end  of  line. 


I.     q- 
tration. 


A.     Capacity  Neglected. 

lOOr       100X0.267 

= =  8.13%    in    our   illus- 

z  k        3.46X0.95 


lOOr         100  X  0.267 


.22.4% 


Z  cos  e     3.46  X  0.344 

and  the  difiference  betwen  the  line  power-factor  angle 
and  the  load  power-factor  angle  is  the  difiference  be- 
tween 69.°8  and  18.°2,  or  51. "6.  Finally  p  or  volts  lost 
in  line  as  a  percentage  of  volts  delivered  is  found  from 
Chart  No.  4.  It  is  the  ordinate  of  the  point  which  is  on 
the  curve  marked  with  the  number  equal  to  the  numer 
ical  value  of  the  difiference  of  the  angles  or  51.6  in  this 
case,  and  which  has  the  abscissa  equal  to  22.4,  or  d, 
as  given  above.  By  referring  to  the  chart  we  find 
p=-15.4%. 

3.  Hence  the  power-factor  &  of  the  sending  end 
of  the  line  is  found  by  simple  substitution  in  the 
equation 


100 -fq 

ko  = —  k  ■ 

100 +  p 


100  +  8.13 


100+15.4 


X  0.95  =89.0%. 


B.     Line  Capacity  Taken  Into  Account. 

1.  Calculate  q  and  p  as  above,  neglecting  capacity. 
We  have  already  found  these  values  to  be  q^8.13% 
and  p=15.4%.  Then  true  per  cent  power  loss  is 
q'  =  q  —  100  b  r  r  tan  <f> 

=  8.13— (100X6.03  X10"6X  0.267  X  (100)  2  X  0.328) 
=  8.13  —  0.53  =  7.60%. 

2.  To  find  the  true  per  cent  drop  p'  measure  down 
from  the  point  corresponding  to  p  on  the  ordinate  scale 
a  distance  equal  to  b  T  measured  on  the  "capacity"  cor- 
rection scale,  bf  =  6.03  X  lO""  X  (100)  '  =  0.0603.  Li 
performing  this  operation  we  find  p'^12.7%,  which 
is  then  the  true  per  cent  voltage  drop. 

3.  To  find  the  current  at  sending  end  of  line  calcu- 
late the  quantity  d'  =  100  b  z  f 

=  100  X  3.46  X  0.0603  =  20.9%. 
Then  find  on  the  curve  marked  with  the  number  equal 
to  90°  +  (^  or  in  our  case  108.2,  the  point  which  has  the 
abscissa  d',  and  measure  vertically  downward  from  this 
point  a  distance  equal  to  b  T  on  the  "Capacity  Correc- 
tion Scale."  In  other  words,  measure  down  a  distance 
equal  to  0.0603  on  this  scale.  The  resultant  ordinate  p,- 
ir-  the  per  cent  excess  of  the  current  of  the  sending  end 
la  over  the  receiver  current  and  in  our  case  is  equal  to 
— 7.9%.     Hence  the  sending  current  is 

100+ Pi 
Io= I 


100 


100—7.9 


or  lo 


100 


X  100  =  92.1  amperes. 


k;: 


4.     The  power-factor  at  the  sending  end  is 
100(100+q*)K        100(100+7. 60)  X  0.95 


'(100+pi)(100+pi)" 


92.1X113.6 


=97.7%. 
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TRANSMISSION  SYSTEM  OF  THE  GREAT 
FALLS  POWER  COMPANY.' 

BY    M.    HIBGEN. 

The  Great  Falls  Power  Company  is  at  present 
operating  a  total  of  282  miles  of  transmission  line  at 
100,000  volts.  The  principal  transmission  is  from 
Great  Falls  to  Butte,  Montana,  a  distance  of  130  miles. 
Over  this  distance  two  separate,  single-circuit,  tower 
lines  are  used,  a  single  line  being  extended  from  Butte 
to  Anaconda,  a  distance  of  22  miles. 

All  transformers  connected  to  the  system  are  delta 
connected,  this  form  of  connection  being  very  satis- 
factory in  every  way. 

Above  the  transmission  wires  are  located  two 
ground  wires  consisting  of  ^-in.  seven-wire,  Siemens 
Martin  steel  strand,  galvanized.  These  ground  wires 
are  clamped  to  the  steel  towers  and  are  thus  grounded 
at  every  tower  through  the  tower  legs.  The  tower 
legs  extend  six  feet  into  the  earth,  and  terminate  in 
flat  steel  feet,  which  act  as  ground  plates.  No  addi- 
tional ground  is  provided. 

The  standard  span  for  level  country  is  600  ft.  In 
hilly  country,  however,  there  is  no  regularity  in  the  ' 
length  of  the  spans,  and  spans  of  from  1000  to  2000  ft. 
are  common,  no  special  construction  being  employed 
except  to  side  guy  the  towers.  The  conductors  are 
spaced  10  ft.  4  in.,  and  all  three  conductors  lie  in  a 
horizontal  plane  with  no  transpositions  whatever.  The 
conductor  is  No.  0  B.  &  S.  gauge,  six-wire,  hard  drawn 
copper  strand  with  hemp  center.  The  normal  clear- 
ance of  wires  from  the  earth  is  29  ft. 

The  longest  span  in  the  line  is  3034  ft.,  and  occurs 
at  the  crossing  of  the  Missouri  River.  In  this  span 
^-in.,  Siemens  Martin  steel  strand  is  substituted  for 
the  copper  conductors,  and  a  spacing  of  20  ft.  between 
wires  is  employed,  two'  conductors  only  being  sup- 
ported by  each  tower.  Standard  towers  and  insulators 
were  used,  the  insulators   being  doubled. 

During  the  summer  severe  lightning  storms  are 
frequent  in  the  vicinity  of  the  line,  and  several  of  these 
have  occurred  since  the  line  was  put  in  commission  at 
100,000  volts  but  as  yet  no  shut-downs  have  been  occa- 
sioned by  lightning  and  only  mild  discharges  have 
taken  place  over  the  lightning  arresters.  It  is  believed 
that  the  overhead  ground  wires  are  largely  responsible 
for  this  immunity  from  lightning. 

The  charging  current  of  130  miles  of  single  line  at 
60  cycles  and  100,000  volts  at  the  generating  end  is 
39  amperes  per  wire  or  0.3  ampere  per  mile.  This  cur- 
rent was  measured  directly  with  a  high  voltage  am- 
meter, and  checks  closely  with  the  calculated  charg- 
ing current. 

The  insulators  used  are  of  the  suspension  type 
and  consist  of  six  units,  10  in.  in  diameter,  with  the 
under  side  of  each  unit  corrugated.  The  caps  and 
pins  are  cemented  to  the  porcelain  with  Portland  ce- 
ment. The  insulators  have  an  ultimate  strength  of 
approximately  10,000  lb.  and  will  flash  over  wet  at 
somewhat  over  300,000  volts.  Up  to  the  present  time 
there  has  not  been  a  single  insulator  failure,  either 
mechanical  or  electrical. 


'Paper  presented  at  the  2Sth  Annual  Convention  of  the 
American  Institute  of  Electrical  Engineers,  Chicago,  111.,  June 
26-30,   1911. 


It  is  true  that  shortly  after  the  line  was  erected 
an  insulator  was  shot  in  two  by  a  high  powered  rifle, 
the  bullet  cutting  a  deep  groove  in  the  forged  steel 
pin,  cutting  in  two  the  clevis  ears  and  destroying 
the  porcelain  of  one  unit.  This,  however,  could  hardly 
be  classed  as  a  failure. 

No  difficulty  has  been  experienced  with  the  insu- 
lators swinging  in  the  wind.  With  a  60-mile  wind 
blowing  at  right  angles  to  the  line  it  is  believed  that  the 
insulators  will  swing  side-ways  and  stand  at  an  angle 
of  approximately  40  deg.  with  the  vertical.  The  maxi- 
mum deflection  observed  so  far,  however,  has  not  been 
over  30  deg.  A  considerable  deflection  has  been 
noticed  in  insulators  which  are  located  between  a  long 
span  and  a  short  span  due  to  changes  in  temperature. 
The  tension  in  a  short  span  varies  more  with  changes 
in  temperature  than  does  the  tension  in  a  long  span, 
consequently  during  cold  weather  the  insulators  deflect 
along  the  line  toward  the  short  span  while  in  hot 
weather  the  deflection  is  in  the  opposite  direction. 
This  action  deserves  considerable  attention,  and  to  ac- 
commodate the  different  positions  of  the  insulator 
at  different  times  of  the  year  a  wire  clamp  should  be 
employed  with  a  long  bearing  surface  on  the  wire  and 
a  relatively  short  distance  between  the  wire  and  the 
hinged  point  which  supports  the  clamp.  This  form 
•  of  clamp  is  desirable  to  prevent  a  sharp  bend  in  the 
wire  when  the  insulator  stands  at  either  extreme  of  its 
swing. 

The  line  is  controlled  at  each  end  by  100,000-volt 
oil  switches,  solenoid  operated,  having  a  double  ver- 
tical break.  The  switches  are  top  connected  through 
oil  filled  bushings.  These  switches  have  been  entirely 
satisfactory  and  have  readily  broken  the  short  circuit 
current  supplied  by  the  21,000  kilowatt  plant  feeding 
the  lines.  To  sectionalize  the  line  out-door,  double  air 
break  switches  are  used  of  the  three-pole,  revolving 
arm  type.  The  switch  blades  and  jaws  are  mounted 
upon  pedestal  insulators  made  up  of  six  insulator  units 
in  series  very  similar  to  the  regular  suspension  insu- 
lators except  that  the  cap  of  one  unit  is  extended  up- 
ward to  form  the  pin  of  the  next,  thus  making  the  in- 
sulators as  a  whole  rigid.  These  switches  have  not  as 
yet  been  used  to  break  any  charging  current  but  from 
the  standpoint  of  good  insulation  and  mechanical 
strength  and  ease  of  operation,  they  have  been  very 
satisfactory. 

The  charging  current  of  the  line  is  at  present  en- 
tirely supplied  by  the  main  generating  plant,  which 
has  a  total  capacity  of  21,000  kw.,  divided  into  six  gen- 
erating units  of  3500  kw.  each. 

The  output  of  two  generating  units  is  utilized  near 
the  generating  plant,  consequentl}^  there  are  at  present 
installed  only  four  banks  of  100,000-volt  step-up  trans- 
formers, each  bank  having  a  capacity  of  3,600  kw.  The 
charging  current  one  line  is  well  above  the  normal 
rated  capacity  of  one  generating  unit.  It  has  been 
found,  however,  that  one  generating  unit  and  bank 
of  transformers  can  readily  supply  the  charging  cur- 
rent of  one  line  for  a  short  time. 

The  plant  is  now  fully  loaded  with  an  induction 
motor  load  and  the  lagging  current  taken  by  the  in- 
duction motors  so  nearly  balances  the  charging  cur- 
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rent  of  the  line  that  the  power  factor  at  the  generating 
plant  averages  99  per  cent. 

There  are  in.stalled  in  Butte  three  1200-h.p.  syn- 
chronou.s  motors  direct  connected  to  air  compressors. 
These  are  not  yet  connected  to  the  line  but  will  be 
in  a  short  time,  and  it  is  expected  that  they  will  aid 
slightly  in  regulating  the  voltage  at  Butte. 

The  lOO.boO-volt  oi'tlets  at  the  Rainbow  Plant  and 
at  the  Butte  substation,  as  well  as  the  switching  station 
at  the  middle  of  the  line,  are  through  the  roofs  of 
the  buildings.  Oil  filled  porcelain  bushings  are  used, 
and  these  have  proved  entirely  satisfactory.  All  trans- 
former bushings  and  switch  bushings  are  oil  filled  and 
as  yet  have  caused  no  trouble. 

Electrolytic  lightning  arresters  are  used  at  both 
ends  of  the  line  and  in  the  middle,  the  latter  being 
installed  in  the  switching  station.  These  arresters 
have  discharged  during  lightning  storms,  and  usually 
discharge  when  any  high  tension  switching  is  done. 

The  oiiginal  pedestal  insulators  upon  which  the 
horn  gaps  for  these  arresters  were  mounted  proved 
weak  mechanically.  Two  insulators  broke  ofif  at  the 
bottom  connection  without  apparent  cause.  These  have 
since  been  replaced  with  the  type  of  insulator  used  on 
the  line-sectonalizing  switches  and  no  further  trouble 
has  been  experienced. 

The  line  has  successfully  withstood  winds  esti- 
mated at  60  miles  per  hour,  and  has  been  through  one 
sleet  storm  where  sleet  formed  on  the  wires  "to  a 
diameter  of  six  inches,"  as  reported  by  one  patrolman. 
This,  however,  was  doubtless  an  exaggeration. 

When  the  line  was  first  put  in  commission  corona 
was  plainly  visible  on  every  live  part  of  the  system. 
The  corona  gradually  became  less  until  after  about 
three  weeks  no  corona  at  all  was  visible  except  in  a 
few  places  in  the  stations,  such  as  the  points  of  switch 
blades  and  other  sharp  projections.  It  is  believed  that 
this  corona  formed  on  small  points  or  other  rough- 
nesses caused  by  the  rough  handling  of  the  wire  and 
that  these  have  gradually  worn  off  or  burned  off. 

A  private  telephone  line  parallels  the  transmission 
line  from  Great  Falls  to  Butte.  This  line  is  erected  on 
wooden  poles  and  runs  midway  between  the  two  tower 
lines  at  a  distance  of  30  ft.  from  each.  There  was  con- 
siderable static  and  much  noise  on  this  line  when  first 
put  into  operation.  Reactance  coils  bridged  across 
the  line  with  their  middle  points  grounded  were  in- 
stalled at  each  end  of  the  line  and  in  the  middle,  and 
these  reduced  the  induced  voltage  to  about  50  volts 
between  wires  and  ground,  and  did  away  almost  alto- 
gether with  the  noise.  The  line  now  gives  excellent 
service,  and  is  easier  to  talk  over  than  the  lines  of  the 
Bell  Company. 

At  no  load  there  is  a  rise  in  voltage  on  the  line  of 
3..S  per  cent.  With  a  load  of  15,000  kw.  at  85  per  cent 
power  factor  on  the  two  lines  the  drop  in  voltage  is 
7  per  cent.  With  all  this  load  on  one  line  the  drop 
in  voltage  is  17.5  per  cent.  Taps  are  provided  on  the 
high-tension  winding  of  the  step-up  and  step-down 
transformers,  and  the  step-down  transformers  are  con- 
nected on  a  10  per  cent  lower  tap  than  are  the  step-up 
transformers  thus  compensating  for  a  drop  of  10  per 
cent.  When  it  is  necessary  to  carry  the  full  load  on 
one  line  the  generating  plant  raises  its  voltage  10.5  per 


cent  to  take  care  of  the  additional  drop. 

The  switching  station,  which  has  been  referred  to, 
will  pr()\'ide  a  cross-over  in  the  middle  of  the  line  so 
that  it  will  be  necessary  to  cut  out  only  half  of  one 
line  in  case  of  accident.  This  will  considerably  im- 
prove the  regulation  of  the  line  as  a  whole. 

The  towers  have  four  legs  and  a  single  horizontal 
cross  arm.  The  wires  are  supported  at  the  two  ends 
and  in  the  middle  of  the  cross  arm  and  hang  40  ft. 
from  the  ground  at  the  tower.  The  cross  arm  is  sup- 
ported at  two  points,  each  midway  between  the  mid- 
dle wire  and  the  outside  wire.  The  two  ground  wires 
are  supported  above  the  cross  arm  near  its  points 
of  support. 

The  tower  is  composed  entirely  of  angles  and  flats, 
all  connections  being  by  means  of  bolts.  The  cross 
arm  is  made  of  two  4-in.  channels  placed  back  to  back 
and  separated  in  the  middle.  The  tower  is  erected  on 
four  angle  iron  stubs  set  six  feet  in  the  ground,  the 
bottoms  of  these  stubs  terminating  in  flat  feet  made  of 
short  pieces  of  channel  section  having  an  area  of  144 
.  sq.  in.  each.     All  parts  of  the  tower  are  galvanized. 

The  system  has  been  operating  at  100,000  volts  for 
six  months  and  nothing  has  developed  as  yet  to  indi- 
cate that  the  operation  of  a  100,000-volt  system  is  any 
more  difficult  than  the  operation  of  a  50,000-volt  sys- 
tem. On  the  other  hand,  it  is  believed  that  the  extra 
high  insulation  provided  for  this  voltage  prevents  many 
break  downs,  due  to,  lightning  and  surges,  which  would 
occur  on  a  system  operating  at  50,000  or  60,000  volts 
with  insulators  designed  for  a  factor  of  safety  of  two 
or  three,  as  is  common  with  such  systems. 

After  all,  the  normal  voltage  of  a  long  transmis- 
sion system  has  little  to  do  with  the  voltage  which 
must  be  insulated  against.  It  is  the  abnormal  voltages, 
caused  by  lightning,  switching  and  accidental  grounds, 
which  really  test  the  insulation  of  a  system  such  as  this. 


CHINESE  IRRIGATION  PUMPS. 

Machines  for  raising  water  for  irrigating  purposes 
are  constructed  entirely  of  wood,  long  chains  of  paddles 
running  from  the  stream  to  a  wooden  shaft  whose 
wooden  cogs  fit  into  others  on  a  wooden  wheel  on 
shore.  This  wheel  is  turned  by  a  water  buffalo,  which 
blindfolded  to  prevent  dizziness,  plods  in  slow  circles, 
supplying  the  power  that  brings  the  needed  current  to 
the  level  of  the  fields.  This  machine  and  the  buffalo 
are  the  most  important  possessions  of  the  farmer  in 
China ;  the  latter  has  probably  been  bred  on  the  prem- 
ises and  the  former  constructed  by  the  village  machin- 
ist at  small  cost,  so  that  little  coin  value  is  represented. 

On  farms  too  small  for  the  buffalo  and  wheel  it  is 
usual  to  see  two  men  with  a  scoop  of  closely  woven 
bamboo,  swung  between  them  on  a  rope  of  the  same 
material,  keep  a  stream  of  water  moving  from  one 
level  to  another  for  10  minutes  at  a  time,  resuming  oper- 
ations after  a  short  rest  of  about  5  minutes.  It  is  said 
that  these  men  raise  not  less  than  1500  gallons  of  water 
per  hour. 

Besides  turning  the  irrigator,  the  buffalo  also  turns 
the  stone  to  grind  rice  into  flour,  pulls  the  plow,  and,  if 
female,  supplies  milk  to  the  family.  This  animal  is 
both  horse  and  cow  to  the  local  farm. 
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SOME  UNEXPLORED  FIELDS  IN  ELECTRICAL 
ENGINEERING.' 

BY    DR.    C.    P.   STBINMETZ. 

In  discussing  the  subject  of  the  unexplored  fiehls 
of  electrical  engineering,  we  must  consider  as  belong- 
ing to  the  realm  of  the  electrical  engineer,  all  those 
phenomena  of  electricity  that  are  of  importance  to 
man ;  those  which  are  beneficial  and  useful,  and  util- 
ized in  doing  the  work  of  the  world,  and  also  those  phe- 
nomena which  are  harmful  and  destructive,  and  there- 
fore to  be  guarded  against. 

In  some  fields  of  electrical  engineering  or  of  elec- 
trical science  we  might  almost  say  that  we  know  less 
now  than  we  knew,  or  rather  believed  we  knew,  a 
quarter  of  a  century  ago.  There  are  things  which  had 
been  investigated  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago  and  which 
were  explained  in  a  satisfactory  manner  to  our  lim- 
ited knowledge  in  the  early  days,  but  this  explanation 
does  not  seem  satisfactory  now  with  our  greater 
knowledge. 

A  curious  example  we  might  cite  from  the  text- 
books on  natural  history,  for  instance.  There  are  sup- 
posed to  be  some  fishes  which  are  capable  of  giving 
electric  shocks.  There  are  some  species  of  gymnotus 
in  the  South  American  mud  creeks  capable  of  impart- 
ing electric  shocks,  which  have  been  described  a  num- 
ber of  times,  fishes  which  have  an  organ  which  gener- 
ates electricity.  It  has  been  described  as  being  con- 
stituted like  a  Volta-pile,  of  a  number  of  successive 
cells.  That  theory  was  quite  acceptable  twenty-five 
j^ears  ago,  but  is  not  satisfactory  now.  To  give  a  severe 
shock  would  require  about  500  to  1000  volts,  and  it  is 
not  intelligible  how  such  voltage  could  be  generated 
in  the  conducting  animal  tissue  without  being  short 
circuited.  Furthermore,  the  fish  is  immersed  in  water, 
which  is  a  fair  conductor,  especially  sea  water,  and  500 
volts  or  more  would  produce  hundreds  of  amperes  in 
the  surrounding  water,  representing  hundreds  of  kilo- 
watts, and  it  is  not  intelligible  how  such  a  large  power 
could  be  generated  even  momentarily.  Thus  here  we 
have  a  mystery,  because,  after  all,  the  descriptions 
liave  been  so  concise  that  it  is  difficult  to  doubt  that 
there  are  fishes  which  can  give  electric  shocks.  Just 
why  that  phenomena  has  not  been  investigated  by  elec- 
trical engineers,  we  do  not  know,  especially  when  con- 
sidering that  one  of  the  electric  fishes,  raja  torpedo, 
lives  in  the  Mediterranean  and  is  frequently  caught 
on  the  Italian  shores,  as  claimed,  thus  is  within  easy 
reach  of  engineers. 

But  we  do  not  need  to  go  so  far  from  home ;  right 
at  hand  we  have  some  of  the  most  important  uninves- 
tigated phenomena  of  electricity.  The  thunderstorm, 
the  lightning,  and  so  forth.  In  the  early  days  light- 
ning was  explained  as  the  discharge  of  the  clouds.  The 
clouds  are  positively  charged,  and  the  ground  is  nega- 
tively charged,  and  the  spark  jumps  from  the  cloud  to 
the  ground.  Speculations  were  made  as  to  how  the 
clouds  became  charged,  and  as  then  the  only  method 
of  producing  electricity  was  by  friction,  it  was  said 
it  might  be  the  friction  of  the  vapor  through  the  air, 
or  the  rain  drops  through  the  air,  or  some  other  form  of 

'Abstract  of  paper  presented  at  the  joint  meeting  of  tl.'e 
Electrical  Section  of  the  Franklin  Institute,  Philadelphia,  and 
the  Philadelphia  Section  of  the  American  Institute  of  Electrical 
Engineers,  and  printed  in  the  June  number  of  the  Journal  of 
the   Franklin   Institute. 


friction.  That  explanation  used  to  appear  satisfactory, 
but  with  our  present  knowledge  (jf  dielectric  phenom- 
ena, it  is  not  satisfactory  any  more. 

It  was  thought  that  lightning  was  the  discharge 
from  the  cloud  to  the  ground.  That  means  that  the 
electric  field  between  the  cloud  and  the  ground  must 
be  beyond  the  breakdown  strength  of  air.  in  a  uni- 
form field  the  breakdown  strength  of  air  is  about 
75,000  volts  per  inch,  or  nearly  a  million  volts  per  foot. 
Even  if  the  cloud  is  only  1000  feet  above  ground,  this 
would  require  a  thousand  million  volts.  If  there  were 
an  electrostatic  field  between  the  cloud  and  the  ground 
of  a  thousand  million  volts  extending  over  the  whole 
area  of  the  thunder  cloud,  this  would  represent  such  an 
immense  amount  of  electric  energy  that  it  is  incon- 
ceivable how  any  reasonable  source  of  energy  can  pro- 
duce it ;  how  it  can  exist  without  having  a  destructive 
eiifect  far  beyond  anything  known  of  lightning.  Fur- 
thermore, a  uniform  field  cannot  well  exist  between 
clouds  and  ground,  on  account  of  the  unevenness  of 
the  ground  surface. 

We  cannot  consider  the  lightning  discharge  as  a 
simple  electric  rupture  in  the  same  way  that  an  over- 
loaded beam  may  break  mechanically,  but  as  an  equal- 
ization of  internal  stresses,  about  as  a  piece  of  hot 
glass  that  is  rapidly  chilled,  and  thereby  full  of  in- 
ternal compression  and  tension  strains  may  suddenly 
break  all  over  by  the  internal  stresses.  So  with  our 
present  knowledge  we  must  consider  as  the  most  prob- 
able explanation — although  not  certain  by  any  means — 
that  the  lightning  discharge  is  the  phenomenon  of  the 
equalization  of  internal  electric  stresses  in  the  cloud, 
and  is  analagous  to  the  splintering  or  breaking  of  an 
unevenly  stressed  brittle  material,  like  glass. 

Lightning  discharges  are  the  result  of  the  voltage 
inequalities  produced  in  the  clouds  bj'  the  unequal  rate 
of  conglomeration  of  rain  particles  due  to  the  unequal 
cloud  density. 

In  agreement  with  this  is  that  heavy  lightning 
strokes  are  usually  followed  by  a  heavy  downpour 
of  rain ;  in  reality  they  are  preceded  and  caused  by  it, 
but  it  takes  time  for  the  rain  drops  to  come  down. 

The  lightning  rod  is  a  great  protection,  and  I 
would  not  like  to  be  in  an  exposed  place  without  such 
protection.  But  you  must  not  expect  that  one  rod  on 
one  end  of  the  building  will  completely  protect  the 
other  end  a  hundred  or  more  feet  away.  There  must  be 
sufficient  rods  to  extend  their  protective  zone  over  the 
entire  area;  the  apex  of  the  roof,  and  other  projecting 
edges  must  be  protected  by  connecting  wires,  etc. 
That  is,  like  any  other  apparatus,  the  lightning  rod 
protection  must  be  installed  intelligently  and  properly 
to  be  effective.  But  the  general  principle  is  correct, 
only  it  must  be  rationally  applied. 

We  now  find  that  in  the  study  of  electrostatics  the 
conceptions  of  the  work  of  former  days  is  untenable, 
from  our  present  point  of  view ;  we  cannot  conceive 
of  the  dielectric  phenomena  as  a  charge  on  the  con- 
ductor surface ;  we  know  there  is  not  an  electric  charge 
on  the  conductor,  the  dielectric  energy  resides  not  on 
the  conductor  surface,  but  is  in  the  space  around  the 
conductor  in  a  dielectric  field,  and  the  so-called 
"charge"  is  nothing  but  the  termination  at  the  con- 
ductor surface  of  the  electrostatic  field  in  space. 
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Although  we  have  formed  decided  views  regard- 
ing  the   proper   location    for   the   big   Panama-Pacific 
Fair,  we  are  inclined  to  allow  the 
Exposition  proper    persons,     acting    in     their 

Site  public  -  spirited     manner,     decide 

this  important  question.  The  Fair 
Commissioners  are  eminently  qualified  to  make  the  se- 
lection best  suited  to  the  requirements  of  this  great 
project  and  when  the  site  is  chosen  let  everyone  forget 
the  discussion  and  differences  that  have  arisen  and 
become  boosters  for  the  greatest  exposition  ever  under- 
taken. Exploitation  of  all  Pacific  resources  should  be 
the  password.  Above  all,  however,  we  are  most  in- 
terested in  the  especial  exploitation  of  Western  power 
developments  and  there  should  be  such  an  electrical 
display  put  forth  that  the  whole  world  will  ever  carry 
in  mind  this  dazzling  picture  of  supremacy. 


Transmission 

Line 

Charts 


The  cumbersome  and  intricate  formulas  necessary 
in  the  study  of  alternating  current  phenomena  have 
either  led  many  engineers  to  other 
fields  of  research  or  limited  them  in 
a  proportionate  advance  in  this 
branch  of  the  profession.  To  com- 
pletely analyze  a  transmission  system  under  given  con- 
ditions at  the  receiving  end  is  a  problem  requiring  the 
utmost  skill  and  care  in  computation.  A  signal  ad- 
vance was  made  in  the  profession  when  Harold  Pender 
and  H.  F.  Thompson  worked  out  the  equations  from 
which  the  charts  presented  in  this  issue  were  drawn. 

There  are  many  engineers  who  are  not  given  to 
reasoning  in  symbols.  Give  them  charts  so  they  can 
readily  work  out  concrete  examples  and  thus  study  the 
relationship  from  this  point  of  view  and  they  are  quite 
at  home.  Many  of  our  most  practical  men  are  of  this 
type.  It  may  develop  that  for  many  cases  these  charts 
ciinnot  be  read  to  a  sufficient  degree  of  accuracy  to  use 
in  practice.  Should  this  prove  to  be  the  case  they  will 
nevertheless  be  of  inestimable  value  in  checking  up 
m.any  kinds  of  computation  in  transmission  line  data. 
Hitherto  there  has  been  nothing  to  serve  as  a  check 
in   this   work. 


The  question  of  a  proper  valuation  of  property  in 
case  of  condemnation  proceedings  at  court  is  difficult 

New  Method  f.  f.f°''-     ^^  ^he   day  set  for 

I        ,  trial   it  IS   usual  to  see  each  side 

.  .  marshalling  its   forces  in  prepara- 

Appraisement  ^j^^^  ^^^  ^^^  conflict.  Each  side  in- 
troduces its  set  of  expert  witnesses  who  swear  to  the 
merits  of  their  respective  contention,  although  there 
is  but  one  proper  value.  Sales  of  real  estate  in  the 
vicinity  are  a  great  aid  in  arriving  at  a  value  and  yet 
it  is  often  the  case  that  no  sales  have  been  recent 
enough  to  be  acceptable.  To  get  unbiased  expert  wit- 
nesses to  establish  the  proper  value  is  most  difficult. 
In  the  current  issue  of  Engineering  and  Contract- 
ing, the  editor,  H.  P.  Gillettte,  well-known  as  an 
expert  on  "cost  data,"  has  set  forth  a  meritorious 
method  which  should  command  the  respectful  consid- 
eration of  all  interested  in  valuations.  The  author  calls 
it  "Capitalized  Rental  Method."  The  necessary  steps 
in  arriving  at  land  values  by  this  system  are  five  in 
number.      First    determine    the    rental    paid    for    real 


July   15,   1911.] 


JOURNAL    OF    ELECTRICITY,    POWER    AND    GAS 


59 


estate  contiguous  to  and  similar  to  the  property  to  be 
appraised.  Second,  estimate  the  cost  of  the  buildings 
on  the  land  whose  rental  price  is  known.  Third,  esti- 
mate the  fair  annual  rental  for  the  capital  invested  in 
the  buildings  alone,  and  to  this  add  insurance,  taxes 
and  annual  depreciation  of  buildings.  Fourth,  deduct 
this  total  from  the  total  rent  received  for  the  land  and 
buildings,  and  the  balance  will  be  the  land  rent  and 
the  amount  thus  ascertained  is  the  value  of  the  land. 

This  suggestion  adds  much  toward  a  proper  deter- 
mination of  appraisement  for  particular  prices  of  land 
and  especially  is  it  useful  in  well-established  localities 
in  cities.  It  seems,  however,  almost  impossible  in 
many  of  the  newer  localities  of  the  West  to  use  any 
particular  rule  or  method.  A  favorite  scheme  used  by 
witnesses  for  the  defendant  in  a  case  of  considerable 
local  interest  near  Missoula,  Montana,  son^'C  three 
years  ago  when  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Com- 
pany and  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  and  St.  Paul  Rail- 
road desired  a  joint  right-of-way  through  a  certain 
Vv^idow's  property,  was  to  capitalize  the  rental  on  a 
fruit"bearing  basis.  The  land  was  only  of  moderate 
fertility,  with  but  a  small  portion  planted  to  apple 
trees,  and  by  public  road  six  miles  from  town,  yet  this 
plan,  backed  up  by  the  blushing  appearance  of  the 
widow  and  her  children  in  court,  led  the  Board  of  Ap- 
praisers to  award  her  over  $40,000  for  the  strip  de- 
sired. 

The  method  of  showing  the  productivity  of  land 
and  its  earning  capacitiy  in  the  West  is  subject  to  so 
many  fallacies  that  it  should  be  used  with  great  care. 
Even  on  the  basis  of  potato  yield  the  land  can  be 
shown  to  have  enormous  values,  yet  the  rentals  them- 
selves do  not  give  such  return,  year  in  and  year  out, 
on  this  basis  of  calculation.  As  years  go  by  and  con- 
ditions become  more  settled  no  doubt  this  method  for 
farm  values  will  prove  of  service.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  some  satisfactory  means,  similar  to  the  Capitalized 
Rental  Method  in  cities,  can  be  worked  out  for  the 
rural  districts  throughout  the  West.  As  land  values 
are  so  fluctuating  and  uncertain  it  is  doubtful  whether 
this  can  be  accomplished  with  any  degree  of  accuracy. 
Consequently  the  great  corporations  desiring  rights- 
of-way  will  in  a  large  measure  have  to  endure  exor- 
bitant costs. 


No  other  technical  profession  is  subject  to  such 
continuous  changes  in  theory  and  practice  as  is  that  of 
electrical     engineering.       Being    a 
profession  built  up  within  the  past 
two  decades,  it  still  has  the  energy 


Engineer's 
Relation  to 


Teaching 


and  vigor  of  youth,  with  a  future 


bright  before  it.  Unquestionably,  during  the  next  two 
decades  it  will  experience  even  greater  and  more  radi- 
cal changes.  It  seems  but  yesterday  since  there  was 
completed  the  installation  of  Louis  Bell  that  trans- 
mitted power  from  San  Antonio  Canyon  in  Southern 
California  to  the  city  of  San  Bernardino,  some  twenty 
miles  away.  How  the  neighboring  people  used  to 
swell  with  pride  as  they  informed  awe-inspired  visi- 
tors that  this  was  the  longest  electrical  transmission 
line  in  the  world !  Compared  with  the  present  giant 
lines  in  the  Sierras  and  Rockies,  with  distance  of  trans- 
mission running  into  hundreds  of  miles  and  voltages 
reaching  the  hundred  thousand  mark,  the  htiman  mind 


can  scarcely  grasp  the  fact  that  twenty  years  could  so 
enlighten  a  profession  as  to  lead  men  to  dare  to  accom- 
plish such  a  control  of  natural  forces. 

In  fact,  changes  are  coming  so  rapidly,  that  what 
v/as  yesterday's  theory  and  practice  is  discarded  to- 
day as  so  much  mental  and  material  junk.  To  keep 
pace  with  this  gigantic  development  and  to  carry  it  to 
still  farther  heights  requires  the  best  brains  and  talent 
in  the  profession,  and  the  designing  and  installation  of 
these  enterprises  have  developed  some  of  the  brightest 
minds  of  the  nation.  The  great  industries  have  vied 
with  each  other  in  their  search  for  brains.  So  con- 
stantly are  new  methods  replacing  the  old  that  a  nec- 
essary innovation  is  introduced  in  the  teaching  of  the 
profession  in  the  universities.  The  impetus  of  this 
great  movement  made  itself  felt  upon  the  university 
life,  first,  by  taking  away  from  the  technical  institu- 
tions many  of  their  brainiest  men.  Of  all  the  profes- 
sions in  America  to-day,  the  highest,  that  of  the  col- 
lege professor,  is  uniformly  recognized  as  the  least  re- 
munerative. 

The  great  industries  have  gone  far  and  wide  in 
search  for  their  experts.  These  experts  become  not 
only  captains  of  industry,  but  invent  and  conceive 
new  ideas  and  theory  regarding  the  engineering  pro- 
fession. In  the  great  technical  schools  there  is  felt 
the  utmost  need  for  men  of  theoretical  natures  but 
eminently  practical.  Students  looking  forward  to 
practical  life  need  men  ripe  in  experience  for  maximum 
benefit,  yet  the  comparatively  small  salaries  paid  in  our 
American  university  faculties  have  made  their  technical 
department  sadly  in  danger  of  losing  their  brilliant 
m.en. 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  a  new  era  is  dawning 
upon  our  educational  developments.  The  happy 
thought  of  retaining  engineers  of  note  or  of  calling 
such  men  to  university  chairs  and  allowing  them  to 
combine  in  a  definite  manner  university  work  with 
outside  practice  seems  to  be  adjusting  itself  more  and 
m.ore.  The  time  is  past  when  the  college  professor 
can  wilfully  neglect  his  college  duties  to  engage  in  out- 
side practice.  Many  unfortunate  experiences  of  the 
past  have  demonstrated  this,  but  purely  theoretical  en- 
gineers are  of  little  service  either  to  the  university  or 
the  engineering  profession.  An  opportunity  to  put 
theory  into  practice  is  essential,  A  diflferent  arrange- 
ment whereby  it  is  strictly  understood  that  university 
work  is  in  no  wise  to  sufl'er  by  such  practice  as  may  be 
undertaken  and  that  university  work  is  to  come  first 
seems  to  bring  about  maximum  good  results.  Thus  is 
presented  to  the  student  for  his  instructor,  well- 
rounded  engineers,  up-to-date  in  practice  and  up-to- 
date  in  theory. 

The  more  this  combination  can  be  crystalized,  the 
more  will  the  university  chair  attract  our  great  en- 
gineers. With  part  of  their  time  to  deal  in  theory 
and  part  for  consulting  work  they  will  feel  that  the 
sacrifice  financially  is  not  too  good  and  thus  will  re- 
sult for  the  young  engineer  the  highest  type  of  en- 
gineering instructor. 

Illustrations  of  this  late  idea  are  numerous.  C.  P. 
Steinmetz  has  been  called  to  Union  College,  Wm.  Kent 
to  Syracuse  University,  and  last,  but  not  least,  Chas. 
F.  Scott  to  head  the  electrical  engineering  department 
at  Yale. 
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PERSONALS. 

P.  F.  Skeel,  of  the  Crouse-Hinds  Company,  is  at  San 
Francisco. 

F.  G.  Baum  has  returned  to  his  San  Francisco  office 
from   Shasta   County,   Cal. 

H.  H.  Sinclair,  formerly  manager  of  the  Great  Western 
Power  Company,   is   at  Los  Angeles. 

C.  Gaylord,  an  electrical  engineer  of  Pasadena,  was  a  San 
Francisco  visitor  during  the  past  week. 

K.  G.  Dunn,  electrical  engineer  with  Hunt,  Mirk  &  Co., 
spent  the  past  week  at  Denver  on  business. 

F.  A.  Cressy,  who  has  electric  lighting  interests  at  Mo- 
desto, was  at  San  Fi-ancisco  during  the  past  week. 

Edward  Averill,  the  Portland  manager  of  the  Forbes  Sup- 
ply Company  of  Seattle  and  Portland,  is  at  San  Francisco. 

M.  C.  Miller,  assistant  to  the  president  of  the  AUis-Chalmers 
Company,  arrived  at  San  Francisco  last  week  from  Milwaukee. 

Hugh  L.  Thomas,  superintendent  of  the  Salt  Lake  Tele- 
phone Company,  was  at  San  Francisco  during  the  past  week. 

H.  B.  Sauires,  of  Otis  &  Squires,  San  Francisco,  is  re- 
ceiving the  congratulations  of  his  friends  on  the  arrival  of 
a   daughter. 

W.  S.  Hoag  of  the  Los  Angeles  cffice  of  the  Westinghouse 
Electric  and  Manufacturing  Company,  was  a  recent  San 
Francisco  visitor. 

H.  A.  Sayles,  with  the  Holabird-Reynolds  Company,  went 
to  Santa  Catalina  Island  to  attend  the  State  Convention  of  the 
Electrical   Contractors'   Association. 

J.  E.  Woodbridge,  engineer  in  charge  of  the  San  Francisco 
office  of  Ford,  Bacon  &  Davis,  engineers,  recently  returned 
from  a  vacation  tour  to  the  Hawaiian  Islands. 

Mr.  Ames,  head  of  the  National  Electric  Company,  was 
one  of  the  San  Francisco  delegates  to  the  Electrical  Con- 
tractors' Convention  at  Santa  Catalina  Island. 

Edward  Ayden,  auditor  of  the  Portland  branch  of  the 
Pacific  States  Electric  Company,  returned  to  Oregon  during 
the  past  week  after  visiting  the  main  office  at  San  Francisco. 

Leon  M.  Hall  returned  to  his  San  Francisco  office  during 
the  past  week  from  a  trip  to  Reno  in  connection  with  the 
engineering  work  on  an  electric  power  development  in 
Nevada. 

W.  W.  Low,  president  of  the  Electric  Appliance  Com- 
pany, celebrated  his  silver  wedding  anniversary  by  a  dinner 
to  a  large  number  of  friends  at  the  South  Shore  Country 
Club,   Chicago. 

Samuel  Napthaly,  general  manager  of  the  Great  Western 
Power  Company,  has  returned  from  a  trip  to  the  new  dam 
site  at  Big  Meadows,  in  company  with  P.  T.  Hanscom,  gen- 
eral superintendent. 

W.  S.  Hanbridge  left  last  Saturday  by  steamer  tor  Los 
Angeles,  with  a  large  party  of  excursionists  representing 
electrical  firms,  who  went  south  to  attend  the  convention  of 
Electrical  Contractors  at  Santa  Catalina  Island. 

H.  D.  Donnell,  assistant  manager  of  the  Safety  Car  Heat- 
ing and  Light  Company  of  New  York,  returned  to  his  San 
Francisco  office  last  Monday  after  an  extensive  Eastern  tour. 
He  attended  the  conventions  of  the  Master  Car  Builders  and 
the  Master  Mechanics  at  Atlantic  City,  besides  visiting  sev- 
eral manufactories. 

John  Ripley  Freeman,  a  past  president  of  the  American 
Society  of  Mechanical  Engineers,  and  consulting  engineer 
for  the  New  York  Board  of  Water  Supply,  recently  arrived 


at  San  Francisco,  where  he  is  engaged  in  a  consulting  capac- 
ity by  the  city  government  in  connection  with  water  works 
investigations.  Allen  Hazen,  a  prominent  New  York  en- 
gineer, preceded  him  to  the  city,  having  been  employed  by 
the  Board  of  Works  to  examine  and  make  a  report  on  the 
water  supplies  of  San  Francisco  from  a  filtration  standpoint. 

W.  S.  Heger  has  resigned  as  manager  of  the  San  Fran- 
cisco and  Los  Angeles  offices  of  the  Allis-Chalmers  Company, 
his  duties  being  assumed  by  Fred  L.  Webster,  newly  appointed 
I'acific  Coast  manager  for  the  company.  He  has  endeavored 
t .  bring  this  about  for  nearly  two  years  and  will  now  retire 
from  active  business  life,  making  his  home  in  Marin  County, 
Califoraia.  Mr.  Heger  is  one  of  the  pioneers  in  the  machinery 
business  on  the  Pacific  Coast,  having  opened  the  San  Fran- 
cisco offices  of  what  has  since  become  the  General  Electric 
Company  in  1889.  Resigning  in  1891  he  went  East,  but  re- 
turned in  1895  to  establish  the  office  of  the  Westinghouse  Elec- 
tric &  Manufacturing  Co.,  being  Pacific  Coast  manager  until 
1905,  when  he  resigned  to  become  assistant  to  the  president 
of  the  Allis-Chalmers  Company.  In  1909  he  returned  to  the 
Coast  to  take  charge  of  their  California  business.  It  is  with 
heart-felt  regret  that  his  many  friends  have  learned  of  his 
decision  to  retire  and  it  is  their  sincere  hope  that  he  will 
find  pleasure  in  rest. 

Fred  L.  Webster,  who  has  just  taken  charge  of  the  Allis- 
Chalmers  Company's  Western  interests,  with  the  title  of 
Pacific  Coast  manager,  will  make  his  headquarters  at  San 
Francisco,  visiting  the  branches  at  Los  Angeles,  Portland  and 
Seattle  from  time  to  time.  His  jurisdiction  will  extend  from 
the  Mexican  boundary  north,  including  Alaska.  After  build- 
ing up  his  company's  business  in  the  Northwest  during  the 
past  few  years  as  manager  of  the  Seattle  office,  Mr.  Webster 
comes  to  San  Francisco  well  equipped  for  the  management 
of  the  entire  Pacific  Slope.  Althougti  Mr.  Webster  is  already 
well  and  favorably  known  in  engineering  circles,  a  sketch  of 
his  previous  career  may  be  of  interest.  He  joined  the  E.  P. 
AUis  Company  in  the  erecting  department,  in  1892.  Subse- 
quently he  did  a  great  deal  of  foreign  work  for  their  fac- 
tory, spending  four  years  in  South  Africa.  On  his  return  from 
Africa,  in  1891,  he  became  chief  engineer  of  the  St.  Louis 
Transit  Company,  holding  that  position  until  1893.  Then  he 
went  with  the  Fulton  Iron  Works,  St.  Louis,  as  sales  manager, 
handling  Corliss  engines  principally.  In  1895  he  returned  to 
the  Allis-Chalmers  Company  and  was  for  two  years  head 
salesman  of  their  Chicago  office.  Then  he  came  to  the  Coast 
as  manager  of  the  Seattle  office,  which  position  he  has  held 
for  the  past  three  and  a  half  years,  his  territory  covering 
Washington,  Oregon  and  British  Columbia. 


TRADE  NOTES. 

The  Aylesworth  Agencies  Company  of  San  Francisco  has 
taken  on  the  line  of  the  Steel  City  Electric  Company,  of  Pitts- 
burg, including  lock  nuts,  conduit  boxes,  etc. 

The  General  Electric  Company  has  sold  to  the  Robinson 
Manufacturing  Company,  of  Everett,  Wash.,  a  condensing  Cur- 
tis turbine  rated  as  follows:  One  A.  T.  B.  2,  750  kw.,  3600 
r.p.m.,  480  v.,  horizontal,  Curtis  turbine  generator. 


NEW    BULLETIN. 

The  Kelman  Electric  and  Manufacturing  Company  of  Los 
Angeles  are  distributing  through  Pierson,  Roeding  &  Co.,  Bul- 
letin No.  7,  which  deals  with  high  voltage  oil  switches  and 
oil  circuit  breakers.  The  bulletin  is  profusely  illustrated 
with  various  types  of  switches  from  75,000  hand  operated  to 
30,000  volt  apparatus.  Sectional  details  are  shown  of  the 
interior  workings. 
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996,843.  Seawall  or  Wharf  Construction.  Charles  F.  Fran- 
cisco, San  Diego,  Cal.  A  seawall  or  wharf  construction  com- 
prising, a  plurality  of  reinforced  concrete  piles  spaced  apart, 


a  plurality  of  reinforced  concrete  locking  and  interlocking  col- 
lar beams,  and  a  plurality  of  ball  bearings  adapted  to  reduce 
the  friction  of  vessels  in  contact  with  said  piles,  all  substan- 
tially as  set  forth. 

996,963.  Electric-Lamp  Cluster.  Reuben  B.  Benjamin,  Chi- 
cago, 111.,  assignor  to  Benjamin  Electric  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany, Chicago,  111.,  a  corporation  of  Illinois.  An  electric  lamp 
cluster  comprising  a  hollow  supporting  body  having  a  plurality 
of  apertures  therein;  a  plurality  of  lamp  sockets,  each  lamp 
socket  having  a  casing  shell  formed  with  a  hollow  boss  ex- 


tending at  right  angles  with  the  axis  of  the  lamp  and  having 
an  aperture  formed  therein;  and  means  for  securing  the  outer 
faces  of  said  hollow  bosses  directly  against  the  outer 
surface  of  said  supporting  body  in  such  manner  that  the 
apertures  of  the  bosses  will  respectively  register  with  the 
apertures  of  the  supporting  body. 

996,984.  Pump.  John  Grindrod,  Bakersfield,  Cal.  In  a 
pump,  the  combination  of  a  casing  provided  with  an  inlet  and 
an  outlet  and  having  a  cylindrical  chamber  and  a  channel 
therebetween,  an  elliptical  runner  rotatably  mounted  in  the 
casing,  and  an  abutment  rotatably  mounted  in  said  channel 
and  provided  with  two  lips,  each  lip  being  of  a  greater  length 
from  the  pivot  of  the  abutment  to  its  tip  than  from  said  pivot 
to  the  wall  of  the  channel,  but  of  a  less  length  than  the  dis- 
tance from  said  pivot  point  to  the  junction  of  the  wall  of  the 


chamber  and  the  walls  of  said  inlet  and  outlet,  respectively, 
whereby  the  pressure  of  the  fluid  being  expelled  will  hold  one 


^-•^l 


lip  in  contact  with  the  runner  at  all  times  without  causing  the 
other  lip  to  close  the  inlet. 

996,894.  System  of  Electrical  Distribution.  Emmett  W. 
Stull,  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  assignor  to  Allis-Chalmers  Company, 
8  corporation  of  New  Jersey.  In  combination,  a  circuit  of 
variable  voltage,  a  second  circuit  supplied  therefrom,  a  gen- 
erator in  the  connection  between  the  two  circuits,  and  a 
WTieatstone   bridge   connected   across   the   circuit  of  variable 


voltage  and  having  arms  in  opposite  ones  of  which  the  drops 
in  voltage  vary  proportionately  and  in  adjacent  ones  of  which 
the  drops  in  voltage  vary  disproportionately  as  the  voltage  of 
the  variable  voltage  circuit  varies,  the  field  winding  of  said 
generator  being  connected  in  the  bridge  wire  of  said  Wheat- 
stone  bridge. 

997,247.  Dredge.  Walter  Ferris,  South  Milwaukee,  Wis., 
and  Paul  Revere  Parker  San  BYancisco,  Cal.,  assignors  to  The 
Bucyrus  Company,  South  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  a  corporation  of 
Wisconsin.    A  dredge  having  an  anchoring  structure  pivoted  to 


I--. 


the  deck  thereof,  power  operated  mechanism  connected  di- 
rectly with  said  structure  and  by  means  of  which  the  dredge 
is  swung  laterally  in  either  direction  with  said  anchoring 
structure  as  a  stationary  pivot,  and  excavating  mechanism 
carried  directly  by  the  dredge  hull. 
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SELECTIVELY    OPERATED    SEMAPHORE    AND    TELE- 
PHONE EQUIPMENT. 

Since  the  development  of  the  telephone  for  train  dispatch- 
ing, a  need  has  been  felt  for  signaling  equipment  which  could 
be  used  and  operated  in  connection  with  a  telephone  train 
wire.  That  is,  instead  of  having  a  selector  on  a  telephone 
circuit  ring  a  bell  at  a  way  station,  it  was  required  that  it 
should  throw  a  semaphore  arm.  The  Western  Electric  Com- 
pany, in  conjunction  with  the  Union  Switch  and  Signal  Com- 
pany, has  for  some  time  been  developing  apparatus  to  meet 
this  particular  need,  and  a  description  of  the  new  apparatus 
and  its  uses  is  given  here. 

Both  steam  and  electric  railroads 
offer  an  extensive  field  for  use  for 
this  selectively  operat-  d  semaphonre 
in  connection  with  the  telephone  sys- 
tem. On  steam  roads  it  wi  1  probably 
be  used  exclusively  for  train  order 
work.  In  other  words,  it  will  be  em- 
loyed  as  an  auxiliary  to  a  regular 
telephone  train  dispatching  system. 
When  used  in  tnis  way  it  will  secure 
a  still  further  saving  than  is  now  ef- 
fected by  the  telephone. 

The  new  Western  Electric  sema- 
prore  has  some  new  features  which 
are  of  particular  interest.  In  Fig.  1 
is  shown  the  outfit  complete.  The 
semaphore  proper  is  of  standard  make 
and  can  be  furnished  in  either  the  up- 
per or  lower  quadrant  types,  as  de- 
sired. A  three  spectacle  casting  is 
provided.  The  semaphore,  selector 
and  telephone  equipment  are  all 
mounted  on  the  same  iron  post,  and 
the  apparatus  is  self-contained.  The 
weatherproof  box  is  locked,  so  that 
access  is  obtainable  to  it  only  by 
means  of  keys  which  would  be  fur- 
nished to  the  proper  parties.  The 
semaphore  blade  Itself  can  be  fur- 
nished of  any  type  or  shape  desired 
to  conform  to  the  practice  of  the  rail- 
road buying  the  equipment. 
Everything  is  arranged  for  facilitating  maintenance  work. 
Ample  size  terminals  are  used  throughout  in  the  apparatus, 
and  practically  all  maintenance  connections  inside  the  casting 
are  made  with  terminal  screws  or  hexagonal  lock-nuts.  The 
wiring  throughout  is  of  copper  insulated  weatherproof  braided 
wire,  in  conformance  with  good  signal  practice.  All  the  tele- 
phone apparatus  is  water-proofed  to  withstand  moisture.  All 
wood  used  in  the  interior  of  the  set  is  oil  treated.  The  tele- 
phone and  selector  are  enclosed  in  an  inner  compartment.  All 
openings  are  arranged  so  that  water  cannot  enter  the  set.  In 
addition,  the  outer  door  of  the  set  has  a  weather-proof  gasket, 
rendering  it  practically  impervious  to  moisture. 

Fig.  2  S'hows  the  pole  casting  containing  signal  mechanism, 
the  telephone  and  selector  equipment.  The  signal  mechan- 
ism is  of  the  electrically  operated  type,  but  is  manually  re- 
stored. The  relay  operating  this  is  normally  de-energized,  and 
ten  dry  cells  are  required  for  its  operation.  As  this  relay  will 
operate  on  four  cells,  it  is  obvious  that  an  ample  margin  of 
operation  is  allowed. 


Fig.    1.      Signal    Post. 


The  signal  mechanism  proper  is  contained  in  the  com- 
partment at  the  top  of  the  casting.  The  only  part  of  this 
wihich  appears  on  the  surface  of  the  inside  door  is  the  handle 


Outer    Door    Open. 


of  the  restoring  lever.    The  selector  and  terminals  are  readily 
accessible  for  maintenace  purposes. 

One  important  feature  of  the  selectively  operated  sema- 
phore is  the  fact  that  it  gives  to  the  dispatcher  an  answer 


Fig|    3.      Inner    Door    Open. 

back  which  cannot  be  mistaken,  telling  him  that  one  particu- 
lar semaphore  has  completed  its  movement  and  is  at  the 
"stop"  position  at  the  time  the  answer-back  is  received. 
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The  telephone  set  is  especially  designed  for  railway  work, 
and  is  of  high  efficiency.  The  transmitter  and  receiver  are 
mounted  on  the  outside  of  the  Inner  door,  on  the  lower  part 
of  the  apparatus  casting.  The  transmitter  mouthpiece  is  of 
metal  and  so  fastened  in  the  set  that  it  cannot  be  removed 
without  opening  the  inner  door.  All  parts  are  arranged  so 
that  they  can  be  easily  inspected  and  maintained,  and  they 
are  of  the  usual  "Bell"  grade  quality.  All  metal  is  given  a 
black  finish,  which  eliminates  any  chance  of  rusting. 

The  signal  mechanism  is  operated  by  the  Western  Elec- 
tric's  latest  development  in  railway  selectors.  This  selector  is 
practically  independent  of  weather  conditions  and  absolutely 
reliable.  It  is  in  operation  at  the  present  time  on  eighteen 
of  the  largest  railroad  systems  in  this  country,  where  it  is 
giving  universal  satisfaction. 

Fig.  3  shows  the  apparatus  casting  with  the  inside  cover 
open.  In  this  illustration  will  be  seen  the  arrangement  of  the 
selector  and  terminal  apparatus  on  the  inside  of  the  casting. 
The  signal  mechanism  as  shown  -above,  together  with  the 
manually  operated  lever  and  the  gears  by  means  of  which 
the  semaphore  blade  is  restored  to  the  "Clear"  position.  The 
outside  door  of  the  apparatus  casting  is  provided  with  a  sheet 
iron  writing  shelf  which  will  be  a  great  convenience  in  taking 
down  orders  from  the  dispatcher. 

The  circuit  arrangements  of  the  signaling  equipment 
above  described  are  very  similar  to  the  standard  train  dis- 
patching circuit.  The  dispatcher  operates  selector  keys  in  the 
same  manner;  instead,  however,  of  a  bell  ringing  at  the  point 
called,  a  semaphore  blade  moves  to  "Stop."  The  answer-back 
signal  returns  to  the  dispatcher  clearly  and  distinctly  and 
then  it  waits  for  the  crew  of  the  train  so  signaled  to  call  in. 
Should  he  be  disconnected  from  the  circuit  for  any  reason 
the  crew  can  easily  call  him,  but  ordinarily  operating  practice 
does  not  require  this.  Only  one  pair  of  wires  are  needed  to 
extend  along  the  line.  As  many  sets  as  may  be  desired  can 
be  connected  to  this  circuit,  and  it  is  used  both  for  talking  and 
signaling.  All  equipment  is  bridged  directly  across  the  cii'- 
cuit,  and  any  piece  of  apparatus  can  be  taken  off  the  line 
without  affecting  the  rest  of  the  equipment. 

The  use  of  these  instruments  affords  an  exceedingly  flex- 
ible system,  for  as  many  semaphores  can  be  located  upon  one 
telephone  circuit  as  necessary,  in  addition  to  the  telephone 
apparatus. 

If  desired,  standard  telephone  apparatus  can  also  be  used 
at  other  points  along  this  circuit  where  semaphores  are  not 
located.  This  semaphore  equipment  can  also  be  placed  upon 
existing  train  wires  which  are  being  operated  by  means  of  the 
telephone.  In  addition  to  being  exceedingly  flexible,  the  use 
of  these  semaphores  insures  an  accurate,  speedy,  convenient 
and  economical  method  of  handling  train  movements. 


NEW  TYPES  OF  SWITCHBOARD   METERS. 

The  increasing  size  of  modern  power  developments  and 
the  growing  capacity  of  available  space,  particularly  in  large 
cities,  have  emphasized  the  need  of  compactness  in  switch- 
board design.  The  desirability  of  having  all  the  meters  in 
plain  view  of  one  operator  has  long  been  appreciated,  and 
this  requirement  necessitates  meters  that  shall  occupy  a 
minimum  of  space  and  at  the  same  time  be  easily  readable 
from  a  distance.  In  many  plants  in  congested  districts  the 
switchboard  is  located  in  a  poorly  lighted  place,  which  im- 
poses the  further  requirement  that  the  meter  dials  be  capab'e 
of  thorough  illumination.  Accuracy  and  the  possibility  of 
making  repairs  quickly  and  easily  on  the  premises  are  fea- 
ti:res  that  every  power  plant  manager  requires. 

In  line  with  these  strongly  defined  tendencies  in  switch- 
board design,  the  Westinghouse  Electric  &  Manufacturing 
Companj',  East  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  has  developed  a  design  of  alter- 
nating current  and  direct  current  switchboard  instruments, 
which,  for  their  novel  features,  are  of  extreme  interest.     The 


new  meters  comprise  a  complete  line  of  seven-inch  meters 
and  a  complete  line  of  nine-inch  meters.  The  seven-inch  alter- 
nating current  meters,  known  as  the  type  SM,  and  the  nine- 
inch,  known  as  type  TM,  are  built  as  ammeters,  voltmeters, 
wattmeters,  power  factor  meters,  frequency  meters  and  syn- 
chroscopes. The  corresi)onding  types  SL  and  TL  direct 
current  meters  are  built  as  ammeters  and  voltmeters.  The 
completeness  of  these  lines  make  it  possible  to  design  an 
entire  switchboard  with  one  uniform  type  of  meter,  either 
seven-inch  or  nine-inch  throughout. 


Most  Improved  Type  Westinghouse  Wattmeter  and 
Ammeter. 

The  scales  of  both  sizes  of  alternating  current  meters  are 
141/2  inches  long.  This  remarkable  scale  length  is  as  gi-eat  as 
that  found  usually  only  in  large  illuminated  dial  meters,  and 
g-eater  than  that  obtainable  with  edgewise  meters  that  occupy 
as  much  room  on  the  switchboard  as  these  seven-inch  meters 
do.  The  great  economy  of  space  in  comparison  with  the 
length  of  scale  is  shown  in  the  following  tabulation: 
7-inch  Type  SM  covers  a  rectangle  55  sq.  in.;   scale  14%  in. 

long. 
9-inch  Type  TM  covers  a  rectangle  107  sq.  in.;  scale  ll^/i  in. 

long. 
Ordinary  9-inch  meter  round  pattern,  107  sq.  in.;  scale  7',4  in. 

long. 
Vertical  edgewise  meter  covers  55  to  SO  sq.  in.;   scale  12  in. 

long. 
Horizontal  edgewise  meter  covers  52  sq.  in.;   scale  6  in.  long. 

This  long  scale  feature  is  not  depended  on  alone  to  make 
the  meters  easily  readable.     Instead  of  the  usual  metal  front. 


Latest    Design    of    Ammeter   and    Cyclemeter    of 
Westinghouse    Co. 

a  flat  glass  front  is  used.  This  makes  it  possible  to  thor- 
oughly illuminate  the  dial  from  the  front  without  the  trou- 
blesome reflections  often  encountered  with  the  curved  covers 
ot  the  edgewise  types  of  meters,  and  enables  the  whole 
pointer  to  be  seen,  thereby  making  it  possible  to  take  accu- 
rate readings  from  a  distance  and  from  any  angle. 
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These  features  of  compactness  and  readability  of  the  new 
7-inch  meters,  combined  with  the  perfectly  damped  Indications 
and  important  improvements  in  the  electrical  design,  mark 
a  distinct  advance  in  switchboard  meter  practice.  The  type 
TM  9-inch  meters  embody  the  same  improvements  and  meet 
the  demand  for  a  larger  meter  where  economy  of  space  is  not 
a  prime  consideration. 

These  meters  have  no  moving  coils  or  connections,  as 
they  operate  on  the  induction  principle;  a  rotating  magnetic 
field,  produced  by  current  in  stationary  windings,  acts  on  a 
light  metal  drum. 

The  construction  of  meters  on  this  principle  has  a  num- 
ber of  inherent  advantages.  The  absence  of  a  moving  coil 
makes  the  use  of  flexible  or  sliding  conductors  unnecessary, 
and  greatly  simplifies  the  construction  so  that  repairs  are 
easily  made.  The  lightness  of  the  moving  element  makes  the 
likelihood  of  damage  to  the  pivot  jewels  remote,  and  reduce 
jewel  wear  to  an  inappreciable  minimum.  It  is  well  known 
how  seriously  the  proximity  of  heavy  bus  bars  affects  moving 
coil  and  moving  iron  instruments,  even  when  special  internal 
sbields  or  iron  cases  are  provided.  EYeedom  from  the  effects 
of  external  field,  and  high  torque,  are  among  the  advantages 
gained  by  utilizing  the  induction  principle.  This  princi- 
ple has  now  come  to  be  recognized  as  the  most  practicable 
principle  in  the  case  of  alternating  current  watthour  meters, 
and  it  is  reasonable  to  assume  that  the  perfected  induction 
indicating  instruments   will   in   time   replace   all   other   types 


stationary  support,  all  moving  parts  except  the  shaft  are  of 
aluminum,  and  the  pointer  is  an  aluminum  punching  of  U- 
cross-section.  On  the  other  hand,  wherever  weight  is  re- 
quired for  strength  it  is  present.  The  result  is  a  moving 
element  heavy  enough  not  to  be  delicate,  yet  light  enough 
to  cause  no  damage  to  the  jewels  during  shipment  and  to 
cause  no  wear  in  use.  The  ratio  of  torque  to  weight  is  higher 
than  has  ever  been  obtained  before  in  commercial  measuring 
instruments.  The  meters  are  therefore  highly  sensitive  and 
accurate  without  being  delicate. 

The  fact  that  the  meter  element  can  be  removed  from 
the  case  as  a  unit,  allows  all  parts  to  be  inspected  without 
changing  the  calibration.  The  parts  can  be  very  easily  re- 
moved and  replaced,  and  the  absence  of  moving  coil  or  flexible 
connections  makes  this  possible  without  danger  of  damage. 

In  these  meters  the  previous  designs  of  Westinghouse  in- 
dication meters  have  been  thoroughly  revised  to  eliminate 
the  effects  of  temperature  changes,  either  of  the  air  or  of  the 
meters  themselves,  and  inaccuracies  due  to  variations  in  fre- 
quency. The  frequency  meters,  power  factor  meters  and  syn- 
chroscopes are  of  the  well-known  Westinghouse  types  with 
the  added  improvements  developed  for  the  rest  of  these  lines. 

The  Types  SL  and  TL  direct  current  meters,  supplement 
the  line  of  alternating  current  meters  and  match  them  very 
closely  in  appearance.  They  bave  glass  covers,  the  same 
types  of  cases  and  similar  dial  appearance,  with  scales  8 
inches  long.     In  fact  the  scales  of  the  seven-inch  meters  are 


New    Type    Switchboard    Instruments    Westinghouse    Company. 


for  switchboard  service,  as  completely  as  the  induction  watt- 
hour  meters  have  replaced  all  other  types,  and  for  the  same 
reasons. 

A  remarkable  feature  of  the  meters  is  the  perfectly 
damped  character  of  the  readings.  The  pointer  does  not 
overshoot,  even  with  full  scale  variation.  This  remarkable 
result  is  not  obtained  at  the  expense  of  accuracy,  but  by  pro- 
viding a  special  damping  disk  moving  in  the  concentrated 
magnetic  field  of  two  permanent  magnets.  This  "superdamp- 
ing"  of  the  indications  will  he  particularly  appreciated  by 
those  using  meters  on  circuits  or  generators  operating  in  par- 
allel, where  there  is  likely  to  be  a  rhythmic  interchange  of 
power,  or  pumping.  The  damping  required  to  prevent  wide 
oscillations  of  the  pointer  on  such  service  can  be  obtained 
only  by  means  of  permanent  magnet  dampers.  Compared  with 
air  dampers  this  method  is  not  only  more  efficient,  but  so 
rugged  in  construction  as  to  be  practically  "foolproof." 

Exceptionally  high  torque  is  developed  in  the  meter,  and 
this  makes  possible  the  use  of  substantial  controlling  spring. 
This  spring  is  of  a  special  alloy  and  is  tempered  and  artifi- 
cially aged  to  insure  permanence  under  all  conditions.  Ex- 
tremely simple  zero  and  calibrating  adjustments  are  provided. 

Extremes  in  weight  have  been  avoided  in  these  instru- 
ments. Wherever  the  principle  of  operation  pei-mitted,  the 
weight  has  been  made  as  small  as  possible  consistent  with 
substantial  and  serviceable  construction.  To  this  end  the 
movement  is  made  self-balancing  to  avoid  the  use  of  counter- 
weights, the  weight  of  the  control  spring  is  carried  on  the 


as  long  or  longer  than  those  found  in  previous  makes  of  9-inch 
meters. 

The  meters  operate  on  the  D'Arsonval  principle,  a  moving 
coil  and  fixed  permanent  magnets,  which  avoids  all  residual 
error.  They  differ,  however,  from  most  meters  employing 
this  principle  in  having  only  one  gap  in  the  magnetic  circuit. 
The  moving  coil  is  pivoted  at  one  edge,  encloses  a  circular 
pole  piece,  and  the  other  moves  through  the  air  gap.  With  this 
construction  the  moving  element  can  be  removed  and  replaced 
without  disturbing  the  magnetic  circuit,  and  the  entire  mag- 
netic circuit  is  magnetized,  "aged"  and  tested  as  a  unit,  thus 
preventing  any  variation  in  the  strength.  The  shape  of  the 
permanent  magnets  is  such  as  to  shield  the  meter  from  ex- 
ternal magnetic  fields  and  make  it  free  from  effects  from  near- 
by conductors. 

The  moving  coil  is  mounted  on  a  light  metal  frame,  the 
motion  of  which  in  the  air  gap  of  the  magnets  produces  a 
damping  effect  that  makes  the  readings  practically  dead  beat. 
As  the  coil  is  pivoted  at  one  edge,  its  weight  counterbalances 
that  of  the  pointer;  resulting  in  a  naturally  balanced  moving 
element.  This  leads  to  long  life  of  pivot  jewels  and  accuracy 
of  reading.  The  meters  have  exceptionally  high  full  load 
torque. 

The  dials  of  all  the  meters  here  described  are  hand  cali- 
brated on  white  cards,  thus  insuring  extremely  accurate  scales. 
The  divisions  are  clear  and  open  and  the  figures  large  and 
distinct, 
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NEWS  NOTES 


FINANCIAL. 

ALBANY,  ORE.— Albert  E.  Wright,  of  Poitland,  has  been 
granted  a  25-year  gas  franchise  in  this  city. 

LEAVENWORTH,  WASH.— The  Washington  Steel  and 
Iron  Company  has  been  granted  a  10-year  light  franchise. 

GOLDENDALE,  WASH. — Samuel  Hill,  owner  of  power 
sites  in  the  Klickitat  gorge,  above  Lyle,  will  shortly  sell  his 
holdings  to  the  Northwestern  Electric  Company  for  a  consid- 
eration of  $20,000. 

OLYMPIA,  WASH.— Bids  will  be  received  by  the  State 
Board  of  Control  up  to  July  20th  for  one  k.v.a.  2-phase  220-110- 
volt  generator  to  engine.  Specifications  at  office  of  Engineers 
Evans-Dickson  Company,  725  Commerce  street,  Tacoma,  Wash. 

EUGENE,  ORE.— A  bond  election  will  be  held  here  July 
17th  for  a  $57,000  issue  for  power  plant  extensions  and  water 
works  construction.  Providing  issue  carries,  the  city  will 
extend  its  power  wires  and  engage  in  active  competition  with 
the  Oregon  Power  Company. 

REDDING,  CAL. — A  trust  deed  and  chattel  mortgage  for 
$2,000,000  has  been  filed  for  record  here  by  the  Anglo  Califor- 
nia Trust  Company,  of  San  Francisco.  The  deed  and  mort- 
gage are  given  by  the  Sacramento  Valley  Power  Company,  of 
Redding.  The  sum  is  to  be  drawn  upon  as  money  is  needed 
to  extend  the  power  company's  lines  down  the  valley.  Fleish- 
hacker  Bros,  of  San  Francisco  recently  bought  a  controlling 
interest,  and  it  is  understood  that  the  company  is  shaping 
itself  to  extend  its  lines  to  San  Ftancisco. 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL.— The  merger  between  the  Great 
Western  Power  Company  and  the  City  Electric  Company  has 
been  completed.  The  transaction  took  place  in  New  York 
City,  where  the  first  payment  of  $800,000  was  made  to  the 
New  York  representatives  of  Herbert  and  Mortimer  Pleish- 
hacker  of  this  city.  The  balance  cf  $3,200,000  is  to  be  paid 
very  shortly.  Herbert  and  Mortimer  Pleishhacker  become 
vice-presidents  of  the  Great  Western  Power  Company  and 
have  the  active  management  of  the  corporation  while  Edwin 
Hawley,  the  New  York  railroad  magnate  and  multi-millionaire, 
becomes  its  president.  The  company  now  owns  one  of  the 
largest  and  most  valuable  water  rights  in  California.  With 
the  properties  just  acquired  of  the  City  Electric  Company, 
the  Great  Western  Company  is  generating  by  its  water  and 
steam  power  plants  about  100,000  h.p.  When  its  new  dam 
at  Big  Meadows  is  completed,  creating  an  artificial  lake 
thirty  miles  in  length,  it  will  have  a  sufficient  volume  of  water 
to  ultimately  generate  an  additional  300,000  h.p.  It  is  esti- 
mated that  the  total  amount  invested  by  the  Great  Western 
Power  Company  and  its  subsidiary  companies  aggregates 
about  $20,000,000. 


INCORPORATIONS. 

ENTERPRISE,  ORE. — The  Enterprise  Electric  Company 
has  been  incorporated  for  $50,000. 

NEWPORT,  ORE.— The  Yaquina  Electric  Company,  New- 
port, Ore.,  has  been  incorporated  for  $20,000. 

FRESNO,  CAL.— The  Fresno,  Coalinga  &  Monterey  Rail- 
way, Fresno,  Cal.,  has  been  incorporated  for  $4,000,000  at  $50 
per  share;    $200,000  subscribed. 

BEAUMONT,  CAL.— The  El  Caseo  Water  Company  has 
been  incorporated.  The  directors  are:  Henry  Fuller,  J.  H. 
Fisher  and  Hoell  Tyler,  all  of  Redlands.     The  object  of  the 


company  is  to  purchase,  own,  improve  and  develop  land  and 
water  and  to  perform  duties  connected  with  water  companies. 

LOS  ANGELES,  CAL.— The  West  Ontario  Water  Com- 
pany has  been  organized  and  incorporated  in  this  city  by  a 
large  number  of  citrus  owners.  They  propose  to  develop  extra 
water  for  iiTigation  of  their  groves  by,  R.  B.  Bell,  Dr.  Charles 
H.  Ford  and  others. 


ILLUMINATION. 

VICTORIA,  B.  C— The  municipal  council  of  Victoria  has 
decided  that  it  is  necessary  to  extend  and  complete  the  sys- 
tem of  lighting  in  the  city  of  Victoria  and  that  the  sum  of 
$50,000  required  for  the  purpose  be  raised  by  bonding. 

ELKO,  NEV. — Sealed  bids  endorsed  "Proposals  for  bids 
for  furnishing  and  installing  electric  lighting  fixtures  for  the 
new  court  house  and  jail,  at  Elko,  Elko  County,  Nev.,"  ac- 
cording to  plans  and  specifications  of  W.  H.  Weeks,  architect, 
now  on  file  in  the  clerk's  office,  at  Elko,  were  received  by 
Fred  C.  Voight,  clerk  of  the  Board  of  County  Commissioners, 
up  to  July  12,  1911,  when  they  were  publicly  opened  and 
read.     Result   not  announced. 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL.— Sidney  Sprout  has  returned 
from  Siskiyou  County,  where  he  is  superintending  the  engi- 
neering work  on  the  new  35,000  kw.  hydroelectric  installa- 
tion of  the  Siskiycu  Light  &  Power  Company.  Three  gener- 
ating units  will  be  installed.  The  power  site  is  on  the  Klam 
ath  River  near  Thrall.  In  addition  to  tieing  in  with  the  com- 
pany's existing  power  transmission  lines  from  the  Fall  Creek 
power  station  the  new  lines  will  be  extended  to  Klamath 
Falls  where  the  company  recently  purchased  a  local  electric 
plant. 


TRANSMISSION. 

SALINAS,  CAL. — A  surveying  crew  has  commenced  work 
staking  out  the  pole  line  of  the  Monterey  County  Gas  &  Elec- 
tric Company  down  the  Salinas  Valley. 

OROFINO,  ORB. — Announcement  has  been  made  that  an 
extensive  power  plant  will  be  built  on  the  North  Fork  of  Oro- 
fino  creek  at  the  mouth  of  Whisky  Creek. 

PHOENIX,  ARIZ. — The  City  Council  has  granted  a  fran- 
chise to  the  United  States  Reclamation  Service  to  construct 
a  power  line  through  the  corporate  limits  of  Tempe.  Irving  C. 
Harris  of  Mesa  represents  the  government. 

PORTLAND,  ORE. — Permission  is  sought  by  the  Port- 
land Railway,  Light  &  Power  Company,  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment, to  construct  a  high  tension  electric  power  line  across 
the  Willamette  River  from  the  foot  of  Linn  avenue,  Sellwood, 
to  a  point  south  of  Riverview  Cemetery. 

FALLON,  NEV. — The  U.  S.  Government  is  arranging  to 
build  a  big  electric  plant  at  the  new  Lahonton  dam  for  the 
I)urpose  of  supplying  power  for  the  operation  of  the  gates 
and  dams  of  the  big  Truckee-Carson  project  and  also  for  the 
oi)eration  of  big  electrical  pumps  to  drain  the  Carson  Lake. 
The  people  of  Fallon  have  circulated  a  petition  to  the  govern- 
ment to  have  this  work  done  at  once  and  to  sell  power  to  the 
city  of  Fallon. 

SAN  BERNARDINO,  CAL.— P.  A.  Worthley  of  Riverside 
will  apply  to  the  City  Council  for  a  franchise  for  an  electric 
pole  line  covering  this  city.  This  is  the  initial  move  of  the 
California-Nevada  Power   Company  to  get  in   Southern   Call- 
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fornia.  Applications  lor  Irancliises  will  be  made  to  tlie  Board 
of  Supervisors  of  San  Bernardino  and  Riverside  Counties. 
Extensions  are  to  be  made  througliout  Southern  California. 
Soon  as  franchises  are  secured  the  company  proposes  to  begin 
development,  expending  $300,000  in  San  Bernardino  and  Riv- 
erside Counties. 

PRATTVILLE,  CAL.— It  has  been  announced  that  the 
Great  Western  Power  Company  has  acquired  title  from  Mrs. 
A.  E.  K.  Bidwell  of  Chico  to  800  acres  six  miles  north  of 
here  known  as  the  Hamlin  ranch,  and  that  the  property  will 
be  made  a  portion  of  a  mammoth  reservoir,  part  of  the  pro- 
ject for  the  construction  of  one  of  the  largest  power  gener- 
ating plants  in  the  world.  The  purchase  price  is  said  to  have 
been  in  the  neighborhood  of  ?30,000. 

FRESNO,  CAL. — Work  is  beginning  on  a  substation  of 
the  San  Joaquin  Light  &  Power  Company  at  a  point  ten  miles 
west  of  Lemoore,  which  is  designed  to  give  more  efficient 
service  to  Coalinga  and  the  oil  fields  region.  This  substation, 
known  as  the  Henrietta,  will  tap  the  Bakersfield  loop  when 
that  line  is  finished,  thus  giving  more  direct  connections  for 
the  Coalinga  line,  with  fewer  chances  of  interruptions  in  the 
supply  of  the  current.  This  West  Side  loop  is  nearing  comple- 
tion rapidly  now.  Two  crews  are  stringing  the  wire,  work- 
ing toward  each  other.  One  is  opposite  the  western  end  of 
Tulare  lake,  while  the  other  is  two  miles  or  so  south  of  Sum- 
mit Lake.  A  good  deal  of  difficulty  was  found  in  the  Summit 
lake  region,  with  consequent  delay,  but  this  is  now  past  and 
rapid  headway  is  being  made.  There  are  about  25  miles  to 
be  covered  to  complete  the  loop. 


TRANSPORTATION. 
SALEM,  ORE.— The  Oregon  Electric  Railroad  Company 
has   started   condemnation   proceedings   to   secure   a  right-of- 
way  through  the  city  for  an  extension  of  the  railroad. 

SALEM,  ORE. — The  Oregon  Electric  Company  has  notified 
the  State  Railway  Commission  that  it  will  comply  with  the 
regulations  and  install  frogs  and  guard  rails  along  its  line. 

SAN  DIEGO,  CAL. — The  city  clerk  will  receive  sealed  bids 
up  to  July  31  for  the  purchase  of  a  franchise  granting  right  to 
construct  and  operate  an  electric  railway  for  a  period  ending 
September  1,  1952. 

WATTS,  CAL. — The  city  clerk  will  receive  sealed  bids 
up  to  August  8,  1911,  for  a  franchise  for  a  period  of  50  years, 
to  maintain  and  operate  a  railroad  with  two  or  more  tracks, 
along  certain  streets  of  the  city,  to  be  operated  with  elec- 
tricity. 

WENATCHEE,  WASH. — E.  J.  Felt,  electric  railway  pro- 
moter of  Tacoma,  Wash.,  is  here  in  interests  of  the  Wenatchee 
Valley  Railway  and  Power  Company,  and  will  shortly  endeavor 
to  secure  a  franchise  for  a  street  railway  between  this  place 
and  Leavenworth. 

CHICO,  CAL.— The  Northern  Electric  Railway  Company, 
through  Assistant  Secretary  George  Springer,  has  presented 
a  petition  to  the  Board  of  City  Trustees  for  a  franchise  to  con- 
struct and  operate  an  electric  line  along  Ninth  avenue  from 
the  eastern  boundary  of  the  city  to  the  western. 

OAKLAND,  CAL. — One  of  the  most  important  matters  dis- 
posed of  at  the  final  meeting  of  the  City  Council  was  the 
granting  of  the  Oakland  Traction  franchise  on  East  Sixteentli 
street  from  Thirteenth  avenue  to  Elmhurst,  for  the  purpose 
of  establishing  an  "express"  service  between  Oakland  and 
Haywards. 

SAN  JOSE,  CAL.— At  the  meeting  of  the  Mayor  and  Com- 
mon Council,  petitions  for  franchises  for  electric  standard- 
gauge  railroads  were  received  from  the  San  Jose  and  Santa 
Clara  County  Railroad  Company  and  from  the  San  Jose  rail- 


roads through  their  general  manager,  F.  E.  Chapin,  on  the 
Alameda,  on  Willow  street,  on  Delmas  avenue,  and  San  Fer- 
nando and  Cahill  streets. 

OAKLAND,  CAL. — Ties  are  being  laid  on  the  19th  avenue 
street  car  line  running  from  East  Fourteenth  street  to  the 
foothills  to  what  is  known  as  the  Toler  Heights  tract,  a  dis- 
tance of  about  a  mile  and  a  half.  The  preliminary  work 
was  started  about  a  week  ago,  and  within  two  or  three 
months,  the  Oakland  Traction  Company  expects,  to  have  a 
20-minute  service  in  operation. 

WOODLAND,  CAL.— The  City  Trustees,  at  their  last  meet- 
ing, gi-anted  the  Vallejo  &  Northern  Railway,  a  franchise  on 
Main  street  from  the  eastern  to  the  western  limits.  President 
T.  T.  C.  Gregory,  who  was  present,  stated  that  the  com- 
pany's projected  railroad  between  Woodland  and  Sacramento 
had  been  completely  financed  and  that  work  on  it  will  be 
commenced  within  sixty  days.  It  will,  he  said,  he  completed 
and  ready  for  traffic  next  spring. 

SAN  JOSE,  CAL. — Five  extensions  of  franchises  to  the 
Peninsula  electric  railroad,  an  allied  corporation  of  the  South- 
ern Pacific,  to  build  roads  in  various  parts  of  Santa  Clara 
County  were  granted  by  the  Supervisors  here  yesterday.  The 
franchises  cover  about  12  miles  cf  road,  and  extend  through 
a  thickly  populated  district.  It  was  announced  that  the  new 
franchises  are  in  line  with  the  effort  of  the  Southern  Pacific 
to  obtain  a  net-work  of  electric  lines  along  the  peninsula  from 
San  Francisco  to  San  Jose. 

REDWOOD  CITY,  CAL.— The  City  Trustees  have  granted 
a  franchise  to  Edward  S.  Fitzpatrick,  a  Southern  Pacific  attor- 
ney for  an  electric  line  from  Redwood  City  to  Woodside,  a 
distance  of  about  six  miles.  Fitzpatrick  says  he  is  represent- 
ing private  individuals  and  that  the  Southern  Pacific  is  not 
interested  in  the  new  line.  It  is  believed  here  that  Fitzpatrick 
is  appearing  for  the  Peninsula  Railroad  Company,  and  that 
it  is  the  intention  to  connect  San  Francisco  and  San  Jose  by 
trolley. 

STOCKTON,  CAL.— Stockton  is  to  have  an  electric  rail- 
way to  Byron,  and  if  the  plans  do  not  miscarry  trains  will  be 
in  operation  within  18  months.  It  is  the  intention  of  the  com- 
pany to  ultimately  extend  the  line  to  Antioch  and  Oakland. 
The  parent  company  will  file  articles  of  incorporation  within 
the  next  few  days,  and  it  will  be  capitalized  at  $1,000,000. 
The  plans  of  this  company  are  contingent  upon  future  devel- 
opments, but  the  line  to  Byron  has  been  definitely  decided 
upon.  It  will  be  constructed  by  an  auxiliary  company  capital- 
ized at  $750,000,  and  known  as  the  Stockton  and  Bay  City 
Short  Line. 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL.— The  United  Railroads  of  San 
Francisco  have  recently  converted  their  Mason  and  Washing- 
ton power  station  from  steam  to  electric  drive,  so  that  all  their 
cable  lines  are  now  motor  driven.  The  Castro  and  Pacific 
avenue  stations  are  operated  with  d.c.  motors,  while  at  Mason 
and  Washington  station  the  new  installation  is  all  a.c.  appa- 
ratus. The  speed  of  all  cables  has  been  increased  about  3  per 
cent,  and  owing  to  the  practically  constant  speed  of  the  motor 
the  cables  travel  at  a  much  more  uniform  speed  now  tban 
with  the  old  equipment,  it  being  impossible  to  control  the 
steam  engines  with  less  than  5  per  cent.  The  equipment  has 
been  installed  by  W.  T.  Bivins,  chief  engineer  of  electrical 
equipment. 

OAKLAND,  CAL. — The  Oakland  Traction  Company  has  or- 
dered 60  double-end,  pre-payment  type,  arched  roof  cars  for 
city  service.  These  cars  are  48  ft.  long,  over  bumpers,  with 
body  35  ft.  2  in.  long;  width  over  all,  9  ft.  %  in.;  width  inside,  8 
ft.  5  in.;  platforms,  6  ft.  5  in.  The  seating  capacity  is  48  and 
longitudinal,  slat  seats  will  he  used.  The  underframing  of 
these  cars  consist  of  S-in.  steel  channel  side  sills  and  yellow 
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pine  center  sills.  The  Immiiers  are  S-in.  cliannel  iron.  Each 
car  is  equipped  with  two  Brill  niaxiniuni  traolion  trucks  hav- 
ing wheels  of  oM-in.  and  21-in.  diameler:  wheel  base,  4  ft.  S 
in.;  and  axles  of  5-.in.  and  o-in.  diameter.  Split  motor  gears 
are  employed  and  the  gear  ratio  is  16-71.  Each  car  Is  equipped 
with  two  G.  E.  motors  and  two  K-36-F  controllers.  G.  E. 
straight  air  and  St.  Louis  vertical  wheel  brakes  are  used.  The 
special  equipment  includes  the  following:  U.  S.  standard  trol- 
ley stand.  Curtain  Supply  Company's  ring  fixtures  and  K-Pan- 
tasote  curtains,  four  "Star"  ventilators  in  the  closed  compart- 
ment, pneumatic  sanders.  Eclipse  style  "C"  fenders,  G.  E.  gears 
and  pinions,  Brill  journal  boxes,  and  malleable  cups  for  link 
and  pin  couplers. 


TELEPHONES. 

PLUMMER,  IDAHO.— C.  G.  Mead  has  been  granted  a 
franchise  to  Install  a  local  and  long-distance  telephone  sys- 
tem. Mr.  Mead  is  connected  with  the  Interstate  Consolidated 
Telephone  Co..    Work  to  start  at  once. 

SOUTH  BEND,  WASH.— The  United  States  Government 
will  Install  a  telephone  line  from  the  lighthouse  at  North  Cove 
to  this  place,  a  distance  of  about  15  miles.  The  city  has 
granted  all  concessions  for  the  project. 

TACOMA,  WASH.— A  contract  for  the  Sunset  Telephone 
and  Telegraph  Company's  new  sub-station  at  North  Twenty- 
seventh  and  Proctor  streets  has  been  awarded,  at  $25,000,  to 
Westerfield  &  Van  Buskirk,  4111  North  Thirty-sixth  street. 
Orders  have  been  given  to.  rush  plans  for  proposed  sub-sta- 
'  tion  for  South  Bend.  .John  Schlarb,  general  manager,  1101 
South  E  street. 


WATERWORKS. 

HOLTVILLE,  GAL.. — The  Waterworks  bond  issue  recently 
voted  on  was  carried  by  a  large  majority. 

JACKSONVILLE,  CAL.— Work  on  the  new  gravity  water 
system  for  Jacksonville  will  be  resumed  at  once. 

LONG  BEACH,  CAL.— ?S50,000  bonds  for  the  purchase 
by  the  city  of  two  private  water  plants  was  carried  by  a  large 
majority. 

BAKERSFIELD,  CAL. — The  Electric  Water  Co.  will  put  in 
a  plant  in  East  Bakersfield  capable  of  supplying  that  part  of 
the  city  with  water. 

CULVER,  ORE. — The  final  survey  to  locate  the  reser- 
voir site  and  pipe  line  has  been  ijrogressing  for  some  weeks 
and  is  now  about  complete. 

TACOMA,  WASH. — The  Council  has  passed  an  ordinance 
providing  for  the  construction  of  6  in.  and  8  in.  wooden  water 
mains  in  Local  Improvement  District  No.  574  in  Tacoma. 

STOCKTON,  CAL. — Planning  eventually  to  install  a  new 
substation  for  water  supply  in  the  southwestern  part  of  the 
city  the  Pacific  Gas  &  Electric  Company  purchased  an  entire 
block  of  land-  bounded  by  Center,  El  Dorado,  Jackson  and 
Clay  streets. 

OAKLAND,  CAL. — Immediate  extension  of  the  pipe  distri- 
bution system  of  the  Union  or  Bay  Cities  Water  Company 
was  promised  last  week  by  representatives  of  the  concern  at  a 
meeting  of  the  Hopkins  Street  Improvement  Club.  This  means 
that  within  30  days  work  will  be  begun  in  the  laying  of  the 
pipe  system  from  its  present  terminal  at  Sixty-ninth  avenue 
to  the  shores  of  Lake  Merritt.  When  this  is  completed,  one- 
third  of  the  city  will  have  been  covered  by  the  company.  The 
work  of  piping  the  city  of  Alameda  will  be  begun  at  the  same 
time.  A  large  force  of  men  will  be  put  at  work  in  both  cities 
and  the  work  will  be  rushed  to  completion.  Col.  M.  M.  Ogden, 
contract  manager,  appeared  as  the  company's  representative 
at  the  improvement  club  last  evening. 


HERMISTON,  ORE.— Preliminary  work  will  start  in  the 
near  future  on  a  waterworks  system  estimated  to  cost  $20,- 
000.  Deep  wells  are  to  be  the  source  of  supply  and  a  res- 
ervoir will  be  constructed  on  lop  of  Merniiston  Butte.  140 
feet  above  the  city. 

WALNUT  CREEK,  CAL.— Announcement  of  the  forma- 
tion of  a  company  for  the  distribution  of  water  in  Walnut 
Creek  and  adjacent  territory  was  made  by  Judge  A.  S. 
Ormsby,  president  of  the  San  Ramon  Valley  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  at  a  meeting  of  the  Walnut  Creek  Improvement 
Club.     An  unlimited  supply  of  water  has  been  obtained. 

ALBUQUERQUE,  N.  M.— The  Town  Clerk  is  receiving 
sealed  bids  for  the  construction  of  a  waterworks  system,  con- 
sisting of  pumping  plant,  300  gallons  per  minute,  against  350 
ft.  head,  and  curb  intake.  8  miles  of  water  mains,  from  two  to 
ten  inches  in  diameter,  150.000  gallon  steel  tank  and  tower, 
concrete  reservoir. 

TAFT,  CAL.— Officials  of  the  Western  Water  Company 
were  in  Taft  last  week  completing  arrangements  to  establish 
a  larger  plant  In  the  western  part  of  town  for  the  purpose 
of  assisting  in  boosting  the  water  to  25  hill  and  Fellows. 
A  steam  plant  cf  125  h.p.  will  be  installed  there  while  at  the 
other  end  of  the  line  two  250  h.p.  gasoline  engines  will  be 
used. 

PARRAL,  N.  M. — The  Conchos  dam.  situated  several  miles 
from  the  town  of  Santa  Rosalia,  will  be  finished  by  June,  1913. 
The  reservoir  will  be  30  miles  long  and  from  five  to  six  miles 
wide  and  will  have  a  storage  capacity  of  66,000,000,000  cu.  ft. 
of  water.  Conches  River  will  he  used  as  the  main  canal  of  the 
irrigation  system,  from  it  ditches  will  lead  in  all  directions 
in  territory  to  be  irrigated.  J.  G.  McNab  of  Mexico  City  has 
charge   of  work. 

REDWOOD  CITY,  CAL.— In  view  cf  a  possible  water 
famine  in  San  Mateo  County,  the  Supervisors  Monday  directed 
District  Attorney  Swart  to  make  a  report  in  the  matter  of 
water  rights.  The  county,  through  the  Spring  Valley  Water 
Company,  supplies  San  Francisco  with  8,000,000  gallons  of 
water  daily.  Many  sections  of  the  peninsula  are  now  unable 
to  get  water,  and  the  county  fathers  believe  that  local  resi- 
dents should  be  supplied  first. 

BAKERSFIELD,  CAL. — Contracts  for  machinery  and  pipe 
aggregating  $160,000  have  been  let  by  the  Western  Water 
Company  for  the  construction  of  the  water  line  from  the  west 
end  of  Cole's  levee  into  the  West  Side  fields.  Deliveries  are 
guaranteed  in  20  days.  Bids  for  excavating,  hauling  and  lay- 
ing of  the  pipe  are  now  being  advertised  for  and  the  contracts 
will  be  let  within  a  few  days.  Before  another  month  passes 
it  is  expected  that  actual  construction  work  will  be  begun. 
The  company  has  drilled  three  wells  at  its  main  station  at 
the  west  end  of  Cole's  levee  and  three  more  will  be  drilled. 
The  wells  are  drilled  in  a  pit  and  the  pump  then  set  over 
them.  After  the  surface  water  is  pumped  out  the  wells  have 
flowed  over  the  top  of  the  casing  four  feet  higher  than  the 
level  of  the  lake,  indicating  that  the  source  of  supply  has  no 
connection  with  the  lake.  Analysis  of  the  water  proves  it  to 
be  even  purer  than  that  used  in  Bakersfield.  The  supply  is 
abundant  and  sufficient  for  the  needs  of  the  West  Side.  Two 
2."i0  h.p.  pumping  plants  will  be  erected  at  this  point  and  a  12- 
inch  line  will  be  laid  to  Moron,  where  another  station  will  be 
erected  and  a  pumping  plant  installed  to  raise  the  water  to 
two  55,000  barrel  tanks  on  Twenty-five  hill  from  which  stor- 
age the  supply  will  be  gravitated  to  Maricopa  and  pumped 
to  the  north  end  of  the  Midway  field.  Agents  of  the  company 
have  been  securing  contracts  with  good  results  and  practically 
all  of  the  capacity  of  the  line,  40.000  barrels  for  the  present, 
has  been  sold.  The  company  is  incoroprated  for  $200,000  and 
all  the  'capitalization  has  been  subscribed.  The  officers  and 
directors  are  C.  B.  Colby,  president;  Fred  H.  Hall,  vice-presi- 
dent; Ira  Hockheimer.  secretary,  and  T.  M.  Young  and  Walter 
Fisher,   all   of  Bakersfield. 
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Allis-Chalmers  Co 5 

Milwaukee,   Wis. 

San      Francisco,      Jackson 

Bldg.,  Second  &  Natoma 
Los    Angeles,     129-131    E. 

Fifth. 
Portland,   92   First. 
Seattle,  115  Jackson. 

Aluminum  Co.  of  America 

Pittsburg,   Pa. 

San  Francisco,  Monadnock 
Bldg. 

Los  Angeles,  Pacific  Elec- 
tric Bldg. 

Seattle,  Colman  Bldg. 

Ammcan  Circular  Loom  Co. 

Boston,   45  Milk. 
San  Francisco,  770  Folsom. 
Seattle,  416  American  Bank 
Bldg. 

American  Electrical  Heater  Co 

Detroit,   U.    S.   A. 

Aylsworth  Agencies  Co 

San  Francisco,  143  Second. 

B 

Bames-Lindfiley  M(g.  Co 5 

Portland,  Ore. 

Bay  Cities  Home  Telephone  Co.  . 
San    Francisco,    333    Grant 
Ave. 

Benjamin  Electric  Mtg.  Co 

New   York,   27   Thames. 

Chicago,  120-128  S.  San- 
gamon. 

San  Francisco,  151  New 
Montgomery. 

Blake  Signal  and  Mfg.  Co 

Boston,  246  Summer. 

Bonestell  &  Co 5 

San    Francisco,    118    First. 

Bridgeport  Brass  Company 4 

Bridgeport,  Conn. 

c 

Chicago  Fuse  Mfg.  Co 

Chicago,      1014    -   1020     "W. 

Congress. 
New    York,    1    Hudson. 

Colonial   Electrical  Agency  Co 14 

San  Francisco,  576  Mis- 
sion. 

Crocker- Wheeler  Co 

San  Francisco,  195-7  Fre- 
mont. 

D 

D.  &  W.  Fuse  Co 

Providence,  R.   I. 

Dearborn  Orug  &  Chem.  Works 13 

Chicago,   Postal   Bldg. 
San   Francisco,    301   Front. 
Los  Angeles,  355  E  Second 

Duncan  Elec.  Mfg.  Co 

Lafayette,   Indiana. 

San   Francisco,    61   Second. 

E 

Elconomy  Electric  Co.,  The 14 

Warren,  Ohio. 

Electric  Cnlrlr  &  Mfg.  Co.,The.- 
New  York,  50  Church. 
Pittsburg,   515  Prick  Bldg. 
Chicago,    135    Adams. 
Birmingham,     827    Brown- 
Marx  Bldg. 

EUectric  Goods  Mtg.  Co 

Boston,  Mass. 

San  Francisco,  165  Second. 


Electric  Storage  Battery  Co 

Philadelphia.   Pa. 
San  Francisco,  Monadnock 
Bldg. 


Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co 

Chicago,  481  Wabash  ave. 
San  Francisco,  158  First. 
Los  Angeles,  423  E.  Third. 

Farnsworth  Electrical  Works 

San      Francisco,      132  - 138 
Second. 

Fort  Wayne  Electric  Works 

Fort  Wayne,  Ind. 

San  Francisco,  604  Mission. 

Seattle   Colman  Bldg. 


General  Electric  Co . 12 

Schenectady  N.  T. 

San  Francisco,  Union  Trust  Bids. 

Los        Angeles,       124      W. 

Fourth. 
Seattle,   Colman   Bldg. 
Portland,   Worcester  Bldg. 
Atlanta,  Ga. 
Baltimore,   Md. 
Boston,   Mass. 
Buffalo,  N.  Y. 
Butte,   Mont. 
Charleston,  W.  Va. 
Charlotte,   N.    C. 
Chicago,    111. 
Cincinnati,  O. 
Cleveland,    O. 
Columbus,   O. 
Denver,   Colo. 
Detroit,   Mich. 
Indianapolis,  Ind. 
Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Minneapolis,   Minn. 
Nashville,  Tenn.       * 
New   Haven,   Conn. 
New  Orleans,  La. 
New  York,  N.  Y. 
Philadelphia,   Pa. 
Pittsburg,  Pa. 
Richmond,  Va. 
Salt   Lake    City,    Utah. 
St.    Louis.    Mo. 
Syracuse,  N.  Y. 
Spokane,  Wash. 

Goeriz,  O.  C.  &  Co. 

San   Francisco,   916   Postal 
Tel.  Bldg. 

Gould  Storage  Battery  Co 

San     Francisco,     604    Mis- 
sion. 

H 

Habirshaw  Wire  Co 

New  York,   253   Broadway. 

Hammel  Oil  Burner  Company  __ 

Los  Angeles,   640  N.  Main. 

Hitchcock  Military  Academy II 

San  Rafael 

Holtzer-Cabot  Elec.  Co.,  The 

Boston  and  Chicago. 

San  Francisco,  612  Howard. 

Hughes  &  Co.,  E.  C 5 

San    Francisco,     147   -   151 
Minna. 

Hunt,  Mirk&  Co 6 

San  Francisco,  141  Second. 


Indiana  Rubber  &  Ins.  Wire  Co 

Jonesboro,  Indiana. 

J 

Johns-Manville  Co.,  H.  W 

New   York,   100  William. 
San     Francisco,     159     New 

Montgomery. 
Los  Angeles,  222-224  North 

Los  Angeles. 
Seattle,   576  First  Ave.  So. 


K 

Kellogg  Switchb'd  &  Supply  Co.-   2 

Chicago.  , 

San  Francisco.  88  First. 

Kelman  Electric  &  Mfg.  Co. 4 

Los  Angeles,  Cal. 

Klein  &  Sons,  Mathias 5 

Chicago,   Station  U-29. 


Locke  Insulator  Mfg.  Co 

Victor,  N.  Y. 

San  Francisco,  Monadnock 
Bldg. 

Los  Angeles,  Pacific  Elec- 
trical  Bldg. 

Seattle,   Colman   Bldg. 

M 

Machinery  &  Supply  Co 

San  Francisco,  Seventh  cfe 
Harrison. 

Moore,  Chas.  C.  &Co.  Engineers.       I 
San    Francisco,    99    First. 
Los      Angeles,      American 

Bank   Bldg. 
Seattle,  Mutual  Life  Bldg. 
Portland.Wells-FargoBldg. 
Salt  Lake  City,  Atlas  Blk. 
New     York     City,    Fulton 

Bldg. 
Tucson,   Arizona. 

N 

New  York  Insl'td  Wire  Co 

New  York,  114  Liberty. 
San  Francisco,  770  Folsom. 
Seattle,  416  American  Bank 
Bldg. 

O 

Ohio  Brass  Co. ;. 

Mansfield,   Ohio. 

San  Francisco,  Monadnock 
Bldg. 

Los  Angeles,  Pacific  Elec- 
tric  Bldg. 

Seattle,   Colman   Bldg. 

Okonite  Co 14 

New  York,   253   Broadway. 


Pacific  Gas  &  Elect.  Co.,  The 13 

San    Francisco. 

Pacific  Meter  Co. 13 

San    Francisco,    311    Santa 
Marina    Bldg. 

Pacific  Tel.  &  Tel.  Co.,  The 

San  Francisco. 

Partrick  Carter  &  Wilkins  Co 

Philadelphia,  Twenty-sec- 
ond and  Wood. 

Pelton  Water  Wheel  Co.,  The...  13 
San    Francisco,    2219   Har- 
rison. 

Pierson,  Roeding  &  Co. 4 

San  Francisco,  Monadnock 
Bldg. 

Los  Angeles,  Pacific  Elec- 
tric Bldg. 

Seattle,   Colman   Bldg. 


Portland  Wood  Pipe  Co.. 
Portland,  Ore. 


Schaw-Batcher  Co.  Pipe  Works 

Sacramento,    Cal.,    211    J. 
San  Francisco,  356  Market. 

Southern  Pacific  Co. 14 

San  Francisco,  Flood  Bldg. 

Sprague  Electric  Co 5-13 

New     York     City,     527-531 

W.  Thirty-fourth. 
San  Francisco,  Atlas  Bldg. 
Seattle,   Colman   Bldg. 

Standard  Und.  Cable  Co 14 

San  Francisco,  First  Na- 
tional Bank  Bldg. 

Los  Angeles,  Union  Trust 
Bldg. 

Sterling  Paint  Company, 

San  Francisco,  118   First. 


Technical  Book  Shop 1 1 

San  Francisco,  604  Mission. 

Thomas  and  Sons  Co.,  R 

New  York,  227  Fulton. 
Bast  Liverpool,  Ohio. 


Thompson  Co.,  The  Chas.  C 

Chicago,     545-549    Wabash 
ave. 

Tracy  Engineering  Co 5 

San  Francisco,  461  Market. 
Los  Angeles,  Central  Bldg. 


w 


Wagner  Electric  Mfg.  Co._ 
St.  Louis,  Mo. 


Western  Electric  Co 5 

San  Francisco,  680  Folsom. 
Oakland,  507  Sixteenth. 
Los  Angeles,  119  E.  Seventh 
Seattle,  1518  First  Ave.  So. 

Western  Wireless  Equipment  Co.. 

San  Francisco,  Grant  Bldg., 
Seventh  and  Market. 

Westinghouse.  Elec.  &  Mfg.  Co 

Pittsburg,   Pa. 

Los  Angeles,  527  So.  Main. 

Denver,  429  Seventeenth. 

Seattle,  Central  Bldg. 

Salt  Lake  City,  212-214 
So.  W.  Temple. 

San  Francisco,  165  Second. 

Spokane,   Columbia  Bldg. 

Portland,   Couch  Bldg. 

Butte,  Lewisohn  Bldg. 

Canada,  Canadian  -  West- 
inghouse Co.,  Ltd.,  Ham- 
ilton, Ontario. 

Mexico.,  G.  &  O.,  Branift  & 
Co.,  City  of  Mexico. 

Westinghouse  Machine  Co 6 

Pittsburg,  Pa. 

San  Francisco,  141  Second. 

Weston  Elect'I.  Iiutmment  Co 3 

Waverly  Park,  N.  J. 
New   York,   114   Liberty. 
San    Francisco,    682    -    «84 
Mission. 


Wilbur,  a  A 

San  Francisco,  61  Second. 
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CO-OPERATION  IN  TRAIN  HANDLING 


HOW  WE  MAKE  IT  MORE  TANGIBLE 

The  Reliable  Kellogg  Train  Telephone  System 

What  it  is,--  How  it  operates,—  What  it  ac- 
complishes,— The  installation— its  mainte- 
nance, its  economy  and  its  safety— 

Do  you  know? 


n 

^ 
n 


Wire  or  write  today.  If  you  arc  interested,  our  experienced  engineers  will 
explain  every  detail— show  you  Kellogg  train  telephones  in  operation,  prov- 
ing their  certainty,  safety  and  speed. 

If  you  prefer,  we  will  send  by  return  mail  our  new  railway  catalogue  No.  59 
illustrating  and  briefly  describing  our  more  important  standard  types. 

The  successful  railway  executive  is  the  man  whose  subordinates  "pull  to- 
gether." It  is  this  vital  spirit  of  confidence  in  each  unit— co-operation 
that  means  efficient  train  handling. 


gir  No  one  thing  is  a  more  important  aid  to  this  end  than  the  telephone.  Kellogg 
Til    railway  telephones  are  in  operation  today  on  many  of  the  best  known  roads. 


I 


Understand  Kellogg  and  you  know  the  best. 


KELLOGG  SWITCHBOARD  &  SUPPLY  CO. 


San  Francisco  Office,  88  First  St.---Full  Line  Carried  in  Stock 


General  Offices  and  Factory,  Chicago 


FOR       INDEX      TO       ADVERTISEMENTS      SEE       PACE       EIGHT 
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Type  K3  Multiphase  ■ 

Meter  with  Glass 

Case, 


F^ort  V/ayne 

Multipha.vse 

Watthour  Meters 

have  more  special  advantages  than  any  other  on  the 
market,  such  as 

Absolute  protection  from  effects  of  both  external  and  internal 
fields. 

May  be  used  without  current  transformers  up  to  150  amperes 

capacity. 

Absolutely  dust  and  tamper  proof. 

Tobin  Bronze  shaft,  removable  pivot,  diamond  je^vel,  spring 

top  bearing  and  micrometer  magnet  adjustment. 

High  torque,  small  losses  in  current  and  potential  circuits 

These  are  only  a  few  of  the  points  that,  as  an  elec- 
trical man,  you  realize  are  essential  in  the  really  su- 
perior meter.  If  you  want  to  get  the  others  as  well  as 
the  reasons  why  Fort  Wayne  Meters  enjoy  the  rep- 
utation they  do,  send  for  Bulletin  1129. 

FORT  WAYNE  ELECTRIC  WORKS 

OF  GENERAL  ELECTRIC  COMPANY. 
"WOOD"  SYSTEMS 

1615  Broadway,      ^^fC^I-.fcltler      Fort  Wayne,  Ind. 


'Hi  I 


Catalog  No.  10659  —  Roof  or  Wall  Insulator  for  110.000  Volts. 


0-B  Hi-Tension 

Wall  and  Roof  Insulators 

Prompt  Shipment  of  Wall  and  Roof  Insula- 
tors, Bushings,  Tubes,  Switch  Mountings, 
etc.,  of  standard  and  special  designs,  for  all 
voltages. 

New  Supplement  to  Cat.  No.  10  Con- 
tains Full  Listing  of  Newest  Designs 

Write,  for  it  now. 


THE  OHIO  BRASS  CO.,  MANSflELD,  OHIO  s".°^.rc^''c;"^To°'; 


DS    COMPANIES 


ANGELES 


You  Are  Interested 

in  Centrifugal  Pumps  that 
will  prove  reliable  and  dur- 
able in  continuous  service. 
Write  for  Bulletin  No.  1624 


Allis  -  CKalmers    Convpatvy 

General  Offices,  Milwaukee,  Wis.  Offices  in  all  Principal  Cities 
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TRAIN  DESPATCHING  ON  THE  NORTHERN  ELECTRIC 


EY    L.    H,    BALDWIN. 


Another  step  in  the  advancement  of  electrical 
appliances  in  the  operation  of  railroads,  and  one  of 
special  interest  to  those  using  electricity  as  a  motive 
power  has  just  been  demonstrated  with  the  completion 
of  the  telephone  despatching  system  for  the  handling 
of  trains  on  the  Northern  Electric  Railroad  in  Cali- 
fornia. 


a.c.  These  high  tension  lines  parallel  the  railroad 
for  miles  in  many  instances.  It  is  the  fact  of  operating 
successfully  a  telephone  system  with  induction  inter- 
ference either  from  these  high  tension  lines  or  the  elec- 
tric third  rail  that  makes  its  success  of  special  interest. 
It  was  through  the  careful  study  of  these  condi- 
tions and  the  untiring  eiiforts  of  Mr.    T-   P.   Edwards, 


Electric  Locoiiiotivr  and  DuspaichtT's  Ottice. 


This  railroad  operates  between  Sacramento,  Chico 
and  Oroville  in  the  central  part  of  the  State.  Its  track- 
age covers  approximately  one  hundred  miles  of  road- 
bed and  is  operated  by  the  third  rail  system  employ- 
ing, six  hundred  volts  d.c.  supplied  through  substations 
distributed  at  intervals  along  the  right  of  way.  The 
primary  current  supplying  these  substations  ranges 
from    twenty-two    hundred    to    sixty    thousand    volts 


the  electrical  and  mechanical  engineer  of  the  railroad, 
that  the  line  was  so  constructed  to  entirely  overcome 
any  electrical  disturbances  arising  therefrom.  The 
excellent  result  olstained  can  1)e  realized  from  the  fact 
that  the  line  is  so  quiet  that  the  tick  of  a  watch  can  i)e 
heard  over  its  entire  length. 

Three  distinct  ways  of  communication  have  been 
provided;  a  despatcher's  circuit  for  despatching  trains, 
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Telegnaph   Line     Iron 


Connmerciol  Telephone  Line   Coppef 


Cut  oul  p'uQ 


E 


\i. 


.■t».rpi„,^  " 


^ 


ai 


TactjifAPH  Set 


Extension  TtLEi^fftPH  set 

VViRir.jq     DiA^f^AM   Of" 

Di5PATCHEf^3  Office  ScmeoulE/A 


NOFfTMEI^rsi      ELECTF^IC    RV    CO. 


4Edisoo  LeLonde 
Bol^cics 


[_-x/7  Aute  Sending    Keij 
^^J*7fcL  BrBo»tplotc 


Schedule  A 

3£Stc.tion  QiM  Cooirv-r  oo.fh  2o  Kea'  t-'>'"pi«'« 

3-  5'^Oit   piote  tr'anim.ft«r3  *R9Ceivcr5  ffOfri  jocrt  box 

I    F.e^.pnonc  0'^a'^S3'*  Suo  c3e:rt  act 

I'SeOea"  selo-ic'2Ei*  or,  ccnmertoi  line 


8   Teitfcjnapn  Set  cnTeicqraph.une 


z  ese. 


Despatcher's  Wiring  Diagram  of  Northern  Eloctric  Company 


a  Straight   magneto  telephone   circuit   for  commercial  the  battery  circuit  through  a  lamp  resistance  as  soon 

work,   and   a   Morse  telegraph   circuit    for   emergency  as  the  switch  opening  the  batteries  from  the  line  is 

work.  operated.     AVhen  not  in  use  the  telegraph  relays  are 

The  telegraph   instruments  are   looped   from   one  shorted  out  of  the  line  circuit  through  a  regular  plug 

side  of  the  commercial  circuit,  a  one  microforad  con-  type  telegraph  switchboard  provided  at  each  station, 
denser  being  bridged  across  the  loop  at  each  station 


J.  p.  Edvv.ards.  Electrical  and  Meclianical 
Engineer  in  Charge 

SO  that  the  telephone  voice  currents  or  the  a.c.  calling 
currents  are  not  interfered  with.  The  telegraph  bat- 
teries are  fed  from  each  end  of  the  line,  and  when  not 
in  use  are  cut  ofif  by  means  of  switches.  As  these 
batteries  are  of  the  closed  circuit  gravity  type  it  was 
necessary  to  provide  a  means  of  keeping  the  batter- 
ies working  when  not  in  use.  This-  is  accomplished  by 
so  arranging  a  switch  that  it  will  automatically  close 


Dispatcher  at  Desk 

The  commercial  circuit  is  of  standard  magneto 
construction,  using  sixteen  hundred  ohm  ringers'  and 
five  bar  a.c.  generators.  The  instruments,  however, 
are  specially  wired  and  equipped  so  that  the  way- 
station  operators,  by  the  use  of  a  double  pole,  double 
throw  switch,  can  use  the  same  telephone  on  either 
commercial  or  despatcher's  line. 

The  despatcher's  circuit  is  a  metallic  line  of  two 
hundred  and  ten  pound  copper,  and  no  ground  con- 
nections are  necessary  for  its  operation.  The  Ivellogg 
Switchboard  &  Supply  Compan)r's  standard  railway 
telephone   apparatus   is   used   in   connection   with   the 
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Gill  main  line  selector.  An  automatic  calling  key 
cabinet  is  provided  at  the  despatcher's  desk,  this  cabi- 
net beino-  e(iui]iped  with  a  separate  key  for  each 
selector  on  the  line.     Each   key  has  a  qi\en  number. 


Detailed  View  Despatclicr's  Switchboard 

and  a  designation  strip  is  also  placed  over  each  row 
of  keys  to  indicate  the  names  of  the  various  stations. 
The   selector   bell   of  the   station   desired   is   rung  by 


Sacramento  Way  Station  showing  Switclies  and  Simplex  Coils 

the  sending  of  the  proper  combination  of  d.c.  current 
impulses  over  the  line.  This  is  accomplished  by  turn- 
ing the  automatic  sending  key  which  operates  a  train 
of  gears  similar  to  the  familiar  district  messenger 
call  box,  and  this  in  turn  operates  a  pony  relay  which 


feeds  the  selector  battery  direct  to  the  line.  .\11  the 
selectors  receive  these  d.c.  impulses,  but  (jiih'  the 
selector  set  to  the  correct  cumbination  of  impulses 
rings  its  bell.  The  despatcher  is  supi)osed  to  l^e  on 
the  line  at  all  times  ready  to  receive  communications 
from  any  station  without  being  signalled.  If  for  any 
reason  he  should  leave  his  desk,  Ijy  removing  his  tele- 
phone set  plug  from  the  jack  a  bell  is  automatically 
cut  across  the  line.  If  a  way-station  cjperator  fails 
to  find  the  despatcher  when  he  calls  on  the  line,  b'.' 
a  slight  turn  of  the  hand  generator  this  bell  can  be 
rung. 

The  telephone  instruments  at  the  way-stations 
are  ecjuipped  with  condensers  and  so  wired  that  they 
can  be  used  on  either  commercial  or  despatcher's  line, 
without  interfering  in  any  way  with  the  various  calls 
which  might  be  going  over  the  lines.  Each  way- 
station  set,  as  well  as  the  despatcher's  instrument,  is 
provided  with  a  cut-out  button.  This  button  is  so 
wired  in  the  telephone  circuit  that  when  in  the  normal 
position  the  receiving  efficiency  in  greatly  increased, 
and  when  operated  the  outgoing  transmission  is  like- 
wise increased. 


w 

'  1 

^^^^^^^B,JT'       "     ' 

Field  Telephone  Box 

Instead  of  equipping  all  trains  with  portable  sets, 
all  sidings  and  way  stations  where  regular  offices  are 
not  maintained  have  been  provided  with  siding  boxes 
containing  a  telephone  set  ec]uipped  to  operate  on 
either  commercial  or  despatcher's  line.  These  sets  are 
provided  with  a  double  pole  double  throw  switch  so 
that  the  instrument  can  be  used  on  either  line  as 
desired.  The  boxes  are  locked  with  station  railway 
locks,  and  a  switch  key  will  let  anyone  authori/ced  to 
use  the  instruments  have  access  to  same. 

The  line  is  divided  into  six  divisions,  and  by  the 
placing  of  knife  switches  at  these  division  points  patch- 
ing stations  have  been  established.  I!y  the  operation 
of  these  station  switches,  under  the  direction  of  the 
despatcher,  that  portion  of  any  line  in  trouble  can  l)e 
patched  around  by  using  the  line  wires  of  the  com- 
mercial circuit  until  same  can  be  put  in  order  by  the 
troubleman. 

The  entire  system  was  manufactured  and  installed 
under  the  direction  of  the  Kellogg  Switchboard  & 
Supply  Company,  who,  with  the  aid  of  the  engineer- 
ing force  of  the  Northern  Electric  Company,  have 
marked  another  step  in  the  advancement  of  this  latest 
means  of  transmission  in  the  handling  of  trains, 
which  is  being  so  generally  adopted  by  the  railroads  to 
replace  the  telegraph. 
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NEW   METHOD   OF   WATER   MEASUREMENT 
BY  USE  OF  ELBOWS  IN  PIPE  LINE. 

BY    G.\SKELL    S.    JACOBS    ANFJ    FRANCIS    A.    SOOY. 

This  article  deals  with  the  experimental  deter- 
mination of  a  new  method  of  water  measurements  in 
pipes.  A  formula  is  deduced  whereby  the  velocity 
flowing  in  pipes  can  be  determined  by  simply  boring 
taps  at  the  inner  and  outer  edges  of  an  elbow  in  the 
pipe  line  itself  and  by  reading  the  difference  in  eleva- 
tion of  the  water  columns  of  the  inner  tap  and  outer 
tap  the  velocity  of  the  water  may  be  computed  after 


Fi^.  1.  Location  of  Taps  for  Three  Sizes  of  Elbow 

measuring  the  radius  of  the  bend  and  diameter  of  the 
elbow.     It  is  experimentally  established  that 

1.9 


5.60 


'4^ 


Throughout  this  discussion  the  following  notation 
is  used : 

V  =  velocity   in   feet  per   second. 

r  =  mean  radius  of  bend    (in  feet). 

d  =  internal  diameter  of  elbow   (in  feet). 

h  =  difference  in  height  of  outer  and  inner  water 
columns  (in  feet). 

O  ^  discharge    (in    second    feet). 

n  ^  an  exponent. 

A,  B,  C,  numerical  constants. 


F/on 


Figr.  2.  Variations  of  Tap  Distances  in  Elbows 

Of  the  present  methods  of  measuring  the  discharge 
of  a  pipe  line,  the  Pitot  Tube  and  the  Venturi  ATeter 
are  the  most  common.  The  former  has  the  objection 
that  skill  and  time  and  the  use  of  a  delicately  con- 
structed instrument  are  required  to  arrive  at  a  satis- 
factory measure  of  flow,  while  the  latter  requires  an 
expensive  installation  and  results  in  a  considerable  loss 
of  head  in  the  throat  piece.  With  these  facts  in  mind 
it  was  suggested  to  the  authors  to  investigate  the  pos- 
sibilities of  the  use  of  a  ninety  degree  elbow  with 
properly  placed  taps  as  a  measuring  device  on  a'  pipe 
line.  It  had  been  observed  and  may  also  be  shown 
from  analytical  considerations  that  there  is  a  differ- 
ence in  pressure  between  the  concave  and  convex  side 
of  an  elbow.  This  fact  formed  the  basis  of  the  inves- 
tigation. 


The  purpose  of  this  paper  is,  in  presenting  the  re- 
sults of  a  series  of  tests  on  elbows,  to  show  that  there 
exists  a  consistent  relation  between  the  flow  of  water 
through  an  elbow  and  the  difference  in  head  between 
the  convex  and  concave  sides  of  the  bend,  also  to  show 
the  possibilities  of  the  use  of  an  elbow  as  a  measur- 
ing device. 

The  general  problem  was  to  determine  the  differ- 
ence in  pressure  between  the  convex  and  the  concave 
sides  of  the  bend  for  a  series  of  velocities  in  the  elbows, 
and  for  as  many  elbows  as  were  available. 

The  elbows  used  in  this  work  are  such  as  may  be 
found  on  ordinary  water  mains,  namely,  4  in.  and  6  in. 
cast  iron  elbows  with  bell  joints,  and  a  3^  in.  flanged 
cast  iron  elbow.  In  their  selection,  we  took  care  that 
the  interior  surface  was  reasonably  smooth,  which  we 
examined  by  means  of  the  insertion  of  an  incandescent 
lamp.  We  also  took  care  that  there  was  no  very 
large  variation  in  cross  section,  and  where  necessary 
to  secure  this. condition,  any  projection  on  the  interior 
surface  was  chipped.  The  elbows  were  then  carefully 
calipered  for  interior  diameters  in  both  horizontal  and 
vertical  planes  and  at  a  number  of  sections  along  the 
curves.  These  measurements  were  well  within  one- 
half  of  one  per  cent  of  the  correct  values.  The  mean 
diameter  was  taken  as  the  average  of  all  the  calipered 
diameters  and  the  area  of  cross  section  was  assumed 
to  be  that  of  a  circle,  having  this  mean  diameter. 

The  mean  radius  of  the  elbow  was  found  by  fitting 
cardboard  templets  to  the  concave  and  convex  sides 
of  the  elbows,  thus  determining  the  inner  and  outer 
radius  respectively,  and  the  mean  of  these  was  taken  as 
the  radius  of  the  bend.  These  radii  are  known  to 
within  five  one-hundredths  of  an  inch. 

DETAILS  OF  THE  6  IN.  BELL  ELBOW. 

Description — Standard  Cast  Iron  90  degrees,  6  in.  Bell  Elbow. 

Taps — 1  pair  (at  middle  of  bend). 

Radius  of  Bend — 

Outer    12.40  inches 

Inner   5.45  inches 

Mean 5.92   inches 

Mean  Radius  of  Bend   0.743  feet 

Diameter    (internal). 

Horizontal  Vertical 

(inches)  (inches) 

6.10  6.1.";  6.15  6.00 

6.15  6.15  6.05  6.00 

6.15  6.17  6.00  5.98 

6.13  6.14  6.00  6.00 

6.15  6.10  -  5.96  6.05 

Average  Diameter — 6.07  inches. 
Average    Diameter — 0.506    feet. 

Area   of   Section — 

Area  of  circular  section 0.506   ft.   in  diameter 

0.201   sq.  ft. 

Ratio  Radius  to  Diameter — 

r    1.47 

d 

DETAILS    OP    THE    4    IN.    BELL   ELBOW. 
Description — Standard  cast  iron   90  degrees,   4   in.  Bell   Elbow. 
Taps — 5  pairs   (see  sketch.  Fig.  2). 
Radius  of  Bend — 

Outer    12.60   inches 

Inner   7.20   inches 

Mean   9.90  inches 

Mean  Radius  of  Bend    0.825   feet 

Diameter    (Internal). 

Horizontal  Vertical 

(inches)  (inches) 

3.S7  3.90 

3.80  3.80 

3.80  3.80 

385  4.00 

3.80  3.90 

Average   Diameter 3.84  inches 

0.320  feet 
Area  of  Section — 

Area  of  circular  section  of  diameter 0.320  feet 

0.0S04  sq.  ft. 
Ratio  Radius  to  Diameter — 

r     2.48 

d 
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DETAILS  OF  THE  3%  IN.  ELBOW. 

Description — Standard  Cast  Iron-  90  deg,  3%   in.  Flanged  Elbow. 

Taps — 1  pair  (at  middle  of  bend) 

Radius  of  Bend — 

Outer    7.20   inches 

Inner    2.50   inches 

Mean    4.85  inches 

Mean  Radius  of  Bend   0.404   feet 

Diameter   (Internal)  — 

Average    Diameter    3.44   inches 

0.287   feet 

Area  of  Section — 

Area   of   circular   section 0.2S7  feet  diameter 

0.0645  square  feet 

Ratio  Radius  to  Diameter — 

r   1.41 


The  pressure  taps  were  placed  radially  in  the 
concave  and  convex  sides  of  the  elbow  at  the  middle 
of  the  curve,  and  in  a  horizontal  plane  which  we  as- 
sumed to  coincide  with  the  break  of  the  molds.  These 
openings   were   carefully   drilled    ( Xo.    19   drill   used). 


All  the  elbows  were  tested  in  a  horizontal  posi- 
tion. The  approach  consisted  of  a  flaring  intake 
from  a  bulkhead  and  three  two-foot  lengths  of  gal- 
vanized iron  pipe  of  the  same  diameter  as  the  inside 
of  the  elbow.  The  joint  with  the  elbow  was  tightly 
caulked  with  a  packing  of  cotton  waste  and  a  mixture 
of  resin  and  paraffine  applied  hot.  The  discharge  was 
a  single  two-foot  length  of  galvanized  iron  pipe  simi- 
larly joined  to  the  elbow.  In  all  the  tests  the  ap- 
proach, and  elbow,  and  discharge  were  submerged  so  as 
to  be  sure  that  the  elbow  was  running  full  of  water. 
The  approach  and  discharge  were  aligned  with  their 
respective  tangents,  and  the  arrangement  firmly  fas- 
tended  to  maintain  the  alignment  throughout  the  test. 

The  flow  through  the  elbow  was  maintained  b}-  an 
impeller    pump,    direct    connected    to    a    single-phase 


Fig.  3.  Detail  o(  Hydraulic  Control  for  Tests 


then  tapped  and  fitted  with  a  threaded  brass  tube  to 
which  the  gage  tubes  were  attached.  On  the  inside 
of  the  elbow  a  file  was  used  to  remove  any  projection 
about  the  opening,  so  as  to  leave  it  perfectly  even 
with  the  interior  wall  of  the  elbow.  The  location  of 
these  taps  for  each  elbow  is  indicated  by  sketches  as 
shown  in  A,  B  and  C,  Fig.  1,  which  also  show  the 
elbows  in  detail.  Note  that  in  the  four-inch  elbow 
five  pairs  of  taps  were  drilled  to  obtain  an  estimate 
of  how  the  difference  in  pressures  varied  along  the 
curves. 

The  gage  consisted  of  an  inverted  glass  U-tube 
of  about  3/16  in.  interior  diameter  suspended  verti- 
cally above  and  connected  by  rubber  tubing  to  the 
brass  taps  on  the  elbow.  The  difference  in  the  water 
levels  of  the  two  sides  of  the  gage  gave  directly  the 
difference  in  pressure  between  the  convex  and  con- 
cave sides  of  the  elbow. 


motor,  and  was  measured  by  standard  2^  inch  cir- 
cular orifices  discharging  under  a  constant  head  of 
6  inches  above  their  centers.  The  flow  was  varied  by 
using  a  greater  or  a  less  number  of  orifices  at  a  time, 
there  being  fourteen  available.  The  orifices  were  all 
in  the  same  vertical  plane  6  inches  to  center.  The 
entire  equipment,  elbow,  discharge,  intake,  orifices 
and  pumps  were  contained  in  a  circulating  tank  which 
is  shown  in  Fig.  3. 

The  head  on  the  orifices  was  kept  constant  at 
6  inches  above  their  centers  by  the  use  of  a  multiple 
spillway  (see  sketch)  in  the  forebay.  having  about  200 
lineal  feet  of  spillway  length.  The  orifices  were  then 
carefully  calibrated,  and  when  not  in  use  were  kept 
greased  to  prevent  rusting  or  change.  Calibration  was 
performed  by  measuring  the  flow  for  a  known  in- 
terval of  time  in  a  tank  of  known  dimensions.  .A 
number  of  the  orifices  were  thus  calibrated  alone  and 
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the  average  discharge  for  each  one  was  found  to  be 
0.142  second  feet  very  closely,  with  the  constant  head 
of  6  in.  above  the  center  of  the  orifice.  In  order  to 
determine  whether  the  flow  from  any  one  orifice  was 
affected  by  the  flow  from  an  adjacent  one,  they  were 
re-calibrated  under  these  conditions,  but  there  was  no 
appreciable  difference.  As  a  further  precaution  against 
interference  of  flow,  permanent  wing  partitions  had 
been  placed  between  the  orifices,  extending  back  into 
the  fore-bay.    For  the  calibration  data  see  Table  I. 

TABLE    I. 

CALIBRATION    OF    ORIFICES. 

Dimensions  of  Calibration  Tank  34%x36i4. 

Time  Rise  Discliarge 

(Seconds)  (Inches)  (sec.   ft.) 

70  13.62  0.141 

65  12.69  0.141 

60  11.94  0.143 

60  11.81  0.142 

60  11.81  0.142 


Orifice 

Number 

.    7 

6 

5 

4 

3 


Average  discliarge  for  one  orifice   (cu.  ft.  per  sec.)    0.142 
A  B  C  O 
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Bend. 


The  first  set  of  readings  were  taken  on  the  6  in. 
elbow,  over  a  range  of  velocities  from  0.7  to  7.0  linear 
feet  per  second  in  the  elbow  and  the  readings  of  the 
gage  for  each  of  these  gave  at  once  the  difference  in 
head  between  the  convex  and  concave  sides  of  the 
bend.  When  the  flow  in  the  elbow  became  constant 
there  was  very  little  vibration  of  the  water  columns 
in  the  gage,  so  that  close  readings  were  possible,  only 
a  slight  tapping  being  necessary  to  insure  the  sta- 
bility of  the  water  columns.  The  zero  reading  of 
the  gage  was  checked  from  time  to  time  during  the 
test.  Plotting  the  results  on  logarithmic  cross  section 
paper  as  in  Fig.  5,  shows  conclusively  that  the  differ- 
ence in  head  varies  very  closely  to  the  1.9  power  of 
the  velocity.  This  convinced  us  that  for  any  partic- 
ular elbow  the  variation  was  at  least  consistent. 

With  a  tapered  intake,  a  considerable  length  of 
approach,  and  a  smooth  joint  at  the  elbow,  we  felt 
sure  that  the  water  reached  the  curve  in  a  state  of 
normal  flow,  i.  e.,  the  distribution  of  velocities  in  the 
approach  was  very  closely  that  of  a  long  straight  pipe 
with  no  obstructions.  In  order  to  determine  whether 
an  obstruction  in  the  approach  a  short  distance  from  the 
elbow  affected  the  reading  of  the  gage  due  to  the  result- 
ing disturbance  in  water  in  the  approach,  a  brick  was 
placed  across  the  intake  so  as  to  direct  the  water 
into  the  approach  in  a  divided  stream,  which  later 
joined  in  the  pipe.  Such  conditions  as  these  are  com- 
mon on  water  mains,  there  being  all  sorts  of  disturb- 
ances due  to  the  presence  of  gates,  tees  and  deposits 
in  the  pipe.  The  obser\'ations  taken  with  the  ob- 
structions showed  that  little  or  no   change  was  pro- 


duced due  to  this  cause.  We  thus  satisfied  ourselves 
that  the  condition  of  the  advancing  stream  caused  by 
disturbance  say  10  diameters  above  the  elbow  is  of 
little  moment  as  regards  the  difference  of  heads  be- 
tween the  convex  and  concave  sides  of  the  elbow.  See 
data  sheet  for  6  inch  elbow  tests,  Table  II. 

TABLE  II. 
TESTS  ON  6  IN.   ELBOW. 
Q  Vel.  in  DifE.  in  Head 

(sec.  ft.)     elbow  (cm)  (ft) 

Orifices.  (ft.  sec.)  Remarks 

1  0.142  .71  0.4  .0131         Head  on  orifices 

0.5 


2 

0.2S4 

1.41 

1.3 

.0430 

3 

0,426 

2.12 

3.2 

.1025 

4 

0.568 

2.83 

5.5 

.180 

Jan.  27,  '09,  nor- 

5 

0.710 

3.54 

8.7 

.286 

mal      flow      dis- 

6 

0.852 

4.25 

12.4 

.410 

charge      com- 

7 

0.994 

4.96 

16.8 

.555 

pletely    covered 

S 

1.036 

5.66 

21.2 

.697 

Gage   O.  K. 

9 

1.278 

6.36 

26.0 

.850 

10 

1.420 

7.07 

30.9 

1.013 

6 

0.852 

4.25 

12.0 

.395 

5 

0.710 

3.54 

9.2 

.302 

4 

0.568 

2.83 

6.4 

.219 

Normal    flow. 

3, 

0.426 

2.12 

3.5 

.114 

2 

0.284 

1.41 

1.8 

.0590 

Discharge        cov- 

1 

0.142 

.71 

0.5 

.0164 

ered. 
(7-10  out  rejected 
as    discharge   not 
covered). 

1 

0.142 

.71 

0.4 

.0131 

2 

0.284 

1.41 

1.4 

.0460 

Jan.  23,  '09,  O.  K. 

3 

.426 

2.12 

3.0 

.099 

all. 

4 

.568 

2.83 

5.3 

.174 

5 

.710 

3.54 

8.5 

.277 

6 

.852 

4.25 

12.1 

.397 

I 

.994 

4.96 

16.4 

.540 

S 

1.036 

5.66 

21.4 

.700 

9 

1.27S 

6.36 

26.1 

.851 

1 

0.142 

.71 

■0.55 

.0180 

2 

0.284 

1.41 

1.5 

.0490 

Jan.   29,  09. 

3 

.426 

2.12 

3.25 

.107 

4 

.568 

2.83 

5.7 

.186 

Intake     obstruct- 

5 

.710 

3.54 

9.0 

.295 

ed      with      brick. 

6 

.852 

4.25. 

12.5 

.411 

D  i  s  c  h  arge     ob- 

7 

.994 

4.96 

16.8 

.555 

s  t  r  u  c  t  e  d    with 

8 

1.036 

.5.66 

20.9 

.685 

bricks. 

The  next  set  of  tests  on  the  4  in.  elbow  was  per- 
formed to  check  up  the  relations  found  in  the  6  in. 
elbow  and  also  to  investigate  the  variation  in  the  dif- 
ference of  pressures  for  various  points  along  the  bend. 
Plotting  the  results  of  the  run  on  the  4  in.  elbow  con- 
firms the  variation  in  head  with  the  1.9  power  of  the 
velocity  as  found  in  the  6  in.  elbow. 

To  investigate  the  pressures  along  the  bend  be- 
tween the  convex  and  concave  sides,  five  pairs  of 
radial  taps  were  placed  as  follows : 

Taps   A — at  entrance  tangent. 

Taps  B — 30  deg.  from  entrance. 

Taps  C — 45  deg.  from  entrance  (at  middle  of  bend) 

Taps  D — 60  deg.  from  entrance. 

Taps  E — at  discharge  tangent. 

See  B,  Fig.  1. 

Simultaneous  readings  of  all  five  gages  were  taken 
for  various  velocities  as  tabulated  in  Table  III,  and 
the  curves,  Fig.  4,  were  plotted  showing  as  abscissae 
the  center  line  of  the  elbow  developed  and  as  ordinates 
the  gage  readings,  for  various  velocities  through  the 
elbow.  These  curves  show  that  the  maximum  differ- 
ence in  pressures  occurs  at  the  middle  of  the  bend  and 
for  sections  near  the  middle  it  is  veiy  nearly  the  same. 
Note  also  that  the  difference  in  pressures  at  the  dis- 
charge tangent  is  less  than  that  at  entrance  tangent, 
due,  perhaps,  to  the  greatly  disturbed  condition  of  the 
water  when  it  reaches  the  end  of  the  curve. 

As  mentioned  above,  the  difference  in  pressures 
for  sections  near  the  middle  are  very  nearly  the  same, 
the  pressures  being  measured  for  taps  radially  oppo- 
site. It  was  thought  that  in  practice,  the  pair  of  taps 
might  not  be  placed  radially  opposite,  and  the  ques- 


July   22,    1911.] 


JOURNAL    OF    ELECTRICITY,    POWER    AND    GAS 


75 


tion  arose  whether  this  would  give  diiierent  reatHiigs 
of  the  gage  than  for  radially  opposite  taps.  The  gages 
were  re-arranged  as  shown  in  B.  Fig.  2.  The  angular 
displacement  of  taps  from  radial  opposition  is  15  de- 


from  the  corresijonding  gages  correctly  placed  even 
with  the  displacement  15  degrees.  With  small  dis- 
placements, as  might  occur  in  practice  the  error  would 
certainly  be  negligible. 
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Fig.     5.     Logarithmic 

grees  for  taps  C  and  D,  and  30  degrees  for  B, 
A  and  E  remaining  the  same.  In  using  the  middle 
pair  of  taps  a  displacement  of  15  degrees  would 
be  quite  improbable  in  practice.  The  readings  of  all 
the  gages  are  tabulated  in  Set  No.  2,  Table  III,  and 
show  in  no  case  a  greater  variation  than  2  per  cent 


J  4-        3      6      7    8    S  /O     'S    /4  lb  I8S0     S5    JO 

/n  e/boyv  ^/"/.perSec.) 

Plots    ot    Velocity. 

The  question  of  the  condition  of  the  approach  to 
the  elbow  and  its  effect  on  the  difference  in  pressures 
was  very  clearly  shown  in  the  test  on  a  3^  in.  flanged 
elbow.  In  this  test  the  flow  was  measured  over  a 
2.5  foot  rectangular  fully  contracted  weir  in  the  Hy- 
draulic   Laboratory   of  the   University  of  California. 
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TABLE   III. 
TESTS  ON  4-IN.  ELBOW. 


Feb.    9-12,    1909. 
See  A,   Fig.   1,   for  position  of  gages  as  designated  below. 


Number  of 
Orifices.     A 


16.1 
16, .3 
16.1 
10.6 
10.4 
10.3 
4.7 
4.4 
1.37 
1.33 
1.34 


B 

17. S 

17.9 

17.4 

11.4 

10.8 

10.7 
4.85 
4.86 
1.25 
1.22 
1.21 


SET    NO.    1. 
Gage  Readings   (CM) 
-  -  E 


C 

18.8 

18.9 

18.4 

12.2 

11.8 

11.5 
5.27 
5.20 
1.25 
1.31 
1.29 


D 

18.3 
18.3 
17.5 
11.5 
10.9 
10.9 
4.95 
4.90 
1.23 
1.24 
1.23 


13.7 
1.40 
1.35 
9.0 
8.5 
8.2 
3.90 
3.85 
1.04 
1.03 
1.00 


Remarks. 

Discharge     bare- 
ly covered. 


Discliarge    c  o  v 
ered. 


Bulkhead      leak- 
ing  slightly. 


SET  NO.   2. 

MAL  ARRANGEMENT  OF  TAPS. 

See   B,   Fig.    2. 


Number 

of 

Gage 

Readings 

(CM)              E. 

ema 

rks. 

Orifices. 

A 

B' 

C 

D' 

B 

4 

16.8 

17.4 

18.8 

18.1 

14.9 

Discliarge 

bare- 

4 

16.9 

17.5 

19.3 

17.9 

13.4 

ly  covered 

1. 

4 

17.3 

17.9 

19.4 

18.3 

14.0 

3 

10.3 

10.7 

11.7 

10.9 

S.5 

3 

10.3 

10.5 

11.5 

10.8 

8.4 

Bulkhead 

tight. 

3 

10.1 

10.5 

11.4 

10.8 

8.2 

RESUME  OF  TESTS  ON  4  IN.  ELBOW. 

Number 

of 

Discharge 

Velocity 

Gage 

Height 

Orifices 

(sec.  ft.) 

(ft.  sec) 

CM 

Ft. 

1 

0.142 

1.77 

1.29 

.0424 

2 

0.284 

3.53 

5.23 

.172 

3 

0.426 

5.30 

11.8 

.388 

4 

0.568 

7.06 

18.7 

.614 

TABLE   IV. 

TEST  ON 

31/2  IN.   ELBOW, 

February 

19, 

1909. 

Actual 

Vel.  in 

Weir  head 

Discharge 

Elbow 

Gage 

Reading 

ft. 

sec.   ft. 

ft.   sec. 

Inches 

Feet 

.079 

0.194 

3.01 

2.68 

.223 

.097 

0.250 

3.83 

4.5 

.375 

.125 

0.380 

5.89 

9.3 

.775 

.126 

0.385 

5.97 

9.5 

.791 

.163 

0.556 

8.63 

19.0 

1.582 

.167 

0.580 

8.99 

19.8- 

1.649 

.163 

t).580 

8.99 

19.8 

1.649 

.193 

0.718 

11.14 

29.4 

2.45 

.196 

0.734 

11.39 

31.0 

2.58 

.197 

0.734 

11.39 

31.6 

2.63 

,210 

0.812 

12.60 

39.4 

3.28 

.224 

0.890 

13.81 

46.3 

3.86 

.227 

0.910 

14.11 

47.0 

3.92 

.227 

0.910 

14.11 

48.0 

4.00 

.237 

0.965 

14.96 

54. 

4.50 

,238 

0.972 

15.07 

54.9 

4.57 

.248 

1.036 

16.06 

62.0 

5.17 

Note:     Width  of  Weir  on  crest,  2.5  feet. 

The  elbow  was  placed  in  a  horizontal  position  in  the 
bottom  of  the  weir  box,  and  the  flow  maintained  by  a 
centrifugal  pump.  The  approach  consisted  of  a  long 
horizontal  discharge  line  from  the  pump — a  4  in.  90 
degree  elbow,  then  a  5  ft.  vertical  length  of  4  in. 
casing,  then  a  3}4  in.  elbow,  then  a  3  foot  horizontal 
run  of  4  in.  casing,  so  that  the  water  made  two  right- 
angle  turns  before  reaching  the  test  elbow.  The  test 
elbow  bolted  through  its  flanges  to  the  approach  with 
a  rubber  ring  gasket  between  flanges  and  the  discharge 
v/as  a  similarly  joined  2  ft.  length  of  4  in.  casing.  A 
single  pair  of  taps  at  the  middle  of  the  bend  was  used. 
A  variation  of  velocities  of  from  three  to  sixteen 
linear  feet  per  second  through  the  elbow  was  obtained, 
the  latter  being  higher  than  would  ordinarily  occur 
in  practice.  Due  to  the  pulsatory  nature  of  the  flow 
at  high  velocities,  considerable  vibration  of  the  gage 
levels  was  encountered,  but  by  noting  the  swing  and 
taking  the  mean,  consistent  readings  were  obtained  as 
is  shown  in  the  curve,  Fig.  S,  plotted  from  the  results 
in  Table  IV.  The  approach  in  this  case  was  such 
as  to  produce  considerable  disturbance  in  the  flow  to- 
ward the  elbow,  yet  the  results  were  not  appreciably 
afifected.  This  further  substantiates  the  fact  that  nor- 
mal flow  is  regained  in  a  length  of  ten  diameters.     In 


this  case  as  in  the  4  in.  and  6  in.  elbows,  the  varia- 
tion in  head  adheres  to  the  1.9  power  in  velocity. 

Having  completed  the  experimental  work  it  was 
next  necessary  to  develop  the  relations  found  in  the 
experiments  in  the  shape  of  a  formula  which  would 
summarize  closely  the  entire  set  of  tests,  and  which 
would  be  of  practical  application.  From  the  loga- 
rithmic curves  plotted  in  Fig.  5  there  can  be  no  doubt 
but  that  the  relation 

h=A(v)i-9 
holds  for  each  elbow,  for  the  tangent  of  the  angle  that 
each  line  makes  with  the  horizontal  is  very  close  to 
1.9,  which  logarithmic  cross  section  paper  corresponds 
to  above  equation.  It  will  be  noticed  that  points  cor- 
responding to  low  velocities  do  not  lie  as  close  to  the 
curve  as  those  for  higher  velocities,  this  being  due  of 
course  to  the  greater  percentage  error  in  reading  small 
differences  in  head. 

The  next  step  was  to  deduce  an  expression  in- 
volving the  various  constants  of  the  elbow  in  the 
general  constant  A  in  the  equation  h=  A  (v)'-^.  From 
the  centrifugal  nature  of  the  flow,  it  is  natural  to  sup- 
pose that  the  pressure  difference,  which  is  analagous 
to  centrifugal  force,  varies  inversely  as  the  radius  of 
the  curve.  Since  the  difference  in  pressures  depends 
on  difference  in  radial  distance  from  the  center,  of  the 
points  at  which  the  effects  are  measured,  it  is  prob- 
able that  the  difference  in  pressure  heads  varies  with 
the  diameter.    Therefore  the  constant  A  may  be  recast 

d      . 
into  the  form    B  —  and  in  its  most  general   form  the 
r 

d 
formula  becomes  h  =  B  —  v'-' 

r 
However,  in  practice,  v  is  the  dependent  variable  and 
hence  its  more  useful  form  would  be. 


^5.60 


'■'>T 


for  this  gives  the  required  velocity  in  terms  of  the 
measured  quantities  and  a  coefficient  which  we  shall 
now  evaluate.  Substituting  values  for  v,  h,  r,  and  d  for 
a  number  of  cases  for  each  elbow  we  have 

For  6"       elbow  C^5.S8. 

For  4"       elbow  C  =  5.61. 

For  dy/'  elbow  C  =  5.74. 
The  value  of  5.74  for  the  3j4  inch  elbow  differs  by 
about  2^/2  per  cent  from  the  mean  of  the  other  two, 
but  it  will  be  remembered  that  the  flow  in  this  test  was 
measured  over  a  weir  whose  accuracy  is  questionable 
to  within  this  figure  at  least.  The  gage  on  the  elbow 
and  the  hook  gage  measuring  the  weir  head  were 
read  simultaneously,  but  on  account  of  their  distance 
apart  of  10  feet,  and  on  account  of  the  size  of  the 
weir  box,  it  is  probable  that  inequalities  in  flow  ob- 
served on  the  elbow  gage  caused  by  the  speed  varia- 
tion of  the  pump  were  not  indicated  at  the  same  time 
on  the  weir  gage,  thereby  introducing  further  slight 
errors.  Hence  the  authors  feel  safe  in  saying  that  for 
small  elbows  C  =  5.60  very  closely  and  the  formula 
holds  to  within  2  per  cent,  making  due  allowance  for 
the  accuracy  of  all  methods  employed  in  arriving  at 
this  result. 
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The  accuracy  of  this  final  result  depends  on  the 
acctiracy  of  the  methods  used  in  determinino'  each 
of  the  quantities  which  enter  into  it.  These  we  esti- 
mate as  follows,  taking  as  the  error  of  any  set  of 
measurements,  the  difference  between  the  mean  of  a 
set  and  the  measurement  of  maximum  variation 
d  is  measured  to  within  Yi    of  1   per  cent. 

V  is  measured  to  within  1  per  cent, 
h  is  measured  to  within               2  per  cent. 

V  is  measured  to  within  4/10  of  1   per  cent. 
The  combination  of  these  according  to  the  above 

formula  gives  the  accuracy  of  the  combined  measure- 
ments within  1.8  per  cent,  or  say  2  per  cent  at  the  most. 
In  order  to  facilitate  the  use  of  the  above  formula 
the    chart,    Fig.    6,    has    been    prepared,    giving    the 


4.  The  jiosition  nf  the  tajjs  sin  mid  l)e  radial  and 
exactly  opposite  at  the  middle  of  the  bend  and  in  a 
horizontal  plane,  but  small  departures  from  any  or  all 
of  these  conditions  but  slighth'  affects  the  results.  If 
the  elbow  is  placed  in  any  other  than  a  horizontal 
position  the  gage  reading  must  be  corrected  for  the 
static  head  corresponding  to  the  vertical  distance  be- 
tween the  taps. 

5.  The  ordinary  90  degree  elbow  is  a  satisfactory 
measuring  device,  and  for  those  tested  above  is  as  ac- 
curate as  any  method  employed  at  present. 

6.  The  adoption  of  the  elbows  as  a  measuring- 
device  has  the   following  advantages : 

(a)  It  is  applicable  to  pipe  lines  in  place,  for 
almost  every  line  has  an  accessible  elbow. 


d 


■4-  0.6  0.8  1.0  /.s  /.4  /-e 

raUo  o/c^/an?.  of  pipe  To  radius  of  /d  end 

Fig.  6.     Velocity  in  Pipe  for  Any  Given  Elbow. 


value  of  "v"  for  any  pair  of  values  of  h  and  —  . 

r 

Conclusions. 

1.  There  is  a  consistent  relation  between  the 
flow  of  water  in  an  elbow  and  the  difference  in  pres- 
sures between  the  convex  and  concave  sides  at  the 
middle   of  the   bend. 

2.  The  relation  as  given  in  formula  holds  to  with- 
in 2  per  cent  for  small  elbows  and  probably  holds  for 
all  sizes  with  slight  modification. 

3.  Disturbed  water  in  pipe  line  returns  to  nor- 
mal flow  after  a  distance  of  10  diameters  below  the 
disturbance. 


(b)  Position  of  elbow  with  reference  to  gates 
and  tees,  if  the  latter  are  more  than  ten  diameters 
ahead  of  elbow,  is  of  no  consequence. 

(c)  Simplicity  of  apparatus. 

(d)  Quickness  and  ease  with  which  the  nece.s- 
sary  reading  is  obtainable. 

7.  With  a  suitable  device  for  measuring  very 
small  dift'erences  in  head  such  as  a  dift'erential  gage. 
the  method  outlined  provides  a  simple  positive  deter- 
mination of  small  flows  such  as  due  to  leaks  in  a  pipe 
line. 

8.  As  a  permanent  measuring  device,  the  use 
of  a  cast-iron  elbow  with  a  finished  interior  surface, 
say  enameled,  with  permanent  pressure  taps  and  re- 
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cording  device  is  advised.  If  calibrated,  its  readings 
could  be  depended  on  to  a  greater  degree  of  precision 
than  those  of  some  present  forms  of  meters. 

The  authors  regret  that  lack  of  time  has  prevented 
the  further  investigation  of  this  problem  and  its  ex- 
tension to  other  sizes  of  elbows.  As  far  as  is  known, 
this  is  the  first  work  in  this  direction  performed  to 
date,  and  if  the  results  presented  here  will  only  tend 
to  stimulate  further  investigation,  the  purpose  of  this 
paper  will  have  been  accomplished. 

We  desire  to  express  our  sincere  appreciation  and 
thanks  to  Mr.  Buckner  Speed,  M.  S.,  of  Berkeley, 
under  whose  guidance  and  in  whose  laboratory  the 
greater  part  of  this  work  was  performed. 

We  also  wish  to  express  our  thanks  to  the  Peo- 
,  pie's  Water  Company  of  Oakland,  through  their  en- 
gineer, Mr.  Marks,  who  kindly  furnished  the  4  in.  and 
6  in.  C.  I  elbows,  and  also  the  Professors  Le  Conte  and 
Etcheverry  of  the  University  of  California  for  their 
kindly  hints  and  suggestions. 


NORTHWEST    ELECTRIC    LIGHT    AND    POWER    ASSOCIA- 
TION   CONVENTION. 

Convenes  Thursday,   September  21,  1911,  at  Spokane,  Wash. 
Papers  to  be  presented  include: 

1.  "Problems  of  Power  Transmission  and  Distribution." 
Editor,  Mr.  Fiskin,  Washington  Water  Power  Co. 
Associate  Editors,  Jno.  Harrisburger,  Sea.  Tac.  Power  Co. 
H.  R.  Wakeman,  Portland  Ry.,  Light  &  Power  Co. 

D.  F.  McGee,  Pacific  Light  &  Power  Co. 
S.  C.  Lindsay,  Seattle  Electric  Co. 

2.  "Central    Stations    Publicity    and    Commercial    Policy." 
Editor,  W.  J.  Grambs,  Seattle  Electric  Co. 

Associate  Editors,  M.  C.  Osbonie,  Wash.  Water  Power  Co. 
F.  F.  Barbour,  Portland  Ry.,  Light  &  Power  Co.  T.  L. 
White  (Byllesby  &  Co.,  Dalles,  Ore.). 

3.  "New   Business   Methods   for   the    Small   Central   Station." 
Editor,  Arthur  Gunn,  Wenatchee,  Wash. 

Associate    Editors,    M.    D.    Spencer,    Eugene,    Ore.      L.    B. 
Faulkner,  Olympia,  Wash.     Fred  Shields,  Moscow,  Idaho. 

4.  "Legal  Aspects  of  the  Light  and  Power  Business." 
Editor,  N.  W.  Brockett,  Seattle-Tacoma  Power  Co. 
Associate   Editors,    F.    T.    Griffith,   Portland   Ry.,   Light    & 

Power  Co.  Hugh  A.  Tait,  Seattle  Electric  Co.,  F.  T. 
Post,  Washington  Water  Power  Co.  R.  W.  Wilbur, 
Portland  Ry.,  Light  and  Power  Co. 

5.  "Methods  of  Accounting  in   Connection  with  the  National 
and  State  Legislature." 

Editor,   C.  N.  Huggins,   Portland  Ry.,  Light  &   Power   Co. 

Associate  Editors,  Wm.  Best,  Seattle,  Tacoma  Power  Co. 
D.  C.  Coplas,  Washington  Water  Power  Co.,  Auditor  or 
Treasurer  Byllesby  Co.  A.  W.  Q.  Birtwell,  Seattle  Elec- 
tric Co. 

6.  "Central  Station  Problems." 

(a)  "Line  Extensions." 

(b)  "Question  of  Meter  or  Flat  Rates  in  Small  Towns." 
Editor,  A.  C.  McMicken,  Portland  Ry.,  Light  &  Power  Co. 

T.  "Meter  Accuracy  in  Relation  to  Central  Stations  Increase." 
Editor,  R.  E.  Thatcher,  Seattle  Electric  Co. 
Associate    Editors,    K.    L.    Willis,    Portland    Ry.,    Light    & 
Power  Co.   T.  G.   Finley,  Washington  Water   Power  Co. 
Mr.  Snyder,  Seattle-Tacoma  Power  Co. 
8.  "Electric  Heating  and  Kindred  Uses  of  Electricity." 
Editor,  F.  F.  Barbour,  Portland  Ry.,  Light  &  Power  Co. 
T.   C.   Martin,   secretary   of  the  National   Electric  Street 
Association,  will  be  in  attendance. 


METHODS     OF     CALCULATING     ILLUMINATION. 

Discussion  before  San  Francisco  Section,  American  Insti- 
tute of  Electrical  Engineers,  on  paper  presented  by  L.  S. 
Twomey  on  June  23,  1911,  and  printed  in  these  columns  on 
July  1,  1911. 

S.  J.  Lisberger  (Chairman) :  We  have  listened  to  an 
interesting  paper  this  evening  on  the  subject  of  methods  of 
calculating  illumination.  There  is  probably  nothing  more 
interesting  to  the  engineer — or  nothing  that  has  been  more 
neglected  "than  the  subject  of  illumination.  I  think  some  of 
our  mathematical  experts  have  told  us  that  out  of  the  total 
amount  of  energy  put  into  the  light  we  get  something  less 
than  two  per  cent  of  its  effective  value.  There  are  no  doubt 
quite  a  few  members  present  who  would  like  to  ask  Mr. 
Twomey  some  questions.  The  paper  will  now  be  open  to 
discussion. 

C.  L.  Cory:  I  don't  know  that  I  have  any  particular 
question  to  ask.  I,  like  many  of  the  rest  of  you,  have  been 
especially  Interested  this  evening  in  listening  to  the  theoret- 
ical process  whereby  these  extremely  practical  tables  have 
been  evolved;  and  the  author  has  shown  us  how  very  readily 
these  tables  may  be  adapted  for  any  particular  kind  of 
illumination.  As  our  chairman  has  said,  I  think  perhaps  a 
number  of  us  have  from  time  to  time  been  more  or  less  going 
by  the  rule  of  thumb,  or  groping  in  the  dark,  to  obtain  the 
result  which  has  been  shown  here  this  evening  as  the  proper 
illumination  for  some  specific  purpose;  and  the  conditions  in 
any  one  room  or  space  to  be  illuminated  differ  so  largely, 
that  the  results  given  us  here  may  be  practically  applied,  and 
1  think  are  extremely  interesting,  and  certainly  valuable. 

Again,  it  has  been  running  through  my  mind  as  I  have 
been  listening  to  the  paper  and  looking  at  the  slides  and  the 
curves  and  the  constants,  that  we  are  no  longer,  perhaps, 
from  the  purely  electrical  standpoint,  dealing  with  a  certain 
quantity  of  electrical  energy  in  the  light-giving  device;  In 
other  words,  if  ycu  care  to  consider  the  incandescent  lamp, 
we  have  progressed  from  the  ordinary  single  hair-pin  light 
filament  of  the  carbon  lamp  without  any  shade  and  without 
any  particular  concern  being  given  to  the  shape  of  that 
single,  hair-pin  shaped  filament,  to  a  combination  of  things 
which,  after  all,  is  a  lamp  much  more  efficient  than  the 
ordinary  carbcn  lamp  was  in  the  first  place;  a  filament  more 
complex  in  form,  but  at  the  same  time  capable  of  giving  a 
more  uniform  distribution  of  light;  then  finally  that  com- 
bnation  supplemented  by  a  reflector  to  place  the  light  where 
it  is  most  desired. 

I  was  especially  impressed  with  the  last  few  slides, 
which  showed  how  in  the  first  place  the  light  was  more 
intense  at  an  angle  of  some  40  degrees  from  the  vertical,  and 
the  next  slide  where  the  light  was  almost  a  vertical  tube 
with  a  flat  bottom;  and  the  last,  where  the  distribution  was 
practically  parallel  with  a  circle  drawn  through  the  center  of 
illumination. 

The  paper  has  been  exti-emely  interesting,  and  I  am  glad 
to  have  been  fortunate  enough  to  have  followed  the  develop- 
ment from  the  purely  theoretical  standpoint  to  the  extremely 
practical  results  that  the  tables  show. 

H.  Y.  Hall:  I  would  like  to  ask  Mr.  Twomey  to  give 
some  method  of  calculating  indirect  illumination. 

Mr.  Twomey:  I  am  very  sorry,  but  I  havent  anything 
along  that  line.  I  really  have  dealt  very  little  with  indirect 
illumination  and  do  not  know  much  about  it;  but  aside  from 
that,  from  all  the  installations  I  have  seen  of  indirect  illumi- 
nation,  I   doubt  whether   any   calculations   have   been   made. 

Mr.    Hall:     Are  there   any   constants   that  can  be  used? 

Mr.  Twomey:  Mr.  James  R.  Cravath  in  the  Electrical 
World  of  May  11th,  1911,  presents  a  very  able  article  on 
this  subject  which  seems  to  be  about  the  only  thing  available 
at  this  time.  Mr.  Cravath  gives  a  table  of  efficiency  con- 
stants for  indirect  lighting  which  should  be  used  in  a  manner 
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similar  to  tliose  given  In  Fig.  13  of  tlie  paper  under  discus- 
sion. These  constants  api)lied  for  centrally  located  Hx lures 
with  efficient  mirrored  reflectors  and  clean  glassware  are 
as  follows: 

EFFICIENCY  CONSTANTS  FOR  INDll^ECT  I.IGHTING  FROM 
CENTRALLY  LOCATED  I'^SXTURES  WITH  EFFICIENT 
MIRRORED  REFIvECTORS  ANf)  CLE.\N  C,L.A.SSWARE. 

Per  cent 
Room  eff i(-'ieiicy  fron\ 

Height  Dimensions  Colnr  lamp   to 

Feet.  Feet.  Walls.  Ceiling",       working  plane. 

S.5  12      X16.5  Lt.  Green  Lt.  Cream  29.5 

9.8  15      K15.-I  Uark  Green  Lt.  Cream  28.0 

9.S  12.7  X  12.7  Lt.  Figures  Lt.  Cream  37.0 

14. .'i  57.6  .K  70  Lt.  Cream  Lt.  Buff  36.0 

It  seems  to  be  the  opinion  of  many  prominent  engineers 
that  in  the  fnture  we  may  expect  mere  development  along 
the  lines  of  semi-direct  lighting.  If  we  have  an  Alba  reflector 
or  a  reflector  of  similar  character  inverted,  the  greater  part 
of  the  light  is  thrown  up  to  the  ceiling,  while  a  small  propor- 
tion is  transmitted  directly  through  the  translucent  reflector. 
It  takes  away  the  peculiar  cold  effect  that  you  may  have 
noticed  in  direct  lighting  installations.  It  seems  to  be  the 
opinion  of  quite  a  number  of  prominent  engineers  that  this 
is  coming  into  use. 

H.  W.  Crozier:  I  would  like  to  ask  to  what  extent  the 
eye  strain  is  due  to  the  varying  color  of  the  light.  With  a 
carbon  light,  which  is  mostly  yellow,  there  is  not  very  much 
eye  strain,  but  with  some  tungsten  lamps  the  strain  is  con- 
siderable, and  it  is  noticeable  when  the  change  is  made  from 
the  carbon  to  the  tungsten.  Is  that  due  to  the  increased 
intensity  or  more  to  the  color  of  the  light? 

Mr.  Twomey:  You  are  trying  to  change  from  carbon  to 
tungsten? 

Mr.  Crozier:     Yes. 

Mr.  Twomey:  I  think  that  you  will  find  in  most  cases  it 
is  due  to  the  poor  installation  of  the  tungsten  units  rather 
than  to  the  color  of  the  light.  The  intrinsic  brilliancy  of  the 
tungsten  filament  is  many  times  that  of  the  carbon  filament, 
so  that  in  all  cases  where  lamps  are  used  within  the  line  of 
vision  or  where  the  lamp  itself  may  be  seen  at  all,  it  should 
be  frosted.  For  service  such  as  in  this  room  the  lamps  shculd 
always  be  bowl  frosted  and  equipped  with  reflectors.  As  far 
as  effect  of  the  color  on  eye  strain,  that  seems  to  be  a 
question  for  the  physiologist  to  determine. 

A.  H.  Babcock:  The  questicn  just  asked  suggests  some- 
thing that  "is  made  use  of  in  the  design  of  telescopes  where 
optical  work  is  required;  that  is,  the  function  of  the  telescope 
is  to  gather  as  large  an  amount  of  light  as  possible,  and 
draw  it  to  the  eye  in  such  shape  that  it  can  be  recognized — 
the  point  of  light  at  a  great  distance  can  be  recognized.  Now 
it  is  impossible  in  the  line  of  lenses  to  bring  all  of  the 
spectrum  to  the  same  focal  plane.  Consequently  it  is  the 
effort  of  those  who  design  telescopic  lenses  to  bring  to  the 
focus  as  much  of  the  spectrum  as  the  human  eye  responds  to 
"with  the  greatest  activity.  For  that  reason  the  great  Lick 
telescope  is  designed  to  bring  the  yellow  and  green  to  the 
focus,  the  red,  the  lower  end  of  the  spectrum  goes  beyond  in 
one  direction,  and  the  violet  goes  beyond  the  focal  plane  the 
other.  One  is  inside  and  the  other  is  outside.  The  effect  of 
this  is  that  when  the  spectroscope  is  attached  to  the  telescope, 
and  the  tube  is  rotated  in  such  a  manner  as  to  bring  various 
parts  of  the  spectrum  to  the  eye,  when  you  turn  from  one  end 
of  the  spectrum  to  the  other  you  turn  slowly,  so  your  eye  is 
accustomed  to  the  light  it  gets.  When  the  yellow  and  green 
come  in  you  almost  instinctively  close  your  eye,  because  there 
is  such  a  great  difference  in  the  intensity.  The  question  just 
asked  suggested  to  my  mind  whether  that  color  effect  did  not 
have  much  to  do  with  the  tiring  effect  on  the  eye.  I  realize 
quite  fully  that  the  direct  light  of  a  very  brilliant  source  does 
tire  the  eye;  but  the  fact  that  the  human  eye  has  for  many 
centuries  been  adapting  itself  to  a  preponderance  of  yellow 


rays  which  we  get  out  of  the  sunlight  would  indicate  to  nie 
that  the  eye  is  best  adapted  to  recognize  the  yellow  and  green 
rays.  That  is  taken  advantage  of,  as  1  say,  in  the  construc- 
tion of  great  telescopes,  where  the. quantity  of  light  and  iis 
effect  on  the  eye  are  of  the  utmost  importance. 

The  paper  of  the  evening  has  been  very  interesting  to  ail 
of  us  who  have  had  to  do  with  lighting  and  with  illumination. 
I  regret  very  much  that  this  meeting  is  not  attended  by  every 
architect  within  reach,  because  my  experience  has  made  me 
feel  that  architects  above  all  others  are  the  most  ignorant  on 
the  subject  of  scientific  illumination.  I  have  had  several  times 
to  clear  up  some  lighting  messes  made  by  some  rather  import- 
ant architects;  and  the  utter  disregard  that  is  shown  to 
common-sense  methods  in  illumination  is  something  astonish- 
ing to  one  who  has  not  run  into  it.  In  one  of  our  large 
draughting  rooms  in  the  general  offices  of  the  Southern  Pacific 
Company  the  draughtsmen  complained  they  were  not  getting 
light  euorgh.  There  were  16-candlepower  carbon  lamps  high 
up  in  tho  ceiling,  so  the  architect  in  charge  of  the  building 
simply  doubled  up  h's  candlepower.  Then  the  wiring  was  not 
adequate  for  the  double  load,  and  the  voltage  dropped  off. 
It  was  only  by  the  force  of  an  order  from  the  proper  authority 
that  the  man  was  made  to  consider  the  use  of  a  jiroper  lamp, 
with  a  proper  reflector  back  of  it. 

Now  that  man  is  not  an  ignorant  man.  One  piece  of  work 
that  he  did  you  gentlemen  saw  at  the  last  meeting;  but  when 
it  came  to  lighting  he  was  the  most  pig-headed  man  that  I 
have  had  to  do  with.  It  is  not  confined  to  him.  It  is  charac- 
teristic of  the  breed.  They  don't  know;  and  they  don't  know 
that  they  don't  know.  It  is  a  subject  which  is  extremely 
irritating  to  a  man  who  deals  directly  with  precise  methods; 
and  I  think  that  some  of  you  lighting  experts  would  do  well 
to  convert  a  few  architects  it  possible  to  a  more  rational  view 
of  things. 

Mr.  Twomey:  In  some  cases,  Mr.  Babcock,  cur  efforts  to 
convert  the  architects  have  met  with  about  the  same  results 
as  you  mention. 

Mr.  Cory:  There  is  nothing  like  getting  a  large  number 
of  opinions  that  we  know  are  coming  from  very  different 
sources.  I  would  like  to  ask  Mr,  Vincent  if  he  can  give  us 
any  experience  that  he  had  about  lighting  a  very  large  room 
from  the  ceiling  I  think  about  100  feet  from  the  floor? 

W.  G.  Vincent:  I  don't  know  that  I  have  anything  special 
to  say  about  that  room,  because  it  has  not  been  used  yet. 
I  am  waiting  to  see  what  the  result  is  when  it  is  used. 
But  I  have  found  this  great  difficulty,  that  the  personal  equa- 
tion enters  so  much  into  the  question  of  lighting.  For  in- 
stance, I  like  a  general  illumination.  I  don't  l.ke  a  light 
right  in  front  of  me  reflecting  on  the  table;  but  it  seemed  to 
be  the  idea  of  the  architect  in  this  case  that  each  reading 
table  should  have  a  lamp  right  in  front  of  it.  I  think  the 
tiring  effect  that  Mr.  Babcock  speaks  of  is  due  to  the  excessive 
light  on  the  paper  reflecting  on  the  eye.  Light  en  the  paper 
sufficient  for  reading  purposes  would  not  have  that  tiring 
effect.  I  was  trying  to  hold  down  to  general  illumination 
from  above  which  would  be  sufficient,  and  not  in  excess  to 
tire  the  eye. 

I  think  the  jirincipal  work  of  the  illuminating  engineer  is 
to  get  the  location  of  outlets  pro])erly  spaced;  because  the 
conditions  of  usage  of  rooms  vary  so  much  that  it  is  hard  to 
say  just  the  quantity  of  light  to  suit  all  conditions;  and  I 
think  the  principal  thing  in  a  building  is  to  get  the  spacing 
properly  laid  out;  after  that  is  done  it  can  be  suited  to  the 
conditions  of  the  room.  Isn't  that  what  you  think.  Mr. 
Twomey? 

Mr.  Twomey:     Yes,  I  believe  that  is  so, 

Mr.  Vincent:  The  conditions  of  the  painting  and  tinting 
of  the  rooms  vary  from  time  to  time,  and  it  seems  impossible 
to  figure  out  what  the  particular  color  is  going  to  be;  but  the 
architect  always  has  ideas   about  the  artistic  effect  of  the 
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spacing  or  the  outlets,  which  do  not  agree  witli  the  engi- 
neering. 

A  Member:  One  of  the  speakers  has  mentioned  the  dif- 
ficulty of  having  the  architects  take  up  the  question  from  the 
engineer's  point  of  view.  I  believe  it  is  true  that  in  many 
respects  it  is  the  fault  of  the  electrical  engineer  that  difficul- 
ties arise,  and  I  believe  that  if  there  were  some  effort  made 
to  have  the  speakers  of  the  different  societies  of  the  city  speak 
on  these  subjects,  it  would  remedy  some  of  the  conditions 
mentioned.  I  would  suggest,  therefore,  that  it  be  taken  up 
with  the  executive  committee,  with  a  view  to  having  some  of 
our  speakers  address  the  American  Institute  of  Architects, 
and  some  of  them  address  us.  No  doubt  we  can  learn  some- 
thing. 

Mr.  Babcock:  I  would  like  to  ask  the  author  what  he 
considers  to  be  a  fair  methcd  tor  a  contract  between  a 
municipality  and  the  lighting  company  for  street  illumination: 
whether  or  not  it  is  possible  to  make  a  contract  on  the  basis 
of  a  certain  minimum  illumination — so  many  foot-candles  at 
any  point  along  the  street;  and  whether  it  would  be  possible 
to  draw  a  contract  in  that  way  which  would  be  fair  to  the 
municipality  and  to  the  lighting  company,  to  specify  the  mini- 
mum illumination  by  foot-candles  at  any  point  of  the  street? 

Mr.  Twomey:  The  way  that  is  generally  done  Is  to  get 
up  plans  and  specifications  for  the  lighting,  and  not  only 
specify  candlepower,  but  specify  the  location  and  equipment 
and  reflectors  and  so  forth.  When  that  is  made  out  by 
competent  engineers  they  secure  the  result  desired  that  you 
speak  of;  This  is  simply  another  way  of  getting  at  it,  although 
I  have  heard  of  them  specifying  a  certain  equipment  and 
efficiency  of  units. 

Mr.  Lisberger:  I  think  that  could  be  done  if  the  city  had 
enough  to  pay  for  the  lighting,  or  the  lighting  company  could 
make  a  low  enough  rate  to  meet  the  city's  financial  condition. 
I  think  you  would  run  into  a  number  of  difficulties  In  attempt- 
ing this  except  on  well-lighted  streets.  For  example,  take 
Market  street,  or  Broadway  in  Oakland,  where  you  can  abso- 
lutely space  lights  at  a  given  interval  in  case  the  city  could 
afford  to  do  that;  but  if  you  take  scattered  territories  I  don't 
think  you  could  do  it,  particularly  when  you  take  into  account 
tree  conditions,  where  it  would  be  absolutely  impossible  to 
live  up  to  them,  even  with  any  type  of  lighting  you  might 
put  in. 

I  don't  know  whether  I  caught  your  point  or  not. 

Mr.  Babcock:  No,  I  don't  think  the  Chairman  does  quite 
cover  the  point.  Of  course  If  the  streets  are  entirely  covered 
with  trees  so  they  arch  over  the  roadway  it  is  a  very  serious 
difficulty,  especially  if  the  trees  should  be  low.  But  suppose 
you  had  a  case,  for  example,  as  we  have  sometimes  now, 
where  a  municipality,  in  granting  a  railway  franchise,  calls 
for  the  street  to  be  illuminated.  The  railroad  company,  in 
part  consideration  of  its  franchise,  agrees  to  light  its  streets. 
There  is  a  practical  question.  As  some  of  you  know,  there  is 
a  tendency  here  in  this  district  nowadays  to  insert  such  a 
provision.  The  question  immediately  arises,  What  kind  of 
light?  My  contention  is,  it  is  none  of  the  municipality's 
business  what  kind  of  light  is  put  there.  What  they  are  after 
Is  a  certain  illumination  of  the  street.  That  is  the  practical 
thing  that  we  are  after.  The  question  is,  as  far  as  the  rail- 
road is  concerned,  how  far  ahead  of  a  moving  train  can  a 
man  or  wagon  be  noticed  by  the  motorman;  and  that,  to  me, 
is  the  practical  point  involved  In  this  case. 

Now  over  in  Oakland  the  City  Council  has  demanded  this 
point  in  some  of  our  franchises.  Questions  may  arise.  What 
kind  of  light?  I  deny,  as  I  said  before,  it  is  any  of  the 
business  of  the  municipality.  It  was  our  business  to  ask  for 
a  definite  specification  as  to  the  quantity  of  light  at  any  given 
point.  In  one  case  there  was  a  city  electrician  who  was 
amenable  to  reason.  There  was  a  provision  of  that  kind  put 
into  the  franchise,  that  a  minimum  illumination  of  .01  foot- 


candle  should  be  furnished  by  the  railroad,  the  choice  of  the 
apparatus  to  lie  entirely  in  the  railroad  company's  hand,  but 
the  design  of  the  fixtures  to  be  approved  by  the  Board  of 
Public  Works.  Under  that  franchise  there  has  been  no  light- 
ing done  so  far;  but  1  have  no  doubt  it  can  be  worked  out. 
There  is  also  in  that  franchise  a  methcd  for  determining  the 
illumination  at  any  point  along  the  street,  the  provision  being 
to  calculate  from  the  manufacturer's'  certified  carve  of  the 
lamp  used  what  the  illumination  will  be. 

The   point  I  had  in  mind  was  to  find  out  whether  any 
■  other   contract  of   that   kind   was   known,   and   it  so,   how   it 
worked  out,  and  whether  the  author  thought  it  was  practical 
to  work  such  a  thing  to  a  conclusion. 

Mr.  Twomey:  In  the  case  of  low  units  and  improper 
reflectors  with  excessive  glare,  although  the  foot-candle  inten- 
sity may  be  high  enough  at  any  point  the  glare  might  be  so 
great  that  there  would  be  a  great  deal  of  difficulty  in  distin- 
guishing objects  far  ahead  of  the  train,  especially  objects  on  the 
other  side  of  light  source.  When  you  have  low  units  of  great 
brilliancy  in  a  poor  installation,  the  fcot-candle  intensity 
might  be  decreased  and  by  installing  a  properly  designed 
system  better  results  would  be  secured. 

Mr.  Babcock:  Wouldn't  it  be  the  tendency  of  the  engi- 
neer of  the  railroad  company  to  give  as  low  an  intensity  as 
he  could?  It  seems  to  me  it  would  be  my  business  in  that 
case  to  get  as  much  illumination  frcm  the  source  of  light  as 
possible;  and  in  this  particular  case  we  had  to  consider  incan- 
descent lamps  for  that  reason,  which  would  produce  the  .01 
candles. 

Mr.  Twomey:      That  is  apparently  ample  illumination  as. 
far  as  the  elimination  of  danger  from  moving  trains  is  con- 
cerned. 

Mr.  Babcock:  How  wculd  that  compare  with  the  ordinary 
street  illumination? 

Mr.  Twomey:  A  minimum  of  .01  foot-candles  compares 
very  favorably  except  with  the  lighting  in  business  districts; 
there  it  runs  as  high  as  0.10  foot-candles  in  some  cases.  The 
minimum  illumination  specified  frequently  for  residence  dis- 
tricts Is  .004  foot-candles. 

Question:  Isn't  it  a  fact  that  most  of  the  methods  used 
in  the  streets  are  very  inefficient. 

Mr.  Twomey:     I  should  say  they  are. 

Mr.  Lisberger:  I  presume  there  is  no  more  inefficient 
type  of  lighting  than  the  so-called  electrolier  lighting.  An 
endeavor  to  produce  a  proper  illumination  has  been  made  by 
one  company — I  don't  know  the  name  of  the  company  that 
manufactures  the  electrolier — but  it  has  got  a  little  different 
shape  of  globe  than  that  before  used.  I  don't  know  whether 
you  have  seen  it.  There  were  some  samples  of  it  on  Kearny 
street.  The  electrolier  arm  ordinarily  coming  out  like  this 
(drawing  diagram)  contains  a  globe  something  of  that  shape. 
In  the  San  Francisco  electroliers  there  are  four  of  these 
downward,  and  one  on  top  of  the  post.  The  new  globe  is 
shaped  very  much  like  this  (drawing  illustration);  the  lamp 
is  visible  If  you  get  almost  underneath  the  electrolier.  This 
in  here  is  fluted,  very  much  like  a  hclophane — in  fact  It  may 
be  a  holophane  production — • 

Mr.  Twomey:     I  do  not  recognize  it. 

Mr.  Lisberger:  They  were  first  used  in  Cincinnati.  The 
lamp  is  right  in  here  (indicating),  and  if  you  get  under  the 
electrolier  you  can  see  it.  It  is  not  nearly  as  pretty  a  globe 
to  the  eye  in  daylight  as  the  ordinary  roimd  shape  of  globe; 
but  as  far  as  area  of  illumination  in  its  vicinity  is  concerned, 
and  improving  the  lighting  of  the  street,  it  is  50  per  cent 
better  than  your  old  electrolier. 

Mr.  Twomey:  The  Holophane  Company  has  a  new  light- 
ing unit  which  consists  of  reflector  shaped  something  like 
this,  a  prismatic  reflector  which  has  a  similar  distribution  to 
that  of  the   extensive  type   explained   some  time   ago.     The 
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Ijrismatic  reflector  is  surrounded  by  an  opal  envelope  and 
has  an  ornamental  holder  at  the  top.  The  unit  has  a  dis- 
tribution curve  something  like  this,  the  maximum  occurring 
at  such  an  angle  as  to  avoid  excessive  glare  and  to  give 
approximately  uniform  illumination  with  a  ratio  of  height  to 
spacing  of  approximately  1  to  1.  With  an  opalescent  ball 
with  this  same  lamp  you  would  have  a  distribution  curve 
approximately  like  this;  you  will  see  that  the  two  are  rad- 
ically different. 

Mr.  Lisberger:  And  it  is  a  great  improvement  on  the  old 
type  of  electrolier. 

Mr.  Twomey:  They  may  be  located  in  a  bad  position  so 
as  to  cause  reflection  from  the  paper  back  into  the  eye.  The 
correct  direction  for  light  for  reading  is  from  over  the  left 
shoulder  so  that  the  light  is  reflected  from  the  paper  to  the 
front  instead  of  back  into  the  eye. 

Mr.  Cory:  If  I  say  just  a  word  here  again,  I  think  the 
point  that  has  been  discussed  about  street  lighting  and  the 
minimum  Illumination,  can  perhaps  be  used  directly  in  the 
illumination  of  a  certain  room.  The  room  that  Mr.  Vincent 
had  in  mind  and  I  had  in  mind  is  the  reading  room  of  the  new 
Doe  Library,  the  gift  of  Mr.  Charles  F.  Doe  to  the  University 
of  California,  which,  if  I  am  right  in  my  recollection,  is  some 
200  feet  in  length  by  100  feet  wide — 

A  Member:     Fifty  feet. 

Mr.  Cory:  What  I  wanted  to  bring  up  is  this:  Might 
it  not — if  we  cannot  do  this  matter  of  specifying  illumination 
tor  municipal  lighting — be  a  good  idea  in  getting  the  illumi- 
nation for  such  a  room,  to  specify  not  only  minimum 
illumination  but  maximum  illumination  as  well.  I  remember 
quite  well  the  work  that  was  done  in  connection  with  that 
room;  and  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  the  work  was  done 
along  the  line  that  has  been  brought  out  here  this  evening. 
The  architect  was  not  in  sympathy  with  the  work  to  be  done 
at  all.  The  situation  was  practically  this:  if  all  the  lights  in 
the  room  were  put  cut  except  this  one,  and  it  were  determined 
that  the  proper  foot-candles  on  a  table  was  correct  for  the 
average  person  reading,  how  shall  we  proceed  in  the  most 
economical  manner  for  the  consumption  of  electric  current 
to  give  a  general  illumination  over  the  tables  that  are  to  be 
used,  from  the  ceiling  without  the  individual  lamps?  And  I 
think,  as  has  been  brought  out  here  this  evening,  if  that 
particular  problem  in  such  a  room  as  that  is  attacked  in  the 
right  way  we  might  get  a  general  illumination,  which  would 
be  not  too  much  greater  or  too  much  less  than  you  would  get 
by  your  individual  light.  It  is  only  carrying  the  point  one 
step  further,  and  not  to  stop  with  the  minimum,  but  making 
it  impossible  to  go  beyond  the  maximum,  partcularly  when 
the  strain  on  the  eye  is  to  be  considered. 

A.  J.  Bowie:  I  might  say  a  word  in  regard  to  the  subject 
before  us.  In  the  Mechanics'  Library  the  tables  are  arranged 
with  very  handsome  two-light  fixtures  covered  with  green 
shades,  and  I  have  found  a  great  deal  of  eye  strain.  I  cannot 
say.  why  it  is,  but  presumably  the  high  intensity  and  reflec- 
tions; which  is  another  point  that  should  be  considered. 
I  would  like  to  ask  what  results  you  get  from  indirect 
illumination.  One  gentleman  I  know  has  had  very  good 
results  in  a  drawing  room.  He  had  four  different  candle- 
power  lamps  in  a  drawing  loom  about  a  quarter  as  large  as 
this  room  we  are  sitting  in;  and  another  example  I  have  seen 
of  it  in  the  Wells  Fargo  Nevada  Bank,  where  the  illumilnation 
seemed  to  be  bad  indeed.  Do  I  understand  this  matter  of 
indirect  lighting  is  in  an  experimental  stage? 

Mr.  Twomey:  It  can  not  be  figured  as  exactly  as  direct 
lighting,  and  the  size  and  shape  of  the  room  are  more 
important  factors  than  in  direct  lighting.  The  method  of 
calculation  is  not  at  present  in  as  highly  developed  state  as 
for  direct  lighting. 

Mr.  Bov/le:  What  do  you  suppose  was  the  matter  down 
in  the  Mechanics'  Library?    I  believe  25-candlepower  tungsten 


lamps  with  green  shades  are  used,  and  the  lamps  1(1  lo  IS 
inches  above  the  table. 

Mr.  Twomey:  They  may  be  located  in  a  bad  position  so 
you  get  a  leflection  from  the  paper  back  into  the  eye.  The 
correct  position  for  a  light  in  reading  is  from  the  left  shoulder, 
and  the  reflection  goes  away  from  the  front  of  the  light. 

Mr.  Cory:  One  question:  Uon't  you  think  yoursell',  from 
your  own  experience,  that  you  would  not  undergo  that  same 
eye  strain  if,  instead  of  having  these  concentrated  units  close 
to  you,  allowing  very  great  variation  in  the  intensity  of  light, 
where  you  get  the  proper  illumination,  and  then  again  prac- 
tically none,  there  would  be  less  eye  strain  if  there  were 
uniform  illumination  above,  as  in  the  case  of  daylight? 

Mr.  Twomey:     Yes. 

Mr.  Cory:  I  think,  when  you  come  to  the  tungsten  lamps, 
which  is  an  economical  means  of  consuming  current,  you 
have  to  go  one  step  farther,  and  not  locate  them  so  close. 
Even  in  your  reading  room  and  library,  get  general  illumina- 
tion. 

Mr.  Babccck:  I  don't  think  the  root  of  the  matter  has 
been  touched  yet.  The  human  eye  adapts  itself  to  the  maxi- 
mum light,  that  is  to  say,  the  pupilary  contraction  comes  in 
aiid  the  aperture  closes  automatically  until  the  maximum 
light  admitted  is  acceptable  to  the  eye.  Now  when  we  are 
reading  or  drafting — anything  of  that  kind — we  are  concerned 
with  contrasts,  and  nothing  else.  The  eye  is  picking  out  from 
a  backgiound  a  certain  thing  that  the  brain  wishes  to  recog- 
nize. That  may  be  type,  or  lines,  or  what  not,  but  that 
contrast  is  what  we  are  after.  Now  if  on  the  page  we  are 
looking  at  there  is  a  very  brilliant  light,  the  eye  closes,  the 
pupil  closes  to  that  illumination,  and  it  is  practically  impos- 
sible to  see  the  thing  we  are  looking  at.  That  can  be  tested 
by  any  one  of  us  in  a  very  simple  manner.  If,  for  instance, 
a  souice  of  light  of  this  kind  is  available,  simply  turn  your 
back  on  it,  and  just  over  the  edge  of  your  book  put  a  bright 
light  out  in  front  of  you,  and  how  much  are  you  going  to  see 
of  that  page?  Nothing.  It  is  the  direct  illumination  of  the 
source  in  front  of  you  that  your  eye  is  accustoming  itself  to. 
Turn  that  light  out,  and  at  once  the  page  appears  to  be 
brighter.  It  is  not  that  the  page  is  brighter,  but  the  contrast 
between  the  maximum  illumination  coming  into  the  eye,  and 
the  thing  you  are  recognizing,  is  lost. 

I  have  a  photographic  dark  room,  and  I  go  on  the  theory 
that  a  maximum  illumination  in  there  is  what  I  am  after. 
It  must  be  of  a  certain  chemical  quality.  Consequently  it  is 
painted  canary  yellow  to  avoid  reflections  of  stray  light  that 
might  come  in.  If  it  wasn't  that  fear  of  a  leak  I  would  have 
the  inside  of  my  dark  room  as  white  as  possible,  but  I  want 
only  the  light  yellow  to  be  reflected  in  case  of  a  leak.  I  have 
all  the  red  light  I  need.  There  must  be  no  green  or  yellow; 
it  must  be  as  near  a  chromatic  red  as  can  be  obtained.  The 
consequence  is  I  can  read  a  newspaper  in  the  dark  I'oom. 
Why?  Because  my  eye  is  concerned  solely  with  the  contrast 
between  the  black  type  and  a  certain  background  that  looks 
led.  Consequently  I  can  see  the  black,  and  read  any  paper 
perfectly. 

To  me  that  is  the  theory  of  correct  illumination — to  have 
as  little  light  as  possible  to  get  the  contrast.  This  idea  of 
putting  a  light  of  high  intensity  down  low  on  a  desk  and  then 
attempt  to  work  by  it  is  rot.  You  tire  your  eye;  and  yet  our 
architects  will  go  on  and  on  and  do  that  very  thing  and  keep 
on  doing  it.  What  is  the  purpose  of  the  reading  room?  Is  it 
to  attract  people  to  come  in  from  the  outside?  No.  It  is  a 
mere  fool  business  method  of  an  architect,  who  will  erect  an 
artistic  establishment  at  the  expense  of  the  comfort  and  the 
use  to  which  it  is  put. 

Mr.  Lisberger:  Mr.  Twomey,  in  some  of  the  slides  you 
showed,  there  was  in  the  case  of  the  holophane  reflector  a 
certain  amount  of  light  given  behind  the  vertical  line,  up 
in  here  (indicating).     Was  that  intentional  or  not?    You  had 
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some  of  your  curves  coming  down  like  that  (indicating). 

Mr.  Twomey:  That  is  really  intentional,  because  it  is 
desired  to  have  some  light  there.  That  ceiling  reflection 
makes  some  increase  over  the  illumination  calculated  by  the 
"point  by  point"  method.  Where  you  have  light  walls  and 
light  ceilings  it  increases  as  high  as  75  per  cent  in  some 
cases,  I  think. 

Mr.  Babcock:  I  would  like  to  add  something  to  the 
remarks  I  have  just  made,  illustrating  the  point  that  it  is  a 
question  of  contrast. 

Those  of  you  using  a  film  on  a  kodak  to  take  photographs 
know  that  on  the  little  black  piece  of  paper  you  pull  out 
there  are  some  spaces  left  for  making  notes.  It  is  my  habit 
in  taking  photogi-aphs  to  note  on  that  little  black  slip  of 
paper  the  length  of  exposure,  the  stock  used,  and  whatever 
notes  may  be  of  value  in  the  development  of  that  particular 
film.  When  I  take  that  into  the  dark  room  I  use  a  black 
piece  of  paper  with  a  lead  pencil  mark  on  it.  One  ordinarily 
would  think  this  would  be  utterly  illegible;  but  in  the  red 
light  you  have  precisely  the  effect  I  speak  of.  The  black 
paper  is  glazed,  and  reflects  the  light.  The  trace  of  the  pencil 
on  the  paper  does  not  reflect  the  light;  and  consequently  you 
have  the  appearance  of  a  dark  line  on  a  background  that  is 
easiyl  seen.  It  is  a  luminous  background  for  the  time  being 
reflecting  the  red  light  that  you  get,  and  the  black  pencil 
lines  don't  show.  Consequently  the  black  line  on  a  black 
ground  can  be  read  as  easily  as  on  a  piece  of  white  paper  here. 

Mr.  Lisberger:  I  think  we  owe  Mr.  Twomey  a  vote  of 
thanks. 

Mr.  Babcock;  I  will  be  very  glad  to  make  a  motion  that 
he  has  our  sincere  thanks  for  this  evening. 

Mr.  Lisberger:  We  have  all  appreciated  Mr.  Twomey "s 
efforts  on  our  behalf,  and  I  am  sure  we  have  learned  a  great 
deal  from  his  paper  tonight.     The  meeting  stands  adjourned. 

F.  W.  Loomis  (contributed) :  On  looking  over  Mr.  Two- 
mey's  paper  on  "Methods  of  Calculating  Illumination"  I  noted 
how  thoroughly  the  subject  had  been  covered. 

Some  of  the  tables  used,  however,  are  not  as  complete 
as  they  might  be,  and  it  may  be  of  interest  to  those  in  the 
illumination  field  to  see  these  tables  augmented. 

Under  the  heading,  "Point  by  Point  Method,"  Mr.  Twomey 
truly  states  no  account  is  taken  of  wall  and  ceiling  reflection. 
A  test  was  made  some  time  ago  by  the  engineers  of  the  Holo- 
phane  Company  that  has  been  developed  into  a  table  of  very 
interesting  figures. 

The  room  where  the  test  was  made  was  25  feet  long,  12 
feet  wide  and  10  feet  high.  Light  and  dark  conditions  of 
ceiling,  walls  and  floor  were  tested.  For  the  dark  covering 
a  very  dark  green  burlap  was  used,  while  a  light  straw-colored 
semi-matte  wrapping  paper  was  chosen  for  the  light  con- 
ditions. The  tests  were  made  with  one  light  source  in  the 
center  of  the  room,  close  to  ceiling,  and  again  with  three 
ceiling  outlets.  The  flrst  series  of  tests  the  lamps  were  clear 
and  bare,  while  the  second  series,  the  lamps  were  bowl 
frosted  and  under  extensive  type  of  HoZophane  reflectors. 
With  each  of  the  above  equipments  {i.  e.,  one  or  three-light 
sources  and  without  or  with  reflectors)  eight  tests  were  made 
thus,  giving  all  possible  combinations  of  light  and  dark  walls, 


ceiling  and  floor.  The  engineers  were  thus  able  to  classify 
each  increase.  Not  only  did  the  expected  increase  due  to  light 
suiTouudings  occur,  but  there  also  showed  an  additional  in- 
crease due  to  what  may  be  termed  interaction  of  ceiling  and 
walls.     The  summary  in  brief  is  as  follows: 

Nl^Increase   due   to   light   ceiling  alone. 

N2=Increase   due   to   light   walls  alone. 

N3=Inorease  due   to   light   floor  alone.' 

N4i=Additional     increase    due     to     interaction     of    light    ceiling 

and    light    walls. 
N5=LA.ddifional     increase     due     to     interaction     of    light    ceiling 

and  light  floor. 
N6=Additional    increase    due    to    interaction    of   light   walls   and 

light    floor. 
N7=Additional     increase    due    to    interaction    of    light    ceiling, 

light  walls  and  light  floor. 
NOTE:      For  complete   data  on   this   test  see   "Some   Experi- 
ments  on    Reflection   from   Walls,   Ceiling  and   Floors,"    by  Lan- 
singh    and    Rolph.      Illuminating    Engineering    Society    Transac- 
tions,   Vol.    3,    190S,    Page    5S4. 

Bj'   analysis   the   following   table   ot   numerical   values   was 
obtained: 

LIGHT    SOURCE. 
1  lamp  bare.  1  lamp  with  refl.  3  lamps  bare.  3  lamps  with  refl. 


Per  cent 

Per  cent 

Per  cent 

Per  cent 

increase. 

increase. 

increase. 

increase. 

Nl.. 

79 

33 

96 

29 

N2.. 

63 

19 

77 

26 

N3.. 

11 

5 

4 

0 

N4.  . 

53 

23 

54 

37 

N5.  . 

6 

0 

6 

4 

N6.. 

5 

12 

11 

11 

N7.. 

42 

5S 

60 

45 

Total         358  150  308  151 

Of  these  only  four  are  of  material  value: 
Nli^Incrfease  due  to  ceiling  alone. 
N2rr:Increase  due   to  walls  alone. 

N4^Increase  due   to   interaction  of  ceiling  and  "walls. 
N7=Increase   due  to   interaction   of  ceiling  and   floor. 

The  increase  due  to  light  surfaces  is,  of  course,  greatest 
when  bare  lamps  are  used  as  more  light  goes  to  the  ceiling 
and  walls;  but  the  losses  are  proportionately  greater  if  the 
reflection  co-efficient  Of  such  surfaces  are  low.  Thus  is 
apparent  the  value  of  the  redirecting  power  of  a  good  reflector 
to  control  the  light  rays  and  send  them  in  a  useful  direction. 
With  the  bare  lamps,  near  the  ceiling,  the  result  would  be  an 
extremely  brilliant  spot  on  the  ceiling  around  the  source, 
which  compared  with  less  intensity  over  balance  of  ceiling, 
wall  and  floor  surface,  again  shows  the  need  of  the  proper 
distributing  reflector  to  give  uniform  illumination. 

The  following  table  applies  in  general  for  increase  in 
actual  over  calculated  illumination,  in  small  or  moderate  sized 
rooms,  when  Holophane  reflectors  are  used: 

Increase    over    calcu- 

Condition    of  ceiling.    Condition   of  walls.  lated    illumination. 

Very    dark  Very    dark  0% 

Medium  Very   dark  15% 

Medium  Medium  40% 

Very  light  Very    dark  30% 

Verj'  light  Medium  55% 

Very  light  Very    light  80% 

These  flgures  should  not  be  used  in  connection  with  the 
tables — Lumens  per  watt  constants.  Pig.  12,  nor  illumination 
constants.  Fig.  13,  of  Mr.  Twomey's  paper,  as  in  these  tables 
consideration  has  been  given  to  effect  of  wall  and  ceiling 
reflection. 

Below  is  a  more  complete  table  covering  the  lumens  per 
watt  constant  than  that  given  in  F^g.  12. 

Note. — These   constants   are   correct   for   the   lamps   only 


WATTS    REQUIRED    TO    ILLUMINATE  A  ROOM. 
The  following  constants  apply  where  one  has  a  medium  or  large  room:  lamps  hanging  pendant  10  to  17 

Lamps.  Equipment.  Ceiling  Walls 

Tungsten   1.25   w.n.c.  Clear  Holophane  Light  Light 

<•  "  "  Light  Dark 

"  "  «•  '*  "  Dark  Dark 

Enamelled    or   satin    finish  Light  Light 

"  "  •■  "        "  "  Light  Dark 

"  *'  "  "  "       "  "  Dark  Dark 

Gem  2.5  "  '  'Jlear  Holophane  Light  Light 

Light  Dark 

"  "  "  *'  "  Dark  Dark 

Carbon         3.1  "  "  "  Light  Light 

■•  "  "  ••  "  Light  Dark 

"  Lamps  bare  Light  Light 

"  "  "  "  Light  Medium 

"  Opal   Dome   or  Cone  Light  Dark 

.,  4.  €•  ..  «        .<       •<  Light  Light 


feet  above  floor. 


Constant 

5.0 

4.0 

3.4 

4.3 

3.4 

2.8 

2.2 

1.8 

1.5 

1.8 

1.5 
.6  to  1.3 
.5  to    .8 

1.4 

1.7 


July    22,    1911.] 


JOURNAL    OF    ELECTRICITY,    POWER    AND    GAS 


83 


when  operated  at  their  rated  watts  per  horizontal  candle- 
power.  For  lamps  operating  at  other  efficiencies,  the  change 
in  this  constant  is  universally  proportional  to  the  ratio  of  the 
watts  per  candle. 

The  following  is  a  more  complete  table  of  foot-candle 
intensities  recommended  than  will  be  found  in  Mr.  Twomey's 
Fig.  11.  This  table  covers  the  various  classes  of  service  most 
thoroughly : 


Arcade  (in  addition  to  light  received  from  show  windows) 

Armory    or    Drill    Hall     

Art    Gallery    (walls)     

Auditorium     

Automobile   Showroom    

Automobile     (interior)      

Ballroom     

Bank     

Barroom     

Barber    shop    

Bath     (public) 

Dressing   Rooms    

Swimming  Pool    

Billboard     

Billiard   Room    (general)    

Billiard    Table     

Bowling  Alley — 

Alley    

Pins     

Cafe     

Cardroom     

Carpenter    Shop    

Cars — 

Baggage     

Day   Coach    

Dining    

Mail    

Pullman     

Street     

Courts — 

Handball     

Squash     

Tennis    

Courtroom     

Church     

Club— 

For  ^'ar^ous  rooms,  see  Bath,  Hotel,  Residence,  etc. 

Dance   Hall    

Depot    (waiting   room)    

Desk     

Draughting  Room   

Engraving     

Factory — ■ 

General  illumination  only,  "where  additional  special  il- 
lumination  of  each   machine   or  bench   is  provided 

Local   Bench   Illumination    

Complete'   (no  local)    illumination    

Fire  Stations — 

When  alarm  is  turned  in    

At  other  times    

Foundry     

Garage     

Gymnasium    

Hall- 
See  Auditorium,  Corridor  of  Hotel  or  Office  Bldg. 
Hospital — 

Corridors    

Wards    (with   local   illumination   supplied) 

Wards   (with  local  ilumination  supplied) 

Operating    Table    

Hotels — 

Lobby     

Dining   Room    

■  Writing  Room    

Corridor     

Bed   Room    

Laboratory   

Laundry   

Library    

Stock  room   

Reading  room    ("with   no   local    illumination  supplied)  .  . 

Reading  room    (with  local  illumination   supplied) 

Lodge  Room    . . 

Lunch  Room    

Machine  Shop  (general)    

Market 

Moving  Picture  Theatre    

Museum    

Office    

Opera  House  (see  Theater). 

Pattern  Shops   

Pool  Room  (general)    

Pool  Table    

Pcwer    House    

Postal   Service    

Press  Room    

Public  Square   


1.00 

2.0 

5.0 

2.0 

5.0 

1.0 

2.0 

3.0 

3.0 

2.5 

1.0 
2.0 
8.0 
.8 
5.0 

1.5 
■4.0 
2.5 
2.0 
2.5 

1.0 
2.0 
1.8 
7.0 
2.0 
2.0 

7.0 
7.0 
7.0 
2.0 
2.0 


2.0 
1.5 
4.0 
8.0 
10.0 


1.5 
4.0 
4.0 

3.0 
1.0 
3.0 
2.0 
2.5 


.5 
12.0 

2.0 
2.0 
2.0 
.6 
1.5 
3.0 
2.0 

1.5 
3.5 
.7 
2.5 
2.0 
1.0 
3.0 
1.5 
3.0 
4.0 

3.0 
.8 
5.0 
2.5 
7.0 
4.0 
.8 


Reading  (ordinary  print) 2  0 

Reading    (fine   print) 25 

Residence — 

Porch   2 

Porch    (reading  light) .  .  .  .    1.0 

Hall    (entrance) .7 

Reception    Room    ]  ]    15 

Parlor .  .  . .        15 

Sitting   Room    [    jg 

Library    ' '   20 

Music  Room   |    20 

Dining   Room    .......'    15 

Pantry   "    20 

Kitchen    2  0 


Laundry 


1.5 


Hall    (upstairs) 5 


Bedroom 


1.5 


Bathroom     2.0 

Furnace  Room 7 


Storeroom 


.7 


Restaurant 2.0 

Rink  (skating)    |    2^0 

Rug  Rack '\  ij'o 

Saloon    3  0 

School — 

Class  Room  2.5 

Study  Room   2.5 

Assembly  Room    2.O 

Office   2.5 

Cloak   Room    g 

Corridor     g 

Manual  Training   3.0 

Laboratory     3.0 

Drawing     5.0 

Sewing    (light  goods)    (.3 

Sewing  (dark  goods)    ' . . . .    S.O 

Shipping    Room    1.5 

Show  Window — 

Light  Goods g.o 

Medium   Goods    16.0 

Dark  Goods    20. 0 

Sign    8.0 

Stable    1.0 

Station   (railroad)    2.O 

Stereotyping    4.0 

Stock  Room   1.0 

Store — 

Art    4.0 

Baker  3.0 

Book    3.5 

Butcher     3.5 

China    2.5 

Cigar    3.0 

Clothing    5.0 

Cloak   and    Suit    5.0 

Confectionery    3.0 

Decorator     3.0 

Department    (see  each   department). 

Drug     3.0 

Dry   Goods    4.0 

Florist      3.0 

Furniture 5.0 

Furrier    5.0 

Grocery     3.0 

Haberdasher    3.5 

Hard■v^^are    4.5 

Hat    4.0 

Jewelry     3.5 

Lace     3.0 

Leather     3.5 

Meat     3.5 

Men's   Furnishings    3.5 

Millinery    4.0 

Music    3.0 

Notions    3.0 

Piano    4.0 

Post  Cards    3.0 

Shoe    3.5 

Stationery    3.5 

Tailor     4.0 

Tobacco   3.0 

Street — 

Business   (not  including  light  from  show  windows  and 

signs)     5 

Residence    1 

Prominent  (in  residence  districts) 2 

Country  Roads    06 

Studio    4.0 

Telephone   exchange    (general) . . .' 3.0 

Theatre — 

Lobby     3.0 

.\uditorium     2.0 

Train    Sheds    1.0 

Typesetting    8.0 

Warehouse    1-5 

Wharf    1.0 

T.  M.  C.  A.   (see  Clubs) 
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Nicola    Tesla  in    a    recent    lecture    promises    the 

world  that  at  an  early  date  he  will  be  able  to  transmit 

.       ,.       .  throuafh    the    bowels    of   the    earth 

Application  i     ,^-           •     i                               i  •  i 

,,:  ,    r-  selective   wireless  messages  which 
High  rrequency 

Tests 


can  w'ith  ease  be  read  in  the  heart 
of  the  Sahara  Desert  or  in  the 
great  commercial  centers  by  a  receiver  carefully  tuned 
to  that  of  the  sender,  wiping  out  all  hitherto  short- 
comings-of  wireless  telephony  or  telegraphy  so  far  as 
impediments  due  to  distance,  location  or  interference 
are  concerned. 

In  these  days  of  progress,  scientists  stand  aghast, 
wondering  what  great  advance  will  next  be  ip^cle.  I 
is  not  necessary  to  speculate  on  future  dreams  and 
prophesies,  however,  for  realities  of  the  present  afford 
us  abundant  food  for  thought.  The  intricate  and  deli- 
cate phenomena  attendant  upon  high  frequency  varia- 
tions seem  to  afiford  the  greatest  field  for  immediate 
useful  application.  Already  it  is  bearing  fruit.  The 
study  of  the  selective  use  of  wave  frequency  of  such 
lengths  as  are  visible  to  the  eye  have  resulted  in  enor- 
mous increases  in  lighting  efficiencies.  On  the  other 
hand,  application  of  dififerent  wave  frequencies  in  tele- 
phony have  resulted  not  only  in  selective  signalling, 
but  also  in  the  extension  of  the  modern  telephone  use 
over  distances  that  were  thought  absolutely  impracti- 
cable but  a  few  years  back.  These  improvements  in 
the  telephone  have  resulted  in  its  present  almost  indis- 
pensable use  in  the  despatching  of  railroad  traffic,  both 
electric   and   steam. 


Complete    reports    for    1907,    the    latest    year    for 
V'-hich  full  data  are  available,  show  that  an  average  of 
4.47  per  cent  interest  was  paid  on 
As  to  Rate  the  $600,677,685  outstanding  bonds 

Reductions  of   electric    light   and   power   com- 

panies in  the  United  States.  On 
the  $75,313,725  preferred  stock  an  average  of  3.21  per 
cent  was  paid  in  dividends  and  on  the  $666,003,772 
common  stock  then  outstanding  an  average  of  2.53  per 
cent  was  paid.  This  is  an  average  of  3.44  per  cent 
paid  in  1907  on  a  total  capitalization  of  $1,341,995,182 
for  the  electric  light  and  power  industry  in  this  coun- 

The  investors  who  received  such  small  immediate 
returns  on  their  money  should  be  encouraged  by  the 
communit3^'s  being  thus  provided  with  the  greatest 
convenience  of  modern  times.  In  lightening  labor,  dis- 
pelling darkness  and  diminishing  distance,  electricity 
has  become  well-nigh  indispensable.  But  without 
capital  it  is  well-nigh  impossible.  Yet  capital,  natur- 
ally timid,  is  scared  away  by  arbitrary  rate  reductions 
and  threatening  municipal  competition  in  a  field  which 
statistics  show  is  little  more  than  self-supporting.  The 
investor  is  discouraged  and  forced  to  seek  other  chan- 
nels, for  money  is  fluid,  though  capital  is  not  necessar- 
ih^  water.     It  is  easily  diverted  by  small  obstacles. 

These  obstacles  can  be  removed.  Public  service 
commissions  are  raising  unreasonably  low  rates  and 
stabilizing  the  business.  Each  year  finds  new  uses 
and  new  users.  The  corporations  are  endeavoring  to 
please  those  they  serve  and  it  only  remains  for  a 
united  public  opinion  to  indose  those  optimistic  men 
who  are  risking  capital  for  public  welfare. 
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In  our  last  issue  brief  allusion  was  made  editor- 
ially, to  the  rapid  advance  in  the  use  of  high  voltages 

_      ,.      .  for  the  electric  transmission  of  en- 

Studies  in 

High  Tension  j^   j^   interesting    to    summarize 

Transmission  ^j^^  experiences  of  three  companies 

that  have  used  100,000  volts  or  over  for  a  number  of 
months  and  which  were  reported  upon  in  detail  at  the 
recent  Chicago  convention  of  the  A.  I.  E.  E.  The 
plants  of  these  companies  are  situated  in  widely  sepa- 
rated portions  of  the  countr}' :  namely,  the  Great  West- 
ern Power  Co.  has  its  plant  in  California ;  the  Great 
Falls  Power  Co.  in  Montana,  and  the  Southern  Power 
Co.  in  Northern  Carolina.  All  three  use  overhead 
grounded  wires  and  string  their  power  lines  upon  tow- 
ers varying  in  distance  from  over  600  ft.  in  level  coun- 
try to  over  half  a  mile  over  hilly  country  or  water  chan- 
nels. Both  stranded  copper  and  aluminum  are  in  suc- 
cessful operation.  Two  plants  have  been  subjected  to 
frequent  lightning  storms  and  in  neither  case  has  seri- 
ous damage  happened.  In  fact,  a  total  shutdown  of  39 
minutes  is  the  summary  for  eighteen  months  opera- 
tion. The  charging  current  in  each  case  very  nearly 
agrees  with  the  computed  currents,  thus  showing  that 
mathematical  processes  can  definitely  foretell  results 
of  this  nature.  The  suspension  type  of  insulator  seems 
to  be  the  favorite,  no  serious  trouble  from  either 
swinging  of  insulators  or  conductors  having  arisen. 
The  question  of  opening  the  high  tension  side  appears 
to  have  no  more  difficulty  attached  to  it  than  those  of 
much  less  voltages.  The  wind  and  sleet  seem  to  have 
caused  but  little  trouble.  One  plant  reports  that  in 
a  sixty  mile  per  hour  wind  storm,  it  is  their  opinion 
that  the  wires  of  their  transmission  system  will  all 
sway  sideways  at  approximately  a  similar  angle  of 
about  40  degrees  and  thus  no  trouble  will  be  experi- 
enced one  with  another.  Those  presupposing  corona 
effects  from  such  high  voltages  found  their  prophecies 
unsubstantiated.  The  plant  manager  reporting  the 
greatest  corona  effect  states  that  this  practically  dis- 
appeared after  three  weeks'  operation  and  accounts  for 
its  disappearance  as  being  due  to  the  rough  points  in 
si  ringing  the  wires  having  either  been  blunted  or  worn 
oiif  during  this  period  of  service.  The  question  of  inter- 
ference of  telephone  wires  seems  to  have  been  prop- 
erly handled. 

At  the  same  meeting  of  the  A.  I.  E.  E.  above  re- 
ported, the  data  collected  from  an  exhaustive  set  of 
tests  on  the  law  of  the  corona  and  the  dielectric 
strength  of  air  were  presented.  It  may  well  be  stated 
that  the  laws  of  this  hitherto  uncertain  phenomena 
h.ave  been  finally  and  successfully  solved  for  all  prac- 
tical purposes.  Briefly,  the  corona  losses  have  been 
found  to  be  proportional  to  the  frequency,  to  the 
square  of  the  excess  voltage  above  the  disruptive  crit- 
ical voltage,  to  the  square  root  of  the  conductor  radius 
and  inversely  proportional  to  the  square  root  of  the 
conductor  distance.  It  is  found  that  atmospheric  con- 
ditions have  an  influence  also  upon  this  loss ;  namely, 
smoke,  fog,  sleet,  rain  storms  and  snow  storms  lower 
the  critical  voltage  and  increase  the  loss,  the  effect  of 
snow  being  greater  than  that  of  any  other  weather  con- 
ditions. Humidity  or  "vapor  products"  have  no  eft'ect 
on  either  critical  voltage  or  the  loss,  while  heavy  wind 


has   no   effect   on   either  at   ordinary   conuiicrcial   fre- 
cjuencies. 

It  is  difficult  to  say  whether  conditicms  in  the  near 
future  will  warrant  even  higher  voltages  and  as  to 
what  the  outcome  of  such  an  advance  might  be.  This 
is  certain,  hovvexer,  that  present  experience  clearly 
demonstrates  that  voltages  up  to  100,000  are  eminently 
practical. 


It  is  interesting  to  note  the  e\-er  increasing  de- 
mands  upon  interurban   electric  service.     Aside   from 

17     •  i_i  T-     re-  bringinaf  the  peoiDle  of  the  rural  dis- 

Freight  Traffic       ,      ,  '  .     „  ,     , 

.    j~  tncts  one  step  nearer  to  the  pulsat- 

ing  life  of  the  city,  it  aids  wonder- 
Interurban  j^jjjy  j^^  ^j.,g  ^^^  ^^  assuring  rapid 

and  cheap  transportation  of  fruits  and  other  farm  pro- 
ducts of  a  perishable  nature.  In  the  thickly  populated 
regions  of  the  Middle  West  this  means  of  ready  trans- 
portation of  fruits  has  proven  of  wonderful  ser\-ice  in 
the  sectu'ing  of  maximum  good  results. 

In  order  that  fruit  may  bring  the  best  prices  it 
must  be  laid  down  in  the  heart  of  the  fruit  market  com- 
paratively fresh,  be  neat  and  attractive  in  appearance, 
and  possess  delicious  flavor  and  other  natural  charac- 
teristics. Transportation  by  water  is  excellent  when 
the  same  is  of  ready  access,  for  the  water,  by  cooling 
the  atmosphere  lowers  the  temperature  some  degrees, 
as  a  rule,  and  at  the  same  time  this  mode  of  transpor- 
tation is  free  from  dirt  and  dust,  liut  it  is  (inly  in  a 
few  fa\'ored  localities  that  water  transp(_)rtati(.)n  is 
practicable.  Unquestionably  the  next  best  mode  is 
the  electric  interurban  ser\'ice.  As  an  example  of  the 
many  fruit-carrying  interurban  roads  ma_\-  be  men- 
tioned the  Northern  Electric  Railway  Company,  oper- 
ating between  Chico  and  Sacramento,  with  about  100 
miles  of  road,  its  entire  length  passing  through  a  re- 
gion almost  exclusively  given  to  fruit  growing  and 
farm  products.  This  road  has  operated  cars  for  the 
exclusive  handling  of  fruit  for  the  past  four  years  and 
although  at  the  time  of  starting  the  service  this  class 
of  business  was  of  a  small  extent,  it  has  grown  until 
today  the  revenue  derived  from  this  business  helps  con- 
siderably to  swell  the  net  income  of  the  company.  Suc- 
cess in  this  case  is  due  not  only  to  the  fact  that  the 
farmer  recognizes  the  value  to  be  derived  from  ship- 
ping his  fruit  in  this  manner,  but  parti}-  from  the 
fact  that  the  company  has  treated  the  small  shipper  ex- 
actly like  the  larger.  If  a  man  has  but  one  case  of 
fruit  to  be  shipped  he  is  shown  the  same  consideration 
as  the  man  who  has  a  hundred.  Under  the  system  just 
cited  one  of  the  best  evidences  of  the  value  of  this  serv- 
ice to  the  growers  is  shown  1)y  the  fact  that  land  readily 
accessible  to  the  interurban  has  increased  in  vjllue  dur- 
ing the  past  few  years  about  30  per  cent,  while  land  at 
a  distance  has  advanced  comparatively  little. 

Many  illustrations  might  also  be  cited  from  other 
interurban  systems  of  the  Pacific  Slope  which  represent 
such  an  aggressive  factor  in  our  rapid  growth.  The 
opening  of  the  Panama  Canal  will  add  much  to  our 
material  prosperity.  Our  interurban  systems  will  as- 
sure rapid  transits  of  fruits  to  the  Coast  cities.  Thence 
by  water,  the  great  markets  of  tlic  world  will  be  easily 
accessible.  Such  opportunities  before  us  for  commer- 
cial development  we  can  hardly  estimate! 
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PERSONALS. 

Thomas  Mirk  of  the  firm  of  Hunt,  Mirk  &  Co.,  is  en- 
joying an  outing  at  Lake  Tahoe. 

K.  G.  Dunn,  of  Hunt,  Mirk  &  Co.,  has  returned  to  San 
Francisco,  after  a  trip  to   Denver. 

J.  M.  Berkley,  with  the  Edison  Electric  Company  of  Los 
Angeles,  was  at  San  Francisco  last  week. 

John  M.  Gardiner,  a  veteran  electric  railway  man  of  Los 
Angeles,  was  at  San  Francisco  last  week. 

H.  R.  Noack,  general  manager  of  Pierson,  Roeding  &  Co., 
has  returned  to  his  San  Francisco  office  after  visiting  Denver 
on  business. 

R.  D.  Holabird,  president  of  the  Holabird-Reynolds  Com- 
pany, recently  returned  to  San  Francisco  after  spending  a 
vacation  at  Lake  Tahoe. 

E.  I.  Pratt,  advertising  manager  for  the  Kellogg  Switch- 
Board  &  Supply  Co.,  has  returned  to  Chicago  from  a  brief 
trip  to  the  Pacific  Coast. 

H.  L.  Middleton  of  Boulder  Cre^k,  who  has  electric  light- 
ing interests  in  the  Santa  Cruz  mountains,  was  a  San  Fran- 
cisco visitor  during  the  past  week. 

S.  N.  Griffith  of  FYesno,  who  has  been  prominently  iden- 
tified with  the  promotion  and  construction  of  electric  railroads 
at  Fresno,  was  a  recent  San  Francisco  visitor. 

F.  B.  Gleason,  Pacific  Coast  manager  for  the  Western 
Electric  Company  is  expected  to  return  to  his  San  Francisco 
office  this  week  from  a  trip  through  the  Northwest. 

F.  W.  Cox,  of  Carson,  Nev.,  has  arrived  at  San  Francisco 
en  route  to  the  Orient,  where  he  expects  to  take  charge  of 
the  agency  for  a  large  American  electric  manufacturing 
company. 

M.  C.  Miller,  assistant  to  the  president  of  the  AUis- 
Chalmers  Company,  returned  to  Milwaukee  last  week  after 
visiting  Fred  L.  Webster,  the  Pacific  Coast  m&nager,  at  San 
Francisco. 

E.  B.  Spaulding,  salesman  with  the  engineering  and  con- 
tractors' department  of  the  San  Francisco  office  of  H.  W. 
Johns-Manville  Co.,  is  spending  a  month's  vecation  at  Sioux 
City,   Iowa. 

F.  O.  Sievers,  salesman  with  the  Fort  Wayne  Electric 
Works,  of  the  General  Electric  Co.,  is  covering  Southern  Cali- 
fornia. J.  A.  Herr,  of  the  Sprague  Electric  sales  force  is  in 
the  same  territory  on  a  business  trip, 

R.  H.  Fenkhausen,  who  for  the  past  six  years  has  been 
chief  electrician  at  the  Risdon  Iron  &  Locomotive  Works, 
entered  the  service  of  the  Union  Iron  Works  Company  of  San 
Francisco  as  electrical  engineer,  beginning  July  1st. 

The  Oregon  State  Board  of  Health  has  appointed  Louis 
C.  Kelsey  of  Portland,  Ore.,  consulting  engineer  to  advise  the 
Board  in  matters  relating  to  municipal  water  supply  and 
sewerage,  construction,  including  methods  for  sanitary  dis- 
posal of  sewage. 

H.  H.  Noble,  president  of  the  Northern  California  Power 
Company,  has  just  returned  from  a  trip  to  the  Coleman  hydro- 
electric plant  which  is  nearing  completion.  It  is  probable 
that  current  from  this  new  development  will  be  available 
early  in  August. 

G.  R.  Milford,  who  has  general  supervision  of  hydro- 
electric construction  work  on  the  Northern  California  Power 
Company's  system,  visited  the  San  Francisco  office  last 
week  and  is  now  making  an  observation  tour  of  various  power 
plants  in  the  State  of  California. 


C.  L.  Harriman,  an  official  of  Chicago  Street  Railway 
lines,  was  a  San  Francisco  visitor  during  the  past  week. 

Louis  C.  Kelsey,  Selling  building,  Portland,  Ore.,  has  been 
employed  by  the  City  of  Gladstone,  Ore.,  as  engineer  to 
prepare  specifications,  plans,  estimates,  etc.,  for  a  pumping 
plant  and  waterworks  system.  An  election  to  vote  $20,000 
bonds  for  construction  will  be  held  July  31st. 

G.  A.  Schneider,  sales  engineer  with  the  San  Francisco 
office  of  the  Western  Electric  Company,  recently  returned 
fi'om  the  annual  conference  of  power  apparatus  specialists  at 
New  York  City  and  nearby  factories.  During  his  return  he 
attended  the  A.  I.  E.  B.  meeting  at  Chicago,  and  visited  the 
company's  offices  at  Chicago  and  Omaha. 

F.  L.  McNally,  district  commercial  superintendent  of  the 
Pacific  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Company,  has  b«en  pro- 
moted and  transferred  to  the  Seattle  district.  The  change 
caused  several  other  promotions.  District  Superintendent  F. 
F.  De  Lury,  formerly  at  the  head  of  the  Oakland  district, 
having  taken  McNally's  place  at  San  Francisco,  and  having 
been  succeeded  in  turn,  at  Oakland,  by  H.  C.  Brownlee,  the 
former  commercial  manager  at  that  point.  Maynard  Bailey, 
formerly  commercial  manager  at  Berkeley,  has  been  given 
the  same  position  at  Oakland,  and  B.  A.  Glover,  the  former 
contract  agent  of  the  Oakland  district,  has  been  made  com- 
mercial manager  at  Berkeley. 


NEW   BULLETINS. 

A  unique  bulletin  has  just  been  published  by  the  Bridge- 
port Brass  Company,  entitled  the  "Line  of  Long  Life."  The 
bulletin  sets  forth  the  claims  of  "Phono-Electric"  trolley  wire 
in  a  very  pithy  yet  attractive  manner. 

The  Welsbach  Company  of  Gloucester,  New  Jersey,  have 
just  published  a  new  bulletin  on  "Filament  Ignition  of  Gas." 
The  paper  is  edited  by  the  experimental  engineeiHng  depart- 
ment of  the  Welsbach  Company.  In  a  logical  sequence  is 
reviewed  filament  ignition  of  gas  by  small  platinum  wire  and 
giving  finally  a  detailed  description  of  the  new  ignition 
process  now  being  put  on  the  market  by  the  company.  The 
paper  is  both  useful  and  instructive. 


TRADE    NOTES. 

Contracts  for  tunnel  work  on  the  Oakland-Antioch  electric 
road  are  being  received  at  the  local  office  of  J.  G.  White  & 
Co.,  103  Edith  St.,  Oakland,  Cal. 

A  unique  electric  chocolate  warmer  is  described  in  a 
pamphlet  from  the  Cutler-Hammer  Mfg.  Co.,  Otis  &  Squires, 
of  San  Francisco  being  Pacific  Coast  agents. 

The  Westing-house  Electric  &  Mfg.  Co.,  East  Pittsburg, 
Pa.,  has  received  an  order  from  the  Oakland  Traction  Com- 
pany, Oakland,  Cal.,  for  ten  equipments  of  type  HL  (non- 
automatic)  unit  switch  control. 

The  Fort  Wayne  Electric  Works  has  sold  to  the  Granite 
Gravel  Company,  San  Francisco,  a  125-h.p.  induction  motor 
for  a  gravel  haulage  engine,  including  swivel  base,  for  use  at 
Livermore.  Also  a  125-h.p.  motor  which  will  be  direct- 
connected  to  a  duplicate  gravel  hoist,  built  by  the  United  Iron 
Works  of  Oakland  for  the  same  company. 

The  General  Electric  Company  has  sold  to  the  North- 
western Pacific  Railway  Company  a  500-kw.,  3-bearing  motor- 
generator  set  rated  as  follows:  One  A.T.I.  10,  660-k.v.a.,  720- 
r.p.m.,  2200-v.,  synchronous  motor  mounted  on  the  same  base 
with  and  direct-connected  to  one  M.P.C.  4,  500-v.,  600-v./600-v., 
compound  wound  railway  generator  with  direct-connected 
exciter. 
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997,893.     Metallic  Railroad  Tie.    Oscar  W.  Beaob,  Los  An-  plurality   of   combustion   chambers,   and    pistons   arranged    to 

geles,   Cal.     A   metallic   railroad   tie   comprising  two   channel  operate  in  said  cylinders  and  provided  with  abutments  to  op- 
members  extending  side  by  side  with  their  channels   placed 

together  forming  a  hollow  tie,  means  clamping  said  channel  f 


members  together,  said  channel  members  being  provided  with 
lugs  for  engagement  with  the  rail,  and  blocks  within  said 
channel  members  filling  the  same  at  portions  adjacent  to  said 
lugs  to  form  a  reinforced  support  beneath  the  rail,  and  sound 
deadening  filling  in  said  blocks. 

997,918.  RockCrusher.  Adolph  W.  Jones,  Oakland,  Cal. 
The  combination  in  a  gyratory  crusher,  of  exterior  dies,  and 
interior  coacting  shoes,  a  shaft  upon  which  said  shoes  are 
carried,  a  ball  in  which  the  lower  end  of  the  shaft  is  stepped, 
a   globular   socket   in   which    said    ball    is   turnable,   a   corre- 


sponding ball  and  socket  support  for  the  upper  end  of  the 
shaft,  a  horizontally  turnable  driving  gear  to  which  said  ball 
and  socket  bearing  is  eccentrically  connected,  and  means 
whereby  the  bearing  is  adjustable  on  the  gear  to  vary  the 
radius  of  gyration  of  the  shaft. 

997,824.  Rotary  Internal-Combustion  Engine.  Jacob  Ja- 
oobsen,  San  Francisco,  Cal.  A  rotary  engine  of  the  internal 
combustion  type  comprising  a  rotary  shaft,  a  stationary  mem- 
ber provided  with  a  plurality  of  radially  disposed  cylinders:, 
plungers  fixedly  supported  at  the  inner  ends  of  the  cylinders 
and  a  circular  rim  connecting  the  outer  ends  of  the  cylinders, 
a   rotary   member   fastened   to   said    shaft   and   comprising   a 


erate  through  said  circular  rim  across  the  space  of  the  com- 
bustion chamber  in  successive  order. 

997,826.  Surveying  Instrument.  Paul  Jones,  Ontario,  Ore., 
assignor  of  one-third  to  A.  N.  Soliss,  Ontario,  Ore.  The  com- 
bination of  a  base  member,  of  a  protractor  secured  at  one 
end  of  said  base  member,  a  side  member  pivoted  to  said 
protractor,  the  pivotal  bearing  of  said  side  member  having 
an  opening  formed  therethrough,  a  slide  carried  by  said  base 


member,  a  protractor  connected  with  said  slide,  a  second  side 
member  pivoted  to  said  slide,  the  pivotal  bearing  of  said 
second  side  member  having  an  opening  formed  therethrough, 
and  means  for  pivotally  connecting  said  side  members,  the 
pivotal  bearing  of  said  connecting  means  having  an  opening 
formed  therethrough. 

997,382.  Culvert  Structure.  Charles  A.  Foster,  Portland, 
Ore.  A  culvert  structure  comprising  a  base  plate  having  up- 
turned side  flanges  and  an  up-turned  intermediate  flange,  and 


a  pair  of  arched  top  members  adapted  each   to  engage  said 
intermediate  flange  and  one  of  said  side  flanges. 
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WESTERN  ELECTRIC  PROGRESS  ON  THE  PACIFIC  COAST 

BY  G.   A.   SCHNEIDER. 

Of  the  modern  electrical  supply  houses  on  the  .Pacific 
Coast  that  of  the  Western  Electric  Company  at  San  Francisco 
is  the  largest,  and  may  also  be  considered  as  the  oldest,  as  it 
was  developed  from  the  California  Electrical  Works,  which 
was  the  first  electrical  supply  house  in  the  West. 

Historically,  this  original  company  dates  from  1877,  when 
it  was  incorporated  as  the  California  Electrical  Works,  in 
v/hich  was  consolidated  the  Electrical  Construction  and  Main- 
tenance Company — organized  in  1868 — The  California  Electric 
Power  Company,  the  Pacific  Electro-Depositing  Works  and 
the  California  Electric  Gas  Light  Company. 

In  1892  the  California  Electrical  Works  became  identified 
v/ith  the  interests  of  the  Western  Electric  Company  of  Chi- 
cago, acting  as  Pacific  Coast  agents  for  the  latter  concern. 
The  business  continued  under  the  original  name  until  May, 
1908,  when  it  was  changed  to  the  Western  Electric  Company. 

The  offices  and  main  warehouse  of  this  company  are 
located  on  the  north  side  of  Folsom  street,  at  Hawthorne 
street,  a  small  thoroughfare  running  parallel  with  and  between 
Second  and  Third  streets.  The  building  consists  of  three  sec- 
tions, each  of  four  stories,  covering  a  ground  area  of  about 
300  by  150  feet  and  having  110,000  square  feet  of  fioor  space. 
Certain  sections  of  the  building  are  used  for  warehouse  pur- 
poses, another  for  manufacturing  or  shop  purposes,  while  the 
fourth  floor  contains  the  offices  of  the  company. 

In  laying  out  the  building  special  care  was  taken  to  de- 
sign it  with  due  regard  for  safety  from  fire,  with  the  result 
that  the  entire  premises  are  of  mill  type  construction,  with 
walls  of  brick  faced  with  red  pressed  brick,  and  the  windows 
oi  wireglass  throughout,  all  features  being  in  accord  with  the 
fire  underwriters'  requirements.  Under  the  rear  courtyard 
tliere  is  a  reservoir  having  a  capacity  of  120,000  gallons  of 
water,  while  en  the  roof  is  a  50,000-gallon  tank,  which  supplies 
water  for  numerous  automatic  sprinklers  placed  throughout 
the  building. 

The  logic  of  this  construction  and  fire  protection  was  well 
proven  during  the  great  fire,  when  the  entire  building  was 
saved. 

To  conduct  the  enormous  business  of  this  company,  at 
San  Francisco,  requires  a  large  investment  and  the  services 
of  from  250  to  300  people.  A  large  portion  of  the  investment 
covers  the  heavy  stock  of  supplies,  telephone  apparatus,  cable 
and  power  apparatus  regularly  kept  on  hand. 

In  addition  to  the  building  just  described,  the  company 
maintain  a  large  warehouse  at  Emeryville,  California.  Here 
they  have  available  about  56,000  square  feet  of  floor  space  in 
the  building  and  160,000  square  feet  of  space  in  the  surround- 
ing yards,  in  which  cable,  poles  and  material  of  a  similar 
nature  are  stored. 

The  company  also  have  a  pole  yard  at  Weco,  California, 
covering  approximately  fifteen  acres.  At  this  point  a  large 
and  varied  stock  of  poles — usually  about  20,000  in  number — 
are  kept.  This  site  was  chosen  as  a  storage  yard  on  account 
of  facilities  afforded  for  handling  boat  shipments,  all  of  the 
poles  being  shipped  from  the  forests  in  Washington  and  Ore- 
gon in  this  manner. 

A  better  idea  of  the  volume  of  material  handled  by  these 
warehouses  may  be  gained  from  the  statement  that  within 
the  last  year  301  full  carloads  of  supplies  were  handled.  This 
does  not  inchide  the  pole  shipments  received  at  Weco. 

This  well-selected  stock  is  supplemented  by  a  complete 
manufacturing  plant  on  the  third  floor  of  the  Folsom  street 
building,  enabling  the  company  to  assemble  certain  lines  of 


apparatus  to  meet  special  requirements.  This  applies  par- 
ticularly to  telephone  switchboards  and  apparatus,  and  in 
these  shops  many  of  the  private  exchange  boards  used  on  the 
Pacific  Coast  are  assembled.  Ample  facilities  are  also  pro- 
vided for'  all  kinds  of  repairs  and  telephone  and  telegraph 
apparatus. 

To  further  properly  care  for  their  business  on  this  Coast, 
the  Western  Electric  Company  also  maintain  offices  and  ware- 
houses at  Los  Angeles,  Oakland,  Seattle  and  Portland.  The 
latter  house  is  the  latest  to  be  established,  having  been  put 
in  operation  last  August. 

Each  of  these  houses  carry  complete  stocks  and  are  con- 
ducted along  the  same  lines,  thus  insuring  the  same  high- 
grade  service  all  along  the  coast. 


TROLLEY   HARPS. 

The  Ohio  Brass  Company  of  Mansfield,  Ohio,  is  listing  a 
new  design  of  trolley  harp  for  which  several  commendable 
features  are  claimed. 

The  harps  are  so  designed  as  to  eliminate  all  sharp  cor- 
ners or  projections  which  would  be  liable  to  catch  in  the 
overhead.    Great  strength  has  been  obtained  with  light  weight. 


Clever  Design  of  Trolley  Harp  with  Phosphor  Bronze  Contacts 

The  body  casting  is  made  of  malleable  iron  and  is  provided 
with  a  rope  hole  on  each  side  so  that  it  may  be  reversed  when 
one  side  is  worn. 

The  contact  springs  are  made  of  phosphor  bronze  and 
are  held  in  place  without  the  use  of  any  rivets  or  other  fas- 
tening devices  so  that  they  may  be  easily  and  quickly  re- 
newed when  worn.  They  are  provided  with  reversible  wear- 
ing washers  which  may  be  worn  on  both  sides  before  renewal 
is  necessary. 


TRADE  NOTES. 

The  San  Francisco,  Oakland  &  San  Jose  R.  R.  Co.,  San 
Francisco,  Cal.,  has  recently  placed  an  order  with  the  West- 
iaghouse  Electric  &.  Mfg.  Co.,  East  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  for  25  dou- 
ble equipments  of  No.  302  railway  motors  and  type  M  control. 

The  General  Electric  Company  recently  sold  to  the  Pacific 
Gas  and  Electric  Company  a  2-unit,  2-bearing,  reversible, 
motor-generator  set,  consisting  of  one  M.P.C.,  8-pole,  1000-kw., 
514-r.p.m.,  550/600-v.,  compound  wound,  d.c.  generator  with 
commutating  poles,  direct-connected  to  one  A.T.I. ,  14-pole, 
n20-kw.,  4000 /2300-v.,  synchronous  motor. 
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NEWS  NOTES 


FINANCIAL. 
SALEM,  ORE. — Articles  of  increase  of  capital  stock  have 
been  filed  with  the  Secretary  of  State  by  the  H.  M.  Byllesby 
Company  of  New  Jersey,  Increased  to  $6,000,000. 

VANCOUVER,  WASH.— The  local  plant  of  the  Portland 
Railway,  Light  and  Power  Company,  which  was  recently 
destroyed  by  fire,  is  to  be  rebuilt  at  a  cost  of  $65,000. 

SAN  DIEGO,  CAL.— Work  which  will  cost  the  San  Diego 
Consolidated  Gas  and  Electric  Company  about  $75,000  will 
begin  as  soon  as  material  for  underground  wire  conduits  is 
received. 

OROVILLE,  CAL. — That  the  Sacramento  Valley  Power 
Company  is  planning  an  extension  of  its  system  to  Oroville, 
as  well  as  to  other  valley  cities,  became  apparent  when  news 
reached  Oroville  that  the  company  had  mortgaged  its  holdings 
for  $2,000,000. 

FRESNO,  CAL.— At  the  last  meeting  of  the  board  of 
directors  of  the  Fresno,  Hanford  and  Summit  Lake  Railroad 
Company,  all  the  debts  of  the  company,  contracted  before 
the  money  for  the  building  of  the  road  was  secured  from  the 
Guaranty  Trust  Company  of  New  York,  were  liquidated. 
The  total  expenditures  for  these  obligations  amounted  to 
$16,000. 

REDDING,  CAL.— It  is  learned  that  the  $2,000,000  mort- 
gage deed  of  trust  by  the  Sacramento  Valley  Power  Company, 
which  was  given  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  $400,000  of 
bonds  of  subsidiary  companies,  $600,000  will  be  used  for 
enlarging  the  company's  plants  and  extending  its  lines  and 
$1,000,000  will  be  held  in  reserve.  This  company  is  a  com- 
bination of  three  older  companies,  the  Sacramento  Power 
Company,  the  Shasta  Power  Company  and  the  Northern  Light 
and  Power  Company.  It  has  two  power  plants  near  Lassen 
Peak,  each  with  a  capacity  of  2000  h.p.  These  will  be  in- 
creased to  7000  h.p.  each.  The  company's  transmission  lines 
are  to  be  extended  to  Willows  and  to  a  connection  with  the 
lines  of  the  Great  Western  Power  Company,  from  which  it 
will  buy  additional  power  as  needed.  The  Great  Western  is 
now  under  the  management  of  the  Fleishhacker  interests,  and 
the  Sacramento  Power  Company  is  controlled  by  the  same 
parties.  Mortimer  Fleishhacker  is  president  of  the  latter; 
Tilden  Tcgnazzini,  vice-president;  Samuel  Napthaly,  general 
manager,  and  A.  W.  Smith  field  manager.  It  is  understood 
that  with  its  own  output  and  its  supply  from  the  Great 
Western,  the  Sacramento  Valley  Power  Company  will  dis- 
tribute in  the  neighborhood  of  40,000  h.p.  It  will  cover  the 
field  from  Chico  north  to  Redding. 


INCORPORATIONS. 
.TACKSON,  CAL. — Articles  of  incorporation  of  the  Mokel- 
umne  River  Power  Company  have  been  filed  with  the  County 
Clerk. 

OAKESDALE.  WASH.— The  Oakesdale  Home  Telephone 
Company  has  been  organized  with  $10,000  capital.  A.  Wood- 
waid  and  Ed  Roberts  are  among  the  trustees. 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL.— The  California  Consolidated 
Light  and  Power  Company  has  been  incorporated  with  a  capi- 
tal stock  of  $5,000,000  by  C.  S.  Goodrich,  J.  T.  Pigott,  T.  E. 
Palmer,  Grover  O'Connor  and  G.  R.  Ray. 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL.— The  Somerset  Mutual  Water 
Company  has  been  incorporated  with  a  capital  stock  of  $60,- 
000;  subscribed,  $900.     The  directors  are  A.  F.  Jelinck,  W.  J. 


McGimpsey,  W.  C.  Emerick.  R.  F.  Hammond,  J.  E.  Cohn,  C. 
W.  McKee,  A.  H.  Drum,  G.  W.  King,  B.  A.  Guernsey. 

SAN  JOSE,  CAL.— A  copy  of  the  articles  of  the  Union 
Water  Company  of  California  has  been  filed  here  by  Pillsbury, 
Madison  &  Sutro  of  San  Francisco,  attorneys  for  the  concern. 
The  company  is  incorporated  for  $5,000,000,  to  carry  on  a  gen- 
eial  business  of  a  public  service  corporation.  There  are  500,- 
000  shares  of  the  capital  stock,  ;500,0(lO  of  which  are  common 
and  200,000  preferred.  The  stock  so  far  actually  subscribed 
has  been  50  shares  of  the  common  stock  at  $10  a  share,  and 
this  stock  is  held  in  equal  proportion  by  each  of  five  direc- 
tors—Wm.  T.  Barnett  of  Berkeley,  Alfred  D.  Plaw  of  Oak- 
land, Piatt  Kent  and  V.  W.  Vincent  of  San  Francisco,  and  F. 
D.  Madison  of  San  Rafael.  Their  place  of  principal  business 
is  San  Francisco,  and  the  articles  of  incorijoration  were  issued 
by  the  Secretary  of  State  December  21st  last. 


ILLUMINATION. 

LOS  ANGELES,  CAL.— The  Guy  M.  Rush  Comi)any, 
which  is  developing  Lawndale,  expects  to  have  a  first-class 
electric  lighting  system  in  the  very  near  future. 

SEATTLE,  WASH.— A  bill  has  been  passed  authorizing 
the  city  engineer  to  expend  the  sum  of  $20,000  for  surveying 
the  new  Cedar  River  water  shed  and  the  sum  of  $400,000  for 
the  new  dam. 


TRANSMISSION. 

LEAVENWORTH,  WASH.— The  Council  has  granted  to 
the  Washington  Steel  and  Iron  Company  a  franchise  to  con- 
slruct  and  maintain  a  transmission  line  in  the  town  of  Leav- 
enworth. 

AUBURN,  CAL. — The  Board  of  Supervisors  has  granted 
to  the  Great  Western  Power  Company  a  franchise  to  erect 
and  operate  a  transmission  line  upon  the  roads  of  the  county 
of  Placer. 

LOS  ANGELES.  CAL.— A  franchise  has  been  granted  to 
the  Pacific  Light  and  Power  Company  tor  a  power  line  to  be 
installed  in  the  foothills  district  east  of  city  limits  of  Los 
Angeles  and  extending  to  Pomona. 

TUCSON,  ARIZ.— H.  A.  Smith  has  taken  steps  towards 
the  establishment  of  a  big  power  and  irrigation  project  near 
Noria,  Sonora,  which  will  furnish  power  to  four  mines  and 
smelters  and  the  town  of  Llano  and  water  for  irrigation  oi 
15,000  acres. 

VALLEJO,  CAL.— The  Pacific  Portland  Cement  Company 
has  made  application  to  the  Board  of  Supervisors  for  a  fran- 
chise to  erect  and  maintain  poles  and  wires  for  the  transmit- 
ting of  electric  light,  heat  and  power  upon  certain  highways 
in  Solano  County. 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL.— To  supply  a  great  part  of  the 
lower  end  of  the  San  Joaquin  Valley,  especially  the  West  Side 
oil  fields,  with  power,  the  San  Joaquin  Light  and  Powei 
Company  expects  to  turn  on  the  current  in  the  big  Bakers- 
field  main  line  this  week.  With  three  small  ends  of  the  big 
work  of  installing  this  line  and  all  the  connected  sub-stations 
yet  to  be  done,  it  is  believed  the  wire  will  be  carrying  its  full 
60,000  volts  in  a  few  days.  Over  on  the  West  Side,  where  the 
main  line  runs,  there  are  now  five  miles  open  between  the 
ends  of  the  wires.  These  five  miles  are  being  held  open  to 
wait  for  insulating.  As  soon  as  this  arrives,  the  line  can  be 
connected   up  with   little  effort.     The  control  station  for  this 
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line,  which  is  located  at  Fresno  Copper  Mines,  northeast  of 
Clovis,  is  finished  except  for  some  of  the  connections  which 
will  be  the  last  part  of  the  job  done.  This  wire,  with  its 
capacity  of  40,000  volts,  is  to  be  the  highest  power  line  in  the 
field  here.  The  company  is  now  commencing  on  the  survey 
for  the  Dos  Palos,  Los  Banos  and  Gustine  line.  This  work 
will  be  through  very  shortly,  because  of  the  easy  country 
traversed  by  most  of  the  line,  and  the  delivery  of  poles  will 
begin  at  once.  Up  at  Crane  Valley  the  job  will  keep  the  peo- 
ple busy  until  along  in  August,  because  hand  placing  of  rip- 
rap work  in  the  dam  has  to  be  done,  and  this  is  the  slowest 
part  of  the  entire  job.  In  the  power  house  only  five  more 
heavy  pieces  have  to  be  placed,  and  these  will  be  in  within  a 
week.  McKittrick  is  now  being  wired  with  the  intention  of 
getting  the  current  for  lighting  and  other  purposes  there  by 
the  middle  of  July.  Work  on  the  sub-station  there  is  pro- 
gressing well.  Light  is  also  to  be  furnished  to  several  places 
in  Reward. 


TRANSPORTATION. 

PASADENA,  CAL. — Work  will  start  in  a  short  time  elec- 
trolizing  the  Southern  Pacific  tracks  from  the  station  at 
Colorado  street,  Broadway  to  Bellevue  drive. 

SAN  BERNARDINO,  CAL.— The  application  for  a  fran- 
chise for  an  electric  line  through  the  streets  of  the  city, 
applied  for  by  F:  A.  Worthley,  has  been  ordered  advertised 
for  sale. 

BOISE,  IDAHO. — Considerable  local  interest  attaches  to 
the  surveying  of  a  line  for  an  electric  railway  between  Nampa 
and  Caldwell  by  surveyors  in  the  employ  of  Walter  Sebree  of 
Caldwell. 

CHICO,  CAL. — The  Northern  Electric  Railway  Company 
has  made  application  for  a  franchise  to  operate  a  railroad  of 
standard  gauge  with  single  or  double  tracks  in  the  streets  of 
the  city  of  Chico. 

SAN  BERNARDINO,  CAL. — Plans  for  a  right  of  way  from 
Urbita  Springs  to  Colton  have  been  formulated  by  the  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce.  The  Pacific  Electric  has  advised  imme- 
diate construction  and  its  ultimate  connection  with  Riverside 
extension  to  Highgrover  as  soon  as  the  right  of  way  is 
secured. 

SACRAMENTO,  CAL.— An  application  for  a  franchise  to 
extend  the  street  car  system  through  the  suburbs  to  the  east 
and  southeast  of  the  city,  making  several  loops,  was  made  to 
the  Board  of  Supervisors  this  week  by  the  Sacramento  Elec- 
tric, Gas  and  Railway  Company.  The  application  covers  three 
sections  of  single  or  double  tracks  as  the  company  may  here- 
after decide. 

PORTERVILLE,  CAL.— In  anticipation  of  the  construc- 
tion of  the  main  power  plant  of  the  Tulare  County  Power 
Company,  officers  of  the  company  are  now  securing  rights  of 
way  for  an  electrical  railroad  line  which  will  connect  Porter- 
ville  with  Lindsay  on  the  north  and  Tulare  on  the  west  and 
which  will  tap  the  entire  orange  and  dairy  district  of  eastern 
Tulare  County. 


TELEPHONE  AND  TELEGRAPH. 

ASTORIA,  ORE.— The  Nehalem  Valley  Company  has  been 
incorporated  and  will  operate  and  construct  telephone  lines. 

CENTRALIA,  CAL.— The  Hanaford  Skookum  Telephone 
Company  of  Centralia  has  been  incorporated  for  $1500  by  A. 
Bannse  and  W.  Eshon. 

TACOMA,  WASH.— The  Sunset  Telephone  Company  has 
awarded  a  contract  to  Westerfleld  &  Van  Buskirk  of  this  city 
for  the  erection  of  their  sub-station  on  Seventh  and  Proctor 
streets  at  a  cost  of  $25,000.  They  will  also  erect  another 
station  in  the  south  end  of  the  city. 


EUGENE,  ORE. — The  government  will  construct  35  miles 
of  phones  in  the  forest  district,  also  a  branch  line  from  Box 
Canyon  to  Waldo  Lake. 

WINONA,  WASH.— The  farmers  north  of  this  town  are 
building  a  telephone  line  into  their  country  to  connect  with 
the  Winona  system  at  the  Muir  place. 

DAVENPORT,  WASH.— W.  N.  ^  Purdy,  manager  of  the 
Washington  Consolidated  Telephone  Co.,  has  about  completed 
a  survey  "between  this  place,  Fruitland  and  Hunters  for  the 
installation  of  a  toll  line. 

KALANA,  WASH.— The  Mt.  Pleasant  Telephone  Company 
has  presented  the  County  Commissioners  of  Cowlitz  Coimty 
a  petition  asking  for  a  franchise  to  erect  a  telephone  line 
over  certain  streets  in  said  county. 

SAND  POINT,  IDAHO.— Le  Roy  H.  W;hitcomb  has  been 
granted  a  franchise  to  maintain  poles  and  wires  on  the 
streets  of  Clarksfork  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  the  public 
v/ith  communication,  for  a  period  of  50  years. 

MARSHPIELD,  ORE.— The  franchise  held  by  J.  M.  Blake 
for  the  construction  of  an  electric  car  line  has  been  forfeited, 
on  account  of  not  complying  with  the  specifications,  which 
stated  that  he  should  have  one  mile  of  track  completed  by 
July  1. 

RENO,  NEV. — A  number  of  Reno  men  are  now  working 
toward  a  plan  to  bring  the  Home  Telephone  Company  into 
Reno  to  compete  with  the  Pacific  Telephone  and  Telegraph 
Company.  The  agent  of  the  Home  company  has  been  in  Reno 
for  some  time. 

VANCOUVER,  B.  C— The  British  Columbia  Telephone 
Company  has  made  application  to  the  Governor  in  council  for 
authority  to  construct  an  aerial  wire  crossing  over  the  Fraser 
River  from  a  point  at  the  westerly  end  of  Choam  Slough  to 
the  south  bank  of  the  river. 


WATERWORKS. 

BAKERSFIELD.  CAL.— The  Electric  Water  Company 
will  put  in  a  plant  in  East  Bakersfleld  capable  of  supplying 
that  part  of  the  city  with  water. 

PORTERVILLE,  CAL.— The  $60,000  bend  issue  has  been 
carried  by  a  large  vote;  $43,000  was  voted  for  waterworks 
and  $13,000  for  street  improvements. 

LOS  ANGELES,  CAL. — An  ordinance  has  been  adopted 
granting  to  Samuel  M.  Walker  a  franchise  for  a  water  system 
in  certain  portions  of  Los  Angeles  County. 

SAN  DIEGO,  CAL. — An  assessment  has  been  levied  on  the 
stock  of  the  Escondido  Mutual  Water  Company  to  replace  the 
wooden  flumes   with   cement  ditches   and   tunnels. 

NOGALES,  ARIZ. — An  election  is  to  be  called  for  No- 
gales  to  vote  on  an  issue  of  $100,000  bonds  for  a  water  sys- 
tem and  $60,000  for  a  sewer  system,  the  election  to  be  held 
August  10th. 

MEDFORD,  ORE.— The  Council  has  resolved  to  lay  a  6- 
inch  water  main  on  Roosevelt  avenue,  protests  against  which 
will  be  heard  on  the  18th  of  July  at  the  Council  chambers  in 
the  City  Hall. 

HERMISTON,  ORE.— An  election  will  be  held  August  7th 
to  decide  on  a  $25,000  bond  election  for  the  construction  of  a 
municipal  water  system.  Bonds  for  $4000  will  also  be  voted 
for  a  city  park. 

MARSHPIELD,  ORE.— Thos.  P.  Nolan,  an  attorney,  of 
Omaha,  has  completed  negotiations  for  the  purchase  of  the 
Coos  Bay  Water  Company  from  Flanagan  &  Bennett.  He  has 
applied  for  a  franchise  to  construct  a  water  system  in  the 
city  of  Marshfield. 
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CALIFORNIA  CONTRACTORS  CAMP  AT  CATALINA 


The  electrical  contractors  from  all  over  California  Monday  morning  two  special  cars  carried  150  con- 
pitched  their  tents  at  Catalina  Island  during  the  second  tractors  and  their  families  to  the  steamer  Cabrillo  on 
week  of  July.  The  northern  delegation  left  San  Fran-  which  they  sailed  to  Avalon  Bay.  Tents  were  pro- 
cisco  on  July  8th,  going  down  the  coast  by  steamer  vided   for  all  and  the  joys  of  camp  life  commenced. 


Picturesque     Avalon — Catalina     Island,     whero    Convention     was   Holil 


and  arriving  at  San  Pedro  on  Sunday  morning.  Here 
they  were  met  by  the  reception  committee  and  escorted 
in  special  cars  to  the  Lankershim  Hotel  at  Los  Angeles 
where  temporary  quarters  were  established.  In  the 
afternoon  the  visitors  were  entertained  by  an  auto- 
mobile trip  along  the  beach  resorts  and  through  the 
beautiful  residential  section  of  the  southern  city. 


After  an  early  morning  dip  on  Tuesday,  the  contractors 
convened  in  the  ballroom  of  the  Metropole  Hotel  with 
W.  S.  Hanbridge  in  the  chair.  L^pon  roll  call  eighty 
contractors  qualified  from  San  Francisco,  Stockton, 
Sacramento,  San  Jose,  Palo  Alto,  Redwood.  San 
Mateo,  San  Diego,  Los  .\ngeles,  Pasadena.  Santa  Bar- 
bara, Ventura,   Pomona  and   Riverside.     During  the 
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F.  R.  Carroll    [H.  Davis    B.  T.  Griffith 
A.  E.  Ridley 


N.  Hope  G.  Arbogast         A,  P.  Gaylord     L.  Gans  Noble  Powell  P.  Levy 

H.Miller         J.S.Reynolds    W,  A.  McNally    F.  d.  Meyers     H,  P.  Woodill    W.  S.  Hanbridge. 

Sec'y  and  Treas. 


■afternoon  the  ladies  of  the  party  viewed  the  wonders 
of  the  sea  through  the  glass  bottomed  boats,  being 
joined  late  in  the  afternoon  by  the  male  contingent 
who  enjoyed  a  moonlight  boat  ride.  A  band  of  min- 
strels furnished  the  music  until  a  late  hour,  when  the 
crowd  returned  to  their  tents. 

On  Wednesday  morning  the  ladies  enjoyed  a 
coaching  trip  as  the  guests  of  one  of  the  manufacturing 
companies.  Meanwhile  the  contractors  were  in  exec- 
utive session,  busy  with  matters  of  trade  interest.  A 
concert  and  dance  furnished  amusement  for  the  even- 
ing. 


The  Finish  of  the  Fat  Woman's  Race. 

On  Thursday  morning,  after  a  vigorous  campaign 
of  electioneering,  officers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing 
year.  The  president's  chair,  which  had  been  held  by 
W.  S.  Hanbridge  for  the  last  two  years,  was  filled  by 
the  election  of  John  Rendler  of  Los  Angeles,  both  Mr. 
Hanbridge  and  Mr.  Woodill  declining  to  run.    After  a 


spirited  contest  Carl  Heilbron  of  San  Diego  was  elected 
first  vice-president,  and  J.  S.  Reynolds  of  Santa  Bar- 
bara second  vice-president.  W.  S.  Hanbridge  was 
chosen  to  fill  the  duties  of  secretary  and  treasurer, 
which  were  declined  by  F.  E.  Meyers,  the  incumbent. 
R.  S.  Booth  was  elected  sergeant-at-arms.  New  com- 
mittees were  appointed  to  take  care  of  the  matters  of 
supply,  state  license,  permanent  by-laws  and  central 
station  policy.  Each  committee  was  instructed  to  pro- 
mote a  closer  working  relation  between  the  jobber, 
manufacturer,  central  station  and  contractor.  Final 
adjournment  of  the  business  meetings  was  taken  at 
1  p.  m. 

Later  in  the  afternoon  an  open  meeting  of  the  con- 
tractors and  guests  was  addressed  by  S.  M.  Kennedy 
of  the  Southern  California  Edison  Company  who  gave 
an  instructive  talk,  clearing  up  a  number  of  obscure 
points  in  the  contracting  business.  Col.  H.  V.  Carter 
addressed  them  on  the  cost  of  doing  business  and  the 
ideal  relations  that  should  exist  among  competitors, 
being  greeted  with  great  applause  when  he  had  con- 
cluded. The  final  paper  was  read  by  Bert  Fanning  and 
covered  the  cost  of  conducting  an  electrical  contracting 
business.  This  paper  will  appear  later  in  these  col- 
umns. 

In  the  evening  nearly  two  hundred  contractors, 
jobbers,  manufacturers,  central  station  men  and  city 
inspectors,  with  their  wives  and  sweethearts,  enjoyed 
a  fine  banquet  provided  by  genial  hosts  from  Los 
Angeles  and  Pasadena,  the  dinner  being  followed  by 
dancing. 

On  Friday  morning,  all  business  having  been  con- 
cluded, the  entire  party  were  taken  to  the  Isthmus  on 
three  launches,'  where  a  big  lunch  was  spread  and  a 
good  time  provided  by  the  entertainment  committee. 


They   Were    All    There- 
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T.  Rendler.    Chick  Ames 
Pres.  Elect        H.  Ross 


F.  Fotter      D.  W.  Somers        Chas.  Holland        L.  R.  Boynton        R.  Booth 
G.  Lovcberg       E.Fleishman    O.  Overholtzer    G.  Happs  C.  Loveday 


E.  Shafer  M.  N.  Phillips 

F.  M.  Neilson 


eth  Cuhn 


Messrs.  Booth,  Gans  and  Fleishman.  Athletic  sports 
were  the  order  of  the  day,  starting  with  a  seven-inning 
baseball  game  between  the  northern  and  southern  con- 
tractors, this  being  won  by  the  southerners  with  a  score 
of  11-22.     Chas.   Holland  won   the   prize   for  making 


Jim    and    LU    Arthur    in     "Squared    Circle." 

the  greatest  number  of  runs,  and  Messrs.  Burger  and 
Cole  acted  as  umpires.  This  was  followed  by  a  ten- 
inning  game  between  the  contractors  and  the  supply 


men,  the  former  winning  with  a  score  of  24-16.  At 
the  end  of  the  first  half  of  the  ninth  inning  the  score ' 
was  14-7  in  favor  of  the  contractors,  but  ]\Ianager 
Geo.  Cole  rallied  his  hired  men  so  that  the  score  was 
evened,  but  the  pace  subsequently  proved  too  fast,  for 
them,  as  the  contractors  made  eight  runs  in  the  tenth 
inning  as  compared  with  two  made  by  the  supply  men. 
On  the  track,  the  100-yard  dash  for  members  was 
won  by  Arbogast,  Duncan  and  Potter,  making  second 
and   third   respectively.     The  50-yard  dash   for  ladies 


The    Start    ul    the    l-'at    ilans    Kaee. 

was  captured  by  Mrs.  Colkitt  with  Mrs.  Miller  and 
]\Irs.  Loveberg  closely  behind.  The  100-yard  dash, 
free-for-all,  was  won  by  Spring,  Johnson  second.  In 
the  25-yard  sprint  for  ladies  of  160  lbs.  or  more,  Mrs. 
Rendler  came  in  first  with  Mrs.  Booth  and  Miss  j\Ic- 
Ginty  second  and  third.  The  50-yard  dash  for  Misses 
was  won  by  Miss  ]\IcCain,  Miss  McGinty  and  ^liss  Call 
missing  the  first  place.  The  contestants  in  the  fat 
man's  race,  making  the  first  three  places,  were  Messrs. 


Catallna   Island,   July,    1911. 
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Jobbers  vs.  Manufacturers  and  Supply  Men  Baseball      Team. 


Morris,  Reed  and  Woodill.  The  race  for  boys  under 
nine  years  was  won  by  Master  Beecher,  with  Masters 
Woodill  and  Ames  close  behind.  The  swimming  con- 
test was  won  by  Burger,  Carroll  second;  the  bowling 
by  Arbogast  and  the  wrestling  by  Fanning.  Spring 
crowned  his  achievements  and  enriched  his  backers  by 
almost  two  dollars  in  winning  a  race  with  the  local 
champion. 

A  four  round  boxing  contest  was  staged  between 
Jim  Jeffries  and  Jack  Johnson.  Johnson  got  the  worst 
of  it  at  the  start,  but  rallied  by  the  sympathy  of  the 
ladies  Lil  Arthur  finally  floored  Jeffries,  who  was 
counted  out  by  Referee  Booth. 

The  prizes  were  awarded  in  the  evening,  most  of 
the  party  retiring  early  to  prepare  for  the  next  day's 
fishing.  Piscatorial  honors  were  awarded  Chick  Ames, 
Harry  Sayles  and  Pop  Boynton. 

Sunday  night  and  Monday  morning  found  the 
crowd  homeward  bound  after  this  most  successful  get- 
together  meet  of  competing  contractors. 

Picturesque  Avalon  has  justly  gained  a  national 
reputation  as  a  place  to  spend  a  summer's  outing. 
The  glass-bottom  boats,  the  deep  green  sea  beneath 
and  the  clear  blue  sky  above  present  many  f..  sihil 
and  delightful  sensations  to  the  weary  wanderer 
seeking  rest  from  the  cares  and  toils  of  the  year. 
So  it  was  that  the  California  contractors  at  their 
camp   in   Avalon   found   their   little   outing   most    en- 


joyable and  highly  profitable  in  every  respect.  Many 
little  side  affairs  were  enjoyed  immensely  in  addition 
to  the  regular  program  of  the  convention.  Among 
one  of  the  most  enjoyable  of  which  was  the  dinner 
given  at  Catalina  Island  during  the  convention  by 
Messrs.  and  Mesdames  Abrogast  and  Potter  to  the' 
following  starving  manufacturers  and  jobbers'  repre- 
sentatives :  Messrs.  Sayles,  Herr,  Steel  ,Bortel  and 
Drake. 

One  of  the  most  beneficial  features  of  such  gather- 
ings as  the  California  Contractors  at  Catalina  Island, 
is  the  interchange  of  ideas  and  the  forging  of  a  bond 
of  mutual  friendship  and  support.  The  friendships 
made  in  these  moments  of  leisure  are  of  a  most  lasting 
nature.  The  calling  to  mind  of  the  happy  times  spent 
on  such  occasions  makes  the  pathway  easier  and  softer 
in  the  coming  year's  labors  when  contractor  again 
meets  contractor,  though  this  time  it  may  be  in  com- 
petition. Perhaps  discord,  strife  and  misunderstand- 
ings may  arise,  but  again  in  the  next  season's  meeting 
they  will  all  be  forgotten.  There  is  a  feeling  of  com- 
radeship which  naturally  arises  among  men  associated 
in  a  common  vocation.  This  feeling  is  by  nature  of 
their  work,  by  common  sympathy  and  endeavor,  of 
high  order  among  those  engaged  in  contracting.  Such 
times  as  were  had  at  Avalon,  however,  heighten  this 
feeling  to  the  highest  degree  and  will  long  remain  in 
memory  among  the  brightest  and  happiest  of  a  life- 
time. 


NuiLiiern    \a.    tiuutliern    Conlraeturs    Baseball    Team. 
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NEW  EXPERIMENTS  ON  INCREASE  OF  WIND 
PRESSURE  UPON  SMALL  WIRES. 

BY    F.    C.    PIATT,    H.    S.    LANE    AND    L.    A    KISTLER. 

In  the  design  of  an  electric  power  transmission 
line  there  are  three  main  forces  which  the  structure 
must  be  designed  to  resist;  (a)  the  dead  weight  of 
the  wires,  (b)  the  horizontal  tension  of  the  wires  due 
to  the  flat  catenaries  assumed  when  strung,  (c)  the 
side  strain  due  to  wind  force  on  wires  and  structure. 
Of  these  forces  the  dead  weight  in  many  cases  is  very- 
small  compared  with  the  others.  The  horizontal  ten- 
sion is  important  in  that  it  limits  the  allowable  span 
for  a  given  height  of  structure  in  flat  country,  since 
certain  minimum  ground  clearances  must  be  observed, 
and  the  sag,  and  therefor  the  span  for  a  given  height 
of  structure,  is  determined  by  this  tension.  When  the 
line  is  strung  the  pull  of  the  wires  counter-balance 
at  each  pole  and  creates  no  net  pull  except  in  case  of 


Fig.  1. 

breakage  of  a  wire,  angles  in  the  line  or  uneven  spans. 
In  the  use  of  the  suspension  type  of  insulator  this  un- 
evenness  is  automatically  connected. 

The  wind  force  is,  however,  active  on  all  poles 
or  structures,  and  is  the  force  which  limits  the  allow- 
able length  of  span  in  hilly  country.  Deep  valleys 
may  permit  the  use  of  very  long  spans  so  far  as  weight 
or  horizontal  tension  are  concerned,  whereas  the  pos- 
sible wind  forces  acting  on  the  wire  may  cause  greater 
stresses  in  wire  or  structure  than  are  allowable. 

These  wind  forces  have  usually  been  calculated 
in  accordance  with  the  rule  given  by  Prof.  Kernot, 
who  states  (in  the  Engineering  Record  of  Feb.  20, 
1894)  that  the  pressure  due  to  wind  on  cylinders 
(wires)  is  one-half  that  on  flat  plates  of  equal  areas. 
This  rule  has  been  very  generally  followed ;  for  ex- 
ample, by  F.  O.  Blackwell  in  a  paper  on  "Long  Spans 
for  Transmission  Lines"  presented  before  the  A.  I.  E. 
E'.  June  21,  1904.  Following  this  rule  a  pressure  of 
20  lbs.  per  sq.  ft.  of  exposed  area  of  wire  has  been 
widely  adopted,  corresponding  to  a  pressure  on  flat 
surfaces  of  40  lbs.  per  sq.  ft.,  which  is  given  as  the 
wind  pressure  at  a  wind  velocit}'  of  100  miles  per  hour. 

It  seemed  very  doubtful  to  the  authors  of  this 
series  of  tests  that  the  pressure  on  wires  would  be  in- 


dependent of  diameter  as  indicated  by  Kernot's  rule. 
Apparatus  was  therefore  arranged  to  actually  measure 
the  forces  acting  on  wires  of  ordinary  commercial  sizes 
when  exposed  to  winds  of  definite  velocities.  Enough 
wires  were  to  be  tested  to  find  the  variation  of  wind 
force  with  wire  diameter,  if  it  existed.  Cables  were 
also  to  be  tested,  as  it  seemed  probable  that  they 
would  give  results  differing  from  solid  wires  of  the 
same  diameter. 

The  apparatus  used  is  shown  in  Fig.  1.  The  gen- 
eral arrangement  is  so  clearly  shown  that  explana- 
tions seem  unnecessary.  The  principal  dimensions 
are  as  follows : 

t 

Height   of  sliaft  from   ground 5  ft.  6  in. 

Clear   distance   between   arms 4  ft.  0  in. 

Length    of   arms    4  ft.   2  1  /16  in. 

Radius  of  Arms  to  holes  bored  for  wires 2   ft.  0  in. 

Width  of  arms   2  9/16  in. 

Thickness   of   arms    %  in. 

Two  precisely  similar  pieces  of  wire  were  mounted 
between  the  arms,  parallel  with  the  shaft,  as  indicated 
in  the  photograph.  The  wires,  being  placed  as  far 
as  possible  from  the  axis,  and  rotating  in  a  cylin- 
drical surface,  were  in  a  position  to  show  their  maxi- 
mum wind  effect.  The  shaft  was  belted  to  the  motor 
and  speeded  up  until  the  tangential  velocity  of  the 
wires  was  about  120  miles  per  hour,  when  the  belt  was 
thrown  off  and  the  apparatus  slowed  down  under  the 
influence  of  friction  and  windage. 

Deceleration  curves  were  obtained  by  means  of 
the  tachometer  attached  to  the  machine  and  a  chrono- 
graph, the  observer  closing  the  chronograph  circuit 
at  the  instant  the  tachometer  needle  indicated  800, 
750,  700,  etc.,  r.p.m.,  thus  obtaining  a  speed  time  re- 
cord on  the  chronograph  tape.  Runs  were  made  with 
the  test  wires  in  place,  and  without  them  ("Zero 
Runs"),  thus  allowing  the  effect  of  the  test  wires  to 
be  separated  from  that  of  the  rest  of  the  apparatus. 

Owing  to  the  severe  normal  forces  acting  on  the 
wires  when  in  rotation  it  was  necessary  to  tie  them 
in  to  the  shaft  at  intervals  along  their  length  with  tie 
wires.  During  the  "Zero  Runs"  these  tie  wires  were 
kept  in  place  by  means  of  fine  piano  wires  mounted 
in  place  of  the  test  wires.  Due  allowance  was  made 
for  these  piano  wires  by  means  of  a  separate  run  using 
additional  wires  of  the  same  kind  outside  the  "Zero 
Run"  wires. 

Various  sizes  of  wire  were  thus  tested,  and  also 
three  samples  of  cable,  the  cable  being  that  used  by 
the  Great  Western  Power  Company  for  ground  wire 
(lightning  arrester),  for  ordinary  spans,  and  for  river 
crossings  (Monott  cable). 

The  following  notation  is  used  throughout  this 
article : 

P  =  force,  lbs.  weight. 

N  =  revolutions  per  minute. 

W  =  weight  in  lbs. 

\/  =  angular  velocity,  radius  per  second. 

T  =  time,    seconds. 

I  =  moment  of  inertia  about  the  axis  of  rotation. 

h  =  lever  arm,  feet. 

<^=  angular  velocity  (radians  per  sec.) 

K  =  A  constant  for  any  one  wire. 

In  general  from  the  study  of  mechanics  we  learn — 
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Ph  =  I 

dt 

but  M  = 

2 

uN, 

.  • .     d(o  = 

TT 

-"^         dN 

60 

60 

And  therefoi 

e,  in 

general 

Ph 

60 

dN 

I  

dt 

dN 

In  our  calculation  we  found  —  by  a  method  equiv- 

dt 
alent    to    a    graphical    differentiation     of     the     curve 
N  =  f(t). 

That  is,  we  measured  dt  between  successive  50 
r.p.m.  readings  on  the  chronograph  tape,  and  consid- 
ered this  d  t  applied  to  the  mean  r.p.m.  of  the  interval. 
These  values  are  given  in  Table  1  for  No.  0000  copper 
wire  and  in  Table  II  for  No.  19  B.  W.  G.    That  is, 


TABLE 

I. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Run. 

Zero 

Zero 

No.  0000 

No. 

0000 

N 

t 

dt 

t 

dt 

t 

dt 

t 

dt 

800 

.46 

1.27 

.10 

1.32 

.54 

.65 

750 

1.73 

1.27 

1.42 

1.26 

1.19 

.63 

700 

3.00 

1.47 

2.68 

1.32 

.29 

.89 

1.82 

.66 

650 

4.47 

1.62 

4,00- 

2.00 

1.18 

.82 

2.48 

.92 

600 

6.09 

1.91 

6.00 

2.00 

2.00 

1.00 

3.40 

1.10 

550 

8.00 

2.27 

8.00 

2.00 

3.00 

1.20 

4.50 

1.01 

500 

10.27 

3.23 

10.00 

3.00 

4.20 

1.45 

5.51 

1.63 

450 

13.50 

3.32 

13.00 

3.68 

5.65 

2.20 

7.14 

2.00 

400 

16.82 

4.93 

16.68 

4.62 

7.85 

2.38 

9.14 

2.51 

350 

21.75 

6.25 

21.30 

6.40 

10.23 

3.47 

11.65 

3.45 

300 

28.00 

8.29 

27.70 

8.30 

13.70 

4.74 

15.10 

4.55 

250 

36.29 

11.71 

36.00 

11.60 

18.44 

6.86 

19.65 

6.92 

200 

48.00 

47.60 

25. 3C 

26.57 

16.20 

17.40 

1 

2.10 

11.43 

150 

64.20 

33 

65.00 

TABLE 

37.40 

[I. 
34 

38.00 
3 

5 

Run 

Zero 

No. 

19  B.W.G. 

No.  19  B.W.G. 

N 

t 

at 

t 

dt 

t 

dt 

800 

.26 

1.34 

.40 

.60 

.69 

.92 

750 

1.60 

1.11 

1.00 

1.14 

1.61 

1.23 

700 

2.71 

1.54 

2.14 

1.41 

2.84 

1.16 

650 

4.25 

1.62 

3.55 

1.36 

4.00 

1.61 

600 

5.87 

2.30 

4.91 

1.83 

5.61 

2.04 

550 

8.17 

2.54 

B.74 

2.16 

7.65 

1.95 

500 

10.71 

3.07 

8.90 

2.78 

9.60 

2.89 

450 

13.78 

3.61 

11.68 

3.32 

12.49 

3.21 

400 

17.39 

5.01 

15.00 

4.35 

15.70 

4,30 

350 

22.40 

6.75 

19.35 

5.65 

20.00 

5.40 

300 

29.15 

9.85 

25,00 

7.53 

25.40 

7.94 

250 

39.00 

32.53 

33.34 

13.51 

11.07 

11.59 

200 

52.51 

43.60 

44.93 

20.31 

17.80 

18.47 

150 

72.82 

61.40 

63.40 

curves  for  No.  0000  wire  and  No.  19  B.  W.  G.     Let 

lo  =  moment  of  inertia  of  apparatus  including  tie 
and  "zero"  wires. 

Iw  ^  moment  of  inertia  of  wires. 

I  =  moment  of  inertia  with  test  wires. 

Then    the  force  moment  for  the  "Zero  Runs" 
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I  was  found  by  weighing  each  part  of  the  appara- 
tus and  from  its  dimensions  computing  its  moment  of 
inertia  about  the  axis  of  rotation. 

We  neglected  the  moment  of  inertia  of  the  wire 

wh" 


d  N  =  50  was  \-aried  at  interx'als  throughout  the  work 

(the  tachometer  readings  were  correct  at  all  speeds),      about  its  own  a.xis  in  figuring  Iw  ,  that  is  I™  ^ 

and  dt  at  any  speed  was  taken  from  the  curves,  plotted  S 

from  the  data  so  compiled.     Fig.  2  and  3  show  the  The  moments  of  inertia  are  tabulated  below: 
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Member 


Shaft 


Collars 


Weight 


53.55 


39.26 


2.38 


Formula 


Moment  of  Inertia 


M 


(l+l) 


Flange  No.  1        3.75 


M/    ,         A 


2.422 


.001654 


.000225 


.00284 


The  run  for  No.  0000  wire  made  with  pulley  No. 

1,  while  that  for  No.  19  B.  W.  G.  with  pulley  No.  2. 

For  the  two  cases  respectively 

lo  =  2.463  +  mom.  of  "Zero  wires." 
lo  =  2.484  +  mom.  of  "Zero  wires." 
All   the   calculations   are   arranged    in   the   tables, 

which  are  self-explanatory. 

Calculations  based  on  the  deceleration  curves  are 

shown  for  No.  0000  wire  in  Table  III,  and  for  No.  19 

B.  W.  G.  wire  in  Table  IV.    Values  of  dt  correspond- 
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ing  to  even  tens  of  miles  per  hour  were  read  directly 
off  the  curves.  Curves  plotted  from  these  tables  are 
given  in  Fig.  4  were  plotted  from  values  (marked 
"true"  in  tables)  taken  from  Fig.  4.  Fig.  7  was  plotted 
from  values  calculated  from  Fig.  6,  and  the  two  curves 
compared,  any  small  discrepancies  being  smoothed  out. 
This  process,  as  can  be  seen,  tended  to  weed  out  ex- 
perimental errors.  Fig.  8  was  then  plotted  from  Fig. 
6  and  exterpolated  as  indicated. 

An  attempt  was  made  to  express  the  force  on  any 
round  wire  in  terms  of  wind  velocity  and  wire  diam- 
eter, that  is,  in  an  equation  of  the  form 

f(d) 
P  =  KV  F(d) 

The  curve  in  Fig.  5  was  plotted  to  show  the  varia- 
tion of  exponent  (f(d))  of  V  with  diameter.  The 
fact  that  the  plotted  points  fit  a  smooth  curve  nicely 
indicates  that  there  are  probably  no  gross  errors  in 
the  work.  The  curve  fits  quite  accurately  the  hyper- 
bolic equation, 

.405 

f  (d)  =  1.55  H 

.25 +  d 

Considering  Fig.  8  we  found  that  F(d)  is  not  a 
simple  function  of  d,  for  instance,  an  exponential,  but 


TABLE    III 

Wire, 

No.  0000 

B.  & 

S. 

Weight  =  5.22 

lb. 

Mean 

diam.  z=: 

.460  in 

Mean 

h  =  2.0118  ft. 

Iw  = 

.660. 

10  =  2.463  -|-.004=2 

467. 

1  —  2.463  4-  .660  =  3.123. 

True  P 

Mi 

Net 

Net 

P  per 

lin.  ft 

per 

hr 

dto 

Po  ho 

Po  ho 

dt 

Ph 

Ph 

Obs. 

True 

sq  ft 

mo 

1.29 

10.04 

8.04 

.69 

23.72 

11.68 

.725 

.760 

19.80 

in 

1.62 

7.99 

6.47 

.84 

19.49 

9.98 

.620 

.610 

15.90 

sn 

2.09 

6.19 

5.07 

1.08 

15.16 

7.85 

.487 

.475 

12.40 

7n 

2.75 

4.71 

3.93 

1.42 

11.52 

6.03 

.375 

.360 

9.40 

fiO 

3.70 

3.50 

2.98 

2.01 

8.14 

4.12 

.256 

.263 

6.86 

so 

5.20 

2.49 

2.16 

2.90 

5.64 

2.82 

.175- 

.180 

4.70 

40 

7.94 

1.63 

1.45 

4.44 

3.6S 

1.87 

.116 

.114 

2.98 

30 

13.00 

1.00 

.92 

7.95 

2.06 

.98 

.061 

.062 

1.62 

TABLE    IV. 

Mi. 
hr 

100 
90 
80 
70 
60 
50 
40 
30 


Wire,  No.  19  B.W.G. 

Weight  =:  .034  lb. 

Mean  diam.  =  .040  in. 

Mean  h  =  2.138  ft. 

Iw  =  .0048. 

lo  =  2.484  -I-  .004  =  2.488. 

I  =;  2.484  -I-  .004  +.005^2.493. 

Obs.  net  Ph     True 
at  netPh 

mean  h  2.0  ft  at  2  ft 


N 
655 
589 
524 
459 
393 
328 
262 
197 


dto 
1.64 
2.10 
2.67 
3.46 
4.60 
8.62 
10.40 
17.00 


Po  ho 

7.95 
6.21 
4.98 
3.77 
2.83 
1.97 
1.25 
.767 


dt      Ph 
1.29   10.12 
1.66      7.86 


True  P 
per    per  sq 


2.17 
2.89 
3.92 
5.45 
8.35 
14.70 


6.01 
4.55 
3.33 
2.40 
1.56 


2.17 
1.65 
1.13 
.78 
.50 
.43 
.31 
.12 


2.03 
1.54 
1.06 
.73 
.47 
.40 
.29 
.11 


2.04 
1.51 
1.06 
.72 
.46 
.27 
.14 
.06 


ft 
.128- 
.094 
.066 
.045 
.029 
.017 
.0089 
.0038 


ft 

38.40 

28.20 

19.80 

13.50 

8.70 

5.10 

2.67 

1.14 


seems  to  be  also  a  function  of  V,  practically  impos- 
sible of  determination  ;  that  is 

F(d) 
P  =  KV  F(d,V) 

This  equation,  even  if  it  could  be  evaluated,  is 
much  too  complicated  and  uncertain  to  be  of  much 
practical  value.  The  important  results  of  the  work 
are  shown  in  Figs.  6,  7,  8  and  9.  To  give  an  idea  of 
the  accuracy  to  be  expected  from  the  results  the  fol- 
lowing details  of  precautions  taken  are  given : 

(1)  Two  successive  runs  were  made  with  each 
wire  tested,  with  a  "Zero  run"  before  and  after  these 
test  runs,  the  average  of  the  test  and  Zero  runs  being 
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plotted.     This  eliminated  chance  of  accidental  errors. 
(2)     All  journals  were  kept  flooded  with  oil  and 
as  nearly  as  possible  of  constant  tightness,  to  make 
certain  of  practically  constant  friction. 
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Fig.     6. 

(3)  The  tachometer  was  calibrated  with  its 
pulley  which  was  turned  up  to  make  the  tachometer 
read  correctly.  The  tachometer  was  correct  at  all 
speeds. 

(4)  One  person  made  all  chronograph  records, 
in  order  to  avoid  changing  the  personal  equation,  and 


Ji;ly    29,    1911.] 


JOURNAL    OF    ELECTRICITY,    POWER    AND    GAS 


99 


to  take  advantage  of  expertness  acquired  in  reading 
tachometer. 

(5)  It  was  thought  that  there  might  be  some 
pumping  effect  on  the  air  due  to  the  wires.  To  deter- 
mine this  smoke  was  blown  in,  and  also  fine  sawdust 
thrown  in,  while  the  apparatus  was  in  rotation.  From 
this  it  was  found  that  inside  the  path  of  the  wires 
the  air  had  almost  no  motion  until  within  one  or  two 
inches  of  the  path  of  the  rotating  wires.  From  this 
point  the  velocity  of  the  air  increased  rapidly  tovi'ards 
the  wires  and  then  diminished  again  outside  the  wires. 
An  anemometer  was  then  placed  outside  the  path  of 
the  wires  and  the  wind  velocity  measured  at  various 
distances  from  the  wires,  for  several  speeds  of  ro- 
tation. These  measurements  showed  that  the  wind 
velocity  increased  more  and  more  rapidly  as  the  wire 
was  approached  and  seemed  to  show  that  the  velocity 
of  the  air  equaled  that  of  the  wire  at  the  surface  of 
the  wire. 
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This  state  of  affairs  was  to  be  expected,  and  cor- 
responds exactly  with  what  is  called  the  "cushion 
effect"  of  stationary  wires.  In  either  case  the  rela- 
tive velocity  of  wind  and  wire  is  probably  zero  at  the 
surface  of  the  wire,  but  increases  very  rapidly  with 
the  distance  from  the  wire.  It  was  assumed  that  the 
relative  velocity  curve  for  a  stationary  wire  and  mov- 
ing air  would  be  the  same  as  that  for  stationary  air 
and  a  moving  wire,  and  hence  no  correction  was  at- 
tempted for  this  effect. 

Another  indication  that  "pumping"  was  not  an 
important  factor  is  the  fact  that  the  pressure  per 
square  foot  increased  with  decrease  of  wire  diameter, 


whereas  had  pumping  played  any  important  part  its 
effect  would  be  to  show  greater  pressure  per  square 
foot  on  the  larger  wires. 

(6)  Under  the  influence  of  the  normal  force 
(Mho/)  the  wires  formed  approximate  flat  catenaries 
between  the  points  of  attachment  of  tie  wires  and 
arms,  so  that  the  distance    (h)    from  center  of  shaft 


Fig.    s. 


to  center  of  wire  was  not  exactly  uniform.  The  wires 
retained  this  distorted  form  permanently,  and  the  mean 
distance  was  computed  froin  eighteen  measurements 
at  equidistant  points  along  the  shaft,  the  tie  wires 
being  meanwhile  held  taut.  The  algebraic  mean  of 
these  measurements  was  used,  and  is  certainly  good 
to  within  0.5  per  cent  or  better. 

(7)  Since  the  apparatus  as  constructed  formed  a 
closed  circuit  electrically,  which  was  rotated  at  high 
speed  in  the  earth's  magnetic  field,  it  was  considered 
possible,  in  view  of  the  extremely  low  resistance  of 
the  circuit,  that  some  energy  might  have  been  used  in 
r  R  loss  due  to  the  induced  current,  thereby  increas- 
ing the  apparent  wind  effect.  This  effect  was  there- 
fore calculated  as  follows : 


Assumptions : 


Neglect  contact  resistances. 


Speed  800  r.p.m. 

Consider  No.  0000  copper  in  the  machine. 
Total  intensity  of  earth's  magnetic  field  .60  lines 
per  sq.  cm. 
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Fig.     9. 


Closed  circuit  consisted  of  two  wires   (No.  0000) 
and  two  steel  arms  each  4  ft.  long. 
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Total  resistance  6.17  X  10  "*  ohms. 

(Area)  X  (Field  Intensity)  X  o> 
I  max—  ^^^^j  ^  JQ3 

(4  X  12  X  2.54)  ^X. 6X83. 7        ,  ^  ,  ^  a 
= 6.17X10-^X10^  ^  12.15  Amperes. 

I  effective  =  8.59  amperes. 

.:.rR=.0456  watts  =  .0336  ft.  lbs.  per  sec. 

This  gives  the  total  moment  due  to  this  effect  of 
.000396  lb.  ft.,  which  is  entirely  negligible,  the  windage 
moment  under  the  same  conditions  being  about  24.0 
lb.  ft.,  as  shown  in  the.  Tables  III  and  IV. 

(8)  All  wires  tested  were  accurately  weighed, 
wire  tables  not  being  used  for  this  data.  The  round 
wires  accurately  fitted  a  wire  gauge,  hence  tabular 
diameters  were  used.  The  stranded  cables  were  meas- 
ured by  drawing  a  narrow  strip  of  paper  tightly  around 
the  circumference  of  the  cable.  The  diameter  corres- 
ponding to  this  circumference  is  called  the  mean  diam- 
eter of  the  cable. 

Results. 

The  results  of  the  work  are  so  completely  ex- 
pressed by  the  curves  as  to  need  little  comment. 

From  the  account  of  the  precautions  taken  and 
from  a  scrutiny  of  the  tables  and  curves  the  reader 
can  form  his  own  opinion  as  to  the  reliability  of  the 
results.  In  the  opinion  of  the  authors  they  may  be 
depended  upon  to  within  ten  per  cent. 

The  curves  show  that  the  common  assumption  of 
a  wind  pressure  of  20  lbs.  per  sq.  ft.  of  exposed  area 
corresponding  to  a  wind  velocity  of  100  miles  per 
hour  is  closely  correct  for  No.  0000  solid  copper,  but 
that  the  pressure  on  smaller  sizes  is  considerably 
greater,  reaching  about  35  lbs.  per  sq.  ft.  on  No.  8 
wire.  This  increase  of  pressure  for  small  wires  is  an 
important  result,  and  helps  to  explain  the  difficulties 
commonly  experienced  with  telephone  lines  when 
long  spans  are  attempted. 

As  can  be  seen  by  an  inspection  of  the  curves 
cables  have  from  15  to  25  per  cent  greater  pressure  per 
square  foot  than  solid  wires  of  the  same  mean  diam- 
eter.   This  was  of  course  to  be  expected. 

In  conclusion  the  authors  desire  to  express  their 
thanks  to  Prof.  J.  N.  Le  Conte  for  valuable  sugges- 
tions, and  to  Mr.  J.  H.  Piatt  of  the  Great  AVestern 
Power  Company  for  suggestions  and  materials. 


BOOK   REVIEW. 

Practical  Applied  Electricity.     By  David  P.  Moreton. 
Pocket  size,  4^x7j4  inches    ;450  pages;  273  line 
drawings   and   50  halftones ;   clear    type ;    strong 
paper;  durable  bindings.     Published  by  Reilly  & 
Britton  Co.,  of  Chicago,  and  for  sale  by  Technical 
Book  Shop,  San  Francisco.     Price  $2.00. 
Mr.  Moreton  as  Associate  Professor  of  Electrical 
Engineering  at  Armour  Institute  of  Technology,  has 
based  this  text,  to  a  certain  extent,  upon  a  series  of 
lectures  given  by  himself  in  his  evening  classes  in  the 
Department   of   Electrical    Engineering   at   the    Insti- 
tute.   His  explanation  of  the  fundamental  principles  of 
the  subject  is  so  clear  and  so  simple  the  book  is  heartily 
commended  to  all  those  interested  in  teaching  in  the 
High  and  Manual  Training  Schools  and  can  be  most 


proiitabl}^  kept  as  a  reference  book  for  all  those  en- 
sasred  in  the  electrical  trade  who  have  been  denied 
the  privilege  of  university  training  in  electrical  engi- 
neering. 

The  convenient  size  and  flexible  covering  com- 
mends its  use  to  that  great  class  of  ambitious  young 
men  who  are  obliged  to  work  many  hours  of  the  day 
but  are  ready  to  learn  at  every  opportunity,  even  if 
presented  while  riding  to  and  from  their  daily  work. 

Twenty  pages  are  devoted  to  the  index,  thus  mak- 
ing the  text  readily  accessible  for  reference.  As  the 
book  is  just  from  the  press  it  contains  many  new  ideas 
and  descriptions.  The  chapter  on  lighting  is  especially 
complete  in  this  regard,  giving  a  description  of  the 
many  new  lamps  which  have  recently  come  into  use. 

Three-Phase  Transmission.     By  William  Brew,  M.  I. 
E.   E.     Size  5j^x8^   inches;   178  pages;  82  illus- 
trations.    Published  by   D.   Van   Nostrand   Com- 
pany  of   New   York,   and   for   sale   by   Technical 
Book  Shop,  San  Francisco.     Price  $2.00. 
Replete  with  the  experiences  gathered  while  chief 
expert  assistant,  Dublin  corporation  electricity  supply, 
the   author   shows   himself   thoroughly    familiar   with 
English  practice.    The  question  of  higher  mathematics 
is    ignored    throughout    the    book,    working    formulas 
being  presented  directly.     The  question  of  design  and 
operation  of  underground  cables  and  their  consequent 
phenomena  is  discussed  in  much  detail.     The  author 
does  not  show  himself  a  master  of  our  overhead  sys- 
tems in  vogue  on  the  Pacific  slope.     For  a  deeper  in- 
sight   into    foreign    practice    and    underground    cable 
design,  however,  the  book  is  of  much  value,  and  will 
add  its  portion  toward  rounding  out  the  desk  books 
of  the  modern  engineer. 


PROGRESS     AND     INTENSE     INTEREST     IN 
PANAMA    CANAL. 

The  concrete  work  in  the  spillway  of  Gatun  Dam 
is  about  63  per  cent  completed,  141,493  cubic  yards,  out 
of  a  total  of  225,000,  having  been  placed  at  the  close 
of  work  on  June  24. 

Interest  in  the  completion  of  the  Panama  Canal 
is  world-wide.  From  far-off  Suva  comes  the  follow- 
ing: 

"If  you  glance  at  a  map  you  will  see,"  said  a  local 
enthusiast,  "that  Suva  is  on  the  direct  line  from  Syd- 
ney to  the  canal.  In  fact  it  is  exactly  a  quarter  of  the 
distance  between  Australia's  commercial  capital  and 
the  Pacific  entrance  to  the  canal.  Supposing  vessels 
maintaining  a  speed  at  sea  of  15  knots  per  hour  are 
employed,  the  trans-Pacific  run  will  occupy  18J^  days. 
Give  a  day  for  navigating  the  Isthmus,  and  10  days  on 
to  London.  This  will  show  a  saving  of  about  a  week 
over  the  present  all-sea  mail  route  to  London  via 
Colombo.  Suva  will  be  the  last  port  of  call  from 
Sydney  and  the  first  port  of  call  from  Panama.  Already 
land  is  rapidly  advancing  in  price  there,  and  any 
amount  of  capital  is  ready  in  Sydney  to  erect  at  Suva 
elaborate  hotels,  such  as  Colombo  possesses.  I  was 
given  to  understand  that  the  Royal  Mail  Steam  Packet 
Company  is  already  at  work  on  plans  for  a  first-class 
passenger  service  from  Southampton  to  Sydney,  via 
the  Panama  Canal.  This  corporation  is  simply  biding 
its  time  to  enter  the  Australian  trade  aagin." 
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THE  ELECTRICAL  SECTION  OF  THE  BUREAU 

OF  MINES,  ITS  PURPOSE  AND  SOME 

FRUITFUL  RESULTS. 

In  a  recent  technical  paper  published  by  the  Bu- 
reau of  Mines  announcement  is  made  of  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  electrical  section  of  the  Bureau.  The 
following  interesting  features  are  set  forth  as  calling 
for  its  establishment : 

Electricity  is  used  underground  in  mines  for  haul- 
age, lighting,  driving  pumps,  fans,  drills,  coal-cutting 
machines,  and  hoists,  for  detonating  explosives,  and 
for  signaling.  Both  direct  current  and  alternating 
current  are  used,  the  former  much  more  extensively 
than  the  latter.  Direct  current  is  distributed  at  poten- 
tials up  to  600  volts  wherever  power  is  used.  Alter- 
nating current  is  distributed  at  over  2000  volts  and  is 
usually  carried  only  a  short  distance  underground  to 
serve  high-voltage  motors  or  transformers  operating 
motor-generator  sets  or  rotary  converters. 

Electric  haulage  is  operated  principally  from  trol- 
ley wires  at  250  or  500  volts.  The  trolley  wire  is  nec- 
essarily bare,  and  in  low  coal  is  dangerously  near  the 
heads  of  persons  in  the  same  entry  with  it.  Lighting 
circuits  are  often  connected  between  the  trolley  wire 
and  earth,  with  the  lamps  in  series.  Stationery  motors 
are  often  connected  between  the  trolley  wire  and 
earth.  Machine  wires  are  frequently  bare  up  to  the 
point  of  connection  with  the  trailing  cables. 

Explosives  are  detonated  from  batteries  (storage 
or  primary),  from  magneto  generators  (frequently  re- 
fered  to  as  batteries),  from  power  circuits,  and  from 
separate  generators  used  only  for  detonating.  Signals, 
which  include  lights,  bells,  and  telephones,  are  oper- 
ated principally  from  primary  batteries. 

Underground  equipment  is  exposed  to  falls  of  roof, 
coal  and  rock,  that  are  sufficient  to  wreck  installa- 
tions of  the  best  character.  The  acid  waters  and  the 
dampness  in  mines  make  the  insulation  problem  diffi- 
cult. The  fact  that  the  need  of  electric  service  at 
many  points  underground  is  only  temporary  limits 
economical  investment  in  equipment.  The  problem 
of  safeguarding  life  is  rendered  still  more  difficult  by 
the  fact  that  many  of  the  underground  workers  do  not 
appreciate  the  dangerous  character  of  electricity  and 
ignore  the  rules  made  for  their  protection.  The  temp- 
tation to  install  electrical  equipment  in  coal  mines  in 
a  temporary  and  improper  manner  is  increased  by  the 
fact  that  coal,  especially  dry  coal,  is  not  a  good  con- 
ductor of  electricity,  and  wires  may  sometimes  come 
in  contact  with  the  coal  without  trouble  resulting.  A 
machine  wire  supported  upon  wooden  pegs  driven  into 
the  coal  may  never  give  trouble ;  and  it  would  be  hard 
to  convince  a  man  whose  only  experience  had  been 
with  such  installations  that  to  thus  support  a  wire  is 
not  good  practice.  In  this  connection  it  is  probable 
that  electrical  practice  in  mines  would  be  generally 
improved  if  more  of  the  mine  electricians  were  famil- 
iar with  the  best  installation  methods. 

The  three  principal  dangers  connected  with  the 
use  of  electrical  equipment  in  mines  are  as  follows  : 
The  danger  from  electric  shock,  the  danger  from  ex- 
plosions  caused   by   electricity,   and   the   danger   from 


fire  started  by  electricity.  The  chief  sources  of  dan- 
ger from  shock  are  the  trolley  wire  and  other  bare 
conductors.  Another  source  is  ungrounded  equipment 
that  has  become  charged  with  electricity  through  de- 
fective insulation  or  otherwise. 

The  danger  from  electrical  explosions  arises  from 
the  occurrence  of  sparks  and  arcs  in  inflammable  gas 
or  dust.  Sparks  of  sufficient  size  to  ignite  gas  may  be 
produced  when  a  motor  is  started  rapidly  or  operated 
under  heavy  load,  when  a  circuit  carrying  current  is 
opened,  or  when  a  circuit  becomes  grounded.  A  much 
larger  spark  is  required  to  ignite  bituminous  coal  dust, 
but  such  dust  might  be  ignited  by  the  opening  of  a 
circuit  carrying  a  large  current,  or  by  flashes  pro- 
duced by  heavy  short  circuits.  The  fall  of  a  trolley 
wire  might  give  both  of  these  conditions.  The  danger 
from  fire  arises  from  grounds  to  coal  or  in  the  vicinity 
of  inflammable  material,  from  the  flashing  of  motors 
under  the  latter  condition,  from  short  circuits,  and  the 
burning  ofif  of  wires  carrying  heavy  currents.  Be- 
sides the  above-mentioned  dangers,  the  handling  of  ex- 
plosives in  the  vicinity  of  electricity  and  the  detona- 
tion of  them  by  electric  means  give  rise  to  others. 

The  practical  solution  of  the  problem  of  safeguard- 
ing the  use  of  electricity  in  mines  will  require  the 
adoption  of  protective  measures  and  of  devices  that 
are  simple,  rugged,  "fool  proof,"  and  as  inexpensive 
as  possible.  At  the  same  time  both  measures  and  de- 
vices must  be  entirely  efifective  or  they  will  become  a 
menace.  Although  it  will  be  necessary  to  investigate 
many  possible  causes  of  electrical  dangers,  some  are 
already  well  known,  and  the  desirability  of  protection 
against  them  is  apparent. 

There  is  a  field  for  devices  for  reducing  the  danger 
of  shock  from  the  trolley  wire  and  for  devices  for  pre- 
venting the  ignition  of  gas  by  motors,  switches,  and 
other  circuit-opening  apparatus.  There  is  a  field  for 
an  acid-proof  material  for  insulating  wires  and  cables, 
and  there  is  room  for  improvement  in  the  methods  of 
installing  electrical  equipment  underground.  The  im- 
provement of  electrical  conditions  underground  will 
doubtless  be  a  gradual  development,  as  has  been  the 
case  aboveground,  where  advancement  in  electrical 
practice  has  been  continuous  for  many  years. 

Most  mine  operators,  if  not  all  of  them,  would  be 
willing  to  install  safer  electrical  equipment  if  the  mar- 
ket could  supply  it.  Manufacturers  are  willing  to  de- 
velop especiall}'  safeguarded  equipment  as  fast  as  they 
see  a  field  for  its  use.  Some  of  the  manufacturers  of 
this  country  are  now  developing  motors  and  switches 
designed  to  be  explosion  proof,  and  the  Bureau .  of 
Mines  has  always  found  manufacturers  of  electrical 
apparatus  ready  to  co-operate  in  its  electrical  investi- 
gations. 

The  bureau  has  made  a  few  preliminary  investi- 
gations, the  most  important  of  which  are  an  investiga- 
tion as  to  the  danger  of  gas  ignition  by  the  indicators 
of  inclosed  fuses,  and  an  investigation  as  to  the  dan- 
ger of  gas  ignition  liy  incandescent  lamps  when  broken 
in  gaseous  atmospheres.  The  former  is  reported  in 
detail  in  this  circular:  the  latter  is  being  continued,  and 
,1  final  report  will  be  made  after  the  completion  of 
more  elaborate  tests. 
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Incandescent   Lamp   Tests. 

The  preliminarj-  investigation  showed  that  certain 
sizes  of  incandescent  lamps,  when  broken,  ignite  sur- 
rounding explosive  mixtures  of  gas  and  air.  The  tests 
now  under  wa)-  will  determine  the  factor  of  safety  of 
such  lamps  as  have  not  caused  ignition  in  previous 
experiments. 

In  making  tests  of  incandescent  lamps  they  are 
placed  in  a  gas-tight  receptacle  filled  with  a  mixture  of 
gas  and  air  combined  in  proportions  most  sensitive  to 
ignition.  The  lamps  are  lighted  and  the  filaments  are 
brought  into  contact  with  the  gaseous  mixture  in  three 
ways,  as  follows : 

(a)  By  smashing  the  bulbs  completel}^  which 
brings  the  mixture  in  contact  with  broken  filaments. 

(b)  By  snipping  oft  the  tips,  which  usually  does 
not  break  the  filaments  as  the  velocity  of  the  entering 
gas  is  less  than  in  (a). 

(c)  By  puncturing  a  small  hole  in  the  necks  of 
the  bulbs,  which  prevents  the  entering  gas  from  im- 
pinging directh'  upon  the  filaments  and  therefore  rare- 
ly breaks  them.  , 

Such  lamps  as  do  not  ignite  the  mixtures  under 
normal  conditions  are  further  tested  b)^  increasing  the 
temperature  of  their  filaments  until  explosion  follows 
the  breaking  of  the  lamps.  A  comparison  of  the  ex- 
cess energy'  required  in  anj^  case  gives  a  good  indica- 
tion of  the  relative  safety  of  the  lamp. 

In  addition  to  making  these  lamp  tests,  the  bu- 
reau is  investigating  explosion-proof  motors,  explo- 
sion-proof switches,  and  the  action  of  mine  water  upon 
the  insulation  of  electric  conductors. 

Tests  of  Explosion-Proof  Apparatus. 

Explosion-proof  switches  and  explosion-proof 
motors  are  tested  in  the  same  way,  as  the  flame-proof 
quality  of  the  casings  is  in  each  case  the  point  at  issue. 

The  term  "explosion-proof,"  as  applied  by  the 
Bureau  of  ]\Iines  to  electrical  equipment,  refers  to 
apparatus  inclosed  in  casings  that  are  so  designed  and 
constriicted  that  the  products  of  explosion  resulting 
from  the  ignition,  within  the  casing,  of  any  mixture 
of  methane  and  air  will  be  either  entirety  confined 
within  the  casing  or  so  discharged  from  it  that  they 
can  not  ignite  a  mixture  of  methane  and  air,  com- 
bined in  proportions  most  sensitive  to  ignition,  entirely 
surrounding  the  casing  and  in  intimate  contact  there- 
with. 

In  testing  explosion-proof  apparatus  the  casings 
are  completely  filled  with  various  mixtures  of  gas  and 
air  and  completely  surrounded  by  a  mixture  of  the 
same  constituents  combined  in  proportions  most  sen- 
sitive to  ignition.  The  mixture  within  the  casing  is 
exploded  by  an  electric  spark,  and  the  character  and 
extent  of  the  discharged  flames,  and  their  action  upon 
the  surrounding  gas  are  noted. 

Means  are  provided  for  measuring  the  pressure 
developed  within  the  casings  by  the  explosions. 

Tests   of   Insulation   of   Electrical   Conductors. 

The   present   investigation   of  the   action   of  acid 
■  mine  waters  upon  the  insulation  of  electrical  conduc- 
tors is  preliminary  in  character,  having  for  its  purpose 
the  standardization  of  methods  for  future  tests.     The 
results  of  this  investigation  will  determine  the  char- 


acter of  the  waters  to  be  used,  the  best  way  to  apply 
them  to  the  insulation,  and  the  most  satisfactory 
methods  of  observing  the  action  of  the  water  upon 
the  material  under  test. 

In  the  present  test  two  kinds  of  water  are  being 
used.  These  are  being  applied  in  three  different  ways 
to  three  different  kinds  of  insulations,  of  each  of  w^hich 
there  are  10  samples  50  feet  in  length.  The  action  of 
the  water  upon  the  insulation  is  being  observed  b)^ 
means  of  insulation  resistance  measurements  and  by 
high  potential  tests. 

Other  Investigations. 

Preparations  are  now  being  made  to  investigate 
the  action  of  electric  sparks  and  arcs  in  coal  dust. 

Among  other  investigations  to  be  undertaken  as 
soon  as  possible  are  an  investigation  of  the  danger  of 
using  electricity  in  the  vicinitj'  of  explosives,  an  in- 
vestigation of  electrical  shot-firing  devices,  and  a  study 
of  devices  for  the  protection  of  the  trolley  wire. 
Tests  of  Inclosed  Cartridge  Fuses  in  Explosive  Gas. 

As  a  part  of  the  investigation  of  the  causes  of 
mine  explosions,  authorized  b}'  Congress  in  May,  1908, 
the  Secretansr  of  the  Interior  decided  that  a  careful 
examination  should  be  made  of  the  various  inclosed 
electric  fuses  used  in  mining  operations  with  a  view  to 
determining  how  far  these  fuses,  virhen  installed  for 
service  in  gaseous  atmospheres,  might  be  responsible 
for  the  occurrence  of  disasters. 

The  fuses  tested  were  standard  N.  E.  C.  cartridge 
fuses  of  the  indicator  type,  varjnng  in  size  from  30  am- 
peres, 250  volts,  to  100  amperes,  600  volts. 

There  are  two  elements  of  danger  attending  the 
action  of  such  fuses  in  the  presence  of  inflammable 
mixtures  of  gas  and  air,  namely :  (a)  The  action  of 
the  indicators  located  on  the  external  surface  of  the 
shell :  these  when  the  fuse  acts  ma)^  by  giving  out 
sparks  or  otherwise,  ignite  the  explosive  mixture;  (b) 
the  blowing  of  hot  gas  and  jets-  of  flame  through  the 
relief  ports  of  the  fuses  by  the  energy^  released  within 
the  shell. 

The  results  of  the  tests  are  summarized  in  the 
following  table: 

RESULTS   OF   TESTS  OF  INCLOSED   CARTRIDGE   FUSES. 


Cause 

of    expT 

osion. 

Percent 

No.  of 

No.  of 

Unde- 

Indi- 

Blow- 

ages of 

rand 

tests 

explo- 

ter- 

cator 

ing 

explo- 

No. 

sions 

mined 

at  port 

sions 

1 

24 

10 

1 

3 

6 

41.6 

0 

23 

12 

12 

52.2 

3 

32 

24 

24 

75.0 

4 

24 

5 

5 

20.8 

5 

20 

13 

13 

65.0 

6 

21 

1 

"i 

4.75 

7 

32 

1 

i 

3.125 

Conclusions. 

The  conclusions  obtained  from  the  results  of  these 
tests  are  as  follows  : 

1.  One  or  more  sizes  of  all  the  brands  of  fuses 
tested  ignited  the  gas,  although  in  varjnng  degrees. 
Two  brands  ignited  the  gas  but  once ;  three  brands 
ignited  it  in  more  than  50  per  cent  of  the  trials. 

2.  The  principal  source  of  danger  in  fuses  as  they 
are  now  designed  is  the  device  for  indicating  whether 
or  not  a  fuse  has  acted. 

3.  Danger  from  blowing  at  the  relief  ports  will 
probably  develop  in  some  and  possibly  in  all  brands  if 
tested  with  enough  generating  capacity. 
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AN  OPTICAL  ILLUSION  IN  ENGINEERING. 

BY    ROBERT    SIBLEY. 

As  a  recompense  for  the  hardships  endured  by  the 
engineer  as  he  enters  an  unexplored  field,  in  his  Hghter 
moments  there  arise  many  strange  and  interesting 
natural  phenomena  for  thoughtful  and  philosophic 
consideration.  As  he  wearily  packs  his  transit  across 
the  desert  the  phenoinena  incident  to  a  mirage  afford 
him  constant  diversion  from  the  effects  of  the  heat.  In 
the  high  mountains  the  ever  unfolding  beauties  of  ex- 
quisite scenery  repay  him  many  times  for  his  severe 
climb,  or  should  his  duty  lead  him  into  the  heart  of 
our  great  forests,  the  variety  of  foliage,  the  scent  of 
the  fragrant  wild  rose  and  the  sparkling  clear  waters 
are  a  constant  source  of  delight. 

To  layman  and  engineer  alike,  occur  one  interest- 
ing optical  illusion,  which  has  ever  varying  explana- 
tions given  to  it.     Everyone  of  us  has  noted  it  from 


Fig.     1. 

time  to  time  as  we  have  followed  with  our  eye  the 
winding  course  of  the  newly-constructed  hillside  ditch. 
I  say  "newly-constructed"  for  the  phenomenon  is  more 
easily  discerned  in  the  early  life  of  a  ditch,  the  con- 
trast between  the  newly  deposited  earth  and  the  old 
making  its  outline  the  clearer.  As  we  follow  the  ditch 
outline  with  our  eye  the  ditch  in  its  course  up  a  gully 
jumps  down  into  it  only  to  be  seen  on  the  other  side 
laboriously  climbing  again  to  attain  what  it  has  lost. 

So  deceptive  appeared  this  phenomenon  in  one  in- 
stance after  I  had  carefully  located  a  ditch  in  Western 
Montana,  my  Irish  foreman  strenuously  objected  to 
going  ahead  with  the  construction.  "Why,  soir,"  said 
he,  "the  watter  will  niver  run  up  there."  As  old  Tom 
Hennessy  was  a  very  careful  man,  I  re-checked  the  work 
unobserved  to  be  sure  that  I  had  made  no  error.  Mean- 
while so  positive  was  the  foreman  that  some  mistake 
had  been  made,  he  went  to  the  local  field  manager  with 
his  complaint  and  finally  they  both  brought  the  general 
manager  to  look  at  the  located  ditch.  Upon  being 
asked  by  the  general  manager  if  he  had  put  an  instru- 
ment upon  the  work,  old  Tom  replied :  "Why,  by  jab- 
bers no,  me  eye  tells  me  that,  soir."  Whereupon  all 
three  agreed  there  must  be  some  mistake.  So  positive 
were  they  that  I  actually  became  alarmed  myself,  but 
notwithstanding  I  ordered  the  work  to  proceed  and  I 
heaved  a  mighty  sigh  of  relief  when  upon  trial  the 
water  ran  across  the  "up-hill"  part  as  smoothly  and 
evenly  as  could  be  desired. 

After  such  an  experience  as  this  I  have  given  the 
matter  of  an  explanation  of  the  phenomenon  consider- 
able thought.  Before  giving  my  views  I  will  first  cite 
another  illustration.     Take  two  lines  of  exactly  the 


same  length  as  A  B  and  C  D,  in  Fig  1.  Add  the  diag- 
onal lines  emanating  from  A,  B,  C  and  D  as  shown 
in  Fig.  2,  and  now  look  at  your  figure.  How  small 
C  D  looks  compared  with  A  B.  Professor  Ladd  in 
his  book  on  Psychology  explains  this  phenomenon  as 
being  due  to  the  strain  upon  the  eye  in  following  con- 
vergent and  divergent  lines,  the  eye  in  following  the 
path  of  least  strain  conceives  A  B  as  being  much 
longer  than  the  C  D,  for  it  is  much  easier  to  follow 
the  convergent  lines  from  A  and  B  than  the  lines  mak- 
ing an  angle  of  amost  120  degrees  at  points  C  and'  D 
with  outward  direction  from  C  and  D,  hence  the  opti- 
cal illusion  that  A  B  appears  longer  than  C  D. 

A  similar  explanation  easily  follows  in  observing 
a  ditch  location.  The  eye  is  accustomed  to  observing 
the  horizon  and  this  is  used  as  our  datum  plane.  Un- 
consciously we  think  of  the  horizon  as  being  a  level 
plane,  and  it  naturally  follows  that  we  think  of  the 


Pig.    2. 

ground  around  us  as  being  level.  So  it  is  as  we 
look  up  a  gorge,  we  think  of  the  bottom  of  the  gorge 
as  being  level  while  in  reality  it  may  have  a  rapid  fall 
to  it.  Consequently  as  we  follow  the  ditch  or  flume  on 
one  side  it  apparently  verily  jumps  down  into  the 
gorge  and  on  the  other  side  it  laboriously  crawls  up 
again  to  regain  its  fallen  supremacy.  Hence  follows 
the  glowing  report  of  the  eastern  visitor  after  having 
observed  some  of  our  western  hydraulic  enterprises 
that  "water  runs  up  hill  in  the  west." 


ELECTRIFICATION  COSTS. 

The  following  data  are  given  by  W.  S.  Murray 
in  a  paper  before  the  American  Institute  of  Electrical 
Engineers :  Power  houses  can  be  constructed,  de- 
pending upon  the  capacity,  from  $90  to  $110  a  kilo- 
watt ;  line  construction  for  one,  two,  four  and  six  tracks 
can  be  erected  at  costs  varying  respectively  from  $4000 
to  $7000;  from  $8000  to  $15,000;  from  $25,000  to  $40,- 
000 ;  $40,000  to  $60,000  a  mile ;  the  fluctuation  in  cost 
for  these  respective  constructions  depending  entirely 
upon  the  standards  elected,  which  are  inclusive  of  the 
consideration  of  importance  of  track,  in  turn  bringing 
into  consideration  the  advisability  of  wood  and  steel 
and  steel  post  construction,  cross  catenary  and  bridge 
span  construction,  single  or  compound  catenaries,  etc., 
also  the  cost  of  overhead  yard  construction  can  vary 
from  $1500  to  $3000  a  mile,  depending  upon  the  num- 
ber of  tracks  spanned  and  type  of  construction  se- 
lected. Locomotives  of  the  passenger  road  and  switch- 
ing type,  depending  upon  the  nature  of  their  service, 
can  vary  in  cost  from  $25,000  to  $45,000  a  unit. 
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Our  British  cousins  have  now  completed  in  every 
detail  their  spectacular  and  time  honored  coronation 
ceremonies.  The  guests,  whether 
invited  or  uninvited,  went  to  look 
on  and  now  for  the  most  part, 
have  departed  on  their  separate 
ways.  Engineers  of  America  feel  proud  of  their  coun- 
try's official  representative  at  the  ceremonies.  Mr. 
Hammond,  who  is  one  of  our  most  distinguished  en- 
gineers, performed  his  part  at  the  ceremonies  in  ad- 
mirable st3de.  Engineers  the  country  over  read  with 
delight  the  fanciful  accounts  of  this  knight  of  the 
camps  of  years  ago,  transferred  from  high-legged 
boots  and  uniform  of  the  miners'  life  to  the  knee 
breeches  of  the  Court  of  St.  James. 

Now  that  the  hurby-burly  is  passed,  a  time  for 
serious  reflection  has  come  for  everyone  as  the  fea- 
tures connected  with  the  gigantic  ceremonies  of  the 
coronation  are  reviewed  in  mind.  It  is  perhaps  truth- 
full)'  said  that  the  event  surpasses  all  spectacular  gath- 
erings of  the  ages.  This  spectacular  efl^ect  was  not 
only  brought  about  by  the  richness  of  the  apparel 
worn  by  all  participating,"  but  by  the  gigantic  illumi- 
nating effects,  eclipsing  in  their  dazzling  beauty  and 
in  the  magnitude  of  the  undertaking  all  previous  at- 
tempts, and  adds  another  mile-stone  of  accomplish- 
ment to  the  record  of  the  electrical  engineer.  It  is 
estimated  that  in  the  coronation  illumination  in  Lon- 
don and  suburbs  between  2,500,000  and  3,000,000  elec- 
tric lamps  were  utilized.  Not  one  single  case  of  fused 
wire  has  been  reported.  All  honor  to  our  brother  engi- 
neers across  the  ocean. 


The  Bureau  of  Mines  has  just  announced  by  Bul- 
letin, the  formation,  the  equipment  and  purpose  of  the 
electrical    section    of    the    Bureau. 
Electrical  Section    Elsewhere    in    this    issue    will    be 
ureau  found    a    detailed    account    of   this 

or  Mines  ,        -n  ■  a       ■<. 

announcement.  Briefly,  its  pur- 
pose is  to  endeavor  to  solve  the  problem  of  safe-guard- 
ing life  and  property  from  the  dangers  which  attend 
the  use  of  electricity  underground,  the  principal  dan- 
gers being  from  electric  shock,  explosions  caused  by 
electricity  and  fires  started  by  electricity.  Naturally 
follows  the  final  purpose  which  is  to  solve  the  prob- 
lem of  safeguarding  the  use  of  electricity  in  mines. 
This  can  be  brought  about  only  by  the  adoption  of 
protective  measures  and  devices  that  are  simple, 
rugged,  ''fool  proof"  and  as  inexpensive  as  possible. 

This  new  undertaking  on  the  part  of  the  Bureau 
of  Mines  comes  at  an  opportune  time  in  AVestern  de- 
velopment. Coming  at  a  period  when  renewed  inter- 
est in  mining  is  evident  on  all  sides,  the  results  of  the 
labors  of  the  electrical  section  of  the  Bureau  will  be 
watched  with  intense  interest.  At  no  time  in  the  de- 
velopment of  the  mining  industry  has  the  demand  for 
electric  energy  been  greater  than  at  present.  This  is 
instanced  by  the  fact  that  a  prominent  feature  of  the 
expert's  report  on  the  outlook  for  either  prospect  or 
mine  is  usually  given  over  to  possibilities  of  nearby 
purchase  of  electric  power  or  economic  developineiit 
of  the  same. 
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But  little  at  present  is  known  as  to  methods  of 
preventing  mine  disaster  due  to  the  more  complicated 
electrical  causes.  It  is  usually  during  the  early  stages 
of  its  use  in  mines  that  accidents  most  frequently 
occur.  If  the  mine  is  still  in  a  non-dividend  paying 
condition,  the  management  as  a  rule  cannot  well  afford 
the  time  and  money  to  be  spent  in  a  study  of  preven- 
tion of  disaster,  although  most  mining  superintend- 
ents would  gladly  install  equipment  for  preventing 
disaster  of  this  sort  if  the  same  could  be  reasonably 
purchased. 

One  of  the  best  results  to  be  anticipated  is  the 
compilation  for  distribution  of  simple,  plainly  written 
literature  on  the  subject.  This  will  enable  the  pros- 
pector or  the  miner  who  usually  has,  from  years  of 
toil  observed  much  natural  geology  and  mineralogy, 
but  little  in  affairs  electrical,  to  properly  protect  him- 
self. For  after  all  it  will  undoubtedly  be  found  that 
disaster  from  the  use  of  the  simple  electrical  apparatus 
used  underground,  as  a  rule,  follows  from  ignorance 
of  the  fundamental  laws  of  electricity. 


The  question  of  arriving  at  the  proper  factors  of 
depreciation  in  any  particular  plant  in  the  public  serv- 
ice corporation  is  one  of  delicate 
.     .  determination   and   one   which   ne- 

Uepreciation  cessitates   the   weighing   of   many 

points  involving  largely  the  ma- 
ture judgment  of  the  expert.  Similar  to  all  other 
questions  concerned  with  the  uncertainties  of  life,  the 
theory  of  probability  must  to  a  large  extent  enter  into 
the  choice  of  the  particular  factors  of  depreciation 
to  be  used.  The  mortality  or  life  tables  used  in  the 
insurance  companies  furnish  an  excellent  example  how 
applicable  such  theories  are  in  practice  when  the  point 
under  consideration  appears  hundreds  and  hundreds 
of  times  so  that  average  values  can  be  used. 

Since  large  numbers  of  similar  parts  are  necessary 
in  order  to  use  current  theories  of  probability,  the 
property  to  be  evaluated  must  have  been  in  use  for 
such  sufficient  period  of  time  as  will  make  the  annual 
expenses  for  maintenance  and  repair  practically  uni- 
form. It  is  evident  also  that  the  greater  the  number  of 
similar  parts  contained  in  the  property  to  be  evalu- 
ated, the  more  nearly  will  the  theory  of  probability 
apply.  Hence  it  is  true  that  in  ascertaining  the  depre- 
ciation of  rolling  stock  of  a  similar  make  in  a  manu- 
facturing establishment,  cross  ties  of  a  railroad,  or 
transmission  poles  and  cross-arms  of  a  transmission 
line,  it  is  possible  to  theorize  with  considerable  exact- 
ness. In  considering  electrical  properties,  the  gener- 
ating units  are  generally  few  in  number,  consequently 
our  theory  cannot  be  made  to  apply  with  exactness. 
In  a  property  involving,  however,  a  large  number  of 
similar  parts  a  very  convenient  method  has  been  de- 
duced from  theory.  It  is  the  so-called  "50  per  cent 
method"  and  has  been  used  by  many  eminent  experts 
in  evaluating  public  service  corporations.  The  rule 
is  to  ascertain  50  per  cent  of  the  cost  less  salvage. 
This  immediately  gives  the  amount  to  be  written  off  as 
depreciation. 

In  electrical  properties  as  stated  above,  many 
of  the  parts  do  not  appear  in  large  numbers  so  that 
the  50  per  cent  method  cannot  be  used.    In  considering 


depreciation  of  a  single  unit  much  depends  on  the  point 
of  view  to  be  taken  in  arriving  at  a  value.  Those  who 
have  been  so  fortunate,  or  unfortunate,  as  to  own  an 
automobile  know  that  the  day  after  the  machine  has 
been  purchased,  it  cannot  as  a  rule,  be  sold  for  any- 
thing like  its  purchase  price,  yet  the  machine  is  prac- 
tically as  good  as  new  and  for  service  will  probably 
last  as  long  as  a  new  one.  So  far  then  as  its  value  to 
the  user  is  concerned,  it  has  depreciated  only  in  such 
amount  as  would  be  necessary  to  replace  the  simple 
minor  ill-effects  acquired  during  its  short  usage.  Un- 
questionably the  value  as  a  usable  property  should  be 
the  proper  value  to  be  arrived  at.  Henry  Floy,  the 
noted  evaluation  expert,  in  his  paper  on  depreciation, 
presented  before  the  recent  Chicago  convention  of  the 
American  Institute  of  Electrical  Engineers,  went  into 
the  various  factors  entering  into  the  determination  of 
depreciation  of  electrical  properties  in  a  scholarly 
manner.  Mr.  Floy  gives  a  list  of  constants  used  in  as- 
suming depreciation  per  year  and  quotes  a  number  of 
cases  in  which  these  constants  were  used,  stating  the 
authority  of  each.  In  some  cases  authorities  differ 
widely.  For  instance,  the  Wisconsin  Public  Service 
Commission  claims  that  for  arc  lamps  four  to  five  per 
cent  per  annum  should  be  allowed  as  depreciation,  but 
a  Board  of  Arbitration  at  Atlanta,  Georgia,  claims  that 
15  per  cent  should  be  allowed.  Again  in  considering 
the  depreciation  of  generators,  the  Traction  Valley 
Commission  claims  3  to  8  per  cent,  B.  J.  Arnold  5 
per  cent,  Henry  Floy  5  per  cent,  Wisconsin  Public 
Service  Commission  6  2/3  per  cent.  Arbitrators  10  per 
cent,  and  the  St.  Louis  Public  Service  Commission  6  2/3 
per  cent.  No  information  is  given  as  to  how  these 
constants  were  arrived  at  by  the  several  authorities 
quoted.  Undoubtedly  they  are  largely  empirical,  the 
authority  in  question  taking  all  elements  into  consid- 
eration, after  a  personal  inspection  of  the  apparatus. 
It  is  apparent  that  the  constants  must  be  used  with 
much  care  by  the  profession  at  large.  Personal  in- 
spection of  the  plant  management  and  its  general 
make-up  is  of  the  utmost  importance  in  determining 
whether  a  low  factor  or  a  high  factor  should  be  used. 
Years  ago  Ganguillet  and  Kutter  published  to  the 
world  their  celebrated  empirical  formula  for  calcula- 
tion of  flow  of  water  in  ditches  and  canals.  It  will  be 
recalled  that  in  computing  the  final  constants  to  be 
used  much  depends  on  the  so-called  coefficient  of 
roughness  of  the  particular  ditch  or  canal  made  use 
of  in  conveying  the  water.  There  is  no  doubt  but  that 
in  using  proper  constants  for  depreciation  factor,  the 
expert  of  the  near  future,  if  the  expert  of  the  present 
has  not  already  done  so,  mentally  at  least,  will  evolve 
a  series  of  coefficients  of  "managerial  roughness"  to 
be  applied  in  his  computation.  To  take  our  homely 
illustration  of  the  automobile  again,  the  expert  will 
weigh  in  his  mind  the  roughness  of  the  attendant,  the 
same  as  we  weigh  in  our  minds  the  probability  of  our 
arriving  at  a  destination  by  automobile  ]:)y  observing 
the  care  with  which  the  chauffeur  avoids  the  rock  in 
the  road,  the  incoming  cars  or  even  ihc  telegraph 
poles  along  the  road. 

This  coefficient  of  roughness  then,  will  be  deter- 
mined from  the  impressions  the  expert  acquires  dur- 
ing the  personal  inspection  of  tlie  operating  forces. 
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PERSONALS. 

G.  H.  Hoxie,  an  electrical  engineer  from  New  York,  is  at 
San  Francisco. 

M.  P.  Waite,  an  electrical  supply  man  of  Los  Angeles, 
is  a  San  Francisco  visitor. 

J.  B.  Day,  who  is  interested  in  the  traction  lines  of  Chi- 
cago, is  a  recent  arrival  at  San  Francisco. 

Rudolph  W.  Van  Norden  has  returned  to  San  Francisco 
from  an  engineering  trip  through  Lake  county. 

H.  T.  Van  Riper,  who  is  connected  with  the  manufacture 
of  electric  irons,  is  a  recent  arrival  at  San  Francisco. 

Leon  Bly,  secretary  of  the  Tehama  Light  &  Power  Com- 
pany of  Redding,  was  at  San  Francisco  during  the  past  week. 

H.  R.  Austin,  secretary  to  the  president  of  the  Los  Angeles 
Gas  &  Electric  Company,  was  at  San  Francisco  during  the 
past  week. 

F.  A.  Cressey  Jr.,  who  is  interested  in  the  management 
of  the  gas  plant  at  Modesto,  was  a  San  Francisco  visitor 
during  the  past  week. 

Ely  Hutchinson,  of  the  Pelton  Water  Wheel  Company's 
sales  force,  returned  to  the  San  Francisco  office  during  the 
past  week  from  a  trip  to  Portland. 

Fred  L.  Webster,  Pacific  Coast  manager  of  the  AUis- 
Chalmers  Company,  left  for  Seattle  last  Saturday  and  will 
spend  a  week  in  visiting  the  Northwest  branch  office. 

Wynn  Meredith,  Pacific  Coast  manager  for  Sanderson 
&  Porter,  is  once  more  at  his  San  Francisco  office  after  in- 
specting the  engineering  work  in  progress  at  Victoria,  B.  C. 

John  W.  Burke,  one  of  J.  G.  White  &  Co.'s  civil  engineers 
on  electric  railway  work,  who  spent  some  time  on  the  Oak- 
land &  Antioch  Railway  project,  left  for  New  York  last  week. 

J.  Pi  Hermans  has  returned  to  the  San  Francisco  office 
of  the  Colonial  Agency  Co.,  after  a  successful  trip  through 
Northern  California  in  the  interests  of  Economy  and  Colonial 
lamps. 

H.  A.  Lardner,  manager  of  J.  G.  White  &  Co.'s  Pacific 
Coast  branch  office,  spent  the  past  week  in  Southern  Califor- 
nia inspecting  electrical  engineering  work  in  progress  at 
various  points. 

A.  C.  Balch  and  W.  G.  Kerckhoff,  who  are  interested  in 
the  Pacific  Light  &  Power  Company  and  the  San  Joaquin 
Light  &  Power  Corporation,  have  returned  to  Los  Angeles 
after  an  Eastern  trip. 

H.  C.  Goldrick,  manager  of  the  Pacific  Coast  branch  of 
the  Kellogg  Switchboard  and  Supply  Company  of  Chicago, 
has  returned  to  his  San  Francisco  office  from  Portland,  where 
he  secured  a  good  contract. 

F.  W.  Mahl,  formerly  a  local  mechanical  engineer,  who 
was  at  San  Francisco  during  the  past  week,  is  now  assistant 
director  of  maintenance  and  operation  of  the  Southern  Pacific 
Company  under  Julius  Krutsohnitt 

President  D.  A.  Chappell  of  the  Nevada-California  Power 
Company,  is  expected  to  arrive  at  San  Francisco  from  Den- 
ver within  a  few  days,  accompanied  by  C.  O.  Poole,  of  Mani- 
fold &  Poole,  the  company's  engineers. 

Harry  Hartwell,  of  Sanderson  &  Porter's  engineering 
staff,  recently  went  to  Victoria,  B.  C,  where  he  will  remain 
two  months  in  connection  with  a  contract  on  the  municipal 
water  works  before  returning  to  New  York. 

The  new  executive  committee  of  the  San  Francisco  Sec- 
tion of  the  A.  I.  E.  E.,  is  composed  of  the  following:  W.  A. 
Holabird,  H.  W.  Crozier,  F.  F.  Barbour,  S.  B.  Charters  and 
H.  A.  Laidner.  As  it  is  usual  to  start  the  new  year  with  some 
sort  of  entertainment,  speculation  is  rife  among  the  local 
members  as  to  what  the  executive  committee  have  up  their 
sleeve. 


The  convention  of  the  National  Electrical  Contract  Asso- 
ciation ended  with  the  election  of  M.  L.  Barnes  of  Troy,  N. 
Y.,  as  president.    The  1912  convention  will  be  held  in  Denver. 

Gregg  Curtin,  Pacific  Coast  manager  of  the  International 
Electric  Protection  Company  of  New  York  is  a  visitor  in  San 
Francisco.  The  company  has  just  completed  a  thoroughly 
modern  and  efficient  installation  of  their  system  at  the  Pre- 
sidio and  most  satisfactory  tests  were  put  through  during 
the  past  -week. 

Harry  A.  Mitchell,  formerly  auditor  of  the  Central  Cali- 
fornia Traction  Company,  has  been  made  superintendent  to 
succeed  S.  L.  Naphtaly,  who  recently  became  general  super- 
intendent of  the  Great  Western  Power  Company.  The  offices 
of  the  Traction  Company  and  of  the  Sacramento  Valley  Power 
Company  have  been  removed  to  Room  702  Shreve  Building. 

H.  W.  Jackson,  assistant  general  manager  of  the  Sierra 
and  San  Francisco  Power  Company,  recently  visited  the  hy- 
droelectric plant  at  Vallecito  in  connection  with  the  starting 
of  actual  work  on  their  second  impounding  dam  on  the  Stan- 
islaus River.  A  moderate  force  of  men  will  be  employed  by 
the  company  on  construction  this  season,  under  the  engineer- 
ing supervision  of  Ford,  Bacon  &  Davis.  The  new  dam  will 
be  below  and  of  about  the  same  size  as  the  "relief"  dam  and 
about  60  miles  above  the  power  station. 

Dr.  Frederick  G.  Cottrell,  assistant  professor  in  the  de- 
partment of  physical  chemistry  in  the  University  of  Califor- 
nia' at  Berkeley,  has  sent  in  his  resignation,  in  order  to  ac- 
cept a  position  with  the  United  States  government  as  phys- 
ical chemist  in  the  Bureau  of  Mines.  Cottrell  is  the  inventor 
of  an  electrical  smoke-condenser  for  smelters  and  has  done 
much  to  solve  the  problem  of  removing  injurious  acid  fumes 
from  smelter  smoke.  .  He  also  invented  a  process  for  remov- 
ing the  water  from  crude  petroleum  in  tanks  or  reservoirs. 

George  Pancoast,  mechanical  engineer  for  the  Hearst 
newspapers,  is  at  San  F'rancisco,  superintending  the  installa- 
tion of  a  number  of  large  presses  and  other  machinery  of  the 
plant  of  the  Daily  Examiner,  in  the  new  twelve-story  building 
on  Stevenson  street,  near  Third.  The  first  papers  will  be 
printed  in  the  new  pressroom  on  the  29th  of  July.  Each  of  the 
seventy  machines  of  all  kinds  will  have  an  individual  direct- 
connected  motor.  The  five  big  presses,  which  require  variable 
speeds,  will  be  driven  by  d.c.  motors,  the  Koehler,  Janney  and 
General  Electric  systems  of  control  being  used.  A.c.  motors 
are  used  with  those  machines  which  require  constant  speed. 
The  new  five-roll  press  will  be  capable  of  printing  72,000 
twelve-page  or  50,000  twenty-page  papers  an  hour.  All  of  the 
a.c.  motors  were  purchased  from  the  General  Electric  Com- 
pany. 


ANNUAL  "JOLLYUP"  BASEBALL  GAME. 

Great  interest  was  shown  in  electrical  circles  in  the  base- 
ball game  on  the  St.  Ignatius  diamond  last  Saturday  between 
tv/o  teams  composed  of  the  hiyu-muck-a-mucks  of  the  Pacific 
Gas  &  Electric  Company  and  the  San  Francisco  Gas  &  Elec- 
tric Company.  The  score  was  19  to  8  in  favor  of  the  Pacifies, 
showing  that  there  is  some  advantage  in  being  with  the  hold- 
ing company.  Chief  of  Police  "Gus"  White  was  available 
to  prevent  possible  hostilities.  The  teams  lined  up  as  fol- 
lows: 

San  Francisco — P.  H.  Varney,  third  base;  F.  E.  Oldis,  left 
field;  H.  Bostwick,  shortstop;  G.  C.  Holberton,  right  field; 
Gus  White,  first  base;  H.  P.  Pitts,  center  field;  E.  B.  Kep- 
pleman,  catcher;  A.  R.  Thompson,  second  base;  J.  D.  Butler, 
pitcher. 

R.  J.  Cantrell,  third  base;  J.  H.  Wise,  left  field;  C.  J. 
Wilson,  shortstop;  P.  M.  Downing,  catcher;  E.  B.  Henley, 
center  field;  L  J.  Newbert,  first  base;  A.  H.  Caine,  right  field 
and  pitcher;  S.  J.  Lisberger,  second  base;  Charles  Lusk. 
pitcher. 
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998,493.  Lock  for  Fire-Alarm  Boxes.  Anton  Glock,  San 
Francisco,  Cal.  Filed  Sept.  13,  1910.  Serial  No.  581,825.  The 
combination  with  a  fire  alarm  box  and  the  door  thereof,  said 
door  having  a  pocket  with  a  glass  plate  forming  a  guard  to 
the  interior  of  the  pocket,  of  a  lock  casing  secured  inside  the 
door,  a  latch  bolt  mounted  in  the  casing,  a  permanent  key 


carried  by  the  door  at  one  side  of  the  center  thereof,  said 
latch  bolt  having  projections  from  each  side  of  its  center,  one 
of  said  projections  extending  into  the  range  of  action  of  the 
permanent  key,  and  a  removable  key  insertible  into  the  cas- 
ing at  the  other  side  of  the  center  of  said  latch  bolt  and 
adapted  to  engage  the  other  extension  thereof  whereby  the 
bolt  may  be  opera,ted  independently  of  the  permanent  key. 

998,076.  Pump  for  Oil  Wells.  Daniel  Daniels.  Los  An- 
geles, Cal.  Filed  Aug.  22,  1908.  Serial  No.  451,102.  In  a 
pump  for  oil  wells,  a  casing  having  its  ends  externally  screw- 
threaded,  a  coupling  screwed  upon  each  end  of  said  casing, 
and  a  lining  within  the  casing  consisting  of  a  plurality  of 
liner  sections,  each  section  having  at  each  end  a  portion  of 


reduced  exterior  diameter  with  a  smooth  exterior  surface, 
and  such  portion  being  provided  with  a  shoulder,  and  a  band 
fitting  upon  the  reduced  portions  of  adjacent  ends  of  the  sec- 
tions at  each  joint  between  the  respective  sections,  thereby 
holding  the  sections  in  alinement,  the  sections  being  sup- 
ported in  position  within  the  casing  by  their  engagement  with 
the  counterbored  portion  and  shoulders  of  the  couplings. 

997,981.  Oil  Burner.  Milton  A.  Fesler,  San  Francisco, 
Cal.  Filed  Nov.  2,  1909.  Serial  No.  525,881.  In  an  oil  burner, 
the  combination  of  a  steam  conduit,  an  oil  conduit  within  the 
steam  conduit,  discharging  into  one  end  thereof,  a  valve 
tube  within  the  oil  conduit  and  projecting  beyond  said  oil 
conduit  to  the  end  of  the  steam  conduit,  a  valve  on  said 
tube  adapted  to  close  the  end  of  the  steam  conduit,  a  guide 


for  said  tube,  a  coiled  spring  around  said  tube,  and  a  device 
secured  upon  the  end  of  said  tube  against  which  said  coiled 


spring   presses   to   close   said   valve   against  the   end   of   the 
steam  conduit,  substantially  as  described. 

998,378.  Loading  Device.  Isaac  Newton  Myers,  Los 
Angeles,  Cal.  Filed  Aug.  17,  1909.  Serial  No.  513,221.  A 
pivoted  steam  chest  or  cylinder,  guide  ways  upon  the  sides 
of  the  cylinder,  slides  carried  by  the  guides,  shovel  members 


carried  by  the  slides  and  depending  therefrom,  means  upon 
the  slides  for  preventing  the  swinging  of  the  shovels  in  one 
direction,  means  for  tilting  the  cylinder  to  elevate  the  slides 
and  shovels,  means  for  lowering  the  slides  and  for  returning 
the  slides  and  shovels  to  their  initial  position. 

998,494.  Guard  for  Fire-Alarm-Box-Door  Keys.  Anton 
Glock,  San  Francisco,  Cal.  Filed  Sept.  13,  1910.  Serial  No. 
581,826.  The  combination  with  a  fire  alarm  box,  of  a  suit- 
able pocket  formed  therein  and  housing  a  key,  a  casing 
formed  on  the  outside  of  the  door  and  around  the  pocket, 
said   casing  being  opened  from  below,  a  glass  plate  closing 


said  pocket  and  inserted  into  the  casing  from  below,  into  a 
pivoted  latch  acting  on  the  bottom  edge  of  the  glass  plate 
for  supporting  said  plate  against  gravity  and  to  hold  the 
plate  in  place,  said  latch  adapted  to  swing  in  a  plane  parallel 
with  the  face  of  the  glass  and  to  a  point  beyond  the  plane 
of  the  vertical  edge  thereof. 
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INDUSTRIAL 


SHUNTING    VERSUS    BRIDGING    OF    RAILWAY    MOTORS. 
Railway    Engineering. 

By  referring  to  Pig.  1,  whicli  shows  a  scliematic  diagram 
for  a  typical  Westinghouse  tj-pe  HL  control  eq.uipment,  the 
details  of  the  K  type  arrangement  may  be  more  readily 
understood.  With  the  controller  on  the  fifth  notch,  which  is 
the  full  series  position,  the  current  comes  from  the  trolley 
through  switches  LS,  Rl  and  R3,  then  divides  through  Nos. 
1  and  3  motors,  next  goes  through  switch  S,  and  finally 
divides  through  Nos.  2  and  4  motors  to  ground. 

When  the  controller  handle  is  moved  toward  the  sixth 
notch,  switch  Rl  first  drops  out.  Current  then  enters 
through  switch  R2,  part  of  it  going  to  the  motors  through 
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Fig.     1. 

one  section  of  the  resistance  and  the  remainder  through 
the  other  section  and  through  switch  R3,  after  which  its 
path  is  as  before.  The  result,  therefore,  has  been  to  in- 
sert resistance  in  the  circuit. 

As  the  handle  is  moved  further,  switch  G  next  closes. 
This  allows  the  current  to  go  direct  to  ground,  after  dividing 
through  Nos.  1  and  3  motors,  without  passing  through  Nos. 
2  and  4;   that  is,  this  short-circuits  Nos.  2  and  4  motors. 

As  the  handle  is  moved  still  further,  switch  S  then  opens 
cutting  off  Nos.  2  and  4  motors  from  the  series  connection 
and  switch  P  closes,  connecting  them  in  parallel  with  Nos. 
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1  and  3.  The  change  to  parallel  is  then  complete.  It  will 
thus  be  seen,  that  this  sequence  of  changes  (which,  although 
requiring  many  words  to  describe,  takes  place  in  a  small 
fraction  of  a  second)  maintains  a  current,  whose  value  de- 
pends on  the  design  of  the  resistance,  through  Nos.  1  and 
3  motors  during  the  entire  time  and  thus  maintains  the 
speed  of  the  car,  Instead  of  allowing  it  to  fall  off,  as  with 
the  L  type  connection. 

The  shutting  off  of  power  from  even  one-half  of  the 
motors  while  changing  from  series  to  parallel,  can  be 
avoided  and  current  maintained  in  all  of  them,  if  desired, 
by  the  use  of  the  somewhat  more  complicated  arrangement 
of  circuits  shown  in  Fig.  2.  With  this  arrangement,  in  the 
series  position,  current  flows  from  the  trolley  through 
switches  LS2  and  Ml,  divides  through  Nos.  1  and  3  motors. 


passes  through  switch  J,  and  thn  divides  through  Nos.  2  and 
4  motors  to  ground.  In  changing  to  parallel,  switches  M2 
and  G  are  first  closed,  giving  a  second  path  for  current 
from  the-  trolley  through  the  switches  LSI  and  M2  through 
the  first  set  of  resistance,  through  switch  J  in  opposite 
direction  to  the  motor  current,  through  the  second  set  of 
resistance  and  finally  through  switch  G  to  ground.  Switch 
J  is  then  opened,  leaving  the  motors  connected  in  parallel 
instead  of  in  series  and  with  the  first  set  of  resistance  in 
circuit  with  Nos.  2  and  4,  and  the  second  set  in  circuit  with 
Nos.  1  and  3.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  change  has  been 
made  without  interrupting  the  current  to  any  of  the  motors. 

This  arrangement  is  called  the  "bridging  connection." 
It  was  first  put  out  with  the  automatic  type  of  unit  switch 
control  and  more  recently  it  is  used  in  some  of  the  latter 
types  of  controllers  such  as  K-34,  etc. 

Comparing  the  three  general  schemes  of  changing  from 
series  to  parallel,  the  obvious  advantages  of  the  K  type  over 
the  L  type  are  obtained  with  no  additional  switches  and 
no  added  complication  of  circuits,  so  that  the  perfection 
of  the  former  method  leaves  no  logical  reason  for  any 
further  use  of  the  latter.  The  much  less  important  ad- 
vantages of  the  bridging  connection  over  the  K  type,  how- 
ever, can  be  obtained  only  at  the  cost  of  a  considerable 
number  of  additional  switches  to  give  the  same  number 
of  controller  notches  as  well  as  greater  complication  of  the 
circuits.  For  instance,  to  obtain  the  same  number  of 
notches  with  the  bridging  connection  as  are  obtained  in 
Fig.  1  with  eight  switches,  there  would  be  required  the 
thirteen  switches  shown  in  Fig.  2.  On  this  account,  sim- 
plicity being  so  essential  an  element  in  all  matters  relating 
to  railway  equipments,  the  bridging  connection  cannot  be 
regarded  as  superseding  the  K  type,  but  merely  as  a  refine- 
ment for  application  in  certain  particular  cases. 

Theoretically,  the  bridging  connection  gives  smoother 
acceleration,  but  practically,  the  K  type  with  a  properly  pro- 
portioned resistance,  leaves  so  little  to  be  desired  in  this 
respect  that  it  is  impossible  to  tell  by  riding  on  a  car 
which  form  of  control  is  employed. 

For  controlling  large  motors  operated  from  a  power 
system  with  close  regulation  and  large  capacity,  the  ability 
to  maintain  the  load  on  all  motors  throughout  the  accelerat- 
ing period,  together  with  the  inherent  possibilities  of  better 
acceleration,  makes  the  bridging  connection  preferable. 
Where  automatic  acceleration  is  employed  also,  it  is  some- 
what easier  to  provide  a  system  of  interlocks  to  produce 
the  particular  sequence  of  switches  required  for  the  bridging 
connection  than  it  is  for  the  K  type.  For  this  reason, 
automatic  unit  switch  control  equipments,  since  they  are 
usually  employed  with  powerful  motors  on  large  third-rail 
systems,  are,  except  in  the  very  smallest  sizes,  designed 
with  the  bridging  connection.  Westinghouse  type  HL 
equipments,  however,  which  are  as  a  rule  employed  for 
city  or  interurban  service,  have  been  designed  with  the  K 
type  connection  in  order  to  secure  that  simplicity  and  relia- 
bility which  has  made  them  so  remarkably  successful  and  satis- 
factory, even  in  the  hands  of  inexperienced  men. 


TRADE  NOTE, 

The  Northwest  Electrical  Equipment  Company,  formerly 
at  530  Lumber  Exchange,  Portland,  Oregon,  manufacturers' 
agents,  have  moved  to  No.  7  North  First  street,  where  they 
bave  a  ground  floor  office.  Mr.  Banes,  formerly  with  the  J.  C. 
English  Company,  is  manager  of  the  firm. 
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NEW  HOUSEHOLD  GENERATING  UNIT. 

The  advantages  of  electricity  for  illumination  and  power 
make  it  indispensable  to  this  enlightened  age,  yet  many  people 
who  would  like  to  use  it  are  not  within  the  zone  of  distribu- 
tion of  an  electrical  system  and  so  to  enjoy  the  advantages 
of  electricity  must  install  their  own  plants. 

The  General  Electric  Company,  who  manufacture  gaso- 
lene electric  generating  sets  of  capacities  3,  5,  10  and  25  kw. 
have  added  to  this  line  a  1  kw.  set  which  is  designed  for  fur- 
nishing electricity  for  power  and  lighting  in  private  resi- 
dences, small  hotels,  rural  railroad  stations,  etc.,  not  now 
served  by  central  stations,  and  on  board  boats.  This  set  com- 
prises a  single  cylinder,  vertical,  2-cycle  water  cooled  gaso- 
lene engine  direct  connected  to  a  1  kw.  d.c.  generator.  The 
regulation   and   steadiness   of   the   voltage   of   this   set   is   so 


The  combination  generator  and  battery  switchboard  is  so 
arranged  that  the  battery  can  be  charged  at  the  same  time 
that  the  generating  set  furnishes  power  for  lights  or  motors, 
without  affecting  the  operation  of  those  appliances,  while 
when  the  battery  is  fully  charged  it  can  be  connected  with 
the  system  so  that  the  generating  set  can  be  shut  down  with- 
out interrupting  the  service. 


NEW  CATALOGUES. 
A  small  folder.  No.  4206,  on  Westinghouse  Automatic 
Section  Insulators,  has  just  been  sent  out  by  the  Westing- 
house  Electric  &  Mfg.  Company,  East  Pittsburg,  Pa.  The 
folder  gives  the  applications  with  style  numbers,  sizes  of 
wire,  and  cross-section  views,  and  will  be  sent  to  anyone 
interested   on   application. 


New  One  Kw.  Gas  Electric  Generator. 


good  that  it  is  possible  to  supply  current  direct  from  the 
generator,  thus  avoiding  the  expense  of  installing  and  main- 
taining a  large  battery  and  the  loss  of  power  and  troubles 
incidental  to  the  operation  of  the  latter. 

The  engine  is  provided  with  a  suction  gasolene  pump  for 
lifting  fuel  from  a  tank  placed  under  ground  and  located  at 
some  distance  from  the  engine,  thus  fulfilling  the  require- 
ments of  the  National  Board  of  Fire  Underwriters. 

The  cooling  is  by  thermo  siphon,  thus  doing  away  with 
the  necessity  of  a  pump  to  provide  forced  circulation  of  the 
cooling  water. 

The  governor  is  located  in  the  engine  fly  wheel  and  oper- 
ates a  throttle  valve,  giving  very  close  regulation  and  satis- 
factory operation  at  all  loads. 

The  dimensions  of  this  1  kw.  set  are:  Length,  2  ft.  6%  in.; 
height,  2  ft.  2  in;  and  width,  17%  in,  and  the  total  weight 
is  350  lbs. 

Recognizing  the  fact  that  it  is  frequently  desirable  to 
install  a  small  storage  battery  to  provide  a  few  lights  on 
occasions  when  the  generating  set  is  not  running,  the  General 
Electric  Company  manufactures  for  use  with  these  sets  a  suit- 
able board  for  controlling  both  the  generating  set  and  such 
a  battery,  as  well  as  two  types  of  switchboard  for  controlling 
the  set  alone. 


The  Westinghouse  Electric  &  Manufacturing  Company, 
East  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  has  issued  Folder  No.  4301,  "Charging 
the  Automobile  Battery  with  Westinghouse-Cooper  Hewitt 
Rectifier  Outfits."  The  folder  is  well  illustrated  and  describes 
outfits  and  accessories.  It  will  be  sent  to  anyone  interested 
on  application  to  the  Westinghouse  Department  of  Publicity, 
East  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

The  General  Electric  Company  has  just  issued  Bulletin 
No.  4845  containing  illustrations  and  descriptive  matter  in 
considerable  detail  of  its  horizontal  steam  turbine  generators 
of  from  100  to  1000  kw.  capacity  at  3600  r.p.m.,  which  is  the 
maximum  speed  possible  for  use  with  60  cycle  alternating  cur- 
rent generators.  These  units  are  particularly  adapted  to  in- 
dustrial and  lighting  plants  requiring  the  economical  gener- 
ation of  a  moderate  amount  of  power. 

The  engineering  department  of  the  National  Electric 
Lamp  Association  have  recently  published  two  bulletins  of 
much  interest  to  the  consumer.  The  bulletin  on  the  eco- 
nomical operation  of  incandescent  lamps  goes  into  these 
features  from  the  standpoint  of  both  consumer  and  central 
station  and  is  interesting  and  instructive.  The  second  bul- 
letin is  on  "Mazda"  incandescent  street  lighting  and  is  re- 
plete with  information  covering  this  particular  phase  of  illum- 
ination. 
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FINANCIAL. 

TACOMA,  WASH. — Caldwell  Brothers  received  the  con- 
tract for  installing  a  lighting  system  in  the  court  house  at 
a  cost  of  about  $3000. 

OXNARD,  CAL. — The  City  Trustees  are  considering  the 
advisability  of  issuing  bonds  for  the  Installation  of  a  municipal 
water  system.  It  is  estimated  that  an  issue  of  $100,000  will 
cover  the  expense. 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL.— Stone  &  Webster  announce  that 
a  quarterly  dividend  of  $1.50  per  share  has  been  declared  on 
the  preferred  capital  stock  of  the  Sierra  Pacific  Electric  Com- 
pany, payable  August  1,  1911,  to  stockholders  of  record  at 
the  close  of  business,  July  20,  1911. 

LAS  CRXJCES,  N.  M. — The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Las 
Cruces  Electric  Light  &  Ice  Company  have  received  a  mes- 
sage that  their  bond  issue  of  $75,000  of  6  per  cent  bonds  has 
been  sold.  The  proceeds  are  to  be  used  to  retire  present 
indebtedness  and  to  furnish  additional  equipment  and  exten- 
sions. 

VALLEJO,  CAL. — ^With  the  ending  of  the  fiscal  year  on 
June  30  it  has  developed  that  the  receipts  for  the  municipal 
water  supply  of  this  city  amounted  to  $78,753.99,  which  is  an 
increase  of  close  to  $8000  a  year  over  the  record  of  a  year 
ago.  This  will  mean  a  net  profit  to  the  city  of  something 
like  $60,000. 

NORTH  BEND,  ORB.— T.  B.  Nolan  of  Omaha,  Neb.,  has 
negotiated  for  the  purchase  of  the  Flanagan  &  Bennett  Water 
Power  Co.,  which  furnishes  power  for  North  Bend.  The  deal 
is  held  up  pending  receiving  a  franchise.  If  the  deal  is  closed 
the  purchaser  will  build  a  new  reservoir  and  niake  extensive 
improvements. 

RANDALL,  WASH. — The  Valley  Improvement  Company 
of  Portland,  Ore.,  Mr.  Green,  manager,  is  getting  camps  estab- 
lished and  other  preliminary  work  in  shape  to  begin  active 
construction  of  the  power  plant  near  here.  It  is  reported  that 
some  $15,000,000  will  be  spent  in  developing  the  water  power 
and  transmitting  it  to  Portland. 

LOS  ANGELES,  CAL.— The  City  Council  has  adopted  an 
ordinance  authorizing  the  issuance  and  sale  of  the  power 
bonds  in  the  sum  of  $3,500,000.  They  will  not  begin  to  ma- 
ture until  1917.  The  Council  will  yet  have  to  pass  on  the 
policy  of  selling  all  the  bonds  in  the  open  market  or  selling 
only  part  of  them  to  the  city  sinking  fund. 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL.— The  Supervisors  sitting  as  a 
board  of  equalization,  have  denied  the  application  of  the 
Spring  Valley  Water  Company  for  a  reduction  of  several  mil- 
lions of  dollars  in  its  assessment.  Assessor  Washington 
Dodge  filed  a  written  statement  justifying  the  assessment, 
and  the  board  unanimously  sustained  his  figures.  The  basis 
of  the  company's  plea  for  a  reduction  was  that  the  State  Board 
of  Equalization  this  year  assessed  the  Spring  Valley  fran- 
chise under  the  new  State  revenue  law,  fixing  its  value  at 
more  than  $3,600,000,  and  that  the  franchise  element  of  the 
company's  property,  which  Assessor  Dodge  in  previous  years 
assessed  at  $2,500,000,  was  taken  into  account  by  him  this 
year  and  assessed  under  another  name,  being  included  in  the 
company's  personal  property  valuation.  The  company  con- 
tended that  it  was  thus  being  taxed  twice  on  its  franchise. 
Under  the  new  State  tax  law  the  State  Board  of  Equalization 
alone  is  authorized  to  assess  corporate  franchises.  Spring 
Valley  applied  to  the  State  Board  for  a  reduction  of  its  fran- 
chise assessment  but  was  refused. 


SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL. — City  Attorney  Percy  V.  Long 
has  petitioned  the  finance  committee  of  the  Supervisors  to  set 
aside  $15,000  out  of  the  fund  of  the  sale  of  the  water  bonds 
to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  preparation  of  data  in  regard 
to  the  Hetch  Hetchy-Lake  Eleanor-Cherry  Creek  water  site. 
The  data  is  being  prepared  by  Engineer  C.  B.  Gnmsky  and 
is  to  be  presented  to  the  Board  of  U.S.A.  Engineers  now  mak- 
ing a  study  of  the  situation  for  the  Government. 

RIVERSIDE,  CAL. — The  committee  appointed  by  the 
Council  to  investigate  the  matter  of  a  municipal  water  system 
for  Riverside  reports  that  the  Riverside  Water  Company  is 
to  refund  its  bonded  indebtedness  in  the  sum  of  $750,000.  It 
is  urged  that  the  city  proceed  to  establish  a  system  and  is 
suggested  that  the  stock  of  the  Riverside  Water  Company  be 
turned  over  to  the  city.  The  committee  also  suggests  a  plan 
by  which  an  entirely  new  company  may  be  formed  at  a  cost 
of  $225,000. 

WOODLAND,  CAL. — President  Thomas  T.  C.  Gregory 
of  the  proposed  Sacramento-Woodland  electric  line,  states  that 
$750,000  of  the  million  dollar  bond  issue  of  the  company  had 
been  subscribed.  The  fund  thus  raised  will  be  used  in  the 
construction  of  the  line,  work  to  commence  within  a  few  days 
and  the  line  to  be  in  operation  before  the  end  of  the  year. 
The  balance  of  the  bond  issue,  $250,000,  will  be  floated  after 
the  road  has  been  completed  to  raise  a  fund  for  the  extension 
of  the  line  to  Winters.  Of  the  $750,000  bonds  sold,  the  banks 
of  Woodland  have  taken  $215,000,  the  Natomas  Consolidated 
Company  and  the  West  Sacramento  Company  have  taken 
$250,000,  and  the  Sacramento  Bank  and  individuals  connected 
with  that  institution  subscribed  the  balance  rnaking  up  the 
three-quarters  of  a  million  dollars  of  bonds  floated.  The 
bridge  of  the  lines  over  the  Sacramento  River  will  be  com- 
pleted by  September  1.  All  the  piers  are  in  and  the  steel 
has  been  placed  between  two  of  the  piers.  Forty-two  car- 
loads of  steel  have  arrived  to  be  used  in  the  completion  of  the 
bridge.  An  effort  is  being  made  to  have  the  State  enter  into 
an  agreement  with  the  new  line  to  construct  a  joint  grade 
for  the  railway  and  the  State  highway  between  Woodland 
and  Sacramento. 


INCORPORATIONS. 


BRAWLEY,  CAL. — The  Schenck  Project  Water  Users' 
Association  of  Holtville  has  been  incorporated  with  a  capital 
of  $500,000  The  directors  are  W.  J.  Seat,  C.  J.  Schenck,  M. 
A.  Kendall. 

SAN  BERNARDINO,  CAL. — Amended  articles  of  incor- 
portation  of  the  East  Redlands  Water  Company  have  been 
filed.  The  capital  is  $100,000.  The  place  of  business  is  Red- 
lands.  The  original  incorporators  were  H.  L.  Drew,  Lewis 
Jacobs,  H.  M.  Barton. 


ILLUMINATION. 
EUGENE,  ORE. — The  city  water  board  will  at  once  adver- 
tise for  bids  on  furnishing  poles  for  the  city's  projected  light- 
ing system. 

ELLENSBURG,  WASH. — This  place  is  circulating  peti- 
tions urging  the  imrnediate  installment  of  additional  cluster 
lights  on  streets. 

PHOENIX,  ARIZ. — A  thunder  storm  raging  above  the 
Roosevelt  storage  dam  recently  broke  the  intake  canal  of  the 
government  electric  plant  which  furnishes  Phoenix  with  light 
and  power. 
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ADAMS,  ORE. — W.  B.  Salt,  representing  the  Pacific  Power 
&  Light  Company,  of  Portland,  is  considering  the  installation 
of  an  electric  light  system  at  this  place. 

BAKERSFIELD,  CAL.— A  movement  is  being  agitated  by 
local  merchants  looking  toward  the  installation  of  an  electric 
plant  to  supply  the  business  section  of  the  city  with  lights. 

CONCONCULLY,  WASH.— Within  the  next  six  weeks  this 
city  is  to  be  electrically  lighted,  according  to  the  statement 
of  J.  D.  Morton,  owner  of  the  franchise  granted  by  the  Council. 

WALLA  WALLA,  WASH.— The  city  clerk  has  been  in- 
structed to  advertise  for  bids  for  furnishing  electric  power 
for  the  arc  and  cluster  lights  in  the  city  for  both  five  and  ten- 
year  periods. 

ANAHEIM,  CAL.— J.  H.  Ahlborn  has  reported  to  the 
Board  of  Trade  on  the  installation  of  lights  for  the  business 
streets  and  has  been  appointed  a  committee  of  one  to  take 
up  the  matter  with  the  business  men. 

CHICO,  CAL. — At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  City  Trustees 
the  matter  of  an  electrolier  street  lighting  system  in  the  busi- 
ness district  was  informally  discussed.  As  a  result  the  board 
will  obtain  figures  on  the  cost  of  installing  the  system. 


TRANSMISSION. 


COLTON,  CAL.— The  Edison  Electric  Company  is  to  build 
a  new  power  house  at  M  and  Eleventh  streets. 

EUREKA,  NEV. — The  power  plant  located  at  Jack  Creek 
about  21  miles  from  Tuscarora,  Elko  County,  was  struck  by 
lightning  last  week  and  burned  to  the  ground. 

WBAVERVILLE,  CAL. — The  Trinity  Dredging  Company 
has  made  application  to  the  Board  of  Supervisors  for  a  fran- 
chise for  a  transmission  line  in  the  county  of  Trinity. 

SANTA  ROSA,  CAL. — The  contract  for  the  erection  of  the 
new  power  house  at  the  county  farm  has  been  formally 
awarded  to  Hoyt  Bros,  of  this  city,  the  lowest  bidder. 

LOS  ANGELES,  CAL. — An  ordinance  has  been  adopted 
granting  the  Pacific  Ljght  &  Power  Company  a  franchise  to 
operate  and  maintain  an  electric  pole  and  wire  system  in  the 
County  of  Los  Angelei. 

NORTH  YAKIMA,  WASH.— The  Pacific  Power  &  Light 
Company  has  made  application  to  the  Commissioners  of  Yak- 
ima County  for  a  franchise  for  a  period  of  50  years,  author- 
izing the  county  to  operate  transmission  lines  within  the 
County  of  Yakima. 

EUREKA,  CAL.— Sealed  bids  will  be  received  by  the 
Clerk  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  at  his  office,  in  the  Court 
House,  up  to  August  14th,  1911,  for  a  50-year  franchise  to  erect 
and  maintain  poles  and  string  wires  for  transmitting  electric 
power  along  the  public  roads  in  district  No.  5. 

BUTTE  CITY,  CAL.— The  Northern  California  Power 
Company,  which  is  constructing  a  60,000  volt  power  line  from 
Hamilton  City  to  Princeton,  is  now  within  a  short  distance 
of  Princeton.  The  crew  is  erecting  about  half  a  mile  of  line 
and  poles  daily.  Copper  and  aluminum  wire  is  being  used. 
The  sub-station  has  been  erected  on  the  river  bank  near  the 
bridge.  It  is  stated  here  that  the  company  plans  to  extend 
its  line  south  to  Maxwell,  Williams  and  other  points,  and 
that  the  plant  at  Williams  has  been  taken  over. 

SACRAMENTO,  CAL.— The  Citizens'  Light  &  Power  Com- 
pany has  closed  a  contract  with  J.  W.  Hornung,  representing 
the  Great  Western  Power  Company  by  which  the  Great  West- 
ern Power  Company  is  to  furnish  the  local  company  with  elec- 


tricity for  local  consumption.  George  W.  Peltier  has  been 
elected  president  and  it  is  given  out  that  the  stock  had  all 
been  subscribed.  Part  of  the  electricity  will  be  generated  at 
the  Big  Meadows  plant  and  the  remainder  will  be  generated 
at  a  steam  auxiliary  plant  to  be  erected  near  this  city. 

GOLDENDALE,  WASH.— N.  B.  Brooks,  local  attorney  for 
the  Northwestern  Electric  Company,  states  that  the  company 
has  advertised  for  bids  on  a  $100,000  dam,  to  be  constructed 
on  the  power  site  on  the  Big  Klickitat  River,  between  this  city 
and  Lyle.  The  company  will  also  install  a  $500,000  electric 
plant  at  that  place. 

PORT  ANGELES,  WASH.— The  Olympia  Power  Com- 
pany has  awarded  the  contract  to  P.  J.  Woods  for  constructing 
the  right  of  way  for  a  transmission  line  from  this  place  to 
Irondale.  The  contract  comprises  clearing  and  furnishing 
cedar  poles  at  a  cost  of  $18,000.  The  company  will  itself 
erect  the  transmission  line. 

NORTH  COLUMBIA,  CAL.— The  St.  Gothard  Consoli- 
dated Gold  Mining  Company,  operating  the  Delhi  mine,  is 
planning  to  put  in  an  electric  plant.  The  company  owns  a 
valuable  water  right  in  Bloody  Run,  and  it  is  believed  that 
enough  power  can  be  developed  to  operate  the  Delhi  mine, 
which  has  been  without  water  the  present  season,  owing  to 
the  damaged  flumes  of  the  Northern  Water  &  Power  Company, 
which  have  heretofore  supplied  water  to  the  mine.  An  engi- 
neer is  now  on  the  ground  making  the  necessary  surveys. 


TRANSPORTATION. 


MEYERS  FALLS,  WASH.— The  Stevens  County  Power  & 
Light  Company  is  surveying  preparatory  to  extending  its 
electric  line  to  Marcus. 

PORTLAND,  ORE.— The  Portland  Railway,  Light  &  Power 
Company  has  purchased  lots  in  Etna  addition  in  the  vicinity 
of  East  28th  and  Burnside  streets  as  a  site  for  a  car  house. 

SAN  BERNARDINO,  CAL. — Assistant  Engineer  Fowler  of 
the  Pacific  Electric  is  here  with  a  force  of  eight  men  to  take 
up  surveys  in  connection  with  the  proposed  electric  line  ex- 
tension west  and  southwest  of  San  Bernardino. 

SAN  RAFAEL,  CAL. — The  Trustees  have  received  a  pe- 
tition from  George  D.  Shearer,  asking  that  a  franchise  be 
granted  him  for  a  term  of  49  years  to  operate  an  electric  road 
over  certain  streets  within  the  city  limits  of  San  Rafael. 

STOCKTON,  CAL.— The  San  Jose  Electric  Railway  Com- 
pany has  commenced  laying  rails.  Ground  was  broken  in 
Modesto  F^-iday  for  the  90-pound  rails.  There  are  about  1% 
miles  of  track  to  lay  at  Modesto. 

SACRAMENTO,  CAL. — Commencing  next  Wednesday  the 
Central  California  Traction  Company  will  tighten  up  its  train 
schedule  between  Sacramento  and  Stockton,  clipping  15  min- 
utes from  the  schedules  of  all  trains.  Trains  which  now  re- 
quite one  hour  and  55  minutes  to  make  the  run  will  make 
it  in  one  hour  and  40  minutes.  Additional  trains  will  be  added 
to  the  Lodi  service.  Sacramento  trains  will  make  better 
connections  at  Stockton  with  the  Santa  Fe  to  and  from  Fresno 
and  San  Joaquin  Valley  points,  at  Herald  with  Southern  Pa- 
cific trains  to  and  from  lone,  Jackson,  Sutter  Creek  and  Ama- 
dor County  points,  and  at  Sacramento  with  the  Northern  Elec- 
tric Railway  to  and  from  Marysville,  Oroville  and  Chico. 

OAKLAND,  CAL.— The  precedent  established  by  the  Oak- 
land Traction  Company  several  weeks  ago  in  installing  a 
through  service  of  coupled  cars  on  Twelfth  street  to  the  Key 
Route  pier,  is  soon  to  be  followed  up  in  various  portions  of 
the  city,  according  to  an  announcement  made  to  the  commis- 
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sioners  by  W.  R.  Alberger,  vice-president  of  the  company.  Al- 
berger  states  that  within  a  few  days  the  company  will  install 
a  special  service  from  Twelfth  street  and  Broadway  to  Hay- 
ward.  Coupled  cars  will  be  used,  and  stops  will  be  made  only 
at  San  Leandro  and  Elmhurst.  The  schedule  of  regular  car 
service  on  the  line  will  not  be  curtailed.  Similar  changes 
will  be  made  on  the  Oakland  Traction  Company  lines  to  Rich- 
mond and  Albany,  in  order  to  regain  business  taken  away 
from  the  local  concern  by  the  Santa  Fe.  Alberger  states  that 
sixty  new  cars  have  been  ordered.  Ten  cars  are  expected 
next  week  and  twenty  have  already  been  received. 

RIVERSIDE,  CAL.— Officials  of  the  Pacific  Electric  Rail- 
way Company  are  going  over  the  Magnolia  avenue  extension 
plan.  The  company  is  ready  to  build  a  line  along  Colton  ave- 
nue, through  Colton  to  San  Bernardino.  The  company  will 
also  build  from  here  to  Los  Angeles. 


NAPA,  CAL. — The  application  of  W.  H.  Simmons  and  oth- 
ers for  permission  for  the  period  of  20  years  to  build  and 
maintain  a  telephone  line  near  St.  Helena  has  been  granted. 
The  work  of  constructing  the  telephone  line  will  be  under 
the  direction  of  B.  Bruck,  supervisor  of  Hot  Springs  township. 


TELEPHONES. 


CAREY,  IDAHO.— The  Carey  Telephone  Company,  capital 
$2100,  has  been  incorporated  by  C.  C.  Shelter  and  Thos.  C. 
Stanford. 

LIVERMORE,  CAL.— The  Stockmen's  Protective  Associa- 
tion is  making  efforts  to  secure  better  communication  with 
the  mountain  section  southeast  of  here. 

EVERETT,  WASH.— The  Cedarhome  Telephone  Com- 
pany, capital  $10,000,  has  been  incorporated  by  Peter  Hanson, 
H.  Neilson,  O.  A.  Prestrud  and  others. 

NEVADA  CITY,  CAL. — The  Tahoe  national  forest  has  let 
the  contracts  for  constructing  telephone  lines  in  various  parts 
of  the  forest.     Work  will  commence  immediately. 

VANCOUVER,  B.  C— It  is  announced  that  the  British 
Columbia  Telephone  Company  will  shortly  install  a  new  cable 
connecting  this  place  with  Nanaimo,  on  Vancouver  Island. 

PENDLETON,  ORE.— An  effort  will  be  made  to  have  the 
city  attorney  to  draw  up  an  ordinance  cofnpelling  telephone 
companies  to  install  all  telephone  and  electric  light  wires 
underground  hereafter. 

VENTURA,  CAL.— The  Pacific  Telephone  &  Telegraph 
Company  is  about  to  commence  construction  of  three  addi- 
tional trunk  lines  from  Ventura  to  Santa  Barbara  and  an  extra 
line  from  Ventura  to  Oxnard. 

WILLOWS,  CAL.— The  Pacific  States  Telephone  &  Tele- 
graph Company  is  planning  numerous  improvements  in  the 
service  here.  It  is  declared  that  an  expenditure  of  $15,000 
will  be  required  to  carry  out  the  plans. 

CHELAN,  WASH.— The  Knapps  Coulee  Telephone  Com- 
pany has  decided  to  proceed  at  once  with  the  construction 
'  of  the  proposed  rural  telephone  line  through  Knapps  coulee. 
The  trustees  were  instructed  to  purchase  the  necessary  equip- 
ment. 

MANILA,  P.  I. — The  joint  board  on  wireless  telegraphy, 
appointed  some  time  ago  in  the  Philippines,  has  held  its  first 
meeting.  It  is  understood  that  the  report  contains  recom- 
mendations which  will  probably  result  in  the  early  establish- 
ment of  a  wireless  system  in  the  islands. 

NAPA,  CAL. — The  application  of  H.  Voorman  Du  Bois  for 
permission  for  the  period  of  20  years  to  build  and  maintain 
a  telephone  line  near  Napa,  on  the  county  road  leading  to 
Sonoma,  has  been  granted.  The  line  will  be  constructed  un- 
der the  supervision  of  Jasper  Partrick,  supervisor  of  West 
Napa  township. 


WATERWORKS. 

GRESHAM,  ORE.— The  Gladstone  City  Council  has  de- 
cided to  employ  H.  C.  Kelsey,  an  engineer  of  Portland,  to 
draw  up  plans  and  specifications  for  a  waterworks  plant  to 
be  installed  by  the  city.  The  Council  has  decided  upon  an 
appropriation  of  not  more  than  $20,000  for  the  work. 

SAN  LUIS  OBISPO,  CAL.— The  Pine  Mountain  Water 
Company  has  let  a  contract  for  a  40-mile  pipe  line  from  the 
Cuyama  to  the  town  of  Maricopa. 

WILLITS,  CAL.— The  Board  of  Trustees  will  take  imme- 
diate steps  for  the  acquisition  or  construction  of  a  municipal 
water  system  in  the  town  of  Willits. 

,  TACOMA,  WASH.— The  Council  has  provided  for  the  in- 
stallation of  a  6  inch  wooden  water  main  in  East  B  street 
from  South  Sixty-fourth  street  to  South  Seventy-second  street. 

PORTLAND,  ORE.— Steps  towards  the  installation  of 
water  meters  throughout  the  city  will  be  taken  by  the  mayor 
at  a  meeting  of  the  water  board.  The  cost  is  estimated  at 
$300,000. 

TOLEDA,  ORE. — Jacobson-Bade  Company  of  Portland  has 
been  awarded  the  contract  for  the  construction  of  the  water 
system.  Six  miles  of  pipe  will  be  laid  and  the  contract  was 
awarded  for  $20,000. 

PRESCOTT,  ARIZ.— Business  men  of  the  city  have  begun 
an  effort  to  secure  a  better  and  less  expensive  water  supply 
for  the  city.  The  Council  has  been  asked  to  appropriate 
a  sum  for  drilling  an  experimental  well. 

FRESNO,  CAL. — The  Supervisors  have  ordered  the  sur- 
veyor to  draw  plans  and  specifications  for  the  erection  of  a 
45  foot  water  tower  at  the  alms  house.  An  additional  steel 
tank  of  7000  gallons  capacity  will  be  erected. 

GLADSTONE,  ORE.— Louis  C.  Kelsey,  has  been  employed 
by  this  place  as  engineer  to  prepare  specifications  and  esti- 
mates for  a  pumping  plant  and  water  works  system.  An  elec- 
tion to  vote  $20,000  bonds  for  construction  will  be  held  July 
31st. 

PHOENIX,  ARIZ. — Application  for  a  patent  has  been 
made  for  the  new  townsite  of  Superior.  That  mining  camp 
is  to  have  a  water  system.  The  lakes  on  Queen  Creek  above 
Superior  have  been  located  for  the  purpose  and  water  will  be 
piped  to  town  for  mining  and  domestic  use. 

ONTARIO,  CAL. — The  general  water  committee  has  re- 
commended to  the  Council  that  an  extension  of  200  feet  of 
4  inch  pipe  be  made  for  every  customer  outside  of  the  limits 
of  the  system  as  planned  by  F.  E.  Trask  of  Los  Angeles.  The 
water  system  for  the  city  is  now  under  construction. 

IRVINGTON,  CAL.— Through  the  efforts  of  the  chamber 
of  commerce  the  fire  protection  system  of  Irvington  will  be 
improved  by  the  installation  of  a  75,000  gallon  water  tank  en 
the  hill  near  the  Palmdale  winery.  A  six-inch  pipe  will  be 
run  from  the  reservoir  to  the  water  main  in  First  street. 

HAYWARD,  CAL.— Sealed  bids  will  be  received  by  the 
Board  of  Supervisors  at  the  clerk's  office  up  to  10  a.  m.  July 
24th,  1911,  for  the  construction  of  a  water  plant  on  the  Lake 
Chabot  road  from  Castro  Valley  road  to  the  County  road  No. 
2730.     Plans  and  specifications  are  on  file  with  the  clerk. 
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ANNOUNCEMENT 

Mr.  E,  D.  Hand  has  been  appointed  Pacific  Coast 
Representative  for  this  Company.  A  complete 
stock  of  all  types  of  '^Brilliant"  Drawn  Wire  Mazda, 
Tantalum,  Gem  Carbon  Filament  Lamps  ready 
for  Immediate  Shipment  carried  in  San  Francisco 

Lamps  shijyjied  hy  this  Coiivpany  comply  strictly  loith  the  dandard  of  qualiti/  set  by  the 

Engineering  Department  of  the  Nntioncd  hlectric  Lamp  Association 

of  ichich  we  are  a  member 

The  Brilliant  Electric  Company 

MANUFACTURERS  OF  INCANDESCENT  LAMPS 

General  Offices:     401  -405  Electric  Building,    Cleveland,    Ohio 
Pacific  Coast  Of  f  ice:  151-153  New  Montgomery  St.,  San  Francisco 

Aliiliulietiful     Index     to     Advertii^erN,     Vui^e    8.  \\  liere    to    Buy    It    in    the    IA'cmI,    l*n)j;cH    lU,    11. 
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Small  Electric  Lighting  Plants 

The  sale  and  in>tallation  of  electric  lighting  plants  is  a  very  profitable  business.  There  are 
thousands  of  suburban  hDmes.  farms,  summer  camps,  etc.,  where  current  from  a  Central 
Station  is  not  available,  whose  ownsra  will  desire  to  install  an  electric  lighting  plant. 
These  low  voltaje  planU,  consisting  of  a  small  gas  engine,  dynamo,  switchboard  and 
storage  battery,  are  small,  inexpensive  and  simple  to  operate.  The  battery  makes  possible 
a  full  24-hour  service  by  only  an  occasional  running  of  the  engine.     The 

"Cblodbe  Eccumulator'* 

furnished  with  these  plants  is  the  same  type  o(  battery  used  by  the  large  and  small  Central 
Stations,  by  the  Electric  Railways,  by  the  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Companiei,  etc. 
Dealers  and  Contractors  can  make  attractive  profits  on  the  sale  of  the  plant  apparatus,  as 
well  as  on  fixtures  and  by  installing  the  plant  and  doing  the  wiring. 


TheElectric  Storage  BatteryCo. 


New  York, 


Boston, 


R|-|||_ADELP|-|IA.  PA. 

San  Francisco  Sales  Office:  PIGRSON,  ROEDING  &  CO..  Monadnock  Boiling 
Chicago,         St    Louis,         Cleveland,         Denver,         Detroit,         Atlanta,         LosAngele*,         Portland,  Or. 


Seattle        Toronto 


Because  it  is  the  Best  it  is  the  Cheapest 

Sterlings  Roofing 

We  have  the  sole  agency  for  Sterlmg  Roofing  and  can 
recommenj  it  for  permanency  where  roof  is  exposed  to 
exceptional  conditions.  It  will  add  distinction  and  orna- 
mentation to  your  buildings. 

BONESTELL  &  CO.,  Agents 


1 1 8  FIRST  STREET 


SAN  FRANCISCO 


"DUNCAN"  WATTMETERS 

NEW  MODEL  "E" 
Highest  Torque.     Extreme  Accuracy.     Ideally  Simple. 

"DUNCAN"  TRANSFORMERS 

Core  Type,  Impregnated  Coils,  New  Designs, 
Eneimelled  Finish. 

LARGE  STOCK  CARRIED  IN  SAN  FRANCISCO 

G.   A.   Wl  LBUR 

78  SECOND  ST.,  SAN  FRANCISCO 


0-B  Thermo  Bonding  Process  --  Patented 

A  simple,  economical,  rapid  and  effective  method  by 
which  the  terminals  of  our  standard  All  Wire  Bonds  can 
be  soldered  to  the  rail  after  being  compressed  in  the 
ordinary  way,  thus  combining  the  permanent  extra  con- 
tact afforded  by  soldering  both  head  And  stud  of  terminal 
with  the  mechanical  strength  and  positive  application 
obtained  by  compression. 

It  will  pay  you  to  investigate  before  you  buy  more  bonds 


Durini,'  Road 


The  Ohio  Brass  Co.,  Mansfield,  Ohio 


Applying  the  Solder 

PIERSON,  ROEDING  &  CO.,  Pacific  Coast  Agents 
San  Francisco  —  Los  Angeles  —  Seattle  —  Portland 


"DELTATAPE"      jhe  Best  Coil  Insulation 


It  is  made  from  pure  asbestos  fibre. 

It  will  not  decompose  under  500°  F. 

It  takes  from  2500  to  5000  volts  to  puncture. 

Its  great  flexibility  remains  permanent. 

It  is  made  in  thicknesses  of  10  to  25  mils  —  any  width 


D  &  W  FUSE  COMPANY,  Providence,  R.  I. 


A.  HALL  BERRY 
New  York  Representative 

97  Warren  Street  Agents  :  Pettingell-Andrews  Co.,  Western  Electric  Co., Central  Electric  Co.,  Canada:  The  Northern  Elec.  &  Mfg.  Co.,  Ltd. 
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Birdseye  View  of  Panama-Pac'fic  Exposition  Site 


EXPOSITION  SITE  TRANSPORTATION  FACILITIES 


On  July  25th  the  Directors  of  the  Panama-Pacific 
International  Exposition  Company  came  to  a  unani- 
mous decision  in  the  selection  of  a  site  for  the  great 
world's  fair  to  be  held  at  San  Francisco  in  1915. 
Briefly,  the  site  comprises  lands  between  Fort  Mason 
and  the  Presidio,  thence  by  ocean  boulevard  around 
the  Presidio  to  and  including  Lincoln  Park,  adjoining 
Fort  Miley,  thence  to  Golden  Gate  Park,  thus  assuring 
ample  space  for  all  exposition  purposes.  This  plan 
inclwding  parks,  and  running  from  bay  to  ocean,  giv- 
ing four  miles  of  frontage  along  the  Golden  Gate,  as 
C.  C.  Moore,  President  of  the  Exposition  aptly  put  it, 
offers  unlimited  scenic  beauties  and  architectural  jjos- 
sibilities,  and  is  ])articularh-  appropriate  for  the  cele- 
bration of  the  greatest  maritime  event  of  the  age  in 
a  great  seaport. 

As  added  features  to  the  above  scheme,  it  is 
planned  to  make  use  of  Telegraph  Hill  and  erect  upon 
it  the  largest  wireless  telegraph  station  possible,  liy 
means  of  which  the  passage  of  the  fleet  through  the 
canal  can  be  continually  signalled.  The  city  park  ad- 
joining this  monster  monument,  is  to  be  improved  with 


a  permanent  observatory  and  the  sides  of  the  hill  beau- 
tifulh'  terraced. 

To  finally  cap  the  entire  plan,  a  civic  center  with 
its  convention  hall  and  opera  house,  is  planned  for  the 
heart  of  San  Francisco,  and  it  is  suggested  to  locate 
the  center  near  \'an  Ness  avenue  and  Market  street. 

In  re\iewing  this  clever  inspiration  of  the  com- 
mittee apprt)val  is  voiced  on  all  sides.  The  perma- 
nent buildings  in  the  parks,  the  beautification  of  the 
parks  themselves:  the  wonderful  marine  boulevard,  and 
the  suggested  civic  center — surely  a  city  never  had 
such  a  \ision  before  in  immedialc  ])rospect  of  realiza- 
tion. 

As  to  the  financial  outlook  $7,300,000  have  been 
raised  1)\'  subscription;  $5,000,000  voted  in  city  bomls; 
$5,000,000  raised  b}-  State  tax;  ami  man}'  more  mil- 
lions will  be  contributed  by  the  counties  of  California 
in  their  exhibit  taxes.  With  this  huge  sum  in  view 
from  home  enterprise  it  is  anticipated  that  an  equal 
amount  will  be  contributed  by  foreign  countries  and 
other  States  of  the  union.  A  contribution  of  $5,000,000 
is  confidently  looked  to  from  the  national  government 
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for  building  such  buildings  as  may  afterward  be  turned 
over  for  permanent  barracks  at  the  Presidio.  This  is 
in  addition  to  the  $10,000,000  available  in  the  way  of 
harbor  bonds.  Hence  $50,000,000  is  put  as  the  amount 
that  will  be  available  as  a  financial  enterprise. 

John  Barrett,  Director-General  of  the  Pan- 
American  Union,  has  recently  come  to  San  Francisco 
after  representing  President  Taft  at  the  ground-break- 
ing ceremonies  of  the  San  Diego  Exposition,  and  aptly 
expressed  a  few  words  of  comment  as  follows : 

"All  the  world  is  preparing  to  reap  the  commercial 
benefits  of  the  Panama-Pacific  canal — all  except  the 
United  States. 


as  a  celebration  of  the  fact  that  the  United  States,  and 
particularly  California,  is  ready  for  the  opening  artd 
ready  to  reap  its  immense  advantages.  I  believe  that 
the  whole  question  of  the  success  of  the  E.xposition 
is  up  to  San  Francisco.  The  world,  especially  foreign 
countries,  will  accept  the  invitation  to  participate,  for 
they  are  fully  convinced  that  San  Francisco  intends  to 
make  this  the  greatest  Exposition  the  world  has  ever 
seen. 

"The  foreign  countries  can  best  be  interested  to 
contribute  generously  to  the  success  of  the  Exposition 
liy  being  assured  that  it  will  be  a  fitting  celebration  of 
what  is  everywhere  considered  the  physical  accomplish- 


San   Francisco  Street  Railway   Sy.stems. 


"Every  other  great  nation  has  long  since  begun 
to  evolve  the  practical  problems  which  will  arise  with 
the  readjustment  of  the  world's  commerce  when  the 
canal  is  opened,"  continued  Barrett.  "But  the  United 
States  has  done  nothing.  Congress  has  a  great  task 
before  it,  in  the  settlement  of  tolls,  canal  administra- 
tion, the  relation  of  the  canal  to  the  Canal  Zone  Rail- 
road, and  in  fact  the  whole  of  the  vast  machinery 
necessary  for  operating  the  big  ditch. 

"Merchants  all  over  the  country  must  begin  to 
study  the  canal  and  the  elifect  it  will  have  upon  their 
business ;  importers  and  exporters  must  be  ready  with 
facilities  and  arrangements  for  meeting  the  new  condi- 
tions of  world  commerce.  Otherwise,  the  United 
States  will  be  in  the  position  of  the  man  who  builds 
a  magnificent  house  and  moves  in  before  it  is  finished, 
before  the  plumbing  is  installed  and  before  the  glass 
is  put  in  the  windows. 

"The  great  Panama-Pacific  Exposition  should  not 
be  a  celebration  of  the  opening  of  the  canal  so  much 


ment  of  a  marvelous  engineering  feat  and  the  greatest 
single  achievement  in  the  interest  of  world  commerce — 
in  fact,  the  doing  by  the  hand  of  man  what  God  himself 
forgot  to  do  in  the  busy  creation  of  the  earth." 

Four  years  of  time  and  thought  in  carefully  plan- 
ning to  handle  the  mammoth  crowds  to  be  expected 
at  the  great  exposition  is  none  too  little  to  have  in  view. 
Much  thought  can  profitably  be  given  to  every  phase 
of  transportation.  The  proper  supply  of  cars  and  the 
avoidance  of  confusion  in  their  handling  are  items  of 
extreme  importance.  The  proposed  plan  simplifies 
congestion  to  a  great  extent  in  that  more  car  lines  are 
available  for  transportation  and  the  choice  of  Harbor 
View  will  give  to  sight-seers  a  ready  access  to  the 
Fair  grounds  by  ferry-boat  from  Oakland,  Berkeley 
and  Marin  county. 

It  will  be  well  at  this  time,  however,  to  go  into 
the  details  of  the  make-up  of  San  Francisco's  street 
railways  and  far  in  advance  spread  knowledge  as  to 
difficulties   to   be  encountered   and   thus   allow  ample 
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time  for  the  planning'  nut  of  proper  care  for  the  antici- 
pated congestion. 

The  T.  G.  Brill  Company  of  F^hiladelphia  have 
furnished  many  of  the  cars  now  in  use  in  the  city  of 
San  Francisco  and  as  much  valuable  information  has 
been  compiled  by  them  relative  to  the  transportation 
facilities  of  the  city,  through  courtesy  of  the  company 
much  of  our  information  has  been  compiled. 

It  will  be  well  at  this  time  to  look  into  the  general 
geographical  considerations  of  the  exposition  city.  San 
Francisco,  the  largest  city  of  the  western  half  of  the 
United  States,  is  built  at  the  upper  end  of  a  peninsula 
enclosing  the  southern  part  of  a  bay  of  the  same  name 
and  is  at  the  center  of  the  long  coast  line  of  California. 
The  city  is  nearly  square  in  shape,  about  7)4  miles 
each  way,  with  most  of  the  streets  running  at  right 
angles  and  the  main  business  thoroughfare,  Market 
street,  bisecting  it  from  the  northwest  corner  to  the 
southwest.  The  city  has  a  population  of  420,000  and 
the  railway  lines  serve  about  450,000.  Across  the 
bay  is  Oakland,  with  a  population  of  225,000  and  a 
string  of  populous  towns  on  each  side  and  at  different 
points  on  the  bay,  all  connected  with  San  Francisco 
by  an  extensive  system  of  ferries  and  steamboat  lines 
and  contributing  a  large  amourlt  of  traffic  to  the  lines 
which  converge  at  the  Ferry  Building,  foot  of  Market 
street.  At  this  point  and  at  Third  and  Market  streets 
occur  the  greatest  congestion  during  the  rush  hours, 
which  are  from  6  to  8  :30  in  the  morning  and  from  4 :30 
to  6:15  in  the  evening.  The  congestion  is  severe  all 
along  Market  street  through  the  business  section,  as 
it  is  the  main  artery  of  travel  of  the  city  and  carries 
the  bulk  of  the  street  car  traffic.  Parallel  to  Market 
and  one  block  south  is  Mission  street,  which  is  next 
in  importance  as  a  business  and  traffic  thoroughfare 
and  which  turns  after  leaving-tjlie  business  district  and 
traverses  the  populous  centra.!  section  known  as  the 
Mission  and  continues  to  a  short  distance  beyond  the 
southern  boundary  line ;  the  Mission  street  line  ex- 
tending the  whole  distance,  about  7)^  miles.  An- 
other long  line,  but  nearer  to  the  bay,  serves  this  part 
of  the  city;  arid  running  to  Ocean  Beach,  on  the  west 
side,  are  several  long  lines.  The  development  of  the 
outlying  portions  of  San  Francisco  is  therefore  chiefly 
in  these  directions,  and  while  the  city  belongs  to  the 
peninsular  class,  it  will  be  many  years  before  the  lim- 
iting effect  of  the  peninsula  is  felt,  and  in  the  mean- 
time the  development  will  proceed  on  the  radiating 
plan. 

The  topography  of  San  Francisco  makes  the  street 
railway  problem  about  as  difficidt  as  it  is  in  any  large 
city  in  the  country.  Generally  speaking,  the  residence 
district  consists  of  a  series  of  hills  involving  very  steep 
grades.  The  business  section  of  the  city  lies  along  the 
bay  shore  and  is  fairly  level.  These  lines  in  the  ma- 
jority of  cases  require  operation  on  grades  all  the  way 
from  27  per  cent  down.  For  this  reason  San  Francisco 
was  less  inclined  to  take  up  electric  traction  than  it 
might  have  been  otherwise.  Cable  roads,  in  spite  of 
their  expensive  operation,  were  generally  used  up  to 
the  early  nineties,  and  suburban  traffic  at  that  time 
was  handled  with  small  steam  locomotives.  Gradually 
a  few  crosstown  lines,  whose  grades  were  not  heavy, 
were  equipped  with  electricity  and  the  only  interurban 


line  down  the  ])eninsular  to  San  Mateo  was  Iniilt.  Nat- 
urally these  conditions  had  a  marked  influence  on  the 
t)'pe  of  rolling  stock.  The  early  cable  cars  consisted 
of  two  parts,  the  small  framework,  carrying  the  cable 
grip — known  as  the  dummy — followed  by  a  small 
trailer.  Subsequently  the  dummy  and  trailer  were 
combined  in  the  same  frame-work,  making  substan- 
tially a  double-truck  car.  When  electrical  operation 
commenced,  a  car,  which  has  since  been  known  as  the 
California  type,  was  developed.  This  consisted,  gen- 
erally speaking,  of  a  central  closed  portion  with  two 
open  ends.  In  some  of  the  cars  the  open  ends  had 
transverse  seats,  and  in  some  the  transverse  seats  faced 
outward.  This  car,  having  double  trucks,  was  simply 
a  growth  of  the  original  cable  car  idea,  the  climate  of 
San  Francisco  being  somewhat  responsible  for  retain- 
ing the  open  section.  During  eight  or  nine  months  of 
the  year  it  is  sufficiently  mild  for  outside  riding,  as  a 
matter  of  preference,  though  heavy  fogs  and  sudden 
chill  winds  require  a  closed  portion  for  some  of  the 
passengers. 

With  the  great  fire  of  1906,  a  complete  rebuilding 
of  the  track  within  the  burned  area  was  necessary. 
While  a  gradual  transition  from  cable  to  electric  oper- 
ation would  probably  have  come  about  normally  on 
account  of  the  increased  cost  of  operation  of  the  cable 
road,  the  fire  gave  the  opportunity  for  a  complete 
change  immediately.  With  an  area  of  four  square 
miles  in  ruins,  the  rebuilding  was  permanent  and  sub- 
stantial. The  total. mileage  of  single  track  within  the 
burned  area  was  60  operated  by  overhead  trolley  and 
40  by  cable.  With  the  rebuilding,  only  two  or  three 
comparatively  short  lines  were  rehabilitated  as  cable 
lines,  and  these  only  because  the  grades  were  prohibi- 
tive from  the  standpoint  of  electric  operation.  The 
steepest  grade  in  actual  electrical  operation  at  the  pres- 
ent time  is  known  as  the  Fillmore  street  hill,  which 
is  two  blocks  long,  27  per  cent.  This  piece  of  track  is 
operated,  however,  with  a  weight  balance  in  addition 
to  the  trolley.  There  are  in  regular  operation,  without 
weight  balance,  grades  several  blocks  long,  13  per  cent, 
and  a  block  each,  14  per  cent  and  16  per  cent. 

As  an  item  of  interest,  while  the  combined  electric 
and  cable  system  of  the  city  is  now  up-to-date  and  well 
operated,  it  is  a  peculiar  fact  that  there  is  at  present 
practically  every  type  of  traction  lines  actually  in  serv- 
ice, with  the  exception  of  the  old  steam  dummy,  which 
originally  carried  suburban  traffic.  Owing  to  a  fran- 
chise dispute,  a  short  section  is  still  operated  with 
horse  cars.  One  short  line,  owing  to  property  owners' 
dislike  for  overhead  trolley,  has  the  original  cable 
dummy  and  trailer  with  cable  operation.  A  few  heavy 
grade  lines  are  still  operated  with  up-to-date  double- 
truck  cable  cars,  and  the  successive  steps  in  types  of 
traction  and  rolling  stock  are  still  represented  up  to  the 
modern  closed  double-truck  car  arranged  for  fare  pre- 
payment. 

With  the  exception  of  11^  miles  of  cable  railways 
of  the  California  Street  Cable  Railroad,  7>^  miles  of 
the  Geary  Street,  Park  &  Ocean  Railroad,  also  cable, 
and  8  miles  of  electric  lines  of  the  Presidio  &  Ferries 
Railroad,  all  the  street  railways  are  operated  by  the 
United  Railroads  of  San  Francisco  and  consist  of  261 
miles  electric  and   14  miles  cable.     The  United  Rail- 
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roads  has  three  different  types  uf  cars  which  might 
be  considered  standard,  which  are  the  CaHfornia  com- 
bination open  and  closed  type  which  is  operated  on  a 
number  of  the  divisions ;  the  cross-seat  closed  car, 
which  is  most  prominent  on  the  Market  street  and  trib- 
utary lines;  and  the  new  P-A-Y-E  cars,  of  which  the 
first  lot  were  put  in  operation  five  months  ago  on  the 
Sutter-Jackson  street  and  Clifif  House  lines,  running 
across  the  northern  part  of  the  city.  It  is  expected 
that  there  will  be  80  of  the  latter  cars  in  operation 
before  the  end  of  summer.  The  United  Railroads 
system  has  in  all  approximately  600  electric  motor  cars 
and  50  cable  cars.  The  three  other  railway  companies 
together  have  about  100  cars. 

Much  forethought  has  been  used  in  planning  the 
handling  of  great  crowds  in  other  cities.  The  greatest 
problem  to  be  solved  in  San  Francisco  is  the  question 
of  constructing  safe  terminal  facilities  at  the  Fair 
gates  which  will  permit  a  ready  and  safe  means  of 
transportation  to  and  from  the  Fair  for  the  thousands 
of  visitors  confidently  expected.  The  experience  gath- 
ered from  similar  Fairs  will  aid  much,  but  after  all, 
due  to  the  peculiar  topographic  location  of  San  Fran- 
cisco new  and  original  schemes  will  largely  have  to  be 
contrived. 


ANNUAL  REPORT— COMMISSIONER  OF  PAT- 
ENTS. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Pat- 
ents, for  year  ended  December  31,  1910,  shows  that  the 
receipts  of  the  office  total  over  two  million  dollars. 
The  applications  numbered  nearly  65,000;  those  issued, 
36,000. 

In  more  detail  the  report  shows  the  total  receipts 
were  $2,025,536.69;  the  expenditures,  $2,005,711.94,  and 
the  surplus  of  receipts  over  expenditures,  $19,824.75. 
The  total  balance  to  the  credit  of  the  Patent  Office  in 
the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  on  December  31, 
1910.  was  $6,998,227.64.  This  is  the  smallest  annual 
surplus  in  the  Patent  Office,  with  but  one  exception, 
for  thirty-five  years. 

Previous  to  this  period  the  salaries  of  the  exami- 
ners had  not  been  increased  since  1848,  or  for  a  period 
of  sixty  years,  which  necessarily  resulted  in  the  loss, 
by  resignation,  of  a  large  percentage  each  year  of  these 
highly  educated  and  experienced  men.  At  the  present 
time,  since  the  increase  of  salaries,  the  Commissioner 
has  been  able  to  retain  a  much  larger  percentage  of 
these  technically   trained   employes. 

In  proportion  to  population  more  patents  were 
issued  to  citizens  of  Connecticut  than  to  those  of  any 
other  State — 1  to  every  1126.  Next  in  order  are  the 
following:  District  of  Columbia,  1  to  every  1329;  Cali- 
fornia, 1  to  every  1616;  Massachusetts,  1  to  every  1623 ; 
Xew-  Jersey,  1  to  every  1727. 

The  fewest  patents  granted  in  proportion  to  the 
number  of  inhabitants  were  in  the  following  States  and 
Territory:  South  Carolina,  1  to  every  17,620;  ]\Iissis- 
sippi,  1  to  every  14,975;  Hawaii,  1  to  every  13,707: 
Georgia,  1  to  every  12,192;  North  Carolina,  1  to  every 
12,056;  Alabama,  1  to  every  11,812;  and  Arkansas,  1 
to  everv  11,662. 


COSTS    PER    ACRE    FOOT    OF    SMALL    ELEC- 
TRICALLY DRIVEN   PUMPING  PLANTS. 

EY    E,    C.    METZ    .\ND    CL.\RENXE    L.    ERASER. 

Much  interest  attaches  to  actual  costs  of  operation 
in  small  pumping  plants.  Many  reports  of  efficiencies 
high  ill  value  or  of  cheap  costs  of  operation  are  rife. 
The  data  herewith  presented  represents  average  con- 
ditions, nevertheless,  and  it  is  hoped  may  serve  its 
purpose  in  the  -Way  of  creating  a  desire  on  the  part  of 
the  small  user  to  study  conditions  of  operation  and 
maintenance  with  greater  care.  A  large  field  for 
improvement  is  open  to  the  thoughtful  user,  as  may 
be  gleaned  from  the  data  herewith  presented.  Every 
step  in  the  necessary  calculations  is  put  in  print  in 
this  article  so  that  anyone  not  versed  technically  can 
perform  them  on  their  own  installation. 
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Diagram    Showing   Motor    Connections. 


Irrigation  by  means  of  electrically  operated 
pumps  has  only  recently  come  into  general  use.  The 
only  near  competitor  of  the  electric  motor  is  the  gaso- 
line engine.  The  advantages  of  the  induction  motor 
over  other  sources  of  power  are,  (1)  the  initial  cost  is 
low,  (2)  hardly  any  attendance  is  required  even  in 
pumping  plants  of  large  capacity  and  (3)  the  cost 
of  repairs  is  much  less. 

The  motors  are  generally  direct-connected  to  the 
pumps  and  the  combination  put  on  one  foundation, 
making  a  very  small  compact  unit.  In  most  cases 
the  whole  unit  is  put  down  in  a  shaft  just  above  the 
water  level.  This  is  so  the  pump  will  have  a  very  low 
suction  head,  generally  not  over  fifteen  feet. 

The  plants  tested  and  studied  in  preparing  this 
paper  were  situated  at  Exeter,  Tulare  County,  Cali- 
fornia, and  were  selected  with  a  view  of  getting 
plants  that  were  representative  of  the  above  type  in 
this  district.  >.Tost  of  the  water  pumped  is  used  to 
irrigate  citrus  groves,  although   some  is  used  to  irri- 
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gate  orchards  and  vineyards.  The  pumping  season 
begins  in  March  and  lasts  through  November.  It 
was  hoped  to  make  the  tests  on  these  plants  during 
the  pumping  season,  but  instead  the  tests  were  made 
in  the  early  part  of  January.  At  this  time  the  water 
level  was  probably  a  little  higher  than  it  would  be 
during  the  pumping  season. 

•  The  usual  method  of  installing  these  plants  is  first 
to  bore  the  required  size  of  well  to  the  necessary  depth. 
Then  a  shaft  about  six  feet  square  is  excavated  around 
the  well  to  a  depth  of  about  thirty  feet.  The  shaft 
is  dug  so  the  well  will  be  in  one  corner.  The  shaft 
is  then  boarded  up  on  the  sides  or  curbed  up  with  brick. 
The  pump  and  motor,  direct-connected,  are  then  put 
in  the  bottom  of  the  shaft. 

The  capacity  of  the  motors  vary  from  five  horse- 
power to  seventy  horse-power  but  the  average  size 
of  the  motors  is  about  seven  and  one-half  horse-power. 
The  average  discharge  head  or  lift  is  about  thirty  feet 
and  the  suction  head  varies  from  eight  to  fifteen  feet. 
The  starting  switches,  circuit-breakers  and  fuses  are 
located  in  a  small  housing  on  the  surface,  so  that  the 
motor  can  be  started  without  having  to  go  down  the 
shaft. 


C/ne  C/rorr?  fr<^nsfo/-mer-3j 
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Fig.  2.     Diagram  Showing  Connections  Made  in  Test. 

The  secondary  transformers  that  supply  the  power 
to  the  motors  are  owned  by  the  consumers  and  are 
placed  outside  either  on  a  pole  or  on  a  raised  platform. 
The  owner  pays  for  the  power  loss  in  the  transformers. 
The  power  circuits  are  two-phase  three-wire  and  the 
power  is  supplied  at  220  volts  to  the  motors.  Most  of 
the  plants  are  arranged  with  a  double-throw  switch  so 
that  when  the  pump  is  not  being  used  the  consumer 
has  the  privilege  of  using  the  power  for  lighting  pur- 
poses. The  consumer  pays  a  flat  rate  of  fifty  dollars 
($50.00)  per  horsepower  per  year,  with  the  privilege 
of  using  the  power  for  lighting  purposes. 

The  tests  herein  recounted  were  made  in  Janu- 
ary, 1911,  and  were  carried  out  as  follows.  The  in- 
struments were  connected  in  between  the  starting 
switch  and  the  motor  as  shown  in  Fig.  2 .  Since  the 
circuits  are  fwo-phase,  a  wattmeter  and  an  ammeter 
were  connected  in  each  phase.  A  voltmeter  switch  was 
used  and  the  voltage  across  each  phase  was  obtained. 
The  weir-box  was  set  up  as  near  the  pump  as  practi- 
cal and  properly  leveled. 

Before  any  readings  were  taken  a  run  of  from 
thirty  to  forty  minutes  was  made.  By  this  time  every- 
thing was  running  smoothly  and  the  water  seemed  to 
be  pumped  down  to  a  constant  level.  Readings  were 
taken  on  the  instruments  and  the  hook-gauge  read 
simultaneously.  The  static  head  remained  constant 
throughout  the  test  and  was  measured  at  the  end  of 
the  test.  The  power  input  remained  practically  con- 
stant so  that  it  was  only  necessary  to  take  readings 
every  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes. 


The  instruments  used  in  this  test  were  two  indi- 
cating 7^  kw.  Weston  Wattmeters,  Nos.  3950  and 
3026,  and  two  Weston  Ammeters,  Nos.  62840  and 
78025,  and  a  Weston  Voltmeter  No.  6270.  The  watt- 
meters and  ammeters  were  calibrated  both  before  and 
after  the  tests  were  made.  The  voltmeter  was  cali- 
brated after  the  tests  were  made  and  was  found  to  be 
fairly  accurate. 

For  measuring  the  water  discharge  a  rectangu- 
lar weir  was  made.  The  weir-box  made  of  1  inch 
boards  was  one  foot  deep  by  four  feet  wide  by  six  feet 
long  with  the  weir  in  one  end.  Boards  were  fastened 
in  the  box  to  check  the  velocity  of  the  water.  The 
weir  was  made  of  galvanized  iron  and  was  eighteen 
inches  long.  A  hook-gauge,  graduated  to  hundredths 
of  feet,  was  placed  2j4  feet  back  from  the  weir. 

Four  pumping  plants  in  all  were  tested  but  the 
results  of  one  test  were  rejected  because  sufficient  data 
could  not  be  obtained.  In  this  paper  the  different 
plants  will  be  known  as 

(1)  Plant  No.  1. 

(2)  Plant  No.  2. 

(3)  Plant  No.  3. 

Plant  No.  1  is  owned  by  T.  C.  Ostrander  and  is 
located  about  one  quarter  of  a  mile  east  of  Exeter.  The 
pump  is  used  to  irrigate  fifty  acres  of  oranges  but  is 
large  enough,  according  to  the  owner  to  irrigate  one 
hundred  acres.  The  shaft  is  about  thirty  feet  deep 
and  is  six  feet  square.  The  bottom  has  a  floor  of 
concrete  and  the  §ides  are  lined  with  concrete  for  five 
feet  and  the  remainder  with  boards.  The  motor  and 
pump  are  direct-connected  and  are  placed  down  in  the 
shaft.  A  small  house  is  built  over  the  shaft  contain- 
ing the  starting  switches  and  circuit-breaker.  The 
discharge  and  suction  pipes  are  six  inches  in  diameter. 
The  discharge  pipe  is  brought  up  the  side  of  the  shaft 
and  the  water  is  discharged  at  the  level  of  the  ground 
into  a  wooden  flume.  The  flume  was  about  one  hun- 
dred feet  long  and  empties  into  a  ditch.  The  weir 
was  placed  at  the  end  of  the  flume  and  leveled  up. 
The  instruments  were  connected  in  as  follows :  Phase 
1-Watt.  No.  3950  and  Am.  No.  62840;  Phase  2-Watt. 
No.  3026  and  Am.  No.  78025.  The  summary  of  de- 
tails of  Plant  No.  1  and  data  compiled  from  test  is 
as  follows : 

pjIjAnt  no.  1. 

MOTOR — 

Westingliouse   Type    "C"    Induction   Motor.. 

H.P.    7.5. 

Volts,    200. 

Constant  Speed.   2-Pliase. 

Speed,  1120  r.p.m. 

Amperes  per  terminal,   19.5. 

No.  121S3S.      60  Cycles. 
PUMP— 

3.5   inch  Single   Horizontal  Cent.   Pump. 

Number  of  acres  irrigated — 50  A. 

Cost   per   H.P.   per   year,    $50. 

Cost  of  installation — ■ 

Well  complete  with  curbing $180 

Motor   and  transformers 800 


.$980 


Total  cost   

TABLE    I. 
TEST   ON  PLANT  NO.   1. 
DATA. 
Time  Output  Input  to  Motor 

of  Weir  Phase  1  Phase  2 

Read.  h"  h'  W,  I,  E^  W„  I,  B, 

9:30        0.195        0.47S        1.50        15.25        223.2        1.620        16."l0        223.8 
9;45        0.195        0.478        1.47        15.00        223.3        1.650        16.30   ■     223.8 
10:00       0.195       0.478       1.45       15.00        223.1        1.625       16.25       223.8 
10:15       0.195        0.478       1.45       14.80        222.5        1.620       16.40       223.0 
10:30       0.195       0.478       1.50       15.20        222.5        1.600       16.50       223.0 
h"   is   the   zero  reading  on   the  weir  in   feet, 
h'  is  the  final   reading  on   the  weir  in   feet. 
h„^40.5   feet  =  The   Static  Head. 
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TABLE    II.  TABLE    IV. 

CORRECTED    DATA   AND    CALCULATIONS.  CORRECTED  DATA  AND  CALCULATIONS. 

Weir                                                                             Input  to  Motor.  Weir                                                                              Input  to  Motor. 

Effective                       Phase   1                                             Pliase   2  Effective                       Phase   1                                             Phase   2 

head       Multiplier  ^2                            Multiplier  =  2  head        Multiplier  =  2                            Multiplier  =  2 

h               W,                   I,                   E,               W„                   L                   E,  h                W,                   I,                   E,              W,                  I,,                  E, 
ft               kw.              Amp.          Volts            kw.              Amp.            Volts  ft.              kw.              Amp.          Volts            kw.              Amp.            Volts 
n  ''S",             1  499            14  79            223.3            1.622            15.65            223.95  •'■l-'S             0.939              S.60            249.0            0.S80              8.77            248.70 
n'ol"             1470            145'            2234            1.652            15.83            223.95  0.195             0.919              S.60            249.0            0.860              8.77            249.00 
S"283             l'44S            1452            223  2            1627            15  81            223.95  0-193             0.949              S.70            249.0            0.S60              S.S7            249.00 
S-,g3             lus            1431            222:6            1.622            15.96            223.15  0-193             0.939              8.70            249.0            0.860              8.87            249.5 
o!2S3             l'.499            14.73            222.6            1.602            16.07            223.15  Average- 
Average —  0.194              1.873                S.65             249.0             0.865               8.82             249.05 
0.283             2.946            14.57            223.02          3.250            15.86            223.63  W„  =  Total   Input. 

W„  =  W, +  W„  =  2.946  +  3.250  =  6.196  K.W.  =  Input  =  8.3  h.p.  =  W,  +  W„  =  1.873  +  1.73  =  3  603   KW  =  4  83   HP 

E,  I,  =  223.02  X  1'1.57  =  3249    Volt-amperes.  E,  I^  =  249.0  X  8.65  =  2154    Volt-amperes. 

E„  I..=  223.63  X  15.86  =  3547   Volt-amperes.  E„L  =  249.05  X  8.82  =  2197  Volt-amperes 

e;  I, +  E„  L  =  3249 +  3547  =  6796   Volt-ampere     input.  E^  I^  +  E„  I,  =  EI  =  4351    Volt-ampere    input. 

W„         6196  W„          3603 

Power  Factors = ^91.2%.  Power  Factor  = = ^82.9% 

EI         6796  EI           4351 
CALCULATIONS   FOR   EFFICIENCY. 

Discharge—  CALCULATIONS  FOR  EFFICIENCY, 

c  —  from   Tables  =:  .613   feet.  Discarge — 

b  —  length   of  weir  =  1.5   feet  c  —  from    Tables  ^.622. 

h  — effective  head  over  weir  =  0.283  feet.  b  — length   of  weir  =  1.5   feet. 

Q  =  0.741    See.    Feet.  ^                       h  —  effective  head  over  weir  =  0.194  feet. 

Qp],  Q=:  0.427   Sec.   Feet. 

Output  := H.P.  Qph„ 

550  Outputs: H.P. 

h,,^  Static  Head  =40.5   Feet.  550 

Q  =  Sec.    Ft.  =  0.741.  ,,^  ^  ^^^^.^  ^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^^ 

.741X62.3X40.5                            '  Q  =  Sec.    Ft.  =  0.427 

Output  =                —  0.427X62.3X38.5 

Output  = 

=  3.40    H.P.  550 

Output         3.40  =1.86    H.P. 

Eft  = = =41.0% 

Input          8.30  Output         1.86 

Bff  = = =  38.5% 

Instruments    used                             Phase   1                               Phase   2  Input           4. S3 
Ammeters                                                62840                                         78025 

Wattmeters  '                                            3950                                           3026  Instruments  used                            Phase   1                                Phase   2 

Voltmeter                                                                               6270  Ammeters                                               78025                                         65840 

Wattmeters  3950  3026 

Plant  No.  2  is  owned  by  H.  Davis  and  is  situated  voltmeter                                                          6270 

about  one  quarter    of    a    mile    southeast    of    Exeter.  pj^^^^  ^^^    3  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^,^^^^^  j^^  ^_  ^ 

The  pump  IS  used  to  irrigate  twenty-five  acres.    The  j^o^cross  and  was  used  to  irrigate  forty  acres.     It  "is 

motor  is  a  5  h.p.  induction  motor  and  is  direct-con-  j^^^^^j  one-half  mile  southeast  of  Exeter.     The  shaft 

nected  to  a  ly,  inch  horizontal  centrifugal  pump.    The  ^^^  thirty-two  feet  deep  and  was  six  feet  in  diameter. 

shaft  IS  five  feet  square  and  is  lined  with  boards.    The  ^j^^  ^^^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^1^^^^  ^^^  cemented  and  the  sides 

motor  and  pump  are  placed  diagonally  across  the  bot-  ^^^^  ^^^^^^  ^-^^  ^^-^^     ^^^  ^^^^^^  ^^^  7^  j^  p    ^^^, 

torn  of  the  shaft.     The  discharge  pipe  is  five  inches  ^^g  direct-connected  to  a  3^  inch  centrifugal  pump. 

m  diameter  and  discharges  into  a  wooden  flume  twenty  ^he   water   was   discharged   through   a   six-inch    pipe 

feet  long.    The  weir-box  was  placed  at  the  end  of  the  ^^^^    ^    g^^^U     concrete    receiver.     There    were    two 

flume.     The  small  house  at  the  surface  contamed  the  gmall  concrete   flumes  by  which   the   water  was   car- 

startmg  switch  and  fuses.     Watt.  No.  3950  and  Am.  ^jg^  ^^^^  ^j^e  receiver  to  the  groves.     The  weir-box 

No.  78025  were  connected  m  Phase  1  and  Watt  No.  ^^^  ^^^  ^p   -^^^  ^^j^side  the  receiver  and  the  water 

3026  and  Am.  No.  62840  were  connected  in  Phase  2.  ^^^^^  directly  from  the  receiver  into  the  weir-box. 

The  summary  of  details  of  Plant  No.  2  and  data  com-  ^^^  ^^^^  gyg^em  of  connections  were  used  as  before. 

piled  from  test  is  as  follows :  ^^^^    ^^    395O  ^nd  Am.  No.  78025  in  Phase  1  and 

PLANT  NO.  2.  Watt.  No.  3026  and  Am.  No.  62840  in  Phase  2.     As 

Genial  Electric  Co.  Induction  Motor  in  the  Other  plants  the  Small  housing  at  the  surface 

H^p^  ^in-4-5a-isoo.     Form  K  contained  the  starting  switches  and  the  circuit  breaker. 

•  Volts,   220.  The  summary  of  details  of  Plant  No.  3  and  data  com- 

Constant  Speed.     2  Phase.  .,     ,    ,                   ,    .             ,   ,, 

Speed.   1800  R.p.M.  ])iled  from  test  is  as  lollows : 

Amperes    per    terminal.    11.0. 
No.    133903.      60    Cycles. 

PLANT  NO.  3. 
PUMP — 

Price    New  Stvle  MOTOR- 

2.5  inch  Horizontal  Centrifutal  Pump.  Westinghouse  Type   C   Induction   Motor. 

Number   of  acres   irrigated — 25   A.  H.P.,   7.5. 

Cost  per  H.P.   per  year,   $50.  Volts,  200. 

Cost   of   Installation,    $900.00.  Constant    Speed.      2-Phase. 

Speed,   1120  R.P.M. 

TABLE   III.  Amperes  per  Terminal,   19.5. 

TEST  ON  PLANT  NO.  2.  No.    262592.      60   Cycles. 

DATA  PUMP— 

Time                    Output                                    Input   to  Motor  Single  Horizontal   Centrifugal    Pump. 

of                       Weir                       Phase  1                          Phase   2  .Size    3  5  inch 

Read.              h"              h'          W,            I,              E,          W,          L            E,  Number   of   acres    irrigated,    40    A, 

11.30             0.204        0.399        0.90        9.50        249.0        O.SS        9.50        248.7  Cost   per   H.P.    per   vear,    $50. 
11:50            0.204        0.399        0.92        9.50        249.0        O.SS        9.50        249  0 

12:10            0.204        0.397        0.95        9.60        249.0        0.86        9.60        249  0  Cost  of  Installation — 

12:30            0.204        0.397        0.94        9.60        249.0        0.86        9.60        249^5  Well  complete   with   curbing $   2IUI 

h"  is  the  zero  reading  on   the  weir   in   feet.  Motor  and  transformers 800 

h'  is  the  final  reading  on  the  weir  in  feel.  

h„  is  the  static  head  :=38.5  feet.  Total   $1000 
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TABLE  V.  ELECTRIC  POWER  FROM  INDIA'S  RAINFALL. 

TEST    ON    PLiANT    NO..  3.  ^^    CONSUL    EDWIN    S.    CUNNINGHAM,  BOMBAY.. 
DATA. 

Time           Output                            Input  to  Motor  'f].,g  -f^ta  Hydroelectric  Power  Supply  Company 

of                     Weir                       Pliase   1                                Pliase   2  /                    ,          •    ,                          r          •      i       .    •    i 

Read.        ii"         h'         Wj         i^         Bj        w.,         I,          B,  j^ias   been   oi"ganized   to    furnish    power   tor   industrial 

ti'o       ?-lll       oils"       lit      Iti      miS       Sisi       ll:l    llli  purposes  to  this  section  of  western  Indla.    This  power 

Vol      l:\ll       o.lll       lAO      ll-.i       lltl       o:^I       I'd    lll-'o  will  not  be  derived  from  permanent  streams,  but  it  is 

h"  is  the  zero  reading  on  tiie  weir  in  feet.  the   company's   intention   to   gather   ill   reservoirs   the 

h'  is  tlie  final  reading  on   the  weir  in  feet.  ^              .     <■   ii             i                ■,     r                   .■             i      4.   • 

h„  is  the  static  head  =  40.0  feet.  very   heavy   rainfall,   and   use   it   tor   creating   electric 

TABLE  VI.  energy. 

CORRECTED  DATA  AND  CALCULATIONS.  During  the  monsoon  season,  from  the  middle  of 

Weir                     •                                                          Input  to  Motor.  =■          .                 1:    c      ^        u          ^1             ■                ■    r   11 

Effective                 Phase  1                                 Phase  2  Junc  to  the  middle  of  September,  there  is  a  rainfall 

head      Muiupiier  =  2^^             ^  Muitipdier  =  2    ^^             ^^  On  the  west  coast  of  India  that  averages  175  inches 

0/92          ilis         itii^'       233."^       0^60           fo"3Y'       Vis.t  at  Lanouli,  sometimes  greatly  exceeding  this  average. 

o'i97          i!4i9         leiss         224!6         oisso           io!i6         215^5  In  the  early  part  of  the  present  century  there  was  con- 

o'l97             1.449            16.07            224.6            0.870              10.06            215.5  •        1    ,1           1             r      4.       ■          .i,-             *                1       j-T    •           ■  + 

0.197          1.399         16.28         224.6         0.840            9.S5         215.5  ceivcd  the  plan  of  Storing  this  water  and  utilizing  it 

Average—                                                                            „,^^  for  industrial  purposes.     After  thorough  investigation 

0  196             1.426            16.20            224.35          0.850               10.11            215.5  £^       '     .                     ,                          *'                          ■       „ 

w„  =  Wj  +  Wo  =  Total  Input.  and  reports  of  engineers,  the  money  was  practically 

°=  2.8^52  +  1.700  =  4.552  KW.  =  6.io  H.p.  secured  in  Europe  in  1907,  but  final  arrangements  were 

E,  I,  =:  224.35  X  1S.20^  3634  Volt-amperes.  '                 14.  iu           4--                v    1      r  on  nnn  ono 

E^i!=  215.50  X  10.11  =  2178  Volt-amperes.  not  made,  and  as  a  result  the  entire  capital  of  20,000,000 

Bjii-|-Eji,  =  Ei  =  58i2  Volt-ampere    input.  rupees  ($6,486,666)  has  been  subscribed  in  India,  mak- 

"W",       4552  jj^igr  ti^ig  enterprise  purely  an  Indian  undertaking.    The 

Power  Factor  = = =  78.4%                             ,  &                                                r             ii               •   ,-         1            at 

EI       5812  present  company  was  formally  registered  on  Novem- 

CALCULATiONS  FOR  EFFICIENCY.  ber  7,  1910.     It  is  the  intention  at  first  to  supply  40,- 

Discharge—        ^  _  f,.o^   Tables  =  .622.  000  horscpower,  which  will  probably  be  increased  in 

b  — length  of  weir  =  1:5  feet.  the  near  future. 

h — ^  effective  head  over  weir  =  0.196  feet. 

Q^  0.433  Sec.  Ft.  It   is  planned   to   erect   three   lakes   or   reservoirs. 

Qpb„  "fhg  Lanouli  Reservoir,  which  will  store  water  to  be 

Output  = H.P.                                         '  ,        ,          •                 1              1                                     1                r        1                                                           -11 

550  used  during  the  three  months  of  the  monsoons,  will 

h„  —  static  Head  ^40  feet.  be  large  enough  to  hold  sufficient   water  during  the 

Q  — Sec.  Ft.  =  0.433.  ,               V   1           1        •       4.1             •          4.    4.1      4.                           T4.        -11 

longest  breaks  m  the  ram  at  that  season.     It  will  ap- 

output=       X     ■    X     ■  ■  proximate  1000  acres,  formed  by  a  dam  3800  feet  long 

^^°  and  26  feet  high,  and  its  cubic  capacity  will  be  380,- 

^■^''  ^-^^  000,000  feet.    The  Walwhan  Lake  is  the  second  reser- 

Eff=: =  — ^-' — ^32.4%  voir  and  is  to  serve  for  the  remainder  of  the  year.     It 

"^"            ■  will  be  situated  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  Lanouli, 

Instruments   used                          Phase  1                              Pliase  2  ,        .  ,                           ,    ,     .                                               r   i  -n      i 

Ammeters                                   78025                              62840  and  Will  be  formed  between  two  spurs  of  hills  by  a 

wattweters                                 3950                              3026  ^^^^^  4509  fget  long  and  about  68  feet  high.    The  area 

Voltmeter                                                                               62  lO  a                        ^                               o 

P  of  the   lake   will  be  approximately  2j4    square   miles, 

J         ,     T   .•       .1            4.     -'4.                          1  4.1    4-  4.  with  a  capacity  of  2.600,000,000  cubic  feet.     The  dam 

In  calculating  the  costs  it  was  assumed  that  two  ...  ,        ^      ,.  ,•'                   _       ,      .... 

j.^,^                         -jf            1                rii  will  be  of  solid  masonry  fitted  with  sluices, 

acre-feet  of  water  were  required  for  each  acre  of  land  -,    ^            .,   .           ■'        ,    ,             ...                 •        .,, 

J    ,     ^.        ,      4.1          ■   r  n      T-  11       ■              4.1  Later  on  it  is  expected  that  a  third  reservoir  will 

per  year,  deducting  for  the  rainfall,    l^ollowmg  are  the  ,              ^       4.    ,  ,            ,  ttt  ,    ,         t    i          •.,       i  ■  i    -^ 

^       ,.,        ,     ,  ^    ,          ,  .    ,      .  be  constructed  beyond  Walwhan  Lake,  with  which  it 

results  calculated  on  this  basis.  ...  ,                       ,  ,          ,          ,           ,             .,     , 

Plant    Plant    Plant  '^•''"  "^  connected  by  a  tunnel  nearly  a  mile  long  run- 
No.  1    No.  2    No.  3  ning  through  the  dividing  ridges  of  steep  hills  which 

Efficiency   41.0%     38.5%     32.4%  °                ^                 i       ,     ■             ior,or      4.      u            4.1        1         1 

Cost  per  acre-ft.  per  ft.  lift  at  $50  per  h.p.  Will  form  a  watershed  some  1200  feet  above  the  level 

peryear      ............     .$.102      $.125      $.096  of  the  vallcy.    This  reservoir  will  have  an  area  of  3174 

Cost  per  acre-ft.  per  ft.  lift  at  $.01  per  kw.-hr.$. 025        $.027        $.032  ^ 

P       .     .  acres,   or   nearly    .t   square   miles,    with   a   capacity   of 

„.      ^    ,                conclusion.  7,000,000,000  cubic  feet  of  water. 

Ihe  tests  were  made  before  the  pumping  season  t-i            ..        4.             ■                              .       i-                  r 

,  ^,            ^       ,       ,        ,.       ■,•,.,,  ,1  ■  Ihe    water,   traversing  an   aggregate   distance   of 

proper  and  the  water  level  ordinarily  is  high  at  this  ,       ,       -i            -n    i_      r  1    ^i           1                        1     . 

:■        •   T,    ^        ..,                              11      1                           1  nearly   4   miles,    will    be    led    through    masonry   ducts 

time.     But  as  it  was  an  unusually  dry  season  we  have  r           4.1       1   1         4.      ^1       j-         1            -^     .    1    o^^rv    r     4. 

^     ,    ,.         ^1,4.,           ^      1       1                rr   •       1  from    the    lakes    to    the    fore    bav,    situated    2040   feet 

reason  to  believe  that  the  water  level  was  sufficiently  ,                   ,       ,       .^t         -^       -h  ^    ^          ■          ^    <■    ,    ■ 

^,                      ,     .       ^,                .                                   ^  above   sea   level.     Here   it   will   enter  pipes  6  feet   m 

near  the  average  during  the  pumping  season.  ,-4.          ,.,.,,            ,            ^           y^  ^            , 

™  ,  .       ^,                       J!  ,1     ,1           ,      4           ,          ,,  diameter,  which  will  run  down  steep  slopes  and  preci- 

lakmg  the  average  of  the  three  plants  we  have  the  ■        ,     ,^.         ,.      ^,      ,       ,      .,,  ,  '^,      ,.";  .               ^—,r\ 

r  u      ■              ,^                                    ^  pices  to  Khopoh.    The  head  will  be  a  little  over  1/30 

following  results :  r     4.    4.1        ^  4.-                      1    •        ^r./^             , 

leet,  the  static  pressure  being  680  pounds  per  square 

(1)  Average  efficiency   37.5%  i,,ch_     The  generating  station  will  be  at  Khopoli,  300 

(2)  ^Average   cost   per   acre-foot   per   foot   lift   at  feet  above  the  sea  and  90  miles  from  Bombay,  where 
$:)0  per  h.p.  per  year $.107  Jt  is  planned  to  use  the  energy  for  manufacturing  pur- 

(3)  Average   cost   per   acre-foot   per   foot   lift   at  poses. 

$.01  per  kw.-hr $.028  The  water  supply,  as  has  been  stated,  is  depend- 
In  conclusion  we  wish  to  acknowledge  the  kind-  ent  entirely  upon  the  rainfall.  This  has  been  made  a 
ness  of  the  owners  of  these  plants  in  allowing  us  to  question  of  study,  and  engineers  who  have  surveyed 
make  the  tests.  Special  thanks  are  due  Prof.  Noble  the  grounds  say  that  there  is  no  danger  of  a  shortage 
and  Mr.  Gilcrest  of  the  University  of  California  for  of  water,  but  that  the  power  is  practically  as  certain 
their  valuable  assistance.  as  anything  could  be. 


August    5,    1911.] 
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CODE  OF  ENGINEERING  ETHICS. 

BY    AMERICAN    INSTITUTE  CONSULTING  ENGINEERS 

Code  of  Ethics. — It  shall  be  considered  unprofes- 
sional and  inconsistent  with  honorable  and  dignified 
bearing  for  any  member  of  the  American  Institute  of 
Consulting  Engineers: 

(1)  To  act  for  his  clients  in  professional  matters 
otherwise  than  in  a  strictly  fiduciary  manner  or  to  ac- 
cept any  other  remuneration  than  his  direct  charges  for 
services  rendered  his  clients,  except  as  provided  in 
Clause  4. 

(2)  To  accept  any  trade  commissions,  discounts, 
allowances  or  any  indirect  profit  or  consideration  in 
connection  with  any  work  which  he  is  engaged  to  de- 
sign or  to  superintend,  or  in  connection  with  any  pro- 
fessional business  which  may  be  intrusted  to  him. 

(3)  To  neglect  informing  his  clients  of  any  busi- 
ness connections,  interests  or  circumstances  which 
may  be  deemed  as  influencing  his  judgment  or  the 
quality  of  his  service  to  his  clients. 

(4)  To  receive,  directly  or  indirectly,  any  royalty, 
gratuity  or  commission  on  any  patented  or  protected 
article  or  process  used  in  work. upon  which  he  is  re- 
tained by  his  clients,  unless  and  until  receipt  of  such 
royalty,  gratuity  or  commission  has  been  authorized 
in  writing  by  his  clients. 

(5)  To  oflfer  commissions  or  otherwise  improp- 
erly solicit  professional  work  either  directly  or  by  an 
agent. 

(6)  To  attempt  to  injure  falsely  or  maliciously, 
directly  or  indirectly,  the  professional  reputation,  pros- 
pects or  business  of  a  fellow  engineer. 

(7)  To  accept  employment  by  a  client  while  the 
claim  for  compensation  or  damages,  or  both,  of  a  fellow 
engineer  previously  employed  by  the  same  client  and 
whose  employment  has'  been  terminated,  remains  un- 
satisfied, or  until  such  claim  has  been  referred  to  arbi- 
tration or  issue  has  been  joined  at  law,  or  unless  the 
engineer  previously  employed  has  neglected  to  press 
his  claim  legally. 

(8)  To  attempt  to  supplant  a  fellow  engineer  after 
definite  steps  have  been  taken  toward  his  employment. 

(9)  To  compete  with  a  fellow  engineer  for  em- 
ployment on  the  basis  of  professional  charges  by  re- 
ducing his  usual  charges  and  attempting  to  underbid 
after  being  informed  of  the  charges  named  by  his  com- 
petitor. 

(10)  To  accept  any  engagement  to  review  the 
work  of  a  fellow  engineer  for  the  same  client,  except 
with  the  knowledge  or  consent  of  such  engineer  or  un- 
less the  connection  of  such  engineer  with  the  work  has 
been  terminated. 

Schedule  of  Fees. — As  a  general  guide  in  deter- 
mining fees  for  professional  services,  the  American 
Institute  of  Consulting  Engineers  recognizes  the  pro- 
priety of  charging:  A,  a  per  diem  rate;  B,  a  fixed  sum  ; 
or  C,  a  percentage  on  the  cost  of  work,  as  follows: 
A — Per  Diem  Rate. 

(1)  Charges  for  consultations,  reports  and  opin- 
ions should  vary  according  to  the  character,  magnitude 
and  importance  of  the  work  or  subject  involved,  and 
according  to  the  experience  and  reputation  of  the  in- 
dividual engineer,  from  $100  per  day  to  a  higher  figure, 
and  in  addition,  where  expert  testimony  is  required  or 
where  otherwise  conditions  warrant  so  doing,  a  retainer 


varying  from  $250  to  $1000  and  upward.  An  additional 
charge  should  be  made  for  all  actual  expenses  such  as 
traveling  and  general  office  expenses  and  field  assist- 
ants and  materials,  with  a  suitable  allowance  for  in- 
determinate items.  In  such  cases  six  hours  of  actual 
work  should  be  considered  one  day,  except  that  while 
absent  from  the  home  city  each  day  of  twenty-four 
hours  or  part  thereof  should  be  considerad  one  day,  ir- 
respective of  the  actual  hours  of  time  devoted  to  the 
case. 
B— Fixed  Sum. 

(2)  A  fixed  total  sum  for  above-mentioned  services 
may  be  agreed  on  in  lieu  of  per  diem  charges.  A  fixed 
sum  may  also  be  charged  for  a  portion  or  all  of  the 
items  of  preliminary  surveys,  studies,  examinations, 
reports,  detail  plans,  specifications  and  supervision,  in- 
cluding all  of  the  expenses  above  recited  in  (Aj. 

C — Percentages  on  the  Cost  of  Work. 

(3)  For  preliminary  surveys,  studies  and  report 
on  original  project,  or  for  examination  and  report  on 
project  prepared  by  another  engineer,  including  in 
both  cases  all  expenses  of  every  nature  except  those 
that  may  be  specifically  omitted  by  agreement — from 
1/^  per  cent  to  3  per  cent  on  the  work. 

(4J  For  the  preliminary  stage  (3)  and  in  addition 
thereto  detail  plans  and  specifications  for  construction, 
including  all  expenses  of  every  nature  except  those  that 
may  be  specifically  omitted  by  agreement — from  lyz 
per  cent  to  5  per  cent  on  the  estimated  cost  of  the 
work. 

(5)  For  the  preliminary  and  middle  stages  (3) 
and  (4)  and  in  addition  thereto  general  supervision 
during  construction,  including  all  expenses  of  every 
nature  except  those  that  may  be  specifically  omitted 
by  agreement — 5  per  cent,  but  more  for  work  costing 
comparatively  small  amounts,  and  from  4  per  cent  to 
5  per  cent  where  the  amount  involved  is  considerable. 

(6)  For  full  professional  services  (3),  (4)  and  (5) 
and  management,  including  the  awarding  of  contracts, 
and  including  all  expenses  of  every  nature  except  those 
that  may  be  specifically  omitted  by  agreement,  10  per 
cent ;  but  more  for  work  costing  comparatively  small 
amounts,  and  6  per  cent  to  10  per  cent  where  the 
amount  involved  is  considerable. 

(7)  When  desired,  the  percentage  basis  may  be 
adopted  for  one  or  more  stages,  supplemented  by  a 
daily  or  monthly  charge  or  fixed  sum  for  the  remaining 
stage  or  stages. 

D — General  Provisions. 

(8)  The  period  of  time  should  be  designated  dur- 
ing which  the  agreed  percentages  and  daily  or  monthly 
charges  or  fixed  sum  shall  apply  and  beyond  which 
period  an  additional  charge  shall  be  made. 

(9)  The  percentages  are  to  be  computed  (3n  the 
entire  cost  of  the  completed  work  or  iqjon  the  esti- 
mated cost,  pending  execution  or  completion. 

(10)  Payments  sliall  be  made  to  the  engineer 
from  time  to  time  in  proportimi  to  the  amount  of  work 
done. 

(11)  When  alterations  or  additions  are  made  to 
contracts,  drawings  or  specifications,  or  when  services 
are  required  in  connection  with  negotiations,  legal  pro- 
ceedings, failure  of  contractors,  franchises  or  right-of- 
\\ay,  a  charge  based  upon  the  time  and  trouble  involved 
shall  be  made  in  addition. 
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BOWLING  ALLEY   LIGHTING. 

BY    F.     W.    LOOMIS. 

Bowling  alley  lighting  seems  to  be  a  subject  upon 
which  very  little  thought  or  study  has  been  given  in 
the  past,  at  least  one  would  so  surmise  on  looking  over 
the  illumination  of  the  average  alley. 

Taking  the  general  run  of  alleys,  the  outlets  are 
found  spaced  too  far  apart,  and  usually  the  light 
sources  are  unshielded,  giving  the  effect  of  a  few 
bright  spots  of  light  down  the  lenghth  of  the  alley, 
together  with  a  full  quota  of  glare  in  the  bowler's  eye. 
Possibly  the  lamps  are  partially  covered,  but  the  out- 
lets being  unequally  spaced  give  an  unbalanced  effect 
of  light  and  shadows  on  the  alley,  which  accentuates 
the  glare  from  its  smooth  surface. 


the  alleys — the  spacing  between  units  and  mounting- 
heights  being  maintained — but,  of  course,  outlet  No. 
9  should  be  placed  over  the  pins  on  each  alley.  Like- 
wise two  rows  of  units  between  may  be  used  for  three 
or  four  alleys.  One  row  of  light  sources  should  never 
be  used  to  illuminate  more  than  two  alleys.  Either 
drop-cords  or  stems  may  be  used,  it  being  only  essen- 
tial that  the  units  hang  pendant. 

Where  the  ceiling  is  low,  as  in  some  basement 
alleys,  it  is  a  good  plan  to  conceal  the  units  back  of 
false  beams.  When  this  is  done  the  type  of  reflector 
can  be  varied,  using  a  steel  or  glass,  focusing  or  con- 
centrating type  mounted  on  an  angle  receptacle,  block- 
ing the  receptacle  to  point  towards  the  pins,  or  down 
the  length  of  alley,  at  approximately  thirty  degrees. 


Bowling     Alley,    Uigkting 
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Fig.    1.     Typical   Illustration   of   Bowling  Alley   Lighting. 


It  is  the  object  of  this  article  to  show  what  may 
be  considered  the  best  of  systems  for  the  illumination 
of  bowling  alleys,  a  system  designed  along  scientific 
lines.    The  results  are  as  follows : 

1.  The  eye  of  the  bowler  is  protected  from  glare. 

2.  The  illumination  down  the  alley  is  evenly  bal- 
anced. 

3.  The  pins  stand  out  sharply  at  end  of  alley 
owing  to  a  good  strong  intensity  of  light  projected 
upon  them  at  this  point. 

The  length  of  the  standard  bowling  alley  is  sixty- 
three  feet,  measured  from  the  foul  line  to  the  end  of 
alley.  This  does  not  include  the  runway.  Over 
this  length  should  be  spaced  nine  outlets.  (See  illus- 
tration. Fig.  1).  The  first  (No.  1)  being  placed  over 
the  foul  line.  Outlets  Nos.  1  to  8  should  be  spaced 
seven  feet  six  inches  apart,  and  all  eight  should  be 
hung  seven  feet  six  inches  above  the  alley.  The  spac- 
ing between  Nos.  8  and  9  should  be  five  feet  six  inches 
and  No.  9  mounted  five  feet  above  the  alley,  which 
will  give  a  stronger  light  on  the  pins  than  over  the 
balance  of  the  alley. 

The  lamps  are  40-watt  clear  Mazda  or  Tungsten, 
standard  base,  used  with  a  thirty  degree  angle  steel 
reflector  (Holophane  D'Olier  No.  51).  This  combi- 
nation of  lamp  and  reflector  will  give  an  average  in- 
tensity of  illumination  of  1.5  foot  candles  the  length 
of  the  alley,  and  of  4.0  foot  candles  over  the  pins. 

The  light  sources  should  hang  pendant. 

When  two  alleys  are  placed  side  by  side,  a  single 
row  of  eight  lights  may  be  placed  mid-way  between 


A  concealed  system  of  this  kind  has  a  much  better 
appearance  than  one  where  drop  cords  or  fixtures  are 
used. 

Note : — Should  long  base  40-watt  lamps  be  used. 
No.  54  Holophane  D'Olier  Steel  Reflector  should  be 
used  in  place  of  No.  51 


MODEL  CONTRACT  FORMS  FOR  ORNAMEN- 
TAL STREET  LIGHTING  AGREEMENTS. 

The  paper  of  L.  S.  Twomey  delivered  before  the 
San  Francisco  branch  of  the  A.  I.  E.  E.  on  June  23d, 
relative  to  methods  of  calculating  illumination  has  de- 
veloped much  thoughtful  discussion  among  the  read- 
ers of  the  Journal.  One  point  which  came  up  for  dis- 
cussion was  the  question  of  contracts  given  by  a  cor- 
poration to  light  certain  streets  in  return  for  franchise 
privileges. 

A  valuable  feature  of  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Ornamental  Street  Lighting,  which  was  delivered 
before  the  recent  N.  E.  L.  A.  Convention  in  New 
York,  was  the  set  of  model  contract  forms  submitted, 
as  embodying  the  best  elements  of  the  various  agree- 
ments in  force  between  central  station,  municipality 
and  property  owner  in  the  different  cities  where  the 
decorative  lamp  post  has  been  successfully  introduced. 
Several  examples  are  of  record  of  the  danger  which 
lies  in  insecure  agreements  that  permit  the  neglect 
or  abandonment  of  portions  of  the  installation,  where 
one  of  the  original  merchants  moves  away  and  the 
new  tenant  refuses  to  assume  his  obligation.     Like- 
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wise,  the  adequate  profit  to  the  central  station  must 
be  safeguarded  and  the  uniform  effectiveness  of  the 
installation  maintained.  Therefore,  much  depends  on 
the  form  of  contract  on  which  the  agreement  is  based. 
The  committee  has  offered  this  set  of  forms  as  a 
guide  to  companies  who  are  fostering  the  ornamental 
street  lighting  idea  and  formulating  their  plans  for  its 
establishment. 


Agreement  Between  Company  and  Merchants'  Association  Cov- 
ering the  InstaUation  and  Maintenance  of  Ornamental 
Post  Lighting  System. 

This  agreement  entered   into  this,  the    day  of 

19 by  and  bet^veen  the 

Company,  party  of  the  first  part,  and  the  Merchants'  Associa- 
tion  of  the  City  of   party  of  the  second 

part,  to  wit: 

First:  Party  of  the  first  part  hereby  agrees  to  furnish  all 
labor    and    material    necessary    for    installing    an    Ornamental 

Street  Lighting  System  on   Street,  between 

Street   and    Street,   a   distance   of    feet 

for  party  of  the  second  part.  Said  Ornamental  Lighting  Sys- 
tem, consisting  of  ornamental  posts  similar  to  drawings  here- 
with attached,  and  placed  as  shown  in  map  herewith  attached. 
Wires  for  lighting  said  posts  will  be  laid  underground  in  con- 
duit,   in    approved    manner,    and    switches    for    turning    system 

on   and    off   will   be    placed System   will   be 

complete  from  the  mains  of  party  of  the  first  part  to  and 
including  the  last  pole  and  will  consist  of  conduits,  wires, 
switches,    posts,    globes,    lamps    and    al    necessary    appliances. 

Posts  when   set   will   be  painted  with   one  coat  of    

color    graphite    paint. 

Second:     Party   of   the   first  part   will,   during   the   term   of 

year from  the  time  lights  are  turned  on 

the    system,    furnish    the    necessary    current    for    lighting    said 

system   from    each   night,   will   turn    system   on    and 

off  nightly,  will  renew  broken  globes  and  lamps,  w^ill  clean 
globes  on  the  first  and  fifteenth  of  each  month,  and  will  paint 
each  post  with color  paint  once  each  year. 

Third:  For  the  work  specified  in  Section  One,  party  of  the 
second   part   agrees  to  pay  party   of   the   first  part   the   sum   of 

Dollars  ($ )  ■within  one  week  from  the 

time   lights   are   turned   on    the   system. 

Fourth:  For  the  service  mentioned  in  Section  Two,  party 
of  the  second  part  agrees  to  pay  party  of  the  first  part,  on 
or   before   the    tenth    of   each    month   following   service,    during 

the   term   of   this   agreement,    the   sum   of    Dollars 

($ ). 

Sixth:  In  the  case  of  outages  on  the  system,  party  of  the 
first  part  agrees  to  rebate  party  of  the  second  part,  monthly,  for 

outages  of  the  previous  month  at  the  rate  of cents 

per  outage,  per  post  per  night. 

Signed   and   sealed   in   duplicate,   this   the    day 

of    19 


IL 

Agreement  Between  Property  Owners  and  Tenants  Covering  In- 
stallation   of   Ornamental    Post   System. 

We,    the    undersigned    property     owners     and     tenants     on 

Street,  between   Street  and 

Street,  agree  to  pay  to    

the  amounts  herewith  placed  opposite  our  signatures,  said 
amounts  being  the  amount  of  our  frontage  figured  at  the  rate 
of    per  foot. 

This  payment  is  made  to  cover  the  cost  of  installation  of 
a  system  of  ornamental  lighting  on  said  street,  specifications 
of  said  system  being  herewith  attached  and  forming  a  part 
of  this  agreement. 

It  is  understood  that  this  agreement  is  not  binding  on  the 
company  unless  all  property  owners  and  tenants  on  said  street 

agree  to  pay  for  their  frontage  at  the  rate  of   per 

front  foot,  and  that  it  is  not  binding  on  the  cwners  and  ten- 
ants unless  the  City  of agrees  to  pay  for  the  light- 
ing and  maintenance  of  said  ornamental  system,  and  the  Com- 
pany installs  said  system. 

All  payments  are  due  within  one  week  from  time  lights  are 
turned  on,  and  payable  at  the  office  of Company. 


Name. 


Owner  or  Tenant. 


Frontage 


Amount. 


III. 


Contract  Between  Company  and  City  Covering  Maintaining  Sys- 
tem of  Ornamental  Post  Lighting  installed  by  Property 
Owners  and  Tenants  State  of   : 

County: 

This  contract  made  and  entered  into  this,  the   day 

of    ,   19 by  and  between  the   

Company,   a   corporation   under   the   laws   of    ,   with 

its  principal  office  in  the  city  of said  State  of 

,   its  successors  and   assigns,   party  of  the   first 

part,  and  the  City  of   ,  a  Municipal  corporation 

of  said  State   and  County,  party  of  the  second   part: 

Witnesseth  Whereas,  there  has  been  installed  in  the  City 
of  ,  a  system  of  ornamental  street  lighting  extend- 
ing  along    Street,    between    Street 

and    Street,    consisting   of    (         ) 

ornamental  columns  with    (         )   ■watt 

Mazda  lamps  on  each  column; 

And,    Whereas,    there    is    about    to    be    installed    a    similar 

system  of  ornamental  street  lighting  extending  along   

Street  from  Street  to  Street,  con- 
sisting of   (          )   columns  -with 

(         )  "watt  Mazda  lamps  on  each  column; 

And,  Whereas,  the  said  columns  and  equipment  of  the  same 
■tt'ere  and  are  to  be  erected  under  various  contracts  with  prop- 
erty   owners    and    others,   whereby    the    said    columns    equipped 

were  to  be  and  become  the  property  of  the  City  of 

and  to  be  taken  over  into  its  contract  as  part  of  its  public 
lighting  system. 

And,  Whereas,  the  City  of desires  to  provide 

for  the  maintenance  and  operation  of  the  said  system  of  or- 
namental street  lighting  by  the  party  of  the  first  part. 

No^w,  Therefore,  in  consideration  of  the  premises  and  the 
rnutual  covenants  and  agreements  herein  contained,  it  is  con- 
tracted by  and  between  the  parties  hereto  as  follows,  to  wit: 

Tlie  party  of  the  first  part  shall,  during  the  continuance 
of  this  contract,  maintain  and  operate  the  said  system  of  or- 
namental street  lighting  heretofore  installed  and  hereafter  to 
be  installed  as  herein  above  set  forth,  shall  renew  the  Mazda 
lamps  from  time  to  time  as  necessary,  renew  the  broken 
globes  and  keep  the  posts  painted  and  keep  the  globes  and 
poles  cleaned,  and  shall  furnish  the  current  for  lighting  and 
operating  the  said  lamps  and  turn  on  the  lamps  and  turn  them 

oft  from  time  to  time,  the  said  lights  to  burn  from 

until    on    each    night    in    the    year.      All    the    lamp 

globes  shall  be  washed  by  the  party  of  the  first  part  on  or 
about  the  first  and  fifteenth  of  each  month  during  the  contin- 
uance of  this  contract,  it  being  the  purpose  that  the  said 
globes  shall  be  washed  twice  each  month,  and  they  shall  be 
subject  to  the  inspection  of  the  City  Electrician. 

The  party  of  the  first  part  agrees  that  all  wires  and  cables 
supplying  current  to  these  lights  shall  be  kept  by  it  free  from 
grounds  and  shall  be  maintained  by  it  in  first  class  condition. 

The  term  of  the  contract  shall  commence  from   

19....,  as  to  the  lights  already  installed,  and  as  to  the  lights 
not  heretofore  installed,  it  shall  begin  as  to  each  post  from 
the    date   when    the   lamps    on    the    said    post    are    first    lighted, 

and  shall  continue  until   19 and  from  year  to 

year  thereafter,   subject,  however,  to  the   right  of  either  party 

hereto   to   terminate   this   contract   at   any   time   after 

19 by  giving  the  other  party  ■written  notice  at  least 

months  prior  to  the  time  fixed  in  such  notice  for  the  termina- 
tion   of   this   contract. 

The   City   of    shall  pay  the    

Company  for  maintaining  and  lighting  the  said  lamps  as  here- 
inbefore provided  at  the  rate  of   ($ ) 

Dollars  per  year  for  each  post  or  column,  said  sum  to  be  paid 

by   the  City  of   in   monthly  installments 

on   or  before   the    day   of   each   month,   during  the 

term  of  this  contract,  for  the  lamps  in  use  during  the  pre- 
ceding month. 

That  for  such  time  as  any  of  the  lights  are  out,  there  is  to 
be  deducted  from  the  price  to  be  paid  for  such  light  a  pro- 
portionate part  of  the  contract  price  for  the  time  such  light 
or  lights  are  out. 

In   Testimony   Whereof,   the    Company 

has  caused  this  contract  to  be  signed  in  its  name  and  behalf 
and    its    corporate    seal    to    be    affixed    hereto    by    its    President 

and  Secretary,  and  the  City  of   has  caused 

the  same  to  be  signed  on  its  behalf  and  its  corporate  seal  to 
be  hereto  affixed  by  its  Mayor,   hereunto  duly  authorized. 

Executed  in  duplicate  on  the  day  and  year  above  written 
as  the  date  thereof. 


by. 


Company. 


President 


Secretary 


City   of. 
by... 


Mayor 


124 


JOURNAL    OF    ELECTRICITY,    POWER    AND    GAS 


[Vol.    XXVII— No.    6 


Journal  OF  Electricity 


POWER  AND  GAS 


PUBLISHED  WEEKLY  BY  THE 

Technical  Publishing  Company 

604  Mission  Street,  San  Francisco 

E.  B.  Strong,  President  and  General  Manager 
A.  H.  Hallorai^.  V.  P.  and  Managine  Editor 
Robert  Sibley.  Treasurer  and  Editor  in  Chief 
C.  L.  Cory,  Secretary  and  Special  Contributor 
A,  M.  Hunt.  Director  and  Special  Contributor 


EASTERN  OFFICE.  140  NASSAU  STREET.  NEW  YORK 

TERMS  OF  SUBSCRIPTION 

United  States.  Cuba  and  Mexico ' per  year,  $2.50 

Dominion  of  Canada "       3.50 

Other  Foreign  Countries  within  the  Postal  Union. "       5.00 

Single  Copies.  Current  Month each        .25 

NOTICE  TO  ADVERTISERS 
Changes  of  advertising  copy  should  reacli  this  office  tm  davs  in   advance  oj 
date  0}  ismie.      New  advertisements  will  be  accepted  up  to  noon  of  Monday  dated 
Saturday  of  the  sarne  week.    Where  proof  is  to  be  returned  for  approval.  Eastern 
advertisers  should  mail  copy  at  least  thirty  davs  in  advance  of  date  of  issue. 


Entered  as    second-class    matter  at  Ihe  San  Francisco  Post  Office    as  "The 

Electrical  Journal."  July  1895. 
Entry  changed  to  "The  Journal  of  Electricity."  September.  1895. 
Entry  changed  to  "The  Journal  of  Electricity.  Power  and  Gas."   August  15.  1899. 
Entry  changed  May  1.  1906.  to  "The  Journal  of  Electricity.  Power  and  Gas." 

WeeMy. 


FOUNDED    1887    AS  THE 

PACIFIC  Lumberman,  contractor  and  electrician 


CONTENTS 

Exposition   Site  Transportation   Facilities    113 

Annual  Report — Commissioner  of  Patents 117 

Cost  per  Acre  of  Small  Electrically-Driven  Pumping  Plants..  117 
By  E.  C.  Metz  and  Clarence  L.  Fraser. 

Ekctric  Power  From  India's  Rainfall 120 

By  Consul  Edwin  S.  Cunningham,  Bombay. 

Code  of  Enginering  Ethics    121 

By  American  Institute  of  Consulting  Engineers. 

Bowling  Alley   Lighting    122 

'  By  F.  W.  Loomis. 
Model  Contract  Forms  for  Ornamental  Street  Lighting  Agree- 
ments     122 

Editorial 124 

Transportation    Facilities    Panama-Paciflc   Exposition. 

Patent  Reports. 

College  Engineering  Thesis. 

Personals     126 

Electrical  Contractors'  Association  News   j 126 

Foreign    Notes    127 

Trade  Notes    . . ; 127 

Patents 128 

Centrifugal    Aeroplane. 

Telephone  System. 

Water  Feed,   Heater,   and  Purifier   for  Steam   Boilers. 

Fuel   Press. 

Process    of   Refining   Oil. 

Industrial    129 

Power  Factor  Meters. 

A  New  Moisture-Proof  Dry  Battery. 

New  Catalogues   127, 130 

Book    Reviews    130 

News    Notes    131 


The  entire  West  has  fairly  vibrated  during  the 
past  week  with  enthusiasm  over  the  selection  of  the 
Transportation  official  site  for  the  Panama-Pacific 
Facilities  Exposition  ^o  be  held  at  San  Fran- 

Panama-Pacific  cisco  in  1915.  Petty  jealousies  and 
Exposition  friction  of  all  sorts  have  been  en- 

tirely forgotten  in  the  hearty,  public-spirited  endorse- 
ment received  from  all  quarters. 

The  big  exposition  is  held  primarily  to  commem- 
orate the  greatest  engineering  feat  of  history.  The 
site  as  selected  emphasizes  the  two  points  that  above 
all  others  should  be  most  strongly  dwelt  upon ;  namely, 
the  Panama  Canal  as  a  maritime  triumph  and  the  Canal 
as  an  engineering  feat.  The  site  includes  a  boulevard 
over  four  miles  in  length  along  the  famous  Golden 
Gate  entrance  where  the  commerce  and  navies  of  the 
world  can  boast  their  supremacy  in  full  review  before 
the  exposition  grounds.  Secondly,  the  site  selected  in- 
cludes within  its  confines  the  very  heart  of  the  once 
burnt  district  of  the  great  city.  This  very  district  will, 
in  itself,  in  1915  present  to  the  world  the  greatest  ex- 
hibit of  all,  namely,  the  product  and  faith  of  a  brave 
people,  ground  to  the  earth  but  resurrected  in  two 
hundred  million  dollar  splendor  to  greet  the  nations  of 
the  earth. 

Even  this  early  there  begins  to  loom  up  for  consid- 
eration the  problem  which  will  bear  the  most  careful 
consideration.  The  question  of  transportation,  sys- 
tematic in  make-up  and  absolutely  void  of  confusion 
for  those  who  will  be  strangers  at  the  fair,  is  of  utmost 
importance.  The  choice  of  the  site  for  the  fair  has 
done  much  to  meet  these  conditions.  The  grounds  will 
be  accessible  from  many  points  and  the  approach  by 
boat  at  Harbor  View  will  mean  much  to  alleviate  con- 
ditions incident  to  the  heavy  flux  of  people  from  Oak- 
land, Berkeley,  Alameda  and  Marin  County. 

It  is  more  the  question  of  proper  terminal  equip- 
ment at  the  grounds  itself  which  will  need  thoughtful 
planning.  No  more  pitiful  sight  can  be  imagined  than 
a  mass  of  helpless  people  crowding  and  jostling  to- 
gether, struggling  and  fighting  to  get  on  cars  and  abso- 
lutely ignorant  of  which  particular  car  to  take. 

The  human  race,  representing  the  highest  type 
of  the  vertebrate  animal,  never  appears  more  devoid 
of  sense,  judgment  and  reason  than  when  in  a  crowd 
that  is  trying  to  get  somewhere  and  nobody  knows 
particularly  where.  On  such  occasions  the  more  we 
are  handled  like  our  cousins,  the  cow,  the  steer,  and 
the  sheep,  the  better.  Experiences  of  the  past  have 
demonstrated  that  the  more  nearly  the  corrals  can  be 
constructed  to  resemble  the  cattle-shipping  approaches 
of  the  great  packing  houses,  the  better.  To  prevent 
the  wild  mob  from  running  down  the  tracks,  thus 
entering  within  the  dangerous  enclosures,  even  the 
cattle  pit-falls  and  water  tanks  have  been  found  most 
expedient  in  the  past.  After  the  completion  of  the 
work  according  to  this  design  the  corrals  are  made 
graceful  and  attractive  in  finish,  kept  clean  and  sani- 
tary at  all  times  and  embellished  with  minute  explana- 
tory signs.  With  this  worked  out  to  the  highest  de- 
gree, those  having  charge  of  the  transportation  facili- 
ties will  present  to  the  world  during  1915  another  tri- 
umph of  engineering  sagacity. 
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The  annual  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Patent; 
lor  the  year  1910  has  recently  appeared  in  press.    Else- 
where   in    these   columns    will     be 
Patent  found   a  summarized   statement. 

Reports  Two  points  are  of  much  interest 

in  this  compilation.  The  first  is 
that,  with  the  exception  of  California  which  appears 
third  in  the  list,  by  all  odds  more  patent  fiends  are 
found  in  the  New  England  States,  per  capita,  than  any- 
where else  in  the  Union,  and  on  the  other  hand  the 
fewest  in  the  Southern  States  and  foreign  possessions. 
Careful  investigation  explains  this  condition,  not  so 
much  due  to  geographical  conditions  as  to  location  of 
manufacturing  centers  where  thousands  of  intricate 
mechanisms  are  manufactured  and  used.  This  goes 
to  prove  the  old  adage  that  "necessity  is  the  mother 
of  invention."  In  the  South  where  farming  is  largely 
involved  comparatively  few  inventions  are  necessary. 
Moreover  these  few,  such  for  instance  as  the  invention 
of  the  cotton  gin,  make  necessary  when  they  take  place 
a  reorganization  of  the  farming  industry. 

As  to  why  California  should  appear  so  near  the 
top  of  the  list  is  hard  to  explain,  unless  it  is  that  the 
delightful  and  healthful  scenery  and  surroundings  on 
the  Pacific  Coast  are  conducive  to  the  development  of 
the  particular  philosophical  turn  of  mind  which  leads 
to  invention. 

Another  item  of  interest  in  the  report  is  that  al- 
though the  amount  of  money  received  during  the  past 
year  was  the  greatest  in  the  history  of  the  patent  de- 
partment, yet  a  surplus  of  only  $19,824.75  appears  to 
its  credit,  the  same  being  the  smallest  surplus,  with 
but  one  exception,  for  over  thirty-five  years.  In  look- 
ing into  the  details  of  the  commissioner's  report  it  is 
found  that  various  salaries  in  the  department  have 
been  increased,  as  no  increase  had  taken  place  for  over 
half  a  century.  This  increase  in  salaries  has  resulted 
in  the  department's  being  able  to  retain  their  expert 
men  and  recall  others  who  had  left  the  service  for 
more  lucrative  places  during  the  past  years.  This  item 
of  salaries  alone  makes  a  difference  of  fifty  thousand 
dollars  in  expenditure.  We  cannot  help  but  feel  that 
the  increase  in  salaries  to  the  deserving  men  in  the  de- 
partment has  been  wise  and  will  bear  fruitful  results 
in  future  service  for  the  government. 


College 

Engineering 

Thesis 


The  advance  in  engineering  methods  has  been  so 
great  that  it  has  been  necessary  to  modify  continually 
the  course  of  studies  preparatory 
to  the  granting  of  an  engineering 
degree  in  the  great  technical 
schools.  In  order  to  adapt  the 
course  of  study  to  the  best  needs  of  the  future  engi- 
neer it  is  necessary  to  note  the  progress  of  students 
after  their  graduation  from  college.  To  the  careful 
observer  one  of  the  most  striking  features  is  found  in 
the  fact  that  after  graduation  so  many  of  those  prepar- 
ing for  the  electrical  engineering  profession  find  their 
life  work  in  mining  or  civil  engineering,  and  those  tak- 
ing courses  in  civil  and  mining  engineering  make  a 
niarked  success  in,  let  us  say,  electrical  or  chemical  en- 
gineering.    The  interesting  feature  of  it  is  that  the 


young  student  has  been  trained  in  a  special  techni- 
calized  subject,  yet  by  acquired  training  and  concen- 
trated application  he  is  enabled  after  graduation  to 
master  single-handed  the  matter  relating  to  a  kindred 
but  hitherto  untouched  subject,  so  far  as  his  previous 
personal  knowledge  is  concerned. 

These  examples  which  are  constantly  being 
brought  to  our  attention  furnish  much  food  for  serious 
reflection  to  those  interested  in  seeing  the  young  engi- 
neer acquire  the  proper  foundation  work  at  college. 
After  long  observation  and  serious  thought  two  features 
of  the  necessary  college  curriculum  to  be  undertaken 
by  the  engineer  in  embryo  stand  out  most  prominently. 
One  is,  that  above  all  things  the  fundamentals  of  chem- 
istry, English,  physics  and  mathematics  should  be  so 
hammered  into  those  planning  a  future  engineering 
career,  that  if  at  any  time  through  life  they  should 
be  awakened  from  a  sound  sleep  they  could  with  ease 
repeat  and  apply  these  fundamentals.  The  use  of 
logarithms,  the  elementary  applications  of  trigonome- 
try, and  the  fundamentals  of  the  mechanics  of  physics, 
such  as  Newton's  Laws  of  Motion,  should  be  mere  by- 
words. The  illustration  found  upon  the  blackboard 
some  years  ago  at  the  University  of  Montana  is  not  so 
foreign  to  the  case  after  all.  The  professor  had  con- 
stantly warned  his  students  that  above  all  things  in 
the  course  of  the  mechanics  of  physics  they  should  get 
Newton's  Laws  of  Motion  down  pat.  The  next  da_\' 
appeared  upon  the  blackboard  an  illustration  of  an 
Irishman  with  mouth  wide  open,  one  cannon  ball  just 
entering  and  several  following  at  high  velocity,  with 
the  title  below  "Get  'em  down  Pat."  The  only  modi- 
fication we  suggest  is  that  the  Irish  student  should  not 
be  alone  in  masticating  these  fundamentals. 

The  other  point  in  the  engineering  course  is  the 
thorough  mastery  of  some  one  particular  piece  of  ex- 
perimental work  performed  with  the  utmost  detail  and 
accuracy.  The  word  "thesis"  is  usually  applied  to  this 
work  but  is  not  strictly  accurate,  for  there  is  hidden 
in  the  word  something  which  means  that  the  work  un- 
dertaken should  of  necessity  be  something  not  hitherto 
known  or  imderstood.  The  main  point,  however,  so  far 
as  its  value  to  the  young  engineer  is  concerned  is  that 
his  experimental  work  should  involve  original  think- 
ing for  him  and  should  be  a  model  of  painstaking- 
accuracy  in  every  detail. 

Examples  of  an  excellent  type  of  thesis  have  ap- 
peared in  the  two  previous  issues  of  the  Journal  and 
another  example  appears  in  this  issue.  These  theses 
were  undertaken  by  certain  students  in  the  mechanical 
and  electrical  engineering  departments  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  California.  In  the  issue  of  July  22d  appeared 
a  new  method  of  measuring  velocities  in  small  pipes. 
Papers  for  the  patenting  of  this  process  are  already 
filed.  In  the  issue  of  July  29th  some  new  experimental 
data  on  wind  velocities  of  small  wires  seem  to  indi- 
cate a  new  law  hitherto  unproven,  while  in  this  issue 
appears  a  series  of  practical  tests  on  cost  of  irrigation 
by  means  of  pumps  electrically  driven.  Such  work  as 
this  means  the  consumption  of  much  mental  tissue  on 
the  part  of  the  student  in  planning  his  work  and  at  the 
same  time  prepares  him  to  fight  life's  battles  with 
every  weapon  at  his  command. 
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PERSONALS. 

Nathaniel  Ellery,  State  Engineer  of  California,  was  a 
San  BYancisco  visitor  during  the  past  week. 

Jolin  Coffee  Hayes,  general  manager  of  the  Mt.  Whitney 
Power  Company,  of  Visalia,  is  again  at  San  Francisco. 

R.  Leo  Van  der  Naillen,  superintendent  of  the  Oro 
■Water,  Light  &  Power  Company,  with  headquarters  at  Oro- 
ville,   was   at   San   Francisco   recently. 

S.  K.  Colby,  vice-president  of  Pierson,  Roeding  &  Co., 
has  been  spending  his  vacation  at  the  Bohemian  Grove,  on 
the  Rusisan  River,   in   Sonoma  County. 

E.  G.  Alexander,  purchasing  agent  of  the  California 
Electrical  Construction  Company,  has  returned  to  the  San 
F^-ancisco  house   after   spending   a  vacation   at  Visalia. 

Colonel  Frank  H.  Ray  of  New  York,  who  is  extending  the 
hydroelectric  system  of  the  Rogue  River  Light  and  Power 
Company  in  Oregon,  recently  spent  several  days  at  San  Fran- 
cisco on  business. 

Sidney  Sprout  returned  to  his  San  Francisco  office  dur- 
ing the  past  week,  from  a  trip  to  Dorris,  Cal.,  where  Sprout  & 
Sprout  have  been  retained  as  engineers  for  the  installation 
of  a  municipal  water  system. 

J.  R.  "Wilson,  sales  manager  of  the  Crocker-Wheeler 
Company,  has  returned  to  the  factory  at  Ampere,  N.  J.,  after 
visiting  the  San  Francisco  agency  while  on  a  Pacific  Coast 
tour  in  the  interests  of  the  company. 

H.  H.  Noble,  president  of  the  Northern  California  Power 
Company,  returned  last  Monday  from  an  inspection  tour, 
covering  the  Coleman  station,  the  North  Battle  Creek  dam, 
and  the  electric  pig-iron  plant  at  Heroult. 

W.  E.  Barrett,  chief  gas  engineer  of  J.  G.  White  &  Co.  of 
New  York,  who  recently  arrived  in  California  from  Vancou- 
ver, B.  C,  spent  the  past  week  in  consulting  with  H.  A.  Lard- 
ner,  manager  of  the  company's  San  Francisco  office. 

T.  P.  Strickland,  chief  assistant  electrical  engineer  of  the 
New  South  Wales  Government  Railways,  with  headquarters 
at  Sydney,  Australia,  left  for  the  East  during  the  past  week, 
after  inspecting  a  number  of  the  electric  power  plants  in  the 
vicinity   of   San    Francisco. 

H.  V.  Carter,  president  of  the  Pacific  States  Electric 
Company,  and  C.  C.  Hillis,  general  manager  of  the  Electric  Ap- 
pliance Company,  of  San  Francisco,  will  soon  leave  for  the  East 
as  the  delegates  to  the  forthcoming  annual  convention  of  the 
National  Electrical  Jobbers'  Association  at  Saratoga. 

P.  H.  Coolidge,  of  the  Pacific  Telephone  &  Telegraph 
Company,  has  been  transferred  from  the  position  of  assist- 
ant general  manager  to  that  of  general  commercial  superin- 
tendent and  will  remain  at  San  Francisco.  George  B.  Bush 
has  been  transferred  from  general  commercial  superinten- 
dent to  assistant  general  manager,  exchanging  places  with 
the  former  official. 

Leo  D.  Haas,  formerly  connected  with  the  lamp  sales 
department  of  the  California  Electrical  Construction  Com- 
pany at  San  Francisco,  has  taken  a  position  in  the  commer- 
cial department  of  the  Great  Western  Power  Company, 
under  J.  H.  Hornung.  He  is  now  working  successfully  at 
San  Jose,  which  city  the  Great  Western  is  preparing  to  in- 
vade with  its  electric  transmission  lines. 

H.  D.  H.  Connick,  who  was  recently  appointed  director 
of  works  of  the  Panama-Pacific  International  Exposition,  made 


an  excellent  record  in  the  city  engineer's  office  at  San  Fran- 
cisco in  charge  of  the  new  sewer  system.  Under  his  super- 
vision, the  first  survey  stake  was  placed  during  the  past  week 
in  connection  with  the  preliminary  work  of  laying  out  the 
exposition  grounds  at  Golden  Gate  Park. 

F.  W.  Gay,  of  J.  G.  White  &  Co.'s  Pacific  Coast  branch 
office,  spent  the  past  week  in  Southern  California,  looking 
over  the  electric  power  plant  recently  installed  by  his  com- 
pany, with, a  party  of  engineers.  Among  those  who  made  an 
inspection  of  the  Pacific  Light  and  Power  Company's  large 
steam  turbine  generating  plant  at  Redondo  Beach  were  F.  H. 
Varney  and  J.  H.  Wise,  of  the  Pacific  Gas  and  Electric  Com- 
pany. 


ELECTRICAL    CONTRACTORS'    ASSOCIATION    NEWS. 

C.  E.  Schneider,  of  the  Electric  Supply  Company  of  Sacra- 
mento, was  in  town  during  the  week. 

Q.  R.  Boynton,  of  the  Central  Electric  Company  of  Los 
Angeles  and  San  Francisco,  has  just  returned  from  a  month's 
stay  in  the  South. 

A.  E.  Brooke  Ridley  has  just  returned  from  a  three  weeks' 
fishing  trip  at  Catalina  Island,  where  he  went  to  take  in  the 
Contractors'   Convention. 


In  his  talk  before  the  electrical  contractors  at  Catalina 
Island  recently,  H.  V.  Carter,  president  of  the  Pacific  States 
Electric  Company,  used  as  a  text  the  words  of  Judge  E.  H. 
Gary,  chairman  of  the  United  States  Steel  Corporation,  on  the 
subject  of  "Co-operation." 

"There  should  be  established  and  continuously  main- 
tained," Judge  Gary  said,  "a  business  friendship  which  com- 
pels one  to  feel  the  same  concern  for  his  neighbor  that  he  has 
for  himself.  It  is  no  less  than  the  Golden  Rule  applied  to 
business.  Is  it  possible?  Would  it  be  certain  to  pay?  It 
sometimes  and  too  often  happens  that  unfair  action  has  been 
taken  by  those  who  have  been  given  confidence  by  others, 
but  this  fact  should  dishearten  no  one. 

"For  example,  take  any  two  men  in  this  room  engaged  in 
competitive  business,  but  who  are  sufficiently  acquainted  to 
have  the  entire  confidence  of  each  other.  Is  there  any  doubt 
that  in  the  daily  conduct  of  their  affairs  neither  would  be 
disposed  to  do  anything  unneighborly  or  unreasonable  toward 
the  other;  or  that  the  acquaintance  would  bring  to  both  better 
results  than  could  be  realized  if  they  were  unfriendly  or 
engaged  in  bitter  and  destructive  competition?" 

The  manner  in  which  Mr.  Carter  handled  the  subject  was 
excellent,  and  showed  that  in  attaining  his  present  high 
position  that  Mr.  Carter  was  very  familiar  with  all  the 
branches  of  the  business. 


Secretary  Hanbridge  sends  the  following  message  to  the 
California  Electrical  Contractors: 

The  Panama  Exposition  fair  site  has  at  last  been  decided, 
and  now  the  question  is  being  asked  by  every  Californian, 
What  will  the  next  few  years  bring? 

Let  us  electrical  people  answer  it  by  saying  and  resolving 
that  we  are  going  to  bring  every  possible  electrical  man  and 
his  family  to  California  in  1915,  thus  doing  our  mite  towards 
helping  this  great  work  along. 

The  electrical  business  will  receive  a  great  many  of  the 
benefits  derived  from  this  great  undertaking  and  let  us  show 
our  electrical  brethren  that  we  are  a  unit. 

There  will  be  a  great  many  conventions  held  in  our  cities 
during  the  fair  and  there  never  was  a  better  reason  why 
every  branch  of  the  business  should  be  working  together. 
There  is  a  large  family  of  us,  and  that  is  all  the  more  reason 
why  we  should  all  gather  under  one  roof.    We  have  our  engi- 
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neers,  who  must  lay  out  the  work,  then  our  manufacturing 
companies,  to  whom  we  must  look  to  make  the  apparatus; 
the  jobbers,  who  must  supply  the  material;  the  central  station 
men,  who  must  furnish  the  current;  our  telephone  and  tele- 
graph men,  who  must  furnish  communication  with  all  the 
world;  our  contractors,  who  must  Install  the  apparatus;  our 
electrical  journals,  whose  men  must  give  the  world  the  news, 
and  last,  hut  not  least,  our  Sons  of  Jove,  who  furnish  the  good 
fellowship  and  play  that  Is  necessary  for  our  hardy  workers 
to  recuperate  so  that  they  can  conquer  other  worlds. 

Oh  you  Papama-Paclfic  Exposition,  what  would  you  do 
without  us ! ! 

So,  fellows,  from  the  viewpoint  of  the  writer  this  is  our 
share  of  the  work,  so  lest  we  forget — 

All   together   all   the   time   for   everything   electrical. 


FOREIGN  NOTES. 
KUALA  LUMPUR,  MALAY  STATES.— The  total  cost 
of  the  electric  lighting  of  Kuala  Lumpur,  capital  of  the  Fed- 
erated Malay  States,  is  now  placed  at  $1,075,656,  and  mainte- 
nance cost  ?75,595  in  1910.  The  receipts  amounted  to  $96,760, 
a  profit  of  $21,165,  or  19.7  per  cent,  which  is  an  improvement 
on  the  year  previous. 

SAN  GERONIMO,  MEX. — A  public  service  electric  com- 
pany is  now  installing  apparatus  to  bring  electric  current 
from  San  Geronimo  to  this  town.  Heretofore  no  electric 
current  has  been  available  to  the  public,  the  only  plant 
being  the  plant  of  the  Tehauntepec  National  Railway,  and 
this  company  used  the  power  in  connection  with  the  ter- 
minal and  dock  facilities. 

CALCUTTA,  INDIA. — The  military  authorities  of  the 
Government  of  India  have  a  plan  of  wireless  telegraphy  to 
knit  together  the  various  units  of  the  army  in  India.  Details 
are  lacking,  but  four  stations  have  been  completed  and  the 
wireless  apparatus  is  to  be  installed  by  the  Marconi  com- 
pany. This  is  the  first  appearance  of  the  company  in  India, 
the  system  at  present  in  use  for  commercial  and  general 
purposes  being  the  Lodge-Muirhead  system.  The  scheme 
is  exclusively  for  military  use  and  it  is  understood  that  event- 
ually every  military  station  in  India  will  have  its  wireless 
apparatus  in  charge  of  trained  army  officers. 

BANGKOK,  SIAM.— The  Siam  Electricity  Co.,  (Ltd)., 
which  owns  the  only  large  electric  light  plant  in  Bangkok, 
also  the  tram  car  lines,  paid  the  usual  dividend  of  12  per 
cent  and  a  bonus  of  $2.22  per  share  of  $50,  on  25,000  shares. 
It  is  said  that  the  Siamese  Government  has  decided  to  in- 
stall its  own  electric  power  plant  for  the  water-supply 
system,  and  also  intends  to  provide  electricity  for  light- 
ing the  palaces,  parks,  and  districts  adjacent  to  the  pump- 
ing station.  The  electrical  company  now  supplies  the  cur- 
rent for  this  lighting  and  if  the  Government  should  take 
over  this  work  the  company  will  sustain  considerable  loss 
fo  revenue. 


TRADE  NOTES. 

The  Bunker  Hill  Mining  Company  at  Amador  City  re- 
cently placed  in  operation  a  new  300-h.p.  Westinghouse  elec- 
tric-hoist motor  It  operates  a  2500-foot  shaft  with  rope- 
drive  connection. 

The  Hughes  Electric  Company  of  Glendive,  Mont.,  has 
contracted  with  the  Kellogg  Switchboard  and  Supply  Com- 
pany of  Chicago  for  a  complete  new  central  station  and  sub- 
scribers' stations.  This  system  connects  with  the  long-distance 
lines  of  the  Eastern  Telephone  Company. 

The  Kellogg  Switchboard  and  Supply  Company  has  closed 
a  contract  with  the  Mount  Hood  Railway  and  Power  Company 
of  Portland,  Ore.,  for  a  telephone  system  for  their  twenty-nine- 


mile  electric  railway  line  extending  to  Bull  Run.  Dispatchers 
and  way  station  equipment,  and  Gill  selectors  are  called  for 
by  the  specifications.  Gordon  Kribs  is  the  chief  engineer. 
The  first  section  of  the  road  will  soon  be  ready  for  operation. 

The  Western  Electric  Company  recently  sold  to  the 
United  States  Government  a  comple.te  central  battery  ex- 
change equipment  to  be  installed  at  West  Point,  New  York. 
This  equipment  consists  of  a  multiple  switchboard  with  a 
capacity  of  3000  common  battery  lines,  together  with  frames, 
racks,  a  complete  power  plant  and  25,000  feet  of  paper  insu- 
lated, lead  covered  underground  cable.  In  addition  to  this, 
the  contract  calls  for  all  the  necessary  telephone  sets,  pro- 
tectors, outside  distributing  wire  and  the  installing  and  con- 
nection of  the  underground  cable. 

The  General  Electric  Company  has  been  awarded  a  con- 
tract for  a  novel  electrical  installation  for  the  United  States 
collier  Jupiter,  now  under  construction  at  the  Navy  Yard, 
Mare  Island,  Cal.  A  5450  kw.  Curtis  steam  turbine  generating 
set  will  supply  three-phase  current,  to  operate  two  slow-speed 
induction  motors,  each  direct  connected  to  one  of  the  twin- 
screw  propeller  shafts.  The  nearest  approach  to  this  instal- 
lation now  in  use  in  this  country  is  in  one  of  the  Chicago 
fire  boats  with  capacity  of  only  700  h.p.  The  new  contract 
calls  for  one  horizontal,  6-stage  Curtis  turbine,  direct  con- 
nected to  an  A.  T.  B.  2,  5450  kw.,  1990  r.p.m.,  2300  v.  gener- 
ator. Also,  two  I.  36,  2750  h.p.,  110  r.p.m..  Form  M.,  2300  v., 
variable-speed  induction  motors  with  water-cooled  resistances. 
Also  the  necessary  switchboards. 

The  Wagner  Electric  Mfg.  Company  of  St.  Louis  has 
consummated  arrangements  with  the  Mine  &  Smelter  Sup- 
ply Company  by  which  the  latter  concern  will  act  as  repre- 
sentative for  the  Wagner  Company  in  the  territory  tributary 
to  Denver,  Salt  Lake  City,  El  Paso  and  Mexico  City,  Mexico. 
The  Mine  &  Smelter  Supply  Company  is  the  largest  mining 
machinery  house  in  the  country.  They,  however,  do  not 
confine  themselves  to  machinery  and  supplies  required  in 
the  mining  and  smelting  industry  but  also  handle  all  classes 
o!:  machinery  in  the  districts  covered  by  their  stores  and 
warehouses  above  enumerated.  Mr.  O.  H.  Davidson,  hereto- 
fore the  Wagner  representative  at  Denver,  becomes  head 
of  the  electrical  department  of  the  Denver  house  of  the 
Mine  &  Smelter  Supply  Company.  In  Salt  Lake  City,  Mr. 
F.  E.  Marcey,  for  several  years  manager  of  the  Salt  Lake 
City  office  of  the  Allis-Chalmers  Company,  is  manager  of 
the  Mine  &   Smelter  Supply  Company's  office. 


NEW    CATALOGUES. 

The  Griscom-Spencer  Company,  90  West  Street,  New 
York,  have  just  issued  Catalog  No.  402  on  the  Thompson 
Evaporative  Condenser,  Catalog  1101  on  the  "Stratton" 
Steam  Separator,  a  catalog  on  the  G-S  Hygienic  Air  Washer, 
and  Bulletin  701  on  the  Morse  Destructor  Furnace. 

The  Fort  Wayne  Electric  Works  have  just  issued  Bul- 
letin No.  1130  on  Northern  Type  K  Direct  Current  Motors, 
Bulletin  No.  1131  on  Series  Incandescent  Street  Lighting 
Systems,  Bulletin  No.  1132  on  Multiphase  Revolving  Armature 
Alternators,  Bulletin  No.  1133  on  Single-phase  Watthour 
Meters,  Type  K4.  The  four  bulletins  are  profusely  illus- 
trated. 

Folders  4204  and  4205  are  the  new  publications  that  are 
being  distributed  by  the  Westinghouse  Electric  &  Manufac- 
turing Company,  East  Pittsburg,  Pa.  No.  4204  is  entitled 
"Telephone  Battery  Charging  with  Westinghouse-Cooper 
Hewitt  Rectifier  Outfits,"  and  No.  4205  is  entitled  "The  Right 
Light,"  and  covers  the  use  of  the  rectified  current  arc  lamp 
with  moving  picture  machines.  These  folders  will  be  sent 
to  anyone  interested  on  application  to  the  Westinghouse  De- 
partment of  Publicity. 
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998,683.  Centrifugal  Aeroplane.  Joseph  W.  Fawkes,  Bur- 
bank,  Cal.  An  air  ship  having  a  hollow  spherical  body,  a 
rear  shaft  extending  horizontally  through  the  rear  wall  of 
said  body,  a  propeller  carried  thereby  for  advancing  said 
body,  a  steering  vane  having  universal  connection  at  the  rear 
end  of  said  shaft,  cords  connecting  with  the  end  of  said 
steering  vane  and  passing  through  the  wall  of  said  body  on 

Z2 


opposite  sides  thereof  and  substantially  at  the  same  level, 
means  for  operating  said  cords  to  move  said  vane  to  the  right 
or  left  of  said  horizontal  shaft,  a  pair  of  cords  connected 
with  said  vane  and  passing  through  the  walls  of  said  body 
on  the  upper  side  thereof  and  on  the  under  side  thereof, 
means  for  adjusting  said  last  pair  of  cords  for  elevating  or 
depressing  said  last  steering  vane,  and  means  for  driving 
said  propeller. 

998,719.  Telephone  System.  Charles  A.  Simpson,  Chi- 
cago, 111.,  assignor  to  Kellogg  Switchboard  and  Supply  Com- 
pany, Chicago,  111.,  a  Corporation  of  Illinois.  In  a  telephone 
system,  the  combination  with  a  telephone  line,  of  a  source 
of  current,  a  relay  having  its  coil  normally  connected  between 


a  pole  of  said  source  and  a  limb  of  said  line,  and  the  other 
limb  of  said  line  being  normally  connected  with  the  other  pole 
of  said  source  through  contacts  of  said  relay,  a  line  lamp, 
the  actuation  of  said  relay  being  adapted  to  complete  a  lock- 
ing circuit  through  said  line  lamp  and  the  coil  of  said  relay, 
substantially  as  described. 

998,816.  Water  Feed,  Heater,  and  Purifier  for  Steam- 
Boilers.  Samuel  M.  Walker,  Los  Angeles,  Cal.  A  water  feed, 
heater  and  purifier  for  steam  boilers,  comprising  a  firebox,  a 
boiler  shell  supported  by  the  firebox,  two  horizontally  ar- 
ranged drums  supported  on  the  firebox,  one  on  each  side  of 
and  above  the  boiler  shell,  pipe  connections  each  having  a 
valve  and  extending  from  the  lower  part  of  the  outer  end  of 
the  drums  to  the  boiler  shell,  a  centrally  arranged  steam  out- 
let pipe,  surmounting  the  top  of  the  boiler  shell,  provided 
with  transverse  branches  each  having  a  valve  and  extending 
laterally,  downwardly  and  across  the  fire  box  and  longitudi- 
nally parallel  with  the  boiler  shell  and  beneath  and  upwardly 


into  their  respective  drums,  longitudinal  tubular  headers, 
each  having  a  perforated  lower  half  with  which  the  branch 
pipes  connect  and  an  imperforate  upper  half  and  twin 
frames  whereby  the  tubular  headers  are  supported  centrally 


within  their  respective  drums,  water  supply  connection,  pro- 
vided with  branches  each  having  a  valve  and  connected  with 
the  top  of  the  drums  and  blow  off  pipes  having  valves  and 
connected  with  their  respective  drums. 

998,625.  Fuel  Press.  David  C.  McCan,  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 
In  a  fuel  press,  the  combination  with  a  casting  having  a 
semi-cylindrical  groove  and  a  feed  chamber  mounted  thereon, 
of  a  sector  provided  with  a  shoe  having  a  semi-circular  groove, 


and  arranged  to  form  with  said  semi-circular  groove  in  said 
casting,  a  complete  cylindrical  mold,  a  gate  to  close  the  feed 
chamber  and  compress  the  material  against  said  sector  and 
means  to  operate  said  gate  and  sector. 

998,837.  Process  of  Refining  Oil.  Hubert  G.  Burrows,  Or- 
cutt,  Cal.  The  process  of  refining  oil  containing  finely  di- 
vided mineral  matter  in  suspension,  which  consists  in  dis- 
tilling the  oil  with  sufficient  rapidity  to  cause  the  finely 
divided  mineral  matter  to  pass  into  the  distilled  product  and 
condensing  the  distilled  product  into  liquid  form,  and  allow- 
ing the  mineral  matter  to  settle  out  from  the  oil. 

The  process  of  separating  finely  divided  mineral  matter 


from  an  oil  of  sufficient  viscosity  to  hold  said  mineral  matter 
permanently  in  suspension. 
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POWER    FACTOR    METERS. 

A  poor  power  factor  can  often  be  Improved  by  a  better 
proportioning  of  the  motors  to  tlieir  loads,  the  use  of  a 
super-excited  synchronous  motor,  or  similar  means,  witli 
resulting  increased  capacity  and  efficiency  of  the  system. 
It  is  therefore  important,  particularly  in  heavily  loadted 
plants,  to  know  what  the  actual  power  factor  is  at  various 
conditions  of  load.  To  do  this  it  is  not  necessary,  as  it  once 
was,  to  take  readings  of  voltage,  current  and  power  and 
to  calculate  from  these  the  ratio  of  true  to  apparent  watts. 
The  introduction  of  direct-reading  power  factor  meters  has 
made  calculation  unnecessary  and  enables  the  determina- 
tion of  the  power  factor  without  trouble.  Their  use  Indi- 
cates whether  induction  motors  on  a  system  or  on  any  cir- 


&  Manufacturing  Company.  These  meters  indicate  on  a 
graduated  scale  the  power  factor  in  the  circuit  to  which 
they  are  connected. 

The  power  factor  meter  operates  on  the  rotating  field 
principle.  A  rotating  field  is  produced  by  the  current  of 
the  metered  circuit  passing  through  angularly  placed  coils. 
In  this  I'otating  field  is  situated  a  pivoted  iron  vane  or  arma- 
ture, magnetized  by  a  coil  whose  current  is  in  phase  with 
the  voltage  of  one  phase  of  the  circuit.  As  the  iron  vane 
is  attracted  or  repelled  by  the  rotating  field  of  the  current 
coils,  it  will  take  up  a  position  where  the  zero  of  the  rotating 
field  occurs  at  the  same  instant  as  the  zero  of  its  own  field. 
Thus  its  position  will  always  indicate  the  phase  angle  be- 
tween the  voltage   and   current  of  the   circuit.     The   pointer 


Iron  Armafur^ 


Current  Coils  producing 
Rotating    Field. 


Laminated 


Iron  Rinq, 


yollage  Coil 
Magnetizing  Armature 


Rointer 


Fig.     ].     Outer    Damping    Disk    and    Rotating    Field    of    New       Power  Factor  Meter. 


cuit  of  a  system  are  being  properly  operated,  and  enables 
the  adjustment  of  the  exciting  current  of  synchronous  appa- 
ratus to  values  giving  the  most  economical  power  factor, 
also  indicating  a  reversal  of  power  if  it  occurs. 

On    polyphase    systems    supplying   a    mixed    load,    power 
factor  indications  are  a  necessity,  as  the  calculation  of  power 


Fig.    2.    New    Type 


Power    Factor    Meter 


factor  from  other  meters  is  very  complicated  and  difficult 
and  may  give  very  misleading  results.  A  polyphase  power 
factor  meter  having  current  connection  in  each  phase  of  the 
circuit  will  indicate  the  average  power  factor  of  all  the 
phases. 

The  illustrations  show  four  types  of  direct  reading  power 
factor   meters   manufactured   by   the   Westinghouse   Electric 


attached  to  the  armature  therefore  indicates  this  angle,  and, 
by  marking  on  the  scale  the  cosine  of  the  angle  shown 
by  the  graduation,  the  power  factor  is  read  directly.  In  the 
three-phase  meter  the  rotating  field  is  produced  by  three 
current  coils  spaced  60  degrees  apart;  in  the  two-phase 
meter  by  two  current  coils  spaced  90  degrees;  in  the  single- 
phase  meter  the  position  of  voltage  and  current  coils  is  inter- 
changed and  the  rotating  field  is  produced  by  means  of  a 
split-phase  winding. 

Pig.  1  illustrates  the  movement  of  a  type  SI  seven-inch 
power  factor  meter.  The  winding  shown  within  the  iron 
ling  .is  the  stationary  winding  of  the  current  coils.  Inside 
this  and  not  shown,  are  the  stationary  voltage  winding  and 
the  pivoted  armature.  The  laminated  iron  ring  surrounding 
the  winding  is  provided  as  a  return  circuit  for  the  flux  of 
the  pivoted  armature,  so  that  the  reluctance  of  the  arma- 
ture magnetic  circuit  is  low  and  uniform  in  all  positions. 
These  parts  are  shown  in  the  diagrammatic  cross-section, 
Pig.  1. 

An  aluminum  disk  shown  in  Pig.  1  at  the  front  of  the 
meter  is  a  damping  disk,  moving  in  the  concentrated  field 
of  the  two  permanent  magnets  at  the  bottom  of  the  mechan- 
ism. These  magnets  and  disk  have  no  effect  whatever  on 
the  electrical  operation  of  the  meter.  They  serve  to  abso- 
lutely prevent  oscillations  of  the  pointer  and  thus  make 
the  readings  "dead-beat."  The  pointer  therefore  does  not 
swing  back  and  forth  but  comes  to  rest  at  once  at  its 
correct  position.  IMore  efficient  damping  is  obtained  with 
this  electromagnetic  device  than  is  possible  with  air  damp- 
ing devices,  unless  a  delicate  and  easily  deranged  adjustment 
Is  resorted  to. 

It  will  be  noted  that  in  this  form  of  power  factor  meter 
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no  connection  is  required  between  the  fixed  and  tlie  moving 
elements;  there  being  no  movable  coils  used,  there  are  no 
delicate  flexible  connecting  strips;  nor  is  any  control  spring 
necessary,  as  the  controlling  force  is  electromagnetic.  The 
moving  element  is  therefore  very  light,  a6d  the  friction  and 
bearing  jewel  wear  a  minimum. 

All  the  Westinghouse  switchboard  types  and  the  poly- 
phase portable  types  are  arranged  to  read  lagging  or  lead- 
ing power  factor  on  the  upper  half  of  the  scale  and  for  re- 
versed power  on  the  lower  half.  The  switchboard  types  are 
adjusted  for  one  standard  frequency;  the  polyphase  porta- 
bles are  adjustable  to  any  frequency  between  25  and  60  cy- 
cles. The  single-phase  portables  indicate  for  60  cycles  on 
one-half  the  scale  and  for  25  cycles  on  the  other  half.  The 
portable  meters  are  very  convenient  for  investigating  the 
power  factor  of  motor  loads  and  assist  very  materially  in 
improving  the  operation  of  the  system. 


A    NEW    MOISTURE-PROOF    DRY    BATTERY. 

Where  considerable  moisture  is  prevalent  it  sometimes 
happens  that  the  cardboard  cartons  of  dry  cells  absorb  so 
nmch  moisture  that  when  the  cells  are  placed  side  by  side 
or  on  a  metallic  base,  they  become  short  circuited.  This 
causes  them  to  run  down  and  deteriorate  quickly,  thus  neces- 
sitating frequent  renewals  and  an  attendant  maintenance  ex- 
pense. 

The  Western  Electric  Company,  realizing  this,  has  re- 
cently placed  on  the  market  a  new,  moisture-proof  dry  bat- 
tery. This  cell  has  been  designed  especially  for  use  in  mine, 
railway  and  general  telephone  service  where  the  batteries 
are  subjected  to  moisture.  The  new  cell  has  the  same  high 
efficiency,  long  life,  high  voltage  and  great  recuperative 
power  which  characterizes  the  standard  "Blue  Bell"  bat- 
tery. It  differs  from  the  standard  cell  in  that  the  cardboard 
carton  has  been  treated  with  a  special  impregnating  com- 
pound which  effectually  prevents  moisture  from  reaching  the 
cell  proper.  This  will  give  sufficient  protection  so  that  the 
life  of  the  batteries  used  in  damp  places  will  be  as  great 
as  that  of  the  batteries  used  in  any  other  magneto  service 
under    ordinary    conditions. 


BOOK    REVIEW. 

Straight  Line  Engineering  Diagrams.  By  Manifold  &  Poole, 
Pocket  size,  4%x7%  inches;  96  pages,  44  line  drawings;  5 
half-tones  illustrating  emergencies  in  engineering;  clear 
type;  strong  paper;  durable  bindings.  Published  by 
Technical  Publishing  Co.  and  for  sale  by  Technical  Book 
Shop,  San  Francisco.     Price  $3.00. 

Briefly  this  book  in  convenient  pocket  form  contains  forty- 
four  carefully  compiled  diagrams  from  which  data  relating 
to  transmission  lines,  pipes,  canals,  concrete,  steel,  wires,  and 
practically  every  problem  coming  up  in  the  practice  of  the 
engineering  profession  is  solved  at  a  glance.  In  the  rear 
are  five  illustrations,  covering  emergencies  or  what  is  to  be 
done  in  case  of  electrical  and  other  accidents. 

Manifold  &  Poole,  engineers,  Los  Angeles,  California,  put 
into  ready  graphical  shape  in  this  work  not  only  formulae 
in  common  usage  among  engineers,  but  also  the  clever  ideas 
gathered  from  a  wide  and  varied  practice. 

Every  engineer  is  experiencing  daily  the  long  felt  want 
for  some  self-speaking  volume  of  ready  data.  Let  us  cite 
by  illustration:  A  friend  drops  in  upon  an  electrical  ac- 
quaintance. The  friend  is  figuring  up  a  prospect  in  the  way 
of  an  irrigation  enterprise  and  wants  to  know  quickly  the 
approximate  size  of  a  ditch  to  convey  given  amounts  of  water 
and  approximately  the  yardage  to  be  excavated.  The  elec- 
trical engineering  acquaintance  let  us  say  is  an  expert  in 
matters  electrical.  Ask  him  anything  about  voltage,  size  of 
conductors,  transmission  lines  and  the  like  and  he  gives  you 
the  data  from  the  pigeon-hole  in  his  brain  at  once.  But  now 
here   is   an   irrigation   problem   before   him.     His   mind   runs 


back  to  years  ago  when  last  he  used  Kutter's  Formula.  It 
takes  him  an  hour  or  two  to  figure  out  correctly  the  rough 
data  his  friend  desires.  Again  the  civil  engineer  has  con- 
stantly propounded  to  him  questions  of  engineering  he 
cannot  readily  answer. 

This  little  book,  if  carefully  examined,  will  be  found  bub- 
bling over  with  just  the  ready  infonnation  desired  and  the 
ease  and  rapidity  with  which  the  diagrams  can  be  read  will 
always  remain  a  mystery  to  the  uninitiated.  The  book  should 
be  in  the  pocket  of  every  engineer. 

Testing  of  Electro-IVIagnetic  IVIachinery  and   Other  Apparatus. 

By   B.   V.    Swenson   and   Budd   Frankenfield,   assisted   by 
J.  M.  Bryant.    Size  5%x8%  inches;  324  pages.   Profusely 
illustrated   line   drawings.    Published   by   The   Macmillan 
Company,   New   York,    and   for   sale   by   Technical   Book 
Shop,  San  Francisco.     Price,  $3.00  net. 
The   methods   employed   in   this   book   setting   forth   the 
laboratory  tests  for  the  electrical  engineering   student  com- 
bine  the   practice   and   suggestion   of  half  a   dozen   or   more 
university  laboratories  as  well  as  suggestions  from  the  lahor- 
atories    of    such    electrical    manufactories    as    Allis-Chalmers 
Company.     The  book  has  been  tried  out  in  mimeograph  form 
in    the   classroom   for  the   past   six   years   and   represents   a 
product  of  such  correction  and  remodification  that  it  is  be- 
lieved will  meet  more  nearly  the  classroom  needs  than  any 
book  yet  published  of  this  nature.     The  arrangement  is  logi- 
cal.   Each  series  of  tests  begins  with  a  list  of  standard  refer- 
ences.    The   object   is  thus   set  forth  to  focus  the   student's 
attention   and   this    is    followed   by   the   author's   theory   and 
method.     The   book   comes   upon   the  scene   at  a  time   most 
welcome  to  those  interested  in  electrical  engineering  labora- 
tory tests. 

Walker's  IVIanual  of  California  Securities  and  Directory  of 
Directors,  1911  Edition.  Edited,  compiled  and  published 
by  H.  D.  Walker,  San  Francisco,  Cal.  Size,  6x9  inches; 
472  pages.  Replete  with  data  relative  to  California  secur- 
ities. For  sale  by  Technical  Book  Shop,  San  PYancisco. 
Price,  13.00  net. 

The  new  publication  contains  many  valuable  features 
over  its  predecessors.  Not  only  is  definite  information  given 
regarding  the  number  of  corporations  and  their  securities 
which  are  listed  on  the  Exchange  and  dealt  in  by  the  public, 
but  a  number  are  compiled  which  are  not  listed  on  the  Ex- 
change, but  which  are  dealt  in  by  the  public.  This  represents 
much  new  and  valuable  information.  The  Directory  or  Direc- 
tors has  also  been  added  to  and  made  more  complete.  The 
book  is  invaluable  to  those  holding  securities  in  the  great 
power  companies  and  other  public  service  corporations  of 
California. 


NEW  CATALOGUES. 

The  D.  &.  W.  Fuse  Company  of  Providence,  R.  I.,  have 
just  published  Catalog  No.  15,  containing  a  complete  line 
01  fuses,  cut-outs,  boxes,  etc.  The  publication  is  well  illus- 
trated  and   attractive   in   appearance. 

The  Ohio  Brass  Company  have  just  published  Supple- 
ment No.  2  which  contains  many  interesting  and  important 
improvements  in  various  materials  listed  in  their  former  cat- 
alogs on  railway,  mine,  catenary  and  O.B.  Hi-Tension  spe- 
cialties. 

The  General  Electric  Company  has  just  issued  a  very 
attractive  publication  in  Bulletin  4855,  devoted  to  a  detailed 
description  of  its  double  truck  type  of  gas-electric  car.  The 
publication  is  elaborately  illustrated,  and  contains  consid- 
erable data  relative  to  the  subject.  It  Includes  plans  and 
elevations  of  cars  of  various  sizes.  In  Bulletin  No.  4863, 
recently  issued  by  the  company,  is  described  that  company's 
Gem  lamp.  This  lamp  is  intended  to  replace  the  carbon 
lamp  as  a  free  renewal  lamp.  The  bulletin  compares  the 
carbon  with  the  Gem  lamp  and  shows  the  advantages  de- 
rived by  the  use  of  the  latter. 
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NEWS  NOTES 


FINANCIAL. 

OROVILLE,  CAL.— The  Oro  Water,  Light  &  Power  Com- 
ptiny  has  been  cited  to  appear  before  the  Board  of  Equaliza- 
tion to  show  why  its  assessment  on  certain  non-operative  prop- 
erty should  not  be  increased  from  $12,950  to  $50,000. 

LOS  ANGELES,  CAL. — The  City  Council  has  passed  an  or- 
dinance providing  for  the  issuance  of  $3,500,000  of  Electric 
plant  bonds  of  the  city  authorized  at  a  special  election  held 
April  19,  1910.  The  bonds  to  be  $1000  each,  dated  June  1,  1911, 
bearing  4%  per  cent  interest,  payable  semi-annually. 

MORGAN  HILL,  CAL. — Sealed  bids  will  be  received  by 
the  clerk  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  at  the  town  hall,  up  to 
August  10,  1911,  for  the  purchase  of  the  whole  or  any  part 
of  the  $13,000  bond  issue,  for  the  acquisition  and  construc- 
tion of  a  system  of  waterworks.  The  bonds  are  26  in  num- 
ber of  the  denomination  of  $500  each,  beai'ing  interest  at  the 
rate  of  3  per  cent  per  annum. 

SACRAMENTO,  CAL.— That  $1,500,000  will  be  spent  by 
the  Citizens'  Light  &  Power  Company  of  this  city,  a  sub- 
sidiary of  the  Great  Western  Power  Company,  was  announced 
last  week  by  George  W.  Peltier,  president  of  the  company. 
This  money  will  be  expended  in  putting  in  an  underground 
conduit  system  and  wiring  the  city  for  electric  lighting  and 
tor  power.  The  company  will  file  articles  of  incorporation, 
with  $5,000,000  as  capital  stock,  some  time  this  week.  It  will 
commence  operations  at  once. 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL.— Through  a  $2,000,000  bond  deal 
closed  in  New  York  by  the  promoters  of  the  Antioch  &  Oak- 
land Railroad  the  extension  of  the  road  into  Oakland  and 
Stockton  is  now  asssured.  The  new  road  has  a  traffic  agree- 
ment with  the  Key  Route  which  will  permit  its  cars  to  reach 
the  pier  of  that  system  and  to  run  to  the  heart  of  Oakland. 
The  new  company  also  holds  a  franchise  along  Shafter  ave- 
nue in  Oakland  in  the  name  of  the  Oakland  and  Bay  Shore 
Railroad.  Two  blocks  of  land  at  Shafter  avenue  and  For- 
tieth street  will  be  the  operating  headquarters,  where  the 
line  will  connect  with  the  Key  Route.  The  Anglo-California 
Trust  Company  will  act  as  trustee  in  the  bond  deal. 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL.— The  Spring  Valley  Water  Com- 
pany has  applied  to  the  Supervisors  for  a  reduction  of  Its 
assessment  in  San  Francisco  to  the  extent  of  $2,746,199.  As- 
sessor Dodge  this  year  assessed  the  company  as  follows :  Real 
estate,  $3,056,000;  improvements,  $811,580;  city  pipe  system, 
$fi,000,000;  personal  property,  $977,260;  total,  $10,844,840.  The 
company  asks  that  the  city  pipe  system  item  be  reduced  to 
$4,119,298,  and  that  the  assessment  of  its  personal  property  be 
lowered  to  $111,763.  It  was  assessed  last  year  for  $10,774,453, 
the  items  being:  Real  estate,  $3,365,800;  improvements,  $4,- 
874,768;  personal  property,  $333,885;  franchise,  $2,500,000. 
Under  the  new  tax  system  franchises  are  assessed  by  the 
State  Board  of  Equalization  only,  the  company  says  in  its 
application,  and  this  board,  against  the  company's  protest,  has 
fixed  the  value  of  the  Spring  Valley  franchise  for  the  purpose 
of  taxation  this  year  at  $3,619,600.  The  company  will  have  to 
pay  the  State  $36,196  on  this  franchise  alone. 


INCORPORATIONS. 

SACRAMENTO,  CAL.— The  Citizens  Light  &  Power  Com- 
pany has  been  incorporated  with  $2,000,000  preferred  and  $3,- 
000,000  common  stock  and  authorized  to  make  a  bond  issue  of 
$2,500,000. 

SAN  BERNARDINO,  CAL.— Amended  articles  of  incor- 
poration of  the  East  Redlands  Water   Company  have  been 


filed,  capital  $100,000;  place  of  business,  Redlands.  The  orig- 
inal incorporators  were  H.  L.  Drew,  Lewis  Jacobs,  H.  M. 
Barton. 

LOS  ANGELES,  CAL.— The  Glendora  Independent  Water 
Company  has  been  incorporated  with  a  capital  stock  of  $200,- 
000,  subscribed  $300.  The  incorporators  are  W.  G.  Hall,  A.  E. 
Englehardt  and  L.  J.  Goff. 

LOS  ANGELES,  CAL.— The  Baldwin  Park  Water  Com- 
pany has  been  incorporated  with  a  capital  stock  of  $100,000, 
subscribed  $5000.  The  incorporators  are  Wm.  Stevenson,  W. 
H.  Townsend,  Solon  Newton,  C.  H.  Angel  and  J.  C.  DeMandel. 


ILLUMINATION. 

KENNBT,  CAL.— The  Sacramento  Valley  Power  Company 
has  applied  to  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  city  of  Kennet 
for  a  franchise. 

SUMAS,  WASH.— The  citizens  of  Sumas  have  decided 
to  take  advantage  of  the  offer  of  the  British  Columbia  Elec- 
tric Company  to  furnish  electric  power  and  light  to  the  town 
of  Sumas. 

FORT  MASON,  CAL.— Sealed  proposals  in' triplicate  for 
furnishing  all  material  and  labor  and  installing  an  electric 
lighting  system  at  Fort  Miley,  Cal.  were  received  here  up  to 
August  3,  1911. 

SACRAMENTO,  CAL.— J.  Frank  Robinson,  cashier  of  the 
Sacramento  Electric,  Gas  &  Railway  Company,  has  made  the 
definite  statement  that  the  company  will  build  a  new  home  on 
SE.  Eleventh  and  K  streets.  The  property  was  purchased 
several  weeks  ago  by  Geo.  H.  Rand  of  San  Francisco. 

SANTA  MARIA,  CAL. — The  Board  of  Supervisors  has 
granted  a  franchise  to  lay  pipes  and  sell  gas  in  the  county 
to  R.  E.  Easton  and  others,  representing  the  Santa  Maria 
Gas  Company,  for  $100.  They  will  extend  the  mains  from 
Santa  Maria  to  Nipomo  and  Arroyo  Grande,  then  to  San  Luis 
Obispo. 

MERCED,  CAL.— Mr.  Walthal,  commercial  agent  for  the 
San  Joaquin  Light  &  Power  Company,  has  been  in  Merced  and 
gave  out  the  information  that  a  new  gas  rate  had  been  made 
by  his  company  to  go  into  effect  at  an  early  date.  New  mains 
are  to  be  extended  to  new  houses  as  fast  as  constructed.  A 
large  number  of  the  old  mains  are  to  be  regraded. 

MILL  VALLEY,  CAL.— The  Mill  Valley  Gas  &  Electric 
Company,  recently  incorporated,  has  applied  to  the  town 
trustees  for  a  franchise  to  lay  mains  in  the  streets  of  the 
town  and  will  install  a  $100,000  gas  plant  to  supply  Sausalito 
and  this  place  with  gas.  The  directors  of  this  company  are 
Dr.  Ferdinand  Butterfield,  E.  de  Los  Magee  and  J.  Schling- 
mann. 

SAN  BERNARDINO,  CAL.— The  Board  of  Supervisors  has 
sold  a  blanket  gas  main  franchise  covering  all  county  high- 
ways in  this  county,  except  a  small  area  previously  covered 
in  the  city,  to  the  Southern  California  Gas  Co.  Work  is  to 
be  started  within  four  months  and  to  be  completed  within 
three  years.  The  central  distributing  plant  will  be  constructed 
in  this  city  with  radiating  laterals  to  many  points  in  the  val- 
ley. 

RICHMOND,  CAL. — The  contract  for  sinking  the  gas  well 
at  Richmond  and  Tunnel  avenues  in  this  city,  has  been  let  to 
D.  S.  Valentine  of  Oil  Center.  He  will  bring  his  machinery 
here  at  once  to  start  work.  The  derrick,  80  feet  high,  has 
already  been  erected  by  the  company.  Valentine  is  to  drill 
2000  feet,  and  at  this  depth,  if  the  indications  are  right  and 
the  best  flow  has  not  been  struck,  additional  machinery  will  be 
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installed  and  the  well  will  go  down  perhaps  another  thousand 
feet.  John  Nicholl,  J.  R.  Nystrom,  Contractor  Cruickshank  and 
other  local  men  are  financing  the  project. 


TRANSMISSION. 

LOS  ANGELES,  CAL. — Instructions  have  been  given  by 
the  Board  of  Supervisors  for  the  installation  of  an  electric 
power  line  between  the  Kern  River  station  of  the  Pacific 
Light  &  Power  Company,  near  Eastlake  park  and  the  county 
hospital,  to  utilize  the  50  h.p.  due  the  county  from  that  cor- 
poration. 

TUCSON,  ARIZ.— H.  A.  Smith  has  taken  steps  toward 
the  establishment  of  a  big  power  and  irrigation  project  near 
Noria,  Sonora,  which  will  furnish  power  to  four  mines  and 
smelters  and  the  town  of  Llano  and  water  for  irrigation  of 
15,000  acres.  A  reservoir  site  near  Noria  has  been  selected. 
A  flour  mill  is  also  in  contemplation  for  Llano.  Engineers  are 
at  work  on  the  project. 

LOS  ANGELES,  CAL.— Henry  C.  Huntington,  W.  G.  Kerck- 
hoff  and  A.  C.  Balch  have  launched  an  electrical  power  enter- 
prise, with  headquarters  in  Los  Angeles,  which  will  control 
practically  all  electric  power  in  the  San  Joaquin  Valley  south 
of  Fresno  and  a  large  percentage  of  that  to  be  used  in  South- 
ern California.  The  deal  involves  an  ultimate  bond  issue  of 
between  $40,000,000  and  $50,000,000;  and  the  construction  of 
one  of  the  largest  hydroelectric  power  plants  in  the  world. 

RENO,  NEV. — The  work  of  surveying  for  the  construc- 
tion of  the  new  power  and  light  plant  which  is  planned  to 
b<?  built  east  of  this  city,  is  going  on  rapidly.  The  men  behind 
the  company  are  keeping  their  identity  from  the  public,  but 
have  a  number  of  men  employed.  The  work  of  actual  con- 
struction will  soon  commence.  The  company  has  secured 
former  City  Electrician  W.  E.  Caffrey  of  Reno  as  its  chief 
electrician,  and  he  will  supervise  the  construction  of  the  plant. 
He  says  that  it  will  be  the  largest  on  the  Truckee  River  when 
completed,  and  will  develop  5000  h.p. 

FRESNO,  CAL.— According  to  G.  O.  Newman,  chief  en- 
gineer of  the  Pacific  Light  &  Power  and  the  San  Joaquin  Light 
&  Power  Companies,  who  has  come  here  after  an  inspection  of 
the  site  of  the  proposed  hydroelectric  plant  at  Big  Creek,  near 
Shaver,  that  establishment  will  supply  power  both  around 
San  Francisco  Bay  and  in  the  Los  Angeles  district.  "The 
Big  Creek  plant  will  be  the  largest  of  its  kind  in  the  United 
States,"  said  Newman,  "and  will  develop,  when  completed, 
power  representing  300,000  h.  p.  It  will  supply  power  for  a 
great  distance  both  around  San  Francisco  and  around  Los 
Angeles.  We  control  nine  plants  now  in  this  State  and  in 
Arizona,  and  could  use  more  power  even  now.  The  site  is  an 
ideal  one  for  that  purpose." 

FRESNO,  CAL.— The  first  link  in  the  chain  of  power  lines 
and  sub-stations  that  will  give  Bakersfield  and  the  West  Side 
oil  towns  additional  and  far  more  adequate  power  facilities, 
generated  at  the  Crane  Valley  plant  of  the  San  Joaquin  Light 
&  Power  Company,  is  to  be  completed  and  the  high  tension 
will  be  put  on  the  Moron  line  out  of  Bakersfield.  In  a  few 
more  days,  the  Bakersfield  transmission  line  from  Crane  Val- 
ley will  be  out  in,  and  the  big  system  will  be  working.  The 
Coalinga  power  line,  which  now  nms  out  from  Fresno  to 
the  oil  city  by  way  of  Hanford,  is  to  be  cut  out  for  a  few 
hours,  to  put  in  connections  at  the  Henrietta  sub-stations, 
west  of  Lemcore,  with  the  Bakersfield  line.  When  the  Bakers- 
field line  is  in  operation,  this  Henrietta  station  will  tap  it  and 
furnish  power  in  one  direction  to  Hanford  and  in  the  other 
to  Coalinga.  The  survey  of  the  line  to  be  run  out  over  the 
west  side  by  way  of  Dos  Palos,  Los  Banos  and  Gustine  is 
just  completed,  and  the  surveyor's  figures  were  submitted. 
Material  is  being  assembled  for  the  work  of  constructing  this 
line,  and  the  actual  work  will  begin  in  the  course  of  the  week. 


TRANSPORTATION. 

SEBASTOPOL,  CAL.— The  Board  of  Trustees  has  granted 
to  the  Petaluma  &  Santa  Rosa  Railway  Company  for  a  period 
of  50  years,  a  franchise  to  construct  a  standard  gauge  electric 
railroad  within  the  town  of  Sebastopol. 

SANTA  ROSA,  CAL. — Actual  work  of  construction  on  the 
Santa  Rosa  and  Clear  Lake  Railroad  will  be  begun  here  within 
15  days.  The  construction  will  begin  at  the  city  limits  of 
Santa  Rosa,  and  J.  W.  Barrows,  who  is  a  roadmaster  with  the 
Western  Pacific  railroad  at  Horncut,  will  come  here  and  take 
charge  of  the  construction  work.  The  road  will  be  run  out 
by  Burke's  Sanitorium,  Mark  West  Springs,  the  Petrified 
Forest  and  by  Kellogg,  at  the  site  of  the  proposed  Manual 
Training  School,  to  be  established  by  the  State.  From  there 
it  will  enter  Lake  County  and  tap  many  of  the  principal  springs 
and  watering  places  of  that  county,  while  it  will  also  reach 
Middletown,  Lower  Lake  and  Lakeport.  The  road  is  to  be  a 
narrow  gauge,  and  either  gasoline  motors  or  electricity  will  be 
used  as  motive  power. 

STO'CKTON,  CAL. — With  the  announcement  that  the  Tide- 
water and  Southern  Electric  Railway,  which  is  being  built 
between  Stockton  and  Turlock  via  Modesto,  will  begin  opera- 
tions in  October,  the  statement  was  also  given  out  of  the  gen- 
eral office  yesterday  that  negotiations  are  pending  with  the 
Western  Pacific  to  lease  the  track  of  that  line  from  Ortega, 
on  the  old  Tesla  line,  to  the  water  front  in  Stockton.  This  will 
make  it  possible  to  make  freight  shipments  from  as  far  south 
as  Turlock  to  this  point  and  thence  via  water  to  San  Fran- 
cisco, establishing  an  entirely  new  transportation  line  from 
valley  points  to  the  bay  city.  Another  consignment  of  rails 
for  the  new  road  is  due  to  Teach  French  Camp  in  a  few  days. 
Grading  is  being  rushed,  and,  as  the  road  runs  through  a  com- 
paratively level  country,  this  part  of  the  work  will  soon  be 
completed.  The  steel  bridge  across  the  Stanislaus  River  is 
also  well  under  way. 

STOCKTON,  CAL. — Contrary  to  report  emanating  from 
San  Francisco,  to  the  effect  that  the  Western  Pacific  may 
purchase  the  San  Joaquin  Valley  Electric  Railroad  as  an  en- 
tering wedge  into  the  valley,  Morris  L.  Brackett  declares  the 
electric  line  will  be  completed  as  planned  and  will  not  be 
converted  into  a  steam  road.  It  was  intimated  that  there  was 
a  probability  that  the  Western  Pacific  will  use  the  electric  line 
as  a  feeder,  but  will  not  operate  steam  trains  over  the  rails. 
The  San  Joaquin  Valley  Electric  Company  is  now  operating 
ar,  Modesto,  having  transferred  its  operations  from  French 
Camp  to  that  city  in  order  to  hold  its  franchise.  The  fact  that 
the  Stockton-Modesto  road  is  to  use  a  mile  and  a  fifth  of  the 
Western  Pacific's  tracks,  indicates  that  there  may  be  some 
agreement  between  the  two  lines.  Mr.  Brackett  states  that 
the  electric  line  will  use  the  old  coal  road  tracks  from  the 
southern  limits  of  the  city  to  the  intersection  with  the  South- 
ern Pacific. 


TELEPHONE  AND  TELEGRAPH. 

NAPA,  CAL. — The  Board  of  Supervisors  has  passed  an  or- 
dinance granting  a  franchise  to  W.  M.  Lyons,  for  a  period  of 
50  years,  to  erect  telephone  lines  in  the  county  of  Napa. 

SALT  LAKE  CITY,  Utah.— At  a  meeting  of  the  directcrs 
of  the  Rocky  Mountain  Bell  Telephone  Company  a  consolida- 
tion was  effected  with  the  Colorado  Telephone  Company  and 
the  Tri-State  Telephone  &  Telegraph  Company.  The  new  coi-- 
poration  is  to  be  henceforth  known  as  the  Mountain  States 
Telephone  &  Telegraph  Company. 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL.— Mr.  Cobbe,  head  of  the  Pacific 
Telephone  &  Telegraph  Company's  engineering  department 
with  offices  in  the  New  Montgomery  Street  Exchange,  has 
awarded  the  contract  for  the  construction  of  the  new  building 
for  the  company  in  Spokane  to  H.  J.  Skinner  of  that  city  on 
his  bid  of  $98,000.  The  structure  will  be  of  the  class-A  type 
and  will  house  the  company's  main  office  in  Spokane.     The 
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plans  for  a  three-story  and  basement  brick  structure  for  the 
same  purposes,  which  is  to  be  erected  in  Los  Angeles,  are  com- 
plete and  figures  for  the  construction  are  being  taken.  The 
Los  Angeles  work  will  cost  about  $35,000.  The  next  building 
which  will  come  up  for  figures  will  be  the  Fresno  exchange. 


WATERWORKS. 

GLADSTONE,  ORE.— This  place  will  vote  on  a  bond 
issue  of  $20,000  for  the  construction  of  a  water  system. 

OCEAN  PARK,  CAL.— Joe  Shatuck  of  Los  Angeles, 
who  has  the  contract  for  laying  water  mains  for  the  munici- 
pal water  plant,  under  the  recent  bond  issue,  will  commence 
work  at  once. 

YERINGTON,  NEV.— The  Council  has  passed  a  resolu- 
tion authorizing  the  Mayor  and  Clerk  to  sign  up  an  agree- 
ment with  Engineer  Green  to  begin  surveys  for  a  municipal 
water  system  as  soon  as  possible. 

PRESCOTT,  ARIZ. — The  business  men  of  the  city  have 
begun  a  well  organized  effort  to  secure  a  better  and  less 
expense  water  supply  for  the  city.  The  council  has  been 
asked  to  appropriate  a  sum  for  drilling  an  experimental  well. 

SPOKANE,  WASH. — Plans  have  been  ordered  prepared 
by  Commissioner  Fassett  for  laying  a  new  main  line  into 
the  north  hill  district  from  the  up-river  pumping  station  at 
a  cost  of  $130,000  for  the  relief  of  the  north  Hill  water  short- 
age. 

RIVERSIDE,  CAL. — Tihe  committee  appointed  by  the 
Mayor  to  investigate  the  matter  of  municipal  ownership  of 
the  water  system,  reported  in  favor  of  the  purchase  of  the 
Riverside  Water  Company,  the  Artesia  and  Kees  plants.  The 
estimated  cost  of  the  proposed  purchase  is  $850,000. 

ELMA,  WASH. — The  water  ordinances  providing  for 
the  issuance  of  $10,000  in  bonds  for  the  extension  of  the 
waterworks  system  and  for  a  special  election  to  be  held 
on  July  26th,  to  give  the  citizens  an  opportunity  to  reject 
or  accept  the  issue,  has  been  passed  by  the  council. 

LOS  ANGELES,  CAL. — Workmen  are  now  clearing  and 
Improving  the  Tejunga  orange  site  in  San  Fernando  val- 
ley, recently  placed  on  the  market  by  George  C.  Peckham 
Company.  Large  pipes  will  be  used  for  conveying  water 
to  this  land  from  a  canyon  three  miles  away.  The  con- 
tract for  concrete  pipe  for  irrigating  the  land  has  been 
awarded  at  $6500.  Plans  are  being  prepared  for  a  concrete 
reservoir  with  228,000  gallon  capacity. 

RICHMOND,  CAL.— The  United  Properties  Company  is 
beginning  to  turn  its  attention  toward  Richmond  and  take 
up  its  plans  for  development  here.  The  survey  for  the  dou- 
ble tracking  of  the  electric  railroad  from  the  county  line 
has  been  completed  as  far  as  Twenty-third  street  and  Mac- 
donald  avenue  and  will  be  carried  along  Macdonald  avenue 
to   the   Santa   Fe   station.     As   soon   as   Ashland   avenue,   the 


big,  new  connecting  tlioroughfare,  is  completed,  the  line  will 
lie  double  tracked  across  it  and  extended  to  the  Standard 
Oil  works,  now  reached   by  a   single  track. 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL.— Just  as  the  city  is  aliout  to 
close  the  option  with  William  Ham  Hall  and  the  Tuolumne 
Water  Supply  Company  and  acquire  the  Cherry  Creek  water 
rights  and  properties  of  the  Lake  Eleanor  system  for  $652,- 
000  an  effectual  block  to  the  transaction  is  applied  with  the 
filing  of  a  suit  to  quiet  title  to  the  properties  in  question 
by  the  National  Park  Electric  Power  Co.  The  suit  has  been 
biought  in  Sonora,  county  seat  of  Tuolumne  County,  and 
names  the  city  and  county  of  San  Francisco  as  co-defend- 
ants with  William  Ham  Hall  and  the  Tuolumne  company. 
The  National  Park  Electric  Power  Company  claims  prior 
title  to  all  of  Hall's  claims  in  Cherry  Creek.  Judge  J.  P. 
O'Brien  and  Milton  S.  Hamilton  are  the  attorneys  for  the 
National  Park  Company.  In  discussing  the  suit  Judge 
O'Brien  declared  that  the  rights  of  the  National  Park  Com- 
pany include  all  of  the  rights  which  are  offered  to  the  city 
by  Hall.  The  suit  is  merely  a  case  to  quiet  title  to  the  prop- 
erties and  in  itself  will  not  act  as  an  injunction  restraining 
the  payment  of  the  $652,000  to  Hall  and  his  company,  but  it 
is  expected  that  a  taxpayers'  suit  will  be  filed  to  effect  such 
an  injunction. 

SUMAS,  WASH.— This  city  has  made  a  10-year  contract 
with  the  British  Columbia  Electric  Railway  Company,  or  its 
subsidiary  power  concern,  for  furnishing  power  to  the  city 
of  Sumas,  as  the  result  of  a  recent  election  in  that  town. 
The  company  will  merely  furnish  the  current,  the  power 
and  lighting  question  within  the  city  of  Sumas  being  en- 
tirely in  the  hands  of  a  civic  body  appointed  for  the  purpose. 
This  incident  is  of  interest  as  it  is  stated  to  be  the  first 
time  that  the  British  Columbia  Electric  Railway  Company 
has  supplied  power  without  the  borders  of  the  Dominion 
and  in  view  of  the  agreement  between  the  United  States 
and  Canada  regarding  transmission  of  power  across  the 
border. 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL.— Plans  have  been  prepared  by 
the  Pacific  Gas  &  Electric  Company  to  develop  an  additional 
71,000  hydroelectric  horsepower  at  a  cost  of  about  $10,000,- 
000.  The  additional  capacity  will  bring  the  company's  total 
horsepower  up  to  260,000,  including  steam  plants  of  over  96,- 
000  horsepower.  The  company  now  serves  about  33,000 
square  miles  in  Central  California  and  has  about  1100  miles 
of  high  transmission  lines.  The  plans  provide  for  the  erec- 
tion of  a  dam  in  the  canyon  of  the  South  Yuba  River,  which 
will  increase  the  present  water  storage  from  fifteen  lakes 
in  Nevada  and  Placer  counties  by  2,500,000,000  cubic  feet. 
Two  plants  will  be  constructed:  the  first,  having  a  head  of 
1647  feet,  will  develop  50,000  horsepower;  the  second,  which 
v^ill  use  the  water  again,  will  have  a  fall  of  750  feet  with 
a  capacity  of  21,000  horsepower.  The  overflow  of  water 
is   then   used  for   irrigation   purposes. 


Do  Not  Confuse 

AUis-Chalmers  Pumps  with  the  cheap  centrifugal 
pumps  that  are  sold  for  ordinary  purposes. 

Allis- Chalmers  Centrifugal  Pumps 

are  correctly  designed  and  give  high  elticiency  in  operation 
and  are  so  constructed  mechanically  that  they  are  reliable 
and  durable  in  continuous  service. 
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Transformers  For  Large  Power  Installations 

The  ability  of  G.  E.  Transformers  to  meet  the  special  require- 
ments for  large  power  service  is  evidenced  by  the  following 
equipments  recently  built  by  the  General  Electric  Company: 


The  Largest  KVA  capacity  ever  assembled 
in  one  tank  is  represented  by  the  three 
phase  water  cooled  14,000  KVA,  100,000 
volt  primary,  6,600  volt  secondary  trans- 
formers built  for  the  Shawinigan  Power 
Company,  of  Shawinigan  Falls,  Canada. 

This  cut  shows  one  of 
the  25  cycle,  three  phase 
water  cooled  transform- 
ers rated  WCT-25-10000 
KVA  70,000  volts  pri- 
mary, 11,000  volts  sec- 
ondary, recently  fur- 
nished the  Pennsylvania 
Water  &  Power  Co., 
McCall  Ferry,  Pa. 


The  Highest  Voltage  Transformers  ever 
furnished  for  commercial  power  transmis- 
sion are  the  single  phase,  water  cooled 
3000,  KVA  transformers  built  for  the 
Eastern  Michigan  Power  Company,  Flint, 
Mich.  These  transformers  were  designed 
for  a  primary  voltage  of 
140,000  delta  and  a  sec- 
ondary voltage  of  22000. 

G.  E.  oil  cooled,  water 
cooled  and  air  blast 
transformers  are  avail- 
able in  all  practical 
sizes. 

Further  information  on 
request. 


General  Electric  Company 

Largest  Electrical  Manufacturer  in  the  World 

Principal  Office,  Schenectady,  N.  Y. 
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UNITED  RAILROADS'  ABANDONMENT  OF  STEAM 


On   June    18,    1911,    the    United    Railroads   began  place  of  the  original  vertical  engines,  they  were  rebuilt 

operating  its  cable  plant  at   Alason   and   Washington  in  1893  to  handle  the  longer  ropes  made  necessary  by 

streets    by    electricity.     This    event    marked    the    final  extensions  of  the  system.     At  that  time  their  cylin- 

abandonment  of  steam  power  by  this  company,  as  its  ders  were  enlarged  to  their  present  size  24  in.  by  48  in. 


Fig.   1. 


Giant  Morse  Chain-Drive   of  the  United  Railroads.     This  is  the  Largest  of  Its  Kind 
on  the  Coast  and  Next  to   the   I-.argest    in    the    World. 


remaining  cable  ]3lants — those  of  the  Castro  and  Pacific 
Avenue  lines,  have  been  operated  by  motors  for  several 
years. 

The  engines  which  the  electric  motor  has  re- 
placed at  this  plant  have  had  an  interesting  history. 
Erected  by  the  Risdon  Iron  Works  in  1888  to  take  the 


The  catastrophe  of  1906  buried  them  completely  from 
sight,  but  they  were  excavated,  overhauled  by  their 
original  builders,  the  Risdon  Iron  Works,  and  set  going 
again.  For  many  months  they  ran  in  the  open  air 
with  no  protection  save  a  flimsy  canvas  roof. 

The  steam  plant  consisted  of  twin  horizontal  en- 
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gines  coupled  to  the  same  main  shaft,  each  engine  hav- 
ing 250  horsepower,  making  a  total  of  500  horsepower. 
The  friction  load  of  the  cable  and  road  machinery,  w4th 
no  cars  on  the  line,  amounted  to  320  h.p.  The  friction 
load  of  the  engine  itself  including  cylinders,  shafting, 
fly  wheel,  gears,  pinions  and  winders,  amounted  to  40 
h.p.  Operating  conditions  require  that  the  plant  run 
continuously  for  20  hours  and  14  minutes  per  day, 
year  in  and  year  out.  In  order  to  bring  the  engines 
to  a  stop  in  case  of  emergency,  the  fly  wheel — 16  ft. 


imperative.  In  order  to  save  the  high  cost  of  con- 
verting machinery,  alternating  current  was  specified, 
this  form  of  power  being  the  most  available  at  this 
location. 

The  first  serious  problem  encountered,  after  the 
preliminary  investigations  were  complete,  was  that  of 
transmission.  In  order  to  leave  adequate  space  for 
making  repairs  to  the  cables,  the  smallest  motor  avail- 
able was  necessary.  The  bulk  and  high  cost  of  a  slow 
speed   motor  made  its  use  practically  impossible ;  on 


Fig. 


HAHDH/OOPBlZflKE 
BIOCK  IZVAa'S£T 
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ATI!£LEA5E 

2.     Floor    Plan    and 
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Elevation     of    Washington     and   Mason   Street  Power  House. 
Solid   Lines  Show  New  Work  Required  by  Motor  Drive. 


Dotted  Lines  Show  Old  Work. 


in  diameter  and  weighing  22  tons — was  equipped  with 
a  hand  operated  band  brake  acting  on  about  1/3  of  the 
circumference. 

In  designing  the  motor  to  replace  these  engines 
the  operating  conditions  above  described  had  to  be 
met  in  every  particular.  In  addition,  to  allow  for 
repairs  to  the  cables  it  was  necessary  that  the  motor 
be  capable  of  being  operated  in  either  direction  at 
half  speed  as  well  as  full  speed,  under  full  load.  It 
was  required  that  the  motor  run  for  Yz  hour  at  the 
former  speed.  A  constant  rope  speed  of  9.451  miles 
per  hour  with  the  absolute  minimum  of  variation,  was 


the  other  hand,  a  high  speed  motor  required  a  very 
large  speed  reduction.  All  the  ordinary  methods  of 
transmission,  such  as  belts  and  ropes,  were  found  to 
be  impracticable  under  the  required  conditions.  After 
exhaustive  investigations  the  field  narrowed  down  to 
two  methods — either  a  gear  or  a  chain  drive.  Finally, 
on  account  of  its  noiselessness,  low  maintenance  cost 
and  high  efficiency,  a  Morse  chain  was  chosen. 

The  installation  as  shown  in  Fig.  2  consists  of  one 
General  Electric  1-18-600  h.p.-400  r.p.m.-400  volts. 
Form  M,  induction  motor,  with  master  controller  and 
contactors,  and  a  set  of  12  cast  iron  grid  rheostats, 
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the  motor  being  mounted  on  a  sliding  base  for  adjust- 
nient  of  the  transmission  chain.  Power  is  brought  to 
the  building  at  11,000  volts,  passing  through  a  set  of 
air  cooled  step-down  transformers  which  reduce  it  to 
440  volts.  These  transformers  were  taken  from  the 
sub-station  at  Turk  and  Fillmore  streets,  where  they 
were  used  previous  to  the  installation  of  modern  motor 
generator  sets  at  that  point.  They  are  cooled  by  two 
Sirocco  No.  4  fans,  each  fan  being  operated  by  a  G.E. 
440  volt  1^  h.p.  a.c.  motor.  These  fans  and  part  of 
the  switchboard  equipment  are  the  only  new  material 
vised  on  this  part  of  the  work. 


I.     Front  View  of  Relays,  Switchboard,  Contactors 
and    Cast    Iron    Grid    Resistance. 

The  motor  shaft  carries  the  sprocket  for  the  Morse 
chain;  this  sprocket  contains  23  teeth,  is  15.04  in. 
in  diameter,  with  34  in.  face,  made  of  semi-steel.  The 
transmission  link  consists  of  two  Morse  Silent  Chains, 
each  16  ft.  wide,  with  2  in.  pitch.  This  drives  a 
sprocket  on  the  main  shaft  having  an  outside  diameter 
of  74.87  in.  with  117  teeth,  giving  a  speed  reduction 
of  approximately  5  to  1.  This  chain  is  the  largest  on 
the  Pacific  Coast  and  the  second  largest  in  the  world. 
In  addition  to  the  high  speed  ratio,  the  distance  be- 
tween sprocket  centres  10  ft. — is  unusually  small. 

The  large  sprocket  drives  a  main  shaft  carrying  a 
herring  bone  pinion  42  in.  pitch  diameter,  4  in.  cir- 
cular pitch,  33  teeth,  which  meshes  into  the  twin  gears 
of  the  winders.  These  gears  have  a  pitch  diameter  of 
14  ft.,  with  132  teeth.  On  the  same  shafts  with  these 
gears  are  the  winders  which  carry  the  cable.  These 
winders  have  a  diameter  varying  from  13  ft.  9  in.  to 
13  ft.  6  in.  due  to  the  wear  on  the  wooden  lining  of 
the  grooves.  The  main  shaft  carries  a  fly  wheel  16  ft. 
in  diameter  weighing  22  tons,  which  is  a  duplicate  of 
the  fly  wheel  used  b^  the  steam  plant.  This  fly  wheel 
if,  acted  on  directly  by  a  specially  designed  air  brake, 
shown  in  Fig.  5.  All  the  foregoing  equipment,  with 
the  exception  of  the  motor,  chain  and  sprockets,  was 
second-hand,  being  part  of  the  original  plant  or  taken 
from  abandoned  plants  owned  by  the  company. 

The  brake  consists  of  a  hardwood  block  4  ft.  long 
and  12  in.  wide,  cut  to  the  same  radius  as  the  fly  wheel, 
havi-ng  a  minimum  thickness  of  12  in.  This  block, 
when  in  action,  bears  directly  against  the  face  of  the 
fly  wheel,  being  actuated  by  an  eccentric  lever  con- 
nected to  an  air  cylinder.  The  air  cylinder  carries  a 
pressure  of  80  lbs.  per  square  inch,  with  a  diameter 
of  7  in.,  giving  a  pressure  on  the  brake  lever  of  3078 
lbs.;  as  the  levers  have  a  ratio  of  at  least  12  to  1,  this 
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4.     Transformer    Gallery    Showing    Oil    Switches, 
Operating  Lever   and   Blowers. 


gives  a  braking  pressure  at  the  rim  of  the  fly  wheel  of 
37,000  lbs.  By  actual  test  this  brake  has  brought  the 
cable  to  a  full  stop  in  12  seconds.  The  best  time  ob- 
tainable with  the  hand  brake  was  20  seconds.  This  is 
of  great  service  in  catching  a  broken  strand  before  it 
gets  out  of  the  power  house.  All  the  air  equipment 
described  is  identical  with  that  used  on  the  electric 
cars  of  the  company,  the  brake  being  applied  through 
an  ordinary  engineer's  valve  located  beside  the  con- 
troller. 

To  allow  for  emergencies  the  steam  engines  are 
held  in  reserve,  it  being  possible  to  disconnect  the 
motor  by  throwing  out  the  33  tooth  pinion  and  to  con- 
nect the  engines  by  throwing  in  a  similar  pinion  at  the 
steam  end. 

In  operating  the  steam  plant  the  cost  per  rated  en- 
gine h.p.  hour  was  64  mills.  With  the  electric  plant 
the  cost  per  rated  motor  h.p.  hour  is  58  mills.  The 
comparative  cost  of  lubrication  cannot  as  yet  be  accu- 
rately determined,  as  the  motor  has  not  been  in  opera- 
tion for  a  suft'icient  time,  but  a  considerable  saving  in 
favor  of  the  motor  is  expected. 


Pig.  5.  General  View  of  Motor,  Morse  Chain,  and 
Driving  Sprocket.  The  Motor  Shown  has  by  Actual  Test 
Brought  the  Cable  Ropes  from  Complete  Rest  to  Full 
Speed    in    40    Seconds. 

On  account  of  the  more  uniform  speed  of  the 
motor,  the  wear  on  the  rope  has  been  greatly  reduced 
and  its  life  correspondingly  lengthened.     The  same  is 
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true  of  the  wear  on  the  grips.  The  steam  engine,  under 
a  sudden  increase  of  load,  used  to  speed  up  and  liter- 
ally "chase"  the  cable  until  the  governor  acted,  pro- 
ducing the  surging  and  jerking  of  the  cable  that  proved 
the  chief  objection  to  this  form  of  traction. 

The  constant  speed  of  the  motor  has  several  ad- 
vantages in  addition  to  those  of  a  purely  economic  na- 
ture. The  smooth  operation  has  added  greatly  to  the 
comfort  of  travel  on  the  cable  lines,  has  permitted  a 
more  rapid  service  and  has  enabled  the  cars  to  main- 
tain the  exact  schedule  during  rush  hours — a  thing 
hitherto  impossible. 


out  trouble,  bringing  the  ropes  from  complete  rest  to 
full  speed  in  40  seconds. 

The  motor  drives  the  entire  cable  system  operating 
on  Powell,  Mason,  Clay,  Sacramento,  Washington  and 
Jackson  streets.  This  consists  of  five  1J4  in.  wire 
ropes  of  variable  lengths,  having  a  total  length  of  12.26 
miles,  with  a  net  weight  of  162  tons,  operating  a  maxi- 
mum of  32  cars. 

We  are  indebted  for  the  information  contained  in 
this  article  to  B.  P.  Legare,  engineer  of  maintenance 
of  way  and  construction  for  the  United  Railroads.  The 
entire  layout  was  designed  and  installed  by  W.  B.  Far- 


Fig.  6".      View   of  Friction   Clutcli.     But  Twelve   Seconds    Required    to    Bring   System    to    Standstill. 


In  excavating  for  the  foundations  of  the  main  driv- 
ing shaft  of  the  motor  plant  the  brick  foundations  and 
anchor  bolts  of  the  original  vertical  engines  were  en- 
countered. As  they  were  in  excellent  condition  new 
threads  were  cut  on  the  old  bolts  and  collars  fitted 
oyer  them,  which  in  turn  engaged  the  anchor  bolts  of 
the  shaft  bearings.  The  collars  and  bolts  were  then 
embedded  in  concrete,  forming  a  very  satisfactory 
foundation. 

;  For  the  first  two  days  of  motor  operation  the  steam 
plant  was  not  disconnected,  for  fear  of  a  break  down. 
This  added  to  the  ordinary  load  on  the  motor,  the 
entire  friction  load  of  the  steam  plant  with  its  fly 
wheel  and  gears,  as  well  as  considerable  resistance  due 
to!  the  back  pressure  of  air  in  the  cylinders.  In  spite 
of  this  handicap  the  electric  plant  worked  with  com- 
plete smoothness  from  the  start.  After  about  three 
weeks  operation  the  plant  was  shut  down  for  10  min- 
utes at  3  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  to  permit  lubrication 
experts  to  examine  the  chain.  This  made  it  necessary 
for  the  motor  to  start  the  entire  system,  under  full 
load,  from  a  dead  stop.    It  accomplished  this  feat  with- 


low,   chief   draughtsman   of  the   department   of  main- 
tenance of  way  and  construction. 


ENGINEERING  APPLICATION   OF  BAMBOO 
WOOD. 

In  Java  the  Government  engineers  have  recently 
constructed  a  road  bridge,  more  than  100  feet  long, 
with  a  central  span  of  over  60  feet,  entirely  of  bamboo. 
The  road  bed  is  composed  of  bamboo  matting,  which 
will  be  covered  with  a  layer  of  di'y  earth.  In  profile 
the  bridge  resembles  a  steel  structure,  but  all  the 
members  are  bamboo  rods.  It  is  estimated  that  such 
a  bridge  should  be  good  for  10  or  15  years.  There  are 
two  kinds  of  bamboo  used  in  building  and  cabinet- 
making  in  the  East — one  having  solid  and  the  other 
hollow  stems.  The  solid,  seen  in  Japanese  furniture, 
is  much  smaller  than  the  hollow,  but  both  belong  to  the 
same  species.  In  the  construction  of  bamboo  houses 
no  nails  are  used.  The  parts  are  bound  together  with 
lashings  formed  from  the  skin  of  the  bamboo  itself. 
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NECESSARY  AMENDMENTS  TO   MINERAL 
LAWS.i 

BY    G.    0.     SMITH.  ^ 

The  increasing  share  which  the  L'nited  States 
Geological  Survey  has  been  asked  to  take  in  the  public 
land  administration  by  the  Interior  Department  has 
brought  many  of  the  problems  connected  with  the 
public  land  laws  more  directly  to  the  attention  of  those 
charged  with  the  work  of  this  bureau.  For  over  thirty 
years,  however,  these  problems  have  interested  the 
Surve}^  geologists  who  have  had  exceptional  oppor- 
tunities for  first-hand  observation  in  nearly  all  the  im- 
portant mining  districts  of  the  country,  and  for  almost 
as  long  a  period  the  engineers  of  the  Survey  have  been 
in  touch  with  the  irrigation  and  power  developments 
in  the  public  land  States.  This  intimate  experience 
with  both  field  conditions  and  administrative  problems 
justifies  an  expression  of  opinion  which  may  be  ap- 
propriate to  this  occasion. 

The  objects  to  be  sought  by  amendment  of  the 
public  land  laws  are,  first,  purposeful  and  economical 
development  of  resources  for  which  there  is  present 
demand  with  retention  of  such  control  as  may  insure 
against  unnecessary  waste  or  excessive  charges  to  the 
consumer,  and  second,  the  reservation  of  title  in  the 
people  of  all  resources  the  utilization  of  which  is  con- 
jectural, or  the  need  of  which  at  least  is  not  immediate. 
The  means  that  are  essential  to  the  attainment  of  these 
objects  are,  first,  the  classification  of  the  public  lands, 
second  the  separation  of  surface  and  mineral  rights, 
and  third,  the  disposition  of  the  lands  on  terms  that 
will  secure  the  highest  use,  enforce  development  and 
protect  the  public  interest.  Legislation  based  on 
these  principles  will  not  only  secure  the  positive  ben- 
efits of  immediate  utilization  but  will  also  avoid  the 
evils  of  speculative  holdings  of  lands  by  fictitious  use 
or  by  admitted  nonuse,  for  the  future  enjoyment  of 
the  unearned  increment  or  of  the  profits  of  monopo- 
lization. With  actual  development  made  a  condition 
of  possession,  and  with  land  classification  and  separa- 
tion of  estates  made  preliminaries  of  disposition,  the 
present  day  utilization  by  individuals  or  corporations 
and  the  reservation  to  the  people  for  future  use  be- 
come at  once  possible  without  conflict  of  interests. 

The  classification  of  the  public  land  is  essential 
to  the  administration  of  not  only  such  laws  as  express 
the  principle  of  separation  but  also  of  those  whose 
purpose  is  to  promote  the  highest  use  of  the  land. 
Land  classification  is  first  of  all  the  determination 
of  the  best  use  to  which  each  particular  portion  of 
the  public  domain  can  be  put,  and  by  the  organic  act 
of  March  3,  1879,  this  dutv  was  specifically  imposed 
upon  the  Director  of  the  Geological  Survey. 

Under  the  withdrawal  act  of  June  25,  1910,  classi- 
fication is  made  possible  in  advance  of  disposition  and 
disposition  can  be  postponed  to  await  needed  legis- 
lation. 

The  second  step,  both  in  principle  and  practice, 
appears  to  be  that  of  making  possible  by  legislation 
the  separation  of  surface  and  mineral  rights  whenever 
the  two  estates  have  values  which  can  be  separately 

'Ahstrartpd  from  on  afldrpso  at  the  Twpntv-first  Anniver- 
Barv  of  thp  Michig-an  .School  of  Mines,  TTonprhton.  Mich.,  AuffUSt 
n,    1911, 

Director    of    TJ,    S,    G.    S.  ,  ^ 


Utilized.  A  notable  advance  in  public  land  legislation 
was  the  passage  of  the  acts  of  March  3,  1909,  and  June 
22,  1910,  which  provide  that  patents  issued  there- 
under grant  title  to  the  surface  of  the  land  only  and 
thus  permit  the  agricultural  development  while  at  the 
same  time  the  United  States  retains  title  to  the  under- 
lying coal  deposits. 

On  the  subject  of  waterpovver  legislation  the 
position  of  the  Geological  Survey  is  essentially  that 
set  forth  in  January  of  this  year  in  a  report  addressed 
to  the  Secretaries  of  the  Interior  and  of  Agriculture 
by  a  joint  committee  representing  the  two  Depart- 
ments. The  legislation  there  outlined  would  provide 
for  lease  of  public  and  reserved  lands  of  the  United 
States  valuable  for  waterpower  development  for  a 
fixed  term,  not  to  exceed  50  years,  with  moderate 
charges  for  use  and  occupancy  of  the  land,  and  re- 
vocable only  upon  breach  of  conditions  or  on  account 
of  the  charge  of  excessive  rates  to  consumers.  These 
leases  should  be  identical  in  terms,  whatever  the  De- 
partment under  which  they  are  granted,  with  joint  and 
uniform  regulations  governing  all  matters  relating 
to  waterpower  development  of  land  belonging  to  the 
United  States.  Provision  should  also  be  made  for 
periodic  and  equitable  readjustment  of  charges,  trans- 
fer of  lease,  preferential  rights  to  renewal,  and  com- 
pensation for  improvements  at  the  termination  of  the 
leasehold.  The  law  should  specifically  recognize 
waterpower  use  as  dominant  and  both  insure  to  the 
lessee  undisturbed  occupancy  of  the  land  needed  for 
such  use  and  reserve  for  future  utilization  all  the  land 
believed  to  possess  value  for  waterpower  development, 
these  lands  to  be  designated  by  the  President  but  to 
be  open  to  other  entry  subject  to  this  reserved  right 
wherever  separation  of  the  waterpower  use  and  other 
use  is  possible. 

The  chief  advantage  of  land  withdrawal  and  clas- 
sification lies  in  the  essential  relation  to  the  principle 
of  proper  disposition  of  the  public  domain,  the  real 
purpose  of  public  land  administration  being  to  secure 
such  reservation  or  disposal  of  the  people's  land  as  will 
assure  its  highest  use.  The  question  of  amendment 
of  the  present  laws  relating  to  the  disposition  of  coal, 
oil,  gas,  and  phosphate  deposits  on  the  public  domain 
is  recognized  as  fairly  before  the  public  by  the  spe- 
cific mention  of  these  minerals  in  the  Withdrawal  Act. 

The  coal  land  law  is  unquestionably  the  most  sat- 
isfactory of  the  present  mineral  land  laws  in  that  it 
admits  of  the  placing  of  an  adequate  valuation  upon 
the  deposits,  and  in  the  administration  of  this  law  the 
purpose  is  not  only  to  base  the  appraisal  price  upon 
the  quantity  and  quality  of  the  coal  present  and  to 
give  consideration  to  every  known  physical  and  com- 
mercial factor  affecting  the  value  of  the  deposits  but 
also  to  make  the  selling  price  approach  as  nearly  n?.  pos- 
sible the  present  purchase  of  a  royalty  under  a  lease- 
hold. Thereby  it  is  intended  to  permit  purchase  for 
immediate  development  and  at  the  same  time  to  pre- 
vent or  at  least  discourage  purchase  for  long-time  in- 
vestment or  for  monopolization.  So  many  factors, 
however,  require  consideration  that  an  ideal  adjust- 
ment of  the  values  is  well  nigh  unattainable  for  many 
if  not  for  most  coal  lands,  and  on  this  account  a  strong 
argument  may  be  made  for  support  of  the  lease  over 
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the  sale  system.  Under  leasehold  it  would  be  com- 
paratively eas}^  so  to  adjust  the  relationship  between 
ground  rental  and  royalty  as  to  prevent  the  acquisi- 
tion of  coal  deposits  until  such  time  as  their  develop- 
ment should  be  profitable.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is 
possible,  under  the  present  law,  and  it  is  the  policy  in 
its  administration,  to  readjust  the  prices  from  time  to 
time,  either  by  reduction  to  encourage  development 
in  special  cases  or,  more  commonly,  by  raising  the 
price  on  account  of  increased  value  due  to  new  dis- 
coveries or  to  changed  commercial  conditions.  Hardly 
less  important,  moreover,  is  the  better  control  possi- 
ble under  a  lease  system,  although  against  the  advan- 
tage of  such  control  must  be  weighed  the  cost  of  Fed- 
eral management  and  the  possibilities  of  inefficient 
administration  or  even  maladministration.  The  pres- 
ent coal  land  law,  however^  has  one  serious  defect, 
which  should  be  remedied  if  a  leasing  law  is  not  en- 
acted. The  restriction  of  area  that  may  legally  be 
acquired  to  a  maximum  of  160  acres  for  an  individual 
and  640  acres  for  an  association  is  not  in  accord  with 
good  mining  practice.  The  fixed  charges  on  the  cost 
of  a  modern  coal  mine,  provided  with  the  up-to-date 
equipment  necessary  to  conserve  life  and  property  and 
to  assure  maximum  recovery  are  too  high  to  be 
assessed  against  the  tonnage  of  so  limited  a  tract, 
especially  if  the  coal  seam  is  of  moderate  thickness. 
A  law  designed  to  promote  the  practical  utilization 
of  coal  deposits,  whether  the  system  contemplates 
sale  or  lease,  must  provide  for  the  holding  of  a  large 
enough  unit  to  permit  the  opening  and  equipment  of 
a  modern  mine  and  to  warrant  its  operation  on  an 
economical  scale.  Without  such  provision  for  com- 
mercial operation  too  great  an  advantage  is  secured 
to  the  land-grant  railroads  and  large  coal  companies 
already  in  possession  of  considerable  areas  of  high- 
grade   coal. 

The  most  urgent  need  of  legislation  for  the  dis- 
position of  mineral  deposits  is  in  the  case  of  oil  and 
gas.  It  is  most  apparent  that  the  placer  law,  which  is 
none  too  well  adapted  to  meet  modern  conditions  in 
mining  placer  gold,  is  wholly  inadequate  as  a  method 
of  dealing  with  public  oil  lands,  inasmuch  as  the  dis- 
covery of  oil  is  a  late  stage  in  the  exploration  and 
development  of  the  land  claimed  under  the  law.  Thus, 
large  expenditures,  extending  over  several  months, 
if  not  years,  are  necessary  before  any  right  is  acquired 
against  the  Government,  and  during  all  this  time  there 
is  lacking  any  legal  protection  of  the  oil  prospector 
against  unscrupulous  claimants  or  competitors  better 
backed  by  capital.  The  need  for  remedial  oil  legisla- 
tion is  somewhat  less  acute  than  it  was  a  year  ago,  by 
reason  of  the  passage  of  the  act  approved  March  2, 
1911,  the  efifect  of  which  is  to  validate  a  class  of  claims 
which,  while  clouded  by  the  construction  which  the 
Department  was  forced  to  place  upon  the  misfit  placer 
law,  under  which  title  to  oil  lands  must  now  be  made, 
were  bona  fide  in  that  the  inception  of  their  develop- 
ment antedated  the  oil  land  withdrawals.  This  enact- 
ment was  in  accord  with  the  spirit  of  the  withdrawal 
act,  which  provides  for  the  protection  of  equities 
already  established. 

The  need  for  a  better  law  is,  however,  imperative 
and  the  legislative  action  demanded  by  the  situation 
should  not  be  limited  to   an   attempt  to  revamp  the 


general  placer  law  but  should  be  the  enactment  of 
an  altogether  new  measure,  especially  adapted  to  pro- 
•\-ide  for  the  sane  and  equitable  development  of  this 
industry  in  the  future.  First,  the  new  law  should  au- 
thorize the  issue  of  exploratory  permits,  granting  to 
individuals  or  associations  the  exclusive  privilege  of 
occupation,  the  sole  condition  of  such  a  grant  being 
diligent  and  adequate  prosecution  of  development 
work,  measured  by  the  expenditure  of  fixed  sums 
within  certain  periods,  with  possibly  the  payment  of 
a  small  fee  to  the  Government  in  lieu  of  such  expen- 
diture during  the  first  six  months.  The  issue  of  this 
permit  should  preferably  be  limited  to  one  to  each 
citizen  or  association  of  citizens,  although  after  the 
lapse  or  surrender  of  such  a  permit  the  former  holder 
should  be  allowed  to  again  apply  for  an  exploratory 
permit.  In  the  second  place,  the  law  should  provide 
that  upon  discovery,  the  holder  of  the  permit  be  given  a 
leasehold  title  with  a  royalty  varied  to  meet  local  and 
actual  conditions.  The  "wild-catter,"  or  prospector  in 
unproved  cotintry,  whether  such  unproved  territory  is 
classified  on  geological  evidence  as  oil  land  or  not, 
should  be  given  special  privilege  to  offset  his  greater 
risk.  This  privilege  might  take  the  form  of  an  in- 
creased acreage,  held  both  under  permit  and  under 
lease,  or  a  practical  exemption  from  the  payment  of 
royalty,  merely  a  nominal  rental  being  charged  under 
the  lease.  The  chief  advantage  of  the  leasehold  for 
oil  over  a  fee  simple  title  lies  in  the  prevention  of  mo- 
nopolization through  large  holdings.  Such  large  hold- 
ings without  production  would  be  guarded  against  by 
a  ground  rental  sufficiently  high  to  discourage  the  ac- 
quisition of  lands  except  for  immediate  and  continued 
development,  although  provision  should  also  be  made 
in  the  lease  for  surrender  under  terms  which  would 
protect  the  Government.  This  indirect  control  of  de- 
velopment would  be  preferable  to  the  direct  enforce- 
ment, by  forfeiture,  of  continuous  production,  which 
should  be  avoided  because  of  the  danger  of  disturl'-- 
ing  the  delicate  equilibrium  between  supply  and 
demand.  Transfers  of  interest,  under  either  permit  or 
lease,  should  be  permitted  because  of  the  absolute 
necessity  in  most  instances  of  securing  capital  for 
both  drilling  and  operating  an  oil  well.  The  law, 
however,  should  set  forth  the  purpose  of  such  control 
of  transfer,  which  would  be  to  provide  protection  for 
the  original  locators,  most  of  them  men  of  small  • 
means,  and  more  especially  to  secure  the  prohibition 
of  too  large  holdings  of  Government  leases  by  big 
companies. 

AVhatever  the  details  that  may  characterize  this 
or  that  amendment  to  the  public  land  laws,  the  essen- 
tials to  be  sought  are  development  of  those  resources 
for  which  there  is  present  need  and  the  protection 
of  the  other  resources  for  which  there  is  no  immediate 
demand.  To  this  end  the  lawmakers  in  my  opinion 
should  concern  themselves  more  in  retaining  such  con- 
trol as  will  prevent  either  nonuse  on  the  one  hand  or 
waste  on  the  other,  than  in  devising  means  of  increas- 
ing the  public  land  receipts  by  heavy  royalties  on  the 
producing  coal  mine  or  hydroelectric  plant.  Tax  in- 
stead the  idle  property.  Through  the  full  development 
of  the  mineral  industry,  the  nation  can  secure  indirect 
benefits  far  in  excess  of  any  direct  profits  in  the  form 
of  fees  or  rayalties. 
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TEST  OF  FIRE   ALARM   SYSTEM   RECENTLY 

INSTALLED   AT   THE  PRESIDIO 

HOSPITAL. 

An  automatic  fire-alarm  system  has  recently  been 
installed  at  the  Presidio  Hospital.  The  installation 
covers  practically  all  of  the  39  government  buildings 
in  the  hospital  department  as  shown  in  Fig.  1. 


these  gongs  is  placed  outside  of  the  administration 
building,  in  order  for  everybody  to  hear  the  alarm. 
The  source  of  power  used  in  operating  this  system  is 
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=  ---  ELECTRIC    CIRaUITS 
.    Fig..  1.     Plan    of   Hospital    Buildings   at   Presidio. 

1.  Administration   Building    (Main   Alarm   Station). 

2.  and   8.     Barrack   Quarters. 

3.  4,  5,  6,  7.     Wards. 

9.  Detention    Ward. 

10.  Nurses'   Quarters. 

11.  Post    Exchange. 

12.  New  Officers'  Ward. 

13.  14.    15,    16.    17.    20.     Wards. 
IS.     Operating   Room. 

19.  Dining  Room. 

»      21.  Electric  Laboratory. 

.22.  Kitchen    and    Store    House. 

23.  Main    Detention   Ward. 

24.  Detention    Ward. 

25.  Laundry. 

26.  Patients'    Store    House. 

27.  Power   House    (Main   Alarm    Station). 

28.  General    Store    House. 

29.  30.    32.     Stables. 
31.     Carpenter    Shop. 

34,  35,  36,  37.  38,  39.     Store  Houses. 
33.     Shops. 

The  system  consists  of  small  tubing  encircling  the 
ceiling  of  each  room  and  also  beneath  the  flooring 
and  between  the  ceiling  and  roof.  Within  the  39  build- 
ings equipped  with  the  tubing,  there  are  55  separate 
circuits,  each  circuit  covering  a  certain  part  of  a  build- 
ing. An  alarm  bell  is  placed  in  an  accessible  place 
in  each  building  which  continuously  rings  in  case  of 
fire.  Simultaneously  an  alarm  is  sounded  in  two  main 
centers,  which  are  the  administration  building  and 
the  power  house.  In  these  two  buildings  are  placed 
a  large  70  drop  annunciator,  designating  the  exact 
location  of  fire.  At  the  same  time  a  register  tape  regis- 
ters the  building  on  fire,  while  a  large  10  in.  gong 
strikes  the  number  of  building  ringing  in.     One  of 


Fig.   2.     Bell  and  Diaphragm   for  Fire  Alarm. 

by  means  of  storage  batteries,  having  two  sets  of 
batteries,  with  battery  board  to  operate  same,  while 
one  is  in  use,  the  other  is  on  charge.  By  such  ar- 
rangement there  is  always  sufficient  power  to  operate 
the    system. 


Fig. 


Igniting  Fire   for   Testing  System. 


The  alarm  operates  by  utilizing  the  expansion  of 
air,  due  to  heat,  in  a  small  tubing  which  is  distrib- 
uted on  the  ceilings  of  the  risk  to  be  protected.    The 


142 


JOURNAL    OF    ELECTRICITY,    POWER    AND    GAS 


[Vol.   XXVII— No.    7 


ends  A  and  B  of  the  tubing  which  has  encircled  a  room 
to  be  protected,  are  connected  to  metal  diaphrams 
C  and  D  (see  Fig.  2).  Any  sudden  rise  of  temperature 
at  any  point  of  this  loop  is  quickly  transmitted  to  the 
diaphrams.  This  causes  an  unbalanced  condition  with 
the  air  from  without  pressing  against  the  other  side  of 
the  diaphram.  This  pushing  of  the  diaphram  to  one  side 
closes  an  electric  circuit  which  sounds  the  alarms.  One 
salient  feature  of  the  installation  is  found  in  the  fact 
that  even  though  a  tube  becomes  broken  or  shattered 
by  means  of  the  double  diaphram  arrangement  the 
alarm  is  still  sounded.  As  a  sudden  rise  of  tempera- 
ature  is  necessary  to  operate  the  alarm  in  order  to 
cause  the  unbalanced  condition  at  the  diaphram, 
although  the  diaphram  is  sensitive  to  a  very  small  un- 
balanced temperature,  yet  exceeedingly  hot  weather 
will  not  sound  the  alarm  for  the  diaphram  has  the 
same  pressure  within  as  without. 

During  the  past  week  a  series  of  tests  have  been 
put  through  in  order  to  thoroughly  try  out  the  sys- 
tem. Fig.  3  shows  a  can  with  alcohol  just  about  to 
be  ignited.  By  careful  scrutiny  the  small  wire  tubing 
can  just  be  distinguished  on  the  ceiling  above.  A 
series  of  alarms  were  sent  in  from  various  buildings 
within  25  to  40  seconds  after  the  ignition  shown.  A 
tube  was  then  cut  and  the  alarm  came  through,  though 
a  few  seconds  later.  After  this  experiment  a  regular 
bonfire  was  built  in  the  barracks  under  the  direction 
the  Colonel  in  chai-ge,  burning  from  all  variations  of 
a  small  fire  to  a  large  blaze.  When  it  assumed  dan- 
gerous proportions  the  alarm  was  promptly  sounded. 
The  installation  has  been  under  the  personal  super- 
•  vision  of  Gregg  Curtin,  Pacific  Coast  Manager  of  the 
International  Electric  Protection  Company  of  New 
York. 


WORK  NORTH  OF  GATUN  LOCKS. 

Work  has  been  begun  on  a  cofTer-dam  which  will 
be  built  across  the  north  end  of  the  lower  lock  at  Gatun 
to  prevent  water  from  entering  the  lock  pit  during  the 
removal  of  an  earthen  dike,  containing  about  500,000 
cubic  yards  of  material,  which  now  serves  as  the  only 
barrier.  The  arrangement  will  also  permit  of  an  un- 
interrupted continuance  of  operations  within  the  lock 
while  the  removal  of  the  dike  is  in  progress.  The  site 
of  the  dam  will  be  at  the  caisson  sill  of  the  lock,  and 
the  structure  will  be  built  of  sheet  piling,  caulked  and 
battened,  supported  by  concrete  piers.  43  feet  high  and 
18  inches  thick,  spaced  10  feet  from  center  to  center. 
It  will  be  of  sufificient  strength  to  resist  a  40-foot  head 
of  water,  which  is  about  the  depth  of  the  existing 
artificial  basin,  north  of  the  locks.  When  the  dam  is 
completed,  a  suction  dredge  will  be  brought  up  the 
French  canal  and  through  a  small  channel  connecting 
it  with  the  basin,  and  set  to  work  on  the  dike,  the 
material  being  wasted  to  one  side.  When  the  dredge 
has  finished  operations,  it  will  be  removed,  the  open 
water  channel  closed,  and  the  pit  unwatered  and 
cleaned  out,  after  which,  the  work  of  constructing  the 
approach  wall  can  be  started. 


HOOP  SYSTEM  OF  DELIVERING  ORDERS. 

The  method  of  using  hoops  has  been  in  use  on 
transcontinental  railway  service  for  years.  It  has  not, 
however,  been  in  general  use  in  electric  service. 

Superintendent  F.  A.  Boutelle  of  the  Puget  Sound 
Electric  Railway  has  found  it  most  convenient  in  the 
issuing  of  orders  to   express  or  limited   trains.     The 


lio    1.     Operation  o£  Hoop  System  on  Limited  Trains. 

hoop  system  as  shown  in  the  illustration  of  the  lim- 
ited between  Kent  and  Tacoma,  Wash.,  is  used  when 
orders  are  to  be  delivered,  which  do  not  require  the 
signature  of  the  conductor  and  motorman.  In  all 
orders,  however,  restricting  the  rights  of  trains,  the 
motorman  must  stop  his  car  and  the  crews  sign  tht 
orders. 

The  hoops  are  made  of  very  light  wood  and  are 
held  by  the  telegraph  operator  in  a  position  where 
the  conductor  standing  on  the  steps  of  his  train  can 
pass  his  arm  through  it  and  receives  it  in  that  man- 
ner. The  stations  are  kept  supplied  with  hoops  by 
interchange — i.  e.  the  conductor  throws  one  off  as 
he    receives    one    from    the    operator. 


BONUSES  FOR  MEMPHIS  EMPLOYES. 

On  March  1,  the  Memphis  Street  Railway  Com- 
pany announced  that  all  motormen  and  conductors  who 
during  the  succeeding  three  months  could  show  a  clean 
record  with  no  accidents  or  violations  of  rules  should 
be  awarded  a  bonus  of  one  cent  an  hour.  During  the 
past  three  months  the  results  have  been  satisfactory 
under  this  arrangement  and  the  practice  will  be  con- 
tinued. The  company  has  distributed  $3500  among  the 
employes,  some  of  the  crews  having  earned  the  bonus 
from  the  time  the  plan  was  inaugurated. 
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REDWOOD. 

A  recently  published  Agricultural  Department 
bulletin  by  W.  L.  Hall  and  H.  Maxwell  on  Uses  of 
Commercial  Woods  of  the  United  States,  is  of  much 
interest  to  users  of  redwood. 

Redwood  has  a  dry  weight  of  26.2  pounds  per  cubic 
foot,  a  specific  gravity  of  0.42,  ash  0.14  per  cent  dry 
weight  of  wood,  a  fuel  value  57  per  cent  that  of 
white  oak,  a  breaking  strength  of  8000  pounds  per 
square  inch  and  a  factor  of  stiffness  equal  to  1,140,000 
pounds  per  square  inch. 

In  character  and  quality  it  is  light,  soft,  moderateh'- 
strong,  brittle,  grain  fine,  even,  straight,  sometimes 
curly;  annual  rings  wide  in  the  young  timber,  summer- 
v/ood  thin,  dark  colored,  hard,  conspicuous ;  medullary 
rays  numerous,  very  obscure;  color  light  to  dark  red, 
the  thin  sapwood  nearly  white ;  splits  and  works  easily 
and'  polishes  well ;  very  durable  in  contact  with  the 
soil. 

In  growth  it  reaches  a  height  of  180  to  280  feet, 
occasionally  over  300;  diameter  6  to  10  feet,  some- 
times 15. 

The  redwood  belt  extends  in  a  strip  500  miles  long 
from  southei-n  Oregon  to  central  California.  The  strip 
is  narrow,  ranging  in  width  from  10  to  30  miles.  The 
commercial  range  has  been  estimated  to  cover  3000 
square  miles,  but  the  dense  logging  woods  cover  a 
much  smaller  area  than  that.  The  estimates  of  the 
merchantable  stand  vary.  In  1880  the  Federal  census 
placed  it  at  25,825,000,000  feet.  More  than  20  years 
later,  upon  fuller  information,  private  estimates  dou- 
bled that  amount,  notwithstanding  much  cutting  had 
been  going  on  for  years.  The  heaviest  stand  is  near 
the  center  of  the  redwood  region,  in  Humboldt  County, 
Cal.,  though  very  dense  forests  exist  both  north  and 
south  of  that  point.  It  is  not  unusual  for  50,000  feet  to 
be  cut  from  a  single  acre,  and  often  three  times  that. 
Single  trees  of  enormous  contents  have  been  reported, 
and  it  is  probable  that  no  other  timber  in  this  country 
can  show  larger  yields  per  acre. 

Mature  trees  attain  an  age  of  from  500  to  800 
years.  The  oldest  reported  was  1373  years,  so  that 
redwood  does  not  attain  to  the  great  age  of  the  big 
tree  of  the  Sierra  Nevada  Mountains.  Redwood  trunks 
20  feet  in  diameter,  with  heights  of  300  feet  or  more, 
have  been  measured,  but  the  average  is  much  under 
that,  ranging  between  6  and  10  feet.  When  a  tree 
passes  the  age  of  500  years  it  is  liable  to  die  at  the  top. 

Redwood  is  one  of  the  few  soft  woods  that  repro- 
duces bountifully  from  sprouts.  Few  trees  surpass  it 
in  that  particular,  and  the  vigor  of  the  sprout  growth 
is  remarkable.  A  large  portion  of  the  forest  is  re- 
newed in  that  way,  and  the  largest  trees  retain  their 
ability  to  send  up  shoots  from  the  sturnps. 

The  splendid  redwood  was  inviting  to  the  early 
settlers  of  the  region,  and  they  put  to  use  as  much 
of  it  as  they  needed.  The  Spaniards  cut  sparingly, 
because  they  wanted  little.  They  were  moderate  users 
of  lumber,  and  for  their  more  pretentious  buildings  pre- 
ferred adobe  or  unburned  bricks.  They  found  places 
for  a  few  heavy  beams  in  their  churches  and  mission 
buildings,  but  the  majority  of  these  structures  were  in 
central  and  southern  California  outside  the  redwood 


belt,  and  very  little  redwood  found  place.  The  Russian 
settlers  cut  considerably  more,  but  their  total  cuttings 
were  not  sufficiently  extensive  to  make  an  impression 
upon  the  hundreds  of  square  miles  of  that  timber  near 
the  California  and  Oregon  coasts.' 

Settlements  of  Americans  were  planted  very  rap- 
idly after  the  discovery  of  gold,  and  sawmills  in  the 
redwood  region  put  in  their  appearance  about  1850. 
Lumber  was  cut  for  houses,  barns,  fences,  and  other 
farm  uses,  and  a  small  amount  of  it  found  its  way  to 
the  mines,  where  it  was  made  into  sluice  boxes,  rockers, 
sheds,  and  other  mining  appliances  and  appurtenances. 
But  the  principal  mining  fields  were  not  near  the  red- 
wood forests,  and  the  use  of  the  wood  by  the  placer 
miners  was  the  exception  rather  than  the  rule.  In 
some  instances  boats  were  made  of  it,  but  it  was  not 
esteemed  for  that  purpose  as  highly  as  Port  Orford 
cedar,  which  was  abundant  about  Coos  Bay  in  south- 
western Oregon.  The  chief  demand  for  redwood  dur- 
ing the  early  years  was  as  ranch  material.  The  earliest 
operations  by  sawmills  were  south  of  San  Francisco 
and  immediately  north  of  it.  It  is  said  that  the  first 
cargo  of  redwood  shipped  from  the  Humboldt  Bay 
region  was  in  1855,  though  fir  and  pine  were  shipped 
from  there  earlier.  The  cargo  amounted  to  200,000  feet, 
and  went  to  San  Francisco.  The  earliest  operators 
picked  small  redwood  trees  because  their  primitive 
mills  could  not  manufacture  those  of  large  size.  Dur- 
ing the  Civil  War  circular  saws  began  to  replace  the 
muley  saws  of  the  pioneers,  and  large  timber  could 
be  handled. 

A  redwood  picket  fence  at  Santa  .Cruz,  Cal.,  was 
said  to  have  remained  sound  61  years,  and  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  old  Russian  settlements  fence  posts  are  shown 
in  fairly  good  condition  which  it  is  claimed  were  placed 
there  almost  a  century  ago.  That  is  proof  not  only  of 
the  lasting  property  of  the  wood,  but  also  indicates 
that  it  was  a  fence  material  at  an  early  date.  Pioneers 
put  it  to  use  also  for  poles,  grapevine  stakes,  wharf 
piles,  piers,  and  supports  for  bridges,  and  well  curbs. 
Though  the  best  of  the  wood  resists  decay  many  years 
on  land  or  in  fresh  water,  it  offers  little  resistance  in 
salt  water  when  attacked  by  the  teredo  or  other  marine 
borers.  The  tannin  or  other  acid  which  the  wood  con- 
tains is  credited  with  rendering  it  immune  from  rav- 
ages of  land  insects  and  fungus,  but  salt  water  appar- 
ently leaches  the  substance  out  in  a  short  time  and 
leaves  the  wood  defenseless.  For  that  reason  piles, 
wharves,  cribs,  piers,  and  sea  walls  built  of  redwood 
in  early  'mes  have  not  survived  in  salt  water  as  well 
as  in  fresh. 

In  1902  the  Southern  Pacific  Railroad  had  in  its 
tracks  west  of  El  Paso  12,000,000  redwood  ties.  That 
was  twice  as  many  as  the  ties  of  all  other  woods  com- 
bined. Where  the  traffic  is  moderate,  and  where  plates 
are  used  between  the  rails  and  the  wood,  these  ties  last 
S  to  10  years.  If  plates  are  not  used  the  iron  rails  cut 
them  rapidly.  In  most  cases  a  redwood  tie  wears  out 
before    decay    renders     it   useless.     Where   traffic    is 

'Documentary  evidence  of  the  Russians'  activity  in  cutting 
redwood  is  not  abundant  but  numerous  sa'W'pits  and  stumps 
evidently  cut  long  ago  about  Fort  Ross  and  Bodega  Bay  are 
said  to  date  from  the  days  when  the  Muscovites  in  California 
manufactured  redwood  lumber  with  whipsaws. — "Souvenir  Hum- 
boldt County,"   California,   p.   3. 
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light,  as  on  side  tracks  and  switches,  the  wood  gives 
service  two  or  three  times  as  long  as  in  main  lines. 
Instances  have  been  cited  where  redwood  ties  in  Cali- 
fornia were  in  daily  use  for  25  or  30  years,  but  in  those 
cases  mechanical  wear  was  small. 

The  spike-holding  properties  of  redwood  are  only 
fair.  Softwoods  are  generally  inferior  to  hardwoods 
in  that  respect,  and  redwood  is  in  the  class  with  aver- 
age softwoods.  The  ties  are  not  only  extensively  used 
in  California  and  west  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  but 
they  are  found  in  considerable  numbers  in  the  rail- 
roads of  Mexico,  Peru,  Chile,  and  even  in  India.  One 
of  the  chief  properties  recommending  this  timber  in 
some  foreign  countries  is  its  immunity  from  attack 
by  ants.  The  coloring  substance  in  the  wood  is  sup- 
posed to  be  the  cause  of  it,  and  this  timber  is  often, 
perhaps  always,  untouched  where  other  timbers  may 
be  devoured.  The  advance  in  redwood  prices  in  re- 
cent years  has  excluded  it  from  some  regions  as  a  tie 
material.' 

Railroads  employ  redwood  for  many  purposes 
other  than  ties.  It  is  an  excellent  culvert  timber,  be- 
cause of  its  resistance  to  decay.  For  the  same  reason 
it  goes  into  trestles  and  bridges  in  positions  where 
strength  is  not  the  chief  essential.  In  sheds,  ware- 
houses, and  buildings  of  various  kinds  it  is  often  se- 
lected for  the  foundation  material,  sills,  sleepers,  and 
pieces  near  the  ground.  It  is  used  for  car  roofs,  siding, 
and  interiors.  The  characteristic  which  fits  it  specially 
for  these  purposes,  is  its  small  tendency  to  shrink  or 
swell.  This  is  important  in  freight-car  material,  which 
is  liable  to  pass  in  a  few  days  from  dry  summer  heat 
to  cold  mountain  rains  or  snows,  or  into  fogs,  and 
back  again  into  dry  airs.  Redwood  stands  that  test 
in  a  way  highly  satisfactory.  It  holds  paint  well,  which 
lessens  repair  bills.  Redwood  in  freight  cars  has  given 
20  years  of  service,  a  record  that  will  compare  well  with 
that  of  any  other  wood. 

The  industries  of  the  Pacific  Coast,  and  in  a  lesser 
degree  of  the  whole  country,  owe  much  to  the  good 
qualities  of  redwood  as  a  material  for  tanks,  vats, 
fiumes,  conduits,  and  other  structures  of  that  class. 
Railroad  water  stations  in  California,  Arizona,  and 
Nevada  are  well  equipped  with  tanks  of  this  wood. 
They  are  frequently  a  part  of  municipal  waterworks. 
Eureka,  Cal.,  some  years  ago  built  a  tank  30  feet  high, 
54  feet  in  diameter,  and  with  a  capacity  of  about 
584,000  gallons,  and  later  added  another  of  equal 
capacity.  When  redwood  is  first  used  for  holding  or 
conducting  water  the  fluid  is  stained  by  the  coloring 
matter  leached  from  the  wood,  and  the  same  result  is 
seen  when  water  flows  from  a  new  redwood  roof.  In  a 
short  time,  however,  the  water  clears  and  no  unpleas- 
ant results  follow. 

The  wine  makers  of  California  equip  their  cellars 
with  redwood  tanks  for  storage  purposes.  For  this 
class  of  heavy  cooperage  it  is  one  of  the  best  obtain- 
able materials.     The  density  of  the  wood  is  sufficient 


•  Twenty  years  or  more  ago  it  was  not  unusual  in  central 
California,  near  the  lines  of  the  Southern  Pacific  Railroad,  to 
find  numerous  fields  and  corrals  inclosed  by  fences  with  red- 
wood posts  which  had  served  as  railroad  ties  until  too  badly 
worn  for  that  purpose.  When  the  railroad  removed  them  from 
the  track  the  vineyardists  and  stockmen  hauled  them  away,  and 
splitting  them  made  two  posts  from  a  tie  and  got  many  years 
of  service  from  them. 


to  prevent  leakage ;  the  grain  is  straight,  making  it 
easy  to  work ;  it  gives  long  service ;  and  is  not  liable 
to  be  attacked  by  boring  insects  which  sometimes  rid- 
dle pine  tanks.  Tanners'  vats  of  redwood  last  a  long 
time,  and  the  wood  resists  the  action  of  tanning  solu- 
tions. Redwood  vats  also  meet  the  trying  demands 
in  cyanide  plants  where  ores  are  separated. 

Some  of  the  finest,  largest,  and  best-built  wooden 
water  pipes  and  conduits  are  of  redwood.  It  meets  re- 
quirements so  well  and  in  so  many  ways  that  large  use 
of  it  is  made  hundreds  and  even  thousands  of  miles 
from  the  source  of  supply.  The  staves  are  fitted  and 
joined  so  accurately  that  leakage  is  little  more  than 
from  iron,  and  it  is  claimed  that  the  wood  is  so  much 
smoother  that  a  given  pipe  will  carry  more  water  than 
one  of  metal.  This  is  particularly  true  after  the  two 
have  be,en  some  years  in  use.  The  wood  grows 
smoother  by  wear  and  the  iron  rougher  by  corrosion 
and  accretions.  Pipes  from  8  inches  to  9  or  10  feet 
in  diameter  are  in  use,  and  single  pipes  have  been  built 
20  miles  long.  Redwood  pipes  and  flumes  of  this  kind 
have  been  constructed  as  parts  of  municipal  water 
plants  or  of  manufacturing  concerns  or  rnines  in  all 
portions  of  the  United  States.  The  staves  are  gener- 
ally shipped  ready  manufactured,  though  some  fitting 
ir.  done  on  the  ground.  The  pipes  are  bound  with  iron 
hoops.  It  is  possible  to  carry  such  flumes  across  ra- 
vines or  trestles,  or  under  the  ground,  and  if  necessary 
they  can  rise  above  the  level  or  sink  below  it  like  a 
siphon. 

Brewers  coat  their  redwood  tanks  with  shellac  on 
the  inside  to  prevent  direct  contact  with  the  wood. 
Such  receptacles  are  widely  used,  not  on  the  Pacific 
coast  alone,  but  in  Milwaukee,  Chicago,  Cincinnati,  and 
other  eastern  and  central  cities. 

Aqueducts  and  flumes  in  connection  with  irrigation 
canals  are  frequently  of  redwood.  In  that  capacity  red- 
wood has  figured  perhaps  more  largely  than  any  other 
timber  in  the  development  of  irrigation  in  California. 
It  has  given  much  satisfaction  in  the  construction  of 
large  outfall  sewers,  where  resistance  to  decay  is  of 
much  importance.  Redwood  water  pipes,  built  of 
staves  and  banded  with  metal  hoops,  are  used  in  many 
parts  of  the  country. 

Redwood  gutters  and  eave  troughs  for  houses  are 
widely  used,  not  only  in  California,  but  in  distant  re- 
gions. 

Redwood  has  long  had  the  reputation  of  being  one 
of  the  slowest  woods  to  burn,  and  for  that  reason  one 
of  the  safest  materials  for  wooden  houses.  It  does 
not  kindle  in  a  blaze  quickly,  and  so  absorbent  is  the 
wood  that  it  takes  in  water  almost  immediately,  so 
that  a  redwood  house  on  fire  may  be  saved  when  a  pine 
building  in  the  same  situation  could  not  be.  It  is 
not  denied  that  redwood  houses  will  burn,  but  it  is 
asserted  that  they  are  less  liable  to  burn  than  buildings 
of  most  other  woods. 

As  in  house  construction,  so  in  interior  finish,  red- 
wood meets  almost  every  use  and  requirement.  Floors 
and  ceilings  are  made  of  it,  and  wainscoting,  panels, 
moldings,  chair  boards,  brackets,  shelves,  railing,  stair 
work,  spindles,  balustrades,  and  mantels. 

A  small  quantity  of  redwood  furniture  has  been 
on  the  market  since  the  wood  first  came  into  use,  but 
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in  recent  years  the  demand  has  greatly  increased.  Two 
distinct  patterns  of  this  furniture  are  made — that  which 
is  without  iigure  in  the  wood,  but  with  pieces  and  pan- 
els broad,  ample,  and  in  appearance  homogeneous,  and 
that  made  of  figured  wood. 

Redwood  shakes  have  been  a  merchantable  com- 
modity for  60  years  in  California,  and  have  sometimes 
been  shipped  elsewhere.  They  are  usually  split  from 
straight,  perfect  wood  and  are  used  for  covering  build- 
ings and  as  siding  for  barns  and  sheds.  In  size  they 
are  smaller,  but  in  use  very  similar  to  the  clapboards 
formerly  employed  in  the  Eastern  States  as  roofing 
for  log  cabins  and  other  buildings.  The  split  shake  is 
a  wasteful  product,  and  its  diminishing  use  is  not  a 
matter  for  regret.  In  recent  years,  however,  there 
has  been  a  tendency  to  saw  shakes  instead  of  splitting 
them.  Sawed  shakes  were  not  unknown  20  years  ago, 
but  they  were  not  much  used.  Some  of  the  shingle 
mills  have  added  shake  saws  and  find  them  profitable. 
The-  product  can  be  made  from  any  wood  that  will 
make  shingles  and  no  account  is  taken  of  cross  grain. 
The  waste  compared  with  that  resulting  when  shakes 
are  split  is  reduced  to  a  minimum. 

Redwood  has  been  tested  to  some  extent  for  paving 
blocks.  After  15  years'  service  pavement  of  this  wood 
has  been  found  in  fairly  good  condition.  In  this,  as  in 
many  other  of  its  uses,  its  resistance  to  decay  is  among 
its  chief  recommendations.  It  has  others,  however, 
for  its  softness  makes  it  easy  under  horses'  feet  and 
it  is  nearly  noiseless. 

Pattern  makers  draw  upon  redwood  for  supplies. 
It  has  not  the  exclusive  field  even  among  California 
v/oods,  sugar  pine  being  a  competitor,  while  in  the  East 
it  competes  with  yellow  poplar,  basswood,  and  white 
pine.  Some  large  manufacturers  prefer  redwood  for 
this  purpose,  and  it  seems  likely  to  gain  rather  than 
lose  as  a  pattern  material  in  foundries,  machine  shops, 
shipyards,  and  other  factories  and  shops. 

It  goes  to  New  York  and  other  eastern  cities  for 
tobacco  boxes.  Comparatively  few  woods  meet  the 
exacting  requirements  insisted  upon,  which  is  that  they 
must  not  impart  taste  or  odor  to  the  tobacco.  For- 
merly sycamore  was  almost  the  exclusive  wood  for 
these  boxes,  but  others  have  come  in,  notably  tupelo, 
and  now  the  California  redwood  has  successfully  met 
the  requirements. 

Cigar-box  makers  are  not  so  choice  in  material 
as  are  the  manufacturers  of  boxes  for  plug  tobacco. 
Appearance  has  much  to  do  with  their  choice,  and  red- 
wood is  meeting  the  Pacific  Coast's  cigar-box  makers' 
demands. 

Redwood  box  lumber  competes  with  sugar  pine 
and  other  coast  softwoods  for  fruit  boxes.  Its  dark 
color  is  sometimes  objected  to  because  it  increases 
the  difficulty  of  doing  good  stenciling.  When  both 
redwood  and  white  fir  are  convenient  and  available, 
many  fruit  packers  prefer  the  latter  for  boxes. 

Musical-instrument  makers  do  not  appear  to  have 
drawn  heavily  upon  redwood,  probably  because  the 
manufacture  of  musical  instruments  is  not  a  highly 
developed  industry  on  the  Pacific  Coast.  It  is  listed, 
however,  as  a  piano  wood  by  ^Tassachusetts  manufac- 
turers. 

A  small  quantity  of  this  timber  goes  to  the  makers 


wf  wagons  and  carriages  and  is  worked  into  tops, 
chiefly  light  bodies,  seats,  dashljoards,  or  in  panels 
liir  business  \ehicles,  such  as  bread,  butcher,  and  laun- 
dr)'  wagons.  The  liability  of  the  thin  boards  to  split 
under  a  blow  tends  to  limit  their  use,  but  that  there 
is  demand  for  them  is  evident  from  the  fact  that  thev 
are  used  in  shops  thousands  of  miles  from  the  native 
timber  belt. 

Coffins  of  this  wood  are  largely  used  on  the  Pacific 
Coast,  where  they  compete  with  those  of  the  native 
cedars. 

Before  slate  and  composition  blackboards  for 
schools  had  largely  taken  the  place  of  all  other  kinds 
redwood  held  a  sort  of  monopoly  for  extra  widths. 
One  piece  was  enough  for  an  entire  board,  and  splic- 
ing and  joining  were  not  necessary.  It  was  little 
trouble  to  procure  planks  4  or  5  feet  wide  and  as  long 
as  necessary.  This  timber  has  been  sawed  in  planks 
10  feet  wide. 

Shop  signs  painted  on  redwood  are  occasionally 
seen  in  England,  and  the  wood  is  also  used  for  lining 
cabinets,  boxes,  compartments,  and  drawers.  Its  use 
has  been  reported  for  lead  pencils  and  champagne 
corks  in  Germany.  The  pearl  divers  of  the  Society 
Islands  make  of  three  redwood  planks  boats,  with  out- 
riggers, which  navigate  the  lagoons  and  shoals  during 
the  diving  season. 

Tests  of  paper  making  from  redwood  indicate  that 
the  enormous  waste  about  the  mills  and  logging  oper- 
ations might  be  turned  to  account.  The  wood  is 
cooked  with  caustic  soda,  and  the  black  liquors  from 
the  digesters  carry  away  the  coloring  matter  from 
the  pulp,  which  is  then, ready  for  paper  making.  The 
article  thus,  made  resembles,  it  is  said,  the  grade  known 
as  butcher's  paper  rather  than  print  stock. 

The  black  liquor  from  the  digesters  is  concen- 
trated to  the  consistency  of  asphalt,  then  roasted  and 
reduced  to  gas,  similar  to  natural  or  coal  gas.  It  may 
be  used  for  illumination,  for  operating  gas  engines, 
or  for  fuel.  One  ton  of  redwood  scrap  from  the  mill 
is  said  to  yield  500  pounds  of  pulp  and  10,000  cubic 
feet  of  gas.  This  gas,  if  used  in  an  engine,  would  prob- 
ably furnish  enough  power  to  run  the  mill.  It  was 
estimated  in  1907  that  the  waste  from  the  redwood 
mills  in  the  region  of  Humboldt  P)ay  amounted  to 
560  tons  weekly. 

Redwood  bark  is  used  in  a  small  way  for  many 
purposes — some  useful,  others  mereh^  ornamental. 
Novelty  stores  and  souvenir  stands  along  routes  of 
travel  in  the  redwood  region,  as  well  as  in  San  Fran- 
cisco and  other  Pacific  Coast  cities,  exhibit  many  bark 
connnodities  for  sale,  including  pincushions,  pen- 
wipers, table  mats,  lamp  mats,  doilies,  moisture-proof 
match  safes,  seat  mats,  bathroom  mats,  and  silk-hat 
Ijrushes.  The  bark  is  also  used  for  fishing  fioats,  tem- 
jiorary  cork,  life-buoy  filling,  cork  jackets,  cold-storage 
insulation,  heat  insulation,  house  sheathing,  bicycle 
qrips,  mattress  fillings,  cork  carpet  substitute,  and 
sound-deadening  insulation.  In  small  towns  in  the 
redwood  region  it  is  not  unusual  to  lay  sidewalks  of 
wide  pieces  of  redwood  bark.  Such  walks  are  dry  and 
moderately  lasting. 

The  enormous  size  of  redwood  timber  makes  its 
lumbering  wasteful.    Sometimes  very  large  trees  crush 
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SO  completely  when  they  strike  the  ground  that  little 
saw  timber  can  be  saved.  The  weights  of  the  very 
large  trees  run  from  500  to  1,000.  Much  experience 
and  skill  are  needed  in  cutting  them  down.  A  mis- 
take of  a  few  yards  in  the  direction  in  which  they  are 
thrown  may  entail  an  unnecessary  loss  of  $100  or 
more.  The  debris  that  strews  the  ground  when  one 
of  the  300-foot  giants  falls  is  "shoulder  deep."  How- 
ever, more  careful  methods  prevail  than  formerly.  It 
is  customary  to  clear  a  space  and  prepare  a  bed  for 
the  tree  to  fall  in,  and  experienced  choppers  usually 
are  able  to  lay  the  trunk  where  they  want  it.  It  is 
still  the  custom  of  loggers  to  peel  the  logs  and  then 
burn  away  the  bark  and  other  debris  to  facilitate 
getting  them  out.  Often  the  logs  are  badly  burned. 
The  loss  from  this  proceeding  is  very  large,  as  much 
of  the  standing  timber  within  reach  of  the  fire  is  killed 
and  the  humus  destroyed. 

Many  other  wastes  were  once  common,  and  some 
of  them  still  are,  but  the  tendency  is  toward  better 
methods.  Crooked  and  defective  logs  were  abandoned, 
though  they  might  contain  thousands  of  feet  of  good 
lumber.  Enough  small  timber  was  frequently  cut  for 
skid  roads  and  in  clearing  away  to  stock  a  sawmill. 
In  floating  down  rivers  to  the  mills  many  logs  sank 
and  were  lost,  and  others  went  to  the  sea. 

Other  items,  enormous  in  the  aggregate,  figure  in 
redwood  waste  and  loss.  Large  logs  are  often  split 
with  powder  to  make  them  convenient  to  handle.  This 
damages  some  the  best  wood.  A  large  percentage  of 
the  trees  are  wind-shaken,  and  pin  rot  affects  many. 
The  defective  wood  and  often  good  wood  near  it  have 
been  thrown  away.  Increasing  demand,  however,  has 
caused  more  attention  to  be  shown  to  the  waste  heap, 
and  what  will  make  lath,  shingles,  shakes,  and  ties  is 
manufactured  into  those  commodities  and  others  of 
like   kind. 


PRODUCTION  OF  PIG  IRON  BY  ELECTRICITY. 

The  first  report  of  the  experiments  in  the  reduc- 
tion of  iron  ore  in  electric  blast  furnaces  at  Trollhatten, 
in  the  Gothenburg  consular  district,  has  now  been 
made  public. 

The  total  cost  of  the  plant  was  320,470  crowns 
($85,886),  which  was  $26,800  more  than  the  original 
estimates.  On  the  basis  of  the  selling  price  for  the 
product,  which  was  established  by  the  committee  in 
charge  as  a  basis  for  computing  the  practicability  of 
the  results,  the  experimental  business  has,  however, 
been  self  supporting,  even  for  the  short  period  that  it 
has  been  in  operation. 

Special  attention  has  been  given  to  the  construc- 
tive details  of  the  furnace,  the  consumption  of  elec- 
trodes, and  best  form  of  these  to  use,  the  consumption 
of  electrical  energy  per  ton  of  iron  produced,  the 
consumption  of  coal  for  the  same,  and  the  important 
problem  of  gas  circulation  and  possible  utilization  to 
best  advantage.  In  charge  of  these  experiments  have 
l:>een  a  chief  engineer,  with  operating  engineers  under 
him  in  charge  of  actual  operation,  collection  of  data, 
chemical  laboratory,  and  drawings  and  calculations — 
in  all,  twenty-eight  men. 


SPECIFICATIONS   FOR   PURCHASE   OF   FUEL 
OIL  BY  BUREAU  OF  MINES. 

In  determining  the  award  of  a  contract,  consider- 
ation will  be  given  to  the  quality  of  the  fuel  offered  by 
the  bidders,  as  well  as  the  price,  and  should  it  appear 
to  be  to  the  best  interest  of  the  Government  to  award 
a  contract  at  a  higher  price  than  that  named  in  the 
lowest  bid  of  bids  received,  the  contract  will  be  so 
awarded. 

Fuel  oil  should  be  either  a  natural  homogeneous 
oil  or  a  homogeneous  residue  from  a  natural  oil ;  if 
the  latter,  all  constituents  having  a  low  flash  point 
should  have  been  removed  by  distillation ;  it  should 
not  be  composed  of  a  light  oil  and  a  heavy  residue 
mixed  in  such  proportions  as  to  give  the  density  de- 
sired. 

It  should  not  have  been  distilled  at  a  temperature 
high  enough  to  burn  it,  nor  at  a  temperature  so  high 
that  flecks  of  carbonaceous  matter  began  to  separate. 

It  should  not  flash  below  60  degrees  C.  (140  de- 
grees F.)  in  a  closed  Abel-Pensky  or  Pensky-Martens 
tester. 

Its  specific  gravity  should  range  from  0.85  to 
0.96  at  15  degrees  C.  (59  degrees  F.) ;  the  oil  should 
be  rejected  if  its  specific  gravity  is  above  0.97  at  that 
temperature. 

It  should  be  mobile,  free  from  solid  or  semi-solid 
bodies,  and  should  flovy  readily,  at  ordinary  atmos- 
pheric temperatures  and  under  a  head  of  1  foot  of  oil, 
through  a  4-inch  pipe  10  feet  in  length. 

It  should  not  congeal  nor  become  too  sluggish  to 
flow  at  0  degrees  C.  (32  degrees  F.). 

It  should  have  a  calorific  value  of  not  less  than  10,- 
000  calories  per  gram  (18,000  British  thermal  units  per 
pound)  ;  10,250  calories  to  be  the  standard.  A  bonus 
is  to  be  paid  or  a  penalty  deducted  according  to  the 
method  stated  under  Section  21,  as  the  fuel  oil  deliv- 
ered is  above  or  below  this  standard. 

It  should  be  rejected  if  it  contains  more  than  2 
per  cent  water. 

It  should  be  rejected  if  it  contains  more  than  one 
per  cent  sulphur. 

It  should  not  contain  more  than  a  trace  of  sand, 
clay,  or  dirt. 

Each  bidder  must  submit  an  accurate  statement 
regarding  the  fuel  oil  he  proposes  to  furnish.  This 
statement  should  show :  The  commercial  name  of  the 
oil ;  the  name  or  designation  of  the  field  from  which 
the  oil  is  obtained ;  whether  the  oil  is  a  crude  oil,  a  re- 
finery residue,  or  a  distillate;  the  name  and  location 
of  the  refinery,  if  the  oil  has  been  refined  at  all. 

The  fuel  oil  is  to  be  delivered  f.o.b.  cars  or  vessel, 
according  to  the  manner  of  shipment,  at  such  places, 
at  such  times,  and  in  such  quantities  as  may  be  re- 
quired, during  the  fiscal  year  ending 

Should  the  contractor,  for  any  reason,  fail  to  com- 
ply with  a  written  order  to  make  delivery,  the  Govern- 
ment is  to  be  at  liberty  to  buy  oil  in  the  open  market 
and  charge  against  the  contractor  any  excess  of  price, 
above  the  contract  price,  of  the  fuel  oil  so  purchased. 

Copies  of  this  technical  paper  may  be  obtained  by 
addressing  the  Director  of  the  Bureau  of  Mines,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C. 
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MUNICIPAL   PURCHASE   OF   SEATTLE,    REN-  Should  you  consider  this  offer  favorably,  arrange- 

TON   &   SOUTHERN   RAILWAY   CO.  inents  for  running  rights,  specified  in  Section  two  (2), 

On   July    11,    1911,   the    following   communication  \^'ill  be  made  for  the  portions  of  your  electric  street 

was   addressed   to    VVm.    R.    Crawford,    president   and  railway  system  unacquired. 

general   manager  of  the  Seattle,   Renton   &  Southern  Transmitted  herewith  is  a  copy  of  inventory  and 

Railway  Company  by  the  city  engineer  and  the  super-  appraisal    of   those    portions    of   your    railway    within 

intendfent  of  public  utilities  of  Seattle :  the  limits  of  the  City  of  Seattle  made  by  the  Board  of 

■n.  c-  r^    J-  tvt         o^n^r.       r    ,.1.       r--^  r  Public    Works. 

Dear   Sir : — Ordmance   No.   26069  of  the   City  of 
Seattle,  entitled :  Very  truly  yours, 

(Signed)  R.  H.  THOMSON, 

"An  ordinance  declaring  the  advisability  of  a  city  electric  p.         -^ 

railway  on  Rainier  avenue  and  other  streets,  avenues  and  ways,  (^Ity   Jingineer. 

and  providing  for   the   same,   specifying   and   adopting  the   sys-  CSicrnerl"!     A      T       VAT  KNTTMIT 

tern  or  plan  proposed,   declaring  the  estimated  cost  thereof,  as  V'^'S'^^'^y     ^^-    '—■     v  rvi_,XLiN  j.  i^Ni:,, 

near  as  may  be,  and  providing  for  the  submission  of  such  sys-  Sunt     of   PnbbV    TTtilitip<5 

tem  or  plan  and   the   incurring  of  an   indebtedness   therefor   to  ^i^pi..    -ji    j.  uuut.    wljulicb. 

the   qualified  voters   of   the   city   for   their   adoption   and   assent  Seattle     Tuly   12     1911. 

thereto,   or   for  their  rejection  thereof,   at  a  special   election   to  .  r     i  i  ,   .  .  ' 

be  held  on  the  day  of  the  general  city  election  on   the  seventh  A  COpy  ot  the  abOVe  letter  and  inventory  received 

day  of  March,  1911."  ^^  ^^^^  j2th  day  of  July,  1911,  at  12  o'clock  noon, 
became  effective  February  9,  1911,  and  in  conformity  (Signed)  W.  R.  CRAWFORD, 

with  Section  5  thereof,  an  election  was  held  on  Tues-         President  Seattle,  Renton  &  Southern  Railway  Co. 
day,  March  7,  1911,  and  the  qualified  voters  of  the  city  Under  the  terms  of  the  offer  the  company  is  al- 

on  that  date  authorized  the  incurring  of  a  general  in-  lowed  sixty  days  in  which  to  accept  or  refuse,  and  if 

debtedness  of  the  City  of  Seattle  in  the  sum  of  $800,-  refused  the   city   is   authorized   to  acquire  it  by  con- 

000  for  the  purchase  of  the  electric  street  railway  sys-  demnation. 

tem  owned  and  operated  by  your  company  within  the  A.  L.  Valentine,  superintendent  of  the  department 

limits  of  the  City  of  Seattle.  of  public  utilities  of  Seattle,  states  that  while  the  total 

Under  Section  two  (2)  of  this  ordinance  an  ap-  track  appraisal  is  only  $198,286  for  approximately  ten 
praisal  of  your  street  railway  property  by  the  Board  miles  of  line,  that  a  single  section  of  5177  feet  of  dou- 
of  Public  Works,  was  directed  for  the  purpose  of  as-  ble  track  paved  construction,  put  in  recently,  was  ap- 
certaining  its  value  and  the  Board  of  Public  Works  praised  at  $81,164,  the  material  being  estimated  at 
was  further  directed  to  certify  such  appraisal  to  your  $65,898  and  the  labor  at  $15,266.  The  figure  on  ma- 
company  for  its  consideration  and  acceptance.  chinery  and  buildings  may  seem  low,  but  is  explained 

Acting  under  the   authority   of   this   section   the  by  the  fact  that  the  company  buys  its  power  from  a 

appraisal  specified  was  made  and  the  Board  of  Public  local  electric  light  and  power  company. 
Works  approved  same  on  June  30,  1911,  and  forwarded  The  outcome  will  be  watched  with  much  interest 

it  to  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of  Seattle,  which  on  by  the  entire  transportation  fraternity  on  the  Pacific 

July   3,    1911,   adopted   Resolution    No.   3264,   vesting  Coast. 

authority  in  the  Board  of  Public  Wofks  to  certify  such 

appraisal  to  your  company.  FUEL-OIL   AND    PETROLEUM    INDUSTRY   IN 

The  Board  of  Public  Works  at  its  regular  session  CANADA. 

Friday,   July   7,    1911,   acting  under   the   authority   of  by  felix  s.  johnson. 

this    council    resolution,    authorized    and    directed   the  The  petroleum  wells  of  Ontario  last  year  yielded 

undersigned  city  enginer  and  superintendent  of  pub-  14,723,105  gallons  of  oil,  valued  at  $559,478.    This  is  a 

lie  utilities  to  certify  the  appraisal  to  your  company  decrease  of  3,756,442  gallons  as   compared   with  the 

and  we  hereby  certify  that  we  find  the  value  of  your  production  of  1908. 

holdings  and  your  electric  railway  system  within  the  There  was  a  diminution  in  the  output  of  every  one 

limits  of  the  City  of  Seattle,  to  be  as  follows :  of  the  fields,  but  the  rate  of  decline  in  the  newer  dis- 

ry      ,  <t1Q8?S6  4.^  tricts  of  Tilbury  and  Romney  was  greater  than  in  the 

T,r     ,■ Au'-^A- /fi'ovo'vc  older  districts  of  Petrolea  and  Oil  Springs.     Alreadv 

Machinery  and  buildings 41,879.75  ,  ,       .       ,  ,         ,  ,        ^      *?    ,^     ^      ,   - 

T-,   ,,-        C4.     1  ^1t\oo'^  ^c^  the  production  has  sunk  to  less  than  one-half  of  what 

Rolling  Stock    130,887.49  .       ^     ^,  j   -r  .i      r  n-        ■ 

-D     1        ,    .  1  c  ooo  nn  it   was  fifteen  years  ago,  and  it  the   falling  is   mam- 
Real    estate    15,000.00  .      ,    ,  %        ^    ,"  .  ,  °,,  , 

tamed  the  supply  oi  domestic  petroleum  will  become 

<R^8fin5'^fiO  relatively    insignificant,    unless    new     reservoirs    are 

'       '  opened  up.    Even  now  more  crude  oil  is  imported  than 

and    submit    for    your    consideration    and    acceptance  is  produced  in  Ontario.    The  fields  of  Lambton  county 

this  appraisal  to  you  in  the  name  of  the  City  or  Seattle  have  been  in  operation  a  long  time,  and   are  unique 

as  a  fair  and  just  valuation  of  all  the  street  railway  because  of  the  small  individual  production  of  the  wells, 

tracks,  poles,  wires,  feeder  systems,  barns,  shops,  sub-  which  is  only  a  few  gallons  a  day,  and  of  the  economy 

stations,  appurtenances  and  rolling  stock  as  shown  by  with  which  they  are  operated.     Being  shallow,  many 

inventory  and  appraisal   herein  before  mentioned  be-  wells  may  be  worked  by  one  engine  on  the  "jerker" 

longing  to  your  company,  which  lie  within  the  limits  system,  and  so  give  a  profit  which  if  not  large  is  con- 

of  the  City  of  Seattle.  stant. 

Under  the  terms  of  said  Ordinance  No.  26069,  you  The  refineries,  of  which  there  are  two  in  Ontario, 

are  allowed  sixty  (60)  days  to  accept  the  above  offer  distilled  a  total  of  35,530,918  gallons  of  crude  oil  last 

and  failure  to  accept  same  within  said  time  will  be  year.     Of  this,   16,015,527   gallons   was   domestic  and 

considered  as  a  rejection  thereof.  19,515,391  gallons  imported. 
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Elsewhere  in  these  columns  will  be  found  an  ab- 
stract from  the  scholarly  dissertation  by  the  Director 
of  the  United  States  Geological 
Survey  on  necessary  amendments 
to  laws  governing  the  acquiring  of 
title  to  lands  and  power  sites  on 
the  public  domain. 

The  paper  touches  upon  practically  all  the  prob- 
lems in  the  acquiring  of  title  to  public  lands  and  is  of 
vital  interest  to  Western  men.  The  suggestions  of 
amendments  to  control  oil  and  gas  entries  on  the  pub- 
lic domain  are  of  great  importance  and  should  have 
the  thoughtful  consideration  of  all. 

The  paper  does  not,  however,  touch  upon  the  pres- 
ent state  of  affairs  in  Alaska.  Poor  old  Alaska — rent 
both  at  home  and  in  congressional  halls  with  dissen- 
sions and  thus  one  of  the  most  promising  fields  for 
national  development  and  progress  is  in  serious 
jeopardy  of  being  crushed  out  by  dire  neglect  and 
improper  nurture.  If  improper  means  were  attempted 
in  her  internal  development,  let  us  get  the  right  method 
and  get  it  quickly.  If  a  boatman  capsizes  through  an 
error  in  steering  his  canoe  and  is  pulled  out  uncon- 
scious, give  him  a  new  start,  resuscitate  him,  cure  him. 
Don't  treat  him  as  we  treat  the  pig,  kill  him  first  and 
cure  him  afterwards. 


For  those  engaged  in  a  common  calling  it  seems 
to  be  an  unmistakable  trait  of  the  human  race  to  feel 
Technical  ^^^  hidden  intangible  impulses  and 

Editors'  yearnings  of  comradeship,  one  for 

Community  the   other.      We   have   all   felt   its 

of  Spirit  charms.     In  his  treatise  on  the  ex- 

pansion of  England,  J.  R.  Seeley  has  said  that  "there 
are  in  general  three  ties  by  which  States  are  held 
together,  community  of  race,  community  of  religion, 
community  of  interest."  On  all  sides  we  can  see  this 
subtle  influence  asserting  itself  in  even  much  smaller 
units  than  the  body  politic  of  a  State.  The  college 
student,  for  instance,  feels  it  in  his  innermost  and 
attempts  to  relieve  his  inexpressible  pent-up  feelings 
by  yells  unintelligible. 

To  those  engaged  in  journalism  and  more  particu- 
larly in  its  technical  branch,  the  community  of  spirit  is 
felt  more  strongly  than  in  any  other  calling.  Each 
week  the  mails  are  read  with  the  deepest  pleasure  and 
silently  but  unfailingly  we  greet  our  editorial  ac- 
quaintances of  the  past  week.  Like  the  good  shepherd 
who  performs  the  apparently  impossible  task  of  call- 
ing by  name  each  ward  within  his  care,  we  learn  to  des- 
ignate the  character  and  ideals  of  the  individuals  who 
pen  the  editorials.  The  mute  lines  speak  traits  of  mi- 
nute feeling  which  years  of  personal  acquaintance  could 
not  fathom.  The  very  choice  of  words  identifies  its 
writer  as  surely  as  the  imprinted  thumb  marks  will 
identify  the  individual.  We  learn  to  like,  yes  even  to 
love,  our  friends  with  whom  week  by  week  we  thus 
commune.     Each  week    we    renew  our  acquaintance 
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with  our  New  York  friends,  The  Electrical  World,  The 
Electric  Railway  Journal ;  our  Chicago  friends,  The 
Electrical  Review  and  the  Electric  Traction  Weekly, 
and  a  number  of  others  distributed  far  and  wide  in 
our  country  and  abroad. 

The  whole  Pacific  Slope  yearns  to  express  to  the 
world  in  1915  the  true  spirit  of  the  West.  Our  great 
exhibit  and  the  hustle  and  bustle  of  a  western  metropo- 
lis will  do  much  in  the  outward  demonstration  of  this 
spirit,  but  after  all  it  is  the  individual  tapping  at  the 
hearts  of  men  that  express  the  enterprise  and  spirit  of 
the  West  most  fully.  To  you,  our  brothers  of  the  tech- 
nical press,  the  Journal  this  early  extends  its  invitation 
to  visit  us  and  plan  with  us  to  enjoy  a  breath  of  our 
invigorating  Western  life.  We  have  a  place  reserved 
for  each  and  every  one  of  you,  a  place  high  in  our  esti- 
mation and  hidden  in  the  recesses  of  the  human  heart. 

To  our  New  England  friend  who  inwardly  thinks 
technical  learning  was  never  taught  correctly  beyond 
the  Hudson  river ;  we  will  take  you  into  the  heart  of  the 
Sierras  and  high  Rockies  and  show  you  the  triumphs 
of  engineering  that  have  been  accomplished  by  West- 
ern engineers  and  western  graduates.  To  our  middle 
westerner,  who  has  put  Niagara  Falls  so  high  in  his 
estimation  of  God's  creations ;  we  will  endeavor  to 
show  you  that  perhaps  you  cannot  call  it  undignified 
if  some  of  our  hydraulic  performances  should  be  men- 
tioned by  a  foot-note  at  least  to  a  page  for  Niagara. 
To  our  friend  who  writes  the  staid,  dignified  editorials  ; 
we  will  lengthen  your  life  by  giving  you  an  insight  into 
a  little  bit  of  breezy.  Sanguinettie's  on  Saturday  night. 
To  our  young  editor  friend  just  from  the  gay  summer's 
outing  at  Coney  Island  and  flashy  eastern  beaches ;  we 
will  tame  you  down  by  taking  you  to  Santa  Monica, 
where  recent  laws  almost  require  the  wearing  of  over- 
coats and  other  costumes  grave.  And  last,  but  by  no 
means  least,  we  want  you  one  and  all  to  come.  We 
want  your  ideas,  we  want  your  personal  acquaintance. 

But  of  one  thing,  beware,  the  spirit  of  the  West 
is  magnetic,  you  may  never  go  home  again ! ! 


No  one  has  ever  visited  Butte,  Montana,  and  left 
the  metropolis  of  the  great  Treasure  State  with  a  blank 
,  or  negative  impression  of  the  city. 

Electric  Power  ^j^j^  ^j-eatest  mining  camp  in  the 
_^,   .  world  is  above  all  spectacular  and 

"  P      y   unique.    With  its  high  buildings  in- 

termixed with  a  background  of  derricks  and  mine 
hoists,  it  presents  to  the  visitor  a  weird  but  impressive 
sight,  and  finally  suggests  a  possibility  that  there  is 
before  his  vision  a  combination  of  modern  city  and 
ancient  cliff  dwellers'  residences.  But  Butte  is  not 
in  its  appearance  alone  unique.  Like  the  big  State 
within  which  it  is  situated,  the  ideas  put  forth  and  be- 
lieved in  at  Butte  are  big.  Its  mines  yielding  their 
millions  naturally  allow  combinations  and  concentra- 
tions that  could  not  be  attempted  elsewhere. 

Situated  about  130  miles  to  the  northeast  of  Butte 
is  a  source  of  water  power  second  to  only  one  other 


in  the  United  States.  The  Falls  of  the  Missouri  River 
at  Great  Falls,  Montana,  represent  fabulous  possibili- 
ties for  future  development  of  electric  power.  This 
power  is  now  being  developed  on  a  gigantic  scale  which 
is  largely  controlled  by  interests  affiliated  with  the 
Anaconda  Alining  Company  and  it  is  estimated  that 
the  power  can  be  delivered  in  the  city  of  Butte  at  a 
profit  of  $25  per  h.p.  per  year. 

Although  the  Anaconda  Company  has  its  own  coal 
mines  in  Montana  and  Wyoming,  thus  furnishing  its 
own  fuel  for  steam,  it  is  said  that  the  cost  for  gener- 
ating steam  per  h.p.  per  year  is  often  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  $80  and  where  heat  is  used  from  the  smelting 
of  ores  at  Anaconda  the  cost  has  never  gone  below 
$60.  The  early  possibilities  of  this  great  saving  is  a 
matter  of  much  interest. 

The  operating  of  a  mine  hoist  by  compressed  air 
which  has  been  generated  by  an  electric  motor  as 
primer  mover  is  not  new.  It  has  been  in  existence  in 
California  and  other  States  for  years.  The  sudden 
call  upon  the  receiver  and  the  uneven  operation  inci- 
dent thereto  has  necessitated  in  the  past  the  installa- 
tion of  far  heavier  and  more  powerful  motors  than 
were  necessary  to  meet  average  conditions. 

In  Butte  the  new  electrical  installations  are  unique 
in  two  particulars.  First,  the  size  and  design  of  the 
electrical  equipment  and,  second,  the  equalizing 
scheme  used  to  save  the  power  line  furnishing  the 
electricity  for  the  compression  of  air  from  peaks,  due  to 
rapidly  varying  and  intermitten  loads  imposed  by  the 
hoisting  engines  themselves.  The  adaptation  of  this 
method  of  applying  power  to  a  large  number  of  hoists, 
all  to  be  operated  from  a  central  power  plant,  is  the 
first  of  its  kind  ever  attempted.  The  total  capacity  of 
25  of  the  largest  steam-driven  hoists  in  Butte  amounts 
to  40,000  horsepower.  The  service  required  of  these 
hoists  is  so  intermittent,  however,  that  the  percent- 
age of  time  they  operate  at  full  speed  is  so  small  that 
the  average  power  required  to  operate  all  the  hoists 
does  not  exceed  4000  h.p.  Two  months'  operation  of  a 
portion  of  the  installation  has  proved  highly  successful. 
Upon  the  top  of  this  innovation  comes  the  an- 
nouncement that  the  company's  railroad,  known  as  the 
Butte,  Anaconda  &  Pacific  Railway  is  to  be  electri- 
fied at  an  early  date.  The  road  has  50  miles  of  track, 
27  of  main  line  and  the  remainder  of  side  tracks 
through  the  various  mines  at  Butte  and  smelter  at  Ana- 
conda. It  is  also  prepared  to  introduce  eventually  an 
electric  haulage  system  underground. 

It  is  claimed  that  when  the  substitution  of  electric 
and  air  power  for  steam  is  completed  in  all  the  prop- 
erties of  the  Anaconda  company,  it  will  mean  a  saving 
to  stockholders  of  at  least  one  per  cent  per  pound  in  the 
production  of  copper,  as  compared  with  the  present 
steam  operating  costs. 

The  signs  of  the  times  are  slowly  but  inevitably 
tending  toward  the  replacement  of  steam  by  electrical 
energy.  The  next  great  movement:  namely,  the  elec- 
trification of  the  mountain  passes  and  tunnels  on  the 
great  transcontinental  service,  is  each  day  brought  one 
step  nearer. 
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PERSONALS. 

G.  C.  Noble,  consulting  engineer,  has  been  at  Bakers- 
field  during  the  past   several  days  on  business. 

W.  H.  P.  Hill,  a  light  and  power  official  of  Monterey, 
recently  spent  a  few  days  at  San  Francisco. 

Robert  B.  Moran,  consulting  engineer,  has  been  a  busy 
visitor  in  Southern  California  during  the  past  two  weeks. 

E.  F.  Flinn,  of  the  Allis-Chalmers  Company's  sales  corps, 
with  headquarters  at  San  Francisco,  is  making  an  Eastern 
trip. 

J.  D.  Farwell,  who  is  connected  with  the  lighting  system 
at  Los  Gatos,  was  a  San  Francisco  visitor  during  the  past 
week. 

Jos.  N.  Le  Conte,  hydraulic  expert,  is  home  again  in 
Berkeley  after  a  very  pleasant  month's  outing  in  the  high 
Sierras. 

J.  S.  Thompson,  manager  of  the  Pacific  Electric  &  Mfg. 
Co.,  has  returned  to  San  Francisco  from  a  successful  trip 
through  Southern  California. 

H.  C.  Camp,  electrical  engineer,  is  a  I'ecent  arrival  at 
San  Francisco.  He  is  touring  the  Pacific  Coast  and  inspecting 
high-tension  power  transmission  systems. 

Geo.  Cole  of  the  John  R.  Cole  Co.  is  again  at  the  San 
Francisco  headquarters  of  the  house.  Benjamin  Chase  has 
recently  been  made  Los  Angeles  representative. 

H.  W.  Crozier,  of  Sanderson  &  Porter's  Pacific  Coast 
branch  office,  has  been  visiting  Victoria,  B.  C,  where  the 
firm  have  supervision  of  two  large  engineering  jobs. 

H.  F.  Dodge,  division  commercial  superintendent,  and  H. 
C.  Chace,  division  traffic  superintendent,  returned  to  San 
Francisco  at  the  same  time  after  visiting  Los  Angeles. 

Hugh  McPhee,  district  commercial  superintendent  of  the 
third  district  of  the  Western  Union  Telegraph  Company,  with 
headquarters  at  Los  Angeles,  arrived  at  San  BYancisco  last 
Monday. 

F.  H.  Varney,  engineer  of  operation  and  maintenance  in 
the  steam  section  of  the  San  Francisco  Gas  &  Electric  Com- 
pany, has  returned  to  San  Francisco  after  a  tour  of  Southern 
California. 

C.  A.  Rhodes,  who  was  recently  appointed  division  auditor 
of  the  Western  Union  Telegraph  Company's  Pacific  Division, 
comprising  eleven  states,  has  opened  his  office  at  Room  239, 
Russ  Building,  San  Francisco. 

K.  E.  Van  Kuren,  a  special  switchboard  engineer  of  the 
Westinghouse  Electric  &  Manufacturing  Company  of  East 
Pittsburg,  has  just  returned  to  the  East  after  spending  some 
time  on  a  tour  of  the  Pacific  Coast. 

H.  G.  Glass,  one  of  the  engineers  of  the  Westinghouse 
Electric  &  Manufacturing  Company,  with  headquarters  at 
East  Pittsburg,  spent  the  past  week  at  San  Francisco  visiting 
W.  W.  Briggs,  the  company's  Pacific  Coast  general  manager. 

Loren  Hunt,  one  of  the  engineers  under  City  Engineer 
Marsden  Manson,  has  been  promoted  to  the  position  of  chief 
assistant  engineer  in  place  of  H.  D.  H.  Connick,  who  resigned 
to  take  a  position  with  the  Panama-Pacific  Exposition  project. 

J.  C.  Farrar,  specialist  in  bus-bar  and  high-tension  switch- 
ing construction  was  in  San  Francisco  from  Los  Angeles 
this  week  on  his  way  to  Portland  and  Seattle.  He  reports 
that  construction  at  the  new  Long  Beach  plant  of  the  Southern 
California  Edison  Co.   is  progressing  rapidly. 

F.  V.  T.  Lee,  a  capitalist  of  London,  who  was  at  one 
time  assistant  to  the  general  manager  of  the  Pacific  Gas  & 


Electric  Company,  visited  San  Francisco  during  the  past  week 
on  his  way  to  Bohemian  Grove  where  he  will  witness  the 
"high  jinks"  of  the  Bohemian  Club  before  returning  to 
England. 

C.  L.  Cory,  the  well  known  consulting  engineer  of  Ber- 
keley and  San  Francisco,  has  returned  from  an  extensive 
trip  through- the  northwest.  Professor  Cory  has  been  absent 
for  the  past  five  weeks  during  a  large  portion  of  which  time 
he  has  been  engaged  in  valuation  work  for  the  Washington 
Water  Power  Co.  at  Spokane. 


ELECTRICAL    CONTRACTORS'    ASSOCIATION    NEWS. 
E.  C.  Wakeland,  a  well  known  contractor  of  Oakland,  has 
opened  a  place  in  San  Francisco. 

E.  P.  Burkhart,  secretary  of  District  No.  10,  California 
State  Association  of  Electrical  Contractors,  of  Palo  Alto,  was 
at  San  Francisco  last  Tuesday  on  business. 


Bids  for  a  lighting  system  at  Fort  Miley  were  received 
August  3d  from  the  following  firms: 

Newberry-Bendheim  Co $16,500 

John  J.  Sutton  Co 17,000 

McPell  Electric  Co 17,200 

Standard  Electric  Co 18,250 

Butte  Engineering  &  Electric  Co 20,477 

Central  Electric  Co 21,603 

Decker  Electric  Co 22,530 

Secretary  W.  S.  Hanbridge  says: 

It  is  with  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  that  the  reports  from 
the  National  Convention  of  Electrical  Contractors  are  re- 
ceived. If  the  coming  year  is  as  successful  as  the  past  there 
will  be  very  few  contractors  who  are  not  enrolled  under  the 
National  banner.  A  number  of  very  fine  papers  were  read  and 
it  all  means  more  light  to  the  contractors,  and  we  join  with 
President  Barnes  in  hoping  that  this  convention  will  set  a 
new  mark  with  respect  to  establishing  a  closer  community  of 
interest  between  the  several  elements,  which  should  work 
together  in  order  that  there  might  be  a  maximum  of  pros- 
perity for  all. 

The  next  convention  will  be  held  in  Denver,  and  from  the 
looks  of  that  baseball  score  (9  to  6),  we  will  have  to  buy  a 
few  pitchers  if  we  want  to  win  the  game  in  1915.  But  don't 
get  discouraged,  fellows,  as  they  only  played  three  innings. 

If  they  could  only  have  seen  Fleishman  when  the  score 
was  tied  In  the  ninth  at  Catalina! 

A  great  deal  is  being  said  about  co-operation  of  the  con- 
tractor and  the  central  stations.  A  recent  trial  has  been 
brought  to  our  notice  where  the  central  station  manager  called 
the  contractors  together  and  told  them  he  wanted  to  start  a 
heating  appliance  campaign  and  he  had  instructions  to  put 
out  solicitors  and  advertise  in  papers.  He  made  them  the 
proposition  that  he  would  carry  the  stock  and  allow  them  the 
commission,  if  they  would  carry  out  the  campaign.  His  propo- 
sition was  accepted.  He  ran  an  ad  telling  people  that  ap- 
pliances could  be  had  for  a  certain  price  at  the  stores.  The 
result  was  every  contractor  in  town  was  working  for  him, 
and  it  is  needless  to  say  that  the  campaign  was  a  success. 
Every  contractor  in  town  has  a  good  word  to  say  for  such 
broad-minded  methods. 


An  examination  will  be  conducted  on  August  23-24  and 
25  by  the  U.  S.  Civil  Service  Commission  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  an  electrical  engineer  and  draftsman,  salary  $1200 
per  annum.  - 
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999,198.  Tidal-Power  Device.  Thomas  G.  Bird,  Eugene, 
Ore.,  assignor  of  two-flfttis  to  Marcellus  P.  Bonnett,  Eugene, 
Ore.  A  tidal-power  device  comprising  a  compartment,  a  float 
of  suitable  weight  movable  vertically  therein  suspended  from 
sprocket  wheels  rotatably  mounted  on  a  main  shaft,  a  rotatable 
main  shaft  having  near  its  ends  ratchet  pinions  rigidly  secured 


thereon  and  sprocket  wheels  rotatable  on  the  shaft,  provided 
with  pawls  on  one  face  in  position  to  engage  the  pinion 
ratchets  when  the  float  descends,  link  chains  having  one  end 
secured  to  the  float  and  passing  over  the  sprocket  wheels,  also 
raeans  to  cause  said  chains  to  rotate  the  pawl  sprockets  re- 
versely when  the  float  ascends  substantially  as  described. 

999,312.  Trolley-Switch  for  Station-Indicators  and  the 
Like.  Orlando  E.  Kellum,  Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  assignor  to  National 
Street  and  Station  Indicator  Company,  Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  a  cor- 
poration of  California.  In  combination  with  a  trolley  wire 
and  a  member  engaging  therewith  for  longitudinal  movement 


thereon,  and  a  support  for  said  member,  a  contact  member 
suspended  from  the  wire  and  having  an  upwardly  facing  con- 
tact surface  thereon,  and  a  contact  member  mounted  on  said 
support  and  adapted  to  pass  over  and  engage  with  the  contact 
surface  on  the  first-mentioned  contact  member. 

999,351.  Air-Brake  Apparatus.  John  H.  Wallace,  San  BVan- 
cisco,  Cal.  In  air-brake  apparatus  and  in  combination  with 
the  auxiliary  reservoir,  brake-cylinder  and  triple-valve;  a  regu- 
lating reservoir  of  the  same  capacity  as  the  brake-cylinder, 
connected  primarily  with  the  auxiliary  reservoir  and  provided 
with  means  for  arbitrarily  defining  the  primary  pressure  re- 
ceived therefrom,  said  regulating  reservoir  being  also  second- 
arily connected  with  said  auxiliary  reservoir  through  the 
triple-valve;  and  means  controlled  by  a  difference  of  pressure 


in  said  secondary  connection  for  keeping  open  the  commu- 
nication between  the  triple-valve  and  the  brake-cylinder,  until 
the  pressure  in  the  latter  exceeds  that  primarily  given  to  the 


regulating  reservoir,  and  thereupon  closing  said  communica- 
tion and  admitting  the  excess  of  pressure  into  the  regulating 
reservoir  through  said  secondary  connection. 

999,423.  Windmill.  Earl  Woodrum,  Glencove,  Wash.  In 
a  windmill,  the  combination  of  a  fixed  post;  a  set  of  arms 
rotatably  mounted  thereon;  wings  pivoted  to  said  arms;  a 
fixed  gear  mounted  on  said  post;  gears  secured  to  said  wings; 


means  connecting  the  fixed  gear  to  the  wing  gears  whereby 
said  wing  gears  are  operated  by  the  rotation  of  the  mill; 
means  for  releasing  said  connecting  means;  and  means 
mounted  on  said  wings  and  controlling  said  releasing  means. 

999,457.  Flume-Gate.  George  E.  Kellar,  Los  Angeles,  Cal., 
assignor  to  Kellar-Thomason  Manufacturing  Company,  Los 
Angeles,  Cal.,  a  corporation  of  California.    A  flume  gate  compris- 


ing an  apertured  plate  having  a  flange  projecting  to  one  side 
from  the  edges  of  the  apertures  in  said  plate  and  a  tubular 
portion  having  its  edge  fitting  upon  said  flange,  and  crimped 
tightly  thereon  for  joining  the  parts. 
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ALTERNATING    CURRENT   TRANSMISSION    LINE    CALCU- 
LATOR. 

While  the  determmation  of  the  voltage  and  energy  loss 
in  alternating  current  transmission  lines  and  distributing 
circuits  does  not  present  any  especial  difficulty  to  the  de- 
signer who  has  frequent  use  for  the  necessary  tables  and 
formulas,  there  are  many  operating  engineers  and  superin- 
tendents who  are  responsible  for  results  and  recognize  the 
value  of  accurate  methods  but  whose  knowledge  of  the 
technical  details  involved  has  been  crowded  out  of  mind 
by  broader  executive  problems.  It  is  in  view  primarily  of 
the  needs  of  the  latter  class  that  there  has  been  devised 
and  is  now  being  placed  on  the  niarket  a  simple  and  relia- 
ble device  for  calculating  the  line  drop  and  energy  loss  in 
alternating  current  circuits.  This  device  is  called  the 
"Alternating  Current  Transmission  Line  Calculator,"  and  is 
made  by  Robert  W.  Adams,  and  is  for  sale  at  the  Technical 
Book  Shop,  604  Mission  street,  San  Francisco,  for  one  dollar 
each. 


1.      Transmission-Line    Calculator. 


The  calculator  consists  of  two  disks,  a  stationary  one  of 
opaque  white  celluloid  4%  in.  in  diameter  and  a  revolving 
one  of  transparent  celluloid  3  9-16  in.  in  diameter,  eyeleted 
to  the  stationary  disk  so  as  to  turn  easily  upon  it.  These 
disks  are  printed  with  the  necessary  diagrams,  the  station- 
ary diagram  being  in  red  and  the  revolving  diagram  in  black 
to  permit  of  easy  reading.  The  printing  is  done  by  a  patented 
process  which  renders  the  lines  moisture  proof  and  non- 
erasible.  The  ranges  of  the  various  scales  are  as  follows: 
Load,  from  10  kw.  to  20,000  kw.;  voltage,  from  1000  volts 
to  50,000  volts;  power-factor,  from  10  per  cent  to  100  per 
cent;  distance,  from  1  mile  to  100  miles;  conductor,  from 
No.  8  to  No.  4-0;  line  drop,  from  0  per  cent  to  20  per  cent; 
frequency,  25  cycles  and  60  cycles. 

In  operation  it  is  only  necessary  to  make  two  settings 
to  obtain  the  result.  The  value  of  "K,"  which  is  obtained 
in  the  first  setting,  is  a  transmission  factor  depending  on 
the  load,  voltage  and  distance  of  transmission,  and  this 
factor  is  used  directly  in  the  second  setting  to  determine  the 
line  drop,  or  "regulation,"  which  is  defined  as  the  difference 
in  voltage  between  the  two  ends  of  the  line  expressed  in 
per  cent  of  the  receiver  voltage.  The  method  of  securing  the 
result  includes  in  an  accurate  manner  the  effect  of  load 
power-factor,  which  has  become  increasingly  important  with 
the  recent  remarkable  development  of  motor  load,  and,  fur- 
thermore, is  easily  reversible,  a  feature  which  is  not  pos- 


sessed by  the  algebraic  methods  and  one  which  is  of  great 
value  where  it  is  desired  to  obtain  the  size  of  wire  neces- 
sary to  produce  a  given  drop. 

Complete  directions  are  printed  on  the  back  of  the  cal- 
culator, together  with  a  typical  example,  by  following  which 
a  person  having  no  technical  training  whatever  may  readily 
learn  the   method. 

Upon  the  back  of  the  stationary  disk  is  also  printed  a 
convenient  reference  table  giving  the  weights  and  costs  of 
bare  and  triple-braid  weatherproof  copper  wire  per  mile  of 
two-wire,  three-wire  and  four-wire  circuit.  This  table  is  new 
and  will  prove  useful  for  estimating  the  cost  of  proposed 
lines.  Another  useful  feature  is  that  the  two  lower  revolv- 
ing scales  ordinarily  representing  distance  and  transmission 
factor  can  also  be  used  as  an  emergency  slide  rule  for  solv- 
ing problems  in  multiplication  and  division.  The  time  re- 
quired for  a  person  acquainted  with  the  calculator  to  make 
a  complete  determination  of  line  drop  is  stated  to  be  less 
than  one  minute. 

The  calculator  is  based  on  the  use  of  annealed  copper 
wire  at  20  deg.  C.  (68  deg.  Pahr.)  or  hard-drawn  copper  wire 
at  15  deg.  C.  (59  deg.  Fahr.),  and  on  three-wire,  three-phase, 
and  four-wire,  two-phase  circuits.  Single-phase  circuits  can 
be  calculated  as  easily  as  three-phase,  although  the  device  is 
primarily  designed  for  three-phase  circuits  as  being  the  most 
common  for  transmission  work.  The  diagrams  are  based  on 
a  spacing  of  18  in.  between  wires  and  are  sufficiently  correct 
for  all  practical  work  on  circuits  varying  from  6  in.  to  48  in. 
spacing.  It  is  stated  that  the  accuracy  of  the  calculator  will 
compare  favorably  with  similar  results  obtained  by  any  of 
the  formula  or  graphic  methods,  and  in  all  cases  will  come 
tar  within  that  of  the  original  assumptions  of  load  and 
power-factor. 


IMPORTANT  LIGHTING  CONSIDERATIONS. 

BY   F.   B.   ALLEN. 

An  employee's  efficiency  depends  upon  two  things,  abil- 
ity and  willingness  to  do  the  work.  As  far  as  ability  is  con- 
cerned, it  is  dependent  upon  three  considerations:  first,  pow- 
ers of  perception,  of  which  in  nearly  every  case  sight  is  of 
the  greatest  importance;  secondly,  brain,  or  intellect,  to 
direct,  and  lastly,  body  to  perform  the  work.  Willingness  to 
labor  depends  upon  conscious  and  subconscious  will.  Con- 
sciously, wages  are  largely  influential  in  producing  the  will 
to  work;  subconsciously,  the  realization  of  fair  treatment 
by  employers,  and  conditions  in  the  factory  tending  toward 
health,  such  as  correct  illumination,  temperature,  ventilation 
and   sanitation. 

There  are  four  qualities  in  illumination  which  should  be 
considered:  first,  the  correct  amount  of  light,  that  is,  the 
happy  medium  between  dimness  and  dazzling  brilliancy;  sec- 
ond, the  lack  of  glare  of  high  intrinsic  brilliancy;  third,  the 
lack  of  flickering,  and  lastly,  the  elimination  of  harmful  radi- 
ations. 

Under  the  correct  amount  of  light  we  may  say  that  the 
eye  is  able  to  work  under  a  broad  range  of  intensities.  Thus, 
we  can  often  read  accurately  in  moonlight  and  still  can  do 
so  in  dazzling  sunlight,  the  latter  being  over  a  million  times 
the  brilliancy  of  the  former.  It  may  be  stated,  however,  that 
dependent  upon  the  class  of  work,  the  eye  should  be  exer- 
cised under  from  %  foot  candle  to  15  foot  candles.  Glare  is 
an  extremely  harmful  characteristic  in  any  illumination.  It 
not  only  cuts  down  the  ability  of  the  eye  to  see  accurately, 
but  produces  eyestrain  and  nervousness.  Flickering  is  also 
an   extremely  deleterious   quality.     Its  results  are  about  the 
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same  as  are  produced  by  glare:  inefficiency  of  the  eye  in 
worliing,  togetlier  witli  eyestrain,  due  to  the  rapidity  with 
which  the  eye  tries  to  re-focus  under  the  different  intensities. 
This  quality  may  be  brought  about  in  either  one  of  two 
ways.  Either  the  light  source  varies  in  intensity  or  the  light 
upon  a  given  plane  of  working  is  not  even.  In  either  case  the 
eye  must  re-focus  very  often. 

The  most  effective  rays  in  producing  vision  are  the  yel- 
low and  green.  The  fact  that  these  are  the  principal  rays 
in  the  spectrum  of  the  Cooper  Hewitt  lamp  accounts  largely 
for  the  reason  why  many  consider  it  to  have  very  high 
illuminating  efficiency.  The  rays  on  either  side  of  these  in 
the  natural  spectrum  are  of  less  practical  value,  since  they 
require  to  be  much  more  powerful  in  order  to  produce  the 
sense  of  vision,  and  hence  strain  and  fatigue  the  eye  to  a 
correspondingly  greater  extent.  The  red  and  heat  rays  are 
particularly  irritating  for  this  reason.  The  different  colors 
also  produce  well  known  mental  effects.  Thus,  red  is  exciting, 
while  blue  and  violet  are  depressing.  The  use  of  a  red  flag 
in  bull  fights  and  the  well  known  expression  "feeling  blue" 
are  recognitions  of  this  fact.  Yellow  gives  contentment,  while 
green  is  restful. 


Shop  Lighted  by  Cooper-Hewitt  Mercury  Arc  Lamps. 

Many  consider  that  the  mercury  vapor  lamp  has  quali- 
fications which  are  extremely  advantageous  to  industrial 
illumination.  It  is  a  scientific  fact  that  the  eye  will  focus 
more  accurately  under  the  green  rays  produced  by  this  lamp 
than  under  a  combination  of  the  seven  colors  of  the  spec- 
trum. For  this  reason  it  is  extremely  advantageous  to 
employ  the  light  where  accurate  eye  work  is  required.  It 
is  evident  for  the  same  reason  that  the  eye  can  see  more  dis- 
tinctly under  lower  intensity  of  illumination  with  green  light 
than  with  a  combination  of  the  seven  colors  of  the  spec- 
trum. The  application  of  this  to  Industrial  illumination  re- 
sults in  the  ability  to  entirely  eliminate  auxiliary  lights  of 
small  candle  power  where  ordinarily  the  illumination  from 
an  overhead  system  would  not  be   sufficient. 

The  light  produced  by  the  mercury  vapor  lamp  is  ex- 
tremely low  in  intrinsic  brilliancy,  the  amount  of  light  being 
produced  rather  from  the  area  than  from  the  brilliancy  of 
•the  source.  This  results  in  a  total  absence  of  glare,  not 
only  where  the  source  is  directly  exposed  to  the  eye,  but 
from  polished  surfaces.  This  reflection  of  glare  from  polished 
surfaces  is  found  to  be  extremely  annoying  and  of  as  serious 
a  character  as  the  exposing  of  the  direct  rays  of  the  lamp. 

Where  Cooper  Hewitt  lamps  are  employed,  the  system 
is  of  an  overhead  character.  The  lamps  are  placed  to  light 
a  certain  number  of  square  feet  and  are  laid  out  symmet- 
rically, regardless  of  the  placing  of  the  work  beneath.  This 
produces  a  perfectly  evenly  distributed  light  on  the  floor.  It 
may  be  seen,  therefore,  that  upon  a  working  surface  no  dif- 


ferent intensities  of  illumination  will  be  found,  and,  there- 
fore, the  eye  will  not  be  called  upon  to  re-focus.  The  source, 
which  is  the  tube  varying  in  length  with  the  different  types 
of  lamps,  is  a  steady  line  of  light,  being  in  any  given  period 
of  exactly  the  same  intensity.  The  length  of  the  source  is 
a  very  decided  advantage,  tending  towards  distribution  and 
the  elimination  of  distinct  shadows. 

An  analysis  of  the  qualities  of  the  mercury  vapor  lamp 
will  show  that  where  color  values  are  of  little  importance, 
the  other  qualities  of  the  light  are  exactly  those  which  are 
required  to  produce  correct  illumination  for  employees  in 
industrial  work.  The  importance  of  this  cannot  and  must 
not  be  overlooked.  For  instance,  in  one  of  the  large  silk 
mills  of  the  east,  it  is  figured  by  a  well  known  cost  expert 
that  the  expense  of  producing  their  product  at  night  is  20 
per  cent  higher  than  that  of  producing  it  in  the  daytime.  This 
may  have  been  due  to  several  things,  but  must  be  largely 
attributed  to  inferior  illumination.  Had  those  people  in  their 
factory  had  an  illumination  during  the  dark  hours  which  was 
ac  good  for  working  purposes  as  the  best  daylight,  their  cost 
of  production  during  that  time  would  very  evidently  have  been 
largely  decreased.  It  seems  strange  that  the  importance 
of  this  consideration  has  been  overlooked,  particularly  in 
view  of  the  fact  of  the  extremely  low  comparative  cost  of 
units  of  illumination  and  of  their  operation. 

A  large  modern  factory,  it  may  be  figured,  can  produce 
power  at  a  cost  of  one  per  cent  per  kilowatt  hour.  A  mer- 
cury vapor  lamp  can  be  run  five  hours  at  a  power  expendi- 
ture of  one  kilowatt  hour.  On  an  average  in  industrial  light- 
ing one  mercury  vapor  lamp  will  take  care  of  at  least  two 
men.  Figure  an  average  cost  of  40  cents  per  hour  to  employ 
these  two  men.  This  would  mean  an  expense  of  $2.00  to 
employ  these  two  men  five  hours,  whereas  perfect  light  for 
them  can  be  produced  for  one  cent.  In  other  words,  if  per- 
fect light  will  save  one-half  of  one  per  cent  of  a  man's  time, 
it  has  paid  for  its  total  cost  of  operation. 

Not  only  that,  but  the  value  of  machinery  and  factory 
investment  is  increased  in  proportion  as  the  efficiency  of  the 
men  is  increased.  Thus,  with  improved  illumination  it  is 
not  difficult  to  imagine  that  20  machines  will  do  the  work 
that  25  had  done  heretofore.  The  value  of  the  given  invest- 
ment has  increased  20  per  cent,  or  probably  ten  times  the 
value  of  the  lighting  units  to  produce  this  result. 

These  are  the  important  considerations  in  any  lighting 
installation,  and  cannot  be  overlooked.  Any  system  of  figur- 
ing which  does  not  consider  these  points  is  entirely  falla- 
cious   and   can   mean   but   little. 

As  far  as  actual  operating  cost  goes,  however,  it  may  be 
said  that  many  consider  the  mercury  arc  lamp  to  be  one  of 
the  most  efficient  units  at  present  on  the  illumination  mar- 
ket. Further,  its  cost  of  up-keep  is  extremely  low,  both  as 
to  attention  and  repair  parts  required  to  operate,  and  as  to 
the  actual  renewal  expense  of  the  tubes.  It  may  be  con- 
servatively said  that  %c  per  kilowatt  hour  will  cover  all  main- 
tenance and  expense  of  operation. 


TRADE    NOTES. 

The  Great  Northern  Railway,  which  already  has  nearly 
4,000  miles  of  track  equipped  with  telephone  train  dispatch- 
ing equipment,  has  just  placed  an  order  with  the  Western 
Electric  Company  for  thirty-two  telephone  selectors  to  equip 
its  Cascade  Division. 

The  Arctic, Mining  and  Power  Company  have  closed  con- 
tracts for  an  electric  generating  plant  to  supply  power  tor 
use  at  their  mine  in  Nevada  County,  Cal.,  and  also  for  trans- 
mission about  ten  miles  to  surrounding  mines.  The  Fort 
■Wayne  Electric  Works  will  furnish  a  complete  5-panel  switch- 
board for  the  distribution  of  the  current  from  a  600-kw.,  6000- 
volt  generator  ordered  from  the  Ridgway  Dynamo  and  En- 
gine Company  of  Ridgway,  Pa. 
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FINANCIAL. 

AUBURN,  WASH. — The  Council  is  to  call  a  special  elec- 
tion soon  for  the  purpose  of  bonding  the  town  for  $15,000  for 
municipal  purposes, 

ELLENSBURG,  WASH.— Voters  of  this  city  are  to  be 
asked  to  approve  a  bond  issue  of  $100,000  to  improve  the 
municipal  light  plant. 

■  SACRAMENTO,  CAL.— That  $100,000  will  be  spent  in  the 
next  year  in  extending  the  Bast  Sacramento  Water  System 
is  the  statement  made  by  H.  McClelland,  president  of  the 
East  Sacramento  Water  Co. 

EUGENE,  ORE. — Bids  will  be. received  by  city  recorder, 
R.  S.  Bryson,  up  to  Aug.  24th  for  the  purchase  of  $57,000 
light,  power  and  water  bonds. 

SEATTLE,  WASH.— J.  D.  Ross,  superintendent  of  light- 
ing, will  call  for  bids  at  once  for  the  painting  of  about  20,000 
light  poles  throughout  the   city. 

PENTICTON,  B.  C. — Bids  were  received  up  to  August 
10th  for  furnistiing  of  electrical  equipment,  power  station, 
pressure  pipe  and  plant  complete. 

SEATTLE,  WASH.— The  Seattle-Tacoma  Power  Co.,  7th 
and  Jefferson  Streets,  will  erect  a  $1,000,  1  story,  fireproof, 
steel  and  reinforced  sub-station,  1763  Railroad  Avenue,  near 
East  Waterway.     Owners,  architects  and  builders. 

MONMOUTH,  ORE. — The  City  Council  has  taken  up  a 
bill  preparatory  to  the  issuance  of  bonds  for  the  construction 
of  a  water  system.  The  bill  provides  for  the  issuance  of 
$25,000,  but  for  the  sale  of  only  such  part  as  may  be  neces- 
sary to  complete  the  system. 

PORTLAND,  ORE.— The  Mt.  Hood  Ry.,  L.  &  P.  Co.,  Lewis 
bldg.,  have  taken  out  a  permit  for  the  construction  of  a  2 
story  reinforced  concrete  sub-station,  to  be  erected  at  the 
foot  of  Williams  Avenue.  The  building  to  cost  $60,000. 
The  owners  are  the  builders. 

SPOKANE,  WASH.— The  Spokane  Palls  Gas  Co.  is  to 
expend  $18,000  on  the  extension  of  its  mains  to  the  north  hill 
district.  Contracts  amounting  to  $15,000  have  been  let  to  the 
Improvement  Equipment  Company  of  New  York  for  recon- 
struction of  the  ooal  gas  generator  capacity. 

EXETER,  CAL. — Not  desiring  to  place  any  larger  debt 
than  is  necessary  on  the  city  of  their  adoption  the  trustees 
in  regular  session,  decided  to  cut  down  the  proposed  bond 
issue  to  the  tune  of  $3,000  or  to  call  for  $42,000  instead  of 
$45,000.  A  resolution  was  adopted  determining  that  the  public 
interest  and  necessity  demand  the  construction  of  a  water 
system  in  said  city,  and  the  estimated  cost  is  $42,000. 

WHITE  BLUFFS,  WASH.— It  is  probable  that  formal  an- 
nouncement will  be  made  within  two  months  by  the  Pacific 
Power  &  Light  Co.,  of  its  intention  of  the  expenditure  of  be- 
tween $6,000,000  and  $10,000,000  in  the  development  of  hydro- 
electric power  on  the  Columbia  river,  at  Priest  Rapids,  near 
this  city.  The  improvements  include  the  construction  of  a  dam 
at  the  rapids,  75  ft.  in  height,  construction  of  the  high  line 
ditch  of  the  Hanford  project,  and  the  construction  of  a  net- 
work of  electric  power  transmission  lines  in  this  vicinity  and 
providing  power  to   a  large   section   of  Eastern  Washington. 

LOS  ANGELES,  CAL.— John  B.  Miller,  president  of  the 
Southern  California  Edison  Company,  says  that  the  indus- 
trial growth  of  Southern  California  has  increased  to  such 
an  extent  that  more  electricity  is  now  used  for  power  than 


for  lighting  purposes.  A  close  scrutiny  of  the  increase  in  the 
use  of  power  shows  that  it  is  general  over  the  entire  sys- 
tem. The  manufacture  of  cement  has  been  the  largest  single 
industry  for  which  electric  power  has  been  used  until  re- 
cently, now  its  adaptation  to  pumping  oil  wells  and  for  re- 
fining purposes  is  taking  first  place.  And  the  agricultural 
phase  of  power  consumption  is  almost  as  important  as  the 
manufacturing  feature. 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL.— The  Metropolitan  Light  & 
Power  Co.  has  filed  an  agreement  in  the  U.  S.  Circuit  Court 
similar  to  that  of  the  San  Francisco  Gas  and  Electric  Co.  in 
regard  to  rebates.  Under  the  terms  of  the  agreement  the 
consumers  will  be  paid  back  the  sum  of  $38,791  for  the  year 
beginning  July  1,  1909,  and  $49,193  for  the  year  ending  June 
30,  1911.  The  interest,  amounting  to  $1606,  will  be  divided 
between  the  corporation  and  the  city  and  county  of  San  Fran- 
cisco after  the  expenses  of  Court  Commissioner  Maling  have 
been  paid.  Under  the  same  agreement  the  gas  rates  for  the 
next  six  months  ending  Jan.  1,  1912,  will  be  85c  per  thousand, 
and  after  that  date  until  June  30,  1912,  the  rate  will  be 
80c  per  thousand. 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL.— A  statement  of  the  receipts  of 
the  United  Railroads  for  the  year  1910,  on  which  a  percentage 
to  the  city  must  be  paid,  has  been  filed  by  the  company  with 
the  Supervisors.  It  puts  the  amount  of  the  city's  percentage 
at  $38,756.98.  The  amount  paid  for  1909  was  $37,482.  The 
figures  for  the  various  United  Railroads  lines  are  set  down 
in  the  statement.  Most  of  the  lines  pay  2  per  cent  of  the 
gross  receipts  to  the  city,  seven  of  tliem  3  per  cent,  and  one, 
that  running  on  6th  and  Sansome  streets,  4  per  cent.  The 
receipts  on  the  lines  subject  to  the  2-per-cent  tax  were 
$1,784,837.54,  on  the  3-per-cent  lines  $83,296.91,  and  on  the  4- 
per-cent  line  $14,033.49.  The  filing  of  the  statement  was  de- 
layed, as  the  company  wanted  to  ascertain  whether  or  not  the 
new  State  tax  law  relieved  it  from  liability  for  further  pay- 
ment of  its  franchise  percentages.  It  found  that  it  still  had 
to  pay. 

MODESTO,  CAL.— The  sale  of  the  lines,  equipm^ent, 
franchise  and  good  will  of  the  La  Grange  Water  and  Power 
Co.  in  Modesto  to  the  Sierra  and  San  Francisco  Power  Co. 
is  announced  officially  here.  The  price  paid  was  $50,000. 
This  transaction  ends  the  competition  between  two  lighting 
companies  of  the  city,  since  the  La  Grange  Co.  came  into 
the  field  over  five  years  ago.  It  is  understood  that  no  other 
branch  of  the  Mount  Whitney  Power  Co,  the  holding  com- 
pany for  the  La  Grange,  has  been  effected.  The  Sierra  and 
San  Francisco  Power  Co.,  of  which  George  W.  Bacon  of  New 
York  is  president  and  in  which  Patrick  Calhoun  is  heavily 
interested,  retails  power  in  no  part  of  the  country  except  in 
this  section  of  the  San  Joaquin  Valley.  The  big  plants  of  the 
company  near  here  send  80,000  h.-p.  into  Modesto,  and  the 
United  Railroads  in  San  Francisco  are  operated  by  the  com- 
pany. It  is  understood  that  John  Hays  Hammond  represents 
the  majority  of  the  capital  behind  the  corporation,  which  has 
just  sold  the  La  Grange  Power  Co. 


INCORPORATIONS. 


PORTLAND,  ORE. — Pierce-Tomlinson  Electric  Co.,  capital 
$1,000,  has  been  incorporated  by  T.  F.  Pierce. 

SAN  BERNARDINO,  CAL.— The  Pacific  Electric  Heating 
Co.  of  Ontario  has  been  incorporated  with  a  capital  stock 
of  $25,000.  The  incorporators  are:  E.  H.  Richardson,  B. 
C.  Shepard,  C.  A.  Shepard  and  T.  E.  Parke,  all  of  Ontario,  Cal. 
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ALBUQUERQUE,  N,  M.— The  Tucumcari  Light  and  Power 
Co.  has  been  incorporated  with  a  capital  stock  of  $100,000. 

CHELAN,  WASH.— The  East  Side  Telephone  Co.  of  Che- 
lan has  been  incorporated  for  $2,.''i00  by  H.  A.  Steele  and 
Chas.  Colver. 

CEDARHOME,  CAL.— The  Cedarhome  Telephone  Co.  of 
Cedarhome  has  been  incorporated  for  $10,000  by  Peter  Han- 
son and  N.  Nielson. 

UNDERWOOD,  CAL.— The  Underwood  Telephone  Co.  of 
Underwood  has  been  incorporated  for  $2,000  by  J.  H.  Hussey, 
M.  Smith  and  H.  Love. 

SEATTLE,  WASH.— The  Williams  Submarine  Telegraph 
Co.  of  Seattle  has  been  incorporated  for  $1,000,000  by  A. 
Williams,  Horace  P.  Chapman  and  G.  Parsons. 


ILLUMINATION. 

ASHLAND,  ORB. — The  franchise  of  the  Ashland  Electric 
Light  &  Power  Co.  has  been  revolted.  The  city's  municipal 
plant  will  soon  be  in  operation. 

GRANDVIEW,  WASH.— This  place  has  granted  a  50-year 
franchise  to  the  Pacific  Power  &  Light  Co.  to  furnish  elec- 
tricity.    Service  to  be  furnished  in  60  days. 

SIERRA  MADRE,  CAL.— The  Southern  Counties  Gas 
Co.  will  supply  Arcadia,  South  Santa  Anita  and  Elmonte  with 
gas  from  the  Monrovia  plant  as  soon  as  the  main  line  now 
being  extended  is   completed. 

MARYSVILLE,  CAL.— The  Northern  Electric  intends  ex- 
pending a  considerable  amount  of  money  in  Marysville  within 
the  next  three  or  four  months  for  the  erection  of  new  car 
barns  and  a  passenger  station  on  C  St.,  also  building  new 
yards  and  tracks. 

SAN  BERNARDINO,  CAL.— The  Board  of  Supervisors  has 
passed  an  ordinance  granting  to  the  Southern  California  Gas 
Co.  a  franchise  for  a  period  of  fifty  years,  to  maintain  a  sys- 
tem of  gas  pipes  under  and  along  public  roads  and  highways 
of  San  Bernardino  County  for  furnishing  gas  for  heat,  light 
and  power. 

WATTS,  CAL. — The  Pacific  Light  and  Power  Co.,  through 
its  representatives,  Messrs.  Burns  and  Davis,  presented 
a  proposition  to  the  board  for  electricity  and  furnishing  the 
city  forty-five  lights  at  a  flat  rate  of  $150  a  month.  $9,000 
being  the  cost  of  construction.  A  contract  for  five  years  was 
entered  into. 

HONOLULU,  T.  H.— The  progressive  towns  of  Wailuku 
and  Kahului  are  to  have  electric  light  and  power,  for  the 
distribution  and  supply  of  which  a  franchise  was  granted 
to  the  Hon.  H.  P.  Baldwin,  B.  A.  Wadsworth,  J.  N.  S.  Wil- 
liams, D.  C.  Lindsay,  C.  D.  Lufkin,  .James  L.  Coke  and  W.  T. 
Robinson.  As  the  result  of  tliis  decision  the  franchise  has 
finally  been  purchased  by  the  Island  Investment  Co.  of  this 
city,  which  will  erect  the  necessary  plant  midway  between 
Kahului  and  Wailuku  and  later  turn  both  plant  and  franchise 
over  to  the  Maui  Electric  Co. 

SAN  BERNARDINO,  CAL.— For  the  purpose  of  establish- 
ing a  $75,000  central  plant  for  furnishing  gas  to  San  Bernar- 
dino, Redlands,  Riverside  and  Colton,  the  Southern  Cali- 
fornia Gas  Co.,  a  subsidiary  corporation  of  the  Pacific  Light 
and  Power  Co.,  has  purchased  seven  acres  of  land  near  Colton. 
The  plant  is  to  be  constructed  at  once,  plans  now  being 
drawn  up.  The  lighting  company  recently  was  gi-anted  a 
franchise  covering  the  roads  of  the  county,  by  the  Board  of 
Supervisors.  Five  thousand  dollars  was  paid  for  the  build- 
ing site,  which  is  located  On  Colton  Avenue,  just  south  of 
Colton. 


SAN  JOSE,  CAL. — J.  H.  Hornung,  representative  of  the 
Great  Western  Power  Co.  announces  that  his  company  will 
put  men  in  the  field  here  to  offer  contracts  for  light  and 
power  in  competition  with  the  United  Gas  and  Electric  Co., 
which  now  has  a  monopoly  in  the  local  field.  Hornung  states 
that  prices  less  than  those  which  obtain  will  be  offered,  and 
that  a  service  not  subject  to  breaks  on  account  of  accidents  on 
ditches  and  flumes  is  guaranteed.  Hornung,  in  telling  of 
the  concern's  backers  says:  "The  company  has  a  capital 
of  $25,000,000,  and  is  one  of  the  most  powerful  concerns  of 
the  kind  on  the  Coast.  It  recently  absorbed  the  City  Electric 
Co.  of  San  Francisco.  Edward  Hawley,  the  famous  railway 
man,  is  president,  while  the  interests  on  the  Pacific  Coast 
are  looked  after  entirely  by  Mortimer  Fleishhacker.  We  are 
arranging  now  to  put  a  cable  under  the  bay  and  furnish  elec- 
tric power,  generated  by  hydraulic  power,  into  San  Fran- 
cisco and  San  Jose  is  naturally  the  next  point  to  be  reached. 
We  shall  do  a  gas  and  electric  business,  and  our  solicitors 
will  sign  up   contracts  for  furnishing  light  and   power." 


TRANSMISSION. 

LEWISTON,  IDAHO.— The  Nez  Perce  Power  &  Light 
Co.  is  making  preparations  to  invade  this  territory,  accord- 
ing  to  reports. 

MOSIER,  ORE.— The  Pacific  Power  &  Light  Co.  has 
about  started  construction  work  on  an  electric  supply  line 
from  The  Dalles  to  this  place. 

CONCORD,  CAL.— The  Board  of  Trustees  passed  an  or- 
dinance granting  to  Great  Western  Power  Co.  a  fifty-year 
franchise  for  a  transmission  line  through  this  city. 

ROSBVILLE,  CAL.— The  Northern  Electr.c  Co.  proposes 
to  extend  its  electric  system  to  this  city  for  the  benefit  of 
the  fruit  interests  between  Roseville,  Orangeville  and  Fair 
Oaks. 

PT.  ANGELES,  WASH.— P.  J.  Woods  of  this  city  was 
awarded  the  $18,000  contract  by  the  Olympic  Power  Co.  for 
preparing  the  right  of  way  for  the  transmission  line  for  the 
entire  way  from  this  city  to  Irondale. 

RIVERSIDE,  CAL.— The  Board  of  Supervisors  has  passed 
an  ordinance  granting  to  Fred  B.  Mechling,  franchise  for  a 
period  of  fifty  years  for  a  transmission  line  along  all  public 
roads  and  highways  in  Riverside  County. 

SALINAS,  CAL.— The  Monterey  County  Gas  &  Electric 
Co.  has  made  application  to  the  board  of  supervisors  for  a 
franchise  for  a  period  of  thirty  years  for  a  transmission  line 
along  all  public  roads  of  Monterey  county. 

KLAMATH  FALLS,  ORE.— It  is  announced  that  the  Sis- 
kiyou Light  &  Power  Co.  is  having  surveys  made  for  the  ex- 
tension of  the  power  line  to  Klamath  Falls.  The  80  h.  p. 
turbine  has  been  installed  and  will  be  ready  for  operation 
in  about  3  weeks. 

SAN  BERNARDINO,  CAL.— The  Board  of  Supervisors 
has  awarded  the  franchise  for  an  electric  pole  line  through- 
out the  county  to  the  California,  Nevada  Power  Co.,  composed 
of  Denver  capitalists,  at  $150,000.  Work  will  start  at  once 
and   $10,000  will   be   expended  within   three  years. 


TRANSPORTATION. 
PORTLAND,  ORE. — Immense  car  barns  are  to  be  erected 
by  the  Portland  Railway,   Light  &   Power  Co.   between   East 
26th    and    East    28th    and    East    Burnside    and    East    Couch 
streets  in  this  city. 

BERKELEY,  CAL.— The  Council  has  passed  an  ordinance 
granting  permission  to  the  Oakland  Traction  Co.  a  franchise 
for  a  single  or  double  track  street  railroad,  to  be  operated 
by  electricity  upon  certain  streets  in  the  city  of  Berkeley. 
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SANTA  MONICA,  CAL. — The  city  council  has  passed  an 
ordinance  granting  to  the  Los  Angeles  Pacific  Company  the 
right  to  construct  and  for  a  period  of  forty  years  to  operate 
a  single  or  double  track  electric  railroad  along  certain  streets 
of  the  city. 

CORVALLIS,  ORE. — The  entire  holdings  of  the  Corvallis 
&  Alsea  River  Ry.  Co.  has  been  sold  to  the  Portland,  Eugene 
&  Eastern  Ry.  Co.,  including  31  miles  of  right  of  way  track 
terminals  at  this  place,  rolling  stock,  etc.  The  purchasing 
company,  it  is  reported,  will  electrify  IS  miles  of  the  road 
from  this  place  to  Monroe  and  then  extend  the  line  from 
Monroe  to  Eugene,  a  distance  of  22  miles.  Power  for  opera- 
tion of  the  new  line  will  be  furnished  by  the  Oregon  Power 
Co. 

OAKLAND,  CAL. — That  the  electrification  of  all  the  old 
S.  P.  lines  throughout  Oakland,  Alameda  and  Berkeley  will 
be  completed  by  the  first  of  December,  is  the  report  of  the 
engineers  in  charge  of  the  work.  This  includes  the  three 
lines  in  Alameda,  the  second  of  which  will  be  in  working 
order  within  the  next  two  weeks,  the  loop  over  Franklin  and 
20th  Streets  and  the  7th  Street  and  East  Berkeley  lines. 
Plans  are  being  drawn  for  the  enlargement  of  the  old  train 
sheds  at  the  mole  in  an  effort  to  do  away  with  the  long  waits 
and  confusion  caused  by  the  single-track  system  on  the  sub- 
urban lines.  It  is  proposed  to  have  two  tracks  for  the  horse- 
shoe, East  Berkeley  and  7th  Street  trains. 

OAKLAND,  CAL. — An  official  of  the  Oakland-Antioch 
Railway  announces  that  it  had  been  practically  decided  to 
construct  the  Danville  branch,  but  that  the  Martinez  project 
was  still  under  consideration.  The  present  terminal  of  the 
line  is  at  Bay  Point,  a  point  seven  miles  from  Martinez. 
Two  routes  are  being  considered  for  the  branch  to  this  place. 
The  first  is  along  the  shore  of  San  Francisco  Bay,  direct  from 
Bay  Point.  This  route  would  take  in  a  half-dozen  important 
manufactories  and  industries  situated  along  the  bay  shore. 
The  other  route  being  considered  is  to  branch  off  at  Concord, 
come  through  the  Alhambra  Valley,  touch  at  Pacheco  and 
on  into  Martinez.  The  branch  to  Danville  is  to  leave  the 
main  line  of  the  electric  road  at  Walnut  Creek. 


WATERWORKS. 

PUYALLUP,  WASH. — At  a  special  meeting  of  the  city 
council  it  was  decided  to  construct  a  pumping  station  and  lay 
water  mains   at   Maplewood   Springs. 

ASTORIA,  ORE. — Construction  is  under  way  on  the  con- 
tracts amounting  to  $100,000  to  include  the  building  of  new 
reservoir  and  laying  of  high  service  mains. 

CENTRALIA,  WASH.— The  Council  has  granted  to  the 
Washington-Oregon  Corporation  the  authority  to  maintain 
water  mains  across  public  streets  in  this  city. 

NOGALES,  ARIZ.— The  Nogales  town  council  has  decided 
to  call  a  bond  election  to  determine  whether  or  not  Nogales 
should  Issue  bonds  to  supply  funds  for  municipal  water  and 
sewer  system. 

PENDLETON,  ORE.— The  city  water  commission  has 
purchased  of  Nancy  E.  Despain  several  blocks  above  the  pres- 
ent reservoir  to  be  used  for  the  site  of  the  reservoir  for 
the  new  gravity  system. 

DORRIS,  CAL.— Sealed  bids  will  be  received  by  the  clerk 
of  the  Board  of  Trustees  up  to  August  25th,  1911,  to  build 
the  Dorris  Water  Works  system,  according  to  plans  and 
specifications  on  file  with  the  clerk. 

CHALLIS,  IDAHO.— The  electors  voted  bonds  for  the 
construction  of  a  system  of  municipal  water  works.  The 
proposition  was  carried  by  a  vote  of  six  to  one.  Within  the 
next  few  months  the  city  will  have  a  water  system. 


KLAMATH  FALLS,  ORE. — Announcement  has  been  made 
by  officials  of  the  Klamath  Palls  Light  and  Water  Company, 
that  Shippington,  that  portion  of  Klamath  Falls  bordering  on 
the  Upper  Klamath  Lake,  is  soon  to  be  supplied  with  city 
water. 

ASTORIA,  ORE.— The  Board  of  Water  Commissioners 
have  decided  to  put  in  a  dam  at  the  head  works  for  the 
purpose  of  increasing  the  storage  capacity  of  the  water 
system  and  the  engineer  has  been  ordered  to  prepare  and 
submit  plans  accordingly. 

TROY,  IDAHO.— The  Board  of  Trustees  has  offered  for 
sale  the  $12,000  negotiable  coupon  bonds,  to  bear  interest 
at  6  per  cent  per  annum  to  be  paid  on  first  days  of  January 
and  July  in  each  year  at  the  Chase  National  Bank,  New 
York,  N.  Y.,  to  be  due  in  20  years. 

MARSHPIELD,  ORE.— The  council  of  this  city  and  that 
of  North  Bend,  have  united  with  a  view  of  securing  data  in 
regard  to  the  construction  of  a  municipal  water  system  to 
serve  both  cities.  The  cost  of  construction  will  be  obtained 
and  a  competent  engineer  will  make  surveys  and  investigate 
other  water  supplies. 

CHELAN,  WASH. — Engineers  employed  by  O.  A.  Hoag 
have  started  preliminary  surveys  for  the  construction  of  a  pipe 
line  to  take  water  from  the  Chelan  river  for  power  purposes. 
The  water  will  be  taken  from  the  river  near  the  city  dam 
and  carried  to  a  point  near  Lake  Chelan  where  the  water  will 
be  utilized  in  a  water  plant. 

SANTA  ROSA,  CAL.— The  Santa  Rosa  Water  Works  has 
commenced  work  at  the  spring,  formerly  owned  by  the  Foun- 
tain Water  Co.  The  plans  of  the  company  have  not  been 
fully  matured  but  it  is  their  present  intention  to  proceed 
with  the  work  of  installing  a  rotary  pump  with  direct  con- 
nection with  an  electric  motor  which  will  be  used  to  pump 
water  from  the  spring  to  an  elevated  point  between  it  and 
the  present  reservoir  of  the  company. 

OAKLAND,  CAL. — The  Board  of  Supervisors  has  called 
for  bids  for  the  construction  of  a  water  plant  on  the  Alta- 
mont  road,  the  system  to  cost  in  the  neighborhood  of  $8,300. 
Bids  were  called  for  a  retaining  wall  in  the  San  Lorenzo 
creek  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $1400  and  a  bridge  and  re- 
taining wall  near  Brightside  to  cost  $3600.  The  contract  for 
the  construction  of  a  water  plant  on  the  Lake  Chabot  road 
was  let  to  Thomas  B.  Russell  on  his  bid  of  $2944. 


TELEPHONE  AND  TELEGRAPH. 

JOSEPH,  ORE.— J.  F.  McClain,  superintendent  of  the  Wal- 
lowa forest  reserve,  has  received  instructions  to  build  a  line 
from  Joseph  to  the  Rangers  camp,  a  distance  of  15  miles. 

VANCOUVER,  B.  C. — The  British  Columbia  Telephone  Co. 
has  presented  plans  for  the  construction  of  its  proposed  pole 
line  on  the  north  side  of  11th  avenue  from  Glen  to  Wood- 
land avenues,  and  for  underground  work  on  the  south  side 
of   Pender   street. 

HOLLISTER,  IDAHO. — The  local  telephone  system  and 
exchange  connecting  with  the  Bell  line  to  Twin  Palls  and 
other  points  on  that  system  and  communicating  with  Jar- 
bidge  over  the  line  of  the  Idaho,  Nevada  Telephone  Com- 
pany will  be  established  as  soon  as  sufficient  subscriptions 
have  been  obtained. 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL.— The  architectural  department 
of  the  Pacific  Tel.  &  Tel.  Co.,  with  offices  in  the  New  Mont- 
gomery exchange  building,  have  completed  the  plans  for  the 
construction  of  a  three  story  and  basement  brick  building, 
which  will  be  used  for  the  company's  business  in  the  Sunset 
District.  The  building  will  be  located  on  H  street  near  19th 
avenue  and  when  completed  will  cost  in  the  neighborhood  of 
$30,000. 
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HUNTING  RESERVOIR  SITES  IN  THE  HIGH  ROCKIES 


BY  ROBERT  SIBLEY. 


During  the  past  several  years  the  progress  of  the  Today  the  change  is  marvelous.     Mineral  produc- 

great  Northwest  in  matters  of  development  has  been  tion  in  the  State  is  already  exceeded  by  agricultural 

next  to  miraculous.     The  conversion  of  barren  lands  returns.     In    Eastern   Montana    gigantic    reclamation 

into  rich  fruit  bearing  regions  has  taken  place  on  all  projects  are  being  undertaken  both  by  the  government 


Pig.  1.     Delightful  Summer  Lodge  of  the  O.  W.  Kerr  Company.    Charlos,    Montana.      Typical    of    the 

many  artistic  retreats  being  constructed  in  the   Bitter   Root  Valley. 

Large   canal   shown    below     club    house. 


sides.  Especially  is  this  true  of  that  portion  of  the 
Northwest  situated  in  Western  Montana.  A  few  years 
ago  this  great  commonwealth  was  known  as  the  Treas- 
ure State,  symbolic  of  its  great  wealth  in  mineral  re- 
sources. Its  millions  of  acres  of  arid  lands  in  the 
eastern  portion  of  the  State  were  thought  to  be  hardly 
fit  for  sheep  herding,  while  the  timbered  lands  on  the 
Pacific  Slope  were  thought  to  involve  too  heavy  an 
expense  in  clearing  to  ever  be  of  profitable  value. 


and  private  enterprise  under  the  Carey  land  act.  These 
transitions  are  second  place,  however,  to  the  beautiful 
and  scientific  development  taking  place  in  the  pro- 
tected valleys  in  the  western  portion  of  the  State. 
Here,  lands  that  were  stripped  of  every  available  stick 
of  timber  and  left  to  bleach  their  once  sheltered  soils 
in  the  noonday  sun  are  beginning  to  reappear  as 
modern  productive  orchards,  fruitful  and  profitable. 
Typical  among  these  valleys  is  the  fertile  Bitter 
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Root  which  extends  north  and  south  about  sixty 
miles  in  length  and  varies  in  width  from  four  to  twelve 
miles.  At  the  head  of  this  valley  where  the  beautiful 
Bitter  Root  river  joins  the  murky  Missoula  is  located 
the  thriving  Western  IVTontana  metropolis,  the  city  of 
Missoula.  According  to  the  last  ofificial  census  returns 
Missoula  ranks  third  in  cities  of  the  State  with  a  tribu- 


Fig.   2.     A  Few   of  the   Native  Aborigines   Encoun- 
tered  in   Hunting   Reservoir   Sites. 

tary  population  of  about  fifteen  thousand  people. 
The  Bitter  Root  valley  is  of  historic  interest,  as  it  was 
traversed  from  end  to  end  by  Lewis  and  Clark  over  a 
century  ago.  It  was  first  called  to  the  attention  of  the 
world,  however,  when  the  late  Marcus  Dailey  located 
his  gigantic  stock  farm  in  the  very  heart  of  this  pro- 
ductive valley.  This  farm  had  within  its  holdings 
some  twenty-seven  thousand  acres  and  after  a  few 
years'  operation  it  produced  to  the  world  many  record- 
breaking  thoroughbreds. 

The  eastern  side  of  the  valley  is  being  supplied 
with  water  by  a  private  enterprise  known  as  the  Bitter 
Root  Valley  Irrigation  Company.  The  company  has 
reservoired  a  large  lake  in  the  western  side  of  the 
valley  with  cubical  contents  of  some  25,000  acre  feet 
of  storage,  which,  together  with  the  natural  flow  of 
streams  crossed  on  line  during  early  months  of  irri- 
gation, it  proposes  to  irrigate  about  40,000  acres  of 
rich  fruit  lands.  The  water  is  syphoned  across  the 
valley  by  a  steel  pipe  six  feet  in  diameter  and  thence 
conveyed  by  ditch  some  seventy  miles,  feeding  numer- 
ous laterals  en  route. 

Another  enterprising  company  materially  assisting 


in  the  development  of  the  Bitter  Root  Valley  is  the 
O.  AV.  Kerr  Company  of  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  whose 
delightful  summer  lodge  is  shown  in  Fig.  1.  This  com- 
pany's holdings  are  situated  at  the  upper  end  of  the 
valley  on  the  west  side  of  the  Bitter  Root  river. 

The  west  side  of  the  valley  has  an  unusual 
natural  supply  of  water.  The  mountains  on  the 
west  side  are  steep  and  precipitous  and  contain  nu- 
merous small  lakes  hidden  under  the  brow  of  banks  of 
perpetual  snows.  From  end  to  end  the  west  side  is 
traversed  about  eveiy  live  miles  by  cool,  swiftly  run- 
inng  mountain  streains.  These  streams  are  not  only  cool 
and  refreshing  to  drink,  but,  being  loaded  with  trout, 
furnish  abundant  sport  for  those  inclined  toward  this 
branch  of  recreation.  As  most  of  these  swiftly  running 
streams  are  easily  diverted  upon  the  neighboring  lands, 
the  eariy  settlers  appropriated  the  natural  rights  many 
times  over.  In  the  early  days  the  lower  lands  of  the 
valley  were  thought  to  be  more  fertile,  especially  for 
grain  and  hay,  and  as  it  was  an  easier  task  to  construct 
ditches  upon  these  lands  than  those  higher  up  on  the 
benches,  nearly  all  the  older  rights  in  the  streams 
belong  to  the  lower  lands. 

Science  has  shown  later  that  the  rich  bench  lands 
back  up  near  the  break  between  the  mountains  and 
valley  are  by  far  the  best  suited  to  high  class  orchards. 
Here  the  famous  Mcintosh  red  apple  is  king,  and 
Lambert  and  Bing  cherries  prove  tougher  in  skin,  due 
to  the  cool  nights,  and  consequently  better  shippers 
than  known  any  other  place  in  the  world. 

As  the  streams  bounding  down  from  the  high 
Bitter  Root  mountains  to  the  west  emerge  through 
steep  box  canyons  a  new  problem  presents  itself  when 
the  rancher  endeavors  to  put  a  gravity  system  of  irri- 
gation upon  his  orchard  tract.  First  as  his  land  is  just 
being  reclaimed  the  natural  flow  of  the  stream  is  prob- 
ably already  appropriated  many  times  over,  and  second, 
the  rocky  approaches  from  stream  to  land  make  it 
costly  to  bring  water  upon  his  land  as  the  acreage  fed 
by  each  stream  is  small.  Hence  it  is  first  necessary 
for  him  to  store  flood  waters  to  acquire  necessary 
water  rights,  and  second  his  little  distributing  system 
must  be  most  carefully  and  scientifically  planned. 

It  was  the  solution  of  this  problem  over 
and  over  again  that  caused  the  writer  of 
this  article  to  go  into  the  high  recesses  of 
the  Bitter  Root  mountains,  get  reservoir 
data,  build  dams  and  headgates,  and  finally 


Fig.   3.     A  Typical   Storm  Gate  Construction,  Bitter    Root    Valley. 


In   the   Heart   of   the   Rockies. 


August   19,   1911.] 
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4.     A    Delightful    Trout    Pool,    a    Camp    in    the     Heart    of    the  _  Bitter    Root    Mountains,    a    Con- 
struction  Pack  Train  and  Hotel  de  Bum,   Miles    From  Civilization. 


,:^- 
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.5.      A    Twenty-Foot    Rock    Crib    Dam    in    Con  5truction    at    Upper    Twin    Lake    and    a  Mammoth 
Snowslide    Effect    Encountered    on    Line. 


bring  the  water  tipon  the  land.  Many  interesting"  Httle 
problems  had  to  be  solved,  and  I  shall  endeavor  to 
touch  briefly  upon  a  few  of  these. 

The  best  authorities  consider  that  24  in.  of  rain- 
fall is  ample  in  Western  Montana,  if  carefully  distrib- 
uted, to  properly  irrigate  and  mature  all  kinds  of  crops. 
The  rainy  season  takes  place  as  a  rule  during  the 
month  of  June,  consequently  it  is  considered  that  18  in. 
of  water  acttially  delivered  upon  the  land  is  ample  for 
irrigation  of  all  sorts.  In  extensive  irrigation  systems 
12  in.  is  allowed  for  loss  by  seepage  and  evaporation, 
as  conduits  are  all  dirt  ditches  whenever  possible. 
Hence,  in  laying  out  a  typical  irrigation  system  in 
Western  Montana  from  24  to  30  in.  of  water  are  al- 
lowed, or  in  other  words  from  2  to  2j4  acre  ft.  per 
acre  to  be  irrigated. 

Due  to  the  heavy  snows  in  the  high  mountains  to 
the  west  it  is  found  that  water  in  sufificient  quantities 
many   times   over  can   be   supplied   from    neighboring 


streams  to  irrigate  all  available  lands  up  to  July  1st, 
or  in  good  years  until  July  15th.  For  orcharding  it  is 
necessary  to  irrigate  to  September  1st,  or  in  other 
words,  six-  weeks'  storage  must  be  supplied  in  the 
mountains  to  tide  over  flood-water  rights  in  the  nat- 
ural stream. 

By  the  statutes  of  Montana  a  miner's  inch  of 
water  is  thus  defined :  One  cubic  foot  per  second  shall 
be  equivalent  to  forty  miner's  inches.  Let  us  suppose 
for  a  moment  that  we  are  looking  at  a  stream  of  water. 
That  in  this  stream  blocks  of  ice  measuring  exactly 
1  ft.  by  1  ft.  by  1  ft.,  or  in  a  word,  1  cu.  ft.  in  contents 
are  floating  down  past  our  field  of  vision.  We  have  a 
stop  watch  in  our  hands  and  count  the  number  of 
blocks  of  ice  that  flow  past  us  every  second.  Now, 
then,  if  five  flow  past  per  second  the  ice  when  melted 
would  represent  5  second  feet  of  water,  or  200  miner's 
inches  of  water,  Montana  statutes. 

The  first  settlers  of  the  State  early  acquired  the 


Fig.  IJ. 


yome  Severe  Cliff  Work  Along  Line,  an  Bng-iueer's    Pack    Train,    the    Perpetual    Snows    of 
the    Bitter    Roots,    and    a    Typical    Deliciously   Cool    Waterfall. 
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Fig.    7.      On   Snowshoes   Reservoir  Hunting,   a   Typical   Pack.    Some   Stiff   Climbing   and   the   Top   of 

Alt.   Lolo.   Missoula's  Weather  Barometer. 


wasteful  habit  of  figuring  1  in.  of  water  to  be  neces- 
sary to  irrigate  an  acre  of  ground.  By  careful  experi- 
ments at  the  Agricultural  College  at  Bozeman,  how- 
ever, it  has  been  found  that  two-fifths  of  a  miner's  inch 
per  acre  properly  applied  is  more  than  ample.  Two- 
fifths  of  a  miner's  inch  of  water  flowing  through  the 
irrigation  season  will  cover  an  acre  of  land  approxi- 
mately lYz  ft.  deep.  Hence  the  term  two-fifths  of  a 
miner's  inch  per  acre  of  the  natural  stream  flow  and 
2y2  acre  feet  of  flood  rights  are  practically  one  and  the 
same  thing. 

In  estimating  the  necessary  storage  to  be  acquired 
per  acre  of  arid  land  it  is  considered  b}-  good  authori- 
ties that  if  1  acre  foot  of  storage  per  acre  is  allowed  and 
this,  combined  with  part  of  the  flood  rights  in  an 
average  Bitter  Root  A'alle}-  stream  will  be  ample  for 
orchard  purposes. 

After  locating  on  the  flood  rights  of  the  stream 
the  next  step  as  a  rule  is  to  see  what  the  chances  are 
of  making  cheap  storage  on  the  stream.  It  is  to  be 
remembered  that  the  acreage  to  be  irrigated  as  a  rule 
usually  lies  between  200  to  400  acres,  consequently 
nothing  but  the  most  economical  kind  of  construction 
work  is  possible,  for  the  costs  soon  become  prohibitive 
when  figured  on  costs  per  acre,  which  is  the  final  test 
to  be  applied  before  the  work  is  undertaken.  To  meet 
the  common  practice  in  the  valley,  the  entire  instal- 
lation, consisting  of  dams,  ditches,  headgates,  rights- 
of-way  and  everything  complete,  is  reasonable  if  under 
forty  dollars  per  acre,  but  is  absolutely  prohibitive  if 
above  sixty  to  seventy  dollars  per  acre. 

In  the  location  of  main  canals  and  laterals  up  to 
a  capacity  of  25  sec.  ft.,  a  grade  of  5.28  ft.  per  mile 


for  main  canal  and  10.56  per  mile  for  lateral  is 
found  to  be  best  suited  for  the  decomposed  granite 
soil  of  the  Bitter  Root  valley.  In  many  cases  it  is  not 
possible  to  give  such  grades  as  this.  In  fact,  in  the 
location  of  a  canal  below  Missoula  known  as  the  Grass 
A'alle}-  ditch,  taking  \vater  from  the  ]\Iissoula  river 
and  distributing  it  fifteen  miles  below,  a  grade  as  low 
as  y2  ft.  per  mile  was  found  absolutely  necessary  in 
order  to  raise  water  where  desired.  The  soil  here  was 
not  decomposed  granite,  however,  but  a  clay  admix- 
ture, and  consequently  seepage  losses  slight. 

The  headgates  are  usually  built  in  log  cribs  filled 
with  rock.  A  favorite  design  in  the  valley  is  to  have 
two  gates,  one  for  supply  control  and  one  at  the  imme- 
diate out-take,  known  as  the  "storm-gate."  This  storm- 
gate  is  not  watertight,  but  is  so  built  as  to  drain  the 
stream  entirely  in  low  water  and  yet  to  bear  the  brunt 
of  the  high-water  onslaught  without  damage.  Fig.  3 
is  a  typical  illustration  of  a  storm-gate. 

The  main  canals  are  usually  from  5  to  6  ft.  across 
the  bottom,  2  to  3  ft.  deep,  and  have  side  slopes  of 
1  to  1.  A  variation  from  1  to  1  slide  slope  is  very 
unusual.  In  the  hillside  work  encountered  man}-  pre- 
fer the  carrying  portion  of  the  ditch  to  be  entirely  in 
virgin  sofl.  As  a  consequence  the  locating  engineer 
usually  designs  the  lower  side  of  the  ditch  so  as  to 
have  a  constant  cut  of  say  2  ft.  This  gives  rise  to 
simplified  computation  of  yardage,  and  will  be  illus- 
trated later. 

Flumes  are  built  largely  of  wood,  but  the  Magin- 
nis  steel  flume  has  been  found  most  successful  in 
operation  and  is  gaining  in  favor  among  the  newer 
installations. 


S.     Old    Bruin     Opposes    Reservoiring    Operations,   a   Glimpse   of    the   Most   Difficult   Survey- 
ing on  Record— Montana-Idaho  Boundary,  Lake    Coquina— Idaho,      Clearwater 
and      Lolo      Hot    Springs   in   Dead   of  Winter. 
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Fig  12  is  an  illustration  of  a  stretch  of  JNlaginiss 
steel  flume  installed  for  the  Bitter  Root  Stock  farm 
which  has  proved  highly  satisfactory. 

In  order  to  make  a  successful  trip  into  the  heart 
of  the  Rockies  in  search  of  reservoir  sites  many  things 
usually  of  small  importance  loom  up  as  gigantic  ob- 
stacles. It  may  be  that  the  proposed  exploration  is  to 
take  place  up  a  canyon  where  a  well-beaten  trail  is 
situated.  If  so,  the  task  is  much  simpler  than  if  a 
trip  is  proposed  in  a  canyon  gorge  filled  with  fallen 
timber,  slide-rock,  and  every  conceivable  impediment 
without  the  least  sign  of  a  trail  or  means  of  clearing 
one. 


anticipating  pack  trips  into  the  mountains.  I  once 
heard  of  a  gentleman  who  was  endeavoring  to  journey 
a  long  way  into  the  mountains  but  did  not  know  how 
to  throw  even  the  "squaw"  hitch,  but  just  wound  his 
blankets  over  the  horse  and  then  wound  a  rope  around 
and  around  the  horse's  belh'.  During  the  first  day's 
journey  he  met  a  prospector  coming  down  the  trail 
who  had  his  pack  tied  in  a  neat  "diamond."  The  old 
prospector  was  invited  to  supper,  and  in  the  course  of 
the  evening  the  drift  of  conversation  finally  shifted  to 
"packs"  and  "hitches."  The  old  prospector  proved  a 
walking  encyclopedia  in  this  specialized  subject.  He 
explained  with  such  minuteness  the  intricate  windings 


Fig,  12.  Maginiss  Steel  Fliiine  Installation  in  Bitter  Root  Valley,  cwned  by  the  Ravalli  Land  &  Irrigation 
Co.,  Hamilton.  Montana.  Flume  shown  is  246S  ft.  long,  has  top  diameter  S  ft.  10  in.,  and  under  a  grade  of  1  ft. 
per   1000  \vill   discharge   1S4   cu.   ft.   per  sec. 


In  either  case  each  member  of  the  party,  and  as 
a  rule  there  are  three,  should  have  a  supply  of  matches 
in  absolutely  watertight  case,  a  hand-axe  and  a  pocket 
transit  or  "Brunton."  In  addition,  in  the  wilds  of 
^^^estern  ^Montana,  it  is  a  good  piece  of  wisdom  for 
one  member  to  pack  a  rifle  and  the  other  two  to  have 
revolvers  strapped  to  their  belts.  Thus  equipped,  one 
is  in  a  fair  way  to  have  heat  and  food  if  a  hasty  retreat 
is  necessary,  or  if  the  members  get  separated  distress 
signals  can  be  heard. 

In  case  the  trip  is  to  be  made  a-foot  over  rough 
country,  as  is  usual  in  trail-less  mountain  canyons, 
each  member  must  pack  his  share  of  the  burden.  A 
pack  as  indicated  in  Fig.  7  has  been  found  by  the 
writer  to  be  the  most  convenient.  A\^ith  this  arrange- 
ment three  of  us  have  packed  blankets  and  supplies 
sufificient  to  last  us  for  three  weeks. 

As  stated  above,  the  trip  is  rosier  if  on  a  trail  and 
pack  horses  can  be  used.  In  case  pack  horses  are 
available  the  usual  querj^  arises  as  to  who  can  throw 
the  "diamond"  hitch.  This  is  a  most  important  ac- 
complishment  and    should   be    mastered   by    everyone 


of  the  "diamond"  and  "double  diamond"  that  our 
gentleman  friend  decided  to  attempt  it  the  next  morn- 
ing. The  prospector,  ever  seeking  for  knowledge  in 
his  knot-tying  hobby,  told  the  old  gentleman  he  would 
not  oversee  the  job  unless  he  first  demonstrated  the 
manner  in  which  he  had  packed  in  thus  far.  The  old 
gentleman  quickly  acquiesced  and  inwardly  chuckled, 
for  he  saw  visions  of  triumph  that  would  come  when 
he  should  ask  the  evident  all-authority  on  hitches,  the 
particular  name  of  his  hitch,  for  he  knew  there  was 
none.  After  he  had  rolled  the  blankets  over  the 
horses  back  and  under  his  bell)',  he  then  proceeded 
to  wind  and  wind  the  rope  around  the  horse,  but 
hardly  had  he  made  the  finishing  touch  when  he  was 
interrupted  by  an  explosion  from  the  prospector : 
"AVal,  wal,  I  ain't  seen  the  'Oregon  grape-vine'  since 
I  packed  in  twenty  year  ago  for  old  Prof.  Shelhorn, 
when  he  was  studying  botany  in  the  Kootenai." 

To  come  back  seriously  to  the  subject  of  packing, 
it  has  been  the  universal  experience  of  every  engineer 
whose  sphere  of  activities  leads  him  into  a  mountain- 
ous country  necessitating  packing  in  on  horses  that. 
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Fig.    13,     pet^iled   Method   of   Throwing   the    "Diamond   Hitch." 
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although  the  various  hitches  in  use,  including  the  so- 
called  "squaw"  hitch  are  a  matter  of  common,  knowl- 
edge, yet  one  is  thoroughly  impressed  with  how  un- 
common this  knowledge  is  when  we  are  put  right 
up  against  the  problem  of  securing  a  packer  to  prop- 
erly prepare  the  horses  for  a  dangerous  mountain 
trail. 

Some  three  years  ago  there  was  a  sudden  de- 
mand for  large  numbers  of  pack  horses  and  packers 
to  take  surveying  crews  into  the  great  Idaho  clear- 
water  over  to  the  west  of  the  Bitter  Root  Mountains. 
A  location  war  was  on  between  the  Northern  Pacific 
company  and  the  Harriman  lines  as  to  who  should 
control  the  Lolo  pass  from  Idaho  into  Montana.  So 
great  was  the  demand  for  packers  that  they  were  ob- 
tained with  difficulty,  consequently  some  of  the  engi- 
neering force  were  assigned  to  this  august  post.  Or- 
ders were  issued  and  each  pack  train  furnished  with 
a  blue  print  of  the  "diamond"  hitch  as  illustrated  in 
this  article.  It  proved  of  immense  service  in  the  quick 
dispatching  of  supplies.  It  is  a  good  plan  for  every 
practicing  engineer  whose  duties  call  upon  him  to  go 
into  a  country  necessitating  pack  trains,  to  get  out  be- 
hind the  barn  and  master  one  good  secure  form  of 
hitch  for  packing,  preferably  the  "diamond"  or  the 
"double-diamond,"  if  he  desires  to  pack  instruments 
at  any  tirne. 

The  illustration  shown  in  Fig.  6,  shows  a  dia- 
mond properly  made,  but  not  sufficient  care  in  plac- 
ing the  level  rod  upon  the  horse,  consequently  the 
rod  was  broken  by  the  horse  running  into  a  tree  at  a 
narrow  passage  in  the  trail. 

The  third  illustration,  in  Fig.  7.  shows  a  method 
of  rolling  blankets  and  packs  for  a  severe  trip  into  a 
very  inaccessible  country.  The  equipment  thus  packed 
on  shoulders  allows  the  highly  furnished  camping 
apartment  shown  in  Fig.  4. 

The  method  of  pitching  a  tent  by  cross-arm  sup- 
ports for  the  ridge-pole  shown  in  the  second  illustra- 
tion in  Fig.  4,  is  convenient  and  thoroughly  safe, 
although  not  so  artistic  as  upright'  support  and  side 
lashes.     ' 

Finally,  it  is  the  mastering  of  the  little  details  of 
camp  life  that  make  all  the  hardships  bearable  and  with 
these  mastered,  the  engineer  is  not  only  able  to  become 
an  expert  in  reservoir  hunting,  but  withal  finds  time 
to  commune  with  the  great  unfoldings  of  nature  en 
route,  an  enjoyment  so  unique  and  exquisite  only  those 
who  have  experienced  it  can  tell. 


HORSEPOWER  DEFINITION. 

BY    A.    I.    E.    E. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  a  horsepower  defined  as  550 
foot-pounds  per  second  represents  a  power  which  varies 
slightly  with  the  latitude  and  altitude  (from  743.3  to 
746.6  watts)  and  also  in  view  of  the  fact  that  different 
authorities  differ  as  to  the  precise  value  of  the  horse- 
power in  watts,  the  Standard  Committee  has  adopted 
746  watts  as  the  value  of  the  horsepower.  The  number 
of  foot-pounds  per  second  to  be  taken  as  one  horse- 
power is  therefore  such  a  value  at  any  given  place  as 
is  equivalent  to  746  watts ;  the  number  varies  from  552 
to  549  foot-pounds  per  second,  being  550  at  50  deg. 
latitude    (London),    and    550.5    at    Washington. 


NEWLY-ELECTED  WESTERN  MEN  A.  I.  E.  E. 

The  following  western  men  were  elected  as  asso- 
ciates in  the  A.  I.  E.  E.,  on  June  27,  1911 : 

Louis  Samuel  Baird,  engineer,  Adams-Bagnall 
Electric  Company,  600  Huron  Road,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

Robert  "'Almon  Balzari,  salesman,  Westinghouse 
Electric  &  Mfg.  Co.  165  Second  street,  San  Francisco, 
Cal. 

James  Milne  Barry,  assistant,  underground  elec- 
trical distribution  department,  Pacific  Gas  &  Electric 
Co.,  Sacramento,  Cal. 

John  Wesley  Bowdle,  superintendent  of  equip- 
ment, San  Diego  Home  Telephone  Co.,  San  Diego,  Cal. 

Frank  J.  Brann,  construction  foreman.  Ford, 
Bacon  &  Davis ;  residence,  3724  Army  street,  San 
Francisco,  Cal. 

Howard  Edwin  Brillhart,  station  foreman,  Great 
Falls  Power  Co.,  Anaconda,  Mont. 

Albert  F.  Cooke,  electrical  engineer,  Mt.  Hood 
Railway  &  Power  Co.,  604  Lewis  Bldg.,  Portland,  Ore. 

Clyde  Lindsly  Davis,  electrical  engineer,  Tono- 
pah  Mining  Co.,  Tonopah,  Nev. 

Clarence  Earl  Fleager,  division  plant  engineer. 
Pacific  Telephone  &  Telegraph  Co.,  86  West  Mission 
street,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

Arnt  Jacobsen,  electrical  machinist,  Seattle- 
Tacoma  Power  Co.;  residence,  1017  JefTerson  street, 
Seattle,  Wash. 

Samuel  Macaw  Kennedy,  general  agent.  Southern 
California  Edison  Co.,  Los  Angeles. 

Frank  Earl  Marc}',  district  manager,  Allis-Chal- 
mers  Co.;  residence  74  P  street,  Salt  Lake,  City,  Utah. 

John  James  Marshall,  assistant  superintendent  of 
machinery.  United  States  Mint,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

Hammond  Mathews,  chief  electrician,  .Vrizona 
Copper  Co.,  Clifton,  Arizona. 

Louis  Clififord  Mcintosh,  assistant  manager.  South- 
ern Pacific  General  Telegraph,  488  Pacific  Electric 
Bldg.,  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 

Thomas  ]\IcLean,  meter  tester,  Los  Angeles  Gas 
&  Electric  Corporation,  645  South  Hill  street,  Los 
Angeles,  Cal. 

Albert  Franklin  Menzel.  construction  foreman. 
General  Electric  Co.,  Nevada  Bank  Building,  San  Fran- 
cisco, Cal. 

T.  G.  Ouinn,  superintendent,  Alaska  Water,  Light 
&  Tel.  Co.rValdez,  Alaska. 

Frederick  P.  Rawson.  electrical  engineer,  Mt. 
Hood  Railway  &  Power  Co.,  608  Lewis  Bldg.,  Port- 
land, Ore. 

George  Walter  Shaver,  engineer,  Westinghouse 
Electric  &  Mfg.  Co.,  165  Second  street;  residence,  1032 
Thirty-third  avenue,   Oakland,  Cal. 

Charles  Alexander  Turner,  electrical  engineer. 
Pacific  Telephone  &  Telegraph  Co.,  140  New  Mont- 
gomery  street,   San    Francisco,   Cal. 

Erie  Leroy  Veuve,  consulting  engineer,  693  Pacific 
Electric  Bldg. ;  residence,  177  Ardmore  avenue,  Los 
Angeles,  Cal. 

iNIarkham  Cheever,  in  charge  of  chief  engineer's 
office,  Telluride  Power  Co.,  Provo,  Utah. 
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THE     ELECTRICAL    PRECIPITATION     OF 
SUSPENDED    PARTICLES.' 


BY  F.  G.  COTTEELL. 


The  removal  of  suspended  partcles,  from  gases, 
b}^  the  aid  of  electrical  discharges  is  by  no  means  a  new 
idea.  As  early  as  1824  we  find  it  suggested  by  Hohl- 
feld  as  a  means  of  suppressing  ordinary  smoke,  and 
again  a  quarter  of  a  century  later  by  Guitard.  These 
suggestions,  which  do  not  seem  to  have  stimulated  any 
practical  study  of  the  question,  were  soon  entirely 
forgotten  and  only  brought  to  light  again  by  Sir  Oliver 
Lodge  many  years  after  he  himself  had  independently 
rediscovered  the  same  phenomena  and  brought  them 
to  public  attention  in  a  lecture  before  the  Liverpool 
Section  of  the  Society  of  Chemical  Industry,  November 
3,  1886. 


plied  to  a  suspension  the  action  consists  for  the  most 
part  in  an  agglomeration  of  the  suspended  particles 
into  larger  aggregates  out  in  the  body  of  the  suspend- 
ing medium  and  a  consequently  more  rapid  settling  of 
these  aggregates  under  the  influence  of  gravity. 

Alternating  current  may  thus  be  used  to  advan- 
tage where  the  masses  of  gas  or  liquid  to  be  treated 
are  fairly  quiescent  and  a  simple  agglomeration  of  the 
suspended  particles  into  larger  aggregates  is  sufificient 
to  effect  separation  by  gravity  or  otherwise. 

In  the  case  of  the  large  volumes  of  rapidly  moving- 
gases  in  smelter  flues  the  agglomerating  and  settling 
process  is,  however,  too  slow  even  when  the  flues  are 
expanded  into  as  large  dust  chambers  as  are  com- 
mercially feasible.  It  is  in  such  cases  that  direct 
current  methods  have  been  particularly  important. 
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Plan  ot  Nine  Electrical  Precipitation  Units. 


Some  four  years  ago  while  studying  various 
methods  for  the  removal  of  acid  mists  in  the  contact 
sulphuric  acid  process,  the  author  had  occasion  to 
•repeat  the  early  experiments  of  Lodge  and  became 
convinced  of  the  possibility  of  developing  them  into 
commercial  realities.  The  work  described  in  the  pres- 
ent paper  may  fairlj^  be  considered  as  simply  the 
reduction  to  engineering  practice  as  regards  equipment 
and  construction  of  the  fundamental  processes  long 
since  laid  open  to  us  by  the  splendid  pioneer  work  of 
Lodge,  a  feat  vastly  easier  today  than  at  the  time  of 
Lodge  and  Walker's  original  attempt. 

The  precipitation  of  suspended  matter  whether  in 
gases  or  liquids  may  be  accelerated  by  electricity  in 
the  form  of  either  direct  or  alternating  current,  but 
the  mode  of  action  and  the  type  of  problem  to  which 
each  is  best  applicable  differ  in  certain  important 
respects. 

Where   an   alternating  electromotive   force   is  ap- 

'Abstracted  from  The  Journal  of  Industrial  and  Eng.  Chem., 
August,    1911. 


The  Balaklala,  or  First  National  Copper  Company, 
is  the  most  recent  of  the  Shasta  County  smelters,  hav- 
ing blown  in  its  first  furnace  in  1908. 

These  smelters  are  all  situated  in  the  narrow  pre- 
cipitous canyon  of  the  upper  Sacramento  River  and  its 
tributary,  the  Pitt.  The  region  itself  is  too  steep  and 
rocky  for  agriculture  but  was  once  heavily  wooded, 
although  now  swept  bare  of  vegetation  for  miles.  As  far 
as  the  canyon  itself  is  concerned  probably  all  the  dam- 
age possible  has  already  been  done  unless  reforestation 
were  undertaken.  This  latter  even  would  probably  be 
slow  and  difficult  work  as  since  the  loss  of  vegetation 
the  steep  hillsides  have  been  washed  bare  of  soil  for 
miles  around.  At  Redding,  however,  some  thirteen 
miles  below  Coram  and  seventeen  miles  below  Ken- 
nett,  the  canyon  widens  out  into  the  fertile  Sacramento 
valley  and  from  this  point  southward  for  some  twelve 
miles  further  lies  the  region  from  which  for  the  past 
two  years  have  come  increasingly  insistent  complaints 
against  the  smelters.  These  culminated  a  little  over  a 
year  ago  in  agreements  between  the  farmers  and  the 
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smelters  under  which  friendly  suits  were  brought  in 
the  federal  courts  and  injunctions  issued  by  stipulation 
requiring  the  smelters  to  remove  the  suspended  matter 
from  their  exit  gases  and  dilute  the  latter  to  such  an 
extent  that  their  sulphur  dioxide  content  should  not 
exceed  seventy-five  hundredths  of  one  per  cent  by 
volume  as  discharged  from  the  stacks,  with  the  further 
general  and  sweeping  provision  that  they  should  do 
no  damage.  ■ 

Fig.  1  is  a  plan  of  the  nine  electrical  precipitation 
units  or  chambers  in  their  relation  to  the  flue  system 
and  stack.  It  should  here  be  noted  that  the  two  large 
fans  indicated  in  the  drawing  are  not  required  for  the 


through  variable  resistance  and  induction  regulators  is 
rectified  into  an  intermittent  direct  current  as  aleady 
explained  and  distributed  to  the  individual  preciptating 
units. 

Fig.  2  shows  a  cross  section  through  one  of  these 
units  or  precipitating  flues  as  first  installed.  The 
double  vertical  lines  represent  the  collecting  or 
grounded  electrodes  each  6  in.  wide  by  10  ft.  high 
made  of  No.  10  sheet  iron.  The  dotted  lines  represent 
the  discharge  electrodes  consisting  of  two  iron  wire 
strands  between  which  is  twisted  the  discharge  ma- 
terial, for  which  both  asbestos  and  mica  preparations 
have  been  used  in  this  plant.     Each  unit  contains  24 


Fig, 


Cross-section    Precipitating    Unit. 


operation  of  the  precipitating  system  nor  to  overcome 
any  added  resistance  due  to  its  introduction,  as  this 
latter  is  very  slight  indeed.  The  fans  were  made  neces- 
sary by  that  section  of  the  court's  decree  requiring 
dilution  of  the  sulphur  dioxide  to  three-quarters  of  a 
per  cent  or  less.  When  'the  furnaces  are  running  on  a 
high  sulphur  charge  this  feature  of  the  decree  necessi- 
tates a  considerable  dilution  of  the  gases  with  fresh  air 
and  corresponding  diminution  of  stack  draft.  At  these 
times  the  fans  are  operated,  but  during  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  time  the  sulphur  dioxide  in  the  gases  can 
be  brought  low  enough  without  interference  with  the 
draft,  and  during  these  periods  the  fans  are  stopped 
entirely  although  the  gases  still  pass  through  them. 
At  the  rectifier  building  the  current  is  received 
from  the  companies'  three-phase  power  circuit  at  2300 
volts,  60  cycles,  and  after  being  transformed  up  to  from 
25,000  to  30,000  volts  under  the  control  of  the  operator 


rows  of  24  electrodes  of  each  type.  The  collecting 
electrodes  are  carried  by  bars  connected  directly  to  the 
frame  of  the  chambers  themselves  while  the  discharge 
electrodes  are  spanned  by  springs  between  a  system  of 
buss  bars  carried  on  externally  placed  insulators  as 
shown  in  the  figure.  To  the  auxiliary  chambers  sur- 
rounding these  insulators  a  small  regulated  amount  of 
air  is  admitted  to  prevent  conductive  dust  or  fume 
from  working  back  and  settling  on  the  insulators. 

The  cam  and  haker  rod  extending  across  the 
middle  of  the  unit  was  originally  designed  for  the 
purpose  of  vigorously  shaking  the  electrodes  as  it  was 
greatly  feared  that  the  removal  of  precipitate  from  the 
electrodes  in  units  of  this  size  might  be  one  of  our  most 
serious  problems.  In  actual  operation  it  has  been 
found  however  that  the  electrodes  can  easily  be  shaken 
by  hand  from  the  top  entirely  free  from  dust,  the  whole 
operation  including  cutting  the  unit  in  and  out  of  the 
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system  and  the  removal  and  replacement  of  its  covers 
requiring  only  about  ten  minutes,  and  this  having  to 
be  repeated  every  six  or  eight  hours,  depending  on  the 
dust  content  of  the  gases.  The  precipitated  dust  and 
fume  as  it  falls  from  the  electrodes  is  carried  by  the 
conveyor  in  each  unit  to  a  common  longitudinal  con- 
veyor which  in  turn  discharges  into  cars  carrying  it 
away  for  treatment  and  recovery  of  its  values. 

Filtration  tests  show  that  this  plant  under  favor- 
able working  conditions  precipitates  between  80  and 
90  per  cent  of  the  suspended  matter  in  the  gas,  the 
average  over  the  whole  period  of  operation  to  date 
being  somewhat  less.  Under  present  operating  con- 
ditions at  the  smelter  this  represents  some  six  to  eight 
tons  of  precipitate  per  24  hours. 

The  gas  treating  plant  as  a  whole  including  flues, 
fans,  motors  and  electrical  apparatus  cost  up  to  the 
time  it  was  first  put  in  operation  a  little  less  than 
$110,000.  Although  many  minor  changes  have  since 
been  made  none  of  the  larger  or  more  expensive  ele- 
ments of  construction  have  been  greatly  altered. 

The  total  average  power  consumption  for  the  pre- 
cipitation plant  at  present  is  in  the  neighborhood  of 
120  kw.  One  man  can  readily  control  the  whole  opera- 
tion in  the  rectifier  house  although  as  a  matter  of 
precaution  for  a  new  plant  under  the  high  tension  here 
used  two  have  usually  been  on  duty.  Two  laborers  and 
a  foreman  are  employed  on  the  precipitating  units  and 
dust-handling  system,  although  this  can  probably  be 
reduced  somewhat  by  automatic  shaking  devices,  since 
as  yet  the  main  efforts  at  improvement  have  been 
directed  elsewhere. 

The  volume  of  gases  to  be  treated  varies  consider- 
ably with  the  conditions  at  the  furnaces,  but  at  present 
may  fairly  be  taken  as  averaging  between  200,000  and 
300,000  cu.  ft.  per  minute,  and  entering  the  units  at 
from  100  to  150  degrees  C. 

One  of  the  greatest  difficulties  met  with  in  this 
particular  installation  has  been  the  maintenance  of 
conductivity  in  the  fine  fibers  of  the  asbestos  and  mica 
of  the  discharge  electrodes.  At  ordinary  "room  tem- 
peratures these  materials  readily  take  on  enough 
moisture  from  the  air  to  afford  sufficient  surface  leak- 
age for  all  the  discharge  necessary,  and  the  same  is 
true  at  higher  temperatures  if  the  gases  contain  traces 
of  sulphuric  acid  or  other  conductive  matter,  but  in  the 
particular  gases  here  met  with  the  high  and  variable 
amount  of  zinc  oxide  at  times  robs  them  of  all  con- 
ductive matter,  thus  reducing  the  conductivity  of  the 
fibres  of  the  electrodes  and  seriously  effecting  their 
efficiency.  The  possible  methods  of  overcoming  this 
and  giving  the  fibers  a  permanent  conductivity  of  their 
own  as  well  as  other  details  of  the  more  purely  electro- 
technical  matters  underlying  the  whole  process  will  be 
treated  more  at  length  elsewhere  as  the  present  article 
is  intended  more  as  an  outline  sketch  of  the  history 
and  practical  development  of  the  work  thus  far  accom- 
plished. Nor  is  this  the  place  to  speculate  upon  the 
final  outcome  of  situation  between  the  farmers  and 
the  two  great  smelting  plants  which  have  adopted  the 
remedial  measui-es  above  described,  for  this  is  in  the 
end  a  question  for  the  botanical  and  agricultural  ex- 
pert, as  to  whether  or  not,  or  to  what  extent  actual 
damage  is  still  being  done,  no   matter  whether  this 


comes  from  suspended  matter  or  from  the  sulphur 
dioxide,  which  neither  the  bag  house  nor  the  electrical 
precipitation  make  any  claim  to  remove.  The  two 
smelting  companies  have  done  and  are  doing  every- 
thing in  their  power  to  better  the  conditions  while  on 
the  other  side  the  farmers,  through  the  executive  com- 
mittee of  their  protective  association,  have  earnestly 
tried  to  carry  out  their  part  in  a  spirit  of  fairness  to 
all  concerned. 

To  those  who  know  the  circumstances  of  the  many 
bitter  conflicts  between  farmers  and  smelters  all  over 
this  country,  with  the  attendant  expense  and  usual 
barrenness  of  results,  the  present  developments  in 
Shasta  County  present  a  very  suggestive  illustration 
of  what  may  be  accomplished  in  the  technical  develop- 
ment of  our  industries  by  spending  the  money  on  ex- 
periment and  construction  instead  of  all  on  litigation. 
Irrespective  of  the  local  issues  involved  the  work  done 
at  both  of  these  smelters  during  the  past  year  has  been 
a  real  and  decided  step  forward  in  practical  metallurgy. 
Both  plants  have  already  sufficiently  demonstrated  the 
applicability  to  large  scale  operation  of  the  principles 
underlying  them  to  ensure  these  principles  finding  a 
permanent  place  from  now  onward  in  the  field  of  engi- 
neering, and  each  for  the  particular  cases  for  which  it 
is  peculiarly  adapted.  Before  us,  of  course,  stih  looms 
the  question  of  the  sulphur  dioxide  and  the  solution  for 
this  on  an  equally  large  scale  is  unfortunately  not  yet 
clearly  in  sight. 

Of  the  other  possible  applications  of  the  process, 
one  of  the  most  recent  to  be  actively  prosecuted  is  the 
collection  of  dust  from  Portland  cement  kiln  gases. 
The  chief  stimulus  to  this  development  has  again  been 
the  nuisance  to  the  surrounding  population  and  its 
attendant  litigation.  This  has  been  especially  acute  in 
Southern  California  where  several  cement  plants  are 
located  in  the  heart  of  an  exceedingly  rich  orange 
country.  In  the  case  of  the  Coulton  plant  with  a 
capacity  of  2500  barrels  a  day  an  injunction  has  already 
been  issued  by  the  court  which,  if  sustained,  will  close 
the  plant,  unless  they  can  control  their  dust,  which  the 
court  estimates  at  present  at  some  20  tons  per  day. 
This  case  differs  from  that  of  the  smelters  in  that  here 
there  is  no  question  of  damage  from  gases  but  merely 
the  deposition  of  a  large  tonnage  of  impalpable  dust 
of  lime  and  clay. 

From  the  technical  side  a  new  condition  is  here 
met  with  in  the  high  temperature  of  the  gases  to  be 
treated,  which  are  450  degrees  C.  and  upwards  as  they 
leave  the  present  stacks.  The  dust  itself  is  further- 
more entirely  devoid  of  electrical  conductivity,  but 
notwithstanding  this  it  is  easily  and  completely  pre- 
cipitated by  the  electrodes  when  these  are  properly 
adapted  to  the  new  conditions. 

Another  extensive  field  in  which  it  is  hoped  this 
process  may  find  useful  application  is  the  cleaning  of 
iron  blast  furnace  gas  for  use  in  gas  engines.  Outside 
of  the  poisonous  and  combustible  nature  of  these  gases 
and  the  consequent  necessity  for  keeping  the  whole 
apparatus  gas-tight  there  would  appear  to  be  no  new 
difficuhies  here  to  overcome  and  steps  are  being  taken 
to  thoroughly  test  the  matter  on  a  practical  scale,  this 
work  at  present  being  in  direct  charge  of  Mr.  L.  L. 
Johnson  of  Indianapolis. 
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A  question  which  naturally  presents  itself  is 
whether  this  work  has  any  bearing  upon  the  coal 
smoke  problem  of  large  cities.  In  answer  it  may  be 
said  that  for  the  great  majority  of  cases  at  present  the 
more  logical  line  of  attack  would  seem  to  lie  in  im- 
proved methods  of  combustion,  to  avoid  making  smoke 
in  the  first  place,  but  in  some  special  instances  where 
such  methods  may  happen  to  be  particularly  difficult 
of  application  and  the  suppression  of  smoke  is  espe- 
cially desirable,  electrical  precipitation  may  eventually 
be  found  of  us  ',,  for  experiments  show  that  it  acts  upon 
ordinary  smoke  in  essentially  the  same  manner  as 
upon  the  fumes  and  dust  above  discussed. 

Note  Received  July  7,  1911. 

Since  the  manuscript  of  the  above  article  was  sent 
to  the  printer  the  case  of  the  Balaklala  Company  vs. 
the  Shasta  farmers  has  come  up  for  formal  hearing  in 
the  United  States  Circuit  Court  in  San  Francisco, 
before  Judge  Alorrow,  on  June  19th. 

The  evidence  presented  from  the  farmers'  side 
consisted  of  a  considerable  number  of  affidavits  from 
individual  residents  of  the  district  in  question,  stating 
that  they  believed  damage  was  still  being  done.  They 
naturally  made  little  or  no  attempt  to  distinguish  be- 
tween damage  from  gases  and  that  from  suspended 
matter.  Of  much  more  interest  in  the  present  con- 
nection was  the  report  from  Messrs.  Gould  and  Burd, 
the  chemists  employed  by  the  Shasta  County  Farmers' 
Protective  Association,  to  examine  the  operating  con- 
ditions at  the  smelter  itself  and  determine  to  what 
extent  the  terms  of  the  decree  were  being  fulfilled. 

Their  tests  extended  over  the  period  from  March 
10th  to  April  3d  and  credit  the  electrical  apparatus 
with  removing  during  that  period  an  average  of  72.8 
per  cent  of  the  total  solids  in  the  gases  entering  it. 
In  nearly  one-third  of  the  individual  determinations 
the  removal  of  solids  reported  is  over  85  per  cent. 

They  report  the  average  concentration  of  sulphur 
dioxide  as  0.56  per  cent  by  volume,  but  state  that 
several  times  during  the  month  the  concentration  rose 
slightly  above  the  0.75  per  cent  prescribed  as  maximum 
by  the  court. 

The  outcome  of  the  hearing  was  the  entering  of  a 
judgment  by  agreement  and  stipulation  between  the 
contesting  parties  whereby  the  plant  is  allowed  thirty- 
five  days  under  existing  conditions  in  which  to  run 
through  the  ore  on  hand,  btit  is  then  required  to  close 
down  completely  until  such  time  as  it  can  live  up  to 
the  letter  of  the  original  decree,  viz.,  remove  all  solids, 
never  exceed  0.75  per  cent  sulphur  dioxide  and  do  no 
damage. 

During  the  time  in  which  the  plant  still  remains 
in  operation  experimentation  and  development  is  being 
carried  on  as  vigorously  as  ever,  but  it  is  scarcely 
expected  even  under  the  most  favorable  conditions 
that  a  shut-down  can  be  entirely  avoided.  During  such 
shut-down,  however,  the  progress  of  the  work  at  other 
plants  already  undertaken  thoroughly  insures  the  im- 
interrupted  development  of  the  process  in  general. 


BILLIARD  TABLE  LIGHTING. 


BY   F.    W.    LOOMIS. 


In  looking  over  the  lighting  systems  for  billiard 
and  pool  tables  in  service  at  clubs;  hotels  and  public 
billiard  rooms  it  is  surprsing  to  see  how  abominably 
the  majority  of  tables  are  illuminated. 

In  many  rooms  one  sees  the  old  four  light  fixture 
still  in  service,  the  lights  placed  in  a  form  of  a  cross — 
two  arms  of  fixture  running  the  length  of,  and  two 
across  the  center  of  table,  with  lamps  in  horizontal 
position  and  but  partially  shielded.  The  corners  of 
the  table  are  usually  most  inadequately  illuminated. 

Again  a  system  is  used  where  three  lights  are 
placed  over  the  center  of  the  table's  length,  usually 
covered  with  a  non-reflecting  material  such  as  art 
glass.  This  system  gives  no  distribution,  but  only 
a  bright  streak  in  the  center  line  of  the  table.  But  we 
have  all  probably  seen  and  noted  the  poorly  lighted 
examples,  so  let  us  now  give  thought  to  how  to  im- 
prove on  the  faults. 

Billiard  and  pool  service  requires  about  4.0  to 
5.0  foot  candle  intensity  of  local  illumination  evenly 
distributed  over  the  surface  of  the  table  with  a  gen- 
eal  intensity  over  the  room  of  0.8  of  a  foot  candle. 
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The  Panama-Pacific  Expositioni,  San  Francisco, 
1915,  means  commercial  supremacy  for  the  AVest. 
If  you  never  thought  of  this  before,  explode  a  keg  of 
dynamite  and  wake  up. 


Pig  1. 

Fig  1  shows  a  suggested  system  of  five  light 
sources  properly  spaced  to  give  an  even  distribution 
of  light  using  32  candle  power  lamps.  This  is  one 
of  the  most  attractive  systems  from  the  standpoint  of 
both  appearance  and  evenness  of  illumination  that  has 
been  devised,  and  for  club,  hotel  and  home  service 
is  most  satisfactory.  The  system  takes  care  of  the 
general  lighting  of  the  room,  and  also  gives  the  strong 
local  illumination  required  over  the  table.  It  will  be 
noted  that  the  table  shown  is  the  standard  5  ft.  by 
10  ft.  Should  the  4>^  ft.  by  9  ft.  table  be  used  the 
spacing  of  units  must  be  changed  slightly.    The  dotted 
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line  a-b  should  then  be  6  ft.  0  in.,  while  c-d  is  2  ft  9  in., 
the  mounting  height  of  4  ft.  remaining  the  same. 

The  five  light  sources  can  be  attractively  linked 
together  by  a  looped  chain  effect,  while  if  so  desired, 
an  art  glass  envelope  may  cover  each  reflector.  Of 
course,  this  system  may  be  too  expensive  in  a  large 
public  hall  having  many  tables,  consequently,  scheme 
shown  in  Fig.  2  is  submitted. 


Fig.   2. 

This  plan  calls  for  but  two  light  sources  over  each 
table.  Here  48  candle  power  lamps  are  recommended 
under  steel  reflectors.  Augmenting  this  system,  which 
is  strictly  for  the  local  illumination,  there  should  be 
some  general  lighting  scheme  of  mild  illumination  over 
the  balance  of  the  room,  preferably  using  glass  reflec- 
.tors.  These  general  lighting  sources  should  be  placed 
well  up  toward  the  ceiling  of  the  room. 

The  equipment  recommended  for  Fig.  1  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

Five  40-watt  bowl-frosted  Mazda-tungsten  lamps 
with  form  "O"  (standard  2%  in.  shade  holders)  and 
E-40  satin  finish  Holophane  reflectors.  These  may 
be  used  with  or  without  art  glass  or  other  fancy  eij- 
velope.  This  system  will  give  an  average  intensity 
of  4.25  foot  candles  illumination  over  the  playing  sur- 
face of  the  table. 

Equipment  for  Fig.  2  consists  of  two  60-watt  bowl- 
frosted  Madza-tungsten  lamps,  each  covered  by  a  Holo- 
phane D'Olier  steel  reflector  AI-60.  This  will  give 
an  average  intensity  of  4.0  foot  candles  on  the  table. 
By  lowering  the  units  two  feet  (mounting  height  re- 
duced to  4  ft.  above  table)  two  40-watt  bowl-frosted 
Mazda-tungsten  lamps  may  be  used  with  Holophane 


D'Olier  steel  reflectors  AE-40.  The  results,  however, 
will  not  be  quite  so  good  as  the  intensity  will  be  re- 
duced to  about  3  foot  candles.  Also  at  4  ft.  mounting 
two  60-watt  bowl-frosted  Mazda-tungsten  lamps  may 
be  used  with  form  "H"  holders  and  E-60  satin  finish 
Holophane  reflectors.  These  will  give  less  than  3  foot 
candles  intensity,  however,  though  no  other  lighting 
will  be  needed  for  general  effect.  Where  the  (Fig.  2) 
two  light  system  is  used  over  a  4^  ft.  by  9  ft.  table  the 
spacing  between  the  light  sources  should  be  main- 
tained. 


CITY  ABLAZE  WITH  MYRIAD  LIGHTS. 

BY   R.    M.    WHITNEY. 

One  of  the  most  brilliant  electrical  expositions 
ever  given  in  the  world,  will  be  held  in  Los  Angeles  at 
Fiesta  Park,  November  25  to  December  9,  if  the  plans 
of  the  Executive  Committee,  selected  from  the  repre- 
sentatives of  Los  Angeles  electrical  companies,  do  not 
go  astray.  Plans  for  the  great  show  were  launched  at 
a  dinner  of  the  electrical  men  recenth^. 

The  committee  selected  at  the  meeting  recently 
consists  of  H.  B.  Woodhill,  chairman;  C.  S.  Walton, 
vice-chairman;  C.  G.  Pyle,  secretary  and  treasurer;  and 
J.  E.  MacDonald  and  T.  E.  Burger,  associate  members. 
The  entire  affair  will  be  under  the  general  management 
of  D.  M.  Moses,  who  has  had  charge  of  similar  expo- 
sitions in  other  cities,  and  who  gave  the  first  auto- 
mobile show  ever  held  on  the  Pacific  Coast  at  San 
Francisco  in  1907. 

Fiesta  Park  is  to  be  overarched  by  a  great  canopy 
of  waterproof  canvass,  and  the  poles  will  be  covered 
with  silks  in  which  vari-colored  lights  will  be  em- 
bedded. More  than  40,000  incandescent  lamps  will 
form  only  a  portion  of  the  illumination  of  the  large 
tent.  The  90,000  square  feet  of  space  will  be  divided 
by  avenues  and  booths  in  which  will  be  given  demon- 
strations of  every  apparatus  in  the  electrical  world 
since  the  lightning  was  first  stolen  from  the  heavens,  to 
the  present  time. 

The  railway  companies  have  agreed  to  decorate 
their  cars  with  extra  illuminators  during  the  two  weeks 
of  the  show,  and  many  business  firms  of  the  city  will 
assist  in  adding  special  contributions  to  the  brilliant 
affair. 

"The  show  will  probably  cost  close  to  $100,000," 
said  Mr.  Moses  yesterday,  "but  it  will  be  worth  it,  and 
more,  to  Los  Angeles  and  to  Southern  California.  Not 
only  will  the  electric  companies  of  this  section  be  repre- 
sented, but  many  of  the  large  eastern  concerns  will 
purchase  booths  in  the  big  tent.  Fiesta  Park,  which 
we  have  selected,  is  one  of  the  very  best  settings  for 
such  an  exhibit  I  have  even  seen,  either  in  this  country 
or  in  Europe.  There  is  no  reason  why  this  aft'air  should 
not  be  held  annuall3^  Similar  expositions  have  been 
going  on  every  3'ear  in  Chicago  for  eight  years  and 
in  New  York  for  the  last  six  years.  Boston,  Denver, 
Minneapolis,  Pittsljurgh  and  San  Francisco  each  held 
an  electrical  exhibit  last  year,  and  these  cities  will 
make  them  annual  occurances.  There  could  be  no 
better  city  in  which  to  hold  sucli  an  exhiliit  and  we 
intend  to  make  it  a  success." 
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It  has  recently  been  commented  upon  by  the 
Financial  World  of  New  York  that  scarcely  a  week 
Western  passes  by  but  that  either  the  Great 

p  Western   Power   Company    or    its 

p.     ■  rival  the  Pacific  Gas  and  Electric 

*  ^^     ^  Company  makes    some    sort  of  a 

move  against  the  other.  The  new  financing  by  the 
Pacific  Gas  and  Electric  involving  something  like  ten 
millions  for  extensions  and  improvements  is  now  fol- 
lowed by  an  announcement  that  the  Great  Western 
Power  is  edging  its  way  into  cities  and  towns  around 
San  Francisco  and  selling  power  in  territory  hereto- 
fore considered  to  belong  to  the  Pacific  Gas  and 
Electric. 

It  is  patent  that  both  companies  are  expecting 
great  things  of  the  Panama  Exposition  in  San  Fran- 
cisco on  which  work  has  already  begun.  The  people 
of  the  State  are  preparing  for  a  veritable  boom  and  it 
is  to  be  an  occasion  to  advertise  the  State  which  will 
be  taken  full  advantage  of.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  bids 
for  the  inflow  of  large  amounts  of  foreign  as  well  as 
additional  American  capital  are  now  being  made  and 
response  has  been  most  gratifying.  Both  Swiss  and 
French  capitaHsts  have  betokened  a  lively  interest  in 
the  possibilities  of  the  State. 

When  it  is  considered  that  the  great  State  of  Cali- 
fornia is  three  times  the  size  of  the  whole  of  England 
and  yet  has  but  seven  per  cent  of  England's  population, 
we  can  in  a  small  measure  get  an  insight  into  the  im- 
mediate future  of  this  great  commonwealth.  The 
combined  future  power  output  of  these  two  great  cor- 
porations means  a  possibility  of  nearly  three-quarters 
of  a  million  horsepower,  a  sum  almost  too  startling  to 
comprehend,  yet  even  more  wonderful  has  been  the 
unprecedented  growth  of  the  developed  resources  of 
this  State  during  the  past  decade.  No  one  would  dare 
say  there  is  not  a  strong  possibility  that  before  these 
power  resources  are  fully  developed  the  growth  of  the 
State  will  necessitate  even  more  gigantic  development 
over  even  longer  distances. 


In  the  days'  of  Roman  supremacy  in  order  that  a 
revolution  or  insurrection  might  be  quickly  subdued 
by  rapid  transit  of  troops  it  became 
Good  Roads  an  absolute  necessity  from  a  mili- 

Activity  tary  point  of  view  to  connect  Rome 

with  all  parts  of  the  Empire  by 
perfect  roads.  These  roads  were  constructed  with  such 
care  for  permanency  that  the  old  Appian  Way  and  the 
many  other  similar  public  boulevards  that  gave  rise 
to  the  adage  "all  roads  lead  to  Rome"  are  still  the 
marvel  and  admiration  of  engineers  the  world  over. 

During  the  next  five  years  the  entire  West  will 
be  preparing  to  put  itself  on  exhibit  to  the  world  and 
come  into  its  own  in  the  way  of  commercial  supremacy. 
The  way  to  capture  commercial  supremacy  is  to  so 
prepare  our  natural  exhibits  that  they  will  be  accessible 
without  too  severe  physical  exertion.  The  final  clincher 
that  is  to  hold  permanently  in  our  country  the  admir- 
ing visitors  of  1915  is,  after  they  have  seen  the  great 
exhibits  of  the  fair,  to  show  them  our  most  substantial 
exhibit,  the  great  undeveloped  resources  of  the  West. 

The  advent  of  the  automobile  has  revolutionized 
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sightseeing.  All  the  benefits  that  are  derived  from 
"seeing  in  order  to  believe"  are  acquired  without  the 
terrific  physical  strain  formerly  endured  in  getting  an 
insight  into  the  natural  resources  of  a  county.  To  give 
the  automobile  its  full  value  we  must  improve  our 
roads.  For  best  results  there  should  be  a  thoroughly 
good  substantial  highway  beginning  at  the  Yellow- 
stone National  Park  in  Montana;  continuing  thence 
through  the  Bitter  Root  Valley  to  the  Flathead  and 
the  Glacier  National  Park;  thence  to  Spokane,  the 
Yakima  and  other  sights  of  the  Inland  Empire ;  thence 
over  the  picturesque  Cascades  to  Seattle  and  Tacoma; 
thence  through  the  gigantic  timber  belt  to  Portland ; 
thence  southward  through  the  scenic  Rogue  River 
country,  past  Mount  Shasta,  down  the  lovely  Sacra- 
mento Valley  to  San  Francisco;  thence  southward 
along  the  beautiful  coast  scenery  to  Santa  Barbara; 
thence  to  the  enterprising  city  of  Los  Angeles  and 
southward  to  the  San  Diego  exposition.  Should  such 
an  enterprise  be  attempted  with  side  roads  to  the  Big 
Trees  and  the  Yosemite  Valley  and  the  thousand  other 
wonders  of  the  West,  it  would  undoubtedly  meet  with 
the  hearty  support  of  all  the  states  through  which  it 
would  pass,  and  if  thoroughly  advertised  to  the  world 
it  would  unquestionably  be  patronized  by  thousands 
and  result  in  a  valuable  widespread  knowledge  of  the 
whole  West. 

The  Western  States  are  already  alive  to  the  keen 
necessity  of  improvement  in  roads.  The  Montana  ■ 
Good  Roads  Congress  which  convened  at  Helena  on 
June  27th  declared  itself  in  favor  of  the  proposed  high- 
way from  the  Yellowstone  National  Park  to  the 
Glacier  National  Park  and  recommended  that  courses 
be  given  in  the  technical  schools  of  the  State  covering 
public  road  engineering  features.  In  Idaho  the  Inter- 
mountain  Good  Roads  Association  met  in  convention 
at  Pocatello,  Idaho,  on  June  23-24,  and  recommended 
to  Congress  through  their  delegate,  ex-Governor 
Brady,  the  passage  of  a  bill  setting  aside  one  million 
acres  of  land  in  each  State  for  the  systematic  develop- 
ment of  public  highways.  The  executive  committee  of 
the  Oregon  State  Grange  which  recently  met  at  Cor- 
vallis  is  in  close  touch  with  Governor  West  and  is 
drafting  two  good  road  bills  to  be  submitted  to  the 
voters  of  the  State  at  the  general  election  in  Novem- 
ber, 1912.  In  Washington  the  Pacific  Highway  Asso- 
.ciation  is  very  active  in  promoting  the  subscription  of 
thousands  of  dollars  in  road  improvement  throughout 
the  State.  In  California  hardly  a  day  passes  that  we 
do  not  read  of  civic  bodies  in  various  conventions 
throughout  the  State  declaring  for  better  and  more 
efficient- roads.  Desire  for  better  roads  is  beating  in 
the  breast  of  every  true  Westerner. 

Let  us  have  uniformity  and  co-operation  and  the 
world  is  ours. 


Elsewhere  in  these  columns  will  be  found  an 
article   dealing   with   the   abatement    of    the    smelter 

smoke  nuisance  and  an  account  of 
Smelter  Smoke  some  actual  results  accomplished. 
Nuisance  The  question  is  of  vital  interest  to 

the  entire  West.  The  past  fifteen 
years  have  witnessed  the  spending  of  enormous  sums 
of  money  in  costly  litigation,  too  often  with  no  fruit- 


ful results  credited  to  either  side.  The  practical  cases 
solved  or  partially  solved  in  the  article  referred  to,  deal 
with  California  smelters  but  the  cry  of  far-oiT  Utah  and 
Montana  is  often  heard  in  these  controversies. 

In  the  past  too  much  impatience  is  often  shown 
on  the  part  of  the  farmers  to  have  an  immediate  abate- 
ment of  the  nuisance  and  on  the  other  hand  too  much 
high-handed  disregard  on  the  part  of  the  owners  of  the 
smelters  in   their  attempts   to   scientifically   solve  the 
question.     A   new  awakening  seems   to  be  gradually 
coming  over  both  parties  to  the  controversy.     A- few 
years  back  the  owners  of  a  certain  large  smelter,  in  fact 
a  smelter  in  many  respects  the  most  powerful  in  the 
world,   were  sued  for  damages  by  farmers   for  miles 
around.     The  court  awarded  heavy  damages   and  an 
abatement  of  the  nuisance  for  the  future.    The  owners 
in  their  efforts  to  meet  the  order  of  the  court  built  a 
new  smelter  nearby  and  the  design  of  the  new  stack 
was  so  large  and  was  so  powerful  it  was  fully  expected 
the  evil  effects  of  smelter  smoke  would  be  forever  con- 
quered.   One  of  the  up-holders  of  the  smelter  interests 
proudly    prophesied    that    the    dissemination    of    the 
smelter  smoke  would  be  so  complete,  due  to  the  high 
velocity  of  the  issuing  gases,  that  the  upper  currents 
of  air  would  distribute  it  over  the  whole  surface  of  the 
earth  similar  to  the  phenomena  subsequent  to  the  ex- 
plosion of  Krakatoa  in   1883.     The  explosion  of  this 
island  near  Sumatra  was  so  severe,  its  effects  were 
felt  in  London  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  earth  and 
small   suspended   particles   in   the   upper   air   currents 
made  brilliant  sunsets  in  far  off  Africa.     In  their  en- 
thusiasm over  the  size  and  power  of  the  new  stack, 
farmers  for  miles  around  were  invited  by  the  mana- 
gerial department  to  hold  a  dance,  it  is  said,  inside  the 
big  stack  which  measured  over  105  ft.  in  inner  circum- 
ference.   Only  a  few  years  passed  by,  however,  before 
the  same  old  cry  was  heard  on  all  sides,  though  this 
time  from  a  wider  area.     It  is  evident  then,  the  only 
solution  that  will  be  final  will  be  the  effectual  removal 
of  the  obnoxioiis  substances  from  the  escaping  gases. 
In  the  issuing  of  an  injunction  by  the  court  against 
the  smelter  if  real  damage  has  been  done  the  farmer 
some  good  to  him  is  undoubtedly  brought  about  by  the 
cessation  of  the  nuisance.     In  this  latter  day  thinking, 
however,  the  question  must  be  carefully  considered  as 
to  which  is  the  greatest  good  to  mankind,  the  great 
industry  thus  threatened  or  the  curtailing  of  the  output 
of  a  few  adjacent  farms.     In  the  suit  of  the  Deerlodge 
farmers  of  Montana  against  the  Washoe  Smelter,  had 
the  court  granted  the  injunction,  the  greatest  industry 
of  the  state  would  have  been  paralysed  and  thousands 
of  people  would  have  had  to  go  hungry  or  seek  em- 
ployment in  other  states.    Not  only  would  the  industry 
itself  have  felt  the  effect  but  practically  every  financial 
institution  in  the  state  would  have  suffered. 

But  the  main  question  to  be  solved  is  how  to  arrive 
at  a  completely  scientific  means  of  handling  the  ob- 
noxious gases.  Great  strides  have  been  made  in  its  so- 
lution in  the  past  ten  years.  The  problem  will  never  be 
solved  by  injunction  without  allowance  of  liberal  time 
for  experiments  on  means  of  prevention.  All  great 
accomplishments  have  required  time  to  bring  them 
about.  We  read  in  the  Good  Book  that  to  create  the 
world  six  days  were  required  by  even  the  Almighty. 
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PERSONAL^. 

William  Clayton,  an  official  of  the  San  Diego  Electric 
Railway  Company,  is  a  San  Francisco  visitor. 

W.  S.  Iliff  of  the  United  States  Light  and  Traction  Com- 
pany of  Denver,  was  a  recent  arrival  at  San  B^ancisco. 

George  Hewitt  Meyers,  engineer  with  the  United  States 
Department  of  the  Interior,  arrived  at  San  Francisco  during 
the  past  week. 

Charles  B.  Dixon,  who  has  been  associated  for  a  long  time 
with  Thomas  A.  Edison  at  East  Orange,  N.  J.,  is  a  recent 
arrival  at  San  Francisco,  en  route  to  Honolulu,  on  a  vacation 
trip. 

A.  C.  Balch  and  W.  G.  Kerckhoff,  of  the  Pacific  Light  & 
Power  Company,  came  up  from  Los  Angeles  to  be  present 
a1  the  recent  festivities  of  the  Bohemian  Club  at  Bohemian 
Grove. 

P.  B.  Gleason,  manager  of  the  Western  Electric  Com- 
pany's Pacific  Coast  branch,  left  last  Tuesday  for  a  month's 
business  tour  of  the  East.  He  will  attend  the  National  Job- 
bers' Convention  at  Saratoga. 

H.  H.  Sinclair,  who  has  general  supervision  of  the  ex- 
tension work  of  the  Great  Western  Power  Company,  includ- 
ing the  great  impounding  dam  at  Big  Meadows,  recently 
came  up  from  his  home  in  Southern  California  and  visited  the 
scene   of  operations. 

George  S.  Hewins,  one  of  J.  G.  White  &  Co.'s  engineers, 
spent  a  day  at  San  Francisco  last  week  and  then  proceeded 
to  the  Big  Creek  watershed  to  make  an  investigation  for  the 
Big  Creek  Power  Company  with  a  view  to  installing  two 
hydroelectric  plants. 

Sidney  R.  Inch,  manager  of  the  Missoula  Light  &  Power 
Company  of  Missoula,  Montana,  left  on  August  16th  for  a 
visit  to  his  home  city,  London,  England.  Mr.  Inch  has  not 
been  home  for  ten  years,  so  that  his  sixty-day  sojourn  abroad 
has  many  pleasant  anticipations,  not  the  least  among  which 
is  his  anticipated  visit  with  his  former  friend  and  instructor, 
Professor  S.  P.  Thompson. 

Robert  Sibley,  editor  of  the  Journal  of  Electricity,  Power 
and  Gas,  has  been  recently  appointed  by  the  Regents  of  the 
University  of  California,  Associate  Professor  of  Mechanical 
Engineering  at  the  State  University.  Mr.  Sibley  will  con- 
tinue to  direct  the  editorial  work  of  the  Journal. 

Thomas  Mirk,  of  Hunt,  Mirk  &  Co.,  returned  from  San 
Diego  to  San  EYancisco  last  Monday  after  inspecting  the  work 
in  progress  for  the  San  Diego  Electric  Railway  Company. 
K.  G.  Dunn,  electrical  engineer  with  the  firm,  left  on  the  same 
day  for  an  extensive  tour  of  the  Pacific  Northwest. 

G.  F.  Chellis,  an  electrical  engineer  with  J.  G.  White  & 
Co.,  who  is  now  at  San  Francisco,  recently  visited  the  San 
Joaquin  power  station  in  Crane  Valley  and  supervised  the 
starting  of  two  new  generating  units.  The  San  Joaquin  Light 
and  Power  Corporation  now  has  four  units  in  operation  at 
that  point,  with  a  total  capacity  of  20,000  h.p.  They  are  ready 
to  supply  current  for  oil  well  drilling,  irrigation,  pumping,  etc., 
in  a  large  territory,  through  which  their  transmission  lines 
are  being  extended.  One  of  these  lines  will  reach  Los  Bancs, 
125  miles  north  of  the  station. 

J.  Bumgarner  is  now  superintendent  of  construction  at 
the  site  of  the  Big  Meadows  dam  of  the  Great  Western  Power 
Company.  Preparations  are  being  rushed  for  actual  construc- 
tion work.  Good  headway  is  being  made  on  the  installation 
of  a  special  construction  plant,  which  is  to  be  entirely  com- 
pleted this  fall.  Two  350-kw.,  a.c.  generators  will  be  direct- 
connected  to  water  wheels  and  will  supply  current  for  the 
operation  of  air  compressors  for  drilling  operations,  electric 
cableway  motors  and  concrete  mixers. 


ELECTRICAL    CONTRACTORS'    ASSOCIATION    NOTES. 

Seth  Cohn  of  the  Atlas  Electric  Company  of  San  Mateo 
was  in  San  Francisco  this  week. 

Russ  Wolden,  president  of  the  California  Electrical  Con- 
struction Company  of  San  Francisco  and  San  Jose,  is  enjoying 
a  brief  rest  at  Madrone  Springs  with  his  family. 

W.  S.  Hanbridge  has  been  elected  secretary  and  treasurer 
of  San  Francisco  District  No.  1  of  the  California  State  Asso- 
ciation of  Electrical  Contractors  vice  F.  V.  Meyers,  who  re- 
signed in  order  to  give  his  entire  attention  to  his  law  prac- 
tice. Mr.  Meyers  has  been  secretary  for  the  contractors  for  a 
great  many  years  and  it  was  with  keen  regret  that  they 
accepted  his  resignation.  As  a  token  of  their  esteem  Mr. 
Meyers  was  presented  with  a  fine  filing  cabinet. 

Noble  Powell,  director  of  Stockton  District  No.  8,  was  in 
San  Francisco  this  week.  Mr.  Powell  reports  business  rather 
poor  in  Stockton  among  the  contractors  on  account  of  the 
electric  company's  method  of  wiring  old  houses  free  for  five 
outlets  and  then  charging  for  balance  of  work.  The  con- 
tractors fail  to  see  why  the  power  companies  do  not  work  in 
conjunction  with  the  contractor,  who  pays  a  license,  has  an 
established  place  of  business,  carries  a  large  stock,  and  is 
always  called  in  except  when  something  is  being  given  away 
free. 

John  Rendles,  president  of  the  California  State  Associa- 
tion, has  appointed  the  following  committees,  who  will  en- 
deavor to  bring  about  a  more  friendly  feeling  between  the 
different  branches  of  the  electrical  business,  the  intention 
being  to  make  a  careful  study  of  the  situation  and  endeavor 
to  boost  the  others'  game  and  have  them  boost  ours: 

Light  and  Power  Committee — H.  B.  Woodill,  Los  Angeles; 
H.  L.  Miller,  Pasadena;  J.  S.  Reynolds,  Santa  Barbara;  Phil 
Levy,  San  Francisco;  C.  V.  Schneider,  Sacramento;  Seth 
Cohn,  San  Mateo. 

Jobbers'  Committee — "Chick"  A  mes,  San  Francisco; 
Frank  Somers,  San  Jose;  C.  V.  Schneider,  Sacramento;  G.  E. 
Arbogast,  Los  Angeles;  C.  Loveday,  Santa  Barbara;  C.  L. 
Miller,  Pasadena. 

The  directors  for  the  coming  year  are:  Q.  R.  Boynton, 
San  Francisco;  G.  E.  Arbogast,  Los  Angeles;  C.  V.  Schneider, 
Sacramento;  Carl  Heilbron,  San  Diego;  E.  C.  Wahelcnd,  Oak- 
land; A.  P.  Gaylord,  Pasadena;  J.  S.  Reynolds,  Santa  Barbara; 
Noble  Powell,  Stockton;  Frank  Somers,  San  Jose;  Seth  Cohn, 
San  Mateo,  Redwood  and  Palo  Alto;  Howard  Ross,  Riverside; 
O.  Overhauser,  Pomona;   M.  N.  Phillips,  Ventura. 

In  appointing  his  assistants  for  the  year's  work  Mr. 
Rendles  has  selected  a  bunch  of  good  hard  workers  and  great 
things  are  promised  for  the  coming  year. 


MEETING    NOTICES. 

A  meeting  of  the  Electrical  Supply  Jobbers'  Association 
will  be  held  at  Portland,  September  21,  22  and  23,  1911. 

The  Pacific  Coast  Gas  Association  will  hold  its  nine- 
teenth annual  convention  at  Oakland,  Cal.,  September  19,  20 
and  21,  1911. 

The  Northwest  Electric  Light  &  Power  Association  will 
convene  at  Spokane,  Wash.,  September  21,  22  and  23,  1911. 
A  list  of  papers  to  be  presented  was  published  in  this  journal 
of  July  22. 

A  meeting  of  those  interested  in  technical  advertising 
methods  will  be  held  at  the  Fly  Trap  restaurant,  73  Sutter 
street,  San  FVancisco,  August  21,  during  the  noon  hour.  All 
publicity  managers  for  machinery  houses  are  cordially  in- 
vited to  attend  this  initial  meeting  which  is  planned  to  foster 
a  closer  co-operation  between  the  technical  press  and  its  ad- 
vertisers. 
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999,741.  Railway  Cattle-Guard  Causeway.  Samuel  J.  Bil- 
llDgton  and  James  A.  Stephenson,  Elliston,  Mont.  A  railway 
cattle  guard  causeway,  comprising  a  plurality  of  flexible 
members  extended  parallel  with  railway  rails  and  fixedly  se- 
cured at  the  ends  of  said  causeway,  said  members  permitting 


the  flexure  thereof  to  extend  between  the  ties  of  said  cause- 
way; and  rigid  members  extended  between  and  connecting 
the  said  flexible  members  to  form  a  latticework  between  the 
ends  of  said  causeway. 

999,832.  Pump.  Joseph  Milburn,  San  Francisco,  Cal.  In 
a  pump  of  the  character  described,  a  casing  having  its  in- 
terior divided  into  two  chambers  by  a  diaphragm,  a  cylinder 
mounted    on    the    casing,    a    spider    provided    with    openings 


arranged  between  the  cylinder  and  the  casing,  and  a  plate 
suspended  from  the  spider  adapted  to  be  moved  by  the  dia- 
phragm to  cover  said  openings. 

999,894.  Starting  System  for  Gas-Engines.  Harrison  E. 
Slaughter,  Los  Angeles,  Cal.  A  low  tension  starting  system  for 
explosion  engines,  comprising  a  low  tension  magneto,  an  elec- 
tromagnetic spark  plug,  a  battery,  a  step  up  coil  for  said  bat- 


auxiliary  battery  circuit  passing  through  said  step  up  coil  and 
said  battery,  a  hand  switch  in  said  last  circuit  for  opening 
said  battery  circuit  to  produce  an  induced  current  through 
said  coil  for  actuating  said  spark  plug,  and  a  controller  for 
controlling  the  circuits. 

999,973.  Gas-Purifier.  John  P.  Farmer,  Portland,  Ore. 
assignor  of  one-fourth  to  Paul  J.  G.  Kleppin  and  one-fourth 
to  Joseph  Wick,  Portland,  Ore.  A  gas  purifier  comprising  a 
polygonal  casing  provided  in  its  interior  with  spaced  par- 
titions extended  in  opposite  directions,  each  partition  being 
united  with  the  casing  in  one  of  the  interior  angles  of  the 
casing  and  being  extended  into  close  relation  to  the  interme- 


diate portion  of  an  opposite  wall  of  the  casing,  whereby  each 
of  said  walls  will  constitute  a  deflector  to  direct  the  gas  into 
the  angle  formed  by  said  wall  and  the  next  partition:  there 
being  a  filtering  material  lodged  between  the  partitions  and 
in  said  angles;  alined  inlet  and  outlet  pipes  extended  through 
opposite  walls  of  the  casing;  each  wall  of  the  casing  consti- 
tuting a  flat  base  upon  which  the  casing  may  be  successively 
supported,  to  permit  the  pipes  to  enter. 

1,000,246.  Railroad  Spike.  Emil  Erikson,  Emigrant  Gap, 
A  railroad  spike  provided  with  parallel  sides,  beveled  front 
and  rear  faces  and  an  overlapping  head,  the  front  and  rear 
faces  of  the  spike  being  provided  with  integrally  formed  pyr- 
amidal teeth,  the  said  teeth  being  arranged  in  pairs  upon  the 


L—^ 
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circuit  passing  through  said  spark  plug  and  said  magneto,  an 
tery  to  produce  an  induced  auxiliary  current  having  a  sec- 
ondary winding  connected  with  said   spark  plug,  a  magneto      ture  with  the  coacting  tooth. 


opposite  faces  of  the  spike,  the  points  of  the  teeth  being  posi- 
tioned in  a  line  with  the  sides  of  the  spike,  each  of  said  teeth 
having  its  inner  face  inclined  toward  the  face  of  the  spike 
and  its  side  or  inner  face  beveled  downwardly  toward  the 
central  portion  of  the  body  of  the  spike  to  the  point  of  June- 
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GAS-ELECTRIC    CAR     FOR    SAN     FRANCISCO     RAILROAD. 

The  problem  of  producing  a  self-propelled  car  for  railroad 
service,  combining  economical  operation  and  luxurious  com- 
forts, has  at  last  been  solved. 

The  gas  electric  motor  car  with  its  reliability,  low  operat- 
ing cost,  flexibility  of  control  combined  with  luxurious  accom- 
modations and  freedom  from  cinders,  smoke  and  coal  gas, 
has  found  its  place  among  railroads  as  a  commercial  success. 

The  six  gas-electric  motor  cars  which  the  St.  Louis  & 
San  Francisco  Railroad  Company  has  purchased,  are  from  the 
latest  designs  of  the  General  Electric  Company. 

The  cars  are  70  ft.  long  and  10  ft.  in  width  over  the  sills, 
with  turtle  back  construction  of  roof,  pointed  front  end  and 
observation  rear  platform.  The  cars  are  designed  with  spe- 
cial reference  to  light  construction  with  adequate  strength. 
The  interior  arrangement  is  designed  to  meet  the  Southern 
traffic  conditions,  providing  separate  accommodations  and 
entrances  for  white  and  colored  passengers.    The  observation 


the  baggage  compartment  a  length  of  8  ft.  or  10  ft.  5  in.  to 
suit  traffic  requirements. 

The  framework  of  the  car  is  entirely  of  steel,  the  under 
framing  consisting  of  two  I  beams  for  center  sills,  and  two 
channels  for  outside  sills  with  truss  rods  for  reinforcement. 
The  center  sills  extend  through  to  provide  suitable  supports 
for  the  rear  platform.  The  outside  sheathing  is  of  sheet  steel 
riveted  to  the  posts  with  bats  at  the  joints.  The  posts  and 
carlines  are  of  steel  tees.  The  roof  is  of  galvanized  iron 
plates  riveted  to  the  carlines,  except  under  the  radiators 
where  it  is  of  copper  with  well  soldered  joints.  The  floors 
in  the  passenger  compartments  are  of  two  thicknesses  with 
a  heavy  layer  of  felt  between.  There  is  also  an  additional 
lining  of  sheet  iron  beneath  the  lower  wood  floor. 

Basket  racks  of  a  continuous  pattern  are  provided  in  all 
compartments. 

The  car  is  heated  by  hot  water  circulating  in  four  lines  of 
pipe  on  each  side  of  the  car. 


SUBJECT  TO  CH«EE.  NOT  FOR  CONSTRUCTION  UNLESS  SPECIALLY  APPBDVtO 


Fig.  1.     New    Type 

platform  is  unusually  wide  and  is  equipped  with  trap  doors 
and  brass  railings,  presenting  a  most  attractive  appearance. 
The  windows  are  large,  fitted  with-  plate  glass,  and  so  ar- 
ranged that  they  may  be  raised  to  a  height  of  17  in.,  allowing 
an  unobstructed  view.  These  are  equipped  with  safety  sash 
locks,  anti-rattlers  and  weather  strips.  Each  window  is  pro- 
vided with  a  large  fine  mesh-copper,  automatic  screen  run- 
ning on  metal  guides.  The  window  curtains  are  of  pantasote 
of  neat  design  and  equipped  with  pinch  handle  fixtures. 

The  interior  of  the  car  is  finished  in  a  high  grade  of 
mahogany  with  paneling  on  the  bulkheads.  Each  of  the 
three  compartments  is  provided  with  a  saloon  and  drinking 
fountain.     Electric   fans   are  installed   in   each   compartment. 

The  seats  are  of  unusual  length  providing  commodious 
accommodations  for  two  persons  and  are  amply  large  enough 
to  seat  three.  These  are  of  the  stationary  back  type  with 
high  grade  spring  construction  in  both  seat  and  back  cushions, 
the  former  being  provided  with  a  spring  edge  adding  greatly 
to  the  comfort  of  the  passengers.  The  upholstering  of  the 
seats  in  all  compartments  is  the  latest  in  railroad  practice, 
namely,  Friezette  plush.  Ventilation  is  accomplished  through 
large  suction  ventilators  located  on  the  center  of  the  roof, 
the  openings  protected  by  neat  ceiling  register  plates.  The 
entire  car,  including  platforms  and  vestibules,  is  lighted  by 
electricity.  The  partition  between  the  baggage  room  and 
negro  compartment  is  movable  and  may  be  arranged  to  give 


of    Gas-Electric    Car. 

The  front  end  of  the  car  only  is  equipped  with  a  pilot, 
inasmuch  as  the  car  is  primarily  for  single  end  operation. 
Equipped  and  ready  for  operation,  the  car  will  weigh  in  the 
neighborhood  of  48  tons. 


A    TELEPHONE    PROTECTOR    FOR    OUTDOOR    SERVICE. 

A  type  of  open  space  cutout  in  extensive  use  throughout 
the  country  today  on  telephone  lines,  both  in  railroad  and 
commercial  service,  is  the  so-called  No.  86  type  protector, 
manufactured  by  the  Western  Electric  Company. 

This  protector  is  made  in  two  forms — one  with  a  tin  cover 
and  the  other  with  a  cast-iron  cover,  known,  respectively,  as 
the  Nos.  86-A  and  86-B.  These  covers  are  chained  firmly  to 
the  framework  of  the  protector  mounting,  so  that  they  cannot 
be  lost  through  carelessness  of  the  lineman. 

The  proctector  itself  is  mounted  on  a  porcelain  base 
through  the  bottom  of  which  the  leading-in  wires  are  brought 
in,  and  consists  of  heavy  carbon  blocks  as  shown  in  the 
illustration.  The  spacing  between  these  blocks  regulates  the 
voltage  at  which  the  projector  operates.  Under  normal 
conditions,  this  is  adjusted  to  discharge  at  1000  volts. 

The  shape  of  the  carbon  blocks  gives  a  variable  gap 
between  the  ground  block  and  the  two  blocks  connected  to 
the  line  wire.  The  protectors  are  arranged  so  that  carbon 
dust  carried  across  by  the  discharge  will  not  clog  the  spark 
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gap,  but  will  automatically  drop  to  the  bottom  of  the  pro- 
tector. 

The  No.  S6  type  protector,  as  is  noted,  is  designed  for  use 
both  outside  and  indoors,  and  it  is  arranged  so  that  it  can 
be  mounted  directly  on  the  pole  itself.  In  some  cases,  it  is 
desirable  to  have  a  protector  which  can  be  located  in  this 
manner  outdoors,  although  as  a  general  proposition,  such  a 
practice  is  not  to  be  recommended  on  account  of  the  additional 
maintenance  difficulty  thereby  involved. 

On  telephone  train  dispatching  lines,  the  No.  S6  type 
protector  is  being  used  to  a  considerable  extent  throughout 
the  country  today,  and  it  is  giving  very  good  satisfaction. 


ANNUAL    MEETING    OF    WESTINGHOUSE    MFG.    CO. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Westing- 
house  Electric  &  Manufacturing  Company,  held  in  New  York 
on  August  1st,  the  following  officers  were  elected: 

Chairman  of  the  board  of  directors,  Robert  Mather;  presi- 
dent, Edwin  M.  Herr;  vice-presidents,  Loyall  A.  Osborne, 
Charles  A.  Terry,  Harry  P.  Davis;  acting  vice-presidents, 
Henry  D.  Shute,  George  P.  Hebard;  comptroller  and  secre- 
tary, James  C.  Bennett;  treasurer,  T.  W.  Siemon;  auditor, 
F.  E.  Craig. 

Mr.  E.  M.  Herr  was  elected  to  succeed  Mr.  Edwin  P. 
Atkins,  who  has  been  president  of  the  company  since  June, 
1910,  and  who  declined  re-election. 

Mr.  Herr  has  been  first  vice-president  of  the  company 
since  1905.  He  has  announced  the  appointment  of  Calvert 
Townley  as  assistant  to  the  president. 


HEANY    LAMP    CASE. 

About  four  years  ago  John  Allan  Heany,  of  York,  Pa.,  and 
his  patent  attorney,  and  a  young  assistant  examiner  in  the 
Patent  Office,  were  indicted  on  charges  of  fraud  and  conspir- 
acy in  altering  certain  patent  applications  of  Heany,  then  pend- 
ing In  the  Patent  Office,  in  an  attempt  to  introduce  into  them 
inventions  relating  to  tungsten  incandescent  lamps  which  had 
been  made  by  others,  information  with  respect  to  which,  it 
was  alleged,  had  been  fraudulently  obtained  through  the 
assistant  examiner.  On  the  trial  the  assistant  examiner 
pleaded  guilty  and  the  attorney  was  tried  and  convicted,  both 
being  sentenced  to  imprisonment,  and  Heany  was  acquitted. 

We  now  learn  that  on  the  termination  of  the  criminal 
proceedings  the  Commissioner  of  Patents  caused  an  investi- 
gation to  be  made  with  the  object  of  ascertaining  whether 
the  fraudulent  alterations  in  the  applications  were  made  with 
the  knowledge  or  connivance  of  Heany.  ll  was  interrupted 
by  a  proceeding  filed  by  Heany  and  the  Heany  Lamp  Com- 
pany, in  the  courts  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  in  an  attempt 
to  enjoin  the  investigation.  An  injunction  was  issued  by  the 
lower  court,  but  was  set  aside  by  the  Court  of  Appeals,  and 
investigation  was  then  resumed.  Testimony  was  taken  and 
a  full  opportunity  afforded  to  Heany  and  his  associates  to 
put  In  a  defense.  The  decision  of  the  Commissioner  of  Patents 
by  Mr.  Assistant  Commissioner  Billings,  has  now  been  handed 
down,  holding  that  the  applications  of  Heany  pending  in  the 
Patent  Office  involved  in  the  investigation  had  been  tampered 
with  and  that  among  other  things  two  sheets  of  paper  on 
which  the  specification  of  one  of  the  important  cases  was.  writ- 
ten had  been  abstracted  and  two  other  sheets  substituted  in 
place  thereof;  that  this  was  done  in  pursuance  of  a  conspiracy 
to  fraudulently  secure  patents  which  would  control  the  tung- 
sten lamp  business,  and  that  Heany  was  a  guilty  party  to  the 
conspiracy.  The  Commissioner  has  ordered  that  certain  pend- 
ing interferences  in  which  these  applications  under  investi- 
gation were  involved  be  dissolved  as  to  the  party  Heany; 
that  the  Heany  applications  referred  to  be  finally  rejected  on 
the  ground  of  fraud,  and  that  an  endorsement  to  this  effect  be 
made  on  the  applications  and  that  they  be  removed  from  the 
files  of  the  active  cases  of  the  office. 


THE  FARNSWORTH  ELECTRICAL  WORKS. 
The  Farnsworth  Electrical  Works  have  just  completed 
the  installation  of  an  isolated  plant  with  motor  equipment 
for  the  San  Francisco  Salt  Refining  Company.  The  apparatus 
installed  consists  of  the  following:  One  100-k.v.a.,  2-phase, 
220-v.,  G.  E.  alternator  with  exciter,  3-panel  switchboard  and 
Tirrell  regulator,  one  50-h.p.  motor,  two  30-h.p.  vertical  motors, 
two  30-h.p.  standard  motors,  one  20-h.p.  motor,  two  15-h.p. 
motors,  one  10-h.p.  motor,  one  5-h.p.  motor,  two  1%-h.p.  motors, 
and  complete  wiring  for  motors  and  about  125  lights.  The 
motors  and  generator  were  supplied  by  the  General  Electric 
Company.  The  switchboard  is  so  arranged  that  any  of  the 
motor  circuits  can  be  connected  to  the  service  of  the  San  Fran- 
cisco Gas  and  Electric  Company  or  to  the  generator.  This 
firm  also  reports  the  recent  sale  and  installation  of  a  75-h.p., 
3-phase,  220-v.  motor  and  a  5-h.p.,  .3-phase,  220-v.  motor  to  the 
Petaluma  Rock  Company  of  Petaluma,  Cal. 


TRADE    NOTES. 

Munning-Loeb,  Mattewan,  N.  J.,  manufacturers  of  elec- 
troplating and  buffing  apparatus  and  supplies,  have  ap- 
pointed Otis  &  Squires  of  San  Francisco  as  their  Pacific 
Coast  agents. 

E.  D.  Hand,  formerly  with  the  Decker  Electric  Co.,  has 
been  appointed  Pacific  Coast  representative  for  the  Brilliant 
Electric  Co.,  the  Atlantic  Insulated  Wire  Co.,  the  American 
Metals  Works,  the  Enamel  Metals  Co.,  and  S.  H.  Couch  Co. 
He  has  established  headquarters  at  room  310,  Greenwood 
Bldg.,  149  New  Montgomery  street,  San  Francisco. 

The  Fort  Wayne  Electric  Works  has  been  awarded  a 
contract  for  an  electric  drill  equipment  from  the  Southern 
Consolidated  Mining  Company  of  Bodie.  After  a  demonstra- 
tion they  found  that  the  operation  and  economy  were  consid- 
erably In  excess  of  the  guarantees.  A  continuous  run  of 
forty  days  was  made  without  a  shutrdown  for  repairs  and 
less  attendance  was  needed  than  for  an  air  drill. 

The  Pelton  Water  Wheel  Company  has  the  contract  for 
a  750-h.p.  Pelton-Francis  turbine,  to  be  direct  connected  to 
its  generator.  It  is  to  be  operated  under  a  160  foot 
head  at  400  r.p.m.  and  regulated  by  a  Pelton  oil-pressure  gov- 
ernor. As  a  unique  feature,  a  Pelton  impulse  wheel  will 
eventually  be  mounted  at  the  other  end  of  the  generator  and 
operated  under  a  head  of  700  feet  when  there  is  a  shortage 
in  the  main  water  supply. 

P.  B.  DeGress,  for  over  ten  years  New  York  district 
manager  of  the  Crocker-Wheeler  Company,  has  resigned 
from  that  company  to  assume  the  position  of  general  sales 
manager  of  the  Pulsometer  Company,  17  Battery  Place,  New 
York  City.  Besides  looking  after  the  sales  end  of  the  busi- 
ness, Mr.  DeGress  is  also  carrying  on  a  series  of  experi- 
ments, with  a  view  to  improving  certain  features  of  the 
pulsometer  in  order  to  make  it  suitable  for  general  pump- 
ing work  in  power  plants,  industrial  establishments,  etc.,  so 
that  it  may  become  as  popular  for  this  class  of  work  as  it 
is  in  the  general  contracting  field  where  it  Is  now  so  well 
known. 

H.  M.  Byllesby  &  Company,  engineers  and  managers  of 
public  utilities,  through  their  principal  office  at  Chicago,  con- 
firm the  reported  purchase  of  the  Sioux  Palls  Light  &  Power 
Company  of  Sioux  Falls,  South  Dakota.  This  company  owns 
and  operates  a  water  power  generating  plant  on  the  Big 
Sioux  River,  reinforced  by  a  modern  steam  auxiliary  sta- 
tion, and  serves  the  greater  part  of  Sioux  Palls  with  current 
for  lighting,  transportation  and  power.  Formal  possession 
will  be  taken  in  a  few  days  with  N.  C.  Draper,  formerly  of 
Zanesville,  Ohio,  as  manager.  Improvements  and  extensions 
will  be  made  to  the  property. 
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FINANCIAL. 
OAKDALE,  CAL. — Sealed  bids  were  received  until  August 
Tth  for  the  purchase  of  $25,000  water  bonds  and  $20,000  sewer 
bonds. 

SALMON  CITY,  IDAHO. — The  Lemhi  Power  Company, 
C.  L.  Mackenzie,  president,  has  taken  over  the  holdings  of 
the  Andrews  Light  &  Power  Company,  for  a  consideration 
of  $76,000. 

LOS  ANGELES,  CAL.— Mayor  Alexander  urges  that  the 
council  authorize  a  bond  sale  of  $3,250,000  at  once.  He  states 
that  the  harbor  will  require  $1,250,000  and  the  power  enter- 
prise at  least  $2,000,000. 

SEATTLE,  WASH.— J.  C.  Corbin  &  Co.,  American  Bank 
building,  Seattle,  has  been  formally  awarded  the  contract 
for  constructing  a  new  power  plant  at  the  Veterans'  Home, 
at  this  place,  at  $13,987. 

HONOLULU,  H.  T. — The  Kehena  Water  Company  has 
been  incorporated  with  $10,000  capital,  which  may  be  In- 
creased to  $1,000,000,  to  develop  an  irrigation  system  from 
the  East  Honokane  waters  of  Kohala. 

ASTORIA,  ORE. — Bide  were  received  by  G.  Lounsberry, 
clerk  of  the  Water  Commissioners,  at  the  commissioners' 
office  in  the  city  hall,  Astoria,  Ore.,  until  August  11th,  for 
the  purchase  of  $45,000  of  City  Water  Commission  bonds, 
to  run  20  years,  from  date  of  payment,  to  bear  interest  at 
5  per  cent  per  annum,  payable  semi-annually. 

MEXICO  CITY,  MEX.— The  Electric  Tramways  Com- 
pany of  Mexico  City  has  determined  to  spend  a  sum  of  $500,- 
000  on  the  construction  of  new  electric  lines.  Among  the 
work  undertaken  is  the  completion  of  the  Atzcapotzalco  to 
Tlalnepantla  line,  the  building  of  the  Peralvillo  to  Valbuena 
line,  and  the  electrification  of  the  few  lines  of  horse  traction 
still  existing  in   Mexico. 

BAKER  CITY.  ORE.— Hainland  Bros,  have  completed  the 
capitalization  for  the  $4,000,000  Ox  Bow  project.  A  million 
and  a  half  have  been  already  spent  in  tunnel'ng  through  the 
Ox  Bow  curve.  Two  million  and  a  half  will  be  required 
to  complete  the  project.  A  dam  1040  feet  in  length  and  56 
feet  in  height  will  be  constructed  and  a  power  plant,  the 
foundations  of  which  have  already  been  placed,  will  be  built. 

SPOKANE,  WASH. — The  International  Power  &  Manu- 
facturing Company,  capital  $250,000,  has  been  incorporated  by 
Wilbur  S.  Yearseley,  Martin  H.  Gerry,  Jr.  The  company  is 
a  subsidiary  corporation  of  the  organization  developing  Mill- 
wood, a  manufacturing  suburb,  three  miles  east  of  this  place. 
The  company  also  intends  to  construct  a  dam  across  the 
river  and  erect  a  power  plant  for  the  operation  of  the  Inland 
Empire  paper  mill. 


INCORPORATIONS. 

WALNUT  CREEK,  CAL.— The  Walnut  Creek  Water  Com- 
pany has  been  incorporated  for  $200,000  by  H.  H.  Scott,  W. 
C.  Burgess,  F.  B.  Bradley,  P.  A.  Thompson  and  .T.  W.  Meyer. 

GLENDORA,    CAL.— The    Glendora    Independent    Water 

Company  has  been  organized  with  a  capital  stock  of  $200,000. 
The  company  has  installed  a  new  system  of  pumps  at  the 
wells. 

SALINAS,  CAL.— The  California  Consolidated  Light  & 
Power  Company,  Salinas,  has  been  incorporated  for  $5,000,000, 
by  C.  S.  Chaunsey,  S.  Goodrich,  J.  T.  Plgott,  T.  E.  Palmer, 
Grover  O'Connor  and  G.  R.  Ray. 


HOOD  RIVER,  ORE. — Articles  of  incorporation  have  been 
filed  at  Salem  by  the  Hood  River  Terminal  Compi-ny  of  Port- 
land, the  incorporators  being  W.  A.  Delashmutt,  A.  B.,  Ire- 
land and  W.  Chapman;   capital  stock  $5000. 

RIVERSIDE,  CAL. — The  Cajalco  Water  Company  has 
been  incorporated  with  a  capital  stock  of  $10,000,  of  which 
$20  has  been  subscribed.  The  directors  are  A.  R.  Dickson  and 
George  Mabey,  of  Corona  and  Arthur  S.  Holden,  F.  D.  Hud- 
son and  W.  G.  Farndale,  all  of  Riverside. 

ELKO,  NEV. — The  new  camp  of  Jarbridge  is  to  have 
electric  light  and  power,  the  latter  for  the  operation  of  mines 
and  mills.  The  Jarbridge  Power  Company,  with  a  capital- 
ization of  $100,000  has  been  formed  and  articles  of  incor- 
poration have  been  filed.  The  incorporators  are  all  Jar- 
bridge people,  Gilmore  Kenney  Jr.,  J.  M.  Kinney,  J.  T.  Brunn 
and  George  F.  Elliott. 


ILLUMINATION. 

BAKER  CITY,  ORB. — There  is  no  prospect  of  the  city 
lighting  plant  for  which  $25,000  bonds  have  been  voted, 
being  built  this  year. 

PALMS,  CAL. — The  Board  of  Supervisors  has  issued  a 
proclamation  for  an  election  on  August  10  to  determine 
whether  or  not  a  highway  lighting  system  shall  be  formed  in 
Palms. 

PBRRIS,  CAL. — N.  L.  Graham  of  Riverside,  representing 
F.  A.  Worthley,  has  applied  for  a  50-year  franchise  to  operate 
an  electric  light  and  power  system  over  streets  and  alleys 
of  the  city. 

GRANDVIEW,  WASH. — The  Council  has  passed  an  or- 
dinance granting  to  the  Pacific  Power  &  Light  Company  the 
right  to  construct  electric  light  and  power  lines  in  the  city  of 
Grandview. 

SEATTLE,  WASH.— Bids  were  received  by  the  State 
Board  of  Control,  Olympia,  until  August  7th,  for  the  com- 
plete power  plant  equipment  at  the  Washington  Veterans' 
Home,  Fort  Orchard. 

LA  MESA,  CAL. — The  San  Diego  Consolidated  Gas  & 
Electric  Company  has  offered  to  extend  its  gas  mains  east 
from  City  Heights  to  La  Mesa,  provided  150  people  in  the 
vicinity  agree  to  use  it. 

ELLENSBURG,  WASH.— The  City  Council  passed  ah 
ordinance  revoking  a  gas  franchise  granted  A.  Wright  and 
also  gave  first  reading  to  the  franchise  submitted  by  Dr.  J. 
T.  Harvey  of  Ellensburg,  granting  him  the  right  to  manu- 
facture gas  for  illuminating,  heating  and  other  purposes 
within  the  limits  of  the  city. 

COLTON,  CAL. — A  large  central  plant  to  be  erected  by 
the  Southern  California  Gas  Company  is  the  latest  industrial 
acquisition  for  Colton.  Everything  about  the  plant  is  to  be 
on  a  big  scale  as  the  purchase  of  six  acres  of  land  and  the 
expectation  of  investing  $75,000  in  the  building  and  equip- 
ments attest.  The  company  has  bought  with  the  intention  of 
locating  a  great  central  plant  for  the  manufacture  and  dis- 
tribution of  gas  to  this  city,  San  Bernardino,  Redlands,  River- 
side and  other  cities  and  towns  of  the  valley. 


TRANSMISiSION. 

BLAINE,  WASH.— It  is  reported  that  the  British  Col- 
umbia Electric  Railway  Company  will  extend  its  power  trans- 
mission line  to  this  place. 
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LEWISTON,  IDAHO.— It  is  understood  that  the  Pacific 
Light  &  Power  Company  is  perfecting  plans  to  extend  its 
electric  line  from  Walla  Walla  to  Clarkston. 

BOISE  CITY,  IDAHO— Attorney  Jesse  P.  llawley,  rep- 
resenting the  Beaver  River  Power  Company,  has  applied  to 
the  City  Council  for  a  franchise  to  operate  in  Boise. 

BREMERTON,  WASH.— The  Bremerton-Charleston  Light 
&  Fuel  Company,  has  applied  to  the  Board  of  County  Com- 
missioners of  Kitsap  County,  Wash.,  for  the  right  to  estab- 
lish and  maintain  a  line  of  electric  poles  and  wires  over  and 
along  the  county  roads  of  Bremerton. 

EUGENE,  ORE.— It  is  reported  that  Wilhelra  &  Sons 
will  at  once  construct  a  concrete  dam  spanning  the  Long  Tom 
river  at  this  place.  The  dam  will  be  150  feet  in  length,  12 
feet  high  and  of  sufficient  strength  to  withstand  the  impact 
of  strong  waters.  The  structure  will  create  additional  water 
power  for  the  operation  of  a  flour  mill. 

RIVERSIDE,  CAL'. — Additional  facts  of  Importance  con- 
cerning the  power  proposition  which  has  been  represented  by 
P.  A.  Worthley  of  this  city,  have  come  to  light.  The  company, 
which  has  secured  franchises  for  pole  lines  in  San  Bernar- 
dino and  Riverside  Counties  and  has  applied  for  same  in  the 
city  of  San  Bernardino,  is  the  Southern  Sierras  Power  Com- 
pany, financed  by  Denver  capitalists.  Delos  A.  Chappel  is 
the  vice-president  and  general  manager  and  will  probably 
have  his  headquarters  in  Riverside.  The  contract  has  been 
let  for  a  steam  plant  at  San  Bernardino,  or  in  the  imme- 
diate vicinity  of  that  city.  This  will  have  an  initial 
capacity  of  5000  kw.  Contracts  have  also  been  let  for 
poles  and  wire,  and  the  installation  of  the  transmission  lines 
will  be  pushed  with  all  possible  speed.  Distributing  lines 
will  be  run  to  Moreno  and  Perris,  and  to  Corona  by  way 
of  West  Riverside.  The  delivery  of  power  to  these  sections 
will  mean  the  development  of  thousands  of  acres  of  fruit  and 
alfalfa  lands  that  heretofore  have  lain  dormant.  An  office 
has  been  opened  in  the  First  National  Bank  building  in  this 
city,  and  offices  will  be  established  in  the  surrounding  towns. 


TRANSPORTATION. 

SAN  DIEGO,  CAL.— The  bid  of  the  San  Diego  Electric 
Railway  Company  of  $60,000  for  a  42-year  franchise  over 
all  its  lines  in  the  city  has  been  accepted  by  unanimous 
vote  of  the  Council. 

SANTA  MONICA,  CAL.— The  City  Council  has  granted 
the  Pacific  Electric  Company  permission  to, extend  its  Eighth 
street  line  from  Fremont  to  Garfield  avenue  and  the  city 
clerk  has  been  instructed  to  advertise  for  bids  for  the  fran- 
chise. 

SAN  JOSE,  CAL. — The  San  Jose  railroads  have  made 
application  to  the  Board  of  Supervisors  for  a  franchise  for  a 
single  or  double  track  standard  gauge  electric  railroad  along 
Willow  steet,  Delmas  avenue  and  Lincoln  avenue,  for  a  period 
of  50  years. 

PORTLAND,  ORE.— Plans  for  a  terminal  station  have 
been  filed  with  Building  Inspector  Plummer  by  the  Mount 
Hood  Railway  &  Power  Company.  The  location  is  near  the 
O.  W.  P  &  N.  tracks,  between  Vancouver  and  Williams  ave- 
nue;  cost  $45,000. 

LOS  ANGELES,  CAL.— The  Los  Angeles  Railway  Cor- 
poration will  let  the  contract  for  the  new  car  barn  to  cost 
$150,000  and  it  will  cover  five  and  a  half  acres.  Plans  have 
been  prepared  by  Chief  Engineer  George  Kurts.  There  will 
be  a  fireproof  concrete  and  steel  building  at  Fifty-fourth 
and  Arlington  streets.  Twenty-four  tracks  will  be  laid  in- 
side. An  employes  building  of  concrete  and  steel,  measur- 
ing 100  by  100  feet,  will  also  be  built,  which  will  contain 
bathrooms,  billiard   rooms,  library  and   assembly  room. 


LOS  ANGELES,  CAL.— H.  T.  Hazzard  has  petitioned  the 
council  to  allow  the  Los  Angeles  Railway  Co.  to  run  a  spur 
tiack  on  West  Fourth  street,  between  Berendo  and  North 
Kenmore  avenues,  so  that  cars  may  be  run  around  the  pro- 
l)ospd  fill  to  be  made  there. 

RED  BLUFF,  CAL.— The  fund  raised  in  the  four  counties 
of  Yolo,  Glenn,  Colusa,  and  Tehama  for  the  purpose  of  secur- 
ing money  necessary  to  make  a  preliminary  survey  and  secure 
rights  of  way  for  an  electric  railroad  from  Woodland  to  Red 
Bluff,  has  now  been  completed. 

SEBASTOPOL,  CAL,— The  Board  of  Trustees  has  passed 
an  ordinance  granting  permission  to  the  Petaluma  and  Santa 
Rosa  Railway  Company,  for  a  period  of  50  years,  to  construct 
a  line  of  a  standard  gauge  railroad,  to  be  operated  by  elec- 
tricity in  public  highways  within  the  towu  of  Sebastopol, 

SAN  JOSE,  CAL.— The  San  Jose  and  Santa  Clara  County 
Railroad  Company  has  made  application  to  the  Board  of  Su- 
pervisors for  a  franchise  for  a  standard  gauge  electric  railroad 
over  the  highway  known  as  the  Alameda,  for  a  period 
of  30  years.    Also  for  a  franchise  over  Fourteenth  street. 

RICHMOND,  CAL.— A  plan  proposed  by  John  Nicholl  and 
the  Los  Angeles  Pressed  Brick  Company  is  the  building  of 
a  street  railway  from  Richmond  avenue  along  Marine  drive, 
which  skirts  Nicholl  knob,  around  the  point  and  thence 
down  to  the  plant  of  the  brick  company,  located  on  the  bay 
shore  southeast  of  the  mole  of  the  Santa  Fe  at  Ferry  Point. 

SAN  JOSE,  CAL. — The  supervisors  have  ordered  a  fran- 
chise over  Saratoga  avenue  from  Meridian  corners  to  the 
limits  of  the  town  of  Santa  Clara,  advertised  for  sale.  It 
is  the  intention  of  the  Peninsula  railway  to  buy  up  the  fran- 
chise in  order  that  it  may  connect  the  interurban  line  with 
the  lines  running  out  Alameda  to  Santa  Clara,  thus  forming 
a  loop  on  which  to  operate  its  cars.  The  franchises  of  the 
San  Jose  and  Santa  Clara  Railroad  Company  on  the  Alameda 
and  North  Fourteenth  streets  and  that  of  the  San  Jose  Rail- 
road Company's  Delmas  and  Willow  streets  line,  which  have 
expired,  were  also  advertised  for  sale.  Bids  for  these  fran- 
chises will  be  opened  on  September  5,  at  11  a,  m. 


TELEPHONE  AND  TELEGRAPH. 

ENTERPRISE,  ORE. — Carl  Roe  is  at  the  head  of  a  proj- 
ect to  establish  a  telephone  system  here. 

PETALUMA,  CAL.— The  Petaluma  Rural  Telephone  Com- 
pany has  decided  to  build  a  rural  line  from  Petaluma  to 
Cotati. 

KALAMA,  WASH. — The  county  commissioners  have 
granted  franchises  to  the  Cowlitz  Bend  Telephone  Company 
tor  the  construction  of  telephone  lines, 

COLUSA,  CAL,— The  Tehama  County  Telephone  Com- 
pany will  be  ready  for  business  in  a  few  days.  The  new  com- 
pany contemplates  extensive  improvements  in  all  parts  of  the 
county. 

SEATTLE,  WASH. — The  public  service  commission's  fig- 
ures as  to  the  value  of  the  two  local  telephone  systems,  is  as 
follows:  The  Bell  or  Sunset  telephone  system,  valued  at 
$3,100,000,  and  the  value  of  the  Independent  telephone  sy.s- 
tem's  property  in  Seattle  at  $1,500,000. 


WATERWORKS. 
SALEM,   ORE.— The   State   Fair  Board   has   appropriated 
$10,000  for  the  enlarging  of  water  mains,  and  extending  tlie 
same  in  the  fair  grounds. 

PROSSER,  WASH.— The  City  engineer  has  been  in- 
structed to  prepare  plans  for  the  construction  of  a  distrib- 
uting system  to  furnish  the  city  water  from  the  government 
irrigation  ditch. 
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MBDFORD,  ORE. — Bids  were  received  by  tlie  city  coun- 
cil, up  to  August  15tli,  for  the  purchase  of  $4000  in  bonds  for 
the    installation   of   water   mains. 

PRESTON,  IDAHO. — This  place  will  soon  call  a  bond 
election  to  cover  $90,000  lor  a  village  water  system.  J.  N. 
Preston,  chairman,  village   board. 

BRIDGEPORT,  CAL. — Sealed  bids  have  been  received  by 
the  Board  of  Supervisors  for  the  erection  and  installation 
of  a  complete  water  system  for  use  of  the  county  court 
house  at  Bridgeport. 

MADRAS,  ORE.— A  petition  asking  that  W.  P.  Myers 
and  O.  C.  Young,  be  granted  a  franchise  for  the  establish- 
Djent  of  a  water  system  for  the  town  of  Culver  has  been 
granted   by   the   council. 

GOLDENDALE,  WASH.— The  Valley  of  Glenwood  is  to 
be  irrigated  with  water  from  Hell  Roaring  Creek.  This  val- 
ley is  located  30  miles  north  and  west  of  Goldendale  on  a 
tributary  of  the  Big  Klickitat. 

LONG  BEACH,  CAL.— The  local  Board  of  Water  Com- 
missioners will  employ  a  consulting  engineer  to  draft  plans 
and  specifications  for  improvements  and  extension  of  the 
city  water  plants  on  a  large  scale. 

CONNELL,  WASH. — A  franchise  for  laying  the  water 
mains  in  the  town  of  Eltopia  has  been  granted  by  the  council 
to  A.  R.  Hamilton  for  25  years.  The  same  franchise  was  also 
granted  and  for  the  same  term  to  C.  G.  Fuller. 

AUBURN,  CAL.— The  residents  of  Prospect  Hill,  in  the 
western  portion  of  the  city,  are  having  a  water  famine.  If 
conditions  do  not  improve,  the  people  Intend  to  put  in  a 
pumping  plant,  getting  their  supply  from  the  Kelley  well. 

OLYMPIA,  WASH. — Owing  to  the  lateness  of  the  season 
the  State  Board  of  Control  has  decided  not  to  continue  ask- 
ing bids  on  pumping  equipment  for  the  State  penitentiary  at 
Walla  Walla.  Bids  for  this  machinery  were  to  be  opened  on 
August  14. 

RED  BLUFF,  CAL. — Norman  R.  Smith,  the  patentee  of 
the  water  pumping  plant  soon  to  be  installed  here,  is  in 
Red  Bluff  from  Grants  Pass,  Ore.  Mr.  Cunningham  has 
put  one  of  these  plants  in  the  river  at  Anderson  and  in  time 
will  install  one  In  the  river  at  this  place. 

WOODBURN,  Ore. — A  special  election  will  be  held  in 
the  forepart  of  September  to  decide  on  a  bond  issue  of  about 
$25,000  for  acquiring  the  present  water  plant,  now  owned  by 
an  independent  company.  If  bonds  are  authorized  exten- 
sions will  be  made. 

NORTH  BEND,  ORB. — At  a  meeting  of  the  commission 
from  the  North  Bend  council  with  the  members  of  the  coun- 
cil of  Marshfield  it  was  decided  to  employ  an  engineer  to 
obtain  the  probable  cost  of  building  a  new  water  system  and 
also  the  cost  of  improving  the  present  system  which  It  is 
proposed  to  take  over  from  the  Flanagan  &  Bonnett  Water 
Company. 

NANAIMO,  B.  C. — City  Engineer  Waters  reported  the  fol- 
lowing estimate  on  the  installation  of  an  additional  water 
main;  approximately  $10,000  for  18-inch  wood  stave  pipe, 
$18,200  for  an  18-inch  steel  welded  pipe  and  the  sum  of 
$21,100  for  an  18-inch  cast  iron  pipe.  This  place  is  decidedly 
in  favor  of  installing  the  additional  main  and  an  election  for 
authorization  of  bonds   is   probable. 

WALNUT  CREEK,  CAL.— A  new  water  plant  has  been 
built  in  this  place  by  the  R.  N.  Burgess  Company  and  was 
placed  in  operation  on  August  10.  A  power  line  vi  now 
being  erected  by  the  Pacific  Gas  &  Electric  Company  to  the 
artesian  wells  and  reservoirs  of  the  system,  which  are  about 
one  mile  from  town.  The  new  plant  will  serve  water  in 
competition  to  the  present  plant  in  operation. 


LOS  ANGELES,  CAL.— The  Kern  Meadows  Land  &.  Water 
Company,  handling  a  tract  of  10,000  acres  in  Kern  county, 
plans  to  develop  the  land  by  completing  a  perfect  ditch 
system  and  drilling  sufficient  number  of  additional  wells 
to  give  ample  supply  to  water  users.  H.  E.  Carse,  consult- 
ing engineer  who  will  have  charge  of  water  development 
and  is  general  manager  of  the  company  has  his  main  office  at 
222    Security    Building. 

ASTORIA,  ORE. — The  water  commission  has  considered 
the  plans  and  specifications  submitted  by  Engineer  Lars 
Berosvik  for  the  construction  of  a  dam  at  the  head  works 
and  a  storage  reservoir  with  a  capacity  of  100,000,000  gallons. 
The  plans  have  been  accepted  by  the  commission  and  the 
construction  ordered  advertised  at  once.  The  work  is  to 
be  completed  October  1,  1912.  Bids  were  received  up  to 
August  14th.  The  dam  will  be  25  feet  long  on  the  bottom, 
160  feet  long  on  top,  54  feet  in  width  at  the  bottom,  111% 
feet  wide  at  the  top  and  74  feet  high,  and  will  cover  an  area 
of  22  acres. 


NEW  CATALOGUES. 

James  Beggs  &  Co.  of  New  York  have  recently  completed 
their  attractive  new  catalog  on  the  Blackburn-Smith  Pressure 
Filter. 

The  Bates  Machine  Co.  of  Joliet,  111.,  has  issued  a  new 
catalog  on  the  Cookson  castlron  heaters  and  receivers  with 
cut-out  valves. 

The  Western  Electric  Company  have  recently  published 
Bulleten  No.  1105  on  Inter-phone  systems,  filled  with  interest- 
ing illustrations. 

The  Gould  Storage  Battery  Company  have  just  published 
an  attractive  Bulletin  No.  12  on  the  storage  battery  installa- 
tion in  the   Detroit  river  tunnel   plant. 

The  Triumph  Electric  Co.  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  have  just 
issued  Bulletin  No.  481,  on  alternating  generators  of  the 
direct  connected  type.    It  is  well  illustrated  and  instructive. 

The  Kerr  Turbine  Company  of  Wellsville,  N.  Y.,  have 
issued  an  artistically  illustrated  catalog  on  the  Kerr  steam 
turbine  for  driving  generators,  centrifugal  pumps,  fans  and 
other  high  speed  machinery,  and  for  belt  drive. 

The  National  Tube  Co.  of  Pittsburgh,  has  just  issued 
Catalogue  H,  embracing  wrought  pipe  for  steam,  gas,  water 
and  air.  Cast,  malleable  iron  and  brass  fittings.  Brass  and 
iron  body  valves  and  cocks.  Radiators  and  coils.  Drive  well 
points  and  well  supplies. 

The  Electrical  Engineers  Equipment  Co.,  of  Chicago,  an- 
nounce through  their  Pacific  Coast  agents,  J.  C.  Farrar  &  Co. 
of  Los  Angeles,  the  issuance  of  their  new  catalogue  on  electri- 
cal fittings  for  pov/er  plants.  The  publication  is  profusely  illus- 
trated and  contains  much  valuable  information  in  addition 
to   listing  of   its   standard   fittings. 

Catalogue  No.  15,  from  the  H.  W.  Johns-Manville  Co., 
contains  over  400  pages  of  illustrations  and  descriptions  of 
their  various  electrical  specialties.  These  include  materials 
for  insulating,  for  overhead  line  construction,  mine  and  third 
rail  work,  as  well  as  the  Linolite  ^ystem  of  illumination  and 
underground  fibre  conduit. 

The  Kellogg  Switchboard  &  Supply  Co.  has  recently  issued 
a  new  apparatus  bulletin.  It  is  altogether  a  new  and  unique 
catalogue  in  the  Independent  Telephone  Industry,  in  that  it 
covers  all  the  important  items  in  standard  telephone  work. 
Bach  item  is  illustrated,  coded  and  given  a  brief  descrip- 
tion. Since  sending  out  this  catalogue,  we  have  received  many 
favorable  comments  from  our  customers  and  the  trade  gener- 
ally. A  telephone  man  wishing  to  buy  anything  from  binding 
posts  to  pole  changers,  or  dry  cells  to  a  twenty  thousand  line 
exchange,  can  find  the  important  specifications  in  this  cata- 
logue in  a  minute's  notice  by  referring  to  a  comprehensive 
index.  ' 
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The  General  Incandescent  Lamp  Co. 


CLEVELAND,    OHIO 

BRANCH    OFFICES 


SAN  FRANCISCO  SEATTLE  PORTLAND  LOS  ANGELES 

All  regular  "GI"  Lamps  and  Drawn  Wire  "GI"  Mazda  Lamps 
in  sizes  from  25  to  500  watts,  100  to  125  volts  carried 
in  stock  by  the  following  Pacific  Coast  Representatives: 

B.  F.  KIERULFF  JR.  &  CO.,  Los  Angeles 
H.  F.  FROSCH  &  CO.,  San  Francisco  STUBBS  ELECTRIC  CO.,  Portland 

KIMBALL  ELECTRIC  CO.,  Oakland  SOUTHERN  ELECTRICAL  CO.,  San  Diego 


Alphabetical    Index    to    Advertisers,    Pace    8.  Where   to   Buy   It   in   the   We«t,   Pases     9,10.12. 
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HYDRAULIC  TURBINES 

Governors  Relief  Valves Pipe  Lines 

THE  PELTON  WATER  WHEEL  CO. 

2219  Harrison  Street,  San  Francisco 

85  West  Street,  INew  York 


PACIFIC  METER  CO. 


MANUFACTURERS   OF 


Wet  and  Dry  Gas  Meters,  Station 
Meters,     Provers,     Gauges,    Etc. 


311  SANTA  MARINA  BUIUJING 
California  etnd  Drumm  Sts. 


San  Francisco 


E.    C.    HUQHES,    PRESIDENT 


ADOLPH  MEESE,   SCCRCTAKY 


E.  C.  HUGMES  CO. 

PRINTERS    -    ENQRAVERS    -     BOOKBINDERS 

LET  us  FIGURE  ON  YOUR  CATALOGUE  and  other  printed  matter 

Praiten  And  Bindan  oi  the  Jouma]  of  Electricity  And  other  PublicAtioai 

147  to  151  Minna  Street,     San  Francisco.     Phone  Keamjr  806 


Dearborn  Drug  &  Chemical  Works 

Manufacturers  of  Water  Treating  Preparations  to  prevent 

scale,    corrosion,    pitting   and    foaming  in    Steam  Boilers 

General  Offices,  Laboratories,  and  Works:    Chicago 

948  East  Second  SL,  Los  Angeles,  Cal.      250-254  front  SL,  San  francisco,  Cal. 


The  Pacific  Gas  and  Electric  Company 

Supplies  Light,  Heat,  and  Power 


TO 


Place  Population. 

Agua  Caliente  ....  50 
•Alameda    27,000 

••Albany     800 

ttAlta    200 

Alvarado     200 

Amador    200 

Antloch    3,000 

ttAuburn    2,050 

Barber    200 

••Belmont     600 

Belvedera    350 

Benicia     2,500 

••Berkeley     42,000 

Big   Oak   Plat    150 

Biggs    750 

Black  Diamond 500 

Brentwood    200 

Brighton     100 

Broderick    500 

tBrown's  Valley 50 

••Burllngame    5,000 

Byron     200 

Campbell     1,000 

Cement     .. ..    •.    1,500 

tCenterville    20 

Centerville     500 

••Chico     13,000 

••Colusa    2,700 

tColfax     409 

Colma     500 

Concord     1,500 

Cordelia     150 

Corte   Madera    350 

Crockett     2,500 

Crow's   Landing    . . .       375 

Davenport     1,000 

Davis     750 

Decoto 350 

Dixon     1,000 

Dobbins     50 


Place  Popnlatlon. 

Drytown    100 

Durham     500 

±Dutch    Flat    400 

••Baston      500 

••East  San  Jose 1,500 

Eckley     20 

Emerald    50 

Elmhurst     2,500 

Elmira     150 

El  Verano 100 

••Emeryville     2,000 

Encinal    20 

Fairfield    . .' 800 

••Fair  Oaks   250 

Fitchburg    250 

Folsom 1,500 

•Fresno     35,000 

Glenn   Ellen    600 

Gold    Run    100 

Grafton    350 

fGrass  Valley   7,000 

Grldley     1.800 

Groveland     50 

Hammonton     500 

Hay  ward     4,000 

Hollister     3,000 

lone     StO 

Irvington    1,000 

Jackson     2,000 

Jackson   Gate    50 

Larkspur     950 

Lawrence    100 

Kennedy  Flat   50 

Kentfield     200 

tLincoln     1,500 

tlive  Oak    200 

Livermore     2,250 

tLoomis     150 

Los    Altos    200 

Los    Gatos    3,000 


Place  Popnlatlon. 

Mare    Island    500 

Marten     25 

Martinez     5,000 

••Marysville     6,250 

Mayfield     1,500 

••Menlo   Park   1,500 

Meridian    300 

••Milbrae    300 

Mill   Valley    4,500 

Mission  San  Jose   . .  500 

Mokelumne  Hill   ...  150 

Mountain    View    . . .  2,500 

••Napa     6,000 

tNevada   City    4,000 

Newark     700 

tNewcastle     600 

New    Chicago    25 

Newman     1,000 

Niles     ■  800 

••Oakland     230,000 

Oroville     2,500 

Orwood    60 

Pacheco     200 

••Palo    Alto    6,000 

tPenryn     250 

Perkins     200 

••Petaluma     6,000 

Peyton     250 

••Piedmont     2,000 

Pinole     1,500 

Pleasanton     2,000 

Port  Costa   600 

••Redwood    City    3,500 

Richmond     10,000 

Rio  Vista    200 

tRocklin    1,050 

Rodeo     100 

tRoseville     345 

Ross     900 

•••Sacramento    52,-000 


Place  Population. 

San  Andreas    200 

San  Anselmo    2,500 

San  Bruno    1,500 

San  Carlos    100 

•*San  Francisco     ...450,000 

••San  Jose     40,000 

San  Leandro     4,000 

San  Lorenzo     100 

••San   Mateo    7,000 

San  Pablo     1,000 

••San  Quentin    Prison  1,600 

••San  Rafael     6,000 

Santa  Clara     8,000 

Santa  Cruz     10,000 

••Santa   Rosa    8.000 

Saratoga     200 

Sausalito     3,000 

Sebastopol     2,000 

Selby     100 

Sonoma    1,200 

South  San  Fran 2,500 

Stanford   University  2,000 

Stege     100 

tStotkton      25,000 

Suisun     1,200 

Sunnyvale     2,000 

Sutter    Creek     2,000 

Tlburon     100 

Tormey     150 

tTowle     200 

Tracy    1,200 

Vacaville     2,500 

••Vallejo     12,000 

Vallejo   Junction    . .         10 

Walnut    Creek    350 

Wheatland     1,400 

Winters     1,200 

••Woodland     3,500 

Yolo    350 

••Tuba   City    1,900 


•Gas  only:  ••gas  and  electricity;  telectricity.  gas.  and  water;  telectricity  and  water;  •••gas,  electricity,  and  street  car  service;  all  others,  electricity  only. 


Service                                Number  Total 

Furnished                            of  Towns  Population 

iElectricity 15S  1,089.790 

Gas 33  988.900 

Water_ _ 17  43.415 

Streetcar _     1  .i?  000 


EMPLOYS  3.500  people 

OPERATES    11  hydro-electric  plants  m    the 
mountains 

3  steam-driven  electric   plants 
in  big^  cities. 

18  ?as  works 


SERVES  H  of  California's  population 
26  of  California's  56  counties 
An  area  of  32,431  square  miles 
3/5  the  size  of  New  York  state 
V^    the  size  of  all  the  New  England 
states  combined 
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ISOLATED  VERSUS  CENTRAL  STATION  PLANTS 


Much  interest  attaches  to  the  live  question  of  cen- 
tral station  service  as  opposed  to  isolated  plant  serv- 
ice. Similar  to  many  other  fine  points  in  engineering 
practice,  local  conditions  must  be  the  deciding  factor 
in  each  particular  case.  At  times  there  arise  ques- 
tions of  stability  of  service,  cost  of  maintenance  and 
operation  of  such  a  nature  as  to  make  it  good  judg- 
ment to  close  down  the  operating  department  of  the 
isolated  plant  in  favor  of  the  central  station  supply, 
even  though  the  very  best  and  latest  type  of  instal- 


system  is  that  of  the  U.  S.  Mint  at  Denver,  Colo.  We 
are  indebted  to  R.  B.  Mateer  of  the  Denver  Gas  & 
Electric  Company,  for  the  data  furnished  regarding 
this  installation. 

Government  buildings  possess  a  distinctive  style 
of  architecture  and  are  universally  admired  for  the 
simplicity  and  beauty  of  the  exteriors.  As  a  rule  they 
are  a  class  of  buildings  so  equipped  as  to  be  inde- 
pendent of  all  quasi  public  utility  corporations.  For 
instance  in  some  are  found  an  artesian  well  to  provide 


Fig  1.     U.  S.  Mint  at  Denver,  Where  Central  Station    Has  Proved  Superior  to  Isolated  Plant  Service. 


lation  has  been  made  in  the  smaller  plant.  On  the 
other  hand,  many  instances  can  be  cited  where  the 
isolated  plant  has  proved  the  unquestioned  superior, 
and  still  others  where  a  combination  of  the  two  prove 
the  more  economical,  such,  for  instance,  as  the  instal- 
lation at  the  University  of  California.  Here  the  cen- 
tral station  is  called  upon  to  assist  in  carrying  the 
peak  load  and  other  portions  of  the  daily  load  which 
prove  uneconomical  or  too  cumbersome  for  the  local 
installation.  A  recent  instance  of  a  case  in  which  the 
central  station   has   won   out  over  the  isolated  plant 


the  water;  an  elaborate,  yet  very  efficient  steam  and 
electric  generating  plant  to  supply  all  necessary  heat, 
the  power  desired  for  the  operation  of  machinery  and 
the  production  of  artificial  light,  which  go  to  make 
a  very  complete  and  isolated  class  of  buildings. 

The  Mints,  that  provide  the  gold,  silver  and  cop- 
per mediums  of  exchange,  are  equipped  with  the  finest 
engines,  generators,  motors  and  auxiliary  machinery 
that  can  be  manufactured.  The  equipment  must  pos- 
sess certain  requirements  superior  to  those  exacted 
by  the  average  industry.     A  different  rating,  certain 
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length  of  tests,  certain  quality  of  materials  are  re- 
quired of  such  apparatus  as  is  sold  for  governmental 
buildings.  The  motor  must  be  adapted  for  that  par- 
ticular class. 

of  machine.  Nowhere  can  be  found  apparatus  possess- 
ing so  many  good  points  as  in  the  Mints  located  at 
various  centers  of  industry  and  population.  Good 
judgment  and  experience  have  resulted  in  an  isolated 
plant  of  the  latest  and  most  efficient  type  at  the  Mint 
at  Denver,  Colorado. 

The  machine  in  each  department  is  direct  con- 
nected to  its  individual  motor.  The  huge  rolls  are 
operated  with  50  h.p.  Crocker-Wheeler  motors,  the 
coining  machines  with  Westinghouse  and  Crocker- 
Wheeler  7j^  h.p.  motors.  A  complete  machine  shop 
with  each  lathe,  drill,  grinder,  planer,  saw  and  milling 
machine  direct  connected  to  a  motor,  is  located  in  one 
section  of  the  building,  while  in  another  is  found  an 
individual  motor-driven  installation  of  woodworking 
machinery,  including  a  jigsaw,  planer,  circular  saw, 
mortising  machine,  lathe,  molding  machine,  sand  paper 
machine  and  emery  wheel. 

Otis  elevators  and  lifts  render  access  to  each  por- 
tion of  the  building  easy  and  economize  in  time  as  well 
as  physical   energy. 

Motor  operated  reviewing  and  weighing  machines 
assure  perfect  coins  for  the  use  of  the  public. 

Exhaust  fans,  properly  installed,  preserve  the 
health  of  those  employed  at  the  building  and  rapidly 
discharge  to  the  outer  air  injurious  acid  fumes. 

Gas  and  oil  furnaces  are  used  in  the  assaying  de- 
partments. To  supply  the  necessary  air  to  produce 
the  proper  combustion,  Connerville  blowers  are  in- 
stalled in  the  basement  of  the  building  and  are  oper- 
ated by  20,  15  and  5  h.p.  motors  of  Westinghouse, 
Bullock  and  General  Electric  product. 

A  feature  of  the  basement,  is  an  Ellspass  Mill, 
used  in  concentrating.  A  15  h.p.  Fairbanks  Morse 
motor  operates  this  machine  while  2  h.p.  General  Elec- 
tric motor  drives  the  centrifugal  pump. 

The  compressors  for  the  deep  wells  and  house 
pumps  are  in  duplicate, — accident  to  one  permits  of 
an  abundant  supply  from  the  remaining  one.  The 
compressors  are  each  operated  by  a  20  h.p.  Commer- 
cial Electric  motor  and  the  house  pumps  are  direct 
connected   to  3J^    h.p.   Commercial    motors. 

A  special  motor,  for  each  machine,  varying  from 
50  h.p.  on  the  rolls  to  the  ^  h.p.  motors  that  operate 
the  ringing  sets  of  the  telephone  exchange  makes  a 
total  connected  motor  load  of  708yi  h.p.,  220  volt 
direct  current. 

Ample  lighting  is  provided  by  1500  lamps  of  from 
60  to  100  watt  tungsten  filaments. 

The  building  is  complete  with  every  mechanical 
labor  saving  device.  It  contains  an  engine  room 
equipped  with  the  most  efficient  machinery  money 
could  purchase  or  human  intelligence  design,  yet  iso- 
lated completely  so  far  as  water,  heat,  light  and  power 
— necessities,  were  concerned. 

In  June  of  this  year  arrangements  were  com- 
pleted whereby  the  isolated  plant  was  discontinued. 
Central  Station  service  supplied  by  the  Denver  Gas  & 
Electric  Light  Company  replaced  the  isolated  plant 
that  had  been  installed  several  years  ago ;  250-500  volt 


three-wire  direct  current  is  now  supplied  for  the  oper- 
ation of  the  entire  /OSj^  h.p.  motor  load;  110-220  volt 
three-wire  single-phase  alternating  service  supplies 
the  artificial  light. 

"Good  service  at  all  times"  such  as  is  rendered 
by  the  Denver  Gas  &  Electric  Light  Company,  has 
brought  about  perfect  satisfaction  and  this  combined 
with  the  resultant  economy  is  an  excellent  proof  of  the 
value  and  superiority  of  the  central  station  service. 

All  negotiations  for  this  busijiess  were  conducted 
by  the  power  department  of  the  Denver  Gas  &  Elec- 
tric Light  Company,  which  has  secured  for  the  central 
station  service  a  revenue  producer  and  augmented  the 
connected  load,  far  in  excess  of  earlier  expectations. 

When  originally  constructed  the  St.  Francis 
Hotel  of  San  Francisco  was  provided  with  a  power 
equipment  suitable  for  all  service  other  than  furnish- 
ing the  electrical  energy  required.  In  the  spring  of 
1909,  the  management  considered  the  installation  of 
its  own  electric  plant  and  after  careful  investigation 
the  advantages  to  be  derived  therefrom  secured  its 
adoption.  The  plant  as  completed  has  a  total  capacity 
of  825  kw.  The  St.  Francis  hotel  is  the  largest  and 
perhaps  the  most  completely  equipped  hostelry  in, 
San  Francisco  and  its  appointments  are  such  as  to 
promote  the  comfort  and  freedom  of  its  guests.  Its 
entire  electrical  equipment  is  in  full  harmony  with  the 
general  make-up  of  the  building  and  has  had  its  pro- 
portionate care  and  thoroughness  in  design.  Recently, 
however,  the  management,  after  careful  reconsidera- 
tion of  every  detail,  have  decided  to  close  down  the 
operation  of  the  plant  and  purchase  power  from  the 
Pacific  Gas  &  Electric  Company. 

On  the  other  hand,  an  excellent  illustration  of  the 
isolated  power  plant  and  its  ease  and  continuity  of 
operation  is  that  of  St.  Mary's  Hospital  in  San  Fran- 
cisco. The  field  of  operation  for  an  isolated  power 
plant  included  in  the  equipment  of  quasi-public  build- 
ings is  nowhere  better  exemplified  that  for  use  in 
the  modern  hospital.  Here  electricity  is  put  to  scores 
of  uses  and  the  auxiliary  features  of  the  plant,  i.  e., 
the  distribution  and  circulation  of  steam,  hot  and 
cold  water,  compressed  air  or  vacuum,  together,  make 
almost  every  condition  of  operation  and  action  except 
of  course,  the  human  element,  dependent  upon  the 
power  plant. 

The  equipment  of  St.  Mary's  hospital  in  San  Fran- 
cisco is  perhaps  as  complete  and  thorough  as  modern 
science  can  dictate ;  the  arrangement,  unlike  many 
isolated  equipments  having  been  worked  out  to  accom- 
plish the  best  results  in  efficiency,  ample  space,  light, 
air  and  general  accessibility. 

The  power  plant  occupies  the  ground  floor,  which 
is  in  reality  a  basement,  as  it  is  a  few  feet  below 
the  ground  surface.  There  are  at  present  two  main 
generating  sets,  which  are  duplicates.  The  engines 
are  Brownell  high  speed,  non-condensing.  They  are 
fitted  with  Rites  inertia  governors  and  direct  connected 
to  General  Electric  six-pole,  75. kw.,  250  volt  direct 
current  generators,  operating  at  275  r.p.m. 

Among  the  many  high  class  features  of  this  in- 
stallation is  to  be  mentioned  the  comprehensive  sys- 
tem of  signal  lights  and  calls  from  all  rooms.  Instead 
of  the  familiar  bells  or  buzzers,  which  are  often 
annoying  to  nervous  patients,  there  is  on  each  floor 


August  26,   1911.] 


JOURNAL    OF    ELECTRICITY,    POWER    AND    GAS 


181 


Typical   Isolated   Power   Plant,   St.   Mary's    Hospital,     San   Francisco. 


a  Westminster  chime  of  four  tones.  These  chimes 
consist  of  bell-metal  tubes  which  are  sounded  by  an 
electrically  operated  hammer.  The  different  pitches 
of  tone  denote  nurses  or  attendants  of  different 
grades  of  authority,  while  the  number  of  strokes  sig- 
nify the  individual  wanted. 

Another  novelty  is  an  arrangement  for  electrically 
heating  the  tray  carriers.  These  carriers  are  of  sheet 
metal  in  the  form  of  a  large  box  in  which  are  fitted 
shelves,  the  whole,  being  mounted  on  rubber-tired 
vifheels.  Within  is  a  heating  coil  which  enables  food 
in  trays  to  be  kept  warm   while  the  carrier  is  being 


filled  and  during  its  journey  to  the  various  wards.  At 
a  convenient  place  near  the  kitchen,  there  are  several 
wall  plug  receptacles  supplying  the  current  to  heat 
the  tray  carriers  and  a  set  of  baby  knife  switches  pro- 
vided directly  under  them  control  the  current. 

No  less  striking  in  its  accomplishment  of  con- 
tinuity of  service  is  that  of  the  isolated  power  plant 
in  the  Alaska  Commercial  Building.  As  a  safeguard 
against  any  possible  break  in  the  service  there  have 
been  installed  storage  batteries  of  sufficient  capacity 
to  tide  over  any  reasonable  period  due  to  a  breakdown 
of  any  part  of  the  installation. 


General  View   of  Engine  and  Boiler  Room   and  View  of  Generating  Units  from  Switchboard,   St.  Mary's  Hospital. 
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The  original  installation  in  the 
Alaska  Commercial  Building  in  San 
Francisco,  Cal., consisted  of  two  100  kw. 
and  one  75  kw.  Westinghouse  three- 
wire  generators,  each  direct  connected 
to  Skinner  simple  engines.  The  line 
voltage  was  120-0-120.  The  electric  ele- 
vator and  motor  service  was  operated 
from  the  240  volt  circuit. 

The  use  of  the  electric  elevators  in 
this  large  office  building  caused  ex- 
tremely violent  and  rapid  fluctuations 
in  the  load,  the  fluctuations,  under  aver- 
age conditions,  being  from  20  to  250 
kw.  and  occasionally  as  high  as  400  kw. 
These  fluctuations  were  so  rapid  that 
the  voltage  regulation  was  extremely 
erratic,  as  the  engines  were  not  driven 
sufficient  time  to  compensate  for  the 
changes  in  load. 

This  plant,  besides  supplying  elec- 
tricity and  steam  to  the  Alaska  Com- 
mercial Building,  also  sells  power  to 
neighboring  office  buildings,  for  lights, 
elevators,  etc.,  and  had  an  average 
monthly  load  in  the  neighborhood  of 
20,000  kw.  hours.  The  plant  was  op- 
erated originally  from  7  o'clock  in  the 
morning  until  11  o'clock  at  night, 
power  for  the  remaining  8  hours  of  the 
day  being  obtained  from  the  city  serv- 
ice. 

The  effects  of  the  fluctuations  in  load 
follow : 

1st — It  was  necessary  to  have  oper- 
ating, sufficient  capacity  for  the  maxi- 
mum load  at  all  times  or  otherwise  fre- 
quent interruptions  in  service  ensued. 

2d — Due  to  the  low  power  factor,  the 
efficiency  was  very  low  and  the  only  consumption  per 
kw.  hour  very  high. 

3d — The  voltage  regulation  under  these  condi- 
tions was  poor,  and  was  a  source  of  numerous  com- 
plaints. .  ",  '  ,1  -, -(_ 
4th — The  "racking"  of  the  engines  caused  by  the 
violent  fluctuations  in  the  load  was  rapidly  deterior- 
ating and  the  same  would  shortly  have  made  repairs 
necessary. 

On  account  of  these  conditions,  the  engineer  of 
the  Alaska  Commercial  Building,  Mr.  John  Williams, 
decided  that  a  storage  battery  installed  would  relieve 
the  same  and  after  thoroughly  investigating  the  sub- 
ject awarded  the  contract  to  the  Gould  Storage  Bat- 
tery Company. 

The  storage  battery  installation  consists  of  116 
cells  type  0-511,  having  a  capacity  of  200  amperes  for 
one  hour  at  approximately  240  volts,  together  with  a 
"Gould"  C.  E.  M.  F.  regulating  booster,  three-unit 
set,  having  a  maximum  capacity  of  600  amperes  at 
60  volts.  The  operation  of  this  storage  battery  in- 
stallation resulted  in  the  following  improvements  in 
service: 


Another    Excellent    Illustration     of     Isolated     Power  Plant. 
Batteries  for      Alaska      Commercial     Building. 


Storage 


1st — The  fluctuations  in  load  were  equalized  by 
the  battery,  the  battery  discharging  when  the  load 
demand  was  heavy  and  charging  when  the  heavy  load 
fell  off,  thereby  maintaining  practically  a  constant  load 
on  the  generators.  This  load  is  maintained  constant 
within  5  per  cent  plus  or  minus ;  that  is  to  say,  if  the 
regulation  is  set  for  200  amperes,  the  maximum  fluctu- 
ations in  load  on  the  generators  would  be  between 
190  and  210  amperes. 

2d — Due  to  the  load  on  the  generators  teing 
maintained  constant,  it  was  found  that  the  75  kw. 
unit  would  carry  the  load  during  the  greater  part  of 
the  day,  one  of  the  larger  units  being  necessary  for 
lighting  purposes,  during  winter  only,  for  a  few  hours 
each  day. 

3d — As  only  one  generator  was  required  to  be 
used  and  as  the  load  was  kept  practically  constant  on 
this  at  the  point  of  maximum  efficiency,  the  oil  con- 
sumption per  kw.  hour  was  very  much  reduced. 

4th — On  account  of  the  ideal  conditions  under 
which  the  generators  operated,  the  voltage  regulation 
was  absolutely  perfect  and  no  further  complaints  pos- 
sible. 

5th — The  entire  plant  is  shut  down  each  night  be- 
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tween  10  p.  m.  and  7  A.  tn.,  the  storage  battery  sup- 
plying the  electricity  necessary  for  the  night  run.  In 
this  way  the  cost  of  the  electric  service  from  the  city 
supply  was  entirely  eliminated. 


HIi- 
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Power    Equipment    Alaska    Commercial    Building. 

6th — As  the  battery  is  discharged  during  the  night 
and  has  to  be  charged  the  first  thing  in  the  morning, 
this  gives  a  heavy  load  on  the  machine  in  the  morning 
and  furnishes  abundance  of  exhaust  steam  for  heating 
at  the  time  it  is  most  needed. 

7th — After  the  heavy  load  goes  ofif  at  about  6 
o'clock  in  the  evening,  the  completion  of  the  charge  of 
the  battery  to  carry  the  night  load  supplies  a  full  load 
to  the  generators  until  time  to  shut  down,  thus  main- 
taining the  high  efficiency  of  the  plant. 


^^==^s^-=^ 
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Switdiboard  Equipment,  Alaska  Commercial  Building. 

8th — In  case  of  accident  to  the  generator  plant  the 
battery  will  carry  the  entire  load  for  about  three  quar- 
ters of  an  hour,  giving  ample  time  to  put  another  gener- 
ator set  or  boiler  in  service. 

9th — Operating  the  plant  by  one  generator  unit 
alone,  which  the  .sfcorage  battery  installation  made  pos- 


sible, gives  two  units  in  reserve  and  makes  shut  downs 
of  any  duration  impossible. 

10th — By  operating  the  generators  under  practi- 
cally constant  load,  the  shock  of  the  fluctuations  is  re- 
moved and  repairs  reduced  to  a  minimum. 

11th — One  of  the  greatest  advantages  of  the  instal- 
lations is  that  due  to  the  steady  load  on  the  entire 
plant  it  is  possible  to  study  the  operating  conditions 
of  each  part  of  the  system  under  steady  full  load  con- 
ditions and  thus  work  out  the  maximum  efficiency  pos- 
sible by  tuning  up  the  whole  plant. 

12th — Due  to  the  improvements  in  efficiency  and 
economy  above  set  forth,  a  considerable  saving  in  cash 
is  eflfected  each  month  and  it  is  estimated  that  this  sav- 
ing will  pay  for  the  battery  installation  in  three  years' 
time. 

This  plant  has  now  been  in  operation  over  a  year 
and  has  satisfactorily  met  all  the  conditions  imposed 
upon  it.  Ou  one  occasion  it  carried  the  load  of  the 
building,  due  to  an  accident  in  the  engine  for  fifteen 
minutes  while  another  generator  was  put  in  service. 


MEDALS  FOR  CONDUCTORS. 

The  management  of  the  Chicago  &  Milwaukee 
Electric  Railroad,  has  decided  to  award  a  gold  medal 
each  month  to  the  most  efficient  conductor  in  their 
service.  E.  H.  Igou  has  received  the  first  medal. 
The  following  high  ideals  of  Mr.  Igou  were  un- 
doubtedly largely  responsible  for  his  attaining  the 
distinction  of  being  awarded  the  first  decision : 

"Passengers  are  patrons  of  your  employer.  Treat 
them  as  such.  Help  old  women  and  women  with  babies 
or  bundles  on  and  off  the  car.  Remember,  where  your 
regular  passengers  get  off  and  don't  haul  them  by.  If 
old  women  or  women  with  babies  have  no  seat,  ask 
some  man  to  give  them  a  seat.  In  rainy  days  open 
umbrellas  for  women  as  they  get  off.  It  saves  acci- 
dents. Never  give  curt  answers.  If  you're  busy,  wait 
to  answer  until  you're  through.  Be  as  polite  to  homely 
women  as  to  pretty  women.  Wait  for  passengers  who 
are  trying  to  catch  the  car.  Keep  your  car  clean  and 
your  patrons  will  help  you." 


TRAIN  DISPATCHING  BY  TELEPHONE  IN 
BRITISH  COLUMBIA. 

Of  possible  interest  to  American  manufacturers 
of  telephones  is  the  report  just  published,  quoting  the 
superintendent  of  the  Grand  Trunk  Railway  tele- 
graphs. W.  W.  Ashall,  of  Montreal,  as  stating  that 
his  company  is  about  to  adopt  the  telephone  in  place 
of  the  telegraph  for  train  dispatching  over  its  entire 
system,  which  is  already  extensive  in  British  Columbia 
and  is  being  rapidly  added  to  in  this  Province,  the 
main  line  to  Prince  Rupert  being  now  under  construc- 
tion. 


PHILIPPINE  FRANCHISE  AT  PUBLIC 
AUCTION. 

In  regard  to  the  disposition  of  the  gas  franchise 
for  the  city  of  Manila  recently  awarded  the  Bremen 
syndicate  and  forfeited  by  it  on  account  of  nonfulfill- 
ment of  terms  of  the  franchise,  the  Governor  General 
has  stated  that  the  franchise  will  be  put  up  at  public 
auction  if  there  are  persons  desiring  to  present  bids. 
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QUICK  CHECKS  FOR  ENGINEERING  COMPU- 
TATIONS. 

It  is  a  matter  of  considerable  importance  in  mak- 
ing computations  to  know  that  we  have  done  the  same 
correct^.  Very  often  engineers  are  called  upon  to 
make  hasty  calculations  in  a  rather  unfamiliar  field 
and  consequently  errors  creep  in  when  attempting  to 
substitute  in  various  formulas.  An  error  is  very  likely 
to  occur  in  ordinary  multiplication.  A  very  simple 
rule  to  quickly  test  the  accuracy  is  to  sum  up  the 
digits  in  each  number,  and  cast  out  the  "nines"  or 
multiples  of  nine  appearing  in  each  sum.  Next  mul- 
tiply the  remainders  and  again  cast  out  the  "nines"  or 
multiples  of  nine.  Now  if  you  sum  up  the  digits  in 
your  result  you  have  found  from  multiplying  your 
two  original  numbers  and  similarly  cast  out  nines  or 
multiples  of  nine,  j^our  two  remainders  should  be 
identical,  otherwise  some  mistake  has  been  made. 

Let  us  suppose  for  instance  we  desire  to  multiply 
938  by  746.    This  operation  is  performed  as  follows : 


16  or  7 


938 

(a)  20  or  2 

746 

(b)  17  or  8  (c 

5628 

(e)  12  or  3 

3752 

(f)  8 

6566 

(g)  5 

699,748 

(d)  43  or  7 

According  to  our  rule  set  forth  above,  we  find 
the  sum  of  the  digits  in  a  to  be  20,  or  casting  out 
nines  we  have  2.  The  sum  of  the  digits  in  b  is  17, 
or  casting  out  nines  we  have  8.  Now  multiplying 
this  result  in  a  and  b  together  we  have  the  result 
shown  at  c,  which  is  16,  or  casting  out  nines  7.  Again 
adding  the  digits  in  d  we  have  43  and  casting  out  nines 
obtain  the  result  of  7.  Since  this  is  the  same  as 
appears  at  c  our  multiplication  is  evidently  correct. 
Suppose  these  results  are  not  the  same  and  we  desire 
to  check  each  individual  multiplication.  By  perform- 
ing each  individual  casting  out  of  nines  in  e,  f  and  g 
this  result  in  turn  should  correspond  with  6  multiplied 
by  a,  4  multiplied  by  a  and  7  multiplied  by  a,  or  3,  8 
and  5  respectively.  If  the  reader  has  never  used  this 
method,  he  can  hardly  realize  how  serviceable  and 
quick  this  result  is.    By  all  means  master  it  at  once. 


HONGKONG  OIL  IMPORTS. 

Dominant  American  oil  interests  have  announced 
their  intention  of  increasing  the  world's  consumption 
of  oil  by  lowering  the  prices.  This  announcement  had 
the  effect  of  increasing  the  sale  of  the  American  pro- 
duct in  the  Far  East.  The  imports  of  oil  into  Hong- 
kong and  the  several  tributary  ports  and  territories — 
Canton,  Amoy,  Swatow,  Foochow,  Haifong,  Saigon, 
Bangkok,  and  Philippine  Islands — in  1910  were  89,- 
104,000  gallons,  against  76,351,000  gallons  in  1909. 
The  share  of  the  United  States  in  this  trade  was  51.- 
440,000  gallons  in  1910,  and  44.200,000  in  1909.  The 
imports  of  American  oil  into  Hongkong  in  1910  were 
9,160,000  gallons. 


ELECTRICAL  OPERATION  OF  THE  WEST 
JERSEY  &  SEASHORE  RAILROAD.' 

BY    B.    F.    WOOD. 

The  proceedings  of  our  engineering  societies 
abound  in  papers  and  discussions'  on  the  merits  of 
steam  and  electric  operation  of  railroads  in  which  data 
are  used,  which  to  a  large  extent  are  lacking  in  iigures 
taken  from  the  actual  cost  of  operation.  A  general 
impression  prevails'  that  operating  officers  of  railroads 
will  not  consent  to  the  publication  of  their  operating 
costs.  This  to  some  extent  may  be  true,  but  where 
such  figures  are  correctly  understood  and  properly 
used  there  should  be  no  objection  to  their  publication. 

When  the  question  of  presenting  certain  data  per- 
taining to  the  operation  of  the  electrical  portion  of 
the  West  Jersey  &  Seashore  Railroad  before  the  Amer- 
ican  Institute  of   Electrical    Engineers  was   discussed 
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with  the  management  of  the  Penns3'lvania  Railroad, 
the  reply  was  made  that  not  only  would  the  informa- 
tion be  furnished  but  that  it  would  be  a  pleasure  to 
have  such  information  made  public  through  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Institute.  The  following  data  were 
taken  direct  from  the  operating  records  with  onlj^  such 
additions  as  would  make  them  more  readily  under- 
stood. No  effort  has  been  made  to  curtail  or  to  mod- 
ify in  any  respect  the  data  selected. 

It  is  the  object  of  this  paper  to  present  these  data 
in  as  concrete  form  as  possible  without  comparison 
with  the  operation  of  the  parallel  steam  service,  and 
no  attempt  will  be  made  to  analyze  or  compare  the 
data  with  any  that  have  heretofore  been  presented. 

'Abstracted  from  a  paper  presented  at  the  Twenty-eighth 
Annual  Convention  nt  the  American  Institute  -  ot  Electrical 
Engineers,   Chicago.   Illinois,   June   2S,    1911. 
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This  paper  will  be  of  value  if  railroad  engineers 
are  encouraged  to  present  before  the  Institute  similar 
data,  and  if  some  standard  form  for  the  compilation 
of  such  data  is  agreed  upon.  Comparisons  could  then 
be  made  more  readily  and  their  value  enhanced. 

It  is  hoped  that  a  discussion  will  be  developed 
which  will  enable  operating  officers  and  engineers 
to  improve  the  efficiency,  add  to  the  reliability  and  re- 
duce the  costs  of  operation  of  electrically  operated 
railroads. 

The  portion  of  the  line  which  is  electrically  oper- 
ated extends  from  Camden,  via  Newfield,  to  Atlantic 
City,  a  distance  of  64.6  miles;  and  from  Newfield  to 
Millville,  a  distance  of  10  miles.  With  the  exception 
of  the  Millville  Branch,  which  is  a  single  track  railroad, 
the  line  is  double  tracked  with  a  third  track  extending 
for  a  distance  of  about  six  miles  north  from  Woodbury. 

This  portion  of  the  W.  J.  &  S.  R.  R.  was  originally 
operated  by  steam  and  was  a  single  track  line  south  of 
Newfield.  In  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1905  it  was 
decided  to  electrify.  The  work  was  undertaken  in  De- 
cember, 1905,  and  had  progressed  to  such  a  point  that 
in  the  early  part  of  July,  1906,  the  first  train  was  moved 
electrically.  Regular  operation  by  electric  service  was 
established  in  September  of  the  same  year. 

The  direct  current  over-running  third-rail  system 
operating  at  675  volts  was  chosen  for  this  installation. 

A  map  of  the  West  Jersey  &  Seashore  Railroad 
is  shown  in  Fig.  1,  from  which  the  electrified  portion 
can  be  readily  followed.  The  locations  of  the  power 
station  and  the  substations  are  shown,  as  well  as  the 
position  of  the  transmission  line  with  respect  to  the 
line  of  the  railroad. 

Cost  of  Construction. 

A  table  is  included  showing  the  cost  of  construc- 
tion in  connection  with  the  electrification  and  includes 
costs  made  necessary  by  electrification.  It  will  be 
noted  that  the  electrification  costs  represent  less  than 
half  of  the  total  cost  involved  in  the  change  of  motive 
power. 

Costs  are  also  presented  showing  the  unit  costs  of 
power  station  transmission  line,  substations,  etc. 

COST  OP  CONSTRUCTION. 
Power  Stations: 

Building-,    stacks,    coal    and   ash    fiandling- 

machinery     $354,000 

Equipment 640,900 

Total      $994,900 

■Transmission    line    241,500 

Substations: 

Buildings 72,000 


Total    .    . 

Third    rail     

Overhead    trolley 
Track    bonding    .  . 
Cars 


Car  repair   and   inspection   sheds    

Right-of-way,  additional   

Reconstructing    tracks     

Constructing   new   tracks    

Terminal  facilities  and  changes  at  stations.. 

Signals   and   interlocking  plants    

Changing    telegraph     and     adding    telephone 

facilities   .   .   .   

Fencing   right-of-way,   cattle   guards,   etc 

Miscellaneous     items     


Total 


UNIT    COST    OF    ELECTRIFICATION. 

Power   station,   cost   per  kw 

Transmission  line,  cost  per  mile    

Substations,    building  and    equipment    cost    per   kw. 

Third   rail,   cost   per   mile 

Overhead   trolley,   cost  per  mile    

Track  bonding,  cost  per  mile   

Cars^    including   electrical    equipment   each    


491,560 

557,636 

80,500 

102,659 

1,135,900 

46,674 

592,100 

763,800 

?.071,000 
252,400 
561,900 

105,100 
88,400 
44,200 

$8,130,229 


$    124.36 

3,485.00 

28.90 

4,235.00 

4,120.00 

684.50 

12,214.00 


Cost  of  Operation  and  Maintenance. 

The  cost  of  operation  and  maintenance  is  shown 
under  several  headings  as  follows : 

1.  Cost  of  operation  in  cents  per  car  mile. 

2.  Cost  of  operation  and  maintenance  of  West- 
ville  power  station. 

3.  Cost  of  maintenance  of  high-tension  transmis- 
sion line. 

4.  Cost  of  operation   and   maintenance    of    sub- 
stations. 

5.  Cost  of  maintenance  of  third  rail. 

6.  Cost  of  maintenance  of  trolley. 

7.  Cost  of  maintenance  of  bonding-. 

TABLE  I 

WEST  JERSEY  &  SEASHORE. RAILROAD 

Electric  train  service 

Passenger  train  statistics 

Cost  of  operation  in  cents  per  car  mile 

Year  1909 
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January 

1.06 

2.05|0.48 

4.78  0.51 

0.93 

1.53  1.20 

12.53 

10.25]  22.7S 

279.210 

3.113 

February. ... 

1.07 

2.42  0.38 

4.63  0.51 

0.91 

1.49  1.22 

12.63 

10.99123.62 
10.17l23.0O 

258.130 

3.163 

March 

1.18 

1.97  0.35 

4.99  0.52J0.99 

1.65  1.18 

12.83 

279.193 

3.092 

April 

1.26 
0.84 
0.40 

2.03  0.25 
1.73  0.26 
0.6.80.31 

4.43  0.46  0.89  1.40  0.61 
3.98  0.44  0.88  1.45  0.45 
3.58  0.25  0..86  1.410.42 

11.32 
10.03 

9.14(20.46 
9  18h9  5»1 

317.963 
318,006 
339,294 

3.483 
3.482 
3.530 

May 

June 

7.91ii  9.35!  17.26 

July 

0.33  0.440.12    2.82  0.20i0.80,1.25  0.40 

6.36  j  6.95:13.31 
6.06(1  6.29112.35' 

478.203 

3.669 

August 

0.28  0.40  0.14    2.75  0.20  0.75  1.18  0.36 

517.223 

3.921 

September 

0.43  0.67,0.14    2.75  0.25Jo.S3  1.32  0.42 

6.81|  6-.871 13.68 

428,571    3.584 

October 

0.64lo.7l[o.24    3.84  0.3110.92  1.53  0.62    8.8l"l0.2l'l9.02] 

307,825    3.046 

November. . .  . 

0.52  0.3910.29    3.85  0.29 

0.95  1.70  0.82    8.81|    9.30]l8.15 

291.816 

3.327 

December. .  .. 

0.87  1.08  0.20  12.310  30 

1.00  1.72  1.30  18.87, 15.05  33.92 

292.175 

3.318 

Avg 

0.68  1.10  0.25'  4.30  0.33 

0.88  1.44  0.69    9.67il  9.08' 18.79 

4.107,609 

3.457 

Year 

1910 

January 

0.86:1.0:^ 

0.67    4.59  0.46 

0.96 

1.64  2.24 

12.45-    7.22 

19.67 

292,523 

3.169 

February. : .  . . 

0.79 

1.7S 

0.33    5.38  0.50 

0.97 

1.48  1.07 

12.30  12.44 

24.74 

262,488 

3.137 

March 

1.04 

1-.13 

0.28    3.87  0.48 

0.88 

1.51  0.89 

10.08  12.91 

22.99 

333,252 

3.445 

0.62 
0.57 
0.79 

0.7d 
0.7S 
0.67 

0.31!  4.57]o.49 
0.24;   2.78,0.48 
0.24'  2.S0  0.45 

0.97 
0.89 
0.97 

1.620.70 
1.410.44 
1.62.0.58 

I0.Q4'll.55 

21.59 

302,463 
351,994 
375.023 

3.344 
3.651 
3.406 

May 

7.59    9.92  17.51 
8.12' 10.13118.25 

June 

July 

0.44 

0.46 

O.lSi   2.47  0.34 

0.89  1.39  0.36 

6.53 

6.66  13.19 

565,787 

3.641 

August 

0.29 

0.57 

0.15    2.48  0.33|o.S5'l.38  0.37 

6.42 

5.62 

12.04 

594.852 

3.811 

September 

0.37 

0.54 

0.211  2.71,0.39  0.85  1.42  0.42 

6.91, 

7.34 

14.25 

487,543 

3.771 

October   

0.73 

1.19 

0.28:  3.05  0.47  0.91  1.69  0.52 

8.84  12.34 

21.18 

339,789 

3.564 

November. . .  . 

1.40 

2.45 

0.47   -3.71  0.51  0.96  1.71  0.54 

11.75J  10.58 

22.33 

311.882 

3.379 

December 

0.63 

1.94 

0.21|  3.93  0.510.93  1.710.74 

10.60  12.13 
8.80II  9.39 

22.73 

334,936 

3.494 

Avg 

0.66 

1.01 

0.27!  3.33  O.43I0.91!  1.52  0.67 

18.19 

4,552.532 

3.518 

Table  I  shows  the  cost  of  operation  for  the  years 
1909  and  1910,  in  cents  per  car  mile,  and  subdivides 
the  cost  of  operation  into  the  general  headings,  repairs, 
electric  equipment  of  cars ;  repairs,  passenger  cars ; 
other  maintenance  of  equipment  costs;  electric  power 
at  car  shops ;  yard  service,  shifting  cost ;  motormen ; 
trainmen  ;  train  supplies  and  expenses  ;  total  of  above  : 
other  expenses ;  total  expenses.  The  table  also  shows 
the  total  car  miles  per  month  and  the  average  cars 
per  train.  The  headings  of  this  statement  are  probably 
sufficiently  explanatory,  other  than  "other  expenses," 
which  includes  cost  of  maintenance  of  way  and  struc- 
tures, despatching  trains,  telephone  and  telegraph, 
crossing  gatem.en,  together  with  traffic  expenses  and 
general  expenses. 

Table  II  shows  the  cost  of  operation  and  main- 
tenance of  the  Westville  power  station  for  the  year 
1910.  This  statement  is  subdivided  under  the  general 
headings  of  operation  and  maintenance  and  under  the 
further  sub-headings  of  material  and  labor.  The  state- 
ment shows  the  total  monthly  cost  as  well  as  the  cost 
in  cents  per  kw.-hr.  for  each  item. 

The  total  net  output  from  the  station  is  also  shown 
as  well  as  the  pounds  of  coal  per  kw.-hr.  and  the  cost 
of  coal  per  ton  of  2000  lb. 
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An  improvement  will  be  noted  in  the  reduction  of 
cost  of  power,  as  well  as  a  reduction  in  coal  consump- 
tion per  kilowatt  hour.  The  most  marked  improve- 
ment, however,  will  be  noted  in  efficiency  of  transmis- 
sion and  conversion,  which  is  accounted  for  by  the 
fact  that  the  operation  of  the  substations  is  followed 
up  with  care  so  as  to  minimize  the  idle  operation  of 
rotaries. 


OIL  ENGINES   FOR  SHIPS. 

Of  much  interest  to  the  West  in  general,  and 
California  in  particular,  is  the  rapid  growth  in  the 
use  of  oil  for  ocean-going  vessels.  The  prediction  is 
made  that  this  year  will  show  a  very  great  advance 
in  the  use  of  oil  engines  as  the  motive  power  for  ocean- 
going vessels.  A  recent  writer  on  this  subject  has 
stated  that  it  is  not  improbable  that  within  the  next 
two  or  three  years  ships  without  funnels  or  boilers 
will  be  making  regular  passages  across  the  Atlantic. 

The  continent,  however,  and  not  Great  Britain, 
has  taken  the  initiative  thus  far  in  this  important  mat- 
ter. Only  one  vessel  of  size  to  be  equipped  with  oil 
engines  is  at  present  being  built  for  registration  un- 
der the  British  flag,  although  it  is  stated  that  a  Lon- 
don firm  of  shipowners  is  about  to  place  an  order 
for  a  vessel  of  about  6000  tons. 

Two  vessels  to  be  fitted  with  oil  engines  are 
being  built  for  the  Danish  East  Asiatic  Co.,  while  a 
9000  ton  motor  boat  is  nearing  completion  for  the 
Hambin"g-American  Line,  and  two  oil  liners  are  under 
contract  for  the  Brazil  service  of  the  Hamburg-South 
Ameican  Co.  A  five-masted  bark  of  3272  tons  burden 
is  building  at  Bordeaux,  which  will  be  provided  with 
internal-combustion  eiigines. 

The  desirability  of  the  employment  of  such  en- 
gines for  the  propulsion  of  larg-e  vessels  was  the  sub- 
ject of  discussion  not  long  ago  at  a  meeting  of  the 
British  Institution  of  Naval  Architects  in  London. 
One  speaker  said  that  he  knew  of  250  ships  which 
were  fitted  or  to  be  fitted  with  Diesel  plants.  The 
most  important  field  as  yet  had  been  that  of  sub- 
marines, in  which  France  took  the  lead  seven  or  eight 
years  ago.  To-day  the  engine  was  almost  universally 
adopted  for  that  kind  of  ship  by  the  admiralties  of  all 
countries  except  England  and  the  United  States.  The 
number  of  such  submarine  boats  was  about  LSO,  and 
their  horsepower  varied  from  300  to  .SOOO.  In  the  last 
two  years  the  radius  of  action  and  the  power  of  those 
boats  had  so  increased  that  the  vessels  were  no  longer 
merely  defensive  boats  attached  to  harbors  and  coasts, 
but  had  become  extremely  dangerous  for  offensive 
purposes  on  the  high  seas.  A  number  of  gunboats 
and  very  small  cruisers,  especially  for  Russia,  had 
been  fitted  with  the  engines.  The  second  im.portant 
field  was  that  of  the  taiik  boats  for  the  transport  of  oil 
in  Russia.  Among  various  other  types  of  boats  in 
which  the  engine  v/as  used  was  a  special  vessel  for 
an  expedition  to  the  North  Pole. 


A  department  of  electricity  is  planned  for  Manila, 
the  new  department  to  have  charge  of  the  electric 
lighting  of  the  city,  police  and  fire  alarm  systems, 
electrical  installation  and  repair  work,  and  meter 
testing. 


WESTERN  RED  CEDAR.* 

BY  WM.  L.  HALL  AND  HU  MAXWELL. 

Dry  Western  red  cedar  has  a  weight  of  23.7  pounds 
per  cubic  foot,  a  specific  gravity  of  0.38,  an  ash  of  0.17 
per  cent  of  dry  weight  of  wood,  a  fuel  value  of  51  per 
cent  of  white  oak;  a  breaking  strength  of  10,500 
pounds   per   square   inch. 

In  character  and  qualities  it  is  light,  soft,  not 
strong,  brittle ;  grain  coarse,  even,  and  straight,  com- 
pact;  annual  rings  rather  wide  and  even;  summer- 
Avood  about  half  the  width  of  the  ring,  dark  colored, 
hard  distinct,  medullary  rays  numerous,  obscure  ;  color 
dull  brown,  tinged  with  red,  the  thin  sapwood  nearly 
white ;  easily  worked ;  durable  in  positions  exposed  to 
decay. 

Its  growth  varies  in  height  from  100  to  150  feet, 
exceptional  trees  200;  diameter  3  to  8,  extreme  16  feet. 

The  western  red  cedar  grows  in  sufficient  abun- 
dance over  an  area  of  300,000  square  miles  to  make  it 
attractive  to  lumbermen.  This  region  embraces  por- 
tions of  northern  California,  Oregon,  AVashington, 
Idaho,  British  Columbia,  and  Alaska,  The  principal 
cut  has  been  reported  from  Washington,  and  that 
State  may  be  considered  as  the  center  of  supply.  The 
best  timber  comes  from  regions  of  abundant  rainfall 
and  mild  humid  climate.  Near  the  species'  southern 
limit  in  California  it  clings  to  the  fog  belts.  Its  ex- 
tensive range  and  the  fact  that  it  does  not  usuall}' 
occur  in  pure  stands  of  large  extent  make  estimates 
of  the  total  available  supply  difficult.  It  is  certain 
that  cutting  in  late  years  has  been  more  rapid  than 
growth,  but  it  is  not  known  how  long,  at  the  present 
rate  of  cutting,  the  timber  will  last.  It  is  not  be- 
lieved, however,  that  the  end  will  arrive  in  the  near 
future,  althoug'h  the  drain  upon  the  forests  is  very 
heavy,  and  has  been  for  years. 

Nature  made  ample  provision  for  the  spread  of 
the  species.  The  light  seeds  are  fairly  abundant,  and 
having  two  wings,  they  are  great  travelers  and  search 
out  favorable  situations  for  germination  and  growth. 
Forest  fires  are  the  tree's  worst  enem3^  The  bark  is 
thin,  and  a  brisk  blaze,  though  of  only  short  duration, 
is  usually  sufficient  to  kill  mature  timber,  while  small 
growth  seldom  escapes.  After  the  fire  has  passed,  if  it 
has  burned  the  humus  in  the  soil  sufficiently  to  lessen 
its  capacity  to  retain  moisture,  the  seeds  of  this  tree 
do  not  readily  germinate.  For  that  reason  the  tree 
seldom  follows  fires,  as  lodgepole  pine  does  in  the 
AVest  and  paper  birch  in  the  East.  Under  normal  con- 
ditions western  red  cedar  is  not  exacting  in  its  require- 
ments. It  grows  in  dense  shade,  and  lumbermen  cut 
much  excellent  timber  in  deep  forests ;  but  shade  is 
not  essential,  and  good  lumber  comes  from  tracts  where 
other  growth  is  thin  and  light  is  abundant. 

It  is  not  so  essential  in  the  case  of  western  red 
cedar  as  with  some  other  timbers  that  the  trees  be 
cut  when  they  reach  merchantable  size.  They  will 
stand  a  long  time  after  that  before  deteriorating. 
Trunks  in  good  condition  at  the  age  of  600  or  800 
vears  have  been  reported,  but  the  majority  of  fully 
matured  trees  are  not  so  old.  Claims  of  ages  1,500 
years   or   more   have  been   made,   but   have   not   been 


'Abstracted    from    Forest    Service    BuHetin    95,    U.    S.    Dept. 
of   Agriculture. 
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fully  substantiated.  It  is  well  known,  however,  that 
trunks  that  fell  in  damp  woods  centuries  ago  have 
lain  beneath  moss  and  soil  until  the  present  day  in  a 
sound  condition.  Timber  of  this  kind  figures  to  a 
limited  extent  in  the  lumber  supply.  Logs  dug  from 
swamps,  or  exposed  to  view  when  the  moss  and  humus 
have  been  burned  off,  are  sometimes  manufactured 
into  shingles  or  lumber.  Cases  are  vouched  for'  in 
which  the  ages  of  trees  growing  upon  buried  logs 
show  that  the  prostrate  trunks  fell  five  or  six  centuries 
ago,  and  even  more,  and  though  they  have  lain  so 
great  a  period  they  are  found  fit  for  merchantable 
lumber. 

The  Indians  made  much  use  of  western  red  cedar 
before  white  men  became  acquainted  with  the  region 
in  which  it  grew.  From  it  they  obtained  food,  cloth- 
ing, shelter,  means  of  transportation,  and  apparatus  for 
fishing  and  the  chase.  From  the  tree  trunks  the  sav- 
ages made  canoes  of  all  sizes,  from  the  small  trough 
that  carried  two  men  to  the  enormous  dugouts  that 
transported  50  or  more  upon  long  expeditions  in  war 
and  peace.  Before  the  Indians  obtained  metal  tools 
from  white  traders  they  hollowed  their  canoes  with 
fire  and  with  their  primitive  stone  and  bone  imple- 
ments. Some  of  their  dugouts  are  of  enormous  size, 
hewed  from  single  trunks,  and  with  lines  so  perfect 
that  civilized  men  can  scarcely  suggest  improvement.' 
The  making  of  a  canoe  of  moderate  size,  by  the  crude 
means  at  the  Indians'  command  in  the  early  days,  re- 
quired several  months  of  hard  labor  with  flint  adzes 
that  chipped  away  pieces  of  wood  not  much  larger 
than  grains  of  sawdust. 

When  Lewis  and  Clark  crossed  the  Rocky  Moun- 
tains and  reached  the  tributary  waters  of  the  Columbia 
River  in  the  summer  of  1805,  they  saw  for  the  first  time 
the  canoes  of  the  Indians  made  of  this  wood.  Some 
months  later  when  the  explorers  found  it  necessary 
to  abandon  their  pack  animals  and  trust  to  the  rivers 
to  carry  them  to  the  Pacific,  they  made  their  canoes 
of  cedar,  and  the  small  fleet  successfully  descended 
the  Columbia  and  carried  the  explorers  to  the  ocean. 
So  common  was  the  use  of  this  wood  for  dugouts 
that  with  many  persons  its  only  name  was  canoe  cedar. 

The  Indians  nearly  always  made  their  totem  poles 
of  this  wood,  because  it  is  soft  and  they  could  work 
it  easily  with  their  rude  tools.  It  was  valued  likewise 
because  it  resisted  decay  a  long  time,  and  when  the 
grotesquely  carved  pole  had  once  been  set  up  in  the 
village  or  at  the  cemetery,  it  could  be  reasonably  ex- 
pected to  stand  at  least  during  the  lives  of  those  who 
made  it  and  set  it  up.  Some  of  these  gigantic  trunks 
hewed  in  forms  of  men  and  beasts,  often  with  consid- 
erable skill,  are  the  largest  pieces  of  single  wood  carv- 

'  It  is  claimed  that  canoes  made  by  the  Alaska  and  British 
Columbia  Indians  were  early  taken  by  fur  traders  to  Boston 
and  New  York,  where  they  became  the  patterns  by  which  the 
celebrated  clipper  ships  were  built.  One  of  the  canoes,  now 
in  the  National  Museum  in  Washington,  is  59  feet  long,  S  feet 
beam,  7  feet  3  inches  deep  at  bow,  5  feet  3  inches  at  stern, 
and  3  feet  7  inches  in  the  middle.  It  was  made  on  Vancouver  Island 
with  Indian  tools,  and  is  capable  of  carrying  100  persons  with 
their  camp  outfits.  The  canoe  is  19  feet  longer  than  the  Sparrow 
Hawk,  which  brought  settlers  from  England  to  America  in 
1626.  It  is  said  that  even  larger  canoes  have  been  hewed  from 
single  trunks  of  western  red  cedar.  A  flare  is  given  the  large 
canoes  after  the  hewing  is  done,  and  the  width  of  the  beam  is  in- 
creased 8  to  12  inches.  The  canoe  is  filled  with  water  which 
is  brought  to  a  boil  by  dropping  in  hot  stones.  When  the  wood 
is  softened  by  the  heat,  the  flare  is  given  by  inserting  braces. 


ing  in  the  world,  greatly  exceeding  in  size  the  larg- 
est columns  and  doors  of  European  cathedrals. 

The  Indians  of  the  region  where  western  red  cedar 
abounded  generally  chose  it  for  such  rude  carpentry 
as  they  were  capable  of  doing.  Their  choice  was  due 
to  the  softness  of  the  wood,  which  meant  a  great  deal 
to  men  who  hewed  and  shaped  their  beams  and  doors 
with  no  better  tools  than  fire,  flint,  bone,  and  shell. 
They  made  fully  as  much  use  of  the  bark  as  of  the 
wood.  With  it  they  roofed,  ceiled,  floored,  and  papered 
their  huts.  They  wove  long  strips  of  bark — some- 
times 30  feet  in  length — into  mats,  which  they  used 
for  beds,  tables,  blankets,  and  on  ceremonial  occa- 
sions. They  made  clothing  of  the  same  material. 
They  twisted  the  bark  into  ropes  for  dog  harness,  lad- 
ders, fishlines,  and  snares  for  wild  animals  and  nets 
for  catphing  fish.  The  list  of  uses  for  the  bark  did 
not  end  there,  for  they  were  able  to  make  food  of  it. 
They  beat  the  bark  to  a  pulp,  baked  it  in  cakes,  and 
after  completely  saturating  it  with  salmon  oil  they 
pronounced  it  a  palatable  and  nutritious  article  of  diet. 
It  is  believed,  however,  that  the  food  value  of  the  cakes 
was  derived  more  from  the  fish  oil  than  from  the  bark. 

The  first  white  settlers  in  the  region  adopted  many 
uses  of  this  wood  from  the  Indian,  but  the  chief  was 
for  canoes.  What  the  yellow  poplar  was  as  a  canoe 
wood  to  the  early  settlers  in  the  East  the  western  red 
cedar  was  to  the  frontiersman  and  trader  in  the  Pacific 
region  from  Alaska  southward. 

Its  value  for  shingles  was  early  discovered,  and 
as  soon  as  the  cabin  took  the  place  of  the  woods  camp 
tlie  shingle  roof  put  in  an  appearance.  The  doors  and 
window  frames,  as  well  as  joists  and  rafters,  were  fre- 
quently of  the  same  material.  The  wood's  softness 
had  tempted  the  Indians  to  use  it,  and  the  same  prop- 
erty appealed  to  the  white  men  who  succeeded  the 
Indian  as  the  possessor  of  the  country.  It  was  one  of 
the  first  woods  cut  for  fences,  and  for  many  years  it 
was  commonly  so  used  wherever  it  was  within  reach. 
It  was  employed  for  rails  and  for  posts,  and  its  long 
resistance  to  decay  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  some  of 
the  fences  built  nearly  half  a  century  ago  were  doing 
service  until  very  recently. 

In  the  days  when  cooperage  was  handwork  on  the 
Pacific  Coast,  and  tubs  and  pails  were  made  in  each 
neighborhood,  the  cedar  was  one  of  the  choice  woods, 
because  convenient,  easy  to  work,  handsome  in  ap- 
pearance, and  serviceable  for  many  years. 

Western  red  cedar  is  the  greatest  shingle  wood  in 
the  United  States  at  this  time,  and  has  held  that  place 
for  some  years,  with  no  likelihood  of  giving  it  up  in 
the  near  future.  The  average  output  from  this  wood 
alone,  and  chiefly  in  the  State  of  Washington,  is  not 
far  short  of  20,000,000  shingles  for  every  day  in  the 
year.  In  1908  it  furnished  63  per  cent  of  the  total 
shingle  cut  of  the  United  States.  Redwood  shingles, 
made  only  in  California,  appear  with  it  in  the  eastern 
markets,  but  they  form  only  one-eighth  of  the  cedar 
output. 

This  cedar  is  extensively  cut  for  poles  in  Wash- 
ington and  Idaho,  and  large  size  poles  of  this  wood 
are  now  shipped  to  nearly  all  parts  of  the  United 
States  under  the  name  of  Idaho  cedar.  The  very  long 
poles  seen  in  city  streets  are  generally  of  this  wood, 


Aubust  26,   1911.] 


JOURNAL    OF    ELECTRICITY,    POWER    AND    GAS 


189 


because  other  woods  do  not  afford  the  necessary 
length.  Poles  cut  from  this  species  taper  regularly, 
and  present  an  attractive  appearance  when  set  in  line. 
Their  ability  to  resist  decay  likewise  adds  to  their 
value  along  streets  and  suburban  roads  where  frequent 
resetting  through  cement  and  asphalt  is  expensive. 
Country  telephone  poles  are  from  20  to  30  feet  long, 
railway  telegraph  poles  from  25  to  40  feet,  and  those 
in  cities  from  40  to  75  feet. 

The  wood  is  used  for  car  siding  and  roofing,  posi- 
tions where  great  strength  is  not  required. 

Afore  is  now  used  in  boat  building  than  in  the 
days  of  the  Indian  canoes  on  western  waters,  but  it 
serves  in  a  difi'ei^ent  way.  It  is  now  a  highly  finished 
product,  and  is  worked  by  skiff  makers  and  yacht 
carpenters.  It  provides  handsome  trim,  lining,  railing 
and  roofs. 

It  finds  more  and  more  demand  as  interior  finish  for 
houses,  stores,  and  offices.  Pattern  makers  use  it,  and 
it  is  seen  in  window  and  door  frames,  and  in  sash  and 
doors,  in  molding,  chair  boards,  stairways,  panels,  and 
porch  work.  It  fulfills  the  requirements  of  outside 
finish  as  well  as  inside,  and  is  being  cut  into  bevel- 
edge  siding  in  large  quantities  in  many  western  mills. 
Cabinetmakers  use  it  for  many  purposes — the  backs 
and  sides  of  drawers,  shelves,  boxes,  and  partitions.  It 
is  worked  into  frames  and  sash  for  hothouses,  as  well 
as  sash  for  ordinary  windows. 

Its  use  in  cooperage  has  come  down  to  the  pres- 
ent time,  and  where  it  was  formerly  shaped  by  hand 
it  is  now  manufactured  by  machinery  into  buckets, 
pails,  tubs,  tanks,  and  the  whole  line  of  similar  articles. 


PUBLIC-ROAD    BUILDING    IN    CANADIAN 
ROCKIES. 

BY  FRANK  C.  DENISON. 

The  public-road  system  of  the  Canadian  Rockies 
is  similar  to  that  under  which  the  roads  of  the  Prov- 
ince of  British  Columbia  are  administered  and  is 
under  the  direction  of  the  minister  of  public  works 
in   the   provincial   government. 

Up  to  two  years  ago  there  was  no  systematic  road 
building  with  a  completed  system  of  roads  for  the 
district  as  an  ultimate  object.  Roads  were  built  where 
temporary  demands  called  for  them,  and  thus  some 
of  the  moneys  appropriated  for  such  purposes  were 
not  used  to  the  best  advantage.  Two  years  ago  the 
■government  at  Victoria  determined  upon  a  more  sys- 
tematic plan,  and  in  1910  $65,000  was  set  aside  for 
road  construction  in  the  Fernie  Riding,  which  was 
found  inadequate  and  the  account  was  slightly  over- 
drawn in  order  to  complete  the  work  laid  out  for  that 
year.  For  the  current  year  there  has  been  set  aside  $85,- 
000.  A  portion  of  this  money  is  used  to  improve  the  ex- 
isting roads,  but  the  larger  part  is  for  building  a  75- 
mile  east  and  west  trunk  road  from  the  western  boun- 
dary of  the  riding  at  Wardner,  on  the  Kootenay  River, 
to  the  Alberta  provincial  boundary  line  at  the  summit 
of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  in  the  Crows  Nest  Pass, 
where  it  connects  with  the  public-road  system  of 
Alberta.  A  north  and  south  road,  starting  at  the  inter- 
national boundary,  at  Gateway,  on  the  east  bank  of 
the  Kootenay  River,  and  running  northerly  to  an  in- 
tersection with  the  east  and  west  trunk  line  near  the 
Kootenay  River  at  A'Vardner,  is  also  being  improved 


and  extended.  This  north  and  south  road  intersects 
with  a  good  road  already  in  use,  which  extends  up  the 
valley  of  the  Kootenay  River  and  down  the  Colum- 
bia River  to  Golden,  on  the  main  fine  of  the  Canadian 
Pacific  Railway,  where  that  road  crosses  the  Columbia 
River. 

In  addition  to  the  amounts  mentioned,  $15,000  has 
been  appropriated  to  extend  a  wagon  road  from  Cor- 
bin,  the  terminus  of  the  Eastern  British  Columbia 
Railway,  near  the  summit  of  the  main  range  of  the 
Rocky  Mountains,  in  a  southerly  direction  to  the  in- 
ternational boundary,  on  the  Flathead  River,  v^ihere 
a  highway  from  Beaton,  Mont.,  touches  the  boundary 
line. 

All  bridge  work  in  the  district  is  done  with  appro- 
priations made  independently  of  sums  voted  for  road 
work,  and  a  considerable  sum  has  been  spent  upon 
this  class  of  public  improvement.  The  latest  and 
most  expensive  bridge  that  has  been  constructed  in 
the  Fernie  Riding  is  that  crossing  the  Elk  River  near 
where  it  discharges  into  the  Kootenay,  about  30  miles 
south  of  Fernie ;  it  has  spans  144  feet  in  length. 

The  trunk  line  of  road  being  constructed  through 
the  district  from  east  to  west  is  being  kept  within  an 
8  per  cent  grade,  and  even  this  is  to  be  reduced  to  a 
standard  5  per  cent  as  the  work  is  completed.  This 
trunk  line  is  but  one  link  in  a  through  road  which  is 
being  constructed  from  the  coast  in  the  west -to  the 
Alberta  line  in  the  east.  Another  trunk  line  is  pro- 
jected from  some  point  on  the  Canadian  Pacific  Rail- 
way, east  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  to  some  point  on 
the  road  already  built  up  the  Kootenay  and  down  the 
Columbia  Rivers,  which  is  designed  to  form  a  loop  line 
through  the  mountains,  which  will  be  of  sufficiently 
easy  grade  for  automobile  travel. 

All  the  roads  mentioned  herein  are  intended  to  be 
so  constructed  when  completed  as  to  permit  of  auto- 
mobile travel  and  to  become  a  part  of  a  provincial 
road  system.  The  roads  in  the  western  part  of  this 
district,  which  has  been  longer  settled,  are  cared  for 
and  controlled  by  the  same  system. 


ILLUMINATION  OF  TRIPOLL 

According  to  consular  reports,  Tripoli  is  a  city  of 
about  40,000. 

Petroleum  lamps  are  used  by  everybody  and  quite 
recently  the  American  lamp  has  entered  the  market 
and  promises  to  outbid  all  competitors.  Petroleum  to 
the  value  of  $25,000  is  sold  annually,  it  being  the  Amer- 
ican product  wholly.  There  is  little  demand  for  gaso- 
line, which  is  used  only  for  motor  purposes.  It  sells 
at  15  francs  per  case  of  36  liters  (30  cents  per  gallon). 

Until  last  May  the  street  lighting  had  been  very 
unsatisfactory,  as  ordinary  kerosene  lamps  were  used, 
but  recently  a  German  agent  doing  business  in  Tripoli 
persuaded  the  city  authorities  to  install  about  25  street 
lamps  in  the  principal  streets  and  squares.  This  sys- 
tem is  called  Autolux,  and  is  manufactured  by  the 
Aktiebolaget  Lux  of  Stockholm,  Sweden.  The  cost 
of  each  lamp  c.  i.  f.  Hamburg  is  $35.46  and  $34.11  for 
a  1,000  and  500  candlepower  light,  respectively. 

Tripoli  was  treated  to  a  rare  sight  the  second 
week  of  June  by  the  illumination  of  the  Italian  flour 
mill.  An  English  electric  plant  has  been  installed 
in  this  up-to-date  establishment. 
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A  great  deal  is  being  written  in  the  technical  press 
of  the  country  of  late  about  depreciation.     AVe  want 
to  sa}^  a  little  about  appreciation. 

Nearh'  twenty-five  j^ears  ago  this 
Journal  first  breathed  the  breath  of 
life  under  the  name  of  Pacific  Lum- 
berman, Contractor  and  Electrician.  No  bed  of  roses 
was  ever  strewn  for  it  in  these  years  of  struggle  for 
existence.  Its  rugged  hard-earned  battle  has  won  for 
it  a  place  in  the  heart  of  the  West  peculiarly  its  own. 
Having  passed  through  all  the  trials  and  troubles  inci- 
dent to  infanc}'  and  early  manhood,  the  crisis  of  its 
life  came  in  its  nineteenth  year  as  a  result  of  the  great 
San  Francisco  disaster.  Everything  belonging  to  the 
Journal  Avas  burned  and  almost  completely  destroyed 
by  the  great  fire.  The  inventory  of  assets  taken  a  few 
days  after  the  calamity  of  1906,  showed  but  little  aside 
from  a  good  name  earned  by  nineteen  years  of  hard 
work.  It  was  typical  of  that  spirit  of  the  West,  of 
\*hich  all  true  westerners  are  justly  proud,  that  imme- 
diately after  the  fire,  its  supporters  decided  that  the 
Journal  should  not  die.  Far  from  it,  the  engineers 
of  the  west  flocked  to  its  support  and  not  only  was  it 
decided  to  continue  its  existence  but  to  quadruple  its 
publication.  During  the  immediate  weeks  following 
the  fire,  consequently,  the  Journal  appeared  as  a  weekly 
instead  of  a  monthly  and  has  so  appeared  since  that 
time.  In  those  dark  days  following  the  great  disaster, 
never  in  its  history  did  the  Journal  feel  so  deeply  its 
hold  upon  its  supporters.  The  silent,  but  meaning 
glances  of  approval  over  its  brave  struggle  shown 
on  all  sides  are  never  to  be  forgotten. 

The  Journal  has  steadily  grown.  Its  influence  has 
extended  from  a  mere  local  field  until  now  we  feel 
justly  proud  of  the  whole-hearted  support  we  are  re- 
ceiving from  the  Rockies  to  the  Pacific.  But  it  is  not 
enough  that  our  columns,  through  its  thousands  of 
leaders,  reach  the  buyers  of  90  per  cent  of  the  power 
apparatus  and  supplies  sold  in  the  West.  We  want  to 
feel  that  its  influence  as  a  technical  educator  is  each 
day  extending  more  widely  in  area  and  more  deeply 
into  the  hearts  of  its  readers.  We  appreciate  the 
■.vhole-hearted  and  almost  unanimous  support  we  have 
received  from  the  managers  of  the  big  power  plants 
and  engineering  concerns  in  the  West.  We  want  to 
show  our  appreciation  by  now  extending  our  influence 
to  reach  more  of  their  subordinates.  We  want  to  add 
our  mite  toward  raising  the  plane  of  efficiency  of  the 
underman.  The  Journal  at  an  early  date  is  contem- 
plating running  a  series  of  technical  articles  by  men 
actively  engaged  in  teaching  in  our  great  Western  uni- 
versities, covering  such  subjects  as  will  be  best  adapted 
to  the  needs  of  Western  engineers  in  embryo.  If  these 
articles  call  forth  a  good  heaUhy  discussion,  a  mo-e 
earnest  desire  among  3'our.g  engineers  to  seek  the  truth 
in  their  chosen  profession,  we  shall  feel  that  our  pur- 
pose has  been  accomplished. 
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Technical  writing,  like  Portia's  quality  of  mercy, 
'"is  not  strained ;  it  blesseth  him  that  gives  and  him  that 

takes." 
Technical  The  ethics  of  an  engineer  is  such 

Writing  that  he  cannot  consistently  adver- 

tise himself  by  the  usual  display  ad- 
vertisement used  in  the  trades,  nor  can  he  solicit  busi- 
ness in  the  usual  methods  employed  in  commerce.  His 
name,  his  reputation,  what  he  has  formerly  accom- 
plished, must  be  the  sole  factors  to  secure  his  aggran- 
dizement. No  truer  saying  was  ever  laid  down  than 
ihe  biblical  quotation,  "By  their  fruits  shall  ye  judge 
them."  The  only  legitimate  way  then,  by  which  an 
engineer  with  proper  deference  to  the  ethics  of  his 
profession  can  advertise  himself,  is  to  see  to  it  that 
his  structures  and  methods  become  known  to  his  fel- 
lows. In  this  sense  technical  writing  blesses  him  that 
g3ves.  Go  to  any  engineer  of  reputation  and  he  will 
tell  you  of  his  first  start  in  the  engineering  world.  He 
will  tell  you  how  he  struggled  year  after  year,  painstak- 
ingly and  often  heartily  discouraged  till»finally  through 
some  publication,  his  works  became  known  and  his 
ability  appreciated. 

On  the  other  hand  every  engineer  is  a  debtor 
to  his  profession.  Thousands  of  young  engineers  are 
growing  up  around  us  who  will  soon  have  to  bear  the 
burdens  of  the  engineering  world.  The  experience  of 
the  older  brother  is  of  untold  service  in  giving  the 
younger  brother  a  lift  in  life.  In  this  latter  sense  tech- 
nical writing  blesses  him  that  takes. 

Too  often  when  requested  to  write  for  publica- 
tion, the  young  engineer,  especially,  gives  a  negative 
answer  due  to  his  belief  that  he  lacks  facility  in  written 
expression.  To  him  the  Journal  wishes  to  make  one 
suggestion.  Go  into  a  quiet  room  for  a  few  minutes, 
close  your  eyes,  think  of  the  engineering  subject  in 
which  you  are  intensely  interested,  pick  up  your  pen- 
cil, write  as  you  think  and  read  the  result  later.  You 
will  be  interestingly  surprised.  You  will  see  ideas,  de- 
\  elopments,  constructive  imaginaion  which  have  been 
carried  in  your  mind  for  years,  but  heretofore  thought 
by  you  incapable  of  expression. 

The  Journal  appeals  to  Western  engineers  to  sub- 
mit their  contributions  to  it  for  publication.  The  loyal 
■and  earnest  support  given  it  in  the  past  has  been  the 
greatest  factor  in  its  present  material  growth.  Ex- 
pansion and  high  standard  of  quality  are  our  early 
ambition.  Hand  in  hand  our  Western  development 
must  take  place.  The  engineer  conceives  new  ideas. 
These  ideas  are  transformed  either  into  more  efficient 
ensfineering-  structure  or  more  economic  methods  of 
handling  the  great  enterprises  of  the  West.  Our  engi- 
neers then  put  into  writing  what  has  been  accom- 
plished and  OUT  younger  men  struggling  along  the 
road  to  learning,  which  philosophers  of  old  have  re- 
minded us  "is  not  a  royal  highway,"  are  enabled  to 
grasp  new  ideas  and  accomplish  still  more  ideal  re- 
sults. The  Journal  feels  that  to  be  this  medium  of 
transfer  of  ideas  is  to  accomplish  its  highest  aim  and 
it  yearns  through  their  closer  co-operation  to  be  of 
still  great  efficiency  to  its  Western  brothers. 


In  the  design  of  an  isolated  plant  "team  work" 
of  its  several  parts  is  the  detail  which  should  most 
of  all  be  carefull)'  considered.  Each 
Central  Station  piece  of  apparatus  most  suitable  for 
vs.  Isolated  Plant  the  conditions  of  service  under 
which  it  is  to  operate  must  be  most 
carefully  designed,  and  all  parts  of  the  installation  must 
be  so  proportioned  as  to  produce  maximum  good  re- 
sults and  efficiency.  Good  design  of  the  isolated  plant 
v/ill  take  into  account  the  slightest  thing  that  would 
tend  to  modify  these  conditions.  The  storage  battery, 
the  subdivision  of  equipment,  the  estimate  of  the  pro- 
posed load,  the  limitations  of  space;  the  limitations 
of  equipment  to  standard  makes,  the  nearness  to  pub- 
lic service  suppl}',  and  a  hundred  other  details  must 
come  in  for  careful  review. 

The  central  .station  supply,  on  the  other  hand, 
usually  presents  two  arguments,  which  at  times  prove 
efl^ective  in  crushing  the  life  of  the  isolated  plant.  The 
one  is  cheaper  power  costs,  and  the  other  is  continuity 
of  service.  If  the  two  arguments  can  be  thoroughly 
shown  to  apply  in  any  particular  case,  beyond  the  ques- 
tion of  a  doubt,  the  isolated  plant  loses  its  only  excuse 
for  existence.  Very  seldom,  however,  can  this  be 
shown  ;  consequently  the  battle  ground  of  conditions 
\-arying  between  costs  and  continuity  of  supply  is 
usually  the  scene  of  a  very  bitter  conflict. 

Elsewhere  in  these  columns  will  be  found  typical 
descriptions  of  the  isolated  plant  in  operation  and 
results  accomplished  when  properly  designed.  Also 
will  be  found  noted  illustrations  of  recent  cases  in 
which  the  central  station  service  has  been  adjudged 
so  superior  that  it  has  been  deemed  best  to  abandon 
the  isolated  installation.  In  any  particular  case  the 
factors  that  lead  to  the  final  judgment  of  the  one  over 
the  other  necessitate  the  consideration  of  many  fine 
and  delicate  points.  Convincing  arguments  for  a  choice 
in  one  case  will  be  found  wholly  unapplicable  in  a 
second  instance.  As  the  struggle  of  the  one  against 
the  other  continues,  the  upholders  of  both  sides,  due 
to  the  constantly  improving  of  equipment  and  genera- 
tion of  power,  are  enabled  each  day  to  provide  new 
arguments  for  their  views.  The  isolated  plant  of  yes- 
terday, inefficient,  costly,  and  of  low  continuity  factor 
is  found  by  years  of  careful  study  and  correct  design 
to  be  remarkably  cheap  in  operation  and  practically 
constant  in  service.  The  great  central  stations  of  yes- 
terday, on  the  other  hand,  receiving  their  power  sup- 
ply from  the  hydroelectric  plants  miles  from  the  center 
of  distribution,  were  found  poorly  equipped  for  con- 
tinuous service.  Today,  however,  with  their  giant 
turbo-generator  auxiliaries  and  network  connections 
of  the  several  supplies  the  service  is  ideal. 

Day  after  day  the  struggle  between  the  central 
station  and  the  isolated  plant  continues.  To  the  non- 
partisan much  good  argument  can  be  seen  on  both 
sides.  The  future  alone  can  be  the  final  judge.  Like 
the  great  bug-a-boo  scare  of  the  annihilation  of  the 
horse  upon  the  advent  of  the  automobile,  the  future 
will  undoubtedly  decree  definite  and  economic  rea- 
sons for  the  existence  of  both,  leaving  the  great  Dar- 
winian law  of  survival  of  the  fittest  to  pass  the  final 
and  eternal  decree  in  each  case. 
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PERSONALS. 

R.  D.  Miller,  who  has  gas  and  electric  interests  at  Buffalo, 
N.  Y.,  was  at  San  Francisco  during  the  past  week. 

Tracy  E.  Bibbins,  of  the  General  Electric  Company's  San 
Francisco  district  office,  is  visiting  the  Eastern  factories. 

A.  Albrecht,  who  is  interested  in  the  New  Monterey  &  Fres- 
no Railroad  Company's  project,  was  a  recent  San  Francisco 
visitor. 

W.  F.  Lamme,  electrical  engineer,  returned  to  his  San  Fran- 
cisco office  last  Monday  from  a  trip  through  the  interior  of 
the  state. 

Charles  S.  S.  Forney,  president  of  the  Southern  Counties 
Gas  Company,  of  Los  Angeles,  was  a  recent  arrival  at  San 
Francisco. 

-  H.  E.  Sanderson,  Pacific  Coast  manager  for  the  Bryant 
Electric  Company,  is  making  an  extensive  tour  of  the  Pacific 
Northwest. 

A.  B.  Domonoske  has  accepted  the  position  of  Instructor  in 
Mechanical  Engineering  at  the  State  University  and  is  now 
busily  engaged  in  planning  his  work  for  the  year. 

H.  R.  Noack,  manager  of  Pierson,  Roeding  &  Co.,  is  in  the 
Kings  River  Canyon  on  a  camping  trip  with  A.  H.  Babcock, 
electrical  engineer  for  the  Southern  Pacific  Company. 

J.  S.  Torrance,  vice-president  of  the  Home  Telephone  Com- 
pany, of  Los  Angeles,  passed  through  San  Francisco  during 
the  past  week,  on  his  way  to  Klamath  Lake  with  Col.  W. 
H.  Holabird. 

George  E.  Pillsbury,  chief  engineer  of  the  Pacific  Electric 
Railway  Company  of  Los  Angeles,  spent  the  past  week  at  San 
Francisco,  accompanied  by  J.  A.  Lothian  and  B.  L.  Dowell,  of 
the  same  corporation. 

K.  T.  Wang,  a  prominent  engineer  from  China  who  has 
been  visiting  England  this  summer,  sailed  for  the  Orient  last 
Tuesday  after  inspecting  the  various  electric  power  plants  of 
San  Francisco  and  vicinity. 

J.  P.  Jollyman,  electrical  engineer,  has  left  the  Great 
Western  Power  Company  and  will  on  September  1st,  assume 
a  similar  position  with  the  Pacific  Gas  &  Electric  Company 
under  J.  H.  Wise,  the  assistant  general  manager. 

Frank  H.  Ray,  of  New  York,  who  is  heavily  interested  in 
the  Rogue  River  Light  &  Power  Company,  recently  spent 
several  days  at  San  Francisco,  on  business  connected  with  the 
new  hydroelectric  plant  that  is  under  construction  on  the 
Rogue  River. 

R.  G.  Hanford,  who  is  associated  with  F.  M.  Smith  and 
W.  S.  Tevis  in  the  United  Properties  Company,  controlling 
electric  railways  and  electric  power  plants  at  Oakland  and 
San  Francisco,  returned  to  San  Francisco  from  New  York  last 
Thursday. 

Charles  Gilcrest,  instructor  in  Electrical  Engineering  at 
the  University  of  California,  has  again  assumed  his  duties  at 
the  state  institution.  Mr.  Gilcrest  is  receiving  the  congratu- 
lations of  his  friends,  having  taken  unto  himself  a  blushing 
bride  during  his  vacation. 

G.  W.  Howson  is  engineer  in  charge  of  the  work  which  was 
recently  commenced  on  the  Sierra  and  San  Francisco  Power 
Company's  new  impounding  dam,  on  the  upper  waters  of  the 
Stanislaus  River  two  miles  below  the  Relief  Dam.  Ford  Ba- 
con &  Davis,  have  general  supervision  as  engineers,  and  S.  I. 
Goodfellow  of  the  Sierra  &  San  Francisco  Power  Company,  is 
superintendent  at  the  dam  site. 

Patrick  Broderick,  a  former  commissioner  of  public  works, 
has  been  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Works  as  superintendent 
of  construction  of  the  Geary  Street  Municipal  Railway  at  a 


salary  of  ?6,000  a  year.  A.  M.  Hunt  will  be  continued  as 
consulting  engineer  on  the  project.  A  large  force  of  men  is 
engaged  in  grading  the  roadbed.  The  trolley  wire  has  been 
strung  and  it  is  expected  that  the  road  will  be  placed  in 
operation  as  an  electric  line  next  summer,  with  current  pur- 
chased from  some  existing  power  company. 


ELECTRICAL   CONTRACTORS'    NOTES. 

The  wiring  for  the  new  home  of  the  Knights  of  Columbus 
at  San  Francisco  has  been  awarded  to  the  Central  Electric 
Company. 

The  Enterprise  Electric  Company  of  San  Francisco  have 
moved  from  Eighth  street,  near  Mission,  to  640  Mission  street. 

The  wiring  for  the  new  Masonic  Temple  at  Van  Ness  avenue 
and  Market  street,  was  awarded  to  the  General  Electric  Con- 
struction Company.  This  firm  is  doing  a  great  many  large  jobs, 
among  which  are  the  Olympic  Club,  County  Jail,  Lowell  High 
School,  Sunset  Publishing  Company  and  Central  Creamery, 
in  San  Francisco,  besides  the  Santa  Cruz  Postoffice,  and  the 
Nicholas  Building  and  the  Schadt  Building  in  Sacramento. 
The  Central  Creamery  building  is  the  largest  conduit  job  on 
the  coast. 

Secretary  Hanbridge  conti'ibutes  the  following  interesting 
side-light  on  a  live  topic: 

Why  Is  a  Bidder? 

It  is  with  a  great  deal  of  amusement  that  we  note  the 
claims  of  some  of  our  political  engineers,  that  city  and  state 
work  can  be  done  cheaper  by  day  work  than  by  contract.  We 
doubt  the  sincerity  of  their  statements  when  they  say  so. 
They  may  advance  the  statement  that  better  work  can  be  ob- 
tained. Still  we  don't  agree  with  them,  as  the  United  States 
Government  is  not  suffering  from  poor  contract  work. 

There  is  only  one  way  to  obtain  good  work  at  a  fair  price, 
and  that  is  by  placing  the  work  in  the  hands  of  competent 
engineers,  to  lay  the  same  out  carefully,  let  by  contract  to 
lowest  responsible  bidder,  then  exact  from  the  contractor 
what  he  has  agreed  to  do  to  the  letter — no  more  and  no  less. 

By  doing  so,  a  class  of  contractors  will  seek  the  state  and 
city  business  that  will  fill  the  list  with  responsible  bidders. 
The  above,  in  reference  to  results,  applies  to  private  work  as 
well  as  to  public. 

Another  practice  that  is  not  to  be  commended  is  the  tak- 
ing of  figures  on  a  contract  and  then  letting  it  by  day  work, 
which  is  a  practice  that  has  been  carried  on  in  the  State  En- 
gineers' office. 

A  recent  job  of  electric  work  from  the  above-mentioned 
office  brought  in  only  three  figures.  The  firms  that  submit- 
ted two  of  these  bids  had  not  been  in  business  over  four 
months,  and  the  third,  although  one  of  the  largest  contrac- 
tors in  the  United  States,  was  bidding  for  the  first  time  on 
California  state  work.  The  last  named  was  low,  but  the 
usual  note  came  from  the  State  Engineers'  office:  "We  con- 
sider we  can  do  it  cheaper  by  day  work." 

It  costs  money  to  estimate  work;  it  costs  money  to  look  at 
the  state  plans,  as  a  deposit  is  required  to  insure  that  the 
plans  will  be  returned;  it  also  costs  money  to  submit  a  bid  to 
the  state,  as  a  certified  check  is  required  for  good  faith  from 
the  contractor.  Why  should  the  state  not,  at  least,  be  fair  and 
award  the  work  to  the  lowest  bidder? 

While  the  above  applies  to  a  practice  that  has  been  car- 
ried out  by  many  of  our  state  institutions,  it  also  applies  to 
private  work  as  well;  while  every  man  has  a  right  to  buy 
where  he  can  get  the  most  for  the  least  money,  still  we  all  like 
fair  play. 


MEETING  NOTICES. 

There  will  be  a  meeting  of  the  Lamp  Manufacturers 
at  Camp  Cloverack,  Association  Island,  New  York,  for  the 
■s^eek  of  Septembeh  3,  1911.  The  island  is  in  Lake  Ontario, 
about  20  miles  from  Watertown,  N.  Y.  Much  pleasure  and 
profit  is  anticipated  by  all  who  arc  planning  to  attend. 
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1,000,371.  Rotary  Engine.  Gilbert  Brickley,  Missoula, 
Mont.  A  rotary  engine  comprising  a  cylinder  having  inlet  and 
exhaust  ports,  a  rotor  eccentrically  mounted  in  the  cylinder, 
said  rotor  comprising  inner  and  outer  shells  and  a  connection 
therebetween,  the  outer  shell  being  in  contact  with  the  cylin- 


der wall  at  one  point,  radially  slidable  wings  carried  by  the 
rotor  and  in  contact  with  the  cylinder  wall,  a  shaft  extending 
through  the  rotor,  a  disk  fastened  to  the  shaft  and  having  a 
notched  periphery,  said  disk  being  located  within  the  inner 
shell  of  the  rotor,  and  lugs  on  said  inner  shell  extending  into 
the  notches. 

1,000,583.  Packer  for  Operating  Gas,  Water,  and  Oil 
Wells.  Augustus  Steiger  Cooper,  Los  Olivos,  Cal.  A  device 
for  operating  gas,  water  and  oil  wells,  consisting  of  a  dilatable 
and  collapsible  packer;  means  operatable  from  the  mouth  of 
the  well  to  effect  the  expansion  of  said  packer  to  cause  it  to 
close  the  cross  sectional  area  of  the  well;  means  operatable 
from  the  mouth  of  the  well  to  effect  the  collapse  of  the  packer. 


including  a  spring  held  valve  acting  automatically  to  close 
an  outlet  opening  in  the  packer  and  an  operating  member  ex- 
tending to  the  mouth  of  the  well;  a  flow  pipe  extending  from 
the  mouth  of  the  well,  through  the  packer  and  into  the  well 
below  the  packer;  and  means  operatable  from  the  mouth  of 
the  well  to  open  and  close  the  lower  end  of  the  flow  pipe. 

1,000,588.  Balanced  Valve.  Clarence  A.  Cummings, 
Fresno,  Cal.  A  balanced  valve  comprising  a  body,  a  gate  slid- 
ing within  said  body  and  provided  with  a  duct  passing  trans- 
versely therethrough,  said  iij,ct  having  a  passage  extending 


longitudinally  of  said  gate  and  having  an  enlarged  opening 
on  the  side  of  said  gate  disposed  toward  the  high  pressure 
admission  point,  said  gate  having  a  single  opening  of  reduced 
size  with  respect  to  said  enlarged  opening  disposed  on  the 
side  of  said  gate  toward  the  low  pressure  side  of  said  gate, 
said  passage  having  an  area  on  its  upper  side  exposed  to  the 


pressure  within,  said  duct  tending  to  press  said  gate  toward 
the  high  pressure  side  of  said  valve,  and  also  having  an  area 
exposed  to  the  high  pressure  and  tending  to  force  said  gate 
toward  the  low  pressure  side,  said  gate  being  arranged  to 
cut  off  on  the  low  pressure  side,  said  areas  being  arranged  so 
that  the  pressure  on  said  gate  from  the  low  pressure  side 
substantially  balances  the  pressure  on  the  high  pressure  side. 

1,000,972.  Electropneumatic  Photo-Exposure  Apparatus. 
Karl  W.  Thalhammer,  Los  Angeles,  Cal.  The  combination  in 
electro-pneumatic    photo    exposure    apparatus   of   an    air-tank 


having  an  outlet,  a  valve  normally  closing  the  outlet,  means  to 
compress  air  in  the  tank,  and  electro-magnetic  means  to  open 
the  valve. 

1,000,578.  Power-Driven  Post-Hole  Excavator.  Robert  T. 
Burdette,  Los  Angeles,  Cal.  In  a  machine  of  the  class  de- 
scribed, in  combination,  a  main  frame,  wheels  supporting  the 
same  and  constantly  resting  upon  the  ground,  a  tilting  frame 
mounted  on  said  main  frame  to  swing  on  a  horizontal  axis, 
means  for  locking  said  tilting  frame,  a  hanger  supported  on 


said  tilting  frame  on  a  horizontal  axis  transversely  disposed  to 
said  first  axis,  a  guide  supported  on  said  hanger,  a  spindle 
having  an  auger  and  adapted  to  penetrate  the  earth,  means 
for  advancing  said  spindle  on  said  guide,  and  means  for  ro- 
tating said  spindle,  said  last  two  means  being  mounted  on 
said  hanger. 
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INDUSTRIAL 


V  AND  K   MOTOR   DRIVEN    HOUSE   PUMP. 

One  of  the  problems  that  often  confronts  the  property 
owner  in  rural  and  suburban  districts  is  a  troublesome  and 
more  or  less  crude  water  system.  The  Vaile-Kimes  Company 
of  Dayton,  Ohio,  are  manufacturers  of  an  electric  motor  pump, 
which,  when  installed  with  a  compression,  or  pneumatic  tank, 
makes  an  independent  reliable  automatic  water  system  for 
all  purposes.  It  pumps  the  water  direct  from  the  cistern, 
well,  lake  or  stream  into  a  tank  under  pressure  and  from 
there  it  is  distributed  to  the  house. 

In  cities  where  water  rates  are  high  or  where  the  pres- 
sure is  low,  and  where  homes  are  supplied  with  electricity, 
the  "V  and  K"  pump  forms  are  efficient  and  inexpensive 
means  of  water  supply.  It  is  of  sufficient  capacity  to  furnish 
the  average  suburban  home  with  water  under  pressure  for 
bath  rooms,  kitchen,  laundry  and  sprinkling  purposes. 

The  power  is  obtained  from  a  %  h.p.  Westinghouse  small 
motor,  used  so  extensively  for  the  operation  of  small  ma- 
chines. 

The  first  cost  of  this  little  outfit  is  comparatively  small 
considering  its  capacity  and  efficient  operation.  The  oper- 
ating expense  is  very  slight,  as  the  motor  is  so  well  de- 
signed and  built  that  the  cost  of  current  consumed  does  not 
exceed  two  cents  an  hour. 


New  Type  House  Pump 

An  automatic  switch,  governed  by  the  water  pressure 
in  the  system,  controls  the  operation  of  the  motor.  This 
switch  starts  the  motor  automatically  when  the  pressure 
falls  to  a  given  point  and  stops  the  motor  when  the  maximum 
desired  pressure  is  reached.  No  attention  is  therefore  re- 
quired to  keep  up  the  water  supply.  The  pump  is  belt  driven 
and  is  equipped  with  an  automatic  belt  tightener  which 
keeps  the  belt  always  tight.  A  large  air  chamber  makes  the 
discharge  smooth  and  uniform. 

The  pump  may  he  arranged  for  mounting  on  the  wall 
by  substituting  brackets  instead  of  the  legs. 


WESTERN    ELECTRIC    EARNING   AT    RATE   OF  $66,000,000 
YEARLY. 

For  July  the  Western  Electric  Co.'s  gross  sales  show  a 
falling  off  of  3  per  cent  as  compared  with  July,  1910,  but  the 
seven  months  of  the  current  fiscal  year  which  have  elapsed 
are  4  per  cent  ahead  of  the  corresponding  period  of  last  year. 
It  now  seems  unlikely  that  the  company  will  realize  its 
earlier  prospects  of  a  $71,000,000  year,  but  the  showing  to 
date,  which  is  at  the  rate  of  $66,000,000  for  the  year,  is  close 
behind  the  company  s  high  record  of  $69,000,000  for  1906. 


In  the  east  the  company's  sales  reports  for  July  com- 
pare favorably  with  those  of  July,  1910,  the  decrease  for 
the  month  coming  from  the  central  and  western  districis. 
Cable  manufacturing  deijartment  shows  the  chief  decrease, 
the  electric  supplies  branch  show  a  small  gain  and  business 
in  telephone  apparatus  being  good.  Inasmuch  as  last  year 
the  falling  off  in  business  was  first  noted  in  the  Bast  it  is 
not  unnatural  that  this  section  of  the  country  should  show 
some  increase  this  year. 

Abroad  the  company's  business  is  satisfactory,  show- 
ing a  larger  rate  of  increase  than  here,  in  fact. 

It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  with  the  growth  of  the 
company,  with  a  corresponding  increase  in  its  number  of 
customers,  the  unit  of  orders,  that  it  to  say  the  average 
size  of  each  order,  decreases.  Last  year  the  average  of 
sales  was  $72,  which  was  considerable  decrease  over  a  period 
of  years,  and  this  year  the  unit  of  sales  is  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  $70.  The  Western  Electric  is  employing  26,000  per- 
sons as  compared  with  29,000  in  1906,  which  was  the  largest 
number  ever  on  the  company's  books  at  any  one  time.  On 
January  1,  1909,  there  were  less  than  18,000  persons  employed, 
which  number  has  been  increased  to  23,500  approximately,  at 
the  beginning  of  the  current  year. — Wall  Street  Journal,  Aug. 
10,1911. 

That  the  officials  of  the  Western  Electric  Company  are 
firm  believers  in  the  present  prosperity  and  great  future  of 
the  south  is  evinced  by  the  fact  that  they  will  soon  open  a 
new  house  there.  Arrangements  have  just  been  completed 
whereby  the  Western  Electric  Company  will  soon  open  a 
new  house  at  Richmond,  Virginia,  where  a  complete  stock 
of  telephone  apparatus  and  supplies,  power  apparatus  and 
general  electrical  supplies  will  be  carried.  This  will  enable 
the  Western  Electric  Company  to  give  their  customers  in 
this  territory  the  same  prompt  service  which  characterizes 
that  given  by  the  other  twenty-four  houses  of  the  company's 
distributing  organization. 

Mr.  H.  W.  Hall,  formerly  manager  of  the  Denver  house, 
will  have  charge  of  the  Richmond  organization,  and  with 
him  will  be  associated  specialists  on  the  various  lines  han- 
dled. 


COMPOSITE  TELEPHONE  SETS. 

The  signaling  apparatus  used  with  the  No.  1312-A  Tele- 
phone set  and  the  No.  1314-A  portable  composite  telephone, 
calls  between  stations  by  means  of  what  is  known  as  a  howler. 


New  Western  Electric  Telephone. 
When  one  operator  wishes  to  call  another,  he  presses  a  button 
in  the  side  of  the  telephone  set,  this   action  automatically 
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starts  an  interrupter  working,  which  sends  out  high  frequency 
signaling  current  over  the  line  and  causes  the  howlers  at 
the  other  stations  to  give  the  desired  signal  in  a  loud  whistle 
or  shriek. 

No  change  in  the  telegraphic  apparatus  or  its  operation 
i[;  necessary  to  adapt  the  system  to  telephone  operation  also. 
Each  telegraph  station  is  merely  bridged  with  a  condenser 
and  a  resistance  and  the  telephone  apparatus  is  connected 
between  the  line  and  ground.  A  condenser  in  each  telephone 
set  prevents  the  telegraphic  current  from  passing  through 
this  apparatus  to  ground. 

The  sets  employ  local  battery  talking,  and  a  condenser 
is  bridged  in  series  with  the  receiver  which  itself  is  shunted 
by  a  retardation  coil.  This  coil  prevents  the  telegraphic  cur- 
rents from  passing  to  ground  over  the  telegraph  line  beyond 
the  telephone  station,  but  does  not  impede  the  telegraphic 
currents,  because  these  are  of  much  lower  frequency  than 
those  generated  by  the  telephone. 

It  is  easily  possible  to  talk  on  a  composited  line  of  this 
character  while  telegraph  signals  are  passing  over  it,  without 
any  interference  whatever.  The  length  of  telegraph  lines  over 
which  such  service  can  be  given  is  more  or  less  limited.  The 
most  satisfactory  operation  is  obtained  where  the  telegraph 
is  used  for  through  business  and  the  telephone  for  local  busi- 
ness, on  the  same  line.  On  a  short  line,  service  will  be  better 
and  more  stations  can  be  operated  than  on  a  long  line,  and 
the  usual  maximum  limit  is  generally  taken  at  125  miles  of 
No.  8  B.W.G.  iron  wire  equipped  with  7  telegraph  stations 
and  5  telephone  stations. 

On  some  railroad  systems,  through  lines  are  composited 
over  different  sections,  as  for  instance,  in  the  case  of  a  through 
telegraph  circuit  extending  from  New  York  to  Wilmington, 
North  Carolina  which  is  composited  between  Richmond,  Vir- 
ginia, Rocky  Mount,  South  Carolina.  It  can  thus  be  seen  that 
the  section  of  line  between  these  two  points  is  serving  a 
double  purpose  simultaneously,  and  thereby  saving  the  ex- 
pense of  installing  another  circuit  between  these  points. 


NEW    GENERAL    ELECTRIC    BULLETINS. 

In  Bullecin  No.  4868  are  illustrated  and  described  ro- 
tary converters  for  railway  and  lighting,  in  capacities  rang- 
ing from  25  to  2500  kw.  The  bulletin  illustrates  also  a  port- 
able substation  in  which  a  converter  is  installed. 

Motor  Generator  Sets  is  the  subject  matter  in  Bulletin 
4849.  It  contains  brief  descriptions  of  generator  sets  of 
different  styles  and  sizes.  These  sets  are  made  up  of  va- 
rious combinations  of  alternating  and  direct  current  gener- 
ators and  motors,  and  range  in  capacity  from  95  kw.  to  over 
7000  kw. 

Bulletin  No.  4858  is  devoted  to  Single-Bhase  Repulsion 
Motors. 

Bulletin  No.  4866  is  devoted  to  Thomson  Instruments  for 
Switchboard  Service.  This  bulletin  supersedes  all  previous 
bulletins  issued  by  this  company  devoted  to  this  type  of 
instrument. 

Bulletin  No.  487^  describes  an  outfit  manufactured  by 
the  company  for  the  purification  of  transformer  oil  of  all 
kinds,  crude  petroleum  for  oil  fired  furnaces,  insulating  var- 
nish and  japan,  benzine  used  for  cleaning  purposes,  trans- 
former oil  used  for  impregnating  insulating  press-board  and 
wood,  cylinder  oil  used  in  certain  types  of  electrical  appa- 
ratus,  and   viscous   insulating  compounds. 

In  Bulletin  No.  4867  are  described  and  illustrated  elec- 
tric locomotives  fcr  switching  and  light  freight  service, 
varying  in  weight  from  22  to  35  tons,  according  to  the 
service  requirements  and  type  of  electrical  equipment  em- 
ployed. 

Bulletins  No.  4837  to  4843  inclusive,  form  a  series  illus- 
trating and  describing  in  detail  all  of  the  circuit  breakers 
manufactured  by  that  company. 


TRADE    NOTES. 

Theo.  P.  Dredge,  Monadnock  Building,  San  Francisco,  has 
been  appointed  Pacific  Coast  agent  for  the  Taylor  return  trap 
system  for  coil  draining,  water  lift  and  automatic  boiler  teed. 

The  Yosemite  Lumber  Company  of  San  Francisco,  which 
recently  purchased  a  Corliss  engine  and  a  complete  sawmill 
equipment  from  the  Allis-Chalmers  Company,  has  ordered  a 
450  kw.  normal  rated,  mixed  pressure,  Allis-Chalmers  steam 
turbine  generator  set.  Complete  auxiliary  apparatus  has  also 
been  ordered  for  the  new  sawmill  and  planing  mills  now  under 
construction  at  Merced  Palls. 

The  General  Electric  Company  reports  the  following  sales: 
To  the  Bakersfield  &  Kern  Electric  Railway  Company,  six 
complete  2-motor,  G.  B.  203  car  equipments  with  K-36  con- 
trollers, Sprague  air  brake  equipments,  C.  P.  27  air  compres- 
sors, etc.  To  Great  Western  Power  Company,  nine  W.  C.  60, 
1250  k.v.a.35°  C.,95,000-v.—90,000-v.  primary,  24,000-v.  secondary 
water  cooled  transformers  with  a  number  of  full  capacity  taps 
on  the  secondary,  ranging  from  6,050  v.  to  23,100  v. 

With  the  more  prevalent  use  of  electric  light  and  power 
in  Evansville,  Ind.,  the  Evansville  Gas  &  Electric  Company 
have  found  it  necessary  to  increase  their  generating  facilities. 
In  previous  enlargements  at  this  station,  the  turbine  type 
equipment  has  invariably  been  given  preference,  the  plant, 
up  until  a  short  time  ago,  comprising  two  vertical  turbines 
and  one  Allis-Chalmers  unit.  Due  to  the  promising  growth 
of  their  electrical  load,  the  operating  company  recently  de- 
cided on  a  substantial  addition  to  their  present  equipment, 
and  accordingly  placed  an  order  with  the  Westinghouse 
Machine  Company  for  a  1600  kw.  turbine  of  the  improved 
high-speed,  double-flow  type.  The  turbine  will  follow  the 
familiar  Westinghouse  construction,  partial  expansion  of 
steam  taking  place  through  a  high-pressure  impulse  section, 
further  expansion  to  a  28-inch  vacuum  being  then  effected 
through  Parsons  blading  of  a  standard  design.  The  elec- 
trical end  of  the  unit  comprises  a  Westinghouse  generator 
normally  rated  at  2000  k.v.a,  deliving  3-phase,  60  cycle  cur- 
rent at   2300   volts. 


NEW   CATALOGUES. 

The  Rockwell  Furnace  Company  of  New  York  and  Chicago 
has  just  issued  Bulletin  No.  29  on  Labor  Automatic  Stop- 
Valve.  The  booklet  is  well  illustrated  covering  all  essential 
details  of  the  stop-valve. 

The  H.  W.  Johns-Manville  Company,  are  distributing  their 
new  Electrical  Supplies  Catalogue  No.  15,  which  contains  over 
400  pages,  and  illustrates  and  describes  the  Electrical  Pro- 
ducts of  the  company.  A  new  solder  known  as  Solderall  is 
also  described  consisting  of  a  non-corrosive  flux,  combined 
with  solder  in  paste  form,  and  contained  in  collapsable  tubes. 

The  Westinghouse  Electric  &  Mfg.  Company  has  issued 
revised  editions  of  the  following  sections  of  Perpetual  Cata- 
logue No.  3001:  No.  121  on  "Type  GC  Carbon  Circuit  Break- 
ers"; No.  231  on  "Expulsion  Type  Fuse  Blocks";  No.  233  on 
"Outdoor  Type  Fuse  Blocks";  No.  327  "Type  C  Watthour 
Meters";  and  No.  667  on  "Type  KD  Generator  and  Feeder 
Panels".  These  revised  sections  embody  new  features  of 
interest.  The  following  sections  describe  an  entirely  new  line 
for  switchboard  meters  which  are  very  compact  in  size  and 
yet  retain  the  accuracy,  the  long  scale  and  other  advantageous 
features  of  the  older  types:  No.  307  covers  "Types  L,  SL  and 
TL  switchboard  meters;  No.  310  "Types  FM  and  TM  switch- 
board meters;  No,  311  Type  FD  and  TD  Fi-equency  Meters; 
No.  312  "Types  FT  and  TI  Power  Factor  Meters;  No.  314 
"Type  TG  Electrostatic  Ground  Detectors  and  Voltmeters; 
No.  327%  "Type  OA  Watthour  Meters  and  No.  436  covers 
"The  New  Nursery  Milk  Warmer,"  while  Section  No.  740 
covers   "75   Kva.   and   100   Kva.   Distributing   Transformers." 
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NEWS  NOTES 


FINANCIAL. 

ASOTIN,  WASH. — An  ordinance  bonding  tihe  town  for 
$35,000  to  construct  a  waterworks  system  has  been  passed. 

SUMAS,  WASH.— This  place  has  decided  to  call  for  bids 
on  a  bond  issue  in  the  sum  of  $7000  for  the  construction  of 
a  municipal  electric  lighting  system. 

SIERRA  MADRE,  CAL.— The  City  Council  passed  an  or- 
dinance providing  for  the  issuance  of  $40,000  waterworks 
bonds  authorized  by  the  voters  in  December,  1910. 

STITES,  IDAHO.— D.  E.  Frank,  manager  of  the  Kooskia 
Milling  &  Power  Company,  has  ■  applied  to  the  city  council 
for  a  franchise  to  furnish  electric  liglht  and  power. 

SAN  DIEGO,  CAL.— John  D.  Spreckles  bid  $60,000  for  a 
41-year  extension  of  franchises  over  all  lines  of  the  San  Diego 
Electric  Railway  Co.,  which  was  accepted  by  unanimous  vote 
of  the  City  Council. 

PROSSER,  WASH.— Hearing  is  set  for  September  6th  for 
the  county  commissioners  to  decide  on  granting  the  Pacific 
Power  &  Light  Company  an  electric  light  franchise  at  White 
Bluffs  and  Benton  City. 

SALEM,  ORE. — Six  per  cent.,  first  mortgage  gold  bonds 
of  the  Bay  City  Land  Co.,  interest  payable  semi-annually  are 
being  sold  for  the  extension  of  the  water  and  electric  light 
systems  of  Bay  City,  Ore. 

PRINCE  RUPERT,  B.  C— The  Prince  Rupert  Hydro- 
electric Company  has  50  surveyors  in  the  field  preparatory  to 
supplying  power  and  light  systems  for  this  place.  The  plans 
call  for  the  expenditure  of  $600,000  within  twelve  months  and 
the  total  sum  of  $2,500,000  within  four  years. 

LOS  ANGELES,  CAL.— The  City  Council  has  formally 
adopted  the  report  of  the  finance  committee,  authorizing  the 
sale  as  soon  as  needed  of  $525,000  each  of  harbor  and  power 
bonds.  An  extra  $25,000  was  added  to  the  amount  of  each 
issue  for  convenience  in  issuing  them  in  proper  denominations. 

FALLON,  NEV. — The  City  Council  has  opened  bids  for 
the  purchase  of  $35,000  waterworks  bonds  and  $10,000  sewer 
bonds.  Bids:  Nixon  National  Bank,  Reno,  bid  par  or  $45,000; 
C.  H.  Coffin,  Chicago,  bid  $45,226.  The  latter  failed  to  com- 
ply with  requirements  of  furnishing  certified  check  of  10  per 
cent  and  Nixon  National  Bank's  bid  was  accepted. 

ALAMEDA,  CAL. — The  City  Council  recently  definitely 
decided  on  the  propositions  to  be  incorporated  in  the  forth- 
coming bond  issue  to  be  held  about  the  middle  of  September. 
The  propositions  as  finally  adopted  are:  For  electric  light 
plant  betterments,  $115,000;  for  park  and  playground  equip- 
ment, $12,000;  for  new  fire-alarm  system,  $75,000;  for  lot 
adjoining  the  electric  light  plant,  $2500;  for  municipal  wharf, 
$15,000;  for  portion  of  Saroni  tract  to  be  added  to  Lincoln 
Park,  $16,000;  for  Hayes  tract  to  be  added  to  Washington 
Park,  $30,000;  for  fire  equipment,  $30,000;  for  additional  auto 
truck  tor  West  End,  $6500;   total  $234,500. 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL.— Holding  that  there  were  no 
valid  reasons  why  the  affairs  of  the  San  Joaquin  Valley  Elec- 
tric Company  should  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  receiver  on 
the  motion  of  John  J.  Doyle,  possessor  of  but  two  shares  of 
the  company's  stock,  or  that  the  company  should  be  re- 
strained by  injunction  from  issuing  or  selling  $1,000,000  worth 
of  mortgage  bonds  for  the  financing  of  the  building  opera- 
tions of  the  company,  Judge  Sturtevant  recently  denied  the 
petition  for  the  appointment  of  a  receiver  and  the  issuance 
of  the  injunction.    The  trial  of  the  petition  and  its  accompany- 


ing suit  was  held  August  19.  The  action  of  the  court  followed 
the  presentation  of  arguments  by  Attorneys  Frank  H.  Gould 
and  Gavin  McNab  of  the  San  Joaquin  Co.'s  counsel,  in  which 
it  was  testified  that  Doyle's  suit  was  being  used  by  the  Tide- 
water and  Southern  Ry.  Co.,  a  competitor  of  the  defendant 
company  for  the  transportation  business  between  Stockton 
and  Modesto,  as  a  mask  behind  which  a  campaign  was  being 
fought  against  the  San  Joaquin  corporation. 


INCORPORATIONS. 

LOS  ANGELES,  CAL.— The  Pacific  Light  and  Power  Co. 
of  Los  Angeles  has  been  incorporated  for  $40,000,000,  by  H. 
E.  Huntington,  W.  G.  Kerckhoff,  K.  Cohn,  G.  S.  Ritton,  Charles 
Porman,  A.  M.  Kemp  and  Howard  Huntington. 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL.— Articles  of  incorporation  of  the 
Napa  and  Clear  Lake  railroad  have  been  filed.  The  capital 
stock  of  the  company  being  given  as  $500,000,  divided  into 
5000  shares  of  $100  each.  The  directors  are  C.  W.  Conlisk, 
W.  M.  Rank,  and  R.  A.  Morton.  The  two  latter  have  sub- 
scribed $100  each,  while  Conlisk  has  taken  $109,800  worth  of 
stock.  The  stated  purpose  of  the  corporation  is  to  build  a 
standard-gauge  road  from  Napa  to  Lakeport,  a  distance  of 
90  miles. 


ILLUMINATION. 

KLAMATH  FALLS,  ORE.— An  ordinance  granting  to  the 
W.  F.  Boardman  Co.  a  franchise  for  gas  and  heat  has  been 
passed  by  the  council. 

BURNS,  ORE.— James  D.  Fellows  has  secured  a  25-year 
electric  light  franchise  and  is  purchasing  machinery  for  the 
o.;uipment  of  a  high  clas  electric  light  plant. 

SAN  DIEGO,  CAL.— The  extension  of  the  San  Diego  Con- 
solidated Gas  &  Electric  Company's  gas  mains  east  from  City 
Heights  to  La  Mesa  Springs  is  now  assured. 

CHOTEAU,  MONT.— Julius  Hirschberg  has  sold  the  local 
electric  light  plant  to  H.  McCullough  of  Corbin,  who  will 
make  repairs  and  furnish  light  by  September  1st. 

VANCOUVER,  B.  C— The  British  Columbia  Electric  Rail- 
way Company  has  notified  the  city  electrician  that  a  large 
number  of  street  lights  will  be  installed  at  Hasting  Town- 
site,  and  other  sections. 

BOISE,  IDAHO. — The  council  has  closed  a  contract  with 
the  Idaho-Oregon  Light  and  Power  Co.  for  furnishing  light 
to  the  city  for  seven  years  for  300  arc  lights  at  $126,000.  A 
modern-  cluster  light  system  will  be  installed  as  soon  as 
possible.   ■ 

LEWiSTON,  IDAHO.— Work  will  start  at  once  on  re- 
modeling the  gas  plant  and  addition  to  the  works  of  the 
Pacific  Power  &  Light  Company.  The  plans  call  for  new 
brick  or  concrete  building,  equipped  with  modern  machinery, 
to  cost  $35,000. 

LOS  ANGELES,  CAL.— The  Board  of  Supervisors  has  ac- 
cepted the  bid  of  the  Southern  California  Edison  Co.  for 
lighting  the  Hawthorne  Lighting  District,  southwest  of  the 
city  at  $1.25  per  lamp  per  month,  the  company  will  set  poles 
and  string  wires  at  once. 

TACOMA,  WASH. — A  contract  has  been  awarded  Evans 
&  Dickson,  electrical  contractors  and  engineers,  by  the  Park 
Board  for  the  lighting  system  in  Wright's  Park.  The  contract 
calls  for  the  erection  of  ten  flaming  arches  on  35-foot  iron 
poles  with  an  underground  system  of  wiring.  This  work  will 
cost  about  $4000. 
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TRANSMISSION. 

LEWISTON,  IDAHO.— The  Nezperce  Power  and  Light  Co. 
is  making  preparations  to  invade  the  Lewiston  district  with 
power  and  light. 

MEDPORD,  ORB. — Residents  of  Griffin  creeli  have  voted 
unanimously  for  the  construction  of  a  pole  line  along  Griffin 
creek.  The  county  rock  quarry  and  about  forty  families  can 
be  reached  by  this  line. 

SALT  LAKE,  UTAH. — Sealed  bids  will  be  received  for 
the  construction  of  hydroelectric  power  plant  at  Riverdale 
near  Ogden  according  to  the  plans  and  specifications  now  on 
file  at  the  office  of  the  Davis  &  Weber  Counties  Canal  Co., 
Room  316,  First  National  Bank  Building,  Ogden  City,  Utah. 

SAN  JOSE,  CAL.— That  the  Great  Western  Power  Co. 
meant  business  when  it  announced  its  intention  recently  to 
invade  the  local  field  with  a  power  service  in  competition 
with  the  Pacific  Gas  and  Electric  Co.  was  shown  yesterday 
when  a  petition  was  presented  to  the  Supervisors,  asking 
them  to  advertise  for  sale  a  franchise  for  a  transmission  pole 
line  for  the  entire  county.  The  Great  Western  declares  it  is 
its  bona-fide  intention  to  be  a  bidder  for  the  franchise.  The 
proposed  franchise  will  run  fifty  years  and  will  carry  with  it 
the  provision  that  the  company  annually,  after  the  first  five 
years,  turn  over  two  per  cent  of  Its  gross  earnings  to  the 
county. 


TRANSPORTATION. 
NORTH    VANCOUVER,    B.    C— The     North     Vancouver 
Coal  &   Supply  Company  will  erect  an  electric  hoist  with  a 
15  horsepower  motor. 

IMIDDLETON,  IDAHO.— Plans  have  been  completed  for 
the  new  Swan :  Falls  Power  Company's  substation,  costing 
about  $2500,  to  be  built  here.  Lee  R.  Cooke,  Nampa,  is  the 
architect. 

HILLSIDE,  B.  C. — It  is  announced  that  the  construction 
will  be  commenced  at  once  of  the  proposed  extension  of  the 
British  Columbia  Electi'ic  Railway  from  New  Westminster 
to  Hillside,  British  Columbia. 

SALT  LAKE,  UTAH. — Applications  for  franchises  to  build 
street  car  lines  on  15th  East  and  on  N.  State  street  to  the 
capitol  building  site,  have  been  filed  with  City  Recorder  B. 
S.  Rives,  by  the  Utah  Light  &  Railway  Company. 

LOS  ANGELES,  CAL. — Contracts  have  been  made  for 
the  extension  of  the  West  Forty-eighth  street  car  line  of 
Los  Angeles  Railway  corporation  from  the  terminus  at  Forty- 
eighth  and  Arlington  avenue  through  the  Angelus  Hesa  Tract. 

ARDLEY,  B.  C— It  is  understood  that  the  Great  North- 
ern Railway  Co.  will  install  at  Ardley,  British  Columbia, 
where  the  Burnaby  line  of  the  British  Columbia  Electric  Rail- 
way crosses  its  tracks,  an  interlocking  plant  at  a  cost  of  over 
$7000  which  will  provide  for  switching  from  one  line  to  the 
other. 

VICTORIA,  B.  C. — The  Electrical  Hanufacturing  Com- 
pany has  received  the  contract  for  supplying  14  miles  of  wire 
for  the  police  alarm  service,  at  $23  per  mile,  and  the  fol- 
lowing: 275  cross  arms  at  30c  each;  550  insulators,  at  $4.75 
per  100;  500  oak  pins,  at  $19  per  1000.  The  contract  for  500 
arc  lamps  will  be  awarded  to  Hutchinson  Bros.,  at  $3.35  each. 

LOS  ANGELES,  CAL. — The  construction  of  a  broad-gauge 
road  from  Homewood  to  Watts,  for  the  Redondo  line  of  the 
Pacific  Electric  Co.  is  to  begin  at  an  early  date.  Arrange- 
ments for  the  franchise  are  now  about  settled.  When  this 
connecting  link  is  completed  it  is  the  plan  of  the  company 
to  change  the  entire  line  from  Homewood  to  Redondo  into 
a  broad  gauge  road,  that  broad-gauge  cars  might  be  operated 
through  to  Los  Angeles  by  way  of  the  four-track  system  be- 
tween Watts  and  the  Pacific  Electric  building. 


TOHBSTONE,  ARIZ.— P.  H.  Winters,  Jacob  Kleck,  W.  S. 
Furniss,  Dr.  J.  M.  Sweetman  and  C.  C.  Lewis  will  soon  incor- 
porate a  company  for  constructing  a  $600,000  interurban  car 
line  connecting  Hole  in  the  Rock,  Sotts-Hesa.  Glendale  and 
Pebrio,  making  a  line  40  miles  in  length.  Application  tor  a 
franchise  in  Phoenix  has  been  made  to  the  City  Council  and 
track  laying  will  commence  in  thirty  days. 

WOODLAND,  CAL.— That  the  preliminary  survey  of  the 
West  Side  Electric  Railroad  will  be  commenced  this  week  is 
the  announcement  made  by  Helville  Dozier  Jr.  of  the  Dozier 
Construction  and  Engineering  Co.  Three  lines  will  be  run 
between  Red  Bluff  and  Woodland,  from  which  a  permanent 
route  will  be  selected.  A  full  corps  of  surveyors  will  be  placed 
in  the  field  and  the  surveys  will  be  made  with  all  the  speed 
possible  with  the  preparation  of  full  and  accurate  data.  It 
is  expected  that  Dozier  will  be  able  to  make  a  i-eport  to  the 
executive  committee  within  five  months.  The  survey  will  be 
begun  at  this  city.  The  road  is  estimated  to  be  about  120 
miles  in  length. 

SAN  RAFAEL,  CAL.— Geo.  D.  Shearer,  a  local  real  es- 
tate agent,  says  that  he  has  the  backing  of  capitalists  capable 
of  making  the  San  Rafael  Electric  Road  a  reality  if  the  neces- 
sary rights  can  be  secured  from  the  city.  The  franchise 
asked  by  Shearer  provides  for  four  different  routes.  One  of 
these  is  described  as  beginning  at  the  west  corporate  limits 
of  the  city  and  extending  through  4th  street  to  Irwin  street, 
near  Union  Station.  Another  route  is  proposed  to  run  from 
the  intersection  of  4th  street  and  Petaluma  avenue  to  the 
northern  city  limits  by  way  of  Petaluma  avenue.  A  third 
line  projected  would  extend  from  the  corner  of  4th  and  B 
streets  down  B  street  to  Bay  View  street  and  thence  along 
Bay  View  to  Harin  avenue.  The  fourth  route  is  described  as 
extending  from  Union  Station  easterly  to  within  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  of  Schuetzen  Park. 

MERCED,  CAL. — The  survey  of  the  Tidewater  and  South- 
ern Railroad,  the  electric  line  now  being  built  between  Stock- 
ton and  Merced  has  reached  the  city  limits.  For  several  days 
the  corps  of  surveyors,  in  charge  of  J.  C.  Lindsay,  have  been 
making  their  headquarters  :n  this  city  while  working  through 
the  British  colony,  a  subdivision  adjoining  town.  Byron  A. 
Bearce,  general  manager  of  the  company  and  J.  H.  Wallace, 
chief  engineer  have  arrived  and  will  go  over  the  surveyed  line 
between  this  city  and  the  Merced  River  before  returning  to 
San  Francisco.  The  line  as  surveyed  runs  from  Stockton  to 
Herced,  through  French  Camp,  Escalon,  Modesto,  Ceres,  Tur- 
lock,  and  a  number  of  smaller  towns  in  San  Joaquin  and  Stan- 
islaus counties,  through  Irwin  City,  Stevinson  and  Atwater  in 
Herced  County,  passing  through  Hilmar,  Jordan-Atwater  and 
British  colonies  to  reach  Herced  city.  Branch  lines  are  con- 
templated for  Livingston,  Creassey,  Winton  and  Yam;  also  a 
branch  line  in  this  county  to  leave  the  main  line  in  Hilmar 
county  and  run  to  Newman  on  the  west  side  of  the  San  Joa- 
quin River. 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL.— The  cars  which  the  Board  of 
Public  Works  is  to  have  built  by  contract  for  the  city  railway 
on  Geary  street  will  be  of  the  pay-as-you-enter  type,  all  steel 
construction,  about  53,000  pounds  in  weight,  forty-seven  feet 
one  inch  in  length  and  with  a  seating  capacity  of  forty-four 
Forty-three  cars  are  to  be  built,  completely  equipped  and 
ready  for  operation.  The  specifications  provide  that  they 
shall  be  delivered  at  San  Francisco  within  270  days  from  the 
date  of  the  contract.  This  means  that  the  city's  Geary  street 
railway,  even  if  the  construction  of  the  roadbed  is  hurried 
cannot  be  put  in  operation  until  some  time  next  year. 

Public  Works  Commissioner  Laumeister,  who  tias  super- 
vised the  details,  visited  Los  Angeles,  Chicago  and  other 
cities  to  see  what  equipment  \ip-to-date  street  cars  should 
have.  He  believes  the  public  will  be  satisfied  with  the  seat- 
ing  arrangements.     On   each    side   of   the   car   there   will   be 
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seven  seats  for  two  persons,  facing  the  front,  and  at  the  end 
will  be  a  longitudinal  seat  on  eadh  side  for  four  persons,  all 
upholstered  in  rattan. 

It  was  at  first  intended  to  have  several  open  cars  built 
for  use  in  warm  weather,  but  this  idea  was  later  abandoned, 
so  none  will  be  called  for  at  present.  When  passengers  wish 
to  alight,  they  will  press  push  buttons,  which  will  be  placed 
iu  the  side  posts,  and  a  buzzer  at  each  end  will  notify  the 
motorman  to  stop.  A  motorman's  seat  is  to  be  provided  for 
each  car.  The  specifications  state  that  the  desired  schedule 
speed  of  the  cars  is  to  be  approximately  nine  miles  an  hour, 
with  an  average  of  about  eight  stops  per  mile,  and  the  maxi- 
mum speed  twenty-five  miles  per  hour  on  level  track. 


TELEPHONE   AND  TELEGRAPH. 
VANCOUVER,   B.   C— It   is   understood   that   the   British 
Columbia   Telephone   Company   Is   taking  a  census   of   South 
Vancouver  for  establishing  a  branch  exchange  there. 

VANCOUVER,  WASH, — Lawrence  Harmon  has  applied 
for  a  franchise  for  the  installation  of  telephone  and  telegraph 
lines  here  and  also  for  constructing  a  street  car  system. 

DAYTON,  WASH. — The  Mt.  Vernon  Telephone  Company 
has  applied  for  an  exclusive  franobise  for  the  right  to  erect 
poles,  and  construct  a  telephone  line  on  certain  city  streets. 

CORCORAN,  CAL. — William  Cromlie  has  purchased  the 
local  business  of  the  Pacific  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Co. 
The  central  office  will  remain  in  Hotel  Corcoran  at  present. 

PASCO,  WASH. — The  Twin  City  Telephone  Co.  will  soon 
spend  from  ?25,000  to  $30,000  in  Pasco.  A  new  cable  plant 
is  to  be  put  in,  work  to  begin  this  fall.    R.  Klingo  is  manager. 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C— The  U.  S.  Navy  Department  is 
preparing  to  extend  the  Alaska  wireless  telephone  system. 
A  powerful  station  will  be  erected  on  one  of  the  Aleutian 
Islands. 

ABERDEEN,  WASH. — The  City  Council  has  appointed  a 
committee  to  confer  with  officials  of  the  Pacific  Telephone  & 
Telegraph  Company  in  regard  to  the  betterment  of  the  com- 
pany's  local   system. 

COLVILLE,  WASH. — The  Cedar  Creek  Independent  Tele- 
phone Co.,  with  its  principal  business  at  Boundary,  Stevens 
County,  Wash.,  has  filed  a  petition  for  a  franchise  to  con- 
struct a  system  of  telephone  lines. 

LOS  ANGELES,  CAL. — The  Pacific  Telephone  and  Tele- 
graph Co.  has  had  plans  prepared  for  and  has  taken  bids  for 
the  erection  of  a  three  story  and  basement,  reinforced  con- 
crete telephone  building  to  be  erected  at  the  corner  of  Denker 
and  Vernon  avenues. 

GREAT  FALLS,  MONT.— Wallace  S.  Perrine,  supervisor 
of  the  Jefferson  National  Forest,  south  of  this  place,  has 
started  work  on  the  construction  of  34  miles  of  new  tele- 
phone line  in  the  Jefferson  forest.  Mr.  Perrine  is  at  present 
at  Neihart,  to  institute  work. 


WATERWORKS. 
■  DORRIS.    CAL.— Town    Clerk,   F.   R.    Chapman,   received 
sealed  bids,  until  August  25th,  for  building  the  Dorris  water- 
works system. 

ANAHEIM.  CAL. — Plans  and  specifications  for  the  Ana- 
heim sewer  system  have  been  presented  to  the  Board  of  Trus- 
tees and  accepted. 

PUYALLUP,  WASH.— The  commission  of  Tacoma  has 
agreed  on  the  sum  of  $25,000  as  the  purchase  price  of  the 
160  acres  at  Maplewood  Springs,  on  which  this  place  is  con- 
sidering the  establishment  of  a  new  water  system.  It  is 
probable  that  Puyallup  will  purchase  the  tract. 


RED  BLUFF,  CAL.— Chas.  Cofer,  water  locator,  recently 
located  spots  for  five  artesian  wells  on  the  Lutheran  colony 
land  in  Antelope  valley. 

WATSONVILLE,  CAL.— The  plans  and  specifications  for 
a  water  system,  filed  with  the  Board'  last  February  by  C.  E. 
Moore,  have  been   adopted. 

COOS  BAY,  ORE.— Stannard  &  Richardson,  of  Portland, 
have  been  commissioned  to  prepare  plans  and  specifications 
for  a  municipal  water  system. 

NAMPA,  IDAHO.— There  is  talk  of  bonding  the  city  to 
raise  $40,000  to  extend  the  present  water  system  and  re- 
place wooden  pipes  with  cast  iron. 

BAKERSFIELD,  CAL. — Engineer  Wm.  Mulholland  has 
offered  to  prepare  plans  for  a  water  system  for  Bast  Bakers- 
field  at  a  cost  of  between  $1000  and  $1500. 

WOODINVILLE,  ORE.— This  place  will  meet  to  consider 
plans  for  the  water  system.  It  is  probable  that  plans  and 
estimates  will  be  ordered  and  bids  called  for. 

WOODBURN,  ORE.— The  City  Council  has  under  dis- 
cussion a  water  system  improvement.  The  kind  of  system 
needed  will  necessitate  an  outlay  of  $20,000.  Larger  pumps 
will  be  needed. 

TALENT,  ORE.— Postmaster  T.  L.  Stewart,  who  is  also 
an  engineer,  has  completed  a  report  for  the  trustees  of  Phoe- 
nix for  a  water  system  for  that  place.  The  system  is  grav- 
ity;  estimated  cost  $19,120. 

POCATELLO,  IDAHO.— James  A.  Murray,  owner  of  the 
Pocatello  Water  Co.,  will  furnish  water  sufficient  to  supply 
fifty  thousand  people,  if  the  council  will  give  him  permission 
to  install  a  motor  system. 

RIVERSIDE,  CAL.— The  City  Council  has  awarded  a  con- 
tract to  the  Los  Angeles  Manufacturing  Co.  amounting  to 
over  $6,000  for  the  construction  of  pipe  lines  and  for  an  irri- 
gating system  for  Fairmount  Park. 

HARLEM,  MONT.— The  American  Light  &  Water  Com- 
pany of  Chicago,  has  been  awarded  the  contract  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  municipal  water  system  at  this  place  at  $30,- 
940.     Ground  will  be  broken  September  1st. 

OROVILLE,  CAL. — The  Pacific  Gas  and  Electric  Company 
has  had  a  corps  of  surveyors  engaged  in  making  surveys  for 
a  great  storage  reservoir  in  Oregon  House  in  Yuba  County. 
From  the  reservoirs  the  plans  call  for  the  water  to  be  diverted 
to  the  Colgate  power  plant  by  means  of  a  reservoir,  which  will 
be  approximately  two  miles  in  length.     It  is  understood  that 

the  estimated  cost  for  the  total  project  is  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  $1,000,000.  It  is  proposed  by  the  company  to  erect 
a  huge  dam  across  Oregon  House  Creek,  which  is  a  branch 
of  Dry  Creek,  in  its  turn  a  tributary  of  the  Yuba  River.  The 
area  covered  by  the  water  the  dam  would  impound  would  be 
approximately  700  acres. 

LOS  ANGELES,  CAL. — The  Board  of  Supervisors  has 
passed  an  ordinance  granting  to  the  Valley  Water  Co.  a  fran- 
chise for  a  period  of  forty  years  to  maintain  a  system  of 
water  pipes  in  certain  portions  of  Los  Angeles  County. 

HERMISTON,  ORE. — This  place  has  voted  bonds  in  the 
sum  of  $25,000  for  the  construction  of  a  municipal  water 
system.  The  system  calls  for  a  250,000  gallon  reservoir 
on  Hermiston  Butte  and  water  will  be  transferred  by  a  12- 
inch  main. 

OXNARD,  CAL. — The  Board  of  Trustees  has  taken  the 
initial  step  in  the  matter  of  municipal  ownership  of  the  water 
system  by  accepting  the  contract  of  the  engineering  firm  of 
Olmstead  &  Gillelan  to  prepare  plans  and  specifications  and 
superintend  the  construction  work  for  8  per  cent  of  the  bond 
issue  which  is  to  be  $100,000- 
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TO 


Place  Population. 

Agua  Caliente  ....  50 
•Alameda    27,000 

••Albany     800 

ttAlta     200 

Alvarado     200 

Amador    200 

Antioch     3,000 

ttAuburn     2,050 

Barber    200 

••Belmont 600 

Belvedera    350 

Benlcia     2,600 

••Berkeley     42.000 

Big   Oak    Flat    150 

Biggs    760 

Black  Diamond   ....       500 

Brentwood    200 

Brighton     100 

Broderick    500 

tBrown's  Valley   ....         50 

••Burlingame    5,000 

Byron     200 

Campbell     1,000 

Cement     1.600 

tCenterville    20 

Centerville     500 

••Chico     13,000 

••Colusa    2,700 

tColfax     400 

Colma     500 

Concord     1.500 

Cordelia     150 

Corte   Madera    350 

Crockett     2,500 

Crow's  Landing    ...       375 

Davenport     1,000 

Davis     750 

Decoto     350 

Dixon     1,000 

Dobbins     50 


I'lace  Popnlation. 

Drytovvn    100 

Durham      500 

tDutcti    Flat    400 

••Easton      600 

••East  San  Jose   1.500 

Eckley     20 

Emerald     50 

Elmhurst     2,500 

Elmira      150 

El  Verano   100 

**Rmery\  illp      2.000 

Encinal     20 

Fairfield     800 

••Fair  Oaks    250 

Fitchburg    250 

Folsora   .  .  .  .  = 1,500 

•Fresno     35,000 

Glenn   Ellen    500 

Gold    Run    100 

Grafton    350 

tGrass  Valley    7.000 

Gridley     1,800 

Groveland     60 

Hammonton     500 

Ha.yward     4,000 

Hollister     3,000 

lone 910 

Irvington     1,000 

Jackson     2,000 

Jackson    Gate    50 

Larkspur     950 

Lawrence     100 

Kennedv   Flat    50 

Kentfleld     200 

tLincoln     1,500 

tlive  Oak    200 

Livermore     2,250 

tLoomis     150 

Los    Altos    200 

Los    Gatos    3,000 


Place  Population. 

Mare    Island    500 

Martell     25 

Martinez     5,000 

♦•Marysville     6,250 

Mayfleld     1,500 

••Menlo    Park    1,500 

Meridian    300 

••Milbrae    SOC 

Mill    Valley    4,600 

Mission  San  Jose  .  .  500 
Mokelumne  Hill  ...  150 
Mountain    View    . . .    2,500 

••Napa     6,000 

fNevada    City    4,000 

Newark     700 

tNewcastle     600 

New    Chicago     25 

Newman     1,000 

Nlles     800 

••Oakland     230,000 

Oroville     2,500 

Orwood     50 

Pacheco     200 

••Palo    Alto    6,000 

fPenryn     250 

Perkins     200 

••Petaluma     6,000 

Peyton     250 

••Piedmont     2,000 

Pinole     1,600 

Pleasanton     2,000 

Port  Costa   600 

••Redwood    City     3,500 

Richmond     10.000 

Rio   Vista    200 

tRocklln    1,050 

Rodeo     100 

tRoseville     346 

Ross     900 

•••Sacramento     52,000 


Place  Population. 

San   Andreas    200 

San  Anselmo     2,500 

San   Bruno    1,500 

San   Carlos    100 

••San   Francisco     ...450,000 

••San   Jose     40,000 

San  Leandro     4,000 

San  Lorenzo     100 

••San   Mateo    7,000 

San   Pablo     1,000 

••San   Quentin    Prison  1,600 

••San   Rafael     6,000 

Santa  Clara     8,000 

Santa  Cruz     10,000 

••Santa   Rosa    8,000 

Saratoga     200 

Sausalito    ,. 3.000 

Sebastopol     2,000 

Selby     100 

Sonoma    1,200 

South   San   Fran 2,500 

Stanford   University  2,000 

Stege     100 

tStockton     25,000 

Suisun     1,200 

Sunnyvale     2,000 

Sutter    Creek     2,000 

Tiburon     100 

Tormey     150 

tTowle     200 

Tracy     1,200 

Vacaville     2,500 

••Vallejo     12,000 

Vallejo   Junction    . .         10 

Walnut    Creek    350 

Wheatland     1,400 

Winters     1,200 

••Woodland     3,500 

Yolo     350 

••Yuba    City    1,900 


•Gas  only:  **gas  and  electricity;  telectricity.  gas.  and  water;  telectricity  and  water:  •••gas.  electricity,  and  street  car  service:  all  others,  electricity  only. 


Serv'ice                             Number  Total 

Furnished                          of  Towns  Population 

Electricity __.  158  1.089,790 

Gas  _ __ 33  988.900 

Water 17  43.415 

Streetcar I  .=;7  000 


EMPLOYS  3,500  people 

OPERATES    11  hydroelectric  plants  in    the 
mountains 

3  steam-driven  electric  plants 
in  big  cities. 

18  gas  works 


SERVES  ^  of  California's  population 
26  of  California's  56  counties 
An  area  of  32,431  square  miles 
3/5  the  size  of  New  York  state 
Vz    the  size  of  all  the  New  England 
states  combined 
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HEATING  PLANT,  UNIVERSITY  OF  CALIFORNIA 


BY    W.   B.    MEL. 


Dating  back  to  the  year  1906,  when  the  present 
central  Power  Plant  and  heating  system  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  California  commenced  operating  as  such, 
supplying  steam  heat  to  California  Hall  and  Harmon 
Gymnasium,  there  has  rapidly  grown  up  with  the 
University's  increasing  needs  the  present  system  sup- 
plying heat  for  over  twenty  of  the  buildings  and  light 
and  power  for  practically  every  building  on  the 
Campus. 


the  munificence  of  Mrs.  Hearst,  the  Bacon  Library 
was  wired  and  lighted  from  a  2  pole,  20  kw.  Edison 
Type  '87,  110  volt  machine,  then  a  part  of  the  Electric 
Laboratory  located  in  the  Mechanics  Building.  A 
little  later  the  night  lighting  in  the  Library  was  sup- 
plied from  a  30  kw.  133  cycle,  single  phase,  1100  volt, 
alternator,  also  a  part  of  the  Laboratory  equipment  at 
the  Mechanics  Building.  The  line  voltage  of  1100 
volts   was   stepped   down   at   the   Library   through   a 


The    Sather    Gate,    Southern    Entrance    to    the    University.    Above  the  arch  may  be  seen  the  lighting   features 


A  faithful  history  would  perhaps  begin  by  de- 
scribing the  wood  burning  stoves  and  oil  lamps  in 
the  first  building.  South  Hall,  occupied  in  1873,  and 
gradually  cover  the  successive  changes  naturally  fol- 
lowing along  with  the  additional  buildings  and  oc- 
cupied portions  of  the  Campus,  but  aside  from  a  few 
remarks  covering  this  period,  the  article  will  be  de- 
voted mainly  to  a  description  of  the  system  as  it  stands 
today. 

Electricity  first  appeared  on  the  Campus  at  Ber- 
keley, for  lighting  purposes   in'  1896,   when,  through 


transformer  to  110  volts.  During  the  day  time  switch- 
ing was  arranged  so  that  what  lights  were  necessary 
could  be  run  from  the  direct  current  Edison  machine. 
At  the  same  time  a  10  light  Thompson-Houston 
arc  machine  together  with  twenty  open  arc  lamps  were 
presented  to  the  University  by  the  Oakland  Gas  Light 
&  Heat  Company  through  John  A.  Britton  and  were 
installed  on  a  series  arc  line  around  the  Campus.  The 
10  light  machine  was  run  in  series  with  a  15  light 
^^"ood  machine,  both  being  driven  by  a  straight  line 
engine  located  in  the  Mechanics  Laboratory.     From 
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Lover's  Lane.    Beautiful  walk  at  western  entrance    to'  University. 


this  beginning  the  present  electric  light  and  power 
system  grew,  the  arc  system  having  been  changed 
over  first  to  a  25  light  Thompson-Houston  machine 
and  later,  in  1904,  to  an  alternating  current  arc  line 
with  a  larger  number  of  enclosed  arcs. 

First  Heating  Systems. 

Systematic  attempts  at  building  heating  began 
with  the  erection  of  small  individual  boilers,  usually 
of  the  sectional  type,  for  either  hot  water  or  steam 
service,  with  pipe-coil  or  cast  iron  radiators.  The  first 
one  was  placed  in  the  Bacon  Library  Building  at  the 
time  of  its  erection  in  1878  and  some  of  the  old  radia- 
tors installed  at  that  time  are  still  in  service.  They  are 
of:  the  vertical  cast  iron  tube  type  really  acting  as 
difect-indirect  radiators.  Also  there  were  placed  large 
pipe  coils  in  boxes  under  the  first  floor.  The  heated 
air  was  passed  up  through  floor  registers  into  the 
central  portion  of  the  building.  These  registers  are 
still  faithfully  serving  as  part  of  the  present  heating 
system.  Other  buildings  as  well  were  supplied  with 
small  heating  boilers  but  these  have  gradually  been 


eliminated  one  by  one  until  at  present  only  two  build- 
ings on  the  Campus  are  heated  locally ;  namely,  the 
Architectural  Building,  situated  at  the  north  entrance 
to  the  grounds  and  equipped  with  a  cast  iron  sectional 
steam  boiler  and  single  pipe  steam  radiation  system, 
and  the  President's  house,  located  on  the  extreme 
north  edge  of  the  Campus,  as  shown  in  the  full  page 
map  accompanying  this  article.  In  this  building  cast 
iron  radiators  are  supplied  with  heat  from  a  sectional 
hot  water  boiler. 

Present  Power  Plant. 

The  plant  itself  was  erected  in  1904  with  three  of 
the  present  boilers,  the  engine  and  necessary  auxil- 
iaries, but  operation  was  not;  commenced  until  the 
fall  of  1905  when,  as  mentioned  above,  heating  was 
started  for  California  Hall  and  Harmon  Gymnasium. 
With  the  present  rate  of  increase  the  plant  will  have 
to  be  duplicated  within  a  period  of  two  or  three  years. 

The  equipment  now  in  service  and  the  operating 
arrangement  is  as  follows  :    ■ 


Hearst  Memorial  Mining  Building.    The   most  completely  equipped  Mining  School  in  the  world. 
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California  Hall  and  Boalt  Hall  of  Law.     New  buildings    under    tlie    recent    heating    installation. 


Boilers. 

The  power  plant  boilers  consist  of  four  Babcock 
&  Wilcox  water-tube  boilers,  each  with  456  4  in.  16  ft. 
tubes  and  42  in.  drum,  giving  a  heating  surface  of  1270 
sq.  ft.  These  operated  at  140  lb.  pressure,  supply 
steam  to  the  engine,  auxiliaries,  and  heating  system. 
All  boilers  are  equipped  with  Peabody  furnaces  for 
oijl  burning  with  Champion  burners,  oil  for  which  is 
plumped  from  a  13,000  gallon  tank,  located  on  the  bank 
of  Strawberry  Creek  50  feet  from  the  plant.  The 
pumping  equipment  consists  of  two  Snow  steam  pumps 
3x2x3,  one  being  kept  in  reserve. 

The  oil  pump  exhaust  passes  through  a  small  re- 
heater  beneath  the  pumps.  This  heats  the  oil  to  about 
125  degrees  F.  before  delivery  to  the  burners.  The 
exhaust  then  passes  out  through  a  coil  in  the  main 
oil  tank  and  discharges  into  the  creek. 

B.  and  W.  superheaters  deliver  the  steam  to  the 
main  header  under  a  superheat  of  from  60  to  120  de- 
grees, depending  on  the  load  conditions. 

When  necessary,  the  above  boilers  may  be  supple- 
mented by  two  B.  and  W.  boilers  in  the  Mechanics 
Building  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Campus.  These 
units  have  been  installed  and  in  operation  since  1894 


and  1898.  Primarily,  however,  they  are  used  to  furnish 
steam  for  laboratory  practice  in  the  Mechanics  Build- 
ing and  also  to  furnish  100  lb.  steam  to  the  Mining 
Building  Laboratory  to  run  a  large  air  compressor. 

Vacuum  Pumps  and  Feed  Water  Pumps. 

An  Epping  Carpenter  12x16x16x18  air  circulating 
pump  arranged  with  two  air  cylinders  and  one  steam 
cylinder,  arranged  in  tandem,  handles  all  returns  from 
the  heating  system  maintaining  from  12  in  to  20  in.  of 
vacuum  on  the  system  and  forcing  the  return  water 
into  a  horizontal  tank  receiver  acting  as  a  hot  well. 
The  returns  are  reheated  by  steam  from  the  auxiliaries 
passing  through  a  pipe  coil  in  the  receiver  and  dis- 
charging into  the  creek.  The  "return  water,"  together 
with  the  necessary  make  up  water  is  raised  by  two 
Snow  Pump  Co.'s  5j4x3)^x3  feed  pumps  and  dis- 
charged into  a  Hoppe  purifier  placed  4  feet  above  the 
boilers.  From  here  the  water  runs  by  gravity  to  the 
boilers,  the  purifier  being  under  boiler  pressure. 

Engines. 
The  engine,  manufactured  by  the  Mclntosh-Sey- 
mour  Co.,  is  of  the  vertical  cross  compound  type  12  in. 
X  26  in.  X  30  in.  stroke.     It  was  originallv  designed 


The   Doe   Library   Building.      This   magnificent   new    structure  at   the  Unlversll.v   is   to   bo   given   two 

stars    In    Baedeker's   American   Guide. 
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as  a  condensing  engine  but  is  now  operated  with  a 
back  pressure  of  about  5  lb.  gauge  on  account  of  the 
exhaust  being  connected  directly  into  the  heating  sys- 
tem on  which  this  pressure  must  be  maintained. 


Power   Installation   at   the   University. 

Between  the  low  and  high  pressure  cylinders  is  a 
reheater  which  delivers  the  steam  to  the  low  pressure 
cylinder  under  a  slight  superheat  and  at  a  pressure  of 
about  30  lb.  Combined  with  the  engine  governor  is 
a  motor  operated  Mclntosh-Seymour  speed  changing 
device.  A  double  throw  switch  on  the  exciter  panel 
gives  the  operator  control  of  this  device  and  a  varia- 
tion of  four  or  five  revolutions  per  minute  may  be 
obtained  when  bringing  the  generator  up  to  synchron- 
ism for  parallel  operation. 

Generator. 

The  250  kw.  generator  made  by  the  Allis-Chal- 
mers  Company  is  of  the  revolving  field  type,  having  48 
poles  and  72  field  coils,  running  three  phase  star  con- 
nected with  neutral  grounded.  Normal  load  current 
is  28.9  amperes  per  phase  with  a  terminal  voltage  of 
4000  volts. 


Battery    of    Boilers    at    the    University    Installation. 

Excitation  for  the  field  is  furnished  from  a  motor 
generator  set  run  either  from  the  Berkeley  Lighting 
Company's  service,  or  the  generator  itself  but  should 
this  source  fail  at  starting  the  excitation  can  be  had 


from  a  small  10  kw.  generator  driven  by  the  main  fly- 
wheel through  a  friction  pulley.  This  may  be  clearly 
seen  in  the  picture  showing  the  interior  of  the  power 
equipment. 

Switchboard. 

An  Hlustration  in  this  article  shows  the  switching 
arrangement.  Six  panels  control  in  order  from  left  to 
right  as  follows :  (1)  The  direct  current  220  volt  three 
wire  service,  (2)  Berkeley  Lighting  Company's  in- 
coming service,  (3)  the  Campus  distribution  service, 
(4)  an  exciter  panel  for  the  generator,  (5)  the  genera- 
tor service,  and  (6)  a  starting  panel  for  the  motor 
generator.  Oil  switches  are  so  arranged  that  the  upper 
and  lower  Campus  lines  are  separately  controlled  and 
either  may  be  carried  by  the  L^niversity's  service  or 
the  Berkeley  service. 

As  shown  the  three  phases  of  both  services  are 
metered  by  full  sets  of  indicating  and  integrating 
meters.  Besides  these  panels,  there  is  a  separate  panel 
board  for  the  arc  lighting  on  the  Campus. 

Motor  Generator  Set. 

This  set,  consisting  of  two  50  kw.  Westinghouse 
d.c.   110  volt  generators  operated    in    series    for    220 


Switchboard    Arrangement     at    the    Power    House. 

volt  3 'wire  distribution,  is  driven  by  a  2300  volt  2 
phase  induction  motor,  direct  connected  through  flex- 
ible couplings. 

To  supply  this  two  phase  current  for  the  induction 
motor,  a  25  kw.  4000  to  2300  volt  Hornberger  trans- 
former is  connected  between  two  of  the  4000  volt 
leads  for  one  phase  and  the  2300  volts  from  neutral 
to  the  third  wire  is  taken  for  the  second  phase.  This 
arrangement,  made  necessary  through  the  failure  of 
one  of  the  two  75  kw.  Scott  connected  transformers 
some  time  ago,  has  given  satisfactory  service  ever 
since. 

Heating  System. 

Steam  distribution  for  Campus  heating  is  divided 
into  two  separate  parts,  the  lower  line,  providing  for 
California  Hall,  Boalt  Hall,  Harmon  Gymnasium,  and 
the  new  University  Library,  is  operated  under  a  pres- 
sure of  from  4  to  7  lb.  This  steam  is  taken  from  the 
engine  exhaust  when  the  engine  is  running  and  if  this 
is  not  sufficient,  as  is  often  the  case  in  very  cold 
weather,  sufficient  "make  up"  to  maintain  the  pressure 
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Map   of   Campus    Showing   Underground    Mains   and    Tunnels    of    University    Heating    System. 
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is  taken  direct  from  the  boiler,  a  Mason  reducing  valve 
making  the  reduction  from  the  140  boiler  pressure. 
The  pipe  for  nearly  all  of  this  lower  Campus  distri- 
bution is  carried  in  tunnels  from  the  plant  to  the  build- 


A  Portion   of  the  Heating  System  Crossing  Straw- 
berry  Creek. 

ings.  The  upper  Campus  is  heated  by  a  steam  line 
using  live  steam  reduced  from  140  lb.  to  35  lb.  by  an 
automatic  Mason  reducing  valve  and  at  each  separate 
building  the  steam  is  again  reduced  to  a  pressure  of 
about  5  lb.  for  the  radiators. 

As  already  mentioned,  this  upper  line  is  connected 
by  a  -4  in.  line  with  the  Mechanics  boilers  and  these, 
in  case  of  heavy  load  or  when  ever  the  main  boilers 


have  to  be  shut  down  for  repairs,  may  be  used  for 
Campus  heating. 

Expansion  in  both  steam  and  return  pipes  is  taken 
up  by  sliding  expansion  joints  placed  in  the  20  man- 
holes. Anchors  on  the  mains,  subdivide  the  expan- 
sion so  that  not  more  than  200  ft.  of  pipe  is  expanded 
into  any  one  joint. 

The  type  of  construction  first  used,  for  buried 
lines,  placed  the  pipes,  steam  and  return,  in  a  plain 
wooden  box  of  2  in.  redwood,  both  pipes  being  cov- 
ered with  1  in.  asbestocel  of  85  per  cent  magnesia 
covering  and  allowed  to  expand  on  iron  rollers  placed 
at  intervals  of  about  IS  ft.  on  the  bottom  of  the  box. 

This  method  has  been  entirely  replaced  within 
the  last  five  years,  all  lines  laid  since  then  having  been 
covered  with  1  in.  thickness  of  85  per  cent  magnesia, 
wrapped  with  canvas  and  painted  with  a  water  proof 
paint.  The  whole  is  then  enclosed  in  a  salt  glazed 
sewer  tile  large  enough  to  allow  a  1  in.  free  air  space 
around  the  covering.  The  2  ft.  tile  sections  have  their 
joints  cemented  to  prevent  seepage  water  from  getting 
in  around  the  pipe  and  covering  a  4  in.  porous  drain 
tile  is  placed  in  the  trench  under  the  main  tile  to  carry 
as  much  as  possible  of  this  seepage  water  away  from 
the  lines. 

The  expansion  is  provided  for  by  placing  tile  tees 
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at  intervals  of  about  12  feet.  The  tee  opening  turned 
down  and  usually  resting  on  a  concrete  base,  contains 
a  roller  stand  and  roller  on  which  the  pipe  rests  and 
travels  in  expansion. 

Some  idea  of  the  amount  of  heating  supplied  by 
the  lower  campus  lines  alone  may  be  gained  from  the 
following  data: 

Building               Direct  Heating  Indirect  Heating 

California  Hall 1,700  Sq.  Ft. 

University  Library 5,900  Sq.  Ft.  1,700  Sq.  Ft. 

Boalt  Hall ■. 800  Sq.  Ft.  750  Sq.  Ft. 

Harmon  Gymnasium 700  Sq.  Ft. 


Total 6,700  Sq.  Ft.        4,850  Sq.  Ft. 

In  addition  to  this,  steam  is  supplied  to  heat  water 
for  150  showers  in  Harmon  Gymnasium  and  hot  water 
at  the  basins  in  all  four  buildings. 

Tunnels. 

Within  the  last  two  and  a  half  years,  the  Univer- 
sity has  added  to  its  heating  and  power  system  over 
1000  feet  of  tunneling  to  provide  for  steam  pipes  and 
electric  cables.  These  tunnels  are  located  as  shown 
in  the  map  of  the  Campus  and  consist  of  800  feet  of 
concrete  construction  6  ft.  6  in.  high  and  5  feet  wide 
connecting  the  power  plant  with  the  new  University 
Library,  Boalt  Hall  and  California  Hall.  Besides  these 
there  have  been  added  three  smaller  concrete  tunnels 
having  an  opening  of  4  ft.  x  4  ft.  to  carry  steam  pipes 
and  cables  under  the  permanent  road  recently  com- 
pleted and  running  in  front  of  the  new  Library  and 
past  the  Mining  Building.  These  avoid  the  possi- 
bility of  ever  having  to  tear  up  the  permanent  roads 
in  case  of  pipe  line  failures. 

The  method  of  supporting  steam  pipes  and  returns 
is  shown  in  the  diagram.  The  supports  are  placed  at 
intervals  of  11  feet  and  at  suitable  intervals  heavy 
anchors  imbedded  in  the  concrete  walls  and  sliding 
expansion  joints  are  provided  to  care  for  the  expansion. 

The  same  pipe  support  construction  is  used  be- 
tween the  power  plant  and  the  tunnel  entrance  across 
the  creek.  Two  concrete  piers  about  18  feet  apart 
and  on  either  bank  carry  the  uprights  as  shown. 

Throughout  these  tunnels  is  a  full  system  of  con- 
duit lighting  controlled  by  three  way  switches  at  each 
end  of  each  tunnel  section,  the  lights  being  spaced 
about  20  feet  apart  in  incondulets. 

Electric  Distribution. 

Up  to  the  summer  of  1909  all  distribution  of  elec- 
tric service  was  made  from  the  Mechanics  Building 
plant  where  the  transformers,  switchboards,  motor 
generator  and  generators  were  installed.  At  that  time 
the  transfer  was  made  to  the  power  plant  on  the  op- 
posite side  of  the  Campus  of  the  above  apparatus  with 
the  exception  of  the  generator,  and  the  equipment  in- 
stalled about  as  it  stands  at  present,  the  power  plant 
generator  switchboard  being  combined  with  the  others. 

The  character  of  electric  distribution  consists  of 
pole  line,  power  cabling  run  in  iron  pipe  underground, 
and  in  4-duct  vitrified  conduit.. 

This  includes  approximately  a  mile  run  on  poles 
up  to  the  Greek  Theatre  and  on  up  Strawberry  Can- 
yon, supplying  lights  and  power  to  the  Dairy  Barn, 
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Cross-Section     View     of     Tunnel,     Showing     Clever 
Design    of    Pipe    Rests. 

Swimming  Pool  and  new  Hog  Serum  Laboratory  re- 
cently completed  above  the  Swimming  Pool. 

Up  to  a  year  ago  the  distribution  was  2300  volt  2 
phase,  obtained  from  the  Berkeley  Lighting  Co.,  4000 
V.  power  through  two  Scott  connected  75  kw.  trans- 
formers and  from  a  two  phase  2300  volt  generator  in 
the  Electric  Laboratory.  At  the  time  of  the  change 
from  the  Mechanics  Building  to  the  Power  Plant  and 
in  order  to  continue  this  service  the  present  generator 
was  specially  tapped,  one  phase  being  taken  from  the 
neutral  to  one  4000  volt  lead,  giving  2300  volts,  and 
the  other  phase  taken  from  two  taps  brought  out  from 
the  other  two  windings  using  only  14  of  the  24  coils 
on  each  winding,  thus  giving  2300  volts  at  94  degrees 
phase  displacement. 

In  the  summer  of '1910  all  "high  tension"  distribu- 
tion was  changed  over  from  two  to  three  phase.  This 
change  entailed  considerable  work  and  scheming  to 
accommodate  the  various  motors,  transformers  genera- 
tor, etc.,  to  the  new  service,  but  the  change  was 
efifected  without  any  mishaps  and  without  any  serious 
interruptions  of  service.  To  do  this,  a  number  of  two- 
phase  induction  motors  had  to  have  their  windings  re- 
connected for  the  three  phases.  This  was  done  some 
time  previous  to  the  change  and  the  motors  were 
operated  three  phase  from  Scott  connected  transform- 
ers on  the  two-phase  line. 

Motor  Service. 

Over  forty-five  motors  furnish  power  for  different 
purposes  in  the  various  buildings,  exclusive,  of  course, 
of  those  used  for  testing  purposes  in  the  laboratory 
equipments.    The  motors  are  single-phase,  two-phase, 
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and  three-phase  induction  of  110,  220  or  440  voltage. 
Besides  these,  a  number  of  smaller  motors  and  stor- 
age batteries  are  operated  on  the  direct  current  line, 
and  a  number  of  electric  furnaces  and  stereopticon  lan- 
terns are  used  in  the  different  departments. 

Lighting  Service. 

This  service  is  furnished  to  practically  every  build- 
ing on  the  grounds,  and  in  addition,  a  series  arc  line, 
over  two  and  a  half  miles  in  length,  completely  en- 
circles the  campus  with  its  thirty-six  enclosed  arcs  and 
six  series  tungsten  lamps.  Current  for  these  is  fur- 
nished from  a  fifty  lamp,  6.6  ampere  General  Electric 
arc  transformer  located  in  the  Power  Plant.  Of  the 
six  series  tungstens  mentioned  as  part  of  the  arc  sys- 
tem, four  of  250  watt  capacity,  illuminate  the  new 
Sather  Gate  at  the  Telegraph  Avenue  entrance  as 
shown. 


CALIFORNIA  OIL  INDUSTRY. 

The  California  Oil  World  has  compiled  some  in- 
teresting figures  on  the  great  oil  industry  in  the  Golden 
State.  It  is  estimated  that  it  would  require  an  un- 
broken train  of  oil  tank  cars  reaching  from  San  Fran- 
cisco to  Chicago  to  haul  at  one  load  the  present  annual 
output  of  the  California  oil  fields. 

The  present  annual  output  of  the  fields  of  the 
state  at  80,000,000  barrels,  is  at  least  three-eights  of  the 
entire  output  of  the  United  States.  Figuring  the  ca- 
pacity of  the  tank  cars  at  300  barrels  each  and  each 
forty  feet  in  length  with  the  usual  intervening  coup- 
ling space  it  would  require,  using  round  numbers, 
267,000  cars  to  carry  this  amount  and  with  the  neces- 
sary compliments  of  locomotives  to  pull  them  such  a 
huge  train  would  reach  from  San  Francisco  to  Chi- 
cago, a  distance  of  over  2000  miles.  Or  it  would  make 
8900  trains  if  cut  up  into  thirty  cars  each. 

The  investment  of  the  California  oil  industry 
represents  $200,000,000.  The  value  of  Standard  Oil's 
interest  in  the  state  is  $50,000,000. 


ELECTRICITY  AND  THE  CODLING  MOTH  IN 
THE  GREAT  NORTHWEST. 

BY  AUGUST  WOLF. 

Electricity  as  an  agency  to  destroy  the  codling 
moth  is  the  latest  innovation  of  modern  apple  orchard- 
ing in  the  Spokane  valley,  where  W.  M.  Frost,  in- 
ventor of  the  device,  and  J.  C.  Lawrence,  a  practical 
grower  of  Spokane,  made  what  is  declared  to  be  the 
first  demonstration  of  its  kind  in  the  world  the  even- 
ing of  August  18.  The  test  was  made  in  a  six-years' 
old  orchard  at  Opportunity,  "V\''ash.,  where  a  score  of 
second-brood  moths  and  hundreds  of  green  aphis  were 
killed  in  a  few  minutes.  The  apparatus  consists  of  a 
storage  battery  to  charge  incandescent  light  globes  of 
six-candle  power,  which  are  netted  with  fine  steel 
wires,  coated  with  copper  and  tin,  alternately.  At- 
tracted by  the  bright  light  in  the  tree,  to  which  the 
globe  is  strung  by  a  covered  wire,  the  moth  flies 
against  the  net  work,  completes  the  electric  circuit  and 
is  instantly  killed,  the  body  dropping  into  a  recep- 
tacle beneath  the  globe.  Mr.  Frost  thinks  that  one 
battery  to  an  acre  of  trees  will  keep  the  moths  under 
control,   thus   eliminating  spraying  and   saving  many 


dollars  for  equipment  and  fluid.  If  electric  light  wires 
are  extended  to  the  orchard  tracts,  as  they  are  in  the 
Spokane  valley,  the  expense  of  batteries  may  be  saved 
by  making  direct  connection  and  using  the  commer- 
cial current.  The  cost  of  covering  the  globes  with 
wire  nets  is  a  small  item  and  any  electrician  can  do  the 
work.  Growers  in  various  parts  of  eastern  Washing- 
ton are  preparing  to  equip  their  orchards  with  the  new 
pest  destroyers  the  coming  season. 


GRAND  PRIZE  FOR  ELECTRIC  SAFETY  LAMP. 

The  British  government  announce  that,  in  order 
to  encourage  the  production  of  safe  and  efficient  types 
of  electric  lamps  for  miners,  a  colliery  proprietor  has 
placed  at  their  disposal  the  sum  of  £1,000  ($4866.65)  to 
be  offered  as  a  prize  for  the  best  lamp  or  lamps  fulfill- 
ing the  requirements  specified  below. 

Mr.  Charles  Rhodes  (a  former  president  of  the  Insti- 
tute of  Mining  Engineers)  and  Mr.  Charles  H.  Merz 
(a  member  of  the  departmental  committee  on  the  use 
of  electricity  in  mines)  have  consented  to  act  as  judges. 
The  conditions  of  the  competition  are  as  follows : 

1.  The  competition  will  be  open  to  persons  of 
any  nationality. 

2.  It  will  be  in  the  discretion  of  the  judges  to 
award  the  whole  of  the  prize  for  the  lamp  which  they 
consider  to  be  the  best,  or  to  divide  the  prize,  or  to 
make  no  award  if  no  lamp  appears  to  them  to  be  of 
sufficient  merit. 

3.  Lamps  must  be  addressed  care  of  C.  Rhodes, 
Esq.,  at  the  Home  Office  testing  station,  Rotherham, 
England,  and  must  reach  the  testing  station  not  later 
than  December  31,  1911.  A  spare  globe  should  accom- 
pany each  lamp. 

The  requirements  which  should  be  fulfilled  by 
any  lamps  submitted  for  competition  are  as  follows : 

1.  The  lamp  should  be  of  sound  mechanical  con- 
struction, so  as  to  withstand  rough  usage. 

2.  The  lamp  should  be  of  simple  construction 
and  easy  to  maintain  in  good  order  and  repair. 

3.  The  lamp  should  be  so  constructed  as  to  ren- 
der impossible  the  ignition  of  inflammable  gas  either 
within  or  without  the  lamp. 

4.  The  lamp  battery  should  be  so  constructed 
that  any  liquid  which  it  may  contain  cannot  be  spilled 
when  the  lamp  is  in  use,  and  means  should  be  pro- 
vided for  dealing  with  any  gas  which  may  be  gen- 
erated by  the  battery. 

5.  The  materials  used  and  the  construction  should 
be  such  that  metals  and  other  parts  will  not  be  liable 
to  deterioration  by  corrosion  as  a  result  of  the  action 
of  the  "electrolyte,"  etc.,  used  in  the  battery. 

6.  The  lamp  should  be  effectively  locked  so  that 
it  cannot  be  opened  without  detection. 

7.  The  lamp  should  be  capable  of  giving  an 
amount  of  light  not  less  than  2  candlepower  contin- 
uously for  a  period  of  not  less  than  10  hours. 

8.  The  light  should  be  well  distributed  outside 
the  lamp.  A  movable  reflector  to  concentrate  or  to 
shield  the  light  may  be  provided. 

In  addition  to  the  above  requirements,  regard  will 
be  paid  to  (a)  the  first  cost  of  the  lamp ;  (b)  the  cost 
of  maintenance ;  (c)  convenience  in  handling,  and  (d) 
the  weight  of  the  lamp  when  charged  and  ready  for 
use. 
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PRIMER    OF    APPLIED    THERMODYNAMICS.'      ing-  of  ice,   a   distinct   sensation   is   felt   in   each   case. 


Introduction. 

The  development  of  the  steam  turbine  during 
recent  years  and  the  many  increasing  applications  of 
producer  gas  on  the  Pacific  Coast  have  led  western 
engineers  to  dig  again  into  their  long  forgotten  text- 
books and  review  subjects  of  by-gone  college  days 
long  since  forgotten.  The  subject  matter  of  thermo- 
dynamics is  not  attractive  or  interesting,  especially 
to  young  engineers.  College  students  long  since 
found  this  study  so  dry  and  lacking  in  interest  to  them 
that  many  nicknames  for  the  study  have  been  in- 
vented by  them  involving  names  more  forceful  than 
elegant.  The  study  of  thermodynamics  or  heat  forces 
is  essential,  however,  in  gaining  a  thorough  knowl- 
edge of  the  fundamental  principles  of  the  steam  engine, 
the  steam  turbine,  the  gas  engine,  the  air  compressor 
and  any  other  machine  or  device  in  which  solids, 
liquids,  or  gases  are  used  in  developing  or  transmit- 
ting energy  by  heat. 

By  putting  directly  to  the  college  student  the 
question,  why  this  lack  of  interest?,  a  very  good 
reason  is  soon  ascertained.  The  subject  is  usually 
given  in  the  senior  year.  Three  long  years  of  study 
on  the  part  of  the  student  have  brought  him  to  his 
last  year  in  college,  and  the  course  of  thermodynamics 
greets  him  with  long  columns  of  integral  signs  and 
symbols.  In  his  last  year  the  student  begins  to  real- 
ize that  the  bread-earning  days  are  not  far  distant. 
He  wants  to  put  aside  theory  and  get  practical  ideas. 
Toward  the  latter  part  of  the  senior  year  when  the 
practical  side  arrives  at  last,  he  has  but  a  few  weeks 
left  before  graduation,  and  in  the  excitement  of  the 
closing  days  of  his  college  career,  he  tenderly  lays 
aside  his  dear  thermodynamics  book,  hopefully  trust- 
ing that  kind  providence  will  never  again  torture  him 
with  so  many  supposedly  meaningless  mathematical 
symbols  for  such  a  seemingly  useless  and  theoretical 
subject. 

It  is  the  purpose  of  the  following  series  of  lectures 
to  get  at  the  applications  of  thermodynamics,  explain 
them  as  briefly  and  simply  as  possible,  and  in  so  far 
as  is  possible  accomplish  all  results  without  the  use 
of  any  but  the  simplest  mathematics.  It  is  the  opin- 
ion of  the  author  that  not  only  depth  of  the 
subject  must  be  reached  by  the  engineer,  but  the 
thorough  mastering  of  the  fundamental  principles  is 
essential.  These  fundamentals  should  be  so  thor- 
oughly mastered  that  never  again  through  life  should 
the  engineer  have  difficulty  in  grasping  every  possible 
application  of  the  steam  tables,  adiabatic  and  isother- 
mal expansion  and  entrophy.  With  this  idea  in  view, 
the  following  series  of  lectures  are  designed  and  if 
they  call  forth  a  good  healthy  discussion,  a  more  earn- 
est desire  among  young  engineers  to  seek  the  truth 
in  their  chosen  profession,  the  author  shall  feel  that 
his  purpose  has  been  accomplished. 

First  Lecture. 

Heat — Temperature. 

When  we  put  our  finger  into  a  cup  of  warm 
water  and  then  again  into  water  formed  by  the  melt- 

'A  resume,  devoid  of  higher  mathematics,  covering  the  essen- 
tials of  a  series  of  lectures  now  being  given  by  the  editor  of 
this  Journal  before  the  Senior  Mechanical  Engineering  students 
&t   the   University   of   California. 


Many  years  ago  scientists  and  philosophers  attempted 
to  explain  this  sensation  by  assuming  that  a  sub- 
stance existed  which  they  called  "caloric,"  whose 
entrance  into  our  bodies  caused  the  sensation  of 
warmth,  and  whose  egress  therefrom  the  sensation  of 
cold.  But  heat,  if  a  substance  at  all,  cannot  be  simi- 
lar to  those  substances  with  which  we  are  familiar, 
for  a  hot  body  weighs  no  more  than  one  which  is 
cold.  The  calorists  then,  had  to  give  a  hitherto  un- 
known property  to  their  substance  and  maintained 
that  "caloric"  was  a  weightless  fluid.  This  substance 
also  had  the  property  of  filling  the  interstices  of 
bodies  and  of  passing  between  bodies  over  any  inter- 
vening space.  To  illustrate,  they  said,  caloric  would 
fill  the  interstices  of  a  body  as  water  enters  a  sponge. 
Now,  when  we  squeeze  a  sponge  some  of  the  water 
oozes  out  and  wets  our  hands.  The  calorists  assumed 
that  the  friction  or  rubbing  of  a  body,  with  the  hand, 
for  instance,  made  the  hand  warm  because  friction 
was  supposed  to  decrease  the  capacity  of  a  body  for 
holding  "caloric,"  and  as  in  the  squeezing  of  the 
sponge,  water  oozes  out,  so  caloric  oozed  out  and 
made  the  hand  feel  warm.  Davy,  however,  exploded 
this  theory  in  1799,  when  by  rubbing  two  pieces  of  ice 
together,  he  actually  caused  the  ice  to  melt.  This 
evidently  would  be  impossible  under  the  caloric 
theory  above  stated,  according  to  which  friction 
caused  capacity  for  caloric  to  be  decreased.  Yet  here 
was  evidenced  the  adverse.  From  time  immemorial, 
men  have  considered  that  the  force  of  truth  is 
almighty,  and  yet  how  slow  the  human  race  is  to 
overthrow  an  imperfect  but  well-established  theory. 
For  instance,  so  powerful  was  Sir  Isaac  Newton's  grip 
on  the  scientific  world  that  because  he  announced  that 
no  successful  correction  could  ever  be  made  for  the 
uneven  refraction  of  light  rays  in  lenses,  the  whole 
world  for  fifty  years  thoroughly  abandoned  the  idea 
of  ever  being  able  to  use  refractive  telescopes,  and 
consequently,  during  this  period  we  find  telescopic  re- 
flective mirrors  used  entirely.  And  so  it  was  in  the 
case  of  the  theory  of  heat.  Notwithstanding  the  all- 
powerful  demonstration  of  Davy  in  1799,  it  remained 
for  Joule,  nearly  fifty  years  later  to  finally  put  forth 
the  finishing  data  to  forever  overthrow  the  caloric 
theory  and  introduce  the  modern  idea  of  heat.  This 
eminent  scientist  constructed  a  machine  in  many  re- 
spects similar  to  an  ice-cream  freezer,  the  essential 
difference  being,  however,  that  the  machine  was  used 
to  increase  the  heat  in  the  liquid  instead  of  cooling 
the  same.  Joule  conceived  the  idea  that  heat  was  one 
form  of  energy.  Should  this  be  true,  it  should  be 
mutually  convertible.  One  of  the  easiest  methods  of 
measuring  energy  is  the  well  known  pile  driver.  En- 
ergy is  definitely  computed  by  weighing  the  hammer 
in  pounds  and  multiplying  by  the  distance  in  feet 
through  which  the  weight  falls.  The  result  is  foot 
pounds  of  energy.  By  a  clever  contrivance  ^con- 
structed  somewhat  on  this  principle,  Joule  measured 
the  amount  of  energy  absorbed  in  his  machine  and 
the  consequent  rise  of  temperature  in  the  liquid.  He 
soon  established  the  fact  that  a  definite  number  of 
foot-pounds  of  mechanical  energy  was  equivalent  to 
a  definite  number  of  heat  units  in  the  liquid.  This 
experimental   result  is  most  important  and  is  one  of 
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the  basic  principles  of  modern  engineering.  Careful 
scientific  measurements  have  proved  that  one  British 
thermal  unit,  or  B.t.u.  of  heat  energy  is  equivalent  to 
778  foot-pounds  of  mechanical  energ}^ 

Heat  ma)^  be  communicated  from  one  body  to 
another  in  three  different  ways,  namely :  by  radiation, 
conduction  and  convection. 

It  is  a  matter  of  common  knowledge  that  when 
two  bodies  at  dififerent  temperatures  are  separated  by 
a  transparent  medium,  such  as  air,  or  water,  or  glass, 
or  ice,  heat  passes  from  the  warmer  to  the  colder 
irrespectively  of  the  temperature  of  the  inter- 
vening medium,  except  in  so  far  as  its  transpar- 
ency may  in  some  slight  degree  be  affected  by  the 
temperature.  This  process  of  transference  from  one 
body  to  another  body  at  a  distance  through  an  inter- 
vening medium  is  called  radiation  of  heat. 

When  two  bodies  are  in  contact,  one  with  the 
other,  heat  is  transferred  from  the  warmer  to  the 
colder.  This  process  is  called  conduction  of  heat. 
Convection  is  the  transfer  of  heat  caused  by  the  rise 
of  heated  particles  in  a  mass  of  liquid  or  gas.  For 
instance,  in  the  so-called  "hot  air"  heaters  the  room 
is  warmed  by  heated  particles  of  air  being  conveyed 
by  convection  currents  to  various  parts  of  the  room. 
The  transference  of  heat  from  a  furnace  to  the  boiler 
takes  place  by  all  these  methods,  radiation,  convec- 
tion, and  conduction,  while  the  heat  is  distributed 
through  the  mass  of  the  water  by  convection.  At 
present,  however,  the  exact  laws  governing  these 
methods  of  transfer  are  unknown. 

One  of  the  most  striking  and  beautiful  illustra- 
tions that  can  be  cited  from  the  great  forces  of  na- 
ture in  which  convection  currents  are  utilized  is  the 
non-freezing  of  our  mountain  lakes  in  winter,  thus 
demonstrating  the  ever  presence  of  a  kind  providence 
in  protecting  life,  for  in  this  case  the  lake  trout  are 
preserved.  When  the  cold  winter  weather  arrives 
the  surface  waters  of  our  mountain  lakes  contract  or 
become  more  dense.  The  surface  waters  thus  becom- 
ing heavier  sink  below  allowing  the  warmer  waters 
to  rise  to  the  top.  These  in  turn  become  cooled  and 
sink,  allowing  the  warmer  waters  again  to  rise.  In  this 
way  convection  currents  are  continually  exerting  them- 
selves lowering  the  temperature  of  the  entire  lake  wat- 
ers. When  the  water  is  within  7.1  deg.  F.  of  freezing 
solid,  as  if  nature  half  repented  for  the  crime  about 
to  be  permitted,  it  has  endowed  the  water  with  such 
unique  physical  properties  that  no  longer  does  it  grow 
more  dense  in  cooling  but  on  the  contrary  less  dense, 
hence  the  convection  currents  are  automatically 
stopped  in  time  to  keep  the  lake  from  freezing  solid 
and  water  being  a  comparatively  poor  conductor  of 
heat,  but  a  thin  coating  of  ice  is  formed. 

Before  going  further  into  a  discussion  of  the 
mechanical  equivalent  of  heat,  which,  as  we  have  seen, 
was  first  computed  by  Joule,  it  is  positively  necessary 
that  we  have  a  clear  conception  of  the  difference  be- 
tween "quantity"  of  heat  and  mere  difference  in  "tem- 
perature." Let  us  conceive  that  we  have  before  us  a 
vessel  containing  62.5  lb.  of  water  at  O  deg.  C.  or  just 
above  freezing  point  and  another  vessel  containing 
an  equal  amount  of  water  at  100  deg.  C,  or  just  below 
boiling  point.  Conceive  also  that  we  have  two  pieces 
of  lead  each  weighing  62.5   lb.,  the  one  at  0  deg.  C. 


and  the  other  at  100  deg.  C.  If  you  dip  your  finger 
into  the  hot  water  and  touch  the  hot  lead  you  will 
experience  the  same  severe  burning  sensation,  and 
yet  if  you  mix  the  hot  water  with  the  cold  lead  and 
the  cold  water  with  the  hot  lead  the  remarkable  result 
is  obtained  that  in  the  former  case  the  resultant  mix- 
ture is  very  close  to  97  deg.  C,  while  in  the  latter 
case  the  mixture  has  but  a  temperature  of  3  deg.  C. 
Hence  it  is  very  evident  that  different  bodies  have 
different  capacities  for  storing  heat,  and  that  "quan- 
tity of  heat"  and  "temperature"  are  widely  different 
conceptions.  With  the  exception  of  hydrogen  gas, 
water  of  all  the  physical  substances,  is  capable  of 
storing  more  heat,  whereas  lead  is  one  of  the  poorer 
reservoirs  of  heat  energy  for  a  given  rise  in  tempera- 
ture. 

From  the  above  discussion  it  is  readily  seen  that 
temperature  is  an  indicator  of  the  physical  effect  of 
heat  rather  than  a  quantitative  means  of  heat  meas- 
urement. In  the  strictest  sense,  then,  the  word  heat 
is  used  to  denote  that  something  which  the  hot  lead 
in  the  above  illustration  communicated  to  the  cold 
water  when  the  hot  lead  lost  97  deg.  in  temperature 
and  the  cold  water  was  raised  in  temperature  to  3 
deg.  C.  Temperature  on  the  other  hand  is  a  definite 
quality  of  matter,  varying  generally  in  any  particu- 
lar piece  of  matter  when  heat  is  communicated  to  it 
or  taken  from  it,  although  we  shall  find  some  most 
important  exceptions  in  which  large  quantities  of 
heat  may  be  added  to  a  substance  or  taken  therefrom 
without  affecting  the  temperature  in  the  slightest 
degree. 

Next,  then,  in  order  that  we  may  talk  intelli- 
gently regarding  "quantity  of  heat"  and  "tempera- 
ture," it  is  necessary  that  we  give  at  once  the  units 
in  which  we  are  to  measure  "quantity  of  heat"  and 
"temperature." 

In  casting  about  for  some  physical  substance  to 
use  in  our  definitions,  almost  any  substance  might 
have  been  selected,  but  as  water  is  so  widely  distrib- 
uted throughout  the  globe  and  can  be  secured  com- 
paratively easily  in  a  pure  state,  scientists  and  engi- 
neers have  made  use  of  it  for  their  unit  definitions. 

That  amount  of  heat  which  is  required  to  raise 
one  pound  of  water  from  62  deg.  F.  to  63  deg.  F. 
is  called  one  British  thermal  unit,  or  one  B.t.u.,  and 
is  universally  used  as  the  heat  unit  by  American  and 
British  engineers.  On  the  other  hand,  that  amount 
of  heat  which  is  required  to  raise  one  kilogram  of 
v/ater  from  15  deg.  C.  to  16  deg.  C.  is  called  one  calorie, 
and  is  universally  used  by  scientists,  and  is  being  more 
and  more  used  among  engineers. 

A¥e  find  by  proper  substitutions  and  calculations 
that 

1  B.t.u.  =  0.252  Calorie. 
1  Calorie  =  3.97  B.t.u. 

In  the  matter  of  temperature  measurement  three 
separate  systems  are  in  vogue  and  are  the  Fahrenheit, 
Centigrade  and  Reaumur.  The  first  mentioned  scale 
indicates  the  freezing  point  of  water  at  32  deg.  F. 
and  the  boiling  point  at  212  deg.  F.,  the  second  at 
0  deg.  C.  and  100  deg.  C.  and  the  third  0  deg.  R.  and 
80  deg.  R.,  respectively.  It  is  most  unfortunate  that 
the  three  separate  scales  should  have  attained  such  a 
hold  upon  the   engineering  and   scientific   world   that 


September  2,  1911.] 


JOURNAL    OF    ELECTRICITY,    POWER    AND    GAS 


209 


we  should  thus  be  compelled  to  be  able  to  readily  con- 
vert any  one  scale  into  units  of  the  other. 

The  Fahrenheit  scale  although  more  cumber- 
some than  the  Centigrade  is  used  almost  entirely  in 
engineering  practice,  while  the  Centigrade  is  used  in 
scientific  works  and  by  engineers  on  the  continent. 
The  Reaumur  is  used  in  Russia  and  in  distilleries  and 
breweries. 

In  Fig.  1  will  be  found  a  diagrammatic  representa- 
tion of  the  three  scales  and  their  respective  numerical 
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Fig.   1. 

values  at  the  two  common  points  of  calibration, 
namely :  the  freezing  and  boiling  points  of  water.  For 
strictly  accurate  transformation  of  the  one  to  the  other, 
however,  we  should  deduce  exact  equations,  so  that 
any  temperature  on  one  scale  can  be  quickly  and  accu- 
rately computed  on  the  other.  We  shall,  then  proceed 
to  deduce  definite  algebraic  relationships  of  the  one 
with  the  other. 

Among  the  ancient  Greeks,  Euclid  proved  that  if 
we  have  a  triangle  as  shown  in  Fig.  2  with  a  line  CE 


A 


Fig   2. 


'h-awn  parallel  to  BD  then  the  length  CE  would  be 
to  BD  as  AE  is  to  AD  or  algebraically  speaking: 

AE     CE 

AD     BD 

Turning  our  attention  now  to  Fig.  3  we  have  the 
same  figure,  only  a  little  bit  disguised. 

Let  us  suppose  we  have  two  points  A  and  B, 
fixed  in  the  plane  of  the  paper  and  that  these  points 
measure  yi  and  yj  units  from  the  line  X  X    and  xi 


J( 


Fig.  3 

and  x=  units  from  the  line  Y  Y  .  Since  these  points 
are  permanently  fixed,  the  line  A  C  B  is  permanently 
fixed,  as  two  fixed  points  determine  a  line.  Now  let 
us  take  any  point  on  the  line  A  B  such  as  C.  Evi- 
dently, at  any  given  position  it  will  measure  y  units 
from  the  line  X  X ,  and  x  units  from  the  line  Y  Y , 
and  consequently  under  any  given  definite  conditions 
its  position  is  fixed.     Looking  at  the  figure  we  have 

CE  =  y  —  yi    BD  =  y:  —  yi 
AE  ^  X  —  xi    AD  =  X2  —  xi 

or  substituting,  we  have 

AE         CE  y  —  yi        x  —  x* 

^^K = ,     or  = . 

^^^AD        BD         y^  — y>       x=  — x. 

Returning  now  to  our  temperature  scales  let  us 
derive  a  relationship  between  the  Fahrenheit  and  Cen- 
tigrade scales.    We  have  two  definite  given  conditions. 

At  freezing  point  of  water  xi  =  32  deg.  on  Fahren- 
heit, which  corresponds  to  yi  ^  0  deg.  on  Centigrade. 

Also  at  boiling  point  of  water  x^  =  212  deg.  Fah- 
renheit, which  corresponds  to  y^  ^  100  deg.  on  Cen- 
tigrade. And  in  general  let  x  ^  F  on  the  Fahrenheit 
scale  correspond  to  y  ^  C  on  the  Centigrade  scale. 
Substituting  we  have 

x  —  xi      y  —  yi         F  —  32        C  —  O 
= or  = 

x._x.     y^  — yi        212  —  32     100  —  0 

or  100  F  — 3200=180  C. 

F  =  9/5C-f  32   (1) 

The  student  can  similarly  by  proper  substitutions 
derive  a  relationship  between  each  of  the  other  two 
possible  combinations  and  find 

C  =  5/4  R  (21 

R  =  4/9(F  — 32)   (3) 

A  simple  but  extremely  accurate  graphical  method 
of  computing  corresponding  numbers  on  the  three  tem- 
perature scales  is  very  easily  accomplished  as  follows : 
Take  an  ordinary  piece  of  plotting  paper  as  shown  in 
Fig.  4.  Lay  off  Fahrenheit  units  on  the  lower  horizon- 
tal line,  allowing  2  units  per  degree  or  10  units  for  20° 
F.  Along  the  left  hand  vertical  column  lay  off  the 
centigrade  scale  with  one  unit  per  degree  centigrade. 
If  ordinary  temperatures  are  to  be  measured,  it  is  con- 
venient to  begin  in  the  lower  left  hand  corner  with  — 40 
as  both  readings  of  Fahrenheit  and  Centigrade  scales 
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are  numerically  equal  at  this  point.  Next  plat  the 
boiling  point  of  212°  F  corresponding  to  100°  C  and 
draw  the  line  and  instantly  relationships  are  obtained 
for  any  other  corresponding  temperatures.    The  Reau- 
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ENGINEERING  OPPORTUNITIES  WITH  FOR- 
EIGN NEIGHBORS. 

Our  immediate  neighbors  to  the  north  and  south 
are  presenting  ever  broadening  opportunities  for  engi- 
neering  enterprise.      The   unexcelled    increase   in    ex- 
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Fig.     4. 

mur  scale  is  next  very  easily  added  on  the  right  hand 
vertical  column.  Begin  its  zero  point  corresponding 
to  the  zero  horizontal  line  on  the  centigrade  scale  and 
its  80  degree  point  corresponding  to  the  100  degree 
point  on  the  centigrade  scale.  Each  series  of  10  units 
on  the  paper  will  be  found  to  correspond  to  16  degrees 
Reaumur  scale  measurement.  Smaller  units  are 
quickly  interpolated  and  added  to  the  scale.  Should 
high  tem'peratures  be  necessary  for  transformation  any 
two  points  can  be  chosen  instead  of  the  freezing  and 
boiling  points  in  order  to  draw  the  straight  line  ob- 
tained above  and  the  same  accurate  result  obtained 
over  the  new  range  of  temperature  desired. 

The  following  are  a  few  useful  temperatures  cor- 
responding to  the  Fahrenheit  scale  and  can  be  easily 
checked  from  the  formulas  given  above. 

TABLE   I. 
COMPARISON  OF  THERMOMETER  SCALES. 

Fahrenheit.   Centigrarle.  Reaumur. 


Absolute    zero 


Freezing   point    

Maximum   density   of   water 


Boiling  point 


-460.66 
0. 

10. 

20. 

30. 

32. 

39.1 

50. 

75. 
100. 
200. 
212. 
250. 
300. 
350. 


-273.70 

—17.77 

—12 .  23 

—6.67 

—1.11 

0. 

3.94 

10. 

23.89 

37.78 

93.34 

100. 

121.11 

148.89 

176.67 


-218 

—14 

— 9 

—5 

— 0 

0 

3 

8 

19 

30 

74 

80 

96 

119 

141 


96 

22 

.77 

.33 


.15 

ill 
.22 
.66 


.11 
.33 
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Fig.  1.  Steepness 
Increase  of  Imports 
Country  Shown. 


of     Individual     Line 

Into    Chile    for    Each    Particular 


I910 

Represents 


ports  to  them  from  our  Pacific  Coast  cities  give  a  very 
striking  illustration.  Let  us  take  Chile  as  an  ex- 
ample. 

The  United  States  has  been  making  substantial 
gains  in  nearly  every  division,  with  exceptionally  large 


fOO 
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THERMOTWISTERS. 

1.  The  normal  temperature  of  the  human  body  is  98.6°  F. 
Express  in  Centigrade  and  Reaumur  degrees. 

2.  Compute  by  equations  given  above  at  what  tempera- 
ture the  Fahrenheit  and  Centigrade  scales  read  alike.  Similarly 
for  the   Fahrenheit   and   Reaumur  scales. 

3.  Given  that  y  ^  mx  -|-  b  is  an  equation  which  represents 
in  general  the  three  thermometer  scales  in  which  y  or  x  can  be 
either  F,  C,  or  R.  Compute  the  two  constants  m  and  b  by  sub- 
stituting corresponding  values  on  scales  for  boiling  and  freez- 
ing point  of  water  and  thus  deduce  for  yourself  the  three 
equations    above. 


1808 

Fig.  2.  Steepness  of  Individual  Line  Represents 
Increase  of  Oil  Imports  Into  Chile  for  Each  Particular 
Country   Shown. 

increases  for  mineral  products,  oils,  coal,  and  machin- 
ery. The  heavy  increase  in  mineral  products  is  prin- 
cipally in  steel,  bars,  rods,  plates,  structural  shapes 
and  angles,  while  under  the  head  of  oils  and  coal, 
the  greater  gains  were  in  kerosene,  paints,  oils,  and 
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crude  petroleum  for  fuel.  The  imports  of  American 
machinery  show  a  substantial  gain,  while  the  United 
Kingdom  and  Germany  show  a  decrease. 

The  following  table  shows  the  total  imports,  by 
classes,  into  Chile  for  the  past  three  years  and  the 
share  of  the  United  States,  United  Kingdom,  Germany, 
and  France  in  that  trade : 
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Fig.  3.  Steepness  of  Individual  Line  Represents 
Increase  of  Machinery  Into  Chile  for  Each  Particular 
Country  Shown. 


Mineral  products  cover  iron  and  steel  bars,  plates, 
products  include  fruits,   grains,   lumber,  tobacco,   etc. 

Other  countries  participating  in  the  imports  into 
rods,  cement,  building  hardware,  etc.,  and  vegetable 
Chile  to  any  degree  were :  Argentina,  $5,477,808,  of 
which  $5,242,138  were  animal  products;  Peru,  $5,445,- 
989,  made  up  principally  of  vegetable  products  and 


oils  and  coal;  India,  $4,018,250,  of  which  $3,671,269 
were  textiles;  Italy,  $3,227,853;  Australia,  $2,720,656; 
Belgium,  $2,464,941;  Spain,  $1,349,700;  all  other  coun- 
tries, $2,904,644. 

Several  hydroelectric  power  plants  are  being  con- 
structed, principally  by  German  interests.  So  far  as 
known  there  is  but  one  plant  in  the  country  owned  by 
American  interests,  and  that  is  connected  with  the 
Braden  Copper  Co.  near  Rancagua,  Chile. 

German  interests  control  a  large  proportion  of  the 
electrical  plants  of  the  country  and  are  reaching  out 
for  the  most  available  sites  for  hydroelectric  plants.  A 
German  company  secured  a  concession  last  year  for 
the  location  of  a  water  power  plant  on  the  Aconcague 
River  above  Valparaiso  with  a  view  to  supplying  power 
and  light  to  the  region  above  and  about  this  city. 
They  so  dominate  this  business  that  it  is  difficult  to 
introduce  anything  but  German  electrical  machinery 
and  supplies.  It  will  take  some  hard  work  to  get 
back  what  American  interests  have  let  slip  from  them 
in  this  line,  and  it  would  be  well  for  American  manu- 
facturers in  other  lines  to  take  notice  and  see  that 
other  interests  are  not  handicapped  in  a  similar  way, 
for  German  manufacturers  are  after  business  in  Chile  in 
earnest  and  every  possible  effort  is  made  to  capture  the 
whole  trade. 

A  careful  analysis  of  the  consular  report  above 
gives  some  interesting  notes,  however,  and  shows  that 
at  least  our  American  engineers  are  wideawake  to  the 
growing  opportunities  on  the  Pacific.  Oil  and  ma- 
chinery represent  typical  engineering  products.  Below 
is  a  table  showing  the  relative  increase  of  American 
influence  in  these  matters.  Figs.  1,  2  and  3  are  inter- 
esting. The  steepness  of  each  curve  represents  the 
rate  of  increase  of  each  country  in  the  commerce  of 
Chile  for  the  past  three  years.  In  every  case  American 
influence  is  seen  to  be  rapidly  gaining.  In  fact  gain- 
ing at  such  a  rapid  rate  that  before  many  years  the 
predominating  English  and  German  influences  must 
give  way. 


Class.  Year.         Total. 

Animal   products    1908  $6,786,839 

1909  10,065,394 

1910  9  272  578 
Vegetable  products  1908  8',54o',045 

1909  10,508,948 

1910  11,797,492 
Mineral    products     1908  17,020,090 

1909  16,845,468 

1910  18,822,566 
Textiles 1908  20,407,329 

1909  23,090,729 

1910  29,114,560 
Oils,  coal,  etc 1908  16,990,077 

1909  16,532,359 

1910  18,777,322 
Paper,   etc 1908  2,808,331 

1909  2,537,925 

1910  3,354,888 
Wines   and   liquors    1908  1,883,792 

1909  1,956,006 

1910  2,582,401 
Chemicals,    perfumery,    etc.    .  .    1908  1,983,176 

1909  2,016,405 

1910  2,325,534 
Machinery 1908  19,336.529 

1909  10,174,882 

1910  9,508,683 
Arms,    etc 1908  633,148 

1909  828,316 

1910  1,598,489 
All  other  1908  813,604 

1909  842,967 

1910  1,472,675 

Totals 1908  97,202,960 

1909  95,399,399 

1910  108,627,188 


United 
States. 

$545,312 

431,261 

568,771 

1,212,894 

1,299,001 

1,318,763 

822,594 

1,495,919 

2,431,407 

531,273 

744,498 

817,003 

1,961,432 

3,332,720 

4,147,655 

796,036 

485,079 

769,072 

13,185 

8,236 

18,222 

207,722 

232,282 

298,628 

2,502,349 

1,396,477 

2,724,965 

62,408 

96,104 

215,470 

42,084 

79,507 

59.818 


United 
Kingdom. 

$741,848 

678,632 

753,683 

1,654,475 

1,493,931 

1,676,703 

6,456,157 

6,185,639 

5,962,177 

8,208,927 

10,412,753 

12,156,918 

5,949,173 

7,365,206 

8,691,669 

349,563 

311,778 

407,458 

467,781 

466,306 

596,567 

420,964 

479,511 

613,639 

6,014,590 

3,987,823 

2,739,225 

226,818 

292,488 

504,800 

140,513 

168,679 

237,734 


Germany.  France. 


$685,020 

738,969 

689,618 

1,570,225 

1,i04,3:j3 

1,911,614 

6,396,493 

6,365,454 

7,507,759 

5,739,650 

5,512,716 

7,486,407 

1,013,519 

864,816 

1,037,557 

1,275,474 

1,352,571 

1,745,651 

265,1279 

234,964 

348,751 

887,006 

817,347 

847,966 

9,068,898 

4,122,729 

3,266,020 

285,081 

352,253 

7612,941 

369,139 

369,899 

691,787 


$489,184 
776,459 
943,142 
302,939 

4U_,Ho.. 

449,857 

556,179 

780,878 

872,036 

1,507,694 

2,214,088 

?2,637,177 

48,795 

34,837 

78,243 

110,307 

118,615 

118,991 

540,985 

613,728 

772,756 

358,547 

353,295 

394,625 

283,234 

196,098 

310,967 

13,212 

10,685 

27,021 

144,769 

161,849 

406,114 
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8,697,289  30,630,809  27,555,784   4.355,849 

9,601,084   31,842,746   22,436,041   5,663,495 

13,369,774  34,340,573   26,296,071   7,010,929 
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The  last  decade  has  witnessed  such  startHng  ad- 
vances in  the  use  of  crude  petroleum  due  to  its  prac- 
tically unlimited  natural  supply  on 
Crude  the   coast   we    can   hardly    realize 

Petroleum  what    the    immediate    future    may 

still  have  in  store  for  this  great  in- 
dustry. Recent  unofficial  reports  show  that  the  pro- 
duction during  the  first  six  months  of  the  present  year 
was  beyond  the  37,000,000  barrel  mark.  No  less  inter- 
esting is  the  compilation  of  statistics  which  show, 
also,  that  in  spite  of  the  low  market  price  of  oil,  divi- 
dends for  July  amounted  to  the  total  of  $693,038.56. 
It  is  also  stated  that  in  addition  to  this  amount  there 
are  a  number  of  large  producers  that  paid  dividends; 
but  declined  to  make  public  announcement. 

Last  season  witnessed  one  of  the  greatest  forest 
fires  in  the  history  of  our  national  forests.  Careful 
investigation  has  shown  that  while  some  of  these  fires 
had  their  incipiency  in  the  careless  handling  of  camp- 
fires  and  the  like,  by  far  the  greater  portion  were 
started  by  sparks  from  the  coal  and  wood  used  in  the 
heavy  railroad  traffic  over  the  mountain  passes. 
Further  investigation  on  the  part  of  the  forestry  of- 
ficials has  led  them  to  the  conclusion  that  the  use  of 
oil  in  locomotives  is  practically  the  only  means  of 
safe-guarding  our  national  forests  during  an  exceed- 
ingly dry  season  such  as  last  year.  The  great  trans- 
continental railroads  of  the  northwest  are  giving  the 
subject  of  fuel  and  power  supply  the  deepest  thought 
and  consideration.  It  will  not  be  at  all  surprising  if 
within  the  near  future  a  remarkable  change  will  be 
undertaken,  namely  the  electrification  of  the  mountain 
passes  and  tunnels  where  practicable  and  when  im- 
practicable the  entire  use  of  oil  as  a  fuel. 

Much  study  and  investigation  is  still  being  con- 
centrated on  the  use  of  internal  combustion  engines. 
The  great  saving  of  this  form  of  power  development  in 
Marine  engineering  is  unlimited.  The  oils  of  the  coast 
are  even  now  being  shipped  by  sea  to  all  parts  of  the 
globe.  The  Panama  canal  and  the  still  further  de- 
velopment of  internally  fired  engines  for  marine  service 
certainly  give  a  golden  tinge  to  the  great  oil  industry 
of  the  coast. 


The  theoretical  side  of  engineering  is  difficult  to 

grasp.     Each  year  there  are  dropped  from  our  tech- 

p  .  ,  nical  schools  hundreds  of  engineer- 

.       ,.   J  ingf  students  who  do  not  and  seem- 

Applied 


Thermodynamics 


ingly  cannot  grasp  the  great  fun- 


damental principles.  If  this  is  true 
of  those  attempting  to  gain  knowledge  where  every 
facility  is  ofifered,  how  difficult  it  must  be  for  that 
great  class  of  young  men  who,  though  longing  for 
an  opportunity  to  gain  knowledge,  are  through  mis- 
fortune unable  to  attend  our  great  technical  schools. 

The  study  of  Thermodynamics  is  imperative  if 
one  desires  to  master  the  fundamentals  of  the  steam 
engine,   the  gas   engine,  the  air  compressor,   and  the 
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many  other  practical  applications  in  which  the  trans- 
ference of  heat  quantities  is  made  use  of. 

The  subject  as  usually  presented,  requires  the 
use  of  the  calculus.  This  is  undoubtedly  necessary 
for  the  fullest  investigation.  But  the  young  man  de- 
nied the  opportunities  of  higher  education  may  accom- 
plish much  without  it,  for  many  engineers  testify  that 
they  have  absorbed  more  real  theory  and  practical 
knowledge  from  the  steam  tables  and  the  excellent 
explanatory  data  given  in  the  trade  publications  than 
from  the  severe  mathematical  treatises  on  the  subject. 

Elsewhere  in  these  columns  will  be  found  the  be- 
ginning of  a  course  of  lectures  entitled,  A  Primer  on 
Thermodynamics.  The  subject  will  be  attacked  from 
the  practical  man's  point  of  view  entirely.  The  use  of 
calculus  will  be  avoided  wherever  possible.  The  order 
of  procedure  will  not  be  the  same  as  usually  under- 
taken. The  order  is  one,  however,  that  has  been 
tried  four  years  in  the  class  room  in  one  of  our  State 
Universities,  and  the  testimony  of  young  engineers 
now  out  in  the  field  of  struggle  who  received  the 
course  in  the  order  that  will  be  followed  in  this 
series  of  lectures,  strengthens  the  author  in  his  belief 
that,  for  western  engineers  at  least,  it  is  superior. 

As  set  forth  in  the  title  of  this  series,  only  a 
beginning  can  be  accomplished  in  this  great  study. 
About  us,  we  see  thousands  of  young  engineers  yearn- 
ing for  better  and  higher  things.  We  see  others  in 
the  allied  professions  who  would  like  to  grasp  the 
fundamentals  of  Thermodynamics  but  have  not  the 
time  to  go  to  its  depths,  even  though  thoroughly 
trained  in  the  use  of  higher  mathematics.  It  is  these 
two  classes  the  Journal  hopes  to  reach.  The  Journal 
feels  that  its  mission  is  to  be  of  some  valuable  assist- 
ance in  spreading  the  truth  in  engineering.  If  this 
series  of  articles  accomplishes  this  result  in  the  slight- 
est degree — yes — even  if  it  succeeds  in  one  single 
instance  in  helping  some  worthy  young  man  to  better 
himself  in  life,  to  feel  a  deeper,  broader  responsibility 
in  his  profession,  we  shall  feel  our  efforts  have  not 
been  in  vain. 


The  country  of  the  Aztecs  and  the  country  of  the 

ucas  as  set  forth  in  the  conquest  of  Mexico  and  the 

U      .  .  J      conquest   of   Peru   have   ever  held 

_       .  the  American  boy  spell-bound  with 

.,  .   LL  the  gorgeous  descriptions  of  these 

INeighbors  .  .... 

ancient  civilizations.  Ihe  ever- 
living  memory  of  Cortez  and  Pizarro  resplendent  in 
their  victorious  conquests  has  done  much  in  awaken- 
ing the  constructive  imagination  of  the  American  en- 
gineer in  embryo.  The  strife  and  turmoil  of  our  near 
neighbors  to  the  south  have  had  a  strong  influence, 
however,  in  killing  the  immediate  application  of  many 
of  these  constructive  dreams.  So  long  as  the  ques- 
tion of  political  supremacy  is  decided  by  the  sword, 
so  long  will  the  true  commercial  greatness  of  a  coun- 
try be  dormant. 

Our  own  country  has  been  undergoing  such  a  tre- 
mendous internal  growth  in  recent  years,  its  citizens 
have  hardly  had  time  to  consider  the  engineering  con- 


quests in  the  sister  republics  to  the  south  even  now 
awaiting  the  triumphal  entry  of  our  engineers. 

Long  since  have  our  American  engineers  realized 
and  taken  advantage  of  the  opportunities  in  western 
Canada  and  to  a  large  extent  in  Mexico.  By  casual  in- 
quiries in  British  Columbia  and  Mexico  in  regard  to  the 
designers  and  constructors  of  the  present  great  elec- 
tiical  development  in  those  countries,  it  will  be  found 
that  they  are  engineers  from  the  United  States.  It  is 
flattering  to  the  West  to  know,  too,  that  Western 
engineers  have  almost  entirely  monopolized  this  work. 

A  new  and  almost  unlimited  field  of  opportunity 
now  presents  itself.  The  South  American  republics 
are  just  awakening  to  a  sense  of  their  commercial  im- 
portance. Strife  and  discord  are  being  laid  aside,  and 
the  sword  transformed  into  the  plough-share,  thereby 
accomplishing  wonderful  results. 

Especially  is  this  awakening  being  felt  in  the 
countries  bordering  on  the  Pacific.  The  nearness  of 
the  completion  of  the  Panama  Canal  project  has  set 
the  commercial  activities  of  these  countries  fairly 
a-whirl. 

Eleswhere  in  these  columns  will  be  found  a  con- 
sular report  of  the  commercial  activity  in  Chile,  which 
is  a  typical  example  of  the  activity  shown  in  the  other 
Latin-American  countries  of  the  Pacific.  It  is  seen 
that  in  the  year  1908  an  immense  impetus  was  here 
received  in  the  way  of  imports  of  machinery  and  the 
like,  which  immediately  followed  the  realization  of  the 
Panama  Canal  opportunities  for  Chile.  In  the  United 
States  our  engineers  were  so  engrossed  with  gigantic 
internal  development  that  as  in  all  previous  years, 
this  foreign  neighbor  was  almost  overlooked. 

What  was  the  result? 

Wide-awake  German  enterprise  corralled  almost 
the  entire  machinery  import.  The  wonderful  hydro- 
electric prospects  were  gobbled  up  and  a  firm  hold 
secured  on  the  commercial  future  of  the  country. 
Although  the  total  imports  into  this  country  in  the 
way  of  machinery  have  been  less  in  the  succeeding 
two  years,  yet  it  is  surprising  how  wide-awake  Amer- 
ican enterprise  has  became  to  opportunities  lost  and 
efforts  to  secure  now  what  should  have  been  ours  from 
the  first. 

In  the  article  referred  to  are  shown  charts  indi- 
cating the  percentage  of  increase  or  decrease  of  im- 
ports in  Chile  each  year  since  1908.  The  steepness  of 
the  line  for  the  particular  case  shown  indicates  the 
proportionate  increase  or  decrease.  The  line  for  ma- 
chinery imported  from  America  shows  a  wonderful 
vitality.  In  every  instance  the  American  increase  is 
far  superior  to  our  foreign  competitors. 

Let  us  awake  to  our  natural  birth  right,  ^^^estern 
engineers  with  headquarters  in  our  Pacific  coast  cities 
should  never  again  allow  a  foreign  engineering  foot- 
hold in  the  AVestern  Hemisphere.  A  hundred  years 
ago  our  forefathers  sprung  the  Monroe  Doctrine  as  to 
Ameican  politics.  Let  us  extend  the  Doctrine  to 
engineering  enterprise.  The  conquest  this  time  will 
not  come  by  threats  of  forcing  to  arms,  however,  but 
by  keen,  alert,  American  brains  and  figures.  Let  us 
oil  up  the  "slide-rules." 
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PERSONALS. 

A.  C.  Balch,  of  tlie  Pacific  Light  and  Power  Company  of 
Los  Angeles,  was  a  recent  San  Francisco  visitor. 

R.  S.  Buck,  of  Sanderson  &  Porter,  of  New  York,  is  in 
tlie  Pacific  Northwest  on  engineering  business. 

C.  C.  Hlllis,  Pacific  Coast  Manager  for  the  Electric  Ap- 
pliance Co.,  has  returned  from  the  Electrical  Jobbers'  Con- 
vention at   Saratoga,   N.   Y. 

B.  V.  D.  Johnson,  general  manager  of  the  Northern  Cali- 
fornia Power  Company,  has  returned  to  Redding  after  visit- 
ing the  company's  San  Francisco  office. 

C.  O.  Poole,  of  Manifold  &  Poole,  arrived  at  San  Fran- 
cisco from  Los  Angeles  last  Thursday  on  important  electrical 
engineering  business  connected  with  hydroelectric  power 
transmissions. 

Ben  D.  Moses  has  accepted  the  position  of  instructor  in 
Mechanical  Engineering  at  the  University  of  California.  Mr. 
Moses  will  assist  Jos.  LeConte,  hydraulic  expert,  in  his  Uni- 
versity work. 

Sydney  Sprout,  electrical  engineer  for  the  Siskiyou  Light 
and  Power  Company,  which  has  just  purchased  the  Rogue 
River  Electric  Power  Companys  holdings  in  Southern  Oregon, 
has  returned  to  the  scene  of  operations  in  Siskiyou  County 
after  spending  several  days  at  his  San  Francisco  office. 

Robert  Mather  of  New  York,  who  is  chairman  of  the 
board  of  directors  of  the  Westinghouse  Electric  and  Manufac- 
turing Company,  arrived  at  San  F'rancisco  last  week  in  his 
private  car  on  a  tour  of  the  Pacific  Coast.  He  will  inspect 
his  mining  properties  in  Trinity  County  before  leaving  Cali- 
fornia. 

Delos  A.  Chappell  of  Denver,  who  is  at  the  head  of  the 
Nevada-California  Power  Company,  and  is  interested  in  the 
Pacific  Power  Company,  spent  the  past  week  at  San  Francisco 
conferring  with  his  engineers  in  connection  with  the  proposed 
250  mile  extension  of  the  former  company's  transmission 
lines  into  Southern  California. 

W.  McGlashan  has  assumed  charge  of  the  new  office  of 
the  water  division  of  the  United  States  Geological  Survey  at 
San  Francisco,  which  has  taken  the  place  of  the  two  offices 
formerly  maintained  at  Sacramento  and  Los  Angeles.  Prepa- 
rations are  being  made  for  surveys  of  the  water  supply  in  all 
of  the  streams  in  the  Sacramento  Valley. 

Arthur  P.  Davis,  chief  engineer  of  the  U.  S.  Reclamation 
Service,  J.  R.  Freeman,  consulting  hydraulic  engineer,  F.  G. 
Baum,  consulting  engineer  and  J.  H.  Wise,  assistant  general 
manager  of  the  Pacific  Gas  &  Electric  Co.,  recently  made  a 
trip  to  the  mammoth  Spaulding  damslte  of  the  Pacific  Gas 
&  Electric  Co.  A  careful  study  of  the  foundation  for  the 
275  ft.  concrete  dam  is  being  made  possible  by  means  of 
diamond  drills. 

Gano  Dunn,  who  for  some  years  has  been  first  vice-presi- 
dent, chief-engineer  and  a  director  of  the  Crocker-Wheeler 
Company,  has  resigned  from  that  company  in  order  to  accept 
an  important  engineering  and  executive  position.  Mr.  Dunn 
will  sail  shortly  for  Europe  to  attend,  as  President  of  the 
American  Institute  of  Electrical  Engineers,  the  meeting  dur- 
ing the  Turin  Exposition  of  the  International  Electrotechnical 
Commission,  to  be  held  on  September  7th,  8th  and  9th,  and 
also  the  following  meeting  of  the  International  Electrical 
Congress. 

S.  B.  Charters,  professor  of  electrical  engineering  at  Stan- 
ford University,  has  been  elected  chairman  of  the  San  Fran- 
cisco Section  of  the  American  Institute  of  Electrical  En- 
gineers. The  other  members  of  the  executive  committee  are: 
H.  A.  Lardner,  Pacific  Coast  manager  for  J.  G.  White  &  Co.; 
F.  F.  Barbour,  assistant  to  president  Pacific  Gas  &  Electric 
Co.,  H.  W.  Crozier  of  the  Pacific  Coast  office  of  Sanderson 
&  Porter  and  A.  H.  Halloran,  managing  editor  of  the  Journal 
of  Electricity,  Power  and  Gas,  succeeding  W,  A.  Hillebrand 


who  has  resigned  to  become  professor  of  electrical  en- 
gineering at  the  University  of  Oregon,  Allen  G.  Jones  is  sec- 
retary. 


ELECTRICAL  CONTRACTORS'   NOTES. 

Wm.  Turner,  an  electrical  contractor  of  San  Francisco, 
recently  spent  a  few  days  at  Sacramento  looking  after  his  in- 
terests there. 

The  Pacific  Fire  Extinguisher  Company  have  been 
awarded  the  wiring  on  the  Bankers'  Investment  Building; 
contract  price,  $8500. 

Frank  Somers  of  the  Century  Electric  Company  of  San 
Jose  was  at  San  Francisco  last  week  with  the  Fraternal  Order 
of  Eagles  in  convention. 

The  San  Francisco  Electrical  Works,  H.  P.  Thayer,  man- 
ager, is  finishing  up  a  large  contract  for  wiring  and  electric 
motor  installation  at  the  D.  Ghiradelli  Company's  chocolate 
factory  on  North  Point  street. 

The  Metropolitan  Electrical  Construction  Company  has 
just  completed  a  big  wiring  contract  on  the  New  John  Cort 
Theater  on  Ellis  street.  This  firm  is  also  doing  the  wiring 
for  the  new  Alcazar  Theater  on  O'Farrell  street  and  the  new 
Pantages  Theater  on  Market  street.  C.  S.  Phillips  acted  as 
illuminating  engineer  in  designing  the  lighting  installations. 

Arthur  Uglow,  who  was  formerly  connected  with  the 
Savoy  Theater,  is  chief  electrician  at  the  new  John  Cort  The- 
ater on  Ellis  street,  which  will  have  its  opening  Saturday, 
September  2.  The  electrical  illumination  of  the  house  is  on 
a  magnificent  scale,  the  indirect  system  of  incandescent  light- 
ing having  been  adopted.  Nearly  six  thousand  lamps  are 
used,  there  being  more  than  one  thousand  concealed  lights 
on  the  front  of  the  building. 


TRADE   NOTES. 

The  General  Electric  Company  has  sold  to  the  Pacific 
Gas  and  Electric  Company  for  use  with  its  additional  Curtis 
turbine  generating  set,  one  C.  C.  4,  125  kw.,  2400  r.p.m.,  125  v., 
shunt  wound  Curtis  turbine  exciter  unit.  To  the  Yuba  Con- 
struction Company  the  following  gold  dredge  equipment  has 
been  sold:  One  200  h.p.  dredging  motor;  one  30  h.p.  winch 
motor;  one  100  h.p.,  one  50  h.p.  and  one  30  h.p.  pump  motor; 
one  40  h.p.  screen  motor;  one  50  h.p.  stacker  motor;  one 
25  h.p.  monitor  pumping  motor;  one  2  h.p.  tool  motor;  two 
5  k.v.a.  transformers,  and  a  switchboard. 

Hunt,  Mirk  &  Co.  have  sold  to  the  Pacific  Gas  and  Elec- 
tric Company  a  Worthington  surface  condenser  equipment 
of  25,000  square  feet,  with  a  40,000  gallon  Byron  Jackson 
centrifugal  circulating  pump  to  be  direct  connected;  Ameri- 
can Ball  angle  compound  engine  for  use  in  connection  with 
the  12,000  kw.  Curtis  turbine  generating  set  that  is  to  be  in- 
stalled in  Station  C  at  Oakland.  Also,  to  the  San  Francisco 
Gas  and  Electric  Company,  for  installation  at  Station  A,  San 
Francisco,  a  25,000  square-foot  Worthington  surface  con- 
denser for  use  with  the  new  15,000  kw.  Curtis  turbine  which  is 
being  built. 

Work  is  to  be  begun  within  a  month  on  the  new  assembling 
plant  of  the  Westinghouse  Company  in  Emeryville,  at  Park 
avenue  and  Halleck  street.  S.  G.  Down,  Pacific  Coast  en- 
gineer for  the  company,  now  in  charge  of  the  San  Francisco 
office  at  the  Pacific  Building,  is  awaiting  the  final  detailed 
plans  and  orders  to  begin  work.  It  is  expected  that  more 
than  100  electricians  will  be  employed  in  the  new  shops, 
where  all  classes  of  electrical  goods  manufactured  by  the 
Westinghouse  Company  will  be  manufactured  for  market. 
This  is  to  be  the  distributing  point  for  the  Western  territory 
and  the  Orient.  Twenty  electrical  experts  are  being  sent 
out  from  the  home  plant  at  Pittsburg  to  superintend  the 
establishment  of  the  new  plant. 
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14000   K.V.A.   TRANSFORMERS. 

About  two  years  ago  the  General  Electric  Company 
shipped  to  the  Great  Western  Power  Company,  a  number  of 
10,000  k.v.a.  transformers,  these  units  being  the  largest  manu- 
factured at  that  time.  Since  the  installation  of  these  units, 
other  operating  companies  have  followed  the  example  set 
by  the  Great  Western  Power  Company  and,  at  the  present 
time,  quite  a  number  of  transformers  of  this  exceptionally 
large   capacity   are  in   operation   at  various   places. 

Still  larger  units  and,  in  fact,  the  largest  transformers 
by  far  ever  constructed,  have  recently  been  shipped  by  the 
General  Electric  Company  to  the  Shawinigan  Power  Company, 


1.     14,000    k.v.a.    Transformer    for    Shawinigan 
Power   Company. 

at  Shawinigan  Falls,  Canada.  This  shipment  included  four 
three-phase  water  cooled  units  designed  for  operation  at  a 
frequency  of  60  cycles,  two  of  them  having  a  normal  load 
capacity  of  14,000  k.v.a.  and  the  remaining  two  of  12,500  k.v.a. 
The  14,000  k.v.a.  transformers  will  step  the  potential  up 
from  6600  volts  to  approximately  100,000  volts  for  long  dis- 
tance transmission  All  four  transformers  have  the  same 
overall  dimensions,  occupying  approximately  23  ft.  by  8%  ft. 
floor  space  and  being  18  ft.  from  the  floor  to  the  top  of  the 


Fig. 


Cooling  Coils  of  14,000  k.v.a.   Transformer. 


high  tension  terminals.  The  construction  is  exceedingly 
substantial,  practically  the  only  castings  are  the  base  and 
cover,  the  walls  of  the  tank  being  made  of  steel  plate  %  in. 
thick.  On  account  of  the  great  weights  necessarily  dealt 
with,  the   supporting  frame  work  of  the   coils   and   core  is 


built  up  of  heavy  "I"  beams,  the  general  appearance  of  the 
frames  closely  resembling  the  construction  used  in  large 
locomotive  frame  work. 

These  transformers  were  designed  to  withstand  a  high 
potential  test  of  270,000  volts  from  the  high  tension  winding 
to  all  other  parts.  Oil  filled  entrance  leads  are  employed  and 
these  also  were  subjected  to  this  high  tension  test.  Although 
the  striking  distance  of  this  test  voltage  in  clear  air  is 
nearly  2%  ft,  it  is  noteworthy  that,  when  applied  to  these 
transformers  after  dark  and  with  all  lights  turned  out,  no 
corona  was  visible. 

There  appears  to  be  no  practical  limit  in  the  design  of 
transmission  transformers  either  from  the  standpoint  of 
capacity  or  voltage,  as  both  of  these  conditions  are  limited 
by  other  features, — me  transmission  lines  being  the  limit 
for  potential  and  the  transportation  facilities  for  the  size 
of   the   units. 


TRADE   NOTES. 

The  Trumbull  Electric  Manufacturing  Co.  has  issued  the 
August  number  of  Trumbull  Cheer.  The  pamphlet  is  replete 
with  witty  sayings,  interspersed  with  Trumbull  Cutouts  and 
other  apparatus   handled   by  the  company. 

Proceedings  of  the  second  annual  convention  of  H.  M. 
Byllesby  &  Co.  and  affiliated  companies  have  recently  been 
published.  The  publication  is  replete  with  data  regarding 
this  energetic  company  and  many  interesting  technical 
papers  read  at  the  convention  are  printed.  The  book  con- 
tains over  four  hundred  pages. 

The  Federal  Telegraph  Company,  employing  the  Poulsen 
system,  has  been  handling  commercial  business  on  the  Pacific 
Coast  since  June  26th  of  this  year  between  San  Francisco, 
Los  Angeles,  San  Diego,  Stockton  and  Sacramento.  Com- 
mencing with  the  first  of  September  their  service  has  been 
extended  to  Portland,  Oregon  and  El  Paso  and  Fort  Worth, 
Texas,  with  immediate  plans  for  reaching  Kansas  City.  They 
are  handling  short  messages,  day  and  night  letters  at  two- 
thirds  the  price  charged  by  the  regular  telegraph  companies. 

Thirty-one  members  of  The  Buckeye  Electric  Company's 
sales  force  held  their  annual  sales  conference  at  Association 
Island  during  the  week  of  August  14th.  Accompanying  the 
party  were  the  wives  of  six  of  the  men  and  a  number  of 
guests  closely  associated  with  the  Buckeye  organization.  In 
summing  up  the  last  year's  business  and  outlining  future 
policies,  L.  P.  Sawyer,  general  manager  of  the  company,  ex- 
pressed complete  confidence  in  the  business  outlook  and 
mapped  out  a  program  of  aggressive  development  for  the 
coming  season. 

The  Crocker-Wheeler  Company  of  Ampere,  N.  J.  an- 
nounces the  opening  of  a  San  Francisco  office  in  the  First 
National  Bank  Building,  which  will  be  ready  for  business  on 
September  1st,  1911.  This  company  is  well  known  as  a  builder 
of  h'gh  grade  electrical  machinery  of  up-to-date  design,  and 
has  been  engaged  in  the  manufactui'e  of  electric  power  ma- 
chinery for  twenty-three  years.  The  company  ranks  as  one  of 
the  largest  electrical  manufactures  in  the  country  and  claims 
to  be  absolutely  independent  of  any  other  concern. 

Their  Eastern  business  has,  until  recently,  kept  their 
plant  fully  employed,  but  now,  having  increased  their  fa- 
cilities they  are  looking  for  a  larger  share  of  the  Coast 
business. 

The  San  Francisco  office  will  carry  a  full  stock  of  stand- 
ard motors,  generators  and  transformers,  and  requests  that 
they  be  given  opportunity  to  submit  bids  on  proposed  instal- 
lations. 
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FINANCIAL. 

EXETER,  CAL. — An  ordinance  has  been  passed  calling 
an  election  on  August  31  to  vote  $42,000  bonds  for  building  a 
water  system. 

ALBANY,  ORE. — The  Continental  Jewell  Filtration  Co. 
of  New  York  has  received  contract  for  the  installation  of 
a  filtration  plant  for  the  Oregon  Power  Co.,  at  a  cost  of 
about  $30,000.  The  new  plant  will  be  housed  in  a  concrete 
structure,  and  adjacent  to  the  new  electrical  power  station. 

ROSEBURG,  ORE.— The  Oregon  Gas  and  Electric  Co., 
operating  in  Oregon,  California  and  other  Western  states, 
has  filed  trust  deed  and  mortgages  to  secure  a  bond  issue  of 
$660,000,  executed  in  favor  of  the  Anglo-California  Trust  Co. 
of  San  Francisco.  The  company  is  installing  a  $60,000  plant 
in  Roseburg. 

OAKDALE,  CAL. — The  best  bid  for  both  the  sewer  and 
waterworks  bonds  was  made  by  E.  Rodden  for  the  First 
National  Bank  and  the  sale  of  the  bonds  on  this  bid  was 
authorized.  Mr.  Rodden's  bid  was  a  premium  of  $185  on  the 
entire  $20,000  of  sewer  bonds,  and  a  premium  of  $51  on  $25,000 
of  waterworks  bonds.  The  other  bid  on  the  bonds  was  from 
the  California  Life  Insurance  Co.  who  offered  to  take  $8,000 
of  the  sewer  and  $10,000  of  the  waterworks  bonds  at  par. 

ORANGE,  CAL. — The  Chamber  of  Commerce  has  carried 
a  resolution  through  recommending  that  a  bond  election  be 
called  for  improving  the  city  water  system  which  the  water 
superintendent  estimates  will  cost  about  $48,000.  Fire  com- 
pany officers  estimate  that  $5,000  is  needed  to  properly  equip 
the  fire  department  for  effective  fire  fighting,  including  nev/ 
hose,  automobile  fire  truck  and  chemical  engine.  A  petition 
calling  for  the  bond  election  will  be  presented  to  the  city 
trustees  at  the  next  meeting.  It  is  believed  that  speedy  action 
will    be    taken. 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL.— D.  H.  Foote,  secretary  of  the 
Pacific  Gas  &  Electric  Company,  has  announced  that  the  stock- 
holders of  the  company  will  be  called  upon  to  vote  at  a  special 
meeting  October  23d  on  the  increase  of  the  bonded  indebted- 
ness of  the  company  to  $150,000,000,  with  a  parallel  increase 
in  the  capitalization  of  $160,000,000,  all  of  the  proposed  in- 
crease to  be  common  stock.  About  $60,000,000  of  the  bonds 
will  be  used  for  refunding  the  company's  present  issues,  the 
balance  being  available  for  development  work  during  the  next 
ten  years.  Among  the  projects  which  will  call  for  heavy  ex- 
penditures is  the  extension  of  the  South  Yuba  irrigation  and 
power  systems  in  Nevada  and  Placer  counties,  where  $10,- 
000,000  will  be  spent  in  accordance  with  plans  now  being 
passed  upon  by  Maj.  Arthur  P.  Davis  and  J.  R.  Freeman, 
who  have  recently  been  called  in  consultation  on  this  sub- 
ject. A  million  and  half  is  being  spent  in  the  installation  of 
steam  power  to  supplement  the  hydroelectric  system.  Ex- 
tensions now  being  made  to  the  mains  of  the  company's  gas 
system  in  San  Francisco  will  require  the  expenditure  of  ap- 
proximately another  million. 


INCORPORATIONS. 

MILES  CITY,  MONT.— The  Miles  City  &  Eladaka  Tele- 
phone Co.  has  filed  incorporation  articles  increasing  its  capi- 
tal stock  from  $6,000  to  $25,000. 

SANTA  ANA,  CAL.— The  El  Modena  Mutual  Water  Co. 
has  incorporated  with  a  capital  stock  of  $43,000  and  is  to  dis- 
tribute water  on  430  acres  of  land  at  El  Modena.    The  incor- 


porators are  F.  E.  and  E.  V.  Crawford  of  Pasadena  and  G. 
B.  Lancaster  of  El  Modena. 

SACRAMENTO,  CAL.— The  North  Sacramento  Light  and 
Water  Co.  has  filed  articles  of  incorporation  with  a  capital 
stock  of  $50,000.  The  directors  of  the  firm  are:  Marshall 
Diggs,  Ray  C.  Waring  and  M.  N.  Williamson,  of  Sacramento; 
D.  W.  Johnston,  of  Los  Gatos;  G.  A.  Richardson,  of  Placer- 
ville;  Charles  E.  Hollister  and  James  T.  Elliott,  of  Courtland. 

LOS  ANGELES,  CAL.— The  Malibu  Tidewater  Railway 
has  been  incorporated  with  $800,000  capital  stock  and  with 
M.  K.  Rindge  at  its  head.  This  company  will  operate  between 
Santa  Monica  and  Oxnard  but  it  is  planned  to  build  extensions 
as  soon  as  right  of  way  can  be  secured.  The  directors  are 
M.  K.  Rindgo  at  its  head.  This  company  will  operate  between 
Rindgo.  N.  D.  Darlington,  chief  engineer,  will  have  charge 
of  the  surveying  and  construction  work. 


ILLUMINATION. 


OLYMPIA,  WASH.— The  J.  C.  Corbjin  Co.  has  been 
awarded  the  contract  for  the  erection  of  a  power  plant  for  the 
Veterans'  Home  at  Port  Orchard. 

WALLA  WALLA,  WASH.— The  Pacific  Power  &  Light 
Co.  has  been  awarded  the  contract  for  furnishing  power 
and  light  to  this  place  for  a  period  of  ten  years. 

BURNS,  ORE. — James  D.  Fellows  has  been  granted  a  25 
year  electric  light  franchise  and  will  leave  in  a  few  days  to 
purchase  the  necessary  machinery  for  a  high  class  plant. 

COLTON,  CAL.— G.  W.  Grow,  superintendent  and  E.  S. 
Bryant,  Engineer  of  the  Southern  California  Gas  Company 
have  petitioned  the  City  Trustees  for  a  franchise  through 
Colton. 

FORT  FLAGLER,  WASH.— W.  E.  Chase  Engineering  Co., 
of  Spokane,  Wash.,  will  install  an  electric  lighting  system 
for  the  sum  of  $29,000.  The  bids  for  the  work  were  opened 
June  15. 

KLAMATH  FALLS,  ORE.— The  Pelican  Bay  Lumber  Co. 
will  require  about  800  lights  in  its  new  mill  and  will  install 
a  plant  and  have  it  in  readiness  for  operation  when  the  mill 
is  ready  to  begin  work. 

STITES,  IDAHO — D.  E.  Frank,  manager  of  the  Kooskia 
Milling  and  Power  Co.  has  asked  the  council  for  a  franchise 
for  furnishing  light  and  power  to  the  town  by  stringing 
wires  from  the  generating  plant  at  the  mill  in  Kooskia. 

STOCKTON,  CAL. — That  Stockton  is  soon  to  be  provided 
with  an  underground  conduit  lighting  system,  with  electroliers 
throughout  the  business  district,  was  indicated  when  Council- 
man Brisco's  resolution  to  call  for  sealed  proposals  for  the  fur- 
nishing of  the  system  was  unanimously  carried. 


TRANSMISSION. 

PORTLAND,  ORE. — The  Beaumont  Land  Co.  has  been 
granted  a  permit  to  construct  an  electric  line  in  this  district. 

OGDEN,  UTAH — The  Davis  &  Weber  Counties  Canal  Co. 
will  soon  begin  the  construction  of  a  power  plant  south  of 
the  city,  near  Riverdale,  for  generation  of  about  5400  elec- 
tric horsepower. 

PORTLAND,  ORE.— The  Mt.  Hood  R.  &  P.  Co.  has  com- 
pleted plans  for  the  $45,000,  two  story,  reinforced  concrete, 
terminal  station  on  the  O.  W.  R.  &  N.  tracks  near  Williams 
avenue;   three  electric  generators  will  be  installed. 
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BBLLINGHAM,  WASH. — ^A  contract  has  been  entered  into 
between  the  Western  Canada  Power  Co.  and  the  local  com- 
pany whereby  6500  h.p.  will  be  imported  before  the  first  of 
the  year.  The  Stone  &  Webster  power  lines  will  connect 
with  the  Canadian  company  lines  at  Sumas  and  from  the  boun- 
dary it  will  be  brought  to  this  city. 

ELY,  NEV. — An  electric  power  plant  is  soon  to  be  erected 
on  Cleve  Creek  by  the  Telluride  Power  Co.,  according  to  plans 
made  public  by  representatives  of  the  company  who  have  been 
in  Ely  for  the  past  several  days.  It  is  estimated  that  it 
will  develop  more  than  3000  h.p.  The  plant  will  be  used  in 
furnishing  electric  li.sht  and  power  to  Ely  and  surrounding 
camps. 

OLYMPIA,  WASH. — L.  B.  Faulkner,  manager  of  the 
Olympia  Light  and  Power  Co.  has  closed  a  deal  for  a  right 
of  way  for  the  transmission  line  from  the  new  reservoir  at 
Lawrence  lake  to  this  city.  The  new  power  project  will  cost 
about  $300,000.  The  reservoir  to  be  put  in  will  cost  $30,000. 
When  completed  power  will  be  supplied  to  the  smaller  towns 
and  cities  surrounding  Olympia. 

OAKLAND,  CAL. — With  their  objective  point  as  Oakland 
and  with  an  ultimate  hope  of  reaching  San  Jose  and  then 
coming  up  the  peninsula  via  Palo  Alto  to  San  Francisco,  the 
Blue  Lakes  Power  &  Light  Company,  a  new  corporation  with 
general  offices  in  Sacramento,  is  now  laying  a  line  parallel 
to  that  of  the  Bay  Cities  Power  Co.  across  the  hills  from  Lake 
County.  At  the  end  of  84th  avenue,  Elmhurst,  the  new  line 
will  branch  off  and  enter  San  Leandro  via  Estudillo  avenue 
or  Juanita  avenue.  Norman  Harcourt,  chief  engineer  in  charge 
01  the  local  survey  party,  consisting  of  seven  men  imported  from 
the  East  and  who  are  stopping  at  the  Crellin  Hotel,  said 
last  evening  that  the  new  line  would  be  ready  to  serve  power 
to  the  people  by  December. 


TRANSPORTATION. 
SAN  LUIS  OBISPO,  CAL.— A  franchise  has  been  awarded 
Walter  Gould  Lincoln  for  a  street  railway  in  this  city. 

ESTACADA,  ORE.— The  power  plant  of  the  P.  R.  L.  &  P. 
Co.  was  visited  by  a  fire  which  caused  the  destruction  of  the 
engine,  which  will  require  a  new  one  to  replace  the  one  de- 
stroyed. 

PHOENIX,  ARIZ. — Application  has  been  made  to  the  City 
Council  by  the  Salt  River  Valley  Electric  Co.  for  a  fran- 
chise to  construct  an  electric  railway  through  certain  streets 
of  Phoenix  for  a  period  of  twenty-five  years. 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL.— An  order  has  been  placed  by 
the  Oakland  and  Antioch  Railway  with  the  Westinghouse 
company  for  an  equipment  of  electric  cars.  It  is  understood 
that  the  contract  price  approximates  nearly  a  quarter  of  a 
million  dollars.  The  cars  are  to  be  of  the  combination  type 
to  carry  express  as  well  as  passengers,  and  will  operate  under 
600  volts  and  have  Pantagraph  trolleys. 

WALNUT  CREEK,  CAL. — Actual  work  on  the  proposed 
scenic  road  up  the  slopes  of  Mount  Diablo  has  been  started, 
a  party  of  engineers  and  surveyors  from  Oakland  appearing 
on  the  scene  with  maps  and  charts.  The  route  laid  out  is 
up  Walker  Canyon.  A  trail  has  been  blazed  all  the  way  to 
the  summit,  and  this  will  be  followed  by  the  laying  out  of  the 
road.  This  road  will  be  completed  long  before  1915,  and  will 
afford  opportunity  for  use  by  the  visitors  to  the  Panama-Pa- 
cific Exposition. 

SACRAMENTO,  CAL. — A  traffic  agreement  has  been  en- 
tered into  between  the  Santa  Fe  Railroad  and  the  electric 
roads  communicating  with  the  Sacramento  Valley  towns,  giv- 
ing all  points  on  the  Central  California  Traction,  the  Northern 
Electric  and  the  Vallejo  and  Northern  roads  direct  connec- 
tion with  the  Santa  Fe.     The  principal  points  benefited  are 


Lodi,  Sacramento,  MaTysville,  Yuba  City,  Gridley,  Oroville, 
and  Chico.  Woodland  will  shortly  be  benefited  by  it  through 
the  building  of  the  Sacramento-Woodland  line,now  under  con- 
struction. 

FRESNO,  CAL. — The  group  of  Fresno  and  Coalinga  capi- 
talists which  is  engaged  in  financing  a  railroad  from  this 
city  to  Monterey,  by  way  of  Coalinga,  has  outlined  plans 
for  three  branch  lines,  according  to  President  A.  Albrecht 
of  the  company.  One  branch  is  to  run  from  HoUister  to 
San  Jose,  another  from  Hollister  to  Santa  Cruz,  by  way  of 
Watsonville,  and  another  from  Coalinga  to  Maricopa  and 
Bakersfield.  Efforts  are  now  being  concentrated  on  the  plans 
for  the  main  line,  which  is  to  be  built  by  subscription  of  resi- 
dents of  Central  California.. 

LOS  ANGELES,  CAL. — Two  new  cross-town  electric  roads 
are  to  be  built  in  this  city.  The  routes  to  be  followed  are: 
North  and  south  line — From  Bimini  Baths  south  on  Ver- 
mont avenue  to  Vernon  avenue.  East  on  Vernon  avenue 
to  the  city  limits.  East  and  west  line — Prom  the  city  limits 
west  on  Jefferson  street  to  Main.  East  from  Main  on  Jeffer- 
son to  Central  avenue.  South  on  Central  avenue  to  38th 
street.  East  on  38th  street  to  Hooper  avenue.  Possibly 
from  Hooper  avenue  east  to  3Sth  to  city  limits.  This  will 
mean  about  eight  and  one-half  miles  of  new  trackage. 

MARYSVILLE,  CAL.— The  Pacific  Gas  &  Electric  Co., 
promoters  of  the  proposed  California  Midland  Railroad,  con- 
necting Marysville  and  Grass  Valley,  have  taken  over  the 
stock  of  the  Nevada  County  Traction  Co.,  operating  between 
Grass  Valley  and  Nevada  City  and  have  an  option  for  pur- 
chase of  stock  of  the  Nevada  County  narrow-gauge  connecting 
Nevada  City  and  Grass  Valley  with  the  Southern  Pacific  at 
Colfax.  The  acquisition  of  this  stock  is  believed  to  mean  a 
merger  that  will  result  in  the  building  of  the  California  Mid- 
land. Work  is  to  begin  within  60  days,  according  to  announce- 
ment made  here  by  George  A.  Aldrich.  The  road  will  be  a 
broad-gauge,  probably  operated  by  electricity.  It  will  con- 
nect Marysville,  Hammonton,  Spenceville  and  Grass  Valley 
and  Nevada  City.  The  Nevada  County  narrow-gauge  will  give 
the  line  direct  connection  with  the  main  line  of  the  Southern 
Pacific.  Eight  miles  of  road  have  been  graded  between  Marys- 
ville and  Hammonton. 


TELEPHONE  AND  TELEGRAPH. 

REARDxVN,  WASH.— The  Washington  Consolidated  Tele- 
phone and  Telegraph  Co.  has  been  granted  permission  to  build 
a  line  on  Maple  street. 

LAKE  VIEW,  ORE.— C.  H.  Lee  has  taken  the  contract  for 
the  extension  of  the  Nevada,  California  and  Oregon  Telegraph 
and  Telephone  lines  to  Lakeview. 

PRINEVILLE,  ORE.— The  Oi-egon  Central  Telephone  Co. 
has  incorporated  with  capital  stock  of  $50,000.  Louis  Doonar, 
O.  R.  Cook  and  N.  W.  Sanborn  are  the  incorporators. 

SPOKANE,  WASH.— S.  T.  Spence  of  San  Francisco  has 
been  awarded  the  contract  for  the  completion  of  the  Pacific 
States  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Company's  building  at  Second 
Avenue  and  Stevens  Street,  at  $129,760. 

Pasco,  Wash. — Estimates  have  been  completed  and  plans 
are  being  made  for  installing  a  new  system  by  the  Twin  City 
Telephone  Co.  According  to  Manager  R.  A.  Klinge,  about 
$30,000  will  be  spent.  It  is  planned  to  place  all  wires  under 
ground  ultimately. 

KELSO,  WASH. — The  Coweeman  Telephone  company  will 
extend  its  lines  on  the  Coweeman  into  Shanghai  valley.  The 
Company  has  bought  the  poles  from  Beck  Bros.,  and  as  soon 
as  the  ground  softens  up,  workmen  will  commence  digging 
and  setting  poles. 
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TO 


Place  Population. 

Agua  Caliente  ....  50 
•Alameda    27,000 

••Albany     800 

ttAIta    200 

Alvarado     200 

Amador    200 

Antioch    3,000 

ttAuburn     2,050 

Barber    200 

••Belmont     600 

Belvedera    350 

Benicia     2,500 

••Berkeley     42,000 

Big   Oak   Flat    150 

Biggs    750 

Black  Diamond  ....       500 

Brentwood    200 

Brighton     100 

Broderick    500 

JBrown's  Valley  ....         50 

••Burlingame    5,000 

Byron     200 

Campbell     1,000 

Cement     1,500 

tCenterville    20 

Centerville     500 

••Chico     13,000 

••Colusa    2,700 

tColfax    400 

Colma     500 

Concord     1,500 

Cordelia     150 

Corte   Madera    350 

Crockett     2,500 

Crow's   Landing    .  . .       375 

Davenport     1,000 

Davis     750 

Decoto     350 

Dixon     1,000 

Dobbins     50 


Place  Popniatlon. 

Drytown    100 

Durham     500 

tDutch    Flat    400 

••Easton      500 

**East  San  Jose 1,500 

Eckley     20 

Emerald     50 

Elmhurst     2,500 

Elmira     150 

El  Verano 100 

••Emeryville     2,000 

Encinal    20 

Fairfield     800 

••Fair  Oaks   250 

Fitchburg    250 

Folsom 1,500 

•Fresno     35,000 

Glenn  Ellen   500 

Gold   Run    100 

Grafton    350 

fGrass  Valley   7.000 

Gridley     1,800 

Groveland     50 

Hammonton     500 

Hayward     4,000 

Hollister     3,000 

lone    910 

Irvington    1,000 

Jackson     2,000 

Jackson   Gate    50 

Larkspur     950 

Lawrence    100 

Kennedy  Flat   50 

Kentfleld     200 

tLlncoln     1,500 

tlive  Oak    200 

Livermore     2,250 

tLoomis     150 

Los    Altos    200 

Los    Gatos    3,000 


Place  Popniatlon. 

Mare    Island    500 

Marten     25 

Martinez     5,000 

••Marysville     6,250 

Mayfleld     1,500 

••Menlo   Park    1,500 

Meridian    300 

••Mllbrae    301? 

Mill   Valley    4,500 

Mission  San  Jose  . .  500 
Mokelumne  Hill  . . .  150 
Mountain    View    . . .    2,500 

••Napa     6,000 

tNevada   City    4,000 

Newark     700 

tNewcastle     600 

New    Chicago    25 

Newman     1,000 

Niles     800 

••Oakland     230,000 

Oroville     2,500 

Orwood    50 

Pacheco     200 

••Palo    Alto    6,000 

tPenryn     250 

Perkins     200 

••Petaluma     6,000 

Peyton     250 

••Piedmont     2.000 

Pinole     1,500 

Pleasanton     2,000 

Port  Costa    600 

••Redwood    City    3,500 

Richmond     10,000 

Rio   Vista    200 

tRocklin    1,050 

Rodeo     100 

tRoseville     345 

Ross     900 

•••Sacramento     52,000 


Place  Population. 

San   Andreas    200 

San  Anselmo     2,500 

San  Bruno    1,500 

San  Carlos    100 

•*San  Francisco     ...450,000 

••San  Jose     40,000 

San  Leandro     4,000 

San  Lorenzo     100 

••San   Mateo    7,000 

San  Pablo     1,000 

••San  Quentin    Prison  1,600 

••San  Rafael     6,000 

Santa  Clara     8,000 

Santa  Cruz     10,000 

••Santa   Rosa    8,000 

Saratoga     200 

Sausalito     3,000 

Sebastopol     2,000 

Selby    100 

Sonoma    1,200 

South  San  Fran 2,500 

Stanford   University  2,000 

Stege     100 

JStockton     25,000 

Suisun     1,200 

Sunnyvale     2,000 

Sutter    Creek     2,000 

Tiburon     100 

Tormey     150 

JTowle     200 

Tracy    i 1,200 

Vacaville     2,500 

••Vallejo     12,000 

Vallejo   Junction    . .         10 

Walnut    Creek    350 

Wheatland     1,400 

Winters     1,200 

••Woodland     3,500 

Yolo     350 

••Tuba   City    1,900 


•Gas  only:  •*gas  and  electricity;  telectricity.  gas,  and  water;  telectricity  and  water;  •••gas.  electricity,  and  street  car  service;  all  others,  electricity  only. 


Servite                                Number  Total 

Furnished                          of  Towns  Population 

Electricity 158  1,089.790 

Gas - 33  988,900 

Water 17  43,415 

Street  Car t  S7  000 


EMPLOYS  3,500  people 

OPERATES    11  hydro-electric  plants  in    the 
mountains 

3  steara-driven  electric   plants 
in  big  cities. 

18  gas  works 


SERVES  ?i  of  California's  population 
26  of  California's  56  counties 
An  area  of  32,431  square  miles 
3/5  the  size  of  New  York  state 
H     the  size  of  all  the  New  England 
states  combined 
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ELECTRICALLY  DRIVEN  DONKEY  ENGINES 


BY  AUGUST  WOLF. 


Donkey  engines  driven  by  electricity  are  the  latest 
features  of  modern  logging  operations  in  the  Spokane 
district  and  it  is  planned  to  extend  their  use  to  forests 
in  other  parts  of  the  Pacific  Slope  and  intermountain 
country.  It  is  predicted  by  engineers  that  the  elec- 
trification of  logging  roads  naturally  will  follow  the 
adoption  of  electric  logging  on  a  large  scale.     The  ad- 


5S0-volt,  60-cycle,  435-r.p.m.  motor,  equipped  with  a 
current  limiting  device.  The  engine  handles  an  aver- 
age of  35,000  feet  of  logs  a  day.  Ten  engines  to  handle 
from  300,000  to  500,000  feet  a  day  will  be  installed  to 
replace    steam    engines. 

Should  the  tests  of  the  Potlatch  Lumber  Company 
prove  successful   it  will  be  necessary  to  step  up  the 


Potlatch    Lumber    Company's     Plant,     VPhere     First   Electrically     Driven     Donkey    Engines    Were    Installed. 


vantages  claimed  are  the  elimination  of  fire  risk,  the 
ease  of  power  transmission  and  the  use  for  large  quan- 
tities of  wood,  now  destroyed  as  refuse  by  many  lum- 
ber mills  in  the  Northwest. 

The  first  electric  donkey  engines  to  be  used  in  the 
Northwestern  forests  are  at  Potlatch,  Idaho.  They 
are  built  on  lines  originating  by  E.  J.  Barry,  electrical 
engineer  of  the  Potlatch  Lumber  Company,  who,  for 
experimental  purposes,  converted  a  steam  donkey  ma- 
chine by  gearing  the  motor  to  the  position  formerly 
occupied  by  the  boiler.  A  motor-driven  compressor 
supplies  air  for  the  signal  whistle.  The  apparatus, 
specially  built  for  severe  service,  is  a  150-h.p.,  3-phase, 


present  voltage  of  550  to  a  pressure  which  will  allow 
of  transmission  over  a  large  area.  Transformers  for 
this  purpose,  giving  two  voltages  of  11,000  and  22,000 
volts  respectively,  according  to  connection,  will  be 
used;  11,000  volts  will  be  used  till  the  requirements 
exceed  economical  transmission  at  this  pressure,  when 
a  change  will  be  made  by  reconnecting  the  transform- 
ers for  22,000  volts.  This  will  allow  a  20-mile  radius 
for  power  transmission. 

In  operating  motors  it  will  be  necessary  to  have 
the  supply  wires  taken  over  ground  from  which  the 
standing  timber  has  been  cleared,  owing  to  the  dan- 
ger of  interrupted  service  through  trees  falling  on  the 
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line.  This  will  be  arranged  by  having  the  transmission 
lines  always  in  the  rear  of  the  logger  and  consequently 
built  over  logged-off  land.  A  portable  sub-station  con- 
sisting of  one  3-phase  transformer  of  150  kilowatt 
capacity  will  be  placed  at  a  convenient  point  for  step- 
ping down  the  voltage  from  11,000  to  550. 

From  the  sub-station  a  3-core  steel  armored  cable 
will  run  to  the  motor  on  the  logger,  this  cable  being 
supplied  in  sections  to  allow  the  logger  being  warped 
out  up  to  a  distance  of  1800  feet  from  the  sub-station. 
Mr.  Barry  is  confident  that  within  its  capacity  a  motor 
will  do  all  expected  of  it  and  still  have  a  good  reserve 
fund  of  energy  for  overloads. 

Regarding  the  electrification  of  logging  roads,  it 
is  found  that  the  first  cost  of  an  electric  road  is  hierh  in 


Transportation    ot    Lumber    From    Mill    to    Yard    by 
Electric    Storage    Battery    Locomotive. 

comparison  with  steam,  varying  from  two  and  a  half 
to  three  times  in  initial  outlay,  owing  to  the  expense 
of  poles,  insulators,  trolley  lines,  transformers,  rail 
bonding  and  the  labor  involved  in  installing  the  ap- 
paratus. Maintenance  costs  are  less,  varying  from  8 
to  10  per  cent.  Delays  through  breakdowns  have  de- 
creased one-third  since  adopting  electric  drive  on  a 
road  previously  operated  by  steam.  The  average  cost 
of  electric  locomotives  is  from  $11,000  to  $16,000,  de- 
pendent on  size  and  capacity,  about  the  same  as  for 
steam  locomatives. 

Probably  the  greatest  advantage  of  electric  drive 
is  the  fact  that  a  use  may  be  found  for  the  large  quan- 
tities of  fuel  now  burned  uselessly  as  refuse  by  every 
lumber  mill.  Many  thousands  of  horsepower  are  thus 
w'asted  every  year,  and  it  is  surely  time,  in  this  era  of 
conservation,  to  try  to  reduce  this  loss  to  a  minimum, 
and  much  credit  is  due  to  the  Potlatch  Lumber  Com- 
pany's officials  for  their  pioneer  service  in  this  line  of 
power  use. 


FAR  EASTERN  NEWS. 

The  waterworks  and  electric-light  compan)^  at 
Newchwang  has  been  taken  over  b}^  the  South  Man- 
churia Railway  Co. 

The  projectors  of  the  Inawashiro  Hydroelectric 
Power  Co.  have  at  length  received  a  charter  from  the 
Government.  The  projectors  are  among  the  leading 
business  men  of  Japan,  namely.  Baron  Shibusawa,  Mr. 
R.  Kondo,  and  Mr.  R.  Toyokawa.  Their  idea  is  to 
obtain  water  from  Inawashiro  Lake,  50  miles  from 
Tokyo,  and  they  put  their  capital  at  $10,500,000. 


1. 

2. 
3. 

4. 

5. 
6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 
10. 
11. 


PACIFIC  COAST  GAS  ASSOCIATION. 

The    nineteenth    annual    con- 
vention of  the  Pacific  Coast,  Gas 
Association  will  be  held  in  Oak- 
land, California,  September  19,  20 
and  21.     Through  the  energy  and 
enterprise    of    F.  A.   Leach,  Jr., 
president  of  the  association,  and 
John    A.    Britton,    secretary,   not 
only   the    high    standard    of   former   conventions    will 
be  maintained  but  every  indication  points  to  a  meet- 
ing even  more  entertaining  and  profitable  than  in  the 
past.     The  following  papers  will  be  read  at  the  con- 
vention : 

President's  Address Frank  A.  Leach,  Jr. 

Unstable  Hydrocarbons  in   Illuminating  Gas,. 

E.  C.  Jones 

Suburban   Gas   Distribution. ..  .C.   S.   S.   Forney 

Rate  Fixing Prof.  C.  L.  Cory 

The  Napthalene  Problem  in  Oil  Gas,  Manu- 
facture and  distribution F.  S.  Wade 

Early   Gas   Lighting    W.   R.   Morgan 

Mechanical  Handling  of  Carbon  By-Product 

of  the  Oil  Gas  Process D.  J,  Young 

The  Gas  Meter  W.  M.  DuVal 

(Title  to  be  announced) H.  H.  Jones 

Wrinkles F.  C.  Millard 

Experiences   . . .' John  D.  Kuster 

Novelties John  Clement 

The  meeting  will  be  held  in  Forester's  Hall,  S. 
E.  Corner  of  13th  and  Clay  Streets,  opposite  the  of- 
fice of  the  Oakland  Gas,  Light  &  Heat  Co.,  and  will 
be  called  to  order  promptly  at  10:00  o'clock  A.  M., 
September  19th. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  Southern 
Pacific  Company,  whereby  the  members  attending 
the  Convention  will  be  given  a  rate  of  one  and  one- 
third  fare  for  the  round  trip  (Receipt  certificate  plan), 
and  which  plan  will  be  in  force  for  the  period  from 
September  9  to  21. 

The  Banquet  will  be  held  in  the  Key  Route  Inn, 
on  Wednesday  evening,  September  20th,  at  7:00 
o'clock  and  the  outing,  to  be  given  by  the  Pacific  Gas 
and  Electric  Company,  will  consist  of  a  trolley  trip 
in  special  cars,  starting  from  the  22nd  Street  Terminus 
of  the  Key  Route,  at  the  Key  Route  Inn,  at  9:30 
o'clock  Thursday  morning,  September  21st. 

The  cars  will  pass  through  Berkeley,  Emeryville, 
Albany  and  Pullman,  to  Richmond,  and,  through  the 
courtesy  of  the  Standard  Oil  Company,  a  visit  will  be 
made  to  its  great  oil  refineries  at  that  point.  The  re- 
turn trip  will  be  made  to  Piedmont  Park,  via  Oakland, 
where  luncheon  will  be  served  at  1 :00  o'clock  P.M., 
after  which  the  members  will  be  given'  ample  oppor- 
tunity to  visit  the  beautiful  gardens  and  the  extensive 
Art  Gallery  of  Mr.  F.  C.  Havens,  which  is  located  in 
the  Park.  On  leaving  the  Park  the  route  of  the  cars 
will  be  to  San  Leandro  and  Hayward,  returning  to 
Oakland  via  Alameda.  The  trip  in  all  will  afford  the 
members  a  delightful  outing,  and  also  give  them  a 
conception  of  the  scenic  beauties  of  Alameda  County'. 
Headquarters  for  ladies  during  the  Convention  will 
be  maintained  at  the  Key  Route  Inn,  where  a  Com- 
mittee of  Oakland  ladies  will  be  in  attendance. 
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THE  USE  OF  THE  TRIPLE  RATING  OF  INCAN- 
DESCENT LAMPS. 


BY    L.    S.    TWOMF.Y. 


The  function  of  any  incandescent  lamp  is  the  pro- 
duction of  light.  The  man  purchasing  a  lamp  is  pay- 
ing for  an  instrument  for  the  production  of  light  and 
not  for  a  power  consuming  device.  He  is  interested 
in  the  cost  of  the  lamp  only  insofar  as  it  efifects  the 
ultimate  cost  of  producing  light. 

The  cost  of  producing  light  is  influenced  by  the 
cost  of  lamp  renewals  and  the  cost  of  energy.  These 
factors  in  turn  depend  on  the  price  of  the  lamp,  the 
life  of  the  lamp,  tlie  cost  of  energy  per  kilowatt-huur 
the  power  consumption  of  the  lamp  and  its  total  lumi- 
nous output.  There  is  a  relation  between  these  items 
which  determines  the  most  economical  operating  con- 
ditions for  a  lamp  for  various  costs  of  energy.  The 
cost  of  the  lamp  divided  by  the  hours  life,  divided  by 
the  luminous  output  of  the  lamp,  gives  the  cost  of 
lamp  renewals  per  unit  of  light  flu.x.  The  energy  con- 
sumption per  hour  multiplied  by  the  energy  cost  rate, 
divided  by  the  luminous  output,  gives  the  energy  cost 
per  unit  of  light  flux.  The  sum  of  these  two  costs  is 
the  true  cost  of  light.  The  curves  in  Fig.  1,  repre- 
sent these  costs  graphically  for  any  single  cost  of  en- 
ergy under  varying  operating  conditions.  The  mini- 
mum point  of  the  total  cost  curve  represents  the  point 
of  most  economical  operating  conditions  for  that  cost 
of  power  and  for  that  particular  lamp. 

By  burning  the  lamp  at  high  efficiency,  the  power 
cost  for  a  given  amount  of  light  may  be  decreased, 
but  the  renewal  cost  is  increased.  Computing  the 
minimum  cost  of  light  for  dififerent  energy  rates  it 
has  been  found  that  for  low  energy  rates  the  lamp 
should  be  burned  at  low  efficiency  on  high  watts-per- 
candle,  and  that  for  high  energy^  rates  it  should  be 
burned  at  high  efficiency  with  a  corresponding  sacri- 
fice in  life.  In  recognition  of  this  fact  the  triple  rating 
of  incandescent  lamps  has  been  introduced. 

By  this  method  of  rating  three  voltages  are  given 
on  the  label,  the  top  voltage  of  which  corresponds 
to  the  highest  efficiency  or  lowest  energy^  consumption 
per  unit  of  light  flux,  and  the  bottom  voltage  corres- 
ponds to  the  lowest  efficiency  and  longest  life.  In 
this  way  the  customer  with  a  high  energy  rate  can 
order   high    efficiency   lamps    for   his    circuit    and    the 


customer  with  the  low  energy  rate  can  order  low- 
efficiency  lamps  and  thus  approximate  the  most  eco- 
nomical condition. 

The  accompanying  tables  have  been  computed  to 
show  the  amount  of  light  obtained  per  dollar  expended 
for  energ}-  and  lamp  renewals.  The  darkened  figures 
represent  the  most  economical  operation  and  show  how 
this  shifts  from  low  to  high  efficiency  as  the  energy 
rate  increases.  The  unit  of  light  flux  which  has  been 
used  is  the  lumen  hour,  which  is  that  quantity  of  light 
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^      V««TTS  PER  C/INDLE    INCREASING — 

Graphical   Illustration    of   Lamp   Costs   for   Varying 
Knergy  Costs  and  Operating  Conditions. 


which  will  illuminate  an  area  of  one  square  foot  to  the 
intensity  of  one  foot  candle  for  a  period  of  one  hour. 
The  tables  are  given  to  show  how  the  minimum  cost 
of  light  shifts  from  low  efficiency  to  high  efficiency 
with    increasing    cost    of    energy    and    incidentally    it 


TABLE  NO.   1. 
Showing-  Cost  of  Producing  Light  witli   "Mazda"  Lamps  at 
Nominal  Watts. 
Efficiency   Step. 
Variable  Cost  of  Energy. 
1   cent  per  k^y.   hour     


'High,"  "Medium" 


Efficiency. 


and  "Low" 
25  40  60  100 

High.       Med.      Low.       High.     Med.       Low.     High.       Med.        Low.      High.     Med.     Ix)W. 
Thousands   of  Lumen-Hours  obtained  per  dollar  expended  for  Power  and  Lamp  Renewals. 


10 
12 


208. 
161. 
133. 
114. 

98. 

87. 

70. 

59. 

51. 


175. 
141. 

lis. 

101. 
89. 
71. 
59. 
51. 


SfiS. 
189. 
147. 
132. 
103. 

no. 

71. 
59. 

50. 


294. 
213. 
170. 
139. 
119. 
103. 

S2. 

68. 

58. 


322. 
227. 
175. 
141. 
119. 
103. 

81. 

67. 

57. 


357. 
238. 
179. 
145. 
120. 
104. 

81. 

66. 

56. 


303. 
222. 
175! 
145. 
123. 
108. 

86. 

71. 

61. 


345. 
238. 
185. 
149. 
127. 
109. 

86. 

70. 

60. 


370. 
250. 

isn. 

152. 
127. 
109. 

S5. 
69. 
59. 


35 

250. 

192. 

156. 

131. 

114. 

89. 

74. 

03. 


385. 
256. 
196, 
156. 
131. 
113. 

88. 

71. 

61. 


417 
270. 
200. 
159. 
131. 
111. 

86. 

70. 

59. 


TABLE  NO.   2. 
Showing   Cost   of   Producing   Light  with   Carbon  Lamps  at  "High."  "Medium"  and  "Low"  Efficiency. 
Nominal  Watts.  50  60  100  120 

Efficiency   Step.  High.       Med.      Low.       High.     Med.       Low.     High.       Med.        Low.      High.     Med.     Low. 

Variable  Cost  of  Energy.  Thousands   of  Lumen-Hours  obtained  per  dollar  expended  tor  Power  and  Lamp  Renewals. 


1  cent  per  kiv.  hour 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

8 
10 
12 


222. 
135. 

97. 

78. 

63. 

53. 

41. 

33. 

28. 


232. 
135! 

96. 
74. 
61. 
51. 
39. 
31. 
26. 


238. 

133. 
94. 
71. 
58. 
49. 
37. 
30. 
25. 


232. 
141. 
100. 

77. 

C3. 

54. 

41. 

33. 
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shows  the  economy  of  the  "Mazda"  lamp  over  the  car- 
bon filament  lamp  as  a  producer  of  light. 

These  tables  are  based  on  the  list  price  of  the 
lamps.  Where  lamps  are  purchased  in  quantities  large 
enough  to  secure  quantity  discounts  the  number  of 
lumen-hours  per  dollar  will  be  increased.  The  increase 
would  be  greater  for  low  energy  rate  so  that  the  effect 
of  the  lower  cost  of  the  lamp  is  to  lower  the  energy 
cost  at  which  the  most  economical  conditions  of  opera- 
tion (indicated  by  the  figures  in  black-faced  type) 
changes  from  low  to  medium  or  medium  to  high  effi- 
ciency. In  table  No.  1  it  will  be  noticed  that  the  criti- 
cal cost  of  power  at  which  the  point  of  maximum  light 
output  per  dollar  shifts  from  low  to  high  efficiency, 
is  lower  the  higher  the  wattage  consumption  of  the 
lamp. 

In  cases  where  the  percentage  saving  in  the  use 
of  low  efficiency  is  small  the  better  color  value  of  the 
light  from  the  lamp  operated  at  high  efficiency  together 
with  the  greater  amount  of  light  obtained  from  a  sin- 
gle unit,  are  of  much  greater  importance  than  the 
saving.  For  this  reason  it  may  be  said  that  for  the 
larger  sizes  of  "Mazda"  lamps  high  efficiency  should 
be  used  for  all  costs  of  energy,  exceeding  3  or  4  cents 
per  kilowatt-hour.  Similarly,  carbon  filament  lamps 
should  be  burned  at  high  efficiency  for  all  costs  of 
energy  exceeding  2  cents  per  kilowatt-hour. 

Comparing  the  table  for  "Mazda"  lamps  with  that 
for  carbon  filament  lamps  it  will  be  seen  that  the  per- 
centage saving  of  "Mazda"  over  carbon  filament  lamps 
is  greater  the  higher  the  energy  rate. 

The  effect  of  the  introduction  of  the  triple  rating 
of  incandescent  lamps  has  been  a  greater  flexibility 
to  meet  the  large  variety  of  conditions  under  which 
incandescent  lamps  are  bought  and  used. 


INTERNATIONAL  ELECTRICAL  CONGRESS 
AT  PANAMA-PACIFIC  EXPOSITION  1915. 

One  of  the  most  fruitful  results  of  a  great  inter- 
national exposition  is  that  brought  about  by  the  gath- 
ering together  of  the  peoples  of  the  world  for  dis- 
cussion. At  such  times  ideas  are  brought  forth  and 
comparisons  of  methods  made  which  could  never  be 
accomplished  in  any  other  way. 

That  the  great  western  metropolis  of  San  Fran- 
cisco is  to  be  honored  by  the  most  distinguished  elec- 
trical congress  ever  convened  was  assured  by  a  recent 
action  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  American 
Institute  of  Electrical  Engineers.  It  will  not  be 
surprising  if  this  congress  assembled  under  the  clear 
blue  skies  of  California  should  awaken  new  scientific 
truths  and  instill  new  impetus  for  invention  in  the 
electrical  industry. 

Briefly  the  beginning  of  this  great  movement 
has  had  its  inception  in  the  following  lines.  We  are 
indebted  to  the  Electrical  Review  for  the  first  inkling 
of  the  good  news.  At  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  of  the  American  Institute  of  Electrical  En- 
gineers, held  on  August  22,  the  following  resolutions 
were  adopted: 

Resolved:  That  it  is  the  sense  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  that  it  would  be  desirable  to  hold  an  Inter- 
national Electrical  Congress  during  the  Panama  Ex- 
position in   San   Francisco   in   1915,   and  that  such   a 


Congress  be  initiated  and  conducted  by  the  American 
Institute  of  Electrical  Engineers  under  the  authority 
of  the  International  Electrotechnical  Commission. 

Resolved:  That  in  furtherance  of  the  project  to 
hold  an  International  Electrical  Congress  during  the 
Panama  Exposition  at  San  Francisco  in  1915,  a  com- 
mittee on  Congress  organization  be  authorized,  the 
members  of  same  to  be  appointed  by  the  President 
after  receipt  of  such  information  from  the  Interna- 
tional Electrotechnical  Commission  as  would  indicate 
a  disposition  on  their  part  to  authorize  the  American 
Institute  of  Electrical  Engineers  in  the  holding  of  such 
a  Congress. 


FRAUDULENT  OIL  ENTRIES. 

Three  ways  to  get  oil  lands  by  false  pretenses 
now  used  in  California,  so  State  Mineralogist  Aubury 
says,  are  homestead  entries,  desert  land  entries  and 
scrip  filings.  All  of  these  methods  have  been  tried 
in  the  San  Joaquin  Valley,  so  Aubury  asserts,  and  the 
attempts  to  get  valuable  oil  lands  without  any  due 
observance  of  the  law  have  been  so  successful  that 
he  has  found  it  to  be  his  duty  to  call  the  attention  of 
the   Federal  officials  to  the  matter. 


MINE  SAFETY  DEMONSTRATION, 

Thirty  thousand  miners  are  expected  to  attend  the 
great  national  Mine  Safety  Demonstration  to  be  held 
in  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  October  26  and  27  under  the  aus- 
pices of  the  Federal  Bureau  of  Mines,  the  Ainerican 
Red  Cross,  the  Pittsburg  Coal  Operators'  Association 
and  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America. 

The  demonstration,  the  purpose  of  which  is  to 
teach  greater  safety  in  mining,  will  begin  the  morn- 
ing of  October  26,  at  the  experiment  station  of  the 
Bureau  of  Mines,  Fortieth  and  Butler  streets.  The 
first  day  will  be  devoted  to  the  interests  of  the  mine 
operators,  mine  owners,  mining  engineers  and  super- 
intendents of  mines.  There  will  be  an  explosion  of  coal 
dust  in  the  experiment  gallery  and  tests  of  mine  safety 
lamps  in  gas.  The  dangers  of  electric  sparks  in  gas 
and  coal  dust  will  also  be  shown  in  the  galleries. 


SHORT-CUT    IN    ESTIMATING    EXCAVATION 
OF  YARDAGE  IN  DITCH  CONSTRUCTION. 

In  ditch  or  railway  surveys  the  location  is  usually 
made  in  50  ft.  or  100  ft.  stations.  The  yardage  in 
each  50  or  100  ft.  segment  is  then  figured  by  adding 
together  the  end  areas  in  square  ft.,  dividing  by  two 
and  again  dividing  by  27  in  order  to  convert  into 
cubic  yards.  In  order  to  save  these  successive  steps 
the  following  tables  have  been  carefully  computed 
and   double-checked. 

In  order  to  apply  the  table  let  us  take  a  specific 
example.  Let  us  suppose  the  sum  of  the  end  areas  is 
28.4  sq.  ft.  Find  28  in  the  first  column,  then  read 
toward  the  right  and  under  column  headed  .4  read  52.6. 
This  means  that  a  prism  100  ft.  long  whose  end  areas 
sum  28.4  sq.  ft.  contains  52.6  cu.  yd.  Should  50  ft. 
stations  be  used  in  location  work,  divide  by  2  the 
amount  so  found.  AVhere  many  stations  are  to  be 
figured,  the  table  will  be  found  quick,  accurate  and  a 
great  time  saver. 
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Electric    Railway    System    Leading   to    Long    Beach 


GREAT   ELECTRICAL   ACTIVITY    IN    SOUTH- 
ERN CALIFORNIA. 

The  steam  plant  of  the  Southern  California  Edi- 
son Company  located  at  Long  Beach,  California,  has 
recently  been  put  into  operation.  The  unit  just  com- 
pleted has  a  capacity  of  16,000  h.p.  The  generating 
unit  is  of  the  vertical  steam  turbine  type  and  receives 
its  steam  from  eight  Sterling  boilers.  Crude  oil  is  the 
fuel  used. 

John  D.  Miller,  president  of  the  company,  recently 
spoke  of  the  enormous  demands  for  power  in  Southern 
California.  Portions  of  his  remarks  have  previously 
been  printed  in  the  Journal,  but  in  view  of  the  agita- 
tion in  Los  Angeles  looking  toward  an  early  develop- 
ment of  thousands  of  h.p.  from  the  Owens  River  pro- 
ject b}^  the  city  of  Los  Angeles,  it  is  interesting  to  see 
how  private  corporations  view  this  activity  in  the  way 
of  additional  power  output.  Mr.  Miller's  remarks  are 
as    follows : 


"During  May  of  this  year,  the  consumption  of 
electricity  for  power  purposes  far  exceeded  the  de- 
mand for  light.  Since  1904  our  power  business  has 
been  gradually  gaining  upon  the  light  business,  not- 
withstanding the  enormous  increase  of  the  latter  which 
grew  128  per  cent  during  the  period  of  1904  to  1910. 
Power  won  out  in  the  long  run  during  the  month  of 
May  showing  an  earning  of  $4,771.95  in  excess  of 
lighting. 

Throughout  the  months  of  this  year,  1911, 
the  same  condition  has  held — power  showing  an 
excess  of  $28,148.53.  During  the  corresponding- 
months  of  1910  the  condition  was  reversed,  light  ex- 
ceeding power  in  May  by  $2,492.40  and  in  June  by 
$16,837.55.  In  1904  onr  power  earnings  were  over 
22%  of  our  gross  electric  earnings ;  in  1905  they  in- 
creased to  24%;  in  1906  to  29%;  in  1907  to  32%;  in 
1908  to  35% ;  n  1909  to  41%  and  in  1910  to  47%  passing 
the  50%  mark  in  May  of  this  year  as  I  have  stated." 


Ocean  Scene  at  Long  Beach,  Where  the  Big  Steam  Plant  Has  .Ttist    Been    Completed. 
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PRIMER    OF    APPLIED   THERMODYNAMICS.' 

Second  Lecture. 

Thermometers  and  Calorimetry. 

Having  now  ac(|uirc(l  a  clear  conception  of  the 
difference  l^etween  "qnantity  of  lieat"  and  "tempera- 
ture," we  shall  next  in-oceed  to  consider  the  various 
methods  in  use  in  determining  the  numerical  values 
of  these  physical  conceptions. 

We  have  seen  how  the  selection  or  construction  of 
the  scale  to  be  employed  in  measurement  of  tempera- 
tures is  arbitrary,  but  having  decided  upon  our  definite 
fixed  physical  temperature  points,  such  as  the  freezing 
of  water  and  its  boiling  under  standard  conditions  we 
now  proceed  with  methods  and  devices  employed  in 
construction  of  thermometers.  In  1836,  Pouillet,  after 
a  series  of  investigations,  found  that  the  temperature 
of  furnaces  can  be  estimated  with  considerable  accu- 
racy by  the  color  of  the  fire,  and  that  with  a  little 
practice  the  error  at  any  high  temperatures  will  not 
exceed  90  deg.  or  100  deg.  F.  In  1899,  Howe,  Maunsel 
,  &  Taylor  revised  the  results  of  Pouillet's  obsen-ations. 
These  are  shown  in  Fig.  5,  where  may  be  found  the 
color  of  the  fire  opposite  the  particular  temperature. 

In  a  bulletin  published  by  the  Bureau  of  Standards 
in  1905,  it  is  stated  that  skilled  observers  may  vary 
100  deg.  F.  or  more  in  their  estimation  by  color  of 
relatively  low  temperature  and  beyond  2200  deg.  F. 
it  is  practically  impossible  to  make  estimations  with 
any  degree  of  certainty. 

The  air  thermometer  is  one  of  the  most  delicate 
means  of  measuring  temperatures,  but  due  to  its  nec- 
essary accurate  adjustments  and  auxiliary  scientific 
data  to  be  taken  simultaneously,  its  use  is  largely  re- 
stricted to  the  physical  and  chemical  laboratories. 
There  are  six  principal  methods  or  devices  employed 
in  engineering  practice  in  determining  temperatures 
and  they  are  as  follows : 

1.  Alcoholic   thermometer. 

2.  Mercurial  thermometer  or  p3a-ometer. 

3.  Expansion  pyrometer. 

4.  Melting  points  of  metals. 

5.  Le  Chatelier's  thermo-electric  pyrometer. 

6.  Calorimetry. 

1.  As  alcohol  has  a  very  low  freezing  point,  in 
fact  so  low  that  it  cannot  be  reached  by  any  natural  tem- 
perature, its  use  is  especially  recommended  in  meas- 
urements, where  low  temperatures  are  to  be  taken. 
Since  its  boiling  point  is  comparatively  low,  it  is  not  at 
all  useful,  however,  for  high  temperatures. 

2.  Mercury  is  an  excellent  substance  to  use  in  ther- 
mometers, as  the  variation  in  its  expansion  coefficient 
v/ith  rise  of  temperature  is  such  that  the  deleterious 
effect  of  the  expansion  coefficient  in  the  glass  tube 
is  very  nearly  offset  by  the  compensating  error  intro- 
duced by  assuming  a  constant  expansion  coefficient  for 
the  Mercury.  Mercury  boils  at  676  deg.  F.  and  for 
many  degrees  below  this  point  gives  off  considerable 
vapor.  As  a  consequence  the  ordinary  mercurial  ther- 
mometer can  not  be  depended  upon  for  a  higher  teni- 


Owens  River  Project,  Which  Will  Develop  Thousands 
of    Horsepower    for    Los   Angeles. 


'A  re.'sume.  devoid  of  higher  mathematics,  covering  the  essen- 
Is  of  a  series  of  lectures  now  being  given  by  the  editor  of 
s  .Journal  before  the  Senior  MeclianicTl  Engineering  students 


at   tiie   University  of   California 
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Fig.  5.  A  Fahrenheit  scale  from  0°  to  3200°.  On 
the  left  is  a  list  of  melting  points  of  metals 
and  on  the  right  the  colors  of  a  furnace  fire 
at  particular  temperatures. 


perature  than  500  deg.  F.  A  very  ingenious  device, 
nevertheless,  enables  us  to  make  use  of  the  mercurial 
thermometer  up  to  800  deg.  F.  A  small  amount  of 
nitrogen  gas  is  put  in  the  upper  column  of  the  tube 
and  as  the  mercury  column  expands  it  consequently 
compresses  the  nitrogen  gas.  The  reactive  pressure 
of  the  gas  upon  the  mercury  raises  its  boiling  point 
sufficiently  to  allow  us  to  read  up  to  800  deg.  F.,  as 
mentioned  above.  Since  chimney  gases  are  below  this 
temperature,  the  mercurial  pyrometer  is  very  appro- 
priate for  determination  of  their  temperatures.  The  bulb 
of  the  instument  should  project  into  the  path  of  maxi- 
mum velocity  of  the  escaping  gases  in  order  that  aver- 
age temperature  may  be  obtained,  and  before  a  read- 
ing is  taken,  it  is  necessary  to  keep  the  thermometer 
inserted  in  the  flue  socket  from  seven  to  fifteen  min- 
utes, depending  on  conditions. 

Expansion  pyrometers  are  useful  for  temperatures 
up  to  1500  deg.  F.  It  is  a  matter  of  common  knowl- 
edge that  when  heat  is  applied  to  a  substance  it 
changes  its  volume,  usually  by  increasing  the 
volume,  although  there  are  notable  exceptions. 
Different  bodies  expand  by  different  amounts  for 
the  same  increase  in  temperature.  If  now  we 
take  an  iron  pipe  and  within  it  insert  a  brass  rod 
which  expands  about  50  per  cent  more  than  iron  for 
a  given  rise  in  temperature,  we  can  by  rigidly  attach- 
ing one  end  of  the  brass  rod  to  a  cap  on  one  end  of 
the  iron  pipe,  construct  a  device  that  will  indicate  the 
temperatures.  All  that  is  necessary  to  do  is  to  attach 
a  multiplying  device  to  the  free  ends  and  calibrate  the 
readings  of  a  pointer  actuated  by  the  multiplying  de- 
vice. When  the  instrument  is  first  placed  in  a  fire,  it  is 
found  to  read  backwards,  and  when  taken  out  it  runs 
higher  up  the  scale  before  dropping  to  the  lower  tem- 
perature. This  is  caused  by  the  fact  that  the  new 
change  of  temperature  is  first  felt  in  the  iron  since 
time  is  necessary  to  conduct  heat  into  the  brass,  con- 
sequently in  the  use  of  an  instrument  of  this  sort 
great  care  must  be  exerted  to  see  that  temperatures 
are  even  throughout  the  entire  lengths  of  iron  and 
brass. 


The  melting  points  of  metals  give  a  very  con- 
venient method  for  determining  ranges  of  temper- 
ature up  to  the  melting  point  of  platinum,  3110  deg.  F. 
Upon  the  diagrammatic  representation.  Fig.  5,  are 
platted  various  melting  points,  and  it  will  be  seen 
that  by  proper  choice  of  metals.  Temperature  diflFer- 
ences  of  every  200  deg.  change  can  be  noted.  A  de- 
vice similar  to  Fig.  6  is  convenient   in  the  arrange- 


September  9,  1911.]               JOURNAL    OF    ELECTRICITY,    POWER    AND    GAS  227 

ment  of  the  metals  for  this  test.     As   will  be  noted  , "wt 

the  method  lacks  accuracy,  but  it  suffices  very  well  "                ws 

for   the    approximate    determination    of   the    tempera-  As  an  example,  let  us  suppose  that  4  lb.  of  cast 
tures   of  the   furnace,    and    in    different   parts    of   the  iron,  which  has  been  heated  to  an  unknown  tempera- 
tubes  of  a  boiler.  ture  be  plunged  into  20  lb.  of  water  at  64  deg.  F.  heat- 
Of    the    many    useful    and    practical    engineering  ing  it  thereby  to  124  deg.  F.  Then  substituting  we  have 

methods  at  our  disposal  for  the  measurement  of  high 

^                                           ,              ,              *  20  X  60 

temperatures,    the    most    accurate,    and    at    the    same  x  =  64-| 

time  the  most  interesting,  is  that  known  as  the  thermo-  ^  ' 

,      ^    .                          ,              T^''  .                            ..              ,  =64-1-1667  =  1731"'    F. 

electric   pyrometer,      it    is    a    peculiar    phenomenon, 

yet  none  the  less  true  that  if  we  join  together  two  I"  order  to  get  refined  results  many  sources  of 

different   metals   and   heat   this   junction,    an    electro-  error  must  be  properly  taken  care  of  in  this  method, 

motive    force    is    set   up    between   the    outer   ends    of  but  for  convenience  and  application  to  usual  approxi- 

the   wires.      This    electromotive    force    depends    upon  mate  temperature  tests,  it  excels  all  others. 

two   things,   first   the    composition   of   the   wires    and  Some   convenient   substances    and    their    specific 

second  the  temperature.    Hence  if  we  choose  any  two  heats  are  as  follows : 

wires,  the  electromotive  force  depends  directly  upon  -                                    table  ii. 

the  temperature.     In  the  thermo-electric  pyrometer  of  ^^^^"  Specific  Heats. 

Le  Chatelier,  the  wires  are  platinum  and  a  10  per  cent  Substance.                                Tem^'e^rTfure.  ■"r^e^mpera^ufe! 

alloy  of  platinum  and  rhodium,  inclosed  in  porcelain  Platinum   032  .038 

tubes  to  protect  them  from  the  oxidizing  influence  of   '  !r.°"  ["^^^^  "^  -^^^ 

,        ,  '^^  „.  ,      ,  ,  ,  Nicltel     109  .136 

the  furnace  gases,     bmce,  as  noted  above,  the  electro-  Fire    200  .260 

motive  force,  depends  on  the  temperature  of  the  junc- 

tion   alone   it   is   not   necessary   to   expose   the   entire  P  .  j  -..Tji-n»-p.rpTjy 

element  to  the  fire,  bue  solely  the  junction,  nor  is  it  .         . 

necessary  that  the  galvanometer  or  instrument  used  ^^  engmeenng  practice,  the  question  of  quantity 
to  measure  the  electro-motive  force  be  near  the  ele-  °^  '^^^*  "5"=^^'^  ^"-^^  '"^  ^^e  study  of  fuels.  Thus, 
ment— as  a  considerable  addition  of  lead  wires  has  '"  °'''^^'"  ^°  ^^^^'^  ^'^^  efficiency  of  a  boiler,  it  is  neces- 
no  practical  efifect  on  its  readings.  The  continuitv  of  ^^''^  ^°  •^'"°'^  ^'^^  amount  of  heat  given  oflf  by  the  fuels 
the  readings  by  means  of  a  thermo-electric  device  is  employed  m  combustion.  The  fuels  may  be  solids 
perfect,  and,  as  it  is  extremely  accurate,  the  ease  ^"""^  ^^  ^°^^'  ^^°°d-  bagasse,  or  liquids  such  as  petro- 
with  which  the  readings  are  made  commends  its  use.  ^^""^'  °''  S^^^^^  ^"^^^  ^^  natural  or  producer  gas.  The 
The  high  first  cost  of  the  instrument  is  its  material  different  methods  m  practice  employed  m  the  measure- 
drawback  for  universal  adoption.  "^e"*   °^   quantities   of  heat   are   classified    under   the 

Of  all  the  methods  of  temperature  measurement,  heading  of  calorimetry. 

that   known   as   tbe   calorimetry   process   is   the   most  ^he  heating  value  of  fuels    may    be    determined 

readily  accessible,  and  where  extreme  accuracy  is  not  ^^'*  more  or  less  approximation  to  accuracy  by  three 

desired,  it  is   found  to  be   most  useful.     The   savage  different  methods;  namely,  by  chemical  analysis,  by 

long  since   discovered  that  water  in   a    scooped    out  combustion  m  one  of  the  so  called  calorimeters  and 

log  could  be  made  to  boil,  not  by    putting    the    in-  ^y  actual   trial   m   a  steam  boiler.     The   accuracy  of 

flammable  log  over  his   fire    but    by    dropping    into  ^^e  first  two  methods  depends  on  the  precision  of  the 

the  water-filled  hollow  log  heated  rocks  picked  from  ^^^^hod  of  analysis  or  calorimetry  adopted,  and  upon 

the   hot    coals.      So    it    is,    if  we   take   from    a   boiler  ^he  care  and  skill  of  the  operator.     The  results  of  the 

furnace  a  piece  of  iron   heated  to  the   same   furnace  ^^'^^  method  are  subject  to  numerous  sources  of  varia- 

temperature  and  drop  it  into  water,  the  temperature  t^°"   ^"^   error,  and  may  be   taken  as   approximately 

of    the    water    is    raised    a    definite    amount,    and    if  ^^""^   ""'^   ^°^  the  particular   conditions   under  which 

we  know  the  weight  of  the  hot  substance,  its  specific  ^he  test  is  made.     Analysis  and  calorimetry  give  with 

heat  together  with  the  weight  of  the   water  and   its  considerable  accuracy  the  heatmg  value  which  may  be 

rise  in  temperature,  we  can  compute  the  temperature  obtained  under  the  conditions  of  perfect  combustion 

of  the  furnace  whence  came  the  hot  body.     Since  we  ^"^    complete    absorption    of   the    heat    produced.      A 

have  found  that  heat  is  a  form  of  energy,  and  since  boiler  test  gives  the  actual  result  under  conditions  of 

energy  is  indestructible,  if  there  is  no  radiation,  the  ■^0''^  °\  l^ss  imperfect  combustion,  and  of  numerous 

amount  of  heat  energv  given  up  by  the  hot  substance  ^"^  variable  wastes. 

must  be  exactly  equal  to  the  amount  gained  bv  the  There  are  many  forms  of  calorimeters  on  the  mar- 

water  '^et  but  two  seem  to  possess  such  exceptional  merits 

TT           .,                                                     •  that  we  shall  consider  these  alone. 

The  Parr  Calorimeter  is  the  invention  of  S.   \V. 

x  =  unknown   temperature  of  the  hot  substance.  Parr,  Professor  of  Applied  Chemistrv  at  the  Univer- 

w  =  weight   of  hot   substance   in    lb.  -i           r    rii-        •            a     1                          t,            r    ii         j           ■    <.'    ., 

w  =  weight  of  water  in  lb.  sity  of   Illinois.     A   large   number  of  the   descriptive 

T  =  final  temperature  of  water.  words  of  the  inventor  are  used  in  the  following  brief 

t=;  temperature     rise,    or    difference    between     initial     and  description    of    the    prOCeSS.       It    has    the    advantage    of 

final   temperatures  of  water.  ...                                                                 ,          .               '    . 

s  =  specific  heat  of  hot  sub.'.tance,  then,  since  Operating  Without  an  oxvgen  gas  supply;  Its  manipu- 

heat  lost  by  hot  substances  heat  gained  by  water  lation  is  simple  and  the  extraction  of  the  heat  rapid. 

w    (X— T)    s^Wt  .                      ,'                                                •            ,  •    1       .1         1        j     • 

w=K— wsT "wt  owing-  to    the    compact    mass    in    which    the    heat    is 
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generated.  It  is  designed  for  technical  purposes  and 
its  factor  of  error  is  well  within  0.5  per  cent.  The 
Parr  Calorimeter  depends  for  its  action  upon  the  lib- 
eration of  oxygen  from  a  compound  which  shall  in 
turn  absorb  the  products  of  combustion,  conditions 
admirably  met  in  sodium  peroxide;  this  obviates  the 
necessity  of  providing  for  an  outlet  for  those  gases 
and  also  any  loss  arising  from  the  heat  they  might 
carry'  off. 


Fig.   7. 

A,  Fig.  7,  is  the  calorimeter  of  about  two  liters 
capacity,  insulated  by  two  outer  vessels  of  indurated 
fibre,  B  and  C,  so  placed  as  to  provide  further  insu- 
lation by  the  air-spaces  b  and  c.  The  cover  is  double, 
to  correspond  with  the  air-space  between,  the  two 
parts  being  connected  for  convenience  in  handling. 
The  cartridge  D  has  a  capacity  of  about  25  cubic 
centimeters ;  it  rests  on  a  pivot  below,  extends  through 
the  covers,  and  has  a  small  removable  pulley  at  the 
end.  Turbine  wings  fastened  to  spring  clips  placed 
on  the  cartridge,  and  a  short  cylinder  E,  open  at  both 
ends,  is  provided  for  directing  the  current  set  up  by 
rotation  of  the  vanes  attached  to  the  cartridge.  The 
stem  of  the  cartridge  is  so  arranged  as  to  permit 
the  passage  of  a  short  piece  of  No.  12  copper  wire  to 
ignite  the  charge ;  it  is  provided  with  a  valve  D  at  the 
lower  end  to  prevent  the  escape  of  the  enclosed  air. 

A  test  is  made  in  the  following  manner.  One 
gram  of  coal  ground  to  pass  a  100-mesh  sieve,  dried 
at  105  deg.  C,  is  put  into  the  cartridge,  16-18  grams  of 
sodium  peroxide  added,  the  top  screwed  on,  and  the 
whole  shaken  to  thoroughly  mix  the  contents.  The 
peroxide  should  be  fine  enough  to  pass  a  25-mesh 
sieve.  The  cartridge  is  tapped  to  settle  the  charge  to 
the  bottom,  then  placed  in  the  calorimeter  which  con- 
tains two  liters  of  water.  It  is  then  rotated  50  to  100 
revolutions  per  minute.  The  water  should  be  3  to 
4  degrees  lower  than  the  room  temperature.  When 
the  temperature  has  become  constant  the  thermometer 
is  read,  a  hot  wire  dropped  down,  ignites  the  charge, 
which  burns  completely.  The  extraction  of  the  heat 
is  effected  in  about  five  minutes;  the  reading  of  the 
maximum  temperature  is  taken  and  the  calculations 
made  as  follows :  the  rise  of  temperature  is  corrected, 
first,  for  that  produced  by  the  hot  wire ;  this  amounts 
to  0.006  deg.  C.  per  %  inch  of  No.  12  copper  wire; 
second,  for  the  heat  produced  by  the  combination  of 


the  sodium  peroxide  with  the  carbon  dioxide  and  water 

formed   by  the   combustion;   this  amounts  to  27  per 

cent  of  the  total  indicated  heat.    If  C  equals  the  heat 

of  combustion  of  the  coal,  C  the  calories  indicated,  t 

the  rise  of  temperature,  and  w  the  water  employed, 

then 

c»  X  27 


C'=(t  — 0.006°)  X  W,  C=:C'- 
or    C=(t  —  0.006°)  X  "W"  X  0.73. 


100 


The  residue  from  the  combination  contains  the  car- 
bon of  the  coal  in  the  form  of  sodium  carbonate.  The 
volume  of  carbon  dioxide  may  readily  be  measured, 
and  from  this  the  total  carbon  of  the  coal  can  be  cal- 
culated. This  is  a  result  not  heretofore  available  ex- 
cept by  ultimate  analysis,  and  enhances  the  value  of 
the  instrument. 

The  Sargent  automatic  gas  calorimeter  is  used 
to  determine  the  calorific  value  as  well  as  the  foreign 
matter  in  gases.  The  method  is  quick,  simple  and 
accurate.  Fig.  8  shows  a  section  of  the  Sargent  calori- 
meter. It  is  seen  that  the  inlet  water  having  a  con- 
stant head  at  the  cistern  E,  the  temperature  of  which 
is  taken  at  C,  envelopes  the  whole  instrument  and 
passes  through  in  the  direction  of  the  arrows.  The 
rise  in  the  temperature  is  taken  by  the  thermometer 
at  D  before  any  heat  is  lost  by  radiation  to  the  air. 
The  combustion  of  gas  takes  place  in  the  central  flue, 
and  the  products  of  combustion  pass  to  the  top  and 
down  the  annular  chambers  in  the  direction  of  the 
arrows,  reaching  the  temperature  of  the  water  before 


Fig.    8. 


passing  out  at  B,  where  a  damper  regulates  the  ve- 
locity, and  the  thermometeer  gives  the  temperature 
of  the  exhaust  products.    A  device  is  attached  so  that 
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the  amount  of  water  is  very  accurately  weighed 
every  time  1-10  of  a  cubic  foot  of  gas  is  consumed. 
By  means  of  the  thermometers,  the  rise  in  tempera- 
ture is  ascertained,  consequently  we  are  enabled  to 
compute  at  once  the  calorific  value  of  the  gas. 

Thermotwisters. 

1.  Convince  yourself  of  the  enormous  amount  of  latent 
energy  stored  in  10  lb.  of  coal.  Assume  that  each  lb.  of  coal  has 
a  calorific  value  of  14,500  B.t.u.  Convert  into  mechanical  en- 
ergy and  estimate  the  vertical  aerial  journey  you  could  take 
on  this  energy,  were  it  exploded  under  you  and  your  body 
were    able    to    absorb    all    the    energy. 

2.  In  a  heat  engine  test,  each  pound  of  steam  leaves 
the  engine  containing  125.2  B.t.u.  less  heat  than  when  it  en- 
tered the  cylinder.  The  engine  develops  155  h.  p.,  and  con- 
sumes 3160  lb.  of  steam  per  hour.  Compute  the  mechanical 
equivalent  of  heat. 

3.  In  a  test  to  determine  the  calorific  value  of  anthracite 
coal  by  means  of  a  Parr  Calorimeter,  %  gram  of  the  coal  was 
properly  burned  and  a  temperature  rise  of  2.040°  C  noted.  How 
many   B.t.u.    of   heat   per  lb.    of   coal? 

4.  A  piece  of  wrought  iron  bar,  weighing  one-half  lb.,  is 
thrown  into  the  furnace  and  heated  to  the  temperature  of  the 
fire,  and  is  then  withdrawn  and  placed  in  a  pail  containing 
10  lb.  of  water.  The  original  temperature  of  water  was  60  deg. 
F.,  and  after  the  immersion  of  the  iron,  the  temperature  rose 
20  deg.     Find  temperature  of  the  furnace. 


ELECTRICAL   ACTIVITY    IN    NORTHERN 
CALIFORNIA. 

A  deal  that  gives  the  Siskiyou  Electric  Power 
&  Light  Company  absolute  monopoly  of  the  water 
power  resources  of  northern  California  and  southern 
Oregon  was  made  recently  when  the  Rogue  River 
Electric  Company  sold  its  light  and  power  plants  to 
the  Siskiyou  company  for  $3,300,000.  Those  con- 
cerned deny  the  merger  is  the  work  of  the  Western 
Power  Company,  the  so-called  power  trust,  of  which 
Colonel  Frank  Ray,  owner  of  the  Rogue  River  Elec- 
tric, is  vice-president.  It  is  known,  however,  that  the 
Western  Power  Company  has  acquired  control  of  prac- 
itcally  all  the  power  plants  in  northern  California,  and 
that  its  eyes  have  been  on  Oregon.  Owning  power 
plants  and  controlling  the  power  of  Rogue  River, 
Klamath  River  and  the  little  Shasta  River,  besides 
that  of  smaller  streams,  the  combination  is  the  most 
gigantic  ever  made  in  this  part  of  the  State. 

When  the  work  now  under  way  is  completed  this 
fall  to  a  total  of  80,000  horsepower  at  low  water  can 
be  generated  in  this  immense  plant.  Jesse  W.  Church- 
ill, president,  and  J.  P.  Churchill,  vice-president  of  the 
Siskiyou  company,  were  the  officials  who  met  Colonel 
Ray.  With  the  Churchills  are  Alex  J.  Rosborough  and 
F.  Detristan  of  Paris,  representing  a  wealthy  French 
syndicate. 


SWISS  AUTHORITIES  ADOPT  SINGLE  PHASE 

SYSTEM  FOR  STATE  RAILROAD 

ELECTRIFICATION. 

In  the  Daily  Consular  and  Trade  Reports  of 
August  28,  1911,  the  following  statement  in  regard 
to  the  electrification  of  the  Swiss  State  Railways  ap- 
pears : 

"I  am  able  to  state  on  the  highest  possible  au- 
thority that  the  report  of  the  Swiss  Commission  which 
has  been  investigating  the  question  of  the  electrifi- 
cation of  the  Swiss  national  railways  will  recommend 
the  adoption  of  the  overhead  system  similar  to  that 


which  is  now  in  use  upon  the  London  Bridge,  Victoria 
&  Crystal  Palace  Lines  of  the  London,  Brighton  & 
South  Coast  Railway.  This  decision  has  been  arrived 
at  after  a  most  careful  comparison  with  the  third-rail 
system  as  adopted  upon  the  underground  railways  of 
London  and  other  electric  railways  in  this  country. 

The  importance  of  electric  railway  working  was 
fully  recognized  by  the  Swiss  State  authorities  as 
far  back  as  1904,  when  a  commission  of  22  experts 
was  appointed  to  study  the  matter.  Up  to  the  present 
time  three  reports  have  been  issued  by  this  com- 
mission; the  first  deals  with  the  probable  power  re- 
quirements of  the  whole  Federal  system,  consisting 
of  1830  miles;  the  second  concerns  the  nature  of  the 
traffic,  and  the  third  deals  with  the  most  suitable  sys- 
tem; that  is,  continuous  current  or  alternating  current. 
The  report  about  to  be  issued  will  recommend  the 
adoption  of  a  single-phase,  alternating  current  sys- 
tem with  a  pressure  of  15,000  volts  in  the  overhead 
wires.  The  first  work  to  be  taken  in  hand  will  be 
the  conversion  of  the  St.  Gothard  Railway,  and  com- 
parative estimates  have  shown  that  the  adoption  of  the 
third-rail  continuous  current  system,  so  much  in  use  in 
London,  would  involve  a  capital  expenditure  of  about 
8  per  cent  more  than  with  the  overhead  system. 

The  total  cost  of  conversion  to  electric  traction 
upon  the  overhead  system  is  estimated  at  $13,140,000, 
while  the  running  costs  are  estimated  at  about  10  per 
cent  less  than  the  present  cost  with  steam  traction. 
Although  no  specific  sums  were  mentioned  in  the  Swiss 
budget  for  1911  for  the  electrical  equipment  of  rail- 
ways, certain  amounts  were  included  for  the  acquisi- 
tion of  water  power  for  the  generation  of  the  neces- 
sary electrical  energy  and  also  for  further  preliminary 
calculations  and  estimating  work." 


CENSUS  RETURNS   FOR  POWER  AND   FUEL 
IN  ARIZONA. 

The  increase  in  primary  power  from  1904  to  1909 
was  in  power  generated  by  steam  engines,  both  water 
power  and  power  generated  by  gas  engines  showing 
a  decrease.  However,  a  slight  increase  in  the  number 
of  gas  engines  is  shown,  there  being  31  such  engines 
in  1909,  as  compared  with  28  in  1904,  although  the 
total  horsepower  developed  by  them  decreased  from 
1,392  in  1904  to  1,285  in  1909.  The  figures  also  show 
that  the  practice  of  renting  power  is  on  the  increase, 
9  per  cent  of  the  total  power  being  rented  in  1909,  as 
compared  with  1.9  per  cent  in  1904  and  0.4  per  cent  in 
1899.  The  use  of  electric  motors  for  the  purpose  of 
applying  the  power  generated  within  the  establish- 
ments is  also  shown  to  be  increasing  rapidly,  the  horse- 
power of  such  motors  increasing  from  496  in  1899  to 
4,656  in  1904  and  to  11,786  in  1909. 

(Hosely  related  to  the  question  of  kind  of  power 
eiiir Lived  is  that  of  fuel  used  in  generating  this  power, 
or  otherwise  as  material  in  the  manufacturing  pro- 
cesses. All  industries  in  1909  used  7,561  tons  of  an- 
thracite coal;  60,.256  tons  of  bituminous  coal;  463,233 
tons  of  coke;  14,558  cords  of  wood;  610,594  barrels  of 
oil,  including  gasoline;  1,865,000  feet  of  gas;  and  20 
tons  of  other  fuel.  ^ 
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The  congestion  of  traffic  in  the  business  centers 
of  San   Francisco  has   already  become  apparent,   and 

it  is  most  opportune  that  the 
Traffic  Expert  Finance  and  Public  Utilities  Com- 

for  San  Francisco   mittee   has    decided   to    engage   an 

expert  with  his  corps  of  assistants 
to  make  a  thorough  investigation  and  recommendation 
for  future  improvements.  At  certain  hours  during  the 
day  the  business  of  the  great  western  metropolis  has 
a  tendency  toward  becoming  paralyzed  through  lack 
of  traffic  facilities.  If  this  is  the  case  now,  a  situation 
of  embarrassment  is  to  be  anticipated  when  the  rush 
of  exposition  visitors  and  the  enormous  consequent  in- 
crease in  traffic  arrives  unless  needed  improvements 
and  enlargements  are  undertaken  at  once.  Bion  J.  Ar- 
nold, the  well  known  municipal  expert,  has  been  en- 
gaged for  this  work.  Mr.  Arnold  comes  to  this  field 
loaded  with  experiences  derived  from  similar  investi^ 
gations  in  a  half  dozen  other  great  American  cities, 
and  the  results  of  his  efforts  will  be  watched  by  all 
with    great    expectancy. 


It  is  interesting  to  note  the  new  uses  for  electrical 
power  in  the  west  springing  up  ab(?ut  us  almost  daily. 

The  housewife  in  thousands  of 
New  Power  western     homes    has    long    since 

Industries  found  the  electric  iron,  not  only  a 

convenience,  but,  when  needed  for 
short  service,  an  actual  economy.  The  recent  experi- 
ments in  orcharding  in  parts  of  the  northwest,  wherein 
electricity  is  made  use  of  in  combating  the  codlin  moth, 
will  be  watched  with  considerable  interest.  Should  it 
prove  a  success,  thousands  upon  thousands  of  dollars 
annually  spent  in  sprays  and  other  chemicals  will  be 
diverted  into  revenue  for  the  power  plant.  The  saw- 
mill was  formerly  thought  to  be  the  last  stronghold  of 
steam,  but  fortune  is  a  cruel  goddess,  and  we  not  only 
find  electrically  operated  sawmills  on  the  increase,  but 
even  the  steam  equipment  in  the  logging  camps  is 
giving  way  to  modern  electrically  driven  machinery. 
The  donkey  engine,  thought  by  all  to  be  the  one  fort- 
ress to  forever  baffle  economic  electrical  manipulation, 
is  one  of  the  latest  conquests  and  will  be  found  de- 
scribed elsewhere  in  these  columns.  The  greatest 
field  for  future  power  uses,  however,  unquestionably 
lies  dormant  in  the  great  undeveloped  arid  tracts  of 
land  awaiting  water  to  make  them  yield  the  remark- 
able crops  known  only  to  Western  soil.  In  the  strug- 
gle and  strife  for  water  during  the  past  years,  engi- 
neers have  schemed  and  planned  gravity  systems  until, 
today,  the  number  of  combinations  is  about  exhausted. 
Pumping  plants  must  be  the  solution  for  the  future. 
The  State  Engineer  of  Idaho  estimates  that  there  are 
in  his  State  acreages  by  the  millions  that  are  suscepti- 
ble of  economic  irrigation  by  this  method.  Similar 
conditions  are  to  be  found  in  other  commonwealths  of 
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the  West.  In  Southern  California  where  the  combi- 
nations of  gravity  systems  were  long  since  exhausted, 
the  new  installations  of  electrically  operated  pumps 
have  already  swelled  the  power  consumption  of  the 
Edison  Company  so  that  their  power  sales  exceed 
their  sales  for  lighting  purposes.  Thus  hand  in  hand 
our  western  agricultural  and  power  development  will 
increase.  Surely  a  great  empire  never  offered  a  more 
flattering  outlook  for  substantial  growth. 


There  are  in  general  two  methods  utilized  in  cre- 
ating light  by  electrical  energy — the  electric  arc  and 

„   ..         e  the  incandescent  lamp.     In  the  in- 
Kabngor  ,  ,  ,        . 

,  J  ^  candescent  lamp  an  electric  current 

Incandescent  ,    ,        ^. 

I  IS  passed  through  a  solid  conductor 

known  as  a  filament,  which  is 
heated  to  incandescence  by  the  electrical  energy  being 
dissipated  as  heat  according  to  well-known  physical 
laws.  This  filament  is  found  to  operate  best  where 
enclosed  in  a  glass  globe  from  which  the  air  has  prac- 
tically been  exhausted. 

In  order  to  make  comparisons  of  one  lamp  with 
another,  certain  units  of  light  output  are  necessary, 
as  the  ultimate  aim  of  lamp  manufacturing  is  to  pro- 
duce the  most  light  for  the  least  money.  Lamps  were 
first  rated  in  watts  consumed  per  mean  horizontal  can- 
dle power.  This  is  not  a  strictly  accurate  or  fair 
method,  however,  as  horizontal  candle  power  bears  a 
variable  proportion  to  the  total  light  flow  or  flux  for 
different  makes  of  lamps.  Hence  the  mean  spherical 
candle  power  was  adopted,  which  averages  conditions, 
taking  into  account  the  entire  amount  of  light  ema- 
nating from  the  lamp.  For  instance,  with  the  carbon 
filament  lamp  the  reduction  factor  necessary  to  trans- 
form from  mean  horizontal  to  mean  spherical  candle- 
power  is  usually  .79.  Hence  a  sixteen  candle 
power  lamp  has  a  mean  spherical  candle  power 
of  16  X  -79  =  12.6  c.  p.,  and  at  an  efficiency 
of  3.1  watts  per  horizontal  candle  power,  has  an  effi- 
ciency of  3.92  watts  per  mean  spherical  candlepower. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  the  progress  in  efficiency 
.  by  scientific  study  and  invention  in  the  incandescent 
lamp  industry.  As  an  improvement  over  the  carbon 
filament,  first  came  the  osmium  lamp,  which  required 
but  1.5  watts  per  candle  power.  Since  the  entire 
world's  supply  of  osmium  would  be  exhausted  in  the 
lamp  production  of  one  year  we  cannot  hope  much 
from  this  quarter.  Next  came  the  tantalum  lamp  with 
an  efficiency  of  about  2  watts  per  candle  power,  and 
finally  the  tungsten  lamp  with  its  efficiency  of  1  to 
1^4  watts  per  candle  power.  As  tungsten  metal  has 
the  highest  melting  point  of  all  known  metals,  it  can 
be  operated  at  the  highest  temperature,  consequently 
with  the  highest  efficiency.  In  the  busy  struggle  of 
competition  the  lamp  companies  have  done  much  in 
educating  the  public  to  a  fuller  realization  of  economic 
methods  of  lamp  use. 

In  our  domestic  life,  after  we  have  worn  a  suit 


of  clothes  for  a  time,  some  of  us  discard  it  at  the 
change  of  the  season,  others  upon  its  becoming  glossy, 
others  wait  until  the  bottoms  of  the  trousers  become 
thread-bare,  and  still  others  have  no  definite  point 
of  abandonment,  but  wear  it  on  and  on  to  the  discredit 
of  our  personal  appearance  and  the  amusement  of  our 
non-admiring  friends.  In  a  word  the  whole  question 
of  the  proper  time  for  putting  on  a  new  suit  of  clothes 
varies  immensely  with  the  individual,  no  definite  cut- 
and-dried  mathematical  formula  having  ever  been  put 
forth.  The  particular  time  for  a  change  is  solved  by 
the  individual  judgment  of  the  user.  Thus  would  have 
been  uses  in  the  lamp  industry  had  it  not  been  for  the 
wide-awake  lamp  companies.  The  thousands  of  private 
homes  would  have  continued  to  burn  their  lamps 
till  the  lamp  became  broken  or  the  fancy  of  the  user 
operated  in  a  change. 

Elsewhere  in  these  columns  will  be  found  an  ar- 
ticle on  the  triple  rating  of  lamps.  It  is  shown  that 
in  general  two  factors  enter  into  the  cost  of  light,  one 
the  energy  charge  and  the  other  the  lamp  charge. 
The  former  is  an  increasing  direct  proportion  with 
watts  per  candle  power,  but  the  latter  decreases  with 
the  same  variable.  Now  then,  by  algebraically  adding 
those  two  curves,  point  by  point,,  a  third  curve  is  de- 
duced showing  the  absolute  cost.  This  curve  shows 
a  definite  point  at  which  the  cost  not  only  ceases  to 
decrease  with  watts  per  candle  power  but  actually  in- 
creases. This  point  is  graphically  determined  by  pick- 
ing out  the  point  in  the  third  curve  nearest  the  horizon- 
tal abscissa  line.  It  is  evident  that  upon  the  cost  of 
power  the  steepness  of  the  energy  cost  line  will  de- 
pend. Thus  when  power  is  cheap,  this  line  will  be 
comparatively  flat.  This  in  turn  afiiects  the  total  cost 
curve  by  making  the  minimum  point  further  to  the 
right,  which  evidently  means  that  where  power  is 
cheap,  low  efficiency  lamps  are  most  economical  and 
conversely  where  power  is  high,  high  efficiency  lamps 
are  by  far  the  best  to  use.  To  meet  these  varying 
conditions  of  energy  cost,  a  triple  rating  of  lamps  has 
been  introduced  by  the  lamp  companies,  so  that  pur- 
chasers may  use  lamps  best  adapted  to  this  varying 
quantity. 

As  this  educational  campaign  on  the  part  of  the 
lamp  companies  continues,  more  and  more  will  the 
lamp  users  realize  that  not  only  definite  voltages  are 
best  adapted  for  economic  conditions,  but,  unlike  the 
effect  of  the  loosely  drawn  lines  for  discarding  of 
clothes,  the  actual  abandonment  of  lamps  for  new 
ones,  at  the  arrival  of  the  end  of  the  definite  useful 
period  is  a  scientific  economy  and  the  more  carefully 
attended  to,  the  more  money  will  it  be  in  the  pocket. 

The  electric  lamp  is  today  the  means  of  light- 
ing the  millions  of  American  homes.  Its  scientific 
study  and  economic  use  enters  the  inner  vail  of  our 
home  life.  The  educational  campaign  in  behalf  of  its 
proper  uses  is  due  to  the  energy  and  enterprise  of  the 
American  lamp  companies  and  to  them  must  be  given 
all  credit. 
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PERSONALS. 

F.  O.  Sievers,  of  ttie  Port  Wayne  Electric  Works  sales 
force,  is  spending  a  vacation  in  the  mountains. 

S.  N.  Griffith,  an  electric  railway  promoter  of  Fresno, 
arrived  at  San  Francisco  during  the  past  week. 

C.  R.  Downs,  the  head  of  the  waterworks  system  at 
Sutter   Creek,    was   a   recent   San   Francisco   visitor. 

Wm.  Stranahan,  manager  of  the  Coalinga  Water  &  Elec- 
tric Co.,  was  at  San  Francisco  last  week  from  Coalinga,  Cal. 

K.  G.  Dunn,  engineer  with  Hunt  Mirk  &  Co.,  returned  to 
San  Francisco  during  the  past  week,  after  a  business  tour  of 
the  Pacific  Northwest. 

W.  J.  Beck,  an  official  of  the  New  York  Edison  Com- 
pany, who  is  touring  the  Pacific  Coast,  arrived  at  San  Fran- 
cisco during  the  past  week. 

William  D.  Ward,  of  the  Pelton  Water  Wheel  Company's 
sales  force,  has  been  visiting  the  Rocky  Mountain  region  of 
the  Northwest  on  hydroelectric  business. 

A.  H.  Halloran,  managing  editor  of  the  Journal  of  Elec- 
tricity, Power  and  Gas,  is  enjoying  a  few  days'  outing  in  Los 
Angeles,    combining    business    with   pleasure. 

H.  A.  Lardner,  manager  ol  J.  G.  White  &  Co.'s  Pacific 
Coast  Branch,  recently  returned  to  his  San  Francisco  head- 
quarters after  an  inspection  tour  of  Southern  California. 

Tracey  E.  Blbbins,  of  the  General  Electric  Company's 
engineering  staff,  recently  returned  to  San  Francisco,  after 
attending  the  National  Electrical  Jobbers'  Convention  in 
the   East. 

E.  E.  Trowbridge,  an  attorney  of  Los  Angeles,  whose 
advice  has  had  much  to  do  with  the  development  of  the 
Southern  California  Edison  Company,  recently  spent  a  few 
days  at  San  Francisco. 

E.  B.  Strong,  president  and  manager  of  the  Technical  Pub- 
lishing Co.,  publishers  of  the  Journal  of  Electricity,  Power 
and  Gas,  after  an  eastern  business  trip  covering  several 
months,  is  again  back  at  the  San  Francisco  office. 

W.  S.  Woodridge,  manager  of  the  Pacific  Coast  office 
of  Ford,  Bacon  &  Davis,  of  New  York,  returned  last  Monday 
after  inspecting  the  work  in  progress,  on  the  Sierra  &  San 
Francisco  Power  Company's  new  dam  on  the  Stanislaus 
River. 

F.  G.  Baum,  of  P.  G.  Baum  &  Co.,  has  secured  a  fran- 
chise for  the  erection  and  maintenance  of  poles,  towers  and 
electric  transmission  lines  through  Monterey  County.  The 
electric  power  line,  which  his  company  is  constructing  south 
from  SaUnas,  has  been  completed  for  a  distance  of  nine 
miles  and  will  be  extended  to   70   miles. 

A  party  of  the  Pacific  Gas  &  Electric  Company's  engi- 
neering staff,  including  J.  H.  Wise,  assistant  general  man- 
ager; J.  P.  Jolly  man,  the  new  engineer  of  electrical  con- 
struction; and  P.  M.  Downing,  engineer  of  operation  and 
maintenance  of  hydroelectric  plants,  have  returned  from 
an  inspection  tour  of  the  hydroelectric  developments  in  the 
Sacramento  Valley  district. 

Ralph  D.  Mershon,  of  New  York,  is  at  San  Francisco  in 
charge  of  an  exhaustive  engineering  Investigation  of  the  elec- 
tric generating  plants  and  electrical  equipment  of  the  local 
and  suburban  traction  systems  of  the  Oakland  Railways  Com- 
pany, a  subsidiary  corporation  of  the  United  Properties  in- 
terests. A  great  increase  in  the  capacity  of  these  plants 
will  be  necessary  to  provide  for  the  projected  extensions  of 
the  Key  Route  and  Oakland  Traction  lines.  It  is  understood 
that  Mershon's  report  will  be  a  basis  for  the  future  financing 
on  a  large  scale  for  many  contemplated  improvements. 


TRADE    NOTES. 

The  Great  Shoshone  &  Twin  Falls  Water  Power  Company, 
of  Twin  Falls,  Idaho,  has  placed  an  order  with  the  Westing- 
house  Electric  &  Mfg.  Company  for  five  75  kva.,  24000  volt, 
oil-insulated,  self-cooled  transformers. 

The  General  Electric  Company  has  sold  to  the  South- 
ern California  Edison  Company,  one  2000  k.v.a.,  500  r.p.m., 
11,000  v.,  3-phase,  50  cycle,  2  bearing,  synchronous  con- 
denser, to  be  direct  connected  to  exciter. 

The  Pacific  Gas  &  Electric  Company,  of  San  Francisco, 
Cal.,  has  recently  placed  with  the  Westinghouse  Electric  & 
Mfg.  Company  an  order  for  ten  1000  kva.,  oil-insulated,  self- 
cooled,  tubular  type,  11000  volt  transformers. 

Exhaust  turbine  generators  have  become  a  feature  of 
the  best  sawmills  in  the  State  of  California.  The  Yosemite 
Lumber  Company  which  is  building  a  large  sawmill  plant 
at  Merced  Palls,  recently  ordered  from  the  Alhs  Chalmers 
Company  a  450  kw.  normal,  mixed-pressure  turbine  generator 
set.  A  turbine  condenser  and  auxiliary  apparatus  with  switch- 
board complete,  were  also  included  in  the  contract. 

The  Brilliant  Electric  Company,  401  Electric  Building, 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  has  opened  at  151  New  Montgomery  street, 
San  Francisco,  a  branch  office  which  will  be  in  charge  of 
Mr.  E.  D.  Hand,  the  company's  Pacific  Coast  representative. 
Orders  for  incandescent  lamps  received  at  the  new  office 
will  be  covered  by  prompt  shipments  from  the  neighboring 
warehouse  at  Oakland.  Another  "Brilliant"  office  has  been 
opened  in  Los  Angeles,  California. 

K.  G.  Dunn,  with  Hunt,  Mirk  &  Co.,  is  visiting  San  Diego, 
where  his  firm  has  been  installing  a  1000  kw.  exhaust  tur- 
bine generating  set  with  Westinghouse  reducing  gear,  which 
is  the  first  of  that  type  on  the  Pacific  Coast.  The  AlUs- 
Chalmers  Corliss  main  engine  was  started  up  last  week  and 
the  new  turbine  has  since  been  turning  over  with  every- 
thing working  satisfactorily.  Manager  of  Motive  Power  Mc- 
Nutt  of  the  San  Diego  Electric  Railway  Company,  has  the 
supervision  of  the  new  plant. 

John  S.  Baker,  who,  for  several  years  past,  was  at  the 
head  of  the  electric  motor  sales  department  of  the  General 
Electric  Company,  in  this  city,  has  been  appointed  District 
Manager  of  the  Crocker-Wheeler  Company's  new  Pacific 
Coast  branch  with  headquarters  at  Room  400,  First  Na- 
tional Bank  Building,  San  Francisco.  Mr.  Baker  Is  well 
equipped  for  his  position  and  will  be  prepared  to  reach 
out  for  business  with  a  full  line  of  alternating  motors  in 
addition  to  the  a.c.  generators  formerly  turned  out  by  the 
Crocker-Wheeler    factory. 


NEW   CATALOGUES. 

The  new  100-page  catalogue  of  the  Fostoria  Glass  Spe- 
cialty Company  entitled  "Illuminating  Glassware"  lists,  and 
illustrates  by  means  of  half-tone  cuts,  more  than  1500  differ- 
ent styles  of  clear  cut  and  etched  globes,  shades  and  re- 
flectors for  electric  and  gas  lamps.  In  respect  to  the  num- 
ber of  styles  illustrated,  this  is  probably  the  most  compre- 
hensive catalogue  ever  distributed  by  an  American  glass 
company;  it  is  in  fact  a  veritable  reference  work  on  the  nu- 
merous schools  of  design  and  profusion  of  shapes  exemplified 
in  modern  decorated  illuminating  glassware.  The  book  itself 
is  most  attractively  put  together,  and  in  spite  of  its  scope 
is  not  at  all  unwieldly.  It  will  be  mailed  gratis  to  persons 
interested  in  its  contents  from  a  commercial  or  professional 
standpoint.  Applications  should  be  made  to  the  company's 
headquarters  at  Fostoria,  Ohio,  and  should  specify  "Catalogue 
No.  52."  "Iris,"  or  iridescent  glassware,  is  described  in  a 
separate  publication  by  the  same  company. 
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1,001,290.     Steam-Generator.     William  E.  McKee,  Bisbee, 
Ariz.     A  steam  generator  comprising  a  container  for  water 


provided  with  a  slag  inlet,  a  valve  controlling  the  slag  inlet 
and  means  responsive  to  the  flow  of  slag  for  controlling  the 
operation  of  said  valve. 

1,001,305.     Air-Compressor.    Edward  A.  Rix,  Oakland,  Cal. 
In  an  air  compressor,  the  combination  of  a  cylinder  having 


a  head,  said  cylinder  and  head  inclosing  an  annular  valve 
chamber  of  larger  diameter  than  the  cylinder  bore,  said 
chamber  having  its  inside  periphery  open  directly  to  the  cylin- 
der bore,  said  cylinder  having  ports  into  said  chamber,  and 
a  thin  annular  detached  plate  valve  of  greater  diameter  than 
the  cylinder  bore  in  the  cavity  operative  puppet-fashion  solely 
by  the  forces  of  gravity  suction  and  compression  to  control 
said  ports. 

1,001,143.  Oil-Burner.  Fred  Hendricks,  Lodi,  Cal.  A 
device  of  the  character  described  comprising  the  combina- 
tion with  a  stove  having  a  central  orifice  above  the  fire  box. 
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of  a  burner  pan  comprising  a  bottom  member  having  an  up- 
wardly projecting  flange  all  around  its  contour,  further  pro- 
jecting side  members  centrally  located  on  each  side  of  said 
pan,  a  centrally  orificed  removable  lid  on  said  side  members,  a 
central  pin  projecting  upwardly  from  the  said  pan,  a  cup- 
like receptacle  on  the  lower  end  of  said  pin,  an  inverted 
cup-like  receptacle  on  the  upper  end  of  said  pin,  said  inverted 


receptacle  having  a  plurality  of  orifices,  a  hood  disposed  over 
the  orifice  in  said  lid  and  projecting  through  the  orifice  in  said 
stove,  said  hood  having  a  plurality  of  recesses  in  its  lower 
edge,  an  oil  feed  pipe  discharging  through  said  hood  and 
said  orifices  in  said  stove  and  lid  and  on  to  said  inverted 
cup-like  receptacle,  and  a  water  supply  pipe  communicat- 
ing with  said  oil  pipe  as  described. 

1,001,557.  Hydrocarbon-Burner.  Hiram  C.  Ruggles,  Pas- 
adena, Cal.  A  hydrocarbon  burner,  comprising  a  base  mem- 
ber having  a  steam-way  opening  therethrough,  a  nozzle  formed 
on  the  upper  end  thereof,  a  support  mounted  in  said  nozzle 
and  extending  therethrough,  an  inverted  cup-shaped  plate 
mounted  on  said  support,  an  oil-way  formed  in  said  base 
member  and  terminating  in  the  upper  end  thereof  adjacent  the 


steam  nozzle  in  a  discharge  orifice,  said  oil-way  surrounding 
said  steam-way,  a  cup-shaped  chamber  formed  on  the  upper 
end  of  said  oil-way  adjacent  said  discharge  orifice,  said  cup- 
shaped  chamber  forming  with  the  inverted  cup-shaped  plate 
a  mixing  chamber,  and  means  to  regulate  the  size  of  the 
opening  in  the  steam  nozzle. 

1,001,595.  Internal-Combustion  Engine.  Szymon  Jachi- 
movicz,  Berkeley,  Cal.,  assignor  of  one-half  to  M.  Grodin, 
Oakland,  Cal.  In  an  internal  combustion  engine  having  inlet 
and  outlet  valves  and  shafts  rotating  in  fixed  bearings,  loose 
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cams  on  said  shafts  for  controlling  said  valves  In  both  direc- 
tions of  motion  of  said  shafts,  means  for  shifting  the  cams 
longitudinally  upon  the  shafts,  and  means  for  shifting  the 
cams  circumferentially  upon  the  shafts. 
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RECENT     IMPROVEMENTS     IN     DISTRIBUTING     TRAN'S- 
FORMERS. 

About  three  years  ago  such  marked  improvements  were 
made  in  the  design  of  single-phase  distributing  transformers 
that  it  was  thought  for  a  time  that  further  improvements  were 
practically  impossible.  These  improvements  were  first  em- 
bodied in  the  type  S  transformer  developed  by  the  Westing- 
house  Electric  &  Mfg.  Company,  East  Pittsburg,  Pa.  They 
consisted  principally  in  a  radically  new  shell  design  of  mag- 
netic circuit  whereby  low  magnetic  reluctance  is  obtained 
without  increasing  the  mean  length  of  turn  of  the  winding, 


1.      Improved    Transformer    High    Tension    Coils 
Showing   the   Many   Sub-divisions   Used. 

and  which  was  especially  adapted  for  the  use  of  the  new  sili- 
con steel  for  the  magnetic  circuit.  These  improvements  re- 
sulted in  a  marked  increase  in  efficiency,  better  regulation, 
and  a  reduction  in  exciting  current,  all  inportant  character- 
istics. 

So  radical  were  the  changes  made  at  that  time  that  a 
large  proportion  of  the  electrical  fraternity  were  led  to  feel 
that  further  increases  in  efficiency  and  exciting  current  were 
impossible.  Nevertheless,  development  of  the  type  S  trans- 
formers has  continued  to  progress  and  several  marked  im- 
provements have  been  recently  announced. 

It  is  the  belief  of  the  designers  of  this  line  of  trans- 
formers that  this  improved  shell  type  of  construction  cannot 
be  materially  improved  upon  for  distributing  transformers  of 
the  2200  volt  class.  The  success  of  the  large  number  of 
transformers  of  this  type  now  in  service  supports  this  view. 


Fig, 


Improved     Transformer     Bushings     Showing 
Preventatives   tor  Dust  Collection. 


The  recent  improvements  have,  therefore,  resulted  from  im- 
proved materials  and  better  mechanical  design.  The  sub- 
ject of  insulation  has  been  given  special  attention,  as  upon 
this  the  life  of  the  transformer  largely  depends.  The  in- 
sulating materials  now  used  are  of  better  quality  both  me- 


chanically and  electrically,  with  the  result  that  a  further  in- 
crease in  efficiency  and  reduction  of  exciting  current  has 
been  obtained.  For  example,  the  IVz  kva.  type  S  trans- 
former which  formerly  had  an  iron  loss  of  62  watts  and  copper 
loss  of  125  watts,  now  has  only  57  watts  iron  loss  and  110 
watts  copper  loss.  The  exciting  current  has  been  reduced 
from  2.2  per  cent  to  1.7  per  cent,  and  the  regulation  at  100 
per  cent  power  factor  improved  from  1.69  per  cent  to  1.55 
per  cent.  Other  sizes  show  corresponding  improved  per- 
formance. 

A  very  uniform  temperature  is  maintained  throughout 
the  entire  transformer  and  in  no  place  does  the  temperature 
rise  exceed  50  degrees  under  normal  conditions.  This  insures 
long  life  and  high  all  day  efficiency. 

In  line  with  the  question  of  insulation,  the  high  tension 
coils  have  been  further  subdivided,  to  reduce  the  voltage 
between  layers  of  the  windings  as  well  as  between  coils  and 
thus  relieve  the  strain  on  the  insulation.  A  view  of  the  im- 
proved coil  is  shown  in  Pig  1. 

Slight  changes  have  also  been  made  in  the  terminal  bush- 
ings to  further  prevent  possibility  of  grounding  to  case  due  to 
the  collection  of  dust  between  the  bushing  and  the  case  and 
to  still  further  make  the  siphoning  of  oil  from  the  case  im- 
possible.   The  new  bushing  is  shown  in  Fig.  2. 

A  highly  flexible  weatherproof  cable  is  used  for  the  leads 
of  the  type  S  transformer.  These  leads  are  rubber  insulated 
with  a  grade  of  rubber  that  would  deteriorate  very  slowly 
if  exposed  to  the  weather;  the  rubber  insulation  is  protected 
by  a  braided  covering.  This  cable  meets  the  rigid  new  re- 
auirements  of  the  National  Board  of  Fire  Underwriters,  which 
some  of  the  cables  now  used  on  transformers  do  not. 

The  manufacturers  of  the  type'  S  transformer  announce 
that  they  do  not  believe  a  transformer  incapable  of  further 
improvement  will  ever  be  built,  and  that  therefore  it  is  their 
intention  to  continue  the  development  of  this  line,  even 
though  they  consider  it  already  ahead  of  anything  on  the 
market. 


VENTILATION      PENNSYLVANIA      RAILWAY     COMPANY, 

BALTIMORE  AND  POTOMAC  TUNNEL,  AT 

BALTIMORE,   MARYLAND. 

The  Pennsylvania  Railway  Company  are  installing  a  very 
large  ventilating  plant  in  one  of  the  tunnels  under  the  City 
of  Baltimore.  This  tunnel  has  a  length  of  4963  feet  with  a 
cross  sectional  area  of  432  sq.  ft.    The  crown  of  the  tunnel  is 
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"Wheel    of    Sirocco    Fan    for    Ventilating 
&  Potomac  Tunnel. 


Baltimore 
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19  feet  high  above  the  rails  at  the  portals  and  the  cubic  feet 
of  space  from  end  to  end  amounts  to  2,150,000. 

The  fans  discharge  downward  through  the  floor  into  a 
chamber  surrounding  the  upper  part  of  the  tunnel,  the  air 
being  discharged  from  the  chamber  through  a  long  tapering 
nozzle  carried  around  the  entire  perimeter  of  the  tunnel  above 
the  tracks  in  such  a  way  as  to  direct  the  flow  of  air  forward 
much  the  same  as  it  would  from  an  injector. 

The  fan  wheel  or  impeller  is  10%  feet  in  diameter  and 
breadth,  with  a  division  plate,  dividing  the  breadth  of  it  into 
two  halves,  air  entering  from  both  sides.  The  relative  proper 
tions  of  this  fan  wheel  is  more  readily  apparent  in  the  photo- 
graph where  it  is  shown  near  the  end  of  a  box  car.  It  will 
be  noticed  that  it  is  about  as  high  as  the  car,  is  50  per  cent 
wider  and  almost  half  the  length  of  it. 
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After  the  installation  of  the  ventilating  plant,  smoke  would 
appear  at  the  portal  ahead  of  an  engine  two  minutes  before 
the  train  appeared  and  in  less  than  a  minute  after  the  engine 
had  passed  out,  even  the  steam  had  vanished  from  the  roof 
where  it  usually  clings  so  persistently. 

Eastbound,  trains  which  have  to  run  up  grade  now,  pass 
through  the  tunnel  in  5%  minutes,  and  one  train  can  follow 
the  other  as  rapidly  as  it  is  safe  to  place  them,  regardless  of 
the  timnel. 

The  installation  of  this  ventilating  plant  made  it  possible 
to  increase  the  load  of  eastbound  trains  about  100  tons,  saving 
four  eastbound  trains  per  day  on  a  run  of  eleven  miles,  which 
represents  a  net  saving  over  and  above  the  cost  of  operation 
of  about  fourteen  hundred  and  forty-six  dollars  per  month, 
or  from  seventeen  to  twenty  thousand  dollars  per  year. 

The  "Sirocco"  Pan,  made  by  the  American  Blower  Com- 
pany of  Detroit,  Michigan,  and  Troy,  New  York,  is  unques- 
tionably the  greatest  advance  made  in  air-propelling  machin- 
ery in  the  last  century,  and  of  itself  has  attracted  more  gen- 
eral attention  to  the  use  of  fans  for  ventilation  and  the  bene- 
fits to  be  derived  from  good,  fresh,  pure  air  than  probably  any 
other  agent,  because  of  the  small  size  of  the  fan  tor  a  given 
duty,  its  remarkably  high  efficiency  and  very  quiet  operation. 


Housing  of  Sirocco   Fan   for  Ventilating  Baltimore 
&   Potomac   Tunnel. 

Only  one  of  these  fans  is  intended  to  be  in  operation  at  a 
time,  the  other  being  held  in  reserve  for  use  in  case  of  acci- 
dent. 

It  was  determined  that  this  tunnel  would  require  450,000 
cu.  ft.  of  air  per  minute.  This  volume  will  produce  a  velocity 
through  the  tunnel  of  1040  feet  per  minute  or  at  about  the  rate 
of  12  miles  per  hour  and  will  give  an  air  change  in  4%  min- 
utes, or,  in  other  words,  a  unit  of  volume  starting  at  one  end 
will  be  only  i%  minutes  in  passing  through  the  tunnel. 

When  a  train  is  going  through  the  tunnel  in  the  same 
direction  as  the  air  current,  the  available  area  for  the  passage 
of  air  being  so  greatly  reduced,  causes  the  air  to  travel  much 
faster  than  the  train;  hence,  any  smoke  from  the  locomotive 
is  pushed  before  the  train  so  fast  as  to  give  the  engineer  a 
clear  view  of  the  tracks,  thereby  enabling  him  to  easily  stop 
the  train  in  time  to  avoid  accident.  The  movement  cf  air  is 
so  rapid  as  to  make  it  perfectly  comfortable  for  the  passen- 
gers and  train  crew  at  any  and  all  times,  even  if  the  train 
comes  to  a  dead  stop  for  a  prolonged  period. 

While  these  fans  are  of  huge  proportions,  yet  they  are  small 
as  compared  with  the  dimensions  of  an  old-style  fan  to  do  the 
same  work,  such  as  was  commonly  used  for  the  same  purpose 
before  the  "Sirocco"  fan  was  invented. 

Charles  S.  Churchill,  chief  engineer  of  the  Norfolk  and 
Western  Railway  Company,  Roanoke,  Va.,  designed  the  plant 
where  these  fans  are  to  be  installed,  as  he  has  several  others, 
notably  the  Galetzin,  Bid  Bend  and  Elkhorn  tunnels  for  the 
Pennsylvania  Railway  and  the  Norfolk  and  Western  Railway. 
Previous  to  the  installation  of  the  ventilating  plant  at  the 
Elkhorn  tunnel  at  Coaldale,  W.  Va.,  on  the  Norfolk  and  West- 
ern Railway,  It  required  from  17  to  55  minutes  to  clear  the 
tunnel  of  smoke;  the  temperature  inside  the  tunnel  became 
about  30  degrees  higher  than  the  outside  temperature  after 
a  train  had  passed  through,  and  during  the  four  years  imme- 
diately preceding  the  installation  of  the  ventilating  plant, 
twenty-six  men  were  asphyxiated  in  the  tunnel. 


A  NEW  METAL  FLUSH  TYPE  OF  INTER-PHONE  SET. 

The  Western  Electric  Company  has  added  to  its  many 
types  cf  inter-phones  a  new  metal  flush  set,  which  on  account 
of  its  handsome  appearance,  convenience  of  installation, 
compactness  and  general  efficiency,  represents  the  highest 
type  cf  inter-communicating  telephone  for  residence  work. 
This  set,  known  as  the  No.  1335-type,  is  made  in  capacities 
for  12,  16  and  24  stations,  the  one  shown  in  Fig.  1  being  a 
24-statlon    type. 


No.  1335-F  Inter-phone  Set.     Interior  and  exterior  Views. 

One  of  the  features  of  this  set  is  the  metal  outlet 
box  which  is  separate  from  the  set  and  can  be  built  in  the 
wall  while  the  house  is  in  process  of  construction.  All  the 
apparatus  is  mounted  on  a  face  plate,  which  is  hinged  at 
the  bottom  so  that  connections  in  the  outlet  box  are  easily 
accessible    when   the   face   plate    is   removed. 

While  the  set  is  compact,  it  is  not  crowded,  and  a  con- 
cealed binding  post  receiver  adds  to  its  neat  appearance. 
Conversations  between  pairs  of  stations  at  the  same  time 
are  perfectly  quiet,  that  is,  there  is  no  evidence  of  the  annoy- 
ing interference  known  as  cross  talk.  As  many  conversa- 
tions can  be  carried  on  at  once  as  there  are  pairs  of  sta- 
tions. 

By  winding  the  coils  of  the  vibrating  bells  to  10  ohms, 
the  current  necessary  to  ring  long  or  short  lines  is  more 
nearly  equalized.  A  high  resistance  transmitter  and  re- 
ceiver are  used  with  the  set  which  insures  low  battery  con- 
sumption. 
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FINANCIAL. 

MYRTLE  CREEK,  ORE.— The  city  is  to  bond  itself  to  the 
extent  of  $20,000  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  council  to  pro- 
vide funds  for  the  laying  of  a  pipe  line  to  a  stream  two  miles 
from  town,  where  a  dam  is  to  be  constructed  to  supply  the 
city  with  water. 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL.— H.  P.  Wilson,  secretary  of  the 
Great  Western  Power  Company,  and  of  the  California  Elec- 
tric Generating  Company,  a  subsidiary  company,  has  called 
meetings  of  the  stockholders  on  October  26,  at  room  1012, 
Shreve  Building.  An  increase  in  the  capitalization  of  the 
parent  company  from  $25,000,000  to  $27,500,000  will  be  con- 
sidered. A  proposition  to  make  dividends  on  the  stock 
of  the  subsidiary  company  cumulative  after  January,  1912, 
will  be  brought  before  the  stockholders,  as  also  the  desira- 
bility of  a  contract  for  power  with  the  City  Electric  Com- 
pany and  the  guaranty  by  the  California  jtilectric  Generating 
Company  of  the  payment  of  the  interest  upon  $1,700,000  bonds 
of  the  City  Electric  Company. 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL.— A  suit  to  bring  about  the  re- 
organization of  the  San  Francisco,  Vallejo  &  Napa  Railroad 
Company  has  been  filed  in  the  office  of  the  county  clerk  of 
Napa  County,  by  the  Mercantile  Trust  Co.  of  San  Francisco. 
The  complaint  says  that  on  October  22,  i906,  the  defendant 
executed  a  mortgage  to  the  British  American  Trust  Com- 
pany, as  trustee,  to  secure  the  payment  of  1500  bonds  for 
$1000  each.  Later  the  company  defaulted  on  its  interest, 
and  on  July  13,  1911,  the  Mercantile  Trust  Company  was 
chosen  as  a  new  trustee  of  the  mortgage.  The  electric  rail- 
road company  has  filed  its  consent  to  the  proceedings  of  fore- 
closure. The  reorganization  will  leave  the  company  in  better 
financial  condition  than  before. 

LOS  ANGELES,  CAL.— A  meeting  has  been  called  for 
October  9  by  Chas.  Forman  secretary  of  the  Pacific  Light 
&  Power  Company,  at  which  the  stockholders  of  the  com- 
pany will  consider  the  issuing  of  bonds  to  the  amount  of 
$35,000,000  in  addition  to  its  outstanding  issues  of  $d,000,000 
in  collateral  trust  6  per  cent  5  year  gold  bonds.  Of  this 
$35,000,000  there  will  be  set  aside  $9,015,000  to  take  care  of 
the  underlying  bonds  of  the  corporation  and  $3,000,000  author- 
ized to  protect  the  holders  of  the  bonds  of  the  Southern 
California  Gas  Company,  a  subsidiary  concern.  Bonds  to  the 
amount  of  $10,000,000  have  already  been  contracted  for  in 
New  York  to  carry  on  the  construction  of  the  great  plant 
on  Big  Creek,  and  in  the  construction  of  the  distributing 
plants  in  the  San  Joaquin  Valley  and  other  portions  of  South- 
ern California.  The  remainder  of  the  bonds,  nearly  $13,- 
000,000,  will  be  sold  and  the  proceeds  expended  in  future 
extensions,  which  the  corporation  is  planning.  The  plant 
under  construction  on  Big  Creek  will  develop  80,000  h.p., 
with  an  ultimate  capacity  of  150,000  h.p.  by  enlargements  at 
a  later  date. 


ILLUMINATION. 

LA  MESA  SPRINGS,  CAL.— The  San  Diego  Land  Im- 
provement Company  is  planning  to  establish  a  gas  plant  at 
Encanto  to  make  gas  from  gasoline  and  distribute  it  in  mains 
sufficient  to  supply  residents  on  the  tract. 

RIVERSIDE,  CAL. — ^A.  N.  Kemp,  second  vice-president 
and  controller  of  the  Southern  California  Gas  Company,  states 
that  gas  pipes  will  be  laid  soon.     The  plan  in  contemplation 


is  to  belt  tlie  city   with  high  pressure   pipes  and  feed  from 
them  into  low  pressure  mains  through  automatic  regulators. 

ELLENSBURG,  WASH. — Ordinances  ordering  a  municipal 
water  system  for  Ellensburg  and  calling  for  an  election  for 
the  purpose  of  ratifying  an  issue  of  $110,000  of  electric  light 
bonds  has  been  passed  by  the  council. 

VICTORIA,  -B.  C. — The  city  council  will  shortly  formu- 
late plans  for  extending  the  cluster  lighting  system  on  View 
street.  Provisions  will  be  made  for  laying  conduits  for  arc 
lighting  wires  in  the  J'ames  Bay  district. 

SACRAMENTO,  CAL.— Work  of  laying  its  cross-city  con- 
duit which  will  run  from  Seventh  and  M  to  Seventh  and  I 
streets,  will  be  commenced  immediately  by  the  Citizens  Light 
&  Power  Company,  according  to  President  George  W.  Peltier. 
He  says:  "We  are  going  to  use  the  latest  type  of  steel  con- 
duits and  will  bury  them  about  4%  feet  under  the  surface. 
The  poles  in  the  resident  district  also,  will  be  placed  in 
alleys.  We  now  have  a  sub-station,  at  Eighth  and  R  streets, 
which  regulates  the  amount  of  power  we  receive  from  the 
station  at  Brighton.  Power  will  be  conducted  from  the 
Eighth  and  R  station  by  the  Seventh  street  conduit  and  from 
tills  main  line  wires  will  radiate  east  and  west  through  the 
alleys  into  all  sections  of  the  city,  we  are  already  supplying 
many  with  power  along  R  street." 


INCORPORATIONS. 

SALEM,  ORE.— The  Hermiston  Telephone  &  Electric 
Company,  Hermiston,  has  been  incorporated  with  a  capital 
stock  of  $7000. 

BAKERSFIELD,  CAL.— The  Bakersfield  Gas  &  Electric 
Light  Company  has  been  incorporated  by  H.  A.  Jastro,  H.  A. 
Blodget,  L.  C.  McAfee,  L  P  St.  Clair,  and  C  B.  Jewett,  with 
capital   stock  of  $100,000. 

BOISE,  IDAHO— Articles  of  incorporation  have  been  filed 
for  the  Mountain  States  Telephone  &  Telegraph  Co.,  B.  B. 
Field,  Pres.,  cap:talized  at  $50,000,000.  This  company  is  a 
consolidaticn  of  the  Colorado  Telephone  Co.  and  the  Tri-State 
Telephone  &  Telegi'aph  Co.,  and  will  carry  on  a  general  tele- 
phone and  telegraph  business  in  Idaho,  Montana,  Arizona. 
Colorado  and  other  states  with  principal  offices  at  Denver, 
the  lines  to  extend  from  that  city  to  territory  named.  King 
Cobbs,  511  Bannock  street,  Boise,  Idaho,  is  the  Idaho  agent. 


TRANSMISSION. 

WASHOUGAL,  WASH.— Sam  Samson  has  applied  for  a 
franchise  to  extend  his  high  voltage  electric  wire  through 
this  town  and  county  to  Vancouver,  a  distance  of  60  miles. 

KBLSBYVILLB,  CAL.— James  A.  Gunn,  Jr.,  has  ap- 
plied for  a  franchise  for  a  period  of  50  years,  to  erect  and 
maintain  poles,  upon  county  roads  for  the  purpose  of  trans- 
mitting electric  power  and  heat. 

LOS  MOLINOS  CAL. — A  representative  of  the  Sacramento 
Valley  Power  Company  is  making  a  thorough  canvass  of  the 
farming  district  around  this  city  for  the  purpose  of  making 
contracts  for  light  and  power  with  the  farmers.  It  is  un- 
derstood that  the  Northern  Electric  Company  will  scon  have 
a  man  in  the  field  for  the  same  purpose. 

COLUSA,  CAL.— That  the  people  of  Williams  will  have 
electricity  for  light  and  power  shortly  is  now  assured.    The 
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Supervisors  have  granted  a  franchise  to  the  Northern  Cali- 
fornia Power  Company,  and  E.  V.  D.  Johnson,  manager  of 
the  company,  was  in  Williams  recently  making  necessary 
arrangements  for  tne  completion  of  the  line  to  that  town. 
The  power  company  will  have  its  main  office  in  Colusa  County 
and  will  also  have  an  electrical  supply  store  where  electric 
fixtures  will  be  demonstrated  to  the  public.  Jerry  Myers,  cf 
Willows,  who  has  been  superfntending  the  work  in  Williams, 
will  be  the  local  manager  in  the  latter  town,  it  is  said. 

SACRAMENTO,  CAL.— What  is  considered  an  attempt  to 
gobble  up  the  entire  water  supply  flowing  in  or  out  of  Cow- 
shed lake,  Modoc  County,  was  unearthed  yesterday  by  the 
conservation  board  of  control  in  the  water  filing  of  George  B. 
Ayers.  Ayers'  filing  is  for  5,000,000,000  cubic  feet  of  water, 
which  is  a  record  breaker  for  the  State.  The  filing  was  made 
Feb.  7,  1911,  before  the  conservation  laws  went  into  effect. 
Whether  Ayers  intends  to  use  the  water  for  irrigation  pur- 
poses or  is  to  hold  it  for  speculative  play  is  a  question  the 
board  expects  to  determine. 

LONG  BEACH,  CAL. — All  preparations  are  practically 
completed  for  the  first  run  of  the  initial  unit  of  the  Southern 
California  Edison  Company's  new  power  plant  in  process 
of  installation  on  Long  Beach  Harbor.  All  the  machinery 
is  in  working  order  except  some  minor  parts,  which  are 
essential,  however,  to  its  operation,  such  as  disconnecting 
switches.  Construction  is  rapidly  proceeding  upon  additional 
units  to  go  into  commission  as  soon  as  they  are  completed. 
Each  is  of  a  capacity  of  12,000  kw.  and  an  official  of  the  company 
stated  this  morning  that  no  decision  as  to  the  limit  in  their 
number  has  been  reached  the  site  and  franchises  secured 
being  of  such  proportions  as  to  permit  of  the  erection  of  a 
plant  sufficient  in  size  to  meet  all  the  power  demands  of 
Southern  California. 

NEVIS,  CAL. — The  Great  Western  Power  Company  on  the 
north  fork  of  the  Feather  River,  will  build  at  a  point  two 
miles  below  the  Big  Meadows,  in  Plumas  County,  one  of  the 
most  expensive  dams  in  the  country  for  the  storage  of  water 
in  the  Big  Meadows,  which  is  the  headwaters  of  the  North 
Fork  of  the  Feather  River.  By  building  this  great  dam  the 
company  will  overflow  about  25,000  acres  of  land  at  an  aver- 
age depth  of  25  feet.  By  tests  made  with  a  diamond  drill  at 
this  point  it  is  found  that  the  company  will  have  to  make 
an  excavation  about  500  feet  below  the  surface  to  i-each  a 
solid  foundation  from  which  to  commence  this  work.  It  will 
be  seen  then  that  most  of  this  great  piece  of  work  is  to  be 
below  the  present  surface,  the  dam  itself  above  the  surface 
being  only  150  feet  high.  It  will  be  many  hundred  feet  long  on 
top.  The  company  has  been  very  active  tills  year  in  the  pre- 
liminary work  leading  up  to  the  road  work  construction.  Sev- 
eral hundred  men  are  now  employed  in  this  preliminary  work. 

SACRAMENTO,  CAL.— Arrangements  for  the  examining 
of  applications  for  the  appropriation  of  waterpower  in  accord- 
ance with  the  new  law  have  been  made  by  the  Conservation 
Board  of  Control.  The  members  present  were  C.  D.  Marx, 
S.  C.  Graham  and  State  Engineer  N.  Ellery.  Secretary  Louis 
R.  Glavis  said  that  the  new  blanks  on  which  the  applications 
are  to  be  made  will  be  ready  for  use  within  ten  days.  Glavis 
stated  that  ten  applications  for  the  appropriation  of  water- 
power  had  already  been  made.  One  of  the  first  that  will  be 
acted  upon  is  that  of  Los  Angeles  city  in  connection  with 
the  $23,000,000  Owens  River  aqueduct  project.  The  applica- 
tion made  in  behalf  of  Los  Angeles  by  Chief  Engineer  William 
Mulholland  asks  for  waterpower  appropriation  for  1500  inches 
on  the  Cottonwood  Creek,  2078  feet  of  head  water  for  Cot- 
tonwood Creek  power  house,  No.  ?,,  2197  feet  for  Cottonwood 
Creek  power  house,  No.  2  and  1218  feet  for  Cottonwood  Creek 
power  house,  No.  3.  The  application  also  includes  data  re- 
garding the  construction  of  the  two  gigantic  reservoirs  in- 
.  eluded  in  the  general  project. 


TRANSPORTATION. 

BOISE,  IDAHO.— The  Nampa  &  Caldwell  Electric  Com- 
pany will  construct  a  railway.    A  contract  will  soon  be  let. 

LOS  ANGjijijES,  CAL. — The  work  of  constructing  an  elec- 
tric Lne  to  El  Segundo  will  be  started  within  a  few  days.  This 
is  the  new  Standard  Oil  town. 

RAYMOND,  WASH. — Sanderson  &  Porter,  ctntractors, 
have  started  construction  work  on  an  electric  railway  between 
this  place  and  South  Bend.    The  right  of  way  is  being  cleared. 

CHICO,  CAL. — The  Board  of  Trustees  has  passed  an 
ordinance  granting  permission  to  George  E.  Springer  to  con- 
struct and  operate  a  railroad  over  certain  streets  in  the  city 
of  Chico. 

LOS  ANGELES,  CAL.— Contracts  will  be  let  next  week 
for  building  an  electric  railroad  connecting  San  Bernardino 
and  Riverside,  by  the  Pacific  Electric  Company.  This  line 
will  be  about  7  miles  long,  but  includes  heavy  construction 
and  a  long  trestle  bridge  over  Santa  Ana  River.  The  line 
has  been  surveyed  and  will  be  built  from  San  Bernardino  to 
Rialto. 

VANCOUVER,  B.  C— The  Canadian  Electric  Construction 
Company  has  applied  for  a  franchise  to  construct  a  tram  line 
across  Stanley  park.  The  proposal  was  referred  to  a  commis- 
sioner, who  will  have  power  to  act. 

EUGENE,  ORE. — Mr.  Kruttschnitt,  head  of  the  depart- 
ments of  maintenance  and  construction  of  the  Harriman  lines, 
states  that  there  is  every  indication  that  the  Southern  Pacific 
Railway  will  electrify  its  west  side  lines  into  this  place  via 
the  town  of  Corvallis. 

SOUTH  PASADENA,  CAL.— Work  is  expected  to  start 
within  a  few  days  on  the  new  freight  and  passenger  station 
which  the  Pacific  Electric  Company  will  erect  on  Mission 
street,  just  east  of  Fair  Oaks.  It  will  be  of  Mission  style 
architecture  and  cost  $10,000. 

tjANTA  BARBARA,  CAL.— San  Luis  Obispo  officials  have 
granted  Walter  Gould  Lincoln  of  Los  Angeles,  a  franchise 
for  the  construction  of  an  electric  road  from  San  Luis  Obispo 
to  the  coast.  This  will  probably  be  extended  eastward 
through  the  mountains  to  Bakersfield  and  Fresno. 

PETALUMA,  CAL. — The  Petaluma  &  Santa  Rosa  Railway 
Company  has  commenced  a  suit  in  the  Superior  Court  of  So- 
noma County  against  Henry  Poehlmann,  Geo.  P.  McNear  and 
others  to  condemn  a  right  of  way  for  that  road  along  the 
west  side  of  Petaluma  River  and  south  from  the  city. 

PORTLAND  ORE. — Two  electric  lines  may  be  operating 
between  Portland  and  Eugene  before  the  end  of  the  coming 
year — one  an  extension  of  the  Oregon  Electric  and  the  other 
an  extension  of  the  Southern  Pacific's  Corvalis  line.  The 
Oregon  Electric  project  already  has  been  planned  and  actual 
work  on  its  construction  awaits  only  the  arrangement  of 
details.  While  the  Southern  Pacific  has  not  officially  an- 
nounced its  intention  to  connect  Eugene  with  Portland  by 
means  of  an  electric  line  every  indication  points  in  that 
direction  and  actual  developments  of  the  last  few  months 
seem  to  bear  out  the  theory. 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL.— Work  has  started  on  the  east 
portal  of  the  Oakland-Antic ch  Electric  Railway  Company's 
tunnel  connecting  Alameda  County  with  Contra  Costa  county. 
The  west  portal  will  open  into  Oakland  at  a  point  within  200 
yards  of  the  easternmost  limits  of  the  city.  Completed  the 
tunnel  will  be  about  4000  feet  in  length.  At  the  present 
time  the  Oakland-Antioch  has  trains  running  into  Walnut 
Creek   from   Bay   Point  in   Contra   Costa  County.     Rails   are 
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being  laid  into  Lafayette.  It  is  from  the  latter  place  the 
last  lap  of  the  electric  railway  is  being  run  a  distance  of  18 
miles.  When  completed  the  Oakland-Antioch  will  have  a 
trackage  of  50  miles,  the  distance  from  Bay  Point  into  Oak- 
land. 


TELEPHONE  AND  TELEGRAPH. 

NEWPORT,  WASH.— J.  W.  Fisher,  manager  of  the  Inter- 
state Telephone  Company,  is  applying  for  a  telephone  fran- 
chise in  this  city. 

TRUCKEE,  CAL.— The  telephone  lines  of  the  Pacific  Tel- 
ephone &  Telegraph  Company  between  Camptonville  and 
Loyalton  will  be  rebuilt. 

BOISE,  IDAHO. — A.  R.  Johnson  has  been  appointed  as 
Idaho  agent  and  Lewiston  as  headquarters  in  Idaho,  of  the 
Pacific  Telephone  &  Telegraph  Company. 

ALICEL,  ORE. — Cove  and  Alicel  have  had  a  meeting  for 
the  purpose  of  formulating  plans  to  organize  a  co-operative 
telephone  company  in  Wallowa  and  Union  counties. 

BELLINGHAM,  WASH.— The  Farmers'  Mutual  Telephone 
Co.  has  opened  offices  in  the  Daylight  building.  The  local 
office  will  handle  all  the  company's  outside  business. 

KALISPELL,  MONT.— The  Columbia  Palls  Telephone  As- 
sociation, capitalized  at  $40,000,  has  been  incorporated  by  C. 
C.  Miller  and  H.  E.  Kennedy.  The  company  contemplates 
the  installation  of  telephone  lines  all  over  this  county,  with 
headquarters  at  Columbia  Falls,  Mont. 

ABERDEEN,  WASH.— Plans  and  specifications  for  the 
new  building  to  be  erected  by  the  Pacific  States  Telephone 
&  Telegraph  Company,  on  Market  street,  have  been  com- 
pleted by  Architect  Watson  Vernon.  This  is  to  be  a  three- 
story  brick  and  concrete  building,  to  cost  $30,000. 

MEDFORD,  ORE.— C.  H.  Moore,  of  Portland,  district  su- 
perintendent of  the  Pacific  Telephone  &  Telegraph  Company 
announced  that  his  company  will,  within  a  short  time,  start 
work  on  an  additional  cable  estimated  involving  an  expendi- 
ture of  between  $15,000  and  $20,000. 


WATERWORKS. 

BURLINGTON,  WASH.— Burlington  is  to  have  a  water 
system.    A  pumping  plant  is  to  be  installed. 

BREWSTER,  WASH.— This  place  at  a  recent  election 
voted  bonds  for  the  construction  of  a  water  system. 

FALLS  CITY,  ORE.— This  place  will  soon  vote  on  bonds 
for  a  $5000  bond  issue,  to  extend  the  local  water  main  system. 

ELLENSBURG,  WASH.— A  special  election  was  held  Sep- 
tember 4th  to  decide  on  a  $150,000  bond  issue  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  municipal  water  system. 

CENTRALIA,  WASH.— Meetings  are  being  held  in  an 
endeavor  to  further  the  interest  of  establishing  a  gravity  water 
system  to  serve  this  place  and  Chehalis. 

GLADSTONE,  ORE.— The  election  providing  for  the  issu- 
ance of  bonds  in  the  sum  of  $20,000  for  the  construction  of  a 
water  system  has  been  carried  by  28  majority. 

ELMA,  WASH.— Citizens  of  Elma  have  petitioned  the 
council  to  allow  the  citizens  to  vote  a  $10,000  bond  issue  for 
the  purpose  of  extending  and  improving  the  water  system. 

CARLTON,  ORE.— An  election  has  been  carried  in  favor 
of  bonds  in  the  sum  of  $40,000  for  the  purpose  of  construct- 
ing a  new  water  system.  The  water  will  be  brought  from 
Panther  creek.    A  fall  of  200  feet  can  be  secured 


TENINO,  Wash. — The  City  Council  has  granted  a  fran- 
chise to  the  Tenino  Light,  Power  and  Water  Co.  to  erect, 
maintain  and  operate  a  system  of  waterworks  for  the  town. 

ASOTIN,  WASH. — The  council  has  passed  an  ordinance 
providing  for  the  issuance  of  bonds  in  the  sum  of  $35,000  for 
the  purpose  of  constructing  a  water  system  according  to  plans 
by  C.  H.  Green,  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  town  clerk. 

DORRIS,  CAL. — Notice  is  given  by  the  town  of  Dorris, 
County  of  Siskiyou,  State  of  California,  that  it  will  receive 
sealed  proposals  to  build  the  Dorris  Water  Works  system 
up  to  September  4,  1911. 

WAPATO,  WASH.— This  city  is  to  have  a  water  system 
according  to  plans  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Auditor  of  Yakima 
"*  County,  also  in  the  office  of  the  town  clerk.     Pipe  ranging 
in  size  from  6  to  10  inches;  estimated  cost  $17,000. 

OAKLAND,  CAL.— The  first  work  of  laying  the  6-inch 
water  mains  in  the  annexed  district  west  of  Fitchburg  was 
started  yesterday  by  the  Union  Water  Company,  when  a  force 
of  men  were  set  to  work  distributing  the  mains  along  Peralta 
street. 

MARSHFIELD,  ORE.— At  a  meeting  of  the  water  com- 
missioners of  Marshfield  and  North  Bend,  Stannard  &  Rich- 
ardson of  Portland  were  engaged  to  prepare  plans  and  esti- 
mates of  the  cost  of  a  municipal  water  system  for  the  two 
cities. 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL.— Engineers  Sloan  &  Robson,  802 
Nevada  Bank  Building,  have  prepared  plans  for  the  drilling 
of  two  12-inch  wells  which  are  to  form  a  part  of  the  city 
water  system  of  Tracy.  Bids  for  this  work  were  opened  on 
August  31. 

HERMINSTON,  ORE. — An  election  has  been  carried  in 
favor  of  the  issuance  of  bonds  in  the  sum  of  $25,000  for  instal- 
lation of  a  water  system.  The  system  calls  for  a  250,000 
gallon  reservoir  140  feet  above  the  city,  the  water  to  be 
brought  down  in  a  12  inch  main. 

PILOT  ROCK,  ORE. — Representatives  of  the  C.  H.  Green 
Company  of  Portland,  Ore.,  visited  Pilot  Rock  and  after  a 
short  consultation  with  members  of  the  council  entered  into 
a  contract  with  the  city  for  a  complete  survey  and  estimate 
of  the  cost  of  a  waterwork  system. 

ASOTIN,  WASH. — The  council  has  passed  an  ordinance 
providing  for  the  construction  of  a  waterworks  system  for 
Asotin  to  cost  $35,000,  payment  to  be  made  by  issuance  of 
a  $35,000  bond  issue,  denomination  of  $1000,  payable  20  years 
from  date,  interest  6  per  cent  per  annum. 

WENATCHEE,  WASH.— O.  A.  Hoag  has  started  excavat- 
ing at  the  lower  end  of  Lake  Chelan,  preliminary  to  his  pro- 
ject to  develop  the  water  power  of  Chelan  Falls.  A  con- 
tractor and  crew  will  soon  lay  pipe  and  the  town  of  Chelan 
has  granted  right  of  way  for  this  purpose. 

TACOMA,  WASH. — City  Electrician  B.  W.  Collins  states 
that  the  local  light  and  power  lines  will  have  to  undergo 
a  complete  change  and  be  completely  re-organized  to  care 
for  the  electricity  to  be  developed  by  the  Nisqually  municipal 
power  plant,  which  will  be  completed  July,  1912. 

VANCOUVER,  B.  C. — Upon  the  recommendation  of  the 
city  engineer,  the  city  of  Vancouver  is  within  the  next  six 
weeks  to  lay  a  sixth  additional  12-inch  main  under  Burrard 
Inlet  at  the  First  Narrows,  the  pipe  having  been  ordered  and 
the  location  for  the  main  selected.  It  is  proposed,  also,  to 
provide  another  intake  at  Capilano  Creek  and  more  mains 
across  the  inlet,  although  a  large  reservoir  at  Little  Mountain 
will  be  ready  to  be  cut  into  the  system  of  the  city  within  the 
course  of  a  year,  greatly  increasing  the  supply  of  water. 
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EMERGENCY  Service  is  an  important  factor  in  the  relationship  between  the  lamp  manu- 
facturer and  his  trade.  No  matter  how  prompt  and  accurate  the  routine  service  may  be 
if  the  lamp  buyer  does  not  know  that  he  is  protected  against  emergencies,  he  has  not 
that  satisfying  sense  of  security  which  must  be  the  basis  of  any  enduring  confidence. 
^  Telegraphic  Orders  for  Buckeye  Lamps  are  not  regarded  as  just  orders  by  Telegraph  in  the 
Buckeye  organization.  Telegraphic  Orders  with  us  are  emergency  appeals  from  friends.  And 
a  man's  friends  or  a  company's  friends  are  the  best  things  on  earth.  The  longest,  strongest 
article  in  the  Buckeye  decalogue  is  "Keep  all  orders  moving, ' '  but  Telegraphic  Orders  are 
from  friends  in  need — They  go  NOW! 

^  When  a  man  orders  Buckeye  Lamps,  he  orders  not  only  the  best  lamps  made,  but  the  most 
accurate  and  careful  selection,    absolute  honesty    in  the  rating,  intelligent  and  helpful  clerical 
co-operation,  and  last  but  not  least,  prompt  and  satisfactory  delivery  in  rain  or  shine,  in  routine 
or  emergency. 
fl  If  your  present  lamp  contract  isn't  bringing  you  such  service,  then    you    Better  Buy   Buckeye. 

THE  BUCKEYE  ELECTRIC  CO. 


CLEVELAND 


DALLAS 


CHICAGO  PITTSBURGH 

The  Dunham,  Carrigan  &  Hayden  Co.,  of  San  Francisco,  are  general  distributors 
on  the  Pacific  Coast  for  all  Buckeye  Products 
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The  Pacific  Gas  and  Electric  Company 

Supplies  Light,  Heat,  and  Power 


TO 


Place  Population. 

Agua  Callente  ....  50 
•Alameda    27,000 

••Albany     800 

ttAlta     200 

Alvarado     200 

Amador    200 

Antioch    3,000 

ttAuburn     2,050 

Barber    200 

••Belmont     600 

Belvedera    350 

Benicia     2,500 

••Berkeley     42,000 

Big   Oak   Flat    150 

Biggs 760 

Black  Diamond 500 

Brentwood    200 

Brighton     100 

Broderick    500 

JBrown's  Valley  ....         50 

••Burllngame    5,000 

Byron     200 

Campbell     1,000 

Cement    1,500 

tCenterville    20 

CentervlUe     500 

••Chlco     13,000 

••Colusa    2,700 

IColfax    400 

Colma     500 

Concord     1,500 

Cordelia     150 

Corte   Madera    350 

Crockett     2,500 

Crow's  Landing   . . .       375 

Davenport     1,000 

Davis     750 

Decoto     350 

Dixon     1,000 

Dobbins     50 


Place  Popnlatlon. 

Drytown    100 

Durham     500 

±Dutch    Flat    400 

••Baston     500 

••East  San  Jose 1,500 

Eckley     20 

Emerald     50 

Elmhurst     2,500 

Elmira     150 

El  Verano 100 

••Emeryville     2,000 

Enclnal    20 

Fairfield    800 

••Fair  Oaks   250 

Fitchburg    250 

Folsom 1,600 

•Fresno     35,000 

Glenn  Ellen   500 

Gold   Run    100 

Grafton    350 

tGrass  Valley   7,000 

Grtdley     1.800 

Groveland     50 

Hammonton     500 

Hay  ward     4,000 

Hollister     3,000 

lone     910 

Irvlngton     1,000 

Jackson     2,000 

Jackson   Gate    60 

Larkspur     950 

Lawrence    100 

Kennedy  Flat 50 

Kentfleld     200 

tLlncoln     1,500 

tlive  Oak    200 

Llvermore     2,260 

JLoomis     150 

Los    Altos    200 

Los    Gatos     3,000 


Place  Popnlatlon. 

Mare    Island    500 

Martell     25 

Martinez     6,000 

••Marysville     6,250 

Mayfleld     1,500 

••Menlo   Park    1,500 

Meridian    300 

••Milbrae    30« 

Mill   Valley    4,500 

Mission  San  Jose  . .  600 
Mokelumne  Hill  ...  150 
Mountain   View    . . .   2,500 

••Napa     6,000 

fNevada   City    4,000 

Newark     700 

JNewcastle     600 

New    Chicago    25 

Newman     1,000 

Niles     800 

••Oakland     230,000 

Oroville     2,600 

Orwood    60 

Pacheco     200 

••Palo    Alto    6,000 

tPenryn     250 

Perkins     200 

••Petaluma     6,000 

Peyton     250 

••Piedmont     2,000 

Pinole     1,500 

Pleasanton     2,000 

Port  Costa   600 

••Redwood    City    3,500 

Richmond     10,000 

Rio  Vista    200 

JRocklin    1,050 

Rodeo     100 

IRoseville     345 

Ross     900 

•••Sacramento     52,000 


Place  Population. 

San  Andreas    200 

San  Anselmo     2,500 

San  Bruno    1,500 

San  Carlos    100 

••San  Francisco     ...450,000 

♦•San  Jose     40,000 

San  Leandro     4,000 

San  Lorenzo     100 

••San   Mateo    7,000 

San  Pablo     1,000 

••San  Quentin   Prison  1,600 

••San  Rafael     6,000 

Santa  Clara     8,000 

Santa  Cruz     10,000 

••Santa   Rosa    8,000 

Saratoga     200 

Sausalito     3,000 

Sebastopol     2,000 

Selby    100 

Sonoma    1,200 

South  San  Fran 2,600 

Stanford   University  2,000 

Stege     100 

tStockton     26,000 

Suisun     1,200 

Sunnyvale     2,000 

Sutter    Creek    2,000 

Tlburon     100 

Tormey     160 

JTowle     200 

Tracy     1,200 

Vacavllle     2,500 

••Vallejo     12,000 

Vallejo   Junction    . .         10 

Walnut    Creek    350 

Wheatland     1,400 

Winters     1,200 

••Woodland     3,600 

Tolo    350 

••Tuba   City    1,900 


•Gas  only;  ••gas  add  electricity:  telectricity.  gas.  and  water:  telectricity  and  water:  •••uas.  electricity,  and  street  car  service;  all  others,  electricity  only. 


Service                               Number  Total 

Furnished                            of  Towns  Population 

Electricity 158  1,089.790 

Gas 3o  988,900 

Water 17  43.415 

Streetcar- 1  .S7  DOG 


EMPLOYS  3.500  people 
OPERATES 


11  hydro-electric  plants  in    the 
mountains 

3  steam-driven  electric   plants 
in  biff  cities. 

18  g:as  worlis 


SERVES  H  of  California's  population 
26  of  California's  56  counties 
.'\n  area  of  32,431  square  miles 
3/5  the  size  of  New  Yorl;  state 
^2    the  size  of  all  the  New  En 
states  combined 
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AN  ELECTRIC  GAS  METER  TEST 

BY    J.    C.    WILSON  1 


While  Professor  Carl  C.  Thomas  of  the  University 
of  \Visconsin  was  making  his  investigations  on  the 
specific  heat  of  superheated  steam  he  made  use  of 
an  electric  heater  as  a  means  of  introducing  a  meas- 
urable amount  of  heat  into  flowing  steam.  The  weight 
of   steam    flowing  per   unit    of   time    could    easily   be 


of  the  volume  that  this  matter  occupies  under  some 
certain  conditions  of  pressure  and  temperature  makes 
this  meter  especially  applicable  to  a  very  broad  field 
of  measurement.  It  can  be  used  for  measuring  ven- 
tilating air  at  low  pressure  or  compressed  air  used 
in   the   various   industries,   natural   gas   with   its   very 


Fig.  1.     Casing  of  Electric  Gas  Meter  Installi--d  in  a  Natural  Gas  Line 


obtained  by  condensation  and  weighing.  By  measur- 
ing the  rise  in  temperature  produced  in  a  measured 
quantity  of  steam  by  a  measured  quantity  of  heat  the 
specific  heat  of  the  steam  was  directly  obtained.  Dur- 
ing these  experiments  it  occurred  to  him  that  if  a 
measurable  amount  of  heat  could  be  added  to  a  super- 
heated gas  having  a  known  specific  heat  and  the  re- 
sultant temperature  change  could  be  measured  the 
weight  of  gas  would  be  directly  obtainable,  that  is, 
he  would  have  a  meter.  From  this  idea  has  developed 
a  new  and  novel  meter  which  will  actually  weigh  air 
or  gas  at  it  flows  through  a  pipe. 

This     fundamental    property    of    measuring    the 
quantity  of  matter  flowing  per  unit   of  time  instead 

'Electrical  Eneineer.  Cutler-Hammer  Co..  Milwaukee. 


high  pressures,  or  artificial  gases  in  any  condition 
of  pressure  and  temperature,  and  in  all  of  these  cases 
give  continuous  graphical  or  integrated  results  di- 
rectly in  any  standard  unit  which  is  based  upon  the 
quantity  of  stuff  contained  in  it. 

A  meter  that  could  be  used  for  so  broad  a  serv- 
ice seemed  well  worth  developing  into  a  commer- 
cial form.  The  first  meters  were  designed  for  the 
introduction  into  the  flowing  gas  of  a  constant  supply 
of  heat,  which  was  accomplished  by  passing  electric 
current  through  a  resistance  material  evenly  distrib- 
uted over  the  section  of  the  passage.  The  resultant 
rise  in  temperature  was  measured  and  recorded  by 
means  of  a  temperature  difference  recording  device 
operated  in  connection  with  resistance  thermometers 
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Fig.  2.     Diagrani  of  Electric  Gas  Meter  Connections. 

unit  in  the  gas  main.  Since  the  specific  heat  of  any 
given  gas  is  constant  under  all  working  conditions 
of  temperature  and  pressure,  the  temperature  rise 
caused  by  a  constant  heat  supply  was  inversely  pro- 
portional to  the  rate  of  flow  of  gas.  The  tempera- 
ture difference  recorder  was  arranged  to  read  in  stand- 
ard cubic  feet  instead  of  in  degrees  of  temperature  dif- 
ference. This  design  had  some  disadvantages.  A  con- 
stant supply  of  electrical  energy  to  a  heater  is  not  a 
simple  problem  commercially,  and  although  tempera- 
ture differences  can  be  measured  and  recorded  very 
accurately,  the  results  were  obtained  by  an  inverse 
proportion  instead  of  a  direct  one  and  they  could  not 
be  integrated.  However,  it  was  one  of  the  steps 
through  which  all  devices  must  pass  in  their  develop- 
ment and  some  very  valuable  results  were  obtained 
with  this  type  of  meter  as  will  be  explained  later. 

It  was  soon  seen  that  if  the  temperature  increase 
could  be  kept  constant  and  of  a  known  value  for  all 
variations  in  rate  of  flow,  the  amount  of  heat  energy 
required  to  maintain  this  constant  temperature  in- 
crease would  be  directly  proportional  to  the  rate 
of  flow.  Since  this  heat  is  furnished  in  the  form  oi 
electrical  energy  it  could  be  measured  by  means 
of  a  wattmeter  and  if  it  could  be  automatically  reg- 
ulated to  maintain  a  constant  temperature  increase 
in  the  gas,  the  problem  of  a  successful  commercial 
meter  would  be  solved.  Either  a  graphical  or  inte- 
grating wattmeter  or  both  could  be  used  and  they 
could  be  made  to  read  directly  in  standard  tmits  of 


gas  instead  of  in  watts.  The  problem  of  automat- 
ically regulating  the  heater  energy  to  maintain  a 
constant  temperature  increase  was  worked  out  as 
follows : 

Referring  to  Fig.  2,  the  two  thermometers  Ti  and 
T:  are  made  two  arms  of  a  Wheatstone  bridge.  These 
thermometers  are  on  opposite  sides  of  the  heater 
unit  and  consist  of  a  resistance  material  evenly  dis- 
tributed over  the  section  of  the  pipe.  This  resistance 
material  has  a  positive  temperature  coefficient,  that 
is,  it  increases  its  resistance  with  an  increase  in  tem- 
perature. The  other  two  arms  of  the  Wheatstone 
bridge  are  fixed  coils  of  resistance  wire  having  a  zero 
temperature  coefficient.  Across  the  bridge  is  a  gal- 
vanometer of  the  flat  coil  type  so  arranged  that  any 
unbalancing  of  resistances  in  the  bridge  causes  a  de- 
flection of  the  needle.  The  bridge  operates  on  a 
balanced  condition  and  it  remains  balanced  so  long 
as  the  flow  of  gas  remains  constant.  The  deflections 
of  the  galvanometer  needle  caused  by  changes  in  rate 
of  flow  are  utilized  to  regulate  the  heater  energy  so 
as  to  restore  the  bridge  to  its  balanced  condition. 

In  series  with  the  heater  is  a  rheostat  Rh  on  the 
shaft  of  which  is  a  toothed  wheel  W.  The  deflections 
of  the  galvanometer  needle  N  must  be  made  to  move 
this  wheel.  As  this  needle  has  no  power  of  the  mag- 
nitude required  to  do  this  work  a  small  continuous 
running  motor  is  arranged  to  furnish  this  power. 
Through  gears  and  eccentrics  this  motor  causes  the 
two  pawls  P  and  P»  to  move  with  a  vertical  recipro- 
cating motion  through  an  arc  equal  to  the  length  of 
three  teeth.  These  pawls  are  pulled  into  engage- 
ment b-\'  means  of  magnets.     The  motor  also  drives  a 


l''ig.   S.     Meter  Recording  Panel   Installed  Alongside 
of  Switcliboards  in  the  Generator  Station. 

crank  C  which  causes  the  needle  to  be  clamped  peri- 
odically between  two  sets  of  contacts.  On  the  crank 
shaft  is  a  drum  carrying  segments  of  different  lengths. 
If  the  needle  should  be  clamped  in  its  extreme  right 
hand  position  the  pawl  Pi  would  be  pulled  in  by  its 
magnet  to  engage  the  toothed  wheel  at  the  bottom 
of  its  stroke  and  it  would  remain  engaged  through- 
out its  upward  stroke,  thus  moving  the  rheostat  arm 
three   steps.      If  the   needle   is   clamped   one   division 
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4.      Curves   £or  Test   of  Thomas  Meter   Against  Wet  Displacement  Meter. 


28. 


to  the  right  of  its  central  position  the  pawl  is  engaged 
only  during  the  last  one-third  of  its  stroke  and  the 
rheostat  arm  is  moved  one  step.  Thus  a  siiiall  or 
large  increase  or  decrease  in  the  rate  of  flow  of  gas 
causes  the  heater  energy  to  he  increased  or  decreased 
a  corresponding  amount  so  as  to  maintain  the  tem- 
perature increase  constant. 

With  the  heater  current  broken  and  witli  gas 
flowing  through  the.  meter  so  that  the  two  thermom- 
eters have  the  same  temperature,  the  galvanometer 
is  balanced  by  means  of  a  small  rheostat  in  series 
with  the  exit  thermometer.  The  entrance  and  exit  ther- 
mometer circuits  then  have  the  same  resistance.  A  re- 
sistance is  then  inserted  in  the  Ti  circuit  equal  in  value 
to  the  increase  in  resistance  in  thermometer  T:  cor- 
responding to  a  temperature  change  of  about  two 
degrees  F.  The  heater  current  is  thrown  in  and  the 
control  device  automatically  increases  the  heater  en- 
ergy until  the  bridge  again  balances,  that  is,  until 
thermometer  T^  has  been  brought  to  a  temperature 
two  degrees  higher  than  Ti  and  this  balanced  condi- 
tion is  maintained  in  spite  of  variations  in  rate  of  flow. 
Since  the  increase  in  temperature  is  thus  maintained 
a  constant  the  value  of  which  is  determined  by  the 
amount  of  the  temperature  difference  resistance  in- 
serted in  series  with  the  entrance  thermometer,  it 
onl}'  remains  to  measure  the  electrical  energj'  sup- 
plied to  the  heater  in  order  to  have  a  direct  measure 
of  the  rate  of  flow  of  gas.  This  is  accomplished  with 
a  commercial  wattmeter. 

The  heater  and  thermometer  units  are  mounted 
in  a  sheet  metal  barrel  and  this  barrel  is  in  turn  in- 
serted in  a  cast  iron  casing  designed  to  suit  any  de- 
sired pressure.  (See  Fig.  1).  A  gas  jacket  is  pro- 
vided to  reduce  radiation  losses  to  a  minimum.  From 
this  casing  the  electrical  connections  lead  to  the 
recording  panel  having  mounted  on  it  the  automatic 
control  device,  the  regulating  rheostat,  and  the  re- 
cording instruments.      (See   Fig.   3). 

1.     Laboratory  Tests. 
Very  extensive  tests   were   made   on   the   electric 
type  of  meter  against  the   Pilot  Tube  and   the   Ven.-^ 


turi  Meter  in  the  Gas  Engineering  Laboratory  of 
the  University  of  Wisconsin.  In  these  tests  all  three 
meters    were    inserted    in    series    in    the    same   pipe 


Fig. 


5.      Thorn.  Installed    In    Basement    of 

Pumping    staiioii    with    Recording    Panel    on 
Main  Floor  Above. 


242 


JOURNAL    OF    ELECTRICITY,    POWER    AND    GAS 


[Vol.   XXVII— No.    12 


line  and  air  was  passed  through  them  at  different 
rates  of  flow.  The  meters  were  all  of  the  very  sim- 
plest form  and  the  electric  meter  was  arranged  to 
give  indicated  results  only.  It  was  manually  con- 
trolled and  the  observations  were  taken  on  an  in- 
dicating wattmeter.     These  three  meters  were  appli- 


HundredThousandCu.  Ft.PerHour 

Fig.  6.  Record  Made  by  New  Meter  Shown  in  Fig.  5 
on  Which  is  Seen  the  Noon  Teak  Load  in  a 
City's  Gas  Supply. 

cations  of  three  fundamentally  different  principles. 
Independent  observations  were  very  carefully  made 
for  each  and  the  calculations  were  made  from  fun- 
damental theories  only.  We  have  space  here  only  to 
note  that  these  three  different  methods  of  measuring 
a  common  quantity  gave  results  that  differed  from 
each  other  by  very  small  percentages  throughout  the 
range  of  flow.  These  tests  established  beyond  a 
doubt  the  soundness  of  the  fundamental  principles 
of  the  electric  meter  and  also  brought  out  very  clear- 
ly the  ease  of  taking  observations  and  obtaining  re- 
sults with  this  method  as  compared  with  the  other 
two.  They  also  emphasized  the  possibility  of  de- 
veloping by  the  electric  method  a  meter  that  will 
automatically  give  continuous  graphical  or  inte|^rated 


results  directly  in  standard  cubic  feet  that  compare 
very  favorably  with  those  obtained  with  the  other 
two  methods  by  careful  observations  and  laborious 
computations. 

2.  Tests  Against  Wet  Displacement  Meter. 
During  the  early  development  work  an  electric 
meter  was  tested  in  series  with  a  wet  displacement 
meter  for  the  measurement  of  illuminating  gas  in 
the  Milwaukee  Gas  Light  Company's  Works.  Both 
gas  and  air  were  passed  through  the  two  meters 
in  series  so  that  direct  comparisons  could  be  obtained. 
The  electric  meter  was  of  the  constant  energy  vari- 
able temperature  type  and  was  arranged  to  record  the 
the  amount  of  temperature  rise  at  the  different  rates 
of  flow  corresponding  to  a  constant  energy  input 

If  B=;  Itilowatts  supplied  to  the  electric  meter. 
G-rzr  cubic  feet  of  gas  flowing-  per  hour. 
T  zz:  temperature   rise   in   the   gas  in  degrees  F. 
S  =  Specific  heat  of  the  gas  In  B.t.u.  per  cubic  foot. 

3412 


Then    ]3X3412  =  GST    and    GX: 


:  constant. 


B  S 

Therefore  if  we  plot  values  of  G  in  cubic  feet  per 
hour  obtained  by  the  wet  meter  as  ordinates  and  cor- 


from     the    electric 


T 
responding  values  of  —  obtained 
L 

meter  as  abscissas,  the  resultant  curves  must  be  rec- 
tangular hyperboles.  Pig.  4  shows  the  points  plotted 
for  both  the  gas  and  air  tests  with  rectangular  hy- 
perbolas drawn  through  them.     From  the  gas  curve 

T  3412 

G  X  — =:  170,000  = 

B  S 

and  S,  the  specific  heat  of  the  gas,  as  found  to  be 
0.0201.  Similarly  the  specific  heat  of  air  computed 
from  the  air  curve  ^  0.0181.  The  conditions  of  the 
gas  and  air  during  the  tests  were  as  follows : 

Gas  Air 

Temperature,    Fahrenheit     50  60 

Pressure,    Inches    Water    6  6.5 

Barometer    29.8  29.75 

Reducing  the  values  of  specific  heat  obtained  from 
the  tests  as  shown  above  to  standard  conditions  of 
32  degrees  F.  and  29.9"  mercury,  S  for  the  gas  be- 
comes 0.0210  which  is  to  be  compared  with  the  spe- 
cific heat  computed  from  the  analysis  of  the  gas 
given  below. 


Weight 

Total 

Vol. 

per 

Weight 

cu.  ft. 

cu.  ft.  lb. 

lb. 

CO. 

0.04 

0.11637 

0.004658 

C„H^ 

0.11 

0.0741 

0.00815 

o. 

0.001 

0.0S463 

0.00085 

CO 

0.331 

0.07407 

0.02450 

CH, 

0.1761 

0.04234 

0.00746 

H.. 

0.303 

0.00530 

0.00160 

N, 

0.03S9 

0.07429 

0.00289 

Specific 

Specific 

Heat 

Heat 

per  lb. 

per  cu  ft. 

0.216 

0.00100 

0.404 

0.00329 

0.217 

0.00023 

0.245 

0.00600 

0.593 

0.00442 

3.409 

0.00546 

0.244 

0.00071 

0.02111 

Similarly  the  specific  heat  of  air  reduced  to 
standard  conditions  of  32  degress  and  29.9"  mercury 
becomes'  S  =  0.0191  which  is  to  be  compared  with 
the  generally  accepted  value  of  0.0192  B.t.u.  per  cubic 
foot  for  air  under  these  conditions.  These  tests, 
especially  those  with  air  whose  specific  heat  is  well 
known,  provide  very  good  evidence  of  the  accuracy 
of  the  electric  meter  as  compared  with  the  wet 
displacement  meter  which  is  generally  accepted  to 
be  most  accurate  and  reliable  for  artificial  gas  meas- 
urement. 
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Fig.  5  shows  a  typical  installation  of  the  com- 
mercial electric  meter  lor  the  measurement  oi  illumi- 
nating gas.  This  meter  installed  in  the  pumping  sta- 
tion of  the  Milwaukee  Gas  Light  Company,  meas- 
ures all  of  the  gas  supplied  to  the  City  of  Milwaukee. 
It  has  a  maximum  capacity  of  3,000,000  cubic  feet 
of  free  gas  per  hour.  Fig.  6  is  a  portion  of  graphical 
chart  made  by  this  meter  showing  the  shape  of  the 
peak  curve  in  the  city's  supply  caused  by  the  in- 
creased demand  for  gas  for  cooking  purposes  at  noon. 

3.  Tests  Against  Pitot  Tube  With  Natural  Gas. 
Fig.  1  shows  a  meter  installed  at  the  Brave 
Pumping  Station  of  the  Peoples  Natural  Gas  Com- 
pany of  Pittsburg  for  the  measurement  of  natural  gas 
between  the  wells  and  the  pumps.  The  casing  is  lo- 
cated in  a  field  just  above  the  level  of  the  ground 
immediately  between  two  elbows  and  close  to  gate 
valves  and  is  in  a  10-inch  suction  line  within  about 
200  feet  of  the  suction  header  of  the  pumping  station. 
F"rom  this  casing  the  electric  connections  lead  to  the 
recording  panel  installed  alongside  the  switchboards 
in  the  lighting  plant  from  which  the  meter  receives 
Its  supply  of  energy.  (See  Fig.  3).  This  meter  has 
a  maximum  capacity  of  750,000  cubic  feet  of  free 
gas  per  hour  and  an  accurate  minimum  capacity  of 
12,500  cubic  feet.  It  is  designed  to  give  a  graph- 
ical record  as  well  as  integrated  values  of  flow  di- 
rectly in  standard  cubic  feet  at  15.025  pounds  pres- 
sure and  60  degrees  F.  although  the  pressure  of  the 
gas  in  the  line  varies  from  50  to  200  pounds  gauge 
and  the  temperature  varies  with  weather  conditions. 
The  specific  heat  of  the  standard  unit  was  computed 
for  the  design  of  the  meter  from  an  analysis  assumed 
from  an  average,  and  to  correspond  to  the  standard 
pressure  and  temperature  stated  above. 

This  installation  afforded  an  unusual  opportunity 
for  checking  the  accuracy  of  the  meter  on  account 
of  the  very  wide  and  rapid  variations  in  the  pressure 
and  rate  of  flow  of  the  gas  in  the  ordinary  operation 
of  the  system,  and  also  because  there  was  installed 
at  Bula  a  very  complete  and  thoroughly  calibrated 
Pitot  Tube  Station,  one  tube  of  which  was  in  the 
same  line  with  the  Thomas  meter.  The  two  meters 
could  thus  be  run  in  series  although  they  were  sep- 
arated by  about  one  and  one-half  miles  of  10-inch 
pipe.  Readings  of  pressure  and  velocity  head  were 
taken  on  the  Pitot  tube  every  fifteen  minutes  day  and 
night,  and  from  these  readings  values  of  gas  flow  in 
standard  cubic  feet  were  obtained  by  the  use  of  care- 
fully prepared  tables.  Since  these  tables  reduced  the 
Pitot  Tube  readings  to  the  same  standard  units  in 
which  the  Thomas  Meter  was  designed  to  read,  the 
results  were  directly  comparable. 

Very  thorough  tests  were  made  on  the  Thomas 
meter  under  service  conditions  to  determine  the  de- 
gree of  accuracy  with  which  it  would  give  continuous 
results  directly  in  standard  cubic  feet  with  variable 
pressures,  temperatures,  and  rates  of  flow,  as  com- 
pared with  the  results  obtained  by  very  frequent  and 
careful  observa,tions  on  the  Pitot  tubes,  and  also 
to  learn  whether  all  the  parts  would  stand  up  satis- 
factorily against  wear  and  the  action  of  the  gas. 
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Fig.  V.     Pressure  Log  for  24-hour  Period  of  Test  on 
Tliomas    Meter    with    Natural    Gas. 

HOURLY  RESULTS  OF  22-HduR  TEST  OF  THOMAS  METER. 


Cubic  Feet  Eacli  Hour 

Total  Cu.  Ft.  at  end  of  Eacli  Hour 

ntesrratiDEr 

Pitot 

[nteBrating 

Pitot 

H 

our 

Chart 

Meter 

Tube 

Chart 

Meter 

Tube 

s- 

9 

397,500 

400,000 

400,297 

307,500 

400,000 

400,297 

q- 

10 

398,500 

398,000 

394,027 

796,000 

798,000 

794,324 

1  fi- 

11 

370,000 

374,000 

373,731 

1,166,000 

1,172,000 

1,168,055 

ll  - 

1:; 

376,500 

377,000 

380,800 

1,542,500 

1,549,000 

1.548, 8o5 

1  •'- 

1 

361,500 

364,000 

367,726 

1,904,000 

1,913,000 

1. 916.581 

1  - 

9 

370,900 

377,000 

377,694 

2.274,900 

2,290,000 

2,294,275 

3 

381,200 

387,500 

386,103 

2,656,100 

2,677,500 

2.680,378 

1- 

4 

380,900 

386,500 

387,815 

3.037,000 

3,064,000 

3,068,190 

4- 

5 

382,600 

384,000 

387,229 

3,419,600 

3,448,000 

3,455,419 

'\- 

6 

385,510 

388,000 

389,052 

3,805,110 

3,836,000 

3,844,471 

fi- 

391,250 

388,000 

392,161 

4,196,360 

4,224,000 

4,236,632 

395,000 

391,000 

394,654 

4,591,360 

4,615,000 

4,631.286 

s 

9 

394,500 

392,000 

392,416 

4,985,860 

5,007,000 

5,023.702 

397.500 

398,000 

392,245 

5.383,360 

5.405.000 

5,415.947 

10- 

11 

387,000 

383,000 

385,383 

5,770,360 

5,788,000 

5,801,330 

n- 

12 

388,000 

387,000 

387,104 

6,158,360 

6,175,000 

6,188,434 

1  *'- 

1 

378,000 

373,000 

386,983 

6,536,360 

6,548,000 

6,575,417 

1- 

2 

439,500 

436,000 

435,416 

6,975,860 

6,984,000 

7,010,833 

«» 

3 

447,000 

446,000 

445,945 

7,922,860 

7,430,000 

7,456.778 

•> . 

4 

463,000 

459.000 

465,896 

7,885,860 

7,889,000 

7.922.674 

4- 

5 

465,000 

464,000 

467,240 

8,350,860 

8,353,000 

8,389.914 

5- 

6 

407,500 

411.000 

394,886 

8,758,360 

8.764.000 

8,784,800 

The  above  table  shows  the  hourly  results  of  a 
comparative  test  of  twenty-two  hours  duration.  Dur- 
ing a  large  part  of  this  test  the  rate  of  flow  was 
kept  nearly  constant  and  the  temperature  of  the  gas 
remained  about  the  same    but    the    pressure    varied 
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from   71  to   123  pounds  gauge.     The  values  of  cubic  standard  cubic  foot  was  computed  from  this  analysis, 

feet    for   each   hour   are   obtained    from    the    chart    by  Although  the  actual  composition  of  the  gas  was  found 

averaging  the   curve   traced   by   the   meter.,   from   the  to    be   considerably    different    from    that   assumed   for 

integratmg  meter   by  subtractmg  the   reading  at  the  the  design  of  the   meter,  the   values  of  specific   heat 

beginning    of    the    hour    from    that    at    the    end,    and  as  computed  from  the  two  analyses  are  almost  iden- 

from  the  Pitot  tube  in  the  manner  described  above.  tical. 

After  this  test   the  meter   was  put  into   continu-  After    the    tests    were    computed    the    heater    and 

ous  service  in  series  with  the  Pitot  tube  and  it  ran  thermometer  units  were  removed  from  the  casing  and 

with  but  very   few   interruptions  in  the  gas  flow   for  thoroughly    inspected.      They    were    found    to    be    in 

forty-five  days.   Readings  were  taken  on  the  Pitot  tube  perfect  condition  and  the  only  deposits  to  be  found 

as  before  and  results  were  obtained  from  the  Thomas  anywhere  inside  the  casing  were  a  very  thin  coating 

meter   by   means    of   the    continuous   records   and   by  of  fine   dark   brown   powder,   almost   diy    ^nd   a   few 

reading    the    integrating    instrument    at    intervals    of  finely  divided  pieces  of  scale.     The  recording  instru- 

three   hours.     The   following  is   a  sample   log  sheet  ments  and  control  device  were  also  found  to  be  in 

for  a  twenty-four  hour  period  of  the  test:  perfect  condition. 

24-HouR  LOG  OF  TEST  OF  THOMAS  METER,  BRAVE,  PA.  ,       ^hese    tests   have   proved   conclusively_  that   the 

NOON  APRIL.  26th  TO  NOON  APRIL  27th,  1911.  i  homas  meter  will  give  under  widely  varying  condi- 

integratine      Cu.  Ft.                       Cu.  Ft.                        Temper-  tions  of  pressure,  rate  of  flow,  etc.,  direct  results  in 

Time      Meter         Integrating       Cu.  Ft.         I'itot               Pressure         ature  ^       j        i             -j.        ^i      ^                                          j.    r              i_i            'j^i 

Reading           Meter              Chart          Tube         Brave  Bula  Brave  Bula  Standard      UnitS      that      compare      mOSt    favorably    With 

iioo     leol.e    1,056,000    i.oso.soo    i.ose.sse     i34     i40     47     46  those   obtained    from    frequent   and   careful   observa- 

l;o""o     IL'tf    \^dll    \%\Z    i;l6o%'Sl     }i^     l^S     %     tl  tions  on  Pitot  tubes  and  the  use  of  tables  and  co- 

12:00     2965.0    1,333,000    1,321,200    1,311,671     162     167     47     43  efficients  that  have  been  very  carefully  checked.    The 

3:00       3086.7      1,217,000      1,230,600      1,226,774       162       166       47       42  .       ,                          ^           r    ^i            i       ^    ■               .          i 

6:00     3215.0    1,283,000    1,302,900    1,310,577     114     124     47     40  particular   property  of   the   electric   meter  by  virtue 

9:00       3375.0     1,600,000      1,631,400      1,614,811       113       125       47       40  r        i  ■    u     v         -n                                               j.                                              j 

12:00     3523.2    i;482;ooo    i;479;ooo    i,48o;ooo     135     143     47     46  oi  which  it  Will  measure  gascs  at  any  pressure  and 

Totals    10.252,000  10,203,300  10,276,350  temperature  and  give  direct  readings  in  standard  units 

„.      „    ,            ,            ...                       ,     .         ,  in    spite    of   variations    in    pressure    and    temperature 

J:*ig.  7  shows  the  variations  in  pressure  during  the  ,     •, ,•  „,  ,    +..,  .u  ^      r  j 

°            .         ,                    ,         ^ ,            ,           °.  make  it  applicable  to  the  measurements  of  compressed 

same  twenty-four  hours  as  plotted  from  observations  ^j^.  ^,^^^  .^  ^^^  ^^.^^^  ^^^  ^^^^^^  industries. 

made  at  the  Pitot  tube      During  the  45-day  test  the  Conditions  Which  Affect  Accuracy. 

pressure  varied   from  46  to    185   pounds   gauge,   the  c  •„       ^  -              4.  u     ^.u-          ^-u   j    j          i      i- 

^                       .       -    .,.          ,^    ,               r-          ,     r  bmce   measurement  by  this   method   depends   di- 

temperature  from  45  to  65   degrees   F.   and  the  rate  ,                 ^     snecific   heat   of   the   £ras    the   accu- 

of  flow  from  90,000  to  640,000  cubic  feet  per  hour.  HZ  J^u"^     f,J     Tl      %    Ta  u              ^^^  .^^c" 

„,                         /           ,         '         ,  ,          r  ir^  •     1      •  '^^cy  of  the  meter  will  be  affected  by  any  conditions 

The  presence  of  several  thousand  feet  of  lO-mch  pipe  ^^^^   ^^^^^   ^^^           .^^   j^^^^_     ^j^^       ^^.^^   ^^^^   ^^ 

hne,  the  sudden  changes  made  m  the  control  valves  ^                   ^^  ^^^^^^^^  ^     ^j^^  presence  of  water  vapor, 

sometimes  at  Brave  and  sometimes  at  Bula,  and  the      .„   „    „i  „ ■      j-t,  j--  r   -^  ^-^       ^ 

...                         ,                   ,                        '             .  by   a   change   m   the   proportions   of  its   constituents, 

sudden   increase   or   decrease   of   pressure   over   quite  „,.  k     „  ^u„„       ■     ii                  4.-           r          •   i.           r  j. 

,     .                  .            f   ,         ,,           ,  ^  or  by  a  change  in  the  proportions  of  a  mixture  of  two 

wide    ranges    during    certain    periods,    all    tended    to  i,;„j^   „r   „^„^^      t-u„+  u   ■„        *     jr    4.  j   u        u 

,.°^    ..J.,.      *         .       ,  ^          ,'             ,            ,  kinds  of  gases,      ihat  it  is  not  affected  by  changes 

cause   slight  differences   in   the   results   as   shown   by  •      +^,^„^,..,<-„r^  „,.     _^                vu-             i  ■        i-     v     • 

,               *               ,     .          ,                .    ,        ^     .                  -'  m  temperature  or  pressure  within   working  limits  is 

the  two  meters  during  short  periods  of  time,      ihat  „„+   „„,      ,-      „     „  j               -4.1        4.  1  i-  v    j    f,             ,     ^ 

,           ,.,,.„             *=               ^           ,                    ,  not  only   m   accordance   with   established   theory   but 

these  slight  differences  were  averaged  out  over  longer  :+  u,o  u^^„  ^^^,r^A  •     4.t,„  +  „4.       ■^.u       ^       1            1       j 

.    .    °      ,            ,        ,,„.'='                         ^  °  It  has  been  proved  in  the  tests  with  natural  gas  already 

periods   is   shown   by  the   following  summary   of  the  described 

two   tests :  a  •          .          ,                  ,  .  ,           ,         , 

Air  and  most  gases  which  need  to  be  measured 

Total  st"r<i"fur^J;ttr.asr2f^r"h';P?^^^^^  --t-"   --ter   vapor   in   varying   amounts.     As    the 

tube 8,784,800  amount  of  vapor  that  a  gas  will  hold  at  any  tempera- 

"^"""Thomaf  meter^'.'  .'.^.'.'.  .°*  .^^'  .'°'.   ^'.  .'l".^"" .  .*!''8,764,ooo  t':"'^  ^'^^  prcssure  is  independent  of  the  kind  of  gas, 

8.784.800  —  8,764,000                                    '     '  ^''"  "^^^  ^^  taken  as  a  typical  case.     At  60  degrees 

^.^^^^^^^ — '■ =  0.2%  difference.  F.  and  at  atmospheric  pressure  air  will  hold,  if  it  is 

ENDURANCE  TEST  APRIL  17th  TO  JUNE  3d,  1911.  ^"^^^  Saturated,  5.6  grains  of  water  vapor  per  cubic 

Total  standard  cubic  feet  of  gas  by  Pitot  tube 337,546,182  foot.     The  weight  of  the  mixture  of  air  and  vapor 

Total  standard  cubic  feet  of  gas  by  Thomas  Meter..    336,732,018  •       „k„.,4.    ro->            •              rj^-,            .,                .               ... 

337,546,182-336,732,018  grains.     Then  the  water  might  amount 

-^ — '- '■ — '■ =  0.2%  difference.  to  about  1.05  per  cent  of  the  weight  of  the  air.     As 

0017    K4C   19''  1                               .                                                                • 

•    "  the   specific   heat   of   water    vapor    is    approximately 

In  order  to  make  the  test  complete  and  the  re-  twice  that  of  air  the  maximum  error  that  could  occur 

suits    more    conclusive    an    analysis    of   the    gas    was  due    to    the    presence    of   the    water   vapor   would    be 

Date             COa            Cn  Hsn             O2                 CO                 H2  CHi                 N2                CP               BTU            Sp.  Gr.     Sp.   Ht. 

June 

H                     3.4                   9.2                   0.4                   11.0                   37.2  32.9                   5.9                   21.8                   703                   .518              0.2168 

12                      3.5                   9.7                   0.4                     9.8                   36.6  33.2                   6.8                   22.9                   710                    ■;??                09174 

14  3.4                10.2                   0.4                   10.0                   36.3  33.6                   6.1                   22  9                   724                    523               0218* 

15  4.0                10.0                   0.4                   10.6                   35.8  32.5                   6.7                   214                   708                    535               02180 

16  3.5                  9.3                   0.4                   10.2                   38.3  31.9                   6.4                   216                   696                    512               02167 

17  3.4                   9.6                   0.2                   10.0                   36.7  34.6                   5.5                   20.9                   724                    515               oIlS' 

18  3.6                10.0                   0.4                   10.0                   37.2  32.3                   6.5                   215                   709                    521               02,17^ 

19  4-0                   9.6                   0.2                   10.6                   34.5  34.0                  7.I                   22  1                   712                   140               02189 

21  3.8                   9.7                   0.2                   10.0                   35.6  33.7                   70                   217                   712                    531               ClVill 

22  _3^               _9£_               Jh4_                 10^                 3^  32^               5.9_                  22;o                   iio                   llig               :6ii74 

A-Vg 3.63                 9.70                0.34                 10.24                36.54  33.16                ejf              2TJ8                iToJ               .iiii            .02176 

Mean  of  ten  values  of  specific  heat  computed  from  individual  analyses,  .02176. 

Maxinium  variation  of  specific  heat  computed  for  individual  analyses    from    the    specific    heat    computed    fro    the    average 
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about  1  per  cent.  Since  the  humidity  of  air  is  slI- 
doni  lower  than  50  per  cent  the  variation  in  its  spe- 
cific heat  would  be  much  less  than  1  per  cent.  Should 
it  be  desirable  to  make  corrections  for  this  small  error 
they  can  be  made  from  the  tables  for  saturated  gases 
on  the  basis  of  an  assumed  or  an  ascertained  humidity. 
If  the  gas  to  be  measured  is  over  saturated,  and  water 
is  carried  along  mechanically  as  a  fog  or  mist,  the 
evaporation  of  this  by  the  heater  energy  of  course 
interferes  with  making  accurate  measurements.  This 
difficulty  can  be  easily  overcome  by  heating  the  gas 
slightly  above  the  temperature  of  saturation  before 
it  enters  the  meter. 

The  variations  in  composition  of  gases  which 
we  need  most  to  consider  in  relation  to  their  effect 
upon  the  specific  heat  are  those  which  occur  in  the 
mixtures  of  two  different  kinds  of  gases.  The  fol- 
lowing table,  copied  from  a  paper  by  Mr.  E.  C.  Jones 
in  the  Proceedings  of  the  American  Gas  Institute 
for  1909,  shows  the  variation  in  composition  from 
day  to  day  of  mixed  crude  oil  gas  and  carburetted 
water  gas.  To  this  table  have  been  added  the  com- 
puted values  of  specific  heat  in  B.t.u.  per  pound  per 
degree  F.  for  a  cubic  foot  of  gas  at  14.696  pounds 
absolute  pressure  and  60  degrees  F. 

This  table  indicates  that  the  results  obtained 
from  a  meter  designed  on  the  basis  of  the  average 
analysis  would  be  subject  to  a  maximum  error  during 
any  day  of  a  small  fraction  of  one  per  cent  and  that 
this  error  will  be  averaged  out  in  longer  periods  of 
time. 

From  the  table  given  below  showing  the  com- 
puted values  of  specific  heat  for  different  mixtures 
of  coal  and  water  gas  it  is  seen  that  the  effect  upon 
the  specific  heat  of  the  variations  in  the  mixtures  of 
these  gases  that  occur  under  working-  conditions  is 
negligible. 

Water  Gas.  Coal  Gas  Specific  Heat. 
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These  values  of  specific  heat  are  m  B.t.u.  per 
degree  F.  for  a  cubic  foot  of  gas  at  14,804  pounds 
absolute  pressure  and  60  degrees  F.  They  are  based 
upon  the  following  two  typical  analyses  for  water 
gas  and  coal  gas  in  a  city  plant.. 


Water  Gas. 

Coal  Ga.<! 

Co., 

3.8 

2.2 

0„H.,„ 

12.3 

3.3 

o 

O.G 

U.tj 

CO 

30.4 

6.9 

H 

33.3 

50.6 

CH, 

14.4 

34.2 

N 

.'i.2 

2.3 

Where  a  meter  is  an  important  feature  of  a  gas 
distribution  system  it  is  periodically  inspected  and 
it  is  'very  desirable  to  be  able  to  ascertain  whether 
the  parts  inside  the  gas  main  are  in  proper  condition. 
Since  the  electric  meter  has  no  moving  parts  inside 
the  gas  main  the  only  effects  which  the  action  of  the 
gas  can  have  on  the  inner  parts  are  those  due  to  de- 
posits or  corrosive  actions  on  the  heater  and  thermom- 
eter units.  Since  the  watts  dissipated  in  the  heater, 
as  measured  by  the  wattmeter,  are  a  product  of  cur- 


rent flowing  through  the  heater  and  voltage  across 
its  terminals,  their  measurement  is  independent  of 
the  resistance  or  surface  of  the  heater  unit  itself  and 
therefore  cannot  be  affected  by  either  corrosion  or 
deposits.  Should  excessive  deposits  occur  on  the 
units  they  would  only  tend  to  make  them  slower  in 
following  sudden  changes  in  flow.  Provision  is  made 
for  checking  the  condition  of  the  thermometers  from 
the  recording  panel  without  removing  the  cover  from 
the  meter  casing.  With  gas  flowing  through  the 
meter  the  heater  current  is  broken  and  the  temper- 
ature resistance  in  series  with  the  Ti  thermometer 
is  shorted  out.  If  the  thermometers  are  in  proper 
condition  the  galvanometer  needle  will  come  to  a 
balance.  If  the  thermometer  circuits  do  not  thus 
balance  a  small  rheostat  is  provided  in  the  galvano- 
meter box  to  bring  them  back  to  a  proper  balance. 
Thus  the  only  parts  of  the  meter  which  can  be  affected 
to  cause  inaccuracies  of  measurement  can  be  checked 
up  from  the  recording  panel  as  often  as  desired. 

The  heater  and  thermometer  resistances  are  even- 
ly distributed  over  the  total  section  of  the  gas  pass- 
age so  that  all  of  the  gas  is  heated  and  a  correct 
average  temperature  dift'erence  is  obtained  regard- 
less of  variations  in  velocity  at  dift'erent  parts  of  the 
section.  On  this  accoiuit  it  is  possible  to  oDtain  accu- 
rate results  without  providing  a  long  length  of 
straight  pipe  in  the  approach  to  the  meter.  This 
was  proved  in  the  natural  gas  tests  already  described 
in  which  the  meter  was  located  directly  between  two 
risers  from  an  underground  line  and  very  close  to 
several  bends.  On  account  of  the  sliglit  neat  capacity 
of  the  heater  and  thermometer  units  they  will  not 
change  their  temperatures  instantly  and  therefore 
quick  pulsations  in  the  rate  of  flow  are  averaged 
out  and  do  not  show  up  in  the  record.  The  inte- 
grating wattmeter  also  correctly  integrates  period- 
ical fluctuations  in  the  rate  of  flow. 

Working  Range  and  Flexibility  of  Parts. 

The  working  range  between  maximum  and  mini- 
mum rates  of  flow  at  which  the  electric  meter  will 
measure  accurately  is  about  14  to  1.  By  changing 
the  temperature  range  through  whicii  the  gas  is 
heated,  which  is  accomplished  by  shifting  a  resistance 
plug  at  the  recording  panel,  the  meter  will  measure 
accurately  down  to  a  minimum  rate  of  about  one  and 
one-half  per  cent  of  the  maximum.  This  wide  work- 
ing range  combined  with  the  ability  to  make  an 
accurate  continuous  graphical  record  of  the  rate  of 
flow  makes  possible  investigations  of  the  shape  and 
magnitude  of  peak  loads  and  other  irregularities  in 
flow. 

As  shown  by  Figs.  2,  3  and  5  the  arrangement  of 
parts  of  the  meter  is  very  flexible.  The  meter  casing 
may  be  in  either  a  horizontal  or  a  vertical  position 
and  the  recording  panel  can  be  located  at  almost  any 
desired  distance  from  the  meter,  since  the  connec- 
tions between  them  are  all  electrical  and  therefore 
perfectly  flexible.  In  meters  of  very  large  capacity 
where  the  rheostat  becomes  quite  large  the  record- 
ing instruments  and  control  switches  may  be  put 
on  a  separate  panel  and  the  rheostat  put  in  any  con- 
venient location.  It  will  also  be  noted  that  the  design 
lends  itself  very  easily  to  a  remote  control  from  gate 
\-alvcs,   etc.,  in   the  gas   main. 
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ELECTRICAL  APPLIANCES  FOR  WESTERN 
CANADA. 

Within  a  few  months  the  city  of  Winnipeg  will 
be  prepared  to  sell  electrical  energy.  Its  great  plant 
at  Point  du  Bois,  costing  $2,250,000,  and  capable  of 
generating  100,000  horsepower,  is  rapidly  nearing  com- 
pletion; and  the  business  men  of  Winnipeg,  as  well  as 
householders  generally,  are  looking  forward  with  keen 
anticipation  to  cheaper  power.  While  the  city  is 
contemplating  purchasing  the  street  car  system,  it 
may  develop  during  negotiations  that  it  will  take  over 
the  power  plant  of  the  street  railway  company,  which 
supplies  not  only  power  for  the  railway,  but  also 
furnishes  electricity  for  private  lighting,  as  well  as 
for  commercial  power. 

The  rates  for  power  at.  present  are  as  follows:  6 
cents  per  watt-hour  up  to  50  horsepower;  4  cents 
per  watt-hour  over  50  to  100  horsepower;  3  cents  per 
watt-hour  over  100  horsepower.  Private  lighting  costs 
10  cents  per  kilowatt;  electricity  for  cooking  costs 
6  cents;  gas,  $1.20  per  1,000  feet. 

Public  lighting,  which  is  done  by  tne  city  electric- 
lighting  plant,  costs  an  average  of  11  cents  per  arc 
lamp  per  night,  the  total  cost  in  1910  being  $42,977. 


USE  OF  HERTZIAN  WAVES  AS  FOG  SIGNALS. 

As  far  back  as  1908,  at  the  Eighth  International 
Navigation  Congress  held  in  Paris,  the  Lighthouse  De- 
partment of  France  has  had  in  mind  the  employment 
of  Hertzian  waves  for  the  production  of  fog  signals. 

The  Minister  of  Public  Works  has  now  decided 
that  the  time  is  a  fitting  one  to  proceed  with  the  in- 
stallation of  suitably  chosen  Hertzian  posts,  which 
may  be  increased  as  they  are  needed  and  as  improve- 
ments are  made. 

The  characteristics  of  the  three  new  signals  will 
be  as  follows : 

Creach  d'Ouessant  lighthouse :  A  fog  signal  with 
the  regular  emission  every  30  seconds  of  signals  pro- 
ducing in  the  telephone  the  note  "ut  4"  (522  double 
vibrations  per  second),  and  arranged  so  as  to  repeat, 
at  least  during  10  seconds,  slowly,  the  letter  "o"  of 
the  Morse  alphabet. 

He  de  Sein  lighthouse :  A  fog  signal  with  the 
regular  emission  every  30  seconds  of  signals  produc- 
ing in  the  telephone  the  note  "sol  4"  (783  double  vibra- 
tions per  second),  and  arranged  to  repeat  slowly,  dur- 
ing at  least  10  seconds,  the  letter  "s"  of  the  Morse 
alphabet. 

On  board  the  lightship  Le  Havre  (in  construc- 
tions) :  A  fog  signal  giving  ,with  a  wave  length  of  80 
meters  (262  ft.)  the  regular  emission  every  30  seconds 
of  signals  producing  in  the  telephone  the  note  "ut  4," 
and  arranged  so  as  to  repeat  slowly,  during  10  sec- 
onds at  least,  the  letter  "h"  of  the  Morse  alphabet. 


PHILIPPINE  ELECTRIC  LINE. 

The  long-looked-for  and  much-desired  Manila 
street  railway  extension  to  the  new  docks  will  be 
reahzed  in  a  short  time,  according  to  a  statement  made 
by  General  Manager  Graves,  who  announces  thas  his 
company  is  ready  to  begin  the  extension  work,  which 
will  be  undertaken  as  soon  as  the  Government  gives 
its  consent. 


ELECTRICAL  MACHINERY  AND  APPARATUS." 

The  electrical  industries  have  had  a  most  remark- 
able development  during  the  past  decade.  The  value 
of  the  machinery  and  apparatus  manufactured  for  use 
in  the  generation  and  utilization  of  electricity  increased 
from  $105,832,000  in  1899  to  $159,551,000  in  1904,  and 
$243,967,000  in  1909,  or  130  per  cent  during  the  decade. 
Large  quantities  of  supplies  used  for  electrical  pur- 
poses are  manufactured  in  foundry  and  machine  shops 
and  other  establishments  not  identified  with  the  elec- 
trical industries.  These  parts  are  assembled  by  deal- 
ers and  others  not  covered  by  the  census,  and  it  is 
impossible  to  obtain  accurate  information  in  regard 
to  them.  Therefore,  the  totals  given  above  are  less 
than  the  true  value  of  all  of  the  machinery  of  this 
character  manufactured  annually  in  the  United  States. 

The  value  of  products  represents  their  selling 
value  or  price  at  the  plants  as  actually  turned  out  by 
the  factories  during  the  census  year,  and  does  not  nec- 
essarily have  any  relation  to  the  amount  of  sales  for 
that  year. 

Dynamos. 

Dynamos,  dynamotors,  motor  generators,  and  sim- 
ilar machines  constitute  the  most  important  generic 
group  of  electrical  machinery.  The  number  of  dyna- 
mos manufactured  annually  increased  from  10.527  in 
1899  to  15,080  in  1904,  and  16,791  in  1909,  an  increase 
of  59  per  cent  for  the  decade.  The  value  of  the  dy- 
namos for  each  year  was  $10,473,000,  $11,084,000,  and 
$13,081,000,  respectively.  As  a  rule  much  larger  and 
more  powerful  dynamos  were  manufactured  in  1909 
than  for  the  prior  years,  so  that  while  the  average  value 
of  machines  manufactued  was  greater  in  1909,  they  rep- 
resented a  lower  cost  for  corresponding  capacity.  The 
average  capacity  per  machines,  increased  from  55  kilo- 
watts in  1889  to  66  in  1904,  and  84  in  1909.  The  value 
of  the  dynamotors,  motor  generators,  boosters,  rotary 
converters  ,and  double  currrent  generators  manufac- 
tured increased  fom  $380,000  in  1899  to  $3,155,000  in 
1909,  or  730  per  cent. 

Transformers  and  Switchboards. 

The  value  of  transformers  manufactured  increased 
from  $2,963,000  in  1899  to  $4,469,000  in  1904,  or  51 
per  cent,  and  to  $8,801,000  in  1909,  or  197  per  cent. 
The  value  of  the  switchboards,  panel  boards,  cut-out 
cabinets  for  light  and  power  increased  from  $1,847,000 
in  1899  to  $3,766,000  in  1904,  or  104  per  cent,  and  to 
$5,972,000  in  1909,  or  223  per  cent. 

Motors. 

The  total  value  of  motors  of  all  kinds,  including 
supplies  and  parts,  manufactured  increased  from  $19,- 
505,000  in  1899  to  $22,371,000  in  1904,  and  $32,087,000 
in  1909,  or  64  per  cent  for  the  decade. 

The  number  of  power  motors  manufactured  an- 
nually increased  from  35,604,  valued  at  $7,551,000,  in 
1899  to  79,877,  valued  at  $13,121,000,  in  1904,  and 
to  244,123,  valued  at  $18,306,000  in  1909,  there  being 
an  increase  of  586  per  cent  in  number  and  142  per  cent 
in  value  for  the  decade.  Many  powerful  motors  were 
manufactured,  but  the  number  of  small  motors  has 
increased  so  rapidly  that  the  average  capacity  per  ma- 
chine has  declined,  the  average  horsepower  per  motor 

'Preliminary  Report  for  1909,   issued  by  tlie  Census  Bureau 
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for  the  three  census  years  being  14.5,  8.5,  and  6.7,  re- 
spectively. 

Tabular  Summary. 

The  following  statement  summarizes  the  sta- 
tistics for  the  principal  products  as  reported  at  the 
censuses  of  1909,  1904,  and  1899: 

In  1899  there  was  great  activity  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  motors  for  automobiles,  but  the  increase  in 
this  branch  of  industry  has  not  kept  pace  with  that 
for  other  classes  of  electrical  equipment.  The  number 
manufactured  decreased  from  3,017  in  1899  to  1,879 
in  1904,  with  an  increase  to  2,796  in  1909.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  capacity  of  motors  reported  increased 
4,251  horsepower,  or  52  per  cent,  during  the  decade, 
and  the  value  of  these  motors  has  increased  from 
$192,000  in  1899  to  $153,000  in  1904,  but  increased  to 
$294,000  in  1909. 

The  number  of  small  motors  for  the  operation 
of  fans  has  increased  very  rapidly.  There  were  97,- 
577  such  motors  reported  in  1899.  In  1904  there  were 
102,535,  and  in  1909,  199,113,  an  increase  of  104  per 
cent  for  the  decade.  The  value  of  these  motors  in- 
creased from  $1,055,000  in  1899  to  $2,451,000  in  1909,  or 
132  per  cent. 

The  statistics  of  motors  for  electric  railroad  cars 
cannot  be  shown  separately  without  disclosing  the 
products  of  individual  establishments,  but  there  was  a 
considerable  increase  in  the  manufacture  of  such 
motors  as  compared  with  the  production  of  1904,  which 
was  12,298,  of  713,181  horsepower,  valued  at  $4,950,000. 
Considering  the  group  of  motors  for  cars,  elevators, 
and  similar  purposes,  the  combined  number  decreased 
from  23,582  in  1899  to  22,112  in  1904,  and  increased  to 
58,698  in  1909.  The  value  of  these  motors  was  $10,- 
707,000  in  1899,  $7,929,000  in  1904,  and  $11,036,000 
in  1909,  there  being  an  increase  of  149  per  cent  in  num- 
ber and  3  per  cent  in  value  during  the  decade,  the  de- 
crease shown  for  the  group  in  1904  being  entirely  due 
to  the  decrease  in  the  manufacture  of  railway  motors 
at  that  census. 

Storage  and  Primary  Batteries. 

The  value  of  the  storage  and  primary  batteries 
manufactured  increased  from  $3,679,000  in  1899  to 
$4,244,000  in  1904  and  $10,612,000  in  1909,  or  188  per 
cent  during  the  decade.  Both  storage  and  primary 
batteries  consist  of  various  elements  which  are  not 
always  combined  and  sold  together  as  a  unit  by  the 
same  manufacturers,  and  yet  it  is  not  until  these  are 
brought  together  that  a  complete  cell  is  constituted. 
Many  of  the  parts  and  supplies  used  are  manufactured 
outside  of  the  electrical  field,  and  therefore  the  statis- 
tics shown  in  this  report  do  not  convey  a  correct  idea 
of  the  importance  of  this  branch  of  the  industry. 

Arc  and  Incandenscent  Lamps. 

The  number  of  arc  lamps  manufactured  increased 
from  158,187  in  1899  to  195,157  in  1904,  and  decreased 
to  123,543  in  1909.  The  decrease  is  accounted  for  by 
the  fact  that  other  varieties  of  lamps  are  now  used 
for  street  light  and  for  other  purposes  for  which  arc 
lamps  were  formerly  used  almost  exclusively.  The 
value  of  these  lamps  deceased  slightly  in  1904 
($1,574,000)  as  compared  with  1899  ($1,828,000),  but 
owing  to  the  introduction  of  more  types  of  these  lamps, 


such  as  flaming  arcs,  increased  to  $1,707,000  in  1909. 

The  group  of  incandescent  lamps  includes  carbon 
filament,  gem,  tantalum,  tungsten,  glower  vacuum, 
vapor  and  similar  lamps  used  for  ligfitmg,  advertis- 
ing and  decorative  purposes.  Some  of  these  varieties 
were  not  manufactured  in  1899  or  1904.  A  large  num- 
ber of  decorative  and  miniature  lamps,  X-ray  bulbs, 
vacuum  tubes,  etc.,  are  now  manufactured,  but  the 
varieties  are  so  numerous  that  it  is  impossible  to  ob- 
tain accurate  statistics  of  the  number.  The  total 
value  of  the  group  increased  from  $3,515,000  in  1899 
to  $6,953,000  in  1904  and  $15,715,000  in  1909.  The 
value  of  the  carbon  filament  lamps  increased  rapidly 
from  1899  to  1904,  but  there  was  a  slight  decrease 
in  1909,  the  value  for  the  respective  years  being  $3,442,- 
000,  $6,308,000,  and  $6,157,000.  The  manufacture  of 
gem,  tantalum,  tungsten,  and  other  metal  filament 
lamps  was  reported  separately  for  the  first  time  at 
the  census  of  1909,  when  they  were  valued  at  $7,682,- 
000.  Some  of  these  new  variaties  of  lamps  were  not 
reported  separately  at  prior  censuses,  and  it  is  possi- 
ble that  they  were  included  with  the  carbon  filament 
lamps,  thus  accounting  in  part  for  the  apparent  de- 
crease in  that  variety  of  lamp.  Advertising,  decora- 
tive, and  all  other  lamps,  including  in  1909  glower 
lamps,  vacuum  and.  vapor  lamps  not  separately  re- 
ported in  1904,  have  increased  in  value  from  $645,000 
in  1904  to  $1,876,000  in  1909. 

The  total  value  of  all  lamps  reported  for  1909 
was  $15,715,000.  This  does  not  include  sockets,  le- 
ceptacles,  bases,  etc.,  or  lighting  fixtures  of  any  char- 
acter. 

Lighting    Fixtures. 

The  value  of  electric-light  fixtures  of  all  kinds 
manufactured  in  1899  was  $3,751,000;  in  1904,  $3,295.- 
000;  and  in  1909,  $6,128,000.  Large  quantities  of  com- 
bination gas  and  electric  fixtures  are  now  manufac- 
tured. At  the  census  of  1909  it  was  ascertained  that 
the  value  of  these  combination  fixtures  was  about 
$12,884,000.  Their  value  for  prior  censuses  cannot 
be  ascertained,  and  there  were  undoubtedly  large  quan- 
tities manufactured  in  connection  with  the  manufac- 
ture of  gas  fixtures  which  are  not  identified  with  the 
manufacture  of  electric  supplies,  and  their  value  is 
not  included  in  this  report. 

Telegraph  and  Telephone  Instruments. 

The  telegraph  instruments  include  intelligence 
(key,  sounder,  etc.)  of  all  kinds,  police,  fire,  district, 
and  miscellaneous  instruments,  wireless  apparatus, 
also  switchboards  and  telegraph  parts  and  supplies. 
The  total  of  this  group  of  instruments  in  1899 
amounted  to  $1,642,000,  in  1904  to  $1,111,000.  and 
in  1909,  $1,957,000,  an  increase  of  19  per  cent  in  the 
decade. 

Telephone  apparatus  includes  transmitters,  re- 
ceivers, complete  sets  of  instruments  (not  included 
in  the  separate  parts),  interior  telephone  systems  com- 
plete, and  central  switchboards,  private  exchange 
boards,  parts  and  supplies.  The  total  value  of  this 
eroup  in  1889  was  $10,512,000  as  compared  with  $15,- 
864,000  in  1904,  and  $15,547,000  in  1909,  a  slight  de- 
crease during  the  last  five-year  period. 

The  report  also  shows  the  value  of  the  total  annual 
output  of  miscellaneous  apparatus  used  in  connection 
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with  the  utilization  of  electric  current.  Principal 
among  these  may  be  mentioned  electric  measuring 
instruments,  the  output  for  which  in  1909  was  $7,800,- 
000;  magneto-ignition  appaiatus,  sparks,  coils,  etc., 
valued  at  $6,080,000;  electric  switches,  signals  and  at- 
tachments, $5,384,000;  heating,  cooking,  and  welding 
apparatus,  $1,003,000;  lightning  arresters,  fuses,  etc., 
valued  at  $1,942,000;  theraputic  apparatus,  $1,116,000; 
circuit  fittings,  $1,081  000;  and  electric  flatifons, 
$951,000. 


ELECTRICAL  MACHINERY,  APPARATUS  AND  SUPPLIES— PRODUCTS,  BV  IQND,  QU.' 
TITY,  AND  VALUE;  1909,  1904,  AND  ;S99. 


Number  of  establishments '  1,255 

Total  value  of  products 5243,967, COO 

Dynamos: 

Number 16,791 

Total  kilowatts 1,405,951 

Value 513,081,000 

Dynamotors,  motor  generators,  boosters,  rotary  converters  and 

double-current  generators S3, 155, 000 

Transformers  for  light  and  power $S,  SOi,  000 

Switchboards,  panel  boards,  cut-out  cabinets  for  light  and  power..     35,972,000 
Motors: 

For  power — 

Number. 244, 1211 

Horsepower 1 ,  623, 077 

Value 518, 306,000 

For  automobiles — 

Number 2, 7% 

Horsepower 12, 471 

Value 5294,000 

For  fans — 

Number 199,113 

Horsepower 178, 033 

Value 82,451,000 

For  railways,  elevators,  and  misecUaneous  services,  including 
supplies  and  parts- 
Number 

Horsepower 

Value , 

Storage  batteries,  including  parts  and  suDplies: 

\^  eight  of  plates  in  pounds 

Value : 

Primary  batteries  including  parts  and  supplies: 

Number 

Value 

Arc  lamps: 

Number ■- 

Value — 

Searchlights,  projectors,  and  focusing  lamps 

Incandescent  lamps: 

Carbon  filament,  gem,  tantalum,  tungsten  lamps 

Decorative  and  miniature  Iamps,X-ray  bulbs,  vacuum  tubes, 
etc.  (also  includes  glower  lamps  and  parts,  and  vacuum  and 

vapor  lamps) 

Sockets,  receptacles,  bases,  etc 

Electric  lighting  fixtures  of  all  kinds 

Telegraph  apparatus 

Telephone  apparatus 

Insulated  wires  and  cables 

Electric  conduits 

Annunciator's— Domestic,  hotel,  and  office 

Electric  clocks  and  time  mechanisms 

Fuses 

Lightning  arresters 

Rheostats  and  resistances 

Heating,  cooking,  and  welding  apparatus 

Electric  flatirons 

Electric  measuring  insti-umen ta 

Electrical  therapeutic  apparatus 

Magneto-ignition  apparatus,  sparks,  coils,  etc 

Electric  switches,  signals,  and  attachments 

Circuit  Dttings  of  aU  kinds 

All  other  products 

Amount  received  from  custom  work  and  repairing 


859, 237 
Sll,03ii,000 


123.543 

$1,707,000 
$936,000 

313,839,000 


31,876.000 

$4,522,000 
S6,r.iS,Q00 
51,957,000 
315,547,000 
S.50,338,000 
35, 098,  OftO 

52315,000 

3352,000 
31,002,000 

5940,000 
32,675.000 
SI,  003, 000 

3951,000 
37.800,000 
31,116,000 

S!i,o;;o,ooo 

35,384,000 
51,031.000 
334,000,000 
35,691,000 


1912 
5159,551,000  i 

15,080 

996, 182 

$11,084,000 

31,740,000 

S4, 469, 000 
33,766,000 

79,877 
678,910 

313,121,000 

1,819 

1?,907 

3153,000 

102,&;15 

30,796 

31,168,000 

22, 112 

7t,3,399 

37,929,000 


6,023,102 
31,598,000 

195,157 

31.574,000 
3115,000 


3645,000 
32.011,000 
33,295,000 
31,111,000 
S15.?64,000 


873, 00«) 

3504,000 
83,751.000 

31,642.000 

510, 51 2,000 

334,520,000  i  3-1.292,000 


32, 416, 000 

3186,000 

3374,  COU 

3863, 000 

3637,000 

3933,000 

3396,000 

(') 

35,005,000 

31,037,000 

3678.000 

31.451,000 

33.525,000 

3-^6,179,000 

32.799.000 


1  Includes  establishments  engaged  primarily  in  the  manufacture  of  products  not  identified  with  the 
electric  industries,  but  incidentally  making  electrical  machinery,  apparatus,  and  supplies,  as  follows: 

Year. 

Number 
of  estab- 
lish- 
ments. 

Value  of 
product 

reported. 

1909 

246 

128 

$22.li60,00C 

1S99 

13,397,'li>j 

^  Not  separately  reported. 

DEMONSTRATIONS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES 
BUREAU  OF  MINES. 

At  the  Arsenal  Grounds,  40th  and  Butler  streets, 
beginning  at  9:00  a.  m.,  October  30,  1911,  and  closing 
at  12  m.  a  demonstration  of  the  work  of  the  Bureau 
of  Mines,  with  exhibit  of  detonation  of  permissible 
and  other  explosives,  in  the  steel  lined  gallery,  filled 
with  dust  and  gas. 

Exhibits  and  tests  of  mine  safety  lamps  in  lamp 
gallery;  of  electric  sparks  in  gallery  No.  2  in  the  pres- 
ence of  inflammable  mixture  of  air  and  gas;  of  training 
in  rescue  work  with  oxygen  helmets ;  of  investigations 
and  tests  of  explosives. 


PRIMER    OF    APPLIED   THERMODYNAMICS.' 

THIRD  LECTURE. 

Fuels  and  Their  Calorific  Value. 

In  the  study  of  Thermodynamics,  should  we  ad- 
here strictly  to  our  subject,  we  should  deal  largely  in 
the  abstract  in  our  consideration  of  heat  forces.  We 
shall  find,  however,  that  if  we  can  keep  before  our 
mental  vision  a  concrete  idea  of  heat  and  some  of 
the  factors  used  in  producing  heat,  it  will  materially 
aid  us  in  getting  a  thorough  grasp  of  the  applications 
of  Thermodynamics. 

In  engineering  practice  the  process  used  to  man- 
ufacture or  supply  heat  is  known  as  combustion.  In 
order  to  bring  about  combustion,  certain  substances 
called  fuels  are  heated  to  a  relatively  high  tempera- 
ture, >and  then  when  air  passes  over  and  through  the 
heated  fuels  the  oxygen  of  the  air  chemically  com- 
bines with  certain  ingredients  of  the  fuels  used  and 
large  quantities  of  heat  are  given  out.  These  quan- 
tities of  heat  in  turn  are  corralled,  as  far  as  possible, 
by  the  mechanical  devices  which  go  to  make  up  the 
boiler  and  are  used  to  heat  water,  evaporating  the 
same  into  steam,  which,  in  turn,  is  used  to  perform 
useful  work  in  the  industries. 

Among  the  so-called  solid  fuels  may  be  mentioned 
wood,  peat,  bituminous  and  anthracite  coal,  charcoal, 
coke,  and  oftentimes  .various  Avaste  products,  such  as 
sawdust,  bagasse,  straw,  and  spent  tan.  The  liquid 
fuels  comprise  crude  petroleum  and  various  tarr}^  re- 
sidues, while  the  gaseous  fuels  are  composed  of  nat- 
ural gas,  producer,  blast-furnace,  water,  and  illumi- 
S3,i42,oo»  nating  gas.  The  essential  constituents  in  all  fuels  are 
carbon  and  hydrogen ;  the  accessory,  oxygen,  nitrogen, 
and  ash ;  and  the  bad  qualities,  water,  sulphur,  and 
phosphorus. 

In  order  to  fix  our  ideas  relative  to  the  good  and 
bad  qualities  to  be  sought  after  in  fuels,  we  shall 
now  devote  considerable  attention  to  the  discussion 
of  crude  petroleum,  which,  above  all  others,  due  to 
its  practically  unlimited  supply,  is  the  most  useful 
fuel  on  the  Pacific  Coast. 

Attention  was  first  drawn  to  the  presence  of  pe- 
troleum in  California  by  the  discovery  of  numerous 
oil  seepages,  in  Los  Angeles,  Ventura,  Santa  Barbara, 
and  adjacent  counties.  The  recorded  production  in 
1875  was  but  3000  barrels,  while,  in  the  vear  1910.  the 
total  reached  the  enormous  figure  of  77,000,000.000 
barrels.  Fig.  9  shows  graphically  the  growth  of  this 
g-reat  industry  in  California.  The  United  States 
Geological  Survey,  in  1908,  reported  8450  square  miles 
of  possible  oil  territory  in  the  United  States,  giving 
California  850  square  miles,  or  about  one-tenth  of  the 
total  area,  but  they  give  her  credit  for  one-half  of  the 
probable  minimum  oil  production  of  the  United  States, 
or  one-third  of  the  probable  maximum  production  as 
follows : 


10,  w? 

57U,  124 

S10,-173.0tiO 

$380,  (XV) 
S2,963,0OJ 
$1,847,000 


8,22'D 
Siy2,W>J 

97,577 

12,7«fi 

51,055,01,0 


2,  list, 7*1-5 
51,119, OUJ 

1&S,187 

§1,828,000 

8226,000 


S1,0C6.0W) 
8225.01)0 
?122,0(XJ 
3595,000 

SI.  187,000 

(') 
81.842,000 

(') 

(=) 
SI,  130,000 

(') 
S15.3SJ,000 
52,001.000 


Minimum 

ralifnvnia  oil  flplris    n  nnn.onn  non 

All  other  TJ.  S.  fields 5.000,000.000 


Mpyimnm 
5J.son.oon  non 

16.000,000,000 


Tot=il    10,000,000.000  24, .500. 000. 000 

A.  F.  L.  Bell,  in  a  paper  before  the  San  Fran- 
cisco section  of  the  A.  S.  M.  E'.,  has  estimated  that, 
taking  the  present  production  of  75,000,000,  barrels  as 


*A  repume.  rle^'oid  of  hiprber  mat.liematics.  covering  the  essen- 
tials of  a  series  of  lectures  now  being  given  by  the  editor  of 
this  .lournal  before  the  Senior  Mechanical  Engineering  students 
at   the   University  of  California. 
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the  inaxitmnii  consumption,  wc  lia\-e  aliead  SZyi  years' 
supply  ill  pn,i\en  territory,  and  for  proven  and  pros- 
pective territory,  aliout  230  _years'  supply. 

Crude  petroleum  consists  principally  of  various 
combinations  of  hydrogen  and  carbon,  together  with 
comparatively  small  amounts  of  nitrogen,  oxygen, 
and    sulphur.      Taking   hydrogen    and    carbon    as    the 
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Fig.   9.     Growth  of  California  Oil  Industry. 

principal  constituents,  it  is  found  that  those  oils  which 
are  rich  in  the  former  element  are  of  light  specific 
gravity  as  compared  with  those  rich  in  carbon.  The 
range  in  specific  gravity  of  California  oils  may  be 
taken  as  from  unity  to  0.84,  or  from  10  to  36  of  the 
Baume  scale.  The  majority  of  the  fuel  oils  will  range 
from  unity  to  0.9  or  from  10  to  23  Baume. 

Professor  Joseph  Le  Conte  of  the  University  of 
California,  by  plotting  a  large  number  of  calorific 
values  of  oils  as  shown  in  Fig.  10,  derived  an  ap- 
proximate relationship  between  heating  value  and 
specific  gravity  of  oils,  which  can  be  found  from  the 
curve  shown  in  the  figure. 

The  Baume  scale  bears  the  following  relation- 
ship with  specific  gravity : 

140  140 

Sp.  Gr.  = or  B  = 130 

130  +  B  Sp.  gr. 

From  the  curve  thus  plotted  Mr.  Le  Conte  has 
deduced  the  following  empiracal  law  for  heating  value 
of  California  crude  petroleum  : 

B.t.u.  per  lb.  of  oil  =  17680  -f  60  B 
where  B  is  the  reading  on  the  Baume  scale.    . 

In  order  that  petroleum  may  be  burned  with  com- 
plete combustion,  it  is  necessary  that  it  be  either 
gasified  or  injected  in  the  form  of  spray  into  the  fur- 
nace in  which  it  is  burned.  Some  forms  of  pan  burn- 
ers have  been  devised  for  use  in  hot  air  furnaces, 
where  oil  drips  into  the  pan  and  burns  from  the  sur- 
face, but  they  are  of  no  importance  in  power  or  in- 
dustrial work.  A.  M.  Hunt,  in  a  paper  on  the  ato- 
mization  of  oil  fuel  read  before  the  San  Francisco  Sec- 
tion of  the  A.  S.  M.  E.,  has  gone  into  this  subject  thor- 
oughly, and  his  ideas  are  largely  followed  in  the  de- 
scription of  this  process.  In  the  first  place,  the  gen- 
eral practice  is  to  deliver  the  oil  to  the  burner  under 
pressure,  and  inject  or  pulverize  it,  using  steam  or 


air  as  the  pulverizing  medium.  The  oil  so  injecteil 
into  llie  furnace  should  be  enlireh-  gasified  or  l:)urnc(l, 
while  it  is  in  suspension  in  the  air;  otherwise,  if  parti- 
cles of  uiiconsumed  oil  fall  to  the  bottom  of  the  fur- 
nace, coke  will  be  formed,  which  gradually  accumu- 
lates and  builds  up.  Hence,  if  the  furnace  is  short, 
the  oil  particles  will  have  relatively  short  time  period 
within  which  the_y  must  be  consumed,  and  must,  there- 
fore, be  smaller. 

Hundreds  of  burners  have  been  invented,  and 
great  claims  have  been  made  by  each  inventor  as  to 
the  possible  saving  to  be  effected  with  his  particular 
form.  The  burner,  however,  is  really  an  item  of  minor 
importance  in  all  oil  burning  installation,  as  com- 
pared with  furnace  construction,  proper  air  admission, 
and  other  points. 

Regarding  the  amount  of  steam  necessary  for 
atomization,  various  tests  range  from  0.2  to  0.6  lb.  of 
steam  per  lb.  of  oil  consumed,  C.  R.  Weymouth,  of 
Chas.  C.  Moore  &  Co.,  who  has  had  wide  experience 
-in  oil  burning,  states  that  0.3  lb.  per  lb.  of  oil  con- 
sumed is  a  reasonable  figure  to  allow. 

bourne. 
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Fig.  10.     Le  Conte's  Calorific  Curve  for  Oil.s. 

An  excellent  type  of  furnace  used  in  oil  burning 
is  the  so-called  Peabody  furnace.  In  this  furnace  the 
bridge  wall  is  set  back  from  the  boiler  front  to  give 
depth  of  from  eight  to  ten  feet,  depending  on  the  size 
of  the  boilers.  The  burner  is  of  the  back-shot  type, 
inserted  from  the  boiler  front,  under  the  floor  of  the 
furnace,  turning  up  at  the  bridge  wall.  It  shoots  the 
flame  forward  toward  the  front  of  the  boiler,  so  that 
this  wall  should  have  an  extra  course  of  fire-brick  set 
in  place  without  fire  clay.  At  its  front  end,  except  in 
special  boilers,  the  furnace  should  have  a  height  of 
not  less  than  six  feet,  and  for  large  size  boilers  the 
height  should  be  from  seven  to  eight  feet,  depending 
on  the  character  of  the  feed  water  and  the  desired 
overload. 

Calorific  Value  of  Fuels. 

In  our  last  lecture  attention  was  called  to  the 
three  methods  used  in  engineering  practice  to  deter- 
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mine  the  heating  value  of  fuels,  one  of  which  methods  heat   value   of  individual   units   of   carbon,  hydrogen, 

was  that  arrived  at  by  chemical  analysis.  and  sulphur,  as  stated  above,  Dulong,  years  ago,  gave 

Before  going  into  the  subject  matter  at  hand,  it  forth  a  formula  by  which  the  calorific  value  of  fuel 

will   first  be  necessary   to  get   a   clear   conception   of  can   easily  be  computed.     As  the  oxygen  in  the  fuel 

what  in  reality  is  taking  place  when  we   say  a  fuel  is  undoubtedly  united   with  its  combining  weight  of 

"burns."     In  chemistry  we  learn  that  all  matter  com-  hydrogen,    it    is    first    necessary    to    obtain    the    net 

posing  our  physical  world  is  made  up  of  about  eigthy  amount   of  hydrogen   available    for   combustion   with 

substances  called  "elements."  the  oxygen  to  be  admitted  to  the  furnace  from  with- 

These  elements  under  certain  conditions  group  o"t.  Since  1  unit  weight  of  hydrogen  combines  with 
themselves  into  the  thousands  of  substances  known  §  ""'^s  of  oxygen,  the  net  amount  of  hydrogen  use- 
in  our  everyday  experience.  At  times  they  are  grouped  ^^^  ^^"^  combustion  is  computed  by  subtracting  from 
together  simply  as  a  physical  mixture,  but  at  others  ^he  quantity  of  hydrogen  shown  by  analysis,  an 
by  absorbing  or  giving  out  heat,  they  form  new  com-  =^^0"^^  of  hydrogen  equal  to  %  the  amount  of  the 
pounds  entirely  unrecognizable  in  any  of  the  original  oxygen   m   the   analysis.      Hence   the   net   amount   of 

elements.     This   change  is  .  to   be   distinguished   from  hydrogen  available  is  H  -  ^.  With  a  few  modern  mod- 

the   change   in   physical   state   when   a   body   absorbs  o 

heat  in  passing  from  the  solid  to  liquid  or  liquid  to  ifications,  the  American  Society  of  Mechanical  En- 
gaseous  state,  and  is  called  a  chemical  reaction,  gineers  has  adopted  Dulong's  formula  for  boiler  tests. 
Thus,  when  one  of  these  elemental  substances  known  Since  one  pound  of  pure  carbon  will,  when  fully  com- 
as carbon  is  heated  and  another  elemental  sub-  bined  with  oxygen,  to  form  carbon  dioxide,  emit  14,- 
stance  known  as  oxygen  brought  in  contact,  carbon  600  B.t.u.,  and  one  pound  of  hydrogen  will,  when 
dioxide  is  formed,  and  for  every  pound  of  carbon  fully  combined  with  oxygen  to  form  water,  emit  62,000 
disappearing  in  the  form  of  carbon  dioxide  an  enor-  B.t.u.,  and  one  pound  of  sulphur  will,  when  fully 
mous  amount  of  heat  energy  is  given  out  amounting  combined  with  oxygen  to  form  sulphur  dioxide,  emit 
to  14,600  B.t.u.  If,  however,  the  air  is  stifled  some-  4000  B.t.u.,  the  truth  of  the  formula  is  apparent,  and 
what  and  a  smaller  quantity  of  oxygen  consequently  is  as  follows : 
allowed  to  come  in  contact  with  the  carbon,  an  en-  ,,    ,.          ,       ..    ,       ,,^,      ,,or.r,r^,  „„„«„,  x^      o^  ,   ,  „„„  „ 

'  Heating- value  of  fuel  per  Ib.^  14,600  C  4- 62,000(  H—  -==^)4- 4,000  S 

tirely  different  compound  known  as  carbon  monox-  s 
ide  is  formed,  and  only  4,450  B.t.u.  per  pound  of  coal  where  C,  H,  O,  and  S  are  the  proportions  by  weight 
is  given  out  as  heat.  If  we  can  coop  up  this  gas,  we  of  carbon,  hydrogen,  oxygen,  and  sulphur  found  to 
can  burn  it  again  by  bringing  it  again  in  contact  with  be  in  the  fuel  by  chemical  analysis, 
oxygen  and  produce  the  remaining  amount  of  heat  Now  it  is  evident  that  in  a  boiler  all  of  this  heat 
per  pound  of  original  carbon  or  10,150  B.t.u.  Hence  per  pound  of  coal  or  fuel  cannot  be  put  to  a  use- 
in  a  furnace  the  all  important  point  is  to  admit  suf-  ful  purpose,  because  the  nitrogen  of  the  air  which 
ficient  air  to  thoroughly  consume  the  carbon  in  form  has  been  admitted  to  the  furnace  has  not  been  con- 
of  the  former  compound;  otherwise  the  majority  of  sumed.  In  fact  energy  must  actually  be  wasted  upon 
heat  is  wasted.  In  making  illuminating  gas,  on  the  it,  for  it  must  be  heated  to  the  temperature  of  the 
other  hand,  the  carbon  monoxide  is  cooped  up  in  escaping  gases.  The  water  or  moisture  in  the  fuel, 
gas  mains  and  used  for  useful  purposes  in  domestic  as  well  as  the  water  formed  by  the  oxygen  in  the 
life  and  in  the  industries.  fuel,  must  be  evaporated  and  the  steam  superheated 

In  common  fuels  three  elemental  substances  are  to  the   temperature  of  the  departing  chimney  gases, 

found  which  uniting  with  oxygen  of  the  air  give  out  Many  other  wastes  of  heat  occur,  but  these  we  can 

heat.     In  addition  to  the  carbon  just  mentioned,  hy-  compute  with  a  reasonable  degree  of  accuracy  by  the 

drogen    forms   water   with   oxygen   and   liberates   62,-  formula 

000  B.t.u.  per  lb.  of  hydrogen  so  consumed.     Sulphur  B.t.u.  iost=  (9  h -]- W)   [  212.9  — t  +  965.8  +  o.4s   (t„  — 2i2)]-|- 

similarly    forms    sulphur    dioxide    and    liberates    4000  O-^^s  (  t,,  - 1 )  n.  +  .21  ( t,  - 1 )  co, 

B.t.u.  per  lb.  of  sulphur.  As  sulphur  forms  but  a  "^  which  H,  W,  N  and  CO^^  are  the  proportional  con- 
small  percentage  in  common  fuels  and  as  it  has  a  ^^"^  °f  hydrogen,  water,  nitrogen  and  carbon  dioxide 
tendency  to  corrode  the  tubes  of  boilers,  its  presence  te  the  temperature  of  the  chimney  gases,  and  t  the 
is  usually  considered  a  detriment  rather  than  a  benefit,  temperature  of  the  air  admitted  to  the  furnace. 

In  the  study  of  combustion,  we  find  certain  inert  It  will  be  interesting,  and  at  the  same  time  ex- 
gases  and  compounds  which  it  is  necessary  to  con-  ceedingly  instructive,  if  we  apply  the  two  above  writ- 
sider.  For  instance,  the  air  is  composed  of  1  part  ten  formulas  to  both  coal  and  oil  fuels.  Let  us  take 
by  weight  of  oxygen  and  4  parts  of  nitrogen,  another  as  an  example  tests  of  coal  and  oil  as  given  by  C.  E. 
elemental  substance.  This  nitrogen  performs  no  use-  Wieland  before  the  San  Francisco  Section  of  the  A.  S. 
ful  purpose,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  must  be  heated  ^f-  E-  in  December,  1910,  and  printed  in  the  Journal 
to  the  temperature  of  the  fiue  or  chimney  gases,  and,  of  March  18,  1911. 

as  a  consequence,  is  an  actual  detriment  by  its  pres-  proximate  analysis. 

ence.     In  the  same  manner  there  is  an  enormous  loss  .„      ^             ^«''" 

ri.i.             -J           ..irirr^,                      ,              ,  Pocahontas   Crude  Oil 

Of  heat  due  to  moisture  m  the  fuels.    The  water  formed  Coai    14.5  Gravity 

by  the   hydrogen   and  oxygen   which   must   be   evap-  ^.j^^^  Carbon                                     ^^73^30*    ^""^  ""^"^ 

orated   and   then   superheated   to   the   temperature   of  volatile  matter'.'!.']!!]!!]!!!!]!!!!!    i7!6i 

the  escaping  chimney  gases.  Moisture 49  .15 

Having   determined   by    many    careful    tests    the  "10000    


September  16,  1911.] 
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ULTIMATE    ANALYSIS. 

Carbon    S2.2G  S7.64 

Hydrogen     3.8S  10.48 

Sulphur     49  1.02 

Oxygen    4.12  .OS 

Nitrogen     .64  .78 

Ash    S.60  none 


100.00        100.00 

Substituting  in  Dulong's  formula,  we  have  for  the  calorific 

value  of  the  coal  per  lb.; 

.0412 
14,600  X  -8226  +  62,000   (.0388  —  •  )     +  4000  X  -0049  =  14,112.8 

Calorimeter  Test  =:  14,067. 

Calorific  value  of  the  oil  per  lb.: 

.0008 

14,600  X  -8764  +  62,000    (.1048 )    +  4000  X  •0102  =  19,327,6 

■    8 

Other  methods  of  computing  the  calorific  value  of 
fuels  have  been  put  forth  by  various  engineers.  All  of 
them  have  more  or  less  merit  and  for  particular  cases 
prove  not  only  short-cuts  but  exceedingly  accurate. 
Dulong's  formula,  in  the  main,  nevertheless,  is  to  be 
desired  above  all  others. 


Beginning  with  the  next  issue,  due  to  consider- 
able interest  on  the  part  of  the  readers  of  the  Jour- 
nal, the  Thermotwisters  will  appear  solved.  Four 
weeks  will  be  allowed  to  elapse,  however,  for  each 
series  of  solved  problems.  In  a  word,  the  problems 
appearing  solved  in  next  week's  issue,  will  be  those 
issued  in  conjunction  with  the  first  lecture,  and  there 
will  appear  in  each  following  issue,  completely  solved, 
the  Thermotwisters  published  four  weeks  earlier. 

THERMOTWISTERS. 

1.  California  oil  has  a  specific  gravity  of  0.92  and  it  is 
found  to  contain  5%  moisture.  Apply  Le  Conte's  formula  and 
compute  the  calorific  value  per  pound  of  oil. 

2.  A  sample  of  Pocahontas  coal  is  found  by  chemical 
analysis   to   contain    the   following   ingredients: 

Carbon 84.87 

Hydrogen    4.20 

Oxygen    2.84 

Nitrogen    0.85 

Sulphur    0.59 

Ash   5.89 

Moisture    0.76 


100.00% 
Compute  by  Dulong's  formula  the  calorific  value  of  the  coal 
per  pound  of  fuel. 

SAN  FRANCISCO  MEETING  AND  JAPAN  EX- 
CURSION OF  MINING  ENGINEERS. 

A  cordial  invitation  is  extended  to  all  members  of 
the  American  Institute  of  Electrical  Engineers  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  101st  meeting  of  the  American  Institute 
of  Mining  Engineers,  which  will  be  held  in  San  Fran- 
cisco beginning  Thursday,  October  10,  1911.  It  is 
proposed  to  secure  for  the  party  making  the  trip  West 
a  special  train  de  luxe,  which  will  leave  Chicago  on 
Saturday,  September  30,  1911,  at  8  p.m.  A  day  or  two 
each  will  be  spent  at  the  Grand  Canyon  of  the  Colorado 
in  Arizona,  Los  Angeles,  Santa  Barbara  and  Del 
Monte.  The  party  will  reach  San  Francisco  on  Tues- 
day morning,  October  10.  In  addition  to  the  usual 
sessions  for  the  reading  and  discussion  of  technical 
papers,  the  local  committee  in  San  Francisco  contem- 
plates a  number  of  excursions  in  and  about  the  city, 
including  the  oil  fields,  gold  dredges,  Mt.  Tamalpais, 
Lick  Observatory,  University  of  California  and  Stan- 
ford University. 

A  similar  invitation  is  extended  to  Institute  mem- 
bers to  participate  in  a  special  excursion  to  Japan. 
Accommodations  have  been  secured  on  the  steamships 


Manchuria  and  Siberia.  The  party  will  leave  San 
Francisco  on  October  17,  arriving  in  Yokohama  on 
November  3.  It  is  planned  to  spend  18  days  in  Japan, 
leaving  Yokohama  on  November  21,  arriving  in  San 
Francisco  on  December  7,  Chicago  on  December  11, 
1911.  The  excursion  in  Japan  will  include  trips  to  the 
Tokio,  Nikko  and  Chuzenji  district,  Kiota,  Nara, 
Osaka,  Kobe,  Ikuno,  silver  mine.  Imperial  Steel 
Works,  etc. 

The  complete  itinerary  giving  full  details  including 
rates  may  be  obtained  on  application  to  Dr.  Joseph 
Struthers,  secretary  American  Institute  of  Mining 
Engineers,  29  West  Thirty-ninth  street,  New  York 
City.  Members  desiring  to  participate  in  either  of 
these  trips  should  communicate  with  Dr.  Struthers  at 
once. 


ILLUMINATING  ENGINEERING  SOCIETY. 

The  fifth  annual  convention  of  the  Illuminating 
Engineering  Society  will  be  held  in  Chicago,  Sept. 
25th  to  28th  inclusive.  A  most  helpful  and  attractive 
series  of  papers  is  in  course  of  preparation  for  this 
gathering  and  unusual  interest  is  being  shown  for  the 
coming  event.  The  program  is  as  follows : 
Presidential  Address,   "Tlie  Relations  of  Physico-Physio- 

logical  Research   to  Illuminating  Engineering" 

Dr.  A.  E.  Kennelly 

Report  of  Committee  on  Nomenclature  and  Standards. . . . 

A.   J.   Humphries,   Chairman 

Report  of  Committee  on  Progress.  .Dr.  Louis  Bell,  Chairman 
The    Manufacture   of   Glass   from   the   Viewpoint   of   the 

Illuminating   Engineer E.   H.   Bostock 

Symposium  on  Illuminating  Glassware. ..  .Bassett  Jones,  Jr., 

A.  J.  Marshall,  L.  W.  Young,  C.  M.  McCormick 

An  Analysis   of   the   Requirements    of   Modern   Reflector 

Design    F.   L.   Godinez 

Recent  Small  Gas  Lighting  Units P.  H.  Gilpin 

The   Production   of   Natural   Gas    from   the   Illuminating 

Engineer's  Standpoint  G.  S.  Barrows 

Recent  Developments  in  the  Manufacture  of  Incandescent 

Lamps J.  E.  Randall 

Flames  Carrying  Electric  Current C.  F.  Lorenz 

The  New  Quartz  Tube  Mercury  Arc  Lamp ....  Geo.  C.  Keech 
The    Law    of    Conservation    as    Applied    to    Illuminating 

Calculations    Dr.   A.    S.    McAllister 

The  Photometry  of  Lighting  Units  of  High  Intensity.... 

Geo.  H.  Stickney  and  S.  L.  E.  Rose 

Photometry  at  Low  Intensities Dr.  Louis  Bell 

Evaluation  of  Lamp  Life P.  S.  Millar  and  L.  J.  Lewinson 

Distribution  of  Luminosity  in  Nature Dr.  H.  B.  Ives 

Light     Distribution — Its     Influence     Upon     Illuminating 

Efficiency  and  Visual  Acuity  A.  J.  Sweet 

Resume  of  Legislative  Enactments  on  Illumination 

E.    L.   Elliott 

Selling  Illumination   P.  B.  Rae 

(Title  to  be  announced  later)   I.  R.  Cravath 


A  TRANSPORTATION  RECORD  IN  CULEBRA 

CUT. 

On  August  14,  nine  3S-car  small  dump  trains,  and 
twelve  27-car  large  dump  trains  were  handled  to 
Gatun ;  fifty-one  21-car  Lidgerwood  trains  were 
handled  to  Chagres  district  dumps,  making  a  total  of 
72  trains,  1,710  cars,  and  57,357  cubic  yards  handled 
out  of  the  north  end  of  the  Culebra  Cut  on  that  date, 
which  is  the  largest  number  of  trains  ever  handled  in 
one  day  out  of  that  end  of  the  cut. 
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ATTRACTIVE 
ADVERTISING. 

The  Southern  Cali- 
fornia Edison  Company 
has  been  putting  out 
some  attractive  adver- 
tising in  Los  /Vngeles  of 
late.  The  accompany- 
ing cut  illustrates  a 
unique  campaign  now 
Ijeing  waged  by  the 
company  in  its  efforts 
to  incraese  power  con- 
sumption even  in  as 
small  units  as  the  eight 
:andle-power  lamp.  The 
sacred  shrine  of  the 
poet  has  evidently  been 
invaded  and  its  inmate 
made  to  pen  his  lines 
to  assist  in  this  remark- 
ably     energetic      campaign   as   set  forth  below 

THE     PORCH-LIGHT. 

By  Lmvi'ence  Greenkill 

The  light-house  marks  the  hidden  rock, 

Beneath  the  frotliy  foam; 

The  porch-light   sheds   its  rays  around, 

And   guards  the  peaceful  home. 

Within  the   circle   of  its  light, 

No   sneak-thief  dares  invade, 

Because   his   well   illumined   form, 

A  target  bold  is  made. 

His  guilty  conscience  paints  a  fate, 

That's  ghastly,  swift  and  grim — 

He  thinks  some  fellow  in  the  house. 

Will  draw  a  bead  on  him. 

And  so  he  passes  up  the  spoils. 

And  skulks  away  in  dread, 

Lest  some  one  in  that  lighted  house, 

Shall  pump   him   full   of  lead. 

Thus  prowlers  shun  the   lighted  house, 

And  never  dare   go  nigh. 

Where  on  the  porch  the  lantern   glows, 

An   ever  watchful  eye. 


A  WATCHMAN  FOR  SIXTY  CENTS  A  MONTH 


Do  you  know  that  at  the  present  rates  for  electricity  you  can  burn  an  eight 
candle-power  porch  llgh,t  ten'  hours  a  night  for  a  month  for  sixty  cents  7 
Telephone  us  for  an  eight  candle-power  lamp  and  protect  your  home  against 
night  prowlers,  burglars  and  porch  climbers. 


In  encouraging  the  use  of  the  electric  sign  for 
advertising,  the  great  power  companies  of  the  West 
are  not  only  promoting  a  very  lucrative  field  of  power 
consumption,  thus  benefiting  from  it  in  a  selfish  way, 
but  at  the  Same  time  the  beneficial  results  to  the  adver- 
tiser are  almost  incalculable.  It  is  interesting  to  note 
the  progress  in  the  art  of  electric  sign  advertising,  and 
from  time  to  time  in  the  pages  of  the  Journal  will 
appear  some  illustrations  of  the  artistic  taste  used  in 
up-to-date  advertising.  The  progress  in  the  art  from 
crude  signs  to  those  of  real  artistic  design  is  indeed 
very  striking,  and  it  behooves  the  power  plant  man- 
ager alert  for  new  business  to  study  the  effects  pro- 
duced upon  the  general  public  in  proportion  to  the 
time  and  thought  given  to  it. 

Formerly,  due  to  the  novelty  of  electric  lighting 
effects,  any  contrivance  that  gave  forth  light  could  be 
used  for  effective  advertising.  The  general  public 
have,  however,  been  educated  up  to  the  aesthetic  side 
of  things  electrical  during  recent  years.  Hence,  real 
merit  displayed  in  developing  this  side  of  night  signs 
is  proving  that  it  has  no  mean  excuse  for  existence, 
but,  on  thw  other  hand,  progress  demands  its  use. 
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WATER-POWER  DEVELOPMENT  IN  AUS- 
TRIA-HUNGARY. 

BY  JOSEPH  I.   BRITTAIN. 

At  present  there  is  considerable  interest  being 
manifested  in  the  further  development  of  water  power 
in  Austria-Hungary. 

In  Hungary  and  Croatia  there  are  two  large  proj- 
ects under  consideration  concerning  the  final  devel- 
opment of  waterpower.  One  of  these  projects  was 
outlined  by  the  firm  of  Albert  Buss  &  Co.,  of  Basel, 
Switzerland,  and  is  now  under  consideration  by  the 
Hungarian  Ministry  of  Agriculture.  According  to 
this  project,  it  is  contemplated  to  utilize  the  water- 
power  of  the  Danube  on  the  Pressburg-Raab  section. 

The  plan  comprises  the  construction  of  a  canal 
which  will  equally  serve  the  interests  of  navigation 
and  irrigation.  In  the  cities  of  Pressburg,  Wiesel- 
burg,  and  Raab  are  to  be  built  three  reservoir  em- 
bankments, by  which  it  will  be  possible  to  produce 
an  electric  energy  exceeding  40,000  horsepower,  which 
will  be  partly  used  for  lighting  those  cities.  Aside 
from  this,  the  industrial  establishments  in  the  neigh- 
borhood can  be  supplied  with  electric  power.  The 
cost  of  these  plants  is  estimated  at  $8,120,000. 

A  second  project,  for  the  accomplishment  of 
which  French  capitalists  are  interested,  concerns  the 
final  development  of  the  existing  waterpower  in  the 
town  of  Zengg  in  Croatia.  After  completing  the  build- 
ing of  all  locks  the  power  obtained  will  be  60,000  to 
80,000  horsepower.  This  power  is  to  be  furnished 
to  the  city  of  Fiume  and  to  the  whole  Croatian  and 
Austrian  seacoast  in  that  neighborhood. 

It  is  further  proposed  by  the  management  of  the 
Hungarian  Government  Railways  that  power  be  fur- 
nished them  to  obtain  electric  current  for  operating 
the  railways  from  Fiume  to  Croatia  by  electricity. 
The  cost  of  building  and  completing  this  plant  is 
estimated  at  $14,210,000  to  $16,240,000.  This  proj- 
ect has  so  far  progressed  that  exhausive  negotiations 
are  already  being  made  with  those  parties  who  might 
likely  use  electric  power. 


September  16,  1911.] 


JOURNAL    OF    ELECTRICITY,    POWER    AND    GAS 


253 


AMERICAN   RAILWAY    STATISTICS. 

Statistics  pnblished  in  the  1911  edition  of  the  Mc- 
Graw  Electric  Railway  Manual,  which  has  just  been 
published,  show  the  miles  of  track,  cars  operated  and 
capitalization  of  electric  railways  of  the  country  in 
1910.  Statistics  are  also  included,  giving  the  principal 
returns  of  the  companies  which  make  public  the  de- 
tails of  their  financial  results  of  operation. 

According  to  the  total  returns  for  1,279  companies, 
the  aggregate  number  of  miles  of  track  operated  in 
1910  was  40,088.  These  companies  operated  89,601 
cars  and  had  $2,380,011,921  capital  stock  outstanding, 
and  $2,302,094,296  funded  debt  outstanding.  The  total 
capitalization  outstanding  was  $4,682,106,217.  In  pre- 
vious years,  comparison  of  the  returns  made  to  this 
work  of  reference  have  been  given  within  a  few  weeks 
after  publication  of  the  volume  in  the  Electric  Railway 
Journal,  in  connection  with  which  the  McGraw  Elec- 
tric Railway  Manual  is  published.  The  returns  this 
year,  however,  are  published  in  the  Manual  together 
with  a  comparison  with  the  returns  compiled  in  pre-  , 
vious  years.  The  comparison  shows  a  small  increase 
in  the  operating  companies,  the  number  of  which  was 
1,253  in  1909.  The  total  miles  of  track  reported  in 
1909  was  40,490,  and  the  decrease  that  is  shown  is  due 
to  the  differences  in  the  classification  of  the  figures 
for  the  two  years.  The  elimination  of  duplications  in 
the  reports  of  underlying  and  controlling  corporations, 
makes  an  apparent  decrease  in  the  miles  of  track  as 
well  as  in  the  total  number  of  cars  operated.  The 
aggregate  number  of  cars  operated  in  1909  was  91,953, 
according  to  the  returns  compiled  for  that  year.  A 
similar  reduction  is  shown  in  capital  stock  outstanding 
which  amounted  to  $2,427,935,397  in  1909.  The  appar- 
ent decrease  is  due  to  the  elimination,  so  far  as  could 
be  determined,  of  intercorporate  holdings  of  securities. 
The  amount  of  funded  debt  outstanding,  on  the  other 
hand,  showed  an  increase  in  1910  as  compared  with 
1909  of  $77,294,060.  The  net  change  in  total  capitali- 
zation outstanding  in  1910  as  compared  with  1909, 
owing  to  the  increase  in  funded  debt,  is  a  gain  of 
$29,270,584.  The  returns  published  in  the  Electric 
Railway  Journal  in  previous  years  have  not  included 
a  compilation  of  authorized  capital  stock  and  funded 
debt,  but  the  totals  for  these  items  have  been  compiled 
for  this  year.  They  show  that  the  total  authorized 
'amount  of  stock  of  electric  railway  companies  in  the 
United  States  in  1910  was  $3,135,443,005.  The  amount 
of  authorized  funded  debt  at  the  same  time  was  $4,- 
047,275,207,  making  a  total  authorized  capitalization 
of  $7,182,718,212.  In  the  tables,  returns  are  divided 
by  the  states,  and  by  groups  of  states,  following  the 
practice  of  the  corresponding  compilation  in  previous 
years. 

The  actual  number  of  companies  for  which  the 
principal  results  of  operation  are  reported,  is  much 
smaller  than  that  for  which  the  other  returns  are  given. 
This  is  due  in  part  to  the  fact  that  the  total  number  of 
companies  which  report  capitalization,  track  and  cars 
embraces  many  underlying  companies  whose  earnings 
and  expenses  are  included  in  the  returns  of  a  larger 
operating  company.  The  discrepancy  is  also  due  to 
the  fact  that  some  of  the  companies  do  not  make  public 
details  of  the  result  of  their  operation.  The  gross 
revenue  for  620  companies  as  given,  amounted  in  1910 
to  $478,873,671.    The  gross  earnings,  as  Stated,  include 


the  returns  of  some  companies  which  did  not  report 
their  operating  expenses  and  net  revenue.  The  oper- 
ating expenses  of  companies  that  furnished  figures  for 
this  item  aggregated  $272,076,243.  The  net  revenue  as 
reported  was  $195,234,698. 

A  comparison  may  be  made  between  the  returns 
of  this  compilation  and  those  indicated  in  the  earnings 
of  street  and  electric  railway  companies  of  1907.  The 
census  report  is  made  up  without  publicity  of  the  re- 
turns of  individual  companies,  so  that  it  contains 
figures  which  are  not  available  for  publication  under 
ordinary  circumstances  in  connection  with  the  names 
of  the  companies  concerned.  There  are  differences  in 
the  basis  of  compilation  of  the  two  reports  which,  how- 
ever, do  not  destroy  the  interest  of  a  rough  compari- 
son. Where  the  total  number  of  companies  reporting 
in  the  McGraw  Electric  Railway  Manual  showed  gross 
earnings  of  $478,873,671,  the  census  report  as  of  1907 
showed  $429,744,254.  The  amount  of  authorized  capi- 
tal stock  increased,  according  to  the  returns,  25  per 
cent  in  the  period  of  three  years.  The  amount  of 
outstanding  capital  stock  increased  in  the  same  time 
13.5  per  cent.  The  increase  in  the  outstanding  funded 
debt  in  this  period  was  37.3  per  cent.  The  increase 
from  1907  to  1910  in  the  miles  of  track  of  electric  rail- 
ways operated  was  17.7  per  cent. 


JOINT  USE  OF  ELECTRIC  LINE  TO  BE  TRIED 
IN  NORTH. 

Following  the  introduction  recently  in  the  City 
Council  of  an  ordinance  providing  for  the  condemna- 
tion and  purchase  of  the  Seattle,  Renton  and  Southern 
Electric  Railroad  by  the  city  of.  Seattle,  President 
Crawford  of  the  road  has  submitted  a  proposition  to 
the  city  for  the  joint  use  of  the  line  by  the  city,  owner- 
ship to  remain  in  the  company.  The  city  has  voted  to 
issue  bonds  for  the  construction  of  a  municipal  street 
railway  from  Renton  to  Salmon  Bay,  and  it  is  pro- 
posed to  make  the  Renton  and  Southern  a  part  of  the 
city's  line. 

A  complete  recital  of  the  history  of  this  struggle 
between  the  city  of  Seattle  and  the  Seattle,  Renton  and 
Southern  Electric  Railroad  appeared  in  the  issue  of  the 
Journal  of  August  12.  The  outcome  is  of  peculiar 
interest  to  those  engaged  in  electric  transportation  on 
the  Coast,  as  it  marks  the  first  of  its  kind  in  the  West. 


CEMENT  AS  AN  IRON  PRESERVATIVE. 

Tests  are  to  be  made  by  the  Panama  Canal  Com- 
mission to  determine  t!ie  value  of  cement  mortar, 
applied  to  iron  plates  by  the  "cement  gun,"  as  a  pre- 
servative of  iron.  Twelve  plates,  63-8  by  14  inches, 
have  been  coated  with  a  1  to  3  mortar  of  cement  and 
sand,  after  they  were  cleaned  to  grey  metal  by  the  sand 
blast  process.  Six  of  these  have  been  covered  with  a 
^V2-inch  coating,  and  the  remaining  six  with  a  one-inch 
coat  on  one  side,  and  a  Ij^-inch  coat  on  the  other. 
Three  plates  of  each  kind  have  been  sent  to  Balboa, 
and  three  to  Cristobal,  wliere  they  will  be  kept  im- 
mersed in  salt  water  to  test  the  mortar  method  of 
preventing  corrosion.  Two  plates  of  each  kind  will  be 
taken  from  the  salt  water  bath  at  the  end  of  three 
months,  and  one-half  of  the  coating  will  be  removed 
to  determine  the  condition  of  the  metal.  The  duration 
of  the  test  for  the  balance  of  the  plates  will  be  deter- 
mined later. 
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Philosophers  tell  us  that  man  is  a  social  being  and 
cannot  live  b}'  himself  alone,  but  of  necessity  must 
depend  largely  upon  his  fellows  for 
Pacific  Coast  his     material     existence.        Great 

Conventiojis  physical  barriers  have  had  the  -ut- 

most influence  in  the  past  in  devel- 
oping a  tribe  or  nation.  The  Anglo-Saxon's  stalwart 
qualities  and  independence  of  thought  are  doubtless 
due  to  the  separation  of  the  British  Isles  from  the 
mainland  by  the  English  Channel.  Thus  was  forced 
upon  him  self-dependence  and  a  stronger  community 
interest  in  all  of  his  undertakings. 

In  our  own  country  the  great  range  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains  forever  stands  as  a  barrier  to  separate  the 
West  from  our  older  brothers  in  the  East.  The  im- 
mensity of  our  great  Western  Empire  has  imbued 
those  whose  homes  are  in  the  West  with  ideas  of 
comradeship  and  grasp  of  big  undertakings  in  keep- 
ing with  its  traditions.  Western  frankness,  open- 
heartedness,  hospitality,  and  optimistic,  boosting 
spirit  are  felt  and  recognized  the  world  over. 

Those  associated  in  a  common  industry  in  the 
West,  separated  as  they  are  by  thousands  of  miles 
from  sister  industries  of  the  East,  feel  a  peculiar 
inter-dependence  of  the  one  upon  the  other.  Here 
are  found  problems  to  contend  with  hitherto  unknown 
to  human  experience.  A  convention  or  getting  to- 
gether, then,  of  all  those  engaged  in  solving  the  pe- 
culiar problems,  met  with  in  the  West,  in  any  one 
industry,  is  of  the  greatest  importance. 

The  Pacific  Coast  Gas  Association,  which  con- 
venes in  annual  convention  in  Oakland  on  Sept.  19, 
20,  21,  is  now  almost  ready  to  graduate  from  its  teens, 
this  being  its  nineteenth  annual  gathering.  The  long 
list  of  helpful  meetings  held  in  the  past  assures  its 
permanent  success.  The  gas  industry  on  the  Coast 
is  peculiarly  distinct  and  unique.  The  annual  gath- 
erings with  their  list  of  helpful  papers  are  largely 
responsible  for  the  high  state  of  efficiency  maintained 
in  this  industry  in  the  West.  Aside  from  these  help- 
ful discussions,  the  very  getting  together  does  more 
to  foster  the  true  Western  spirit  than  any  other  factor 

The  other  two  Pacific  Coast  gatherings  of  the 
week — the  Northwest  Light  and  Power  Association, 
at  Spokane,  and  the  Pacific  Coast  Electrical  Jobbers, 
at  Portland — are  likewise  deeply  imbedded  in  the 
hearts  of  western  technical  men  and  with  intense  in- 
terest these  proceedings  will  be  watched  by  their 
brothers   who  are   unable  to  attend. 

The  West  is  just  entering  upon  a  period  of  un- 
precedented commercial  activity.  Some  are  prone  to 
believe  that  in  the  hurley-burley  of  the  commercial 
struggle  ahead,  much  of  the  old  comradeship  and 
whole-souled  fellowship  peculiar  to  our  Western  life 
may  be  forgotten.  The  social  side  of  these  Western 
conventions  which  has  been  so  prominent  in  the  past, 
lends  an  important  and  deeply  felt  aid  in  keeping  alive 
this  spirit  of  fellowship.  Let  everyone  interested  see 
to  it  that  it  shall  never  die. 
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Elsewhere  in  these  columns  will  be  found  a  de- 
tailed description  and  accurate  test  of  the  Thomas 
electric  gas  meter.  The  subject 
Electric  is  an  interesting  one,  tirst  because 

Gas  Meters  of  the  application  of  electrical  en- 

ergy in  the  measuring  of  gas  and 
again  it  is  interesting  in  that  by  supplying  a  small 
quantity  of  heat  to  a  gas  and  measuring  the  tem- 
perature difference  before  and  after  the  application, 
or,  what  is  practically  the  same  principle  by  main- 
taining a  constant  difference  of  temperature  and  meas- 
uring the  varying  supply  of  heat  necessary,  an  accu- 
rate meter  can  be  devised. 

From  elementary  Thermodynamics  we  learn  that 
the  weight  of  a  given  gas  multiplied  by  its  specific 
heat  and  again  multiplied  by  its  rise  in  temperature 
will  give  the  amount  of  heat  supplied.  Now  it  is  evi- 
dent that  if  we  can  supply  a  constant  amount  of  heat 
to  a  gas  and  that  if  we  can  measure  the  difference  in 
temperature  before  and  after  the  application,  the  quan- 
tity of  gas  is  at  once  inversely  proportional  to  this 
dift'erence  in  temperature.  This  was  the  first  prin- 
ciple employed  by  Professor  Thomas  in  his  experi- 
ments. The  inverse  proportion  is  not  readily  open  to 
continuous  readings,  however,  so  that  he  next  by 
means  of  supplying  an  electric  current  in  varying 
amounts  was  able  to  maintain  a  constant  difference 
of  temperature.  Consequently  the  amount  of  cur- 
rent supplied  under  these  conditions  is  definitely  pro- 
portional to  the  quantity  of  gas  passing  between  the 
two  points  where  the  difference  of  temperature  is 
maintained  constant.  Since  this  is  true,  the  read- 
ing of  an  ordinary  wattmeter  will,  when  once  cali- 
brated, read  thereafter  accurate  measurements  of  gas 
quantities.  From  the  series  of  tests  put  through  upon 
the  meter  as  detailed  in  the  article  referred  to,  the  com- 
parison of  this  meter  with  standard  quantitative 
measuring  devices  is  very  flattering  to  its  designers. 


As  the  awe-inspired  sight-seer,  for  the  first  time 

climbing  the  rocky-lining  of  the  great  Pacific,  observes 

~,        ,     r  .,  the   in-coming  tide,  thoughts  pre- 

Trend  of  the  ^  ^,  ,  ^         i,-  i,  5 

_,         .     ,  sent  themselves  which  come  at  no 

other    period    in    life's    experience. 
maustry  \^  whirl-pool  here  casting  into  ob- 

livion small  pieces  of  float,  struggling  to  keep  above 
.water,  an  eddy  there  taking  out  to  sea  what  has  re- 
cently been  carried  into  shore,  the  continual  swell- 
ing and  heightening  of  the  waters  and  their  dashing 
against  the  rocks,  and,  above  all,  the  loud-roaring 
din  and  turmoil  of  the  whole,  bring  before  his  im- 
agination more  forcefully  than  can  ever  be  pictured 
in  words  the  struggle  and  onward  progress  of  a  great 
industry. 

Elsewhere  in  these  columns  will  be  found  a  sum- 
mary of  statistics  just  compiled  by  the  Census  Bureau 
on  Electrical  Machinery  and  Apparatus.  A  careful 
reading  of  these  statistics  will  unfold  many  interest- 
ing facts  to  the  discerning  eye  of  the  student,  and  in 
these  figures  will  be  seen  largely  pictured,  the  results 
of  the  struggle  and  onward  progress  of  the  great 
electrical  industry  during  the  past  decade.  In  them 
we  can  see  how  certain  classes  of  design  have 
struggled  for  an  existence,  but  in  the  whirl-pool  of 


competition  with  improved  and  more  efficient  appa- 
ratus have  been  forever  cast  into  oblivion;  oilier 
forms  are  being  carried  in  llic  eddy  out  l(.)  sea,  while 
still  others,  strengthened  by  experience  gained  and 
by  the  constructive  imagination  of  their  inventors, 
are  coming  into  favor  with  the  incoming  tide,  sweep- 
ing everything  before  them. 

One  of  the  most  striking  features  is  the  steady 
increase  in  capacity  of  generating  units  and  the 
steady  decrease  in  capacity  of  operating  units.  Thus, 
it  is  shown  that  while  much  larger  and  more  power- 
ful generating  units  were  manufactured  in  1909  than 
for  the  prior  years,  although  the  average  value  of  ma- 
chines manufactured  was  greater,  the  machines  rep- 
resented a  lower  cost  for  corresponding  capacity.  The 
steady  trend  toward  increase  in  generating  units  is 
shown  by  the  fact  that  the  average  capacity  was  55 
kw.  in  1899,  66  kw.  in  1904,  and  increased  to  84  kw. 
in  1909.  On  the  other  hand,  indicative  of  the  enor- 
mous swelling  in  power  consumption  we  find  that 
motor  units  employed  increased  586  per  cent,  repre- 
senting an  increase  in  value  of  142  per  cent.  The  trend 
of  the  size  of  units  employed  in  the  motor  shows 
itself  in  contrast  to  that  of  the  generator,  in  that 
the  individual  units  are  growing  proportionately 
smaller,  being  14.5  h.p.  in  1899,  8.5  h.p.  in  1904,  and 
6.7  h.p.  in  1909.  Unquestionably  the  great  central- 
ization of  hydroelectric  units  in  the  far-off  mountains 
and  the  auxiliary  steam  plants  in  the  big  distribution 
centers  have  had  their  effect  by  increasing  the  aver- 
age capacity  of  generators,  and  with  this  have  also 
come  the  varied  uses  of  electrical  motors  in  the  in- 
dustries. The  past  ten  years  have  substantially  proved 
the  efficiency  of  individual  motors  in  factory  opera- 
tion, thus  reducing  the  capacity  per  motor,  though 
enormously  increasing  the  total  number  in  use. 

In  the  hitherto  unheard  of  increase  of  223  per 
cent  in  ten  years  for  transformers,  and  for  dynamotors, 
motor  generators,  rotary  conveters  and  the  like,  an 
increase  of  720  per  cent,  the  use  of  long  distance  trans- 
mission of  electrical  energy  with  the  consequent  pop- 
ularity of  alternating  current  indelibly  shows  itself. 

A  glance  at  the  summary  headed  Arc  and  Incan- 
descent Lamps  is  interesting  and  instructive.  In  a 
word  the  arc  lamp  industry  shows  itself  practically 
at  a  standstill,  while  its  younger  but  more  energetic 
brother,  the  incandescent  lamp,  shows  a  total  increase 
for  ten  years  of  nearly  350  per  cent,  having  increased 
from  a  total  of  $3,515,000  in  1899  to  the  enormous  total 
of  $15,715,000  in  1909. 

The  electrical  industry,  as  a  whole,  shows  an  in- 
crease of  from  $105,832,000  in  1899  to  $150,551,000 
in  1904,  and  $243,967,000  in  1909,  or  the  rate  of  in- 
crease from  1899  to  1904  was  51  per  cent,  while  from 
1904  to  1909  it  was  130  per  cent. 

Shades  of  Benjamin  Franklin  ! ! 

If  such  accelerated  increases  continue  during  tlie 
next  few  decades,  the  child  of  our  creation  will  be- 
come so  enormous  in  his  proportions,  we  may  defy  any 
one  to  foretell  the  far-reaching  hold  the  great  elec- 
trical industry  will  have  upon  the  future  of  mankind, 
and  the  inexpressible  service  it  will  render  in  the 
elevation  of  the  human  race  by  bearing  its  now  crush- 
ing burdens. 
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PERSONALS. 

S.  K.  Colby,  of  Piersoii,  Reeding  &  Co..  left  hist  Tues- 
day on  a  business  trip  to  New  York. 

P.  VV.  Gay,  a  ni  chanical  engineer,  with  .J.  G.  Wliite  & 
Co.,  left  for  New  York  during  the  past  week. 

H.  Tl.  NcacK,  manager  of  Pievson,  RoediLg  &  Co.,  has  re- 
turned   to  his  San  Francisco  office  from  Southern  California. 

Clarence  Follis,  formerly  of  the  Brooks-Follis  Company, 
and  now  a  New  York  broker,  is  visiting  relatives  at  San  Fran- 
cisco. 

M.  E.  Launbranch,  of  the  United  States  Electric  Com- 
pany, of  Chicago  and  New  York  ,is  a  recent  San  Francisco 
visitor. 

W.  B.  Matheson,  of  Phoenix,  Ariz.,  has  succeeded  Frank 
T.  Alkire  as  secretary  of  the  Overland  Telephone  &  Telegraph 
Company. 

E.  S.  Harris,  who  is  connected  with  the  Westinghouse 
Lamp  Company,  has  arrived  at  San  Francisco  from  East 
Pittsburg. 

A.  E.  Wishon,  manager  of  the  Bakersfield  district  of  the 
San  Joaquin  Light  &  Power  Corporation,  visited  San  Fran- 
cisco during  the  past  week. 

Frank  A.  Cressey,  Jr.,  who  is  connected  witn.  the  man- 
agement of  the  Modesto  Gas  &  Electric  Company,  has  arrived 
at   San   Francisco   from   Modesto. 

H.  A.  Lardner,  manager  of  J.  G.  White  &.  Co.'s  Pacific 
Coast  branch,  left  last  Monday  for  the  New  York  office,  and 
will  spend  three  weeks  in  the  East. 

H.  B.  Rutledge  has  purchased  the  controlling  interest  in 
the  Glencoe  Electric  Light  Company,  and  consequently  has 
permanently  located  at  Glencoe,  Minn. 

C.  E.  Groesbeck,  one  of  the  vice-presidents  of  H.  M. 
Eyllesby  &  Co.,  of  Chicago,  returned  during  the  past  week  to 
his  headquarters  at  Portland,  after  visiting  San  Francisco. 

Fred  L.  Webster,  Pacific  Coast  manager  for  the  Allls- 
Chalmers  Company,  has  just  returned  to  his  headquarters  at 
San  Francisco,  after  visiting  the  company's  Los  Angeles  office. 

S.  L.  Nicholson,  sales  manager  of  the  Westinghouse  Elec- 
tric &  Manufacturing  Company,  has  been  paying  a  visit  to 
W.  W.  Briggs,  assistant  sales  manager  of  that  corporation  at 
San  Francisco. 

Robert  Mather,  chairman  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the 
Westinghouse  Electric  &  Manufacturing  Company,  spent  a 
few  days  of  last  week  at  San  Francisco,  after  looking  over 
his  mining  properties  in  Trinity  County. 

H.  H.  Noble,  president  of  the  Northern  California  Power 
Company,  returned  to  San  Francisco  last  Tuesday  after  visit- 
ing the  new  Coleman  power  station,  which  is  to  be  placed 
in  commission  about  the  last  of  September. 

W.  D.  Ward,  of  the  Pelton  Water  Wheel  Company,  has 
just  returned  from  a  tour  of  Utah  and  Co'orado,  after  securing 
for  his  company  a  contract  for  a  1000  h.p.  water  wheel  for 
use  in  the  new  municipal  electric  light  and  power  plant  at 
Longmont,  Colo. 

A.  H.  Halloran,  managing  editor  of  the  Journal  of  Elec- 
tricity, Power  &  Gas,  has  left  on  a  tour  of  the  Northwest,  in 
the  course  of  which  he  will  attend  the  Northwest  Light  & 
Power  Association  convention  at  Spokane,  and  the  Pacific 
Electrical  Jobbers'  convention  at  Portland. 

R.  A.  Thompson,  formerly  chief  engineer  of  the  Wichita 
Falls  &  Northwestern  Railroad  in  Texas,  has  been  appointed 
chief  engineer  of  the  California  Public  Service  Commission. 
Mr.  Thompson  comes  thoroughly  equipped  to  handle  his  new 
duties,  having  served  on  similar  commissions  in  two  other 
states. 


ELECTRICAL  CONTRACTORS'   NOTES. 

Carl  lleilbron,  first  vice-president,  was  in  Los  Angeles 
last  week. 

Louis  Levy,  the  manager  of  the  Day  Electric  Compafiy, 
spent  the  past  week  at  Healdsburg  with  his  family. 

C.  V.  Schneider,  of  the  Electric  Supply  Company,  of  Sac- 
ramento, has  just  returned  from  a  two  weeks'  hunting  trip 
in  the  northern  part  of  the  state. 

D.  T.  Gallivan,  superintendent  for  the  Newberry-Benheim 

Electric  Company,  and  Al.  Drendall  have  just  returned  from 
a  hunting  trip  in  Mendocino  County. 

John  Rendler,  president  of  the  California  State  Associa- 
tion of  Electrical  Contractors,  made  a  visit  to  San  Diego. 
President  Rendler  reports  work  steady  and  everyone  doing 
nicely. 

Secretary  W.  S-  Hanbridge  writes  as  follows:  "A  great 
deal  might  be  said  on  both  sides  in  reference  to  the  co- 
operation of  lighting  companies  and  contractors,  but  the  fol- 
lowing clipping  from  Emersons  Monthly  says  so  much  in  so 
few  words  that  it  should  be  readily  digested: 

"  'The  writer  happened  into  one  of  our  warm  cities  about 
July  4  this  year.  There  were  three  contractors  in  town  in 
addition  to  the  lighting  company.  The  lighting  company 
was  selling  fans  at  cost.  One  contracting  firm  was  heavily 
stocked  with  fans  that  ne  could  not  sell.  The  other  two  were 
busy  knocking  fans.  Can  you  imagine  any  one  knocking  a 
tan  with  the  heat  above  100  degrees  in  the  shade?' 

It  is  futile  to  hope  to  increase  the  sales  of  fans  materially 
by  impioper  merchandising  methods,  such  as  selling  at  cost, 
and  central  stations  following  that  policy  are  certain  to  regret 
it  at  some  later  time. 

Meanwhile,  if  some  lighting  companies  insist  on  following 
the  plan  of  selling  fans  without  a  proper  retail  profit,  the 
dealers  affected  can  only  devote  their  attention  to  some  more 
profitable  business,  and  wait  for  the  "light  of  reason"  to 
break  in  on  the  lighting  company.  Such  central  stations  must 
sooner  or  later  come  to  a  realization  that  the  active  co-opera- 
tion of  all  the  electrical  interests  in  the  community  is  of  con- 
siderably more  value  and  will  actually  result  in  selling  more 
fans  than  any  policy  which  eliminates  such  co-operation." 


TRADE    NOTE. 

The  United  States  Reclamation  Service  has  recently  or- 
dered from  the  Westinghouse  Electric  &  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany, for  installation  on  the  Boise  project,  Idaho,  three  625- 
kva.,  22,000-volt,  three-phase,  air-blast  type  transformers.  The 
government  has  installed  on  this  project  a  hydro-electric 
power  plant  for  furnishing  energy  to  moter-driven  pumps 
used  for  irrigating  purposes.  As  the  irrigation  season  occu- 
pies only  the  summer  months,  the  plant  will  be  kept  in  part 
operation  during  the  winter  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  light 
to  the  farmers  and  the  small  towns  on  the  project. 


NEW   CATALOGS. 

The  General  Electric  Company  has  just  issued  a  new 
series  of  Bulletins.  No.487S  is  devoted  to  Cloth  Pinions. 
This  remarkable  and  somewhat  radical  form  of  machine  ele- 
ment is  offered  for  a  wide  variety  of  application  in  mechan- 
ical transmission  of  power  where,  because  of  noise  or  for 
other  reasons,  the  meshing  of  metallic  pinions,  with  metallic 
gears  is  impracticable  or  undesirable.  Bulletin  No.  4869,  is 
an  attractive  publication  devoted  to  motor  drive  for  the 
printing  and  allied  trades,  The  advantages  to  be  derived 
from  motor  drive  in  this  industry  are  the  improved  plant 
location  made  possible  by  the  use  of  central  station  power, 
reliability,  speed  variation  and  control,  economy  of  space, 
increased  production,  economy  of  power,  and,  what  is  ex- 
ceedingly important  in  the  printing  trade,  cleanliness. 
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KELMAN  OIL  SWITCHES  AND  CIRCUIT  BREAKERS. 
Apace  with  the  rapid  advance  in  high  tension  transmission, 
has  been  the  desire  on  the  part  of  the  manufacturer,  tending 
toward  the  perfection  of  the  protective  apparatus.  Especially 
is  this  so  with  high  tension  oil  switches  and  circuit  breakers, 
as  probably  no  other  single  piece  of  apparatus  is  called  upon 
to  act  so  quickly,  effectively  and  under  such  severe  condi- 
tions at  times. 

The  accompanying  cut  will  illustrate  a  new  feature  of 
the  Kelman  circuit  breaker.  The  operation  of  this  breaker 
has  been  described  before  in  these  columns,  and  is  based  on 
the  well  known  pantograph  mechanism,  but  employing  an  im- 
proved method  of  guiding  the  contacts,  and  giving  them  the  de- 
sired movement.    This  consists  of  placing  a  telescoping  guide 


by  reason  of  the  greater  static  head  of  the  oil,  as   the  effi- 
ciency of  the  oil  varies  with  the  depth  of  the  break. 

The  horizontal  break  which  has  always  been  a  feature  of 
this  breaker  is  also  a  powerful  factor  in  aiding  the  rupturing 
of  the  arc,  as  the  weight  of  the  oil  begins  to  be  effective  im- 
mediately upon  the  first  movement  of  the  contacts.  The  plac- 
ing of  these  contacts  has  made  it  possible  to  use  about  one-half 
the  quantity  of  oil  per  pole,  as  would  be  necessary  if  the 
break  occurred  higher  in  the  oil.  These  breakers  are  manu- 
factured lor  any  voltage  up  to  110,000  both  in  hand,  air  and 
oil. 


THE   WESTERN    ELECTRIC  COMPANY'S    NEW    HOSPITAL 
AT   HAWTHORNE. 

Approximately  13,000  employes  of  the  Western  Electric 
Company  are  situated  at  Hawthorne,  just  outside  of  Chi- 
cago. The  company's  property  at  this  point  occupies  more 
than  150  acres,  and  here  are  gradually  being  concentrated 
all   c£   its   manufacturing   activities. 

With  the  realization  that  it  is  necessary  to  look  after 
the  welfare  of  so  many  workers,  the  company  has  recently 


Improved    Kelman    Oil    Switch. 

(a)  within  the  pantograph,  the  outer  member  being  attached 
to  the  central  insulator  (b),  and  the  inner  member  to  the  yoke 
(c).  The  coiled  spring  (d)  is  placed  on  the  guide  which  is 
compressed  when  the  switch  is  closed  and  is  of  sufficient 
strength  to  open  it  and  hold  it  in  the  open  position.  By  this 
method  the  contacts  are  always  maintained  in  correct,  but 
not  In  rigid  alignment,  a  slight  amount  of  flexibility  being 
allowed,  which  prevents  any  undue  strain  on  the  porcelain 
insulator.  The  compression  spring  on  each  guide  permits  the 
use  of  a  contact  mechanism,  which  is  light  in  weight,  and 
has  very  little  inertia,  such  as  there  is,  being  absorbed  by 
the  springs,  thus  preventing  a  shock  to  the  mechanism,  even 
if  closed  violently.  This  is  an  important  point,  especially  in 
the  case  of  solenoid  operated  switches,  where  the  voltage  of 
the  control  circuit  varies  widely.  Another  feature  of  this 
breaker  as  will  be  seen  by  the  cut,  is  the  depth  of  the  ter- 
minals in  the  oil,  insuring  a  larger  body  of  oil  over  the  con- 
tacts and  consequently  greater  static  pressure  to  dissipate  the 
arc.  One  of  the  most  frequent  sources  of  trouble  in  oil  switch 
operation  has  been  the  tendency  of  the  explosive  effect  to  blow 
the  oil  out  of  the  tank,  when  the  breaker  opens.  This  type 
of  circuit  breaker  eliminates  entirely,  troubles  of  this  kind, 


Operating  Room,  'Western   Electric  Co.'s  Hospital. 

built  and  equipped  an  emergency  hospital  on  the  grounds. 
Its  object  is  not  only  to  relieve  distress  in  time  of  accident, 
but  also  to  give  aid  to  any  who  are  taken  sick  while  on  duty. 

Every  detail  is  complete  to  furnish  surgical  aid  in  cases 
requiring  it,  this  aid  ranging  from  the  major  surgical  class 
to  fine  and  delicate  operations  on  the  eyes.  The  hospital 
does  not  take  care  of  chronic  cases,  but  merely  gives  aid 
in  acute  cases. 

This  is  not  a  general  hospital,  but  has  been  organized 
for  emergency  work  only.  Its  construction  and  the  ar- 
rangement of  its  rooms  have  been  to  carry  out  the  thought 
of  emergency  work  and  to  care  for  accidents  that  arise.  Its 
services  is  furnished  free  of  expense  to  employes. 


TRADE    NOTE. 

The  Olympic  Power  Company  of  Fort  Angeles,  Wash., 
has  recently  placed  with  the  Westinghouse  Electric  &  Mfg.- 
Company  an  order  including  two  .3000  kva.  waterwheel  genera- 
tors, seven  1000  kva.  water-cooled  transformers  of  38200  volts, 
on  the  high  tension,  with  the  usual  exciters  and  an  expensive 
switchboard. 
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NEWS  NOTES 


FINANCIAL. 

PUYALLUP,  WASH. — Seventy-five  thousand  dollars  worth 
oi;  water  bonds  will  be  placed  on  the  market  by  the  city 
within  a  few  months,  and  the  entire  system  of  water  supply 
will  be  reorganized. 

ORANGE,  CAL. — At  a  meeting  of  the  City  Trustees  a  call 
was  issued  for  an  election  to  be  held  October  2  to  vote  on 
the  Question  of  issuing  $50,000  bonds  for  the  water  depart- 
ment, and  ?5000  for  fire  department. 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL.— Suit  has  been  filed  in  the 
United  States  District  Court  by  the  Los  Angeles  Trust  & 
Savings  Bank,  trustee  in  bankruptcy  of  the  estate  of  the  San 
Bernardino  Valley  Gas  Company,  asking  that  the  Merchants 
National  Bank,  of  this  city,  be  required  to  deliver  to  the  trus- 
tees forty  first-mortgage  refunding  bonds  of  the  bankrupt 
company  of  a  par  value  of  $1000  each,  given  as  security  for 
a  note  for  $15,000,  which  was  renewed  from  time  to  time  be- 
fore and  alter  the  bankruptcy  proceedings.  By  means  of  the 
transactions  with  the  notes  and  the  bonds  it  is  claimed  that 
the  Merchants  National  Bank  was  enabled  to  get  a  greater 
percentage  of  the  gas  company's  bonds  than  other  creditors. 
It  further  is  stated  that  out  of  an  authorized  bond  issue  of 
$1,500,000,  to  the  amount  of  $184,000  were  sold  and  $648,000 
held  as  collateral  for  loans,  $400,000  of  which  were  so  placed 
that  they  might  be  sold  by  the  lenders.  An  order  was  issued 
by  Judge  de  Haven  directing  the  Merchants  National  Bank 
to  show  cause  September  11  why  it  should  not  be  permanently 
restrained  from  disposing  of  the  bonds. 


ILLUMINATION. 

KALISPELL,  MONT. — Property  owners  of  this  place  are 
petitioning  the  creation  of  a  lighting  district  for  the  installa- 
tion of  an  up-to-date  lighting  system. 

EUGENE,  ORE.— J.  H.  Causey  &  Co.,  of  Denver,  has  been 
awarded  the  contract  for  a  $57,000  light,  power  and  water 
bond  issue.     The  firm  offered  a  premium  of  $230. 

LOON  LAKE,  WASH.— Gerhke  &  Sons,  proprietors  of  the 
local  planing  mill,  have  received  offers  from  outside  capital 
to  finance  an  electric  light  plant,  to  be  operated  in  connection 
with  the  mill. 

PEARL  HARBOR,  H.  T. — The  contract  for  furnishing 
boilers  for  an  auxiliary  power  plant  equipment  at  the  naval 
station  at  this  place  has  been  awarded  to  C.  C.  Moore  &  Co., 
of  99  First  street,  San  Francisco,  at  $158,000. 

NAMPA,  IDAHO. — J.  A.  Jones  has  been  granted  permis- 
sion to  construct  and  maintain  a  gas  plant  in  Nampa  and 
to  use  the  streets  and  alleys  for  laying  pipe  lines  on  con- 
dition of  repairing  the  same,  for  a  period  of  25  years. 

CENTRALIA,  WASH.— The  Tenino  Light  &  Power  Com- 
pany, recently  taken  over  by  the  Washington-Oregon  Corpora- 
tion, has  applied  for  a  franchise  to  construct  a  pole  line 
through  this  city,  and  extending  from  the  City  of  Tenino  to 
Chehalis. 

GREAT  FALLS,  MONT.— The  Great  Falls  Gas  Company 
states  that  work  has  practically  started  on  an  addition  to  its 
plant.  The  new  addition,  which  will  cost  $40,000,  will  double 
the  capacity  of  the  plant,  and  A.  E.  Potter,  general  manager 
of  the  company,  is  here  to  supervise  construction  work. 

BAKERSFIELD,  CAL. — Rio  Bravo  will  soon  have  natural 
gas  pipes  in  to  operate  the  many  pumping  plants  recently 
installed  there.  The  gas  company  plans  a  system  to  cost 
approximately   $25,000.     Among  those   who   were   present  at 


the    meeting    were    Messrs.    Hegg,    Knight,    McClellan,    Van 
Dunn  and  Updike. 

VALLEJO,  CAL.— The  Pacific  Gas  &  Electric  Company 
applied  for  permission  from  the  City  Council  to  tear  up 
Santa  Clara  street,  between  Virginia  and  Capitol  streets. 
The  company  wants  to  put  down  a  six-inch  main  for  gas. 

PALMS,  CAL. — A  committee,  with  S.  A.  Sterns  as  chair- 
man, composed  of  one  resident  of  each  street  in  Palms,  has 
agreed  to  install  seventy-five  electric  lights  in  the  streets  of 
this  vicinity  beginning  October  15.  The  plan  is  approved  by 
the  contributors  in  the  assessment  district. 

PRINCE  ALBERT,  SASK.— The  ratepayers  of  this  place 
have  endorsed  by-laws  to  raise  the  sum  of  $775,000  for  the 
development  of  3500  h.  p.  at  Lacolle  Falls,  on  the  Saskatche- 
wan River.  Cecil  F.  Smith,  the  engineer,  will  have  charge, 
of  construction  work  on  the  project  when  started. 


INCORPORATIONS. 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL.— The  West  Sacramento  Electric 
Company  has  been  incorporated  for  $100,000  by  B.  P.  Lilien- 
thal,  H.  W.  Furlong,  W.  HerUtz,  T.  T.  C.  Gregory  and  C.  J. 
Goodell 

ESCALON,  CAL.— The  Escalon  Water  &  Light  Company 
has  been  incorporated  for  $10,000  by  J.  W.  Smith,  S.  T.  Irwin, 
H.  T.  Brennan,  J.  N.  Leighton,  H.  J.  Alley  and  H.  L.  Mc- 
pherson. 

FULLERTON,  CAL.— The  El  Modent  Mutual  Water  Com- 
pany has  been  incorporated,  with  capital  stock  of  $43,000. 
The  directors  are:  F.  E.  Crawford,  E.  V.  Crawford  and  G.  B. 
Lancaster. 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL.— The  Placer  Electric  Power 
Company  has  been  incorporated  for  $2,000,000,  by  R.  H.  Bor- 
land, F.  W.  Nightingill,  R.  T.  Harding,  N.  C.  Butler  and  I. 
Lindemann. 

SAN  DIEGO,  CAL. — The  San  Diego,  El  Cajon  &  Escon- 
dido  Railway  Company  has  been  incorporated,  with  capital 
stock  of  $2,250,000,  of  which  $60,000  has  been  subscribed.  The 
incorporators  and  directors  are:  William  Stell  and  C.  O. 
Nichols,  of  El  Cajon;  W.  L.  Ramey  and  Frank  C.  O'Kelly,  of 
Escondido,  and  G.  W.  Purcell,  H.  G.  Crowe  and  C.  C.  Riordon, 
of  San  Diego. 


TRANSMISSION. 
TENINO,   WASH.— The    Tenino    Light,    Power   &    Water 
Company    has    filed    acceptances    and    bond    for    franchises 
granted  recently  by  the  Municipal  Council  of  this  city. 

LOS  ANGELES,  CAL.— The  F.  O.  Engstrom  Company 
has  been  awarded  the  contract,  at  about  $10,000,  for  the  erec- 
tion of  a  re-inforced  concrete  substation  at  Colton  for  the 
Southern   California   Edison   Company. 

VALE,  ORE. — L  .L  .Nunn  and  others,  of  Salt  Lake  City, 
connected  with  the  Telluride  Power  Company,  were  in  this 
city  recently,  looking  over  local  conditions  preparatory  to 
making  arrangements  for  the  erection  of  a  power  plant. 

SPOKANE,  WASH. — The  engineering  work  is  now  in 
progress  on  the  plan  of  the  electrical  power  development 
of  the  Kootenai  River  at  Kootenai  Palls,  Mont.,  to  cost  $6,000,- 
000,  which  is  destined  to  furnish  the  northwestern  portion  of 
the  Inland  Empire  with  electrical  power.  The  promoter  of 
the  enterprise  is  J.  A.  Coram  of  Boston,  Mass.  The  plant 
is  to  be  located  7  miles  east  of  Troy  and  11  miles  west  of 
Libby,  Mont. 
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TWIN  BRIDGES,  MONT. — The  survey  of  the  Madison 
River  Power  Company's  power  line  from  Ruby  to  this  city 
has  been  completed.  The  line  will  follow  the  Northern  Pa- 
cific track  from  Laurin  and  will  be  built  outside  of  the  right- 
of-way  fence. 

PRINCE  RUPERT,  B.  C— Special  election  has  been  voted 
to  be  held  in  September  on  a  by-law  providing  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  municipal  hydro-electric  system,  creating  a 
bond  indebtedness  of  $550,000.  It  is  proposed  to  transport 
water  from  Lake  Woodworth  and  establish  two  systems,  one 
for  power  and  the  other  Hot  water. 

SAN  JOSE,  CAL.— That  the  Great  Western  Power  Com- 
pany intends  coming  into  San  Jose,  and  will  probably  erect 
a  steam  plant  in  this  city  without  delay  to  furnish  electric 
power  and  lights  until  the  long  distance  transmission  line  is 
constructed  was  the  significant  statement  made  by  Leo  D. 
Haas.  Mr.  Haas  figures  that  his  company  will  expend  close 
on  to  $250,000  in  this  city. 

VANCOUVER,  B.  C— C.  C.  Moore,  Henry  building,  Seattle, 
has  received  a  contract,  at  about  $250,000,  for  the  installation 
of  four  Babcock  &  Wilcox  boilers,  500  h.  p.  each,  and  capable 
of  operating  a  2000  k.  w.  AUis-Chalmers  turbine  generator.  A 
260-foot  reinforced  concrete  stack  will  also  be  built,  and  the 
system  will  be  installed  in  the  power  plant  of  the  British  Co- 
lumbia Electric  Railway  Company. 

FRESNO,  CAL. — The  first  carload  of  material  for  the 
Los  Banos  power  line  to  be  built  by  the  San  Joaquin  Light  & 
Power  Company,  are  being  sent  out  from  Fresno.  The  work 
of  transporting  the  wires,  cables,  poles  and  transformers  will 
require  some  time.  A  few  cars  will  be  sent  out  daily.  Work 
on  this  line,  which  will  tap  a  rich  alfalfa  country,  is  to  begin 
at  once.  The  extension  is  to  be  made  from  the  Madera 
county  power  line,  and  will  be  80  miles  long.  It  is  to  be  com- 
pleted by  the  middle  of  November.  Dos  Palos,  Los  Banos, 
Gustine  and  three  or  four  other  towns  will  be  supplied  with 
power. 

RIVERSIDE,  CAL. — Manifold  &  Poole  of  Los  Angeles  are 
the  engineers  for  the  new  power  system  to  be  established 
in  San  Barnardino,  Riverside  and  other  Southern  California 
towns  by  the  Southern  Sierra  Power  Company.  The  con- 
tract for  the  steel  posts  for  the  transmission  line  to  be  con- 
structed from  plants  in  Inyo  county  to  Riverside  has  been 
awarded  to  Milliken  Bros,  of  New  York.  The  contract  for 
installing  all  machinery  and  drawing  the  plans  for  the  build- 
ings for  the  steam  plant  which  will  be  erected  at  San  Ber- 
nardino has  been  awarded  to  C.  C.  Moore  &  Co.,  of  Los 
Angeles.  This  plant  will  cost  $200,000  and  will  be  used 
until  the  power  from  the  water  power  plants  becomes  avail- 
able. 

CORONA,  CAL. — S'nce  the  filing  of  articles  of  incorpora- 
tion of  the  Southern  Sierras  Power  Company  and  Sierra 
Construction  Company  in  Riverside,  developments .  have  been 
following  rather  thick  and  fast.  These  companies,  whose 
stockholders  are  prominent  Denver  capitalists,  have  been 
represented  in  this  section  by  F.  A.  Worthey  of  Riverside. 
The  contract  for  a  steam  plant  to  cost  in  the  neighborhood 
of  $300,000  has  already  been  let.  This  is  to  be  located  in 
the  vicinity  of  San  Bernardino,  the  exact  location  not  hav- 
ing yet  been  made  public.  The  new  company  has  let  con- 
tracts for  transmission  and  distributing  lines  to  tap  this  sec- 
tion as  well  as  the  Moreno  and  Perris  Valley  and  West  Riv- 
erside sections.  It  seems  probable  also  that  extensions  will 
be  made  to  Elsinore. 


WATTS,  CAL. — The  City  Council  has  passed  an  ordi- 
nance granting  to  the  Pacific  Electric  Railway  Company  the 
right  to  construct  and  for  a  period  of  fifty  years  to  maintain 
and  operate  an  electric  railway  upon  certain  streets  of  this 
city. 

PACIFIC  GROVE,  CAL.— The  Monterey  &  Pacific  Grove 
Street  Railway  Company  are  planning  to  extend  their  line 
flora  Nineteenth  street  in  this  city  by  the  way  of  Light- 
house avenue  and  Willow  street  and  Spruce  avenue  to  the 
Presidio  of  Monterey. 

RIVERSIDE,  CAL. — The  City  Council  will  receive  sealed 
bids  up  to  Sept.  26  for  the  purchase  of  a  franchise  granting 
the  right  to  construct  and  for  a  period  of  forty-five  years 
to  maintain  and  operate  a  double  track  electric  railroad  on 
certain   public   streets   of  this   city. 

SALEM,  ORE. — At  a  special  meeting  of  the  local  munici- 
pal council  the  ordinance  granting  a  franchise  to  the  Port- 
land, Eugene  &  Eastern  Railway  to  operate  a  street  railway 
here,  was  repealed.  The  company,  which  has  franchises  in 
Eugene,  Albany  and  other  towns,  is  charged  with  failure  to 
comply  with  the  terms  of  its  franchise. 

CARSON  CITY,  NEV.— D.  W.  Williams  is  in  Oakland  on 
a  trip  connected  with  a  scheme  which,  if  it  bears  fruit,  will 
be  of  the  greatest  benefit  to  Carson  City.  Mr.  Williams  is 
endeavoring  to  raise  capital  enough  to  put  in  an  electric 
line  between  this  city  and  Glenbrook.  Half  a  million  dollars, 
it  is  estimated  will  build  and  equip  the  road  and  within  three 
years'  time  Mr.  Williams  believes  that  it  will  be  a  paying 
investment. 

SALEM,  ORE.— The  Oregon  Electric  Road,  a  Hill  line, 
will  continue  the  present  line  which  terminus  is  Salem  and 
will  run  a  road  to  Albany.  A  right  of  way  has  been  secured, 
with  the  exception  of  a  few  property  owners  who  are  holding 
out.  The  company  has  sent  out  four  crews  of  sur\'eyors  to 
work  the  line.  Bids  for  the  construction  of  the  road  have 
been  received  from  three  companies,  but  on  account  of  the 
right-of-way  controversy  the  bids  were  not  opened. 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL.— Work  has  been  begun  on  the 
Sacramento  and  Woodland  electric  road,  a  part  of  the  Nortli- 
ern  Electric  system.  The  line  will  be  inoperation  by  May, 
1912.  It  will  traverse  the  West  Sacramento  property,  the 
Bright  lands  and  following  the  river,  will  reach  Elkhorn, 
thence  to  Woodland,  a  total  distance  of  19%  miles.  It  will 
pass  over  the  tules  on  a  15-foot  grade,  the  roadbed  also 
serving  as  a  levee.  The  line  will  give  Woodland  access  to 
the  Western  Pacific  at  Sacramento  and  to  the  Santa  Fe  at 
Stockton  over  the  Central  California  Traction  rails. 

WENATCHEE,  WASH.— The  Wenatchee  Traction  Com- 
pany has  received  a  franchise  along  Wenatchee  avenue  for 
the  construction  of  a  street  railway  system  and  as  a  portion 
of  an  interurban  line  that  will  eventually  extend  along  the 
Columbia  River  Valley  from  the  town  of  Cashmere  to  Bev- 
erly, connecting  at  the  latter  point  with  the  Chicago,  Milwau- 
kee &  Puget  Sound  Railway.  The  company  states  that  100 
miles  of  electric  road  are  contemplated.  The  officers  of  the 
company  are:  L.  W.  Pratt,  president;  Henry  Hewitt,  vice- 
president,  and  Walter  M.  Harvey,  secretary  and  counsel,  all 
of  Tacoma. 


TRANSPORTATION. 
SALEM,   ORE. — It  is  reported   that  the   Oregon   Electric 
Company  will  bagin  construction  work  at  once  on  the  exten- 
sion from  this  place  to  Albany. 


TELEPHONE    AND    TELEGRAPH. 
ELGIN,  ORE.— Citizens  of  Union  and  Wallowa  Counties 
have  organized  a  company  and  will  construct  a  phone  line 
between  the  two  places. 

PLUMMER,  IDAHO. — The  Plummer  Home  Telephone 
Company  has  completed  organization.  The  officers  are  P. 
H.  McCaslin,  president;  R.  Malvon,  vice-president;  R.  L. 
Stout,  secretary;  H.  Mercer,  treasurer,  and  R.  A.  Malcem, 
general  manager. 
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Aluminum  Company  of  America 

American  Electrical  Heater  Company   

Benjamin    Electric    Manufacturing    Company 

Blake  Signal  &  Manufacturing  Company 

Bonestell    &   Company 12 

Bridgeport   Brass   Company 4 

Brill  Company,  The  J.  G 4 

Brilliant    Electric    Company 

Brooks-Follis  Electric  Corporation 13 

Buckeye  Electric  Company,  The 1 

Century  Electric  Company 15 

Colonial  Electric  Company 

Colonial  Electrical  Agency  Company 

Crocker-Wheeler  Company 

D.  &  W.  Fuse  Company 

Dearborn   Drug  &   Chemical  Works 2 

Duncan  Electric  Manufacturing  Company    12 

Economy    Electric    Company 

Electric  Storage  Battery  Company 

Farnsworth  Electrical  Works    

Farrar  &  Company,  J.  C 

Fort  Wayne  Electric  Works 15 

Fostoria  Incandescent  Lamp  Co 13 

General  Electric  Company 14 

Goeriz,  O.   C.   &   Co 

Gould  Storage  Battery  Company 

Habirshaw    Wire    Company 

Hammel   Oil   Burner  Company 

Hemingray   Glass   Company 15 

Hitchcock  Military  Academy 

Holophane  Company  5 

Holtzer-Cabot  Electric  Company 

Hughes  &  Company,  E.  C 2 

Hunt,  Mirk   &  Company 

Indiana  Rubber  &  Insulated  Wire  Co 16 

Johns-Manville   Co.,   H.   W 

Kellogg  Switchboard  &  Supply  Co 

Kelman   Electric   &   Manufacturing   Co 

Klein  &   Sons,  Mathias 5 

Locke  Insulator  Manufacturing  Co 4 

Moore  &  Co.,  Engineers,  Chas.  C 

National   Metal   Molding   Company 16 

New  York  Insulated  Wire   Company 

Ohio  Brass  Company 5 

Okonite   Company    16 

Pacific  Gas  &  Electric  Company 2 

Pacific    Meter    Company 2 

Pelton  Water  Wheel  Company 2 

Pierson,  Roeding  &  Company '.   4 

Portland  Wood  Pipe  Company 5 

Schaw-Batcher  Company  Pipe  Works,  The   

Southern  Pacific  Company 16 

Sprague    Electric    Company 3 

Standard  Underground  Cable  Company 16 

Technical    Book    Shop 1 1 

Tracy  Engineering  Company 

Thomas  &  Company,  R 

Western  Electric   Company 3 

Westinghouse    Machine    Company 

Westinghouse  Electric  &  Manufacturing  Co 6 

Weston  Electrical  Instrument  Company 3 

Wilbur,  G.  A 12 


KELLOGG    SWITCHBOARD   &    SUPPLY   CO. 


CABLE    ADDRCSB: 

'SWITC  H  so  A  RO'" 


SAN  FfiANciGCO,  Cau|  Sept.  11,  1011. 

llr.  E.  B.  Stronc,  Frosldent 

Tochnlcal  publlohlnE  Co., 
604  Miaslon  St., 

San  FranclDco,  Cal. 

Doar  Sir;- 

It  will  probably  bo  of  inLorEJst  to  you  to 
knov/  sonothinc  about  the  reaults  from  our  QdvertiElnc- 
in  the  Journal.      A  ahort  tino  ago  ye  rooeived 
an  inquiry,  v/hich  to  date  io  the  long  diatanco  record. 
Arconc  othor  inquirioo  in  ans-.vor  to  one  of 
our  nddo  covering  nine  tolophonee  and  othor  cpecial 
oquipment  for  aiinee  io  one  frora  a  concern  in 
Conctantinople.   Thlo  concern  not  only  inquires 
for  pricee  on  thin  oqulprasnt,  but  also  is  figuring 
on  handling  our  entire  line  throughout  Turkoy. 
■yours  very  truly, 

KELLOCIG  SY/ITCHBOAiiC  &  SUPPLY  CC . 
Per 
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HCS 
FEB 


Journal  of  Electricity 

POWER  AND  GAS 

Devoted   to  the  Conversion,    Transmission   and   Distribution  of  Energy 

Entered  as  second-class  matter  May  7.  1906'  at  the  Post  Office  at  San  Francisco  Cal..  under  the  act  of  Coneress  March  3.  1879 


VOL.  XXVII  NO.   13 


San  Francisco,  September  23,  191 1  Per  copy,  25  Cents 


STANDARD  UNDERGROUND  CABLE  CO. 

FACTORIES 


PERTH  AMBOY,    N.  J. 


OAKLAND,  CAL. 


PITTSBURGH,  PA. 
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HYDRAULIC  TURBINES 

Governors  Relief  Valves Pipe  Lines 

THE  PELTON  WATER  WHEEL  CO. 

2219  Harrison  Street,  San  Francisco 
SS  West  Street,  New  York 


PACIFIC  METER  CO. 


MANUFACTURERS   OF 


Wet  and  Dry  Gas  Meters,  Station 
Meters,     Provers,     Gauges,    Etc 


311  SANTA  MARINA  BUILDING 
California  and  Drurnm  Sts. 


San  Francisco 


E.    C.    HUQHES,    PRESIDENT 


ADOLPH  MEESE.   SCCKETARY 


E.  C.  HUGHES  CO. 

PRINTERS    -    ENQRAVERS    -     BOOKBINDERS 
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Printen  and  Biodus  of  the  Journal  of  Electricity  and  other  Publicatioiu 

147  to  151  Minna  Street,     San  Franciico.     Phone  Kearny  806 


Dearborn  Drug  &  Chemical  Works 

Manufacturers  of  Water  Treating  Preparations  to  prevent 

scale,    corrosion,    pitting  and   foaming  in    Steam  Boilers 

General  Offices,  Laboratories,  and  Works:   Chicago 

948  East  Second  SL,  Los  Angeles,  Cal.      250-254  Front  St.,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 


The  Pacific  Gas  and  Electric  Company 

Supplies  Light,  Heat,  and  Power 


TO 


Place  Population. 

Agua  Callente  ....  50 
•Alameda    27,000 

••Albany     800 

ttAlta     200 

Alvarado     200 

Amador    200 

Antioch    3,000 

ttAuburn     2,050 

Barber    200 

••Belmont     600 

Belvedera    350 

Benicia     2,500 

••Berkeley     42,000 

Big   Oak   Flat    150 

Biggs    750 

Black  Diamond  ....       500 

Brentwood    200 

Brighton     100 

Broderick    500 

JBrown's  Valley   ....         50 

••Burlingame     5,000 

Byron     200 

Campbell     1.000 

Cement     1,500 

tCenterville    20 

Centervllle     500 

••Chico     13,000 

••Colusa    2,700 

tColfax     400 

Colma     500 

Concord     1,500 

Cordelia     150 

Corte   Madera    350 

Crockett     2,500 

Crow's   Landing    . . .       375 

Davenport     1,000 

Davis     750 

Decoto     350 

Dixon     1,000 

Dobbins     60 


Place  Popnlatlon. 

Drytown    100 

Durham     500 

tDutch    Flat    400 

••Easton     500 

••East  San  Jose   1,500 

Eckley     20 

Emerald     50 

Blmhurst     2,500 

Elmira     160 

El  Verano 100 

••Emeryville     2,000 

Encinal    20 

Fairfield    800 

•♦Pair  Oaks   250 

Fitchburg    250 

Folsom 1,500 

•Fresno     35,000 

Glenn   Ellen    600 

Gold    Run    100 

Grafton    350 

tGrass  Valley   7.000 

Gridley     1,800 

Groveland     50 

Hammonton     500 

Ha.yward     4,000 

Hollister     3,000 

lone     810 

Irvington    1,000 

Jackson     2,000 

Jackson   Gate    50 

Larkspur     950 

Lawrence     100 

Kennedy   Flat    50 

Kentfleld     200 

tLincoln     1,500 

±Iive  Oak    200 

Livermore     2,250 

tLoomis     150 

Los    Altos    200 

Los    Gatos    3,000 


Place  Popnlatlon. 

Mare    Island    500 

Marten     25 

Martinez     5,000 

••Marysville     6,250 

Mayfleld     1,500 

••Menlo  Park   1,500 

Meridian    300 

••Milbrae    30C 

Mill   Valley    4,500 

Mission  San  Jose   . .  500 

Mokelumne  Hill   ...  150 

Mountain    View    . . .  2,600 

••Napa     6,000 

fNevada    City    4,000 

Newark     700 

tNewcastle     600 

New    Chicago    26 

Newman     1,000 

Niles     800 

••Oakland     230,000 

Oroville     2,500 

Orwood    50 

Pacheco     200 

••Palo    Alto    6,000 

tPenryn     250 

Perkins     200 

••Petaluma     6,000 

Peyton     250 

••Piedmont     2,000 

Pinole     1,500 

Pleasanton     2,000 

Port  Costa    600 

••Redwood    City    3,500 

Richmond     10,000 

Rio  Vista    200 

JRocklin    1,050 

Rodeo     100 

±Roseville     346 

Ross     900 

•••Sacramento    52,000 


Place  Population. 

San  Andreas    200 

San  Anselmo     2,500 

San  Bruno    1,600 

San  Carlos    100 

••San   Francisco     ...460,000 

••San  Jose     40,000 

San  Leandro     4,000 

San  Lorenzo     100 

••San   Mateo    7,000 

San  Pablo     1,000 

••San  Quentin   Prison  1,600 

••San  Rafael     6,000 

Santa  Clara     8,000 

Santa  Cruz     10,000 

••Santa   Rosa    8.000 

Saratoga     200 

Sausalito     3,000 

Sebastopol    2,000 

Selby     100 

Sonoma    1,200 

South  San  Fran 2,500 

Stanford   University  2,000 

Stege     100 

tStockton     26,000 

Suisun     1,200 

Sunnyvale     2,000 

Sutter    Creek     2,000 

Tiburon     100 

Tormey     160 

tTowle     200 

Tracy    1,200 

Vacaville     2,500 

••Vallejo     12,000 

Vallejo   Junction    . .         10 

Walnut    Creek    350 

Wheatland     1,400 

W^inters     1,200 

••Woodland     3,500 

Yolo    350 

••Tuba   City    1,900 


•Gas  only:  ••gas  and  electricity;  telectricity,  gas.  and  water:  telectricity  and  water;  •••gas.  electricity,  and  street  car  service:  all  others,  electricity  only. 


Servite                               Number  Total 

Furnisheil                            of  Towns  Population 

Electricity  ..._ 158  1.089.790 

Gas 33  988,900 

Water 17  43.415 

Street  Car I  S7000 


EMPLOYS  3.500  people 

OPERATES    11  hydroelectric  plants  in    the 
mountains 

3  steam-driven  electric  plants 
in  big  cities. 

18  gas  works 


SERVES  H  of  California's  population 
26  of  California's  56  counties 
An  area  of  32.431  square  miles 
3/5  the  size  of  New  York  state 
V^    the  size  of  all  the  New  England 
states  combined 
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ELECTRICAL  FEATURES  PANAMA-PACIFIC 
INTERNATIONAL  EXPOSITION 


BY    HAMILTON   WRIGHT. 


While  all  plans  for  exhibits  at  the  Panama-Pacific 
International  Exposition  in  1915  are  in  a  process  of 
evolution  at  the  present  time,  and  any  outline  of  what 
may  be  accomplished  must,  therefore,  be  somewhat 
speculative  in  its  nature,  3ret  the  absence  of  any  ordi- 
nary limitations  upon  the  huge  total  of  electrical  power 


There  is  every  reason  why  a  World's  Exposition 
held  in  California  should  have  from  the  very  begin- 
ning a  great  advantage  for  the  display  of  electrical 
features.  In  the  development  and  perfection  of  ex- 
treniel}'-  long  distance  high-tension  transmission  lines 
California  is,  historically,  first.     The  world's  first  ex- 


Chas.  C.  Moore,  President 


H.  D.  H.  CoNNiCK.  Director  of  Works 


Upon    These  Two   Public  Spirited  Citizens  Larc-ely   Rests  the  Success 
of  the  Greatest  Exposition  in  History. 


available  for  the  Exposition,  the  character  of  the  dis- 
plays planned  and  the  extraordinary  progress  of  re- 
cent years  in  the  application  of  electricity  to  the  most 
varied  commercial  uses,  all  promise  that  visitors  will 
have  set  before  them  the  greatest  diversity  of  elec- 
trical features  ever  exhibited  in  a  single  locality. 


periment  in  electrical  transmission  was  made  in  Ger- 
man} in  1891.  From  Lauffin  a  line  of  108  miles  was 
run  into  Frankfort  to  light  an  exposition  held  there 
that  year.  Within  a  year  the  first  electrical  power 
plant  in  the  United  States,  in  which,  as  a  prime  mover, 
water  was  used,  was  begun  at   Pomona,  Cal.     This 
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Courtesy  of  San  Fra-ncisco  ExamiTier 

was  followed  by  the  big  plant  at  Folsom,  CaL,  which, 
at  Ihat  time,  was  the  largest  in  the  world.  The  first 
current  that  flashed  along  its  wires  carried  400  horse 
power  21  miles  at  a  voltage  of  11,000.  The  work  on 
the  Folsom  plant  was  only  second  to  that  at  Niagara 
Falls  and  the  great  plant  furnished  45,000  horse  power, 
transmitted  a  distance  of  24  miles  to  Sacramento  for 
use  by  street  car  lines,  electric  lighting  companies  and 
in  factories  and  machine  shops. 

The  success  of  the  Folsom  plant  was  only  made 
possible  by  the  fact  that  the  year  after  it  started  a 
dynamo  was  invented  which  made  electric  power 
available  for  manufacturing  purposes.  The  first  plants 
could  employ  their  currents  for  lighting  and  for  the 
propulsion  of  street  cars  alone,  but  here  was  a  new 
application  which  made  the  patronage,  and  profits  of 
the  concerns  doubly  sure.  Electric  power  was  eagerly 
caught  up  all  along  the  transmission  lines  and  today 
in  California  it  is  used  for  the  greatest  variety  of  pur- 
poses. At  the  Exposition  California  alone  could  show 
as  wide  a  diversity  of  the  application  of  electrical 
power  to  commercial  uses  as  perhaps  any  other  region. 
Only  a  fraction  of  the  possible  power  has  been  devel- 
oped. The  Great  Western  Power  Company's  new 
plant  affords  one  an  opportunity  to  estimate  future 
vast  developments. 

Since  its  first  amazing  development  of  electricity 
from  the  fall  of  Sierra  streams  California  has  steadily 
progressed  in  the  utilization  of  this  natural  power 
until  today  the  supply  of  electrical  power  is  secured 
practically  as  rapidly  as  it  is  needed  for  the  expan- 
sion of  the  industries  of  the  state. 

The  rapid  development  in  the  long-distance  trans- 
mission of.  power,  as  well  as  the  great  magnitude  of 
the  transmission  industry  in  California,  was  traceable 
to  the  absence  of  known   coal   deposits  in  this   state 


'  Pictorial  \'iew  of  Panama-Pacific 

at  the  time  when  power  began  to  be  needed  in  indus- 
try. The  price  of  mechanical  power  was  correspond- 
ingly high.  Since  California  turned  its  engineering 
efl^ort  to  the  water-fall  as  the  most  promising  source 
of  energy,  fuel  oil  has  been  developed  in  abundant 
commercial  quantities  and  it,  too,  is  used  in  the  gen- 
eration of  electrical  power. 

With  these  two  favoring  circumstances,  the  gen- 
eration of  electrical  power  from  Sierra  streams  and 
also  from  crude  petroleum,  the  cheapest  and  most 
easii}  handled  fuel,  those  who  have  charge  of  the 
electrical  division  of  the  Exposition  will  have  for  the 
spectacular  night  displays  an  abundance  of  cheap 
power,  an  important  consideration  where  much  power 
is  to  be  used. 

While  contributing  little  that  is  material  to  the 
advancement  of  science,  the  night  illuminations  will 
be  the  permanent  dazzling  feature  of  the  Exposition 
and  an  effort  will  be  made  to  render  them  artistic. 

The  plans  for  the  Exposition  site  and  the  adorn- 
ment of  San  Francisco  lend  themselves  to  superb  elec- 
trical effects.  Imagine,  for  instance,  how  a  brilliant 
spectacle  will  be  afforded  from  San  Francisco  Bay  at 
night  when  Telegraph  Hill,  287  feet  high  and  abruptly 
rising  above  the  water  front,  is  illuminated  with  in- 
candescents ;  when  the  Harbor  View  site  of  the  Expo- 
sition with  its  planned  yacht  harbor  is  brilliantly  illu- 
minated, and  when  Lincoln  Park,  towering  above  the 
Golden  Gate  and  the  supreme  observation  point  of  the 
entire  site,  sparkles  with  light.  The  boulevard  con- 
necting these  points  will  necessarily  be  illuminated 
and  from  a  great  distance  the  outlines  of  the  prominent 
landmarks  of  the  Exposition  will  be  clearly  defined. 
At  Lincoln  Park  will  be  erected  a  huge  commemor- 
ative statue  welcoming  ships  to  the  Golden  Gate  and 
in   its   general    import   corresponding    to     Bartholdi's 
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Statue  of  Liberty  in  New  York  harbor.  This  statue 
will  lend  itself  to  strings  of  light,  as  also  will  a  lofty 
wireless  tower  that  will  surmount  Telegraph  Hill.  The 
whole  will  be  a  magic  fairyland.  Indeed  ,the  decora- 
tion of  the  prominent  observation  points  gives  play 
for  the  highest  artistic  conceptions  and  it  is  planned 
tha'c  to  observers  both  near  and  far  the  electrical  dec- 
orative effects  shall  convey  the  spirit  of  the  Exposition. 

Market  Street  and  Van  Ness  Avenue,  the  main 
boulevards  of  San  Francisco,  which,  running  from  San 
Francisco  Bay,  meet  in  an  apex  in  the  geographical 
heart  of  the  city,  will  be  brilliantly  illuminated  and, 
although  being  in  the  heart  of  San  Francisco,  these 
thoroughfares  do  not  afiford  the  artistic  scope  that 
is  permitted  by  such  rugged  outlines  as  Telegraph  Hill 
and  Lincoln  Park,  yet  they  will  give  a  chance  for  the 
.most  novel  electric  lighting  effects.  To  sum  up — it 
is  planned  to  make  the  night  illuminations  the  most 
brilliant  and  pleasing  the  world  has  known  and  the 
many  eminences  available  will  stand  out  in  silhouette 
through  brilliant  chains  of  light.  When  the  Exposi- 
tion opens,  the  illumination  of  the  battle-ships  of  the 
world,  assembled  in  San  Francisco  Bay,  will  contri- 
bute to  the  striking  effect. 

Aside  from  the  general  electrical  lighting  effects 
of  the  Exposition  as  a  whole  there  will  be  an  electrical 
exhibit  building,  such  as  the  Palace  of  Electricity  at 
the  Universal  Exposition  held  at  St.  Louis.  Because 
of  the  marvelous  advance  made  in  the  application  of 
electrically  conveyed  energy  to  industrial  undertak- 
ings the  electrical  exhibit  promises  to  be  one  of  the 
great  centers  of  attractions  at  the  Panama-Pacific 
International  Exposition.  It  was  suggested  by  the 
special  committee  on  sites,  whose  report  was  unani- 


mously adopted,  that  the  electricity  building  be  located 
in  the  two  hundred  acres  of  privately  owned  land  be- 
tween Lincoln  Park  and  the  Golden  Gate  Park  site. 
Here  also  will  be  the  foreign  buildings  and  machinery 
in  action  from  foreign  countries  will  be  shown.  In- 
deed, the  large  number  and  variety  of  operating  ex- 
hibits win  render  the  electrical  building  most  instruc- 
tive and  entertaining  to  the  layman. 

The  largest  classification  both  in  area  of  space 
and  number  of  exhibits  will,  necessarily,  be  that  of 
the  machines  for  generating  and  using  electricity. 
Dynamos  and  motors  of  all  the  principal  makes,  both 
alternating  and  direct  current,  will  be  on  exhibition, 
most  of  them  running.  Motor-generators,  rotary  con- 
verters, transformers,  rheostats  and  regulators  of  every 
form  will  be  so  arranged  and  connected  as  to  demon- 
strate their  various  functions.  At  the  Pan-American 
Exposition  in  Buffalo  ten  years  ago  one  of  the  most 
attractive  of  all  the  exhibits  was  the  Niagara  Falls 
Transformer  plant,  a  plant  having  a  capacity  of  5000 
horsepower,  consisting  of  250  Kilowatt  air  blast  trans- 
formers for  transforming  the  power  from  Niagara 
Falls  delivered  at  11,000  volts  for  distribution  about 
the  grounds  by  means  of  smaller  electric  transformers 
at  various  points.  Near  this  transformer  plant  was 
a  working  model  of  the  wonderful  creation  of  the 
Niagara  Falls  Power  Company.  No  doubt  in  1915  a 
much  larger  transformer  will  have  been  erected  at  the 
Panama-Pacific  International  Exposition  supplied 
with  the  vast  energy  of  the  Sierra  streams. 

Of  the  greatest  interest  and  of  the  highest  prac- 
tical value  to  the  miners  of  the  West  will  be  exhibits 
of  the  latest  developments  in  electrically  run  drills, 
hoists,  fans  and  other  apparatus,  while  the  application 
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of  electrical  power  in  the  exhibits  representing  the 
production  of  chemical  products  such  as  aluminum, 
carborundum,  carbide  of  calcium,  cyanide  of  potas- 
sium, bleaching  powders  and  other  compounds  will 
afford  the  manufacturer  many  helpful  and  inspiring 
ideas. 

In  connection  with  mining,  the  operation  of  the 
huge  gold  dredgers  of  California  from  the  power  of 
Sierra  streams  should  afford  an  example  of  one  of  the 
most  unique  and  economical  methods.  When  it  is  ap- 
preciated that  one  man  at  levers  is  able  to  direct  the 
workings  of  the  largest  dredge  in  the  world,  gold 
dredge  Folsom.  No.  8,  the  simplicity  of  electrically 
handled  dredges  may  be  inferred. 

Of  tremendous  popular  interest  will  be  the  ex- 
hibits illustrating  the  use  of  electricity  in  the  form  of 
direct,  alternating  and  intermittent  current  for  the 
treatment  of  many  forms  of  diseases,  especially  chronic 
cases  which  have  been  especially  refractory.  The  use 
of  electricity  is  widely  recognized  by  physicians  of 
great  standing.  Indeed,  it  is  probable  that  no  branch 
of  therapeutics  has  made  greater  advance  than  the 
electrical.  The  electrical  therapeutic  apparatus  will, 
of  course,  include  X-ray  tubes  for  physical  treatment 
and  for  diagnosis,  and  the  Finsen  lights  which  give 
off  actinic  or  higher  light  rays  and  are  especially  effi- 
catious  in  the  treatment  of  certain  diseases. 

In  the  field  of  the  wireless  telephone  and  espe- 
cially of  wireless  telegraphy  marvelous  exhibits  are 
assured.  The  directors  are  planning  that  there  shall 
be  built  on  the  summit  of  Telegraph  Hill  the  tallest 
wireless  tower  that  can  be  constructed.  From  this 
tower  messages  will  be  signalled  to  ships  passing 
through  the  canal.  Captain  Evelyn  Briggs  Baldwin, 
the  noted  Arctic  explorer,  expects  to  set  forth  from 
San  Francisco  in  1913  with  two  especially  constructed 
ships  that  will  drift  with  the  pack  ice  from  a  point 
north  of  Behring  Straits  over  or  very  near  the  North 
Pole.  Captain  Baldwin  plans  a  complete  wireless  out- 
fit and  there  is  a  possibility  that  if  he  is  unable  to 
communicate  directly  with  the  Telegraph  Hill  station 
he  may  send  messages  to  the  government  stations  in 
Alaska,  or  the  Swedish  stations  on  the  coast  of  Spit- 
zenbergen.  It  is,  therefore,  within  the  range  of  possi- 
bility that  his  observations  of  the  Polar  seas  will  be 
chronicled  upon  the  very  da3's  that  they  are  made. 

A  large  number  of  inventions  in  the  line  of  electric 
lighting  have  been  made  in  recent  years  and  these  will 
all  be  demonstrated  in  a  way  which  will  be  exceed- 
ingly attractive  to  the  public.  Arc  lamps  of  every 
kind  and  incandescent  lights  of  every  size  and  color 
will  be  displayed.  The  marine  boulevard  connecting 
the  principal  sites  of  the  Exposition,  the  chain  of 
lakes  in  the  west  end  of  Golden  Gate  Park  connected 
by  a  working  model  of  the  Panama  Canal,  the  various 
cascades  and  the  yacht  harbor  at  the  Harbor  View 
site  of  the  Exposition  are  subjects  of  illumination. 
The  Cooper-Hewitt  vapor  arc  lamps  may  be  used 
superbly  where  it  is  desired  to  illuminate  water  effects 
such  as  the  miniature  Panama  Canal,  fountains  or 
waterfalls  upon  the  grounds.  These  lamps  emit  an 
intense  white  light  which  in  the  absence  of  red  rays 


gives  a  very  peculiar  effect.  Vacuum  tube  lighting 
by  means  of  induced  currents  will  also  be  shown. 

In  the  electrical  building  special  laboratories  with 
complete  sets  of  recording  instruments  whereby  the 
juries  of  award  and  exhibitors  may  conduct  careful  and 
accurate  tests  upon  every  kind  of  electrical  apparatus 
will  be  installed.  The  personal  judgment  of  the  judges 
will  be  reduced  to  a  minimum. 

All  in  all,  it  is  planned  to  make  the  electrical 
features  of  the  Panama-Pacific  International  Expo- 
sition the  most  comprehensive  ever  assembled  in  the 
world's  history.  The  State  of  California  has  assured 
larger  funds  than  have  ever  been  at  the  disposal  of 
an  exposition  at  an  initial  stage  and  with  ample  funds 
and  extraordinary  interest  displayed  in  the  Exposi- 
tion in  all  parts  of  the  world,  the  finest  exhibits  from 
exhibitors  of  this  and  foreign  nations  are  assured.  The 
Exposition  authorities  plan  that  the  electrical  features 
of  the  Exposition  itself  shall  be  unsurpassed  and  they 
invite  the  hearty  co-operation  of  the  electrical  engi- 
neers and  manufactories  of  the  world.  Mr.  Edison 
will  be  invited  to  participate  in  the  Exposition  and 
exhibit  not  only  his  most  recent  inventions  but  those 
which  have  the  highest  value  from  an  historical  view 
point.  Among  the  inventions  of  the  greatest  popu- 
lar interest  will  no  doubt  be  the  storage  battery  for 
street  car  use. 

Expositions  both  in  this  country  and  Europe  have 
marked  each  great  step  in  the  advance  of  high  poten- 
tial practice  and  the  Panama-Pacific  International  Ex- 
position is  to  be  no  exception.  The  phenomena  of 
high  potential  currents  will  be  shown  beyond  any- 
thing in  this  line  attempted  in  previous  expositions. 
While  proper  safeguards  will  be  thrown  about  such 
demonstrations  yet  they  will  be  made  in  such  a  way 
that  the  general  public  as  well  as  electrical  engineers 
may  profit  by  them. 

Returning  to  the  field  of  electro-chemistry:  many 
new  processes  have  lately  been  developed  into  com- 
mercial possibilities.  Electrical  furnaces  and  chemical 
process  in  operation  would  be  of  the  greatest  interest 
and  value  to  the  West.  The  use  of  electricity  in 
treating  ores,  when  adequately  illustrated,  will  be  of 
immeasurable  practical  benefit  to  the  mining  inter- 
ests of  the  West,  where  there  are  millions  of  tons  of 
ore  to  be  developed.  The  products  of  the  electric 
furnaces  are,  as  a  rule,  much  purer  than  the  products 
which  are  made  in  any  other  way  and  it  will  be  of 
mterest  to  the  public  to  see  the  operation  and  the 
chemical  changes  which  go  on  under  me  influence 
of  the  electric  arc. 

Aside  from  the  great  display  of  machinery  and 
apparatus  for  generating  and  using  electricity  there 
will  be  shown  electric  measuring  instruments,  appa- 
ratus for  rapid  telegraphy,  mechanical  apparatus  for 
reproducing  sound,  electric  clocks,  motors,  starters 
and  controllers,  storage  batteries,  dry  batteries,  pris- 
matic reflectors,  arc  lights,  illuminated  signs,  electric 
headlights  and  searchlights  and  the  thousand  and  one 
devices  with  which  the  layman  as  well  as  the  engi- 
neer is  familiar. 

The  Panama-Pacific  International  Exposition  will 
mark  the  progress  of  the  world  in  the  advance  of  the 
use  of  electricity  and  will  point  the  way  to  the  future. 
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PRIMER    OF    APPLIED   THERMODYNAMICS.' 

FOURTH  LECTURE. 

Three  Physical  States  of  Matter. 

The  number  three  seems  to  pervade  all  nature. 
The  triune  Deity,  the  three  Fates,  "the  third  time  is 
the  charm,"  and  a  thousand  daily  occurrences  bring  this 
to  mind.  In  the  animal  kingdom  we  find  a  beautiful 
and  striking  illustration.  The  larva,  tlien  the  cata- 
piJlar,  next  the  butterfly — three  distinct  forms.  The 
organism  in  each  case  seems  to  be  almost  unrecog- 
nizable when  changed  into  the  other. 

Were  it  not  for  its  exceedingly  common  occur- 
rence, the  three  physical  states  of  matter  would  be  per- 
haps the  most  wonderful  operation  of  the  magic  three 
known  to  our  natural  experience.  We  shall  now  take 
the  most  common  substance  of  all  and  trace  its  changes 
from  the  solid  to  the  liquid,  and  then  to  the  gaseous 
state  and  see  the  role  that  heat  forces  or  principles  of 
thermodynamics  play  in  bringing  about  these  physical 
changes. 

Let  us  suppose  we  have  before  us  one  pound  of  ice 
at  0°  F.  We  now  begin  to  heat  the  ice,  raising  its 
temperature  finally  to  32°  F.,  which  we  have  found 
is  its  melting  point.  It  has  required  a  definite  amount 
01  heat  to  raise  the  ice  to  this  temperature,  nearly  J^ 
B.t.u.  for  each  degree.  At  32°  F.  a  peculiar  thing  hap- 
l-cns.  We  continue  to  apply  heat,  but  no  change  in 
temperature  occurs  until  an  additional  144  B.t.u.  are 
added  when  we  find  that  the  ice  has  been  entirely 
melted  into  a  liquid  which  we  call  water.  We  now  con-. 
tinue  to  apply  heat  and  once  again  we  find  that  the 
temperature  begins  to" rise;  this  time,  however,  almost 
twice  as  much  heat  in  proportion  to  the  amount  for 
the  ice  is  reqniied  to  raise  the  temperature  one  degree. 
In  other  words,  practically  1  B.t.u.  per  degree  is  re- 
riuired.  Upon  continuing  to  supply  heat,  the  tempera- 
ture continues  to  rise  till  180  B.t.u.  have  been  supplied, 
Jiod  consequently  the  temperature  of  the  water  has  be- 
come 212°  F.  under  ordinary  conditions  of  atmos- 
pheric pressure.  At  this  point  once  again  we  con- 
tinue to  apply  heat.  Then  it  will  be  found  the  tem- 
perature is  not  altered  until  we  have  this  time  sup- 
plied the  enormous  amount  of  970.4  Bt.u.  when  it  will 
be  found  that  the  entire  pound  of  water  has  disap- 
peared in  the  form  of  a  vapory  gas  known  as  steam. 
If  now,  we  have  the  steam  cooped  up  so  that  it  can  be 
held  together,  once  again  we  can  supply  heat  and  once 
again  the  temperature  will  begin  to  rise  and  once  again 
tie  quantity  necessary  for  each  degree  is  different. 

The  first  condition  above  cited  is  familiarly  known 
as  the  solid  and  the  heat  applied  is  known  as  sensible 
beat.  When  the  heat  is  applied  to  the  melting  ice 
■\-.  ithout  raising  its  temperature,  the  heat  energy  is 
said  to  become  latent  and  the  quantity  necessary  to 
melt  one  pound  of  ice  is  known  as  the  Latent  heat  of 
I'usion.  Again,  when  the  ice  has  been  entirely  con- 
verted into  the  liquid  state  or  water  and  heat  again 
applied  until  its  boiling  point  or  point  of  ebullition  is 
reached,  this  particular  heat  applied  is  known  as  sen- 
sible heat.  At  this  point  latent  heat  is  again  neces- 
sary to  evaporate  the  water  and  change  it  from  the 


liquid  into  the  gaseous  state.  The  amount  of  heat 
necessary  to  be  supplied  in  this  case  is  known  as  the 
latent  heat  of  vaporization.  In  the  case  of  water  Hen- 
ning  has  given  the  following  equation: 
r=  141.124  (689  — t)  0-3i2i9 
in  which  r  is  the  latent  heat  of  vaporation  and  t  the 
Temperature  in  Fahrenheit  degrees. 

In  engineering  practice,  except  in  calculations  for 
cold  storage  plants,  we  do  not  make  use  of  water  or  ice 
below  32°  F.  Hence  our  steam  table  computations 
use  32°  F.  as  the  starting  point.  In  the  vaporization 
of  any  liquid,  then,  that  quantity  of  heat  which  is 
absorbed  in  raising  the  temperature  from  32°  F.  to 
the  temperature  of  ebullition  corresponding  to  the 
particular  pressure  at  which  vaporization  occurs  is  the 
sensible  heat  of  the  liquid,  and  in  engineering  practice  is 
known  as  the  "heat  of  the  liquid." 

In  our  illustration  above  we  assumed  that  the  boil- 
ing point  of  water  was  212°  F.  This  is  true  under 
ordinary  atmospheric  pressure.  The  boiling  point, 
however,  is  a  variable  quantit}^  and  it  is  most  essen- 
tial that  at  this  time  we  straighten  any  difficulty  or 
lack  of  clearness  we  may  have  regarding  this  feature. 


'A  re.sume.  devoid  of  higher  niathematic!!,  covering  the  essen- 
tials of  a  series  of  lectures  now  being  given  by  the  editor  of 
this  Journal  before  the  Senior  Mechanical  Engineering  students 
at    the    University    of   California. 


Fig.  11. 


It  is  the  experience  of  mountaineers  that  on  very 
high  mountains,  it  is  difficult  or  next  to  impossible  to 
boil  eggs,  because  the  water  does  not  get  hot  enough 
or,  in  a  word,  the  water  boils  far  less  than  212°  F.  on  a 
high  mountain.  Evidently,  then,  atmospheric  pres- 
sure is  the  determining  feature.  That  this  is  true  can 
be  shown  in  a  physical  laboratory,  for  by  still  further 
leducing  the  pressure,  water  can  be  practically  made 
lo  boil  at  its  freezing  point.  In  fact  some  physical  sub- 
stances do  actually  change  from  the  solid  to  the 
gaseous  state  without  the  intervening  liquid  change. 
This  is  known  as  sublimation.  The  important  point 
to  recall  so  far  as  water  is  concerned  and  its  engineer- 
ing application  in  thermodynamics,  is  that  the  vary- 
ing of  the  boiling  point  due  to  pressure  necessary  va- 
ries the  heat  of  liquid  necessary  to  raise  the  temper- 
ature of  the  liquid    to    evaporation.     Under    atmos- 
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pheric  conditions  we  have  seen  that  this  requires 
180  B.t.u.,  but  it  will  be  proportionately  more  or  less 
according  as  the  pressure  is  more  or  less  than  atmos- 
pheric pressure ;  that  is,  14.7  lb.  per  sq.  in. 

.  The  question  of  pressure,  then,  has  introduced 
jinother  cardinal  property  of  matter  with  which  it  will 
be  necessary  for  us  to  concern  ourselves  in  the  study 
of  thermodynamics.  A  cardinal  or  integral  property 
of  a  substance  is  any  property  which  is  fully  defined 
by  the  immediate  state  of  the  substance.  Any  two  or 
three  cardinal  properties  of  a  substance  may  be  used 
as  coordinates  in  a  graphic  representation  of  the  state 
of  the  substance.  In  the  study  of  thermodynamics 
we  concern  ourselves  with  six  cardinal  properties  of 
matter.  In  addition  to  pressure,  volume,  and  temper- 
ature, we  shall  later  study  internal  energy,  entropy, 
and,  for  wet  vapors,  dryness.  The  first  general  prin- 
ciple of  thermodynamics  is  that  if  two  of  the  three 
named  cardinal  properties  are  known,  these  two  enable 
us  to  calculate  the  third. 

In  practice,  pressures  are  measured  largely  by 
means  of  a  so-called  Bourdon  pressure  gauge.  A 
Bourdon  pressure  gauge,  shown  in  Fig.  11,  is  used  to 
indicate  the  steam  pressure.  The  tube  A  is  formed 
from  a  circular  tube  which  has  been  flattened  until 
ihe  cross-section  is  similar  to  that  shown  in  Fig.  12 
as  illustrated  and  explained  by  Spangler,  Greene  & 
Marshall  in  their  excellent  little  book  entitled  Ele- 
ments of  Steam  Engineering.  The  tube  is  then  bent 
into  an  arc  of  a  circle  and  the  end  attachments  brazed 
on.  If  the  tube  were  circular  in  section  the  applica- 
tion of  an  internal  pressure  would  not  cause  any  move- 
ment of  the  ends.  If  the  tube  has  a  flattened  section 
and  pressure  is  applied,  the  ends  will  move  outward  to 
a  larger  radius. 


Fig.  id. 


Fig.  13. 


The  action  of  such  a  tube  can  be  seen  from  a  con- 
sideration of  a  portion  of  the  tube  adcb,  shown  in  Fig. 
12.  The  lines  ad  and  Ijc  represent  cross-sections  of 
the  tube  perpendicular  to  the  center  line.  The  inter- 
section of  these  lines  determines  the  center  O  of  the 
■circle  to  which  the  tube  has  been  bent.  If  internal 
pressure  be  applied  to  the  tube,  the  flattened  surfaces 
open  out,  ab  taking  the  position  a'b'  and  cd  the  po- 
sition c'd'.  These  lengths  are  not  materially  changed 
by  this  action  and  a'd'  and  b'c'  are  the  new  positions 
i.f  the  sections  considered.  Continuing  these  lines  gives 
the  new  center  O'  of  the  arc  of  this  portion  under  the 
new  conditions.  Since  the  section  considered  is  any 
section,  the  action  is  the  same  for  the  whole  tube,  and 
as  the  radii  are  larger,  the  free  end  of  the  tube  must 


have  mo\ed  outward,  as  shown  in  Fig.  13.     Hence  by 
proper  graduations  an  accurate  gauge  is  easily  devised. 

Practically  all  of  the  pressure  gauges  used  in  prac- 
tice read  above  atmospheric  pressure,  or,  in  other 
words,  to  get  the  real  or  absolute  pressure,  14.7  lb.  per 
sq.  in.  must  be  added.  The  use  of  condensing  engines 
!ias  necessitated  the  employing  of  some  device  to  read 
pressures  below  atmospheric  pressure.  A  very  cum- 
bersome device,  or  rather  a  cumbersome  scale,  is  em- 
ployed, but  since  it  is  the  one  in  common  use  we  must 
look  into  its  make-up.  Now  it  is  found  that  a  column 
of  mercury  29.6  inches  high  v.'ill  just  balance  the  at- 
mospheric pressure.  A  column  of  mercury  1  sq.  in.  in 
.'■section  and  29.6  inches  high  weighs  14.7  lb.  Hence 
2','  6  inches  of  mercury  are  equivalent  to  14.7  lb.  pres- 
rure.  If  now  a  pressure  is  measured  which  shows  but. 
19.6  in.  of  mercury,  evidently  the  pressure  has  been 
1  educed  by  10  inches,  or  we  say  10  in.  of  vacuum  exists. 
Since  29.6  in.  of  mercury  correspond  to  14.7  lb.  pres- 
.cure,  evidently  each  in.  of  vacuum  represents  very  ap- 
proximately a  reduction  of  J^  lb.  below  atmospheric 
pressure.  It  is  of  the  greatest  importance  in  speaking 
of  pressure  that  you  should  be  sure  whether  your 
."-tarting  point  is  atmospheric  or  absolute,  and  then 
base  your  computations  accordingl}"-. 

In  speaking  of  the  rise  in  temperature  of  a  sub- 
stance, the  amount  of  heat  required  to  raise  its  temper- 
ature, 1  degree  Fahrenheit  is  called  its  specific  heat. 
We  shall  find  that  this  amount  of  heat  varies  widely 
for  different  substances,  and  in  fact  varies  somewhat 
in  each  substance  for  different  temperatures.  In  the 
case  of  water,  for  example,  we  speak  of  its  specific  heat 
as  being  unity,  while  to  be  exact,  its  specific  heat  ac- 
cording to  Regnault  is  as  follows : 

Specific   heat  =  1  +  0.0004   t  +  0.0000009   t=. 
In  which  t  is  the  temperature  in  Centigrade  scale. 

For  the  case  of  solids  and  liquids  a  list  illustrative 
oi  the  various  specific  heats  of  substances  is  appended. 
V\  e  shall  reserve  the  question  of  specific  heats  of  gases 
I  ntil  a  later  lecture.  It  is  observed  that  water  has 
the  highest  specific  heat  of  all  liquids,  hydrogen  gas 
being  the  only  other  substance  of  greater  heat  ab- 
sorbing capacity.  A  general  law  is  also  seen  that 
the  specific  heat  becomes  greater  in  the  liquid  than 
m  the  solid  and  again  less  in  the  gaseous  state. 
Aside  from  the  fact  that  its  bountiful  distribution  in 
nature  makes  its  use  in  engineering  important  as  a 
thermodynamic  medium,  the  large  specific  heat  of 
water  also  adds  materially  as  a  medium  for  strong 
energy. 

SPECIFIC  HEATS. 

Liquids. 


Solids. 

Copper     0951 

Gold    0324 

Wrought  iron    113s 

Cast    iron    1298 

Steel    (soft)    1165 

Steel    (hard)    1175 

Zinc     0956 

Brass    0939 

Glass    1937 

Lead     0314 

Platinum     0324 

Silver     0570 

Tin    0562 

Ice    5040 

Sulphur    2026 

Charcoal    2410 


W^ater    1.0000 

Alcohol    7000 

Mercury    0333 

Benzine    4500 

Glycerine    5550 

Lead     (melted) 0402 

Sulphur  (melted) 2340 

Tin    (melted)    0637 

Sulphuric    acid    3350 

Oil    of    turpentine 4260 


The  amount  of  heat  required  to  raise  a  unit  of 
weight  of  a  liquid  from  freezing  point  to  a  given  tem- 
perature and  to  vapori7:e  it  into  dry  saturated  vapor 
against   the   corresponding  temperature   is   called   the 
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total  heat.  Now  it  is  evident  from  this  definition  and 
from  the  definition  of  heat  of  a  hquid  previously  given 
in  this  lecture,  that  the  total  heat  of  vaporization  is 
equal  to  the  sum  of  the  heat  of  the  liquid  and  the  heat 
of  vaporization;  if  the  first  is  represented  by  q  and  the 
latter  by  r  then  H,  the  total  heat,  is  given  by  the  fol 
lowing  equation : 

H  =  r  +  q. 

Dr.  Harvey  N.  Davis  gives  for  the  total  heat  of 
steam  in  B.t.u.  per  pound, 

H  =  1150  4-0.3745   (t  — 212)  —0.000550  (t  — 212)' 
in  which  t  is  the  temperature  in  Fahrenheit  degrees. 

The  Economizer. 

As  an  application  of  the  heat  of  a  liquid  being  used 
in  engineering  practice  to  increase  the  economy  of  a 
steam    plant    we    shall    next    consider    the    so-called 


Fig.    14.      Green    Fuel    Economizer. 

Economizer.  In  our  last  lecture  we  found  under  the 
study  of  fuels  that  in  spite  of  every  care  we  may 
use  in  the  combustion  of  fuel,  still  an  enormous  num- 
ber of  heat  units  passed  up  the  chimney  unutilized. 
It  is  evident,  then,  if  some  method  can  be  devised  to 
still  further  absorb  the  heat  of  the  out-going  chimney 
gases  a  real    saving    can    be    made.     Chimney    gases 


usually  pass  up  the  flue  at  a  temperature  of  about 
500°  1-".  W'c  have  just  ;-een  that  a  certain  amount 
of  heat  is  required  to  raise  the  temperature  of  feed 
water  to  the  vaporization  point,  and  in  a  previous  lec- 
ture we  found  that  the  greater  the  difiference  in  tem- 
perature two  surfaces  are  relative  to  each  other 
when  placed  in  contact  the  more  readily  will  the 
v,'armer  element  part  with  its  heat.  If  now  we  can 
bring  the  cool  feed  water  in  contact  with  the  hot  out- 
going gases  an  economy  can  be  brought  about  by 
still  further  reducing  the  temperature  of  the  flue-gases, 
thus  causing  them  to  part  with  considerable  heat  that 
would  otherwise  be  wasted.  Such  a  device  is  known 
in  engineering  practice  as  an  Economizer.  By  a  care- 
ful installation  an  Economizer  may  be  made  to  heat 
the  feed-water  as  high  as  300°  F.  or  more,  whereas  no 
ordinar}'  exhaust-steam  heater,  which  we  shall  later 
st^ld3^  can  possibly  produce  a  temperature  higher  than 
212°  F.  It  is  evident  since  the  specific  heat  of  water 
IS  vei-y  close  to  unity,  the  gain  by  heating  feed  water 
is  about  1  B.t.u.  per  pound  of  steam  for  each  degree 
heated ;  or  since  the  average  steam  contains  1000  B.t.u. 
net  as  we  shall  later  find,  the  gain  is  about  1  per  cent 
for  each  10°  that  the  temperature  is  so  raised.     To  be 


exact  the  gain  is 


H 


Q 


in  which  Q  is  the  total  heat 


of  the  steam  gained  from  the  temperature  of  feed  to 
the  state  at  evaporation  and  h  and  H  the  total  heats 
in  the  water  before  and  after  heating.  Now  if  tc  and  t 
be  the  temperatures  of  the  flue  gases  and  steam,  re- 
spectively, W  the  weight,  and  S  the  mean  specific  heat 
rif  the  chimney  gases  (usuall}'  about. 0.24),  the  max- 
imum saving  that  can  be  efi^ected  by  a  perfect  econo- 
mizer is  WS  (tc  —  t).  Good  operation  decreases  W 
and  tc  and  thus  makes  the  possible  saving  small. 

A  typical  economizer  installation  is  that  shown 
in  Fig.  14,  which  is  known  in  the  trade  as  the  Green 
I'uel  Economizer.  In  order  that  the  economizer  may 
be  inspected  and  cleaned  from  time  to  time  an  ar- 
langement  is  always  made  for  by-passing  the  gases. 
The  device  consists  of  vertical  castiron  tubes  with 
connecting  headers  at  the  ends,  the  tubes  being  some- 
tiriies  staggered  so  that  the  gases  will  impinge  against 
them.  The  external  surface  of  the  tubes  is  kept  clean 
by  scrapers,  operated  from  a  small  steam  engine.  The 
tubes  obstruct  the  draft,  and  some  form  of  mechanical 
draft  is  employed  in  conjunction  with  economizers. 
About  4.8  sq.  ft.  of  economizer  surface  are  ordinarily 
used  per  boiler  horsepower. 

THERMOTWISTERS. 

1.  A  boiler  e\"aporates  3000  lb.  of  water  per  hour  from  a 
feed-water  temperature  of  200°  P.  to  dry  steam  at  160  lb.  pressure 
which  corresponds  to  a  temperature  of  363.6°  F.  What  is  its 
liorsepower? 

2.  In  the  above  problem  what  proportion  of  the  whole  heat 
in  the  fuel  is  carried  away  in  the  flue  gases,  if  their  tempera- 
ture is  600°  F.  assuming  the  specific  heats  of  the  gases  to  be 
constant?  The  initial  temperature  of  the  fuel  and  air  supplied 
is   0°    F. 

3.  In  the  second  problem,  what  would  be  the  percentage  of 
stiving  due  to  an  economizer  which  reduced  the  gas  temperature 
to  400°  F? 

SOI.UTIOV     OF     THERMOTWISTKRS     FOK     FIRST     lilSCTURE. 

1.  Tl:o  normal  temperature  of  the  human  body  Is  98.6°  F. 
Express   ill    Centigrade   and   Reaumur   degrees. 

Substituting  in  formulas  1  and  3,  page  209,  and  solving  for 
C,   we   have 

F  =  9/5C-|-32  or  98.6  =  9/5  C   -)- 32 

9/5  C  =  66.6  or  C  =  37.''0     Ans. 
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R  =  4/9   (F  — 32)   or  R  =  — (98.6— 32) 


or   R  =  29.6° 


Ans. 


2.  Compute  by  equations  given  above  at  what  temperature 
the  Fo,hrenheit  and  Centigrade  scales  read  alike.  Similarly 
for    the    Fahrenheit   and    Reaumur    scales. 

Evidently    the    scales    will    read    alike    when    F  =  C    in    the 
equation    F  =  9/5C  +  32,    hence    substituting    F=C,    we    have 
0  =  9/5  C  + 32,  or  0^-40°     Ans. 
Similarly   in   tlie  second  case,  R  must  equal  F  in  the  equa- 
tion R^4/9    (F  —  32),   hence   substituting  R  =  F,   we  have 
F  =  4/9    (F  —  32)    or  F  =  -25.6°      Ans. 

3.  Given  that  y  =  mx-|-b  is  an  equation  which  represents 
in  general  the  three  thermometer  scales  in  which  y  or  x  can  be 
either  F,  C  or  R.  Compute  the  two  constants  m  and  b  by  sub- 
stituting corresponding  values  on  scales  for  boiling  and  freez- 
ing point  of  water  and  thus  deduce  for  yourself  the  three 
equations    above. 

(1)  In  the  Fahrenheit-Centigrade  relationship — 
At   freezing   point   of  water   F  =  32,   C:^0.      Hence    substi- 
tuting in  y::^mx-|-b,  we  have  when  y  =  F  and  x::=C 

32=:mD-f  b,   or  b  =  32 
Again    at   boiling   point    of   water   F:=212,    C  =  100.     Hence 
substituting,   we   have 

212=im-100  +  b  nizmlOO -I- 32,    or    m=z9/5 
Therefore    in    y  :^  mx  +  b,    we    have 

F  =  9/5  0  +  32     Ans. 

(2)  In    the    Centigrade-Reaumur    relationship — 
At  freezing  point  of  water  C  =  0,  R  =  0.     Hence  substitut- 
ing in  y  =  mx-l-b,  we  have,  when  y  =  C  and  xz=R  — 

0  =  mO-|-b,  or  b  =  0 
Again    at    boiling    point    of    water    C  =  100,    R  =  SO.     Hence       t 
substituting,    we    have 

100  =  m-S0 -I- b  =  m-SO,   or   m=z:5/4_ 
Therefore    in    y  =  mx  +  b,    we    have    0  =  5/4'?   Ans. 

(3)  In   the    Reaumur-Fahrenheit   relationship — 
At   freezing   point   of   water   R  =  0,    F  =  32.      Hence   substi- 
tuting in  y  =  mx  +  b,  we  have  when  y^R  and  x  :^  F  — 

O^m-32  +  b,    or   b^-32    m    (a) 
Again    at   boiling   point    of    water    R^SO,    F  =  212.      Hence 
substituting,   we   have 

S0=:m-212 -I- b,   or  b^SO  —  212   m    (b) 
Eliminating   b   from    (a)    and    (b),   we   have 


-32  m: 


:S0- 


-212m,   or  m^ — .      Hence   b^ — 4/9    28/32 
9 


Therefore   in   y  =  mx  +  b,   we   have 

R=:4/9    F  —  4/9  32,    or   R^4/9    (F — 32) 


NINETEENTH     ANNUAL     CONVENTION 
PACIFIC  COAST  GAS  ASSOCIATION. 

It  was  a  notable  gathering 
that  met  in  Oakland  during  the 
past  week  and  one  that  will 
long  linger  in  the  memories  of 
all  those  who  attended  the  ses- 
sions of  the  annual  convention 
of  the  Pacific  Coast  Gas  Asso- 
ciation. 

Delegates  to  the  nineteenth  annual  convention  of 
the  Pacific  Coast  Gas  Association  gathered  at  For- 
esters' Hall,  Thirteenth  and  Clay  streets,  Oakland,  at 
10  o'clock  a.m.,  September  19th,  and  took  preliminary 
steps  toward  the  establishment  of  a  gas  engineer  de- 
gree at  the  University  of  California.  The  sum  of 
$6000  was  subscribed  by  members  of  the  association, 
who  agreed  to  pay  pledges  in  five  annual  installments 
unlil  the  required  sum  has  been  entirely  paid  up. 
John  A.  Britton  of  the  Pacific  Gas  and  Electric  Com- 
pany, secretary-treasurer  of  the  association,  originated 
the  idea. 

In  _  point  of  attendance  the  convention  was  the 
largest  which  has  ever  been  held  in  the  history  of  the 
as.sociation.  Frank  A.  Leach,  Jr.,  manager  of  the  Oak- 
land Gas,  Light  and  Heat  Company,  called  the  meeting 
to  order  as  president  of  the  association.  A  large  dele- 
gation of  Southern  California  gas  men   carried   large 


gilt  buttons  in  their  lapels  announcing  that  San  Diego 
aspired  to  the  annual  convention  next  year. 

Because  of  its  inactivity,  the  committee  appointed 
at  the  last  convention  of  the  association  to  prepare  for 
a  national  convention  in  San  Francisco  in  1915  was 
dissolved-,  and  John  A.  Briiton,  as  secretary,  read  a 
copy  of  an  invitation  issued  by  the  gas  corporations  of 
the  Pacific  Coast  to  the  officials  of  similar  concerns 
throughout  the  country  to  attend  a  national  congress 
in  San  Francisco  during  the  time  of  the  Panama-Pacific 
Exposition.  John  A.  Britton,  Leo  A.  Lowe,  VV.  B. 
Cline,  John  Martin  and  George  H.  Collins  were  ap- 
pointed to  look  after  the  affairs  of  the  national  gather- 
ing to  be  held  here  in  1915. 

Leach,  in  his  opening  address,  talked  of  the  new- 
corporation  tax,  and  also  spoke  strongly  against  the 
employers'  liability  act  and  gave  a  general  discussion 
of  the  various  amendments  which  artect  the  gas  men, 
and  which  will  be  voted  on  at  the  coming  election  next 
month. 

The  sessions  of  the  convention  continued  to  Thurs- 
day evening.  Wednesday  was  devoted  to  another 
business  session,  when  a  series  of  papers  were  read.  At 
7  o'clock  Wednesday  evening  a  banquet  was  served  to 
the  delegates  at  the  Key  Route  Inn.  On  Thursday  the 
delegates  made  a  tour  of  Oakland,  including  the  in- 
spection of  the  Standard  Oil  Works  at  Richmond. 
Luncheon  was  later  served  at  Piedmont  Park. 

At  the  banquet  on  Wednesday  evening  John  A. 
Britton  appeared  as  the  amiable  toastmaster  of  the 
occasion.  The  jovial  stunts  of  John  F.  Parker  and 
E.  T.  Van  der  Naillen,  the  former  as  songmaster  and 
"jollier,"  the  latter  as  burlesque  councilman  and  "Por- 
tugee,"   kept   the   banquet   in   a   roar   throughout   the 


Taking  it  all  in  all  the  nineteenth  annual  gathering 
of  the  Pacific  Coast  Gas  Association  will  go  down  into 
history  as  the  most  profitable  and  pleasant  gathering 
ever  undertaken  by  the  organization. 

The  entire  papers  presented  at  the  convention  will 
appear  in  the  columns  of  the  Journal  and  will  com- 
mence in  the  following  pages. 

The  papers  read  at  the  convention  are  as  follows : 

President's  Address Frank  A.  Leach,  Jr. 

Unstable  Hydrocarbons  in  Illuminating  Gas 

E.  C.  Jones 

Suburban  Gas  Distribution C.  S.  S.  Forney 

Rate  Fixing Prof.  C.  L.  Cory 

The  Napthalene  Problem  in  Oil  Gas  Manufacture 

and  Distribution F.  S.  Wade 

Early  Gas  Lighting W.  R.  Morgan 

Mechanical   Handling  of  Carbon   By-Products  of 

the  Oil  Gas  Process D.  J.  Young 

The  Gas  Meter W.  M.  DuVal 

Measures   Employed   to    Decrease   Complaints   of 

Customers San  Diego  Gas  Company 

Wrinkles p.  C.  Millard 

Experiences John  D.  Kuster 

Novelties John  Clements 

The  officers  for  the  Pacific  Coast  Gas  Association 
elected  at  the  meeting  Wednesday  are  William  Baur- 
hyte,  president;  H.  E.  Adams,  vice-president;  J.  A. 
Britton,  secretary;  H.  Bostwick,  assistant  secretary. 
The  directors  are  H.  C.  Keys,  C.  S.  Stants,  S.  W.  Cole- 
man, H.  H.  Jones,  C.  Halbertion  and  R.  Thompson. 
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PRESIDENT'S   ADDRESS. 

BY  FRANK  W.  LEACH,  JR. 

As  president  of  the  Pacific  Coast  Gas  Association 
and  as  a  citizen  of  Oakland,  I  am  very  pleased  to  wel- 
come you  here  this  morning  in  our  Nineteenth  An- 
nual Convention. 

The  year  just  finished  has  been  one  of  great  ac- 
tivity and  importance  to  the  gas  and  allied  industries 
on  the  Pacific  Coast.  There  has  been  an  ever-increas- 
ing demand  for  our  commodity.  New  avenues  for  out- 
put have  been  opened  and  established  sources  of  in- 
come enlarged.  The  field  for  industrial  appliances 
continues  to  increase  and  it  is  now  the  exception  to 
find  a  factory,  laundry  or  workshop  that  is  not  using 
gas  in  some  part  of  its  operation. 

There  has  been  an  increasing  demand  for  gas  for 
illumination  notwithstanding  the  great  improvement 
in  electric  incandescent  lamps  during  the  past  year. 
The  introduction  of  high-efficiency  electric  lamps  with 
their  long  white  rays  have  popularized  the  brilliant 
white  light  of  the  gas  arc  and  other  mantle  burners. 
The  manufacturers  of  gas  arcs  have  kept  pace  with  the 
improvements  of  electric  manufacturers  and  there  is 
today  a  strong  demand  for  this  form  of  illumination. 

Light  is  popularly  judged  by  comparison;  arti- 
ficial light  IS  compared  with  sunlight,  one  artificial 
illumination  with  another.  And  gentlemen,  from  my 
observation  of  present  day  gas  illumination,  we,  as 
gas  men,  have  no  apologies  to  make ;  nothing  to  fear ; 
simply  to  send  out  our  solicitors  and  the  business  is 
ours. 

There  has  been  introduced  a  new  inverted  double 
burner  for  street  illumination  which  is  being  installed 
in  this  city  with  great  satisfaction.  Already  approx- 
imately 500  have  been  installed  and  200  more  have 
been  ordered.  They  are  being  placed  in  the  thickly 
settled  residence  districts  where  the  sidewalks  are 
lined  with  shade  trees  and  where  the  old  form  of 
street  lighting  by  electric  arcs  300  feet  apart  was  prac- 
tically useless.  Thus  not  only  are  new  avenues  of 
revenue  opening  to  us,  but  also  are  we  again  coming 
into  our  own. 

The  extensive  development  of  the  oil  fields  has 
continued.  New  gushers  have  been  brought  in  with 
many  supplying  enormous  quantities  of  gas  at  great 
pressure.  This  gas  has  been  conserved  in  a  very 
limited  way  to  date.  Only  a  few  small  towns  in  the 
immediate  vicinity  are  supplied,  although  a  consid- 
erable quantity  is  being  used  under  boilers  in  the 
fields.  Reports  have  come  from  time  to  time  that  the 
gas  wells  were  already  showing  signs  of  giving  out; 
but  experienced  gas  men  from  the  Eastern  fields  say 
they  look  for  large  development  of  this  branch  of 
their  industry  in  the  near  future.  The  development 
of  many  individual  producers  of  varying  quality  of  oil 
has  caused  much  concern  to  the  gas  companies  buying 
from  distributing  companies.  The  difference  in  grav- 
ity and  impurities  is  sufficient  to  cause  great  incon- 
venience in  manufacture. 

The  advance  in  manufacture  has  been  confined 
mainly  to  refinement  in  our  well  established  systems 
of  oil  gas  which  have  come  into  general  use  in  Cali- 
fornia. The  use  of  residual  carbon  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  carbureted  water  gas  has  been  demonstrated 


a  success  and  it  is  now  possible  to  regulate  the  pro- 
duction of  carbon  within  the  limits  of  its  use  for  that 
purpose. 

Under  Senate  Constitutional  Amendment  No.  1, 
adopted  October  5,  1910,  becoming  effective  January 
1,  1911,  and  approved  by  the  citizens  of  California  un- 
under  the  Act  of  the  Legislature  (Chapter  335,  ap- 
proved April  1,  1911),  the  entire  system  of  taxation  for 
State  purposes  has  been  changed. 

Section  1  sets  forth :  "Taxes  levied,  assessed  and 
collected  as  hereinafter  provided  upon  railroads,  in- 
cluding street  railways,  whether  operated  in  one  or 
more  counties ;  sleeping  car,  dining  car,  drawing-room 
car  and  palace  car  companies,  refrigerator,  oil,  stock, 
fruit,  and  other  car-loaning  and  other  car  companies 
operating  upon  railroads  in  this  State ;  companies 
doing  express  business  on  any  railroad,  steamboat, 
vessel,  or  stage  line  in  this  State;  telegraph  companies, 
telephone  companies;  companies  engaged  in  the  trans- 
mission or  sale  of  gas  or  electricity ;  insurance  com- 
panies ;  banks,  banking  associations,  savings  and  loan 
societies,  and  trust  companies ;  and  taxes  upon  all 
franchises  of  every  kind  and  nature,  shall  be  entirely 
and  exclusively  for  State  purposes,  and  shall  be 
assessed  and  levied  by  the  State  Board  of  Equaliza- 
tion, and  collected  in  the  manner  hereinafter  pro- 
vided. The  word  'company'  and  the  word  'companies' 
as  used  in  this  act  shall  include  persons,  partnerships, 
joint  stock  associations,  companies,  and  corporations. 

Section  2 :  "All  railroad  companies,  including 
street  railways,  whether  operated  in  one  or  more  coun- 
ties ;  all  sleeping  car,  dining  car,  drawing-room  car 
and  palace  car  companies,  all  refrigerator,  oil,  stock, 
fruit,  and  other  car-loaning,  and  other  car  companies, 
operating  upon  the  railroads  in  this  State  ;  all  companies 
doing  express  business  on  any  railroad,  steamboat,  ves- 
sel, or  stage  line  in  this  State ;  all  telegraph  and  tele- 
phone companies;  and  all  companies  engaged  in  the 
transmission  or  sale  of  gas  or  electricity  shall  annually 
pay  to  the  State  a  tax  upon  their  franchises,  roadways, 
roadbeds,  rails,  rolling  stock,  poles,  wires,  pipes,  canals, 
duits,  rights  of  way,  and  other  property,  or  any  part 
thereof,  used  exclusively  in  the  operation  of  their  busi- 
ness in  this  State,  computed  as  follows :  Said  tax 
shall  be  equal  to  the  percentages  hereinafter  fixed 
upon  the  gross  receipts  from  operation  of  such  com- 
panies and  each  thereof  within  this  State.  When 
such  companies  are  operating  partly  within  and  partly 
without  this  State,  the  gross  receipts  within  this  State 
shall  be  deemed  to  be  all  receipts  on  business  begin- 
ning and  ending  within  this  State,  and  a  proportion, 
based  upon  the  proportion  of  the  mileage  within  this 
State  to  the  entire  mileage  over  which  such  business  is 
done,  of  receipts  on  all  business  passing  through,  into, 
or  out  of  this  State. 

"The  percentages  above  mentioned  shall  be  as 
follows  :  On  all  railroad  companies,  including  street  rail- 
ways, four  per  cent;  on  all  sleeping  car.  dining  car, 
drawing-room  car,  palace  car  companies,  refrigerator, 
oil,  stock,  fruit,  and  other  car-loaning,  and  other  car 
companies,  three  per  cent;  on  all  companies  doing  ex- 
press business  on  any  railroad,  steamboat,  vessel  or 
stage  line,  two  per  cent ;  on  all  telegraph  and  telephone 
companies,  three  and  one-half  per  cent;  on  all  com- 


270 


JOURNAL    OF    ELECTRICITY,    POWER   AND    GAS 


[Vol.  xxvn— No.  13 


panies  engaged  in  the  transmission  or  sale  of  gas 
or  electricity,  four  per  cent.  Such  taxes  shall  be  in 
lieu  of  all  other  taxes  and  licenses,  State,  county,  and 
municipal,  upon  the  property  above  enumerated  of  such 
companies  except  as  otherwise  provided  in  section 
fourteen  of  article  thirteen  of  the  constitution  of  this 
State,  and  as  provided  in  section  twenty-two  of  article 
four  of  said  constitution. 

"The  word  'municipal'  as  used  in  this  act  shall 
apply  to  incoroprated  towns  and  cities  formed  under 
article  eleven  of  the  constitution  of  this  State  and  to 
none  other." 

The  preparation  of  reports  required  by  the  State 
Board  of  Equalization  entailed  a  great  burden  upon 
the  companies  coming  within  the  law  and  the  4  per 
cent  of  gross  receipts  assessed  to  gas  and  electric 
companies  has  added  materially  to  the  total  taxes  paid. 
The  total  receipts  of  these  companies  in  California  for 
the  year  ending  December  31,  1910,  was  $30,458,313, 
producing  over  $1,200,000,  over  10  per  cent  of  the 
total  amount  of  taxes  raised  for  State  purposes. 

On  September  1,  1911,  Senate  Bill  No  .14  passed 
by  the  Legislature  went  into  effect,  relating  to  the 
liability  of  employers  for  injuries  or  death  sustained 
by  their  employees,  providing  for  compensation  for  the 
accidental  injury  of  employees,  established  an  in- 
dustrial accident  board  to  be  appointed  by  the  Gov- 
ernor, making  an  appropriation  therefor,  defining  its 
powers  and  providing  for  a  review  of  its  awards. 

The  terms  of  this  Act  are  yet  optional  so  far  as 
assuming  the  fixed  basis  of  compensation  is  concerned. 
The  act  fixes  the  amount  to  be  paid  in  all  cases  from 
slight  injuries  to  death.  (But  nothing  is  allowed  if  the 
period  of  disability  does  not  last  more  than  a  week.) 
All  disputes  between  injured  workmen  and  their  em- 
ployers are  to  be  adjusted  by  an  "Industrial  Accident 
Board"  to  be  appointed  by  the  Governor.  Appeals  lie  to 
the  Superior  Court  and  then  to  the  Supreme  Court, 
but  only  as  to  the  question  of  fraud  and  to  the  suffi- 
ciency of  the  facts  to  support  the  findings  of  the  Board. 
All  such  appeals  are  to  be  given  preference  on  the 
court  calendar.  But  whether  accepted  or  not,  the  old 
defenses  of  contributory  negligence,  assumed  risk  and 
negligence  of  fellow  servants,  are  repealed.  In  other 
words,  if  an  employer  chooses  to  place  himself  within 
the  act,  his  responsibility  and  damage  are  clearly  de- 
termined thereby;  if  he  does  not,  he  must  defend  him- 
self in  ordinary  actions  at  law,  but  without  the  de- 
fenses above  named,  and  without  limit  as  to  how  much 
a  jury  may  award  in  damages.  The  only  negligence 
of  the  employee  which  will  bar  recovery  is  "willful 
misconduct." 

At  our  next  election  in  October,  an  amendment 
will  be  placed  before  the  people  to  remove  the  optional 
phase  of  the  act,  and  make  the  acceptance  of  the  fixed 
compensation  compulsory.  This  form  of  legislation 
has  become  popular,  not  only  in  California,  but  in 
many  other  States.  There  is  no  doubt  that  all  con- 
cerned would  be  greatly  benefited  by  regulations 
which  would  procure  for  the  injuried  a  larger  portion 
of  the  amount  paid  by  the  employer.  At  present,  much 
less  than  50  per  cent  reaches  the  injured.  The  balance 
is  consumed  in  expenses.  Much  anxiety  has  been  felt 
by  employers  on  account  of  the  act ;  but  just  how  great 


a  burden  it  may  prove  to  be  is  yet  to  be  demonstrated. 

At  our  last  meeting  President  Cline  called  atten- 
tion to  the  desirability  of  a  Public  Service  Commission 
for  the  State  of  California  along  the  lines  of  those 
established  by  other  States.  Two  amendments  to  the 
consideration  have  been  approved  for  submission  to  the 
people  in  October — Assembly  Constitutional  Amend- 
ment No.  6  enlarging  the  number  of  Railroad  Commis- 
sioners to  5,  and  Senate  Constitutional  Amendment 
No.  47  enlarging  the  powers  of  that  Commission. 
This  makes  it  optional  for  cities  by  majority  vote  to  re- 
tain unto  themselves  the  right  to  regulate  public  utili- 
ties as  heretofore  and  also  to  recover  such  right  even 
after  it  has  been  surrendered  to  the  State  Railroad 
Commission. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  California  cannot  have 
a  Commission  with  complete  control  similar  to  the 
other  progressive  States  where  so  much  has  been  ac- 
complished. The  State  of  Nevada  has  adopted  and  is 
now  working  under  a  Public  Service  Commission  very 
similar  to  the  Wisconsin  Commission  and,  although 
its  field  of  labor  is  limited,  it  is  handling  the  problems 
in  a  progressive  manner. 

The  absolute  necessity  for  such  a  Commission  is 
demonstrated  in  Los  Angeles's  experience.  Their  Local 
Board  of  Public  Utilities  clothed  with  extraordinary 
powers,  was  repudiated  by  the  City  Council  in  its  de- 
sire to  meet  with  'popular  approval  after  exhaustive 
investigation  and  report  by  high-priced  experts. 

The  settlement  of  the  San  Francisco  Rate  Case 
by  compromise  has  disposed  of  the  most  important 
litigation  of  interest  to  gas  men.  There  have  been 
many  minor  cases  of  damage,  etc.  The  California 
District  Court  of  Appeals,  115  Pac.  754,  Fair  vs.  Nome 
Gas  &  Electric  Company,  has  sustained  the  findings 
of  the  Lower  Court  upholding  the  provisions  of  Sec- 
tion 629,  California  Civil  Code,  regulating  the  furnish- 
ing of  service  when  the  consumer  is  within  100  feet 
of  the  main. 

The  labor  situation,  so  far  as  the  gas  industry  is 
concerned,  has  been  very  satisfactory  during  the  last 
year.  The  wonderful  growth  of  all  the  cities  on  the 
Coast  has  required  very  extensive  construction  work, 
keeping  large  numbers  of  men  employed  during  the 
entire  year.  While  the  agitator  is  always  with  us,  I 
believe  there  exists  a  better  feeling  between  the  gas 
companies  and  their  men  than  in  almost  any  other 
calling. 

Pursuant  to  instructions  given  at  the  last  con- 
vention, a  committee  was  appointed  for  the  purpose 
of  arranging  for  the  Congress  of  Gas  Men  to  be  held 
in  San  Francisco  during  the  Panama-Pacific  Expo- 
sition in  1915.  Invitations  to.  participate  have  been 
sent  to  the  General  Associations  and  I  beHeve  a  con- 
tinuance of  our  effort  will  result  in  the  greatest  gath- 
ering of  gas  men  ever  convened. 

At  this  time  I  wish  to  thank  the  officers  of  the 
Association  for  their  hearty  co-operation  during  the 
year,  and  especially  in  preparation  foi-  this  conven- 
tion. I  also  desire  to  thank  those  who  have  gener- 
ously given  their  time  in  the  preparation  of  the  papers 
to  be  read  before  this  meeting.  Subjects  of  most  vital 
importance  are  before  us  and  I  trust  that  all  present 
will  take  an  active  part  in  their  discussion. 
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THE  GAS  METER. 

BY    W.    M.    DU   VAL. 

I  want  to  begin  by  saying  that  I  am  indebted  to 
Mr.  William  McDonald  of  Albany,  N.  Y.,  for  much 
of  the  data  contained  in  this  paper. 

From  the  time  James  Murdock  in  1792  first  man- 
ufactured gas  for  commercial,  or  as  King  says,  for 
economical  purposes,  until  about  the  year  1820,  there 
was  no  way  of  ascertaining  how  much  gas  was  used, 
excepting  by  counting  the  number  of  burners  used 
and  guessing  at  the  amount  each  burner  consumed 
per  hour,  or  some  other  period. 

This  proved  a  very  unsatisfactory  way  of  selling 
gas,  as  the  unscrupulous  consumer  always  got  the  best 
of  it,  and  the  honest  one  the  worst,  and  it  is  a  fact 
that  until  some  method  of  measuring  gas  was  obtained 
all  attempts  to  sell  gas  commercially  were  financial 
failures. 

So  those  engaged  in  the  manufacture  and  sale 
of  gas  soon  realized  the  necessity  of  securing  some 
instrument  that  would  inform  them  how  much  was 
being  used,  and  set  themselves  seriously  to  accom- 
plish what  must  have  seemed  to  them  an  exceedingly 
difficult  task. 

It  is  not  the  intention  here  to  undertake  to  de- 
scribe the  mechanical  details  of  these  first  attempts 
at  meter  making,  as  they  are  fully  described  in  King's 
"Treatise  on  Coal  Gas,"  and  so  far  as  wet  meters  are 
concerned,  in  a  paper  on  Station  Meters  by  Mr.  Donald 
McDonald,  of  Albany,  N.  Y.,  and  read  at  the  Con- 
gress of  Gas  Associations  in  June,  1904. 

It  may  be  said  briefly,  however,  that,  spurred 
on  by  the  necessity  for  a  measure  of  some  kind,  Sam- 
uel Clegg  early  in  1815  made  the  first  known  attempt 
to  make  a  gas  measuring  machine.  It  was  a  crude 
attempt  and  would  not  work  practically.  His  second 
attempt  was  made  in  December,  1815,  and  he  suc- 
ceeded so  far  as  to  have  his  measure  styled  "The  First 
Gas  Meter."  In  1817  and  1818  Mr.  John  Malam 
greatly  improved  Clegg's  meter,  and  it  was  again 
improved  and  made  practical  by  Samuel  Crosley,  who 
became  possessed  of  Clegg's  patents  in  the  year  1819 
or  1820. 

In  1820  the  manufacture  of  wet  gas  meters  was 
commenced  and  carried  on  as  a  regular  business,  and 
the  sellers  of  gas  gradually  began  their  use.  As  an 
illustration  of  conditions,  I  quote  the  following  from 
the  prospectus  issued  by  the  Edinburgh  Oil-Gas  Light 
Co.  in  1824: 

"The  directors  of  this  company  beg  leave  to  an- 
nounce to  the  inhabitants  of  Edinburgh,  that  they  will 
be  ready  early  in  November  next,  to  supply  them  with 
a  light,  which,  for  brilliancy,  cleanliness,  and  economy, 
has  not  yet  been  equalled." 

"To  suit  the  convenience  of  customers,  they  have 
resolved  to  supply  them  with  meters,  through  which 
all  the  gas  passes,  and  is  registered  with  the  greatest 
accuracy.  By  this  plan  the  consumers  can  be  charged 
for  no  more  than  the  exact  quantity  consumed,  what- 
ever may  be  the  number  or  description  of  lights  em- 
ployed by  them.  Neither  are  they  limited  in  point  of 
time,  but  may  use  the  light  for  a  longer  or  shorter 
period  as  best  suits  them,  and  may  increase  or  dimin- 
ish the  quantity  at  pleasure." 


The  first  dry  meter  was  patented  by  John  Malam 
in  1820,  but  it  did  not  prove  to  be  of  any  practical 
value,  and  apparently  no  further  attempt  was  made 
to  secure  a  dry  meter  until  1833,  when  an  American 
named  Bogardus,  of  Baltimore,  invented  a  dry  meter 
which  was  patented  in  England  by  Mr.  Bery.  In  1836 
this  same  Bogardus  invented  another  machine  in- 
tended to  be  a  dry  meter,  but  it  apparently  was  never 
completed.  An  Englishman  named  Edge  became  the 
owner  of  Bogardus's  first  patents,  and  very  much  im- 
proved the  meter,  and  sold  the  rights  to  The  Dry 
Meter  Co.,  London,  who  made  an  attempt  to  manu- 
facture it  for  sale,  but  apparently  they  never  succeeded 
in  getting  it  on  the  market,  as  they  abandoned  its 
manufacture  in  a  comparatively  short  time. 

About  this  time  Mr.  Defries  invented  what  has 
been  known  since  as  the  three  diaphragm  round  meter, 
and  eventually  a  large  number  of  these  meters  were 
made  and  sold,  as  many  of  the  companies  on  the  Pacific 
Coast  know.  The  diaphragm  used  in  these  meters 
was,  and  is  still  known  as  the  "Defries  diaphragm," 
and  up  to  the  time  of  its  invention  and  manufacture 
was  altogether  the  best  dry  meter  that  had  yet  been 
made. 

King  says  that  it  is  not  an  exaggeration  to  say 
that  Mr.  W.  Richards  stands  in  the  same  relation 
to  the  dry  meter  that  John  Malam  does  to  the  wet. 
He  made-  it  a  measuring  instrument  insuring  more 
regularity  in  its  action  and  greater  accuracy  in  its  reg- 
istration than  any  that  had  been  previously  made.  This 
meter,  which  is  the  two  diaphragm  meter,  was  in- 
vented by  him  in  conjunction  with  Mr.  Croll  in  1844, 
and  with  some  modifications  is  today  the  meter  most 
largely  used  for  measuring  gas. 

Before  leaving  the  subject  of  wet  meters,  however, 
it  should  be  noted  that  nothing  has  ever  been  evolved 
that  would  satisfactorily  take  its  place  for  certain 
purposes.  As  a  station  meter  at  the  gas  works,  as  a 
philosophical  instrument  in  the  laboratory  or  photo- 
meter room,  its  place  is  practically  undisputed. 

Made  as  it  is  entirely  of  metal  on  the  principle  of 
a  screw  and  charged  with  water  to  such  a  height  as 
to  make  the  meter  operative,  it  constitutes  an  exact 
measure,  which  King  truly  says,  "May  be  placed 
among  the  most  beautiful  of  mechanical  inventions," 
and  which  as  he  suggests,  establishes  an  imperishable 
monument  to  the  names  of  Samuel  Clegg,  John  Ma- 
lam, Samuel  Crosley  and  William  Parkinson.  To 
these  names  must  now  be  added  the  name  of  C.  W. 
Hinman,  of  Boston. 

Mr.  Hinman's  achievement  was  not  so  much  in 
the  line  of  evolving  an  original  principle  in  measure- 
ment, as  it  was  in  the  application  of  the  principles 
which  Clegg  and  Crosley  had  laid  down,  but  he  per- 
fected these  principles  to  such  an  extent  as  to  con- 
stitute original  invention  along  the  line  of  utilizing 
to  a  greater  extent  than  ever  before  the  cubical  con- 
tents of  the  casing  of  the  meter,  and  by  his  arrange- 
ment of  measuring  partitions  a  drum  revolving  at  a 
periphery  speed  at  a  given  loss  of  pressure  not  here- 
tofore possible.  This  invention  has  been  so  success- 
ful as  to  make  station  meters  built  under  his  patents 
practically  part  of  the  standard  specifications  for  a 
gas  works  in  this  country. 
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While  the  dry  meter  was  invented  by  Richards 
and  Croll,  and  manufactured  by  them,  yet  it  seems  to 
have  been  Mr.  Thomas  Glover  who  improved  and 
simplified  and  put  on  the  market  large  quantities  of 
this  well-known  dry  gas  meter,  and  it  is  known  today 
as  the  "Glover  Two  Diaphragm  Slide  Valve  Meter." 
While  many  improvements  in  methods  of  construc- 
tion have  been  made  in  the  past  fifty  years,  the  me- 
chanical principles  of  this  meter  have  proved  to  be 
sound  and  it  stands  as  the  best  exemplification  of  a 
practical  consumer's  meter,  and  will  probably  so  re- 
main for  a  long  time  to  come. 

Especially  in  the  past  forty  years  there  have  been 
many  attempts  made  to  produce  measuring  devices 
that  would  be  superior  in  some  features  at  least,  or 
an  improvement  upon  the  two  diaphragm  slide  valve 
meter,  but  the  writer  believes  that  it  can  be  safely 
said  that  no  one  has  yet  succeeded  in  accomplishing 
this,  and  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  writer,  gathered  from 
as  many  sources  of  knowledge  on  this  subject  as  has 
been  possible  for  him  to  reach,  that  the  two  dia- 
phragm slide  valve  meter  in  a  tin  plate  case  will  con- 
tinue to  be  used  for  many  years  to  come  to  measure 
the  great  volume  of  gas  made  and  sold  for  domestic 
purposes. 

Wet  meters  had  been  in  use  for  some  time  on 
this  side  of  the  Atlantic,  when  Defries  and  Richards 
brought  out  their  dry  meters  in  England,  Before 
relating  briefly  the  story  of  the  making  of  the  first 
meters  in  this  country,  it  may  be  said,  that,  in  a 
general  way  the  gas  companies  here  found  themselves 
confronted  with  the  same  problem  that  the  English 
gas  makers  had  encountered,  in  that  it  was  necessary 
in  order  to  make  a  financial  success  of  the  business, 
to  find  some  accurate  means  of  determining  the 
amount  of  gas  used  by  each  consumer.  At  first  the 
gas  companies  here  as  in  England,  attempted  either 
to  manufacture  their  own  meters,  or  were  more  or  less 
financially  interested  in  the  enterprise,  but  this  rela- 
tion was  soon  discontinued  for  the  same  good  reasons 
that  gas  companies  do  not  today  engage  in  the 
business. 

The  relation  between  the  gas  company  and  its 
consumers  has  always  been  one  that  required  diplo- 
matic handling,  and  the  manufacture  of  its  own  meters 
by  the  gas  company  was,  and  is,  inadvisable,  if  for 
no  other  reason  than  the  obvious  one  that  the  gas 
company's  position  is  strengthened  by  being  able  to 
state  that  the  meters  by  which  the  consumer's  in- 
debtedness to  the  company  is  ascertained,  are  made 
by  disinterested  parties,  and  the  consumer  may,  there- 
fore, be  satisfied  that  the  determination  of  the  amount 
of  gas  consumed  is  correct.  So,  while  a  few  of  the 
early  gas  companies  did,  for  a  time,  make  some 
meters,  the  practice  was  soon  discontinued  and  the 
manufacture  of  meters  was  begun  independently  of 
the  gas  companies,  and  has  so  continued  up  to  the 
present  time. 

Not  the  least  of  the  pleasures  of  reading  history 
or  studying  the  record  of  the  accomplishments  of  the 
past,  is  to  find  some  reference  to  scenes  or  incidents 
which  occurred  in  localities  with  which  the  reader 
is  familiar,  and  particularly  when  such  reference  leads 
to  places  with  which  the  reader  is,  or  has  been  inti- 
mately associated.     Especially  is  this  true  when  the 


reference  brings  back  thoughts  of  home  to  him  who 
has  wandered  far  in  search  of  success. 

So  the  writer  knows  he  will  be  pardoned  when 
he  states  that  it  was  of  peculiar  interest  to  him,  proud 
as  he  is  of  his  Maryland  birth  and  rearing,  to  find  as 
he  browsed  among  the  early  records  of  gas  making 
in  this  country,  that  the  first  practical  meter  makers 
in  the  United  States  were  located  in  Baltimore.  The 
names  of  the  men  who  started^  this  enterprise  are  al- 
most forgotten,  and  the  little  shop  in  Concord  Street 
has  long  been  closed,  but  inquiry  on  the  writer's  part 
developed  the  fact  that  meters  bearing  the  badge  of 
Slaney  and  Collier,  or  the  Phoenix  Meter  Co.  occa- 
sionally turn  up  in  an  odd  lot  sent  in  for  repairs. 

Mr.  H.  C.  Slaney  contributed  a  paper  to  the  meet- 
ing of  the  American  Gas  Light  Association  in  Wash- 
ington in  1894,  in  which  he  gave  some  details  of  the 
early  Baltimore  meter  makers.  The  first  meter  was 
made  there  in  1832  by  James  Hill,  and  he  was  fol- 
lowed by  Mr.  John  Rogers  and  by  Mr.  John  M.  Slaney, 
whose  son  afterwards  took  in  Charles  Collier  as  part- 
ner and  started  the  shop  in  Concord  Street  in  1848. 
This  partnership  was  merged  into  the  Phoenix  Meter 
Co.,  which  was  liquidated  in  1859.  In  the  meantime, 
and,  in  fact,  shortly  after  meters  had  been  made  in 
Baltimore,  meter  making  had  begun  in  other  eastern 
cities :  in  1836  in  New  York ;  in  1837  in  Philadelphia ; 
in  1849  in  Boston,  and  in  1855  in  Albany. 

That  there  was  considerable  competition  in  the 
business  even  in  this  early  day  would  be  indicated 
by  the  following  extract  from  a  paper  contributed  by 
Mr.  Donald  McDonald  of  Albany,  under  the  head  of 
"Meters  and  Meter  Makers"  in  the  semi-centennial 
issue  of  the  American  Gas  Light  Journal  in  1909: 

"In  the  first  issue  of  this  Journal,  of  which  this 
number  is  the  semi-centenary,  there  appeared  the  ad- 
vertisement of  two  firms  of  meter  makers;  that  of 
Samuel  Down  of  New  York,  and  of  Code,  Hopper  & 
Gratz  of  Philadelphia.  In  Mr.  Down's  advertisement 
appears  the  following  paragraph  which,  read  in  the 
light  of  today,  has  in  it  a  considerable  element  of 
humor.  After  assuring  his  prospective  customers  of 
the  high  quality  of  the  meters  which  he  is  now  pro- 
ducing, he  continues  with  these  words :  'He  deems 
it  highly  necessary  to  place  gas  light  companies 
throughout  the  Union,  British  Provinces,  South  Amer- 
ica and  Cuba,  on  their  guard  against  all  parties  who 
are  industriously  endeavoring  to  introduce  to  their 
notice  patent  dry  gas  meters  constructed  precisely  in 
imitation  of  his,  but  with  Chinese-like  characteristics, 
not  fully  understanding  the  correct  principles  upon 
which  they  are  made.'  " 

It  is  not  within  the  scope  of  this  paper  to  at- 
tempt to  follow  the  fortunes  of  these  early  establish- 
ments, or  of  the  men  who  were  associated  with  them., 
except  to  note  that  these  men  have  been  among  those 
best  known  in  gas  circles,  and  many  of  them  have 
contributed  in  no  small  degree  to  the  substantial  pro- 
gress of  the  gas  business  both  on  the  engineering  and 
on  the  commercial  side. 

It  seems  proper  that  some  reference  should  be 
made  to  the  subject  of  prepayment  meters,  and  in 
looking  into  this  subject  the  writer  finds  that  the 
first  mention  of  such  a  device  in  the  patent  office  was 
in  1889,  when  R.  W.  Brownhill  secured  three  patents 
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in  this  country  on  a  device  which  he  had  previously 
patented  in  England  and  in  Germany,  and  which  he 
styled  "An  Apparatus  for  Vending  Gas."  He  was 
quickly  followed  by  Charles  Middlebrook,  with  fur- 
ther patents  by  Brownhill,  and  then  by  Sawyer  and 
Pur-ves,  W.  Cowan,  Darnel,  Orme,  G.  Carter,  J.  Hawk- 
yard,  J.  Gowe,  W.  A.  Thompson,  W.  N.  Milsted, 
R.  T.  and  J.  G.  Glover,  and  a  few  hundred  others 
too  numerous  to  mention,  two  of  them  being  here  in 
California. 

The  practical  manufacture  of  prepayment  meters 
began  in  England  in  1891  and  proved  successful  al- 
most from  the  start.  The  writer  is  informed  that  the 
first  prepayment  meters  sold  in  this  country  were 
made  by  the  American  Meter  Co.  under  Parkinson's 
patents  in  1893,  but  did  not  prove  very  successful. 
Like  all  new  things  that  succeed,  the  prepayment  meter 
was  a  development,  and  out  of  the  large  number  of 
men  who  tried  to  invent,  or  perfect  a  device  for  the 
purpose,  only  a  very  few  succeeded  in  making  a  pre- 
payment meter  that  by  its  simplicity  and  durability 
commended  itself  to  the  gas  companies  as  a  satis- 
factory article:  After  the  first  years  of  experiment 
and  with  the  discarding  of  innumerable  devices  that 
proved  to  be  useless,  two  or  three  types  of  automatic, 
or  as  we  call  them,  prepayment  meters,  came  to  be 
recognized  as  standard  articles  on  the  market,  and 
the  prepayment  meter  has  proved  to  be  a  great  help 
in  obtaining  consumers,  especially  among  the  middle 
and  poorer  classes  of  people,  and  there  are  today  a 
very  large  number  of  such  meters  in  use.  In  a  con- 
siderable number  of  smaller  manufacturing  towns, 
particularly  in  New  England,  the  local  gas  company 
has  a  greater  number  of  prepayment  customers  than 
any  other,  and  the  writer  notes  in  the  reports  given 
in  Brown's  Directory  for  1911,  that  in  one  New  Eng- 
land city  the  number  of  meters  in  use  is  given  as 
2,170,  of  which  only  30  are  not  of  the  prepayment 
type.  The  writer  believes  that  it  can  safely  be  said 
that  the  consumers  that  are  supplied  with  prepayment 
meters  are  as  a  class  the  best  satisfied  of  the  gas  com- 
panies' customers. 

I  will  also  refer  to  the  "Complaint"  meter,  first 
made  by  the  Maryland  Meter  Co.  of  Baltimore,  I  think 
about  1890.  This  meter  is  so  constructed  with  Seth 
Thomas  Clock  as  to  show  clearly  to  any  consumer 
the  amount  of  gas  consumed  during  each  hour,  day 
or  night,  and  is  a  "shelter  in  the  time  of  storm"  to 
clerks  in  the  office  of  many  gas  companies. 

In  preparing  this  modest  paper,  which  the  writer 
looks  upon  as  as  a  little  sermon  on  the  subject  with 
which  he  is  most  familiar,  he  cast  about  for  a  text, 
and  he  found  it  in  a  society  magazine  under  the  head 
of  definitions,  in  which  the  gas  meter  was  defined  as 
near  as  memory  recalls,  as  an  instrument  designed 
to  encourage  matrimony  by  inducing  economy  in 
illumination,  and  to  discourage  daily  baths.  Probably 
the  writer  of  this  epigram  had  no  thought  beyond  that 
of  gaining  a  smile  by  taking  a  fling  at  a  favored  target 
for  ridicule,  but  to  the  writer  there  was  contained,  in 
this  semi-humorous  remark,  a  text  that  furnished  food 
for  thought.  It  is  quite  unlikely  that  to  either  the 
ingenious  Malam  or  the  industrious  Clegg  did  the 
thought  occur  that  the  meter,  which  they  so  patiently 
tried  to  perfect  so  that  it  would  prove  to  be  an  accu- 


rate measure,  would  have  any  relation  to  the  cleanli- 
ness of  the  nation,  or,  to  carry  the  thought  a  little  fur- 
ther, on  the  preparation  of  the  world's  food  supply, 
and  yet  such  is  the  case. 

The  gas  that  is  measured  through  meters  that 
are  the  evolution  of  the  creation  of  Malam  and  Clegg 
is  largely  used  to  not  only  light  the  dark  places,  but 
to  cook  the  breakfast,  and  often  times  the  dinner  and 
supper,  of  the  better  part  of  the  civilized  world.  Yet 
more,  even  where  civilization  has  elapsed  into  the  al- 
most barbaric  splendor  of  the  lobster  palaces  of  the 
Great  White  Way,  do  we  find  the  Bunsen  Burner 
roasting  the  canvas-back  duck  or  broiling  the  tooth- 
some sweetbread,  and  the  more  modest  highways  are 
dotted  with  the  dairy  lunch  with  the  gas  heated  grid- 
dle cooking  flapjacks  for  the  million. 

And  as  for  baths,  the  meter  man  can  hardly  sup- 
ply the  demand  for  meters  for  the  measurement  of 
gas  sufficient  to  keep  the  household  comfortable  and 
in  hot  water.  Indeed,  a  little  reflection  will  show  that 
when  the  sarcastic  writer  referred  to  the  meter  as  a 
deterrent  of  bathing,  he  unconsciously  struck  a  cord 
that  covers  the  gamut  of  gas  making  from  1816  to  1911. 

The  Pacific  Gas  &  Electric  Company,  which  of 
course  includes  our  friend  Mr.  Leach's  division  here 
in  Oakland,  advertise  themselves  as  the  "house  of 
courtesy"  and  this  concern  is  managed  by  men  of  well 
known  truth  and  probity.  This  claim  of  theirs  will  not 
be  denied.  But  what  factor  in  their  whole  working 
corporate  body  is  most  conducive  to  this  happy  rela- 
tion between  them  and  their  customers?  .  Is  it  not 
the  correct  meter? 


MECHANICAL   HANDLING   OF   CARBON    BY- 
PRODUCT OF  THE  OIL  GAS  PROCESS. 

BT    D.    J.    TOUNG.' 

The  carbon  by-product  of  oil  gas  manufacture 
has  long  been  the  bug-a-boo  of  the  oil  gas  engineer. 
This  is  a  material  of  undoubted  value  which,  instead 
of  being  an  asset,  has  ,on  account  of  the  cost  of  re- 
covery, become  almost  a  liability.  Several  methods 
have  been  devised  for  handling  this  carbon,  which,  on 
a  small  scale,  were  fairly  successful,  but,  when  applied 
on  a  large  scale,  they  were  costly,  occupied  valuable 
ground  space,  and  did  not  give  the  satisfaction  which 
they  should.  The  large  amount  of  gas  which  the  Los 
Angeles  Gas  &  Electric  Corporation  was  making,  the 
very  high  value  of  land  in  the  neighborhood  of  our 
plant,  and  the  fact  that  the  former  method  was  un- 
satisfactory, forced  us  to  give  the  matter  a  most  care- 
ful study,  and  now  we  have  a  plant  which  I  believe 
has  solved  the  problem. 

Without  taking  the  time  to  detail  the  experiments, 
both  successful  and  unsuccessful,  which  we  have  made, 
I  will  describe  the  essential  features  of  our  equip- 
ment for  handling  this  by-product  from  the  time  it 
leaves  the  wash-box  of  the  generator  until  it  is  in 
a  finished  form,  and  I  wish  to  call  particular  attention 
to  the  fact  that  at  no  time  need  it  be  handled  except 
mechanically.  Portions  of  this  plant  are  not  yet 
completed,  but  the  first  installation  has  been  in  reg- 
ular operation  for  some  time  and  has  demonstrated 
that  the  principles  involved  are  correct. 


'Superintendent     ot    Gas     Manufacture, 
Electric  Corporation. 


Los     Angeles     and 
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From  the  wash-box  the  water,  which  contains 
the  carbon,  goes  into  a  seal  pot  near  the  operating 
board  of  the  generator,  which  seal  over-flows  through 
flumes  of  pipes  into  a  pit,  the  pit  caring  for  the  water 
from  all  the  generators.  The  water  contains  from  1 
per  cent  to  2  per  cent  carbon.  From  this  pit  it  is 
pumped  by  ordinary  centrifugal  pumps  to  our  carbon 
plant,  which  is  located  about  2000  feet  from  the  pump 
house.  These  centrifugal  pumps  give  excellent  serv- 
ice. The  water  is  delivered  from  these  pumps  into 
settling  tanks,  installed  in  duplicate  to  admit  of  clean- 
ing- 

In  these  settling  tanks  two  operations  are  per- 
formed. First:  all  heavier  particles,  such  as  stand- 
pipe  carbon,  ashes  and  balls  of  tar  are  precipitated  to 
the  bottom.  Second:  a  portion  of  the  water  is  re- 
moved. 

There  are  two -methods  for  removing  the  surplus 
water.  Each  is  essentially  a  canvas  filter  to  remove 
a  portion  of  the  water,  leaving  the  balance  of  the 
water  and  the  carbon  in  the  tank,  with  suitable  means 
for  keeping  the  carbon  from  packing  on  the  cinvas 
and  stopping  the  water  from  being  drawn  through. 
One  of  these  is  a  leaf  filter,  similar  to  those  common 
in  the  cyanide  process,  and  the  other  is  a  pan-cake  or 
disc  filter,  which  is  also  adapted  from  the  metallur- 
gist. By  these  methods  we  remove  from  50  per  cent 
to  75  per  cent  of  the  water,  but  sufficient  water  is 
left  with  the  carbon  so  that  it  is  fluid  and  can  be 
easily  handled  by  the  following  apparatus.  From 
the  settling  tanks  the  carbon  is  taken  into  a  contin- 
uous drum  separator.  I  will  describe  this  piece  of 
apparatus  a  little  more  fully,  as  it  is  the  most  im- 
portant feature  of  our  process. 

Briefly  this  separator  may  be  described  as  a  drum 
with  open  ends  11  ft.  6  in.  diameter  by  16  ft.  0  in. 
width  of  face  supported  on  a  horizontal  axis  in  a 
tank,  and  partially  submerged  in  the  liquid  or  pulp 
to  be  filtered.  The  outer  surface  of  the  drum  is  divided 
into  longitudinal  sections  and  covered  with  a  filtering 
medium.  Vacuum  is  applied  to  the  sections  and  as 
the  drum  revolves,  a  cake  of  carbon  forms  on  the  sur- 
face. As  the  sections  leave  the  liquid  the  cake  is 
dried  by  the  air  being  drawn  through.  Just  before 
any  one  section  enters  the  liquid  again,  air  under  low 
pressure  is  admitted  to  this  section  and  the  cake  of 
carbon  is  discharged  over  a  scraper  or  apron  resting 
on  the  drum.  The  cycle  is  then  repeated,  the  whole 
operation  being  continuous  and  automatic. 

The  following  is  a  detailed  description  of  the  sep- 
arator :  The  periphery  of  the  drum  is  built  of  redwood 


Diagram     Showing    Meclianical    Handling    of 

staves  firmly  bolted  to  cast  iron  spiders  with  steel 
arms,  and  is  made  absolutely  water  tight.  The  outer 
surface  of  the  redwood  staves  is  divided  into  a  series 
of  shallow  compartments  or  sections  with  their  divid- 
ing partitions  running  parallel  to  the  shaft.  In  each 
section  is  a  grating  of  grooved  wood  strips  on  top 
of  which  is  fastened  galvanized  wire  screen,  which 
serves  as  a  firm,  smooth  backing  for  the  filter  cloth. 
This  cloth  is  made  in  one  sheet  large  enough  to  cover 
the  whole  drum  and  is  stretched  tight,  being  held  in 
place  on  the  ends  by  rope  calked  into  a  groove  cast 
on  the  ends  of  the  spiders.  To  protect  the  filter  cloth 
from  wear,  to  hold  it  in  place  and  to  act  as  a  guide 
for  the  scraper.  No.  14  galvanized  steel  wire  is  wound 
tightly  around  the  drum,  spaced  about  %  in.  pitch. 
A  thin  steel  scraper  which  serves  to  remove  the  dried 
carbon,  rests  on  this  wire,  and  is  thus  kept  very  close 
to  the  filter  cloth  without  touching-  it. 

Each  compartment  is  connected  to  the  vacuum 
receiver  and  to  the  compressor  by  two  sets  of  pipes 
which  are  carried  radially  to  the  shaft,  and  then  pass 
in  two  concentric  circles  through  the  trunnion  to 
the  automatic  valve.  This  automatic  valve  consists 
of  a  flat  valve  plate  or  seat  into  which  are  screwed 
the  vacuum  and  compressed  air  pipes  leading  from 
the  various  compartments  in  two  concentric  circles 
of  12  ports  each.  The  valve  proper  is  stationary  and 
consists  of  a  cast  iron  chamber  which  is  ground  to 
fit  the  valve  seal.  In  the  face  of  the  valve  is  cut  an 
annular  slot  or  port,  which  registers  with  the  outer 
circles  of  holes.  Into  this  slot  is  fitted  an  adjustable 
bridge,  which  is  long  enough  to  at  all  times  cover 
one  port  in  the  valve  seat,  in  this  way  cutting  ofif  the 
vacuum  from  one  section  of  the  filter.  The  valve  is 
held  against  its  seat  by  atmospheric  pressure  and  is 
prevented  from  turning  by  an  adjustable  valve  stem. 
A  single  "blow"  port  is  placed  so  as  to  admit  com- 
pressed air  through  the  inner  circle  of  pipes  to  the 
section  from  which  the  vacuum  has  been  cut  off.  By 
means  of  this  valve,  each  section  in  succession  is 
"blown"  without  affecting  the  remaining  sections,  the 
cake  being  thus  released  and  the  pores  of  the  filter 
cloth  cleansed  at  each  revolution.  The  air  and  the 
water  from  the  sections  go  to  a  vacuum  receiver  which 
is  connected  to  the  wet  and  dry  vacuum  pumps.  The 
water  is  handled  by  a  water  sealed  centrifugal  pump, 
while  the  receiver  is  exhausted  by  a  dry  vacuum  pump. 
The  water  which  comes  from  both  this  separator  and 
the  disc  or  leaf  filter  is  practically  clear  and  can  be 
used  again  or  discarded,  as  the  needs  of  the  plant  call 
for. 
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Carbon  from  Generator  to  Briquet  Storage. 

The  carbon  as  delivered  by  this  separator  con- 
tains from  40  per  cent  to  50  per  cent  of  moisture, 
and  before  being  used,  it  must  be  further  dried.  We 
convey  this  carbon  direct  to  a  rotary  dryer,  very  sim- 
ilar to  a  cement  dryer  1  need  not  describe  this,  fur- 
ther than  to  say  that  it  is  a  very  satisfactory  machine, 
easy  of  operation  and  presents  no  operating  difficul- 
ties. I  would  note,  however,  that  we  get  the  best 
results  from  this  dryer  by  the  use  of  a  pyrometer, 
the  fire  end  of  which  is  placed  in  the  drying  cham- 
ber, enabling  us  to  maintain  a  regular  heat  and  get 
a  uniform  product.  The  carbon  is  delivered  from  this 
dryer  containing  from  15  per  cent  to  20  per  cent  moist- 
ure. It  is  then  carried  by  conveyors  to  a  screen  with 
about  y^  in.  mesh,  where  the  lumps  are  removed  and 
the  fine  carbon  is  deposited  into  a  bin.  This  bin  feeds 
direct  into  the  hopper  of  a  briquet  or  brick  press.  This 
press  is  similar  to  an  ordinary  pressed  brick  machine, 
slightly  modified  for  handling  carbon.  AVith  these 
presses  the  carbon  is  made  either  into  a  brick  form, 
for  water  gas  or  boiler  fuel,  or  into  a  briquet  for  a  com- 
mercial fuel.  The  briquets  or  bricks  are  carried  away 
from  this  machine  on  a  belt  conveyor  and  delivered 
into  cars,  wherein  they  are  carried  to  storage  yards. 

While  the  bricks  or  briquets  as  they  leave  the 
machine,  arei  apparently  very  strong,  they  are  not 
ready  for  use  until  they  have  been  seasoned  or  air- 
dried.  In  air-drying  the  briquets  we  pile  them  from 
four  to  six  feet  deep  and  leave  them  from  three  to  six 
weeks.  This  should  be  done  under  cover.  The 
briquets  as  we  make  them  are  cylindrical  in  form,  2j^ 
in.  in  diameter  by  2^^  in.  high. 

There  is  only  one  particular  feature  of  the  briquet 
press  that  should  be  mentioned,  and  that  is  the  use 
of  a  bronze  mold  box  and  dies,  in  preference  to  steel. 
On  account  of  the  very  great  pressure  that  is  employed 
in  the  presses,  the  wear  on  a  steel  mold  box  and  dies 
is  very  great,  and  furthermore,  the  steel  rusts,  which 
causes  trouble  on  account  of  carbon  sticking  to  the 
molds.  With  a  bronze  mold  box  and  dies,  there  is  no 
rusting,  and  consequently  no  sticking  of  carbon  to 
molds,  and  the  wear  is  much  less. 

Attached  is  a  diagrammatic  sketch  showing  each 
step  in  the  process  from  the  time  the  carbon  is  pro- 
duced in  the  generator  until  it  is  ready  to  be  used 
or  sold. 

The  cost  of  handling  carbon  by  this  method  is 
largely  dependent  on  local  conditions,  but  I  will  give 


of  labor  necessary.  It  is  obvious  that  the  cost  of  such 
items  as  pumping  and  conveying  is  dependent  on  the 
approximate  capacities  of  the  apparatus  and  amount 
distance  and  height  the  material  must  be  moved,  and 
under  very  advantageous  conditions,  this  travel  could 
be  almost  entirely  by  gravity. 

The  separator  requires  thirty  horsepower  to  op- 
erate and  the  machine  can  be  handled  by  one  man. 
Its  capacity  is  rated  in  gallons  of  water  and  not  tons 
of  carbon,  one  machine  handling  about  25,000  gal- 
lons per  minute,  and  removing  all  the  carbon  there- 
from. 

We  have  two  dryers,  one  of  forty  tons  and  one 
of  about  fifty-five  tons  per  day  capacity,  figured  on 
material  as  delivered  at  about  20  per  cent  moisture. 
Each  used  twenty  to  thirty  horsepower  and  requires 
one  attendant,  using  carbon  or  oil  for  fuel. 

We  have  two  briquet  presses,  each  of  four  tons 
per  hour  capacity.  It  requires  two  men  and  about 
thirty-five  horsepower  to  operate  each.  By  changing 
mold  box  and  dies,  bricks  can  be  made  on  these  presses. 
We  also  have  two  brick  presses,  one  of  two  tons  and 
one  of  one  ton  per  hour  capacity.  The  storage  of  bri- 
quets and  bricks  is  simply  a  question  of  location  and 
can  be  arranged  to  be  handled  very  cheaply. 

While  at  present  we  use  carbon  for  boiler  fuel 
and  water  gas  fuel,  and  manufacture  briquets  for  sale 
as  commercial  fuel,  our  experience  has  proven  that 
briquets  for  commercial  fuel  yield  the  greatest  value 
per  ton  for  the  carbon,  and  therefore  receive  first  con- 
sideration in  our  plant. 

As  to  the  market  for  briquets,  this  is  also  a  local 
condition,  but  with  the  prevailing  prices  for  coal  on 
the  Pacific  Coast,  the  market  should  be  easily  estab- 
lished, especially  in  view  of  the  admitted  superiority 
of  briquets  over  any  other  solid  fuel. 

The  following  is  an  average  analysis  of  the  bri- 
quets as  delivered  to  our  consumers: 

Moisture    3.94% 

Volatile   and  combustible   matter...    11.41 

Fixed     carbon     83.94 

Sulphur     .51 

Ash      20      100% 

British  Thermal  Units  per  pound.  ..14,540 

Tests  on  carbon  briquets,  made  according  to 
United  States  Government  specifications,  for  break- 
age, shows  results  which  are  very  favorable  compared 
with  either  coal  or  other  forms  of  briquets. 
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RATES  FOR  GAS  SERVICE. 

BY   C.   L.   CORY. 

In  all  probability  more  money  has  been  expended 
in  the  various  States  and  cities  of  the  Pacific  Coast 
during  the  past  decade,  either  directly  or  indirectly, 
in  connection  with  litigation  or  other  phases  in  deter- 
mining the  rates  for  gas  service,  than  has  been  the 
cost,  in  the  same  territory,  of  all  experimental  and 
other  related  scientific  and  engineering  work  of  im- 
proving the  methods  and  reducing  the  cost  of  the 
manufacture,  distribution  and  sale  of  gas.  Certainly, 
there  is  no  problem  connected  with  the  gas  industries 
more  important  than  that  of  rates.  There  is  a  spend- 
ing and  receiving  side  to  every  organization.  It  is  the 
difference  between  what  is  spent  to  provide  a  com- 
modity and  the  amount  for  which  the  commodity  in 
the  aggregate  is  sold  which  establishes  the  desira- 
bility of  the  business.  Unlimited  commendation  is  due 
the  gas  engineers  of  the  Pacific  Coast  for  the  work 
they  have  done  in  recent  years  to  improve  the  pro- 
cesses of  gas  manufacture,  including  all  of  the  notable 
advances  in  high  pressure  distribution  and  improve- 
ment of  service,  as  well  as  the  increased  economies 
and  reduced  cost  of  production.  It  is  but  natural, 
therefore,  that  we  should  be  equally  interested  in 
the  consumption  and  use  and  especially  the  proper 
rates  to  be  charged  for  gas,  not  only  from  the  stand- 
point of  the  manufacturing  companies,  but  quite  as 
much  must  the  consumer's  position  in  the  matter 
be  given  due  consideration. 

*The  term  "public  utility"  has  been  defined  as 
meaning  and  embracing  each  corporation,  company, 
firm,  individual  and  association,  such  as  express, 
telephone,  telegraph,  sleeping  car,  freight-line,  equip- 
ment, electric  light,  gas,  natural  gas,  pipe  line,  water- 
works, messenger,  signal,  union  depot,  water  trans- 
portation, heating  and  cooling  companies ;  street, 
steam,  suburban  and  interurban  railroad  companies ; 
also  any  plant  or  property  owned  or  operated  by 
such  companies,  corporations,  firms,  individuals  or 
associations. 

It  is  such  companies  as  above  indicated  that  pro- 
vide service  to  the  public,  and  the  rates  for  such  serv- 
ice should  be  based  primarily  upon  the  cost  of  pro- 
viding adequate  and  satisfactory  service.  To  deter- 
mine this  cost  is  many  times  a  difficult  task,  and  espe- 
cially so  when  the  devices  and  system  required  to  pro- 
vide the  service  are  not  fully  developed  and  standard- 
ized. As  an  illustration,  the  rates  for  freight  and  pas- 
senger service  between  San  Francisco  and  Los  An- 
geles, whether  by  steamer  or  by  rail,  have  been  estab- 
lished for  such  a  length  of  time  that  it  is  not  a  diffi- 
cult matter  to  decide  upon  the  reasonableness  of  such 
rates,  and,  therefore,  rates  may  be  established  that  are 
more  or  less  permanent  and  not  subject  to  material 
revision  from  year  to  year.  However,  to  determine 
adequate  freight  and  passenger  rates  between  these 
cities  using  the  automobile  or  the  aeroplane  would 
be  exceedingly  difficult,  if  not  impossible.  However, 
it  is  not  to  be  concluded  that  in  future  years,  service, 
both  passenger  and  freight,  with  the  newest  aerial 
devices   for   transportation    may   not   become   so   well 

*Laws   of   Ohio,'  Langdon    Act,    1910,    Page    439. 


established,  reliable  and  satisfactory  that  rates  of 
service  might  not  be  readily  determined. 

The  business  of  manufacturing  and  supplying  gas 
hdS  been  very  thoroughly  standardized,  although  pro- 
gress is  constantly  being  made  in  the  methods  of  man- 
ufacture as  well  as  the  increased  economies  in  distri- 
bution. High  pressure  systems  have  been  introduced 
in  recent  years.  The  methods  of  gas  manufacture  from 
California  crude  oil  on  the  Pacific  Coast  have  been  per- 
fected within  a  comparatively  recent  date.  As  com- 
pared with  many  other  public  utility  enterprises,  how- 
ever, the  gas  business  has  been  established  so  long 
that  the  determination  of  the  cost  of  service  is  com- 
paratively easy. 

The  cost  of  delivering  gas  to  the  consumer  neces- 
sarily embraces  the  determination  among  other  things 
of  a  fair  valuation  of  the  plant  that  is  devoted  to 
public  use,  the  gross  earnings  under  any  given  set  of 
rates  and  the  reasonable  operating  expenses  when 
depreciation  of  the  physical  property  and  adequate  re- 
turns on  the  investment  are  included. 

The  general  information  necessary  in  order  to 
arrive  at  the  proper  rate  for  gas  service  may,  in  gen- 
eral, be  subdivided  as  follows : 

1st.  The  valuation  or  appraisal  of  the  plant  used 
for  the  manufacture  and  distribution  of  gas. 

2d.  The  annual  cost  of  operation,  including  a 
complete  segregation  of  all  accounts  set  forth  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  indicate  the  different  operating  costs 
per  1000  cubic  feet  of  gas  manufactured  and  sold. 

3d.  A  statement  of  the  quantity  of  gas  made  and 
sold  for  a  number  of  years,  preferably  not  less  than 
five,  and  the  total  revenues  received  each  year  from 
the  sale  of  gas. 

Valuation. 

There  are  a  number  of  fundamental  principles  in- 
volved in  obtaining  the  valuation  of  a  gas  plant  and 
system  to  be  used  in  determining  a  proper  rate  for 
gas  service.  It  is  quite  as  important  that  corporations 
themselves  should  determine  for  each  year  the  valua- 
tion of  the  system  upon  which  a  return  on  the  invest- 
ment is  to  be  earned  as  it  is  for  this  valuation  to  be 
determined  by  any  public  body,  whether  only  inci- 
dentally or  directly  concerned,  with  the  fixing  of  rates. 

The  original  cost  of  construction,  the  cost  of  re- 
construction or  reproduction  new,  the  cost  of  repro- 
duction new  less  depreciation,  the  present  value,  the 
assets  and  liabilities  taken  as  a  whole,  the  capitaliza- 
tion, the  bonds  and  stock  outstanding,  and  the  gross 
earnings  and  operating  expenses  are  all  elements  that 
should  be  considered  in  determining  the  valuation  of 
a  public  utility  for  rate  fixing  or  other  purposes.  Each 
of  these  elements  constitutes  evidence  of  what  is  a 
fair  value.  The  original  cost,  the  cost  of  reproduc- 
tion new  and  the  present  value  bear  a  very  close  re- 
lation to  the  physical  property  of  the  plant  and  are, 
therefore,  most  usually  considered  of  the  greatest  im- 
portance in  determining  the  proper  valuation.  Which 
of  these  three  elements  gives  the  best  indication  of 
the  value  will  vary  in  each  individual  case. 

The  original  cost  can,  if  all  records  of  construc- 
tion are  available,  be  usually  determined  by  what 
is  known  as  the  historical  method.     The  conditions 
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under  which  the  construction  of  the  system  was  car- 
ried out,  whether  all  done  at  once  or  extended  from 
year  to  year  as  the  growth  of  the  business  required, 
will  be  covered  in  this  method  of  determining  the  or- 
iginal cost.  When  proper  charges  only  are  included 
and  no  mistakes  have  been  made,  for  which  the  build- 
ers may  be  properly  held  responsible,  the  original  cost 
represents  the  investment  that  has  actually  been  made 
in  the  physical  property  of  the  plant. 

The  rapid  growth  of  many  systems,  however,  and 
the  rapidity  with  which  changes  have  been  made, 
coupled  with  inadequate  records,  make  it  many  times 
practically  impossible  to  determine  the  original  cost 
with  any  degree  of  reliability.  Much  depends 
upon  the  manner  in  which  accounts  and  records  have 
been  kept.  In  order  to  be  of  value  they  should  show 
the  actual  cost  of  the  different  parts  of  the  plant, 
segregating  labor  and  material,  the  cost  of  engineer- 
ing superintendence,  management,  and  administration, 
the  amount  that  has  been  allowed  as  interest  on  the 
capital  during  the  construction  period,  the  cost  of 
financing,  which  will  include  the  discount  at  which 
bonds  were  sold,  the  basis  upon  which  stock  has  been 
issued  or  sold,  all  promotion  expenses  and  similar 
items.  It  is  not  difficult  to  imagine  records  which 
would  give  the  above  information,  but  I  venture  to 
say  that  most  rare  is  it  that  the  original  cost  of  a 
gas  plant  operating  at  the  present  time  may  be  ob- 
tained entirely  in  such  a  complete  and  satisfactory 
manner. 

Moreover,  the  original  cost  even  when  determined 
in  full  detail  may  not  be  the  valuation  upon  which  rea- 
sonable returns  should  be  allowed.  It  is  a  question 
of  equity  between  owners  of  the  plant  on  one  hand 
and  the  customers  on  the  other.  The  owners  are  en- 
titled to  a  reasonable  return  upon  what  they  have  in- 
vested, while  the  customers  should  not  pay  rates  for 
service  that  will  yield  more  than  an  adequate  return 
upon  the  investment  necessary  to  supply  such  service. 
If  the  plant  has  been  built  when  prices  were  abnor- 
mally high  and  money  has  been  lost  through  lack  of 
reasonable  skill,  excessive  promotion  fees  and  dis- 
counts, private  understandings  between  the  builders 
of  the  plant  and  the  contractors,  the  original  cost  may 
be  decidedly  greater  than  the  valuation  on  which  the 
investors  should  be  allowed  to  earn. 

Conversely,  it  may  be  that  the  plant  was  con- 
structed when  the  prices  for  labor  and  material  were 
excessively  low,  or  a  great  portion  of  the  plant  may 
have  been  obtained  through  failure  of  previous  owners 
to  successfully  carry  on  the  business,  due  either  to 
temporary  financial  difficulties  or  what  has  been  more 
common,  great  strides  in  the  method  of  manufacture, 
resulting  ultimately  in  foreclosure.  In  such  a  case 
the  original  cost  would  hardly  be  a  fair  figure  upon 
which  to  base  the  valuation  for  rate  fixing  purposes, 
as  the  foresight  and  enterprise  of  the  present  owners 
certainly  justifies  some  regard. 

The  original  cost  is  so  rarely  available  that  the 
cost  of  reproduction  new  of  the  plant  usually  must  be 
determined.  A  great  deal  of  engineering  knowledge 
and  detail  work  is  necessary  to  obtain  this  result.  In- 
variably, a  complete  inventory  of  the  physical  property 
is  the  first  step  required..    The  only  satisfactory  in- 


ventory is  one  obtained  as  a  result  of  actual  inspection 
and  enumeration,  aided,  as  much  as  possible,  by  all 
the  records  available,  and  supplemented  by  such  addi- 
tional information  as  may  be  had  from  the  various 
heads  of  departments  and  other  employees  of  the  com- 
pany. Such  an  inventory  should  include  for  each  dif- 
ferent part  of  the  property  the  amount  of  labor  and 
material  required  to  provide  ready  for  operation  each 
element  of  the  completed  plant.  The  next  step  con- 
sists in  obtaining  from  all  data  obtainable  a  suitable 
price  per  unit,  not  only  of  each  element  of  the  prop- 
erty, but  the  labor  and  material  required  to  install 
the  devices  in  position  ready  for  operation.  It  is  well 
in  determining  such  unit  prices  to  take  a  period  cov- 
ering at  least  five  years  and  obtain  the  average  in  this 
manner.  The  total  and  average  cost  of  the  labor  and 
material  that  has  entered  into  the  plant  ready  for  op- 
eration is  thus  obtained. 

Inventories. 

Inventories  of  the  actual  physical  property  which 
taken  together  go  to  make  up  a  modern  gas  plant 
and  system  should  include  the  following: 


Real  estate. 

Buildings. 

Gas   works,    including   holders. 

Street  mains. 

Services. 

Meters,   regulators   and   lamps. 


Furniture   and    fixtures. 

Automobiles,   motorcycles,   etc. 

Stable    equipment. 

Tools. 

Supplies. 

Working   capital. 


Real  Estate. 

A  complete  list  of  all  real  estate  used  wholly 
or  in  part  for  the  purpose  of  the  manufacture  and 
the  supplying  of  gas  should  be  included  in  the  inven- 
tory. The  values  placed  upon  this  real  estate  should 
be  determined  in  so  far  as  possible  by  actual  sales 
of  property  in  the  vicinity  of  the  real  estate  in  ques- 
tion when  used  for  a  similar  purpose.  The  purpose 
for  which  the  property  is  used  must  always  be  taken 
into  consideration.  Disinterested  real  estate  men  are 
usually  able  to  give  information  leading  to  a  rational 
decision  in  such  matters.  Unfortunately,  assessments 
for  taxation  purposes  are  not  of  material  assistance 
in  appraising  such  real  estate.  On  the  other  hand 
the  actual  figures  at  which  adjacent  property  is  sold 
are  rarely  available. 

When  a  gas  company  has  real  estate  not  actually 
in  use  but  is  holding  it  for  future  occupancy  the  ques- 
tion naturally  arises  should  such  real  estate  be  in- 
cluded in  arriving  at  the  valuation  of  the  plant  for 
the  purpose  of  determining  the  proper  rate  for  the  sale 
of  gas  at  any  given  time. 

In  arriving  at  a  conclusion  in  this  matter,  it  is 
best  to  proceed  upon  the  principle  that  it  is  proper 
to  include  all  property  actually  required  and  used  in 
the  carrying  on  of  the  business  at  the  time  in  question 
and  not  to  include  such  real  estcte  not  required  or 
used  on  the  date  the  valuation  is  made.  However,  at 
some  later  period  when  the  real  estate  is  actually  put 
to  use  and  occupied  by  buildings  and  equipment,  that 
are  a  part  of  the  operating  system,  in  arriving  at  the 
valuation,  there  should  be  added  interest  and  taxes 
during  such  time  as  the  investment  in  such  lands  has 
been  tied  up  but  not  productive.  On  any  other  prin- 
ciple, customers  of  today  would  pay  a  rate  for  serv- 
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ice  in  excess  of  what  they  should  and  customers  of 
the  future  may  pay  relatively  less  and  thereby  benefit 
unduly. 

Buildings, 

All  of  the  buildings  owned  by  the  company  as  a 
part  of  its  operating  system  should  be  included  in  the 
inventory  and  so  segregated  that  it  will  be  possible 
to  separate  the  structures  such  as  office  buildings,  etc., 
from  the  structures  required  as  a  part  of  the  manu- 
facturing plant.  This  should  be  done  in  order  to 
obtain  the  cost  of  the  manufacture  of  gas  as  delivered 
to  the  holders  separate  from  the  general  expenses  con- 
nected with  the  operating  of  the  property  usually  con- 
nected with  the  expense  of  the  general  offices  of  the 
company.  The  inventory  costs  of  all  buildings  are 
usually  best  obtained  from  the  plans,  specifications  and 
contracts  or  other  records  of  the  company.  The  con- 
dition of  the  buildings  in  general  usefulness  and  prob- 
able future  life  should  be  taken  into  consideration  in 
determining  the  probable  value  based  upon  original 
cost,  cost  of  reproduction  new  and  present  value. 

Gas  Works. 

The  gas  works  inventory  must  include  besides 
buildings  all  of  the  equipment  necessary  in  the  manu- 
facture, metering  and  storing  of  gas,  such  as  boilers, 
blowers,  compressors,  generators,  exhausters,  holders, 
heaters,  pumps,  piping,  purifiers,  scrubbers,  and  mis- 
cellaneous equipment.  The  date  of  purchase  or  con- 
tract and  the  date  when  installation  was  commenced 
and  completed  as  well  as  the  type  of  apparatus  and 
by  whom  manufactured,  should  be  included  as  a  part 
of  the  inventory.  AVhen  possible,  the  cost  of  each  ele- 
ment of  the  entire  manufacturing  plant  ready  for  oper- 
ation segregating  labor  and  material  is  desirable. 

Street  Mains. 

An  inventory  of  street  mains  is  best  obtained  by 
tabulating  and  mapping  from  work  reports  all  installa- 
tions and  removals  for  as  long  a  period  as  records  are 
available.  Scaling  street  mains  from  maps  in  order 
to  obtain  the  aggregate  length  of  the  various  sizes 
should  only  be  resorted  to  when  the  actual  records 
of  installation  are  not  available.  The  size  of  all  street 
mains  including  fittings  and  accessories  of  every  char- 
acter and  classified  as  to  the  material  used,  such  as 
wrought  iron,  cast  iron  or  casing,  should  be  included 
in  the  inventory.  In  a  similar  manner  the  cost  of  re- 
placing the  street  surface  in  the  various  kinds  of  pav- 
ing should  be  determined  from  the  most  recent  records 
available  for  such  work. 

The  item  of  paving  in  determining  the  value  of 
underground  street  mains  and  services  has  been  vari- 
ously considered.  Every  legitimate  expenditure  in 
adapting  the  utility  to  the  progress  and  community 
growth,  even  if  this  involves  the  removal  of  the  plant 
from  one  locality  of  the  city  to  a  distant  and  more 
remote  location,  is  a  proper  charge  to  construction. 
All  expenditures  for  putting  down  pavement  by  the 
company  as  required  by  the  city  or  the  cost  of  cutting 
through  such  pavement  for  extensions  and  construc- 


tion purposes,  and  its  replacement,  are  unquestionably 
proper  capital  charges.  However,  it  is  a  question 
whether  a  gas  company  may  properly  capitalize  the 
expense  of  municipal  betterment  which  it  has  not  borne 
and  when  such  benefits  to  the  gas  company  are  only 
incidental  and  can  only  exist  from  the  standpoint  of 
the  cost  of  actually  reproducing  their  underground 
system,  after  the  street  has  been  paved,  when  as  a 
matter  of  fact  the  existing  underground  mains  and 
services  were  laid  before  the  paving  was  actually  put 
down.  The  cost  of  such  paving  is  not  a  proper  ele- 
ment of  value  when  the  cost  of  laying  such  pavement 
has  not  been  paid  for  by  the  gas  company  nor  any 
expense  incurred  therewith,  providing  of  course  that 
all  costs  borne  by  the  company  of  changing  the  grade 
or  depth  of  underground  mains  and  services,  in  order 
to  adapt  them  to  conditions  required  for  paving  by 
the  city,  are  included  in  the  capital  account. 

Services. 

In  obtaining  the  inventory  of  services,  it  is  most 
satisfactory  to  list  all  services,  obtaining  thereby  the 
size,  length,  and  character  of  each  service  as  shown 
by  the  records  of  this  department.  Only  that  portion 
of  the  service  belonging  to  the  company  should  be 
included  and  if  consumers  have  paid  for  any  portion 
of  the  service  that  portion  should  be  considered  as  be- 
longing to  the  company.  The  total  value  of  the  ser- 
vices should  represent  only  those  actually  owned  by 
the  company  and  in  general  should  not  include  any 
services  or  reproduction  of  any  services  within  cus- 
tomers' premises  unless  the  cost  of  the  same  has  ac- 
tually been  met  by  the  company. 

In  order  to  arrive  at  a  unit  cost  of  services,  it 
is  best  to  obtain  the  actual  labor  and  material  charge 
for  a  number  of  services  installed  in  various  parts  of 
the  district  served  and  at  different  seasons  of  the  year, 
to  get  a  reliable  average  cost  per  unit  length  of  service. 

Meters,  Regulators,  Etc. 

The  inventory  of  meters  in  service  is  usually 
readily  obtained  from  the  company's  records.  The 
inventory  cost  of  the  meters  should  include  the  nec- 
essary testing,  painting  and  all  storeroom  expense. 
The  cost  of  installing  the  meters  should  include  all 
costs  from  the  time  the  order  leaves  the  general 
office  until  the  order  and  record  of  installation  are 
returned  to  the  general  office.  The  time  cards  of 
meter  installers  covering  a  considerable  period  can 
with  great  advantage  be  used  to  determine  the  cost 
of  installing  meters  of  different  sizes. 

Furniture  and  Fixtures,  Automobiles  and  Motorcycles, 
Stable  Equipment,  Tools  and  Supplies. 

Complete  inventories  should  be  made  of  the 
property  owned  and  in  actual  use  by  the  company  for 
the  carrying  on  of  the  business  covering  all  subsidiary 
items  such  as  furniture  and  fixtures,  automobiles  and 
motorcycles,  stable  equipment,  tools  and  supplies. 
Only  those  supplies  should  be  included  which  are 
active  and  of  the  normal  quantity  carried  in  stock  and 
necessary  for  the  operation  of  the  company's  business. 

(to  be  continued) 
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THROOP  POLYTECHNIC   INSTITUTE, 
PASADENA,  CALIFORNIA. 

Throop  Polytechnic  Institute  will  begin  its  next 
academic  year  on  the  20th  of  September,  when  the 
offices  will  be  open  for  entrance  examinations.  Regis- 
tration will  take  place  September  23  and  25,  regular 
instruction  beginning  on  the  26th.  The  enrollment 
will  show  a  substantial  increase  over  that  of  last  ses- 
sion. Throop  authorities  are  especially  pleased  with 
the  character  of  most  of  the  applications,  which  show 
an  unusually  good  standing  in  the  high  schools  from 
which  applicants  come,  as  certified  by  the  respective 
principals.  Of  the  high  schools  of  Southern  California, 
Los  Angeles,  San  Diego,  Monrovia,  Santa  Ana,  Comp- 
ton,  Redondo,  Banning,  Occidental  and  Throop  Acad- 
emies, and  the  Pasadena  High  School,  will  be  reprc- 


cal  and  Civil  Engineering,  while  keeping  in  lively 
touch  with  the  practical  aflfairs  through  his  manage- 
ment of  the  Bion  J.  Arnold  Company  in  Los  Angeles, 
which  is  at  present  engaged  in  the  study  of  the  trans- 
portation problems  of  that  city.  Professor  W.  K.  Gay- 
lord,  who  is  spending  a  year  at  Berkeley,  will  be 
succeeded  in  the  Chemical  Department  by  Dr.  William 
R.  Flint,  recently  of  Yale.  Professor  B.  F.  Stacey, 
of  the  department  of  History  and  Economics,  will, 
by  order  of  his  physician,  take  a  year  oflF,  his  place 
being  filled  by  Professor  Charles  E.  Barber,  formerly 
Associate  Principal  of  Throop  Academy  and  head  of 
the  equivalent  department  in  that  institution.  The 
complete  teaching  staff  will  be  as  follows : 

George  A.  Damon  (B.  S.,  in  E.  E.,  University  of 
Michigan),  Dean;  Supervisor  of  Electrical,  Mechani- 


cal nnd  Ci\'il  Engineering. 


Throop   Institute  Building — Pasadena. 


senled.  Among  the  Pasadena  Freshmen  may  be 
named  Joe  Beek,  Raymond  Call,  Ayre  Powell,  Verne 
D.  Elliott,  Earle  A.  Burt  and  Robert  S.  Ferguson. 

The  budget  for  the  approaching  year  shows  an 
investment  of  several  thousand  dollars  for  new  equip- 
ment, in  addition  to  the  large  and  valuable  apparatus 
installed.  The  Institute  easily  leads  the  West  in  the 
character  of  its  equipment  in  Electrical  and  Mechani- 
cal Engineering,  while  the  Civil  Department  will  be 
materially  advanced  as  applications  increase  for  that 
course.  Friends  of  Throop  continue  to  prove  their 
devotion  by  generous  deeds,  the  most  recent  bene- 
faction being  a  gift  of  $25,000  made  last  week  by  a 
resident  of  Los  Angeles.  There  are  two  residents  of 
that  city  on  the  Board  of  Trustees,  General  M.  H. 
Sherman  and  Dr.  Norman  Bridge,  President.  The 
Pasadena  members  of  the  Board  in  the  order  of  senior- 
ity of  service,  are  Dr.  Everett  L.  Conger,  Mrs.  Robert 
J.  Burdette,  Hiram  V.  Wadsworth,  Dr.  James  H.  Mc- 
Bride,  Messrs,  Hazard  Halsted  and  Arthur  Fleming, 
Judge  Charles  J.  Willett,  Dr.  George  E.  Hale,  with 
Messrs.  Charles  V.  Gates,  James  Culbertson,  Henry 
M.  Robinson,  William  M.  Vedder,  and  John  Wads- 
worth. 

There  will  be  several  changes  in  the  Faculty  for 
the  coming  year.  Dean  George  A.  Damon  will  begin 
his  active  duties  as  supervisor  of  Electrical,  Mechani- 


Royal  W.  Sorensen  (B.  S.  in  E.  E.,  Universit}^  of 
Colorado),  Professor  of  Electrical   Engineering. 

Lucien  H.  Gilmore  (A.  B.,  Stanford  University), 
Professor  of   Physics. 

Herbert  B.  Perkins  (S.  B.,  Massachusetts  Institute 
of  Technology),  Civil  Engineering  and  Mathematics. 

Robert  E.  Ford  (E.  E.,  University  of  Minnesota), 
Mechanics  and  Hydraulics. 

Charles  H.  Kicklighter  (B.  S.  in  M.  E.,  Georgia 
School   of  Technology),    Mechanical    Engineering. 

Frederick  E.  Beckman  (Ph.  D.,  University  of  Chi- 
cago), French,  German  and  Spanish. 

William  R.  Flint  (Ph.  D.,  Yale),  Chemistry. 

H.  C.  Van  Buskirk  (Ph.  D.,  Cornell),  Mathe- 
matics. 

Charles  E.  Barber  (A.  M.,  University  of  Nebras- 
ka), History  and  Economics. 

Clinton  K.  Judy  (B.  A.,  University  of  Oxford), 
English. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  city 
management  of  the  Polytechnic  High  School  (formerly 
Throop  Academy),  by  which  instruction  will  be  given 
there  on  Saturdays  to  Freshmen  who  have  not  had 
the  advantage  of  polytechnic  high  school  training  be- 
fore entrance,  and  the  elementary  shop  work  of  the 
Institute  will  also  be  done  in  the  same  way,  its  own 
laboratories  being  reserved  for  the  higher  branches. 
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Helping 

one 

Another 


It  is  typical  of  the  struggle  of  life  that  when  we 
have  encountered  obstacles  on  the  roaa  to  success  we 
want  to  make  the  pathway  easier 
for  the  younger  brother  tediously 
treading  after  us.  No  higher  make- 
up of  the  true  man  can  exist  than 
that  of  possessing  an  inner  desire  to  help  his  younger 
brothers  get  a  proper  start  in  the  work  of  life. 

It  was  an  inspiring  sight  when  on  last  Tuesday 
morning  the  members  of  the  Pacific  Coast  Gas  Asso- 
ciation raised  in  a  few  minutes  over  six  thousand 
dollars  as  a  donation  to  the  University  of  California 
to  assist  in  the  starting  of  technical  instruction  look- 
ing toward  a  degree  in  gas  engineering  at  the  State  in- 
stitution. John  A.  Britton  sprung  the  idea  upon  the 
convention  and  pledges  began  to  roll  in  from  all  sides 
and,  although  but  five  thousand  dollars  were  asked,  over 
six  thousand  were  pledged  in  less  than  fifteen  minutes. 
The  spirit  back  of  the  pledges  was  the  inspiration  to 
those  who  beheld  it.  The  big  corporations  gladly  gave 
their  bountiful  portion,  while  the  young  men  of  simple 
means  spoke  of  their  financial  inability  to  pledge  heav- 
ily, but  said  that  they  wanted  to  make  the  path  easier 
than  they  had  found  it,  and  consequently  wanted  to 
pledge  their  portion,  no  matter  how  insignificant  it 
might  seem.  Such  acts  of  a  great  organization  evi- 
dence its  anxiety  to  properly  prepare  young  engineers 
to  solve  the  future  problems  of  gas  engineering  on  the 
Coast. 

And  all  of  this  leads  to  comment  on  the  general 
fraternal  spirit  of  gas  men  on  the  Coast.  No  one  can 
be  present  at  their  gatherings  for  but  a  few  minutes 
without  being  impressed  with  that  inexpressible  some- 
thing which  pervades  their  meetings — that  something 
which  draws  men  closer  together  and  forges  a  lasting 
bond  of  fellowship.  How  clear  and  true  and  earnest 
are  their  gatherings ! 

Beginning  with  the  able  address  of  President 
Leach,  followed  by  the  scholarly  paper  of  E.  C.  Jones, 
on  down  the  line,  including  the  brilliant  appraisement 
paper  of  C.  L.  Cory,  and  so  on  through  the  list  of 
papers.  All  were  intensely  interesting  and  well-dis- 
cussed. The  striking  feature  of  all  was  the  deep-felt 
interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  convention  by  such  men 
as  L.  P.  Lowe,  John  Martin,  and  that  father  of  all  that 
is  noble  and  good  in  our  western  life,  John  A.  Britton. 
It  does  one  good  to  attend  such  gatherings.  If 
anyone  has  a  grouch  or  an  inner  pent-up  feeling  of  a 
something  that  doesn't  belong  in  his  inner  physical 
make-up,  it  certainly  fades  away  at  such  a  getting  to- 
gether as  the  Oakland  convention  of  last  week.  All 
honor  to  those  having  the  convention  in  charge. 


Elsewhere  in  these  columns  will  be  found  an  ac- 
count of  the  fall  opening  of  Throop  Polytechnic 
ThrooD  Institute.  The  Journal  has  watched 

p  .         ,     .  with  intense  interest  the  trend  of 

I     \;  affairs  in  Pasadena  looking  to  the 

Institute  betterment     of     affairs     technical. 

The    high    ideals    set    forth   in    the    announcement   of 
courses  cannot  but  have  a  deep  and  faf -reaching  effect 
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in  raising  the  standard  of  scientific  and  technical  study 
on  the  coast. 

With  such  broad-minded  citizens  to  direct  its 
destinies  as  Dr.  Norman  Bridge,  Mrs.  Robert  Bur- 
dette,  George  E.  Hale,  and  a  dozen  others,  a  brilliant 
future  is  without  question.  With  such  well-known  en- 
gineers as  George  A.  Damon  and  Ezra  F.  Scattergood, 
it  would  be  difficult  for  the  western  youth  to  find  bet- 
ter opportunities  of  absorbing  engineering  knowledge. 

At  first  sight,  the  decreased  enrollment  due  to 
the  high  standards  decided  upon,  a  small  enrollment 
oi  thirty  students,  would  seem  to  handicap  affairs. 
Ah — but  how  different  in  reality,  so  far  as  opportuni- 
ties presented  the  student  to  have  personal  contact 
with  his  instructor.  Under  this  regime,  the  western 
idea  of  a  friend  as  being  a  "person  who  knows  all 
about  you  and  likes  you,"  is  most  strongly  realized. 

Situated  in  heart  of  a  country  of  boundless  energy 
— in  the  heart  of  a  country  that  dreams  dreams  and 
makes  good — it  offers  every  inspiration  for  the  shap- 
ing of  future  ideals.  The  nearness  of  the  San  Gabriel 
mountains  offers  unexcelled  opportunities  for  hydro- 
electric study.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  some  philan- 
thropist may  endow  the  Institute  with  sufficient  funds 
to  install  a  high  pressure  hydro-electric  plant,  and  thus 
make  Throop  unique  among  the  technical  institutions 
of  the  world  and  symbolize  its  very  existence  as  being 
in  the  greatest  hydro-electric  country  in  the  world. 

The  Journal  has  every  good  wish  for  Throop  and 
her  struggle  ahead.  May  she  prosper,  and  above  all 
may  she  ever  cling  to  her  high  ideals ! 


A  City's 

Traffic 

Struggle 


Two  issues  back,  the  Journal  commented  editor- 
ially on  the  appointment  of  a  traffic  expert  by  the  city 
of  San  Francisco  to  look  into  the 
problems  pertaining  to  simplifica- 
tion of  traffic  in  the  great  western 
metropolis.  At  that  time  we  con- 
gratulated the  authorities  upon  the  securing  of  such 
an  able  engineer  as  Bion  J.  Arnold,  past  president  of 
the  American  Institute  of  Electrical  Engineers  and 
one  of  America's  most  distinguished  traffic  experts. 

We  sincerely  hope  that  Mr.  Arnold  will  wade  into 
the  task  ahead  of  him  without  fear,  and  that  his  recom- 
mendations will  receive  immediate  approval  and  quick 
action  on  the  part  of  the  authorities  having  the  mat- 
ter in  hand.  In  the  mornings  from  eight  to  ten  or  in 
the  afternoons  from  four-thirty  to  five-thirty,  by  the 
civilian,  who  tediously  but  safely  threads  his  way 
across  the  overcrowded  central  districts  of  San  Fran- 
cisco, a  just  cause  for  the  return  of  thanks  to  his  Maker 
is  deeply  felt  for  his  safe  deliverance.  The  growth 
of  the  traffic  difficulty  during  the  past  few  months  is 
almost  appalling.  While  this  traffic  difficulty  suggests 
congratulations  upon  San  Francisco's  business  growth, 
it  is  evident  that  the  confusion  must  be  remedied  at 
once  or  the  welcome  traffic  will  become  paralyzed. 
It  is  almost  pitiful  to  observe  the  commuter  hasten 
to  catch  the  departing  ferry  after  completing  the  busi- 


ness tasks  of  the  day.  He  hastens  down  market  street 
observing  ahead  on  the  great  ferry  clock,  but  scant 
time  to  make  connections.  Wearily  he  dodges  the  au- 
tomobiles flanking  the  great  thoroughfares  opening 
into  Market  street.  Having  arrived  breathless  at  the 
big  merry  turn  of  car  tracks  in  front  of  the  ferry  build- 
ing, like  the  recent  mermaids  who  swam  the  golden 
gate  channel,  he  plunges  in  and  amid  the  roar  and  din 
of  cars,  he  looks  around  to  catch  his  bearings,  but — 
alas — there  is  no  life-boat  nearby  to  help  him  in  case 
he  falters.  He  must  plough  ahead.  In  the  labyrinth 
of  tracks  encountered  he  might  playfully  imagine  he 
is  once  more  threading  the  maze  at  Del  Monte,  were 
a  false  step  not  so  fatal.  He  makes  one  deep  gasp 
for  breath;  then,  with  a  supreme  effort  he  comes  in 
front  of  the  ferry  building  only  to  have  his  nerves  rent 
to  pieces  by  the  howling  mob  of  newsboys  peddling 
their  daily  mess  of  frightful  accidents  due  to  traffic 
congestion  in  our  great  cities.  Finally,  physically  worn 
out,  the  ordeal  of  riding  across  the  bay  on  an  over- 
crowded, ill-ventilated  boat,  thence,  by  rail  to  his  su- 
burban residence  is  over,  and  no  wonder  his  loving 
wife  greets  him  with  the  remarks :  "Why,  John,  you 
look  so  tired;  you  must'nt  work  so  hard." 

In  January,  1910,  Mr.  Arnold  made  an  extensive 
:  eport  on  the  traffic  conditions  of  the  city  of  Pittsburg. 
In  the  analyzing  of  the  traffic  conditions  there,  he  com- 
piled statistics  covering  fourteen  of  America's  fore- 
most cities.  Among  the  data  detailed  were  tabula- 
tions of  passengers  per  car  mile  and  annual  earnings 
per  car,  and  in  both  instances  San  Francisco's  street 
railway  systems  outranked  every  other  American  city. 
Such  figures  of  course  should  not  be  taken  too  seri- 
ously without  going  into  every  detail  in  their  makeup. 
They  do,  however,  indicate  a  healthy,  prosperous  con- 
dition of  her  great  traffic  companies. 

While  unquestionably  the  great  traffic  companies 
can  greatly  improve  their  present  methods  and  thus 
clarify  the  congestion,  the  city  of  San  Francisco,  no 
longer  an  overgrown  country  town,  should  prepare  to 
carry  a  large  portion  of  the  commerce  of  the  world. 
Carefully  selected  expert  officers  should  be  detailed 
to  direct  the  traffic  at  the  congested  centers  as  is 
done  in  Chicago,  and  more  especially  in  Detroit.  An 
overhead  crossing  at  the  Ferry  is  an  immediate  need, 
and  the  day  for  the  elevated  and  perhaps  the  under- 
ground road  to  relieve  and  segregate  the  local  from  the 
suburban  traffic  is  now  at  hand. 

With  a  city  and  tributary  population  of  nearly  a 
million,  new  conditions  are  before  the  bay  cities  for 
their  earnest  and  most  careful  consideration.  Never 
before  did  a  get-together  policy  mean  so  much  as  it 
■•■vill  mean  now.  The  recent  announcement  of  the  great 
Atlantic  ocean-going  companies  that  immediately  upon 
the  completion  of  the  Panama  canal,  through  service 
will  be  established  from  European  ports  via  the  canal 
to  San  Francisco,  can  mean  nothing  but  an  enormous 
influx  of  population.  San  Francisco — the  bravest  peo- 
pled city  of  the  world — surely  she'll  be  equal  to  the 
crisis ! ! 
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PERSONALS. 

Henry  F.  Froscli  is  reported  seriously  ill  at  the  German 
Hospital,  Saa  Francisco. 

A.  C.  Paulsmeier,  chief  designer  oi  the  Byron  Jackson 
Machine  Works,  has  just  returned  to  San  Francisco  from  the 
East. 

A.  G.  Wishon,  general  manager  of  the  San  Joaquin  Light 
cS:  Power  Corporation,  arrived  at  San  Francisco  last  week 
from  Fresno. 

Melville  Dozier,  Jr.,  assistant  manager  of  the  Northern 
Electric  Railway  Company,  was  a  recent  arrival  at  San  BYan- 
clsco  from  Sacramento. 

*F.  O.  Sievers,  of  the  sales  corps  of  the  Fort  Wayne  Elec- 
tric Works,  returned  to  San  Francisco  during  the  past  week 
from  a  Southern  California  trip. 

H.  W.  Crozier,  of  Sanderson  &  Porter's  Pacific  Coast 
branch  office,  has  returned  to  San  Francisco  after  a  trip 
through  the  interior  of  California. 

R.  S.  Buck,  of  the  firm  of  Sanderson  &  Porter,  who  re- 
cently spent  some  time  in  Idaho  investigating  an  irrigation 
project,  has  returned  to  New  York. 

B.  T.  Holtz,  manager  Northern  Electric  Company,  Van- 
couver, is  to  be  married  September  26th  at  San  Francisco. 
The  Journal  extends  hearty  congratulations. 

T.  C.  Martin,  executive  secretary  of  the  National  Electric 
Light  Association,  was  in  attendance  at  the  Spokane  conven- 
tion of  the  N.  W.  Electric  Light  and  Power  Association. 

E.  F.  Scattergood  of  Los  Angeles  is  examining  various 
power  equipments  throughout  the  Northwest  as  suggestions 
for  the  electrical  features  of  the  Los  Angeles  aqueduct. 

Messrs.  Stafford,  W.  V.  Cullen  and  John  Alberts  have 
joined  the  sales  force  of  the  Allis-Chalmers  Company's  San 
Francisco  office  under  Fred  L.  Webster,  the  Pacific  Coast 
manager. 

A.  B.  Saurman,  manager  of  the  Pacific  Coast  branch  of 
the  Standard  Underground  Cable  Company,  is  expectud  to  re- 
turn to  San  Francisco  about  Oc.ober  1,  after  spending  a  month 
in  the  East 

H.  G.  Aylsworth,  manager  of  the  Aylsworth  Agencies, 
has  returned  to  San  Francisco  after  spending  the  past  week 
at  Los  Angeles,  where  his  firm  has  just  opened  an  office  under 
the  management  of  W.  R.  Greene. 

William  Taylor,  sales  manager  of  the  General  Roofing 
Company,  with  headquarters  at  San  Francisco,  is  now  on  one 
of  his  regular  trips  to  the  Northwest,  and  was  in  Tacoma  re- 
cently looking  after  the  interests  of  his  company  there. 

A.  W.  Ballard,  who  is  an  officer  of  the  Phoenix  Gas  & 
Electric  Company  of  Phoenix,  Ariz.,  and  was  at  one  time 
manager  of  the  General  Electric  Company's  Los  Angeles  of- 
fice, recently  motored  up  from  Los  Angeles  to  San  Francisco. 

W.  W.  Briggs,  assistant  sales  manager  of  the  Westing- 
house  Electric  &  Manufacturing  Company,  has  returned  to 
his  San  Francisco  office  after  accompanying  Sales  Manager 
S.  L.  Nicholson  as  far  as  Los  Angeles  on  his  way  to  East 
Pittsburg. 

Harris  J.  Ryan,  professor  of  electrical  engineering  at  Stan- 
ford University,  California,  is  at  Colorado  Springs,  Colo.,  in 
connection  with  his  work  for  the  Los  Angeles  aqueduct,  for 
which  he  has  been  granted  a  year's  leave  of  absence  from 
his  college  work. 

R.  D.  Holabird,  of  the  Holabird-Reynolds  Company,  left 
last  Tuesday  for  Seattle,  where  he  has  a  branch  electric  sup- 
ply house.  He  took  with  him  as  far  as  Portland  the  silver 
cup  which  he  has  won  three  times  as  a  golf  trophy  and  which 
is  to  be  contested  for  again. 

BYank  R.  Bates,  of  the  engineering  firm  of  Bates  & 
Clark,  Seattle,  left  for  his  old  home  at  Eau  Claire,  Wisconsin, 
recently,  accompanied  by  Mrs.  Bates  and  the  family.  Mr. 
Bates  has  been  extensively  engaged  in  engineering  work  in 
the  neighborhood  of  Baker,  Washington,  and  now  takes  a  well 
earned  vacation. 


J.  H.  Wallace,  chief  engineer  of  the  Tidewater  &  South- 
ern Railway,  recently  visited  Turlock,  where  track  laying  has 
just  been  commenced  on  the  80-mile  standard  gauge  electric 
road,  which  is  to  be  built  via  Modesto  to  Stockton.  Con- 
struction work  will  be  pushed  from  both  ends  of  the  line. 

Henry  J.  Pierce  of  Spokane,  Wash.,  who  is  interested  in 
local  and  suburban  electric  railways  at  Amsterdam,  Holland, 
and  was  for  some  years  head  of  the  Buffalo  Street  Railways, 
spent  the  past  week  at  San  Francisco  on  business.  He  is 
promoting  a  one  hundred  million-dollar  merger  of  the  numer- 
ous export  lumber  mills  of  Oregon  and  Washington. 

Thomas  M.  Moore,  the  mechanical  engineer  who  had 
charge  of  the  machinery  and  power  divisions  of  the  exposi- 
tions at  St.  Louis  and  Buffalo,  arrived  at  San  Francisco  during 
the  past  week.  He  has  been  selected  by  the  directors  of  the 
Panama-Pacific  International  Exposition  Company  to  consult 
with  them  concerning  power  problems  in  connection  with  the 
coming  World's  Fair. 

J.  D.  Douglas,  manager  of  a  suburban  railway  line  ex- 
tending out  of  Auckland,  New  Zealand,  recently  arrived  at 
San  Francisco  by  steamer.  He  is  figuring  on  electrizing  the  ' 
system  and  will  Inspect  electric  roads  in  this  country.  He 
will  possibly  make  extensive  purchases  of  electrical  equip- 
ment. While  the  car  bodies  could  be  built  in  New  Zealand, 
the  electrical  machinery  would  be  imported. 

J.  G.  Henninger,  the  illuminating  engineer  of  the  Na- 
tional Electric  Lamp  Association,  will  deliver  a  lecture  before 
the  "Electrical  Vehicle  Association  of  America"  which  holds 
its  annual  convention  in  New  York  City,  October  10th.  His 
paper  will  cover  the  illumination  of  public  and  private  gar- 
ages, and  also  touch  on  the  lighting  of  automobile  sales  rooms. 
As  there  is  little  information  on  such  matters,  Mr.  Hennin- 
ger's  lecture  will  no  doubt  prove  of  much  interest  and  value 
to  automobile  men,  who  desire  to  secure  the  best  illumina- 
tion possible  for  their  particular  use. 


ELECTRICAL    CONTRACTORS'     NOTES. 

The  McFell  Electric  Company  have  been  awarded  the 
contract  for  installing  a  lighting  system  at  Fort  Miley  for  the 
sum  of  $17,200.  This  bid  is  $700  above  the  lowest  bid,  but  the 
Government  engineers  figure  that  it  is  the  best  bid,  as  the 
McFell  Company  agrees  to  install  the  work  in  120  days, 
against  180  days,  which  the  lowest  bidder  wanted.  This 
company  has  an  office  in  Chicago,  as  well  as  San  Francisco, 
and  have  done  some  very  large  work  in  this  city.  Among 
their  jobs  are  the  Merchants'  Exchange,  Royal  Insurance 
Building,  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Building  and  the  Bohemian  Club. 
Ihe  San  Francisco  office  is  in  charge  of  Frank  Watts, 
who  is  considered  by  the  contractors  as  one  of  the  leading 
men  in  the   contractor's  business. 

The  Native  Sons'  Hall  has  been  let  to  the  Standard  Elec- 
tric Company  for  the  sum  of  $6000. 

Decker  Electric  Company  have  been  awarded  the  con- 
tract for  the   Terminal  Hotel. 

Among  the  jobs  that  are  ready  for  figures  at  present  are 
the  Standard  Oil  Building,  Regents  Hotel,  Downtown  Realty 
Theater  and  Hotel. 


PACIFIC     COAST     BRANCH     OF     IDEAL     ELECTRIC    AND 
MANUFACTURING  COMPANY  OF  MANSFIELD,  OHIO. 

S.  Glen  Vinson,  secretary  and  general  manager  of  the 
Ideal  Electric  and  Manufacturing  Company,  Mansfield,  Ohio, 
has  been  in  San  Francisco  the  past  week  for  the  purpose 
of  establishing  a  branch  house  on  the  Coast.  R.  B.  Elder 
has  been  appointed  sales  manager. 

It  speaks  well  for  the  company  who,  in  the  past  three 
years,  ihas  increased  its  business  to  that  extent  that  they 
are  obliged  to  maintain  their  own  establishment  and  carry 
a  large  stock  of  goods  on  the  Coast  to  care  for  their  trade. 
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MAGNETIC    CHUCKS. 

As  a  labor  saver  there  is  probably  no  form  of  electrical 
device  that  will  prove  of  greater  benefit  in  the  machine  s:hop 
than  the  magnetic  chuck.  It  possesses  a  very  wide  range 
of  usefulness  in  holding  pieces  on  the  grinder,  shaper  and 
milling  machine  and  where  a  large  number  of  pieces  are  to 
be  machined,  it  will  frequently  be  found  that  the  labor  saved 
by  the  use  of  such  a  device  as  compared  with  old  methods 
of  clamping  or  bolting  will  pay  the  entire  first  cost  of  the 
chuck  within  the  first  week  or  ten  days  of  service. 


Magnetic  Chuck. 

In  the  magnetic  chucks  which  are  being  placed  upon  the 
market  by  the  D.  &  W.  Fuse  Company  of  Providence,  R.  I., 
the  difficulties  wihich  were  prevalent  in  the  early  chucks 
designed  have  been  eliminated.  Trouble  was  formerly  ex- 
perienced due  to  the  burning  out  of  the  magnet  coils,  where 
the  chuck  was  put  into  prolonged  service.  In  the  D  &  W 
chucks  the  magnet  coils  are  practically  indestructible  by 
overheating  as  they  are  wound  with  Delabeston  Wire,  or 
special  heat-proof  insulation  of  pure  asbestos,  wihich  we 
manufacture  and  which  can  safely  withstand  continuous 
temperatures  as  high  as  400  degrees  Fahr.  without  destruc- 
tion. Furthermore,  the  coils  are  so  designed  that  should 
they  accidentally  become  injured,  they  can  be  readily  re- 
moved by  the  workman  and  a  new  coil  inserted  at  slight 
expense. 

The  chucks  are  both  oil  and  waterproof  and  are  equipped 
with  a  demagnetizing  switch  for  readily  releasing  the  work. 


MOTOR  DRIVEN  GRAIN  MILL. 
Electi-icity  is  becoming  more  and  more  of  a  factor  on 
the  farm,  and  especially  those  farms  which  can  easily  procure 
central  station  power.     The  accompanying  illustration  of  an 


Improved    Type 


Motor-Driven    Grain 


The  mill  is  the  product  of  the  Duplex  Mill  and  Manufac- 
turing Company  of  Springfield,  Ohio,  and  is  a  great  favorite 
with  feed  dealers,  farmers  and  stock  feeders.  It  will  grind 
any  kind  of  grain,  cotton  seed,  corn  cobs,  and  shucks,  and 
produce  a  grist  of  any  desired  quality,  coarse,  medium  or  fine. 

The  grinding  surface  is  just  double  that  of  the  ordinary 
mill,  owing  to  a  double  set  of  grinders  or  burrs,  for  which 
reason  it  is  called  the  Duplex.  A  device  is  provided  to  per- 
mit regulating  the  feeding  of  small  grain  from  the  base  hopper 
into  the  crushers.  This  prevents  the  grain  from  clogging  in 
the  hopper  and  causes  an  even  and  ready  flow.  The  application 
of  electric  drive  insures  a  maximum  capacity  for  grinding  with 
the  least  operating  expense  and  affords  an  efficient  and  relia- 
ble source  of  power  at  all  times. 

This  mill  is  driven  by  a  7%  H.  P.  alternating  current 
induction  motor  manufactured  by  the  Westinghouse  Electric 
&  Manufacturing  Company,  East  Pittsburg,  Pa. 


TRADE  NOTES. 

The  Pelton  Water  Wheel  Company  has  closed  a  contract 
with  the  Montesano  Light  &  Water  Company  for  a  Pelton- 
Francis  turbine,  direct  connected  to  Westinghouse  generator, 
which  will  be  used  to  increase  the  capacity  of  the  system  at 
Montesano,  Wash. 

Tihe  Crocker-Wheeler  Company,  Ampere,  N.  J.,  announces 
the  resignation  of  Mr.  Gano  Dunn  who  for  a  gi-eat  many 
years  has  filled  the  position  of  chief  engineer  and  first  vice- 
president  in  the  Crocker-Wheeler  Company  with  conspicuous 
ability,  and  he  leaves  vrith  the  very  best  wishes  of  the  com- 
pany and  this  many  friends  and  associates  in  it,  for  his  future 
success. 

The  General  Electric  Company  has  sold  to  the  Siskiyou 
Electric  Power  &  Light  Company  two  500  kw.  water-cooled 
transformers  of  34,600-v.— 60,000-v  Y  primary,  10,000  v.  sec- 
ondary; three  300  kw.  water-cooled  and  two  300  kw.  oil-cooled 
transformers,  of  34,600-v. — 60,000-v  Y  primary,  2,300-v.  second- 
ary. Also  three  sets  of  aluminum  cell  lightning  aiTesters  for 
outdoor  use  and  one  set  for  indoor  use. 

P.  C.  Foster,  manager  of  the  Pittsburg  office  of  The  Buck- 
eye Electric  Company,  seems  ambitious  to  become  the  aviator 
of  the  electrical  industry.  At  the  convention  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Section  of  the  National  Electric  Association  Mr. 
Poster  made  a  balloon  ascension  at  Lake  Conneaut  which 
should  entitle  him  to  recognition  by  the  Aero  Club.  The 
balloon  reached  an  altitude  of  sixty-four  hundred  feet  and  cov- 
ered a  distance  of  over  thirty  miles  before  landing  near 
Meadville,  Pennsylvania. 


electrically  driven  No.  2  Kelly  Duplex  Mill  is  an  excellent  and 
popular  example  of  the  advantages  of  electric  drive  and  an- 
other factor  in  building  up  the  day  load. 


BOOK  REVIEW. 
McGraw  Electric  Railway  Manual.  Successor  to  American 
Street  Railway  Investments.  Edition  of  1911.  By  BYederic 
Nicholas.  Size  9x13  inches;  430  pages.  Transportation  maps 
for  all  large  American  cities;  clear  type;  strong  paper;  dur- 
able binding.  Published  by  McGraw  Publishing  Co.,  and 
for  sale  by  Technical  Book  Shop,  604  Mission  St.,  San 
Francisco.     Price  $7.50. 

A  complete  summary  of  this  interesting  and  valuable  book 
appeared  in  the  reading  columns  of  the  Journal  of  September 
16.  The  book  is  so  full  of  items  relative  to  American  railway 
practice,  it  is  difficult  to  describe  it  in  brief.  Tabulations  of 
earnings,  expenses,  balance  sheets,  statistics  of  operation, 
track  and  equipment,  together  with  the  names  and  addresses 
of  officers  and  directors  of  the  electric  railway  companies  of 
America,  make  the  book  absolutely  Indispensable  to  all  those 
who  desire  quick  and  accurate  Information. 
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0       NEWS  NOTES 


FINANCIAL. 

NOGAliES,  ARIZ. — The  bonds  for  a  weter  system  and 
also  those  for  a  sewer  system  hare  been  carried  by  a  large 
majority. 

ASOTIN,  WASH. — The  taxpayers  of  Asotin  have  voted  to 
bond  the  to'wn  for  $35,000,  to  provide  funds  for  the  installation 
of  a  modem  water  system. 

LOXG  REACH,  CAL.— The  $850,000  bonds  authorized  at 
the  recent  special  election  to  pay  for  the  purchase  of  the 
Long  Beach  and  Alamitos  Water  Companies  were  sold  to 
these  two  companies  by  the  council  at  par  and  accrued  in- 
terest. 

CALISTOGA,  CAL. — A  deal  of  considerable  importance 
to  Calistoga  and  the  upper  Napa  Valley  was  consummated 
when  William  Spiers  sold  his  electric  Light  business  to  the 
Napa  Valley  Electric  Co.,  whose  principal  place  of  business 
at  present  is  St.  Helena, 

BRIGHAM  CITY,  UTAH.— The  election  held  at  Honey- 
ville  went  in  favor  of  bonding  the  municipality  in  the  sum 
of  $12,000  for  waterworks  and  electric  light  and  power  pur- 
poses. It  is  estimated  that  $7000  will  install  the  water- 
works, while  the  balance  of  $5000  will  install  electric  lights. 

TREKA,  CAL. — The  Siskiyou  Electric  Power  &  Light 
Co.  has  purchased  the  electric  power  and  light  plants  of  the 
Rogue  River  Electric  Company  and  of  the  Prospect  Construc- 
tion Company,  including  several  hundred  miles  of  high  ten- 
sion wire  in  Southern  Oregon.  When  the  construction  work 
now  in  progress  is  completed,  a  total  of  80,000  h.p.  at  low 
water  will  be  developed  with  a  reservoir  storage  which  will 
contain  a  peak  load  storage  capacity  of  60,000  h.p. 

AUBURN,  CAL. — The  Pacific  Gas  &  Electric  Company 
will  expend  $10,000,000  in  extending  its  power  system.  The 
additional  hydroelectric  capacity  of  the  company's  system 
will  include  a  tower  line  from  a  power  plant  on  Bear  River, 
Placer  County,  to  the  Bay  centers.  The  power  plant  is  to  be 
erected  on  property  that  was  formerly  owned  by  the  South 
Yuba  Water  Company's  system.  The  system  was  absorbed  by 
the  PaclBc  Gas  &  Electric  Company  the  first  of  the  present 
year.  The  Pacific  Gas  &  Electric  Company  now  has  a  total 
capacity,  in  eleven  installed  plants,  of  over  90,000  h.p.  and 
in  steam  plants  of  over  50,000  h.p.  The  plans,  in  the  proposed 
extension,  wUl  give  an  additional  71,000  h.p.  Plans  in  the 
proposed  extension  also  include  the  extension  of  a  dam  in 
the  canyon  of  the  South  Yuba  River,  below  Lake  Spauldine, 
which  will  increase  the  present  existing  power  storage,  which 
is  obtained  from  15  lakes  in  Placer  and  Nevada  counties,  by 
2,500,000  cubic  feet.  From  this  storage  reservoir  the  water 
will  be  conveyed  through  tunnels  and  ditches  to  Bear  River. 
The  first  plant  will  have  a  head  of  1647  feet,  developing  50,- 
000  h.p.  and  the  second  plant  will  have  a  fall  of  750  feet,  with 
a  capacity  of  21,000  h.p.  Active  work  is  now  going  on  at  the 
dam  site  below  Lake  Spaulding.  Surveys  have  been  com- 
menced for  all  the  tunnels  and  canals  necessary.  Rights  of 
way  are  being  obtained  for  a  tower  line  to  tie  in  with  the 
present  system  of  the  company,  which  covers  the  entire  por- 
tions of  Central  CaUfomia  and  aggregates,  in  high  tension 
lines  alone  1100  miles. 


ILLUMINATION. 

ELLENSBURG,  WASH.— Bonds  in  the  sum  of  $110,000 
have  been  passed  at  an  election  for  improvement  of  the 
municipal  lighting  plant. 

MORTON,  WASH. — The  commissioners  have  granted  a 
franchise  to  A.  W.  Van  Arsdale  for  the  installation  of  a  water 
and  light  system  at  this  place. 


TACOMA,  WASH. — Petitions  have  been  received  for  the 
installation  Of  street  lights  on  certain  avenues. 

NORTH  YAKIilA,  WASH.— The  Pacific  Power  &  Light 
Company  has  received  a  cluster  lighting  power  contract  at 
this  place. 

VICT0RL4.,  B.  C. — The  special  council  commission  has 
awarded  the  contract  to  Hutchinson  Bros,  at  $5827  for  the  in- 
stallation of  cluster  lights  on  Fort  street. 

SAN  BERNARDINO,  CAL. — The  City  Council  has  passed 
an  ordinance  granting  to  Fred  B.  ilechling  a  franchise  for  an 
electric  system  for  transmitting  electricity  for  light,  heat  and 
power. 

McillNNVILLE,  ORE.— This  place  will  install  a  cluster 
lighting  system  on  the  principal  streets.  Ornamental  poles 
with  three  lights  will  be  placed  and  wires  installed  under- 
ground. 

PASCO,  WASH. — Bids  will  be  received  by  L.  H.  Koontz, 
city  clerk,  up  to  September  19th,  for  ct^nstructing  conduits 
preparatory  to  the  installation  of  omamer.tal  lamps  for  street 
lighting  as  per  plans  on  file  at  office  of  said  city  clerk. 

PASCO,  WASH.— Bids  will  be  received  by  the  City  Coun- 
cil, L.  H.  Koontz,  city  clerk,  up  to  September  26th,  for  fur- 
nishing and  Installing  a  quantity  of  ornamental  lamp  posts 
with  cluster  lights,  globes,  and  equipped  with  all  wiring  and 
conduits. 

DORRIS,  CAL.— James  R.  Tapscott,  attorney  for  the  Sis- 
kiyou Electric  Power  &  Light  Company  of  Yreka,  has  made 
application  for  a  50-year  franchise  for  his  company.  The 
matter  will  be  decided  on  at  the  meeting  of  the  town  board 
November  6. 

PASADENA,  CAL. — Residents  and  property  owners  of 
Kenoak  Tract  have  taken  steps  toward  securing  a  lighting 
system  for  Kenoak  drive,  using  an  underground  system.  A 
committee  has  been  appointed  to  take  up  the  proposition  with 
city  officials  and  the  Edison  Electric  people. 

LONG  BEACH,  CAL.— The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Long 
Beach  Consolidated  Gas  Company  has  authorized  the  expendi- 
ture of  $250,000  for  a  gas  plant  to  be  e-ected  in  the  north- 
vest  section  of  the  city.  All  gas  used  tj^  the  city  will  then 
be  piped  from  a  500,000  cubic  foot  tank  in  inner  harbor,  an- 
other tank,  called  the  relief  holder,  will  b£  erected  and  a  short 
time  afterward  a  tank  with  a  capacity  cf  1,000,000  feet  will 
be  erected.  This  will  give  the  entire  pl<  nt  when  completed, 
a  capacity  of  11,800,000  cubic  feet.  F.  A.  'Jreen  is  manager  of 
the   company. 

PENDLETON,  ORE. — Engineers  repi  esenting  the  Pacific 
Power  &  Light  Company  and  the  Pacifi(;  Telegraph  &  Tele- 
phone Company,  in  a  recent  conference  v-ith  the  city  council, 
submitted  estimates  for  the  installation  of  underground  wires. 
According  to  figures  compiled  by  the  lighting  company's  engi- 
neers, it  would  cost  the  company  approximately  $20,900  for 
underground  wires  on  Main  and  Court  streets,  while  it  would 
cost  property  owners  in  the  same  district  $35,000.  The 
company  asked  the  municipality  to  employ  an  engineer  to  ver- 
ify the  reported  figures,  and  which  will  be  considered  by  the 
council.  The  telephone  company's  report  was  short  and 
stated  that  underground  wires  would  cost  $20,000. 


INCORPORATIONS. 

MARTINEZ,  CAL.— The  Mt.  Diablo  Telephone  Company 
oC  Martinez  has  been  incorporated  with  a  capital  stock  of 
?5000,  by  H.  C.  Wetmore,  president;  Charles  Gordon,  secre- 
tary; Percy  Douglas,  treasurer,  and  twelve  others. 

SACRAMENTO,  CAL.— A  $10,307.50  filing  fee  was  paid  to 
the  State  yesterday  when  the  Pacific  Electric  Railway  Com- 
pany of  Los  Angeles,  capitalized  at  $100,000,000  filed  articles 
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oi  incorporation  with  the  Secretary  of  State.  The  new  com- 
pany is  composed  of  eight  electric  railways,  radiating  from 
Los  Angeles  as  follows:  Pacific  Electric  Railway  Company, 
luos  Angeles  Interurbau  Railway  Company,  Los  Angeles  and 
Redondo  Railway  company,  the  Riverside  and  Arlington  Rail- 
way Company,  the  San  Bernardino  Vailey  Traction  Company, 
the  Redlands  Central  Railway  Company,  the  San  Bernardino 
Interurban  Railway  Company,  and  the  Los  Angeles  Pacific 
Company,  'ihese  railroads  comprise  those  in  which  H.  E. 
IXimtingCon  is  interested.  The  new  board  of  directors  is 
composed  cf  VVm.  F.  Herrin  oi  San  Francisco,  R.  C.  Gillis 
and  Paul  Shoup  of  Los  Angeles,  \V.  C.  Mai  tin  of  San  Fran- 
cisco, and  Epes  Randolph  of  Tucson. 

SAN  JOSE,  CAL.— A  $2,500,000  company  has  filed  its  ar- 
ticles of  incorporation  with  the  county  clerk  here,  under  which 
it  is  planned  to  operate  a  line  of  steamers  Irom  Aiviso  to  Scin 
i'rancisco  in  conjunction  with  an  interurban  electric  rail- 
way from  this  city.  The  corporation  is  known  as  the  San 
Jose  Terminal  Railway  Company,  and  the  principal  stock- 
holders  are  M.  J.  Gardner  oi  Stockton,  John  A.  Mehling  of 
San  Jose,  H.  H.  McCloskey  of  San  Francisco,  Hugh  Center 
of  San  Jose  and  Valentine  Koch  of  San  Jose.  M.  J.  Gardner, 
the  principal  stockholder,  is  president  of  the  Stockton  Ter- 
minal Railway. 

The  articles  of  incorporation  call  for  the  operation  of  a 
line  of  freight  steamers  between  San  Francisco  and  Aiviso, 
as  well  as  passenger  boats.  'Ihe  company  plans  to  build 
a  terminal  station  at  Aiviso,  or  rather  at  Beacon  13,  in  the 
San  Fi'ancisco  Bay,  on  land  owned  by  the  Dumbarton  Land 
Company  of  which  H.  H.  McCloskey  of  San  Francisco  is  a 
large  owner. 


TRANblVilSSIOiM. 

WILLOWS,  CAL.— The  Northern  California  Power  Com- 
pany is  planning  to  enter  Arbuckle  with  its  lines. 

FOLSOM,  CAL. — The  Pacific  Gas  &.  Electiic  Company  will 
construct  a  power  line  from  Folsom  to  Rosoville  in  the  near 
future. 

WEAVERVILLE,  CAL. — The  bid  of  the  Trinity  Dredging 
Company  for  a  franchise  for  an  electrical  transmission  line 
over  the  county  roads  near  Lewiston  in  the  sum  of  $144,  has 
been  accepted. 

PETALUMA,  CAL. — The  Pacific  Gas  &  Electric  Company 
lias  decided  to  extend  its  power  lines  from  this  city  to  Penn- 
grove  and  fiom  Petaluma  to  Mountain  View  avenue  district, 
and  also  through  the  Sunny  Slope  district. 

CHEHALIS,  WASH. — Announcement  has  been  made  that 
the  Washington-Oregon  Corporation  would  extend  its  wires  to 
Haskiil  lor  the  purpose  of  furnishing  power  to  the  rock  quarry 
there  and  also  to  furnish  lights  and  power  to  Littell  and  Adna 
en  route. 

LOS  ANGELES,  CAL.— The  Pacific  Gas  &  Electric  Com- 
pany has  decided  to  construct  a  large  storage  reservoir  in  the 
Sierra  Nevada  Mountains  several  miles  above  Nevada  City  to 
cost  about  $3,000,000.  Two  hydroelectric  power  plants  will 
also  be  erected. 

RIVERSIDE,  CAL.— The  Edison  Electric  Company  has  se- 
cured a  site  near  Bloomington  depot  on  which  a  sub-station 
will  be  erected  at  once.  This  plant  will  supply  the  commun- 
ity with  electricity.  The  company  will  also  install  a  number 
of  arc  lights  on  the  streets. 

VACAVILLE,  CAL. — Supervisor  Glendon  presented  an  or- 
dinance granting  to  the  Pacific  Portland  Cement  Company,  Con- 
solidated, a  franchise  to  erect  and  maintain  poles  and  wires 
over  a  certain  described  public  highway  in  Vacaville  town- 
ship.   The  ordinance  was  adopted. 

SALINAS,  CAL. — Two  bids  were  received  for  an  electric 
power  line  over  the  county  roads  up  the  Salinas  Valley.  One 
from  F.  G.  Baum,  representing  the  Monterey  County  Gas  & 
Electric  Company  for  $200,  the  other  was  $106,  from  Frank 
J.  Griffin.    The  bid  of  Mr.  Baum  was  accepted. 


COLTON,  CAL.— The  Southern  California  Edison  Com- 
pany has  purchased  a  block  on  Mt.  Vernon  avenue,  where 
it  will  run  a  plant  in  opposition  to  the  Sierra  company,  which 
is  erecting  a  plant  at  San  Bernardino.  Over  $16,000  will  be 
expended  on  the  building  here,  which  will  be  a  two-story  con- 
crete structure.  This  will  be  the  distributing  plant  for  all 
of  this  part  of  the  valley. 

ONTARIO,  ORE. — The  contract  for  furnishing  the  power 
for  the  pumping  plants  for  the  Ontario-Nyssa  irrigation  pro- 
ject has  been  awarded  to  the  Idaho-Oregon  Light  &  Power 
Company.  The  contract  is  for  25  h.p.  for  the  season,  the  cur- 
rent to  run  night  and  day  for  six  months,  the  light  company 
to  furnish  the  transformer.  The  company  also  contracts  to 
build  an  electric  line  along  the  ditch  to  accommodate  own- 
ers of  individual  pumping  plants  who  desire  to  raise  water 
above  the  main  ditch  for  irrigation  purposes,  and  will  build 
such  a  line  one  mile  for  every  10  h.p.  contracted  for. 


TRANSPORTATION. 

SEATTLE,  WASH.— The  Seattle,  Renton  &  Southern 
Railway,  Columbia  station,  will  erect  a  one-story  frame  sub- 
station at  5033  Rainier  avenue,  to  cost  about  $1000. 

VALLEJO,  CAL. — A  contract  for  the  grading  on  the  Val- 
lejo  &  Northern  Railroad  line  within  the  city  of  Vallejo  will 
be  let  soon,  says  President  T.  T.  C.  Gregory  of  the  Vallejo  & 
Northern. 

CUCAMONGA,  CAL. — Upland  parties  have  stated  that  the 
Ontario  and  San  Antonio  Heights  Electric  Railroad  will  be  ex- 
tended to  Cucamonga  from  Upland  provided  free  right  of 
way  can  be  secured. 

LIVINGSTON,  MONT.— The  Madison  River  Power  Com- 
pany will  extend  its  line  from  Livingston  to  Lewiston,  through 
the  Shields  River  Valley,  according  to  announcements  made 
by  General  Manager  Max  Hebgen. 

SAN  DIEGO,  CAL. — The  City  Council  has  passed  an  or- 
dinance granting  to  the  San  Diego  Electric  Railway  Company 
a  franchise  to  construct,  maintain  and  operate  for  a  period  end- 
ing September  1,  1952,  a  street  railway  on  certain  streets  of 
the  city. 

SAN  JOSE,  CAL. — An  ordinance  granting  to  the  Penin- 
sular Railway  Company  a  franchise  for  a  single  or  double 
track  standard  gauge  electric  railroad  in  the  county  of  Santa 
Clara,  and  also  upon  Willows  street,  Selmas  avenue  and  Lin- 
coln avenue,  has  been  passed  by  the  Board  of  Supervisors. 

CHEHALIS,  WASH.— The  Washington-Oregon  Corpora- 
tion has  closed  contracts  with  the  State  of  Washington  to  sup- 
ply all  electric  power  for  the  operation  of  the  convict  rock- 
crashing  plant,  at  Meskill,  12  miles  west  of  this  place.  Con- 
struction of  the  pole  line  and  installation  will  start  at  once. 

LOGAN,  UTAH. — The  Cache  County  Commissioners  have 
granted  a  franchise  to  the  Ogden,  Logan  &  Preston  Railway 
Company,  to  operate  within  the  county  an  electric  or  gasoline 
railway.  It  is  the  intention  of  the  company  to  construct  an 
electric  road  from  Ogden,  through  the  Cache  Valley  to  Preston. 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL. — Announcement  is  made  by  Gen- 
eral Manager  Furlong  of  the  West  Side  Railway  Company 
that  a  new  electric  railway  from  Sacramento  down  the  river 
to  Rio  Vista,  tapping  some  of  the  rich  lands  in  California,  wiU 
be  in  operation  within  a  few  months.  Actual  construction 
is  about  to  be  begun  by  the  company,  which  is  backed  by  E. 
R.  Lilienthal  and  associates,  who  will  invest  nearly  a  million 
dollars  in  the  project. 

VALLEJO,  CAL. — Extensive  plans  for  the  improvement 
of  Vallejo's  water  front  are  contemplated  by  the  officials  of 
the  Vallejo  &  Northern  Railroad  Company  as  an  adjunct  of 
their  terminal  and  grading  work  in  this  city.  The  company 
owns  about  25  acres  of  tide  lands  in  the  vicinity  of  the  foot 
of  Alabama  street,  where  the  railroad's  terminal  will  be  con- 
structed and  it  is  planned  to  fill  in  the  tide  lands  with  dirt 
and  rock  excavated  at  other  points  along  the  route. 

SEATTLE,    WASH.— B.    H.    Graff,    contractor,    American 
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l-.ank  building,  has  received  the  contract  for  the  construction 
cf  a  one-story  power  substation  at  the  foot  of  Nelson  place, 
for  the  city  of  Seattle,  at  a  bid  of  $8631.  The  remaining  bid- 
ders were:  S.  &C.  Carkeek,  at  ?868d;  Bartz  &  Grant,  $9556; 
G.  P.  Mowat,  $10,535;  Rounds  &  Hurson  Co.,  $11,750;  A.  W. 
Quist  &  Co.,  $12,309;  W.  G.  Clark,  $12,500;  John  Galber, 
$12,987,  and  the  Butler  Construction  Company  at  $14,000. 

KOOTENAI  FALLS,  MONT.— It  is  reported  that  a  Massa- 
chusetts syndicate  will  shortly  undertake  the  development 
o£  80,000  h.p.  electrical  energy  at  this  point,  for  distribution 
in  Western  Montana,  Northern  Idaho  and  Northeast  Washing- 
ton. J.  A.  Coram,  of  Boston,  counsel  for  the  corporation,  is  re- 
sponsible for  the  announcement.  The  plant  is  proposed  to  be 
located  seven  miles  east  of  Troy,  Mont.,  and  at  a  total  cost  of 
$8,000,000  will  require  two  years  for  completion.  The  main 
power  transmission  lines  will  be  as  follows:  Kallspell,  Mont., 
100  miles;  Spokane,  90  miles;  Wallace,  Idaho,  60  miles;  Sand- 
point,  Idaho,  38  miles,  and  Republic  a  distance  of  140  miles. 

FRESNO,  CAL. — Promoter  F.  S.  Granger  states  that  he 
had  received  $10,000  from  the  Guaranty  Trust  Company  of 
New  York  and  the  Underwriters  Company  of  Philadelphia. 
Granger  announced  that  the  laying  of  rails  would  begin  Oc- 
tober 15.  The  material  such  as  ties  and  rails,  will  begin 
to  arrive  about  October  5.  Grading  work  on  the  inter- 
urban  line  is  about  completed.  To  date,  35  V^  miles  have 
been  graded,  leaving  but  a  half  mile  to  be  prepared.  When 
the  ties  and  rails  arrive  the  laying  of  track  will  commence 
Just  outside  the  city  and  the  line  will  be  extended  in  the 
direction  of  Selma  as  quickly  as  the  work  can  be  done.  Ac- 
cording to  Granger,  the  grading  crew  has  been  doing  rapid 
work  and  the  entire  route  will  be  ready  for  ties  and  rails  by 
the  middle  of  next  week.  Granger  plans  to  have  the  first  cars 
in  operation  on  or  about  February  1,  1912. 

LOS  ANGELES,  CAL.— With  the  filing  of  the  incorpora- 
tion papers  of  the  new  Pacific  Electric  Railroad  at  Sacra- 
mento last  week,  official  announcement  was  made  that  its 
present  trackage  of  875  miles  would  be  increased  to  1875 
miles,  while  the  scope  of  territory  made  tributary  by  these 
extensions  would  be  more  than  quadrupled.  Work  on  a  por- 
tion of  the  new  lines  is  already  under  way  and  it  is  officially 
stated  that  construction  of  the  entire  system  will  be  carried 
forward  as  fast  as  material  can  be  secured  and  rights  of 
way  and  terminal  facilities  obtained.  Here  are  the  extensions 
which  are  made  a  matter  of  record  in  the  articles  of  incor- 
poration of  the  new  concern. 

The  Glendora  line  will  be  extended  to  San  Bernardino. 
The  Covina  line  will  be  built  through  Pomona  to  Riverside. 
A  city  trolley  service  is  being  installed  in  Riverside.  From 
the  LaHabia  line  a  line  will  be  run  to  Riverside  with  a 
branch  to  Santa  Ana.  From  a  point  on  the  Covina  line  to 
Long  Beach  a  new  cutoff  will  be  run.  A  line  will  be  built 
through  the  San  Fernando  Valley  and  to  Santa  Barbara,  with 
a  branch  to  the  town  of  San  Fernando.  From  Santa  Monica 
a  line  will  be  run  northeast  to  San  Buenaventura.  San  Pedro 
will  be  connected  with  Redondo  by  a  new  line  across  the 
peninsula  back  of  the  range  of  hills.  Prom  Santa  Ana  a 
trunk  line  to  San  Diego  will  be  built.  A  short  line  cutoff  from 
the  present  four  tracks  will  greatly  reduce  the  distance  and 
running  time  to  South  Pasadena.  Much  addition?l  trackage 
will  be  installed  at  many  times  along  the  shores  of  Los 
Angeles   Harbor. 

Power  for  the  system,  which  will  be  more  than  doubled 
when  the  announced  plans  are  carried  into  effect,  will  be  sup- 
plied by  the  Pacific  Light  &  Power  Company,  which  already 
has  under  construction  in  the  San  Joaquin  Valley,  a  plant 
which  is  intended  to  generate  greater  voltage  than  now  comes 
from  the  harnessing  of  the  Niagara. 


Company  will  extend  its  telephone  line  to  Cotati. 

TERRA  BELLA,  CAL. — The  organization  of  the  Ducor- 
California  Hot  Springs  Telephone  Company,  a  co-partnership 
company,  has  been  perfected  and  L.  S.  Wingrove  elected 
president. 

DAYTON,  WASH. — An  ordinance  has  been  passed  by  the 
City  Council  granting  a  franchise  to  the  Mount  Vernon  Tele- 
phone Company  to  build  a  telephone  line  along  certain  streets 
of  the  city. 

LA  PORTE,  CAL. — The  construction  of  a  new  telephone 
line  to  the  Bellevue  mine  near  Gibsonville  and  to  the  Tamarac 
Flat  station  near  Franklyn  Himm  on  Lunipkin  River  has 
been  started  by  the  forest  service. 

ABERDEEN,  WASH.— Chesterfield  &  Van  Buskirk,  con- 
tractors of  Tacoma,  have  been  awarded  the  contract  for  the 
construction  of  the  new  building  to  be  erected  on  Market 
stieet,  opposite  the  city  hall,  by  the  Pacific  States  Telephone 
and  Telegraph  Company,  at  a  cost  of  $35,000. 

NEVADA  CITY,  CAL. — James  Dolan,  superintendent  of 
construction  in  Nevada  and  Sierra  Counties  for  the  Pacific 
Telephone  &  Telegraph  Company,  is  awaiting  orders  from 
the  head  office  to  start  the  construction  of  a  new  telephone 
line  Irom  Camptonville,  Yuba  County,  to  Loyaltcn,  Sierra 
County,  a  distance  of  over  80  miles. 


TELEPHONE  AND  TELEGRAPH. 

PETALUMA,    CAL.— The    Gugllelmetti    Rural    Telephone 


WATERWORKS. 

WAPATO,  WASH.— Wapato  residents  have  decided  to 
adopt  the  municipal  waterworks  system  as  prepared  by  En- 
gineer Redman. 

SISSON,  CAL.— This  town  has  voted  in  favor  of  a  bond 
issue  of  $40,000  for  the  construction  of  a  water  plant  and 
the  building  of  a  city  hall. 

OXNARD,  CAL. —  Engineers  are  preparing  plans  for  a 
municipal  water  system  to  cost  about  $100,000.  A  bond  elec- 
tion for  improvements  will  be  held  socn. 

REDLANDS,  CAL. — Engineer  Hinckley  has  completed 
plans  for  the  construction  of  an  independent  system  of  water 
mains  for  the  business  section  of  this  city  for  fire  protection 
use. 

RENO,  NEV.— Bids  were  received  by  the  Board  of  Trus- 
tees of  the  town  of  Alturas,  Modoc  County,  Cal.,  up  to  Sept. 
13,  1911,  for  the  construction  of  the  waterworks  of  the  town 
of   Alturas. 

SAN  DIEGO,  CAL.— The  Hazard  Gould  Company  has 
been  awarded  the  contract  for  extending  the  Sweetwater 
water  system  to  the  Fairfield  tract  on  the  bay  side  of  Chula 
'nsta.     This  will  cost  about  $4000. 

CENTRALIA,  WASH. — The  construction  of  a  joint  water 
system  for  the  city  of  Centralia  and  Chehalis  to  be  owned 
and  operated  by  the  cities,  is  a  feasible  proposition.  The 
approximate  cost  is  estimated  at  $115,000. 

ORANGE,  CAL. — The  City  Council  has  passed  a  resolu- 
tioE  determining  that  public  interests  and  necessity  demands 
the  construction  of  a  water  system,  also  the  construction  of 
a  \^  aterworks  building  at  a  cost  of  about  $50,000. 

SPRAY,  ORE.— S.  L.  Cross  and  S.  C.  Johnson  are  to  put 
in  a  water  system  for  the  town.  A  well  ten  feet  in  diameter 
is  being  dug  in  Spray.  Additional  water  will  be  pumped 
through  two-inch  mains  to  a  concrete  tank  20x30. 

OGDEN,  UTAH.— The  David  &  Weber  Counties  Canal 
Company  has  awarded  a  contract  to  the  Lynch-Cannon  Com- 
pany for  the  erection  of  its  waterworks  plant  near  Riverdale. 
This  improvement  when  completed  will  represent  an  in- 
vestment of  $250,000. 

LYLE,  WASH.— The  Puget  Sound  Bridge  &  Dredging 
Company,  Central  building,  Seattle,  is  assembling  materials 
i'.nd  equipment  for  the  construction  of  the  Northwestern  Elec- 
tiic  Company's  dam  on  the  Klickitat  River,  near  this  city. 
The  dam  will  be  utilized  to  irrigate  6500  acres  by  ditch  and 
will  cost  $100,000.  The  completed  survey  demonstrates,  it  is 
stated,  the  practicability  of  a  project  to  cost  $500,000. 
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This  EntirL'  Plant  is  Du-voted  Solely  to  the  Production  of  OB  Hi  Ti-nsion  Insulators 

HE  Service  Efficiency  of  0-B  Hi-Tension  Porcelain  Insulators  has 
its  inception  in  0-B  Designs  which  are  the  result  of  years  of 
operating,  as  well  as  manufacturing,  experience.  Service  Effi- 
ciency is  guarded  by  unceasing  vigilance  through  every  step  by 
carefully  selected  clays,  mixing,  forming,  drying,  glazing,  firing,  inspect- 
ing and  testing.  The  0-B  Service  Efficiency  indicated  in  advance  by  tests 
is  being  borne  out  in  ACTUAL  SERVICE  on  the  lines  of  a  large  number  of 
the  most  important  Transmission  Companies  in  this  Country  and  Canada. 

Complete  Line  Listed  in  Insulator  Catalog  No.  1 0  and  Supplement  No.  3. 

Holabird- Reynolds  Go's.,  San  Francisco  -  Los  Angeles  --  Seattle 

Pacific  Coast  Agents  for  0-B  Insulators  made  exclusively  by  

The  Ohio  Brass  Co.,  Mansfield,  Ohio,  U.  S.  A. 


Alphabetical     Index     to     AdvertiiierN,     Page     h. 
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THE  BIG  MEADOWS  DAM 


In  constructing  the  Big  Meadows  dam,  the  Great 
Western  Power  Company  will  place  before  engineers 
and  investors  a  very  interesting  piece  of  work.  This 
dam  when  completed  will  back  up  the  flood  waters  of 


It  is  interesting  to  compare  this  dam  with  other 
similar  reservoir  dams.  There  are  but  three  that  can 
be  put  in  the  same  class.  These  are  the  Ashokan, 
the   Roosevelt  and  the  Assouan  dams.  The  Ashokan 


4. 


I'-ig. 


1.       Big   Bear    V'allej'    Uam    in   SuuUicrn    Caltluiiila,    iitaiiiij-; 
Type   ot  clam   adopted   in    the   Big    Meadows  project. 


-iiil'ii.'Uoii. 


the  Sierras,  submerging  25,600  acres  of  land,  thereby 
impounding  1,160,000  acre  ft.  of  water.  It  will  be 
720  ft.  long  oa  top  and  150  ft.  high  over  all.  By  the 
employment  of  the  Eastwood  Multiple  Arch  type  less 
than  30,000  cu.  yds.  of  reinforced  concrete  will  be 
necessary  in  its  construction. 


dam  of  the  New  York  water  supply  submerges  8300 
acres  of  land,  thereby  impounding  368,030  acre  feet 
of  water.  The  dam  is  1000  ft.  long  on  top  and  180  ft. 
high  ;  884,000  cu.  yds.  of  masonry  and  7,000,000  cu.  yds. 
of  earth  work  were  necessary  in  its  construction  and 
its  cost  was  $12,669,755.    The  Roosevelt  dam  of  the 
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U.  S.  Reclamation  Service  submerges  16,320  acres  of 
land,  thereby  impounding  1,284,000  acre  feet  of  water. 
The  dam  is  1080  ft.  long  on  top  and  280  ft.  high; 
332,300  cu.  yds.  of  material  were  necessary  in  its  con- 
struction and  its  cost  was  $3,470,000.  The  Assovan 
dam  in  Egypt  was  first  built  to  submerge  40,000  acres 
of  land  thereby  impounding  863,000  acre  ft.  of  water. 
The  original  length  was  6400  ft.  and  height  130  ft., 
necessitating  700,000  cu.  yds.  of  masonry  at  a  cost  of 
$12,250,000.  It  has  since  been  increased  to  1,500,000 
acre  ft.,  but  the  final  cost  and  dimensions  are  not 
available. 

The  present  project  for  the  building  of  the  Big 
Meadows  dam  produces  the  cheapest  reservoiring  per 
acre  ft.  of  any  project  of  its  size  in  the  world.  The 
comparative  small  amount'  of  concrete  (30,000  yards) 
is  due  in  a  great  measure  to  the  natural  endowments 
of  the  dam-site.  In  Fig.  2,  as  one  looks  down  stream, 
the  cleared  portion  is  the  location  decided  upon.  Nev- 
ertheless a  saving  of  $500,030  is  made  by  the  particu- 
lar design  of  dam  selected  over  a  cyclopean  masonr}^ 


The  North  Fork  of  the  Feather  River  has  its 
source  in  springs  rising  in  the  Big  Meadows.  It  flows 
out  of  the  Meadows  through  a  narrow  gorge  which 
provides   a   natural    and   inexpensive   site   as   detailed 


>'ig.  2.     jJamsite  at  Big  Meadows,  LiOOking  Down  Stream. 


dam.  The  dam-site  is  located  one  mile  below  Nevis, 
Plumas  county,  California.  The  dam  will  be  150  ft. 
high  over  all,  the  burden  being  34  ft.  in  depth.  The 
bed-rock  formation  is  a  gray  lava  or  basaltic  rock.  The 
drainage  area  from  which  the  waters  to  fill  the  en- 
closure will  be  drained  comprises  480  sq.  miles  of 
the  snow-capped  Sierras.  It  is  now  definitely  planned 
to  have  the  dam  completed  by  the  fall  of  1912  so  as  to 
benefit  by  its  water  storage  during  the  dry  season  of 
1913. 

The  dam  is  to  be  of  the  Eastwood  multiple-arch 
type.  John  S.  Eastwood,  the  originator  of  the  design 
employed  is  to  be  the  engineer  in  charge.  There  will 
be  22  spans  of  30  ft.  each,  and  in  addition  an  automatic 
spillway  constructed  with  straight  walls  and  a  concrete 
apron.  Fig.  3  shows  the  skeleton  of  an  Eastwood  mul- 
tiple arch  type  of  dam.  This  is  a  picture  of  the  Big 
Bear  Valley  dam  near  Redlands,  California,  now  in 
course  of  erection.  Fig.  1  shows  the  same  dam  almost 
complete.  This  dam  which  has  thus  far  proved  thor- 
oughly satisfactory  although  as  yet  not  fully  tested 
is  92  ft.  over  all  in  height,  363  ft.  long.  It  contains 
4684  cu.  yds.  of  material  and  impounds  63,000  acre  ft. 
of  water. 


Fig.  3.  Skeleton  view  of  Big  Bear  Valley  Dam,  illus- 
trating Eastwood  Multiple  Arch  Type  to  be  used  in  Big 
Meadows  project. 

above  for  a  dam  by  the  construction  of  which  there 
can  be  impounded  in  the  Big  Meadows  enormous  quan- 
tities of  water.  The  natural  minimum  flow  of  the 
river  is  approximately  1000.  co,  ft.  per  second.     This 


Fig.   4.      Area  to   Be   Flooded  by  Waters   Impounded 
in    Big  Meadows  When    Dam   is   Completed. 

flow  will  be  increased  to  1500  cu.  ft.  per  second  as  the 
result  of  the  construction  of  a  63  ft.  dam,  and  2500 
cu.  ft.  per  second  when  the  dam  is  raised  to  its  full 
height  of  110  feet  as  contemplated. 
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The  combined  minimum  Hows  of  all  the  rivers 
upon  which  power  is  now  being  developed  to  supply 
Oakland  and  the  territory  east  and  north  to  Oroville 
do  not  exceed  that  of  the  North  Fork  of  the  Feather 
River.  The  storage  possibilities  on  these  several 
streams  do  not  equal  that  of  the  Big  Meadows  alone. 
The  by-product  value  for  irrigation  of  the  waters 
stored  m  the  meadows  after  they  have  been  converted 
into  electric  energy  is  sufficiently  great  to  warrant  the 
belief  that  in  time  substantial  revenue  to  the  company 
will  accrue  from  this  as  yet  little  considered  source. 

At  Big  Bend,  eighteen  miles  above  Oroville,  and 
one  hundred  and  fifty-three  miles  northeast  of  Oakland, 
the  company  has  installed  in  successful  operation  a 
hydroelectric  plant  with  a  total  capacity  of  55,000  elec- 
trical horsepower  which  will  be  increased  in  the  near 
future  to  70,000  horsepower.  This  plant  consists  of 
a  masonry  dam  85  ft.  high  and  a  concrete  intake  tower 
through  which  the  water  is  delivered  under  pressure 
to  a  concrete  lined  tunnel  driven  through  the  solid 
rock  for  15,000  ft.,  from  which  it  passes  by  means  of 
a  steel  header  and  pressure  pipes  to  four  water  wheels 
directly  connected  to  electric  generators.  The  water 
is  utilized  under  a  head  of  455  ft.  at  which  head  the 
natural  minimum  flow  of  the  river  is  sufficient  for  the 
present  installation.  When  the  flow  of  the  river  is 
increased  to  2500  cu.  ft.  per  second  by  the  development 
of  the  Big  iVleadows  storage,  this  plant  can  be  increased 
to  110,000  electrical  horsepower  by  merely  adding  the 
necessary  generating  units,  the  intake  tower,  tunnel, 
and  header  having  been  constructed  of  sufficient  size 
to  accomplish  this  result. 

The  power  generated  at  Big  Bend  is  transmitted 
153  miles  to  Oakland  over  two  circuits,  each  consist- 
ing of  three  copper  cables  suspended  from  steel  towers 
set  in  concrete  foundations.  The  power,  which  is 
transmitted  at  100,000  volts,  is  reduced  to  make  it 
available  for  commercial  use  by  means  of  apparatus 
installed  for  that  purpose  in  concrete  substations  lo- 
cated at  Sacramento,  Brighton,  Antioch,  Cowell  and 
Oakland.  From  these  substations  secondary  distrib- 
uting circuits  carry  the  current  to  the  customers  of 
the  company.  Each  substation  can,  through  its  second- 
ary distributing  system,  supply  customers  within  a 
radius  of  twenty-five  miles. 

Between  the  Big  Meadows  and  the  present  plant 
at  Big  Bend,  the  North  Fork  of  the  Feather  River  has 
a  fall  of  3400  feet,  much  of  which  can  be  used  for  power 
purposes.  The  opportunities  for  the  profitable  use  of 
this  fall  are  practically  all  controlled  by  the  company. 
With  the  amount  of  water  which  will  be  made  avail- 
able by  the  Big  Meadows  storage  these  developments 
will,  it  is  estimated,  produce  500,000  horsepower. 

On  the  estuary  in  Oakland,  an  unusually  favorable 
location  for  securing  condensing  water  and  supplies 
of  fuel  oil  by  barge,  pipe  line  or  railroad,  the  company 
has  erected  a  concrete  and  steel  power  plant  contain- 
ing water  tube  boilers  and  three  steam  turbines  each 
directly  connected  to  electric  generators  of  a  com- 
bined capacity  of  15,000  electrical  horsepower.  This 
plant  is  in  reserve  for  emergencies  and  as  an  assur- 
ance to  customers  of  continous  service. 

The  steam  plant  in  San  Francisco  consists  of  a 
steel  and  concrete  building,  water  tube  boilers  having  a 


capacity  of  20,000  horsepower  and  steam  turbines 
directly  connected  to  electric  generators  having  a  ca- 
pacity of  28,000  electrical  horsepower.  Additional 
boiler  capacity  can  be  installed  in  the  present  building. 
From  this  power  station,  by  means  ot  conduits  in  the 
business  district,  and  over  head  lines  in  the  residence 
sections,  the  company  supplies  a  large  amount  of  cur- 
rent for  lighting  and  power  in  San  trancisco. 

Physical  connections  between  the  plants  in  San 
Francisco  and  Oakland  will  in  a  few  months  be 
eft'ected  by  means  of  cables  under  the  Bay  of  San 
Francisco.  This  will  make  it  possible  to  use  in  San 
Francisco  the  low  cost  hydroelectric  current  gener- 
ated in  the  mountains  at  a  very  substantial  saving  over 
that  generated  by  steam  from  fuel  oil.  It  also  makes 
available,  as  a  reserve  for  the  entire  system,  the  steam 
plant  m  San  Francisco  which  can  nov/  be  used  only 
for  that  district.  The  combined  capacity  of  the  power 
plants  now  in  operation  is  98,000  electrical  horsepower. 

The  Great  Western  Power  Company,  the  owner 
of  these  properties,  has  had  an  interesting  history.  It 
had  its  inception  in  1900  and  after  six  years  devoted 
to  the  acquisition  of  lands  and  water  rights  and  pre- 
liminary engineering  and  investigation,  was  incorpor- 
ated in  1906.  Construction  of  its  power  plant  at  Big 
Bend  was  started  the  same  year,  continued  without 
interruption  during  the  panic  of  1907,  and  was  com- 
pleted in  1909.  Ihe  company  has  been  m  successful 
commercial  operation  for  eighteen  months.  In  1908 
the  California  Electric  Generating  Company,  a  sub- 
sidiary of  the  Great  Western  Power  Company,  com- 
pleted its  steam  plant  in  Oakland,  it  having  been 
erected  as  a  reserve  to  the  hydroelectric  plant.  The 
company  has  but  recently  taken  over  the  City  Elec- 
tric Company  of  San  Francisco  by  purchase  of  its  capi- 
tal stock.  'Ihe  plant  of  the  City  Electric  Company  in 
San  Francisco  was  completed  in  November,  1907,  and 
has  since  been  in  continuous  operation. 

The  Great  Western  Power  System,  which  term  is 
used  to  designate  the  property  of  the  company  and 
its  subsidiaries,  including  the  City  Electric  Company, 
consists  of  hydroelectric  properties  on  the  North  Fork 
of  the  Feather  River  in  California;  a  steel  tower  trans- 
mission line  from  the  Big  Bend  power  plant  to  Oak- 
land; substations  at  Sacramento,  Brighton,  Antioch, 
Cowell  and  Oakland  and  secondary  distributing  lines 
radiating  therefrom,  and  underground  and  overhead 
distributing  systems  in  San  Francisco,  a  steam  plant 
in  Oakland  and  one  in  San  Francisco. 


ELECTRICITY    IN    AGRICULTURE. 

So  far  as  wheat  is  concerned  the  beneficial  effect 
of  electricity  has  been  amply  demonstrated  by  ex- 
periments already  carried  out.  With  three  dift'erent 
fields  of  wheat,  each  growing  electrified  and  non- 
electrified  crops,  so  distinct  was  the  improvement  in 
the  electrified  crop  that  a  line  of  demarcation  in  the 
field  could  be  plainly  seen.  Satisfactory  experiments 
have  also  been  tried  here  upon  sugar  beet.  In  Ger- 
many experiments  have  been  carried  out  with  an  elec- 
trified spray  of  water  in  order  to  get  over  a  difficulty 
which  has  been  encountered,  namely,  that  electrified 
crops   produce   less   in   dry   weather. 
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PRIMER    OF    APPLIED    THERMODYNAMICS.' 

FIFTH  LECTURE. 

Laws  of  So-called  Periect  Gases. 

During  the  last  lecture  the  results  of  applying 
heat  to  a  pound  of  ice  at  0"  F.  until  it  was  nnaliy 
evaporaLcd  into  steam  was  followed  step  by  step. 
As  long  as  any  water  remains,  the  steam  or  gas  being 
formed  has  peculiar  properties  as  compared  with 
the  steam  or  gas  when  its  temperature  is  raised  con- 
siderably beyond  ihe  evaporation  point  for  the  par- 
ticular pressure  at  which  the  evaporation  of  water 
in  steam  takes  place  by  a  slight  increase  in  heat,  or 
what  IS  practically  tlie  same  thing  the  condensa- 
tion of  steam  back  into  water  by  a  slight  decrease 
of  heat.  Where  steam  is  thus  heated  beyond  its 
condensation  point,  it  is  said  to  be  superheated,  and 
like  all  other  gases  heated  beyond  their  condensa- 
tion point,  it  obeys  almost  periect  laws,  which  are 
known  as  laws  ot  perfect  gases.  Among  the  socalled 
perfect  gases  may  be  classined  air,  hydrogen,  oxygen, 
superheated  steam,  ammonia,  carbonic  acid,  and  a 
number  of  others. 

Years  ago  a  scientist  named  Boyle  took  an  en- 
closed tube  of  the  form  A  B  C  D  li,  and  put  one 
of  the  socalled  perfect  gases  in  D  E  and  then  poured 
mercury  BCD,  into  the  tube,  thus  compressing  the 
gas  in  D  E.  ISlow  it  is  evident  that  the  weight  of  the 
column  of  mercury  BC,  added  to  the  atmospheric 
pressure  will  give  at  once  the  total  pressure  on  the 
gas  in  D  E.  By  pouring  in  more  mercury  at  A,  Boyle 


Fig.    15. 


Boyle's    Experiment    in    Establishing   His 
Law   of   Gases. 


found  a  wonderful  relation  which  is  still  known  as 
Boyle's  Law  of  Gases.  He  found  that  as  the  pres- 
sure was  increased  the  volume  of  the  gas  diminished, 
and  in  such  a  way  that  the  product  of  the  pressure 
and  volume  always  remained  constant.  Thus,  if  the 
volume  was  2  cu.  in.  at  14.7  lb.  pressure,  it  would 
be  reduced  to  1  cu.  in.  by  application  of  29.4  lb.  pres- 
sure. 

Putting  this  law  into  algebraic  form  we  have 

p  V  ^    a  constant, 

or  p  V  =  po  vo, 


'A  resume,  devoid  of  higher  mathematics,  covering  the 
essentials  of  a  series  of  lectures  now  being  given  by  the  editor 
of  this  Journal  before  the  Senior  Meclianical  Engineering 
students  at  the  University  of  California. 


where  p  =  pressure  per  square  foot, 

V  =  cubuc  feet  per  pound, 

po  =  pressure  per  square  foot,  usually  at  32°  P., ' 
vo  =  cubuc  feet  per  pound,  usually  at  Z2.°  F. 

In  1806  Charles  found  another  very  remarkable 
law  of  gases.  He  found  that  by  keeping  a  gas  under 
a  constant  pressure  and  applying  heat,  a  dehnite  in- 
crease in  volume  would  result.  JSJow  Charles  found 
dehnuely  that  if,  for  instance,  he  started  with  a  gas 
at  0"  C,  no  matter  what  the  pressure  as  long  as 
he  maintained  it  constant  throughout  his  experiment, 
when  he  had  applied  sutricient  lieat  to  raise  its  tem- 
peiature  to  1"  C,  the  gas  had  increased  l/273rd  of 
Its  volume.    Expressed  mathematically,  this  becomes 

v  =  v.    (1  -ft/2/3) 
where  v  ^  cubic   ft.   per  pound   of  gas, 

vo  =  cubic  ft.  per  pound  of  gas  at  0°  C, 
t  =  degrees   centigrade. 

By  observing  this  equation,  we  see  that  if  a  gas 
be  cooled,  jiere  would  be  a  point  where  its  volume 
would  be  practically  nothing.  Such  a  point  would 
be  reached  at  —  2/3"  C.  or  491.4°  F.  below  the  freez- 
ing point  of  water.  JMow  since  the  freezing  point  of 
water  is  })2^  on  the  Fahrenheit  scale,  to  convert  tem- 
peratures to  absolute  I'ahrenheit  scale,  we  must  add 
4o9."4  to  the  number  of  degrees  Fahrenheit,  and  to 
convert  temperatures  to  the  absolute  Centigrade  scale, 
2/3"  to  the  number  of  degrees  Centigrade. 

It  will  be  evidently  a  matter  of  great  convenience 
in  computation,  and  in  the  study  of  gases,  if  a  single 
equation  is  devised  that  will  represent  both  these 
laws  above  stated. 

Such  an  equation  is 

pv  =  RT, 
where  p  ==  the  number  of  lb.  per  sq.  ft., 

V  =  the  cu.  ft.  per  lb., 
R  =  a  constant, 

T  =  degrees  Fahrenheit  on  absolute  scale. 
Evidently  from  this  equation  we  can  find  the 
value  of  R  for  any  perfect  gas  if  we  know  its  volume 
at  any  given  temperature  and  pressure,  and  having 
once  determined  its  value,  ever  afterwards  any  pres- 
sure or  any  volume,  or  any  temperature  can  at  once 
be  computed  when  two  of  these  factors  are  known. 

In  the  case  of  air  and  its  application  in  the  air 
compressor,  we  know  that  one  lb.  of  air  has  a  volume 
of  12.39  cu.  ft.  under  atmospheric  pressure  of  32°  F. 
Now  as  we  have  previously  seen,  atmospheric  pressure 
amounts  to  14.7  lb.  per  square  inch.     In  our  formula 
this  pressure  must  be  multiplied  by  144  in  order  to 
compute  the  pressure  per  sq.   ft.,  and  as   32°    F.   is 
equal  to  491. °4  F.   in  the  absolute  temperature,  we 
now  substitute  in  our  formula 
pv-=RT 
(14.7  X  144)  X  12.29  =  R  (491.4) 
or  R=  53.37. 
Hence  for  air  we  have 

pv  =  RT, 
or  pv  =  53.37  T. 
This  equation  is  always  true  for  air,  hence  let  us 
take  a  practical  computation.  In  an  air  compressor 
chamber  we  have  10  lb.  of  air  at  200°  F.  The  cubical 
contents  of  the  chamber  amount  to  120  cu.  ft.  What 
must  be  the  pressure? 
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120 


T  =  4S9.4  +  200  =  659.4  v  == =  12 

10 

53.37  X  659.4 

hence-       p  = =  2950  lb.  per  sq.  ft. 

12 

In  the  •solution  of  problems  such  as  this,  the  slide 
rule  is  found  most  convenient  and  the  result  is  prob- 
ably correct  within  2  per  cent. 

Taking  another  illustration,  how  many  pounds 
of  air  does  it  take  to  fill  5600  cu.  ft.  at  15  lb.  pressure 
per  sq.  in.  and  at  60°  F? 

Here  p  =  15  X  144 ;  T  =  459.4  +  60  =  519.4, 

519.4  X  53.37 
y  ^ =  12.9,  and  as  this  is  the  vol- 

15X144 

5600 

ume  of  1  lb.,  5600  cu.  ft  contain ^  =  434  lb.  of  air. 

12.9 
It  is  evident  that  if  we  can  introduce  into  our 
general  equation  some  slight  modification  in  order 
to  obtain  weights  directly,  it  will  be  a  little  more 
convenient  in  the  solution  of  such  problems  as  the 
above. 

Let  V  =  total  cu.  ft.  of  a  gas. 
v=  cu.  ft,  per  lb. 
■W  =  weight  in  lb. 
Then  WXv  =  V 

V 
or  v  =  — 

W    ' 

Substituting  in  our  formula, 
p  V  =  R  T, 

V 
we  have  p  —  =  R  T, 
W 
pV 

orW  = 

RT 
In   the   last   problem,   above   mentioned,   we   can 
now  substitute  and  solve  directly;  thus: 

p  V       15  X  144  X  5600 

•  "w  =  J = =  434  lb.  of  air. 

RT  53.37X519.4 

Having  now  determined  a  definite  value  of  "R" 
in  the  case  of  air,  we  shall  next  discuss  an  accurate 
and  beautiful  method  of  determining  its  value  for  any 
other  perfect  gas,  by  simply  knowing  its  specific 
density.  Before,  however,  illustrating  this  method, 
it  will  be  instructive  to  discuss  one  more  law  of 
gases.  Dalton,  in  1807,  gave  forth  to  the  world  the 
law  of  partial  pressures,  summarized  in  the  follow- 
ing sentences.  Two  gases  at  the  same  temperature, 
provided  they  do  not  interact  chemically,  do  not  inter- 
fere with  each  other's  pressures  when  mixed.  Thus, 
if  they  are  forced  into  the  same  volume,  the  pressure 
of  the  mixture  is  equal  to  the  sum  of  those  of  the 
components.  The  gases  are,  therefore,  still  thought 
of  individually,  and  the  share  which  each  gas  has  in 
the  total  pressure  is  called  its  partial  pressure.  For 
example,  a  gas  measured  over  water  contains  water 


vapor.  The  partial  pressure  of  this,  called  the  aqueous 
tension,  which  is  definite  for  each  temperature,  must 
be  substracted  from  the  total  pressure. 

Now  if  the  gases  do  act  upon  one  another  chem- 
ically, we  must  very  carefully  consider  the  new  rela- 
tionship. The  difiference  in  the  two  cases  can  be 
better  seen  from  a  comparison  by  illustration.  First 
take  4ir  as  an  example  of  a  mixture  of  two  gases. 
As  we  have  previously  seen,  air  contains  four  parts 
by  volume  of  an  inert  substance  known  as  nitrogen 
and  one  part  by  volume  known  as  oxygen.  Each  part 
of  nitrogen  has  14  units  of  weight  as  compared  to  16 
units  of  weight  for  each  part  of  oxygen.  Placing 
these  5  parts  together  we  should  have  a  total  of  72 
units  of  weight,  which  would  occupy  5  units  of  vol- 
ume. Then  evidently  1  unit  of  volume  of  air  would 
have  14.4  units  of  weight.  Oxygen  gas  has  16  units 
of  weight  as  we  have  just  seen.  In  our  formula 
pv=RT,  which  we  have  found  true  for  all  perfect 
gases,  it  is  clear  that  if  we  are  considering  a  gas  that 
is,  for  instance,  twice  as  heavy  as  air,  v  would  be  but 
one-half,  and  consequently  R  would  have  to  be  but 
one-half.  Hence  to  compute  R  in  any  given  case, 
since  we  know  R  for  air,  we  have  a  simple  relation- 
ship, that  the  R  for  the  new  gas  is  to  the  R  for  air 
as  the  relative  density  of  the  air  is  to  the  relative 
density  of  the  new  gas.  Thus  to  find  R  for  oxygen,  we 
have 

Ro       14.4 


R.        16 
53.37  X  14.4 


or  Ro  = 


^48.1 


16 

To  compute  the  relative  density  of  a  mixture  of 
two  gases  which  have  undereone  a  chemical  change, 
we  must  proceed  very  carefullv,  taking  into  account 
the  laws  of  chemical  reaction.  Let  us  take  the  case  of 
superheated  steam,  or  H=  O,  which  means  that  2  units 
bv  volume  of  hvdroaren  have  been  mixed  and  chemi- 
cal reaction  taken  place  with  1  unit  bv  vohime  of 
oxv9-pn.  If  no  chemical  reaction  had  taken  place,  we 
should  proceed  to  comnute  its  relative  densitv  exactly 
as  in  the  case  of  air.  Thus  we  should  take  two  units 
of  volume  of  the  hvdrog-en.  which  renre=ents  two 
units  of  weip-ht  a1=o.  and  add  one  unit  of  oxv?en, 
which  renresents  16  un'ts  of  wei^-ht.  th'is  makinsr 
3  units  of  volume,  in  all.  renresenting-  18  units  of 
weieht.  Hence  1  unit  of  volume  would  represent 
6  units  of  weig-ht.  This  is  incorrect,  however,  as 
chemical  action  has  taken  niace.  and  the  two  hvdro- 
gen  units  have  combined  with  the  one  unit  of  oxveen 
to  form  steam  or  Hz  O.  It  is  found  bv  experiment 
that  the  volume  occupied  by  the  new  compound  is 
twice  as  much  as  the  oxve-en  under  the  same  condi- 
tion of  pressure  and  temperature.  Hence  the  weiffht 
of  the  new  compound  or  rather  density  is  one-half 
of  the  18  units  above  referred  to  or  in  this  case  9. 
Therefore  to  compute  R  for  steam,  we  have 

R   Csteam)       14.4 


R  (air) 
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53.37  X  14.4 


or  R   (steam)  = 


=  85.6 


Similarly  for  other  gases,  we  find  values  in  the 
following  table : 

Relative  R 

Density.  Value. 

Air    14.4    53.4 

O 16 48.1 

H   1 770. 

N    ' 14 54.9 

CO,   22 35. 

NH, 8.5    90.6 

CO 14 54.9 

H,0    (steam) 9 85.6 

We  must  observe  caution  in  using  too  freely  the 
above  formulas,  for  at  our  ordinary  pressures  and  tem- 
peratures, the  gas  may  be  too  near  its  condensa- 
tion point,  and  we  shall  find  that  the  law  for  perfect 
gases  will  not  hold  when  a  gas  becomes  a  saturated 
vapor  or  even  too  near  this  point.  With  proper  dis- 
cretion in  their  use,  however,  the  above  will  be  found 
sufficiently  accurate  for  their  ordinary  application. 

THERMOTWISTERS. 

1.  Find  tlie  volume  of  one  pound  of  air  in  an  air  compressor 
at  a  pre.ssure  of  100  lb.  per  sq.  in.,  the  temperature  being  32°  F., 
using  Boyle's   law  only. 

2.  From  Charles'  law,  find  the  volume  of  one  pound  of  air 
at  atmospheric  pressure  and  72°  F. 

3.  Find  the  temperature  of  2  ounces  of  hydrogen  con- 
tained in  a  1-gallon  flash  and  exerting  a  pressure  of  10,000  lb. 
per   sq.   in. 

4.  Hov^  large  a  flask  will  contain  1  lb.  of  nitrogen  at  3200 
lb.  pressure  per  sq.   in.   and   70°    F? 

SOLUTION    OF    THERMOTWISTERS — SECOND    LECTURE 

1.  Convince  j'ourself  of  tlie  enormous  amount  of  latent 
energy  stored  in  10  lb.  of  coal.  Assume  that  eacli  lb.  of  coal  has 
a  calorific  value  of  14,500  B.t.u.  Convert  into  meciianical  energy 
and  estimate  tlie  vertical  aerial  journey  you  could  take  on  this 
energy,  "were  it  exploded  under  you  and  your  body  were  able 
to  absorb  all  the  energy. 

Total  calorific  value   of  coal. 

=  10X14,500  =  145,000    B.t.u. 

145.000  X  778  =  112,800,000  ft.    lbs.,    of   energy   represented. 

Assuming  my  weight  at  175  lb.,  it  would  require  175  ft.  lb. 
to  lift  me  1  ft.     Hence  I  would  be  lifted  a  total  distance  ol 


145,000  X  778 


175 


•=:  644.500   ft.      Ans. 

or   about   123    miles, 


2.  In  a  heat  engine  test,  each  pound  of  steam  leaves  the 
engine  containing  125.2  B.t.u.  less  heat  than  when  it  entered 
the  cylinder.  The  engine  develops  155  h.p.,  and  consumes  3160 
lb.  of  steam  per  hoar.  Compute  the  mechanical  equivalent  of 
heat. 

155   h.p.  ^155  X  33,000  X  60   ft.   lbs.   per   hour. 

Since  125.2  B.t.u.  leave  each  lb.  of  steam  for  a  total  of  3160 
lb.,   we   have 

3160  X  125.2 

Hence  mechanical  equivalent  of  heat 


155  X  33,000  X  60 


-  =  775     Ans. 


3160  X  125.2 

3.  In  a  test  to  determine  the  calorific  value  of  anthracite 
coal  by  means  of, a  Parr  Calorimeter,  y-i  gram  of  the  coal  was 
properly  burned  and  a  temperature  rise  of  2.040°  C  noted.  How 
many  B.t.u.   of  heat  per   lb.   of  coal? 

On  page  228,   we   find 

C=  (t  —  0.006")  X  W  X  0.73 

Since  W=2   kilograms   we   have 

0=  (2.040  —  0.006)  X  2  X  0.73  calories  per  1/2  grra.  of  fuel. 
or  2.034  X  2  X  0.73  X  2000  calories  per  kilogram  of  fuel. 

Since   1°    C.  =:9/5'='    F.    and    1   kilogram  ^  2.205    lb.,    we   have 


B.t.u.  per  lb  of  f uel  = 


2.034  X  2  X  0.73  X  2000 


2.205 


X  9/5  :=4S50.  Ans, 


4.  A  piece  of  cast  iron  bar,  weighing  one-half  lb.,  is  thrown 
into  the  furnace  and  heated  to  the  temperature  of  the  fire,  and 
is  then  withdrawn  and  placed  in  a  pail  containing  10  lb.  of 
water.  The  original  temperature  of  the  water  was  60°  P.,  and 
after  immersion  of  the  iron,  the  temperature  rose  20°.  Find 
temperature  of  the  furnace. 

On  page  227  we  find  specific  heat  of  cast  iron  is  .180. 

Wt 

X  =  T  -I 

WS 
10  X  20 

orX=:60-) =60  4-2224  or  2284°  F.     Ans. 

0.5  X  -180 


INTERURBAN    RATE    MATTERS    IN    THE 
NORTHWEST. 

The  supreme  court  of  the  State  of  Washington 
has  recently  handed  down  a  most  important  decision 
relative- to  the  rate  struggle  of  electric  railways  oper- 
ating in  suburbs  of  Tacoma  and  Seattle.  The  case 
in  question  being  that  of  the  Puget  Sound  Electric 
Railway  Company,  appellant,  against  the  railroad 
commission  of  Washington  ex  rel  W.  H.  Paulhamus, 
respondent,  and  David  Hart  and  others,  interveners, 
sustaining  the  Thurston  county  superior  court  in  up- 
holding the  order  of  the  railroad  commission  which  re- 
duces the  rates  on  the  interurban  between  Seattle 
and  Tacoma  for  a  distance  of  twelve  miles  out  of 
each  city,  and  which  cuts  the  rates  on  the  Seattle- 
Rertton  line  and  the  Tacoma-Puyallup  line. 

The  first  rates  were  established  when  the  com- 
pany started  business  in  1902,  and  they  prevailed  until 
October  17,  1909,  when  the  company  put  in  its  new 
rates,  which  resulted  in  almost  depopulating  the 
smaller  suburbs,  which  were  inhabited  by  the  workers 
of  Seattle  and  Tacoma,  who  had  acquired  land  for 
small  homes  because  of  the  low  rates.     It  was  shown 


Limited   Train,    Pugct   Sound    Electric   Railroad.      This 
is   the   road   the   new   rate   decision  will   directly   affect. 

that  they  could  not  aiTord  to  pay  the  new  rate,  there- 
fore the  commission  held  it  was  unreasonable. 

Chairman  H.  A.  Fairchild,  of  the  commission,  de- 
clares that  the  decision  is  the  most  important  that 
has  ever  been  made  in  the  Washington  court  on  the 
subject  of  rate  making 

The  court  takes  the  same  view  the  commission 
does :  That  7  per  cent  is  not  an  unreasonable  return 
on  an  investment ;  that  mistakes  of  the  company  in 
the  past  cannot  be  assessed  to  the  traveling  public 
(for  it  v.-as  shown  that  since  being  organized  the  com- 
pany has  not  set  aside  a  proper  sum  to  cover  depre- 
ciation). 
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"The  importance  of  the  decision  is  not  measured 
by  the  relief  granted  to  the  patrons  of  this  road,"  says 
Mr.  Fairchild.  "It  is  in  the  principles  enunciated, 
which  will  be  authoritative  in  the  determination  of 
future  rate  hearings. 

"The  court,  in  an  exhaustive  review,  sustains  the 
commission  in  its  holding  that  the  maximum  charge 
that  can  be  made  by  a  public  service  company  is 
the  value  of  the  service  to  the  patron  (provided  the 
charge  pays  the  cost  of  the  extra  service  rendered) 
irrespective  of  whether  the  particular  charge  will  be 
remunerative  to  the  stockholders. 

"The  railroad  company  contended  that,  while  it 
might  properly  voluntarily  reduce  the  charge  for  a 
particular  service  to  a  point  that  was  not  compensa- 
tory, the  commission  possessed  no  such  authority  and 
must  be  guided  solely  by  a  consideration  whether  the 
rate  was  remunerative ;  that  this  was  a  question  of 
Dolicy,  and  when  the  commission  ordered  in  a  rate 
that,  standing  alone,  was  an  unremunerative  rate,  it 
usuroed  the  functions  reserved  to  the  comoanv. 

"The  effect  of  the  decision  is  to  permit  the  com- 
mission in  dealing  with  particular  rates  to  consider 
all  the  elements  and  surroundings  that  would  influence 
an  honest  traffic  manager  in  putting  in  or  changing 
such  rate. 

"Manv  questions  affecting  valuation  of  railroads 
are  settled  bv  the  decision.  From  a  commission  stand- 
noint.  it  is  the  most  important  decision  handed  down 
hv  niir  courts. 

"In  my  ooinion,  the  order  affirmed  will  result  in 
an  increase  of  net  returns  to  the  company.  The  rates 
ordered  reduced  affect  only  approximately  10  per  cent 
of  the  company's  revenues,  and  the  increase  in  travel 
by  reason  of  the  reduced  rates  will,  in  my  judement. 
result  in  a  benefit  instead  of  an  injury  to  the  railroad 
company." 


ELECTRICAL  JOBBERS  AT  PORTLAND. 

The  Pacific  Coast  electrical  jobbers  met  at  Port- 
land. Oreeon,  on  September  21.  22  and  23.  Thev 
played  Forne  golf,  saw  some  baseball  and  heard  some 
naners.  The  g-olf  tournament  was  won  by  R.  D.  Hola- 
bird.  who  still  holds  the  cun.  The  baseball  was  of 
ihe  nrofessional  series  which  is  not  vet  completed. 
Tfip  naners  will  appear  in  subsequent  issues  of  this 
nubl'Vation. 

The  papers  read  and  discussed  included  "Cost  o^ 
Doine  an  Electrical  Supply  Business,"  bv  R.  D.  Hola- 
bird  of  San  Francisco:  "What  Should  Constitute 
Assets  of  a  Company,"  by  R.  H.  Gregory  comp- 
troller of  the  Western  Electric  Company,  and 
"How  to  Overcome  the  Practice  of  Selling  Staple 
Commodities  at  a  Loss,"  by  F.  M.  Bernadin. 

At  the  banquet  on  Friday  evening  a  number  of 
manufacturers'  representatives  also  joined  the  party, 
having  been  invited  to  be  in  Portland  at  the  time.' 
These  included  S.  D.  Vanderpfrift  of  the  National  Elec- 
tric Tamp  Association;  H.  E.  Sanderson  of  the  Bry- 
ant Electric  Company;  Irving  H.  Shorno  of  the 
General  Electric  Company:  Henry  R.  Behneman, 
manager  of  John  R.  Cole  Company's  Seattle  house; 
^.  E.  Barlow  and  C.  E.  Johnson  of  the  American 
Ever  Ready  Company;  C.  E.  Gregory  of  the  Arrow 
Electric  Company;  F.  G.  Larkin,  Seattle  representative 


of  the  Telephone  Electric  Equipment  Company,  and 
M.  D.  Stearns  of  the  Standard  Underground  Cable 
Company. 

The  meeting  was  unanimously  declared  to  be 
one  of  the  most  successful  yet  held,  being  character- 
ized by  an  excellent  spirit  of  co-operation  in  electrical 
trade  circles  on  the  Pacific  Coast.  Portland's  beauties 
of  climate  and  scenery  were  fully  enjoyed  especially 
by  those  participating  in  the  golf  tournament  at  the 
Waveriy  Golf  Club. 

The  formal  meeting  adjourned  at  noon  on  Satur- 
day, some  leaving  for  San  Francisco  and  some  for 
Seattle  later  in  the  day,  others  staying  to  enjoy  the 
hearty   hospitality   of   the    web-footers. 


SEATTLE  BRANCH  MEETING  OF  AMERICAN 
INSTITUTE  OF  ELECTRICAL  ENGINEERS. 

The  members  of  the  Seattle  Section  of  the  Ameri- 
can Institute  of  Electrical  Engineers  met  at  dinner  at 
the  Arctic  Club  on  the  evening  of  September  16.  This 
being  the  first  meeting  after  the  summer  recess  no  for- 
mal paper  was  presented.  Secretary  Whitney 
reported  the  business  transacted  at  the  Chicago  na- 
tional meeting  and  Chairman  A.  A.  Miller  outlined 
a  comprehensive  plan  of  action  for  the  next  year.  In 
all  likelihood  a  Pacific  Coast  meeting  will  be  held  at 
Seattle  about  the  time  of  the  National  Electric  Light 
Association's  convention  there. 


MINE  PRODUCTION  IN  1910  AS  REPORTED  BY 
THE  U.  S.  GEOLOGICAL  SURVEY. 

The  mine  output  of  gold,  silver,  copper  and  lead  in 
California  in  1910  had  a  value  of  $27,020,405,  according 
to  figures  compiled  by  Charles  G.  Yale  and  just  made 
public  by  the  United  States  Geological  Survey.  The 
production  of  gold  was  $19,715,440;  that  of  silver 
1,840,085  fine  ounces,  valued  at  $993,643;  that  of  cop- 
per 48,700,756  pounds,  valued  at  $6,184,996;  and  that 
of  lead  2,870,977  pounds,  valued  at  $126,323. 

These  figures  show  a  decrease  in  the  output  of 
gold,  silver,  and  copper  as  compared  with  the  figures 
for  1909,  but  a  large  increase  in  lead.  The  1909  fig- 
ures are  as  follows :  Gold,  $20,237,870 ;  silver  2.098,253 
ounces,  valued  at  $1,091,092;  copper  57,288,281  pounds, 
valued  at  $7,447,476;  lead,  1,502,597  pounds,  valued  at 
$64,612. 


PRESERVATION  OF  POLES. 

An  interesting  fact  disclosed  by  the  figures  from 
the  recent  census  statistics  is  the  rapid  growth  of 
the  practice  of  treating  poles  in  order  to  prolong  their 
period  of  use.  In  1910  824,673  poles,  or  more  than  21 
per  cent  of  the  total  reported  purchases  for  that  year, 
were  given  some  preservative  treatment.  This  num- 
ber was  an  increase  of  248,042  poles,  or  43  per  cent 
over  that  of  1909;  480,285,  or  139.5  per  cent  over  that 
of  1908;  and  428,474,  or  108.1  per  cent  over  that  of 
1907.  In  1910  the  class  of  pole  users  which  applied 
preservatives  most  extensively  was  the  electric  rail- 
road, light,  and  power  companies,  29.4  per  cent  of  the 
reported  purchases  having  been  given  some  treatment 
of  this  character,  as  against  19.9  per  cent  by  steam 
railroads  and  19.4  per  cent  by  telephone  and  telegraph 
companies. 
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GENERATING  PLANTS  AT  VICTORIA  FALLS. 

The  Victoria  Falls  &  Transvaal  Power  Company 
has  at  present  three  generating  stations  in  South 
Africa,  the  old  one  at  Brakpan  and  two  new  ones  at 
Rosherville  and  Simmer  Pan,  while  the  foundations  for 
the  station  at  Vereeniging  are  now  being  proceeded 
with. 

The  Simmer  Pan  plant  comprises  six  impulse  tur- 
bines of  4500  brake  horsepower  each.  The  generation 
is  three-phase,  50  cycles  of  5000  volts  transformed  to 
10,000,  20,000  and  40,000  volts,  as  required.  The 
whole  system  is  managed  from  the  control  room, 
which  is  in  charge  of  an  engineer  in  telephonic  com- 
munication with  every  part  of  the  system.  The  scale 
of  prices  is  as  follows  (1  penny  =  2  cents) : 


Per 

unit  from 

Oct.  : 

1,   1910,  to 

Per  unit  after 

Load  factor. 

Sept. 

30,   1912. 

Oct.   1,   1912. 

Per  cent. 

Pence. 

Pence. 

10 

2.512 

2.475 

15 

1.754 

1,717 

20 

1.375 

1.338 

30 

.995 

.958 

40 

.807 

.770 

50 

.692 

.655 

60 

.617 

.580 

70   and  over 

.5617 

.525 

The  actual  cost  of  generation  has  not  transpired, 
but  at  the  station  of  the  Randfontein  Central,  where 
coal  costs  more  in  consequence  of  25  miles  extra  haul- 
age, the  cost  has  been  brought  down  to  below  a  far- 
thing (J/2  cent)  per  unit  at  the  switchboard  and  0.4d. 
(0.8  of  1  cent)  into  motors  all  over  the  property.  When 
the  central  mill  is  in  full  operation  and  the  amount 
generated  increased,  with  consequent  spreading  of  the 
standing  charges,  it  is  confidently  expected  that  these 
figures  will  be  improved  upon. 

The  stations  of  the  Victoria  Falls  Company  are 
being  worked  at  their  fullest  capacity,  the  Rand  mines 
requiring  considerably  more  power  than  they  origi- 
nally contracted  to  purchase.  At  some  mines,  conse- 
quent upon  the  scarcity  of  hammer  boys,  the  old  steam 
plants  have  lately  been  started  up  so  as  to  supplement 
the  supply  of  electricity  and  compressed  air  in  bulk. 


AMERICAN  EXPORTS. 

According  to  the  American  Manufacturers'  Asso- 
ciation's reports  the  increase  in  the  exported  manufac- 
tures of  the  United  States  in  the  last  year  was  almost 
$150,000,000;  while  the  total  values  of  those  products 
had  reached  $915,000,000  in  the  last  fiscal  year.  The 
coming  convention  will  be  unique  in  many  ways.  It 
will  bring  together  for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of 
American  commerce  the  leading  exporters,  manufac- 
turers and  export  managers  in  the  United  States. 


PACIFIC  COAST  GAS  ASSOCIATION. 

In  the  following  columns 
will  be  found  a  continuation 
of  the  papers  read  before  the 
recent  convention,  in  Oakland, 
of  the  Pacific  Coast  Gas  Asso- 
ciation. Committee  reports 
will  be  found  appended  before 
the  editorial  page  of  the  Jour- 
nal.    The   paper  of   Professor 

C.  L.  Cory,  started  in  the  last  issue  of  the  Journal, 

will  be  found  concluded  in  this  issue: 


THE  NAPHTHALENE  PROBLEM  IN  OIL  GAS 
MANUFACTURE  AND  DISTRIBUTION. 

BT   F.    S.   WADE.i 

In  the  following  paper  I  will  not  attempt  to  ofiEer 
any  new  theories  concerning  naphthalene,  its  for- 
mation, its  deposition,  its  removal ;  too  many  have 
already  been  ofifered.  I  will  only  endeavor  to  state 
the  theories  which  most  clearly  follow  invariable 
physical  laws  and  the  facts  as  I  have  observed  them. 

Let  us  first  consider  the  nature  and  origin  of 
naphthalene.  As  we  only  too  well  know,  it  is  a 
white  crystalline,  solid  hydrocarbon,  93.7  per  cent 
carbon  and  6.3  hydrogen;  it  has  a  melting  point  of 
176°  F.  and  boils  at  424°  F.  At  the  ordinary  temper- 
ature, its  vapor  tension  is  very  low,  but,  as  will  be 
seen  by  the  attached  curve,  one  that  rises  very  rapidly 
with  increases  in  temperature  above  about  90°  F. 
It  has  the  rather  peculiar  property  of  passing  from  a 
vapor  to  a  solid  with  no  intermediate  liquid  condi- 
tion, and  this  property,  more  than  any  other,  causes 
its  intensely  objectionable  features  as  a  hydrocarbon 
in  illuminating  gas. 

Naphthalene  is  quite  generally  formed  when  or- 
ganic substances  are  decomposed  at  a  fed  heat.  For 
example,  it  is  readily  made  in  the  laboratory  by  pass- 
ing alcohol,  ether,  benzine  and  acetic  acid  through  red 
hot  tubes.  I  have  .made,  when  experimenting  with 
the  decomposition  of  California  petroleum  in  a  small 
iron  retort,  at  a  temperature  below  1600°  F.,  naph- 
thalene in  sufficient  quantities  to  quickly  stop  up  a 
}i  in.  off-take  pipe.  It  may,  therefore,  be  safely 
stated  that  any  process  of  making  gas,  of  say 
20  candle-power,  or  640  B.t.u.  from  petroleum, 
will  make  more  than  enough  naphthalene  to  sat- 
urate gas  as  it  leaves  the  wash-box  at  a  temper- 
ture  of,  say  150°  F.  This  statement  is  readily  proved 
by  the  fact  that  a  small  quantity  of  solid  naphtha- 
lene is  invariably  found  in  the  carbon  from  the  wash- 
box,  showing  that  an  excess  of  naphthalene  crystal- 
lized out  when  the  hot  gas  coming  from  the  gener- 
ator was  cooled  on  striking  the  water  in  the  wash- 
box.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  very  high  temper- 
atures in  the  generator  make  excessive  quantities 
of  naphthalene,  but  this  extra  amount  will  appear 
only  as  a  greater  percentage  in  the  carbon  and  tar; 
places  where  it  does  no  particular  harm.  It  is  my 
opinion  that  any  effort  looking  to  the  elimination 
of  naphthalene  trouble  by  doing  away  with  its  forma- 
tion in  the  generator  is  misdirected. 

If  we  admit  that  considerable  quantities  of  naph- 
thalene will  be  made  by  the  oil  gas  process  under  the 
most  favorable  circumstances  of  manufacture,  the 
question  then  becomes  how  best  to  prevent  its  de- 
positing in  troublesome  quantities  and  places. 

The  vapor  tension  of  naphthalene  is  such  that' 
the  following  quantities  are  carried  by  gas  when  sat- 
urated : 

Temp.  Grains 

Deg.  F.  per  100  cu.  ft. 

50  7 

80  42 

90  71 

IfO  117 

120  276 

130  403 

140  S28 

'  Chemist,   Los   Angeles   Gas   &  Electric   Corporation. 


September   30,   1911.] 
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At  these  various  temperatures,  100  cubic  feet  of 
gas  can  carry  tlie  number  of  grains  stated  and  no 
more.  It  is,  therefore,  evident  that  if  gas  leaves  a 
works  saturated  with  naphthalene  at  80°  F.  and  en- 
counters somewhere  in  the  distributing  system  a  tem- 
perature of  60°  F.,  29  grains  of  naphthalene  will  be 
deposited  for  each  100  cubic  feet  of  gas.  And  worst 
of  all,  wherever  a  drop  in  temperature  is  encountered, 
naphthalene  is  deposited  in  a  small  space  in  the  form 
of  thin  crystalline  plates  growing  out  from  the  interior 
surface  of  the  pipes  at  right  angles  to  the  flow  of  gas. 
This  habit  of  crystallization  enables  a  minimum  weight 
of  the  solid  to  offer  a  maximum  of  obstruction  to  the 
flow  of  gas. 

A  great  deal  has  been  said  and  written  about  the 
efifect  of  water  vapor,  benzol,  ammonia  and  other 
vapors  upon  the  deposition  of  naphthalene.  Experi- 
ments to  study  these  points  were  made  by  holders 
of  the  Gas  Engineering  Fellowship  of  the   ]\Iichigan 
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Chart   yiiowing  Vapor   Tension    of   Naplithalene. 

Gas  Association  at  the  University  of  Michigan  under 
scientific  conditions  which  would  be  difficult  to  dupli- 
cate in  the  industrial  gas  laboratory.  The  results  of 
these  experiments  were  published  in  the  proceedings 
of  the  Michigan  Association  for  1905,  and  may  be  con- 
sulted at  length  therein.  It  was  found  that,  with  the 
single  exception  of  gas  containing  benzol  vapor,  the 
nature  of  the  mixed  vapors  or  gases,  of  which  naph- 
thalene vapor  formed  a  part,  had  no  effect  upon  the 
vapor  tension  of  naphthalene.  In  other  words,  crys- 
tals of  naphthalene  would  be  deposited  in  the  same 
quantities  at  the  same  temperature  from  air,  hydro- 
gen, acetylene,  dry  coal  gas,  coal  gas  saturated  with 
moisture,  or  heavily  charged  with  ammonia.  It  ap- 
peared that  gas  containing  a  considerable  amount  of 
benzol  vapor  was  able  to  carry  a  greater  quantity  of 
naphthalene  without  deposition.     Benzol  is  not,  how- 


ever, found  in  sufficient  quantities  in  oil  gas  to  have 
any  serious  effect. 

In  view  of  these  facts,  it  may  be  safely  stated  that 
the  only  important  factor  in  naphthalene  deposition 
is  temperature  change.  It  may  also  be  stated,  that 
so  long  as  gas  reaches  before  leaving  the  works,  a 
temperature  as  low  as  the  lowest  it  will  encounter 
in  the  distributing  system,  there  is  no  possibility  of 
naphthalene  being  deposited.  Unless  a  plentiful  supply 
of  cold  water  can  be  had,  this  condition  of  tempera- 
ture is  hard  to  obtain  in  the  works,  so  the  problem 
becomes  how  to  reduce  the  naphthalene  content  to  a 
safe  point,  when  unable  to  reduce  the  temperature. 

One  method  of  successfully  obtaining  this  result 
can  probably  be  best  described  by  briefly  stating  the 
experiences  through  which  the  Los  Angeles  Gas  & 
Electric  Corporation  passed. 

The  water  supply  of  this  company  was  entirely 
inadequate  to  reduce  the  gas  to  a  temperature  which 
would  keep  large  amounts  of  naphthalene  from  leav-' 
ing  the  works.  The  average  temperature  of  gas  leav- 
ing the  purifiers  was  always  80"  E.,  and  at  times  of 
water  shortage  was  well  over  100°  E.  At  all  tempera- 
tures, according  to  picric  acid  tests,  the  gas  was  sat- 
urated with  naphthalene.  Cool  city  water  was  used 
m  the  station  meters,  so  that  the  gas  suft'ered  quite  a 
drop  in  temperature  upon  entering  them,  with  the  re- 
sult that  the  meters  became  completely  blocked  with 
naphthalene  in  about  two  weeks.  They  then  had  to  be 
shut  down  and  steamed  for  tweny-four  hours,  during 
which  time  about  one  hundred  pounds  of  solid  naph- 
thalene would  melt  and  run  out.  Sixteen  inch  mains 
leading  from  the  works  to  the  storage  holders  had  to 
be  steamed  out  at  similar  intervals.  Complaints  of 
stoppages,  from  consumers,  were  exceedingly  numer- 
ous, and  at  the  time  of  installing  the  first  oil  scrubber, 
July,  1906,  had  reached  over  50u  a  day. 

Every  effort  was  made  to  reduce  the  temperature 
of  the  gas  at  the  works,  and  at  one  time  the  instal- 
lation of  a  refrigerating  system  was  even  considered. 
A  small  scrubber  using  45°  Be'  distillate  as  a  solvent 
had  been  installed  two  years  before  and  was  success- 
ful in  handling  a  small  volume  of  gas,  but  it  was  expen- 
sive in  operation.  Experiments  were  made  with  tar 
from  the  works  as  a  solvent,  but  it  was  found  to  be 
in  all  cases  too  highly  saturated  with  naphthalene  to  be 
of  further  use.  In  some  cases  the  tar  actually  gave  oft" 
naphthalene  to  the  gas  it  was  washing.  Fuel  oil  of 
16"  Be'  was  tried  in  an  experimental  scrubber  with 
results  so  gratifying  that  a  water  tank,  twenty  feet 
in  diameter  by  sixty  feet  high  was  hurriedly  converted 
into  a  scrubber,  and  the  fuel  oil  supply  of  the  plant 
used  to  wash  the  entire  gas  output.  The  amount  of 
naphthalene  was  reduced  to  about  15  grains  per  100 
cubic  feet  in  the  gas  leaving  the  scrubber,  but  on  ac- 
count of  the  great  number  of  stoppages  then  occurring 
it  was  desired  to  send  out  gas  altogether  free  from 
naphthalene.  The  entire  supply  of  gas  oil  (19.5°  Be') 
was,  therefore,  turned  through  the  scrubber,  with  the 
result  that  so  long  as  the  gas  entered  at  a  temperature 
not  much  above  90°  F.,  it  went  out  so  clean  that  a 
picric  acid  test  run  for  nine  hours  showed  no  pre- 
cipitate. Whenever  gas  at  the  inlet  reached  a  temper- 
ature of  95°   F.,  amounts  of  naphthalene,  increasing 
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with  the  temperature,  passed  through  the  scrubber. 
This  is  explained  by  the  rapidly  increasing  amount  of 
naphthalene  carried  into  the  scrubber  as  the  gas  grew 
hotter.  The  same  oil  has  been  used  for  removing 
naphthalene,  and  subsequently  in  the  generators  for 
making  gas,  at  this  plant  for  five  years,  and  so  far 
absolutely  no  bad  effect  has  been  noticed  on  account 
of  this  practice. 

The  very  fact  that  crude  oil  would  dissolve  and 
remove  the  vapor  of  naphthalene  from  gas,  led  me 
to  suspect  that  it  would  also  remove  serious  amounts 
of  other  more  abundant  and  valuable  hydrocarbons. 
Therefore,  I  made,  early  in  the  experimental  stage  of 
oil  scrubbing,  a  careful  investigation  of  its  eiTect  upon 
the  quality  of  gas.  Tests. with  Junkers'  Calorimeter 
and  a  bar  photometer  failed  to  show  any  appreciable 
loss  in  calorific  or  lighting  value  and  gas  analysis  did 
not  show  any  change  in  the  percentage  of  hydrocar- 
bons absorbed  by,  bromine.  It  is  possible  that  there 
•  is  an  exchange  of  hydrocarbons  between  the  gas  and 
the  crude  oil,  but  whatever  the  action,  there  is.  no  de- 
tectable change  in  the  commercial  quality  of  the  gas 
treated.  Gas  saturated  at  70°  F.  contains  .01  per  cent 
by  volume  of  naphthalene  vapor,  or  a, cubic  foot  con- 
tains .24  grains  having  a  heating  value  of  0.6  B.t.u. 
Assuredly  the  removal  of  these  amounts  of  naphtha- 
lene alone  cannot  seriously  affect  the  quality  of  the  gas. 

The  effect  of  oil  scrubbing  upon  the  organic  sul- 
phur content  of  gas  was  also  investigated,  and  no  ap- 
preciable results  were  recorded  with  the  oil  being 
used."  It  certainly  would  not  do  to  wash  gas  with 
oil  containing  free  sulphuretted  hydrogen  as  found  in 
the  oil  produced  by  some  wells  in  the  Sherman  and 
Coalinga  fields. 

Immediately  after  the  installation  of  oil  scrub- 
bing the  reduction  in  naphthalene  complaints,  was 
slight,  if  any,  and  the  practical  success  of  the  sys- 
tem was  severely  questioned,  even  though  chemical 
tests  showed  it  to  be  doing  all  that  could  be  desired. 
No  trouble  whatever  was  given  by  the  station  meters 
or  large  mains  from  the  day  that  the  first  oil  scrub- 
ber was  put  in  use.  A  considerable  decrease  in  the 
number  of  complaints  was  noticed  in  about  a  month, 
and  from  then  on  the  number  gradually  lessened 
and  the  complaints  came  from  farther  and  farther 
from  the  works.  As  late  as  two  years  after  com- 
mencing oil  scrubbing,  during  certain  short  periods 
of  hot  days  and  cold  nights,  as  many  as  100  stop- 
pages were  reported  in  a  single  day.  During  the  past 
year  complaints  of  naphthalene  have  entirely  disap- 
peared ;  not  a  single  case  having  been  reported  in  sev- 
eral months. 

The  long  time  required  for  the  disappearance  of 
trouble  is  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  the  entire 
distributing  system,  including  the  storage  holders, 
were  heavily  charged  with  naphthalene  which  the 
clean,  warm  gas  leaving  the  works  readily  absorbed, 
only  to  deposit  farther  out  when  a  lower  tempera- 
ture was  encountered.  Numerous  tests  were  made 
ffttm  timfe  to  time  showing  the  cleaning  of  the  sys- 
tertl  in  progress.  At  an  early  period  clean  gas  from 
the  works  was  practically  saturated  when  leaving 
the  storage  holders  ^  of  a  mile  away.  Later  on  the 
gas   did   not  contain   serious   amount  of  naphthalene. 


It  was  two  or  three  miles  out.  The  greatest  persist- 
ence of  trouble  occurred  in  the  outlying  districts 
where  pipes  had  been  longest   laid. 

The  trouble  given  by  gas  delivered  directly  from 
the  higK  pressure  system  was  always  much  less  than 
on  the  low  pressure.  Some  trouble,  however,  was 
caused  by  minute  quantities  of  naphthalene,  often 
a  single  crystal,  clogging  the  small  openings  in  reg- 
ulators. Gas  which  is  saturated  with  naphthalene, 
compressed  to  thirty  pounds  a  square  inch  and  sub- 
sequently cooled,  while  still  under  pressure,  to  its 
original  temperature,  must,  on  account  of  the  well 
laws  of  vapor  tension,  drop  two-thirds  of  its  naptha- 
lene.  Therefore,  naphthalene  will  be  deposited  in 
large  quantities  when  hot  gas  from  a  compressor 
pass.es  into  pipes  in  the  cool  ground.  In  our  system 
we  found  much  naphthalene  dissolved  in  an  oily  con- 
densation deposited  in  drips  within  two  miles  of  the 
compressor  station.  In  this  liquid  condition  it  was 
entirely  harmless  and  easily  removed. 

It  is  my  opinion  that  the  use  of  high  grade  gaso- 
line for  the  removal  of  stoppages  from  service  pipes 
is,  in  general,  ill  advised.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that 
naphthalene  is  readily  soluble  in  light  gasoline  and 
that  stoppag'es  are  easily  and  quickly  removed  and 
blown  back  into  the  main  when  it  is  used.  The 
vapor  tension  of  gasoline,  particularly  of  high  gravity, 
is  much  higher  than  that  of  naphthalene,  and  the  gaso- 
line solvent  is,  therefore  soon  carried  oS  by  passing 
gas,  having  a  large  part  of  the  naphthalene  deposited, 
as  before,  in  the  main.  If  a  solvent  having  a  lower 
vapor  tension,  say  stove  distillate,  (34°  Be')  were 
used,  a  more  permanent  solution  would  be  formed, 
which  would  have  time  to  run  to  a  drip  and  be 
pumped  out.  Likewise,  a  low  grade  petroleum  dis- 
tillate heated  to  180°  to  200°  F.  and  injected  at  the 
highest  point  is  much  better  than  cold  gasoline  to 
clear  a  partially  stopped  main.  Nothing  short  of  live 
steam  applied  for  a  considerable  time  will  clean  an 
entirely  stopped  main. 

As  to  the  form  of  the  oil  scrubber  itself  and  its 
mode  of  operation  in  the  plant  mentioned,  scrubbers 
20  ft.  in  diameter  by  60  ft.  high  are  used.  Gas  enters 
through  a  30  in.  pipe  about  7  feet  from  the  ground 
and  leaves  at  the  top.  Layers  of  two-by-four  pine  tim- 
bers, lying  on  edge,  leaving  a  two  inch  gas  space,  are 
placed  throughout  the  height  of  the  scrubber.  The 
timbers  in  successive  layers  are  arranged  to  form  a 
spiral,  so  as  to  thoroughly  mix  the  ascending  gas 
with  the  descending  oil.  A  10  x  6  x  12  in.  double  acting 
pump  is  used  to  raise  oil  in  a  three-inch  pipe  and 
discharge  it  through  six  openings,  ^  in.  in  diameter. 
About  four  feet  of  oil  is  maintained  in  the  bottom  of 
the  scrubber,  which  is  used  for  circulating  in  connec- 
tion with  enough  fresh  oil  to  keep  the  mixture  far 
below  saturation  with  naphthalene.  Of  course,  as 
fast  as  fresh  oil  is  drawn  in,  old  oil  goes  out  into  the 
works  lines  and  is  used.  A  scrubber  such  as  I  have 
described,  using  about  four  gallons  of  fresh  oil  per 
minute  and  enough  used  oil  to  keep  a  pump  of  the 
above  size,  running  at  a  normal  speed,  is  capable  of 
reducing  the  naphthalene  of  10,000,000  cubic  feet  in 
twenty-four  hours,  from  70  grains  to  5  grains  per  100 
cubic  feet. 


September  30,  1911.] 


JOURNAL    OF    ELECTRICITY,    POWER    AND    GAS 


297 


A  few  words  as  to  the  method  which  I  have  found 
most  satisfactory  for  determining  the  amount  of  naph- 
thalene in  gas,  may  be  of  interest.  A  solution  of  picric 
acid  is  prepared  by  dissolving  with  gentle  heat  12 
grams  of  the  acid  in  one  liter  of  water.  If  not  clear, 
the  solution  should  be  filtered  and  then  standardized 
by  titrating  20  cubic  centimeters  with  tenth  normal 
caustic  potash,  using  lacmoid  indicator.  Two  hun- 
dred ctibic  centimeters  of  the  solution  is  placed  in 
an  all  glass  gas  washing  bottle,  and  the  gas  to  be 
tested  bubbled  through  it,  and  thence  into  a  meter, 
at  a  rate  not  exceeding  two  cubic  feet  an  hour.  After 
not  less  than  ten,  or  more  than  forty  cubic  feet  of 
gas  have  passed,  the  bottle  is  disconnected  and  the 
solution  filtered.  I  have  found  in  our  Southern  Cali- 
fornia climate,  any  special  precautions  buch  as  warm- 
ing before  filtering  quite  unnecessary.  Twenty  cubic 
centimeters  of  the  filtrate  is  titrated,  as  when  stand- 
ardizing the  original  solution  and  the  number  of  cubic 
centimeters  of  caustic  potash  required  to  neutralize 
the  used  acid  is  deducted  from  the  number  required 
by  the  original  solution.  The  result  is  multiplied  by 
197.1  (=  10=  1  X  100  X  15.4  X  -0128)  and  divided  by 
the  number  of  cubic  feet  of  gas  tested,  which  gives 
the  number  of  grains  of  naphthalene  per  100  cubic 
feet.  It  is  very  important  that  the  gas  pass  directly 
into  the  washing  bottle  without  the  intervention  of 
any  rubber  tubing,  as  rubber  absorbs  naphthalene 
readily.  The  use  of  a  train  of  several  wash  bottles, 
as  recommended  by  most  text  books,  is  unnecessarily 
tedious  for  commercial  testing. 


UNSTABLE  HYDROCARBONS  IN  ILLUMINAT- 
ING GAS. 

BY.  E.   C.   JONES. 

Defining  the  quality  of  illuminating  gas  in  terms 
of  candle-power  served  its  purpose  after  a  fashion 
while  gas  was  used  almost  exclusively  for  illumina- 
tion, and  when  over  90  per  cent  of  all  the  gas  sold, 
was  consumed  through  open  flame  tips  for  lighting, 
there  seemed  to  be  no  other  way  to  arrive  at  a  tan- 
gible value  excepting  to  measure  the  light  emitted  by 
the  burner  commonly  used  to  burn  the  gas.  And  this 
value  was  expressed  in  terms  of  candles,  with  full 
knowledge  that  the  light  of  a  candle  is  as  incon- 
stant as  the  moon. 

Every  generation  of  thinkers  in  the  gas  indus- 
try has  sought  a  reliable  and  unchangeable  unit  for 
the  measurement  of  light,  but  the  standard  candle 
with  its  uniform  weight  and  composition  and  under 
normal  conditions  burning  at  the  rate  of  120  grains 
of  its  substance  each  hour,  has  survived  the  results 
of  all  these  efforts. 

It  is  not  the  purpose  of  this  paper  to  discuss  the 
wide  field  of  photometry,  but  to  touch  on  a  few  points 
in  order  to  emphasize  the  importance  of  some  of  the 
experiments  with  illuminants  on  which  candle-power 
depends,  and  to  plead  for  a  heat  unit  standard  of  value. 
While  the  candle  is  nominally  the  unit  of  light  meas- 
urement, yet  to  reduce  errors  the  Pontane  lamp  and 
other  multi-candle  power  lights  are  substituted,  while 
in  France  the  Carcel  lamp  is  used,  and  in  Germany 
the  Hefner  unit  takes  the  place  of  the  candle.     But 


whatever  light  is  used  as  a  standard  the  results  of 
the  findings  are  invariably  expressed  in  multiples  of 
the  good  old  unreliable  candle. 

Enough  for  the  "constant"  end  of  the  bar  pho- 
tometer, and  now  to  consider  the  variable  end,  or 
the  gas  light  to  be  measured.  When  the  gas  was 
very  poor,  in  the  early  days  of  gas,  the  burners  were 
also  poor  and  through  successive  stages  of  inventive 
development  the  quality  of  gas  was  improved,  and 
the  burner  through  which  it  was  transformed  into 
light,  was  also  improved. 

The  German  lava  tip  Argand  burner  developed 
more  candle-power  than  the  crude  iron  "fishtail"  and 
"batswing"  burners,  but  the  work  of  Sugg,  produced 
the  Standard  Argand  burners  now  in  universal  use 
in  photometry.  These  burners  are  made  in  a  series 
adapted  to  the  requirements  of  dift'erent  kinds  of  gas, 
and  by  ingenious  contrivances  the  proper  amount  of 
air  is  supplied  for .  combustion  to  gas  issuing  from 
openings  of  the  right  size  in  the  burner.  The  differ- 
ent burners  also  require  glass  chimneys  of  diflferent 
diameters  and  heights  to  assist  combustion. 

The  Sugg  Argand  burner  has  been  accepted  as 
a  satisfactory  standard  for  photometric  comparison, 
it  having  been  generally  conceded  that  this  burner 
develops  more  light  measurable  as  candle-power  than 
any  other.  The  only  exception  to  this,  was  the  appli- 
cation of  the  Sugg,  burner  to  carburetted  water  gas, 
when  it  was  found  that  an  open  flame  tip,  of  the  Bray 
type,  developed  more  candle-power.  Many  of  the 
municipal  ordinances  concerning  candle-power  pro- 
vide that  the  gas  shall  be  tested  by  a  burner  best 
adapted  to  general  use  for  house  illumination,  this 
requirement  would  be  filled  by  the  open  flame  burner 
better  than,  by  the  expensive  and  complicated  Sugg 
Argand  burner,  with  its  glass  chimney. 

Other  factors  which  affect  the  art  of  photometry 
in  its  exactness  as  a  science,  are  the  color  of  the  lights 
compared,  and  the  question  of  intensity  of  light,  and 
its  diffusion,  resulting  in  the  arbitrary  adoption  by 
dift'erent  observers  of  photometer  bars  of  either  sixty 
or  one  hundred  inches  in  length.  The  area  of  the  light 
emitting  flame  has  much  to  do  with  illumination  an.d 
it  is  a  question  if  this  is  fullj'  appreciated  by  the  re- 
flections of  the  little  grease  spot,  on  the  Bunsen  disc. 

The  wonderful  and  revolutionary  discoveries  by 
Dr.  Carl  Auer  von  Welsbach  have  changed  our  aspects 
of  the  intrinsic  and  economic  value  of  gas.  Previous 
to  these  discoveries  the  use  of  gas  for  cooking,  heat- 
ing, and  other  industrial  purposes  had  steadily  in- 
creased, utilizing  the  best  giving  qualities  of  gas, 
and  to  a  certain  extent,  ignoring,  the  highly  sensitive 
portions  that  constitute  its  chief  value  as  an  illuniinant, 
in  fact,  the  most  valuable  light  giving  hydrocarbons 
often  interfere  with  complete  combustion,  in  appli- 
ances designed  solely  to  develop  heat  from  gas. 

The  advance  in  the  use  of  gas  for  heating  was 
accompanied  by  a  wane  in  the  use  of  gas  for  lighting; 
this  was  caused  by  many  well  known  reasons,  amongst 
which  was  the  lively  competition  of  electric  light- 
ing, which  had  it  not  been  checked  by  the  incandes- 
cent gas  light,  with  its  high  efficiency  and  economy, 
would  have  obliterated  gas  from  the  field  of  arti- 
ficial   illumination.     As   it   is,   however,   probably   as 
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much  as  eighty  per  cent  of  all  gas  sold  is  used  for  its 
heat,  while  a  large  portion  of  the  remaining  twenty 
per  cent  is  used  for  illumination  by  the  application 
of  the  heat  of  the  gas  to  incandescent  mantles,  and 
a  very  small  amount  of  gas  is  used  for  illumination 
directly  through  open  flame  burners.  This  amount 
is  at  present,  or  is  rapidly  becoming,  negligible,  for 
it  is  difficult  to  imagine  a  use  for  an  open  flame  burner 
which  would  not  be  better  served  by  an  incandescent 
burner,  with  better  light,  and  less  cost.  And  it  is 
for  the  regulation  of  this  insignificant,  and  almost  ob- 
solete use  of  gas,  that  the  candle-power  standard  is 
maintained. 

A  little  missionary  work  on  the  part  of  gas  com- 
panies would  quickly  replace  the  open  flame  burner 
with  incandescent  burners  by  the  use  of  the  never 
failing  explanation,  that  the  consumer  gets  three  times 
as  much  light  for  half  as  much  money. 

Once  removed  from  the  field,  these  open  flame 
burners  would  eliminate  the  only  reason  for  retain- 
ing a  candle-power  standard. 

The  Welsbach  burner  utilizes  the  heat  of  the 
gas  to  raise  the  temperature  of  refractory  earths  to 
a  condition  of  incandescence,  with  the  result  that  five 
cubic  feet  of  twenty  candle-power  gas  converted  to 
heat,  and  applied  to  a  mantle,  yields  light  to  the 
amount  of  over  one  hundred  candle-power,  and  when 
used  under  high  pressure  will  develop  as  much  as  70 
candles  per  foot  of  gas. 

To  accomplish  this  end,  the  air  necessary  for  com- 
plete combustion  is  mixed  with  the  gas  in  a  Bunsen 
burner,  which  reduces  the  illuminating  flame  to  a 
non-luminous  heating  flame,  thus  destroying  all  the 
results  obtained  by  the  refinements  of  gas  making 
which  produce  uniform  high  candle-puwer,  including 
careful  condensing  and  scrubbing,  and  expensive  and 
sometimes  difficult  enriching.  This  same  Welsbach 
burner  would  technically  meet  the  requirements  of  a 
standard  burner  for  photometrical  use,  as  it  is  un- 
doubtedly the  burner  best  adapted  to  household  illum- 
ination, but  for  obvious  reasons  it  has  never  been  so 
used. 

A  quest  for  a  remedy  for  naphthalene  deposits 
led  the  writer  to  experiment  with  the  use  of  crude 
petroleum  and  distillates  for  scrubbing  gas  for  the 
removal  of  naphthalene.  This  work  was  begun  with 
some  latent  prejudice  born  of  early  experience  in  coal 
gas  making,  when  it  was  an  axiom  of  the  craft  that  the 
finished  gas  must  not  be  brought  in  contact  with  oil, 
because  of  the  disastrous  effects  upon  the  candle-power 
of  the  gas.  This  knowledge  of  the  havoc  wrought  by 
oil  upon  the  unstable  illuminants  of  coal  gas  pre- 
cluded the  use  of  oil  in  gas  holder  tanks,  and  seals, 
for  the  purpose  of  preventing  freezing  of  the  water. 
This  was  sane  reasoning,  because  the  substitution  of 
crude  petroleum  for  water  in  a  scrubber  of  the 
"Standard"  type  would  reduce  an  eighteen  candle 
coal  gas  to  a  practically  non-luminous  gas,  and  candle- 
power  of  coal  gas  is  too  expensive  and  difficult  to 
attain  to  warrant  the  sacrificing  of  any  part  of  it. 

The  first  series  of  experiments  to  determine  the 
action  of  petroleum  upon  candle-power  was  conducted 
by  passing  the  gas  slowly  through  a  dip  scrubber,  the 
gas  passing  through  a  sleeve  perforated  with  holes 
3/32  of  an  inch  in  diameter,  and  breaking  a  seal  1^4 


inches  deep  of  oil.  The  gas  made  one  passage  through 
this  oil  seal  and  then  passed  directly  to  the  bar  pho- 
tometer for  test. 

A  large  sample  of  gas  stored  in  a  test  holder 
was  used  for  this  purpose  and  the  candle-power  of 
each  sample  was  taken. 

California  crude  petroleum  of  16.5°  Beaume  was 
used  for  the  tests,  and  the  oil  for  scrubbing  was  heated 
to  different  temperatures  to  try  and  find  out  if  heat- 
ing the  oil  would  cause  it  to  remove  naphthalene  with- 
out destroying  the  candle-power  of  the  gas. 

Following  is  a  series  of  tests  made  with  oil  gas 
and  mixtures  of  oil  gas  and  lamp  black  water  gas : 


No. 

Temp. 

Candle-power 

Candle-power 

Lioss  in 

ot 

ol 

belore 

after 

candle- 

Tests. 

oil  used. 

scrubbing. 

scrubbing. 

power. 

1      ' 

ST"   Fall 

21.3 

17.4 

3.9  candles 

-^ 

luo 

21.1 

16. a 

4.2 

6 

IBS 

20.5 

16. a 

3.6 

4 

lao 

ia.4 

i6.y 

2.5 

5 

130 

ia.6 

17.1 

2.5 

b 

130 

n.4 

13.5 

3. a 

V 

130 

17.4 

13.4 

4.0 

a. 

130 

17.0 

12.6 

4.4 

a 

130 

17.0 

12.7 

4.3 

HI 

130 

la.o 

13.2 

5.8 

11 

120 

lU.O 

13.3 

5.7 

12 

110 

la.o 

13.3 

5.7 

13 

100 

la.o 

13.7 

5.3 

The  summary  of  these  thirteen  tests  of  gas  pass- 
ing once  through  oil  was : 

Highest    candle-power    of    gas    before    scrubbing.  ..  .21.3   candles 
L.oweat  "  '-■        "  ■'  "  ...    17.0 

ijiguest  ■'  ■'        ■'      after  "  ...    17.4 

J-iOwest  '■  "        "  "  "  ...    1^-6 

uieatest    loss    of    candle-power 5.8 

^ivei-age    loss    of    canaie-power 4.29 

From  these  results  it  would  seem  that  even  slight 
contact  of  illuminating  gas  with  oil  causes  a  loss  in 
candle-power,  and  that  the  amount  of  loss  is  not 
directly  proportional  to  the  temperature  of  the  oil 
used,  provided  the  temperature  of  the  oil  is  below  the 
fiasji  point. 

After  these  experiments  it  occurred  to  the  writer 
that  partial  scrubbing  of  gas  with  oil  might  be  re- 
sorted to  for  the  purpose  of  removing  naphthalene, 
but  it  seemed  certain  that  thorough  scrubbing,  with 
long,  intimate  contact  between  the  oil  and  gas  would 
destroy  the  candle-power. 

A  small  experimental  scrubber  was  made  and 
was  filled  with  wooden  trays  nicely  fitted,  so  that 
neither  gas,  nor  oil  could  by-pass  the  trays.  This 
scrubber  was  constructed  for  the  purpose  of  slowly 
scrubbing  small  quantities  of  gas  in  contact  with  an 
excessive  amount  of  oil  at  temperatures  ranging  from 
70°  to  160°  F.  After  having  been  convinced  that  oil 
is  capable  of  removing  certain  hydrocarbons  from 
gas,  it  was  decided  to  adopt  oil  as  one  of  the  reagents 
for  absorbing  these  illuminants  during  the  experi- 
ments, and  a  Hempel  Pipette  was  filled  with  crude 
petroleum  of  16.5°  Beaume  and  used  in  analyzing  the 
gas  immediately  following  the  absorption  of  carbonic 
acid  gas,  and  preceding  the  fuming  sulphuric  acid 
pipette,  for  illuminants.  The  hydrocarbons  thus  ab- 
sorbed by  oil  are  indicated  in  the  foUowing  analyses 
as  "Illuminants  No.  1,"  while  "lUuminants  No.  2" 
are  those  absorbed  by  fuming  sulphuric  acid,  after  the 
oil  pipette  has  been  used. 

EXPERIMENT   A. 

Oil   Gas   17.9    candle-power    (large   sample    in   holder). 
Carbonic  Acid  Gas  =  2.5% 

Illuminants  No.   1.  =  1.5%    I  „  ,„,    ^    .    ,    .,,        .         , 
Illuminants  No.   2.  =  4.8%    p-^%   ^°^^^    illuminants. 
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The  gas  at  17.9  candle-power  was  passed  through 
the  oil  scrubber,  and  again  tested  for  candle-power, 
and  for  illuminants  No.  1  (with  oil)  and  ilhiminants 
No.  2  with  fuming  sulphuric  acid. 


Temp. 

Candle- 

Illuminants 

Illuminants 

Total 

Oil  F. 

power. 

No.   1. 

No.    2 

Illuminants. 

70°   Fah. 

4.1 

0.0 

4.5% 

4.5% 

,S0°     " 

3.1 

0.0 

4.0% 

4.0% 

90°      " 

3.8 

0.0 

4.4% 

4.4% 

100°    ■■ 

2.4 

0.0 

4.9% 

4.9% 

110°    ■■ 

4.3 

0.0 

4.5% 

4.5%     ■ 

120°      •■ 

2.6 

0.0 

3.S% 

3.8% 

130°      ■■ 

3.5 

n.o 

4.7% 

4.7% 

140°      " 

4.0 

n.o 

4.2% 

4.2% 

150°      " 

6.3 

n.o 

4.7% 

4.7% 

160°      " 

5.1 

0.0 

4.9% 

4.9% 

The  maximum  effect  on  the  gas  was  with  oil  at 
100  degrees  F.  when  one  passage  through  the  scrub- 
ber reduced  the  candle-power  from  17.9  candles  to  2.4 
candles  and  the  hydrocarbons  were  reduced  from  6.3 
per  cent  to  4.9  per  cent,  in  other  words  reducing  the 
hydrocarbons  1.4  per  cent  by  oil  scrubbing,  reduced 
the  candle-power  15.5  candles. 

EXPERIMENT   B. 

Oil   Gas   and   Lamp   Black  "Water   Gas    19. S    candle-power. 

Carbonic  Acid  Gas  =  3.0% 

Illuminants   No.    2.  =  6.9%    I      „   .^     tnfat    illnminant=i 
Illuminants  No.  1.  =  1.5%   f     ^■*^''   '°^^'    illuminants. 

This  test  was  in  every  way  similar  to  Experi- 
ment A,  excepting  the  gas  used  had  higher  initial  can- 
dle-power and  illuminants.  The  gas  was  scrubbed 
with  crude  oil  16.5°  Beaume. 


Temp. 

Candle- 

Illuminants 

Illuminants 

Total 

Oil  F. 

power. 

No.   1. 

No.   2 

Illuminants. 

70°   Fah. 

2.9 

0.0 

6.0% 

6.0% 

80°      •■ 

2.6 

0.0 

6.0% 

6.0% 

90°      " 

2.9 

0.0 

6.2% 

6.2% 

100°      " 

2.3 

0.0 

6.2% 

6.2% 

110°    •■ 

2.5 

0.0 

6.4% 

6.4% 

120°      '■ 

2.S 

0.0 

6.4% 

6.4% 

130°      •■ 

3.2 

0.0 

6.6% 

6.6% 

140°      •■ 

3.S 

0.0 

6.4% 

6.4% 

150°      " 

4.1 

•     n.o 

6.0% 

6.0% 

160°      ■' 

4.0 

n.o 

6.4% 

6.4% 

In  this  experiment  the  maximum  effect  was  also 
with  oil  of  100°  F.  when  the  oil  scrubbing  reduced  the 
illuminant  from  8.4  per  cent  to  6.2  per  cent  and  the 
candle-power  from  19.8  candles  to  2.3  candles,  thus 
showing  that  17.5  candles  of  illuminating  value  was 
produced  bj^  2.2  per  cent  of  the  volume  of  the  gas  or 
by  26  per  cent  of  the  illuminants  contained  in  the 
original  sample. 

EXPERIMENT    C. 
Oil     Gas  :^  19.9     candle-power. 
Carbonic  Acid  Gas  ^  2.2% 

Illuminants  No.   1.  =  2.8%    I      ,  „„    *„t„i    ;ii„„,-„„„(.„ 
Illuminants   No.    2  =  4.2%    f     ^■'^^    '"'^^    illuminants. 

In  this  experiment  the  gas  was  scrubbed  with  a 
distillate  of  24°  Beaume. 


Temn. 

Candle- 

Illuminants 

Illuminants 

Total 

Oil   F. 

power. 

No.  1 

No.   2 

Illuminants 

70°   Fah. 

3.6 

0.0  f7„ 

5.2% 

5.2% 

80°      ■■ 

2,9 

1.3<v. 

3.7% 

5.0% 

90°      ■• 

2.3 

1.0% 

3.8% 

4.8% 

100°      " 

2.1 

0.0% 

5.0% 

5.0% 

110°     ■■ 

2.1 

0.4% 

4.2% 

4.6% 

120°      " 

3.4 

1.2% 

4.3% 

5.5% 

130°      •• 

3.4 

1.2% 

4.3% 

5.5% 

The  greatest  reduction  in  candle-power  in  this  ex- 
periment was  with  oil  at  100°  and  110°  F.  when  the 
candle-power  was  reduced  from  19.9  to  2.1  candles, 
and  at  100°  F.  the  illuminants  were  reduced  from  7.0 
per  cent  to  5.0  per  cent,  or  a  loss  of  12.8  candles  by 
a  reduction  of  2  per  cent  of  illuminants.  These  experi- 
ments all  demonstrate  the  instability  of  a  portion  of 
the  hydrocarbons,  and  the  large  proportion  of  the  total 
candle-power  produced  by  a  small  amount  of  illumi- 
nants. 

The  illuminants  that  are  removable  by  oil  contain 


the  cause  of  all  naphthalene  deposits,  and  the  bulk  of 
condensation  other  than  water  in  street  main  drips. 
They  are  the  seat  of  candle-power  fluctuations  and 
are  affected  by  changes,  in  gas  humidity,  or  water 
vapor  content  in  the  gas.  They  are  also  easily  re- 
movable by  compression.  A  glance  at  the  tables  of 
candle-power  would  impress  an  observer  that  the 
scrubbing  by  oil  had  rendered  the  gas  useless  and  un- 
salable, yet  the  calorific  value  of  the  gas  remains  prac- 
tically undisturbed.  The  loss  in  candle-power  is  not 
accompanied  by  any  proportional  or  even  signifi- 
cant loss  in  B.t.ti.  During  the  progress  of  the  ex- 
periments, it  was  noticed  that  after  repeated  use 
of  the  same  oil  for  scrubbing,  the  oil  becomes  spent, 
or  saturated  by  repeated  exposure  to  hydrocarbons  and 
it  was  necessary  to  use  fresh  oil  for  each  test.  To  de- 
termine the  capacity  of  a  given  oil  to  absorb  hydro- 
carbons the  following  experiment  was  made: 

A  small  oil  scrubber  was  constructed  and  a  special 
sensitive  balance  was  used  for  weighing  the  apparatus 
and  its  contained  oil,  and  the  increment  due  to  the 
absorbed  hydrocarbons. 

The  apparatus  weighed..    1740.2  grammes 

The  oil  used  weighed...     118.0  grammes  =  4.165  oz. 


Total  weight  of  apparatus 

and  oil 1858.2  grammes 

The  oil  used  was  California  crude  petroleum  of 
14.8°  Beaume  at  60°  F.,  .9682  specific  gravity  and 
weighing  8.055  pounds  per  gallon.  Oil  gas  of  20.3 
candle-power  was  passed  through  the  scrubber  at  a 
rate  of  five  cubic  feet  an  hour  for  two  hours  and 
then  at  the  rate  of  ten  cubic  feet  an  hour  for  a  period 
of  1  hour  and  30  minutes. 

The  candle-power  was  taken  b)'  Bunsen  Bar  tests, 
and  the  lessened  decrease  in  candle-power  shows  the 
progress  of  the  saturation  of  the  oil  by  h3^drocarbons 
and  finally  its  failure  to  absorb  any  more  of  the  illum- 
inants. 

OIL   G.\S    USED    20.3    CANDLE    POWER. 

Cu.  ft.  of  gas  Lessened 

passed   through  Candle-power  decrease  in 

Time                    scrubber         after  scrubbine:.  Candle-power 
12:00  M.                   Start                           7.2   cindles 

1:00  P.M.              5   cu.  ft                     16.5          "  9.3  candles 

2:00      "                  10        "                           18.7          "  2.2 

2:30      "                 15        "                         20.0          "  1.3 

3.00      "                 20        "                         20.6          "  0.6 

3:30      "                 25        -                         20.7          "  0.1 

After  scrubbing,  the  apparatus  and  oil  weighed 
1861.00  grammes,  a  gain  of  2.8  grammes,  equal  to  2:37 
per  cent  in  weight  of  hydrocarbons  absorbed  from 
25  cu.  ft.  of  gas. 

The  oil  after  having  been  used  for  scrubbing  was 
16.5°  Beaume,  an  increase  of  1.7°  Beaume. 

The  following  analyses  of  two  samples  of  gas 
taken  simultaneously,  show  that  oil  removes  nothing 
but  hvdrocarbons  of  the  illuminant  content  of  the  gas. 

Carbonic    .\rid    Cas 3.0  3.0 

N"o.  I.            1.6 

Tlluminants    7.7  7.7» 

No.  2.           6.1 

Ovvsrnn    0.2  0.2 

Civhonjc   Ox-i'le    10  1  10.1 

TTy'lro<'Pn     n  .7  41.7 

i\.rV,rsb    Cos     31  fi  31.fi 

Nitrneron    5.7  5.7 

100.0  100.0 

•Note- — lllnminants    No.    1    were    removed    by    absorption    In 
oil.     llhiminaits  No.   2   were   removed  by  absorption   In   fuming 
«ulpburic  acid. 
Cindle-pnwer     19.0. 
T.ritish    thermal    unit«.    671. 
Specific    gravity.    .408. 
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It  is  possible  that  a  uniform  system  of  gas  making, 
using  oil  of  even  quality,  through  ranges  of  tempera- 
tures comparatively  constant,  may  produce  gas  of 
which  the  candle-power  and  heat  units  appear  to  bear 
a  fixed  relationship  to  each  other.  This  relationship 
is  misleading,  however,  as  heat  units  and  candle-power 
are  not  entirely  dependent,  one  upon  the  other,  any 
more  than  is  the  percentage  of  illuminants  contained 
in  the  gas  a  safe  measure  of  candle-power. 

This  is  well  illustrated  by  the  following  experi- 
ments. Oil  gas  of  19.6  candle-power  and  containing 
7!?  per  cent  of  heavy  hydrocai'bons  was  analyzed  to 
determine  its  constituents.  The  benzine  was  removed 
with  nickel  ammonium  cyanide,  and  the  other  heavy 
hydrocarbons  with  fuming  sulphuric  acid,"  another  sam- 
ple of  the  same  gas  was  analyzed,  using  the  oil  pipette, 
and  then  the  fuming  sulphuric  acid.  And  finally  an- 
other sample  of  the  same  gas  was  passed  through  the 
oil  scrubber  and  then  analyzed. 

Original  Gas  after 

gas.  oil  scrubbing. 

Candle-power     19.6  candles  .  4.9  candles 

B.t.u.    (by  Junkers'   Calorimeter)  .    657  627 

B.t.u.   (by  analysis)    715  689 

Specific    gravity    49a  .489 

ANALYSIS. 

Original  gas  Gas  after 

using  oil  scrubbing 

Original   gas  pipette  with  oil 

2.6%  2.6%  2.6% 

1.0  0.0  0.0 

,„    (oil   pipette)    ,  .1,7  0.0 

!„    (fuming   sulphuric    acid)    6.7  6.1  6.0 

0.3  0.2  0.4 

10.0  10.2  10.3 

37.5  37.7 

37.1  37.7 

4.8  5.3 


CO„ 
C.H„ 
C„H. 

c„h: 
o„ 

CO 
H,  . 
CH. 

N,    . 


100.0  100.0 

The  reduction  in  candle-power  due  to  passing,  the 
gas  through  the  oil  scrubber  was  14.7  candles,  or  75 
per  cent.  The  reduction,  in  heating  value  by  Cal- 
orimeter, was  30  B.t.u.  or  4.6  per  cent  and  by  analysis 
was  26  B.t.u.  or  3.6  per,  cent.  The  experiment  shows 
that  75  per  cent  of  the  candle-power  of  the  gas  was 
produced  by  1.7  per  cent  of  illuminants,  and  that  this 
great  reduction  in  candle-power  only  affected  the  heat- 
ing value  4.6  per  cent. 

Some  experiments  in  the  making  of  coal  gas,  in  1901, 
were  made  from  bituminous  coal,  by  passing  the  gas 
through  a  second  chamber  containing  highly  heated 
coke,  with  the  result  that  the  hydrocarbons  in  the  gas 
were  entirely  broken  down  and  the  finished  gas  was 
non-luminous,  yet  it  had  the  characteristics  of  coal 
gas,  excepting  hydrocarbons,  and  contained  about  700 
B.t.u.  per  cubic  foot.  Some  of  the  unstable  hydro- 
carbons in  illuminating  gas  are  theoretically  very  high 
in  heat  units  as  for  instance : 


Naphthalene 

C,CH, 

6176   B.t.u. 

per  cu. 

ft 

Benzine 

C„H„ 

4010 

Propylene 

C,H„ 

2509 

Ethane 

C.H„ 

1858 

Ethylene 

C,H, 

1673 

Acetylene 

CH, 

1555*      " 

The  perfect  and  complete  combustion  of  these 
illuminants  should  develop  the  theoretical  high  candle- 
power,  and  heating  effect,  but  it  is  impossible  under 
ordinary  conditions  to  provide  a  perfect  admixture  of 
air  to  a  burner,  and  the  result  is  a  smoky  flame,  or 
loss  of  heat. 

•Stillman's   Engineering   Chemistry. 


The  Bunsen  burner  attachment  for  consuming  gas 
in  the  calorimeters  of  the  Junkers'  type  will  not.  de- 
velop the  theoretical  heat  units  of  any  of  these  hydro- 
carbons, if  burner  undiluted.  Acetylene,  one  of  the 
illuminants  of  our  city  gas,  and  now  commonly  used 
as  an  rlluminant  for  automobiles,  has  a  calculated 
heating  value  of  1555  B.t.u.  per  cubic  foot,  and  yet 
this  gas  cannot  be  burned  with  an  air  mixture  in  a 
Junkers'  calorimeter,  and  an  imperfect  test  of  this  gas 
would  not  develop  more  than  half  of  its  calculated  heat 
units.  This  being  true  of  the  richer  hydrocarbons 
burned  separately,  may  it  not  be  true  also  of  different 
mixtures  of  these  hydrocarbons  with  diluents,  burned 
through  a  Bunsen  burner  of  a  calorimeter,  intended 
for  testing  gases  of  more  uniform  composition,  and 
apparently  readily  burned  in  that  type  of  burner.  The 
fact  that  the  results  of  calculating  heat  units  from 
analyses  are  invariably  higher  than  those  obtained  by 
calorimeters  of  the  Junkers'  type  seems  to  prove  this 
assertion. 

The  adoption  of  a  heat  unit  standard  will  not 
permit  the  gas  manufacturer  to  make  an  inferior  gas, 
nor  to  vitiate  the  gas  with  inert,  or  impure  gases.  It 
will  simply  enable  him  to  make  a  more  stable  gas 
which  will  withstand  the  shocks  of  changes  of  tem- 
perature, and  humidity,  and  the  effect  of  friction  in 
pipes  and  fittings.  To  fulfill  the  requirements  of  a 
standard  of  500  B.t.u.  per  cubic  foot,  the  gas  would 
have  to  contain  a  large  percentage  of  marsh  gas,  or 
other  stable  hydrocarbons.  Hydrogen  alone  would  not 
meet  this  requirement,  for  although  it  is  an  exceed- 
ingly hot  gas  when  considered  by  weight,  it  is  also 
a  very  light  gas  and  contains  but  344  B.tu.  per  cubic 
foot.  Carbonic  oxide  has  a  value  of  343  B.t.u.  per 
cubic  foot,  and  either  alone,  or  mixed  with  hydrogen 
would  not  meet  the  above  requirements. 

Where  water  gas  is  now  used  as  an  enricher  of 
coal  gas,  in  the  event  of  the  adoption  of  a  heat  unit 
standard,  the  water  gas  may  be  used  as  a  diluent  heat- 
ing gas,  consisting  mainly  of  hydrogen,  marsh  gas, 
carbonic  oxide,  and  a  small  amount  of  stable  illumi- 
nants. This  gas  would  help  ■  to  dilute,  sustain  and 
consume  the  illuminants  of  coal  gas. 

Some  of  the  California  natural  gas  of  the  Midway 
field,  now  being  supplied  to  Bakersfield,  contains  as 
much  as  99.1  per  cent  of  marsh  gas  and  has  a  heat- 
ing value  of  1063  B.t.u.  per  cubic  foot.  This  is  a  good 
heating  gas,  and  may  be  used  for  illumination  in  in- 
candescent burners,  yet  the  gas  has  little,  if  any, 
candle-power. 

Calorimetry  is  more  nearly  an  exact  science  than 
photometry,  because  the  total  heat  of  combustion  of 
gas  may  be  measured  by  accurate  thermometers,  or  the 
theoretical  heat  units  may  be  quickly  calculated  from 
analysis.  There  are  also  many  ways  of  burning  the 
gas  with  oxygen,  (notably  Hempel's)  whereby  the 
heating  value  of  the  gas  may  be  determined  without, 
any  practical  error. 

In  changing  from  the  candle-power  to  the  heat 
unit  standard,  all  of  the  errors  which  enter  into  pho- 
tometry are  eliminated,  and  not  the  least  of  these  is 
the  personal  error  of  the  observer,  sometimes  amount- 
ing to  as  much  as  ten  per  cent.  For  after  all  of  the 
refinements   of  photometric  testing  have  been  prac- 
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ticed,  the  final  determination  of  the  candle-power  must 
rest  upon  the  visual  impression  of  light  upon  the 
human  retina,  and  there  are  no  instruments  for  meas- 
uring the  fallibility  of  human  judgment. 

Gas  of  500  B.t.u.  to  the  cubic  foot,  would  be  a 
satisfactory  gas  for  the  use  of  the  consumer,  it  may 
be  non-luminous,  but  would  probably  be  a  gas  of  low 
candle-power,  and  it  would  not  in  any  sense  be  a  poor 
gas,  nor  could  it  be  carelessly  made.  Such  gas  would 
stimulate  new  uses  for  gas,  and  these  new  uses  would 
increase  the  production,  thus  resulting  in  economies  in 
manufacture,  redounding  to  the  benefit  of  the  manu- 
facture, as  well  as  the  consumer. 


RATES  FOR  GAS  SERVICE.i 

BY   C.   L.   CORY. 

Working  Capital. 

A  gas  plant  and  system  in  operation  niust  have 
working  capital  as  well  as  fixed  capital.  Stores  and 
supplies  which  are  included  in  the  fixed  capital  do 
not  represent  all  of  the  working  capital  such  plants 
require.  There  must  be  available  a  reasonable  cash 
balance  and  other  current  allowances  in  order  to  oper- 
ate economically  and  effectively.  Just  what  sum  rep- 
resents a  fair  amount  for  working  capital  is  nearly 
always  a  matter  of  judgment.  From  the  amount  of 
working  capital  usually  carried  by  such  companies 
and  from  the  amount  that  is  required  by  other  similar 
public  utility  corporations,  it  appears  that  as  an  av- 
erage for  the  year  a  sum  equalling  the  accounts  re- 
ceivable and  cash  on  hand  less  the  accounts  payable 
and  consumers  advance  payments  is  a  reasonable 
allowance.  The  cash  on  hand,  however,  should  be  con- 
sidered as  that  which  is  ordinarily  required  for  the 
operation  of  the  plant  and  the  conduct  of  the  business, 
including  contingencies  and  emergencies,  and  should 
not  include  the  capital  or  ready  cash  necessary  for  the 
construction  of  extensions  or  enlargement  of  the  plant, 
or  balances  resulting  from  the  sale  of  bonds  or  stock 
or  in  any  case  exceed  the  amount  normally  needed 
and  used  by  the  company  as  an  operating  property. 

Such  an  inventory  coupled  with  what  might  be 
called  the  inventory  costs  serves  to  obtain  the  de- 
tailed and  segregated  costs  of  the  various  elements 
going  to  make  up  the  physical  property  of  the  plant. 
In  addition  in  order  to  estimate  the  total  valuation  it 
is  necessary  to  ascertain  as  nearly  as  may  be  the  time 
required  for  construction  in  order  that  interest  upon 
(he  investment  during  the  construction  period  may  be 
estimated.  The  cost  of  engineering,  supervision,  fire 
and  casualty  insurance,  administration,  legal  expenses 
and  other  factors  must  also  be  obtained,  preferably 
from  the  actual  working  conditions  during  which  re- 
cent construction  work  was  carried  out. 

Taken  together  the  cost  of  reproduction  new  of 
the  physical  plant  is  usually  considered  to  be  the  sum 
of  the  elements  above  enumeri^ted.  The  cost  of  repro- 
duction new  has  been  variously  interpreted,  sometimes 
erroneously,  especially  when  it  has  been  held  to  mean 
a  'ystem  identical  with  the  one  the  valuation  of  which 
is  under  consideration.  Properly,  it  should  be  under- 
stood as  a  plant  of  similar  character  and  equal  effi- 
ciency^ The  age  of  the  system  will  have  much  to  do 

'Continued  from   issue  of  Sept.  23,   1911. 


in  indicating  the  fairness  with  which  the  cost  of  re- 
production new  is  considered. 

It  will  depend  upon  conditions  as  to  whether  the 
cost  of  production  new  and  the  original  cost  very 
materially.  One  of  the  principal  differences  which 
will  be  found  will  be  in  the  size  and  capacity  and  num- 
ber of  units  in  the  two  cases.  Gas  plants  are  probably 
never  built  in  a  single  year,  nor  used  exactly  as  they 
were  originally  constructed  for  a  number  of  years. 
The  original  cost  will  probably  properly  cover  the 
plants  as  installed  with  small  units,  while  the  cost 
of  reproduction  new  may  be  considered  to  cover  only 
the  cost  of  a  smaller  number  of  much  larger  units 
having  the  same  aggregate  capacity.  Especially  would 
this  difference  arise  in  connection  with  the  distribution 
system,  both  mains  and  services.  Originally  one  sin- 
gle main  on  one  side  of  the  street  of  comparatively 
small  size  may  have  been  adequate  to  provide  gas  ser\'- 
ice  in  that  particular  vicinity.  Later  on  it  became 
necessary  to  lay  an  additional  gas  main  many  times 
larger  than  the  original  and  as  is  often  the  case  this 
later  main  is  laid  upon  the  opposite  side  of  the  street, 
resulting  in  the  cutting  of  all  services  leading  to  prop- 
erty on  the  side  of  the  street  where  the  new  main  is 
laid  and  the  connection  of  those  services  into  the  new 
main,  instead  of  the  old.  As  viewed  from  present  re- 
quirements, one  gas  main  alone  might  be  considered 
in  obtaining  the  cost  of  reproduction  new,  while  the 
actual  cost  would  necessarily  be  greater. 

Depreciation  in  Its  Relation  to  Valuation. 

While  the  original  cost  as  well  as  the  cost  of  re- 
production new  are  ordinarily  of  the  greatest  import- 
ance in  determining  the  proper  valuation  upon  which 
earnings  should  be  based,  there  is  what  is  often  called 
the  present  or  existing  value,  or  cost  of  reproduction 
new  less  depreciation,  which  must  be  given  consid- 
eration in  determining  the  valuation  in  question. 
Especially  is  this  the  case  in  plants  the  rates  for  gas 
service  from  which  have  been  ample  to  cover  operating 
expenses,  including  depreciation,  and  a  fair  amount 
for  interest  and  profits,  but  the  amount  collected  for 
depreciation  has  not  been  used  as  it  should  be  and 
set  aside  for  replacing  portions  of  the  plant  discarded 
because  of  their  becoming  obsolete,  inadequate  or 
worn  out,  but  on  the  contrary  has  been  distributed  to 
the  stockholders  in  the  shape  of  dividends. 

Depreciation  should  be  considered  as  the  amount 
that  must  be  regularly  set  aside  to  cover  all  portions 
of  the  plant  that  are  discarded  because  of  wear  and 
tear,  inadequacy,  obsolescence  and  general  unavoid- 
able decay.  It  is  an  operating  expense  and  should  be 
borne  by  the  customers  through  the  rate  paid  by  them 
for  the  service  rendered  by  the  utility.  But  as  it  is 
paid  by  the  customers  it  must  be  set  aside  by  the 
company  and  used  when  needed  for  the  renewal  of 
worn  out  and  useless  portions  of  the  entire  system,  and 
under  no  circumstances  should  the  cost  of  such  re- 
newals be  made  an  additional  charge  to  the  capital 
or  construction  account  except  when  the  replaced 
equipment  is  of  greater  capacity  than  that  which  is 
taken  out.  Care  must  also  be  taken  that  the  oper- 
ating charge  properly  known  as  depreciation  shall  not 
be  used  for  ordinary  maintenance  and  repair.    Actual 
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additions  and  extensions  to  plant  which  should  be 
charged  to  the  construction  or  capital  account,  replace- 
ment of  equipment  set  aside  as  a  result  of  deprecia- 
tion, and  ordinary  repair  and  maintenance  costs,  must 
all  three  be  most  carefully  separated  and  completely 
segregated  in  the  engineering  records  as  well  as  the 
financial  accounts. 

If  construction,  depreciation,  repair  and  main- 
tenance accounts  are  not  so  considered  and  deprecia- 
tion is  borne  by  the  customers  as  a  result  of  being 
included  in  the  operating  expense,  and  such  deprecia- 
tion fund  is  not  used  to  keep  the  plant  in  its  proper 
condition,  but  is  paid  in  dividends  to  the  stockholders, 
it  is  practically  equivalent  to  the  payment  of  divi- 
dends out  of  capital.  Rates  of  service  should  be  such 
as  to  include  a  reasonable  charge  for  depreciation,  and 
if  the  rates  are  such  as  to  do  this  and  the  amount 
necessary  to  cover  depreciation  is  not  used  as  it  should 
be,  it  cannot  mean  anything  but  that  the  money,  either 
in  surplus  or  dividends  is  going  to  the  stockholders 
instead  of  being  used  for  the  purpose  intended. 

An  allowance  for  depreciation  obligates  the  com- 
pany to  use  of  this  money  in  keeping  the  plant  in 
thorough  operating  condition,  and  if  it  is  not  so  used 
but  is  turned  over  to  the  stockholders,  it  simply  means 
that  a  part  of  their  capital  is  being  returned  to  them, 
thereby  reducing  the  investment  in  the  plant.  If  this 
is  the  case,  as  a  matter  of  fact  the  investment  is  so 
reduced  and  there  should  be  corresponding  reduction 
made  in  the  actual  investment  presumably  represented 
by  the  original  or  cost  of  reproduction  new.  In  such 
instances,  if  the  owners  of  the  property,  instead  of 
keeping  up  the  plant  as  they  should  by  the  proper 
use  of  the  annual  depreciation  charge,  have  appropri- 
ated for  their  own  use  the  money  contributed  by  their 
customers,  the  annual  depreciation  should  each  year 
be  deducted  from  the  valuation  of  the  plant  which 
might  otherwise  be  obtained. 

Depreciation,  like  interest,  continues  constantly 
and  is  always  present.  Every  part  of  the  physical 
property  of  any  system  exclusive  of  the  land  begins 
to  depreciate  when  the  plant  is  completed  and  ready 
for  operation  ;  therefore,  the  depreciation  charge  should 
be  constant.  It  of  course  may  be  that  such  deprecia- 
tion covering  a  number  of  years  may  be  arrived  at  as 
an  average  for  a  long  period,  and  it  will  not  be  neces- 
sary to  expend  the  average  each  year.  This  is  of  minor 
importance,  however,  providing  the  methods  by  which 
the  depreciation  charges  are  obtained  are  sound  and 
reasonable. 

Two  methods  are  in  common  use  for  determining 
depreciation.  The  first  is  known  as  the  straight  line 
method,  which  involves  determining  the  probable 
ultimate  life  of  each  element  of  the  system, 
consideration  also  being  given  to  the  value  of  the 
discarded  element  as  junk  at  the  end  of  the  period. 
In  the  straight  line  method  it  is  assumed  that  during 
the  entire  life  of  each  element  of  the  plant  the  de- 
preciation is  uniform,  which  of  course  is  not  ordi- 
narily the  case  as  the  rate  of  depreciation  of  a  plant 
as  a  whole  is  much  more  rapid  during  the  latter  part 
of  its  life  than  during  the  first  years  of  its  use.  Fair- 
ness to  customers,  however,  in  the  different  years,  as 
well  as  safety  to  investors,  indicates  clearly  the  wis- 


dom and  correctness  in  considering  the  depreciation 
uniform  throughout  the  entire  life  of  each  portion  of 
the  plant. 

The  second  method  of  determining  depreciation 
is  upon  the  assumption  that  each  year  an  amount  is 
to  be  set  aside  and  invested  at  compound  interest  so 
that  this  amount  plus  interest  will  be  available  to 
cover  the  cost  of  the  replacement  needed  at  the  end 
of  the  period  when  the  device  or  element  is  discarded, 
and  replacement  necessary.  The  so-called  rates  of  de- 
preciation will  naturally  be  less  in  the  latter  method 
than  in  the  former,  since  it  is  assumed  that  the  de- 
preciation fund  will  earn  interest  from  the  end  of 
the  first  year  or  even  shorter  period.  If  we  consider 
the  life  of  some  portions  of  a  plant  to  be  between 
twenty  and  thirty  years,  with  the  latter  method  it  is 
necessary  for  us  to  in  advance  assume  an  interest  rate 
which  will  continue  during  this  entire  period  and  this 
is  an  assumption  which,  judged  by  the  last  twenty- 
five  year  period,  is  hardly  justifiable. 

It  may  very  properly  be  said  that  neither  method 
exactly  corresponds  to  actual  experience.  At  the 
same  time  the  rate  of  depreciation  is  something  that 
must  be  carefully  estimated  for  each  individual  plant 
and  the  data  required  compiled  from  the  best  informa- 
tion obtainable  from  those  who  have  been  in  charge 
of  construction  and  operation  preferably  for  a  number 
of  years.  If  new  devices  are  constantly  being  per- 
fected and  introduced  rates  of  depreciation  will  be 
high  due  to  the  fact  that  older  apparatus  will  become 
obsolete  and  inadequate  at  an  early  date.  On  the 
other  hand,  if  the  difTerent  portions  of  the  plant  are 
not  subject  to' change  as  a  result  of  improved  or  modi- 
fied methods  or  distribution,  rates  of  depreciation  will 
be  low,  providing,  of  course,  that  wear  and  tear  and 
ordinary  deterioration  are  not  severe  with  a  reason- 
able expenditure  for  ordinary  replacement  and  main- 
tenance. 

Intangible  Elements  of  Value. 

In  determining  the  proper  valuation,  therefore, 
the  original  cost,  cost  of  reproduction  new,  present 
value  as  affected  by  depreciation  should  all  be  taken 
into  consideration.  They  are  not  the  only  elements, 
however,  although  they  are  usually  the  most  readily 
determined.  One  element  of  value  often  suggested  is 
that  of  "good  will."  The  good  will  of  a  business  is  an 
asset  that  cannot  be  ignored  in  determining  the  valua- 
ation  of  a  property,  provided  the  element  of  good  will 
is  inherent  in  the  business  of  a  public  service  corpora- 
tion which  may  have  a  practical  monopoly.  One  of 
the  most  comprehensive  and  generally  accepted  defini- 
tions of  good  will  is  by  Judge  Story : 

"Good  will  may  properly  enough  be  described  to  be  the  ad- 
vantage or  benefit  which  is  acquired  by  an  establishment,  be- 
yond the  mere  value  ot  the  capital  stock,  funds,  or  property 
employed  therein  in  consequence  of  the  general  public  patron- 
age and  encouragement  which  it  receives  from  constant  or 
habitual  customers  on  account  of  its  local  position  or  common 
celebi'ity  or  reputation  for  skill,  affluence,  punctuality,  or  from 
ether  accidental  circumstances  or  necessities,  or  even  from 
ancient    partialities    or    prejudices." 

Judge  Hough  must  have  had  this  definition  of 
■good  will  in  mind  in  the  case  of  Consolidated  Gas 
Company  vs.  The  Cit}'  of  New  York,  in  which  he  says : 

"There  is  nothing  in  the  nature  of  the  business  enabling 
it  to  acouire  good  will  in  the  property  sense  or  indee.d  in  any 
other.     It  is  required   by  law  to   furnish   gas   to   all   demanding 
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it  within  a  certain  distance  of  the  mains;  and  it  owns  the 
mains,  sei'vice  pipes  and  meters.  What  induces  a  custorner 
to  remain  Tv^ith  this  compan>".  its  successor  or  vendee?  _  Nothing: 
that  I  can  imagrine.  except  a  desire  to  a.void  the  nuisance  of 
street  dig'ging  in  front  nf  liis  house:  a  digging:,  however,  en- 
tailing no  expense  upon  him.  Yet  even  this  nuisance  is  in 
all  human  probahility  impossible  of  occurrence  because  of  the 
beneficiallv  monopolistic  character  of  defendant's  present  occu- 
pancy of  the  streets  of  this  city  *  •  *.  Finally,  this  claim 
of  good  will  seems  to  forget  that  for  many  year.s  the  price 
of  distribution  of  complainant's  gas  has  been  regulated  by 
law.  A  citizen  is  entitled  to  have  a  clean  street  before  his 
house  because  he  pa^'s  taxes,  inter  alls,  for  that  purpose.  He 
is  much  more  entitle!  to  have  complainant's  gas  in  his  house 
because  the  company  must  give  it  to  liim  if  be  pays  for  it.  T 
think  it  apparent  that  the  conceivable  good  will  of  a  gas  com- 
panv  in  this  city  is  about  enual  to  that  of  the  street  cleanin,g 
department    of   the    municipal    government." 

The  public  service  corporation  operating  where 
competition  exists  may  have  an  element  of  good  will 
in  its  valuation,  but  it  is  certainly  of  little  if  any, 
consequence  where  the  public  under  any  circumstance^: 
must  obtain  its  service,  if  at  all,  from  a  single  corpor- 
ation. 

In  a  somewhat  similar  manner  may  the  assumed 
value  of  franchises  be  considered  in  determining  the 
valuation  of  the  property  of  a  public  service  corpora- 
tion. Based  upon  court  decisions,  the  principal  ele- 
ment in  the  value  of  a  franchise  is  the  earning  capacity 
of  the  property  of  the  corporation  in  connection  with 
which  a  franchise  is  necessary.  Viewed  from  this 
standpoint,  since  the  earnings  must  be  directly  depend- 
ent upon  the  rates  charged  for  service,  it  is  evident 
that  to  include  the  value  of  a  franchise  as  an  element 
in  determining  rates  developes  an  almost  impossible 
situation.  A  franchise  which  is  not  exclusive  can 
have  no  real  value  from  any  standpoint  and  is  in  reality 
little  more  than  a  permit  to  carry  on  the  business  and 
to  do  necessary  work  upon  public  property.  .'Ks  an  ele- 
ment of  value,  even  in  the  sale  or  transfer  of  the  prop- 
erty, it  is  questionable'  whether  such  a  franchise  would 
be  given  serious  consideration.  If,  however,  a  fran- 
chise is  exclusive  and  is  owned  by  a  company,  it  may 
be  considered  of  value  and  would  be  rightfully  con- 
sidered a  part  of  the  entire  system  if  the  business 
were  sold.  On  this  assumption  it  is  proper  to  con- 
sider a  franchise  as  a  part  of  the  taxable  property 
of  the  company.  On  the  other  baud,  while  there  may 
be  some  cases  where  the  valuation  of  a  property  may 
rightfully  include  a  certain  sum  as  the  value  of  the 
franchise,  yet  when  this  value  must  depend  upon  the 
rates  for  whicb  service  is  rendered,  it  is  difficult  to  see 
how  it  should  be  considered  as  a  part  of  such  valua- 
tion. 

There  is  an  element  of  value  that  must  be  taken 
into  consideration  in  determining  the  valuation  of 
a  property  and  which  is  sometimes  referred  to  as 
"Going  Value."  This  is  sometimes  covered  by  an 
allowance  usually  in  percentage  to  cover  the  differ- 
ence between  the  cost  of  the  physical  property  and  the 
value  of  the  completed  system  in  operation  providing 
service  to  its  customers  and  possessing  numerous  val- 
uable contracts  for  giving  service  in  the  future.  Going 
value  is  of  an  intangible  character  and  mav  be  esti- 
mated in  some  instances  by  estimating  the  cost  of 
developing  the  business  which  the  company  enjoys 
at  any  particular  time.  The  data  naturally  is  rarely 
obtainable  to  indicate  the  money  actually  spent  by 
the  company  to  obtain  its  business,  since  in  recent 
years  the  period  of  time  during  which  public  service 
corporations   have  been   ready  for  operation   and  yet 


not  actually  engaged  in  providing  service,  approxi- 
mately at  least  up  to  their  normal  capacit}^  has  usually 
not  exceeded  one  or  two  years.  When  the  earnings 
of  a  public  service  corporation  have  not  been  sufficient 
to  meet  reasonable  expenditures  for  the  development  of 
its  business  and  to  cover  operating  expenses,  depre- 
ciation and  a  reasonable  return  on  the  investment,  the 
losses  incurred  in  building  up  the  business  must  be 
considered  as  one  of  the  elements  to  be  included  in 
appraising  a  plant  for  the  purpose  of  determining  the 
proper  rates  for  service. 

Probably  the  most  concise  statement  in  this  con- 
nection is  from  the  decision  of  Justice  Brewer  in  a 
most  noteworthy  decision  in  the  case  of  the  National 
Water  Works  Company  vs.  Kansas  City  in  connec- 
tion with  the  valuation  of  a  waterworks  which  had 
been  taken  by  the  municipalitv  : 

''The  original  cost  of  the  construction  cannot  control,  for 
'original  co.«t'  and  'present  value'  are  not  enui\'alent  terms. 
Nor  would  the  mere  cost  of  reproducing  the  "waterworks  plant 
be  a  fair  cost,  because  that  does  not  take  into  accoiint  the 
^•alue  ■v\^hich  flows  from  the  established  connections  between 
the  pipes  and  the  buildings  of  the  city.  Tt  is  obvious  that 
the  mere  cost  of  purchasing  the  lard,  constructing  the  build- 
ings nutting  in  tile  machinery,  and  ]^^'ing  the  pipes  in  the 
street" — in  otlier  words,  the  cost  ''f  reproduction — does  not 
ETM-e  tiie  \-a1ue  of  the  property  as  it  is  to-day.  A  completed 
,<5i.ctp^Yi  of  -u^^ terworks.  such  as  the  comp^^ny  has.  "without  a 
Qinpfi^  connection  bet"n-een  the  pipes  in  the  streets  and  the 
buildings  of  the  city,  "\vould  be  a  property  of  mucii  less  value 
th^n  that  s^'^tem  connected,  as  it  is.  "v^'-ith  so  many  build- 
ings, and  earninsr.  in  consequence  thereof,  the  money  "which 
it  does  earn.  The  fact  that  it  is  a  system  in  operation,  not 
nr>1\-  "nnth  a  capacitv  to  supplv  the  cit"^',  but  actunllv  supplying 
n^any  buildings  in  the  city — not  only  "t\'ith  a  capacity  to  earn, 
but  actually  earring — makes  it  true  that  'th=  fiir  and  equitable 
value'   is  something  in   excess  of  the   cost   of  reproduction." 

In  general  it  maj^  be  said  that  the  courts  have 
with  few  exceptions  held  that  going  value  is  an  im- 
portant and  valuable  consideration  in  determining  a 
fair  valuation  for  the  property  of  a  public  service  cor- 
poration devoted  to  public  service.  The  difficulty, 
however  is  in  obtaining  a  fair  and  proper  figure  in  any 
given  case.  Competition  may  at  any  time  seriously 
affect  any  estimate  which  may  be  made  of  the  prob- 
able value  of  a  going  concern  as  contrasted  with  the 
physical  plant  without  customers  or  contracts.  It 
is  probably  most  satisfactory  to  treat  this  matter  pri- 
marilv  from  the  standpoint  of  the  excess  value  of  the 
completed  system  in  operation  over  and  above  the 
original  cost,  cost  of  reproduction  new,  or  cost  of 
reproduction  less  depreciation,  of  the  physical  plant. 

If  this  is  done,  however,  such  excess  value  of  the 
completed  operatin,g  system  must  be  considered  en- 
tirely separate  from  a  percentage  which  may  properlv 
be  considered  as  approximately  the  contractor's  profit 
who  undertakes  to  design,  build  and  supervise  the 
complete  construction  of  an  entire  system,  turning  it 
over  ready  for  operation  to  its  owners. 

The  true  value  of  a  thing  has  been  defined  as  the 
price  upon  which  a  purchaser  and  a  seller  mutually 
aafree  and  at  which  figure  an  actual  transaction  takes 
place.  If  an  existing  plant  and  svstem  were  to  be 
purchased  and  the  owners  were  willing  to  sell  at  all. 
thev  would  surely  take  into  consideration  what  it 
would  cost  the  purchaser  to  duplicate,  not  nnlv  the 
physical  plant,  but  obtain  all  of  the  business  enjoyed 
bv  them,  and  the  prospective  purchasers  would  surely 
consider  what  it  would  cost  them  independentiv  to 
install  a  plant  of  equal  ,s:eneral  efficiency  and  tise- 
fulness,  including  the  business  developed  and  under 
control  of  the  prospective  sellers.     In  the  long  run. 
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the  true  value  must  be  the  capitalization  of  an  assured 
income.  A  certain  portion  of  this  value  is  represented 
by  tangible  property  and  the  remainder,  if  there  be 
any,  must  be  regarded  as  primarily  traceable  to  the 
earning  power  of  the  business. 

Gross  Revenue,  Cost  of  Operation  and  Quantity  of  Gas 
Manufactured  and  Sold. 

Gas  being  a  commodity,  it  is  manufactured,  dis- 
tributed and  sold  to  those  who  use  it.  As  manufac- 
tured and  sold  it  is  divided  into  units  which  are  usually 
1000  cubic  feet.  The  operating  expenses  may  be 
properly  divided  into  manufacturing,  including  fuel, 
distribution,  general  expenses,  taxes  and  licenses  and 
depreciation.  For  any  period  the  unit  cost  may  in 
a  general  way  be  obtained  by  dividing  the  total  ex- 
pense by  the  total  quantity  sold  and  the  average  cost 
per  1000  cubic  feet  is  thereby  obtained.  Similarly, 
the  unit  cost  for  fuel  and  other  station  costs,  for  dis- 
tribution, taxes  and  licenses,  depreciation  and  general 
expenses,  may  also  be  determined.  It  is  of  importance 
also  to  know  the  relation  between  the  total  gas  made 
and  delivered  to  the  holders  and  the  quantity  actually 
sold  as  per  customers'  meters.  In  this  manner  definite 
data  is  obtained  for  the  leakage  and  the  reduction  in 
volume  of  the  gas  as  measured  by  the  station  meters 
and  by  customers'  meters. 

The  operating  expenses  can  be  definitely  divided 
under  two  heads,  fixed  and  variable.  The  fixed  costs 
should  include  all  expenses  that  are  independent  of 
the  quantity  of  gas  made  but  which  remain  practically 
constant  whether  the  plant  is  operated  at  or  near  its 
full  output,  or  at  a  fraction  of  this.  Variable  expenses 
include  those  costs  that  vary  with  the  output  and 
may  be  considered  as  of  little  consequence  if  gas  is  not 
made.  Naturally,  these  two  classes  of  costs  are  de- 
pendent and  may  vary  widely. 

It  is  not  always  possible  to  make  a  definite  segre- 
gation of  these  fixed  and  variable  expenses,  but  when 
necessary,  approximate  subdivisions  may  be  made  of 
expenditures  involving  both.  The  cost  of  manufac- 
ture per  1000  cubic  feet  depends  largely  upon  the  total 
amount  of  gas  made,  decreasing  as  the  volume  of  pro- 
duction increases  and  increasing  as  the  quantity  made 
decreases,  and  a  slight  reduction  in  the  sales  will 
materially  increase  the  cost  of  manufacture  per  1000 
cubic  feet.  The  greater  the  sales  the  smaller  is  the 
cost  of  manufacture,  but  not  in  the  same  proportion 
for  the  total  cost  of  service,  when  we  include  the  dis- 
tribution to  customers'  meters,  and  it  is  therefore  of 
the  greatest  importance  in  discussing  the  rates  for 
which  gas  may  be  sold  to  clearly  distinguish  between 
the  cost  of  gas  in  the  holder  and  when  delivered  to  the 
customers'  premises. 

In  general,  it  may  be  said  that  very  large  consum- 
ers involve  a  smaller  cost  per  1000  cubic  feet  than 
small  consumers.  The  question  naturally  arises, 
should  this  difference  in  the  cost  of  service  to  various 
classes  of  consumers  be  taken  into  consideration  in 
determining  the  proper  rates  for  service?  The  same 
rate  for  all  is  a  term  that  is  often  much  more  beauti- 
ful in  the  abstract  than  when  absolutely  applied. 
Sometimes  such  a  policy,  when  it  means  the  same  rate 
for  all  regardless  of  both  cost  and  the  effect  upon  the 
growth  of  the  business,  is  a  violation  of  sound  busi- 


ness principles  and  decidedly  against  public  policy. 
Often,  uniform  rates  for  a  very  large  territory  with 
the  same  class  of  customers  may  fulfill  all  require- 
ments, but  it  does  not  follow  that  the  best  interests 
of  all  concerned  are  conserved  where,  in  deciding  upon 
a  rate,  it  is  made  uniform  for  every  customer.  Very 
closely  related  to  the  fixed  and  variable  expenses  are 
capacity  and  output  expenses,  and  in  some  respects 
they  more  clearly  define  the  costs  involved  in  the 
two  classes  of  expenditures.  There  is  a  term  known 
as  "Consumer's  charge"  which  may  ordinarily  be  in- 
cluded as  a  part  of  the  fixed  costs  of  operation,  and 
such  expenses  are  directly  proportional  to  the  number 
of  consumers  taking  service. 

These  considerations  usually  lead  to  the  estab- 
lis!iment  of  what  is  known  as  minimum  rates  or  a  min- 
imum bill,  which  should  be  high  enough  to  cover  the 
cost  to  the  company  of  the  consumer  independent  of 
the  quantity  of  gas  which  may  be  delivered  to  and 
used  by  him.  Many  times  the  actual  consumption 
of  gas  for  small  customers  is  not  a  great  factor  in 
the  cost  of  rendering  service  and  from  this  stand- 
point the  establishment  of  minimum  rates  would  seem 
to  be  sound  and  thoroughly  justifiable. 

While  no  rates  should  be  greater  than  the  value 
of  the  service  rendered,  it  is  not  necessarily  equitable 
to  charge  the  same  rates  to  all  regardless  of  the  actual 
cost,  and,  as  the  cost  of  manufacture  per  1000  cubic 
feet  depends  very  largely  upon  the  magnitude  of  the 
output,  such  a  policy  might  not  only  tend  to  dis- 
courage large  consumption  but  to  actually  increase 
the  cost  to  small  consumers.  It  may  even  happen  that 
large  quantities  of  gas  should  be  sold  at  even  less 
than  enough  to  yield  the  regular  rate  of  return  rather 
than  these  quantities  should  not  be  sold  at  all. 

This  phase  of  the  situation  is  often  entirely 
neglected,  not  only  by  gas  companies,  but  by  those 
responsible  for  the  adjustment  of  rates  on  an  equitable 
basis.  Failure  to  consider  such  opportunities  often 
results  in  losses  of  great  magnitude  and  thereby  re- 
sults in  increased  cost  to  all  consumers.  A  wise  and 
far-seeing  management  having  all  the  information 
available  can  usually  treat  such  matters  most  effect- 
ively by  taking  into  consideration  the  location  of  such 
large  customers  and  the  character  and  magnitude  of 
service  required. 

In  this  connection  it  is  of  interest  to  discuss 
the  advisability  of  charging  a  higher  rate  for  gas  when 
used  for  lighting  purposes  than  when  used  for  heat- 
ing and  cooking.  As  a  matter  of  fact  by  far  the  larg- 
est part  of  the  consumption  of  gas  is  for  purposes  other 
than  lighting,  and  this  probably  accounts  for  the  fact 
that  the  rates  for  the  two  classes  of  service  differ.  In 
addition  there  is  of  course  the  fact  that  the  use  of  gas 
for  lighting  concentrates  the  maximum  demand  some- 
what similar  to,  although  of  less  magnitude  than,  the 
use  of  electricity  for  lighting.  Gas  is  stored  in  the 
holder  with  little  additional  cost  as  compared  with  the 
storage  of  electricity,  so  that  the  peake  load  character 
of  the  demand  is  decidedly  of  smaller  consequence,  as 
regards  the  maximum  capacity  of  the  plant,  than  in 
the  generation  and  consumption  of  electrical  energy. 
Whether  use  for  lighting  or  fuel  on  the  customers' 
premises  the  gas  is  used  in  the  same  way  and  from 
the  same  service  pipes,  and  unless  there  is  a  very 
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great  difference  in  the  magnitude  of  consumption  in 
the  two  cases  it  is  difficult  to  see  where  lies  the 
difference  in  the  cost  of  service  in  the  two  instances. 

Rate  of  Return  on  Investment. 

What  is  an  adequate  return  on  the  investment  for 
a  public  utility  corporation  is  a  question  that  has 
been  given  the  greatest  consideration,  n(^t  only  by  the 
courts  of  the  country,  but  by  Federal,  State,  Municipal 
and  other  commissions.  In  the  U.  S.  Supreme  Court 
decision  in  the  Consolidated  Gas  Case  of  New  York, 
it  is  stated  that: 

"There  Is  no  pHTticular  rate  of  compensation  -which  must  in 
all  cases  and  in  all  parts  of  the  country  he  reg-arde'l  as  suffi- 
cient for  capital  invested  in  business  enterprises.  Such  com- 
pensation must  depend  srcatly  upon  circumstances  and  locality; 
anions  other  things  the  amount  of  risk  in  the  business  is  a 
most  important  factor  as  well  as  the  locality  where  the  business 
is  conducted  and  the  rate  expected,  and  usually  realized  there 
upon  investments  of  a  somewhat  similar  nature  with  regard 
to   the   risk  attending  them." 

In  considering  such  a  matter  it  is  evident  that 
under  present  industrial  conditions  the  best  interests 
of  society  as  a  whole  are  subserved  when  the  share  of 
each  factor  of  production  is  high  enough  to  cause  a 
free  and  natural  distribution  of  capital  and  business 
ability  as  well  as  labor  into  all  utilities.  When  wages 
and  the  returns  on  investment  are  not  high  enough  to 
be  attractive  then  in  such  a  utility  there  must  be  a 
decline.  No  utility  will  be  furnished  unless  the  factors 
making  such  a  utility  attractive  are  present.  Wages 
must  be  high  enough  to  attract  competent  workmen, 
salaries  sufficient  to  engage  successful  superintendents 
and  managers,  interest  on  the  capital  legitimately  in- 
vested must  be  earned,  and,  in  general,  the  return  must 
be  high  enough  to  induce  investors  to  assume  all  risks 
and  responsibilities  that  are  involved  in  their  opera- 
tion. From  this  it  naturally  follows  that  the  rate  fixed 
for  service  rendered  by  public  utility  corporations 
must  in  the  long  run  be  high  enough  to  attract  all  of 
the  elements  necessary  for  the  production  of  that  serv- 
ice, taking  into  consideration  the  wages  to  be  paid,  the 
cost  of  superintendence  and  management,  the  interest 
on  the  investment  and  a  reward  for  the  risk  and  re- 
sponsibility entailed. 

Unfortunately,  however,  many  who  have  been  most 
active  in  the  development  of  public  utility  corporations 
in  recent  years  have  been  interested  therein  primarilv 
from  the  speculative  standpoint  rather  than  as  legiti- 
mate investors.  Speculation  necessarily  involves  risk. 
An  investment  is  generally  considered  reasonably  safe. 
A  high  rate  of  return  rarely  compensates  when  there 
is  a  danger  of  losing  a  part  or  all  of  the  principal.  Cus- 
tomers of  a  public  service  corporation  have  a  right 
to  demand  that  the  rates  they  pay  for  service  shall  be 
only  adequate  to  give  a  proper  return  upon  the  neces- 
sary investment  required,  and  not  so  high  as  to  make 
the  return,  upon  a  reasonably  safe  investment,  of  the 
magnitude  usually  demanded  in  a  pure  and  unadul- 
tered  speculative  venture. 

The  tendency  toward  legislation  affecting  public 
utilities,  the  creation  of  wise  and  powerful  commis- 
sions and  the  enactment  of  numerous  laws  not  only 
regulating  but  actually  protecting  public  service  cor- 
porations constitute  a  definite  reduction  in  the  risks 
and  hazards  formerly  existing  in  many  instances. 

In  public  utilities  capital  cannot  be  turned  over 
as  frequently  as  in  commercial  enterprises,  due  to  the 


relatively  large  proportion  of  the  fixed  investment. 
Legislative  regulation  of  public  utilities  through  com- 
missions may  in  some  respects  be  detrimental  to  finan- 
cial operators  who  endeavor  to  evade  their  obligations 
under  the  common  law  and  who  try  to  profit  by  the 
manipulation  of  capital  rather  than  through  legitimate, 
effective  and  economical  operation  of  their  plants. 
Such  regulation,  however,  cannot  possibly  result  in 
permanent  injury  to  the  great  majority  of  investors 
and  to  the  utilities  themselves  if  honestly  applied  and 
administered  with  ordinary  care.  An  investment  along 
the  lines  of  and  in  the  spirit  of  such  laws  as  those 
which  have  been  upheld  by  the  courts  assures,  in  every 
case,  a  reasonable  return  on  a  fair  valuation  of  the 
plant. 

While  public  utilities  are  subject  to  many  condi- 
tions that  tend  to  increase  the  risks  under  which  their 
business  is  carried  on,  they  are  also  afforded  a  great 
deal  of  protection  that  is  of  the  greatest  value  to  in- 
vestors. Many  are  natural  monopolies  engaged  in 
furnishing  service  that  has  practically  become  a  neces- 
sity and  for  which,  at  least  at  the  present  time,  there 
are  no  effective  substitutes.  An  investment  in  a  public 
utility  corporation  wisely  directed,  while  involving  a 
greater  risk  than  if  the  same  money  was  placed  in 
good  mortgages,  should  not  involve  hazards  equal  to 
investments  in  ordinary  competitive  enterprises. 

The  profits  of  a  business  consists  of  the  balance 
between  the  sum  of  expenses  and  the  total  income  of 
the  business.  It  is  the  difference  between  the  sum 
representing  the  operating,  expenses,  which  includes 
rent,  salaries  and  wages,  fuel,  taxes,  interest,  depre- 
ciation, and  the  total  gross  revenue.  This  difference 
is  the  last  share  of  the  total  income  and  unlike  all  the 
other  shares  is  not  fixed.  It  simply  consists  of  what  is 
left  after  all  other  claims  have  been  completely  satified. 
Salaries,  wages,  rents  and  interest  are  usually  fixed 
at  a  certain  amount  per  annum  in  advance  and  are 
paid  out  of  the  gross  receipts.  The  amount  left  after 
these  shares  have  been  satisfied  belongs  to  the  owner 
and  represents  his  share  of  the  profits  of  the  busi- 
ness. Interest  and  profits,  notwithstanding  the  in- 
determinate quality  of  the  latter,  are  usually  measured 
upon  the  same  basis  and  are  included  in  what  is  gen- 
erally known  as  the  adequate  return  on  the  investment. 

The  difference  between  the  gross  revenue  and  the 
aggregate  of  the  legitimate  operating  expenses  for  a 
single  year  is  the  sum  usually  considered  as  the  net 
revenue  or  return  upon  the  investment.  As  the  gross 
revenue  and  the  operating  expenses  are  for  many 
reasons  subject  to  wide  variations,  it  is  manifestly 
unsafe  to  determine  rates  upon  a  single  year's  busi- 
ness. A  most  valuable  method  is  to  consider  the  gross 
and  net  return  per  dollar  invested  for  a  number  of 
years  of  operation.  By  doing  this  the  additional  in- 
vestment in  the  plant  from  year  to  year  as  well  as 
the  growth  of  the  business,  both  from  the  standpoint 
of  gross  revenue  and  operating  expenses,  is  obtained. 
In  fact,  many  important  conditions  affecting  the  com- 
pany are  brought  to  light  in  such  an  analysis. 

The  value  of  ascertaining  how  much  a  dollar 
earns,  both  gross  and  net,  is  due  to  the  important 
differences  between  public  service  corporation  and  or- 
dinary commercial  enterprises.     In  most  private  un- 
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dertakings  the  operating  expenses  can  usually  be 
greatly  reduced  or  even  practically  eliminated  if  for  any 
reason  the  gross  receipts  are  reduced  so  as  to  make 
the  business  unprofitable.  But  this  cannot  be  done 
in  the  case  of  public  service  corporations,  who  must 
under  the  law  provide  service  to  all  within  the  terri- 
tory covered  by  the  distribution  system  provided  who 
request  it.  AVhile  the  investment  in  the  private  enter- 
prise may  be  greatly  restricted  or  even  withdrawn, 
such  is  not  the  case  with  a  public  service  corporation. 
The  relativel)'-  large  investment  in  plant,  equipment 
and  other  property  of  the  public  service  corporation 
means  that  the  interest  and  other  fixed  charges  go  on 
at  about  the  same  rate  whether  the  plant  is  operated 
and  its  output  sold  or  not.  As  a  result,  the  public 
service  corporation  is  compelled  under  certain  ad- 
verse conditions  to  keep  its  plant  in  operation  even  if 
the  actual  operating  expenses  are  greater  than  the 
gross  receipts. 

A  complete  investigation  of  all  conditions  existing 
for  a  number  of  years  is  therefore  of  much  greater 
value  than  confining  the  data  upon  which  rates  are 
fixed  to  a  single  year's  business.  The  public  service 
corporation  should  not  be  a  free  agent  to  do  abso- 
lutely as  it  pleases,  and  on  account  of  this  restriction 
certain  reasonable  protection  is  desirable  for  all  con- 
cerned. Free  and  unrestricted  competition  between 
private  enterprises  may  be  of  the  greatest  benefit  to 
the  public.  Experience  shows,  however,  that  this  is 
not  the  case  with  public  service  corporations  where  the 
commodity  furnished  by  them  is  a  necessity  and  the 
character  of  the  business  such  as  to  be  a  natural  mo- 
nopoly. Competition  in  such  cases  inevitably  results 
in  a  bitter  struggle  for  supremacy  and  rates  so  low 
as  to  be  inadequate  to  maintain  the  proper  quality  of 
service  and  yield  a  return  sufficient  to  make  exten- 
sions commensurate  with  the  growth  of  the  com- 
munity. Two  or  more  distinct  and  separate  corpora- 
tions providing  the  same  public  commodity  are  not 
likely  to  remain  separate  very  long.  Sooner  or  later  it 
will  be  self-evident  that  the  service  rendered  by  them 
independentljr  can  be  more  cheaply,  effectively  and 
in  a  better  manner  provided  by  a  single  operating 
system  under  one  management.  As  a  result  it  is  an 
invariable  rule  that  competition  which  is  often  thought 
to  be  preventive  of  excessive  rates  becomes  ultimately 
the  direct  cause  of  what  is  relatively  extortionate  rates 
of  service,  when  compared  with  what  the  rates  should 
be  if  destructive  and  temporary  competition  is  pre- 
vented and  the  rates  equitably  fixed  under  proper  con- 
trol by  a  wise  commission. 

Again,  a  modification  of  rates  at  frequent  intervals 
is  undesirable,  as  it  renders  unstable  and  therefore  the 
more  hazardous  the  entire  business  of  rendering  serv- 
ice. Everything  of  every  character  tending  to  elimi- 
nate uncertainties  and  general  risks  on  the  one  hand, 
and  which  provides  protection  and  wise  regulation  on 
the  other,  definitely  increases  the  security  of  the  in- 
vestment, the  required  return  upon  which  is  thereby 
reduced,  the  general  stability  of  the  enterprise  is  ma- 
terially improved,  restulting  not  only  in  reduced  rates 
but  improved  quality  of  service. 

Conversely,  the  rate  of  return  on  the  investment 
and  consequently  the  rates  of  service  must  be  corres- 


pondingly high  as  long  as  unrestricted  competition 
threatens,  and  extraordinary  risks  involving  a  possible 
loss  of  a  large  fraction  of  the  investment  confronts, 
those  interested  in  the  progress  and  development  of 
public  service  corporations  in  general. 

In  the  end,  all  costs  of  every  character,  such  as 
litigation  and  other  expenses,  incident  to  the  estab- 
lishing of  rates,  whether  paid  out  of  public  funds  or  by 
the  public  service  corporations,  come  out  of  the  cus- 
tomers' pocke.ts,  as  taxpayers  in  one  instance  and  as 
consumers  forced  to  pay  the  company  for  service  in 
the  other.  The  constant  danger  to  the  company  of 
having  its  investment  as  well  as  its  gross  revenue  seri- 
ously impaired  due  to  the  fixing  of  ratesupon  other 
than  a  sound  and  equitable  basis  involves  that  much 
extra  hazard  in  conducting  its  business,  necessarily 
requires  an  increased  return  upon  the  investment  on 
account  of  such  menace,  and  in  turn  will  ultimately 
result  in  rates  higher  than  they  should  be. 
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Public  opinion  and  more  especially  public  de- 
sires and  ambitions  in  proposed  relationships  of  the 

.„,,._       .  municipality  with  the  public  serv- 

A  Public  Service  ;^.  ,,  .- 

P  .  ice  corporation  are  as  vacillating  as 

ikK     >     A- ._._•..    J  the  fads  which  create  the  fabulous 

Man  s  Attitude       „  ,    . 

Belgian    hare   industries   one   year 

and  starve  them  to  death  the  next.  When  not  prop- 
erly directed,  desires  and  ambitions  on  the  part  of 
the  public  will  retard  municipal  growth  and  the  free- 
dom of  natural  progress  as  surely  as  the  fashions  of 
the  day  hobble  the  energies  of  our  women.  Not 
only  do  these  fashions  hobble  the  women  in  their 
personal  attire,  but  they  waste  enormous  energies 
in  public  agitation  as  was  done  in  the  city  of  Roch- 
ester in  an  endeavor  to  change  the  heights  of  street 
car  steps  to  meet  the  hobbled  skirt  limitations.  Thus 
it  is  in  case  of  the  municipality,  often  misdirected 
public  activity  will  lead  a  community  into  waste  of 
energies  which  properly  applied  would  have  many 
fruitful  results. 

There  are  cases  on  record  where  the  municipal 
ownership  of  public  utilities  has  proved  a  marked 
success.  There  are  many  more  which,  by  the  careful 
juggling  of  the  annual  statements  of  receipts  and  ex- 
penditures, the  fat  office-holders  have  made  the  public 
believe  are  a  success. 

Be  all  this  as  it  may.  The  fact  remains  that  at 
intervals  during  the  life  of  a  municipality,  the  munici- 
pal ovirnership  idea  creeps  heavily  into  the  issues  of 
political  struggles.  How  often  it  has  been  found  in 
the  past  that  the  ever  jealous  corporation  has  either 
concealed  its  records  when  the  public  demanded  an 
open  statement,  or,  due  to  almost  criminal  neglect  of 
business  methods  on  the  part  of  the  corporation,  an 
accurate  statement  has  been  impossible. 

At  the  recent  Oakland  convention  of  the  Pacific 
Coast  Gas  Association,  Professor  C.  L.  Cory  of  the 
University  of  California  presented  a  paper  on  the 
fixing  of  rates,  which  for  its  fairness,  both  to  the 
public  and  to  the  corporation,  was  of  remarkably 
high  order.  John  A.  Britton,  who  is  general  manager 
of  one  of  California's  most  powerful  corporations— 
namely  the  Pacific  Gas  &  Electric  Company— fol- 
lowed in  the  discussion  of  the  paper.  It  was  a  treat 
to  all  those  within  his  hearing  to  listen  to  Mr.  Brit- 
ton's  remarks.  Commenting  first  upon  the  able  man- 
ner in  which  Professor  Cory  had  handled  his  sub- 
ject, he  urged  upon  all  corporations  to  have  expert 
appraisements  made  of  their  holdings  and  their  books 
in  such  accurate  and  accessible  form  that  any  call 
for  public  inspection  by  experts  could  easily  and 
quickly  be  met.  Mr.  Britton's  idea  conveyed  was 
that  the  inability  of  a  corporation  in  the  past 
to  show  a  clean,  accurate  statement,  had  always  been 
misinterpreted  by  the  general  public  and  taken  by  the 
public  to  mean  that  the  public  service  corporation 
had  something  to  conceal. 

Mr.  Britton  was  quite  right  when  he  made  the 
statement  that  public  uneasiness  was  largely  brought 
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about  by  this  element  of  supposed  holding  back  on  the 
part  of  the  great  corporations.  Mr.  Britton  struck 
the  keynote.  Such  breadth  of  view  shown  by  a  repre- 
sentative of  a  great  public  service  corporation  will  do 
much  toward  the  creating  of  a  more  wholesome  under- 
standing between  the  public  service  corporations  and 
the  public. 


Puget  Sound 
Rate  Case 


Elsewhere    in    these    columns    will    be    found    an 
account  of  the  recent  court  decisions  affecting  traffic 
rates  within    twelve   miles   of  Ta- 
coma    and    Seattle    on    the    Puget 
Sound     Electric    Company's   serv- 
ice. 
The   ruling   is   one   of   great    importance   and   its 
influence  will  be  widely  felt  in  rate  questions  in  the 
west.    The  court  takes  the  ground  that  7  per  cent  is 
not  an  unreasonable  return  on  an  investment;  that 
mistakes   of   the    company    in    the    past    cannot    be 
assessed  to  the  travehng  public.     The  last  statement 
was  made  in  response  to  the  showing  that  the  com- 
pany had  not  in  the  past  set  aside  a  proper  sum  to 
cover  depreciation. 

In  the  adjustment  of  traffic  matters  and  the  fix- 
ing of  rates  by  a  commission,  many  things  must  be 
brought  into  consideration.  The  only  method  that 
will  give  justice  to  both  sides  of  any  controversy  is 
for  the  arbitrator  to  put  himself  as  far  as  possible 
in  such  a  frame  of  mind  that  both  sides  to  the  issue 
can  be  seen.  In  a  word,  great  public  service  corpora- 
tions have  been  running  along  for  years  untram- 
meled  by  any  definite  public  regulations.  Now  comes 
the  commission  which  intervenes  according  to  recent 
laws.  In  readjusting  matters,  surely  reasonable 
errors  made  in  the  past  must  be  allowed  for  in  the 
re-adjustment.  Any  individual  engaged  in  the  busy 
run  of  life  will  recall  in  a  moment's  thought  what 
an  enormous  portion,  even  compared  to  the  total  out-, 
lay,  is  actually  wasted  by  mistakes  in  launching  any 
enterprise.  Such  mistakes,  from  our  very  makeup 
as  human  beings,  seem  to  be  unavoidable.  In  a  calm, 
just,  reasonable  striking  of  a  balance  they  should 
represent  an  intangible  asset  to  the  owners  of  a  proj- 
ect, not  as  representing  an  interest  account  on  a 
blunder  which  an  unwieldly  corporation  desires  to 
saddle  on  the  long-suffering  public,  but  as  represent- 
ing in  good  faith  a  certain  capitalized  amount  of 
human  brains  and  genius  finally  successful  in  over- 
coming human  difficulties  met  in  the  evolution  of  an 
art. 

The  case  is  comparable  to  human  attempts  in  the 
solution  of  a  new  mathematical  problem.  At  first 
the  subject  is  wholly  unknown  to  us.  We  read,  and 
we  figure,  making  many  mistakes  as  we  go  until 
finally  after  hours  of  laboribtfs  work,  our  task  is 
complete.  In  the  future  progres's  of  our  engineer- 
ing career  we  use  the  same  identical  problem  thous- 
ands of  times,  but  ever  thereafter  it  only  takes  us  a 
few   minutes   for  the   proper   solution.     Surely   it   is 


proper  and  right  for  the  expert  to  charge  for  his 
services  not  only  during  the  brief  period  now  required 
in  its  solution,  but  also  the  interest  on  a  certain  cap- 
italized valuation  of  the  application  of  his  brains 
and  of  experiences  acquired  from  former  mistakes 
and  efforts. 

Thus  it  is  true  that  m  making  a  proper  valua- 
tion of  any  public  service  corporation,  justice  should 
give  to  the  corporation  a  reasonable  capitalized  asset 
as  representing  in  its  particular  case  the  proper 
amount  in  expenditure  that  the  human  element  neces- 
sitated in  overcoming  human  shortcomings  met  with 
in  the  advancement  of  the  art. 


The 

Big  Meadows 

Dam 


Elsewhere  in  these  columns  will  be  found  a  de- 
scription of  the  proposed  Big  Meadows  dam  of  the 
Great  Western  Power  Company. 
This  enterprise  means  the  launch- 
ing of  an  additional  supply  of 
power  in  enormous  quantities.  The 
project  is  an  interesting  one,  first  as  an  engineering 
undertaking,  for  it  is  said  that  the  cost  per  acre  foot 
of  storage  will  be  less  than  any  other  dam  in  the 
world  of  similar  large  proportions.  The  impetus  given 
to  large  storage  projects  in  the  West  during  recent 
years  has  brought  about  a  deep  realization  on  the 
part  of  capital  of  the  gigantic  possibilities  of  such 
projects.  It  is  said  that  Daniel  Webster  once  opposed 
the  appropriation  of  moneys  on  the  part  of  the  govern- 
ment for  the  erection  of  a  fort  along  the  coast  of  Ore- 
gon, concluding  a  brilliant  opposition  speech  by  say- 
ing: "Mr.  President,  what  can  we  ever  hope  to  do 
with  this  useless  territory  but  a  home  of  the  sage 
brush  and  the  jackrabbit"  Long  since  brother  Dan 
would  have  turned  in  his  grave  could  he  but  realize 
the  fallacy  of  his  remarks. 

In  Egypt  the  late  improvements  on  the  Assouan 
dam  have  increased  the  storage  capacity  so  that  it 
stands  first  in  the  world ;  next  in  capacity  is  the  Roose- 
velt dam ;  and  the  Big  Meadows  dam  will  rank  third 
in  similar  engineering  undertakings  of  the  world. 

The  most  interesting  feature,  however,  is  the  use- 
ful purpose  the  storage  of  such  enormous  quantities 
of  water  will  serve  in  carrying  the  burdens  of  the 
human  race.  The  water  will  be  used  over  and  over 
again  in  its  descending  course  from  the  mountains. 
P'ive  great  diversion  projects  will  impede  its  onward 
way,  developing  thereby  a  total  of  over  500.000  h.p. 

Hitherto  the  great  agricultural  valleys  below  have 
been  subjected  to  hazardous  floods  in  extremely  moist 
years,  brought  about  by  the  onslaught  of  run-off  waters 
and  waters  caused  by  the  melting  snows  in  the  high 
Sierras.  The  retaining  of  such  an  enormous  flood 
storage  in  the  mountains  will  do  much  to  alleviate 
this  condition. 

Finally,  having  reached  the  beautiful  stretch  of 
agricultural  country  of  central  California  in  regulated 
quantities,  the  waters  will  once  again  be  used  to 
quench  the  thirst  of  thousands  of  acres  of  semi-arid 
lands,  thus  again  blessing  the  State  by  its  presence. 
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PERSONALS. 

Henry  E.  Adams,  a  lighting  official  of  Stockton,  was  a 
recent   San  Fi-ancisco   visitor. 

L.  E.  Waird,  an  electrical  engineer  of  Sacramento,  spent 
last  Sunday  at  San  Francisco. 

J.  C.  Farrar,  of  J.  C.  Farrar  &  Co.,  electrical  engineers, 
Los  Angeles,  was  a  recent  San  Francisco  visitor. 

Ely  C.  Hutchinson,  of  the  Pelton  Water  Wheel  Company's 
sales  force,  is  spending  a  vacation  in  the  redwoods. 

Guy  H.  Talbot,  president  of  the  Pacific  Power  &  Light 
Company  of  Portland,  Ore.,  was  at  Tonopah,  Nev.,  during  the 
past  week. 

A.  H.  Babcock,  chief  electrical  engineer  of  the  Southern 
Pacific,  spent  the  past  week  at  Portland  and  other  points 
in  Oregon. 

S.  Waldo  Coleman,  manager  of  the  Coast  Counties  Light 
&  Power  Company  of  Santa  Cruz,  was  a  recent  visitor  to  the 
Bay  cities. 

J.  L.  Randolph,  president  of  the  Turlock  Telephone 
Company,  recently  arrived  from  Turlock  and  spent  a  few 
days  at  San  Francisco. 

H.  B.  Hernford,  who  is  connected  with  the  Pacific  Gas 
&  Electric  Company,  with  headquarters  at  Chico,  was  a  re- 
cent  San  Francisco  visitor. 

J.  M.  Berkley,  superintendent  of  the  Southern  Califor- 
nia Gas  Company,  has  returned  to  Los  Angeles  after  spend- 
ing a  few  days  at  San  Francisco. 

J.  H.  Wise,  assistant  general  manager  of  the  Pacific  Gas 
&  Electric  Company,  has  just  returned  to  San  Francisco,  after 
a  trip  to  the  site  of  the  proposed  Lake  Spalding  dam. 

F.  B.  Gleason,  manager  of  the  Western  Electric  Com- 
pany's San  Francisco  branch,  recently  returned  from  the  East 
and  is  now  on  a  trip  through  the  interior  of  the  State. 

L.  J.  Corbett,  hydraulic  and  electrical  engineer,  Spokane, 
Wash.,  has  entered  university  work  as  Associate  Professor 
of  Electrical  Engineering,  at  the  University  of  Idaho,  Moscow. 

Sydney  Sprout  left  last  Monday  for  Siskiyou  County  on 
business  connected  with  the  construction  of  the  Siskiyou 
Electric  Power  &  Light  Company's  new  hydroelectric  de- 
velopment on  the  Klamath  River. 

K.  G.  Dunn,  electrical  engineer  with  Hunt,  Mirk  &  Co., 
returned  to  San  Francisco  during  the  past  week,  from  San 
Diego,  where  some  important  work  is  in  progress  lor  the 
San  Diego  Electric  Railway  Company. 

John  A.  Britton,  Jr.,  son  of  the  well  known  public  serv- 
ice corporation  man  bearing  the  same  name,  recently  joined 
the  Pacific  Coast  Gas  Association  and  was  blushingly  intro- 
duced to  the  convention  as  a  "chip  off  the  old  block." 

O.  C.  Pratt,  president  of  the  Indian  Valley  Electric  Light 
&  Power  Company,  recently  returned  from  a  trip  to  Green- 
ville, where  improvements  in  the  hydroelectric  system  are 
contemplated  in  view  of  the  future  possibilities  of  that  section. 

H.  R.  Noack,  manager  of  Pierson  Roeding  &  Co.,  an- 
nounces that  the  firm  will  remove  their  offices  from  the  Mo- 
nadnock  Building  to  the  Rialto  Building.  A  large  space  will 
be  occupied  on  the  ground  fioor  at  the  corner  of  New  Mont- 
gomery and  Minna  streets. 

C.  W.  Forbes,  general  manager  of  the  Sonora  Telephone 
Company  of  Sonora,  Mexico,  is  at  San  Francisco  taking  bids 
on  a  long  distance  telephone  line,  extending  from  Guaymas 
to  Hermosillo.  The  cost  of  the  pole  line  alone  is  estimated 
at  about  $40,000.  The  telephone  equipment  will  be  of  high 
quality  throughout. 


E.  O.  Sessions  of  the  Chicago  engineering  firm  of  Wood- 
mansee,  Davidson  &  Sessions,  Inc.,  is  a  recent  San  Francisco 
visitor.  Mr.  Sessions  is  receiving  congratulations  of  his 
many  engineering  friends  on  the  able  and  etficient  skill 
he  has  shown  in  the  installation  of  the  Long  Beach  Plant  of 
the  Southern  California  Edison  Company. 

Among  the  passengers  on  the  steamer  Maitai,  which 
arrived  Thursday  was  J.  D.  Douglas,  manager  of  a  suburban 
railway  line  out  of  Auckland.  He  is  figuring  on  electrifying 
the  system  and  has  come  to  the  United  States  to  inspect 
the  electric  lines  here.  The  new  cars  will  be  built  in  New 
Zealand,   but  all  the  machinery   will 'be  imported. 

Wallace  Foster  of  the  San  Rafael  gas  division,  and  Stan- 
ley Walton,  of  the  commercial  department  of  the  Pacific 
Gas  &  Electric  Company,  are  blushingly  receiving  the  con- 
gratulations of  their  many  friends  over  their  tragic  efforts 
in  the  burlesque  council  meeting  held  during  the  recent  ban- 
quet of  the  Pacific  Gas  Association,  in  Oakland. 

Carl  D.  Heise,  who  has  long  held  a  prominent  position  in 
the  Pacific  Coast  sales  department  of  the  Westinghouse  Elec- 
tric <&  Manuiactuiing  Company,  has  just  been  appointed  as 
acting  manager  of  the  San  Francisco  district  office.  Wallace 
W.  Briggs  is  now  assistant  sales  manager  of  the  company, 
with  jurisdiction  over  the  San  Francisco,  Los  Angeles  and 
Seattle  offices.  Although  young  in  years,  Heise  is  old  in 
electrical  experience.  After  taking  an  engineering  course  in 
the  University  of  California  he  entered  the  San  Francisco 
office  of  the  Westinghouse  Company  and  was  soon  installing 
hydroelectric  plants  in  the  early  days  of  high-tension  trans- 
mission work.  After  'several  years  of  field  experience,  he 
rejoined  the  sales  force  and  the  management  has  now  shown 
its  appreciation  of  his  work. 


TRADE    NOTES. 

l:he  Great  Northern  Railway,  which  already  has  nearly 
4000  miies  of  track  equipped  with  telephone  train  dispatching 
equipment,  has  just  placed  an  order  with  the  Western  Elec- 
tric Company  for  thirty-two  telephone  selectors  to  equip  its 
Cascade  division. 

The  Union  Iron  Works  Company  of  San  Francisco  have 
this  week  closed  an  order  with  W.  G.  Douglas,  of  Virginia 
City,  Nevada,  for  one  water  wheel  unit  to  be  direct  connected 
to  an  electric  generator.  This  wheel  will  develop  500  h.p. 
under  1000  ft.  head  running  600  revolutions. 

The  Vancouver  Power  Company's  new  hydroelectric  plant, 
on  the  Jordan  River,  forty-three  miles  from  Victoria,  turned 
over  tor  the  first  time  last  Sunday.  The  3000-kw.  generator 
was  built  by  the  Allis-Chalmers  Company  and  installed  by 
Sanderson  &  Porter  under  the  supervision  of  Wynn  Meredith. 

The  following  electrical  equipment  has  been  ordered  by 
the  Oakland  &  Antioch  Railway  Company,  San  Francisco,  Cal., 
from  the  Westinghoiise  Electric  &  Manufacturing  Company: 
4  quadruple  equipments  No.  321  motors,  600-1200  V.  U.  S.  con- 
trol; 1  quadruple  equipment  No.  322-E  motors;  1  locomotive 
equipped  with  4  No.  308-B-6  motors. 

The  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company  has  recently  or- 
dered fourteen  Western  Electric  selectors  for  use  in  its  Hud- 
son tunnels.  The  section  equipped  is  known  as  the  Jersey 
City-Newark  Division,  and  it  is  nine  miles  in  length.  The 
dispatcher  will  be  located  at  what  is  known  as  the  "S.  C." 
tower,  and  No.  16  B.  &  S.  copper  line  wire  will  be  used. 

The  Fort  Wayne  Electric  Works  supplied  the  electrical 
equipment,  totaling  250  h.p.  in  induction  motors,  for  the  mill 
of  the  Stockton  Mealfalfa  Company  of  Stockton.  The  new 
plant,  located  at  Salida,  is  the  largest  alfalfa  meal  milling 
installation  in  the  State  of  California.  The  milling  machinery 
was  supplied  by  the  Williams  Pulverizer  &  Crushing  Com- 
pany. 


September  30,  1911.]  JOURNAL    OF    ELECTRICITY,    POWER    AND    GAS 


311 


THE     LAST    WORD    IN     INDUSTRIAL    LIGHTING     EQUIP- 
MENT. 

Willie  the  past  types  of  Holophane-D'Olier  steel  reflect- 
tors  practically  solved  the  industrial  lighting  problem  by 
providing  units  of  extremely  high  efficiency  and  wide  ap- 
plicability, there  are  certain  conditions  where  those  reflectors 
with  their  aluminum  finish  are  unsuitable  on  account  of  de- 
terioration due  to  acid  fumes  or  excessive  dirt  or  exposure. 

It  was  with  a  view  to  meeting  these  adverse  conditions 
that  the  Holophane  Company  perfected  a  new  line  of  steel 
reflector  having  a  tough  enamel  finish  and  with  the  holders 
and  connections  of  copper. 

These  new  reflectors  here  illustrated  are  finished  both 
inside  and  out  with  a  white  enamel.  This  enamel  is  not 
affected  by  chemical  fumes  or  by  weather  conditions  and 
is  very  easily  cleaned,  which  means  that  there  is  no  cor- 
roding or  other  deterioration. 

They  are  furnished  with  the  extensive  type  of  light 
distribution. 

Three  holding  devices  are  now  available  for  use  with 
Holophane-D'Olier  Reflectors.  The  clip  spring  holder  is 
well  known,  being  the  type  that  has  hitherto  been  supplied 
exclusively;  a  new  2%  inch  heel  which  admits  using  the 
steel  reflectors  with  standard  holders,  and  a  porcelain 
socket  holder  which  allows  the  use  of  steel  reflectors  in  many 
installations  where  brass  sockets  are  not  permissible,  are 
now  supplied  also.  These  holders  as  before  stated  are 
copper  finished  and  are  of  a  sturdier  construction  than 
those  heretofore  used. 

The  Holophane  Company  has  just  issued  a  very  at- 
tractive leaflet  covering,  its  new  enameled  reflectors,  in 
which  complete  data  is  given. 


NEW    WATTHOUR    METERS. 

The  Thomson  watthour  meters — Type  I-IO,  recently  de- 
veloped by  the  General  Electric  Company,  are  designed  for 
5  and  10-ampere,  100  to  120-volt,  2  wire  and  200  to  240-volt, 
2  and  3  wire,  40,  50,  60,  125  and  133-cycle  circuits. 


New    Thompson    Watthour    Meter — Casing    Closed 

Their  mechanical  and  electrical  design  represents  the 
most  advanced  stage  of  the  meter  art — the  former  insuring 
light  weight  and  compact  and  rugged  construction,  the  latter 
affording  great  accuracy  of  measurement  under  the  voltage, 
frequency,  wave  form  and  temperature  variations  ordinarily 


occurring  on  lighting  circuits,  and  also,  shielding  the  meter 
element  from  any  stray  fields  liable  to  be  encountered  in 
ordinary  practice. 

The  rotating  element  consists  of  a  small  aluminum 
disk  mounted  on  a  bronze  shaft.  The  lower  end  of  the  shaft 
carries  a  removable  steel  pivot,  the  upper  end  has  the  worm 
for  transmitting  the  motion  of  the  disk  to  the  registering 
mechanism.  The  upper  and  lower  bearings  are  carried  on 
an  aluminum  frame  casting,  which  also  supports  the  magnet 
and  registering  mechanism,  thereby  insuring  permanent  align- 
ment. The  upper  bearing  consists  of  a  steel  pin  fastened  to 
a  removable  brass  plug  and  extending  down  into  the  rotor 
shaft,  which  is  drilled  to  receive  the  same.  The  lower  bear- 
ing is  a  selected  Oriental  sapphire  mounted  in  the  top  of  the 


New    Thompson    Watthour    Meter — Casing    Opened 

brass  screw  and  resting  on  a  spring.  A  brass  collar  at  the 
top  of  the  jewel  screw  prevents  the  pivot  from  jumping  off 
the  jewel  surface  and  riding  on  the  top  edge  of  the  jewel  screw, 
in  case  of  extreme  short  circuits  or  other  violent  disturbance. 
The  pivot  is  made  of  highest  grade  piano  steel  hardened  and 
polished.  It  is  screwed  into  the  lower  end  of  the  shaft  so 
as  to  permit  of  its  being  readily  replaced  if  necessary. 

The  register  is  of  the  three-dial  type  reading  directly  in 
kilowatt-hours,  no  multiplying  constant  being  necessary.  One 
complete  revolution  of  the  most  rapidly  moving  pointer  regis- 
ters 10  kilowatt-hours,  therefore,  1000  kilowatt-hours  must  be 
registered  before  the  dials  repeat.  The  dial  face  is  of 
white  porcelain  having  a  dull  finish.  The  registering  mechan- 
ism is  of  such  construction  that  it  may  be  removed  for  reset- 
ting the  dials,  repairing  the  meter,  etc.,  and  be  replaced  with- 
out disturbing  the  mesh  of  the  train  of  gears. 

The  permanent  magnet  controlling  the  full  load  speed  of 
the  rotating  element  is  of  semi-circular  form  and  completely 
surrounds  the  register.  The  magnet  is  made  of  the  very  best 
magnet  steel  properly  aged  and  hardened  to  insure  absolute 
permanency.  It  is  so  assembled  on  the  frame  that  the  opening 
between  the  poles  is  brought  close  to  the  upper  surface  of  the 
aluminum  disk.  The  arrangements  for  regulating  the  full  load 
and  light  load  speeds  afford  great  refinement  in  adjustment. 
Creeping  on  potential  alone  is  entirely  prevented.  The  meters 
are  lagged  by  means  of  a  copper  punching,  which  acts  as  a 
short  circuited  secondary  for  the  flux  of  the  potential  coils, 
and  therefore,  the  meters  will  give  satisfactory  results  in  the 
measurement  of  inductive  as  well  as  non-inductive  loads. 

The  terminals  comprise  four  brass  binding  posts  located 
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in  a  separate  compartment  made  of  moulded  insulating  com- 
pound, and  fastened  to  a  projecting  part  of  the  meter  base. 
The  terminals  can  be  separately  sealed,  and  the  method  em- 
ployed for  fastening  the  meter  to  the  wall  effectually  prevents 
it  being  removed  for  the  purpose  of  tampering. 

For  convenience  in  testing  prior  to  installation,  a  testing 
loop  is  brought  out  through  the  frame  just  below  the  magnet. 
Any  number  of  meters  may  be  tested  in  series,  without  re- 
cording the  losses  in  the  potential  circuits,  by  connecting  the 
potential  coil  of  eacih  meter  to  the  source  of  potential  at 
some  point  before  the  line  wires  enter  the  meters. 

The  cover  is  drawn  from  zinc  alloy,  the  bottom  being 
threaded  to  fit  in  a  groove  in  the  meter  base  ,and  when 
screwed  firmly  into  place  makes  a  perfectly  dust-proof  joint. 
Suitable  means  are  provided  for  sealing  the  cover  as  well  as 
terminal  box. 


EXHIBIT   ON    STEAM    LAUNCH. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  and  novel  features  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Electrical  Association  Convention  at  Con- 
neaut  Lake,  Pennsylvania,  was  the  floating  exhibit  of  the 
Westinghouse  Electric  &  Manufacturing  Company.  This 
consisted   of  a   seventy-fcot  steam   launch. 


A    New    Idea    for    Commercial    Exhibits. 

A  complete  line  of  electrical  cooking  and  heating  de- 
vices were  displayed  on  the  boat.  Among  these  were  chaf- 
ing dishes,  toaster  stoves,  coffee  percolators,  electric  irons, 
radiators,  glue  pots,  heating  pads,  nursery  milk  warmer,  and 
a  dentist's  and  physician's  sterilizer. 


ELECTRIC     LOCOMOTIVES     FOR     THE     TERRE     HAUTE. 
INDIANAPOLIS    &    EASTERN    TRACTION    CO. 

Many  unique  features  are  incorporated  in  the  240  h.p.,  ,30- 
ton,  all-steel  electric  switching  locomotives  (see  Fig.  1),  de- 
signed and  built  by  the  Terre  Haute,  Indianapolis  &  East- 
ern Traction  Company  at  its  Indianapolis  shops. 


Fig.   1.     Electric   Locomotive   on   the   Terre   Haute, 
Indianapolis    &    Eastern    Traction    Co. 

HL  control  equipment  was  selected  for  the  locomotive 
because  of  its  ability  to  continuously  and  reliably  handle 
the  large  currents  incident  to  shifting  heavily  loaded  ■jars. 
With  switching  locomotives  there  are,  necessarily,  frequent 
applications  of  the  controller  to  the  first  and  second  notches; 


that  is,  there  is  almost  a  continuous  breaking  of  heavy  cur- 
rents. Because  of  this,  HL  control  is  preferable  to  the  K 
types  for  such  service.  A  further  advantage  of  HL  con- 
trol for  locomotive  work  is  that  the  controller  occupies  but 
little  space  in  the  usually  crowded  cab  and  leaves  plenty 
of  room  for  the  operator  to  step  about  and  look  out  on  all 
sides. 

The  switch  group  for  the  control  and  the  reverser  are 
mounted  under  one  of  the  sloping  hoods  at  one  end  of  the 
cab,  while  the  compressor  and  other  air  brake  details,  with 
the  exception  of  apparatus  that  must  be  available  for  manip- 
ulation, are  mounted  under  the  other.  The  grid  resistors  for 
the  control  are  mounted  underneath  the  car.  Small  incandes- 
cent lamps  for  illuminating  the  air  gauges  in  the  cab  are  in 
circuit  with  lamps  arranged  in  the  hoods.  This  arrange- 
ment facilitates  inspection  of  the  equipment. 


IMPROVED    STENCILS    FOR    THE    ELECTRIC    SIGN    PRO- 
JECTOR. 

An  entirely  new  electric  sign  as  often  as  you  desire  at 
the  nominal  cost  of  fifty  cents  gives  users  of  the  Electric 
Sign  Projector  an  opportunity  to  advertise  special  sales 
and  nev/  arrivals  in  an  economical  and  effective  manner 
right  at  the  store  front. 

The  sign  projector,  as  the  name  implies,  is  not  an  elec- 
tric sign  but  a  device  for  projecting  a  sign  from  the  win- 
dow onto  the  sidewalk  or  on  the  side  of  a  wall.  The  re- 
sult is  much  the  same  as  if  a  glass  covered  electric  sign 
were  imbedded  in  the  sidewalk. 

The  sign  is  produced  by  greatly  magnifying  a  small 
stencil.  To  improve  the  process  of  manufacturing  so  as  to 
turn  out  stencils  in  large  quantities  at  reduced  cost  was  the 
first  problem  that  presented  itself  to  the  manufacturers  after 
the  device  was  perfected.  This  problem  has  been  so  sat- 
isfactorily solved  that  stencils  may  now  be  procured  in  any 
quantity  on  short  notice  and  at  the  small  cost  of  fifty  cents 
each. 


NEW   CATALOGS. 

Duncan  Direct  Current  Watthour  Meter  is  the  title  of 
Bulletin  No.  20  just  published  by  the  Duncan  Electric  Manu- 
facturing Company  of  Lafayette,  Indiana.  The  book  is  neatly 
printed  and  covers  the  subject  thoroughly. 

Bulletins  Nos.  55  and  56  of  the  Richardson-Phoenix  Co.  have 
just  made  their  appearance  in  the  trade.  The  former  deals 
with  individual  oiling  and  filtering  systems,  while  the  latter 
discusses  fully  the  Economic  Elevator  Guide  Lubricator.  Both 
publications  are  interesting  and  profitable  reading  matter  in 
addition  to  their  value  as  catalogs. 

The  Westinghouse  Electric  &  Manufacturing  Co.  has 
just  issued  a  series  of  new  bulletins.  No,  1028  deals  in 
Westinghouse  rotary  converters  and  No.  1190  is  entitled 
Westinghouse  Engine  Driven  Alternating  Current  Generators 
Type  E.  Five  neatly  printed  folders  dealing  with 
Westinghouse  electric  tailor's  iron,  a.c.  switchboard  meters, 
d.c.  switchboard  meters,  watthour  meters,  tyj)©  OA,  and 
type  C  watthour  meters  are  also  making  their'  appearance 
among   the   trade.  } 


TRADE    NOTES. 

S.  Glen  Vinson,  vice-president  and  general  manager  of  the 
Ideal  Electric  and  Manufacturing  Company  of  Mansfield,  Ohio, 
has  been  visiting  the  Pacific  Coast  for  the  past  three  weeks 
with  a  view  to  establishing  a  branch  house  in  the  West. 

R.  B.  Elder,  vice-president  and  general  manager  of  the 
Machinery  and  Supply  Company,  has  resigned  his  position 
with  this  company  to  take  charge  of  the  branch  house  of  the 
Ideal  Electric  and  Manufacturing  Company  of  Mansfield, 
Ohio,  in  this  city.  Location  of  office  will  be  given  in  a  later 
issue  of  the  Journal. 
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FINANCIAL. 

OAKDALE,  CAL. — Sealed  bids  were  received  by  the 
clerk  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  up  to  September  18,  1911,  for 
the  purchase  of  $25,000  of  water  bonds  and  $12,000  of  sewer 
bonds. 

MORGAN  HILL,  CAL.— The  Morgan  Hill  municipal 
bonds  for  a  water  system  have  been  sold  to  the  Bank  of 
Morgan  Hill  for  $13,334.80.  They  are  bringing  a  premium  of 
$334.80. 

TACOMA,  WASH. — A  $10,000,000  mortgage  has  been  filed 
by  the  Tacoma  Gas  Company  with  the  county  auditor  in 
favor  of  the  Continental  Commercial  Trust  Company  and 
Savings  Bank  of  Chicago.  The  money  is  to  be  used  for  new 
improvements  and  an  extension  of  the  service. 

VALLBJO,  CAL. — There  will  be  a  bond  election  held 
late  next  month  or  early  in  November  on  the  question  of 
whether  or  not  an  issue  shall  be  made  providing  for  a  muni- 
cipal electric  light  plant  and  distributing  plant.  Also  for 
the  erection  of  a  city  hall  and  joint  county  jail;  $150,000  will 
be  voted  for  the  electric  light  system  and  $75,000  for  the 
city  hall  and  jail. 

ELKO,  NEV.— Mr.  Meyers,  the  representative  of  the 
Western  Assets  Company,  the  German  branch  of  the  Roth- 
childs,  says  that  the  town  of  Contact  has  a  bright  future. 
The  company  gets  a  25  per  cent  interest  in  all  the  claims 
in  the  Contact  district  and  in  return  will  erect  an  electric 
smelter  and  build  a  railroad  from  the  camp  to  the  main 
line  of  the  Southern  Pacific  railroad  at  Valley  Pass,  near 
Cobra.  They  will  put  in  a  big  dam  on  the  Little  Salmon 
River  and  install  a  power  plant  to  generate  electricity 
to  run  the  mines  and  smelter;  the  estimated  cost  of  the 
plant,  railroad,  smelter  and  dam,  being  about  $4,000,000. 


ILLUMINATION. 

BREMERTON,  WASH. — The  City  Council  has  granted  a 
franchise  to  Oroville  Randolph  and  others  of  Seattle  to 
construct  and  operate  a  gas  plant  in  Bremerton. 

SAN  DIEGO,  CAL. — The  gas  and  light  company  is  plan- 
ning to  lay  mains  and  supply  Ocean  Beach  with  gas  by  the 
middle  of  October. 

WALLA  WALLA,  WASH. — Mayor  Cropp  in  a  message  to 
the  municipal  council  of  this  city  favored  the  immediate  con- 
struction of  a  municipal  power  plant. 

SEATTLE,  WASH.— The  Lighting  Department  of  the  city 
will  erect  a  $9000  one  story  concrete  power  plant  at  1179 
Eastlake  avenue.  B.  H.  Graff,  601  American  Bank  Building, 
contractor. 

SAN  DIEGO,  CAL.— The  City  Heights  Improvement  As- 
sociation has  been  made  a  permanent  organization  and  Wal- 
ter Kirby  has  been  made  president.  It  has  b6en  decided  to 
immediately  install  an  electric  street  lighting  system.  Ar- 
rangements have  been  made  with  the  San  Diego  Gas  &  Elec- 
tric Company. 

AUBURN,  CAL.— J.  L.  Bryson,  owner  of  the  Rawhide 
mine  at  Towle  and  the  Home  Picket  mine  at  Last  Chance 
gives  out  the  information  that  the  deal  has  been  finally 
closed  whereby  the  Placer  Electric  Company,  recently  or- 
ganized has  become  half  owner  of  Bryson's  property, 
together  with  other  water  ditches  and  rights.  Bryson  says 
he  is  to  receive  $1,240,000  for  his  half  interest.  The  com- 
pany plans  to  put  in  a  big  power  plant  on  the  American 
River  near  here. 


SPOKANE,  WASH. — City  Engineer  McCartney  has  re- 
ceived plans  prepared  by  Architect  K.  K.  Cutter  for  lamp 
posts  on  the  Monroe  street  bridge.  The  plans  will  be  in- 
spected and  steps  taken  to  have  the  lamps  manufactured. 

KLAMATH  FALLS,  ORE.- -The  City  Council  has  passed 
an  ordinance  granting  to  the  W.  P.  Boardman  Company  a 
franchise  for  a  period  of  50  years  for  the  erection  and  main- 
tenance of  a  gas  plant  within  the  city  of  Klamath  Falls. 

SANTA  BARBARA,  CAL.— The  Board  of  Supervisors  will 
receive  sealed  bids  up  to  October  16,  for  the  purchase  of  a 
franchise  granting  the  right  to  construct,  and  for  a  period 
of  fifty  years  to  maintain  a  system  of  gas  pipes  under  and 
along  the  public  roads  and  highways  of  the  county. 

RIVERSIDE,  CAL.— The  Ornamental  Cement  Stone  Com- 
pany has  closed  a  contract  with  the  Panada  Development 
Company  to  make  70  concrete  lamps  to  be  used  at  the  new 
mission  town  of  Panada  in  Merced  County.  These  will  be 
old  mission  plan  and  cost  several  thousand  dollars. 

LIVERMORE,  CAL.— Officials  of  the  Pacific  Gas  &  Elec- 
tric Company  visited  this  city  last  week  to  plan  the  erection 
of  an  extensive  gas  manufacturing  plant  for  supplying  the 
product  to  Pleasanton  and  Livermore  for  light  and  heat. 
General  Superintendent  P.  C.  Funk  and  President  John  de 
Sabla  visited  Livermore  on  the  matter  and  held  a  number 
of  conferences.  The  plant  is  to  be  one  of  the  largest  in 
this  part  of  the  State. 

PORTERVILLE,  CAL.— With  a  cash  capital  of  $1,000.- 
000  and  with  headquarters  in  Porterville,  the  organization 
has  been  completed  of  the  Central  Counties  Gas  Company 
of  California,  the  consolidation  of  gas  plants  of  the  south- 
ern portion  of  the  valley,  which  will  furnish  illuminating  and 
fuel  gas  to  Terra  Bella,  Porterville,  Strathmore,  Lindsay, 
Exeter,  Visalia,  Tulare  and  probably  Lemoore  and  Han- 
ford.  Frank  Hugh  Hess,  the  organizer  and  manager  of  the 
Home  Gas  Company,  of  Porterville,  who  was  one  of  the 
promoters  of  the  consolidation  as  well,  has  been  elected 
president  and  general  manager  of  the  new  corporation. 
Bonds  will  be  issued  against  the  physical  valuation  of  the 
company  in  amount  sufficient  to  construct  high  pressure  gas 
lines,  which  will  be  necessary  to  cover  the  territory. 


INCORPORATIONS. 

SEATTLE,  WASH.— The  Sound  Electric  Company  of 
Seattle  has  been  incorporated  for  $10,000  by  E.  Ellsworth,  H. 
Schacht  and  Ed.  Ellsworth. 

ESCONDIDO,  CAL.— The  San  Diego  County  Mutual  Tel- 
ephone &  Telegraph  Company  is  the  name  of  a  new  tele- 
phone company  incorporated  here  for  $100,000. 

OLYMPIA,  WASH.— The  Twisp  Valley  Power  &  Irriga- 
tion Company  of  Twisp  has  been  incorporated  with  a  capital 
stock  of  $20,000  by  Harry  Burke  .".nd  C.  P.  Lohman. 

PORT  TOWNSEND,  WASH.— The  Olympic  Electric 
Railway  Company  has  been  incorporated  with  a  capital 
stock  of  $2,500,000.  The  road  is  to  be  completed  with  the 
funds  from  the  sale  of  $2,000,000  in  bonds. 

ALBANY,  ORE. — Articles  of  incorporation  of  The  Sweet 
Home  Water  Company  have  been  filed  in  the  county  clerk's 
office.  The  object  of  the  company  is  to  furnish  water  for 
domestic  and  other  purposes  to  the  citizens  of  Sweet  Home. 
The  capital  stock  of  the  company  is  $20,000.  The  incor- 
liorators  are  R.  Watkinds,  W.  A.  Malone,  A.  School  and  J 
Goings. 
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PORTLAND,  ORE. — The  Ewbank  Power  Transmission 
&  Motor  Company,  with  a  capital  of  $250,000,  has  been  in- 
corporated "nd  articles  filed.  This  concern  is  to  equip 
and  construct  electric  street  car  lines  and  develop  and  fur- 
nish power.  H.  Ewbank,  Jr.,  H.  B.  Ewbank,  Sr.,  and  G. 
Staples  are  the  incorporators.  The  principal  place  of  busi- 
ness is  Portland 


TELEPHONE  AND  TELEGRAPH. 

SUSANVILLE,  CAL. — The  Johnstonville  Telephone  Com- 
pany has  been  granted  a  franchise  to  erect  and  maintain  a 
telephone  system  for  a  period  of  five  years. 

NAPA,  CAL. — The  Monticello  people  with  the  co-opera- 
tion of  the  Cappell  and  Wooden  Valley  residents  and  the 
business  men  of  Napa,  are  contemplating  putting  in  a 
direct  phone  line  between  their  town  and  this  city. 

PETALUMA,  CAL. — W.  D.  Thomas,  the  electrician,  has 
been  awarded  the  contract  to  build  the  telephone  line  for 
the  Gugielmetti  Telephone  Company  to  Cotati.  The  line 
will  commence  at  the  J.  D.  Ellis  ranch  and  extend  to  the 
Jarvis  ranch  at  Cotati. 

RED  BLTJFP,  CAL. — The  Tehama  County  Telephone  Com- 
pany has  ordered  two  carloads  of  poles  to  be  used  in  erect- 
ing the  farmers  lines.  More  poles  will  be  ordered  as  soon 
as  the  number  needed  can  be  estimated.  These  lines  will 
connect  with  the  central  stations  at  Red  Bluff  and  Corning. 

LOS  ANGELES,  CAL.— Conclusion  of  negotiations  are 
announced  whereby  another  independent  telephone  company 
has  been  added.  This  latest  connection  was  made  at  San 
Fernando,  and  over  three  hundred  subscribers  in  that  town 
and  its  surrounding  territory  are  given  the  benefit  of  the 
Pacific  long  distance  service.  Likewise  all  subscribers  of 
the  Bell  company  now  have  direct  communication  with 
every  telephone  working  out  of  the  San  Fernando  exchange. 
The  connection  is  similar  to  that  put  into  effect  August 
1  with  the  Home  Telephone  Company  of  Covina,  operating 
at  Covina,  Azusa,  Glendora,  Puente,  Bassett,  Rowland,  Irwin- 
dale  Charter  Oak  and  Baldwin  Park. 


TRANSMISSION. 

WEAVER\aLLE,  CAL.— The  Board  of  Supervisors  has 
granted  permission  to  the  Trinity  Dredging  Company  for  a 
franchise  for  an  electric  transmission  line  for  a  period  of 
fifty  years  over  highways  and  bridges. 

SAN  BERNARDINO,  CAL.— The  Boara  of  Supervisors 
has  passed  an  ordinance  granting  to  the  Pacific  Light  & 
Power  Corporation  a  franchise  for  a  period  of  50  years,  to  op- 
erate and  maintain  an  electric  pole  and  wire  system  upon 
all  public  roads  and  highways  of  the  county,  outside  of 
incorporated   cities. 

LOS  ANGELES,  CAL.— F.  A.  Raney,  vice-president  of 
the  Riverbank  department  of  Guy  M.  Rush  Company,  has 
just  returned  from  Riverbank  and  states  that  contracts 
have  been  let  and  arrangements  are  being  completed  for  the 
installation  of  transformers  and  sub-stations  to  furnish  light 
and  power  to   that   section. 

SUSANVILLE,  CAL.— The  Board  of  Trustees  has  passed 
an  ordinance  granting  a  franchise  to  erect,  construct  and 
maintain  poles  and  wires  for  the  transmission  of  electricity 
for  heat,  power  and  light  under  or  upon  the  highways  with- 
in the  corporations  of  Susanville  for  the  purpose  of  conduct- 
ing a  general  power  and  lighting  business  within  the  town. 

BLAINE,  WASH.— The  British  Columbia  Electric  Rail- 
way Company,  headquarters  at  Vancouver,  B.  C,  has  secured 
an  acre  site  on  the  international  boundary  line  for.  the 
establishment  of  a  large  concrete  electric  station  to  furnish 
electrical  energy  to  this  city.  J.  Edward  Waller,  the  London 
civil  engineer,  has  reported  favorably  on  the  project  and 
contracts  are  being  arranged. 


SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL. — The  Chamber  of  Commerce  of 
San  Francisco  is  in  receipt  of  a  circular  proposal  from  the 
Isthmian  Canal  Commission,  calling  for  bids  to  furnish  a 
plant  and  materials  for  a  hydroelectric  station  at  Gatun. 
Sealed  bids  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the  general  pur- 
chasing officer  of  the  Isthmian  Canal  Commission,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,  not  later  than  10:30  a.  m.  on  October  9.  Fur- 
ther information  can  be  obtained  at  the  office  of  the  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce  of  San  Francisco,  Merchants'  Exchange 
building. 


TRANSPORTATION. 

LOS  ANGELES,  CAL. — The  Board  of  Supervisors  has 
sold  a  franchise  to  the  Pacific  Electric  Company  for  certain 
roads  in  the  Yerba  &  Paige  tract,  at  the  usual  bid  of  $100. 

NORTH  YAKIMA,  WASH.— Pinner  &  Griffith,  810  E. 
Yakima  ave.,  this  place,  have  secured  the  contract  for  erect- 
ing the  plant  of  the  Pacific  Power  &  Light  Company  at  this 
place,  at  $23,400. 

SEATTLE,  WASH. — W.  H.  Coughlin,  American  Bank 
building,  has  been  granted  a  permit  by  the  Board  of  Public 
Works  for  the  clearing  and  grading  of  right  of  way  for  the 
Lake  Burien  and  Oxbow  electric  railways. 

GOLDENDALE,  WASH.— The  Pacific  Light  &  Power 
Company  has  been  granted  a  franchise  by  the  county  com- 
missioners to  construct  a  power  line  from  this  place  to  Cen- 
terville,  a  distance  of  seven  miles,  to  cost  $7000. 

MONROVIA,  CAL.— A  committee  from  the  Board  of 
Trade,  consisting  of  W.  H.  Evans  and  Thomas  Bynum,  has 
called  on  Messrs.  Shoup  and  McMillan,  officials  of  the  Pacific 
Electric  Company,  in  regards  to  an  electric  line  for  this  city. 

NATIONAL  CITY,  CAL.— Work  will  soon  start  on  the 
relaying  of  the  track  of  the  electric  division  of  the  San 
Diego  Southern  Railway,  between  National  City  and  San 
Diego.  New  ties  will  be  put  in  and  all  the  old  light  rails 
will  be  replaced  with  new  65-pound  steel  rails. 

SEATTLE,  WASH.— The  Hofius  Steel  &  Equipment  Com- 
ing steel  rails  sufficient  for  10  miles  of  trackage  on  the 
proposed  Seattle-Tacoma  short  line,  the  general  contract 
for  which  has  been  secured  by  the  Homer  Crosby  Construc- 
tion Company.  Construction  work  on  the  railway  will  begin 
as  soon  as  the  steel  is  delivered. 

SAN  JOSE,  CAL. — C.  P.  Anderson  made  application  re- 
cently to  the  Supervisors  for  a  franchise  to  build  a  railroad 
between  this  city  and  Almaden.  The  bidders  want  to  run  a 
double  track  line  with  steam,  electric  or  gas  cars  or  all.  The 
proposed  railroad  will  be  built,  it  is  announced,  at  a  cost 
in  the  neighborhood  of  half  a  million  dollars.  The  project 
has  been  financed  and  the  preliminary  surveys  already  made, 
according  to  Anderson's  statement  through  his  attorneys 
to  the  board. 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL. — The  Supervisors  have  passed 
the  bill  authorizing  the  Board  of  Public  Works  to  purchase 
40  acres  for  the  Geary  street  municipal  railway,  the  entire 
cost  not  to  exceed  $350,000.  The  board  also  authorized 
the  payment  of  $6900  to  Eccles  &  Smith  for  60,000  tie  plates 
furnished  for  the  Geary  street  railroad.  The  board  laid 
over  until  a  later  date  the  matter  of  approving  the  "loop 
terminal"  for  the  Geary  road,  recommended  by  Public 
Works    Commissioner    Laumeister. 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL.— Judge  Seawell  has  handed 
down  a  decision  In  the  suit  of  Daniel  S.  O'Brien  against  the 
Sutter  Street  Railway  Company,  holding  that  the  company 
was  illegally  operating  horse  cars  in  Market  street.  Judge 
Seawell  maintains  that  the  company  forfeited  its  Market 
street  franchise  when  it  stopped  its  cars  at  Sutter,  in  place 
of  running  the  cars  out  to  the  end  of  the  line.  The  suit 
was  brought  to  test  the  right  of  the  company  to  operate 
the  cars  from  Sutter  street  to  the  ferry. 
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THE  COLONIAL  LABEL 

is  only  a  small  bit  of  blue  paper  attached  to  the  bulb  of  a 
Colonial  Lamp;  but,  it  is  the  visible  and  outward  sign  of 
Colonial  Quality.  Colonial  Quality  is  incorporated  into 
every  detail  of  the  manufacture  of  Colonial  Lamps,  it  proves 
itself  by  the  lamp's  performance,  it  demonstrates  its  value 
in  every  detail.  The  blue  Colonial  Label  guarantees  the 
lamp  it  is  attached  to  for  superior  Colonial  Quality  and 
for  maximum  service. 

The  following  Western  Concerns  are  distributors  of  Colonial  lamps. 
Place  your  next  order  with  the  nearest  concern. 

Colonial  Electrical  Agency  Co.,  San  Francisco  Kendrick  Elec.  Co.,  Seattle,  Wash. 

Davis  Electric  Co.,  Santa  Cruz,  Cal.  Moise-Klinkner  Co.,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

Fobes  Supply  Co.,  Portland,  Ore.  Z.  L.  Parmelee  Co.  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 

Fobes  Supply  Co.,  Seattle,  Wash.  J.  L.  Vaughan,  Pendleton,  Ore. 

Woodill  &  Hulse  Elec.  Co.,  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 

The  Colonial  Electric  Company 

Manufacturers  of  Incandescent  Lamps 

WARREN,  OHIO 
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Talk  No.  2 

Our  experience  in  Lamp  ^manufacture  warrants  a  depend- 
able "Brilliant"  Mazda   lamp    with    a  rugged   drawn    wire 
filament. 
Good  lamps  are  not  a  luxury  —  they're  an  investment. 

To  serve  promptly  and  correctly  are  our  first  considerations 
in  handling  orders.     To  please  is  our  constant  endeavor. 


CLEVELAND  -MADE 
Sixth  City 


ELECTRIC  LAMPS 
All  Classes 


Get  our  Contract  Proposition  Write,  wire,  'phone. 

If  you  want  lamps  plus  service  ask  our 
Representative  to  call  —  anywhere. 
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EVAPORATIVE  TESTS  ON  A  WATER  TUBE  BOILER 


BY  R.   F.   CHEVALIER. 


Evaporative    tests    were    made    by    the    writer   in  results  of  these  tests  indicated  a  general  performance 

January  anrl  March,  1911,  on  one  of  the  boilers  in  the  of  such   a   high   degree   of  excellence   that   it   seemed 

Southern   Pacific  Company's  Fruitvale  power  station,  advisable  to  secure  their  confirmation  through  a  sec- 

Fruitvale,  California.    This  station  has  twelve  645  h.p.  ond  test  carried  out  under  the  supervision  of  a  com- 


Feed" 


Fig.    1.     Section    of    645    H.P.    Parker    Boiler    Showing    Circulation   of  W'ater  and   Steam. 


water    tube    boilers    arranged    in    batteries    with    two 
boilers  to  the  battery. 

The  object  of  these  tests  was  to  determine  the 
efficiency  of  the  boiler  when  operating  at  its  normal 
rating.  The  test  of  January  5th  was  made  to  fulfill  a 
guarantee   clause    in    the   contract   of   purchase.     The 


mittee  of  engineers.  To  this  end  the  services  of  Pro- 
fessor W.  F.  Durand  were  secured  and,  on  March 
18th.  another  test  was  made  with  Professor  Durand, 
W.  C.  Miller,  engineer  of  power  stations  for  the 
Southern  Pacific  Company,  and  the  writer,  acting  as 
a   committee.     The   results   of  this   latter  test   served 
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conclusively  to  confirm  those  of  the  earlier  test  and 
also  to  show  that  such  performance  could  be  repeated 
after  a  considerable  period  of  operation. 

The  boiler  tested  is  designated  as  boiler  No.  2 
in  the  above  named  power  station.  It  is  a  Parker 
water  tube  boiler  rated  by  the  builders  at  645  h.p. 
and  designated  as  a  compound  3  pass  type;  2  wide 
lower  elements  and  4  wide  intermediate.  The  boiler 
is  20  tubes  wide  and  14  tubes  high.  The  tubes  are  4 
inches  in  diameter  and  20  feet  long.  There  are  2 
drums  54  inches  in  diameter  and  22  feet  long.  These 
are  used  for  storing  steam  and  water.  There  is  one 
superheated  steam  drum  18  inches  in  diameter  and  20 
feet  long.    The  steam  and  water  drums  shown  in  Fig. 


return  or  arxti-priming  valve.  Its  function  is  to  allow 
the  water  discharged  into  the  upper  compartment  to 
enter  the  lower  compartment  of  the  drum  but  to  pre- 
vent the  return  of  water  to  the  former.  The  upper 
section  in  the  drum  is  known  as  the  steam  space,  the 
lower  as  the  water  space.  The  bottom  of  the  drum 
below  the  level  of  the  nipples  leading  to  the  elements 
forms  the  sediment  pan  or  mud  drum.  An  inverted 
angle  iron  with  closed  ends  is  placed  over  the  blowofif 
opening,  thus  making  the  blowoff  effective  over  con- 
siderable area. 

The  tubes  are  divided  into  three  banks,  each  bank 
forming  a  pass.  The  upper  bank  is  known  as  the  feed 
element  and  acts  as  an  economizer,  through  which  the 


Pig.  2.     Section  of  Steam  and  Water  Drum  Showing   Diaphragm. 


Fig.   3.     One  of  the  Evaporating  Elements  in  First  Pass. 


2,  are  divided  by  a  diaphragm  of  %  inch  steel  plate 
riveted  to  the  shell.  This  diaphragm  extends  from  the 
rear  head  to  within  a  short  distance  of  the  front  head 
where  it  terminates,  and  to  this  end,  and  to  the  lower 
part  of  the  drum,  is  riveted  a  vertical  steel  plate  form- 
ing the  diaphragm  head.     Thus  is  formed  a  pocket  at 


feed  water  must  pass  before  entering  the  drums.  The 
intermediate  and  lov/er  banks  are  termed  steaming 
elements.  The  bank  of  tubes  comprising  the  econo- 
mizer is  20  tubes  wide  by  4  tubes  high,  and  is  in  the 
third  pass  of  the  gases.  This  bank  is  divided  into 
two  elements  10  tubes  wide  by  4  high.     Each  of  these 


Fig.  4.     Section  of  Junction  Box. 

the  front  to  collect  the  scale  discharged  from  the  tubes, 
the  drum  being  thereby  divided  into  two  separate 
chambers.  In  the  diaphragm  head  is  a  manhole  to 
which  a  cover  is  hinged  on  the  inside  and  when  closed 
makes  a  water  tight  joint.  The  pivot  on  which  this 
cover  swings  is  at  the  top  of  the  manhole,  and  the 
weight  of  the  door  keeps  it  closed  when  in  normal  con- 
dition.    This  swinging  manhole  plate  acts  as  a  non- 


Pig.  B.    Non-return  or  Check  Valve. 

elements  discharges  into  the  drum  over  them.  The 
feed  water  enters  the  front  end  of  the  first  tube  in 
the  elements,  which  are  the  upper  wing  tubes.  At  the 
rear  of  each  of  these  tubes  a  connection,  by  means 
of  an  extended  nipple,  is  made  between  the  junction 
box  and  the  respective  drums.  In  this  junction  box 
is  placed  a  non-return  valve  which  prevents  the  feed 
from   going  the   wrong  way   and   entering  the   drum 
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through  the  inlet  connection.  The  flow  in  the  econo- 
mizer elements  is  forward  and  backward  alternately 
through  the  tubes  in  the  top  row;  then,  down  to  the 


C-/ndica-6es  Check  ValwSj  U-indtcaisJ  Upcast. 

Fig.    6.     Diagramatic    Arrangement    of    Elements 
ShO"n^ing  Circulation   of  Water. 

next  row  and  so  on,  finally  discharging  through  two 
vertical  upcasts  into  the  rear  head  of  the  drum  above 


the  diaphragm.  The  water  then  flows  along  the  dia- 
phragm into  the  front  pocket,  though  the  swinging 
manhole  into  the  lower  or  water  chamber  of  the  drum, 
from  whence  it  flows  by  gravity  to  the  steaming  ele- 
ments. If  the  feed  is  shut  oflf,  the  drum  connection 
furnishes  the  economizer  elements  with  water. 

The  intermediate  bank  of  tubes  is  in  the  second 
pass  of  the  gases  and  is  composed  of  5  elements  4 
tubes  wide  and  4  tubes  high.  The  water  from  the 
drum  enters  these  elements  on  the  upper  or  induction 
end  through  a  downcast  tube  which  is  expanded  in  an 
inlet  box  which  supplies  two  elements.  Each  element 
has  a  non-return  valve  in  the  inlet  box  which  prevents 
the  reversal  of  the  flow  of  water.  The  water  in  these 
elements  passes  4  times  across,  thence  down  to  the 
next  row  and  so  on  through  the  remaining  tubes  to 
the  lower  end  of  each  element  which  is  connected 
tq  the  steam  chamber  by  an  independent  upcast  which 
discharges  into  the  steam  space  of  the  drum. 

The  lower  bank  of  tubes  consists  of  ten  elements. 
Fig.  3,  2  tubes  wide  and  6  high.  The  tubes  in  these 
elements,  with  the  exception  of  the  lower  row  which 
are  in  the  furnace,  form  the  first  pass.  The  upper  end 
of  the  elements  are  connected  to  the  drums  by  means 
of  down  cast  tubes  and  inlet  boxes  in  the  same  manner 
as  before  mentioned.  The  water  entering  these  ele- 
ments passes  across  two  tubes,  thence  down  and  across 
two  tubes  and  so  on  to  the  last  tube  from  whence  it 
is  discharged  into  the  drum  through  an  independent 
vertical  upcast,  connected  to  the  lower  end  of  each 
element.  The  elements  are  formed  by  expanding  the 
tubes  into  junction  boxes  which  hold  two  tube  ends 
with  a  hand  hole  opening  opposite  each.  The  junction 
boxes.  Fig.  4,  have  circular  handholes,  the  covers  of 
which  are  ground  to  the  seat  metal  to  metal,  and,  as 
the  joints  are  made  from  the  inside,  the  covers  are 
held  in  place  by  the  pressure. 


JnnJB-tnJl  Jriglrgi  inntnri 
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Fig.    7.     Plan    .Sliowing   Arrangement   of   Boiler   and 
Location  of  Test  Boiler. 
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The  non-return  valves,  shown  in  Fig.  5,  are  fitted 
into  the  tube  ends  and  are  held  in  place  by  a  loose  pin 
which  forms  a  positive  stop  when  the  handhole  is 
closed.  The  valve  is  loosely  hinged,  has  plenty  of 
clearance  and  can  be  removed  through  the  handhole 
for  cleaning. 


of  this  station.    The  general  arrangement  of  the  boilers 
is  shown  in  Fig.  7. 


Superheater    Unit. 


The  steam  is  taken  from  the  top  of  the  drums  by 
5  inch  tubes,  one  from  each  drum,  to  the  bottom  super- 
heater header  and  after  passing  through  the  super- 
heater tubes,  (of  which  there  are  32  loops  with  tubes 
1^  inches  in  diameter,  bent  in  a  U  shape)  passes 
into  another  header  and  is  discharged  through  two  5 
inch  tubes  into  the  superheater  drum.  The  superheat- 
ers. Fig.  8,  are  located  at  the  rear  of  the  furnace  below 
the  lower  row  of  tubes.  The  heated  gases  of  combus- 
tion come  in  contact  with  the  superheater  heating 
surface  at  a  high  temperature,  as  only  a  small  per- 
centage of  the  heating  surface  of  the  boiler  has  been 
passed  over  by  them  before  reaching  the  superheater. 
The  superheater  tubes  are  automatically  flooded  when 
the  fires  are  extinguished  and  while  raising  steam 
from  condensation  in  the  superheater  drums.  The 
circulation  and  diagramatic  arrangement  of  the  ele- 
ments are  illustrated  in  Figs.  1  and  8. 

Twelve  of  these  boilers,  arranged  in  6  batteries, 
2  boilers  to  the  battery,  comprise  the  entire  boiler  plant 


Fig.    9.      Details    of    Oil    Burner. 

Furnace. 

The  furnace  is  of  the  ordinary  type,  with  grate 
bars  such  as  used  for  burning  coal,  the  bridge  wall 
being  removed.  The  furnace  is  10  feet  wide  by  16 
feet  8  inches  long,  with  an  average  height  of  4  feet 
between  the  tubes  and  the  furnace  floor,  making  a  vol- 
ume of  666  cubic  feet.  Three  burners,  equally  spaced 
across  the  width  and  with  the  tips  extending  2  inches 
into  the  furnace  enter  through  the  boiler  front.  In 
front   of  each  burner   a   rectangular  space,   37  inches 


Fig.  10.     Arrangement  o(  Air  Spaces  and  Grate  Bars    in  Furnace  and  Dividing  "Walls   in  Ash   Pit. 
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wide  by  42  inches  long,  was  left  on  the  grate  bars. 
In  these  spaces  were  placed  soap  fire-brick,  laid  in 
loosely  and  arranged  so  as  to  allow  the  admission  of  air 
for  combustion  through  small  openings  running  cross- 
wise to  the  direction  of  the  flame.  A  large  rectangular 
opening  was  left  beneath  each  burner.  The  ash  pit  is 
subdivided  into  three  compartments,  each  of  which 
supplies  air  to  the  individual  setting  for  each  of  the 
burners.     For  arrangement  and  details  see  Fig.  10. 

Burners. 

An  internal  mixing  type  of  burner,  manufactured 
by  P.  J.  Owens,  was  used.  This  burner  is  divided  into 
two  channels,  the  upper  one  containing  the  oil  and 
the  lower  the  steam.  A  plate  having  a  nvmiber  of 
small  perforations  is  fixed  to  the  end  of  these  channels, 
the  larger  number  or  greater  area  of  perforations  being 
on  the  bottom  where  the  steam  passes  through.  The 
oil  and  steam,  after  passing  through  these  perforations, 
enter  a  hollow  tube  or  pipe  which  is  used  as  a  mixing 
chamber  and  at  the  end  of  which  is  a  tip  with  a  slot 
whereby  the  mixed  oil  and  steam  pass  into  the  fur- 
nace in  a  fan  shaped  flame.    For  details  see  Fig.  9. 

Water  Heating  Surface  of  the  Boiler. 
The  heating  surface  was  determined  by  actual 
measurement.  All  surfaces  of  the  boiler  in  contact 
with  water  on  one  side  and  flame  and  hot  gases  on  the 
other  are  taken  into  consideration  and  are  tabulated 
below: 

Tubes      -1    in.    diameter,    circumference  =  12. .566    in.  ^  1.0472    ft. 

Tubes    IS    ft.    long-^lS  X  1.0472  =  1S.S5   sq.   ft.   of  H.  S. 

Tubes    20    ft.    long  =  20  X  1-0472  =20.94   sq.   ft.   of  H.   S. 

HEATING  SURFACE  BOTTOM  ROW  OF  TUBES. 

20  tubes  with  IS  ft.  of  length  ex- 
posed to  gases  =z:  IS. 85  X     20=    377.00  sq.  ft.  ^  6.20%  of  total 

HEATING   SURFACE    1ST.  PASS. 

100  tubes  with  20  ft.  of  length  ex- 
posed to  gases  =  20.94  X  100^2094.00  sq.  ft.  =  34.5%  of  total 

HEATING    SURFACE    2D    PASS. 

SO  tubes  with  20  ft.  of  length  ex- 

p.'.tpl   to   gnses^  20.94  X     80^1675.20   sq.   ft.  =  27.5%  of  total 


HEATING    SURFACE    3D    PASS. 

SO  tubes  with  20  ft.  of  length  ex- 
posed to  gases  =:  20.94  X     80  =  1675.20  sq.  ft:  ^27.5%  of  total 

DRUMS. 

2  drums  54  in.  diameter,  IS ',2  ft. 
of  length  exposed  to  gases 
Circumference  =:  14.1  ft.  i<.  of 
circum.    7   f  t.  =:  7  X  18.5  X  2^    259.00   sq.   ft.  ^    4.3%   of  total 


Total    60S0.40   sq.   ft. 

Superheating  Surface. 

The  superheating  surface  was  determined  by 
measurement.  The  actual  surface  exposed  to  the  gases 
on  one  side  and  steam  on  the  other  were  measured. 
On  the  test  of  January  5th,  there  were  40  loops  in  the 
superheater;  the  exposed  heating  surface  was  134.4 
sq.  ft.  During  the  interval  between  this  test  and  the 
one  of  March  18th  the  superheating  surface  was  re- 
duced by  the  removal  of  8  loops,  the  remaining  Z2 
loops  having  a  total  of  107.4  sq.  ft.  of  heating  surface. 

Rating  of  the  Boiler. 

The  builders'  rating  of  the  boiler  is  645  h.p.  On 
this  rating  is  based  the  percentage  of  overload.  The 
rate  of  evaporation  per  sq.  ft.  of  heating  surface  is 
based  on  the  measurements  as  tabulated  above. 

Quality  of  Steam. 

The  steam  is  superheated.     Observations  of    the 

temperature  of  the  superheated  steam  were  taken  with 

a  standardized  thermometer  placed  in  a  well  located  in 

the  outlet  from  the  boiler.     The  location  of  the  well 

'is  shown  in  Fig.  11. 

Apparatus  for  Handling  and  Weighing  the  Feed 
Water. 

This  consisted  of  2  pairs  of  platform  scales  placed 
upon  a  staging.  On  these  scales  tanks  were  placed  for 
weighing  the  water.  The  water,  after  being  weighed, 
was  emptied  into  a  receiving  tank  beneath,  from  which 
it  was  delivered  to  the  boiler  by  a  special  pump.     .\ 


'St/perhsa\tef   Thermometer  Well- 
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Fig.     11.      Location    of    Thermometers    for    Reading    Temperature    of    Superheated    Steam. 
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hook  gauge  was  placed  in  the  receiving  tank  and  at 
the  beginning  of  the  test  the  tank  was  filled  so  that 
the  point  of  the  hook  just  broke  the  surface  of  the 
water.  This  level  was  maintained  at  the  end  of  each 
hour.  The  water  in  the  boiler  was  maintained  as 
near  a  level  as  consistent  during  the  test.  The  outlets 
from  the  blowoffs  were  disconnected  and  blanked. 
The  outlets  from  the  water  column  and  gauge  glasses 
wei-e  carefully  watched  and  no  leakage  occurred  from 
either.  At  the  end  of  each  hour  the  actual  amount  of 
water  was  checked.  The  scales  were  standardized  by 
representatives  of  the  manufacturer. 
Apparatus  for  Handling  and  Weighing  the  Fuel  Oil. 

This  consisted  of  a  standardized  platform  scale 
placed  upon  the  same  staging  with  those  for  weighing 
the  water.  Upon  this  scale  was  placed  a  tank  into  which 
the  oil  was  pumped  as  required.  From  this  tank  the 
oil,  after  being  weighed,  was  run  by  gravity  into  a 
receiving  tank  beneath,  from  which  it  was  taken  by 
a  pump,  passed  through  a  heater  and  thence  to  the 
burners.  This  oil  pump  was  fitted  with  a  governor 
and  an  automatic  relief  valve.  By  these  means  a  con- 
stant pressure  was  maintained  in  the  oil  line  to  the 
burners.  The  discharge  from  the  relief  valve  led  back 
to  the  tank  from  which  the  supply  to  the  pump  was 
taken.  As  the  oil  was  emptied  from  the  weighing 
tank,  a  small  sample  was  collected,  this  operation  oc- 
curring four  times  an  hour.  The  samples  collected  rep- 
resent a  fair  average  of  the  quality  of  oil  used  during 
the  test. 

Heat  Value  and  Characteristics  of  the  Fuel. 

At  the  completion  of  the  test  of  January  5th  the 

.  Steo/n  to  Surn.sJ'S^ 


samples  of  oil  collected  were  thoroughly  mixed  and 
divided  into  four  portions.  These  were  placed  in  small 
containers  made  of  tin  and  sealed.  One  sample 
was  delivered  to  the  Southerri  Pacific  Company, 
whose  chemist  made  an  analysis.  One  sample  was 
used  by  the  writer  for  analysis  and  the  other  two  are 
in  the  writer's  possession  to  be  used  for  future  ref- 
erence if  necessary.  The  results  of  the  analysis  by 
the  Southern  Pacific  Company's  chemist  showed  a 
lower  heat  value  than  that  determined  by  the  writer. 
For  the  test  of  March  18th,  a  sample  was  sent  to  Pro- 
fessor Edmund  O'Neil,  Dean  of  the  Department  of 
Chemistry  of  the  University  of  California,  Berkeley, 
for  determining  the  heat  value  and  water  contained  in 
the  oil.  As  the  writer's  results  were  confirmed  by 
those  of  Pi'ofessor  O'Neil  the  former  only  are  given  in 
detail'  in  the  present  report.  The  writer's  heat  values 
were  determined  with  a  Parr  calorimeter.  Two  de- 
terminations were  made  on  each  sample  and  the  re- 
sults averaged.  The  water  contained  in  the  oil  was  de- 
termined by  distillation.  The  gravity  was  taken  with 
a  Westphal  balance. 

Steam  to  Burners. 

This  was  superheated  steam  taken  through  an 
auxiliary  valve  on  the  nozzle  attached  to  the  super- 
heater drum.  The  steam  to  the  burner  was  measured 
during  the  test  of  March  18th.  The  method  used  for 
measuring  this   steam   was   as   follows : 

A  diaphragm  with  an  orifice  .5  of  an  inch  in  area 
was  placed  in  the  steam  line.  On  either  side  of  this 
diaphragm  holes  were  drilled  and  tapped  for  J4  inch 
pipe.     These  pipes  were  connected  to  both  legs  of  a 


Fig.  12.     Arrangement  ot  Air  Space.s  and  Grate  Bars    in    l''urnace  and  Dividing  Walls  in  Ash  Pit. 
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/ferci/iy    ThefmomefB 


Pyr-omefens   for  measuring 
Temperaiore  of  escaping  gases 


Drafi-  Readings  after  Damper. 

Damper 

Drafi-  Peadings  hefore  Damper. 


Fig.  13.     Location  of  Pyrimeters  for  Taking  Temperatures   of   Escaping   Gases.      Draft    Readings   Above   and      Below    Damper. 


manometer  filled  with  mercury.  In  the  steam  pipe, 
ahead  of  the  diaphragm,  was  placed  a  pressure  gauge 
and  beyond  the  diaphragm  a  thermometer  was  inserted 
to  determine  the  temperature  of  the  steam.  The  ar- 
rangement of  this  apparatus  is  shown  in  Fig.  12. 
After  the  test  the  orifice  was  calibrated  by  passing 
steam  through  under  a  series  of  noted  conditions,  the 
amount  of  such  steam  being  determined  by  condensa- 
tion and  weighing.  A  tabulation  of  the  principal  re- 
sults is  given,  also  curves  plotted  from  the  data  ob- 
tained. For  these  curves  see  Plates  9,  10  and  11. 
General  Plan  of  Tes:  With  Precautions  Used. 

All  the  thermometers  and  gauges  used  in  the  tests 
were  calibrated  and  proper  corrections  made  in  the 
final  computations.  The  boiler  gauge  was  standard- 
ized with  a  dead  weight  tester.  The  scales  for  weigh- 
mg  the  water  and  the  oil  were  standardized  before 
each  test  by  representatives  of  the  manufacturer. 

To  determine  the  amount  of  air  entering  the  fur- 
nace, analysis  of  the  gases  of  combustion  for  carbon 
dioxide  were  made  by  the  use  of  the  standard  form  of 
Orsat  apparatus.  Samples  were  taken  where  the  gases 
leave  the  first  pass  and  enter  the  second.  The  sam- 
pling tube  was  inserted  at  "L,"  the  location  of  which 
is  shown  in  Fig.  14. 

The  following  observations  were  taken  every  15 
minutes.  Steam,  oil  and  draft  pressures;  tempera- 
tures of  the  superheated  steam,  steam  to  burners,  feed 
water,  fuel  oil,  boiler  room,  air  entering  ash  pit  and 
escaping  gases.  The  temperature  of  the  furnace  and 
that  of  the  gases  passing  through  the  boiler,  were 
taken  every  10  minutes. 


r 


384-°  \iM^aiA 


Fig.  14.     Location  of  Holes  for  Securing  Gas  Samples, 
Temperature    and    Draft    Data. 

For  determining  the  furnace  temperature,  a  Fery's 
radiation  pyrometer  was  used.  The  temperature  of 
the  gases  through  the  boiler  was  taken  with  a  Bristol 
electric  pyrometer.  Several  couples  were  used,  located 
at  points  where  the  'gases  left  one  pass  to  enter  an- 
other. The  location  of  these  couples  are  shown  in 
Fig.  14. 

(To  be  continued.) 
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NORTHWEST  ELECTRIC  LIGHT  &  POWER 
ASSOCIATION    CONVENTION. 

The  fourth  annual  convention  of  the  Northwest 
Electric  Light  &  Power  Association  was  held  in  the 
"Hall  of  Doges"  at  Spokane,  Washington,  on  Septem- 
ber 21,  22  and  23.  Both  in  point  of  attendance  and  in 
value  of  the  proceedings  it  was  generally  conceded 
to  have  been  the  most  successful  convention  yet  held. 
Aside  from  reading  the  several  papers  which  will  be 
published  in  subsequent  issues,  the  most  important 
business  transacted  was  the  unanimous  decision  to 
affiliate  with  the  National  Electric  Light  Associa- 
tion. 


Norwood   W.    Brockett,    Secy.  Jas.    B.    Davidson.    Pres. 

Newly  Elected  Officers  of  the  Northwest  Light  and 

Power    Association. 

This  decision  was  in  a  large  measure  due  to  the 
vigorous  personality  and  persuasive  eloquence  of  T. 
C.  Martin,  executive  secretary  for  the  National  Light 
Association  who  was  in  constant  attendance  at  all 
meetings.  . 

The  newly  elected  officers  for  the  ensuing  year 
comprise  Jas.  E.  Davidson,  general  manager  of  the 
Pacific  Power  &  Light  Company  at  Portland,  presi- 
dent; J.  M.  Kinkaid  of  the  Port  Townsend  Light  & 
Power  Company,  vice-president  for  Washington, 
George  Hartley  of  the  Lewiston  Light  &  Power  Com- 
pany, vice-president  for  Idaho;  Norwood  W.  Brockett, 
secretary  of  the  Seattle-Tacoma  Power  Company,  sec- 
retary and  treasurer. 

The  executive  committee  consists  of  H.  L. 
Bleecker,  Spokane,  Wash. ;  W.  J.  Grambs,  Seattle, 
Wash.;  Arthur  Gunn.  Wenatchee,"Wash. ;  O.  B.  Cold- 


Itelegates    in    Attendance   at   the  Fourth  Annual 

V,  ell,  Portland,  Ore.;  M.  D.  Spencer,  Eugene,  Ore.; 
L.  B.  Faulkner,  Olympia,  Wash. ;  J.  S.  Thornton, 
Aberdeen,  Wash. ;  Douglass  Almond,  Anacortes, 
Wash. 

Thursday's  Sessions. 

The  convention  was  called  to  order  on  Thursday 
morning  by  President  Douglass  Allmond,  who  intro- 
duced W.  J.  Hindley,  mayor  of  Spokane.  Mayor 
Hindley  welcomed  the  members  of  the  association  in 
a  few  well  chosen  words  in  which  he  emphasized 
their  duties  and  obligations  in  the  public  service  and 
as  the  exponents  of  the  great  fiat  "Let  there  be  light." 
With  regard  to  the  relation  between  the  municipality 
and  the  corporation  he  stated  that  as  the  corporation 
had  prepared  the  soil,  planted  the  trees  and  nurtured 
them  until  they  bore  fruit  it  was  certainly  entitled  to  a 
ju.^t  return  for  the  fruit. 

Secretary  Norwood  W'.  Brockett  in  responding 
lo  this  address  of  welcome,  complimented  Mayor 
Hindley  on  the  broad  fairness  of  his  views,  as  the 
representative  of  Spokane's  commission  form  of  gov- 
ernment, A  vote  of  thanks  was  tendered  Mayor 
Hindley  by  all  present. 

The  report  of  the  treasurer  showed  that  the  asso- 
ciation was  in  a  most  prosperous  condition,  having 
gained  eight  new  member  companies  and  lost  six  be- 
cause of  consolidations.  The  association  is  more  than 
self  supporting  and  has  a  large  bank  balance. 

x\s  chairman  of  the  committee  on  rates  M.  C. 
Osborn,  commercial  agent  of  the  Washington  ^Vater 
Power  Company,  gave  a  detailed  explanation  of  the 
system  employed  by  the  Washington  ^\'ater  Power 
Company,  giving  blackboard  illustrations.  This  sys- 
tem, likewise,  will  be  illustrated  in  a  subsequent  issue 
of  this  journal. 

The  afternoon  session  was  opened  with  the  report 
of  the  legislative  committee  which  showed  that  during 
the  past  year  a  public  service  commission  had  been 
established  in  AA^ashington,  was  pending  in  Oregon 
and  had  been  vetoed  by  the  Governor  of  Idaho,  after 
having  been  passed  by  the  legislature.  An  employees' 
compensation  act  was  passed  in  W^ashington  and  its 
constitutionality  is  now  pending  in  the  Supreme  Court. 

J.  B.  Fisken  then  read  his  paper  on  "Problems  of 
Power    Transmission    and    Distribution."      This    was 
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followed  by  S.  C.  Lindsay's  contributed  discussion  on 
the  same  subject.  An  open  discussion  then  followed, 
the  principal  points  covered  were  the  use  of  leased 
telephone  service  on  transmission  lines,  in  addition  to 
company  telephone  service ;  the  grounding  of  wires 
to  avoid  loss  and  damage  by  lightning  disturbances ; 
the  life  of  poles,  cross  arms,  etc.,  and  the  preserving 
of  native  timber ;  cost  of  line  construction :  the  form- 
ing of  clubs  by  members  of  a  company. 

This  discussion  was  followed  by  the  paper  of  W. 
J.  Grambs,  Seattle,  Wash.,  on  "Central  Station  Pub- 
licity and  Commercial  Policy  (covering  general  rela- 
tions between  central  stations  and  the  general  public.) 
The  meeting  adjourned  to  Friday  morning,  Septem- 
ber 2d,  at  10  a.m. 

Friday's  Session. 

Meeting  called  to  order  by  President  at  10  a.m. 

The  first  item  on  the  program  was  the  reading 
of  the  paper  of  Arthur  Gunn,  Wenatchee,  Wash.,  on 
"New  Business  Methods  for  the  Small  Central  Sta- 
tions." 

In  the  discussion  Fred  Shields,  of  Moscow,  Idaho, 
laid  stress  on  the  fact  that  the  fixing  of  rates  in  small 
central  stations  was  a  different  problem  than  that 
of  the  larger  cities,  as  it  was  not  as  easy  to  explain  a 
complicated  rate  to  the  small  municipalities  as  to  the 
larger  cities.  The  matter  of  the  extension  of  lines  to 
outlying  districts  was  also  discussed  and  different 
experiences  narrated.  The  securing  of  new  business 
in  the  small  towns  was  discussed  and  several  interest- 
ing cases  of  the  methods  employed  were  outlined. 

A.  C.  McMicken  of  Portland,  Oregon,  then  invited 
the  association  to  hold  its  next  annual  convention  at 
Portland,  Oregon.  This  matter  was  referred  to  the 
executive  committee. 

An  amendment  was  then  proposed  to  Article  4, 
Section  2,  beginning  at  the  fourth  line  thereof,  insert- 
ing the  words  "The  President  shall  not  be  eligible 
to  re-election  for  two  years  after  his  term  has  expired." 
This  was  also  referred  to  the  executive  committee. 

C.  N.  Huggins  of  Portland,  Oregon,  then  read  his 
paper  on  "Methods  of  Accounting  in  Connection  with 
National  &  State  Legislation." 

In   the   discussion   that   followed,  it  was  strongly 


urged  that  a  uniform  system  of  accounting  be  adopted, 
also  that  a  valuation  of  water  powers  be  established, 
in  other  words,  a  method  for  appraising  the  water 
powers.  The  system  of  a  uniform  system  of  account- 
ing would  also  obviate  the  necessity  of  reporting  to 
two  or  three  commissions,  as  is  now  the  case  in  many 
instances.  It  was  here  moved  that  the  president 
appoint  a  committee  of  five  to  make  further  researches 
into  this  important  problem. 

The  next  paper  to  be  read  was  that  of  A.  C.  Mc- 
Micken of  Portland,  Oregon,  on  "Central  Station 
Problems."  Discussion  was  deferred  until  the  after- 
noon session 

T.  C.  ^lartin,  executive  secretary  of  the  National 
Electric  Light  Association,  was  then  introduced  to  the 
convention,  and  explained  the  advantages  to  be  gained 
by  the  local  association  affiliating  with  the  National. 
He  assured  them  they  would  in  no  way  lose  their 
identit}^  or  state  rights,  and  would  be  greatly  benefited 
by  the  assistance  received  from  the  National  Associa- 
tion in  matters  of  pernicious  legislation,  and  in  the 
distribution  of  valuable  literature.  He  showed  where 
other  minor  association  had  benefited  to  a  great  ex- 
tent by  such  affiliation  and  urged  a  like  action  by  this 
association.  The  matter  was  referred  to  the  executive 
committee  for  action. 

S.  E.  Doane  of  the  National  Electric  Lamp  Asso- 
ciation, was  then  introduced  and  addressed  the  con- 
vention on  the  lamp  situation,  stating  that  it  was  only 
a  matter  of  time  when  tungsten  lamps  would  univer- 
sally take  the  place  of  carbon  lamps  and  showing 
where  this  would  be  of  benefit  both  to  the  central  sta- 
tion and  the  consumer.  He  stated  that  these  lamps 
would  be  supplied  in  low  wattages  within  a  short  time, 
and  also  dwelt  on  the  value  of  the  rate  committee  and 
its  work. 

The  meeting  was  then  adjourned  to  executive  ses- 
sion. 

A  committee  was  appointed,  consisting  of  O.  B. 
Caldwell,  W.  J.  Grambs,  J.  I\r.  Kincaid,  T.  A.  Mc- 
Gowan  and  Mr.  Hallowell  to  submit  nominations  for 
officers. 

The  matter  of  amending  the  constitution  to  include 
British  Columbia  was  then  taken  up  and  referred  to 
the  executive  committee. 
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The  first  matter  taken  up  at  the  afternoon  session 
was  the  discussion  of  Mr.  McMicken's  paper  on  "Cen- 
tral Station  Problems."  The  question  arose  as  to  the 
advisability  of  extending  lines  where  a  set  revenue  was 
not  guaranteed.  That  in  the  larger  cities  it  was 
deemed  advisable  to  endeavor  to  reach  all  consumers, 
even  though  a  given  income  is  not  in  sight,  in  as  much 
as  the  franchise  practically  entitled  the  people  to  the 
service  if  desired ;  whereas,  in  the  small  towns  and 
outlying  districts  it  perhaps  would  be  wiser  to  extend 
lines  only  where  a  given  income  could  be  realized. 
That  the  tendency  not  to  build  to  prospective  con- 
sumers in  tlie  cities,  on  account  of  excess  cost,  tended 
to  create  a  feeling  for  municipal  ownership. 

The  next  paper  was  that  of  R.  E.  Thatcher,  Seattle, 
on  "Meter  Accuracy  in  Relation  to  Central  Station 
Income."  He  was  followed  by  Mr.  J.  G.  Finley,  Spo- 
kane, who  read  an  exhaustive  account  of  conditions 
with  the  different  companies  in  this  regard. 

Mr.  H.  M.  Winter,  Seattle,  then  read  his  paper 
on  "Electric  Heating  &  Kindred  Uses  of  Electricity." 
There   was  no  discussion. 

Mr.  Cheney  of  Seattle,  one  of  the  staff  of  the 
Washington  Underwriters,  was  then  introduced  and 
addressed  the  meeting  on  the  strong  necessity  that  all 
wiring  in  small  towns,  without  inspector  service,  be 
done  with  the  utmost  care,  to  eliminate  fire  risk.  He 
stated  they  were  now  endeavoring  to  have  the  agents 
of  the  different  light  and  power  companies  in  these 
small  towns  appointed  inspectors,  to  see  that  all  elec- 
trical work  was  properly  done.  That  the  fire  losses 
the  past  year  were  in  excess  of  $300,000,  between  6 
and  7  per  cent  of  which  was  attributed  to  electrical 
causes. 

A  motion  was  then  made  and  duly  carried  that 
hereafter  all  papers  be  prepared  and  printed  and  de- 
livered in  the  hands  of  the  members  of  the  Association 
at  least  thirty  days  prior  to  the  convening  of  the  annual 
convention.    The  meeting  then  adjourned. 

Saturday's   Session. 

Saturday  morning  was  devoted  to  consideration  of 
Norwood  W.  Brockett's  paper  on  "Legal  Aspects  of 
the  Light  and  Power  Business,"  and  to  a  paper  on  the 
results  of  municipal  ownership. 

The  next  in  order  was  the  following  questions 
submitted  by  C.  H.  Cleaver  and  answered  by  H.  V. 
Gates,  Hillsboro,  Ore. 

Question :  What  is  the  best  method  of  supply- 
ing current  to  a  town  for  light  and  power,  current 
supplied  by  water  power  about  one  mile  from  town, 
to  the  amount  of  100  h.p. 

Answer :  For  first  class  construction  from  your 
power  site  to  the  generators,  the  line  to  your  town 
should  be  built  in  a  modern  manner,  using  the  ver}' 
latest  methods.  It  does  not  pay  to  engage  in  slip- 
shod ways.  If  a.c.  current,  install  generators  to  be 
determined  as  best  suiting  your  needs,  and  any  voltage 
from  2000  to  2300.  If  a  timber  country,  poles  to  be 
set  ISO  ft.  apart;  if  no  timber  125  feet.  For  that 
amount  of  power  No.  6  wire  could  be  used. 

Question :  What  is  the  best  method  of  selling 
power,  meter  or  flat  rate;  if  meter,  what  system  of 
rates? 

Answer:    Local  conditions  govern  this  to  a  great 


extent.  From  that  size  of  a  town  (800),  using  100 
h.p.,  where  only  about  J4  load  would  be  carried,  that 
flat  rate  would  be  more  responsive  to  the  net  revenue 
of  any  rate  you  could  use. 

The  meeting  here  adjourned  to  executive  session. 
President-  Allmond,  presiding. 

The  first  matter  to  come  before  the  executive 
session  was  the  questions  of  affiliation  with  the  Na- 
tional Association  and  the  Executive  Committee  was 
asked  to  report  on  same.  They  unanimously  recom- 
mended the  affiliation,  and  the  following  resolution 
was  unanimously  adopted : 

"That  the  report  of  the  executive  committee  on 
the  question  of  affiliation  with  the  National  Associa- 
tion be  and  the  same  is  hereby  approved  and  ratified, 
with  the  understanding  that  the  present  automony 
of  the  Northwest  Electric  Light  and  Power  Asso- 
ciation be  retained  and  the  power  of  collection  of  dues 
and  other  funds  be  fully  retained  by  this  association. 
The  secretary  of  this  association  to  remit  to  the  Na- 
tional Electric  Light  Association  an  amount  not  ex- 
ceeding one-half  of  the  fees  now  charged  by  the 
national  association,  as  such  amounts  may  become 
due,  this  resolution  to  take  effect  October  1st,  1911." 

Report  of  Committee  on  Amendments,  Mr. 
Brockett,  chairman : 

First— That  Sectioti  2,  Article  7,  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, be  stricken  out.  That  is  the  clause  requiring 
the  Class  A  members  to  be  initiated.  Hereafter, 
Class  A  members  will  not  have  to  pay  initiation  fees. 

Moved  and  seconded  this  amendment  be  adopted. 
Carried  unanimously. 

That  Section  3,  Article  7,  be  made  to  read  as  fol- 
lows :  The  annual  fee  of  Class  B  members  to  be  $5.00, 
and  strike  out  that  portion  of  the  section  requiring 
initiation  fees. 

Moved  and  seconded  this  amendment  be  adopted. 
Unanimously  carried. 

Section  4,  Article  7,  to  be  amended  to  read :  An- 
nual dues  of  Class  C  members  to  be  $5.00  instead  of 
$4.00  as  at  present.  We  make  this  raise  of  $1.00  to 
conform  with  the  Constitution  of  the  national  asso- 
ciation. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  this  amendment  be 
adopted.     Unanimously  carried. 

Section  2,  Article  3,  motion  to  amend  by  adding 
the  words  "British  Columbia." 

Moved  and  seconded  that  this  amendment  be 
adopted.     Unanimously  carried. 

Section  2,  Article  4,  fourth  line  theroef,  insert  the 
words  "The  President  shall  not  be  elected  to  serve 
for  two  years  after  expiring  term."  Moved  and  sec- 
onded amendment  be  adopted.     Unanimously  carried. 

Motion  now  made  that  the  president  and  secretary 
make  formal  application  covering  the  affiliation  of 
the  N.  W.  E.  L.  &  P.  Ass'n.,  with  the  National  Elec- 
tric Light  Ass'n.  Motion  duly  seconded  and  unani- 
mously carried. 

A  motion  was  here  offered  that  the  constitution 
of  the  N.  W.  E.  L.  &  P.  Ass'n.  be  amended  so  as  to 
conform  in  all  details  with  the  requirements  of  the 
N.  E.  L.  Ass'n.,  and  that  the  inserting  of  the  necessary 
clauses  into  this  constitution  be  left  in  the  hands  of 
the  committee  on  amendments,  its  power  to  be  lim- 
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ited  to  the  resolution  already  adopted.     This  resolu- 
tion was  promptly  voted  down. 

According  to  the  Constitution,  the  president  ap- 
pointed the  secretary-treasurer  for  the  ensuing  year, 
naming  Mr.  Norman  W.  Brockett  of  Seattle  to  suc- 
ceed himself.     The   convention   then   adjourned. 

Social  Features. 

Sandwiched  in  between  the  business  sessions  were 
many  delightful  dinners  and  excursions.  Aside  from 
the  various  private  parties,  were  the  smoker  and  din- 
ner to  the  thirt}''  novitiates  in  the  Rejuvenated  Sons  of 
Jove  on  Friday  night,  preceding  the  rejuvenation,  and 
the  great  convention  banquet  on  Saturday  night.  In- 
complete returns  show  the  following  daring  spirits  as 
new  members :  B.  Gustad  and  Lester  M.  Simpson  of 
the  Grange ville  Electric  Light  &  Power  Company, 
Grangeville,  Idaho;  Thaddeus  S.  Lane,  president  of  the 
Home  Telephone  Company,  Spokane;  D.  F.  Fearing, 
National  Carbon  Company,  Cleveland;  M.  D.  Spencer, 
Oregon  Power  Company,  Eugene,  Ore. ;  M.  McGowan, 
Idaho  and  Washington  Light  &  Power  Company,  Spo- 
kane; H.  R.  Williams,  Stevens  County  Power  &  Light 
Company,  Colville ;  Arthur  W.  Hillis,  Montana  Elec- 
trical Company,  Butte ;  Lee  F.  Austin,  Austin-McCain 
Company,  Spokane ;  Clyde  L.  Bankson,  Spokane  &  In- 
land; Frank  O.  Berry,  Mosso-Berry  Electrical  Com- 
pany, Spokane;  William  A.  Davis,  city  electrical  in- 
spector, Spokane ;  C.  G.  Gilster,  Washington  Electric 
Supply  Company,  Spokane ;  James  A.  Gorman  and  Ar- 
thur C.  H.  Miller,  Washington  Water  Power  Company; 
Dare  Headington,  Miller  Engineering  Company;  Harry 
A.  Kinney,  Mosso-Berry  Electrical  Company,  Spokane; 
Mahlon  McCain,  Austin-^IcCain  Company,  Spokane ; 
Millard  Sebern,  Washington  Electrical  Supply  Com- 
pany, Spokane ;  Fred  M.  Shields,  Idaho-Washington 
Light  &  Power  Company,  Moscow;  Vincent  G.  Shin- 
Washington  Water  Power  Company ;  Hugh  L.  Tinling, 
Mosso-Berry,  Electrical  Company;  Earl  R.  Warnes, 
Spokane  &  Inland ;  H.  I.  Bargoin,  Washington  Electric 
Supply  Company,  and  Henry  T.  Whitehouse,  Washing- 
ton Electric  Supply  Company. 

George  Otis  Gray  of  the  Gray  Investment  Com- 
pany is  statesman  of  the  Rejuvenated  Sons  for  eastern 
Washington,  and  W.  J.  Grambs  of  Seattle  occupies  a 
similar  position  for  the  western  part  of  the  State. 

Thursday  afternoon  the  visiting  ladies  were  the 
guests  of  the  Washington  Water  Power  Company  on 
an  automobile  trip  to  the  Spokane  Country  Club.  This 
was  attended  by  thirty  guests  and  a  delightful  trip  was 
experienced.  Tea  was  served  at  the  club  house  and 
a  pleasant  social  afternoon  was  spent,  the  party  return- 
ing to  Spokane  in  the  evening. 

In  the  evening  an  informal  ball  was  held  at  the 
Hall  of  Doges,  Davenports.  Seventy-five  couples  at- 
tended this  function  and  disappointment  showed  on  the 
faces  of  all  present  when  the  concluding  number  was 
played.  At  11:30  lunch  was  served  in  the  "Halls  of 
Palms"  and  the  merry  laughter  voiced  the  good  time 
the  entire  party  seemed  to  be  having.  The  afifair  was 
admirably  handled  and  an  atmosphere  of  welcome  and 
hearty  fellowship  pervaded  the  hall. 

Friday  evening  was  devoted  to  viewing  Spokane 
by  electric  light,  and  all  members  expressed  great 
surprise  at  the  modern,  up-to-date  illumination  of  this 


city,  the  number  of  display  windows  and  signs,  and 
the  substantial,  high-class  character  of  these  signs. 

Saturday  evening  the  lady  visitors  were  the  guests 
of  the  Washington  Water  Power  Company  at  a  thea- 
ter party;  they  attended  in  a  body  and  the  perform- 
ance was  greatly  enjoyed. 

On  Saturday  afternoon  the  visitors  were  the  guests 
of  the  Washington  Water  Power  Company  on  an  auto- 
mobile excursion  "viewing"  Spokane. 

Saturday  evening  at  7:30,  the  closing  banquet 
was  held  in  the  Hall  of  Doges,  Davenport's,  Spokane, 
about  125  members  being  present.  The  hall  was  beau- 
tifully decorated,  a  toothsome  menu  prepared,  and 
one  and  all  started  in  for  a  rousing  good  time.  Mr. 
H.  V.  Gates,  of  Hillsboro,  acted  as  toastmaster. 

The  banquet  broke  up  at  12:30,  everybody  tired, 
but  happ}^  avowing  this  to  be  the  most  successful 
convention  in  the  history  of  the  association. 

Sunday,  September  24th — visiting  guests  invited 
by  the  A¥ashington  A¥ater  Power  Company  to  make 
an  automobile  inspection  trip  of  the  Long  Lake  and 
Little  Falls  plants.  About  75  attended,  all  reporting 
a  grand  time  and  expressing  surprise  at  the  Washing- 
ton Water  Power  Company's  immense  undertaking  at 
these  points. 

Among  those  who  registered  were: 

Douglass  Allmond,  Anacortes  Water  Co..  Anacortes,  Wash.; 
C.  R.  Andrus,  Pasco  Power  &  Light  Co.,  Pasco,  Wash.:  Thos.  G. 
Aston.  Washington  Water  Power  Co.,  Spokane;  B.  P.  Bailey, 
Pacific  Power  &  Light  Co.,  The  Dalles.  Ore.;  A.  H.  Beckwith, 
G.  R.  Beekman,  H.  C.  Billice  and  M.  W.  Birkett  of  the  Wash- 
ington Water  Power  Co.;  Norwood  W.  Brockett,  Seattle-Tacoma 
Power  Co.,  Seattle;  C.  L.  Cleaver,  Granite  Falls  Power  &  Light 
Co.,  Granite  Falls,  Wash.;  W.  R.  Chrysler  and  G.  M.  Corey, 
W.  W.  P  Co.;  O.  B.  Coldwell,  Portland  Ry.,  Light  &  Power 
Co.,  Portland;  Darrel  Corbett.  Chas.  C.  Moore  &  Co.,  Engrs.. 
Seattle;  J.  E.  Davidson,  Pacific  Power  &  Light  Co.,  Portland: 
S.  E.  Doane.  National   Electric  Lamp  Association,  Cleveland;  H. 

B.  Dunn.  Seattle-Tacoma  Power  Co.,  Seattle:  Eugene  Enloe,  Big 
Bend  Light  &  Power  Co.,  Spokane:  A.  R.  Fairchild.  W.  W.  P.  Co., 
Spokane:  P.  R.  Fantorn,  W.  W.  P.  Co.,  Colfax:  D.  F.  Fearing, 
National  Carbon  Co.,  Cleveland;  W.  W.  Ferris,  Grays  Harbor 
Railway,  Light  &  Power  Co..  Aberdeen,  Wash.;  J.  G.  Finley,  W. 
W.  P.  Co.,  Spokane:  H.  C.  Fiske  and  J.  B.  Fisken,  W.  W.  P.  Co., 
Spokane:    J.   G.   Flynn.    Portland   Railway,   Light   &   Power   Co.; 

C.  S.  Foster.  W.  W.  P.  Co..  Spokane:  H.  E.  Gates.  General  Elec- 
tric Co.,  Spokane;  H.  V.  Gates,  Hepner  Light  &  Power  Co..  Hills- 
boro. Ore.;  W.  J.  Grambs.  Seattle  Electric  Co.;  F.  F.  Griffin, 
W.  W.  P.  Co..  Spokane:  Arthur  Gunn,  Wenatchee  Valley  Light 
&  Power  Co.,  Wenatchee:  Albert  S.  Hall,  Pacific  Power  &  Light 
Co.,  Hood  River,  Ore.;  L.  W.  Harper,  Chelan  Water  Power  Co., 
Chelan,  Wash.:  Arthur  H.  Halloran.  Journal  of  Electricity. 
Power  &  Gas,  San  Francisco;  D.  F.  Henderson,  G.  H.  Hoppin  and 
H.  W.  Howard,  W.  W.  P.  Co.,  Spokane:  C.  C.  James,  Seattle  Elec- 
tric Co.,  Seattle;  J.  J.  Jennings.  Lewis-Clark  State  Improve- 
ment Co..  Lewiston,  Idaho:  J.  D.  Jamison,  Westinghouse  Electric 
&  Mfg  Co..  Spokane;  Blaine  L.  Renio.  Westinghouse  Electric 
&  Mfg.  Co.;  S.  C.  Lindsay,  Seattle  Electric  Co.,  Seattle:  C.  F. 
Kirokhain,  Seattle  Electric  Co.,  Seattle:  J.  M.  Kincaid,  Port 
Townsend  Light  &  Power  Co..  Port  Townsend:  Charles  Kolb. 
Wilbur  Electrical  Co.,  Spokane:  H.  R.  Kriegman.  Pacific  Power 
&  Light  Co..  North  Yakima.  Wash.:  J.  W.  Leighton,  Holablrd 
Electric  Co,  Seattle;  Chas.  H.  Lund,  W.  W.  P.  Co..  Spokane:  H. 
H  Levin  W.  TV.  P.  Co..  Spokane:  G.  W.  Longmelr,  Pacific  Power 
&  Light 'Co.,  Prosser;  Lewis  A.  Lewis.  W.  W.  P.  Co.,  Spokane; 
C  S  MacCalla.  W.  W.  P.  Co..  Spokane:  T.  A.  McGowan.  Idaho  & 
W''ashington  Light  &  Power  Co..  Spokane:  A.  C.  McMicken.  Port- 
land Railway,  Light  &  Power  Co..  Portland:  D.  C.  McKissick, 
Northwest  Light  S.-  Water  Co..  Wallace.  Idaho;  T.  C.  Martin, 
National  Electric  Light  Association,  New  York;  G.  A.  Martin, 
Yamhill  Electric  Co..  Newberg.  Ore.:  W.  G.  Martinu  Bremerton 
Light  &  Fuel  Co..  Bremerton,  Wash.:  B.  M.  Merrill.  W.  W.  P.  Co.. 
Spokane;  V.  C.  Naylor,  Pacific  Power  &  Light  Co.,  Goldendale: 
F  D  Nims,  Western  Canada  Power  Co..  Vancouver,  B.  C. :  C.  P. 
Osborne.  Portland  Ry..  Light  &  Power  Co.,  Portland;  M.  C.  Os- 
borne. W.  W.  P.  Co..  Spokane:  C.  E.  Parkes  W.  W.  P.  Co..  Spo- 
kane: H.  B.  Pierce.  W.  W.  P.  Co..  Spokane;  L.  J.  Posplsal,  W.  W. 
P  Co  Spokane:  W.  n.  Roe.  Wilbur  Electrical  Co.,  Wilbur,  Wash.. 
F  L.  Rohrbach.  W.  W.  P.  Co..  Spokane:  C.  Rumwell.B.  C.  Electric 
Rv  Co.  Vancouer,  B.  C;  Geo.  S.  Sanderson.  Pacific  Power  & 
Light  Cio..  Freewater.  Ore.:  Chas.  A.  SInd.  WW.  P  Co..  Spo- 
kane: O.  Skiles,  Pacific  Power  &  Light  Co..  Sunny  side;  M.  D. 
Spencer.  Oregon  Power  Co..  Eugene:  A.  \.  Stirling,  W.W.  P. 
Co  Spokanef  R.  E.  Thatcher.  Seattle  Electric  Co..  Seattle^  H. 
V.  Tnmpkin;  R.  E.  Tompkins.  W.  W.  P.  Co..  Spokane;  C.  A.  Tur- 
lav.  Portalnd  Ry..  Light  &  Power  Co..  Vancouver  Wash.;  H.  A. 
Turner.  Seattle  Electric  Co..  Seattle;  C.  F.  Uhden,  W  W.  P. 
Co  .Spokane:  G.  W.  Uzzell.  W.  W.  P.  Co..  Spokane:  E.  A.  West, 
?orta'^d  Railway,  Light  &  Power  Co..  Portland:  Thos.  W  -WeUl, 
Kootenai  Power  Co..  Coeur  d'Alene.  Idaho:  H  R.  Williams. 
Stevens  Co..  Power  &:  Light  Co..  Colville.  Wash  ;  J.  S.  ^urtell. 
W  W.  P.  Co.,  Spokane;  H.  M.  Winter.  Seattle  Electric  Co., 
Seattle. 
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PACIFIC  COAST  GAS  ASSOCIATION. 

The  two  following  papers,  the  one  by  C.  S.  S. 
Forney,  president  of  the  Southern  Counties  Gas  Com- 
pany, and  the  other  by  C.  M.  Hunt,  manager  of  the 
San  Diego  Consolidated  Gas  &  Electric  Company, 
were  read  before  the  recent  Oakland  convention  of 
the  association : 


HIGH   PRESSURE   GAS    DISTRIBUTION. 

BY   C.    S.    S.    PORNEY.i 

The  service  furnished  to  towns,  villages  and  rural 
communities  from  the  central  generating  station  by 
high  pressure  trunk  lines  ma}^  be  considered  as  subur- 
ban gas  distribution. 

The  problems  in  connection  with  this  work  as  to 
engineering  and  construction  features  are  simple  and 
direct  and  have  a  multitude  of  precedent  and  example 
to  fortify  and  confirm  the  theories  which  any  engineer 
will  evolve  by  consideration  of  the  cases  presented. 

The  financing  and  organization  of  a  company  for 
this  work  required  bold  conception  and  conservative 
execution  if  the  proposition  involves  the  acquirement 
of  existing  properties  and  the  linking  and  grouping 
together  of  towns  previously  served  by  unit  genera- 
tion. 

The  operation  of  such  a  property  necessitates  an 
unusual  quality  of  supervision,  because  the  proper- 
ties are  not  under  the  eye  of  the  management  to 
the  extent  that  single  large  plants  and  distributing 
systems  are,  and  the  employees  are  more  removed  from 
the   direct  influence  of  the   management. 

The  logical  method  of  estimating  a  system  for 
suburban  gas  distribution  by  high  pressure  mains  is 
to  consider  the  ultimate  territory  to  be  served  in  its 
various  aspect  as  a  whole.  This  can  be  arrived  at 
best  by  considering  the  towns  which  ultimately  may 
be  a  part  of  the  system  even  though  there  may  be 
a  number  of  other  companies  operating  in  the  terri- 
tory; as  to  conceive  a  project,  it  is  necessary  generally 
to  disregard  the  existing  conditions. 

After  determining  the  towns  which  may  be  served 
by  a  general  system,  the  buildings  in  the  various  com- 
munities and  in  the  suburban  districts  should  be 
counted.  Estimates  based  on  population  are  usually 
arrived  at  by  allowances  for  this,  that,  and  the  other 
condition,  after  assuming  that  so  and  so  will  happen 
or  not  happen,  and  if  so  and  so  does  happen,  it  may 
result  in  something  else. 

The  logical  method  of  determining  the  number  of 
its  consumers  in  a  given  district  is  to  have  the  houses 
and  other  buildings  counted  and  segregated  into  two  or 
three  classes ;  that  is  to  say,  houses  of  a  value  of  $3000, 
or  less,  and  houses  of  a  value  of  more  than  $3000  and 
where  it  is  intended  that  commercial  lighting  shall  be 
done,  a  separate  segregation  of  the  number  of  stores 
should  be  made  and  one  classification  of  other  build- 
ings should  include  churches,  public  buildings,  schools, 
etc. 

There  should  be  considered  the  ultimate  develop- 
ment of  the  territory,  based  on  prediction  of  what 
the  conditions  will  be  in  ten  years.  This  can  be  arrived 
at  in  a  number  of  ways,  but  the  best  method  is  to 
take  the  number  of  acres  of  tillable  land  tributary  to  a 

'President  of  Southern  Counties  Gas  Company. 


certain  town  and  consider  the  probable  ultimate  de- 
velopment of  the  area ;  that  is  to  say,  to  consider 
whether  it  will  be  divided  into  small  ranches,  large 
ranches,  towns,  cities,  etc.,  and  where,  as  in  Southern 
California,  we  have  horticultural  and  agricultural  de- 
velopment of  high  degree,  consider  how  many  acres 
of  the  highest  class ;  orange  groves,  walnut  groves, 
etc.,  have  been  developed  to  produce  a  certain  sized 
town  and  then  next  to  consider  how  many  acres  may 
be  developed  to  the  highest  form  from  some  of  the 
lower  classifications,  and  then  determine  what  sized 
town  will  be  produced  thereby. 

The  relation  of  the  size  of  the  town  of  the  inferior 
classes  of  farm  development,  should  then  be  next  con- 
sidered and  the  two  will  result  in  a  basis  for  predict- 
ing what  the  ultimate  size  of  the  town  will  be,  based 
on  the  ultimate  development  of  the  contributory 
factors. 

Other  things  may  have  to  be  considered,  as  the  de- 
velopment of  a  seaport,  the  building  of  new  lines  of 
railroad,  to  what  extent  the  town  is  dependent  upon 
the  adjacent  farming  developments  and  the  result  from 
its  being  suburban  to  some  large  community. 

After  these  various  factors  have  been  studied  and 
determined,  the  number  of  gas  meters  in  service  in 
1920  should  be  assumed  at  being  90  per  cent  of  all 
the  buildings. 

After  determining  the  number  of  meters  probable 
in  the  territory  to  be  served  by  1920,  a  basis  of  $100 
per  meter  should  be  used  to  determine  the  capitaliza- 
tion required  by  the  company  in  forming  a  company 
to  serve  a  given  territory.  It  is  desirable  to  have  a  cer- 
tain fixed  relation  between  the  various  classes  of  capi- 
talization;  $150  per  meter  being  the  capital  value 
of  a  gas  property,  the  proportion  of  capital  which  rep- 
resents the  actual  physical  value  of  the  property  should 
not  exceed  80  per  cent  thereof;  the  remaining  20  per 
cent  representing  intangible  assets.  This  relation  will 
be  referred  to  subsequently  in  this  paper. 

In  view  of  the  new  thought  movement,  which  is  so 
seriously  and  vitally  affecting  public  service  corpora- 
tions, it  seems  desirable  that  the  corporation  should 
receive  its  charter  from  the  State  in  which  it  is  oper- 
ating, to  the  end  that,  if  conditions  work  a  hardship 
under  these  circumstances,  then  that  much  sooner  will 
the  conditions  be  corrected. 

There  should  be  a  straight  line  drawn  between 
the  securities  which  are  sold  for  the  purpose  of  raising 
money  for  the  corporate  needs  of  a  company  and  those 
securities  which  are  taken  and  held  either  for  con- 
trolling purposes  or  as  compensation  for  development 
and  management.  An  excellent  way  to  secure  the 
effecting  of  such  a  plan  is  to  arrange  to  escrow  the 
stock  to  be  sold  with  a  trustee,  under  the  terms  of  an 
agreement  providing  for  the  issuance  of  the  stock  under 
certain  conditions. 

After  all  of  the  foregoing  has  been  considered 
and  determined  the  next  matter  to  undertake  is  to  con- 
sider what  arrangement  would  be  made  to  serve  the 
territory  in  the  event  that  there  were  no  gas  plants 
now  operating.  Then  consider  and  determine  what  ar- 
rangement would  be  made  to  serve  the  territory  in 
the  event  that  there  were  no  gas  plants  operating  in 
1920. 

After  these  two  things  have  been  determined  co- 
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relate  the  two  so  that  there  will  be  a  minimum  loss 
in  discarding  existing  plants.  After  determining  the 
plant  situation  in  1920,  the  high  pressure  trunk  line 
should  be  laid  out  with  an  idea  of  carrying  the  load 
at  40  pounds  pressure,  based  on  the  amount  of  busi- 
ness in  1920. 

The  next  problem  involved  is  to  fit  the  existing 
manufacturing  plants  into  the  trunk  line  system. 

If  the  plan  is  well  worked  out,  logically  designed, 
and  sound  economical  and  engineering  reasoning  used, 
the  problem  of  securing  capital  for  the  carrying  out 
of  the  plan  would  be  solved,  if  people  were  eager  to 
bid  for  an  opportunity  to  participate  in  6  per  cent  regu- 
lated public  service  corporation  securities. 

The  company  with  which  the  writer  is  connected, 
Southern  Counties  Gas  Company  of  California,  has 
approximately  6000  meters  served  by  high  pressure 
trunk  lines,  and  high  and  low  pressure  distributing 
systems. 

The  high  pressure  trunk  lines  are  at  present  oper- 
ating under  a  pressure  of  20  pounds,  and  at  higher 
pressure  are  designed  to  supply  the  particular  groups 
of  towns  served,  for  ten  years  to  come. 

We  have  shut  down  three  small  plants,  but  main- 
tain them  as  a  reserve  against  possible  interruptions 
in  sections  of  the  high  pressure  mains.  Eventually 
it  is  hoped  to  have  the  entire  system  served  by  two 
plants,  operating  at  each  end  of  the  through  trunk 
line,  a  distance  of  about  seventy-five  miles.  When 
this  condition  is  reached  and  the  line  completed,  the 
system  will  be  serving  about  12,000  consumers. 

By  moderate  pressure  in  the  mains  of  2  pounds, 
with  individual  regulations,  we  find  that  we  are  .able 
to  cut  down  our  maintenance  labor  50  per  cent. 

We*  are  operating  seventeen  towns  and  maintain 
an  office  in  each  one.  In  some  of  the  smaller  towns 
we  arrange  with  a  local  druggist  to  represent  the  com- 
pany ;  and  in  the  event  of  trouble  complaints,  or 
break  downs,  advice  is  telephoned  to  one  of  the  given 
offices  where  an  attendant  is  stationed,  and  from 
which  the  work  of  a  particular  group  of  consumers  is 
handled. 

Other  economies  have  been  effected  by  shutting 
down  of  plants,  in  labor  and  in  fuel  oil. 

We  have  brought  much  suburban  territory  in  touch 
with  transmission  lines,  from  which  lateral  have  been 
run  into  sparsely  settled  district,  making  it  possible 
to  supply  small  isolated  communities,  which  would 
not  have  had  gas  service  otherwise  for  a  long  time 
to  come. 

The  compression  of  gas  has  made  possible  its  de- 
livery to  remote  sections,  with  comparatively  small 
mains,  making  it  possible  to  consider  favorably  ex- 
tensions which  have  heretofore  been  impracticable. 

This  class  of  distribution,  however,  represents 
comparatively  high  maintenance  and  operating  cost,  as 
the  meter  reading  and  collection  of  delinquent  bills 
under  such  conditions  involves  considerable  expense 
for  transportation,  and  loss  of  employees'  time  in 
transit. 

It  is  our  practice  to  use  only  1500  pound  test  line 
pipe  on  2  inch,  and  larger,  and  we  specify  that  the 
couplings  should  be  hand  set  at  the  factory. 

In  laying  these  mains  we  grade  a  ditch  with  almost 
as  much  care  as  though  we  were  laying  low  pressure 


mains.  At  the  time  of  laying,  the  couplings  are  un- 
screwed and  liberally  coated  with  red  lead,  then  re- 
versed, and  in  practically  70  per  cent  of  the  connec- 
tions we  find  that  we  are  able  to  utilize  all  of  the 
thread  on  the  pipe,  thus  making  our  connections  good 
from  a  friction  standpoint  as  well  as  a  mechanical 
standpoint.  AVe  have  a  large,  portable  air  compressor 
with  which  we  fill  the  mains  with  air  up  to  100  pounds 
pressure.  Each  joint  is  then  carefully  tested  with  soap 
suds,  and  we  have  reason  to  believe  that  our  lines  are 
as  well  laid  as  possible. 

We  insert  expansion  joints  in  the  line  at  various 
points,  such  as  river  crossings,  corners  at  the  end  of 
long  sweeps,  etc.,  and  also  provide  the  line  liberally 
with  valves. 

Our  expansion  joints  and  valves  are  set  in  concrete 
boxes  with  cast  iron  man  hole  covers,  similar  in  de- 
sign to  those  used  in  conduit  work  in  cities,  but  smaller 
in  size. 

Suburban  gas  distribution  is  growing  in  import- 
ance each  year,  especially  in  Southern  California,  where 
the  trend  seems  to  be  toward  ten-acre  ranches.  In  our 
Southern  Division,  supplying  the  cities  of  Santa  Ana, 
Anaheim,  Orange  and  Fullerton,  we  have  a  gener- 
ating plant  at  Santa  Ana,  serving  the  entire  district. 

The  high  pressure  trunk  line  is  4  in.  in  diameter 
and  is  12  miles  long,  and  carries  gas  under  a  pressure 
varying  from  10  to  20  pounds. 

This  territory  included  a  population  of  about  25,003 
people,  formerly  supplied  from  four  plants.  This  par- 
ticular group  of  towns  offers  an  excellent  opportunity 
for  this  class  of  work,  and  it  might  be  termed  "Inten- 
sive Suburban  Distribution." 

From  Santa  Ana,  with  a  population  of  10,000,  it  is 
a  distance  of  three  miles  to  Orange,  with  a  population 
of  5000;  from  Orange  it  is  a  distance  of  four  miles  to 
Anaheim,  with  a  population  of  5500;  from  Anaheim  it 
is  a  distance  of  three  miles  to  Fullerton,  with  a  popu- 
lation of  3500;  while  along  the  road  traversed  by  the 
high  pressure  trunk  line,  there  are  about  20  houses 
to  the  mile. 

The  gas  for  this  section  is  manufactured  at  Santa 
Ana  and  compressed  through  receiving  tanks  to  a  high 
pressure  trunk  line,  which  is  4  inches  in  diameter  the 
entire  distance. 

The  eventual  plan  on  this  particular  group  is  to 
extend  the  line  a  further  distance  of  thirteen  miles  to 
Whittier. 

The  high  pressure  line,  as  it  passes  through  Santa 
Ana,  is  utilized  to  serve  certain  sections  by  district 
regulators. 

At  the  plants  which  have  been  shut  down,  the  hold- 
ers are  kept  full  and  held  in  reserve  in  case  of  inter- 
ruption of  service  furnished  by  the  high  pressure  trunk 
line ;  small  compressor  plants  being  maintained  to  util- 
ize the  gas  stored. 

In  all  high  pressure  work  the  installation  must  be 
made  with  the  greatest  care  and  with  the  utmost  pre- 
caution, as  small  breaks,  such  as  a  plowed  up  service, 
may  result  in  a  great  deal  of  loss  of  gas  before  the 
pressure  can  be  shut  off. 

The  development  of  high  pressure  gas  distribution 
has  resulted  in  operating  economies,  in  securing  better 
pressure  conditions,  and  has  enabled  us  to  serve  cus- 
tomers not  otherwise  available. 
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OUR  INVESTIGATING  DEPARTMENT. 

BY    C.    M.    HUNT.i 

The  investigating  department  of  a  public  service 
corporation  of  to-day  is  not  the  chamber  of  horrors  it 
was  some  three  years  ago.  The  public  have  rights 
which  we  gladly  respect.  The  policy  of  this  depart- 
ment is  to  shape  its  attitude  as  regards  the  public 
so  that  the  patron  is  bound  to  feel  that  by  simply 
calling  attention  to  a  real  or  imaginary  wrong  it  will 
receive  prompt  attention. 

I  feel  that  the  patron  making  a  complaint  is  hon- 
est in  the  belief  that  a  wrong  exists  which,  from  his 
point  of  view,  needs  immediate  attention  from  this  de- 
partment, and  we  attempt  to  give  that  complaint  imme- 
diate attention,  and  a  full  and  complete  investigation 
is  had.  I  cannot  bring  riiyself  to  feel  that  even 
though  the  claim  be  an  insignificant  one  it  can  be 
passed  without  a  full  and  complete  investigation,  as 
it  is  the  little  things  that  are  noticed  in  corporations 
and,  odd  as  it  may  seem,  I  do  not  believe  that  the 
general  public  intends  to  impose  upon  this  department. 


Special    Room    Set    Aside    for    Investigating 
Department. 

Now,  as  an  investigator,  I  do  not  take  the  position 
that  I  am  at  liberty  to  make  a  patron  feel  as  if  he  or 
she  were  upon  the  witness  stand  when  stating  his  or 
her  complaint,  and  that  I  or  the  investigator  were 
taking  him  through  a  strenuous  cross  examination  in 
the  effort  to  have  him  admit  that  his  claim  to  poor 
service,  or  even  a  disputed  account,  or  the  like,  was 
not  well  based. 

I  believe,  too,  that  the  matter  of  the  mode  of  trans- 
mission of  either  gas  or  electricity  for  their  burners 
and  lamps  should  be  fully  understood  by  them,  and  I 
have  always  taken  pleasure  in  making  full  and  com- 
plete explanations  whenever  a  patron  showed  an  in- 
terest and  made  inquiry  in  reference  thereto. 

I  feel  too,  that  the  matter  of  a  patron  being 
able    to     read     his     own     meter    is     of    importance, 

'Manager  San  Diego  Consolidated  Gas  &  Electric  Co. 


and  the  mechanism  of  a  meter  should  not  be 
shrouded  in  mystery,  but  the  contrary.  A  patron 
should  be  given  full  insight  into  the  the  same  and 
I  for  one  attempt  to  instruct  them  in  meter 
reading  _  and  for  that  purpose  have  prepared 
devices  whereby  they  may  take  up  the  study  of  meter 
reading  and,  so  far,  have  been  successful,  and  now 
among  our  patrons  find  many  housewives  who  as  con- 
sumers are  able  to  read  their  gas  and  electric  meters. 
Heretofore  a  meter  was  looked  upon  as  a  puzzle  made 
only  for  the  purpose  of  defrauding  the  public  and  not 
for  the  purpose  of  showing  its  consumption.  Along 
that  line,  that  is  for  the  instruction  of  the  general 
public,  we  have  installed  in  the  investigating  depart- 
ment of  this  company,  not  alone  for  our  own  edifica- 
tion, but,  as  I  have  said,  for  the  benefit  of  the  public, 
the  following  equipment: 

A  gas  meter  with  glass  front  and  back,  showing  its 
complete  mechanism.  To  this  meter  we  have  attached 
one  ordinary  open  gas  jet  and  a  mantle  burner.  Be- 
tween the  meter  and  the  burner  are  gauges  showing 
the  consumption  per  hour,  thus  enabling  us  to  show 
the  customer  the  difference  in  the  amount  of  gas  con- 
sumed on  these  burners,  and  it  is  surprising  to  know 
that  many  disputed  bills  have  been  settled  satisfactorily 
by  this  comparison. 

We  have  also  a  Jones  jet  photometer  showing  the 
candle-power  of  our  gas,  also  a  water  column  pressure 
gauge  which  shows  our  gas  pressure. 

We  also  have  an  electric  recording  volt  meter,  a 
regular  type  I  electric  meter  with  glass  front  showing 
mechanism  of  same. 

To  bring  about  comparisons  in  electric  lighting, 
we  have  bars  upon  which  are  placed  electric  lights, 
the  upper  bar  showing  the  various  sizes  of  carbon 
lamps  and  the  bar  underneath  showing  the  various 
sizes  of  Mazda  lamps.  To  this  we  have  connected  a 
watt  indicaring  meter  with  a  special  dial  which  indi- 
cates the  amount  of  current  consumed  per  hour  on 
any  of  the  lamps  displayed  on  the  bars  spoken  of. 
This  special  dial  is  based  upon  the  rate  upon  which  we 
sell  our  electric  current ;  namely,  10  cents  per  kilowatt 
hour. 

Along  these  lines,  I  should  like  to  say  that  this 
device,  as  well  as  the  demonstrating  gas  meter  has 
done  as  much  or  more  to  adjust  claims  of  dissatisfied 
customers  tlian  all  the  talker  or  writer  might  do,  as  it 
is  self-explanatory  and  demonstrates  to  the  customer 
what  words  have  failed  to  do. 

I  have  attached  photographs  showing  views  of  the 
interior  of  this  office. 

I  also  append  a  copy  of  our  investigating  order. 
The  body  of  this  order  covers  all  possible  complaints 
as  well  as-  the  mode  of  investigating  the  same,  by 
whom,  at  what  time,  time  consumed,  and  various  other 
important  items.  At  the  bottom  of  the  order  you 
will  note  report  of  workmen,  showing  time  of  receipt 
of  order  by  him,  when  executed  and  when  returned  to 
this  office.  On  the  reverse  side  you  will  note  a  de- 
tailed report,  not  only  showing  the  conditions  as  he 
finds  them,  but  the  equipment  and  appliances  of  the 
house  and  also  any  suggestions  which  he  might  make 
which  would  better  the  service. 

A  report  of  this  kind  returned  to  this  office  puts 
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us  in  direct  touch  with  the  facts  concerning  the  com- 
plaint and  at  the  same  time  aids  in  our  load  record. 

After  installing  this  system  of  investigation  and 
giving  the  same  due  and  thorough  trial  our  com- 
plaints have  decreased  very  materially  as  is  shovirn 
by  the  following  statement :  In  the  last  two  years  the 
complaints  have  fallen  off  from  5  per  cent  down  to  Yz 
of  1  per  cent  of  our  customers  and  this  too,  notwith- 
standing the  fact  that  our  increase  on  meter  sets  has 
raised  from  six  thousand  to   twelve  thousand. 

It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  in  this  department 
we  have  to  deal  with  complaints  of  high  bills,  poor  serv- 
ice, gas  leaks,  setting  or  removing  meters,  re-reading 
of  meters,  opening  and  closing  of  accounts,  testing 
meters  and  answering  by  letter  of  every  complaint  en- 
tered in  this  office  after  the  order  which  has  been  issued 
thereupon  is  returned  to  the  writer.  Now  this  letter 
explains  to  the  customer  just  what  the  conditions  were 
as  reported,  and  it  is  not  a  stereotyped  letter,  but  deals 
with  each  individual  complaint  and  is  signed  in  person 
by  the  writer. 


I 


Emergency    Instruments    in    Investigating    Department. 

In  order  to  meet  the  demands  and  take  care  of  the 
orders  that  are  entered  in  this  office  we  have  a  force 
of  day  men  as  well  as  night  men.  The  night  force  on 
the  electric  side  consists  of  one  night  man  mounted 
on  a  motor  cycle  and  one  with  an  automobile.  For  the 
•gas  we  have  two  gas  night  men  with  steam  automo- 
bile, equipped  with  all  necessary  tools  as  well  as  100 
feet  of  hose  which  can  be  utilized  in  case  the  service 
line  is  choked.  These  men  also  carry  extra  meters. 
Their  office  is  equipped  with  a  complete  telephone 
system,  thus  putting  the  public  in  touch  with  them  at 
all  times.  These  men  make  their  report  before  going 
off  duty  in  the  morning,  thus  putting  this  office  in 
touch  with  what  transpired  during  the  night. 

In  conclusion  I  wish  to  say  that  it  is  the  effort 
of  this  department  to  give  the  public  not  only  satis- 
faction but  perfect  service,  and  that  it  is  not  only  the 
method  and  manner  in  which  this  is  handled  and  what 
is  said  as  much  as  the  way  in  which  it  is  said  and 
the  courteous  treatment  that  our  patrons  receive 
that  is  the  primary  cause  of  our  success — if  we  are 
successful — our  precept  being  that  courtesy  is  a  cheap 
commodity,  and  that  we  attempt  to  be  men  among 
men. 


PRIMER  OF  APPLIED  THERMODYNAMICS. 

Sixth  Lecture. 

Boiler  Efficiency  and  Factor  of  Evaporation. 

In  our  last  lecture  we  looked  somewhat  into  the 
theory  of  perfect  gases,  and  found  the  laws  under 
which  they  act  and  the  consequent  engineering  com- 
putations which  can  be  made.  Before  entering  deeper 
into  considerations  of  work  and  other  thermodynamic 
relationships,  it  will  be  well  for  us  to  go  back  again  to 
our  studies  in  combustion,  and  still  further  see  how 
the  heat  is  made  use  of  after  combustion  takes  place. 
We  have  found  that  where  1  lb.  of  pure  carbon  is  con- 
verted into  carbon  dioxide,  14,600  B.t.u.  are  liberated, 
and  in  the  formation  of  carbon  monoxide  only  4450 
B.t.u  are  given  out.    Hence  if 

W  =  weight  of  gas  formed  per  lb.  of  carbon, 

K  =    mean  specific  heat, 

T  —  t  =  elevation  of  temperature  produced,  then 

14,600 

T  —  t  = for  combustion  to  carbon  dioxide,  and 

WK 

4450 

T  —  t  = for  combustion  to  carbon  monoxide. 

WK 

Hence  it  is  evident  that  if  too  much  air  is  supplied 
to  the  furnace,  although  all  of  the  carbon  may  be 
burned  as  carbon  dioxide,  yet  the  cooling  effect 
brought  about  by  enlarging  W  will  reduce  the  tem- 
perature. On  the  other  hand,  when  too  little  air  is 
admitted,  carbon  monoxide  is  formed  instead  of  car- 
bon dioxide,  and  again  the  temperature  is  not  only 
lowered  but  much  heating  value  of  the  coal  or  fuel 
goes  out  of  the  stack.  The  amount  of  air  theoreti- 
cally required  to  burn  one  pound  of  coal  is 

I 

0 

11.52  C-f  34.56  (H )  -{-4.32  S, 

8 

where  C,  H,  O,  and  S  are  the  proportionate  parts  by 
analysis  of  the  carbon,  hydrogen,  oxygen,  and  sul- 
phur in  the  fuel. 

The  mechanical  device  made  use  of  to  supply  a 
proper  quantity  of  air  for  combustion  and  to  trans- 
fer the  heat  so  formed  into  evaporated  water  or  steam 
it  known  as  a  boiler.  It  is  not  the  purpose  of  this 
lecture  to  go  into  the  makeup  of  the  modern  boiler. 
If  the  reader  desires  to  refresh  his  mind,  a  descrip- 
tion of  an  efficiency  type  of  boiler  will  be  found  else- 
where in  the  pages  of  this  Journal  in  an  account  of 
a  test  performed  on  a  Parker  boiler  by  R.  F.  Cheva- 
lier, consulting  engineer. 

Boilers  are  usually  rated  by  the  number  of  pounds 
of  water  they  can  evaporate  per  hour.  In  1876  it  was 
found  that  a  one-horse  power  engine  required,  as  a 
rule,  a  boiler  of  such  capacity  as  could  evaporate  34j4 
lb.  of  water  per  hour  from  212°  F.  into  steam  at  212°  F. 
In  our  last  lecture  we  found  that  by  experiment  it  has 
been  proven  that  it  requires  970.4  B.t.u.  to  evaporate 


'A  resume,  devoid  of  higher  mathematics,  covering  the 
essentials  of  a  series  of  lectures  now  being  given  by  the  editor 
of  this  Journal  before  the  Senior  Mechanical  Engineering 
students  at  the  University  of  California. 
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1  lb.  of  water  from  212°  F.  into  saturated  steam  at 
212°  F.  We  have  also  found  that  one  B.t.u.  representb 
778  ft.  lb.  of  energy.     Hence, 

1   boiler  horsepower  =  34.5  X  970.4  X  778  =  26,- 
000,000  ft.  lb.  per  hr. 

According  to  our  usual  mechanical  definition,  one 
horsepower  is  such  a  power  as  can  perform  33,000  ft. 
lb.  of  work  per  minute  or  1,980,000  ft.  lb.  per  hour. 
By  comparing  this  with  the  boiler  horsepower  above 
defined,  it  is  seen  that  in  reality  one  boiler  horsepower 
is  equivalent  to  about  13  mechanical  horsepower.  In 
a  word,  in  1876  when  this  definition  was  first  made, 
there  was  the  enormous  loss  of  13  times  the  energy 
formed  in  the  boiler  to  that  actually  given  out  from 
the  steam  engine.  Efficiencies  have  increased  greatly 
since  then,  but  even  with  all  our  modern  refinements, 
we  shall  later  find  that  a  great  gap  still  exists,  due  to 
certain  thermodynamic  laws. 

A  modern  boiler  does  not  simply  perform  the 
function  of  evaporating  water  from  212°  F.  to 
steam  at  212°  F.  As  we  have  previously  seen, 
it  is  necessary  first  to  heat  the  water  to  the 
evaporation  point,  which,  in  modern  practice, 
is  far  different  from  212°  F.  After  heating  it  to 
the  evaporation  or  boiling  point,  it  is  then  necessary 
to  supply  the  heat  of  vaporization,  which  is  in  general 
different  from  the  970.4  B.t.u.  required  at  212°  F.  at 
atmospheric  pressure.  Then,  again,  if  our  boiler  has 
a  superheater,  it  is  necessary  to  supply  heat  per  lb. 
of  steam  in  an  amount  equal  to  the  product  of  the  spe- 
cific heat  and  the  range  of  temperature  of  superheat. 
Therefore  in  order  to  compare  boilers,  one  with  the 
other,  it  is  necessary  to  reduce  their  water  evaporat- 
ing qualities  to  a  standard,  and  this  standard  is  the 
quantitative  amount  of  water  that  the  same  amount 
of  heat  would  evaporate  into  steam  were  the  water 
all  at  212°  F.  and  the  steam  so  formed  remain  at 
212°  F.  The  ratio  of  the  total  quantity  of  heat  ab- 
sorbed by  the  steam  per  pound  from  the  time  it  enters 
the  boiler  as  feed  water  to  that  quantity  of  heat  neces- 
sary to  evaporate  water  from  212°  F.  to  steam  ai 
212°  F.  is  called  the  factor  of  evaporation,  or 


factor  of  evaporation  ^ 


H— h 


970.4 


H  =  total  heat  in  steam  and  liquid  above  32°  F. 
h  =  total  heat  in  feed  water  above  32°  F. 

As  an  example  of  how  to  compute  this  factor  of 
evaporation  in  any  given  case  let  us  take  the  test 
of  the  Parker  boiler  above  referred  to  as  appearing 
elsewhere  in  this  issue  of  the  Journal.  It  is  seen 
that  in  the  test  of  Jan.  5,  1911,  the  temperature  of 
the  feed  water  entering  the  boiler  was  165°  F,  that 
the  pressure  gauge  read  178.5  lb.,  and  that  the  final 
temperature  of  the  superheated  steam  was  539°  F. 

By  reference  to  the  diagram  of  properties  of 
steam  presented  herewith,  let  us  find  the  properties 
of  steam  for  this  particular  case.  Let  us  begin  at 
the  upper  heading  entitled  "Absolute  Pressure."  As 
our  pressure  is  in  lbs.  per  sq.  in.  gauge,  immediately 
beneath  this  heading  we  find  178.5  lb.  pressure  per 
sq.  in.  Following  a  vertical  line,  we  find  that  cor- 
responding to   178.5   lb.   pressure  per  sq.   in.   gauge, 


the  absolute  pressure  is  193.2,  and  the  temperature 
of  the  saturated  steam  is  379°.  Hence  the  superheat 
ig  539  —  379=160°.  Dropping  further  down  along 
the  vertical  line,  we  find  the  latent  heat  of  the  sat- 
urated steam  is  847.2  B.t.u.,  and  the  total  heat  is  1197.2 
B.t.u.  Still  further  down  along  the  line  vertically, 
we  find  an  intersection  of  our  vertical  line  with  a 
horizontal  line  marked  160°  for  superheat.  Following 
to  the  right  between  the  curved  lines,  we  finally  read 
on  the  extreme  right,  1288  B.t.u.  for  the  total  heat 
of  the  superheated  steam  under  the  conditions  of  this 
test.  This  is  remarkably  accurate  for  the  purposes  of 
our  present  computation.  Since  the  feed  water  is  at 
165°  F.,  its  liquid  heat  is  165  • — 32,  or  133  B.t.u.  Hence 
for  our  factor  of  evaporation  in  this  illustration,  we 
have   ' 

H  — h 
factor  of  evaporation  = 


970.4 


1288  —  133      1155 


=  1.19 


970.4 


970.4 


Since  this  boiler  during  eight  hours  evaporated 
156.974  lb.  from  165°  F.  into  steam  at  539°  F.  super- 
heated 160°,  the  same  boiler  evaporating  water  from 
212°  F.  into  steam  at  212°  F.,  would  evaporate 

156,974  X  1.19=186,799  lb. 

In  one  hour  it  would  evaporate 


186,799 


=  23,350 


8 

Hence  its  horsepower  according  to  our  definition 


23,350 


34.5 


:  676.7 


Let  us  next  compute  the  efficiency. 

During  the  eight  hour  test,  11,699  lb.  of  oil  were 
consumed,  and  by  analysis  the  oil  gave  out  18,513 
B.t.u  for  every  lb.  consumed.  Hence  total  B.t.u.  given 
out  by  fuel 

=  11,699  X  18,513 

During  the  eight  hrs.  test  156,974  lb.  of  steam  were 
formed  at  539°  F.,  and  for  every  pound  so  formed, 
we  have  found  it  required  1155  B.t.u.  Hence  total 
B.t.u.  put  into  the  steam 

=  156,974  X  1155. 
Efficiency  is  defined  as  the  ratio  of  energy  trans- 
mitted to  the  steam  to  the  total  energy  given  out  by 
the  fuel.    Hence  the  efficiency  for  this  boiler  is 

156,974  X  1155 

=  83.6%. 

11,699  X  18,513 

The  student  following  this  series  of  lectures  is 
requested  to  keep  the  steam  chart  embodied  in  this 
lecture,  for  it  will  be  found  exceedingly  useful  not 
only  in  solution  of  such  problems  of  the  boiler  as 
illustrated  above,  but  for  many  other  applications 
in  succeeding  lectures. 
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Should  the  student  desire  to  compute  the  total 
heat  of  superheated  steam  without  the  use  of  a  chart 
he  should  proceed  in  the  following  manner.  In  a  pre- 
vious lecture  we  have  found  that  the  total  heat  of  sat- 
urated steam  is 

H  =  1150.4 -I- 0.3745    (t  — 212) —0.000550    (t  — 212)= 

In  case  the  steam  is  superheated  it  is  necessary 
for  us  to  add  an  additional  amount  of  heat  to  this 
formula  equal  to  the  product  of  the  mean  specific  heat 
of  superheated  steam  for  the  range  under  consider- 
tion  and. the  number  of  degrees  of  superheat.  Hence 
our  formula  becomes 

Hs  =  1150.4 -f  0.3745  (t  — 212)  —0.000550  (t  =  212)= 
+  k  (T-t) 
where  H,  =  total  heat  of  superheated  steam, 

t  =  temperature  of  saturated  steam  at  boiler 
pressure, 
T  =  temperature  of  superheated  steam, 
k  =  mean  specific  heat  of  superheated  steam.. 

The  only  quantity  that  is  variable  and  difficult 
to  arrive  at  in  the  above  is  the  proper  value 
of  k.  Formerly  it  was  thought  that  k  was  a  con- 
stant having  a  value  of  0.48.  Recent  experiments 
have  shown  this  to  be  far  from  the  truth.  The  fol- 
lowing table  taken  from  Peabody's  Steam  and .  En- 
tropy Tables  represents  results  compiled  from  the 
exhaustive  tests  of  Knoblauch  and  Jakob,  from  which 
the  value  of  k  is  easily  gotten. 

Let  us  find  the  total  heat  of  superheated  steam  in 
the  problem  above  solved  by  use  of  the  diagrams. 
Since  the  abs.  pressure  in  lb.  per  in.  was  193.2,  I 
look  under  column  headed  14  and  find  199.1,  which 
is  as  near  a  value  as  I  can  find  without  interpolation. 
Looking  vertically  downward  I  find  0.55  at  the  inter- 
section of  a  horizontal  line  from  572°  F.  superheat, 
which  is  the  temperature  nearest  the  value  of  the 
test. 

Hence  I  proceed  as  follows : 

t  =  379,  T  =539,  k  =  0.55 
.•.H,=  1150.4 -f  0.3745  (379  —  212)  —0.00055  (379  — 
212)= +  0.55    (539  —  379) 

^=  1285.6  B.t.u.  per  lb.  of  superheated  steam. 

This  value  is  seen  to  differ  by  only  J^  of  one  per 
cent  from  the  value  picked  from  the  chart.  By  inter- 
pretation in  the  table  of  superheated  steam  the  value 
of  k  is  more  nearly  .56  than  .55.  Hence  it  is  seen  that 
the  two  values  even  more  nearly  conform. 

But  one  equation  now  remains  and  we  can  be 
independent  of  steam  tables  if  we  so  desire.  We  need 
some  empiracal  rule  by  which  we  can  compute  the 
temperature  of  saturated  steam  when  the  pressure 
is  given.    In  Power,  March  8,  1910,  we  find  that 


t  =  200  p  '/«— 101 
in  which  t  is  in  Fahrenheit  degrees  and  p  the 
pressure  in  lb.  per  sq.  in.  From  this  let  us  confirm 
the  above  relation  that  178.5  gauge  or  193.2  absolute 
pressure  exists  when  saturated  steam  is  at  379°  F. 
Substituting 
t=200  (193.2)  '^0-  101  =  200  X  2.405  —  101  =380°  F. 

The  correct  temp,  is  379°  H.  Hence  there  is  an 
error  of  only  about  j^  of  one  per  cent. 

A  diagram  supplying  the  thus  far  missing  infor- 
mation of  liquid  heat  of  steam  will  appear  in  the 
next  lecture,  thus  completing  all  tables  necessary  in 
steam  computation. 

Thermotwisters. 

1.  In  the  test  of  the  Parker  boiler  found  elsewhere  in  these 
columns  during  a  ten-hour  run  180,240  lb.  of  water  were  evapo- 
rated from  a  feed  water  temperature  of  123.4°  F.  to  super- 
heated steam  at  561.2°  F.,  the  boiler  pressure  being  179.7  lb.  per 
in.   (gaug'e).    What  is  the  factor  of  evaporation? 

2.  From  the  data  given  in  problem  1,  compute  the  horse- 
power rating  of  the   boiler. 

3.  During  the  same  test  mentioned  in  problem  1,  14,093 
lb.  of  oil  were  consumed.  The  oil  has  0.6%  water.  The  calorific 
value  of  the  dry  oil  per  lb.  is  1S,6S1  B.t.u.  by  analysis,  show  that 
the  efficiency  of  tlie  boiler  was  83.13%  under  tlie  test  re- 
ferred to. 

4.  A  pressure  gauge  reads  179.7  lb.  per  sq.  in.  Wliat  is 
the  temperature  of  the  saturated  steam  in  the  boiler.  Compute 
by   the    empiracal   formula   given    above. 

Soloution   of  Thermotwisters — Third   Lecture. 

1.  California  oil  has  a  specific  gravity  of  0.92  and  it  is 
found  to  contain  5%  moisture.  Apply  Le  Conte's  formula  and 
compute  the  calorific  value  per  pound  of  oil. 

We  must  first  compute  what  specific  gravity  the  oil  would 
have  were  no  water  present. 

Let  x^  specific  gravity  of  oil  free  from  water. 
Then,    .05 -|- .95  x  =  .92 
.95x=:.87 

or  x=:.916. 
Relationship  on  Beaume  scale  and  specific  gravity  is 

140  140 

B  ^ 130    or   B=: 130  =  22.8 

sp.  gr.  .916 

Since  B.t.u.  per  lb.  of  oil  =-.17680  +  60  B,  we  have 
Calorific   value    of    oil  =:  17680 -f  60  x  22.8  =  19,048    B.t.u.      Ans. 

2.  A  sample  of  Pocahontas  coal  is  found  by  chemical  anal- 
ysis to  contain  the  following  ingredients: 

Carbon     84.87 

Hydrogen     4.20 

Oxygen    2.84 

Nitrogen     0.85 

Sulphur    0.59 

Ash    5.89 

Moisture    0.76 

100.00 

Compute  by  Dulong's  formula  the  calorific  value  of  the 
coal   per    pound    of   fuel. 

Substituting  in  Dulong's  formula  we  have 

0 
Heating  value  of  fuel  per  lb.  =  14,600  C -1-  62,000  (H )+  4000  S 

.0284 

=  14,600  X  -8487  -|-  62,000    (.0120 )  -|-  4000  X  .0059  =  14,790 

S 

Ana. 


p  Kg.  per  Sq  Cm.  abs.        1 

p  lbs.  per  Sq.  In.  abs  14.2 

ts  Cent.  99° 

ts  Fahr.  210° 

212°  100°  0.463 

302°  150°  0.462 

392°  200°  0.462 

482°  250°  0.463 

572°  300°  0.464 

652°  350°  0.468 

762°  400°  0.473 


MEAN  SPECIFIC    HEAT  OF  SUPERHEATED    STE.'VM. 

2                   4                     6  8  10                 12                  14 

28.4  56.9              85.3  1138°            H2.2            170.6            199.1 

120°  143°            158°  169°              179°             187°              194° 

248°  289°            316°  336°             350°             368°             381° 


0.478 
0.475 
0.474 
0.475 
0.477 
0.481 


0.515 
0.502 
0.435 
0.492 
0.492 
0.494 


0.530 
0.514 
0.505 
0.503 
0.504 


O.5C0 
0.532 
0.517 
0.512 
0.512 


0.597 
0.552 
0.530 
0.522 
0.520 


0.635 
0.570 
0.541 
0.529 
0.526 


0.677 
0.588 
0.550 
0.536 
0.531 


16 
227.5 
200° 
392° 


0.609 
0.561 
0.543 
0.537 


IS 
256.0 
206° 
403° 


0.635 
0.572 
0.550 
0.542 


20  abs 
284.4  abs. 
211°  sat. 
412°   sat. 


0.664 
0.585 
0.557 
0.547 
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An  efficiency  of  83%  is  remarkable  as  boiler  tests 
run.  Elsewhere  in  these  columns  will  be  found  the  be- 
ginning of  an  article  dealing 
Boiler  with  a  boiler  test  performed  during 

Efficiencies  the  year  at  the  Fruitvale  station  of 

the  Southern  Pacific  Company's 
plant  in  Oakland.  The  actual  test  results  will  be  pub- 
lished in  the  next  issue  of  the  Journal.  The  efficiency 
as  found  from  the  first  test  proved  to  be  83.6%,  while 
a  test  performed  some  weeks  later  showed  an  effi- 
ciency of  83.13%.  Both  are  remarkable  results  and 
show  the  wonderful  degree  of  perfection  modern 
boiler  design  can  accomplish. 

During  the  test,  data  were  taken  to  determine  the 
weight  of  steam  required  in  atomization  of  the  oil  per 
pound  of  oil  consumed.  It  is  to  be  hoped  many  other 
similar  tests  may  be  performed  in  the  near  future 
along  the  same  lines,  in  order  that  considerable  data 
may  be  amassed  relative  to  steam  used  in  atomization. 
A  saving  of  steam  at  the  burner  means  just  so  much 
energy  retained  in  the  boiler.  The  economic  saving 
of  this  steam  is  not  usually  considered  in  boiler  effi- 
ciencies, but  it  is  evident  that  a  saving  in  the  use  of 
steam  for  atomization  means  the  raising  of  the  effi- 
ciency of  the  boiler  so  far  as  dollars  and  cents  are  con- 
cerned for  costs  in  generating  power. 


It  takes  very  little  stretch  of  imagination  for  us 
to  form  a  mental  picture  of  the  good  old  days  of  yore, 
California's  when  our  forefathers  lived  in  caves 

Proposed  in  the  mountains,  and,  by  means  of 

Amendment  brute  prowess  of  the  one  over  the 

No.  47.  other,  kept  under  control  not  only 

the  worldly  possessions  of  a  neighbor,  but  even  his 
very  physical  life  and  happiness.  As  a  rule,  the  man 
of  great  physical  strength  must  have  held  sway  over 
the  brother  of  smaller  stature.  Undoubtedly  this 
state  of  affairs  existed  until  the  smaller  brother  com- 
bined with  another  small  brother,  so  that  by  the 
united  effort  of  the  two,  the  larger  brother  was  made 
the  vassal.  And  so  the  conditions  of  society  were 
gradually  built  up  until  groups  of  individuals  formed 
combinations  against  other  groups,  and  the  stronger 
held  sway  over  the  weaker  group. 

Finally,  for  the  good  of  society,  it  was  recognized 
that  property  and  vested  rights  of  the  individual  must 
be  protected  against  all  intruders,  and,  by  means  of  the 
body  politic  of  the  state,  society  so  forced  this  idea 
upon  the  components  of  a  government  that  it  has  be- 
come impregnated  in  the  very  life  of  all  self-ruling 
peoples.  As  a  fundamental  axiom  or  postulate  of  the 
human  makeup,  however,  it  must  be  recognized  that 
what  society  has  at  one  time  decreed  society  may  at 
some  future  period  after  long  stages  of  evolution  en- 
tirely reverse. 

We  say  we  are  free,  that  we  have  liberties  which 
society  cannot  take  from  us.  We  are  free,  and  we  have 
liberties  which  society  cannot  take  from  us,  as  long  as 
society  so  rules.  For  instance,  society  may  rule  to-day 
that  a  certain  class  of  undesirable  individuals  shall 
be  put  to  death,  while  to-morrow,  society  may  rule 
that  no  individuals  shall  suffer  capital  punishment. 

The  unprecedented  industrial  development  of  the 
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world  during  the  past  twenty-five  years  has  forced 
upon  the  thinking  public  new  ideas  which  would  have 
been  so  startling  twenty-five  years  ago  that  then,  they 
would  have  been  regarded  as  dangerously  revolution- 
ary in  character.  The  general  good  and  well-being 
of  human  society,  however,  has  demanded  it.  The 
fallacious  idea  that  property  interests  and  property 
rights  are,  like  the  powers  of  medieval  mon- 
archs,  of  divine  right,  has  been  seriously  ques- 
tioned by  thinking  men,  who  control  the  final 
decrees  and  dictates  of  society.  The  rise  of  combi- 
nations, strong  enough  in  their  power  to  shake  and 
shape  the  destinies  of  nations,  has  added  fuel  to  the 
thinking  mind.  The  trend  of  industrial  affairs  and  of 
our  modern  mode  of  living,  however,  has  been  the 
critical  factor  to  ripen  the  fruits  of  this  thought.  The 
growth  of  populous  cities  congested  into  small  areas, 
necessitating  for  the  very  breath  of  life,  a  perfect  and 
smooth-running  industrial  machinery,  makes  the  issue 
in  some  cases  a  life  and  death  struggle.  Close  down 
our  railwa3'S,  shut  off  our  electric  power  generation, 
demolish  or  imperfectly  operate  our  water  supply  for 
a  brief  month,  and  we  defy  anyone  to  foretell  the  out- 
come. So  deeply  have  the  transportation  facilities,  the 
water  service,  the  light  and  heat  service,  and  the  thou- 
sand daily  human  necessities  of  modern  life  become 
impregnated  in  our  daily  life,  the  very  v.'ell-being  of 
human  society  is  at  stake. 

There  is  a  realization  of  the  great  human  interests 
at  issue,  and  throughout  our  nation  is  heard  a  popular 
demand,  and  a  rightful  demand,  too,  for  a  supervision 
of  the  great  human  necessities.  Like  all  other  great 
movements,  its  first  days  of  conception  were  stormy 
ones,  with  the  demands  of  society  pitted  on  the  one 
side  crying  for  unfair  and  impossible  legislation,  and 
the  corporate  interests  on  the  other  side,  ugly  and  un- 
approachable. We  have  now  arrived  at  the  second 
period — a  period  of  results  and  understandings  accom- 
plished. 

In  the  older  States,  where  fair-minded  and  reason- 
able men  have  controlled  the  actions  of  the  Public 
Service  Commission,  the  public,  including  the  cor- 
poration sentiment,  is  overwhelmingly  in  favor  of  the 
commission  form  of  control  for  public  service  corpor- 
ations. It  is  an  attribute  of  the  thinking  human  being, 
distinguishing  him  from  other  members  of  the  ver- 
■  tebrate  family,  the  ox,  the  cow,  the  mule  and  the  ass, 
that  in  his  calm,  self-possessed  moods,  he  can  deal  out 
absolute  justice  to  his  fellow  men. 

The  agitation  now  going  on  among  the  voters  of 
the  great  State  of  California  concerning  certain  con- 
stitutional amendments  soon  to  be  decided  at  the 
polls,  is  worthy  of  more  than  passing  mention.  The 
details  of  amendment  No.  47  can  be  found  elsewhere 
in  the  columns  of  this  journal.  We  believe  in  proper 
control  by  a  public  service  commission.  We  believe 
that  this  control  should  be  specific,  direct,  and  so 
worded  that  no  misconstruction  is  possible,  but,  above 
all,  we  believe  that  when  once  granted,  municipalities 
as  well  as  private  corporations  should  be  brought 
within  the  fold  of  supervision. 

The  amendment,  as  proposed,  has  certain  ugly 
features  in  its  makeup.  From  the  days  that  Virgi! 
sang  his  pretty  song  in  the  7\eneid,  men  have  known 


and  understood  thaf'variabile  et  mutabile  mulier  est" — 
fickle  and  changeable  is  the  mind  of  woman.    But  read 
what  exquisite  fickleness  and  changeableness  it  is  pro- 
posed to  allow  the  municipalities  of  California: 
Senate   Constitutional   Amendment   No.   47,   a   resolu- 
tion proposing  to  the  people  of  the  State  of  Cali- 
fornia   an    amendment    to    section    twenty-three    of 
article    twelve    of    the    constitution  of  the  State  of 
California,  to  confer  upon  the  railroad  commission 
power  and  jurisdiction  to  regulate  and  control  the 
business  of  furnishing  certain  commodities  and  per- 
forming certain  services  to  or  for  the  public. 

[Adopted  March  2S,  1911] 

The  legislature,  of  the  State  of  California,  at  its  regular 
session,  commencing  on  the  second  day  of  January,  one  thou- 
sand nine  hundred  and  eleven,  two-thirds  of  all  the  members 
elected  to  each  of  the  t"wo  houses  of  said  legislature  voting  in 
favor  thereof,  hereby  proposes  to  the  people  of  the  State  of 
California  that  section  twenty-three  of  article  twelve  of  the 
constitution  of  the  State  of  California  be  amended  so  as  to 
read  as  follo"ws:  * 

Sec.  23.  Every  private  corporation,  and  every  indi\'idual 
or  association  of  individuals,  owning,  operating,  managing,  or 
controlling  any  commercial  railroad,  interurban  railroad, 
street  railroad,  canal,  pipe  line,  plant,  or  equipment,  or  any 
part  of  such  railroad,  canal,  pipe  line,  plant  or  equipment 
within  this  State,  for  the  transportation  or  conveyance  of  pas- 
sengers, or  express  matter,  or  freight  of  any  kind,  including 
crude  oil,  or  for  the  transmission  of  teleplione  or  telegraph 
messages,  or  for  the  production,  generation,  transmission  deliv- 
ery or  furnishing  of  heat  light,  "water  or  power  or  for  the  fur- 
nishing of  storage  or  wharfage  facilities,  either  directly  or 
indirectly,  to  or  for  the  public,  and  every  common  carrier,  is 
hereby  declared  to  be  a  public  utility  subject  to  such  control 
and  regulation  by  the  railroad  commission  as  may  be  provided 
by  the  legislature,  and  every  class  of  private  corporations, 
individuals,  or  associations  of  individuals  hereafter  declared 
by  the  legislature  to  be  public  utilities  shall  likewise  be  subject 
to    such    control    and    regulation. 

The  railroad  commission  shall  have  and  exercise  sucli  power 
and  jurisdiction  to  supervise  and  regulate  public  utilites.  in 
the  State  of  California,  and  to  fix  the  rates  to  be  charged  for 
commodities  furnished,  or  services  rendered  by  public  utilities 
as  shall  be  conferred  upon  it  by  the  legislature,  and  the  right 
of  the  legislature  to  confer  powers  upon  the  railroad  commis- 
sion respecting  public  utilities  is  hereby  declared  to  be  plenary 
and  to  be  unlimited  by  any  provision   of   this  constitution. 

Prom  and  after  the  passage  by  the  legislature  of  laws  con- 
ferring powers  upon  the  railroad  commission  respecting  public 
utilities,  all  powers  respecting  such  public  utilities  vested  in 
boards  of  supervisors,  or  municipal  councils,  or  other  govern- 
ing bodies  of  the  several  counties,  cities  and  counties,  cities  and 
towns,  in  this  State,  or  in  any  commission  created  by  law 
and  existing  at  the  time  of  the  passage  of  such  laws,  shall  cease 
so  far  as  such  powers  shall  conflict  with  the  powers  so  con- 
ferred upon  the  railroad  commission;  provided,  however,  that 
this  section  shall  not  affect  such  powers  of  control  over 
any  public  utility  vested  in  any  city  and  county,  or  incorpo- 
rated city  or  town  as,  at  an  election  to  be  held  pursuant  to 
laws  to  be  passed  hereafter  by  the  legislature,  a  majority 
of  the  qualified  electors  voting  thereon  of  such  city  and 
county,  or  incorporated  city  or  town,  shall  vote  to  retain,  and 
until  such  election  such  powers  shall  continue  unimpaired: 
but  if  the  vote  so  taken  shall  not  favor  the  continuation  of 
such  powers  they  shall  thereafter  vest  in  the  railroad  com- 
mission as  provided  by  law;  and  provided,  further  that  where 
any  such  city  and  county  or  incorporated  city  or  town  shall 
have  elected  to  continue  any  powers  respecting  public  utilities. 
It  may,  by  vote  of  a  majority  of  its  qualified  electors  voting 
thereon,  thereafter  surrender  such  powers  to  the  railroad  com- 
mission in  the  manner  to  be  prescribed  by  the  legislature:  or  It 
such  municipal  corporation  shall  have  surrendered  any  powers 
to  the  railroad  commission,  it  may,  by  like  vote,  thereafter  rein- 
vest  itself  with  such  power. 

Nothing  in  this  section  shall  be  construed  as  a  limitation 
upon  any  power  conferred  upon  the  railroad  commission  by 
any  provision  of  this  constitution  now  existing  or  adopted  con- 
currently herewith. 

The  good  of  California  demands  commission  regu- 
lation. Let  us  make  this  regulation  uniform  and  se- 
cure. An  amendment  that  allows  a  municipality  to  be 
regulated  of  its  own  free  will  by  a  commission  to-day 
and,  should  the  shoes  pinch  on  to-morrow,  to  with- 
draw within  itself,  is  not  only  unfair  to  our  public 
service  corporations,  but  a  danger  to  stability  in  the 
government  of  our  commonwealth. 
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PERSONALS. 

Hal.  Lauritzen,  western  field  manager  for  the  Holophane 
Company,   is   at   San   Francisco. 

P.  C.  Butte,  manager  of  the  Butte  Engineering  and  Con- 
struction Company  of  San  Francisco,  is  at  Vancouver,  B.  C. 

H.  E.  Sanderson,  Pacific  Coast  manager  for  the  Bryant 
Electric  Company,  is  at  Los  Angeles. 

W.  L.  Goodwin,  vice-president  of  the  Pacific  States  Elec- 
tric Company,  is  at  Los  Angeles  on  a  business  trip. 

Charles  L.  Turner  has  been  made  assistant  manager  of 
the  Los  Angeles  house  of  the  American  Ever  Ready  Com- 
pany. 

H.  F.  Froesch  of  the  Federal  Electric  Sign  Company,  died 
at  San  Francisco  on  September  27th.  Interment  will  be  at 
Chicago. 

Lee  C.  Moore  of  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  builder  of  transmission 
line  towers,  is  visiting  the  Pacific  Coast,  now  being  in  Los 
Angeles. 

H.  Bostwick,  secretary  to  John  A.  Britton  of  the  Pacific 
Gas  &  Electric  Company,  is  on  his  way  to  Honolulu  for  a 
two  weelrc'  vacation. 

J.  W.  Swaren  is  conducting  a  department  of  the  Town 
and  Country  Journal  of  San  Francisco  devoted  to  the  applica- 
tion of  power  to  farming. 

J.  H.  Clover  has  resigned  his  connection  with  the  Holo- 
phane Company  to  become  sales  engineer  with  the  Pacific 
States  Electric  Company. 

J.  A.  Vandergrift,  manager  of  the  Oakland  warehouse 
of  the  National  Electric  Lamp  Association,  has  returned  from 
a  trip  through  the  Northwest. 

J.  P.  Edwards,  the  electrical  and  mechanical  engineer 
of  the  Northern  Electrical  Railway  Company,  of  Chico,  was 
at  San  Francisco  during  the  past  week. 

Frank  H.  Morgan,  an  electrical  engineer  of  Liverpool,  Eng- 
land, has  been  spending  a  few  days  at  San  Francisco,  while 
looking  over  the  principal  electric  transmission  systems  of  this 
country. 

A.  L.  Collins,  formerly  assistant  engineer  with  the  Sac- 
ramento Valley  Irrigation  Company  at  Willows,  Cal.,  is  now 
with  Duryea,  Haehl  &  Gilman,  consulting  engineers,  at  San 
Francisco. 

John  S.  Baker,  Pacific  Coast  district  manager  of  Cromer- 
Wheeler  Company,  has  returned  to  San  Francisco,  after 
visitlnr;  Los  Angeles  en  business  connected  with  a  hydro- 
electric  project. 

John  L.  McCandless,  president  of  the  Hawaiian  Elec- 
tric Company,  Ltd.,  of  Honolulu,  passed  through  San  Fran- 
cisco during  the  past  week,  on  his  way  from  the  Islands  to 
the  Northwest. 

S.  E.  Doane,  chief  engineer  of  the  National  Electric  Lamp 
Association,  is  making  a  Pacific  Coast  trip.  Te  spent  the  past 
week  in  the  Northwest  and.  after  visiting  Southern  Califor- 
nia will  return  East. 

J.  P.  Bradner  was  married  at  San  Francisco  on  September 
27  to  Mrs.  M.  L.  Luce.  Mr.  Bradner's  many  friends  among 
the  engineers  and  power  companies  of  the  Coast  are  offering 
him  their  most  sincere  congratulations. 

Malcolm  Mclntyre,  general  superintendent  of  the  San 
Francisco,  Vallejo  &  Napa  Valley  Railway  Company,  and 
George  A.  Hearn,  the  company's  chief  electrician,  were  re- 
cent arrivals  at  San  Francisco  from  Napa. 

John  Plnnegan,  the  purchasing  agent  of  the  United 
Railroads  of  Sar.  Francisco,  will  attend  the  National  Street 
Railway  Convention  at  Atlantic  City  next  week.  S.  K.  Colby, 
of  Pierson,  Roeding  &  Co.,  will  also  be  in  attendance. 


J.  B.  Ingersoll  recently  resigned  as  chief  engineer  of 
the  Spokane  &  Inland  Empire  Railroad  Company  at  Spo- 
kane, Wash.,  to  accept  a  similar  position  with  the  British 
Columbia  Electric  Railway  Company  at  Vancouver,  B.  C. 

Chas.  E.  Hearn,  city  sales  manager  of  the  Electric  Ap- 
pliance Company,  is  retiring  from  that  office  to  represent 
the  company  In  Arizona,  New  Mexico  and  Southern  California. 
Mr.  A.  Meinema  will  succeed  Mr.  Hearn  as  city  sales  man- 
ager. 

John  Coffee  Hays,  general  manager  of  the  Mt.  Whitney 
Power  Company,  is  again  at  San  Francisco  after  visiting 
Visalia  in  connection  with  the  closing  of  contracts  for  addi- 
tional hydroelectric  equipment  at  one  of  the  company's  power 
stations. 

Garnett  Young,  general  manager  of  the  Telephone  Equip- 
ment Company  of  California  has  been  entertaining  a  number 
of  the  company's  sales  managers  at  his  offices  in  the  Security 
Building, during  the  past  week  on  the  occasion  of  their  annual 
meeting. 

W.  S.  Heger,  formerly  representing  the  Allis-Chalmers 
Company,  at  San  Francisco,  returned  to  his  home  in  Marin 
county  a  few  days  ago  after  an  enjoyable  Eastern  trip  dur- 
ing which  he  renewed  old  acquaintanceships  at  Milwaukee 
and  in  Delaware. 

Barle  G.  Alexander,  who  has  been  connected  with  the 
sales  department  of  the  California  Electrical  Construction 
Company,  will  shortly  take  charge  of  the  new  electrical  sup- 
ply house,  which  is  to  be  established  at  633  Howard  street 
by  the  Larbeer  Electrical  Supply  Company  of  Los  Angeles. 

P.  J.  Cram,  sales  manager  of  the  Electric  Appliance 
Company  of  San  Francisco,  will  leave  for  Chicago  next 
week  and  will  spend  a  month  in  visiting  the  various  fac- 
tories represented.  He  will  attend  the  coming  Jovian  Con- 
gress at  Denver,  October  16,  17  and  18,  while  on  his  way 
East. 

Prank  G.  Drum,  president  of  the  Pacific  Gas  and  Electric 
Company,  has  returned  to  San  Francisco  after  spending  some 
days  at  New  York.  He  does  not  officially  confirm  the  rumors 
that  negotiations  are  in  progress  for  the  absorbing  of  the 
Great  Western  Power  Company  and  the  Sierra  and  San  Fran- 
cisco Power  Company. 

C.  W.  Burkett,  electrical  engineer  for  the  Pacific  States 
Telephone  Company,  very  entertainingly  supplemented  Max 
Thelen's  address  on  Public  Service  Commissions  at  the  recent 
San  Francisco  Branch  meeting  of  the  A.  I.  E.  E.,  by  giving 
some  personal  experiences  of  his  pleasant  past  relationship 
with  the  Public  Service  Commission  of  Wisconsin. 

R.  E.  Starkweather,  with  F.  G.  Baum  &  Co.,  has  returned 
to  San  Francisco,  after  looking  over  the  electric  power  trans- 
mission field  around  San  Bernardino.  The  D.  A.  Chappell  in- 
terests are  preparing  to  extend  their  lines  from  Bishop  Creek 
into  that  territory,  and  the  Edison  Electric  of  Los  Angeles 
is  contemplating  a  San  Bernardino  extension  from  the  south. 
C.  E.  Johnson,  who  has  been  sales  manager  of  the  Ameri- 
can Ever  Ready  Company's  San  BYancisoo  factory  for  some 
time,  is  now  in  the  Northwestern  territory,  his  place  being  filled 
temporarily  by  F.  E.  Blanchfield.  The  latter  has  been  ill  dur- 
ing the  past  year,  but  expects  soon  to  be  able  to  return  to  the 
management  of  the  Northwest  branch  of  the  company  at 
Seattle. 

P.  L.  G.  Knox,  consulting  electrical  engineer  for  W.  P. 
Hamon  Company,  read  a  very  interesting  letter  at  the  re- 
cent San  Francisco  Branch  meeting  from  Gano  Dunn,  presi- 
dent of  the  American  Institute  of  Electrical  Engineers.  The 
letter  was  written  while  Mr.  Dunn  was  en  route  to  the  inter- 
national electrical  congress  at  Turin  and  assured  the  San 
Francisco  men  of  his  hearty  and  earnest  co-operation  in  all 
endeavors  to  get  an  international  electrical  congress  at  San 
Francisco  in  1915. 
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G.  C.  Noble,  consulting  engineer  and  assistant  professor 
of  electrical  engineering  at  the  University  of  California,  has 
passed  in  his  resignation  to  the  Regents  of  the  State  institu- 
tion to  accept  a  very  flattering  offer  with  the  Pacific  Gas  and 
Electric  Company.  Mr.  Noble  is  receiving  the  sincere  con- 
gratulations of  his  many  friends. 


ELECTRICAL  CONTRACTORS'  NOTES. 

First  Vice-President  Heilbron  of  San  Diego,  reports 
business  fair  in  his  section  of  the  country. 

Harry  Tittel,  manager  of  the  electrical  department  of 
the  John  G.  Sutton  Co.,  is  spending  a  few  days  at  Vancouver, 
where  he  has  a  number  of  jobs. 

W.  McNally,  secretary  Pasadena  contractors,  spent  a  few 
Pasadena  by  the  W.  A.  McNally  Company  for  the  sum 
nicely  among  the  contractors  in  Pasadena. 

A  large  street  lighting  contract  was  recently  landed  in 
Pasadena  by  the  W.  A.  McNally  Company  for  the  sum 
of  ?15,000.  The  above  figure  includes  lamp  posts  and  un- 
derground wiring  (mimlcipal  system). 

Bill  Hanbridge,  Jr.,  small  son  of  the  secretary  of  the 
State  Electrical  Contractors'  Association,  passed  away,  Sat- 
urday, September  30th,  after  a  two  weeks'  illness  caused  by 
getting  a  nail  in  his  foot  while  at  play  in  the  country.  The 
funeral  and  interment  took  place  at  San  Jose  during  the 
past  week. 


TRADE    NOTES. 


The  Wirt  Electric  Specialty  Company  of  Philadelphia  has 
just  issued  an  attractive  pamphlet  on  "The  Dim-a-Lite."  The 
booklet  is  amusing  in  its  portrayal  of  human  nature. 

The  Butte  Engineering  and  Supply  Company  was  recently 
awarded  a  contract  for  a  special  electric  crane  for  use  at  the 
Mare  Island  Navy  Yard.  It  will  be  a  3-phase  high-speed  trav- 
ling  crane  intended  to  carry  timber  into  the  sawmill  connected 
with  the  yard. 

"Modern  Electric  Lamp  Manufacture  and  Lighting  Econ- 
omies" was  the  subject  of  a  joint  lecture  at  Santa  Cruz,  Cali- 
fornia, on  September  28,  by  Prank  W.  Loomis  of  the  Holo- 
phane  Company,  and  F.  D.  Fagan  of  the  General  Electric  Com- 
pany. This  was  given  under  the  auspices  of  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce  at  the  Unique  Theatre. 

The  Pelton  Water  Wheel  Company  has  taken  a  contract 
to  build  for  the  Mount  Whitney  Power  Company  a  Pelton- 
Francis  turbine  which  is  to  be  direct  connected  to  a  General 
Electric  generator  and  installed  in  the  No.  2  power  station 
near  Visalia,  replacing  three  generating  units  driven  by  three 
wheels.  The  new  wheel  is  rated  at  2250  h.p.  and  will  operate 
under  an  effective  head  of  360  feet  at  720  r.p.in. 

The  Chicago,  Milwaukee  and  St.  Paul,  which  is  already 
operating  approximately  2000  miles  of  track  by  the  telephone 
has  recently  ordered  of  the  Western  Electric  Company  75  tele- 
phone selectors  for  use  on  its  Hastings  and  Dakota  Division. 
Three  circuits  will  be  installed,  the  total  mileage  being  about 
390  miles.  One  circuit  will  run  from  Montevideo,  Minnesota,  to 
Minneapolis,  Minnesota,  with  a  branch  from  Benton  Junc- 
tion to  Farmington  Yards.  There  will  be  twenty-eight  sta- 
tions on  this  circuit  and  the  dispatcher  will  be  located  at 
Montevideo.  A  second  circuit  will  run  from  Aberdeen,  South 
Dakota,  where  the  dispatcher  will  be  located,  to  Mobridge, 
South  Dakota,  a  distance  of  98  miles,  and  will  be  equipped 
with  twelve  stations. 

The  United  States  Reclamation  Service  has  recently  or- 
dered from  the  Westinghouse  Electric  &  Mfg.  Co.,  for  in- 
stallation on  the  Boise  Project,  Idaho,  three  625  k.v.a.,  22,000 


volt,  3-phase  air  blast  type  transformers.  The  government 
has  installed  on  this  project  a  hydroelectric  power  plant  for  ' 
furnishing  energy  to  motor  driven  pumps  used  for  irrigating 
purposes.  As  the  irrigation  season  occupies  only  the  sum- 
mer months,  the  plant  will  be  kept  in  part  operation  during 
the  winter  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  light  to  the  farmer 
and  the  sma-i  towns  on  the  project.  This  company  has  also 
recently  received  a  contract  from  the  United  States  Quarter- 
master's DepL'Ttment,  for  furnishing  the  necessary  trans- 
formers, watlmeters  and  switchboards  for  the  Army  Post 
located  at  Fort  Bliss,  Texas,  and  at  the  Angel  Island  Re- 
cruit Station  near  San  Francisco.  The  Post  is  to  have  an 
electric  lighting  system  installed,  energy  being  purchased 
from  the  local  electric  power  company.  The  apparatus  is 
for  the  purpose  of  distributing,  controlling  and  measuring 
the  current  consumed  in  the  various  buildings  of  these  army 
posts. 


MEETING  NOTICE. 
The  National  Electric  Light  Association  meets  in  Seattle 
next  June  and  an  electrical  exposition  will  be  held  in  Seattle 
at  that  time.  Arrangements  have  been  made  whereby  the 
Armory  will  be  used  for  this  purpose.  Space  will  be  given 
free  of  charge  to  any  one  of  the  electrical  manufacturers  who 
wish  to  exhibit.    No  charge  for  admission  will  be  made. 

The  members  of  the  Seattle  Section  of  the  American  Insti- 
tute of  Electrical  Engineers  met  at  dinner  at  the  Arctic  Club 
on  the  evening  of  September  16.  This  being  the  first  meeting 
after  the  summer  recess,  no  formal  paper  was  presented. 
Secretary  Whitney  reported  the  business  transacted  at  the 
Chicago  national  meeting  and  Chairman  A.  A.  Miller  out- 
lined a  comprehensive  plan  of  action  for  the  next  year.  In  all 
likelihood  a  Pacific  Coast  meeting  will  be  held  at  Seattle 
about  the  time  of  the  National  Electric  Light  Association's 
convention  there. 


BOOK  REVIEWS. 
.Addresses  to  Engineering  Students.  Bv  Waddell  &  Harring- 
ton, consulting  engineers.  Size  6x9^^  inches;  493  nages; 
clear  tvoe.  durable  binding.  Published  by  Waddell  & 
Harrington  of  Kansas  City.  Missouri,  and  for  sale  by 
Technical  Book  Shop,  Rialto  Bldg.,  San  PYancisco. 
Price   $1.00. 

Messrs.  Waddell  &  Harrington,  consulting  engineers, 
have  added  many  noted  engineering  structures  to  the  engi- 
neering art,  but  never  a  more  lasting  monument  could  be 
erected  than  this  interesting  and  helpful  compilation  of  ad- 
dresses to  engineering  students.  Within  its  covers  will  be 
found  addresses  by  such  men  as  Dean  J.  B.  Johnson,  Charles 
W.  Eliot,  Walter  C.  Kerr,  Dugald  C.  Jackson,  Dr.  M.  E. 
Cooley,  the  authors  themselves,  and  a  host  of  others  The 
whole  tone  of  the  book  is  so  wholesome,  so  optimistic,  so 
full  of  the  very  juice  of  life,  an  engineer,  be  he  young  or 
old,  can  ill  afford  not  reading  it. 

Power  Plant  Testina.  By  Professor  J.  A.  Mover.  A  manual 
rf  experimental  engineering;  size  6x9H  inches;  436 
nages;  271  illustrative  figures;  cloth  binding.  Published 
by  McGraw-Hill  Bonk  Company  of  New  York,  and  for 
sale  by  Technical  Book  Shop,  Rialto  Bld.g.,  San  Fran- 
cisco.    Price.  4.00. 

The  author's  long  experience  in  engineering  testing  both 
in  the  technical  colleges  and  in  the  great  industrial  com- 
panies has  made  him  peculiarly  adapted  for  the  production 
of  a  manual  of  testing  suitable  for  the  needs  of  the  students 
and  yet  applicable  also  for  the  engineer  in  the  practice  of 
his  profession.  The  book  discusses  all  the  latest  methods 
for  testing  engines,  turbines,  boilers,  pumps,  refrigerating 
machinery,  fans,  fuels,  and  materials  of  construction.  The 
book  is  an  excellent  college  text-book  and  being  so  recent 
is  indispensable  to  the  testing  engineer. 
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AGUTTER-GRISWOLD   COMPANY'S   NEW   FACTORY. 

Electrical  appliances  of  all  sorts  are  manufactured  by  the 
Agutter-Griswold  Company,  whicli  recently  completed  a  new 
factory  at  the  corner  of  Aloha  and  Howard  streets,  Seattle. 
The  rapid  growth  of  this  concern  demonstrates  the  industrial 
possibilities  of  the  Pacific  Northwest  as  well  as  any  instance 
that  might  be  picked  out.  Starting  in  humble  quarters  about 
four  years  ago,  it  has  expanded  rapidly  until  today  it  is  the 
leading  manufactory  of  its  kind  in  the  West. 

The  Agutter-Griswold  Company's  new  building  consists  of 


1.   Factory  at  Aloha  and  Howard.     2.  Section  of  General  Offices.     3.  View   of   Assembly    Floor,     i.  Plating   Department. 

5.  "View   of  Machine   Shop.  6.  Steel  Box  Department. 

three   stories   and   a   basement.     It   is    a   concrete   structure,  off  4  per  cent,  May  showed  a  slight  gain  and  April  a  falling 

G0xl20  feet,  with  21,000  square  feet  of  floor  space.     The  first  off  of  about  4  per  cent  in  comparison  with  April.     Business 

floor  is  used  for  office  and  storeroom  purposes.     The  heavy  so  far  has  run  at  the  rate  of  about  $66,000,000  for  the  year. 

machinerj'   required    for   punching    and    forming   switch    and  and    as    there    are    only    four    months    left    it    seems    more 

panel  parts  is  housed  on  the  second  floor,  where  some  of  the  than  likely  that  1911  will  rank  as  the  company's  second  larg- 

assembling  work  is  also  done.  est  year,  even  taking   into   consideration   further   decreases, 

Other   machinery   required   in   the   construction   of   steel  which  may  or  may  not  materialize.     On  the  basis  of  gross 

cabinets  is  located  on  the  third  floor.     It  also  accommodates  sales  of  $66,000,000   this  year  would  compare  with   previous 

the  plating,  lacquering  and  polishing  department.     The  build-  years   as   follows: 

ing  is  equipped  with  fireproof  vaults  for  the  storage  of  docu-  Gross  Sales.           Increase.     P.  C. 

ments,  dies  and  expensive  tools  used  In  the  various  manufac-  J^JJ   '..'.'.'.'..'.y. '. '. '. '. '. '. '. '. '.'.'.'.'.'..'.  '^ei'.ooMOO        M.ooo'.ooo        32 

turing  processes.    All  the  machinery  is  electrically  driven.  1909    '.\'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.\'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.\'.'.'.'.       46]ooo>00          is.'ooo^ooo        4(5 

'  1908    32,000,000  t21,000,000        t39 

.  1907    53,000,000  tl6,000,000        t23 

1906    69,000,000  25,000,000  56 

ILLUSTRATIVE  REPORT  FROM  WALL  STREET  JOURNAL  l^o!  '. ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! : ! : !  1 ". ! ! ! ! !      ttToo.loo        IIoSmoS       "e 

In  comparison  with  most  industrials  the  business  of  the      190|   Ig'ooo'ooo  s'ooo'ooo        20 

Western   Electric   Company   is   holding  up   remarkably   well.      1901    .  .'.'.['.'.'.['.'.['.W'.'.W'.'.'.'.W'.       24iooo!ooo  — '■ — 

Although  four  out  of  the  last  five  months  have  shown  a  de-      ^^"^   ^^■°°°'°°°  ~ 

crease  in  gross   business,  the  falling  off  has  been  so  slight  ^  Total   $510,000,000 

that  the  increase  in  the  first  three  months   is   sufficient  to  tolc'rTase.''' 

make  the  whole  eight  months  that  have  elapsed,  show  a  gain  The  falling  off  In  business  has  come  chiefly  from  the  east- 
of  3  per  cent  over  the  corresponding  eight  months  of  1910.  ern  section  of  the  country,  the  south,  the  middle  and  far  west- 
August  was  off  about  3  per  cent  as  compared  with  Au-  tern  territories  showing  improvement  as  compared  with  last 
e;ust,  1910,  July  was  also  off  3  per  cent  from  last  year,  June  year. 
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NEWS  NOTES 


FINANCIAL. 

ALBANY,  ORE. — The  Mayor  will  appoint  a  committee  to 
investigate   tbe   feasibility   of  a   $500,000   water  system. 

LEAVENWORTH,  WASH.— A  $50,000  bond  issue  is  to 
be  submitted  to  the  voters  of  Leavenworth  at  an  early  date. 
The  funds  are  to  pay  for  the  municipal  water  plant. 

GRESHAil,  ORE.— The  Gresham  water  system  bonds 
issue  of  $20,000  has"  been  decided  in  favor  of  the  issue  and 
woik  on  the  water  system  is  to  begin  as  soon  as  possible. 

SACRAMENTO,  CAL.— Ten  of  the  first  consolidated 
mortgage  5  per  cent  bonds  of  the  Sacramento  Electric,  Gas 
&  Railway  Company  will  be  retired  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  the  sinking  fund.  Bids  for  the  sale  of  this 
or  a  similar  number  of  bonds  will  be  received  by  the  Mer- 
cantile Trust  Company  of  San  Francisco,  as  trustee,  prior  to 
noon  of  October  30,  1911. 


I 


ILLUMINATION. 

ABERDEEN,  WASH.— The  City  Council  is  considering 
the  advisability  of  installing  a  municipal  lighting  plant. 

TRACY,  CAL. — An  application  for  a  franchise  to  estab- 
lish a  gas  plant  in  this  city,  has  been  presented  by  H.  P. 
Tillotson,  of  San  Francisco. 

SNOHOMISH,  WASH.— The  local  council  is  conferring 
with  the  Everett  Gas  Company  in  regard  to  the  betterment 
of  the  local  lighting  system. 

THE  DALLES,  ORE. — The  Hydroelectric  Company  of 
Hood  River  is  asking  a  fifty-year  franchise  of  this  place  for 
supplying  the  city  with  light. 

SEATTLE,  WASH.— The  City  of  Seattle  will  erect  an 
$8631  power  plant  at  1179  Eastlake  avenue.  B.  H.  Graff,  601 
American   Bank  Building,   contractor. 

ASHLAND,  ORE.— It  is  probable  that  officials  of  the 
Siskiyou  Power  &  Light  Company  will  submit  a  proposal  to 
this  municipality  for  the  purchase  of  the  municipal  power 
plant. 

THE  DALLES,  ORE.— N.  C.  Evans  of  Hood  River  asked 
for  the  right  and  franchise  to  erect  and  maintain  poles  and 
wires,  and  supply  The  Dalles  with  electricity  for  power  and 
lights. 

WHITTIER,  CAL.— C.  S.  S.  Forney,  president  of  the 
Southern  Counties  Gas  Company,  has  appeared  before  the 
City  Council  and  asked  that  a  gas  franchise  be  advertised 
for  sale. 

WOOLLEY,  WASH.— A  franchise  for  the  Bellingham 
and  Skagit  County  Interurban  Railway  Company,  to  operate 
an  electric  lighting  and  power  station  in  this  city  has  been  ap- 
plied for. 

MEDFORD,  ORE.— The  Southern  Oregon  Electric  Com- 
pany has  received  the  contract  for  a  street  cluster  lighting 
system  at  a  bid  of  $37  per  post  and  28  cents  per  running 
foot  for  wiring. 

TACOMA,  WASH.— Griffin  Wheel  Company  has  awarded 
a  contract  to  Evans-Dickson  Company,  electrical  engineers,  for 
the  installation  of  a  complete  lighting  system  in  their  plant. 
The  work  will  cost  $1500. 

LOS  ANGELES,  CAL.— The  Board  of  Supervisors  has 
awarded  the  contract  for  placing  an  electric  generating  plant 
in  the  Hall  of  Records  to  the  C.  C.  Moore  Engine  Com- 
pany at  their  bid  of  $21,000. 

VANCOUVER.  WASH.— It  is  reported  that  the  Skamania 
Light  &  Power  Company,  S.  Sampson  of  Stevenson,  Wash., 
president,  will  apply  for  a  franchise  to  enter  the  city  with 
a  power  and  electric  light  line. 

WALLACE,  IDAHO.— The  Washington  Power  Company 
will  at  once  extend  its  lines  into  Sunset  County  for  the  pur- 


pose of  furnishing  power  for  the  Manhattan  and  .Amazon  mines. 
The  company's  engineers  are  on  the  ground  instituting  work. 

FULLERTON,  CAL.— The  city  has  entered  into  a  three 
years  contract  with  the  Southern  California  Edison  Company 
for  an  improved  lighting  system.  The  plans  being  to  use 
about  seventy-five  large  tungstens  and  the  adoption  of  a  cen- 
ter   suspension. 

SEATTLE,  WASH.— The  county  commissioners  will  on 
October  24th  consider  the  application  of  Roy  W.  Comegj's 
for  a  franchise  for  rights  of  way  over  certain  county  roads 
and  streets  for  the  construction  of  electric  light  lines  and  elec- 
tric light  systems. 

ANACORTES,  WASH.— Julius  Nelson,  J.  P.  Benton  and 
E.  D.  Nelson  have  petitioned  the  municipal  council  for  a  30- 
year  franchise  for  a  gas  service.  They  propose  the  immedi- 
ate erection  of  a  gas  plant  and  mains  and  laterals  for  high- 
grade  lighting  and  heating  purposes. 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL.— Word  has  been  received  from 
the  authorities  in  Washington  awarding  the  contract  for 
the  construction  of  the  electrical  system  at  Fort  Miley  to 
the  McFell  Electrical  Company,  on  their  bid  of  $17,210.  The 
work  includes  the  complete  installation  of  an  electric  light 
system. 

PASADENA,  CAX,.— The  City  Council  has  awarded  a 
contract  for  the  work  on  Orange  Grove  avenue,  between 
Colorado  street  and  Columbia  street,  and  on  Colorado,  Cali- 
fornia and  Columbia  streets  to  W.  A.  McNally  &  Co.,  at  $30,- 
400,  for  installing  lighting  posts,  underground  cables  and 
wires. 


INCORPORATIONS. 

IRONDALE,  CAL.— The  Irondale  Electric  &  Power  Com- 
pany has  been  incorporated  for  $50,000,  by  F.  M.  Brown,  J. 
D.  Phillijis  and  others. 

PHOENIX,  ARIZ.— The  Thousand  Springs  Power  Com- 
pany has  been  incorporated  tor  $2,000,000,  by  F.  N.  Bancroft, 
vice-president,  and  J.  J.  Crippen,  secretary.  The  heme  office  is 
in  Denver,  Colo. 

LEBANON,  ORE. — The  Sweet  Home  Water  Company  has 
been  incorporated  by  R.  C.  Watldns,  W.  M.  Malone,  A. 
Schippl  and  J.  H.  Goings.  The  company  expects  to  begin 
work  at  once  on  the  building  of  a  reservoir  on  the  hill  near 
the  school  house  a  half  mile  east  of  the  town. 

MARTINEZ,  CAL. — Acting  for  some  new  water  company 
which  is  planning  to  enter  Contra  Costa  and  Alameda  coun- 
ties in  opposition  to  the  People's  Water  Company  and  the 
Union  Water  Company,  Charles  Bacon  of  a  local  abstract 
firm  Saturday  filed  two  water  appropriations  for  60,000  inches 
of  water  to  be  taken  from  the  San  Joaquin  River.  Bacon 
refused  absolutely  to  be  questioned  in  any  way,  and  would 
not  even  state  who  he  was  acting  for.  He  did  admit  to  one 
of  the  clerks  in  the  county  clerk's  office,  however,  that  the 
new  water  company  was  planning  to  supply  Oakland,  Brent- 
wood. Walnut  Creek,  Concord,  Byron  and  Livermore. 


TRANSMISSION. 

GRIDLEY.  CAL.— The  Gridley  Produce  &  Canning  Com- 
pany's creamery  and  ice  plant  is  preparing  to  install  its 
own    power   and    lighting   plant. 

WALLACE,  IDAHO.— The  Washington  Water  Power 
Company  will  at  once  extend  its  line  to  the  Sunset  country, 
primarily  to  furnish  power  for  the  Manhattan  and  Amazon 
mines. 

REDDING,  CAL. — Peace  has  settled  down  again  upon 
the  lines  of  the  two  power  companies  that  have  been  at  war 
in    Shasta   County.     A    stipulation    provides    that   the    Sacra- 
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mento  Valley  Company,  which  is  building  its  system,  shall 
correct  three  of  •  the  crossings  where  it  passes  over  the 
lines  of  the  Northern  California  Company.  The  Sacramento 
Valley  Company  agrees  to  construct  all  crossings  in  the  man- 
ner that  shall  be  decided  best  by  the  two  engineers. 

BLAINE,  WASH. — The  construction  of  the  transmission 
line  of  the  British  Columbia  Electric  Company  from  Clover- 
dale,  B.  C,  to  this  place  only  awaits  the  ratification  of  the 
contract  by  the  city  council. 

VENICE,  CAL. — The  Abbot  Kinney  Company  will  build  a 
power  house  here  to  compete  with  the  Southern  California 
Edison  Company.  Orders  for  machinery  have  been  placed 
and  an  investment  of  $100,000  is  planned. 

SAN  BERNARDINO,  CAL.— City  Engineer  Poole  and 
other  officials  of  the  Southern  Sierra  Power  Company  will 
be  here  soon  and  finally  pass  on  the  surveys  of  the  high 
power  line  and  also  the  plans  for  the  power  house  to  be 
erected  between  San  Bernardino  and  Colton. 

MARTINEZ,  CAL. — Maps  and  permits  showing  the  route 
to  be  taken  along  the  waterfront  by  the  Great  Western 
Power  Company  in  its  invasion  of  the  territory  formerly  held 
exclusively  by  the  Pacific  Gas  &  Electric  Company,  were 
filed  with  the  county  clerk  yesterday.  The  entrance  of  this 
company  into  the  field  here  is  creating  a  great  deal  of  in- 
terest among  the  officials  of  the  large  manufacturing  plants, 
as  it  is  stated  they  are  offering  power  and  heat  at  about 
one-half  that  charged  by  the  latter  company.  Franchises 
along  the  waterfront  from  Crockett  to  Martinez  grant  the 
company  right  over  many  miles  and  the  privilege  of  open- 
ing a  plant  at  Martinez. 


TRANSPORTATION. 

KAMLOOPS,  B.  C. — This  place  is  considering  the  advis- 
ability of  spending  $223,000  for  securing  hydroelectric  power 
from  the  Barrier  river. 

BURLINGTON,  WASH.— The  City  Council  has  granted  a 
franchise  to  the  Bellingham-Skagit  interurban  to  pass  through 
the  city  from  north  to  south. 

HUSIIM,  WASH.— The  Pacific  Power  &  Light  Company 
has  applied  for  a  permit  to  construct  an  electric  line  from 
the  plant  at  this  point  to  Underwood. 

EUGENE,  ORE. — The  Oregon  Electric  Railway  Company 
has  surveyors  at  work  near  here  establishing  levels  prepara- 
tory to  active  construction  work  in  the  near  future. 

SEATTLE,  WASH.— City  Engineer  R.  H.  Thomson  has 
been  instructed  to  prepare  plans  for  the  construction  of  the 
Seattle-Renton  electric  railway  system  of  this  city.  Estimated 
cost,  $800,000. 

VICTORIA,  B.  C— It  is  announced  that  the  British  Colum- 
bia Electric  Railroad  Company  will  proceed  at  once  with  the 
construction  of  18  miles  of  suburban  extension  of  that  road 
along  the  Saanich  peninsula. 

WHITEFISH,  MONT.— It  is  announced  that  D.  R.  McGin- 
nis,  Flathead  capitalist,  is  making  arrangements  to  finance  the 
proposed  Kalispell-Whitefish  electric  road,  and  it  is  thought 
that  work  will  start  this  fall. 

VANCOUVER,  WASH.— It  is  reported  that  the  Mount 
Hood  Railway  &  Power  Company  will  expend  more  than 
$1,000,000  in  building  electric  lines  in  Vancouver  and  Clark 
county  within  the  next  two  years. 

MOSCOW,  IDAHO.— It  is  announced  that  the  Spokane  & 
Inland  Empire  railroad  will  erect  stations  on  the  Moscow 
and  Colfax  lines.  Plans  are  now  being  prepared  at  the  office 
of  R.  Budd,  chief  engineer,  in  Spokane. 

SANTA  ANA,  CAL.— The  City  Council  has  passed  an  or- 
dinance relating  to  the  franchise  of  the  Santa  Ana  and  West- 
minister Railway  Company  on  Second  street,  so  that  elec- 
tricity may  be  used  as  motive  power  on  Second  street. 

SANTA  MONICA,  CAL.— The  City  Council  has  passed 
an  ordinance  granting  to  the  Los  Angeles  Pacifiic  Company 
the  right  to  construct  and  for  a  period  of  fifty  years  operate 


a  single  or  double  track  electric  railroad  upon  certain  public 
streets  of  this  city. 

CHELAN,  WASH. — H.  M.  Herzog  of  Seatte,  at  the  head  of 
a  company  of  engineers,  has  started  surveying  the  Chelan 
river  gorge.  It  is  reported  that  this  work  is  being  done 
for  the  location  of  the  dam  contemplated  by  the  Great  North- 
ern for  the  development  of  power. 

SEATTLE  WASH.— The  City  Council  has  passed  a  reso- 
lution, instructing  the  board  of  public  works  to  call  for  bids 
for  the  construction  of  a  municipal  car  line  where  the  old 
Renton  line  is  now  located.  The  next  step  will  have  to  be 
taken  by  the  Board  of  Public  Works. 

BAKER,  ORE.— F.  A.  Harmon  and  E.  P.  Bodinson,  local 
delegates  of  the  Commercial  Club  on  the  feasibility  of  con- 
structing an  interurban  railway  from  this  city  to  some  outside 
point,  have  returned  from  Boise,  Idaho.  The  delegates  were 
enthusiastic  in  regard  to  the  proposed  line. 

VANCOUVER,  B.  C. — A  plan  is  on  foot  for  the  construc- 
tion of  an  electric  line  and  supplying  electric  power  to  private 
consumers  throughout  the  Okanagan  valley.  This  is  to  be 
done  under  a  charter  granted  to  the  Coteau  Power  Company 
and  recently  acquired  by  Wm.  Mackenzie,  Donald  Mann  and 
their  associates. 

BAKERSFIELD,  CAL. — Application  has  been  made  to 
the  Board  of  Trustees  by  the  San  Joaauin  Light  &  Power 
Company  for  a  franchise,  for  a  period  of  50  years,  to  con- 
struct and  maintain  a  street  railroad  upon  certain  public 
streets  and  highways,  to  be  operated  by  electricity  in  the 
city   of  Bakersfleld. 

MISSOULA,  MONT.— Charles  A.  Clark,  representing  his 
father,  W.  A.  Clark,  anndunces  that  he  has  ordered  the  local 
officials  of  the  Clark  Street  Railway  Company  to  start  sur- 
veying immediately  for  an  electric  railway  from  Missoula 
across  the  southwestern  portion  of  the  Flathead  country  to 
the  foot  of  the  Flathead  lake. 

VANCOUVER,  WASH.— The  City  Council  has  practically 
agreed  to  grant  an  electric  railway  franchise  to  Lawrence 
Harmon,  said  to  represent  Chicago  capitalists.  The  company 
represented  binds  itself  to  have  at  least  three  miles  of  road 
in  operation  by  April,  1914,  and  is  also  expected  to  build 
into   various   parts   of   Clark   county. 

SEATTLE,  WASH.— It  is  announced  that  Dibble-Haw- 
thorne &  Co.,  Bank  of  Commerce  Building,  Tacoma,  have 
secured  the  contract  for  constructing  the  electric  line  from 
Oxbow  to  Lake  Burien  for  the  Highland  Park  &  Lake  Burien 
Railway  Company,  American  Bank  Building,  Seattle,  at  ap- 
proximately $150,000,  to  be  seven  miles  in  extent. 

LOS  ANGELES,  CAL. — Plans  for  a  five-mile  track  to  be 
the  connecting  link  of  the  Corona  and  Colton  systems,  and  giv- 
ing a  clear  run  from  Corona  to  Riverside  and  San  Bernardino 
were  made  by  the  Pacific  Electric  officials  recently.  Work 
on  the  track  will  be  started  at  once,  P.  D.  Wing  being 
commissioned  by  the  company  to  procure  the  proper  fran- 
chise. 

MARTINEZ,  CAL. — The  positive  assurance  has  been 
given  that  if  the  people  of  Martinez,  Alhambra  Valley  and 
the  surrounding  country  will  subscribe  to  stock  and  buy 
bonds  in  the  sum  of  $150,000,  an  electric  line  will  be  built  from 
the  county  seat  through  the  Alhambra  Valley  to  Walnut 
Creek,  connecting  there  with  the  main  line  of  the  Oakland 
&   Antioch   Railway. 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL.— The  United  Properties  Com- 
pany has  given  out  a  contract  for  $2,000,000  worth  of  elec- 
trical equipment.  Just  what  this  order  consists  of  cannot 
be  learned,  but  it  is  believed  that  this  is  the  first  move 
toward  important  extensions  of  the  Key  Route  system.  Ac- 
cording to  President  E.  A.  Heron,  work  on  the  system  north 
to  Richmond  and  San  Pablo  and  south  to  San  Jose  will  be 
rushed   within   the   next   few   months. 

PORTLAND,  ORE. — Chicago  capitalists  have  organized 
a  company  to  construct  an  electric  line  from  Vancouver, 
Wash.,  north  to  the  South  Fork  of  the  Lewis  River,  north- 
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east  to  Klickitat  Pass,  a  distance  of  100  miles.  In  addition  to 
the  electric  line,  the  promoters  will  operate  coal  mines,  saw- 
mills and  townsite  properties.  Between  $10,000,000  and  $15,- 
000,000  is  back  of  the  project.  H.  L.  Harmon  of  Chicago  is 
promoting  the  enterprise.  In  his  absence  E.  R.  Ernsberger,  of 
the  Mt.  Hood  Railway  &  Power  Company,  looks  after  the  in- 
terests of  the  concern. 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL.— It  is  announced  that  the  lay- 
ing of  steel  for  the  Tidewater  &  Southern  railroad  will  be- 
gin at  Tiirlock  within  a  week.  J.  H.  Wallace,  chief  engineer 
of  the  company,  has  completed  arrangements  with  the  South- 
ern Pacific  Company  for  the  construction  of  a  spur  track 
within  the  city  limits  of  Turlock  to  connect  the  Southern 
Pacific's  main  line  with  the  right  of  way  of  the  Tide- 
water Southern,  thereby  permitting  the  transfer  of  cars 
loaded  with  ties,  steel  and  equipment  from  one  system  to  the 
other.  Grading  of  the  right  of  way  from  a  considerable  dis- 
tance north  has  been  completed  to  the  limits  of  Turlock,  but 
the  Tidewater  and  Southern  management  decided  to  refxain 
from   tearing  up   city   streets   until   absolutely   necessary. 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL.— A  loop  for  the  western  end  of 
the  Geary  street  city  railroad  has  been  recommended  to 
the  Mayor  and  Supervisors  by  Patrick  Broderick,  the  super- 
intendent of  construction  of  this  railway,  and  Public  Works 
Commissioner  Charles  S.  Laumeister.  The  loop  plan  provides 
for  the  following  route:  BYom  Thirty-third  avenue  along  Pt. 
Lobos  avenue  to  Forty-eighth  avenue,  thence  along  Cliff  ave- 
nue and  the  Great  Highway  to  C  street,  along  C  street  to 
Thirty-seventh  avenue,  and  then  on  Thirty-seventh  avenue, 
B  street.  Thirty-sixth  avenue,  A  street  and  Thirty-third  ave- 
nue to  Point  Lobos  avenue.  It  is  stated  by  Broderick  and 
Laumeister  that  this  scheme  will  keep  the  city  railway  from 
crossing  the  United  Railroads  tracks  and  the  use  of  the 
United  Railroads  tracks  will  be  wholly  avoided. 


TELEPHONE  AND  TELEGRAPH. 

FRESNO,  CAL. — ^A  complete  telephone  system  is  to  be 
established  along  the  route  of  the  Guaranty  Pipe  Line  Com- 
pany from  the  Midway  oil  field  to  Ventura  and  bids  are 
now  being  received  pending  the  letting  or  the  contract. 

FORT  SHAW,  MONT. — J.  B.  Bond,  engineer  of  the  Sun 
River  Irrigation  project,  is  in  the  canyon  and  Willow  Creek, 
located  near  this  city,  arranging  for  the  immediate  construc- 
tion of  a  telephone  line  between  Willow  Creek  and  Warm 
Springs. 

HANSEN,  IDAHO. — A  movement  is  well  along  by  inde- 
pendent and  disconnected  rural  telephone  systems  in  Twin 
Falls  county  for  the  connection  of  all  the  rural  lines.  The 
territory  served  will  be  widened  by  the  additional  construc- 
tion of  lines. 

SEATTLE,  WASH. — The  U.  S.  transport  Burnside  has 
departed  for  Alaska  waters  to  start  repair  work  on  the  gov- 
ernment cable  between  Sitka  and  Valdez. 

VALE,  ORE. — The  city  has  decided  to  permit  the  Independ- 
ent telephone  line  to  come  into  the  city. 

BAKERSFIELD,  CAL.— Bids  are  about  to  be  sought  from 
Bakersfield  building  contractors  for  construction  of  the  three- 
story  and  basement  building  of  the  Pacific  Telephone  &  Tele- 
graph Company  on  the  north  side  of  Twentieth  street.  The 
building,  equipped  as  a  central  office  and  exchange,  will  cost 
$80,000.  Although  the  general  plans  were  made  in  the  ar- 
chitectural office  of  the  company  at  San  Francisco,  Orville 
L.  Clark  of  this  city  will  be  supervising  architect.  The  build- 
ing will  be  made  of  reinforced  concrete  with  facade  of  mis- 
sion design,  executed  In  cement  'with  brick  and  granite  trim- 
mings. 

COLUSA,  CAL.^The  committee  of  telephone  patrons 
appointed  to  meet  with  the  directors  of  the  Colusa  County 
Telephone  Company  Saturday  afternoon  received  little  en- 
couragement, the  officials  remaining  firm  in  their  decision 
to  raise  the  telephone  rates,  beginning  October  1.    They  made 


no  impression  on  the  officials  cf  the  telephone  company,  which 
has  no  competition  in  this  county.  They  were  informed  to  pre- 
sent the  notice,  which  is  signed  by  110  subscribers  to  the  main 
oflce  and  the  instruments  of  the  protesting  parties  would  be  re- 
moved. The  committee  was  also  informed  that  to  again 
obtain  a  telephone  after  the  instrument  is  once  removed 
would  cost  $5  besides  the  regular  rate.  The  directors  of 
the  telephone  company  are  J.  F.  Campbell,  Oscar  Robinson,  .1. 
H.  Balsdon,  Charles  Schaad  and  Dr.  W.  T.  Bathbun. 

LOS  ANGELES,  CAL. — Reports  are  current  here  that  the 
Home  Telephone  Company  is  planning  to  sell  its  plants  and 
equipment  in  California  to  the  Pacific  Telephone  &  Tele- 
graph Company.  It  is  stated  that  the  deal  will  include  the 
Home  Company  of  Los  Angeles,  the  Bay  Cities,  which  em- 
braces those  at  San  Francisco,  Oakland  and  Berkeley,  and 
the  subsidiary  concerns  in  the  State.  It  is  no  secret  that 
the  Home  Company  has  found  it  an  uphill  fight  against  the 
Pacific,  especially  in  San  Francisco  and  the  other  cities 
about  the  bay.  For  a  time  its  business  here  gave  promise 
of  great  proportions,  but  of  late  the  Pacific  has  strengthened 
itself  through  the  purchase  of  a  number  of  small  companies  in 
Southern  California.  It  is  thought  that  the  deal  may  take  the 
form  of  a  consolidation  or  merger,  through  which  the  holders  of 
Home  Telephone  securities  would  be  given  bonds  or  stock 
of  the  Pacific  Company.  Officials  of  the  two  companies 
state  that  the  matter  has  not  reached  a  stage  where  it  can 
be  discussed. 


WATERWORKS. 

HERMISTON,  ORE.— Hermiston  will  advertise  for  bids 
for  the  sale  of  bonds  for  the  construction  of  the  Hermiston 
water   system. 

VISALIA,  CAL. — Exeter  has  voted  for  a  new  water 
system,  carrying  the  $42,500  bonds  by  a  vote  of  120  to  8. 
The  success  of  the  bond  issue  means  the  extension  of  the 
water  system  and  fire  protection  all  over  the  municipality. 

JACKSONVILLE,  CAL.— A  contract  for  the  completion 
of  the  Jacksonville  waterworks  system,  began  last  year  by 
J.  I.  Mears,  has  been  awarded  to  the  Jacobson-Bade  Com- 
pany for  the  sum  of  $43,000  less  the  amount  of  estimate  al- 
lowed Mears  for  the  completed  work  and  material. 

HONOLULU,  T.  H. — Bringing  water  from  the  windward 
side  of  the  island  at  a  cost  of  $1,500,000  is  the  plan  of  the 
two  engineers,  J.  B.  Lippincott  and  Carl  Worthen,  who  have 
been  studying  the  proposition  for  the  Oahu  Sugar  Company. 
Roughly,  the  plan  is  to  bring  the  water  by  a  tunnel  at  the 
head  of  Walahole  gulch  through  to  the  head  of  Waihawa 
gulch  and  from  there  distribute  the  water  where  needed. 
The  system  will  have  a  capacity  of  100,000,000  gallons  daily, 
and   a   daily   minimum    flow   of   15,000,000. 

BAKERSFIELD,  CAL. — The  Western  Water  Company, 
a  Bakersfield  corporation,  plans  to  supply  Taft  and  the  Mid- 
way field  with  a  fresh  water  supply  taken  from  wells  sunk 
near  the  river,  and  has  completed  its  station  No.  1  at  the 
water  wells  and  is  awaiting  the  pumping  machinery.  Four 
miles  of  the  pipe  line  ditch,  have  been  completed  and  a 
ditching  machine  is  now  to  be  used  to  complete  this  work, 
and  it  is  expected  to  make  progress  at  the  rate  of  close 
to  a  mile  a  day.  The  company  expects  to  be  delivering 
water  to  its  customers  by  October  1,  when  a  supply  of 
20,000  barrels  will  be  available.  Contracts  are  now  being 
made  with  the  oil  companies  of  the  Midway  territory,  the 
Union  Oil  Company  having  contracted  for  10,000  barrels  a 
day  for  five  years.  Station  No.  2,  in  the  town  of  Taft,  is 
now  being  made  ready.  The  plant  is  in  triangular  tract  at 
the  head  of  Kern  street,  extending  from  North  to  Lucard 
street,  with  250  feet  frontage  on  Lucard  and  640  between 
North  and  Lucard.  The  main  office  will  be  opposite  Kern 
street.  It  will  be  a  frame  building.  The  power  house  will  be 
on  Lucard  street,  with  the  supply  warehouse  in  the  rear. 
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Aluminum  Company  of  America 

Benjamin    Electric    Manufacturing    Company 

Blake  Signal  &  Manufacturing  Company 

Bonestell    &   Company 13 

Bridgeport   Brass   Company 4 

Brill  Company,  The  J.  G 

Brilliant    Electric    Company 2 

Brc  iks-Follis  Electric  Corporation 

Buckeye  Electric  Company,  The 

Century  Electric  Company 5 

Colonial  Electric  Company 1 

Colonial  Electrical  Agency  Company 15 

Crocker-Wheeler  Company   

D.  &  W.  Fuse  Company 5 

Dearborn  Drug   &   Chemical  Works 17 

Duncan  Electric  Manufacturing  Company 

Economy    Electric    Company 15 

Electric  Storage  Battery  Company 5 

Parnsworth  Electrical  Works    13 

Parrar  &  Company,  J.  C 

Fort  Wayne  Electric   Works 

Postoria  Incandescent  Lamp  Co 

General  Electric  Company 11-16 

Goeriz,  O.   C.   &   Co 

Gould  Storage  Battery  Company Ig 

Habirshaw    Wire    Company 

Hammel   Oil  Burner   Company 

Hemingray   Glass   Company 15 

Hitchcock  Military  Academy 13 

Holophane  Company  

Holtzer-Cabot  Electric  Company    5 


Home   Telephone    Company 

Hughes  &  Company,  E.  C 17 

Hunt,  Mirk   &  Company. 6 

Indiana  Rubber  &  Insulated  Wire  Co 

.lohns-Manville   Co.,   H.   W 

Kellogg  Switchboard  &  Supply  Co 

Kelman   Electric   &   Manufacturing   Co 4 

Klein  &   Sons,  Mathias 13 

Locke  Insulator  Manufacturing  Co 4 

Moore  &  Co.,  Engineers,  Chas.  C 

National   Metal   Molding   Company 18 

New  York  Insulated  Wire  Company 3 

Ohio  Brass  Company 

Okonite   Company    18 

Pacific  Gas  &  Electric  Company 17 

Pacific    Meter    Company 17 

I'elton  Water  Wheel  Company 17 

Pierson,  Roeding  &  Company 4 

Portland  Wood  Pipe  Company 

Schaw-Batcher  Company  Pipe  Works,  The    13 

Southern  Pacific  Company 18 

Sprague    Electric  Works 3 

Standard  Underground  Cable  Company 18 

Technical    Book    Shop 

Tracy  Engineering  Company 13 

Thomas  &  Company,  R 

Western   Electric   Company 13 

Westinghouse    Machine    Company 6 

Westingliouse  Electric  &  Manufacturing  Co 

Weston  Electrical  Instrument  Company 3 

Wilbur,  G.  A 


Come  in  on  the  Ground  Floor 

and  see  us  in  our  old  home  at  the 

RIALTO   BUILDING 

The  Technical  Publishing  Company,  Publishers 
of  the  Journal  of  Electricity,  Power  and  Gas, 
have  moved  to  permanent  quarters  in  the  nevv^ 
Rialto  Building.  We  are  located  this  time  on 
the  ground   floor  at   the  left    of    the  elevator. 


PUSUC  LI  BRAKY 


Journal  of  Electricity 

POWER  AND  GAS 

Devoted    to   the   Conversion,    Transmission    and    Distribution  of   Energy 

Entered  rs  second-class  matter  May  7.  1906'  at  the  Post  Office  at  San  Francisco  Cal..  under  the  act  of  Conjrress  March  .^.  1S79 


VOL.  XXVII  NO.   16 


San  Francisco,  October  14,  I9il 


Per  Copy,  25  Cents 


Switchboard    to    control    twenty    1.3,000 

volt  25  cycle  and  twenty  13,000  volt 

60  cycle  feeder  circuits. 


High  Grade  Switchboards 

This  feeder  switchboard  recently  installed  in  one  of  the 
largest  railway  and  lighting  plants  in  the  country  illus- 
trates the  character  and  quahty  of  switchboard  work  ac- 
complished by  experienced  engineers  and  workmen  in  a 
switchboard  factory  equipped  with  unlimited  manufactur- 
ing facilities.  Every  device  used  on  G.  E.  Switchboards 
is  designed,  manufactured,  tested  and  inspected  by  the 
General  Electric  Company. 

Our  nearest  office  will  furnish  further  information  on  request. 

General  Electric  Company 


Largest  Electrical  Manufacturer  in  the  World 


Principal  Office:  Schenectady,  N.  Y. 


Boise,  Idaho 

Detroit,  Mich 

.,   (OH,  ofSorir. 

.Act.) 

Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Butte,  Mont. 

Indianapolis, 

Ind. 

New  Orleans,   La. 

Chicago,  HI. 

Kansas  City, 

Mo. 

New  York,  N.  Y. 

Denver,   Colo. 

Los  Angeles, 

Cal. 

Portland,  Ore. 

Sales  Offices  in  the  Following  Cities 

Salt  Lake  City,  Utah 
•San  Francisco,   Cal. 
St.    Louis.  Mo. 
308.S  Seattle,  and  Spokane,  Wash, 


Alphabetical     Index    to    AdvertlmerH,    Pag:e    8. 


Where    to    Buy    It    in    the    AVcNt,    I'nKrN    9,12,18. 
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FIVE  YEARS'  GUARANTEE  on  aii 

CABLE  END  BELLS.  CABLE  TERMINALS  and  CABLE  POTHEADS 

OUR  PATENT  INSIDE  CIvAMP  RING  DEVICE  ON  CABLE  END  BELLS  ELIMINATES  ALL  LOSSES 
FROM  EDDY  CURRENTS.     Installation  takes  from  30  to  6(1  minutes,    except  for  No.   36,  which  re- 
quires II  J  hours,  including  the  melting  and  pouring  in  of   the  compound.     Our   filler  compound 
flows  at  about  244"  F.  and  is  made  in    two  grades   tested  at  68,000  and   86,000  volts  respec- 
tively, these  tests  being  made  at   60  cycles,  2/10  inch  gap.     We  guarantee  that  all   our 
bells  will  stand  a  wet  test  of  from  2  to  IVj  times  working  voltage.      We   have  over 
260  styles  and  84  types  of  cable  bells,   cable  terminals  and   cable    potheads. 
Cable  end  bells  are  for  service  either  inside  or  outside   for  any  voltage 
up  to  40,000  delta,   cable  terminals  for  750  volt   single    conductor 
inside  service  and   potheads   for    400  volts.     We  are  the  only 
manufacturers  in  the    world  who  guarantee  material  for 
five  years   and   permit  the    customer    to    install   the 
bells.      We     can    furnish     bells     for    clamping 
direct   to   lead   cable,    band    iron    armored 


Fig.  1  shows 
cable  pulled  into 
conduit  pipe  with 
polygonal  bushing 
screwed  on  to  the 
pipe. 


Fig.  2  shows 
inside  clamp  device 
screwed  into  poly- 
gonal bushing. 


Fig.  3  shows 
lead  sheath  pulled 
above  clamp  ring 
to  show  belled-out 
lead. 


tion 

for  which 
74  bells  were 
furnished  for  inside 
service  and  18  bells  for 
outside  service  in  an  order 
which    we    recently    filled. 
We   can    furnish  any  bell  sherar- 
dized  or  hot  galvanized,  but  recommend 
the  latter  practice  for  Pacific  Coast  conditions. 
All  our  porcelain  is  of  the  wet  process.     For  in- 
side service   we   furnish  covers  of  mahogany    or    of 
porcelain  as  desired  by    customer.      We   also    manufacture 
a  special  third    rail   bell,  which    can    be    disconnected   from   the 
third  rail  with  current  on  in  one  minute's    time    by     the   track    men. 
These  third  rail  bells  are  made  for    single    or    double    track    construction, 
and  for  feeder  crossing  cables  up  to  2,000,000  cm.  and  for  an}-  number  of  jumper 
cables  from  the  bell  to  the  third  rail.     These   third   rail   bells   are  made   for    750   or 
1500  volts  service,  and  guaranteed  as  such.     All  cable  bells  shipped   complete    with    com 
pound.     Send  for  our  catalogue,  which  also  contains  much  valuable  data  for  engineers. 


cable    or     wire  armored   cable.       The 
accompanying  cuts  showing  the 
method  of   installation  were 
made  from  actual  photo- 
graphs of  the  13,200 
volt,    250,000 
cm.  cable 
insula- 

Fig.  4  shows 
threaded  end  of  in- 
side clamp  device 
used  as  templet  for 
belling  out  lead 
sheath.  

Fig.  5  shows 
completed  13.200 
volts.  250,000  C. 
M.  insulation  com- 
pleted. 
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TRAFFIC  CONGESTION  IN  LOS  ANGELES. 


The  congestion  of  an   enormous   population  into  of   the   larger   coast    cities    are    today   suffering   from 

relatively  small  areas  in  the  rapidly  growing  Ameri-  want  of  proper  and  systematic  planning  in  the  han- 

can  cities  has  given  rise  to  a  new  branch  of  modern  dling  of  the  enormous  suburban  crowds  flooding  the 

engineering.      Tn    the    cities    of    \ew    York,    Chicago,  business    districts    during   certain    hours    of   the    dav. 


Los  Angeles   Car   Cong-estion   on   Main   Street.    It  is  hoped  to    remedy   this    evil    in    the    Southern    California    eity    by 

routing  the  Suburban  Cars   on   San   Pedro. 


and  Philadelphia,  agitation  over  resultant  traffic  de- 
moralization, led  these  cities  to  institute  investiga- 
tions of  ways  and  means  for  betterment  several  years 
ago.  Commissions  were  appointed,  engineers  re- 
tained and  systematic  study  undertaken.  The  result 
has  been  that  out  of  chaos  and  confusion  well-regu- 
lated traffic  balance  is  being  maintained  throughout 
the  great  cities  of  the   East. 

The  unprecedented  growth  of  the  cities  of  the 
West  has  created  conditions  new  and  unencountered 
in  the  slow  and  steady  growth  of  eastern  cities.    All 


The  first  citj^  to  actually  employ  an  expert  versed  in 
traffic  congestion  e.xperiences  is  Los  Angeles.  San 
Francisco  has  recently  followed  her  example  and  it 
is  to  be  hoped  that  immediate  and  effective  recom- 
mendations will  be  made  and  acted  upon  to  take  care 
of  the  paralyzed  condition  there  met  with  due  to 
the  recent  influx  of  people  anticipating  early  activities 
to  be  brought  into  life  in  the  working  out  of  the 
details  of  the  Panama-Pacific  Fair. 

In  the  study  of  conditions  at  Los  Angeles  and 
in  fact  in  the  case  of  San  Francisco,  Bion  J.  Arnold, 
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One    mile    of    Car    Congestion    in    Los    Angeles    on 
Main   Street. 

the  well  known  traffic  expert  of  Chicago,  is  retained. 
A  partial  report  for  betterment  of  conditions  at 
Los  Angeles  has  just  been  made  and  interesting  re- 
commendations are  now  being  acted  upon. 


Bio.  J.  Arnold,  the  Noted  Traffic  Expert,  Who  is 
Conducting  an  Investiation  in  Los  Angeles  and  San 
Francisco. 


Bion  J.  Arnold  has  submitted  his  report  on  the 
traffic  congestion  in  Los  Angeles  and  the  same  has 
been  approved  bj'  the  Municipal  Railroad  Committee 


Map   of  Congested  Portion   of  Los  Angeles. 

and  will  be  acted  upon  soon  by  the  City  Council.  Mr. 
Arnold's  report  is  very  interesting  and  points  out 
indirectly  the  immense  growth  of  Los  Angeles  during 
recent  years. 

It  is  proposed  to  take  the  interurban  cars  from 
Main  street  to  San  Pedro.  Two  plans  are  proposed 
for  the  building  of  the  line  on  San  Pedro,  one  plan 
is  for  the  city,  at  a  cost  which  Mr.  Arnold  estimates 
to  be  about  $130,000,  to  build  the  railroad  itself.  The 
other  is  for  the  city  to  have  the  traffic  companies  build 
the  railroad  with  the  stipulation  that  the  City  of  Los 
Angeles  be  allowed  in  time  to  take  the  road  over. 
Mayor  Alexander  has  sent  a  message  to  the  City 
Council  suggesting  these  two  methods  as  to  how  the 
railroad  should  be  financed. 

In  his  report  Mr.  Arnold  discusses  the  conges- 
tion on  Main  street  at  length.  He  states  that  fully 
5000  riders  on  both  systems  are  delayed  from  five  to 
forty  minutes  during  the  rush  hours  each  day  and  as 
many  more  are  inconvenienced  during  the  rush  hours 
due  to  the  fundamental  defects  of  the  transportation 
arrangements  in  Main  street. 

He  also  speaks  of  the  inconvenient  arrangement 
for  getting  in  and  out  of  the  Pacific  Electric  depot 
at  Sixth  street  and  of  the  clashes  that  occur.  Inside 
the  station  the  arrangements  are  imperfect.. 

The  following  is  an  abstract  of  Mr.  Arnold's  inter- 
esting report: 

All  interurban  cars  using  this  terminal  must  wait 
their  turn  to  discharge  and  load  passengers,  and  no 
provision  has  been  made,  by  means  of  storage  tracks, 
tc    supply    trippers    or    extras   to   take   the   place  of 
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delayed  cars.  The  loading  arrangements  are  not  de- 
signed to  handle  crowds  conveniently  or  comfortably. 
In  order  to  take  a  car  one  must  stand  before  a  closed 
gate  until  his  car  is  called  and  as  the  schedule  be- 
comes disarranged  during  the  blockade  there  is  no 
way  of  telling  when  any  particular  car  is  to  be  ex- 
pected. Frequently  the  delays  to  the  standing  patrons 
becomes  exceedingly  tedious,  and  when  the  car  does 
come  there  is  a  general  scramble  and  contest  to  obtain 
a  seat.  The  height  of  the  car  steps  above  the  ground- 
level  platform  makes  loading  slow  and  inconvenient, 
especially  to  passengers   with  hand   baggage. 

The  cars  leave  the  terminal  slowly,  as  they  must 
find  their  place  in  the  procession  of  local  cars  and 
at  every  street  intersection  the  entire  line  of  mixed 
traffic  is  further  delayed,  either  by  crossing  cars  and 
vehicles,  or  by  surface  cars  weaving  their  way  in  or 
out  of  the  file.  At  one  place  (Third  and  Main  streets), 
the  intersecting  line  becomes  part  of  the  main  line  for 
a  short  distance,  causing  a  double  delay,  which  is 
made  worse  by  the  overhang  of  the  cars  and  the  spac- 
ing of  the  track  centers  on  the  curves  which  permits 
only  one  car  to  pass  at  a  time.  The  fact  that  the 
cars  from  different  systems  and  routes  are  alternated 
prevents  the  moving  of  the  cars  across  the  intersec- 
tions in  lots  of  two  and  three  at  a  time,  and  as  it  is 
hard  to  tell  whether  a  car  is  going  straight  ahead  or 
is  to  turn  a  corner,  both  the  vehicle  traffic  and  the 
pedestrian  travel  are  considerably  delayed  at  nearly 
every  street  crossing. 

As  a  rule  the  schedule  provides  for  a  liberal  num- 
ber of  seats,  but  the  Main  street  difficulties  introduce 
delays  which  reduce  the  car  supply  just  at  a  time  when 
the  system  should  be  working  at  its  maximum 
capacity. 

There  are  apparently  two  financial  and  franchise 
plans  by  means  of  which  the  proposed  tracks  on  San 
Pedro  street  could  be  built. 

One  plan,  which  might  be  called  the  immediate 
municipal  ownership  plan,  would  be  for  the  city  to 
construct  the  tracks  with  its  own  funds  as  part  of 
the    proposed    municipal    railroad    and    enter    into    an 


arrangement  with  the  Pacific  Electric  company  for 
the  use  of  these  tracks  on  a  rental  basis. 

The  other  plan,  which  may  be  termed  the  ulti- 
mate municipal  ownership  plan,  would  be  for  the 
Pacific  Electric  Company  to  build  tracks  under  an 
agreement  that  the  city  is  to  have  the  right  to  pur- 
chase the  tracks  at  any  time  at  actual  cost,  and  that 
as  soon  as  a  permanent  right  of  way  can  be  provided 
by  means  of  an  elevated  or  sub-surface  structure,  the 
company  will  withdraw  its  interurban  cars  from  the 
street  surface.  This  latter  plan  would  practically  be 
an  indeterminate  franchise,  which  is  sometimes  called 
a  tenure  during  good  behavior,  and  is  a  form  of  permit 
for  public  utilities  which  is  rapidly  growing  in  favor, 
as  it  combines  the  advantages  of  both  the  short  term 
franchise  and  the  long  term  franchise  without  their 
objectionable  features. 

It  is  not  the  intention  of  this  preliminary  technical 
report  to  discuss  at  length  the  comparative  merits  of 
these  two  plans.  With  proper  precautions  either  form 
of  agreement  will  accomplish  the  result  desired,  and 
that  is  to  relieve  the  Main  street  congestion  by  allow- 
ing the  use  of  San  Pedro  street  for  the  interurban 
cars  as  a  temporary  expedient  pending  the  develop- 
ment of  a  permanent  and  independent  terminal  for 
the  Pacific  Electric  system.  As  any  agreement  would 
not  be  a  permanent  one,  it  would  seem  that  the  re- 
sult to  be  accomplished  is  of  greater  importance  than 
the  method  selected  to  secure  the  improvement. 


WORLD  EXPOSITION  PLANS  IN  JAPAN: 

The  authorities  of  the  city  of  Tok3ro  have  decided 
to  give  a  grant  of  $3,500,000  gold  to  the  International 
Exhibition  which  will  be  held  there  in  1917.  Of  this 
sum  $1,500,000  will  be  devoted  to  the  acquisition  of 
land  for  the  site,  $1,250,000  for  constructing  gardens, 
and  the  remaining  $750,000  to  provide  an  adequate 
tram,  train,  and  cab  service,  to  make  provision  for 
sanitary  arrangements,  to  cover  the  preliminary  ex- 
penses for  plans,  guides,  etc.,  to  arrange  a  thoroughly 
efficient  fire  service,  and  to  construct  the  section  con- 
taining the  city  exhibits. 
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DIAGRAMS    SHOWING  MOVEMENT   OF   TRAFFIC  ON  MAIN  STREET,  LOS  ANGELES. 
Width   of  Band   Represents  Number   of  Cars   and   Vehicles   per  Rush   Hour. 

40  per  cent  of  the  oars  on  the  local  system,  and  60  per  cent  of  the  interurban  cars  are  affected  by  the  Ma'.n-.street 
Congestion. 

There  are  three  principal  points  of  congestion  along  Main  Street.  At  the  Pacific  Electrical  Terminal — at  Sixth  and 
Main  Streets  the   interurban  cars  enter  and  leave   their   "stub  end"   terminal  by  means  of  double  track  intersecting  curves. 

At  Third  and  Main  Streets,  the  Third-Street  tracks  not  only  intersect  the  Main-Street  tracks,  but  parallel  them  for 
a  short  distance,   and   the  curves   here  allow   only   one   Third  Street  car   to  cross  at   one   time. 

At  First  and  Main  there  are  two  sets  of  curves;  one  to  allow  the  interurban  cars  to  leave  Main  Street,  and  the  other 
between  the  North  Main  Street  and  the  West  First  Street  tracks. 
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ADVERTISING  GAS  AND  ELECTRIC  SERVICE/ 

BY    WILLIAM   H.    HODGB.^ 

Advertising  gas  and  electric  service  in  newspaper 
space  does  not  differ  in  essentials  from  advertising 
any  other  retail  business.  Success  lies  in  studying 
the  market,  presenting  the  attractive  points  of  what  is 
offered  for  sale  and  doing  these  things  in  a  system- 
atical, careful  way. 

Utility  organizations  in  cities  of  more  than  75,- 
000  people  are  large  enough  to  hire  individual  adver- 
tising ability.  If  they  do  not  do  so  they  are  short- 
sighted. . 

Successful  advertising  on  a  large  scale  must  be 
handled  by  men  who  have  spent  years  learning  how. 
They  should  be  employed  by  the  advertiser,  receive 
their  entire  compensation  from  him  and  accept  no 
commissions  from  publishers.  They  cannot  impart 
their  experience,  knowledge  and  skill  to  others  no 
matter  how  willing  they  are  to  instruct  any  more  than 
a  successful  lawyer  can  tell  other  lawyers  how  to  win 
cases,  or  a  good  merchant  can  transmit  to  his  neigh- 
bor the  secret  of  running  a  paying  department  store. 
Advertising  for  central  stations,  gas  companies,  shoe 
stores,  breakfast  foods,  real  estate  or  any  other  serv- 
ice or  commodity  can  be  productive  or  expensive.  It 
all  depends  upon  how  it  is  done. 

The  smaller  central  stations  and  gas  companies 
often  find  it  impractical  to  employ  special  advertising 
assistance.  The  smaller  organizations  need  the  serv- 
ice which  efficient  advertising  can  render  even  more 
than  the  large  organizations,  for  the  smaller  the  city 
the  greater  is  the  proportion  of  possible  business 
which  the  company  requires  in  order  to  pay  interest 
and  dividends. 

Leaders  in  utility  operation  pointed  out  some 
years  ago  that  there  must  be  a  limit  to  development 
producing  lower  costs  of  manufacture  and  distribu- 
tion, and  that  the  volume  of  sales  must  be  increased, 
and  a  close  margin  be  maintained  between  costs  and 
selling  prices,  if  the  gas  and  electric  industries  were 
to  justify  their  commercial  existence.  Most  utility 
organizations  have  realized  the  force  of  these  con- 
ditions and  have  greatly  improved  their  sales  methods. 
They  have  abandoned  the  idea  of  a  spontaneous  de- 
mand and  have  acknowledged  that  the  creation  of 
a  satisfactory  market  lies  in  salesmanship  and  adver- 
tising. ; 

Results   have   fully   warranted   these   conclusions, 

Companies  which  cannot  afford  to  employ  ex- 
clusive advertising  assistance,  or  to  whom  advertis- 
ing skill  is  not  readily  available,  have  open  several 
ways  out  of  the  difficulty.    Three  are  as  follows : 

1.  By  syndicating  their  demands. 

2.  By  purchasing  at  a  low  price  the  ready  made 
advertising  copy  offered  by  several  excellent  sources. 

3.  By  endeavoring  to  train  someone  in  the  new 
business  force  to  do  the  work  in  conjunction  with  the 
material  offered  by  manufacturers. 

Syndicating  the  publicity  requirements  of  a  num- 
ber of  stations  enables  the  employment  of  copy  service 
for  each  by  prorating  the  cost.  It  is  in  line  with 
modern  utility  operation. 

'Written  speciaUy  for  the  Journal  of  Electricity,  Power  and 


Gas. 


'Publicity  Manager  for  the  H.  M.  Bvllesby  Companies. 


Criticism  of  so-called  "canned  copy" — that  is, 
ready  made  ads — has  no  particular  weight.  An  elec- 
trict  flat  iron  is  an  electric  flat  iron  the  world  over, 
and  people  use  it  for  the  same  purposes  and  are  at- 
tracted by  the  same  features.  Gas  ranges  are  used 
for  cooking  in  New  York,  San  Francisco,  Mexico 
City  and  Montreal.  National  advertising  campaigns 
for  all  kinds  of  commodities  cover  the  country  with 
identical  and  simultaneous  copy.  "Canned  copy"  has 
nothing  inherent  to  make  it  defective.  If  the  matter 
and  ideas  are  good,  they  are  good  any  place.  If  they 
are  bad  they  are  not  worth  while  using.  Neither  is 
any  other  advertising  literature. 

The  third  plan  suggested  is  not  as  reliable  as 
the  others,  but  has  interesting  potentialities.  Manu- 
facturers supply  creditable  electrotypes  and  copy,  and 
suppress  the  individuality  of  their  own  goods  for  the 
interests  of  utility  companies.  Few  managers  have 
the  slightest  idea  of  what  this  service  costs  the  manu- 
facturers. It  is  higher  than  generally  supposed.  Use 
of  the  service  often  entails  mutual  obligations  which 
the  company,  on  its  part,  does  not  care  to  assume. 

An  impression  prevails  among  utility  managers 
that  they  should  buy  and  use  local  newspaper  space 
as  a  matter  of  policy,  if  for  no  other  reason.  This  is 
an  unhealthy  theory  and  is  gradually  being  dropped. 
It  does  not  help  to  make  commercial  advertising  pay, 
although  it  is  possible  to  do  so,  and  is  an  attitude 
which  is  difficult  to  defend. 

Whenever  a  utility  company  has  a  public  contro- 
versy on  hand  it  can  make  no  better  or  wiser  move 
than  to  present  its  side  of  the  case  in  the  daily  news- 
papers. Advertising  space  at  current  rates  should  be 
bought.  The  contents  of  the  advertisement  should 
be  skillfully  prepared. 

No  municipal  ownership  agitation  intelligently 
met  in  this  way  has  resulted  in  the  construction  of  a 
publicly  owned  and  operated  utility.  My  own  experi- 
ence with  this  latter  kind  of  publicity  has  been  broader 
than  in  commercial  advertising  lines,  and  has  ex- 
tended pretty  well  over  the  country,  the  Pacific  Coast 
included.  It  must  have  solid,  substantial  backing  in 
actual  conditions  or  it  cannot  be  of  more  than  super- 
ficial aid  to  utility  management.  In  other  words,  a 
company  must  have  the  goods  and  be  willing  to  de- 
liver. Otherwise  publicity  work  as  a  panacea  is  an 
interesting  delusion. 

This  view  applies  to  commercial  advertising  as 
well  as  to  defensive  and  protective  publicity.  The  large 
advertising  agencies — the  real  exponents  and  devel- 
opers of  advertising  practice — have  recently  empha- 
sized the  necessity  for  proper  merchandizing  as  a 
foundation  for  profitable  advertising.  They  are  telling 
manufacturers  and  merchants  that  they  have  to  put 
up  their  goods  attractively,  keep  their  capital  in  mo- 
tion and  give  the  best  of  attention  to  the  precise 
terms  upon  which  they  offer  their  wares  to  the  public 
or  the  cleverest  advertising  will  not  much  help  them. 

One  of  the  best  things  advertising  does  is  the  self 
analysis  which  it  exacts.  The  ad-writer  is  compelled 
to  search  for  points  of  attractiveness ;  to  assemble  the 
facts  which  would  make  the  purchaser  want  to  buy. 
If  he  cannot  find  them,  and  the  article  has  intrinsic 
merit,   something  is   wrong  with   the    sales    scheme. 
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Often  the  ad-writer  picks  out  the  faults  and  suggests 
corrections. 

Many  utility  companies,  large  and  small,  have 
made  advertising  profitable  and  satisfactory.  Any 
utility  can  make  advertising  pay  by  giving  the  sub- 
ject the  attention  which  it  deserves. 


ELECTRICAL  ACTIVITY  IN  INLAND  EMPIRE. 

Carl  R.  Gray,  president  of  the  Spokane  &  Inland 
Empire  Electric  Railway  Company  says  in  the  fifth 
annual  report,  just  issued,  for  the  year  ended  June 
30,  1911,  that  while  the  street  railway  system  in  Spo- 
kane shows  an  increase  in  revenue  over  the  year  be- 
fore, there  were  decreases  on  the  interurban  lines  in 
northern  Idaho  and  eastern  Washfngton.  However, 
he  takes  an  optimistic  view  of  the  situation  and  pre- 
dicts increased  earnings  for  the  coming  year. 

The  total  revenues  from  transportation  for  the 
year  were  $1,669,638.07,  a  decrease  of  $93,976.34  from 
last  year,  while  the  operating  expenses  amounted  to 
$1,194,578.34,  an  increase  of  $112,410.71  over  1910. 
The  average  expense  per  mile  operated  was  $5,740.40, 
an  increase  of  $512.54.  The  net  operating  revenue 
was  $745,059.73,  a  decrease  of  $206,387.95  from  1910. 

The  freight  revenues  were  $399,980.92,  a  decrease 
of  $72,937.36  from  last  year,  and  the  passenger  reve- 
nues $620,882.67,  a  decrease  of  $134,725.15  from  the 
report  for  1910.  The  street  railway  system  showed 
a  revenue  of  $549,110.89,  an  increase  of  $62,992.23, 
while  other  revenues  amounte  dto  $99,663.59,  an  in- 
crease of  $60,693.94  over  last  year. 

Property  investment,  $5,282,620.54;  material  and 
supplies,  $308,345.50;  cash,  $25,858.38;  due  from  roads, 
companies  and  individuals,  $77,273.63 ;  sinking  fund ; 
$18,751.45;  sundry  expense  accounts,  $5,002.05,  mak- 
ing a  total  of  $25,718,852.63,  while  the  liabiHties  in- 
clude: Capital  stock,  common,  $10,000,000;  preferred 
rights,  $6,409,100;  first  mortgage  bonds,  $4,951,500; 
p?yroll,  audited  accounts,  vouchers  and  accounts, 
$281,147.97;  bills  payable,  $3,667,448.64;  accrued  bond 
interest  and  taxes  not  yet  payable,  $94,472.49;  ac- 
crued interest  in  floating  debt,  $2,711,28;  sinking  fund 
reserve,  $14,584.60;  sundry  expense  account,  $16,- 
604.99;  profit  and  loss,  $281,282.66;  total,  $25,718,- 
8-=;2.63. 

President  Gray  shows  in  closing  his  report  that 
the  physical  condition  of  the  property  is  excellent, 
adding  that  the  roadbed  has  been  kept  in  first  class 
condition,  with  good  banks,  tie  renewals  have  been 
made  when  necessary  and  ballast  has  been  applied  to 
practically  the  entire  mileage.  It  has  been  the  policy 
of  the  company,  in  order  to  build  up  industries  along 
its  lines,  to  put  in  spure  and  sidings  whenever  business 
promises. 

"Your  lines,"  he  says,  "are  built  through  a  rich 
and  developed  country.  On  the  inland  division  the 
Palouse  country  is  harvesting  this  year  an  unusually 
large  crop  and  we  anticipate  increased  earnings  for 
the  coming  year's  operation.  There  is  no  new  con- 
struction work  contemplated,  nor  will  there  be  unusual 
improvements  calling  for  a.-.y  l.nrge  investment  of 
money." 


EVAPORATIVE  TESTS  ON  A  WATER  TUBE 
BOILER.' 

BY  R.   F.   CHEVALIER. 

Test  of  January  5,  1911. 

The  fires  were  lit  under  the  boiler  on  the  evening 
of  the  4th  and  light  fires  maintained  through  the  night. 
At  8  :00  a.  m.,  January  5th,  steam  was  taken  from  the 
boiler  so  that  the  fires  might  burn  at  their  rated  ca- 
pacity. The  test  was  started  at  9:00  a.  m.  and  con- 
tinued until  5  :00  p.  m.  During  the  test,  the  fires  were 
attended  to  by  a  regular  fireman,  who  adjusted  the 
fires  according  to  instructions.  The  draft  regulation 
was  attended  to  by  the  writer.  The  boiler  tested  had 
been  in  operation  since  November  30,  1910.  Prior  to 
the  test,  the  water  had  been  drained  from  the  boiler 
and  the  internal  surfaces  inspected.  In  the  lower  and 
intermediate  steaming  elements,  there  was  no  deposit 
of  scale.  In  the  feed  water  element,  a  slight  scale  was 
found,  the  thickness  of  which  was  about  1/32  of  an 
inch.  Both  drums  had  a  soft,  slushy  mud  for  the  full 
length  of  the  bottom  and  about  6  inches  deep.  This 
mud  was  removed  and  the  drums  washed.  None  of  the 
tubes  were  cleaned  internally.  The  soot  was  thoroughly 
blown  from  the  heating  surface  on  January  4th. 

Test  of  March  18,  1911. 

In  the  interval  of  time  between  January  5th  and 
March  18th,  the  boiler  had  been  operated  intermit- 
tently at  about  one-half  of  the  rating.  Prior  to  the 
test,  the  boiler  was  opened  and  the  tubes  in  the  feed 
water  element  were  scraped.  The  tubes  in  the  inter- 
mediate and  lower  elements  required  no  cleaning. 

Fires  were  started  under  the  boiler  on  the  evening 
of  March  16th  and  moderate  fires  maintained  through 
the  night.  A  test  was  made  on  March  17th,  but  owing 
to  the  irregularity  of  the  load  on  the  boiler,  it  was 
deemed  advisable  to  make  another  test  on  the  follow- 
ing day.  Light  fires  were  again  kept  under  the  boiler 
during  the  night.  At  9:00  a.  m.  on  March  r8  steam 
was  used  from  the  boiler  so  that  the  "fires  could  be 
burned  at  their  rated  capacity.  The  test  was  started 
at  10:00  a.  m.  and  continued  until  8:00  p.  m.  At  1  :33 
p.  m.  a  strainer  in  the  steam  line  to  the  oil  pump,  filled 
with  scale  from  the  steam  pipe,  necessitating  a  shut 
down  of  three  minutes  until  the  strainer  could  be  taken 
out.  The  fires  had  to  be  extinguished  but  the  flow  of 
steam  from  the  boiler  was  not  interrupted,  thus  caus- 
ing a  drop  in  the  pressure.  The  soot  had  been  blown 
from  the  tubes  on  March  16th,  and  the  boiler  had  thus 
been  operated  for  about  30  hours  before  the  time  of  the 
test  without  further  removal  of  soot. 

Although  the  heating  surface  of  the  superheater 
had  been  decreased,  the  degree  of  superheat  was  more 
in  this  test  than  in  that  of  January  5th.  This  was  due 
to  the  fact  that  the  opening  through  the  baffles  between 
the  furnace  and  the  first  pass  had  been  shortened,  caus- 
ing a  greater  volume  of  the  gases  to  sweep  over  the 
heating  surface  of  the  superheater.  In  all  the  tests 
conducted,  no  blisters  nor  signs  of  distress  appeared 
on  any  of  the  tubes. 

iContlnued    from    Issue   of   October   7,   1911. 
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Curve    Showing    Oil    Burned    and    Steam    Used    for 
Atomization. 


Relationsliip  of  Steam  Required  for  Atomization  of  Oil.       Calibration   of   Orifice   Used   in   Measuring   Steam    for   Atomization. 
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STEAM  USED  BY  BURNERS  FOR  ATOMIZING  THE  FUET.  OIL  RELATION     BETWEEN     WEIGHT     AND     OUT- 

Test  of  March  isth,  1911.  py^  qP  INDUSTRIAL  MOTORS. 

Pressure  of  steam   at  burner -. 16S   lbs.   per  sq.   in.  ,,...,  .  . 

Temperature  of  steaiii  at  burner 'U0°  F.  Many  inquiries  have  come  in  of  late  from  readers 

Degrees  of  superheat Co     F.  r  ii         t  i         r  •  i      i        i    i-  ■    j.       -n  i_ 

Total  steam  used  bv  burners  for  ten  hours    7.441   lb.  01  the    |OUrnal   asking  what   relation    CXlStS,   II   any,    DC- 

Total   water  fed  to  boiler  for  ten   hours    lSi»,24C   lb.  ^^^^^    weight   and    OUtpUt    of    industrial    mOtors.       Cor- 

— '■ ^4.16%  of  total  water  evaporated  used  by  burners  to  respondence  has  been  undertaken  with  all  the  leading 

180,240  atomize    oil.  r       ,  j-  ii  j.j.  t^i        r    n      ^  j 

Equivalent  evaporation  from  and  at  212=  F,  for  ten       ^  manufacturers  regarding  the  matter.     The  fullest  and 

hours   224,218  lb.  jTiost   Comprehensive    data    were    received    from    the 

7,441 
^3.32%  of  total  equivalent  evaporation  used  by  burners.  WestingllOUSC    Electric    &    Mfg.    Co.    and    it    is    largely 

Total  weight  of  oil  as  flred  for  ten  houi-s 14,093  lb.  through   the   courtesy   of  this   Company   that   thefol- 

7,441  lowing  data  are  available  on  this  interesting  subject: 

=.528  pounds  of  steam  to  atomize  1   lb.  of  oil.  rr^,  i         i  i    i  j_         j  j 

14,093  ihe  power  developed  by  a  motor  depends  upon 

RESULTS  OP  EVAPORATIVE  TESTS  ON  A  645  H.p.  PARKER  its  torque  and  its  Speed.     If  the  torque  (T)  be  given 

BOILER  AT  THE  s.  P.  co.'s  FRUiTVALE  POWER  in  pounds  at  One  foot  radius,  the  horsepower  can  be 

STATION.  FRUITVALE.  caL.  Calculated  by  the  following  formula: 

1.  Date   of  test   (1911)    Jan.   5th.     Mar.  IS  "^  ^ 

2.  Duration  of  test    (hours)    , 8  10 

3.  Type  of  burner    (Internal  Mixer) '  T  X  rpm 

4.  Make  of  burner  (Owens) tt  n  i 

5.  Number  of  burners  used 3  8  M.±^.  equals  

6.  Water-heating    surface — sq.    ft 6080.  6080.  COCfi 

7.  Superheating   surface — sq.    ft ,        134.4  107.5  oZOU 

Averagre  Pressures — 

8.  Barometer— inches ib's.*  sq  in."'^  Foi"    ^    gi^^"    construction,    the    size,    dimensions 

9.  Steam  pressure  by  gauge  (saturated) —      178.5       179.7  and  weight  of  the  motor  parts  must  be  proportional 

10.  Oil  pressure  at  burner    78.  92.  "  ^  ,  ■ 

ins.  water  to    the    torque.      The    horsepower    developed    at    any 

11.  Force  of  draft  in  flue  after  damper .31  .294  .  ..         ,   ^      .^i  it--  ■  r    n 

12.  Force  of  draft  between  damper  and  boiler  .165  .15  torque  IS  proportional  tO  the  Speed.      i<  or  a  given   lUlI- 

13.  Force  of  draft  in  furnace  near  superheat.  -)-.01         4-.016  i„„j    *„„„„„    „    ^;..„„+    „„__,,„+    ,^^+^_    ^f    ^    rriiron    r-n.n 

14.  Force  of  draft  in  ash  pit .02  02  load  torque  a  direct  current  motor  ot  a  given  con- 

15.  BxTemtilt?"'""*"''!'!'^ degrees.  F.  struction   will   weigh   approximately   the    same   inde- 

"•    Fire  room .'        75  78  pendent  of  the  Speed  and  horsepowcr.     For  instance, 

17.  Air  entering  ash  pit   75  81  ^    ..  „    ,  .-^^  •,,  i-  -,       i        i.     -li 

18.  Furnace  (6  ft.  from  burner  tip) 2275        2390  a  10  h.p.  motor  at  500  r.p.m.  Will  ordinarily  be  built 

19.  Gases  entering  1st  pass    1680  ,,  ,.  on  i  i  i    moo  _  „  .», 

20.  Gases  leaving  1st  pass  and  entering  2d..       885  915  upon  the  Same  frame  as  a  iU  h.p.  motor  at  lUUU  r.p.m. 

21.  (3ases  leaving  2d  pass  and  entering  3d..         610  690  j    it,  ■    t,i         C   tt,^    t-,,,^    .^^^U^nac!    i,ri'l1    Ko    nr^r-ti 

22.  Gases  leavinl  3d  pass  and  entering  4th..       400  420    '  and  the  weights  of  the  two  machmes  Will   be  practi- 

24.  oif  ?t'"burlef  ^  .^.''.°."'.  ^°!]^^ /. '. '. '.  ::.:.: ; ;       ils  ill  cally  the  same.     Torque  is  therefore  the  most  logical 

25.  Feed  water  entering  boiler  .' .       165  123.4  ]-,asis    for    comparing    weights    of   direct    Current    ma- 

26.  Superheated   steam    539  561.2  .  i-  o  o 

27.  Saturated  steam  before  superheated  due  chines. 

to  pressure   379  379.5  ,,..   ,  •    ,       ,i        j      •  j     r  r       ,„(.„^„    „ 

28.  Degrees  of  superheat  160  181.7  With    a    consistently    designed,  line    01    motors   a 

Fuel—  curve  showing  the  relation  between  weight  and  square 

3^:    G^S^Uy'^'ofoTitsr-'t-teciflc.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.       .9700       .9627  root    of    torque,    when    plotted     on     rectangular     co- 

11:    ^ircl^taiiVl^itlVJt^e^fn^^;:::::.      '\'i       'W  ordinates   is   smooth   and   nearly   a   straight   line.      In 

33.  Calorific  value  of  dry  oil  per  lb— B.t.u..      18513       18681  the  case  of  induction  motors  this  IS  true  if  a  line  01 

34.  Weight  of  oil  as  flred — lbs 11841        14093  ,       .  ,  r  i  j     r 

35.  Weight  of  oil  consumed  corrected  for  motors   of   given   number   oi   poles   and    trequency    is 

36.  vSr  Of  mWture  ■free  oii  ■consumed-bi,ls       V4*!5^        Yl°56  considered.      This   method   will   be    employed    in   show- 
Fuel:   Average  per  Hour—  ing  the  relation  between  weight  and  output  of  direct 

Is:    ou%%Tu"L\Vpe'Tou?cSr?eTted--foV      "'°       ""'  current  and  induction  type  industrial  motors. 

moisture — lbs 1462  1401 

39.  Volume  of  dry  oil  consumed  per  hr — bbls  4.31  4.15  PART  I. 

40.  Oil   per   hour   corrected   for   moisture  per  „.  ^  n/r    ^ 

cu.  ft.  ot  furnace  volume — lbs 2.195       2.1  Direct   Current  Motors. 

41.  Oil  per  hour  corrected  for  moisture  per  .  ,  ■    i  r 

sq.  ft.  of  heating  surface— lbs .24  .23  Curve    1    shows   the   relation   between    weight   ot 

.„    Tt'"*"~  ,     ,  ,  bare  motor,  i.  e.  motor  without  rails  or  pulley,  and  the 

42.  Total  wgt.  of  water  fed  to  boUer— lbs..    156974       1S0240  udi  c  uiuuui ,  i.  v..  i  l„     ^    tu.v 

43.  Factor  of  evaporation  1.19         1 244  square  loot  of  torque.     The  Upper  curve  shows  tnis 

"•    ^^ri^^^s'  .'TT.'-."."°". .  'f"-". .  ^"•^. .  .^.'  1S6799      224218  relation  for  motors  having  cast  iron  frames  and  with- 

Water:    Average  per  Hour—  out  auxiliary  polcs    (Westinghousc   type   S   motors). 

\l:    Eq%^va!e"nT'e^*afoJ?|[ir"'fro',^^-and-at   "'''        ''"'*  The  lower  curve  shows  the  Same  for  a  line  of  motors 

47.  E'ql,^;iii'?i^t    evaporation  •from- -and -at   '''''       '''''  having    rolled    Steel    frames,    pressed    steel    feet    and 

212°  per  sq.  ft.  of  water  heating  sur-  havinp-  auxiliary  polcs,  representing  a  new  departure 

face — lbs ?S4  ^rq  ^  -^     t^  --  ,•  /-wr      j."        t 

48.  H.P.  developed  A.s.M.E.  rating— H.P.'..        676:?       650  in   the   construction   of  d.c.   machines    (\\  estinghouse 
lo:    Be"^!=t^n";tgr^??;i^d^«/YaUng-deve-,:        "'          "'  SKiiiotors).     In  tables  I  and  II  are  tabulated  values 

oped— %    105%       100.8%  ysgfj  j^  plotting  curve  1,  and  in  table  III  are  values 

Feonomlc    Re.sult.>« —  ,    .       *^  , ,       ^, 

51.     Water    evaporated    under    actual    condi-  "Sed   for  all  Other  CUrveS. 

r.n     Tj,''°."^  per  lb.  of  oil  as  fired— lbs 13.256      12.79  At  first  siffht,  the  light  weight  of  SIv  motors  may 

i>^.     Jiquivalent     evaporation     from     and     at  .i  ii.  m  o,.  ^  g,      ,  o  .-^   _ 

^,     _,2i2.°  per  lb.  of  oil  as  fired— lbs 15.775      15  91  seem  to  be  obtained  by  economizing  too  mucli  in  ma- 

53.  ^^•-y-^-t^,;-PJ^.-aUon^^from^^anci^.^a_t  '  ^^^;^,     ^^-^^  however,  is  not  the  casc :  the  light  weight 

Effl?-e  "'^— ^^'"^      "'"^  is  "^""^  entirely  to  the  inherent  characteristics  of  the 

54.  ESnTy  of  the  boiier-% S3.66%    83.13%  "1°^°^  ^""^  ^^c  quality  of  materials  uscd  in  its  construc- 

Analysis  of  the  Dry  Gases  l>y  Volume tJOH. 

55.  Sample    taken    from    gases    leaving    1st  The  principal  object  of  making  interpole  motors  IS 

pass    at T  J  '^  *■  Ijt-* 

56.  Carbon  dioxide  (CO,,)— %;;;;:: .■.•.■;.■,■.•.  13  05%    13  5^/  to  improve  commutation.     Among  other  things,    com- 

i>i.     Percentage   of  excess  air  above  amount  '  ,5  i  j      „„  . 

theoretically  required— %   jg,^         14^^  mutation  depends  OH . 
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TABLE    1.     CAST    IRON    FRAMES.      D.C.    SHUNT    "WOUND 


MOTORS 

200 

VOLTS. 

H.P. 

Rating. 

R.P.M. 

Square  Root  of 
Full  Load  Torque. 

"Weight 
Pounds. 

2 

1200 

2.96 

295 

5 

1300 

4.5 

400 

7% 

975 

6.35 

615 

8 

835 

7,1 

S15 

15 

1000 

8. 88 

1115 

16 

725 

10.4 

1500 

20 

650 

12.75 

1940 

25 

630 

14.40 

2460 

300 

600 

16.20 

2935 

35 

575 

17.9 

3230 

40 

550 

19.6 

4230 

TABLE    2. 

ROLJLED    STEEL 

FRAMES.     D.C 

SHUNT 

"WOUND 

MOTORS,  230  VOLTS. 

RATINGS  AND 

"WEIGHTS. 

H.P. 

Rat 

mg. 

R.P.M. 

Square  Root  of 
Full  Load  Torque. 

Weight 
Pounds. 

2 

1200 

2.96 

180 

3 

1100 

3.78 

250 

5 

1100 

4.9 

325 

7% 

1150 

5.85 

440 

IVa 

975 

6.36 

460 

10 

1150 

6.84 

500 

10 

850 

7.85 

600 

15       1 

1100 

8.45 

665 

15       ' 

825 

9.74 

790 

20 

900 

10.8 

895 

20 

750 

11.8 

985 

30 

975 

12.7 

1115 

30 

725 

14.7 

1460 

40 

775 

16.5 

1740 

40 

600 

18.7 

2040 

50 

565 

21.6 

2600 

ampere- 


1.  Ratio    of    the    number    of    armature 
turns  to  the  number  of  field  ampere  turns. 

2.  Air  gap. 

For  good  commutation  a  non-interpole  motor 
must  have  a  strong  field,  i.  e.  a  large  amount  of  copper 
on  the  field  poles  and  a  large  cross  section  of  magnetic 
circuit.  The  counteracting  ampere  turns  produced  by 
the  armature  current  must  be  comparatively  small ; 
hence,  the  number  of  turns  on  the  armature  must  be 


'X>OiX>- 


I    CURVE'l- 

RELATION  BET  WEIBHT 
o— o  C^T  IrdnFf^me 


'6000^ 


X— X  Kdlleo^teel 


\S^i/a/-e  Poor  of  Fu//   LO'!'^  Tori^ue 


OS  /O  /S  £0  SS  30 

Graphic    Relation    Between    "Weight    and    Output    of 

Direct   Current   Motors. 

kept  down.  The  air  gap  must  also  be  large  so  as 
to  offer  sufficient  reluctance  to  the  magneto-motive 
force  produced  by  the  armature  ampere-turns  and 
to  produce  a  stiff  field,  i.  e.,  a  field  not  easily  distorted 
by  armature  reaction. 

In    an    interpole    motor,    however,    the    armature 
ampere  turns  are  counteracted  by  the  interpole  wind- 


ings. More  armature  turns,  a  smaller  air  gap,  lighter 
field  coils,  and  smaller  cross  section  of  the  entire  mag- 
netic circuit  are,  therefore,  possible.  The  reduction 
in  the  cross  section  of  the  magnetic  circuit  does  not 
effect  the  rigidity  of  the  motor,  since  the  section  nec- 
essary for  magnetic  purposes  is  far  in  excess  of  that 
required  for  mechanical  strength. 

All  these  principles  have  been  utilized  in  the  de- 
sign of  Westinghouse  SK  motors.  With  a  slightly 
decreased  air  gap  and  the  use  of  interpoles  and  pressed 
steel  feet,  the  "weight  of  the  motor  has  been  consider- 
ably reduced  belo"w  the  "weight  of  the  older  type  of 
motor,  without  sacrificing  electrical  performance  or 
mechanical  strength. 


.    LABOR    DISPLACING    MAGNETS. 

Illustrative  of  the  different  vie"wpoints  human  be- 
ings have  regarding  the  progress  of  a  great  industry 
and  the  results  thought  to  be  brought  about  in  the 
advancement  of  the  race,  we  print  the  following  from 
the  Social-Democratic  Herald  of  Milwaukee,  a  Social- 
ist organ.  Our  own  views  "will  be  found  on  the 
editorial  page. 

Magnets !  Lifting  magnets !  These  labor-saving 
— or  rather  labor-displacing  devices  have  been  on  the 
market  for  about  four  years,  but  their  importance 
in  reducing  the  number  of  names  on  the  pay  rolls  of 
the  capitalists'  institutions  have  been  realized  only 
"within  the  last  twelve  or  eighteen  months.  But  "with- 
in that  time  their  introduction  has  added  thousands 
of  men  to  the  army  of  unemployed  and  "within  the 
next  two  years  their  further  use  "will  add  tens  of 
thousands  to  the  already  overcrowded  army. 

One  day  last  May,  Ralph  Korngold  of  Los  Angeles, 
Cal.,  and  the  "writer  watched  two  of  these  lifting  mag- 
nets unloading  scrap  and  pig  iron  at  the  Homestead 
plant  of  the  Carnegie  Steel  Company. 

"Those  two  young  men  operating  the  two  mag- 
nets from  the  cages  of  those  traveling  electric  cranes 
are  now  doing  the  work  it  formerly  required  twenty- 
five  men  to  do,"  said  the  foreman  of  the  department 
in  leply  to  an  inquiry. 

Further  inquiry  developed  the  fact  that  the  two 
young  men  operators  of  the  cranes  and  magnets  did 
the  work  so  rapidly  that  they  were  employed  only 
part  of  the  time,  while  the  twenty-five  men  who 
formerly  did  the  work  were  employed  all  of  the  time. 

In  fourteen  other  parts  of  the  works  we  found 
the  same  kind  of  magnets  had  performed  the  same 
kind  of  service  in  the  way  of  decreasing  the  pay  roll 
lists,  which  in  cold  figures  means  that  twenty-eight 
men  are  now  employed  part  of  the  time,  where  for- 
merly it  required  350  workers  to  remain  constantly 
on  the  job.  And  the  end  is  not  yet,  for  more  and  more 
of  these  labor-displacing  and  increased  profit-making 
devices  are  to  be  installed  in  other  departments  of 
the  mill. 

The  following  week  we  made  a  visit  to  the  plants 
of  the  Crucible  Steel,  the  American  Steel  and  Wire, 
Mackintosh  &  Hemple,  National  Tube,  Jones  & 
Laughlin  and  other  companies  in  the  smoke  belt,  and 
the  magnets  at  all  of  these  places  were  in  evidence 
equally  as  strong.    At  the  South  Side  works  of  Jones 
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&  Laughlin  the  superintendent  of  one  of  the  depart- 
ments made  this  startling  statement : 

"A  few  years  ago,  not  farther  back  than  1907,  the 
employing  capacity  of  these  works  was  10,000  men. 
Now  we  can  turn  out  more  material  with  4,000  than 
we  formerly  could  and  do  the  work  cheaper,  too." 

"What  became  of  the  5,000  men?"  he  was  asked. 
"God,  I  don't  know.  We  put  a  machine  in  the 
brass-finishing  department  last  week  and  it  put  eigh- 
teen skilled  workers  out  of  jobs.  And  we  shall  never 
need  them  again  to  do  that  kind  of  work.  Why  if  this 
thing  keeps  up  we  shall  not  need  men  at  all  to  run 
the  mill.  At  least  not  many.  The  engineers  are  con- 
stantly figuring  on  labor-saving  devices.  We  scarcely 
need  any  skilled  men  any  more.  The  machine  has 
the  brains  and  any  kind  of  a  man  with  ordinary  in- 
telligence can  make  the  machine  do  the  work.  I  tell 
you  the  men  around  here  are  getting  scared.  They 
can  see  their  opportunity  of  having  jobs  becoming 
more  insecure  every  day.  This  certainly  is  the  age 
of  invention  in  the  way  of  labor-saving  devices.  That 
is  about  all  the  bosses  seem  to  be  thinking  about  these 
days." 

The  first  day  in  June  the  writer,  in  company  with 
Alexander  Irvine  of  New  York,  went  to  see  the  ex- 
hibit at  the  Western  Exposition  building  at  Pittsburg, 
where  we  found  on  view  all  kinds  of  new  machines 
for  the  benefit  of  the  delegates  to  the  American  Foun- 
drymen's  Convention.  There  we  saw  magnetic  sepa- 
rators, wood-carving  machines,  improved  lathes,  add- 
ing machines,  sand-mixers,  improved  sand  molds,  etc., 
all   of  which    were  on    the   market   to   be   sold    to   the 


foundrymen,  coal  operators,  and  owners  of  steel  plants 
and  big  machine  shops,  the  inducement  to  buy  always 
including  the  argument  that  "their  use  would  decrease 
the  pay  roll  list  and  increase  the  profits." 

In  this  great  machiner)'  exhibit  we  found  one 
of  the  labor-displacing  lifting  magnets.  It  was  a  sixty- 
two-inch  afifair  and  the  salesman  in  charge  of  this 
display  advanced  the  information  that  the  harmless 
looking  device  was  capable,  when  connected  with  an 
electric  wire,  of  lifting  from  ten  to  fifteen  tons.  One 
of  the  magnets  was  connected  with  a  crane  that  had 
been  erected  between  the  two  buildings  at  the  exposi- 
tion grounds,  and  by  the  simple  movement  of  several 
levers  operated  by  one  man  it  was  demonstrated  that 
scrap  and  pig  iron  could  be  lifted  and  deposited  at 
the  will  of  the  operator. 

Literature  supplied  by  the  exhibitor  showed  that 
two  of  these  labor-displacing  magnets  had  unloaded 
4,000,000  pounds  of  machine  pig  iron  in  ten  hours  and 
thirty  minutes.  This  record  was  made  in  unloading 
the  steamship  Erwin  L.  Fisher  at  the  blast  furnace 
ore  dock  of  the  Island  Steel  Company,  one  of  the  sub- 
sidiaries of  the  steel  trust,  at  Indiana  Harbor,  Ind. 

The  steamship  docked  at  7:15  a.  m.,  and  the  work 
of  unloading  began  at  7:35  a.  m.  and  was  completed 
at  5:35  p.  m.  The  boat  cleared  at  7:20  p.  m.  the  same 
day.  As  work  was  suspended  for  thirty  minutes  at 
noon  the  actual  time  for  unloading  was  only  ten 
and  one-half  hours. 

Before  the  introduction  of  the  magnets  it  required 
Ihe  services  of  twenty-eight  men  working  two  days 
and  l\v(i  nis'hts  In  unloatl  a  boat  of  this  capacity.   Now 
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two  operators  stationed  in  the  cages  of  the  travehng 
cranes  do  the  work  in  less  than  eleven  hours,  and  the 
only  assistance  they  get  is  from  two  laborers  during 
the  last  two  hours  of  the  unloading,  these  men  get- 
ting the  pig  iron  in  better  position  at  the  bottom  of 
the  hold  of  the  vessel. 

It  can  also  been  seen  that  the  saving  is  not  con- 
fined to  the  twenty-four  or  twenty-five  men  actually 
displaced  in  the  unloading  operations.  Formerly  when 
it  required  the  services  of  many  men  from  fifty  to  sixty 
hours  to  unload  the  cargo,  the  sailors,  firemen,  engi- 
neers, electricians  and  others  who  make  up  the  crew 
of  the  vessel,  took  a  generous  rest  and  found  time  to 
get  acquainted  with  their  families  and  friends  in  port. 
At  the  same  time  they  knew  they  were  being  carried 
on  the  pay  roll.  But  when  the  magnet  came  along 
the  owners  of  the  ore-carrying  steamer  decided  that 
loafing  on  the  part  of  its  crew  was  a  useless  expense 
and  now  one  vessel's  usefulness  under  former  con- 
ditions is  made  to  do  the  work  of  two  boats,  and  at 
the  same  time  do  the  work  at  less  expense.  This 
means  that  the  hours  of  the  workers  for  rest  have  been 
decreased,  and  not  so  man}^  men  will  be  required  at 
the  ship  yards. 

So  the  Socialists  in  iMilwaukee  in  more  ways  than 
one  are  hastening  the  day  of  emancipation.  And  when 
will  be  the  day  for  that  emancipation?  This  question 
I  asked  of  Comrade  Irvine.     And  his  answer  was : 

"Just  as  soon  as  the  workers  own  the  magnet." 

Was  his  answer  right?  It  is  for  the  working  class 
to  answer  at  the  ballot  box. 


FARM  ENGINEERING. 

Recognizing  that  much  remains  to  be  accom- 
plished by  applying  good  engineering  to  farm  opera- 
tions and  to  the  work  of  land  development,  the  man- 
agement of  the  American  Land  and  Irrigation  Expo- 
sition, to  be  held  at  Madison  Square  Garden,  Novem- 
ber 3  to  12,  has  appointed  Putnam  A.  Bates,  a  con- 
sulting engineer  who  has  specialized  in  these  subjects, 
to  direct  the  assembly  of  exhibits  in  this  division  of 
the  Exposition.  It  looks  forward  to  this  feature  as 
one  of  the  most  important  of  the  entire  Land  Show, 
and  believe  it  will  throw  new  light  on  farming 
methods. 

The  country,  especially  in  the  farming  districts,  is 
dotted  with  water  powers,  once  in  active  use  for  mill- 
ing purposes,  but  which  the  farmers  now  allow  to 
run  to  waste.  In  one  instance  where  the  farmer  was 
wise  enough  to  utilize  this  power  for  an  electric  plant, 
he  discovered  that  a  four-horse-power  dynamo  would 
run  sixty  ordinary  lights,  drive  a  milk  separator,  milk 
the  cows,  turn  a  grindstone,  a  fanning  mill  or  feed 
grinder,  cut  the  ensilage,  and  drive  a  dozen  other 
small  machines.  He  calculated  that  it  did  the  work  of 
three  hired  men,  besides  lighting  the  local  church  and 
his  house  and  stable.  Citj'  comforts  are  fast  invading 
country  villages,  as  is  proved  by  the  fact  that  in  1909, 
out  of  5577  central  stations  supplying  villages  and 
cities  with  power,  4357  existed  in  towns  of  less  than 
5000  inhabitants. 


PRIMER  OF  APPLIED  THERMODYNAMICS.' 

SEVENTH  LECTURE. 

Moisture   and   Steam    Calorimetry. 

In  our  last  lecture  we  found  that  in  order  to  com- 
pute the  efficiency  of  a  boiler  or  arrive  at  the  so-called 
factoi  of  evaporation,  it  is  always  necessary  to  know 
the  total  heat  of  steam.  In  the  case  considered  in 
the  last  lecture,  the  steam  was  superheated,  hence 
we  knew  absolutely  that  no  moisture  could  exist  in  the 
steam.  When  saturated  steam  is  used,  however,  a 
large  quantity  of  fine  water  particles  is  often  sus- 
pended in  the  steam.  When  this  is  the  case,  it  is  evi- 
dent that  it  would  be  incorrect  to  say  that  the  total 
heat  per  lb.  of  steam  is  the  sum  of  the  heat  of  the 
liquid  and  latent  heat  of  evaporation  without  making 
some  allowance  for  the  water  which  has  not  been 
evaporated  and  which  consequently  represents  no 
latent  heat.  Suppose  for  instance  we  have  saturated 
steam  at  atmospheric  pressure,  and  10%  of  this  steam 
is  composed  of  water  particles.  Evidently  then  for 
every  pound  of  this  mixture  only  90%  is  in  reality 
in  the  form  of  steam.  Instead  of  970.4  B.t.u.  being 
required  to  form  a  lb.  of  the  mixture,  but  .90  of  970.4 
B.t.u.  are  required.  In  other  words  to  raise  a  lb.  of 
water  from  32°  F.  to  212°  F.  requires  180  B.t.u.,  and 
to  form  the  vapor  in  this  case,  an  additional  873.4 
B.t.u.  are  necessary,  requiring  in  all  1053.4  B.t.u. 
instead  of  the  usual  1150.4  B.t.u.  Generally  speaking 
then,  if  we  have  x  proportion  of  the  vapor  as  dry 
steam  the  heat  required  to  raise  1  lb.  of  water  from 
32°  F.  to  steam  is  (x  L -f  h)  B.t.u.,  where  x  is  the 
proportion  of  dry  steam,  L  the  latent  heat,  and  h 
the  heat  of  the  liquid. 

Practically  all  saturated  steam  contains  water, 
varying  in  amount  from  a  fraction  of  one  per  cent 
where  the  steam  is  generated  in  a  properly  designed 
boiler  fed  with  good  water,  to  five  per  cent,  or  even 
more,  when  the  feed  water  is  bad,  or  the  boilers  are 
of  defective  design.  Not  only  is  the  heat  absorbed 
by  raising  this  water  from  the  boiler  feed  temperature 
to  the  steam  temperature  practically  wasted,  but  the 
water  causes  further  loss  by  increasing  the  initial 
condensation  in  the  engine  cylinder.  It  also  interferes 
with  proper  cylinder  lubrication,  causes  knocking  in 
the  engine,  and  water  hammer  in  the  steam  pipe. 

We  have  hitherto  found  that  the  heat  of  the  liquid 
is  the  amount  of  heat  necessary  to  raise  water  from 
32°  F.  to  some  other  intermediate  point  or  in  satur- 
ated steam  it  represents  the  amount  of  heat  required 
to  raise  a  pound  of  water  from  32°  F.  to  the  temper- 
ature of  evaporation  of  the  water  for  the  particular 
pressure.  Roughly  speaking  1  B.t.u.  per  degree  is  re- 
quired. This  is  not  strictl}^  accurate,  however.  Fig. 
16  is  a  diagram  from  which  the  liquid  heat  may  be 
obtained  at  once  with  extreme  accuracy,  the  diagram 
having  been  made  from  Peabody's  Revised  Steam  and 
Entropy  Tables.  This  table  gives  at  once  the  quan- 
tity which  must  be  added  in  addition  to  1  B.t.u. 
per  degree  for  anj^  temperature.  With  this  table 
combined   with   those   given   in   previous   lectures   the 

'A  resume,  devoid  of  higher  mathematics,  covering  the 
essentials  of  a  series  of  lectures  now  being  given  by  the  editor 
of  this  Journal  before  the  Senior  Mechanical  Engineering 
students   at   the  University   of  California. 
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Curve    Showing    Accurate    Metliod    of    Reading  Heat   of   Liquid.      Subtract   32   From   tlie   Temperature   and 
Then  Add  the  Number  Corresponding  to  tlie  Temperature    on    the    Cliart. 


student  is  now  enabled  to  proceed  with  any  problem 
involving  steam  tables. 

The  instrument  used  in  engineering  practice  to 
determine  the  amount,  of  water  in  saturated  steam, 
or,  in  technical  terms,  to  determine  the  "quality  of 
the  steam,"  is  known  as  a  steam  calorimeter.  The 
name  is  misleading  and  should  not  be  confused  with 
the  entirely  different  type  of  calorimeter  described  in 
a  previous  lecture  as  being  used  in  the  determina- 
tion of  the  calorific  value  of  fuels.  The  several  types 
of  steam  calorimeters  met  with  in  practice  can  be 
classed  under  five  headings  as  follows : 

1.  The  barrel  or  tank  calorimeter. 

2.  The  surface-condensing  calorimeter. 

3.  The  throttling  or  superheating  calorimeter. 

4.  The    chemical    calorimeter. 

5.  The  electrical  calorimeter. 

The  design  of  the  barrel  or  tank  calorimeter  is 
of  simple  nature,  and  the  principle  involved  even  more 
simple.  A  portion  of  the  steam  to  be  tested  is  passed 
through  a  hose  into  a  barrel  or  tank  filled  with  water. 
The  weight  of  the  water  is  noted  before  the  steam  is 
turned  in,  and  its  weight  again  determined  after  the 
steam  application.  The  temperature  of  the  water 
before  and  after  the  steam  application  is  noted,  and 
by  reading  the  pressure  of  the  saturated  steam  under 
observation,  the  list  of  data  necessary  is  complete.  In 
refined  measurements,  corrections  for  radiation  and 
heat  absorbed  by  the  tank  are  made,  also. 

Let  us  suppose  that  the  water  in  the  tank  weighs 
27  lb.  and  that  its  weight  is  30  lb.  after  the  steam  ap- 
plication is  made.  The  water  in  the  barrel  was  at 
62°  F.  and  became  175°  F.  after  the  steam  application, 
the  pressure  gauge  measuring  the  pressure  of  the  sat- 
urated steam  reading  90  lb.  gauge.  Let  us  find  the 
quality  of  the  steam.     Now  in  every  lb.  of  steam  at 


90  lb.  gauge,  or  104.7  lb.  absolute,  there  is  found  from 
the  steam  tables  to  be  885.0  B.t.u.  as  latent  heat  and 
301.9  B.t.u.  as  heat  in  the  liquid.  But  if  x  lb.  only  are 
actually  evaporated  in  every  pound  of  mixture,  the 
true  heat  which  the  saturated  steam  possesses  per 
lb.  is 

885  x  + 301.9 

Since  30-27  or  3  lb.  of  steam  have  been  con- 
densed in  the  tank,  and  since  the  tank  has  the  tem- 
perature of  175°  F.,  evidently  the  whole  amount  of 
heat  given  up  by  the  3  lb.  of  steam  is 

3   (885  x  + 301.9  — 143) 

Since  the  steam  has  parted  with  this  heat,  the 
water  must  have  gained  an  equal  amount.    Hence 

3   (885x-f  301.9  — 143)  =93X27 

858.1 

or  X  = =  0.97 

885 

In  general  we  have  as  a  heat  balance  for  the 
barrel  or  tank  calorimeter, 

W   (x„L„-|-h,  — h,)   =w    (h,  — h) 
h,  (w  4- W)  — wh  — W  h„ 


WL„ 

Where 

W:=  Weight    of    steam. 

w:=  weight  of  water, 

t=:  initial    temperature    of   water, 

t,  =  fln:il    temperature    of   water, 

h  =  heat   of  liquid   at   t, 
h,=:heat  of  liquid   at  t,, 
P„=:  .steam    pressure    for   I^,. 
L,„  =  latent    heat    at    P„, 
h„=:heat   of   lifiuld    in    steam, 
x"  =  proportion    of    steam    In    vapor. 

The  surface-condensing  calorimeter  is  similar  in 
principle  to  the  barrel  or  tank  calorimeter,  with  the 
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exception  that  the  water  does  not  come  in  contact 
with  the  steam  to  be  condensed.  As  a  rule,  the  steam 
is  passed  through  a  metallic  coil,  which  is  immersed 
in  water.  The  steam  coming  in  contact  with  the 
cool  surface  is  condensed  into  water  and  is  col- 
lected at  the  outlet  and  weighed,  its  temperature 
being  noted.  The  last  temperature  will  in  general 
be  different  from  the  final  temperature  of  the  water 
in  the  calorimeter.  Making  due  allowance  for  this 
difference  in  temperature,  we  can  write  our  heat  equa- 
tions for  this  form  of  calorimeter  as  follows : 

W  (.x„  L„  -I-  h„  —  hj  ^  w  (h,  —  h) 
w  hj  -|-  W  h,  —  w  h  —  W  h„ 


in   which  letters  have  same   meaning  as   in   former   calorimeter 

description,    and 

t.,  rr:  final   temperature   of   steam 
h..nz:heat  of  liquid  in   condensed   steam. 

The  two  t3'pes  of  calorimeter  are  not  extremely 
accurate  as  they  are  liable  to  so  many  sources  of 
error.  The  so-called  throttling  or  superheating  calor- 
imeter is,  on  the  other  hand,  extremely  accurate  within 
its  range  of  operation.  Let  us  suppose  that  we  have 
saturated  steam  at  200  lb.  absolute  pressure,  and 
that  we  admit  some  of  this  steam  into  a  chamber 
and  so  throttle  the  valve  controlling  the  entrance  of 
the  steam  into  this  chamber  that  its  pressure  is  kept 
fairly  low — say  atmospheric  pressure  of  14.7  lb.  per 
sq.  in. 

Let  us  suppose  that  3%  of  the  saturated  steam  is 
moisture.  At  200  lb.  pressure,  from  the  chart  given 
in  the  last  lecture,  I  find  the  latent  heat  of  evapora- 
tion is  843.3  or  for  quality  of  .97,  we  have  818;  and 
since  the  temperature  is  382°  F.,  the  liquid  heat  is 
354.4,  thus  making  the  total  heat  1172.4.  When  this 
steam  is  so  throttled  that  the  pressure  becomes  low- 
ered to  14.7  lb.  per  sq.  in.,  the  total  heat  is  1150.4.  The 
difference  between  1172.4  and  1150.4  is  22  B.t.u.  This 
heat  being  liberated  from  the  steam  at  higher  pres- 
sure when  reduced  to  lower  pressure  must  be  felt  in 
the  physical  state  of  the  steam  at  the  lower  pressure. 
Hence  the  steam  must  be  superheated.  We  found  in 
the  last  lecture  that  the  specific  heat  of  steam  is  a 
variable  quantity,  but  let  us  suppose  tor  illustration, 
that  the  mean  specific  heat  is  .48  in  this  case.  Hence 
the  steam  would  be  superheated  22/48  or  45.8°  F. 
Evidently,  then,  if  we  measure  the  temperature  of 
the  steam  at  the  reduced  pressure  and  note  the  two 
pressures  we  can  compute  the  moisture  in  the  steam, 
provided  the  steam  is  not  so  moist  that  all  of  the  sur- 
plus heat  is  expended  in  evaporating  the  moisture 
without  superheating  it.  The  heat  in  the  saturated 
steam  must  equal  the  heat  in  the  superheated  steam  at 
the  reduced  pressure.  Hence  we  have  for  the  throt- 
tling or  superheating  calorimeter. 

x„L„  +  h„  =  H  +  k(T  — t) 
H  -I-  k  (T  —  t)  —  h„ 


It  is  seen  that  xo  L"  +h«  must  at  least  equal  H, 
or  we  cannot  determine  x".  In  cases,  then,  of  heavy 
moisture  content  in  saturated  steam,  this  form  of 
calorimeter  will  not  work  without  some  additional 
data.  If  we  can  supply  a  definite  known  quantity 
of  heat  to  the  saturated  steam,  we  can  make  this  form 
of  calorimeter  accurate  and  positive  for  any  degree  of 
moisture.  If  then  O  units  of  heat  be  supplied  to 
the  saturated  steam,  we  shall  have  an  equation  as 
follows : 

x„L„4-h„-|-Q  =  H-(-k    (T  — t) 

H-l-   k  (T  — t)  —  h„  — Q 
.■.X,  = 

The  Barrus  calorimeter  makes  use  of  this  prin- 
ciple, and  is  found  accurate  and  dependable. 

Another  form  of  moisture  measuring  device  is  the 
so-called  separating  calorimeter,  which  mechanically 
separates  the  water  from  the  steam.  The  principle 
usually  made  use  of  in  bringing  this  about  is  to  sud- 
denly change  the  velocity  of  the  steam,  allowing  the 
steam  in  its  changed  direction  to  pass  out  through 
small  perforations.  As  the  water  is  more  ponder- 
ous it  cannot  pass  through  sudden  changes  of  direction 
and  hence  it  falls  into  a  cup  beneath.  The  water  is 
then  weighed  and  the  steam  is  either  later  condensed 
and  weighed,  or  some  other  device  used  to  measure 
its  quantity.    If 

W^weiglit    of    steam    free    from    moisture, 
W,  ^  weight  of  water  free  from  steam, 


Where 

x„^  proportion  of  dry  steam  in   saturated  steam, 
L„  =  latent    heat  , of    saturated    steam. 
h„:rrheat    of   liquid   of   saturated   steam, 
Hzr:  total  heat  of  saturated  steam  at  lower  pressure, 

k^mean    specific    heat    (use    .48    for    first    approx  ), 
T  ^  temperature    of    superheated    steam. 
t  =  temperature   of   saturated   steam   at    lower   pressure. 


W  -1- W, 

The  chemical  calorimeter  makes  use  of  the  well- 
known  quality  of  common  salt,  that  it  will  not  go 
into  solution  when  dry  steam  is  passed  over  it,  but, 
on  the  other  hand,  will  rapidly  absorb  any  moisture 
suspended    in    the    steam. 

In  the  electric  calorimeter,  the  principle  is  the 
same  as  in  the  throttling  calorimeter,  in  which  a 
known  quantity  of  heat  is  supplied  to  the  saturated 
steam.  In  this  case,  however,  the  heat  is  supplied  by 
an  electric  current.  Fine  german  silver  wires  are 
passed  through  the  saturated  steam,  and  the  voltage 
and  amperage  noted..  If  E  B.t.u.  be  supplied  in  this 
manner,  we  shall  have 

x„  L„  4-  h„  -I-  E  =  H  -1-   k  (T  —  t) 

H  +  k  (T  —  t)  — h„  —  B 
or  x,,  r^z ■ — 

in   which   1   B.t.u.  =  17.59   watts   per   min. 

During  the  year  1908.  H.  G.  Stott  and  R.  J.  S. 
Pigott^  performed  a  test  on  a  15,000  kw.  steam-engine- 
turbine  unit  for  the  Interborough  Rapid  Transit  Com- 
pany which  supplies  power  for  the  New  York  sub- 
way. Fig.  16  shows  an  illustration  of  ingenuity  neces- 
sary to  put  through  a  test  of  this  magnitude.  No 
previous  methods  had  been  devised  to  measure  the 
quality  of  low  pressure  steam.  It  was  found  that 
the  ordinary  perforated  pipe  sampler  which  is  used 
to  tap  into  the  steam  flow  was  absolutely  worthless 
in  giving  a  true  sample.  It  was  found  necessary  that 
the  sample  be  taken  from  the  main  without  changing 
its  direction  or  velocity  until  it  is  safely  in  the  sample 
pipe  and  entirely  isolated  from  the  rest  of  the  steam. 

'Trans.  Amer.  Inst.  Elec.  Bngs.,  Vol.  XXIX,  Part  1.  Page  222. 
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Fig.     17.     A   New   and   Accurate   Method   of   Deter- 
mining Moisture  in  Steam  at  Low  Presures. 

In  Fig.  17,  the  %  in.  brass  nozzle  on  the  sampler 
is  arranged  to  point  in  exactly  the  opposite  direction 
to  the  steam  flow;  the  lip  of  the  nozzle  is  filed  to  a 
knife-edge  to  avoid  disturbing  the  steam  current 
around  the  sampler  mouth  by  impact  and  eddies 
against  a  sensibly  thick  lip.  If  any  sudden  turn  is 
made  by  the  wet  steam  in  entering  the  sample  nozzle, 
the  entrained  moisture,  by  reason  of  its  immensely 
greater  specific  gravity  and  slight  skin  friction  will 
continue  with  unchanged  direction  and  a  dry  sample 
will  enter  the  nozzle.  In  other  words,  without  proper 
care,  the  sampler  becomes  a  very  fair  separator.  The 
form  of  sampler  shown  in  the  figure  takes  out  the 
sample  without  disturbing  its  direction,  and  the 
velocity  can  be  kept  correct  by  determining  the  flow 
from  the  following  formula : 

Wa 

w  = 

A 
Wliere 

w  ::=  lb.    per   hr.    flow    tlirough    calorimeter, 
W^lb.   per   hr.   flow   through   steam   main, 

a  =  area   of    sampler    nozzle, 
A  ^  area    of    main. 

THERMOTWISTE3RS. 

1.  Steam  at  100  lb.  pressure  is  mixed  with  water  at  100° 
F.  The  weight  of  the  water  increases  from  10  to  11  lb.  and  its 
temperature  rises  to  197 1/2  °  F.  What  is  the  percentage  of  dry- 
ness  of  the   steam? 

2.  The  same  steam  is  condensed  in  and  discharged  from  a, 
coil,  its  temperature  becoming  210°,  and  10  lb.  of  surrounding 
water  rise  in  temperature  from  100°  to  20414°.  Find  the  qual- 
ity of  the  steam.  What  would  have  been  an  easier  way  of  de- 
termining the   quality? 

3.  What  is  the  maximum  percentage  of  wetness  that  can 
be  measured  in  a  throttling  calorimeter  in  steam  at  100  lb. 
pressure,  if  the  discharge  pressure  is  30  lb.? 

4.  Steam  at  100  lb.  pressure  has  added  to  it  from  an  ex- 
ternal source  30  B.t.u.  per  pound.  It  is  throttled  to  30  lb. 
pressure,  its  temperature  becoming  270.3°  F.  What  was  its 
dryness? 

5.  In  the  last  problem,  the  added  heat  is  from  an  electric 
current  of  5  amperes  provided  for  one  minute,  the  voltage  fall- 
ing from  220  to  110.  What  was  the  amount  of  heat  added  and 
the  percentage  of  dryness   of  the  steam? 

6.  An  engine  consumes  10,000  lb.  of  dry  steam  per  hour,  the 
moisture    having    been    completely    eliminated    by    a    receiver 


separator  which  at  tlie  end  of  one  hour  is  found  to  contain 
2S5  lb.  of  water.  What  was  the  dryness  of  the  steam  enter- 
ing the  separator? 

Solution  of   Thermotwisters — Fourth   Lecture.. 

1.  A  boiler  evaporates  3000  lb.  of  water  per  hour  from 
feed-water  temperature  of  200°  F.  to  drv  steam  at  160  lb. 
pressure  which  corresponds  to  a  temperature  of  363.0°  F. 
What  is  its   horsepower? 

H  1=1150 -I- 0.3745  (t  —  212) — 0.00055   (t  —  212)=,  where  t  ;=  363.6 

.-.  H  =  1150  -f  0.3745  X  151.6  —  0.00055  X  151.6  X  131-6 

^1194.2  B.t.u. 

Since  the  water  enters  the  boiler  at  200°  F.,  it  has  already 
a  heat  of  liquid  amounting  to  168.2  B.t.u.  Hence  net  heat  imparted 
to  steam  by  boiler  is  1194.2  —  168.2  =  1026.0  per  lb.  Total  heat 
imparted  is  therefore  3000  X  1026  =  3,078,000  B.t.u.  One  boiler 
horsepower  is  defined  by  A.  S.  M.  E.  as  being  such  a  boiler 
which  will  evaporate  per  hour  34%  lb.  of  water  from  and 
at  212°  F.  Each  lb.  of  steam  formed  under  such  condi- 
tions requires  970.4  B.t.u.  Hence  341,4  lb.  per  hr.  will  require 
34%  X  970.4   B.t.u..      Therefore  horsepower  of  boiler   is 

3,078,000 

=  91.9   H.P. 

34.5  X  970.4 

2.  In  the  above  problem  what  proportion  of  the  whole 
heat  in  the  fuel  is  carried  away  in  the  flue  gases,  if  their  tem- 
perature is  600°  F..  assuming  the  specific  heats  of  the  gases 
to  be  constant?  The  initial  temperature  of  the  fuel  and  air 
supplied   is  0°    F. 

This  problem  cannot  be  solved  directly  witliout  more  defi- 
nite data  being  given  or  assumptions  made.  Let  us  proceed 
to  a  general  solution  making  necessary  assumptions. 

Let  us  assume  average  conditions;  that  is,  tliat  the  boiler 
has   an    efficiency   of   60%. 

Energy  in  fuel  per  hour  is  then 

3,078,000 

=  5,130,000    B.t.u. 

.60 

Fuel  supplied  we  will  assume  has  calorific  value  of  14,000 
B.t.u.    per   lb. 

3,078,000 

Hence   lb.   of   fuel   required  per   hrz= :i=366.4. 

.60  X  14,000 

To    thoroughly    consume    each    lb.    of    coal    requires    about 
16  lb.  of  air.     Hence  17  lb.  of  gas  will  be  formed. 
Hence  total  gas  escaping  per  hr.   is 
3,078,000  X  17 


:  6225.0    lb. 


.60  X  14,000 

The  B.t.u.  required  to  heat  the  gas  from  0°  F.  to  60C°  F., 
assuming   specific    heat    of   .24,    will    be 

6225.0  X  600  X.24  =  S97, 000    B.t.u. 
Hence  proportion  of  whole  heat  in  fuel  carried  away  is 

897,000 

=  17.5%.     Ans. 

5,130,000 

3.  In  the  second  problem,  what  would  be  the  percentage 
of  saving  due  to  an  economizer  which  reduced  the  gas  tem- 
perature  to   400°   F? 

Actual   saving  per   lb.   of   gas   escaping^ 
(600  —  400)  X  .24  =  48    B.t.u. 
Since  there  are  6225  lb.  of  gas  escaping  per  hr.,  we  have 

48  X  6225^299,000. 
Since    total   heat   given    out    by    fuel    is    5,130,000    B.t.u.    the 
saving    is 

299,000 

=  5.83% 

6.130,000 

Figuring  on  basis  of  actual  B.t.u.  delivered  in  the  boiler, 
the  saving  becomes 


299,000 
3,078,000 


:9.71% 


EXAMINATION    FOR    APPOINTMENT    TO 
BUREAU  OF  STANDARDS. 

The  United  States  Civil  Service  Commission  an- 
nounces an  examination  on  October  25-26,  1911,  at 
the  usual  places,  to  secure  eligibles  from  which  to 
make  certification  to  fill  vacancies  as  they  may  occur 
in  the  position  of  aid.  Bureau  of  Standards,  Depart- 
ment of  Commerce  and  Labor,  at  .salaries  of  $600  and 
$720  per  annum.  Men  only  will  be  admitted  to  this 
examination.  Graduation  from  a  mechanical  training, 
technical,  or  scientific  school,  or  equivalent  training  in 
scientific  or  technical  lal)oratorics,  is  a  prerequisite 
to  appointment  from  this  examination. 
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It  is  a  true  saying  that  every  man  is  a  debtor  to 
his  profession,  for  by  it  he  lives  and  for  the  most  part 

has  his  material  being.  The  anti- 
Gathering  quated  idea  of  the  alchemist,  who 
Statistics.                   through   years   of  utmost   secrecy, 

through  years  of  hard  work  and 
perseverance,  failed  in  his  attempt  to  accomplish  any 
fruitful  results,  is  a  typical  example  of  the  futility  and 
barrenness  of  the  secrecy  idea.  Man  is  of  necessity 
a  social  being  and  must  depend  largely  on  his  fellows 
for  any  degree  of  success  in  life. 

One  of  the  greatest  privileges  a  Technical  publi- 
cation enjoys  is  that  of  being  a  medium  through  which 
valuable  data  and  statistics  can  be  collected..  Scarcely 
a  day  passes  without  bringing  inquiries  from  some 
of  our  readers  regarding  power  installation  in  the 
West.  The  Journal  in  the  past  years  has  amassed 
much  valuable  information  along  these  lines.  Eastern 
technical  publications  have  likewise  accomplished 
much.  The  Journal  is  at  present  preparing  a 
letter  which  in  time  will  be  sent  to  every  power  plant 
manager  in  the  west.  Such  information  as  we  have  on 
hand  will  be  filled  in  for  his  verification,  and  he  will 
be  asked  also  to  fill  in  vacant  lines  not  covered  by  our 
present  files.  We  do^  not  hope  to  make  this  compila- 
lation  in  a  minute.  It  will  take  months  and  perhaps 
years,  but  real  value  will  be  attached  when  so  col- 
lected. Its  publication  from  time  to  time  will  spread 
knowledge  of  practice  and  design  that  can  be  obtained 
in  no  other  way.  The  data  will  always  be  readily 
accessible  to  any  of  our  readers  upon  application. 

The  frank  and  open-hearted  manner  in  which 
these  requests  have  thus  far  been  met  by  power  man- 
agers assures  us  of  their  hearty  support  and  co-opera- 
tion. 


On  page  346  will  be  found  an  article  by  W.  H. 
Hodge,    Jr.,    advertising    manager     of     the     H.     M. 

Byllesby  Co.,  on  advertising  elec- 
Advertising  trie    service.     The    article    is    in- 

Electricity  teresting     in      that     it     calls     to 

mind  the  fact,  that  in  the  west 
the  full  effect  of  proper  and  consistent  advertising 
on  the  part  of  the  public  service  corporation,  is 
not  keenly  felt.  For  instance,  in  the  last  issue  of 
the  Joumal  appeared  an  account  of  the  investigating 
department  maintained  by  the  San  Diego  Consoli- 
dated Gas  &  Electric  Company.  The  reader  is  shown 
the  care  and  the  painstaking  energy  employed  to  meet 
all  complaints  which  come  in  from  their  consumers. 
The  enormous  reduction  in  percentage  of  complaints 
is  the  best  evidence  that  the  management  is  beine 
many  times  repaid  for  the  time  and  money  outlay. 
Other  corporations  in  other  cities  undoubtedly  have 
effective  complaint  bureaus.  The  public  should  be  in- 
formed of  the  efficient  methods  used,  and  less  talk 
about  the  public  service  octopus  trying  to  crush  out 
the  life  of  the  dear  public  will  be  heard. 

Again,  the  idea  is  very  prevalent  in  many  of  the 
smaller  municipalities  that  because  a  company  is  per- 
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haps  the  only  one  serving  the  community,  it  is  but 
waste  of  time  to  advertise,  for  the  customers  will  come 
in  and  sign  up  of  their  own  accord.  A  manager  work- 
ing on  such  an  hypothesis  has  failed  to  grasp  some 
of  the  fundamental  characteristics  of  his  fellow-men. 
One  of  the  characteristics  he  has  failed  to  grasp  is 
that  ninety-five  per  cent  of  his  fellow  citizens  are  so 
infernally  engaged  in,  pursuing  the  almighty  dollar  they 
have  no  time  to  even  consider  a  little  theory  and  ex- 
perimental data  showing  conclusively  where  money 
is  lost  often  faster  than  they  run  it  down  by  neglect- 
ing to  change  lamps  at  the  end  of  their  useful  period, 
and  by  disregarding  a  proper  and  scientific  installa- 
tion of  a  few  modern  ideas.  Nor  does  this  manager 
realize  that  his  prosperous  neighbor  who  owns  the 
big  department  store  is  so  infernally  busy  putting  over 
schemes  during  the  day  for  advancing  his  sales  in- 
fluence, he  has  not  time  to  consider  that  at  night 
the  mental  makeup  of  the  human  being  is  such  that, 
freed  from  cares  and  worries  of  the  day,  it  becomes  in 
a  wonderfully  receptive  mood,  ready  to  receive  sug- 
gestive ideas.  In  a  word  such  a  manager  has  failed 
to  place  electric  signs  and  thereby  to  utilize  energies 
wasted  during  ofif-peak  hours.  His  more  progressive 
friend  in  the  neighboring  town  by  alert  advertising 
has  educated  his  customers  in  the  use  of  the  electric 
sign,  thereby  returning  the  money  expended  many 
times  over  by  increased  business  sales  and  at  the 
same  time  putting  his  newly  organized  public  service 
corporation  on  a  firm  dividend-paying  basis. 


The  clipping  on  "Lifting  Magnets"  appearing  in 
these  columns,  on  page  352,  was  sent  us  recently  by 
one  of  our  eastern  readers,  with 
Is  it  a  Knock  the  silent  but  impressive  query  at- 

or  a  Boost?  tached :  "Is  it  a  knock  or  a  boost?" 

It  is  not  the  purpose  of  these 
columns  to  delve  into  subjects  of  a  political  nature. 
Hence  it  makes  no  difference  where  or  by  whom  the 
lines  were  penned,  be  he  socialist,  republican,  demo- 
crat or  insurgent.  The  jilt  carefully  framed  against 
invention  in  the  article  referred  to  strikes  deeper  than 
party  or  creed.  It  strikes  at  the  very  fundamental 
makeup  of  modern  civilization — nay,  it  strikes  still 
deeper — even  at  the  very  why  and  wherefore  of  our 
creation.  It  silently  asks  the  question  whether  the 
fruits  of  the  struggle  of  brains  and  industry  are  after 
all  worth  while. 

Only  the  Almighty,  himself,  can  answer  such 
profound  questions.  We  come  into  this  world  naked 
and  bare  and  when  mature  age  arrives  find  ourselves 
born  to  earth  and  bound  to  earth.  In  this  beautiful, 
happy  world  of  ours,  if  we  do  not  have  the  proper 
focus  on  its  makeup,  we  pass  up  and  down  the  mourn- 
ful streets,  view  the  sorrows,  the  disappointments,  the 
shabby  pretense,  the  struggle  on  all  sides  for  the 
elusive  phantom  known  as  happiness,  and,  were  it  not 
for  that  inborn  indescribable  something  which  spurs 
us  on,  giving  hope  and  promise  of  things  better  for 


the  future,  we  might  well  drop  out  of  the  race  before 
the  ring  of  the  starter's  pistol-shot  dies  away.. 

But  there  is  something  within  us  that  spurs  us  on, 
something  that  gives  hope  and  promise  in  the  sound 
of  children's  voices  in  the  clamor  and  clanging  of  a 
busy  industry,  in  the  realization  that  by  struggle  of 
brains  and  intellect  the  final  outcome  of  invention 
will  raise  the  human  race  to  the  level  of  the  great 
creator  himself,  and  thus  work  out  the  unsolved  prob- 
lems of  the  ages. 

The  rapidity  with  which  the  products  of  invention 
have  taken  over  the  burdens  of  mankind  has  had  a 
tendency  at  times  to  unbalance  certain  supply  and 
demand  relations  in  the  labor  problem.  During  a 
period  thereafter  unquestionably  distress  and  want  are 
felt  until  the  readjustment  of  affairs  can  once  again 
be  brought  about.  The  experience  of  the  past  has 
demonstrated  that  in  time  the  re-adjustment  is  com- 
plete. Although  the  advent  of  the  cotton-gin,  the 
sewing  machine,  and  the  myriad  other  labor-saving 
devices,  temporarily  displaced  thousands  of  laborers, 
eventually  they  so  increased  the  demand  for  manufac- 
tured products  that  even  tens  of  thousands  are  today 
employed  in  the  same  industries.  Our  patent  laws 
are  so  drawn  that  all  monopolies  of  patent  ideas  in 
time  are  annulled  and  the  inventions  become  the 
free  property  of  the  people,  and  by  application  of 
these  ideas  and  still  further  refined  inventive  addi- 
tions, the  human  race  will  be  immeasurably  raised 
above  our  shivering,  cave-dwelling  ancestors  of  the 
stone  age  into  a  plane  approaching  equality  with 
that  of  the  great  creator  of  all  things. 

As  for  us  practical,  everyday  working  men,  let  us 
remember  that  while  we  are  engaged  in  this  busy 
struggle,  this  struggle  of  advance  through  brains  and 
intellect,  let  us  not  forget  that  the  very  effort  itself 
is  making  for  each  individual  so  engaged  an  inner 
happiness  in  thorough  harmony  and  S3'nchronism  with 
the  inborn  spark  of  life.  \'Vhether  the  ultimate  aims 
will  be  reached  is  immaterial  for  happiness.  We  can 
but  live  in  the  present  day  before  us,  and  the  cynic 
can  content  himself  when  living  in  this  way,  with  the 
philosophy  of  Shakespeare,  which  tells  us,  "That  all 
things  that  are,  are  with  more  spirit  chased  than  en- 
joyed." 

But  for  the  optimistic  being!! 

Let  us  work  and  work  and  work.  Let  us  build 
into  our  great  Western  Empire  the  wholesome  spirit 
that  has  always  pervaded  its  very  god-given  freedom 
and  promise.  Let  us  unselfishly  work  for  progress, 
work  for  invention,  work  for  all  things  that  are 
good  and  wholesome,  and  let  us  find  our  reward  in 
the  words  of  Kipling: 

"And    only    the    Master    sliaU    praise    us.    and    only    the    Master 
shall    blame: 

And    no    one    shall    work    for    money,    and    no    one    shall    work 

for    fame, 
But  each   for  the  joy   of   the   working:  and   each    in   his   separate 

star, 

Shall   draw  the   Thing  as   he  sees   It   for   the  God  of  Things  as 
They   Are." 
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PERSONALS. 

J.  W.  White,  of  the  Port  Wayne  Electric  Works'  sales  de- 
partment, is  on  a  tour  of  Nevada. 

F.  B.  Gleason,  manager  of  the  Pacific  Coast  branch  of  the 
Western   Electric   Company,   is   at  Los   Angeles. 

R.  D.  Holabird,  president  of  the  Holabird-Reynolds  Com- 
pany, leaves  on  Saturday  for  an  Eastern  trip. 

Harry  Tittle,  superintendent  for  the  John  G.  Sutton  Com- 
pany, returned  from  Vancouver  during  the  past  week. 

F.  H.  Poss,  Pacific  Coast  manager  for  the  Holophane 
Company  and  the  Benjamin  Electric  Company,  is  at  Los 
Angeles. 

R.  S.  Buck,  of  the  firm  of  Sanderson  &  Porter,  is  again 
at  New  York,  after  spending  some  time  in  Idaho  on  engineer- 
ing work. 

F.  O.  Alton  has  arrived  from  the  East  and  joined  the 
motor  sales  department  of  the  General  Electric  Company's  San 
Francisco  office. 

George  Cole,  of  the  John  R.  Cole  Company,  is  expected 
to  return  from  a  month's  visit  to  the  Eastern  factories  about 
November  1st. 

P.  W.  Gay,  of  J.  G.  White  &  Co.'s  engineering  staff,  has 
returned  to  the  San  FVancisco  office  after  spending  several 
weeks  at  New  York. 

O.  K.  Jones,  formerly  an  inspector  in  the  San  Francisco 
Department  of  Electricity,  has  joined  the  sales  department 
of  the  Aylsworth  Agencies   Company. 

Carl  M.  Bernagen,  president  of  the  Keuffel  &  Bsser  Co., 
manufacturers  and  distributors  of  mechanical  drafting  instru- 
ments, is  making  a  tour  of  the  Northwest. 

Herbert  Smith  of  the  Safety  Insulated  Wire  &  Cable  Com- 
pany, is  visiting  the  Eastern  factory.  E.  A.  Freeman  recently 
joined  the  company's  San  Francisco  sales  force. 

Rudolph  W.  Van  Norden,  consulting  engineer,  has  re- 
turned to  San  Francisco  from  an  inspection  of  the  Coleman 
plant  of  the  Northern   California  Power   Company. 

Thomas  Mirk  and  K.  G.  Dunn,  of  Hunt,  Mirk  &  Co.,  are 
at  San  Diego  on  business  connected  with  the  extension  of  the 
San  Diego  Electric  Railway  Company's  power  plant. 

S.  L.  Sinclair,  a  recent  arrival  from  Pittsburg,  has  joined 
the  sales  force  of  the  Westinghouse  Electric  &  Manufactur- 
ing Company,  to  fill  the  position  of  H.  F.  Fisher,  resigned. 

Jack  Hyer,  formerly  connected  with  the  municipal  elec- 
trical inspection  department,  has  returned  to  San  Francisco 
from  an  Eastern  trip  and  taken  up  an  agency  for  electrical 
goods. 

Hans  Pederson,  contractor,  Seattle,  who  is  constructing 
a  portion  of  Tacoma's  Nisqually  power  plant,  announces  that 
he  will  soon  begin  pouring  concrete  for  the  floor  base  of  the 
reservoir  at  La  Grande. 

John  L.  Hartman,  president  of  the  Atlas  Foundry  &  Ma- 
chine Company,  of  Tacoma,  after  an  enjoyable  three  months' 
Eastern  tour,  is  at  home  again  and  prouder  than  ever  of  pros- 
pects in  the  Northwest. 

S.  Wyman  Rolph,  manager  of  the  Holabird  Electric  Com- 
pany of  Seattle,  is  now  at  San  Francisco,  and  is  receiving 
the  congratulations  of  his  friends  on  the  arrival  of  a  new 
son  at  the  family  home  at  San  Mateo. 

E.  A.  Heron,  president  of  the  Oakland  Railway  Co. ;  W.  R. 
Alberger,  vice-president  and  James  Potter,  superintendent, 
are  in  the  East  on  business.  The  latter  is  attending  the  Na- 
tional Street  Railway  Convention  at  Atlantic  City,  N.  J. 

H.  F.  Fischer  has  resigned  from  the  sales  department 
of  the  Westinghouse  Electric  Manufacturing  Company  to  ac- 
cept a  position  in  the  electrical  engineering  department  of 
the  University  of  California  at  Berkeley. 

Edward  Sawyer,  president  and  general  manager  of  the 
Atlantic  Insulated  Wire  &  Cable  Company,  spent  the  past 
week  at  San  Francisco  with  Hand  &  Jones,  the  Company's 
Coast  representative.  Mr.  Sawyer  is  returning  East  by  way 
of  Portland,  Seattle,  Spokane  and  Butte. 


Robert  Edwards,  Jr.,  affectionately  called  "Bob"  and 
"Major,"  by  his  personal  and  business  acquaintances,  and 
oue  of  the  most  prominent  men  In  the  electrical  field,  has 
recently  acquired  the  control  of  Edwards   &   Company. 

A.  C.  Wales,  who  has  been  San  Francisco  manager  for 
the  Nernst  Lamp  Company  for  the  past  four  years,  will 
leave  for  the  East  next  week  to  become  manager  of  the 
Chicago  branch.  Ira  J.  Wolfe,  formerly  cashier,  has  been 
promoted  to  the  management  of  the  company's  San  Francisco 
office. 

C.  L.  Cory,  Dean  of  the  Mechanics  College  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  California,  acted  as  the  jovial  toastmaster  at  the 
recent  banquet  of  the  Associated  Mechanical  and  Electrical 
Engineers  of  the  State  University.  The  organization  com- 
prises the  two  upper  classes  in  mechanical  and  electrical 
engineering. 

E.  H.  Coolidge,  general  commercial  superintendent  of  the 
Pacific  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Company;  C.  W.  Burkett, 
general  superintendent  of  plant,  and  D.  P.  FuUerton,  division 
superintendent  of  plant,  have  returned  to  San  Francisco  after 
u'aking  a  900-mile  automobile  inspection  of  Central  Nevada 
v.'ith  a  view  to  future  extensions. 

Harry  T.  Cory,  civil  engineer  and  brother  of  the  well 
known  consulting  engineer,  C.  L.  Cory,  has  taken  unto  him- 
self a  bride.  Mr.  Cory  was  thought  to  be  bullet  proof,  but 
the  personal  magnetism  of  southern  California  has  proved  the 
victor  and  reports  from  south  of  Tehachapi  indicate  he  is 
not  only  to  be  forgiven  for  violating  the  vows  of  celibacy, 
but  sincere  congratulations  are  in  order. 

George  J.  Henry  Jr.,  engineer  for  the  Pelton  Water 
Wheel  Company,  gave  recently  an  interesting  after-dinner 
speech  at  the  annual  banquet  of  the  Associated  Mechanical 
&  Electrical  Engineers  of  the  University  of  California,  in 
which  he  depicted  many  amusing  incidents  met  with  by  the 
engineer  in  gaining  practical  experience  after  graduation. 
Mr.  Henry  is  a  graduate  of  the  University  of  California.. 


ELECTRICAL  CONTRACTORS'  NOTES 

Frank  Somers,  manager  Century  Electric  Company,  San 
Jose,  was  in  San  Francisco  recently. 

Noble  Powell  of  Stockton  was  in  San  Francisco  recently 
and  says  that  a  great  deal  of  small  work  is  being  done  in 
Stockton. 

C.  V.  Schneider,  manager  of  the  Electric  Supply  Company 
of  Sacramento,  is  in  San  Francisco  and  reports  business  good 
iu  Sacramento. 

Charles  E.  Sloan,  of  Sloan  &  Robson,  has  returned  to  San 
Francisco  from  Alturas,  Modoc  County,  where  the  firm  has 
had  charge  of  engineering  work. 

H.  V.  Reid,  manager  electrical  department  of  the  Pacific 
Fire  Extinguisher  Company,  has  just  returned  from  Portland, 
where  he  signed  up  a  large  electrical  contract. 

The  electrical  work  is  now  being  figured  for  the  new 
Mount  Zion  Hospital,  at  Fulton  and  Devisadero  streets. 
The  estimates  are  in  the  neighborhood  of  $15,000 

Figures  are  being  taken  for  the  electrical  work  on  the 
Downtown  Realty  Theatre,  at  Eddy  and  Mason  streets.  It 
is  estimated  that  about  $15,000  will  be  spent  on  electrical 
wiring  and  apparatus. 

Cunningham  &  Polito  are  taking  bids  for  wiring  on  Ike 
Kohn's  new  reinforced  concrete  building  on  the  corner  of 
Van  Ness  avenue  and  Sutter  street.  The  estimated  cost  of 
the  electrical  work  is  about  $5000. 

"Pop"  Boynton,  manager  of  the  Central  Electric  Com- 
pany, of  Los  Angeles  and  San  Francisco,  has  just  returned 
from  the  south  and  is  busy  explaining  to  his  friends  that 
it  was  business  and  not  baseball  that  took  him  south.  "Pop" 
rarely  misses  a  game.  He  reports  business  good  in  the 
south. 
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A    NEW    FOUR    AND    EIGHT-BUTTON    INTER-PHONE    SET 

FOR   SELECTIVE    RINGING,  COMMON   TALKING, 

PRIVATE    LINE    SERVICE. 

The  Western  Electric  Company  rec.ently  placed  on  the 
market  a  new  line  of  inter-phones  which  will  fill  a  long-felt 
want  in  residences,  factories,  schools  and  mercantile  estab- 
lishments where  intercommunication  between  stations  is  not 
so  frequent  as  to  require  separate  lines. 

These  sets  are  arranged  for  selective  ringing,  common 
talking  service,  that  is,  any  station  may  call  any  other  station 
without  interfering  with  any  of  the  others.  These  sets  are 
designed  for  use  where  conversation  between  two  parties  at 
one  time  is  all  that  is  required.    They  will  give  just  as  satls- 


Improved   Type   of  Interphone   Set. 

factory  service  as  the  individual-line  type  gives  on  large  24- 
line  systems,  where  often  two  or  more  conversations  are 
necessary  at  the  same  time.  They  are  made  in  capacities  of 
four  and  eight  buttons,  which  will  accommodate  five  and  eight 
parties,  respectively. 

Fig.  1  shows  the  eight-button  set,  known  as  the  No. 
1327-L.  This  is  a  non-flush  wall  set,  but  a  desk  type  is  also 
furnished  when  desired.  The  standard  finish  for  the  1327-L 
type  sets  is  oak,  but  other  wood  finishes  can  be  supplied  to 
order.  The  instrument  through  compact  is  not  crowded,  and 
the  apparatus  is  arranged  so  as  to  make  installation  easy,  as 
only  one  set  of  batteries  is  required  for  the  whole  system. 
The  instruments  are  so  simple  in  construction  that  there  is 
little  chance  of  their  getting  out  of  order,  and  the  maintenance 
expense  of  the  system  is  practically  negligible.  This  system 
is  recommended  where  a  simple  yet  reliable  means  of  com- 
munication is  required  at  a  low  cost. 


ROTARY  CONVERTERS   FOR   MINING  SERVICE. 

Rotary  converters  are  being  used  in  many  coal  and  metal 
mines.  Direct  current  is  necessary  for  the  operation  of  mining 
locomotives  because  alternating-current  motors  cannot  satisfy 
the  speed  and  space  requirements.  Alternating  current  is 
used  for  the  transmission  of  the  energy  from  the  steam  or 
hydroelectric  generating  stations  to  the  mines,  and  the  rotary 
converter  is  the  logical  machine  for  efficiently  converting  the 
alternating  to  direct  current  at  the  point  where  the  energy  is 
to  be  used. 

Several  public   service  companies  in  both   Pennsylvania 


and  in  Colorado  are  making  a  specialty  of  supplying  mines 
with  alternating-current  energy  and  are  developing  excellent 
mining  loads.  The  larger  mining  companies  find  it  econom- 
ical to  establish  steam  or  hydraulic  generating  stations  at 
points  where  energy  can  be  generated  cheaply  and  to  transmit 


Fig.  1.  Rotary  Converter  Substation  at  Mine  No.  22 
of  the  Consolidated  Coal  Co.,  150  kw..  27S  volts 
direct  current,  3  phase,  60  cycles,  1200  r.p.m., 
rotary  converter. 

it  as  high-tension  alternating  current  to  the  mine  or  gi-oup  of 
mines  where  it  is  utilized.  Whether  alternating  energy  is 
generated  by  a  public  service  company  or  by  the  mining  com- 
pany, experience  shows  the  rotary  converter  to  be  an  efficient, 
reliable  machine  tor  converting  the  alternating  to  direct  cur- 
rent. A  nominal  voltage  of  either  275  or  600  is  adopted  for 
the  direct-current  distribution  systems  within  the  mines. 

A  good  example  of  a  mining  plant  rotary  converter  in- 
stallation is  shown  in  Fig.  1,  which  is  a  view  of  the  substation 
at  Mine  No.  22  of  the  Consolidated  Coal  Company  of  Penn- 
sylvania. This  station  received  energy  as  alternating  current 
at  2300  volts,  three  phase,  60  cycles.  The  pressure  is  stepped 
to  158  volts  for  the  alternating  side  of  the  Westinghouse 
150  kw.  rotary  and  is  delivered  therefrom  as  direct  current  at 
275  volts.  A  standard  Westinghouse  black  marine  finished 
switchboard,  carrying  the  usual  switch  gear  and  instruments, 
controls  the  incoming  alternating-current  line,  the  rotary  con- 
verter and  the  outgoing  direct-current  feeders,  which  radiate 
to  different  parts  of  the  property. 


TRADE    NOTES. 

The  Vancouver  Lumber  Company  of  Vancouver,  B.  C, 
have  recently  placed  an  order  with  the  AUis  Chalmers  Com- 
pany for  one  750  kw.  low  pressure  turbine  and  a  number  of 
motors  for  their  planing  mill  at  Vancouver. 

The  Agutter  Griswold  Company  of  Seattle  have  been 
awarded  the  contract  to  do  the  wiring  and  furnish  the  neces- 
sary switchboards  for  the  new  42-story  Smith  Building,  to  be 
erected  in  Seattle.    Work  on  this  building  has  commenced. 

The  British  Canadian  Lumber  Company  of  Vancouver, 
B.  C,  have  just  completed  plans  and  specifications  for  their 
new  mill  they  are  to  build.  The  electrical  requirements  will 
include  a  1500  kw.  generator,  a  number  of  motors  and  switch- 
boards. 

Machado  &  Roller  of  New  York  City,  whose  Pacific  Coast 
representatives  are  Otis  &  Squires,  of  San  Francisco,  have 
taken  the  sole  agency  in  this  country  for  the  Columbia  high 
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torque  induction  meters.   Otis  &  Squires  will  have  a  full  stock 
ot  both  this  house  and  switchboard  types. 

Among  orders  recently  received  by  the  Railway  Depart- 
ment, General  Electric  Company,  Schenectady,  N.  Y.,  is  that 
of  the  Pacific  Electric  Railway  Company,  Los  Angeles,  Cal., 
for  1  motor  generator  set;  1  17  kw.-500-125  v.  exciter;  3  WC. 
60-540-15000/13500-2250  v.  Core  type  transformers. 

McDonald  &  McDougal,  railroad  contractors  who  have 
the  contract  for  constructing  the  Oregon  electric  extension 
from  Albany  to  Salem,  Oregon,  have  established  a  number  of 
camps  along  the  right  of  way  preparatory  to  active  construc- 
tion. One  feature  of  the  construction  will  be  a  7000-foot 
bridge. 

H.  M.  Byllesby  &  Company  of  Chicago  has  under  con- 
struction at  Albany,  Oregon,  the  largest  filtration  plant  in 
the  State.  The  plant  is  for  the  Oregon  Power  Company  and 
will  be  used  in  connection  with  Albany's  municipal  water  sys- 
tem. The  capacity  will  be  2,250,000  gallons  of  water  per  day 
and  there  will  be  40,000  square  feet  of  filter  area. 

The  Pelton  Water  Wheel  Company  has  sold  to  the  Mon- 
tesano  Light  &  Water  Co.,  a  315  h.p.  cylindrical  case  Pelton- 
Francis  turbine,  with  an  extended  base  to  carry  a  generator 
on  either  side.  It  will  operate  at  600  r.p.m.  under  a  head  of 
65  feet  and  will  be  connected  to  two  generators  by  friction 
clutches.  The  load  consists  of  lighting  and  motors  at  Mon- 
tesano.  Wash. 

J.  C.  Farrar  &  Co.,  Pacific  Coast  agents  Electrical  En- 
giners'  Equipment  Company,  report  the  sale  of  twelve  25,000 
volt,  triple  conductor  cable  end  bells  for  outside  service  on 
lea.d-covered,  steel-band  armored  submarine  cables  to  the 
Great  Western  Power  Company;  two  13,000  volt  triple  con- 
ductor cable  end  bells  for  outside  service  to  the  Northern 
California  Power  Company,  and  a  quantity  of  switchboard 
frame  fittings  and  bus  bar  supports  to  Stone  &  Webster  at 
Reno    and   Verdi,   Nev. 

Among  the  recent  large  contracts  received  by  the  West- 
inghouse  Electric  &  Manufacturing  Company  was  one  granted 
by  the  commission  government  of  the  city  of  Tacoma,  Wash- 
ington, for  the  entire  switchboard  and  auxiliary  apparatus  for 
the  power  house,  substation  and  transmission  line  of  the 
27,000  horsepower  hydroelectric  plant  the  city  is  erecting. 
The  plant  is  located  about  seven  miles  from  the  city  of 
Tacoma  on  the  Nisqually  River,  and  electrical  energy  will  be 
transmitted  at  55,000  volts  for  furnishing  light,  power  and 
rnilwayc  in  the  city  and  vicinity. 


NEW   CATALOGS. 


The  Wheeler  Condensing  &  Engineering  Company  of 
Carteret,  New  Jersey,  has  Just  Issued  Bulletin  No.  103,  which 
treats  of  Wheelei'-Edwards  air  pumps  in  a  very  interesting 
and  attractive  manner. 

The  Sterling  Electrical  Mfg.  Co.,  of  Warren,  Ohio,  has 
just  issued  a  series  of  leaflets  on  incandescent  electric  lamps 
of  the  Sterling  design.  The  leaflets  deal  with  descriptions 
and  price  quotations  of  standard  lamps  handled  by  the  com- 
pany. 

The  Electric  Storage  Battery  Company  of  Philadelphia 
has  just  published  the  fourth  edition  of  their  hand  book 
"IP"  on  the  "chloride  accumutator"  for  use  in  110  volt  iso- 
lated lighting  and  power  plants.  The  booklet  is  interesting 
and  attractive. 

The  Crocker-Wheeler  Company  of  Ampere,  N.  J.,  have 
just  published  a  booklet  on  induction  motors,  which  clearly 
and  concisely  explains  their  patented  magnetic  bridges  and 
how  these  bridges  add  to  the  motor's  operating  characteristics, 
mechanical  durability  and  convenience. 


The  Shelby  Electric  Company  of  Shelby,  Ohio,  has  an 
interesting  catalog  on  Shelby  Lamps.  A  second  booklet  en- 
titled The  Fortress  of  Lamp  Quality,  has  also  just  been 
published,  and  is  profitable  reading  for  anyone  Interested  in 
the  development  of  the  great  lamp  industry. 

"Common  Battery  vs.  Local  Battery  Operation  for  the 
Small  Exchange"  is  the  title  of  the  new  Bulletin  No.  1017 
which  has  just  been  issued  by  the  Western  Electric  Company. 
This  is  one  of  the  n:iost  interesting  and  instructive  bulletins 
ever  put  out  by  a  manufacturing  company.  It  compares  cen- 
tral and  local  battery  equipment  from  a  service  and  cost 
standpoint. 

The  AUls-Chalmers  Company  of  Milwaukee  has  pub- 
lished an  interesting  series  of  new  catalogs.  Bulletin  No. 
1070  deals  with  Type  B.  Barometric  Condensers,  while  No. 
1519  deals  with  Type  AN  Barometric  Condensers.  Bulletin 
No.  1083  is  concerned  with  direct  current  motors  and  gener- 
ators, 'while  alternating  current  generators  are  discussed  in. 
No.  107S.  Engine  driven  direct  current  generators  of  types 
"T"  and  "TW"  are  described  in  No.  1082  and  direct  current 
motors  and  generators  of  type  "H"  and  "HT"  in  No.  1074. 
Direct  connected  Corliss  engines  of  the  "Reliance"  pattern 
are  taiven  up  in  Bulletin  No.  1068. 

Very  little  has  been  done  to  explain  to  the  everyday  tele- 
phone user — the  blacksmith,  the  storekeeper,  especially  in 
smaller  towns  and  villages — the  simple  facts  of  why  such  and 
such  rates  were  made,  and  why  they  are  necessary  to-day. 
In  other  words,  a  booklet  that  is  of  mutual  benefit  to  operator 
and  subscriber  because  it  tells  the  subscriber  the  economy  of 
better  service.  That  is  'precisely  the  purpose  of  a  new  pub- 
lication, just  Issued  by  the  Kellogg  Switchboard  &  Supply  Co. 
It  is  written  by  a  practical  man,  Mr.  H.  N.  Faris,  of  long  and 
wide  experience  in  the  telephone  field — experience  that  is  of 
great  value  to  the  operator  of  any  size  exchange. 

The  General  Electric  Company  has  recently  issued  some 
'nteresting  and  attractive  catalogues.  BulletlnNo. 4859 describes 
the  line  of  synchronous  condensers  especially  adapted  for  float- 
ing on  the  liae  for  improving  the  power  factor.  These  con- 
densers have  been  designed  to  meet  the  demand  for  a  com- 
paratively inexpensive  high  speed  machine  of  this  nature. 
Bulletin  No.  4877  is  devoted  to  direct  current  switchboard 
panels,  single  polarity,  for  small  mining  plants.  Bulletin  No. 
4882  describes  Enclosed  Flame  Arc  Lamps.  This  lamp  util- 
izes the  impregnated,  or  so-called  plain  carbon  electrode 
which  gives  remarkable  illuminating  efficiency.  Bulletin  No. 
4871  describes  the  General  Electric  Company's  mercury  arc 
rectifiers  for  battery  charging,  and  supersedes  that  Company's 
previous  bulletin  on  the  subject.  Bulletin  No.  4857  thor- 
oughly describes  its  switchboard  and  high  tension  relays. 
Among  these  relays  are  those  for  circuit-opening,  time-limit 
relays,  Inverse  time-limit,  definite  time-limit,  low  voltage,  no- 
voltage  and  over-load,  reverse  current,  reverse  phase.  Bulle- 
tin No.  4873,  illustrates  and  describes  in  considerable  detail 
that  company's  control  apparatus  for  steel  mills.  Bulletin 
No.  4876.  Issued  by  the  General  Electric  Company,  on  small 
plant  direct  current  switchboards,  illustrates  and  describes 
that  compan3''s  76-lnch  direct  current  panels  designed  for 
general  use  in  small  central  stations  and  isolated  plants. 


ELECTRICAL    ASSISTANT. 

The  United  States  Civil  Service  Commission  announces 
an  examination  on  November  22,  1911,  to  secure  eliglbles 
from  which  to  make  certification  to  fill  vacancies  as  they 
may  occur  in-  the  position  of  electrical  assistant  in  the  Signal 
Service  at  Large,  War  Department,  and  vacancies  requiring 
similar  qualifications  as  they  may  occur  in  any  branch  of  the 
service,  unless  it  shall  be  decided  in  the  interest  of  the 
service  to  fill  such  vacancies  by  reinstatement,  transfer,  or 
promotion.  The  salary  of  electrical  assistants  in  the  Signal 
Service  at  Large  is  $1080  per  annum. 


October  14,  1911.] 
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FINANCIAL. 
LONG  BEACH,  CAL.— Water  bonds  amounting  to  $850,000 
were  formally  turned  over  in  Los  Angeles  to  the  Long  Beach 
and  Alamitos  water  companies,  the  successful  bidders. 

SALMON,  IDAHO. — An  ordinance  is  to  be  submitted  to 
qualified  electors  and  taxpayers  of  the  city  of  Salmon,  on  the 
question  of  incurring  an  indebtedness  on  the  part  of  the 
city,  in  the  sum  of  $65,000. 

FALLS  CITY,  ORE.— Palls  City  has  desided,  by  a  vote  of 
80  for  and  21  against,  to  issue  bonds  to  the  amount  of  $5000 
to  extend  the  water  system,  pay  the  indebtedness  and  build 
a  fire  emergency  reservoir. 

ASTORIA,  ORE. — The  Astoria  Water  Commission  has 
awarded  to  the  S.  A.  Kean  &  Co.,  Chicago,  the  $80,000  5  per 
cent  20-year  bonds  issued  for  the  making  of  improvements 
to  the  water  system  for  $80,600.      , 

ORANGE,  CAL. — The  City  Council  has  passed  an  ordi- 
nance calling  a  special  election  to  be  held  November  3  for 
voting  on  the  question  of  issuing  $50,000  bonds  for  the  con- 
struction of  improvements  .and  extensions  of  the  city  water 
system. 

LOS  ANGELES,  CAL.— The  City  Council  has  passed  an  or- 
dinance ratifying  and  confirming  the  sale  and  delivery  to 
Kountze  Brothers  and  A.  B.  Leach  &  Company  of  New  York 
City,  of  $408,000  water  works  bonds  of  the  city,  being  part 
of  the  issue  of  $23,000,000  bonds  authorized  at  the  special 
election  held  June  12,  1907. 

LOS  ANGELES,  CAL.— The  first  step  toward  regulating 
street  car  fares  in  this  city  was  taken  this  week  when  the 
Council  adopted  the  report  of  its  legislative  committee  on  the 
subject.  The  Board  of  Public  Utilities  and  the  city  attorney 
were  empowered  to  prepare  an  ordinance  which  will  place 
in  the  hands  of  the  board  regulation  of  fares.  Adoption  of 
the  proposed  ordinance  will  give  the  Board  of  Public  Utilties 
authority  to  compel  local  street  railway  corporations  to  render 
reports  on  their  earnings  and  the  valuation  of  their  systems. 

LOS  ANGELES,  CAL.— The  finance  committee  of  the  City 
Council  began  consideration  of  one  of  the  greatest  municipal 
ownership  projects  in  the  country.  It  is  proposed  to  issue 
$6,000,000  in  bonds  for  the  purchase  of  the  Pacific  Light  & 
Power  Company,  the  Los  Angeles  Gas  &  Electric  Corporation 
and  the  Southern  California  Edison  Company,  whose  com- 
bined distributing  systems  are  valued  at  $8,500,000  by  the 
companies.  In  case  the  companies  refuse  to  sell  it  is  pro- 
posed that  the  city  lay  its  own  conduits  and  parallel  those 
of  the  three  companies.  The  city  will  have  a  surplus  of  150,- 
000  h.p.  from  the  Owens  River  aqueduct,  the  new  water  plant 
being  brought  266  miles  at  a  cost  of  $23,500,000,  and  this 
energy  will  be  used  in  distributing  light  and  power  to  the 
people,  it  is  claimed  at  a  much  less  cost  than  is  now  charged 
by  the  privately  owned  companies. 


ILLUMINATION 
ALBANY,   ORE. — The   Council   has   passed   an   ordinance 
granting  to  W.  H.  Goldrich  a  franchise  to  build  a  gas  plant 
here. 

PASCO,  WASH.— A  local  contractor.  R.  Hammond,  h^s 
been  awarded  the  contract  for  installing  three  li.ght  poles  for 
$4098.20. 

TOPPENISH,  WASH.— Immediate  installation  of  four 
new  street  lights,  of  2000  c.p.  each,  has  been  ordered  by  the 
City  Council. 


KENT,  WASH.— Residents  of  the  East  hill,  E.  L.  Hansen, 
R.  R.  Rotter  and  others,  have  asked  that  gas  mains  be  ex- 
tended to  their  places. 

ALHAMBRA,  CAL.— The  Board  of  Trustees  has  passed  an 
ordinance  adopting  the  specifications  for  ornamental  con- 
crete lamp  posts  to  be  erected  in  this  city. 

MEDFORD,  ORE.— The  contract  for  the  installation  of 
cluster  lights  on  Main  street,  has  been  awarded  by  the  City 
Council  to  the  Southern  Oregon  Electric  Company. 

SEATTLE,  WASH.— Roy  W.  Comegys  has  made  appli- 
cation to  the  Board  of  Commissioners  of  King  County,  Wash., 
for  a  franchise  to  use  certain  county  roads  and  public  places 
iu  the  county  for  the  construction  and  maintenance  of  an 
electric  light  system. 

ANACORTES,  WASH.— According  to  the  intention  of 
Messrs.  Julius  Nelson,  J.  P.  Benton  and  E.  D.  Nelson,  this 
city  is  to  have  a  gas  plant  in  running  order  before  long  and 
have  applied  for  30-year  franchises  before  the  council.  They 
purpose  to  put  in  mains  and  materials  in  all  parts  of  the 
city  where  they  can  procure  customers. 

MARYSVILLE,  CAL.— The  committee  appointed  by  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  to  raise  funds  for  the  building  of  the 
electric  arches  on  D  street,  have  completed  their  labors  as 
far  as  D  street  is  concerned.  Contributions  amounting  to 
$5000  have  been  received.  The  committee  is  now  engaged  in 
raising  money  to  build  arches  of  the  same  kind  at  Third 
and  E  streets,  and  Third  and  V  streets. 

PULLMAN,  WASH. — Recent  additions  to  equipment  at 
the  State  College  of  Washington  include  a  150  kilowatt  direct 
connected  alternator,  driven  by  a  Reliance  Corliss  engine. 
This  unit  is  available  for  both  power  and  experimental  use. 
.\lso  a  60  h.p.  Weber  gas  engine  is  being  installed  with  both 
np  and  down  draft  types  of  producers  for  an  extended  inves- 
tigation of  producer  gas  fuels  of  the  Northwest.  Sixty-five 
lamp  posts  of  neat  design  and  equipped  with  scries  tungsten 
lamps  are  being  installed  for  campus  lighting. 


INCORPORATION. 
OAKLAND,  CAL. — The  Sacramento  Short  Line  and  the 
San  Jose  Short  Line  have  been  incorporated  with  a  capital 
stock  of  $10,000,000  by  the  former  and  $9,000,000  by  the  lat- 
ter, by  B.  M.  Aikens,  R.  P.  Henshall,  Luther  Elkins,  G.  W. 
Mordecai,  N.  Schmulowitz,  R.  V.  Whiting  and  P.  L.  Stewart. 

PHOENIX,  ARIZ.— The  Arizona  Construction  &  Finance 
Company  with  home  office  in  Phoenix,  has  been  incorporated 
with  a  capital  stock  of  $2,000,000.  The  object  of  the  com- 
pany is  the  operation  and  maintenance  of  an  electrical  street 
railway.  The  directors  are  R.  A.  Lewis,  W.  B.  Barr  and 
S.  D.  Dunlap. 

TWIN  PALLS,  IDAHO.— Articles  of  incorporation  have 
been  filed  with  the  county  recorder  by  the  Twin  Falls  Rail- 
way Company.  The  capital  stock  is  $500,000.  The  incor- 
porators are  I.  B.  Perrine,  C.  Smith,  D.  Moorman,  E.  Wil- 
liams, A.  Stafford  of  this  city,  and  R.  S.  Buck  and  Raymond 
McCune  of  New  York  City. 

PORTERVILLE,  CAL. — Articles  of  incorporation  of  the 
Central  Counties  Gas  Company  were  filed  Saturday.  The  capi- 
talization is  $1,000,000.  This  is  a  Porterville  controlled  and 
promoted  organization,  which  is  to  take  over  all  the  gas  plants 
of  the  Southern  San  Joaquin  Valley  and  place  them  under 
one  management.     Surveying  work  is  now  being  done  for  a 
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high   pressure   line  which   is   to   be   used   as   the   supply  for 
atrathmore,  Ducor,  Terra  Bella,  Tulare  and  possibly  Dinuba. 


TRANSMISSION. 

VANCOUVER,  WASH. — Two  independent  cables  for  the 
transmission  of  1500  horsepower  will  be  laid  under  the  Colum- 
bia River  by  the  Portland  Railway,  Light  &  Power  Company,  to 
furnish  electricity  for  this  city. 

SAN  JOSE,  CAL. — The  Great  Western  Power  Company 
has  made  application  to  the  Board  of  Supervisors  for  a  fran- 
chise to  erect  lines  for  transmitting  and  distributing  elec- 
triicty  along  the  county  roads  in  Santa  Clara. 

CORNING,  CAL.' — Mr.  Forbes,  ccnstruction  engineer  of 
the  Sierra  Light  &  Power  Company,  is  here  going  over  the 
lines  of  the  local  plant.  He  is  now  engaged  in  preparing  plans 
for  the  entire  reconstruction  of  the  plant  and  line. 

SACRAMENTO,  CAL.— The  Great  Western  Power  Com- 
pany has  been  granted  permission  to  lay  an  underground 
wire  system  in  Third  and  Fourth  streets,  K.  to  L.  The 
application  was  presented  by  Attorney  Hugh  B.  Bradford. 

THE  DALLES,  ORE. — The  Skamania  Light  &  Power  Com- 
pany of  Stevenson,  Wash.,  desires  to  supply  The  Dalles  with 
electricity  for  power  and  lights,  and  should  it  be  given  the 
privilege  will  sell  at  half  price.  S.  Samson  is  president  of  the 
corporation. 

HOOD  RIVER,  ORB. — The  Hydroelectric  Company  of 
Hood  River,  which  is  having  a  preliminary  survey  made  pre- 
paratory to  starting  work  on  a  power  and  light  plant  here, 
has  extended  its  operations  to  The  Dalles  and  has  applied 
for  a  franchise  in  that  city. 

OROVILLE,  CAL. — The  Great  Western  Power  Company 
has  purchased  what  are  known  as  the  Reuben  Stover  and 
Thad  Stover  ranches  in  upper  Big  Meadows.  The  Stover 
holdings  comprise  over  1000  acres  of  land,  and  their  absorp- 
tion by  the  big  electric  power  corporation  indicates  that  it  is 
the  desire  of  the  latter  to  obtain  control  of  practically  all 
land  in  that  valley. 

DORRIS,  CAL. — Dorris  is  jubilant  over  the  announcement 
that  the  Siskiyou  Electric  Light  &  Power  Company  expects 
to  furnish  light  and  power  services  here  within  sixty  days. 
The  company's  line  now  building  through  here  will  be  the 
first  to  touch  the  town.  The  sub-station  has  already  been 
erected  and  application  has  been  made  and  bids  advertised 
for  the  sale  of  said  franchise  through  the  corporate  limits  of 
the  city.    A  50-year  franchise  is  asked. 

PORTERVILLE,  CAL. — C.  H.  Holley,  chief  engineer,  is 
quoted  as  saying  that  the  Tulare  County  Power  Company  will 
be  delivering  power  to  the  patrons  of  the  line  not  later  than 
the  1st  of  April,  and  that  contracts  for  the  delivery  of  power 
at  that  date  to  the  stockholders,  are  now  being  written.  This 
concern  is  a  co-operative  organization  and  each  share  of  stock 
carries  with  it  an  agreement  from  the  comipany  to  deliver 
one  horsepower  of  electricity  annually.  The  substation  from 
which  the  power  is  to  be  delivered  to  the  orange  district  will 
be  located  at  Strathmore,  and  work  on  this  station  is  to  be 
started  shortly.  Location  has  been  secured  in  Tulare  for  a 
station  which  will  supply  the  dairy  district  where  a  steam 
auxiliary  will  be  located. 


TRANSPORTATION. 
VALLEJO,  CAL.— Within  a  few  days  T.  T.  C.  Gregory, 
president  of  the  Vallejo  &  Northern,  will  advertise  for  bids 
for  the  Vallejo  terminal  improvements,  which  the  company 
will  make  preparatory  to  beginning  the  construction  of  the 
new  electric  road  from  the  bay  to  Sacramento.  The  com- 
pany owns  24  acres  of  tide  lands  and  it  is  proposed  to  build 
a  bulkhead  along  the  entire  frontage. 


SAN  JOSE,  CAL. — C.  P.  Anderson  has  applied  to  the 
Board  of  Supervisors  of  the  County  of  Santa  Clara,  Cal.,  for 
a  franchise  to  construct  a  single  or  double  track  standard 
gauge  railroad  in  the  county  of  Santa  Clara,  to  be  operated 
by  electricity  or  gas. 

RIVERSIDE,  CAL.— The  City  Council  will  receive  sealed 
bids  up  to  October  31  for  the  purchase  of  a  franchise  grant- 
ing the  right  to  construct  and  for  a  period  of  forty-five  years 
to  maintain  and  operate  a  double  track  electric  railroad  on 
certain  streets  of  the  city. 

PASADENA,  CAL. — Material  is  on  the  ground  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  cut-off  from  four  track  lines  of  the  Pacific  Elec- 
tric Railway  Company  at  Schutzen  Park,  through  the  hills  to 
the  Cawston  Ostrich  Farm.  The  company  contemplates  build- 
ing a  tunnel  1500  feet  long  where  the  hills  are  pierced. 

CUCAMONGA,  CAL.— Paul  Shoup  and  William  Pillsbury, 
officials  of  the  Pacific  Electric  Railway  Company,  have  been 
here  looking  over  the  proposed  route  for  the  trolley  line.  If 
the  officials  decide  on  the  route,  a  free  right  of  way  will  be 
given  from  the  Ontario  Colony  through  to  Etiwanda,  and 
they  will  be  given  1000  cars  of  freight  from  the  beginning. 

SAN  BERNARDINO,  CAL— The  proposition  of  the  Pa- 
cific Electric  Company  to  build  a  car  line  into  the  north- 
v/est  section  of  the  city  on  F  street,  from  Third  to  Seventh 
ttreet,  west  on  Seventh  to  Mt.  Vernon  avenue,  north  on  Mt. 
Vernon  to  the  city  limits,  in  consideration  of  a  bonus  of 
$18,000,  has  been  accepted  by  the  property  owners  who  are 
anxious  for  immediate  construction. 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL.— Construction  work  on  the  Geary 
Street  Municipal  Railroad  is  being  pushed  rapidly  ahead  under 
the  supervision  of  Superintendent  Broderick  and  Public  Works 
Commissioner  Laumeister.  Rails  have  been  laid  in  Geary 
street  from  Fifth  to  Thirty-second  avenue,  and  the  concreting 
of  the  roadbed  is  under  way.  The  trolley  wires  have  been 
stretched  along  Geary  street  from  Thirty-third  avenue 
to  Kearny  street  and  on  the  first  of  October,  Tenth  avenue 
from  Pulton  street  to  Geary,  was  ready  for  the  ties  and  rails. 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL. — At  the  annual  meeting  of  stock- 
holders of  the  Northern  Electric  Railway  Company  the  direc- 
tors were  re-elected  as  follows:  A.  E.  Boynton,  E.  J.  de  Sabla 
Jr.,  W.  P.  Hammon,  P.  B.  Lilienthal,  E  R.  Lilienthal,  Joseph 
Sloss  and  Louis  Sloss.  The  directors  organized  by  re-electing 
officers  as  follows:  E.  R.  Lilienthal,  president;  E.  J.  de  Sabla, 
Jr.  and  Louis  Sloss,  vice-presidents;  Norman  Logan,  secretary. 
This  company  was  organized  in  1907  as  a  consolidation  of  the 
Northern  Electric,  Chico  Street  Railroad,  Shasta  Southern 
Railroad,  Redding  and  Red  Bluff  Railroad,  Marysville  and 
luba  City  Street  Railway.  It  operates  from  Sacramento  to 
Chico  via  Oroville  and  from  Chico  to  Hamilton,  130  miles 
in  all.  The  capitalization  is  $25,000,000,  of  which  $10,000,000 
is  preferred  non-cumulative  5  per  cent;  earnings  are  steadily 
increasing,  and  the  company  is  in  good  financial  condition. 

WOODLAND,  CAL. — At  a  meeting  of  the  executive  com- 
mittee of  the  Sacramento  Valley  Electric  Railroad,  or,  as  it 
is  called  by  some,  the  Woodland-Red  Bluff  Electric  railroad, 
held  in  this  city  this  week.  Attorney  A.  C.  Huston  of  Woodland 
was  instructed  to  prepare  applications  for  franchises  through 
Yolo,  Colusa,  Glenn  and  Tehama  Counties  as  early  as  pos- 
sible. Another  matter  of  interest  was  the  partial  report  of 
Engineer  Melville  Dozier  on  the  preliminary  survey.  At  the 
meeting  were  Charles  L.  Donohoe  of  Willows,  president;  E.  L. 
Sisson  of  Red  Bluff,  secretary  and  J.  Reith  Jr.  of  Woodland, 
H.  H.  Earl,  Attorney  A.  C.  Huston  and  Engineer  Dozier.  Pre- 
liminary proceedings  for  the  building  of  the  road  were  dis- 
cussed. Dozier,  in  his  verbal  report,  stated  his  corps  of  engi- 
neers, had  made  surveys  to  a  point  a  short  distance  above 
Maxwell.  Colusa  County.  Four  lines  were  surveyed  out  of 
Woodland  before  reaching  the  northern  boundary. 
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The  Best  Way  to  get  New  Lighting 
Customers  is  to  Make  Old  Cus- 
tomers Enthusiastic 

A  few  words  from  an  enthusiastic  customer  will  have  more  weight 
with  your  prospect  than  all  the  selling  talk  you  can  command. 
You  can  make  every  single  customer  a  booster  for  your  service  by 
supplying  him  with  Westinghouse  Wire  Type  Tungsten  Lamps  — 
the  continuous  filament  tungstens  with  a  two  year's  record  for 
long  life  and  satisfactory  service. 

Investigate  tins  record  for  yourself.  Go  to  the  superiutendent  of  some  iu- 
chistrial  plant  who  has  tried  all  kinds  of  tungstens.  Ask  him  to  name  jow  the 
one  that  can  be  relied  upon  for  strength  and  service.  He  Avill  say  "Westing- 
house  Wire  Tjqoe"  ever_y  time.  Ask  the  central  station  man  who  has  tried  all 
kinds  and  he  will  give  you  the  same  answer. 

It  is  an  eas}^  matter  to  get  reliable  djita  on  Westinghouse  ^^Vire  Type  Tung- 
stens because  they  Avere  in  use  in  all  kinds  of  hard  service  long  before  any  other 
continuous  filament  tungsten  was  put  on  the  market. 

Westinghouse  Wire  Type  Tungstens  are  made  in  all  sizes,  from  the  2.5 
A\'att  sign  lamp  that  doubles  the  value  oi'  an  (dectric  sign  up  to  the  500  watt 
lamp  which  is  fast  replacing  the  arc. 

Write  for  display  card  showing  allh-izes  and  for  list  of  po]ndar  magazines 
in  which  advertisements  are  being  carried  in  the  interest  of  better  ilhuuination. 

Westinghouse  Electric  and  Manufacturing  Company 

Incandescent  Lamp  Department  (Westinghouse  Lamp  Co.),  Bloomfield,   N.  J. 
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MOTORS  FOR  EVERY  HOME,  SHOP  AND 
BUSINESS  APPLICATION 

THSDE    MARK 

MOTORS 

carried  at  our  house  nearest  you. 

Every  motor  from  the  smallest  to  the  largest  is  guaranteed  to  be 
mechanically  and  electrically  perfect  -  to  te  durable  —  to  operate 
satisfactorily  and  economically. 

This  is  your's  and  your  customers'  protection.  Build  your  motor 
business  on  our  reputation.  Let  us  tell  you  how  to  do  it  and  why  it 
will  pay  you.      Write  to-day  to  department 


WESTERN  ELECTRIC  COMPANY 


Sail   UkcChr 
Ponlind 


'S«VETinEMtDrRClGHr*|^,„  yorl,  AiUnla  Si    Paul  DsllJU 

-    -  -■  Omiho 

OklBbomaC|[| 
Ci.y         San  FtanQKo 
Oakland 

:S  Varcou«r 

Lflndw       B<^.lin        Pant      Jobanncburg        Sydney        Tokyo 
AddrKi»  thm  hauma  ntartal  yao 

m«!Zmsi<a>rUQUIPHIEin  FOR  EVERY  ELECTRICAL  WEED-miii.«»i»»i.Bn«ia- 


The  Secret  of  the  Popularity  of 


Single  Phase  Motors 


Lies  in  the  superior  starting  and  operating  characteristics 
and  the  constant  uninterrupted  service  they  render,  due  to 
the  high  quality  of  material  and  workmanship  entering  into 
their  construction.     THEY  WILL  SATISFY  YOU. 

14  H.P.  to  40  H.P.  —  25  to  140  cycles 

CENTURY  ELECTRIC  CO. 

ISth  and  Olive  Sts.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Western  Sales  Offices  and  Stocks  at 

San  Francisco,  Los  Angeles,  Portland,  Spokane,  Salt  Lake  City 


Power  Companies 

can  increase  their 

DAY  LOAD 

by  furnishing  'power 
for'construction  work 

Contractors 

CAN  RENT 

motors,  pumps,  transformers,  hoists 
and  other  machinery  from 

FARNSWORTH 

ELECTRICAL  WORKS 

132-138  Second  St. 
San  Francisco,  Calif. 

IT  WILL  PAY  YOU 

to  communicate  with  us 

DO  IT  NOW 


TRADE 


BX  CABLE 


MARK 


Flexible  Steel  Armored 


Twin  Conductors  Type  BX 
AND 

Flexible  Steel  Conduit 


Armor  of  Cable  is  Hot  Gal- 
vanized, therefore  the  best 
commercial  form  of  a  rust 
resistant. 

Easier  to  install  than  a  new 
manila  rope  of  equal  dia- 
meter. 

Furnished  in  coils  in  lengths 
convenient  for  handling. 

^¥r^te  for  descriptive  cataloi/ni' 
No.  43654. 


Conduit  Coi 


SPRAGUE 

ELECTRIC  WORKS 

OF    GENERAL    ELECTRIC    COMPANY 
MAIN  OFFICE 

527-531  West  34th  Street,  New  York 

San  Francisco,  Atlas  BIdg.  Seattle,  Colman  BIdg. 
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POWER  POSSIBILITIES  IN  THE  INLAND  EMPIRE 


BY    HARRISON    WILLIAMS. 


The  appellation  "Inland  Empire"  is  used  locally     age  of  a  great  river  system.     It  is  a  natural  economic 
to  designate  a  portion  of  the  Pacific  Northwest  that     unit. 
would  be  more  definitely  designated  as  the  geograph-  The  Columbia  basin  has  an  area  of  about  250,000 


A   Typical   Water   Fall    in    the   Inland    Empire    Illustrating  the   Scores   ot  Small   Water  Powers   to  Be   Found    There. 


ical  territory  drained  by  the  Columbia  river.  Few 
large  geographical  areas  are  as  definitely  marked  by 
natural  features  as  a  territorial  unit  as  this  is.  Nothing 
could  mark  such  a  unit  more  definitely  than  the  drain- 


square  miles,  that  is.  the  inland  part,  east  of  the  Cas- 
cade range.  That  is  50,000  more  than  the  area  of 
France,  and  40,000  more  than  that  of  Germany. 

France  and  50.000  sc|uare  miles  of  adjoining  ter- 
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Rainbow  Falls  at  the  Head  of  Lake  Chelan,  Chelan 
County,  "Washington,  West  of  Spokane. 

ritory  on  the  east  have  a  population  approximating 
60,000,000.  Germany  now  has  a  population  of  aliout 
65,000,000  in  an  area  of  a  little  more  than-  200,000 
square  miles.  Greater  Berlin  in  1900  contained  2,523,- 
461  inhabitants,  and  is  now  estimated  to  contain 
3,400,000.  In  western  Europe  the  density  of  popula- 
tion,between  the  49th  parallel  and  the  North  Sea  and 
the  Baltic  averages  considerably  more  than  300  to 
the  square  mile. 

The  average  on  the  portion  between  the  49th  par- 
allel and  the  Mediterranean  is  about  190  to  the  square 


mile.  If  we  take  the  48th  parallel  as  the  dividing 
line  both  Paris  and  Vienna  will  be  in  the  north  divis- 
ion, and  the  disparity  will  be  still  greater.  No  doubt 
investigation  would  show  that  in  the  matter  of  com- 
merce and  wealth  the  difference  would  be  much 
greater,  especially  in  the  matter  of  commerce.  Now, 
industries  create  commerce  and  wealth  and  support 
population,  and  we  see  by  these  comparisons  that  in- 
dustries thrive  best  in  the  higher  latitudes.  Perhaps 
this  is  so  because  the  higher  latitudes  produce  "men." 
Anyway  that,  for  some  reason,  appears  to  be  the  case. 

Japan  proper  has  an  area  of  114,750  square  miles, 
and  in  1903  its  census  gave  the  population  at  45,889,- 
500.  Japan  is  a  very  mountainous  country,  and  the 
proportion  of  its  arable  land  to  its  unproductive  land  is 
not  greater  if  as  great  as  it  is  in  the  Inland  Empire. 
Any  superiority  there  may  be  in  productiveness — 
and  there  no  doubt  is  superiority  now — is  due  to  better 
husbandry  and  to  fertilizing.  More  than  half  of 
Japan's  population  is  employed  directly  in  agriculture. 

Next  to  the  soil  itself  the  streams  of  the  Inland 
Empire  supplying  water  for  power,  navigation  and 
irrigation,  constitute  the  greatest  natural  asset,  not 
excepting  the  combined  mineral  and  forest  wealth. 
I  have  seen  the  statement,  said  to  have  been  made  on 
the  authority  of  the  Geological  Survey,  that  one-third 
of  the  water  power  of  the  United  States  is  in  Oregon 
and  Washington.  But  there  is  more  water  power  in 
the  Columbia  drainage  in  Idaho  and  Montana  than 
there  is  in  Oregon  and  Washington  outside  of  the 
Columbia  drainage. 

The  rainfall  that  produces  the  great  river — two- 
thirds  of  it  in  the  State — is  the  explanation  of  the 
fact  that  the  largest  body  of  white  pine  timber  in 
the  United  States  is  in  Idaho  and  the  Columbia  drain- 
age in  Montana.  Any  attempt  to  express  the  value 
of  this  water  power  in  terms  of  money  would  give  only 
a  very  meager  conception  of  its  importance  to  the 
community,  since  electricity — which  can  only  be  put 
under  control  by  first  harnessing  the  energy  residing 
in  some  substance,  as  fuel  or  falling  water — has  be- 
come a  necessity  of  modern  society.  But  we  can  best 
realize  its  value  as  a  purely  economic  asset  by  stating 
it  in  money  terms. 

The  horsepower  year  cost  of  both  water  power 
and  steam  power  takes  a  wide  range,  but  the  ratio 
is  generally  placed  at  1  to  3.  In  this  Columbia  coun- 
try the  difference  in  cost  is  easily  as  much  as  $25  per 
horsepower  year  in  favor  of  water  power.  That 
amount  on  one-third  of  the  water  power  in  the  United 
States,  capitalized  at  4  per  cent,  can  be  expressed  only 
in  terms  of  billions.  It  is  not  necessary  to  go  into 
details,  but  data  regarding  one  in  particular  of  the 
great  powers  here  is  interesting. 

Government  engineers  reported  an  average  flow 
in  the  Pend  Oreille  River,  at  Priest  River,  Idaho,  dur- 


Incidents    in    Camp   Life    tor   the   Power   Engineer   in   the  Northwest. 
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Lower  Falls  in  the  Spokane  River. 


This  Gigantic  Power  Is    Located    in 
Spokane,  Washington. 


the    Heart    o£    the    Business    District    01' 


ing  the  year  1904  of  28,130  second-feet.  This  is  a 
very  steady  stream,  the  ratio  of  its  maximum  to  its 
minimum  flow  in  that  year  being  12  to  1.  Compare 
that  with  a  few  Eastern  streams :  The  Hudson  at  Me- 
chanicville,  N.  Y.,  80  to  1 ;  the  Susquehanna  at  Harris- 
burg,  Pa.,  49  to  1 ;  the  James  at  Buchanan,  Pa.,  76  to 
1;  Yadkin  at  Salisbury,  N.  C,  51  to  1;  the  Tennessee 
at  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  57  to  1 ;  the  Merrimac  at  Garvin 
Falls,  N.  H.,  30  to  1 ;  the  Potomac  at  Point  of  Rocks, 
Md.,  168  to  1. 

There  are  three  lakes,  Flathead,  Pend  Oreille  and 
Priest,  having  a  possible  storage  capacity  sufficient 
to  maintain  a  constant  flow  during  the  low  water 
months  equal  to  half  the  average  for  the  year.  The 
drop  of  the  stream  between  Lake  Pend  Oreille  and 
the  Columbia  is  750  feet,  mostly  within  a  small  part 
of  its  course.  It  will  be  safe  to  assume  an  available 
fall  of  5/6  of  the  whole  fall,  that  is,  625  feet.  The 
result  of  a  useful  effect  of  80  per  cent  of  the  the- 
oretical horsepower  would  be  the  enormous  amount 
of  800,000.  The  significance  of  such  a  water  p'jwer 
will  be  more  readily  realized  by  the  following  com- 


parisons :  By  the  terms  of  a  treaty  with  Canada  only 
20,000  second  cubic  feet  of  water  can  be  taken  from 
the  Niagara  River  at  the  falls  on  the  American  side. 
The  fall  is  about  one-third  as  much  as  the  estimated 
available  fall  of  the  Pend  Oreille,  so  the  result  will  be 
400,000  horsepower. 

A  few  comparisons  of  average  volume  of  water 
power  streams  will  be  instructive.  The  ratio  of  the  av- 
erage volume  of  the  Pend  Oreille  to  the  stream  named 
below  is  as  follows :  To  the  Hudson  at  Mechanicville, 
N.  Y.,  3  to  1 ;  to  the  Tennessee  at  Knoxville,  Tenn., 
2  to  1 ;  to  the  Colorado  at  Yuma,  Arizona,  2  to  1 ;  to 
the  Missouri  at  Townsend,  Mont.,  4.7  to  1 ;  to  the  Sus- 
quehanna (West  branch)  at  Williamsport,  Pa.,  3  to  1 ; 
so  the  Pend  Oreille  stands  easily  at  the  head  of  the 
V'jater  power  streams  of  the  United  States  in  the  mat- 
ter of  commercially  available  power.  When  the  time 
^omes — as  it  will  sometime,  though  far  in  the  future 
m  the  case  of  a  power  so  tremendous — that  this  power 
is  all  utilized,  the  saving  of  the  difference  between 
the  cost  of  this  power  and  steam  power  will  amount 
to  $20,000,000  a  year.    Besides,  the  Pend  Oreille  there 


General    Topography    and   Scenic    Eftects    Encountered   In  Gathering  Data   on  Drainage   Areas   In   High   Mountains 

of  the  Inland  Empire. 
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are  many  large  water  power  streams  in  the  Inland 
Empire.  Large  drop  in  a  comparatively  short  dis- 
tance after  the  stream  has  attained  to  nearly  its 
full  size  is  a  feature  here.  The  drop  in  the  Spokane 
river  between  Lake  Coeur  d'Alene  and  the  Columbia 
is  1224  feet,  and  in  the  Kootenai  between  Lake  Koo- 
tenai and  the  Columbia  about  400  feet. 

I  once  made  a  table  illustrating  a  combination  o£ 
the  Chelan  and  Spokane  powers — the  132  feet  fall 
at  Spokane  Falls — to  give  both  the  benefit  of  Lake 
Chelan  as  a  reservoir,  by  harnessing  the  two  into  one 
electrical    system.      By    using   all    the   water    at   both 


Sheep   Creep    Falls,    Noi-tli    of   Spokane. 

places  in  1904  the  combination  would  have  yielded 
183,470  horsepower.  In  this  plan  the  Spokane  power 
is  supposed  to  be  equipped  up  to  170,000  horsepower, 
and  when  the  stream  has  that  capacity  hold  the  water 
at  Chelan  in  the  lake  reservoir.  When  the  capacity 
of  the  Spokane  falls  below  170,000  horsepower,  bring 
the  Chelan  power  in  for  enough  to  make  up  the  de- 
ficiency. In  September  of  that  year  Spokane  would 
have  been  supplying  19,404  horsepower  and  Chelan 
150,596  horsepower,  In  October  the  amounts  would 
have  been  16,428  and  153,572;  in  November  16,608 
and  153,392,  and  in  December  21,228  and  148,772  horse- 
power. 

I  doubt  whether  there  is  another  water  power  in 
the  United  States  out  of  which  so  much  could  be 
made,   according  to  volume  and   fall,   as   out  of  the 


Chelan  power  in  such  a  combination.  Lake  Chelan 
has  sufficient  capacity,  by  cutting  a  channel  at  the 
outlet  to  draw  the  water  down,  to  render  this  plan 
feasible.  It  can  easily  be  given  the  capacity  of  the 
Roosevelt  reservoir  in  Arizona,  which  cost  $7,000,000 
or  $8,000,000.  Water  power  is  a  perpetual  resource, 
as  streams  run  on  forever,  whereas  coal  mines  and  oil 
wells,  sources  of  energy,  sooner  or  later  become  ex- 
hausted. 


FOR   OIL,  BURNING  LOCOMOTIVES,   SACRA- 
MENTO   DIVISION,    SOUTHERN 
PACIFIC    CO. 

"Data"  for  September  contains  the 
following  interesting  statistics  relative 
to  oil  burning  on  the  Sacramento  Divis- 
ion of  the  Southern  Pacific  Company's 
lines : 

Class  of  engine.  .10  wheel     Consoli-       Mallet 

dation       consoli- 
dation. 

Service    Passenger     Freight         Freight 

Date  of  test.. May,  '08  June,  '09  Nov.  '09 
No.  single  trips  2  2  2 

Time  of  test.  .17hr.  39m.  21hr.  23m.  29hr.  2m. 
Runnng  time.  .13hr.  55m.  12hr.  59m.  18hr.  11m. 
Miles   run    ....      315  174  174 

Av.    st'm   pres.      196.0  196.1  194.5 

Smoke  box  tem 

F 797  738.5  451.3 

Water      evap., 

gal 44147  48103  91087 

Water      evap., 

lb 367642  40085S  759058 

Oil  burned,  gal  3951.6  4328.4  7692.1 

Oil  burned,  lb.      31613  34627  61537 

Evap'n  lb  water 

per   lb.   oil..      14.14  13.95  15.04 

Lb.  water  evap 

per     sq.      ft. 

heat.       surf. 

per  hr S.69S  8.809  6.392 

Lb.  oil  burned 

per      sq.      ft 

heat.    surf. 
No.      cars      in 

train    7  14.5  24.5 

Weight     train 

tons     342  481  1056 

Gross  ton  mile- 
age        107730  83694  183744 

Water  evap.  per 

1000  ton  mi., 

per   hr 0.74S  0.761  0.518 

gal     409.79  574.75  495.73 

Water  evap.  per 

1000  ton  mi., 

lbs 3413  4790  4131 

Fuel  oil  burned 

per  1000  ton 

mi.,    lbs.    ...      34.90  48.40  39.51 

Fuel  oil  burned 

per  1000  ton 

mi.,    lbs.    ...    279.20  387.20  316.08 
Boiler  efficien- 
cy,   % 73.84             72.83  78.52 

Max.    i.  h.p 1719  1470  2486 

Mean  i.   h.p...        1368  1222  2057 
Engine  No.    ..           231                2564  4001 
Size    cyls.,    in.      22x28             22x30        26  &  40x30 
Diam.  of  driv- 
ers,  in 63                    57  57 

Wt.  locomotive 

lb 203300  208000  425900 

Wt.    on     driv- 
ers,   lb 160000  187000  394150 

Wt.  of  tender, 

lb 138070  134745  169765 

Heating    surf., 

sq.    ft 2994  3403  6394 

Feed      water 

heater,       ht. 

surf.,  sq.  ft 1221 


SAN  FRANCISCO  BRANCH  OF  A.  I.  E.  E. 

On  September  29th  the  San  Francisco  Branch  of 
the  American  Institute  of  Electrical  Engineers  held 
their  regular  monthly  meeting  at  the  Home  Telephone 
Building.  The  topic  for  discussion  was  on  Public 
Service  Commissions.  Max  Thelan,  attorney  for  the 
California  Commission,  was  introduced  as  the  speaker 
of  the  evening  by  Chairman  S.  B.  Charters.  The  fol- 
lowing were  Mr.  Thelan's  interesting  remarks  as 
taken   from    the   stenographic   report : 
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PUBLIC   SERVICE   COMMISSIONS. 

BY    MAX    THELAN. 

I  shall  proceed  to  make  a  few  introductory  re- 
marks as  to  the  history  of  the  movement  in  this  coun- 
try; after  having  done  that,  take  some  representative 
commission — possibly  the  Wisconsin  Commission — ■ 
and  show  somewhat  in  detail  just  how  that  commission 
does  its  work;  then  suggest  a  few  of  the  most  inter- 
esting problems  in  connection  with  this  regulation 
of  public  service  corporations,  and  then  possibly  at 
the  end  say  a  few  words  corncerning  what  it  is  pro- 
posed now  to  do  in  the  State  of  California. 

The  regulation  of  public  service  corporations  first 
took  the  form  of  regulation  of  railroads — and  generally 
of  steam  railroads ;  and  we  find  that  the  first  act 
conferring  any  power  of  State  control  over  a  public 
service  corporation  in  this  country  was  an  act  passed 
by  the  General  Court  or  Legislature  of  Massachu- 
setts in  the  year  1864.  The  effective  control,  however, 
under  that  act  did  not  begin  until  the  year  1869,  when 
the  Railroad  Commission  of  Massachusetts  started 
its  splendid  work  under  the  chairmanship  of  Charles 
Francis  Adams.  The  Massachusetts  commission  did 
not  have  the  authority  to  fix  rates — it  simply  had 
power  to  recommend.  During  all  these  years  up  to 
the  spring  of  this  year  the  Massachusetts  Commis- 
sion could  not  fix  a  rate;  but  while  I  was  in  Massa- 
chusetts this  summer  the  General  Court,  in  response 
to  the  wishes  of  Governor  Foss,  finally  conferred  upon 
their  railroad  commission  the  authority  to  fix  rates. 
It  was  here  in  California  in  1879  that  a  State  Com- 
mission was  first  given  the  power  to  fix  a  rate  for  a 
public  service  corporation;  and  the  public  service  cor- 
porations which  were  affected  here,  as  the  constitu- 
tion then  stood  and  now  stands,  are  railroads  and  other 
transportation  companies,  but  none  of  the  so-called 
public  utilities.  Texas  followed  suit  the  next  year 
in  1880;  and  since  then  almost  all  the  States  of  the 
Union  have  erected  some  State  authority  which  has 
control  over  the  rates  and  generally  over  the  service 
of  at  least  railroads,  and  in  many  cases  of  other  public 
service  corporations.  There  are  only  three  States 
in  the  Union  that  do  not  have  this  kind  of  control. 
One  of  them  is  Delaware  (I  suppose  that  is  too  small 
to  do  anything)  ;  another  is  Utah — which  is  too  firmly 
controlled  by  corporations — and  the  third  is  Idaho;  but 
in  every  other  State  in  the  Union  we  have  some  State 
authority  which  can  regulate  and  control  the  railroad 
corporations  of  the  State. 

Now  about  public  utilities.  A  distinction  is  often 
made  between  other  public  service  corporations  and 
public  utilities,  which  are  considered  to  include  tele- 
graph and  telephone  companies,  gas,  light,  heat  and 
power  companies  and  water  companies.  Massachu- 
setts took  the  first  step  in  this  regard  also,  but  it 
wasn't  until  1885.  In  that  year  the  Gas  and  Elec- 
tric Commission  of  Massachusetts  was  created.  That 
commission  did  have  power  of  its  own  initiative 

to  fix  a  rate,  but  did  not  have  power,  in  case  a  complaint 
was  made,  to  investigate  the  complaint  and  then  to  fix 
the  rate.  It  also  has  control  over  stocks  and  bonds, 
over  service  and  most  kinds  of  control  that  any  of 
the  State  Commissions  have  today.  Although  Massa- 
chusetts started  this  control   over  public  utilities   in 


1885,  practically  nothing  was  done  by  any  of  the  other 
States  until  1907.  In  that  year  three  of  the  leading 
States  adopted  statutes  providing  for  State  control 
of  public  utilities.  Oklahoma  did  so  in  her  consti- 
tutional convention.  New  York  by  statute  in  response 
to  the  message  of  Governor  Hughes,  and  Wisconsin 
also  by  statute  in  response  to  the  message  and  the 
instigation  of  Governor  La  Follette.  Next  year  Ver- 
mont followed  suit,  and  then  Maryland  in  1910,  and 
finally,  in  the  spring  of  this  year,  we  find  the  legisla- 
tures of  quite  a  number  of  the  States  passing  public 
utility  statutes,  giving  to  a  State  body — either  the 
Railroad  Commission  or  a  Public  Service  Commission 
— a  control  over  public  utilities  analagous  to  that 
which  was  being  exercised  over  railroads. 

To  show  you  how  general  this  movement  is  over 
the  country,  I  shall  mention  in  passing  some  of  the 
different  States  whose  legislatures  have  this  year 
adopted  such  statutes :  New  Hampshire  and  New 
Jersey  in  the  East ;  Ohio  and  Kansas  in  the  Middle 
West ;  and  Washington,  Oregon  and  Nevada  in  the 
extreme  West ;  and  the  matter  is  being  considered 
in  Colorado,  Iowa  and  other  States.  I  think  it  must 
be  apparent  now  that  this  movement  for  some  kind 
of  regulation  and  control  of  the  public  service  corpora- 
tions of  the  country  is  very  widespread.  It  is  not 
confined  to  any  one  locality  or  any  one  kind  of  State. 
We  find  Massachusetts,  the  most  conservative  of  all 
the  States  of  the  Union,  leading  in  it,  and  Nevada, 
one  of  the  most  radical,  coming  in  line  today.  We 
find  New  York,  one  of  the  richest  States,  if  not  the 
richest  State  in  the  Union,  having  what  is  one  of  the 
very  best  public  service  commissions  of  the  country; 
and  we  find  that  Wisconsin,  which  is  generally  re- 
garded as  a  progressive  State,  doing  probably  the  very 
best  work  of  all. 

Now  a  word  "as  to  the  actual  form  that  these  stat- 
utes take,  and  particularly  those  which  I  have  last 
referred-  to,  those  which  were  enacted  this  year,  and 
those  enacted  in  1907  in  Oklahoma,  New  York,  Wis- 
consin. 

Those  statutes  generally  provide  that  a  State 
Commission  shall  have  power  to  regulate  and  con- 
trol all  kinds  of  public  service  corporations — not 
merely  railroads  but  public  utilities  as  well.  The 
statutes  generally  provide  that  these  bodies  shall  have 
the  power  to  fix  a  rate ;  that  they  shall  have  the  power 
to  control  service  and  facilities ;  that  they  shall  have 
power  to  control  the  issue  of  stocks  and  bonds,  and 
some  of  them  provide  that  the  State  Commission  must 
first  give  its  consent  before  any  utility  or  public  serv- 
ice corporation  can  start  operations.  This  last  feature 
has  been  worked  out  in  its  most  complete  form  in  the 
State  of  Wisconsin  in  what  is  known  as  the  indeter- 
minate permit.  An  indeterminate  permit  is  simply  a 
provision  to  the  effect  that  if  a  public  utility  of  a  cer- 
tain kind,  such  as  a  gas  plant,  is  operating  within  a 
municipality,  and  has  consented  that  its  franchise 
become  indeterminate,  then  no  other  utility  of  the 
same  kind,  that  is,  no  second  gas  plant,  can  come  in 
unless  the  State  Commission  certifies  that  public  con- 
venience and  necessity  Cthat  is  where  we  get  the  term 
"Certificates  of  public  convenience  and  necessity"), 
require  that  the  second  company  .shall  come  into  the 
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field.  The  object  of  such  provision  is  two-fold.  In 
the  first  place,  it  is  to  prevent  ctt-throat  compe- 
tition, where  there  is  no  sense  and  no  need  for  it.  In 
the  second  place  there  is  a  further  provision  in  con- 
nection with  the  indeterminate  franchise,  and  that  is 
this,  that  in  return  for  those  privileges  which  are 
granted  to  the  corporations  that  are  already  in  the 
field  they  must  consent  that  the  municipalities  may 
purchase  them  at  a  fair  price.  Now  that  is  fair  to 
the  cities  and  it  is  fair  to  the  companies  as  well.  That, 
I  think  is  the  most  advanced  step  that  has  been  taken 
yet  by  any  of  the  States  in  the  regulation  and  con- 
trol of  public  service  corporations,  and  it  is  one  that 
the  corporations  themselves  are  very  largely  in  favor 
of;  and  we  find  the  opposition  to  this  provision  not 
so  largely  from  the  public  service  corporations  as 
from  people  of  ultra-radical  views,  who  want  all  the 
competition  they  possibly  can  have,  even  if  it  is  cut- 
throat competition,  thinking  that  the  public  will  ulti- 
mately be  best  served  in  that  way. 

There  are  some  problems  in  connection  with  pub- 
lic service  corporation  control  which  are  of  very  great 
interest;  and  I  find  that  very  few,  if  any,  of  the  State 
Commissions  of  the  country  have  reached  a  solu- 
tion of  these  problems  which  is  satisfactory  to  them 
or  to  anybody  else.  One  of  the  most  important  of 
these  problems  is  the  questions  of  what  shall  be  the 
basis  for  fixing  a  rate?  Assuming  that  you  have  a 
State  Commission  which  has  authority  to  fix  a  rate, 
on  what  property  shall  that  corporation  be  given  a 
return?  Now  we  have  had  many  bases  suggested. 
It  has  been  suggested  that  the  original  cost  of  the 
property  plus  additions  and  improvements  should  be 
the  basis.  Again,  it  has  been  suggested  that  the 
present  cost  of  reproducing  the  property  should  be 
the  basis.  Again,  it  has  been  suggested  that  the 
present  cost  of  reproducing  the  propery  less  the  de- 
preciation should  be  the  basis.  Again,  it  has  been 
suggested  that  the  stocks  and  bonds  should  be  the 
basis.  Again,  it  has  been  suggested  that  in  determin- 
ing the  basis  we  must  consider  not  only  all  these  ele- 
ments, but  also  such  elements  as  give  to  a  corpora- 
tion a  peculiar  going  concern  value.  For  instance, 
with  a  railroad  the  density  of  population  through  which 
a  railroad  moves  is  an  important  element,  and  also 
the  possibility  of  doing  business  because  of  it=:  par- 
ticular location,  as  against  another  railroad  which 
may  have  cost  exactly  the  same  amount  of  money, 
but  which  may  be  located  in  a  community  which 
does  not  have  many  resources,  so  that  its  opportuni- 
ties for  earning  profits  are  less.  These  questions  have 
assumed  particular  importance  because  of  the  decis- 
ions which  have  recently  been  rendered  in  some  rail- 
road rate  cases,  and  particularlv  the  decision  of  Judge 
Sanborn  in  Minnesota.  Judge  Sanborn,  in  the  Minne- 
sota rate  case,  used  as  a  basis  the  cost  of  reproduction 
of  the  property  today.  He  considered  nothing  else, 
and  he  made  a  finding  which  found  that  cost  to  be 
about  50  per  cent  in  excess  of  anything  that  the  test'- 
mony  showed.  I  do  not  state  this  on  my  own  au- 
thority, but  I  state  it  on  the  authority  of  the  Com- 
mission of  Wisconsin  and  the  Commissions  of  other 
States  who  have  looked  very  carefully  into  the  matter ; 
?nd  paturally  the  Commissions  throughout  the  Middle 


West  are  very  much  exercised  over  this  decision. 
The  case  will  be  argued  in  the  United  States  Supreme 
Court  this  October;  and  I  feel  that  a  great  many 
of  these  questions  as  to  what  is  the  proper  basis  for 
fixing  a  rate  will  be  settled  by  the  Supreme  Courc 
before  the  year  is  over;  so  that,  as  to  those  particu- 
lar questions  we  need  not  have  the  same  difficulty  that 
we  have  had  in  the  past. 

But  there  are  other  questions  also  which  are  of 
very  much  importance,  to  engineers  I  think  particu- 
larly. One  of  the  questions  is,  how  are  you  going  to 
ascertain  the  amount  of  depreciation  which  is  to  be 
charged  to  operating  expenses  each  year.  Very  little 
attention  has  been  given  to  that  question  by  any  of 
the  commissions.  Take  your  other  question  of  de- 
preciation. Suppose  you  are  trying  to  find  the  value 
of  the  plant,  and  suppose  you  take  as  a  basis  the  cost 
of  reproduction  less  depreciation,  just  how  are  you 
going  to  determine  that  depreciation  in  ascertaining 
the  value  of  the  plant?  I  feel  a  little  hesitancy  in  dis- 
cussing these  questions  here,  because  they  are  all  new 
in  this  State,  and  everyone  of  them  will  have  to  be 
decided  by  the  present  railroad  commission,  and  nat- 
urally I  do  not  wish  to  prejudge  the  case  either  for 
the  Commission  or  myself;  and  all  I  can  do  at  pres- 
ent is  to  indicate  some  of  these  interesting  problems, 
and  we  must  trust  that  this  Commission  will  go  at 
them  with  intelligence  and  with  thoroughness,  and 
in  view  of  all  the  light  it  can  get  both  in  this  State 
and  other  States,  so  as  to  try  and  reach  a  conclusion 
which  will  be  intelligent  and  which  will  be  fair. 

There  is  just  one  other  matter  about  which  I  wish 
to  speak,  and  that  is  the  problem  in  California. 

I  think  that  we  are  all  probably  very  much  in- 
terested in  how  our  public  utilities  are  to  be  con- 
trolled in  this  State ;  and  in  dealing  with  that  problem 
I  had  better  say  a  word  first  as  to  the  conditions  as 
they  have  existed  in  this  State  in  the  past,  and  then 
secondly,  as  to  the  changes  which  it  is  now  proposed 
to  make. 

It  is  needless  for  me  in  an  audience  of  this  kind 
to  say  very  much  about  the  nature  of  control  which 
our  cities  and  counties  have  exercised  in  the  past.  You 
are  just  as  familiar  with  that  doubtless,  or  more  so, 
than  I  am.  We  all  know  that  the  cities  have  had 
the  power  to  fix  the  rates  of  public  utility  corporations 
within  their  boundaries,  and  that  they  have  had  cer- 
tain police  powers,  but  that,  outside  of  these  powers, 
they  had  no  powers  as  to  service  or  facilities,  unless 
the  franchise  which  the  corporation  received  from 
the  city  specified  that  such  powers  might  be  exercised. 
For  instance,  there  is  no  power  in  a  city  to  force  the 
extension  of  a  gas  main  unless  the  gas  company,  in 
securing  its  franchise,  should  have  consented  that  this 
power  be  reserved.  No  city  has  had  the  power  to 
control  a  stock  or  bond  issue,  even  of  a  utility  that  is 
entirely  within  its  borders.     So  much  for  city  control. 

As  to  county  control,  if  I  am  correct,  that  con- 
trol has  been  exercised  chiefly  with  regard  to  water 
companies.  The  constitution  makes  it  the  duty  of 
boards  of  supervisors  to  fix  water  rates,  but  I  am  not 
aware  of  this  power  having  been  exercised  as  to  other 
utilities. 

As  to  State  control,  up  to  the  present  the  State 
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Board  of  Railroad  Commissioners  has  been  the  only 
State  authority  which  has  exercised  control  over  pub- 
lic service  corporations  other  than,  of  course,  our  tax- 
ing authority.  Now  this  Board  has  had  control  sim- 
ply of  railroads  and  other  transportation  companies; 
and  in  the  Market  Street  Railway  case  our  Supre.ue 
Court  has  decided  that  this  did  not  include  the  street 
railroads ;  so  that  the  Board  has  had  control  over 
railroad  companies,  express  companies  and  steamship 
lines — that  is,  those  steamship  lines  that  did  not  op- 
erate on  the  ocean.  The  kind  of  control  that  the 
State  Board  has  had  has  been  two-fold :  the  power  to 
fix  a  rate,  and  the  power  to  establish  a  uniform  sys- 
tem of  accounting;  that  is  all — just  those  two  powers. 
By  mentioning  those  two  powers,  the  constitution 
by  implication  has  prevented  the  exercise  of  any  other 
power ;  so  that,  as  the  constitution  stands  today  it  is 
not  possible  for  the  State  Board  to  regulate  any  ques- 
tion of  ser^-'ice  or  facilities  of  a  railroad  company,  or 
to  make  any  order  in  the  matter  of  the  control  of 
stocks  and  bonds. 

What  the  commission  has  done  these  last  thirty 
years  seems  to  have  been  largely  to  draw  its  salary. 
I  understand  they  were  rather  regular  in  this ;  and  T 
cannot  refrain  at  this  point  from  telling  a  little  in- 
cident which  happened  to  me  in  the  State  of  Wash- 
ington this  summer,  and  which  I  have  told  on  several 
occasions  lately  on  the  stump.  I  went  North  and 
East  and  South  this  summer  to  examine  the  work 
of  the  best  railroad  and  public  service  commissions, 
in  the  hope  that  our  Commission  here  might  be  guided 
by  the  best  thought  of  those  men  in  solving  these  same 
problems ;  and  I  found  in  Washington  a  very  brainy 
lawyer  by  the  name  of  Fairchild,  who  is  the  Chairman 
of  the  Washington  Public  Service  Commission.  About 
four  3'ears  ago,  Washingfton  woke  up  and  established 
a  public  service  commission.  Mr.  Fairchild  came  down 
here  to  San  Francisco  in  order  to  learn  how  rail- 
roads were  regulated.  He  had  the  Constitution  of 
California;  knew  that  we  had  a  Railroad  Commission 
since  1879,  and  assumed  that  in  the  30  years  and  over 
which  had  passed  since  then  this  State  must  have 
accomplished  great  results  in  the  way  of  the  regu- 
lation of  railroads  and  other  transportation  companies. 
So  he  came  here  to  San  Francisco,  and  went  into  the 
office  of  the  Railroad  Commission,  and  found  there 
one  individual,  a  pretty  stenographer,  he  told  me — 
in  fact  he  said  she  was  very  pretty — and  he  asked  her 
where  the  Commissioners  were.  She  said  she  was 
very  sorry,  but  they  were  out ;  so  he  went  away,  and 
in  the  afternoon  he  came  back  again,  and  repeated  his 
inquiry  as  to  where  the  Railroad  Commissioners  were, 
and  the  girl  hesitated  a  little  while.  "Well,"  she 
said,  "they  are  out."  And  he  said,  "I  am  Mr.  Fair- 
child.  I  am  from  Washington.  We  have  a  new  pub- 
lic service  commission  up  there,  and  want  to  find  out 
how  you  people  have  been  regulating  railroads  during 
the  last  30  years."  "Well,"  she  said,  "I  am  very  sorry, 
but  the  commissionei-s  never  show  up  except  at  the 
end  of  the  month,  when  they  draw  their  salaries." 

Mr.  Fairchild,  however,  is  a  persevering  sort  of 
a  man  ;  he  usually  gets  what  he  wants;  and  he  thought 
he  would  hunt  up  the  Secretary  of  the  Commission, 
and  he  finally  found  him,  and  he  said,  "Mr.  Secretary, 


I  have  come  all  the  way  from  Washington  to  find 
out  how  to  regulate  railroads,  and  I  haven's  had  very 
good  success  so  far.  Now,  can't  you  tell  me?" 
The  secretary  said,  "That  is  easy  enough.  All  you 
have  to  do  is  to  make  the  people  think  that  everything 
is  all  right,  and  that  is  all  there  is  to  it." 

Now  that  is  1he  way  that  our  railroads  have  been 
regulated  in  this  State  for  the  last  thirty  years.  We 
have  absolutely  nothing  to  guide  us  here  by  what 
has  been  done  iu  California  in  the  past.  Those  thirty 
years  have  been  wasted.  The  people  have  paid  from 
one  hundred  and  twenty  to  one  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars  to  the  Commissioners  in  those  years, 
and  have  got  nothing  for  it.  What  is  to  be  done 
now?  In  the  first  place,  the  last  legislature  passed 
what  is  known  as  the  Eshleman-Stetson  railroad  bill. 
'i'hat  is  a  good  bill  as  far  as  it  goes,  but  at  every 
step  the  legislature  found  itself  hampered  by  the  pro- 
visions of  the  present  constitution.  The  legislature 
did  the  best  it  could  in  working  out  the  powers  given 
by  the  constitution ;  but  the  conclusion  was  borne 
in  upon  them — as  it  must  be  upon  all  thinking  men 
in  the  State — that  if  we  are  to  follow  in  the  footsteps 
of  the  most  progressive  States  in  the  Union  the  con- 
stitution must  be  changed,  so  that  our  Commission 
may  exercise  the  powers  which  are  exercised  by  the 
Commissions  in  these  other  States ;  and  for  that  rea- 
son three  constitutional  amendments  were  proposed. 
I  am  not  going  into  the  details  of  those  amendments 
unless  there  should  be  an  inclination  later  on  to  learn 
more  of  them,  except  I  will  state  simply  in  a  word 
or  two  what  each  of  the  three  amendments  proposes. 

First  is  Assembly  Amendment  No.  50.  That  is 
a  simple  amendment,  and  refers  simply  to  the  power 
of  the  Commission  over  the  rates  of  railroad  companies, 
and  removes  certain  limitations  in  the  constitution 
at  present.  For  instance,  at  present  the  railroad  com- 
mission has  no  power  over  commutation  rates.  We 
can  do  nothing  there.  At  present  there  is  a  long 
and  short  haul  clause  in  the  constitution  which  is 
absolutely  rigid — no  exception  at  all.  It  has  never 
been  obeyed,  but  here  comes  the  present  commission 
v/hich  has  to  obey  the  law,  which  intends  to  obey 
the  law,  and  it  finds  what  is  called  the  long  and  short 
haul  clause,  which  makes  it  unlawful  for  a  railroad 
to  make  a  rate  for  a  longer  distance  lower  than  for  a 
shorter  one  in  the  same  direction  and  over  the  same 
route,  absolutely,  independently  of  what  the  condi- 
tions may  be,  even  if  there  is  water  competition  forc- 
ing a  lower  rate  for  the  longer  distance  than  the 
shorter  one.  But  there  stands  the  constitution.  It 
must  be  changed,  or  else  the  entire  railroad  system  of 
the  State  must  be  revolutionized.  What  is  now 
proposed  is  to  read  into  the  constitution  the  same 
kind  of  long  and  short  haul  clause  which  is  in  the 
Interstate  Commerce  Law.  The  clause  is  there, 
hut  power  is  given  to  the  commission,  when  conditions 
jr.stify  it,  to  deviate  from  it — a  sensible  conclusion. 

There  is  another  innovation  in  .Assembly  Amend- 
ment No.  50,  which  gives  to  a  shipper,  in  case  of  an 
excessive  or  discriminatory  rate,  the  right  to  appear 
before  the  commission  in;-' cad  of  having  to  go  through 
the   process  of  a  suit   in   court. 

The  next  amendmenL  is  Assembly  No.  6,  wliicli 
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increases  the  number  of  commissioners  from  three  to 
five,  because  of  the  extra  work  which  will  result 
from  the  control  over  public  utilities.  It  provides  also 
for  appointment  by  the  Governor  instead  of  by  elec- 
tion by  the  people.  All  the  commissions  of  the  coun- 
try which  are  doing  the  best  work  are  those  that  are 
appointed  instead  of  elected.  I  found  that  in  New 
York,  Wisconsin,  Massachusetts,  Washington,  and  in 
practically  all  of  the  States  which  have  recently 
adopted  railroad  or  public  service  commission  stat- 
utes the  commissioners  are  appointed.  The  reason 
i.=  very  obvious,  because  you  are  much  more  likely  to 
get  trained  men  and  experts  on  a  commission  of  this 
kind  by  appointment  than  by  election.  By  election 
you  are  likely  to  get  three  farmers,  or  three  lawyers, 
or  three  business  men,  or  three  men  of  leisure  as  we 
have  had  in  the  past;  but  by  appointment  you  may 
get  one  lawyer  versed  in  railroad  law ;  one  man  who 
is  versed  in  accounts  and  statistics,  and  one  who  is 
versed  in  practical  rate  making,  as  is  the  case  in  Wis- 
consin ;  or  you  are  likely  to  get  one  lawyer  who  under- 
stands railroad  law,  one  man  versed  in  finances,  so  he 
can  handle  the  stocks  and  bonds,  and  another  versed  in 
the  practical  operation  of  railroads,  as  is  the  case  in 
Massachusetts. 

So  I  think  there  is  no  doubt  at  all  that  this  is  a 
provision  in  the  way  of  a  more  intelligent  and  able 
board  than  we  have  had  in  the  past.  But  the  most  im- 
portant provision  in  this  No.  6  is  the  one  which  pro- 
vides that  the  legislature  can  confer  upon  the  State 
Commission  additional  powers.  This  is  necessary  be- 
cause of  what  I  pointed  out  to  you,  that  the  consti- 
tution at  present  gives  the  Commission  only  the  power 
to  fix  a  rate,  and  the  power  to  prescribe  a  uniform 
system  of  accounting;  so  that,  in  order  to  secure  a 
regulatory  control  over  the  issues  of  stocks  and  bonds, 
and  over  service  and  facilities,  it  is  absolutely  nec- 
essary that  these  provisions  be  added.  I  do  not  know 
whether  the  gentlemen  here  are  very  generally  in 
favor  of  control  over  stocks  and  bonds;  it  may  be 
that  some  of  you  are  not.  Possibly  your  natural 
interests  would  be  opposed  to  that ;  but  the  experience 
of  the  States  of  the  Union  seems  to  show  that  that 
it  absolutely  necessary,  and  the  great  mass  of  the 
people,  there  is  no  question,  are  heartily  in  favor  of 
it.  No  honest  corporation  need  fear  this,  but  the  wild- 
cat corporations  fear  it,  and  ought  to. 

In  New  York  City  I  found  every  street  railroad  is 
in  the  hands  of  the  receiver.  I  tried  to  find  out  why, 
and  they  told  me  this :  That  originally  there  were 
a  large  number  of  street  railroads  in  the  City  of  New 
York,  and  these  began  to  consolidate,  two  here,  three 
there,  and  so  on ;  and  every  time  they  consolidated 
they  watered  the  stock  and  issued  an  amount  of 
bonds  which  was  in  excess  of  what  they  had  before, 
with  the  result  that  the  street  railroads  today  have 
a  large  amount  of  water  in  the  stock  and  an  excessive 
bond  issue,  which  makes  it  impossible  for  them  to 
pay  the  interest  on  the  outstanding  securities.  The 
result  is  that  the  people  can't  get  new  cars  or  equip- 
ment. There  is  one  eternal  fight  between  the  Public 
Service  Commission  of  the  First  District  and  the  street 
railroads,  because  the  Commission  is  trying  to  undo 
to  some  extent  what  has  been  done,  and  can't  make 


any  headwa)^  and  the  corporations  are  trying  to 
keep  what  they  have  got,  and  in  the  meantime  the 
public  suffers.  I  do  not  think  that  any  public  service 
corporation  that  sees  the  tendency  of  the  times  can 
object  to  a  control  over  stocks  and  bonds  which  is 
exercised  by  an  efficient  commission.  The  honest 
corporation  has  nothing  to  fear,  but  the  wild-cat  cor- 
poration has,  and  it  ought  to ;  and  I  am  willing  to 
do  my  part  to  make  the  wild-cat  corporation  fear  that 
sort  of  thing.    That  is  about  all  there  is  to  No.  6. 

Now  the  other  amendment — which  I  think  is  pos- 
sibly of  more  interest  to  you  gentlemen  than  any 
other — is  Senate  No.  47.  That  is  the  amendment 
which  defines  public  utilities,  and  which  gives  to  the 
State  Commission  certain  kinds  of  control  over  cer- 
tain of  those  public  utilities.  Public  utilities  are  de- 
fined to  include  all  kinds  of  railroads,  adding  street 
railroads  to  the  present  railroads  under  the  control 
of  the  Commission ;  and  in  addition  to  those,  telegraph 
and  telephone  companies,  gas,  heat  and  power  com- 
panies, water  companies,  canal,  pipe-line  companies, 
wharfingers  and  warehousemen.  The  amendment 
provides  in  the  first  place  that  the  Commission  is  not 
to  exercise  control  over  those  plants  if  owned  by 
municipalities.  Those  municipalities  are  to  continue 
their  regulation  in  their  own  way  for  their  own  utili- 
ties, that  is,  those  which  are  publicly  owned.  It  pro- 
vides also  that  the  municipalities  are  to  keep  the 
present  powers  which  they  have  over  privately  owned 
utilities,  unless  the  people,  at  an  election  called  for 
that  purpose,  confer  these  powers  upon  the  State  Com- 
mission. 

Now  this  particular  provision  has  been  subject  to 
quite  a  little  criticism,  and  in  my  opinion  it  is  not 
the  last  step  in  the  matter.  I  think  that,  possibly 
with  the  exception  of  some  of  the  very  largest  cities, 
such  as  Los  Angeles  and  San  Francisco,  it  would  be 
wiser  if  the  State  had  the  entire  control,  including  the 
power  to  fix  a  rate.  The  reason  for  the  submission  of 
the  amendment  in  its  present  form  is  simply  this : 
Los  Angeles  has  a  Public  Service  Commission  of  which 
it  is  very  proud.  There  is  a  strong  local  pride  in 
the  city  of  Los  Angeles,  and  even  if  they  kick  out 
three  incumbents  now,  and  three  then,  and  three  more 
some  other  time,  they  would  never  consent,  at  least 
for  the  present,  that  such  povver  as  they  have  won  be 
taken  from  them — so  that  if  this  amendment  had  been 
submitted  in  the  form  suggested  by  some  of  the 
men  who  are  affiliated  with  the  public  service  cor- 
porations of  this  city,  namely,  that  the  State  should 
take  over  the  whole  power,  it  would  have  been  de- 
feated. Now  the  question  which  confronts  us  here 
is  simply  this,  as  to  whether  it  would  be  wiser  to 
submit  an  amendment  which  would  be  defeated,  or 
v/hat  amounts  to  the  same  thing — defeat  the  present 
amendment — or  to  pass  the  present  amendment.  Now 
to  answer  that  question  I  think  it  necessary  that  we 
find  out  just  what  changes  in  the  existing  order  of 
things  this  amendment  will  create.  In  the  first  place, 
let  me  illustrate  what  I  want  to  say  with  a  rough  dia- 
gram. Suppose  we  take  this  blackboard  as  repre- 
senting all  the  powers  of  regulation  and  control  which 
can  be  exercised  by  any  authority  in  the  State.  Now 
suppose   that   this   triangle   in   one   corner   represents 
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the  powers  which  are  at  present  possessed  b}--  the 
municipalities  of  the  State.  Those  powers  are  sim- 
ply, first,  to  fix  a  rate ;  and  secondly,  to  enact  certain 
police  ordinances,  such  as  the  power  to  force  a  street 
railroad  to  put  on  car-fenders.  Those  are  the  only 
powers  that  are  exercised  by  any  municipality  today 
as  to  public  utilities.  Now  there  is  a  great  residuum 
in  the  State.  First,  there  are  corporations  not  sub- 
ject to  any  control  today,  such  as  the  telegraph  com- 
panies, the  power  companies,  and  the  pipe-line  com- 
panies. Those  corporations  are  not  subject  to  any 
regulatory  power  today;  and  if  the  principle  of  public 
regulation  is  good,  it  would  seem  that  we  should  con- 
sider very  seriously  the  question  of  whether  we  should 
defeat  the  amendment,  and  in  that  way  deprive  the 
public  of  any  kind  of  regulation  and  control  over 
these  particular  corporations.  In  addition  to  the  cor- 
porations I  have  mentioned,  there  are  telephone  com- 
panies outside  of  cities  and  gas  and  electric  light  com  • 
panies  outside  of  cites.  I  do  not  understand  thai 
these  companies  are  today  subject  to  public  regula- 
tion, and  as  to  those  companies  the  entire  field  of  reg- 
ulatory power — the  control  of  rates,  stocks  and  bonds, 
extensions  and  so  forth,  is  open.  In  addition  to  that, 
with  reference  to  the  corporations  down  here  (indi- 
cating the  triangle)  which  are  regulated  only  in  part 
today  by  the  cities,  there  is  a  certain  scope  of  author- 
ity which  even  the  cities  do  not  exercise — for  instance, 
the  control  over  stocks  and  bonds.  If  this  amendment 
passes,  the  entire  residuum  of  power  here,  which  is 
today  exercised  by  nobody  as  to  certain  corporations, 
and  which  is  exercised  today  by  the  cities  only  in 
part  as  to  other  corporations,  will  be  conferred  upon 
the  State  authority.  It  seems  to  me  it  would  be  far 
wiser  to  take  what  is  offered  to  us  now,  although  it 
may  not  be  perfect,  and  then  work  out  the  remaining 
portion  of  the  problem  later.  Just  to  take  a  homely 
illustration,  I  think  it  is  I^etter  to  take  the  three- 
quarters  of  the  loaf  that  is  offered  to  us  today  rather 
than  take  no  loaf  at  all.  We  have  no  assurance  that 
any  future  legislature  within  a  reasonable  time  would 
submit  the  kind  of  amendment  which  some  of  you 
gentlemen  possibly  think  ought  to  be  submitted ;  and 
if  it  were  submitted  we  have  no  assurance  that  it 
would  not  be  defeated  by  a  combination  between  Los 
Angeles  and  San  Francisco.  So  I  think  that  most  of 
us  who  really  thoroughly  believe  in  the  principle  of 
public  regulation  and  control  will  be  in  favor  of  this 
amendment,  although  it  has  defects.  I  say  that 
frankly.  It  has  defects,  but  I  think  its  defects  are 
insignificant  as  compared  with  its  advantages. 

That  is  about  all  that  I  had  to  say.  These  prob- 
lems are  extremely  difficult,  and  they  are  problems 
which  call  for  co-operation.  The  State  Commission 
will,  of  course,  go  ahead,  even  if  it  does  not  get  any 
help  from  any  of  the  public  service  corporations. 
From  what  I  know  of  the  State  Commission  today, 
it  will  go  ahead  to  perform  its  duty.  It  owes  a  duty 
to  the  public  and  to  the  corporations  also,  and  it  will 
perform  that  duty;  but  it  can  perform  it  far  more 
wisely  and  efficiently  if  it  has  the  co-operation  of  the 
men  who  represent  the  public  service  corporations 
of  the  State;  and  I  feel  from  what  many  of  them  have 
told  us  that  we  will  have  the  hearty  co-operation  of 


at  least  most  of  the  corporations.  I  hope  that  we  may 
attain  the  same  results  which  have  been  attained  in 
Wisconsin.  In  Wisconsin  the  public  service  corpor- 
ations are  now  very  strongly  in  favor  of  the  State 
Commission.  Of  course  that  is  partly  because  of  the 
splendid,  thorough,  scholarly  work  which  that  Com- 
mission has  done — a  work  which  has  resulted  very 
largely  from  its  association  with  the  University  of 
Wisconsin.  Graduates  of  the  State  University  bring 
to  the  Commission  a  scholarliness  and  thoroughness 
and  an  unprejudiced  view  which  have  resulted  very 
largely  in  the  efficient  work  of  the  Commission.  I 
should  Hke  to  see  that  same  kind  of  work  done  here 
in  this  State,  and  I  think  it  will  be,  and  I  hope  that 
in  that  work  we  may  have  the  help  of  the  public 
service  corporations  themselves. 


IRON  LOSS  IN  THE  CURRENT  TRANSFORMER 

Some  interesting  conclusions  have  been  recently 
reached  by  the  Bureau  of  Standards  in  a  series  of 
tests  performed  in  a  study  of  the  current  transformer 
with  particular  reference  to  the  socalled  iron  loss.  The 
conclusions  are  nine  in  number  and  are  as  follows : 

1.  While  the  ratio  of  transformation  of  current 
transformers  usually  decreases  with  increasing  cur- 
rent, it  may  increase  in  individual  caBes,  or  even  pass 
through  a  maximum. 

2.  The  ratio  and  the  phase  angle  performance 
may  be  accurately  computed  from  the  magnetic  data 
of  the  core. 

3.  In  general  the  slope  of  the  ratio  curve  may 
be  qualitatively  predicted  from  the  value  of  the  Stein- 
metz  exponent  if  the  latter  be  assumed  to  be  constant. 
But  the  iron  losses,  particularly  at  the  low  flux  densi- 
ties used,  depart  too  widely  from  such  a  simple  law 
for  accurate  work. 

4.  The  slope  of  the  ratio  curve  may  be  accurately 
computed  from  the  slope  of  the  curve  obtained  by 
plotting  the  core  loss  against  the  flux  on  logarithmic 
coordinate  paper. 

5.  It  is  proposed  that  this  logarithmic  slope,  or 
logarithmic  derivative  shall  be  called  the  ratio  of  varia- 
tion.   It  is  much  more  useful  than  the  actual  exponent. 

6.  The  methods  now  in  use  for  determining  the 
"exponent"  fail  to  give  a  true  exponent  that  will  sat- 
isfy the  equation  W  =  WB^,  unless  z  is  a  constant. 
The  quantity  actually  determined  by  these  methods  is 
the  ratio  of  variation. 

7.  The  wave  form  of  the  secondary  of  a  current 
transformer  may  be  considered  to  be  the  same  as  that 
of  the  primary  current  for  even  the  most  precise  meas- 
urements, as  the  distortion  within  the  transformer  is 
entirely  negligible. 

8.  While  the  effect  of  variations  in  wave  form  on 
ratio  and  pliase  angle  may  be  detected  by  accurate 
measurements,  it  is  too  small  to  be  of  practical  im- 
portance, being  of  the  same  order  of  magnitude  as 
the  effect  of  small  changes  in  frequency. 

9.  The  null  methods  used  for  accurate  determi- 
nations of  ratio  and  phase  angle  all  give  the  theoreti- 
cally correct  results,  well  within  the  experimental 
error,  so  that  the  accuracy  attainable  is  decidedly 
greater  than   is  required   in   practice. 
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R7LATION  BETWEEN  WEIGHT  AND  OUTPUT 
OF  INDUSTRIAL  MOTORS.' 
Part    II. 
Induction    Motors. 

The  weights  given  in  the  accompanying  tables  are 
commercially  called  "Frame  Weights."  Two  ma- 
chines built  on  the  same  frame  will  have  the  same 
frame  weight.  For  instance,  the  5  and  7j/^  h.p.  eight- 
pole  motors  are  built  upon  the  same  frame  and  hence 
are  given  the  same  weight  commercially,  although 
the  actual  weight  of  the  7>4  h.p.  motor  would  be  some- 
what more,  and  the  actual  weight  of  5  h.p.  motor  some- 
what less  than  the  value  given  in  the  table.  This  fact 
causes  the  irregularities  shown  on  the  curves.  The 
square  roots  of  the  torque  are  figured  from  the  torque 
obtained  by  using  full  load  horsepower  and  synchro- 
nous speed.     The  latter  is  used  for  convenience. 

TABLE  3.      SQUIRREL,  CAGE  INDUCTION  MOTORS,   60  CYCLE, 
110,  220  AND  440  VOLTS. 


RATINGS 

AND 

WEIGHTS. 

4   Pole. 

6   P 

ole. 

8   Pole 

10  Pole 

12 

Pole 

1 

17.1 

75 

2 

2.42 

120 

2.94 

170 

3 

2.94 

170 

3.48 

230 

R 

3.86 

230 

4.68 

345 

5.4 

470 

6.04 

580 

6.62 

740 

TV. 

4.68 

340 

5.73 

345 

6.62 

470 

7.40 

580 

8.1 

740 

10 

5.4 

340 

6.62 

470 

7.65 

580 

8.55 

740 

9.36 

860 

1."; 

6.62 

513 

8.1 

580 

9.36 

740 

10.40 

860 

11.4 

1135 

?,0 

7.65 

634 

9.36 

740 

10.8 

740 

12.1 

860 

13.2 

1135 

30 

9.35 

834 

11.4 

860 

13.2 

860 

14.8 

1135 

16.2 

1415 

40 

10.8 

1013 

l5.2 

1013 

15.3 

1135 

17.1 

1135 

18.7 

1415 

50 

12.1 

1013 

14.8 

1307 

17.1 

1415 

19.3 

1415 

20.9 

1870 

75 

14.8 

1307 

18.1 

1415 

100 

17.1 

1611 

20.9 

2211 

0  S  /O  /S  ZO  gs 

Curve  2  shows  the  relation  of  the  weights  of  4 
pole  and  6  pole  motors  to  square  roots  of  torques.  At 
the  lower  ratings  4  pole  motors  are  lighter  for  same 
torque  than  the  6  pole  motors,  but  are  heavier  on 
ratings  above  square  root  of  torque  equal  to  6. 

Curve  3  shows  relation  weights  of  6  and  8  pole 
60  cycle  induction  motors.  Note  that  above  square 
root  of  torque  equal  to  8,  the  8  pole  motors  are  lighter 
for  same  torque  than  6  pole  motors. 

Curve  4  shows  that  curves  representing  weights 
of  8  and  10  pole  motors  cross  at  value  of  square  root 
of  torque  equal  to  15.5. 

'Continued    from    issue    of   October    14     1911. 
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Curve  5  shows  that  within  range  of  ratings  given 
the  12  pole  motors  are  heavier  than  the  10  pole  motors 
for  the  same  torque.  The  curves  if  plotted  out  to 
larger  ratings  will  cross  at  point  where  the  12  pole 
motor  becomes  lighter  than  the  10  pole  motor  for 
the  same  torque. 

The  above  method  of  lining  up  weights  afford  a 
con\enient  method  of  lining  up  weights  of  different 
types  of  machines  and  also  shows  if  any  discrepancy 
occurs  in  weights  of  particular  machines. 


\,\,^^Ji.  Dvll.t  . 


PRIMER  OF  APPLIED  THERMODYNAMICS." 

EIGHTH  LECTURE. 

Feed  Water  Heaters,  Condensers  and  Injectors. 

Although  the  study  of  Thermodynamics  may 
be  interesting  to  the  student  of  mathematics  simply  as 
a  combination  of  playful  symbols  enabling  him  to 
enjoy  that  exquisite  pleasure  known  only  to  those 
who  have  entered  the  inner  threshold  of  this  wonder- 
ful branch  of  reasoning,  it  would  never  be  interesting 
to  the  practical  engineer  could  he  not  apply  the  fruits 
of  his  study  to  the  advancement  of  the  profession. 

Having  now  acquired  a  ground  work  upon  which 
to  build  applications  of  Thermodynamics  we  shall 
find  it  exceedingly  interesting  to  look  into  some  of 
the  fundamental  accessories  of  the  modern  power 
plant. 

We  have  previously  seen  that  an  enormous 
amount  of  latent  heat  energy  is  absorbed  in  the  evap- 
orating of  water  into  steam.  When  this  steam,  after 
use  in  the  engine  cylinder  is  exhausted  into  the  air 
a  large  quantity  of  energy  is  lost  by  being  put  to  no 
useful  purpose.  It  is  evident,  then,  if  the  exhaust 
steam  could  be  condensed  into  water  by  bringing  it  in 
contact  with  cold  water,  the  cold  water  would  easily 
absorb  the  latent  heat  in  the  steam,  thereby  causing 
the  temperature  of  the  cold  water  to  be  materially  in- 
creased. Now  if  the  particular  cold  water  used  is  that 
of  the  feed-water  for  the  boiler,  a  considerable  saving 
in  heat  energy  is  thereby  effected,  for  one  B.t.u. 
is  saved  for  every  pound  of  water  raised  one  degree. 
A  contrivance  accompanying  this  result  is  known  as 
a  feed-water  heater.  When  the  steam  is  brought 
directly  in  contact  with  the  water,  the  heater  is  said  to 
be  of  the  open  type,  and  when  the  heat  from  the  steam 
is-  absorbed  through  an  intervening  medium,  it  is  said 
to  be  of  the  closed  t3^pe.  A  typical  example  oi  feed- 
water  heaters  is  the  so-called  Cochrane  Feed-water 
Heater  shown  in  Fig.  18.  This  device  not  only  heats 
the  entermg  water  by  means  of  the  exhaust  steam, 
but  by  means  of  the  clever  accessories  shown  in  the 
illustration,  the  oil  which  is  contained  in  the  exhaust 
steam  is  deposited  at  the  oil  separator  shown  in  the 
diagram.  The  cold  feed-water  enters  from  above  on 
the  slanting  plates  as  shown  and,  in  trickling  down 
over  them,  comes  in  intimate  contact  with  the 
steam  after  it  has  passed  the  oil  separator.  Coke  is 
placed  in  the  bottom  of  the  heater,  and.  as  all  the  water 
must  pass  down  through  this,  the  water  is  tliereby 
largely  purged  of  all  impurities,  and  thus  assii-^tance 
is  given  for  maintaining  more  perfect  boiler  operation. 

'A    resume',    devoid    of    higher    mathematics,  covering    tlie 

essentials  of  a  series  of  lectures  now   being  given  by   the  editor 

of    this    Journal     before     the    Senior    iVIechanical  Engineering 
students  at   the   University  of  California. 


^xLaj^-  ^C^~. 


7^31^  ■<''-- cHHi 


r^.^ai:.i  tt^ttr*. 


^llJu.' 
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Fig.  IS.     Cochrane    Feed-water   Heater., 

The  Wainwright  even-flow  surface  condenser  as 
shown  in  Fig.  19  is  a  good  illustration  of  surface  con- 
densers and  also  illustrate  the  closed  type  of  feed- 
water  heater.  The  steam  is  exhausted  into  the  main 
drum  as  shown,  and  water  circulates  through  copper 
tubes  traversing  this  drum.  These  tubes  are  held 
in  the  tube  plates  without  any  soft  packing  or  screw 
glands,  but  by  the  use  of  hard  brass  thimbles  tightly 
driven.  The  grouping  of  the  tubes  sends  the  circu- 
lating water  at  least  four  times  through  the  condenser 
chamber. 
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Fig.     19.     Wainwright     Surface     Condenser. 

It  is  evident,  then,  that  the  feed-water  heater 
serves  a  .louble  purpose;  for,  if  properly  installed,  the 
water  going  into  the  boiler  is  not  only  heated,  but 
by  condenisng  the  exhaust  steam  it  increases  the 
mean  effective  pressure  of  the  steam  in  the  engine 
cylinder.  Operating  under  these  conditions  our  engine 
is  said  to  he  condensing.  Pressures  below  that  of  the 
atmospheie  are  thereby  used. 

In  ocean-going  vessels  the  so-called  surface  emi- 
dcnser  is  used  almost  entirely,  for  the  sail  water 
jnimped  in  from  without  must  not  be  allowed  to  go 
directly  into  the  boilers  as  it  is  very  detrimental.  ()ii 
the  other  hand,  for  stationary  engines  on  land,  the 
jet  conde.iser  in  whigh  the  cool  water  mingles  directly 
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with  the  steam,  thereby  condensing  it,  is  found  often 
most  economical.  In  considering  the  heat  quantities, 
the  same  mathematical  formulas  can  be  used  for  the 
computations  in  feed-water  heaters  as  in  condensers. 
The  onl)'  thing  to  be  careful  of  is  to  remember  that 
in  the  open  feed-water  heater  and  the  jet  condenser, 
the  condensed  steam  becomes  equal  to  the  heated 
water,  while  in  the  closed  feed-water  heater  and  the 
surface  condenser,  the  water  after  being  condensed 
from  the  steam  is  usually  not  lowered  appreciably  be- 
low the  temperature  of  saturated  steam  for  the  pres- 
sure under  consideration. 

In  order  to  be  able  to  compute  the  quantity  of 
water  that  will  be  heated  a  given  number  of  degrees 
by  the  heat  from  the  steam  in  either  the  closed  or 
open  type  of  feed-water  heater,  once  again  we  appeal 
to  our  elementary  Thermodynamic  considerations. 
Thus,  the  heat  surrendered  by  the  steam  will  be  equal 
to  the  heat  gained  by  the  water,  neglecting  minor 
losses  due  to  radiation  and  the  like.  This  is  best  seen 
by  an  illustrative  example.  An  engine  discharges  8000 
lb.  of  steam  0.95  dry  per  hr.  at  atmospheric  pressure. 
How  many  lb.  of  water  per  hr,  can  be  raised  from 
60°  F.  to  200°  F..  Each  lb.  of  steam  mixture  has  as 
latent  heat  0.95  X  970.4  B.t.u.  There  is  represented 
in  each  lb.  of  steam  mixture  a  liquid  heat  of  180  B.t.u. 
also.  In  the  open  type  the  condensed  steam  wll  be 
come  equal  to  the  feed-water  temperature,  or  200°  F. 

Hence  in  8000  lb.  we  have,  letting  x  be  the  number 
of  Id.  of  water  heated 

(0.95  X  970.4  -f  180)  8000  =  x  (200  —  60) 
—  168 
7,468,000  =  140  x 
.•.x=  53,300  lb. 

In  the  case  of  the  closed  type,  the  water  from 
the  condensed  steam  does  not  cool  below  212°  F. 
Hence  we  have 

(0.95  X  970.4  -f  180  —  180)  800  =  x  (200  —  60) 
7,372,000  =  140  x 
.•.x  =  52,650  lb. 

Generally  speaking,  then,  for  the  open  and  closed 
feed-water  heaters  and  for  the  jet  and  surface  con- 
densers, we  have  the  following  formulas  : 

w    (x„   L„  +  h„  — n,)=w    (h,  — h) 

in  which  h:  becomes  equal  to  ho  when  considering  the 
closed  feed-water  heater  or  the  surface  condenser,  and 
h=  becomes  equal  to  In  when  considering  the  open 
feed- water  heater  or  the  jet  condenser,  where 

"W^lb.   per   hr.   of   steam   condensed, 
w  =  lb.    per   hr.    of   water    heated, 

x„^  quality  of  steam  at  exhaust  pressure, 
Ij„  =  latent  heat  at  pressure  of  exhaust. 

h„  =  heat    of    liquid    in    exhaust    steam, 

h,  =  heat  of  liquid  at  final  cooled  temperature  of  con- 
densed   water. 

h  ^  heat  of  liquid  in  feed-water  before  neating, 

hj:=heat  of  liquid  in   feed-water  after  heating. 

It  is  a  matter  of  common  knowledge  that  the  pres- 
sure of  water  from  the  water  mains  usually  installed 
is  not  sufficient  to  force  water  into  a  steam  boiler  op- 
erating under  the  usual  conditions  of  installation. 
Hence,  some  device  must  be  used  that  can  force  the 
water  in  against  the  boiler  pressure.  This  is  accom- 
plished in  a  great  many  plants  by  means  of  a  force 
pump.    Under  many  conditions  of  operation  especially 


on  locomotives,  a  socalled  injector  is  found  most  use- 
ful for  this  purpose. 

The  Penberthy  automatic  injector  is  a  well-known 
make  of  this  class  of  apparatus,  Fig.  20  shows  a  sec- 
tional view  as  well  as  the  outside  appearance  of  this 


Fig 


20.     Cross  Section  View  of  Penberthy  Injector 
and  View   of  Injector   Installed. 


injector,  installed  for  operation.  In  this  class  of  appa- 
ratus the  steam  is  allowed  to  attain  a  high  velocity, 
and,  on  being  condensed  by  coming  in  contact  with  a 
stream  of  cold  wat^r,  gives  up  part  of  its  kinetic  en- 
ergy, so  that  the  mixture  enters  the  boiler  against 
the  pressure  of  the  boiler.  The  steam  to  operate  the 
injector  is  taken  from  the  boiler  and  enters  the  in- 
jector at  the  point  marked  "steam"  on  the  cross- 
sectional  diagram,  and  at  R  begins  to  expand.  In  ex- 
panding, the  steam  gives  up  part  of  its  heat  energy, 
which  is  at  once  converted  into  kinetic  energy.  As  the 
swiftly  moving  steam  passes  the  opening  indicated  by 
the  direction  of  the  arrow  at  "water  supply,"  a  vac- 
uum is  formed  and  cool  feed-water  is  drawn  with  the 
steam  through  S.  The  water  almost  instantly  con- 
denses the  steam,  and  the  impact  of  the  steam  greatly 
increases  the  velocity  of  the  water.  It  is  a  well-known 
hydraulic  principle  that  when  water  is  flowing  in  a 
pipe  with  a  given  velocity,  and  under  a  given  pressure, 
a  decrease  of  velocity  is  accompanied  by  such  an  in- 
crease of  pressure  that  the  sum  of  the  kinetic  and 
potential  energies  of  the  water  remain  constant.  In 
starting  the  injector,  until  sufficient  pressure  is  gen- 
crated  to  open  the  check  valve  into  the  boiler,  the  water 
is  sent  through  the  side  opening  "overflow"  on  the  dia- 
gram. It  is  seen  that  as  the  water  and  steam  mix- 
ture traverse  Y,  the  opening  gets  larger  and  larger, 
which  means  that  the  velocity  gets  smaller  and  smaller. 
Since  kinetic  energy  is  mathematically  expressed  as 
the  product  of  one-half  the  mass  of  a  moving  body  by 
the  square  of  its  velocity,  it  is  evident  that  this  de- 
creasing of  the  kinetic  energy  immediately  shows 
itself  in  form  of  pressure  or  potential  energy,  since 
we  know  that  energy,  itself,  is  indestructible.  Hence, 
when  sufficient  pressure  is  produced,  the  counter  pres- 
sure of  the  boiler  is  overcome,  and  water  allowed  to 
enter. 

Let  us  act  upon  the  mechanical  principles  above 
enunciated  and  derive  simple  mathematical  expressions 
governing  the  injector.     Let  x«,  Lo,  ho  be  the  state  of 
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the  steam  after  our  usual  terminology;  h  is  the  heat 
of  the  entering  water  and  v  its  velocity ;  hi  is  the  heat 
ot  the  discharged  water,  and  V  its  velocity;  y  is  the 
pounds  of  water  drawn  into  the  boiler  per  lb.  of  steam 
used  by  the  injector.  Since  the  total  heat  of  the  steam 
is  as  formerly  derived,  x«  Lo  -|-  ho  per  lb.,  and  the  heat 
possessed  by  the  entering  water  y  h,  as  y  lb.  are  used 
per  lb.  of  steam,  the  total  heat  energy  is  xo  Lo  +  ho  -\- 
y  h,  and  to  this  must  be  added  the  kinetic  energy  of 

v=  1 

the  water,  which  is X ■     Hence  we  have  the 

2g  778 

v" 

relationship    xo  Lo  -|-  ho  -j-  y    (h  -| .V"»  = 

2g 

(1+y)    (h.  +  -.V™ 
2g 

The  right  hand  side  of  the  equation  above  easily 
follows,  since  energy  is  never  destroyed  and  since  each 
lb.  of  steam  now  has  y  lb.  of  water,  the  combined  mix- 
ture represents  (1  +  y)  lb.  The  quantity  representing 
the  square  of  the  velocity  appearing  on  both  sides  of 
this  equation  is  very  small  compared  with  the  other 
items.  Hence  it  may  for  all  practical  purposes  be 
entirely  neglected.  We  then  ,have  as  our  equation 
for  the  injector, 

y  (hj-  —  h)  =  x„  L„  +  h„  —  h, 

^0  L„  +  h„  —  h, 

or  y^ 

hj  — h 

If  s  is  the  head  against  which  the  water  is  forced 
in  order  to  get  the  water  into  the  boiler,  we  have  for 
the  energy  absorbed  (since  work  is  the  product  of 
force  and  distance)  a  quantity  equal  to  s  (1  +  y)  ft.  lb. 
But  xo  Lo  -j-  ho  —  h  is  the  energy  in  the  entering  steam 
and  water,  hence  the  efficiency  of  the  injector  is 

s(i+y) 


W  Lo 


S  =  - 


xo  Lo  -\-  ho  — h 

In  the  study  of  mechanics  we  learn  that  the  pro- 
duct of  mass  and  velocity  is  called  momentum,  and 
that  when  impact  takes  place  between  two  elastic 
bodies  the  sum  of  momentum  in  both  bodies  before 
and  after  the  shock  is  the  same.  Hence  the  momen- 
tum of  the  1  lb.  of  steam  issuing  from  the  nozzle 
added  to  the  momentum  of  the  y  lb.  of  water  drawn 
in  must  be  equal  to  the  momentum  of  the  (1  +  y)  lb. 
of  the  mixture  after  the  impact.    Therefore 

Where  vi  is  the  velocity  of  the  entering  steam. 
vx-fyv=(l-f  y)  V 

From  this  relation  we  are  enabled  to  compute 
velocity  relationships  when  certain  quantities  are 
given  in  injector  design.  The  student  will  do  well  to 
examine  the  Thermotwisters  given  in  this  lecture  and 
see  if  application  of  these  formulas  above  given  can 
easily  be  made. 

The  question  of  design  or  choice  of  condensing 
surface  is  usually  solved  by  Whitham's  empirical 
formula. 


180    (to  — t) 

Where 

8=::  square   feet   of  condensing  surface, 
Wr=  weight   of   steam   condensed   per   hour, 
L„:^  latent  heat  at  the  temperature  of  exhaust  steam. 
t„  =  temperature    of    exhaust    steam, 

t  =  average    temperature    of    circulating    water    between 
Inlet  and  outlet. 

Thermot\wisters. 

1.  Water  is  to  be  raised  from  60°  F.  to  200°  F.  in  a  feed- 
water  heater,  the  weight  of  water  being  10,000  'b.  per  hour. 
Heat  is  supplied  by  steam  at  atmospheric  pressure,  0.95  dry. 
Find  the  weight  of  steam  condensed  (a)  in  an  open  heater, 
(b)  in  a  closed  heater.  Find  the  surface  necessary  in  the 
latter. 

2.  Steam  0.96  dry  at  130  pounds  gauge  pressure  delivers 
3250  pounds  of  water  per  hour  from  an  injector  at  a  tempera- 
ture of  165°  F.,  the  inlet  temperature  of  the  water  being  62° 
F.  The  water  is  measured  on  the  inlet  nide  of  the  injector. 
Find  the  weight  of  steam  used.  The  velocity  of  the  entering 
water  is  13  ft.  per  second.  That  of  the  discharge  is  115  ft. 
per  sec.  Find  the  velocity  of  the  steam  leaving  the  discharge 
nozzle.  How  many  boiler  horsepower  are  required  or  repre- 
sented in  the  steam  necessary  for  the  injector? 

Solution  of  Thermotwisiters — Fifth  Lecture. 

1.     Find    the   volume    of   one   pound   of   air   in    an   air   com- 
pressor  at   a   pressure   of   100   lb.    per   sq.    in.,    the   temperature 
being  32°  F.,  using  Boyle's  law  only, 
p  V  ^  p„  v„ 

Now  at  32°  F.,  v„  for  1  lb.,  of  air  Is  12.39  cu.  ft,  and  p„:= 
14.7  lb.  per  sq.  in.  or  14.7  X  144  lb.  per  sq.  ft.  Hence  sub- 
stituting 


p»y« 


14.7  X  144  X  12.39 


-  =  1.S2    cu.    ft. 


Ans. 


p  100  X  144 

2.  From  Charles'  law,  find  the  volume  of  one  pound  of  air 
at   atmospheric   pressure   and   72°    F. 

v^v„  (1  +  t/27S) 

72°  F.r=  22.22°  C.  and  v„  =  12.39  cu.  ft. 

Hence   substituting, 

22  22 

V^12.39(l-| '- )  =rl3.4  cu.   ft.     Ans. 

273 

3.  Find  the  temperature  of  2  ounces  of  hydrogen  con- 
tained in  a  1-gallon  flask  and  exerting  a  pressure  of  10,000  lb. 
per   sq.   in. 

pv^R.T  p  =  10.000xl44  R    for    hydrogen  =  770 

2  ounces  =:  1  gallon. 
16  ounces  or  1  lb.  =  8  gallons  =  1.06S  cu.  ft. 

10,000  X  144  X  1068 


p  V 
R 


-=2000.0°   F.  abs. 


770 

or    2000 — 459.4  =  1540.5°  F.     Ans. 
4.     How  large  a  flask  will  contain  1  lb.  of  nitrogen  at  3200 
lb.  pressure  per  sq.   in.  and  70°   F? 

p  ==  3200  X  144        T  ^459.4 -1-70  :=,529. 4 
pv=:RT  R     for    nitrogen  =54.9 

RT         54.9  X  529.4 


.0631   cu.    ft.     Ans. 


3200  X  144 


HYDRO-ELECTRIC  ENTERPRISES  IN  BRAZIL. 

By  decree  No.  8753  the  Brazilian  Federal  Govern- 
ment gives  a  concession  to  engineers  Francisco  de  Paula 
Ramos  and  Hans  Hacker,  representatives  of  commer- 
cial firms  of  Rio  de  Janeiro — Valle  Rodrigues  &  Ra- 
mos, and  Bromberg,  Hacker  &  Co. — or  to  such  enter- 
prise as  they  shall  organize  for  the  exploitation  of  the 
hydraulic  power  of  the  Paulo  Affonso  Falls  of  the 
River  San  Francisco.  The  contract  is  for  70  years 
maximum,  and  requires  a  first  installation  of  200,000 
horsepower,  increased  up  to  1,000,000  kilowatts  in  15 
years  after  the  inauguration  of  the  first  hydroelectric 
installation.  The  Sao  Paulo  Light  &  Power  Company 
has  acquired  the  great  falls  of  Firambella,  between 
Santos  and  Mogydas  Cruzes. 
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WATER  RIGHTS  IN  NORTHWEST.  • 

BY    NORWOOD   W     BROCKBTT. 

This  is  probably  the  broadest  question  with  which 
the  Hydroelectric  Company  must  deal.  In  the  State 
of  Oregon  the  matter  rests  with  a  commission  ooerat- 
ing  under  a  water  code  and  is  principally  a  matter  of 
following  the  statute.  Broadly  speaking,  the  rioarian 
owner  has  the  right  to  divert  the  water  at  any  point 
upon  his  property  for  the  purposes  of  generating  elec- 
tric light  and  power,  provided  he  returns  the  water  to 
its  natural  channel  within  the  boundaries  of  his  own 
land.  If  he  does  not  own  all  the  riparian  rights  be- 
tween the  point  of  diversion  and  the  point  of  return, 
it  is  necessary  that  he  acquire,  such  rights,  either  by 
purchase  or  condemnation,  from  the  riparian  owners, 
as  each  such  owner  has  a  legal  right  to  have  the  water 
flow  by  his  land  in  the  manner  :n  which  nature  in- 
tended. In  the  absence  of  any  appropriation  or  devel- 
opment, however,  the  measure  of  such  owners'  dam- 
age is  limited  to  the  financial  loss  which  he  sustains 
for  domestic  and  agricultural  uses  and  if  sufficient 
water  is  left  in  the  stream  to  meet  such  uses,  his  dam- 
age would  be  merely  nominal.  If  an  appropriation 
of  water  has  been  made  prior  to  such  diversion  then 
such  lower  riparian  owner  must  not  only  show  that  he 
intends  to  devote  the  water  to  a  public  use  and  the 
necessity  therefor,  but  must  also  show  that  he  has 
followed  usch  appropriation  with  reasonable  diligence, 
preparatory  to  the  actual  use  of  such  water. 

This  brings  us  to  the  consideration  of  the  effect 
of  notices  of  appropriation  of  water,  upon  which  there 
is  apparently  considerable  difference  of  opinion.  In 
Washington  and  Idaho  the  Pacific  Coast  Doctrine  that 
"the  first  in  time  shall  be  the  first  in  right"  controls. 
This  does  not  mean  that  the  mere  posting  and  filing 
of  a  notice  of  appropriation  will  "'bold  down"  a  stream 
for  an  indefinite  length  of  time,  hut  that  it  must  be 
followed  with  reasonable  diligence  in  perfecting  the 
use  of  the  water;  nor  does  such  a  notice  give  to  the 
appropriator  the  right  to  divert  the  water  from  a  lower 
riparian  owner  without  compensating  him  as  hereto- 
fore explained.  It  is,  however,  a  notice  to  the  world 
that  the  appropriator  intends  to  devote  so  many  cubic 
second  feet  of  a  stream's  flow  to  a  public  use  and  all 
subsequent  appropriators  must  take  notice  of  this 
declaration ;  provided  the  appropriation  is  followed 
with  reasonable  diligence.  It  gives  such  an  appropri- 
ator the  right  to  the  use  of  this  water  and  prevents 
it  from  being  diverted  so  that  a  diminished  volume 
would  flow  through  his  propertv.  As  before  stated, 
this  right  exists  without  such  ajipropriation,  but  by 
stamping  it  with  a  public  use,  followed  by  reasonable 
diligence,  it  prevents  an  upper  riparian  owner  from 
condemning  the  water  from  such  appropriator  upon  the 
theory  that  one  public  service  corporation  cannot  con- 
demn property  for  is  own  use,  which  has  already  been 
devoted  to  a  public  use. 

The  right  to  overflow  the  land  of  another  without 
his  consent  depends,  of  course,  entirely  upon  the  right 
of  eminent  domain.  The  right  to  overflow  state  land 
has,  however,  been  clearly  given  in  the  State  of  Wash- 
ington and  we  desire  to  urge  upon  those  companies 
requiring  storage  facilities  upon  State  lands,  the  neces- 
sity of  perfecting  such  rights  while  this  law  is  in  op- 
eration.    The   statute   is    mandatory :    it   compels   the 


State  Board  of  Land  Commissioners  to  grant  such 
rights  upon  application  and  upon  a  showing  that  the 
land  is  to  be  used  for  the  storage  of  waters  for  a 
public  use.  It  is  not  necessary  to  purchase  the  prop- 
erty, but  the  damages  to  the  State  by  reason  of  the 
overflow, are  fixed  and  paid  and  the  right  becomes  per- 
petual. The  question  was  recently  raised  by  the  State 
Board  of  Land  Commissioners  as  to  the  right  of  a  pub- 
lic service  corporation,  in  dammmg  a  river,  to  store 
the  waters  so  that  they  covered  the  banks  between 
low  water  and  ordinary  high  water,  upon  the 
theory  that  the  State  owned  the  banks  of  navigable 
lakes  and  streams  up  to  high  water  mark.  This  con- 
tention is  probably  correct  in  so  far  as  it  affects  navi- 
gable rivers.  The  Commission  held  that  any  river 
which  would  float  a  shingle  bolt  was  a  navigable  river, 
within  the  meaning  of  the  constitution.  In  this,  how- 
ever, the  Commission  is  unquestionably  wrong,  as  the 
Supreme  Court  has  repeatedly  decided  that  this  sec- 
tion of  the  constitution  means  those  rivers  navigable 
for  the  ordinary  uses  of  commerce  and  trade. 

In  storing  water,  however,  by  means  of  a  dam, 
where  the  raise  in  the  banks  of  the  stream  does  not 
exceed  or  even  reach  the  mark  of  ordinary  high  water, 
the  riparian  owner  may  claim  damages.  Such  a  ques- 
tion recently  arose  in  the  writer's  company,  where  the 
rise  and  fall  was  approximately  three  feet  a  day  on 
the  claimant's  property,  caused  by  the  storage  of  water 
from  the  company's  dam.  At  no  time  was  the  water 
raised  to  a  height  which  even  approximated  the  high 
waters  of  the  river,  but  the  waters  were  raised  to  a 
point  three  feet  above  the  mean  low  water  in  the  sum- 
mer. Investigation  convinced  the  writer  that  the 
upper  riparian  owner  was  entitled  to  have  the  water 
flow  by  his  property  at  the  natural  rate  of  flow  and 
that  any  change  in  such  flow  entitled  the  owner  to 
recover  such  damages  as  he  had  sustained.  The  claim 
for  damages  in  this  case  was  based  upop  the  caving 
of  his  banks  and  the  sub-irrigation,  which  caused  a 
portion  of  his  property  lying  contigous  to  the  river 
to  remain  moist  at  all  seasons  of  the  year. 


METHODS  OF  ACCOUNTING  IN  CONNECTION 
WITH  NATIONAL  AND  STATE  LEGIS- 
LATION. 

BY    C.    N.    HUGGINS.i 

It  is  regretable  for  some  reasons  that  external  reg- 
ulation of  corporations  engaged  in  supplying  pubhr 
service  is  not  vested  exclusively  in  a  National  Commis- 
sion operating  much  in  the  same  manner  as  the  Inter- 
state Commerce  Commission,  instead  of  such  control 
being  divided  among  several  National,  State  and  Muni- 
cipal Commissions  or  Boards,  each  requiring  some  in- 
formation not  exacted  by  the  others  and  each  wishing 
the  same  results  shown  in  a  somewhat  dififerent  way. 
Until  we  have  some  such  plan  of  exclusive  commission 
regulation  I  am  afraid  no  general  or  uniform  sj^stem 
of  accounting  will  be  found  entirely  adequate  or  satis- 
factory for  use  in  different  States.  In  the  case  of  the 
Portland  Railway,  Light  &  Power  Company,  it  must 
now  report  to  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission, 
to  the  State  Railroad  Commission,  to  the  State  Tax 
Commission,  to  the  City  of  Portland,  and,  of  cour.se, 
to  the  Internal  Revenue  Department. 

'Treasurer  Portland  Railway,  Light  and  Power  Company. 


October  21,  1911.] 
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Last  winter  a  State  Public  ?trvice  Commission 
was  created  by  the  Legislature,  but  <.  referendum  peti- 
tion has  been  filed  against  his  measure,  which  will  not 
come  before  the  people  until  November,  1912.  In 
Washington  the  State  Commission  is  already  in  legal 
existence,  and  I  believe  they  also  have  a  State  Tax 
Commission,  while  a  multiplicity  of  commissions  exists 
in  almost  all  other  States. 

Those  of  us  who  come  under  the  regulation  of  tlie 
Interstate  Commerce  Commission  are  probably  more 
local  bodies,  and  our  systems  of  accounting  have  be- 
cause of  a  longer  acquaintance,  than  with  those  of  the 
local  bodies,  an  dour  systems  of  accounting  have  be- 
come pretty  well  standardized  in  the  Railway  Depart- 
ment. Likewise  in  the  Light  and  Power  Departments 
we  have  yielded  more  and  more  to  the  uniformity 
ecommendations  of  the  National  Association,  until 
among  the  larger  companies  and  many  of  the  smaller 
ones  fairly  uniform  methods  of  accounting  are  in 
x'ogue,  although  classifications  of  accounts  seem  to  be 
somewhat  at  variance.  This  will  always  be  the  case  ^o 
long  as  we  are  called  upon  to  furnish  information  in 
more  or  less  conflicting  form.  However,  if  we  all  use 
the  methods  standardized  by  the  American  Street  and 
Interurban  Railway  Association  and  the  National 
Electric  Light  Association  and  will  subdivide  our  pri- 
mary classifications  liberally,  we  will  find  ourselves 
able  without  serious  difficulty  to  furnish  reports  in 
almost  any  form  demanded. 

There  has  always  been  a  hesitancy  on  the  part  of 
Public  Service  Companies  to  properly  inventory  and 
classify  their  property  accounts,  but  I  feel  that  we 
must  now  recognize  the  fact  that  VvC  will  be  required 
to  furnish  sooner  or  later  an  accurate  property  inven- 
tory, and,  if  we  have  not  already  done  so,  we  should  at 
once  take  steps  to  prepare  a  very  careful  and  fully  de- 
tailed statement  of  all  property.  Such  an  inventory 
must  be  consistently  made  and  records  must  be  in 
such  shape  as  to  permit  of  ready  verification. 

In  Oregon  we  are  required  to  make  report  to  the 
State  Tax  Commission  of  all  pi'Operty  segregated 
among  the  various  school,  road  and  other  taxing  dis- 
tricts, and  are  supposed  to  show  the  average  daily 
quantity  of  eleectricity  furnished  to  public  and  private 
consumers  in  each  ot  said  districts.  This  is  a  rather 
difficult  thing  to  do.  and  recognizing  this  fact,  the 
commission  has  thus  far  waived  the  demand  for  quan- 
tities of  electricity  furnished.  I  hope  they  ma_v  con- 
tinue to  do  so,  but  we  should  be  prepared  to  furnish. 
at  least,  all  reasonable  information. 

There  has  been  ?.  great  chang-5  in  the  attitude  of 
corporations  toward  public  connnissions  during  the 
last  two  or  three  years,  and  we  are  now  aj^preciative 
of  the  fact  that  whiie  there  may  be  considerable  an- 
noyance in  complying  with  the  numerous  demands 
made  upon  us  and  considerable  extra  expense  entailed 
in  doing  so,  still  v.'e  have  received  much  direct  benefit 
from  their  oversight  r.nd  are  reachmg  a  higher  plane 
of  stability.  This  is  not  due  to  any  remedial  action 
brought  al>out  from  fear  of  investigation,  but  tlie  re- 
sults are  obtained  from  several  causes. 

The  most  beneficial  ef?ort  of  Commission  over- 
sight has  undoubted!_\  been  due  to  o|jportunities,  some- 
what forcibly  thrust  upon  us,  of  observing  the  weak 


points  in  our  business  methods  and  providing  reme- 
dies therefor.  P'urthermore,  the  supervision  of  Gov- 
ernmental Conimissicn  undoubtedly  acts  as  a  stamp 
of  approval  on  the  reporting  companies,  just  as  much 
as  the  inspection  of  National  Banks,  the  green  label  on 
the  bottle  of  bonded  whiskey  or  the  purple  stamp  of 
the  Government  Meat  Inspector,  and  the  time  is  rap- 
idly approaching  when  investors  will  be  very  chary 
indeed  of  securities  of  public  utility  companies  which 
are  not  under  commission  regulation.  This  feeling  is 
already  existent  and  is  rapidly  growing. 

The  State  Comvnissions  will  not  be  found  unrea- 
sonable and  will  unquestionably  co-operate  with  the 
coiporations  reporting  to  them  in  adopting  such  rea- 
sonable forms  as  will  most  readily  furnish  information 
desired  with  the  fewest  possible  complications. 

I  understand  that  several  of  our  members  in  the 
State  of  \A^ashington  are  now  working  out  a  revised 
system  of  accounting  to  be  submitted  to  the  State 
Commission  for  discussion,  and  I  think  if  this  Associa- 
tion can  be  of  any  assistance  in  this  work  through  a 
committee  or  otherwise,  such  assistance  should  be 
tendered.  Furthermore,  I  would  recommend  that 
when  such  revised  system  is  finally  adopted  this  Asso- 
ciation should  provide  itself  with  full  information 
thereon,  and  througli  its  Executive  Committee  or  oth- 
erwise should  endeavor  to  secure  the  adoption  of  the 
same  system  in  Oregon  and  other  of  our  Western 
States  where  Commissions  are  not  yet  in  existence. 

I  do  not  wish  it  understood  ihat  I  am  in  favor 
of  absolutely  uniform  classification  for  all  operating 
companies,  as  from  the  dififerent  local  conditions  affect- 
ing almost  all  of  our  member  companies  it  is,  in  my 
opinion,  entirely  impossible  to  observe  such  uniformity 
of  classifications  with  satisfaction  to  the  officers  and 
owners  of  the  properties. 

From  time  to  lime  the  Light  and  Power  Asso- 
ciations have  tried  to  delude  themselves  with  the 
idea  that  perfect  unifomity  was  essential,  but  I  think 
we  must  all  agree  that  such  is  not  the  case.  This  does 
not  change  m}'  reconmendation  that  the  system  of  ac- 
counting shall  be  uniform,  and  that  the  methods  fol- 
lowed in  obtaining  results  shall  be  along  the  same  gen- 
eral line. 

In  the  case  of  m}-  own  compaii}',  some  of  our  in- 
terests require  certain  information  which  is  not  de- 
manded by  an}'  Commission,  but  which  is  of  vast  im- 
I^ortance  to  the  officers  of  the  company.  Under  the 
liberal  methods  of  dividing  classifications,  we  are  able 
lo  furnish  this  information  for  our  own  people  without 
in  any  way  impairing  our  abilit}-  to  supi^ly  data  to 
C"ommissions,  but  I  can  suggest  no  reason  why  any 
other  company  shoidd  subdivide  to  the  same  extent. 
as  it  is  quite  possib!.-  that  in  few  other  cases  would 
such  additional  information  be  desired  bv  anybody-. 


NORTHWEST  LIGHT  &  POWER  ASSOCIATION 

The  Northwest  )-ight  &  Power  Association  whicli 
recently  convened  at  Spokane  conducted  during  the 
past  year  some  interesting  investigations  into  problems 
pertaining  to  electricil  development  in  the  Northwest. 
The  two  preceding  papers  by  Norwood  W.  Brocket  I 
and  C.  N.  Huggins  are  abstracts  from  papers  deliv- 
ered at  the  recent  convention. 
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The  leading  article  in  the  Journal  of  this  issue 
deals  in  the  electrical  possibilities  of  the  Inland  Em- 
pire. The  engineer  engaged  in  hy- 
Inland  droelectric     development     in     the 

Empire  West    is    peculiarly    fortunate    in 

that  he  gets  from  his  labors  that 
inward  satisfaction  arising  not  only  from  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profession  in  the  abstract,  but  the  com- 
munion with  nature  he  enjoys  while  gathering  data 
in  the  mountains  of  the  West,  Inspires  him  with  the 
highest  ideals.  The  world  has  long  since  known  of 
the  wonders  of  the  Yosemite  and  the  high-pressure 
power  plants  of  the  State  of  California.  The  rapid 
development,  however,  of  the  so-called  Inland  Empire, 
comprising  the  Columbia  River  drainage  tributary  to 
Spokane,  has  been  brought  about  so  quickly  one  can 
scarcely  realize  that  a  transformation  from  desert  and 
undeveloped  lands  to  high  class  orchard  and  farm 
tracts  is  each  day  nearing  its  completion. 

As  the  great  waves  sweep  inward  to  the  shore, 
break  upon  its  banks  and  there  again  drift  outward, 
the  tide  of  population  first  swept  across  the  American 
continent,  broke  at  the  shores  of  the  Pacific,  and  now 
is  sweeping  backward  to  the  mountains,  filling  every 
available  nook  and  inlet,  thereby  transforming  them 
into  fruitful  productive  valleys.  So  great  has  this  im- 
petus for  increase  of  population  been,  it  is  found  that 
Spokane,  the  distributing  point  of  the  Inland  Empire, 
has  become  the  center  of  a  network  of  interurban  elec- 
tric lines  third  in  size  to  any  city  in  America. 

This  sudden  gowth  has  led  engineers  and  others 
interested  in  the  industrial  opportunities  of  the  West, 
to  investigate  the  future  power  possibilities  of  this 
resourceful  country.  The  fruits  of  the  investigation 
have  proved  of  interest  both  to  those  of  the  aesthetic 
turn  of  mind  and  to  the  mind  bent  solely  on  affairs 
practical.  In  considering  the  aesthetic  side  of  this 
great  drainage  district  of  our  Western  Empire,  one  is 
almost  overcome  with  its  beauties.  When  gazing  upon 
the  graceful  bodies  of  water  found  in  the  Inland  Em- 
pire leaping  in  their  playful,  joyous  rush  to  the  ocean, 
forming  water  falls  of  exquiste  beauty  crowned  with 
mists  of  rainbow  dew,  one  can  almost  imagine  the 
frightened  but  graceful  Arethusa  of  old,  arising  with 
honeyed  lips  from  the  waters,  and  in  moments  of  play- 
ful fantasy,  one  can  see  her  as  she  appeared  to  Shelley, 
when  he  wrote : 

"And  gliding  and  springing 

She  went,  ever  singing 
In  murmurs  as  soft  as  sleep;  ; 

The  earth  seemed  to  love  her. 

And  Heaven  smiled  above  her 
As  she  lingered  towards  the  deep." 

But  the  all-fired  practical  man  arouses  the  dreamer 
from  his  dreams,  brings  him  back  to  earth,  and  behold 
he  sees  in  this  beautiful  sight  a  poetry  more  delicate 
than  words — a  poetry  to  be  sung  by  the  "earth  bound" 
in  their  relief  from  the  burdens  the  latent  water 
powers  of  the  Columbia  will  bring.  Hand  in  hand 
the  development  of  all  parts  of  the  West  must  go.  An 
empire  to  attract  the  attention  of  the  world  must  be 
as  varied  and  as  diversified  in  interests  and  opportuni- 
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ties  as  old  mother  earth  herself.  The  West  is  proud  of 
its  Inland  Empire,  and  the  continuance  in  its  remark- 
able growth  means  another  forged  link  in  the  fight  for 
world-wide  commercial  supremacy. 


Elsewhere  in  these  columns  will  be  found  an  ar- 
j^  tide  dealing  with  the  question  of 


Water 
Rights 


water  rights  in  the  State  of  Wash- 
ington and  slightly  touching  on 
usages  in  the  States  of  Idaho  and 
Oregon.  The  question  of  water  rights  has  always  been 
in  the  West  one  of  the  most  vexing.  The  strife  and 
conflict  in  California  during  the  early  days  and,  in  fact, 
even  down  to  the  pre.'^ent  has  been  a  horrible  example 
of  lost  time  and  energy,  which  could  have  been  ob- 
viated by  more  clearly  defined  laws  properly  enforced. 

Wyoming  is  today  perhaps  the  most  advanced 
State  in  the  Union  ah  regards  the  just  and  equitable 
operation  of  water  right  appropriations.  When  one 
travels  through  this  thinly  settled  State  in  a  study 
of  the  water  usages  there  in  vogue,  one  is  struck  very 
forcibly  with  the  foresight  used  in  planning  the  entire 
scheme  of  water  districts  and  water  commissioners. 
Much  credit  is  due  Elwood  Mead,  the  noted  irrigation 
expert,  and  a  former  State  Engineer  of  Wyoming,  for 
the  model  operation  here  seen. 

The  great  State  of  Montana,  immediately  to  the 
north,  presents  to  the  world  a  pitiful  spectacle  with  its 
confusing  system  of  appropriations  and  county  juris- 
dictions. Most  of  the  Western  States  have  found  the 
control  of  water  appropriations  by  the  State  Engi- 
neer's office  a  most  efficient  scheme,  as  all  water  appro- 
priations are  thereby  unified.  In  Montana,  however, 
no  such  centralized  scheme  e.:-:ists.  An  appropriator 
simply  posts  his  notice  and  files  the  same  in  the  local 
county  clerk  and  recorder's  office.  At  a  subsequent 
date  the  district  court,  when  properly  petitioned,  may 
adjudicate  the  waters  of  the  stream.  The  consequence 
of  this  system  is  that  in  some  parts  of  the  State  one 
inch  of  water  to  the  acre  is  allowed  by  the  courts  for 
irrigation  purposes,  while  in  the  neighboring  district 
an  entirely  different  basis  is  in  vogue.  The  result  is 
a  diversity  of  rulings  and  complexity  of  status  in  water 
rights  appreciated  only  by  the  hungry-eyed  attorney, 
specially  grafting  on  water  right  cases,  but  wholly 
unappreciated  by  the  owner  of  the  water  rights,  who 
desires  stability  of  ownership  and  a  reasonable  dis- 
bursement for  an  equitable  adjudication. 

Such  a  primeval  system  was  well-suited  to  the 
pioneer  days  of  Montana,  for  water  was  so  plentiful 
and  inhabitants  so  few,  clashes  on  water  rights  were 
infrequent.  Today,  however,  Montana  presents  to  the 
world  the  greatest  possibilities  in  arid  land  reclamation 
of  any  State  in  the  Union.  Her  water  powers,  now 
dormant,  will  soon  demand  the  attention  of  the  com- 
mercial world.  It  behooves  Montana  enterprise  to 
awake  to  the  critical  situation  of  water  right  appro- 
priations, and  to  place  this  most  valuable  asset  in  the 
great  Treasure  State  on  a  more  orderly  and  systematic 
status,  so  that  their  validity  may  be  unquestioned. 


The  past  week  has  put  a  happy  countenance  on 
the  face  of  every  true  Westerner.  The  contagious  smile 
of  President  William  Howard  Taft 
Ground-Breaking  is  mirrored  in  the  expression  of 
World's  Fair  thousands.    The  words  of  the  Pres- 

ident at  the  ground-breaking  exer- 
cises for  the  Panama-Pacific  International  Exposition 
are  so  sincere,  so  timely,  and  so  kindly,  that  echoes  of 
optimism  and  renewed  hope  and  vigor  are  heard  from 
the  high  crest  of  the  Rockies  on  the  East  to  the  loud- 
roaring  Pacific  on  the  West.  Those  who  live  in  our 
western  empire  have  long  since  felt  its  charms  and 
have  become  imbued  with  its  boundless  possibilities. 

But  to  have  our  President  come  to  the  Coast, 
breathe  our  invigorating  atmosphere,  inspect  our  pro- 
gress, and  then  tell  us  the  good  things  he  sees  in  store 
for  us  after  the  completion  of  the  great  Panama  Canal, 
is  almost  enchanting. 

The  beginning  of  the  upbuilding  of  the  great  ex- 
position project,  so  auspiciously  started  by  the  Presi- 
dent at  the  ground-breaking  exercises  during  the  past 
week,  is  now  followed  by  an  announcement  of  intense 
interest  to  those  following  the  trend  of  affairs  electrical 
at  the  great  Panama-Pacific  Exposition.  Word  has 
come  from  Gano  Dunn,  president  of  the  American  In- 
stitute of  Electrical  Engineers,  announcing  the  en- 
thusiastic reception  accorded  by  the  International  Elec- 
trical Congress  at  Turin  to  the  invitation  issued  by 
him  in  the  name  of  the  American  Institute  of  Electrical 
Engineers  to  meet  at  San  Francisco  in  1915.  Such 
technical  gatherings  in  the  past  have  indelibly  left 
their  impression  on  the  technical  world  as  mile-stones 
of  accomplishment  in  the  electrical  art.  The  very 
getting  together  has  spurred  scientists  and  inventors 
to  greater  endeavor;  and  higher  thought,  keener  intel- 
lect, broader  human  advancement  have  been  the  re- 
sult. 

Great  investigators,  in  the  study  of  sociological 
development,  have  found  that  the  question  of  envi- 
ronment not  only  molds  the  future  characteristics 
of  the  child,  but  in  fact,  shapes  and  sways  the  very 
destiny  of  human  progress  and  advancement. 

If  this  be  the  case,  what  of  environment  at  the 
next  International  Electric  Congress  to  be  held  in 
1915? 

The  site  as  chosen  by  the  Fair  committee  com- 
mands a  sweeping  background  of  the  country  east- 
ward even  beyond  the  Sierras  to  the  distant  Rockies ; 
immediately  in  the  background  is  seen  the  rebuilt  San 
Francisco ;  while  in  front  are  the  Golden  Gate  and 
the  Pacific.  Backed  up  by  the  boundless  possibili- 
ties presented  in  hydroelectric  development  in  the 
Sierras  and  Rockies ;  with  the  inspiration  gathered 
from  an  immediate  view  of  a  city  burned  to  earth, 
but  arisen  in  greater  splendor  by  the  unparalleled 
efforts  of  a  brave,  fearless  people ;  the  gorgeous  view 
to  the  west,  stretching  out  of  the  Golden  Gate  to  the 
entire  world,  should  present  such  a  dazzling  picture 
of  i)romise  that  the  fruits  of  this  gathering  will  un- 
questionably be  thought  and  invention  hitherto  un- 
known. 
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PERSONALS. 

Carl  HoUey,  an  electrical  engineer  of  Visalia,  Is  at  San 
Francisco. 

.1.  S.  .Johnson,  president  of  the  Visalia  Water  Works  Com- 
pany, of  Visalia,  is  at  San  Francisco. 

R.  Q.  Cleavenger,  representative  of  the  Phoenix  Glass 
Company  of  Pittsburg,  Is  at  Los  Angeles. 

J.  H.  Newlin,  purchasing  agent  of  the  San  Joaquin 
Light  and  Power  Corporation,  Is  in  the  city. 

H.  E.  Sanderson,  Pacific  Coast  manager  for  the  Bryant 
Electric  Company,  is  again  visiting  Los  Angeles. 

R.  B.  Cartwright  of  Alhambra,  who  is  connected  with 
the  Pacific  Electric  Company,  is  at  San  Francisco. 

B.  C.  Ball,  chief  engineer  of  the  Willamette  Iron  Works, 
of  Portland,  was  a  recent  arrival  at  San  Francisco. 

H.  M.  Bishop,  general  manager  of  the  South  Sacramento 
Power  Company,  is  a  recent  arrival  at  San  Francisco  from 
Sacramento. 

A.  G.  Wishon,  general  manager  of  the  San  Joaquin  Light 
and  Power  Corporation,  of  Fresno,  was  a  recent  arrival  at 
San  Francisco. 

Guy  W.  Talbot,  George  F.  Nevins,  A.  S.  Greuner  and 
George  L.  Meyers,  prominent  electrical  men  of  Portland,  were 
in  Seattle  recently. 

Wallace  W.  Briggs,  assistant  sales  manager  of  the  West- 
inghouse  Electric  and  Manufacturing  Company,  is  at  East 
Pittsburg  on  business. 

W.  R.  Dunbar,  a  salesman  in  the  Westinghouse  detail 
and  supply  department,  is  also  visiting  the  company's  fac- 
tory, at  East  Pittsburg". 

H.  A.  Russell,  local  sales  agent  of  the  General  Electric 
Company,  with  headquarters  at  San  Francisco,  is  spending 
a   month    in   New   York. 

John  S.  Baker,  Pacific  Coast  district  manager  for  the 
Crocker-Wheeler  Company,  of  Ampere,  N.  J.,  is  at  Los  An- 
geles on  electrical  business. 

A.  B.  Saurman,  manager  of  the  Pacific  Coast  department 
of  the  Standard  Underground  Cable  Company,  is  making  a 
tour  of  the  Pacific  Northwest. 

W.  P.  Hammon,  the  head  of  the  California-Nevada  Power 
Company,  is  again  at  his  San  Francisco  office  after  spending 
two  months  in  the  East  on  business. 

J.  E.  Poindexter,  a  district  manager  of  the  Pacific  Gas 
and-  Electric  Company,  with  headquarters  at  Marysville,  is 
among  the  recent  arrivals  at  San  Francisco. 

W.  E.  Chase,  of  Plummer,  Idaho,  who  has  a  large  contract 
for  electrical  equipment  at  a  Puget  Sound  fort,  was  in  Seattle 
recently  on  his  way  to  the  contract  to  supervise  the  work. 

R.  G.  Hanford,  one  of  the  vice-presidents  of  the  United 
Properties  Company,  is  at  New  York  on  an  important  finan- 
cial mission  connected  with  the  extension  of  the  corporation's 
activities. 

W.  L.  Huber,  district  engineer,  who  has  jurisdiction  over 
water  powers  in  District  No.  5,  United  States  Forest  Ser- 
vice, is  at  San  Francisco  after  spending  some  time  on  the 
forest   reserves. 

J.  A.  Vendergrift  has  just  returned  to  Oakland  from  Los 
Angeles,  where  he  has  been  in  consultation  with  S.  E.  Doane, 
chief  engineer  of.  tlie  National  Electric  Lamp  Company  of 
Cleveland,  Ohio. 

E.x-United  States  Senator  Eli  Whitney,  who  is  at  the 
head  of  the  principal  electric  power  company  supplying  New 
Haven,  Conn.,  witli  current,  is  at  San  Francisco  on  a  tour  of 
the  Pacific  Coast. 


H.  C.  Goldrick,  Pacific  Coast  manager  of  the  Kellogg 
Switchboard  and  Supply  Company,  of  Chicago,  left  for  Port- 
land last  Tuesday  and  will  close  up  some  pending  business 
in  his  line  in  the  Northwest. 

J.  D.  Holmes,  general  manager  of  the  Home  Telephone 
and  Telegraph  Company,  is  at  San  Francisco  investigating 
the  latest  pole  line  practice  under  the  new  city  regulations, 
with  a  view  to  adopting  the  improvements  observed. 

A.  L.  Jaqueth,  engineer,  has  assembled  a  crew  of  several 
assistants  at  Kalispell,  Montana,  and  has  inaugurated  work 
on  the  survey  for  the  Flathead  interurban  electric  line.  Sites 
are  being  secured  for  car  shops  and  other  traction  facilities. 

J.  H.  Wise,  assistant  general  manager  of  the  Pacific 
Gas  and  Electric  Company,  is  visiting  Lake  Fordyce  with 
H.  C.  Vensano,  the  company's  civil  engineer,  in  connection 
with  the  tunneling  and  other  hydro-electric  work  in  progress 
on  the  South  Yuba  system. 

Leon  M.  Hall,  electrical  engineer,  has  returned  to  his 
San  Fi-ancisco  office  from  Coalinga  after  doing  some  prelimi- 
nai-y  work  on  a  dam  which  is  to  be  constructed  for  irrigat- 
ing the  Avenal  Ranch  of  Balfour,  Guthrie  &  Co.,  and  other 
properties  in  that  district.  • 

R.  F.  Chevalier,  testing  expert,  of  San  Francisco,  and 
E.  S.  Ferrier,  assistant  electrical  engineer  of  the  Southern 
Pacific  Company,  are  receiving  the  heartfelt  thanks  of  the 
sophomore  engineering  students  of  the  University  of  Cali- 
fornia for  the  able  and  interesting  manner  in  which  they  re- 
cently conducted  the  students  through  the  Fi'uitvale  plant  of 
the  Southern  Pacific. 

Gano  Dunn  has  just  returned  from  abroad,  where,  as  a 
representative  of  the  United  States  Government,  and  as  presi- 
dent of  the  American  Institute  of  Electrical  Engineers,  he 
has  been  attending  the  International  Electrical  Congress  at 
Turin  and  the  meeting  of  the  International  Electro-Technical 
Commission,  the  body  that  has  been  organized  to  bring  about 
international  uniformity  of  standards  and  practice  in  the  elec- 
trical industry.  Mr.  Dunn,  who  for  many  years  was  first 
vice-president  and  chief  engineer  of  the  Crocker-Wheeler 
Company,  and  is  a  past  president  of  the  New  York  Elec- 
trical Society,  has  been  elected  a  director  and  a  vice-president 
of  J.  G.  White  &  Company,  Inc. 


ELECTRICAL  CONTRACTORS'   NOTES. 

H.  W.  Jacobs,  an  electrical  contractor  of  Santa  Rosa,  is 
at  San  Francisco. 

Ivan  Berry,  who  is  in  the  electrical  business  at  Los 
Angeles,  is  a  San  Francisco  visitor. 

D.  W.  Thomas,  an  electrical  contractor  of  Petaluma,  was 
visiting  the  San  Francisco  supply  houses  during  the  past 
week.  ^^^^m 


Apropos  of  building  up  loads  for  central  stations,  R.  D. 
Holabird  of  the  Holabird-Reynolds  Company,  states  that  a 
certain  power  company  decided  to  exploit  the  sale  of  electric 
flat  irons  and  other  electric  appliances  among  the  consumers 
on  its  circuits.  This  decision  was  reached  about  two  years 
ago.  During  this  comparatively  brief  interval  the  income 
from  current  consumption  necessary  to  operate  the  appliances 
that  have  been  sold  has  increased  until  it  is  now  sufficient 
to  pay  the  interest  on  $1,250,000  of  the  power  company's  bond 
issue.  All  this  was  accomplished  practically  without  the  ad- 
dition of  a  single  new  transformer,  or  meter,  and  S5  per  cent 
of  the  current  consumed  by  these  appliances  is  "off-peak" 
load. 
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OBITUARY. 
Otis  Carter  Post,  of  the  switchboard  sales  department  of 
the  Westlnghouse  Electric  &  Manufacturing  Company,  died 
suddenly  of  cerebral  embolysm  at  his  residence  in  Wilkins- 
burg,  Wednesday  night,  September  13.  His  death  will  be  sad 
news  to  the  host  of  friends  he  has  made. 

bJverett  Copley  of  the  New  York  sales  office  of  the  West- 
lnghouse Electric  &  Manufacturing  Company,  died  at  his 
home  in  New  York  on  Thursday,  September  27,  of  typhoid 
fever.  About  three  years  ago  he  entered  the  New  York 
sales  office  of  the  Westlnghouse  Company,  where  his  great 
capability  and  thorough  knowledge  of  electrical  work  soon 
gained  for  him  the  admiration  of  his  fellow  employes  and  a 
bright  future  was  the  prediction  of  everyone  associated  with 
liim. 


TRADE  NOTES. 
Thomas  Mirk,  of  Hunt,  Mirk  &  Co.,  is  at  San  Diego  to 
start  work  on  a  new  contract.  It  includes  installing  for  the 
San  Diego  Electric  Railway  Company  an  underground  steam 
heating  system.  The  waste  steam  from  the  railway  power 
plant  will  be  utilized.  The  system  of  mains  adopted  is  that 
of  the  American  District  Steam  Heating  Company  of  Lock- 
port,   N.   Y. 

The  General  Electric  Company  has  sold  to  the  Centralia 
Light  and  Traction  Company  of  Centralia,  Wash.,  one  A.T.B. 
2,  500  kw.,  8  p.f.,  625  k.v.a,,  3600  r.p.m.,  2300  v.,  horizontal 
Curtis  turbine  generating  set  arranged  for  200  lbs.  steam 
pressure,  and  2  inches  absolute  back  pressure.  Accompany- 
ing the  above  is  one  C.C.  2,  7  kw.,  5000  r.p.m.,  120  V.-125  v., 
non-condensing  Curtis  turbine  exciter  set. 

J.  H.  Hansen,  hydraulic  engineer,  with  the  Pelton  Water 
Wheel  Company,  has  returned  to  the  San  Francisco  manufac- 
turing plant  after  spending  some  time  in  Southern  California 
in  consultation  with  officials  of  the  Pacific  Light  and  Power 
Company.  The  Pelton  Company  is  remodelling  the  Borel 
power  station  near  Caliente.  Three  3000  kw.  generating  units 
are  to  have  their  present  wheels  replaced  with  three  Pelton- 
Francis  turbines.  These  massive  machines,  having  cases 
weighing  14  tons  each,  are  being  constructed  at  San  Fran- 
cisco. 

The  Globe  Grain  and  Milling  Company,  .after  a  year's 
trial  of  electrical  operation  of  their  flovir  mill  at  Los  Angeles 
with  Westlnghouse  induction  motors  aggregating  400  h.p., 
are  so  satisfied  with  the  resulting  economy  that  they  have 
decided  to  electrize  their  San  Francisco  plant  throughout. 
Standard  Westlnghouse  C.  C.  L.  motors,  aggregating  700 
h.p.  have  been  ordered.  The  main  drive  will  consist  of  two 
250  h.p.  induction  motors.  This  will  be  the  largest  electrified 
■flour  mill  on  the  Coast,  and  probably  it  ranks  next  to  the  big 
flour    mills    at    Minneapolis.' 

The  Farnsworth  Electrical  Works  of  San  Francisco  re- 
port the  sale  of  a  complete  generating  plant  and  trans- 
mission line  equipment  to  the  Gray  Eagle  Gold  Mining 
Company,  in  Sierra  County,  Cal.  This  includes  the  in- 
stallation of  a  125  kw.  second-hand  G.  E.  three-phase,  2300 
volt  generator  with  necessary  switchboard  equipment,  to- 
gether with  three  15  kw.  three  10  kw.,  three  3  kw.  and 
one  6  kw.  transformer,  one  30  h.p.,  two  20  h.p.  and  one  10 
h.p.  motors,  as  well  as  material  for  1%  miles  of  trans- 
mission line.  The  generator  will  be  driven  by  a  Samson- 
low  pressure  turbine.  The  Farnsworth  company  has  also 
built  a  75  kw.  6600  volt  transformer  to  the  order  of  the 
Alta  Bert  Gold  Dredging  Company  in  Trinity  County,  Cali- 
fornia. 

The  H.  W.  Johns-Manville  Company,  100  William  street, 
New  York,  is  putting  on  the  market  a  waterproofing  fabric 
which  is  a  strong,  loosely  woven  burlap  impregnated  with 
pure  asphalt.     It  is  advanced  for  this  that  it  not  only  clings 


Ijut  becomes  locked  into  the  fabric.  It  is  claimed  that,  a  lew 
layers  of  it  makes  a  waterproof  course  of  great  strength, 
ductility,  and  so  forth,  also  that  it  remains  intact  and  re- 
sists moisture  even  when  cracks  occur  in  the  cement  work. 
Tile  company  is  putting  on  the  market  a  waterproofing  asbes- 
tos felt,  which  being  composed  only  of  mineral  substance  is 
stated  to  be  especially  adapted  for  waterproofing  all  ex- 
posed and  foundation  construction  work.  A  waterproof  coat- 
ing is  also  being  offered  which  is  a  combination  of  carefully 
selected  materials.  It  is  claimed  when  this  is  applied  that 
moisture  can  not  penetrate  it.  The  Seattle  office  of  the  com- 
pany is  at  1020  First  avenue  South. 


MEETING   NOTICES. 

rue  sixth  congress  of  the  International  Association  for 
Testing  Materials,  will  be  held  at  the  Engineering  Societies 
building.  New  York  City  during  the  week  beginning  Septem- 
ber 2,  1912.  The  society  has  the  highest  aims  iiossible  in 
advancing  an  important  adjunct  to  engineering  progress 
and  merits  the  support  of  all  engineers. 

The  San  Francisco  Branch  of  the  American  Institute  of 
Electrical  Engineers  will  meet  at  the  Home  Telephone  Com- 
pany's Building  at  8  p.  m.,  October  27th.  C.  F.  Elwell  will 
present  a  paper  on  High  Tension  Direct  Current  Transmis- 
sion. The  discussion  will  cover  the  Thury  system  in  vogue 
in   European   installations. 

The  San  EYancisco  members  of  the  American  Society 
of  Mechanical  Engineers  attended  a  banquet  at  the  Fair- 
mont Hotel  on  the  evening  of  October  17  in  honor  of  E.  D. 
Meier,  the  national  president.  The  matter  of  holding  a  na- 
tional meeting  at  San  Francisco  at  the  time  of  the  Panama 
Pacific  Exposition  was  thoroughly  discussed  and  will  receive 
the  enthusiastic  support  of  President  Meier. 


BOOK  REVIEW. 
Cyclopedia  of  Telephony  and  Telegraphy.  Prepared  by  a  corps 
of  telephone  and  telegraph  experts,  and  electrical  engi- 
neers of  the  highest  professional  standing;  size  6y2x9y2 
inches;  1572  pages,  bound  in  four  volumes;  illustrated 
with  over  2000  engravings.  Published  by  the  American 
School  of  Correspondence  of  Chicago,  and  for  sale  by 
Technical  Book  Shop,  Rialto  Bldg.,  San  Francisco.     Price, 

The  book  is  thoroughly  what  it  purports  to  be— a  cyclo- 
pedia of  telephony  and  telegraphy.  The  very  brainiest  men  in 
American  engineering  adorn  its  list  of  experts  employed  in  the 
compilation  of  data  contained  winthin  its  pages.  In  spite  of 
the  fact  that  America's  foremost  engineers  have  contributed 
to  its  pages  the  real  object  has  never  been  lost  sight  of — 
that  of  explaining  in  a  clear,  simple,  precise  manner  the  work- 
ings of  the  great  telephone  and  telegraphic  art.  The  book  is 
indispensable  for  those  engaged  in  the  telephonic  or  tele- 
graphic profession  and  who  desire  a  clear,  simple  and  ex- 
haustive treatment  of  the  subject. 

Electric  Traction  and  Transmission  Engineering.  By  Samuel 
Sheldon  and  Erick  Hausman.  Size  5%x7V2  inches;  307 
pages;  127  illustrations;  clear  type;  cloth  binding.  Pub- 
lished by  D.  Van  Nostrand  Company,  of  New  York,  and 
for  sale  by  The  Technical  Book  Shop,  Rialto  Bldg.,  San 
Francisco.     Price,  $2.50. 

The  authors  of  this  book  are  well  known  both  to  the 
technical  educational  world  and  those  interested  in  affairs 
practical.  The  book  is  ambitious  in  its  scope,  attempting  to 
cover  a  complete  railway  installation,  from  the  cars  to  the 
power  station,  to  indicate  the  nature  and  sequence  of  the 
various  entailed  problems,  and  to  suggest  or  illustrate  meth- 
ods for  their  solution.  Illustrative  examples  are  solved  and 
a  list  of  problems  appended  at  the  end  of  each  chapter.  The 
book  covers  a  field  hitherto  touched  upou  in  separate  details 
only.  It  combines  steam-turbine  installation  along  with  the 
electrical  problems.  The  recent  impetus  given  to  instal- 
lation of  central  station  steam  auxiliaries  on  the  Pacific 
Coast  will  make  the  book  useful  to  Western  engineers. 
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PROTECTIVE      RESULTS     ACCOMPLISHED     BY     ARCING 
RINGS    ON    TRANSMISSION    LINES. 

During  the  early  part  of  this  year,  a  very  interesting 
paper  was  read  before  the  American  Institute  of  Electrical 
Engineers  at  Charlotte,  North  Carolina,  describing  a  60,000- 
volt  transmission  line  of  the  Niagara,  Lockport  and  Ontario 
Power  Company.  The  paper  dwelt  particularly  upon  the 
remarkable  amount  of  protection  the  transmission  line  had 
received  by  applying  metal  arcing  rings  to  the  insulators  as 
illustrated  in  Figs.  1  and  2. 


Fig.   1.     High     Tension     Insulator    Equipped    With 
Arcing   Ring. 

These  rings  save  the  insulator  from  injury  when  the 
transmission  line  is  struck  by  lightning,  which  is  usually  fol- 
lowed by  the  consequent  flashover  arc.  They  are  placed  in 
such  a  position  as  to  attract  the  arc  and  hold  it  sufficiently 
removed  from  the  porcelain  to  prevent  breakage  from  the 
heat  engendered.  The  puncture  of  the  insulators  is  also  pre- 
vented by  the  rings  without  their  lowering  the  effective  in- 
sulation of  the  line.  During  the  season  of  1910,  which  was  a 
severe  one,  practically  410  miles  of  the  transmission  line 
above  referred  to  was  equipped  with  arcing  rings.    Comparing 
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Protected    Insulator    on    Top   "Wire. 


this  season  to  that  of  1908,  both  of  which  were  severe,  a  good 
conception  of  the  effectiveness  of  the  protective  measures 
adopted  is  shown.  In  1908,  220  insulators  were  destroyed; 
31,  it  was  determined,  from  direct  lightning  strokes,  judging 
from  the  characteristic  manner  in  which  they  were  broken 
up,  114  were  punctured  and  81  were  destroyed  by  power  arc 
following  flashovers.  In  1910,  26  insulators  were  lost;  17  by 
direct  stroke  and  9  by  puncture.  None  were  destroyed  by 
power  arcs  on  either  line  and  none  by  puncture  on  the  re- 
insulated  line.  The  loss  by  direct  stroke  was  practically 
equally  divided  between  the  lines. 

These  results  show  that  the  destruction  of  insulators  by 
power  arcs  has  been  eliminated.  That  sound  insulators  pro- 
tected by  arcing  rings  fail  only  by  direct  lightning  stroke  and 
that  arcing  rings  greatly  reduce  the  tendency  to  puncture  by 
Induced  potential  effectiveness  and  do  not  prejudice  the  ef- 
fective installation  of  the  line. 


The  Locke  Insulator  Company  have  taken  over  all  the 
patent  rights  of  the  arcing  ring  device  shown  in  Figs.  1  and  2 
and  will  handle  their  entire  commercial  development. 


H.  W.  JOHNS-MANVILLE  COMPANY'S  EXHIBIT. 

H.  W.  Johns-Manville  Company  of  New  York  City,  are 
making  an  unusually  complete  and  interesting  exhibition  of 
J-M  Products  for  Electric  Railway  Service  at  the  American 
E'ectric  Railway  Association  Convention  at  Atlantic  City, 
N.  J. 

Among  the  many  J-M  railway  products  exhibited,  the  fol- 
lowing are  especially  worthy  of  note: 

J-M  Fibre  Conduit,  which  is  manufactured  in  two  styles 
known'  as  Bell  Joint  and  Straight  Joint  Type,  together  with 
complete  line  of  fittings  consisting  of  elbows,  tees,  crosses, 
junction  boxes,  etc. 

The  J-M  uinolite  System  of  Lighting  is  employed  in  illum- 
inating the  company's  exhibit,  and  this  mode  of  lighting  is 
now  widely  used  for  show  windows,  show  cases,  sign  light- 
ing and  indirect  illumination  because  of  its  distribution  of 
light  and  the  marked  economy  in  current  consumption. 

A  complete  line  of  Overhead  Trolley  and  Transmission 
Line  fittings  which  include  many  improvements  and  refine- 
ments recently  made,  is  one  of  the  features  of  the  J-M  ex- 
hibit and  attracted  a  great  deal  of  attention  and  interest. 

Some  interesting  specimens  of  J-M  Transite  Ebony  As- 
bestos Wood   are  also   displayed. 

"Noark"  Car  Fuse  Boxes  in  various  sizes  occupy  a  promi- 
nent place  in  the  exhibition  and  a  complete  line  of  "Noark" 
National  Electrical  Code  Standard  Protective  Devices  such 
as  Fuses,  Cutouts,  Service  Switches  and  Fuse  Boxes  are  also 
well  represented. 

A  new  soldering  paste  which  combines  solder  and  a  non- 
corrosive  flux  contained  in  a  collapsible  tube  was  also  shown, 
known  as  "Solderall."  J-M  Friction  Tapes  and  Splicing  Com- 
pounds which  are  made  in  many  grades  to  suit  all  conditions 
were  well  represented. 


NEW    LONG    LIFE    FLAME   ARC   LAMPS. 

The  new  Type  "K"  long  life  flame  arc  lamps  now  being 
placed  on  the  market  by  the  General  Electric  Company  are 
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1.     G.   E.    Motor   Circuit   Direct   Current   Long 
Lite    Flame    Arc    Lamp.     Mechanism. 


available  in  four  styles — K-28  for  operation  on  series  alter- 
nating current,  K-36  on  multiple  alternating  current,  K-51  on 
multiple  direct  current,  and  K-43  on  power  circuits,  of  all 
commercial  voltages. 

The   mechanism   is   of   the    focusing   type,    automatically 
maintaining  the  arc  in  the  same  position,  thus  affording  a 
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constant  and  even  distribution  of  light.  A  clutch  of  ingenious 
design  permits  the  use  of  carbons  varying  considerably  in 
diameter,  and  obviates  all  pick-up  troubles  due  to  clutch  wear, 
thus  Insuring  a  perfect  feed.  The  chain  wheel  is  made  of  alloy 
with  separate  grooves  for  the  upper  and  lower  carbon  holder 
chains.  As  the  upper  chain  unwinds  the  lower  winds,  thus 
keeping  the  arc  always  in  the  same  position.  The  cores  and 
coils  are  suspended  by  means  of  compression  springs  to  pre- 
vent any  flickering  of  the  arc  when  the  lamps  are  hung  in 
places  subject  to  vibration.  Except  In  the  series  lamps  no 
shunt  spools  are  used,  thus  eliminating  a  prolific  source  of 
arc  lamp  complaints. 


of  the  upper  carbon  cut  off  to  the  proper  length  in  the  lower 
bolder,  and  replace  the  globes.  The  necessity  for  usiug  only 
one  new  carbon  at  a  trim  greatly  reduces  the  cost  of  main- 
tenance, while  the  homogeneous  structure  of  the  carbons 
affords  many  advantages  over  the  cored  type.  The  size  of 
the  carbons — %  inch  diameter,  14  inches  long — gives  great 
mechanical  strength  and  decreases  the  breakage  in  handling. 
The  principle  of  ventilation  applied  allows  the  hot  gases 
rising  from  the  arc  to  circulate  through  the  condensing  cham- 
ber where  they  are  cooled  and  the  fumes  condensed  and 
deposited,  thus  keeping  the  Inner  globe  clean  and  the  Illumi- 
nation unimpaired.     The  casing  is  made  of  either  copper  or 


Fig.  2.  G.  E.  Multiple  .^Iternatins  Current  Long 
Flame  Arc  Lamp.    Mechanism. 


Fig.  3,  G.  E,  Multiple  Direct  Current  Long  Life 
Flame  Arc  Lamp.    Mechanism. 


Fig.  4.  G.  E.  Long  Life  Flame  .^rc. 
Exterior. 


The  lamps  are  provided  with  two  globes.  The  inner  globe 
may  be  of  either  clear  or  opalescent  glass.  Its  open  end  is 
ground  smooth  and  makes  an  air-tight  joint  with  the  ma- 
chined surface  on  the  under  side  of  the  condensing  chamber 
against  which  it  is  held  by  a  phosphor  bronze  bail  spring. 
The  outer  globe  is  furnished  in  opalescent  glass  on  the  stand- 
ard lamps,  but  may  be  obtained  in  clear  glass.  The  method 
of  holding  the  outer  globe  greatly  simplifies  the  operation  of 
trimming.  The  complete  globe  holder  is  hinged  to  the  con- 
densing chamber,  a  retaining  spring  holding  the  outer  globe 
In  position  uniformly  and  without  pressure.  To  lower  the 
outer  globe  for  trimming  it  is  only  necessary  to  loosen  the 
wing-nut  provided  and  allow  the  globe  to  swing  downward 
where  it  is  out  of  the  way.  This  arrangement  obviates  the 
necessity  for  removing  the  globe,  thus  preventing  the  liability 
of  Its  swinging  In  the  wind  and  breaking  by  striking  against 
the  pole.     The  lamps  may  be  used  without  the  outer  globe. 

To  trim,  It  Is  only  necessary  to  lower  the  outer  globe,  take 
off  the  inner,  remove  the  stub  of  the  upper  carbon,  press  the 
new  upper  carbon  firmly  In  the  spring  holder,  insert  the  stub 


steel  and  Is  of  the  telescopic  type  to  permit  the  ready  exami- 
nation of  the  entire  lamp  mechanism  for  adjustment  or  repairs 
without  removing  the  condensing  chamber  or  globes.  The 
dome  is  a  steel  punching  possessing  great  mechanical 
strength. 

The  arc  voltage  on  the  multiple  alternating  current  lamp 
is  regulated  by  a  reactance,  on  the  multiple  direct  current 
lamp  by  a  resistance,  and  on  the  power  circuit  lamp  by  a 
resistance  and  a  weight  for  properly  balancing  the  arc  volt- 
ages when  two  lamps  are  burning  in  series.  In  all  the  lamps 
the  respective  reactances  or  resistances  are  located  within 
the  lamp  casing.  The  clutch  rod  regulates  the  distance  from 
the  top  of  the  armature  to  the  clutch  lever,  the  proper  arc 
pick-up  being  between  %  andl%  inches. 

The  series  alternating-current  lamp  has  an  efficiency  of 
.24  watts  per  mean  hemispherical  candlepower,  and  the  mul- 
tiple alternating-current  and  multiple  direct-current  lamps 
have  efficiencies  of  .28  and  .41  watts,  respectively.  The  series 
lamps  have  a  life  of  90  to  100  hours,  the  multiple  lamps  100 
to  120  hours,  thus  combining  high  efficiency  with  long  life. 
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NEWS  NOTES 


INCORPORATIONS. 

LOS  ANGELES,  CAL.— The  Sunset  Beach  Gas  &  Elec- 
tric Company  has  been  incorporated  for  $25,000  by  C.  W. 
Gower,  F.  W.  Norman  and  H.  Pierce. 

VISALIA,  CAL. — The  Central  Counties  Gas  Company  has 
been  incorporated  for  $500,000,  by  F.  H.  Hess  and  H.  W. 
Ritz  of  Porterville,  N.  F.  Jamieson,  M.  Hesselberger,  and  C. 
P.   Ritz   of  Los  Angeles. 


FINANCIAL. 

EUGENE, -ORE. — The  City  Council  has  passed  an  ordi- 
nance providing  for  the  sale  of  $25,000  of  electric  light  bonds. 

REDLANDS,  CAL.— The  City  Trustees  will  call  a  spe- 
cial election  at  the  next  meeting  to  submit  the  question 
of  issuing  $750,000  bonds  for  a  municipal  water  system. 

FALLS  CITY,  ORE.— The  special  election  on  the  addi- 
tional $5000  water  bonds  Issue,  resulted  in  favor  of  the 
issue,  insuring  the  extension  of  the  present  water  system.    • 

LOS  ANGELES,  CAL.— The  City  Clerk  will  receive  sealed 
bids  up  to  October  23  for  the  purchase  of  $520,000  Harbor 
Improvement 'Bonds  and  $525,000  Electric  Plant  Bonds  of  the 
city. 

YBRINGTON,  NEV.— Bids  will  be  received  by  the  City 
of  Yerington,-  Nev.,  for  $36,000  waterworks  bonds  of  said 
city,  bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  6  per  cent  per  annum; 
dated  September  1,  1911. 

RED  BLUFF,  CAL. — The  Supervisors  of  Tehama  County 
have  decided  to  cancel  the  insurance  of  the  bridge  at  Te- 
hama across  the  Sacramento  River  of  $43,000  and  install  a 
water,  system  for  the  protection  of  the  bridge  from  fire. 
County  Surveyor  Luning  has  been  ordered  to  prepare  plans 
and  specifications  for  a  water  system  for  the  bridge. 

FRESNO,  CAL. — The  interest  money,  amounting  to  a  lit- 
tle over  $2500  which  was  expected  from  the  Hudson  Coun- 
ties Company  to  pay  local  bondholders  in  the  Fresno,  Han- 
ford  and  Summit  Lake  Railroad  Company,  has  arrived  and 
been  distributed.  Directors  of  this  railroad  take  the  re- 
ceipt of  the  interest  money  as  a  good  omen. 

SACRAMENTO,  CAL.— The  Sacramento  Natural  Gas 
Company  has  filed  amended  articles  of  incorporation  with 
the  county  clerk  in  which  it  announces  its  determination  of 
entering  into  a  bonded  indebtedness  of  $400,000  to  be  used 
in  extending  its  business  and  supply  system  and  to  pay  off 
present  and  future  debts.  This  step  was  decided  on  at  a 
meeting  of  the  directors  and  stockholders  on  August  28. 

OAKLAND,  CAL. — After  several  months  of  conference 
F.  A.  Leach  Jr.,  manager  of  the  Oakland  Gas  Light  and 
Heat  Company,  informed  Mayor  Mott  in  Oakland  Saturday 
that  his  concern  had  agreed  to  reduce  its  rates.  Beginning 
on  November  1,  Leach  said,  the  company  would  make  a  maxi- 
mum rate  of  90c  for  gas  for  all  purposes,  with  a  sliding 
scale,  making  the  minimum  rate  75c  per  thousand  cubic  feet 
for  gas  in  large  quantities.  The  existing  rates  are  90c  per 
cubic  foot  for  fuel  purposes  and  $1  for  illuminating  purposes. 

LOS  ANGELES,  CAL.— In  a  message  to  the  City  Coun- 
cil the  Mayor  said  that  he  endorsed  the  recommendation 
of  the  Board  of  Public  Service  to  submit  to  the  voters  the 
question  of  issuing  bonds  for  providing  an  electric  distrib- 
uting system.  He  also  recommended  that  the  bonds  for 
a  municipal  railway  be  submitted  to  the  voters  at  an  early 
day.     The  latter  part  of  his  recommendation  received  little 


attention,  but  the  proposal,  which  calls  for  issuing  $5,500,- 
000  in  bontis,  with  regard  to  distributing  the  electric  power 
that  is  to  be  generated  from  the  aqueduct,  was  referred  to 
the  finance  committee.  The  city  clerk  was  directed  to  ad- 
vertise for  bids  for  $520,000  worth  of  harbor  bonds  and  $525,- 
000  worth  of  aqueduct  power  bonds,  the  total  issue  of  which 
is  to  be;  harbor  bonds,  $3,000,000,  and  aqueduct  power  bonds 
$3,500,000.  By  going  into  the  open  market  with  these  bonds, 
the  use  of  the  sinking  fund  for  investment  in  the  bonds  is 
not  followed  at  this   time,   as   was   originally   proposed. 

PORTLAND,  ORE.— Nine  million  of  British  capital  will 
be  available  in  Portland  within  90  days  for  the  development 
of  the  great  individual  power  project  in  the  Pacific  North- 
west. The  money  is  to  be  used  for  the  construction  of  huge 
dams  at  the  Deschutes  River,  near  its  mouth,  which  will 
be  capable  of  developing  a  minimum  of  75,000  horsepower. 
This  will  be  done  at  a  cost  of  $7,500,000.  The  new  syndicate 
will  be  known  as  The  Deschutes  Rimrock  Power  Company, 
and  is  being  capitalized  at  $1,000,000.  Its  president  will  be 
Malcolm  A.  Moody.  The  secretary  and  treasurer  will  be 
Leroy  Park. 


TRANSPORTATION. 

REDLANDS,  CAL.— The  street  car  line  from  Orange 
street  via  east  Colton  avenue,  to  University  street,  is  now 
assured.      Operations    will    begin    immediately. 

PACIFIC  GROVE,  CAL.— The  Monterey  and  Del  Monte 
Heights  Railway  is  to  be  completed  at  once,  and  cars  will 
be  running  out  to  Del  Monte  Heights  by  December  15th. 

ABERDEEN,  WASH.— The  City  Council  has  granted  a 
franchise  to  the  Grays  Harbor  Railway  &  Light  Co.,  in  which 
the  company  is  given  permission  to  extend  its  local  tracks. 

PACIFIC  GROVE,  CAL.— H.  R.  O'Bryan  and  his  associates 
are  preparing  to  construct  a  railroad  from  Broadway  in  the 
Del  Monte  Heights  tract  to  the  Hot  Springs,  where  they  are 
making  arrangements  to  erect  a  pleasure  resort. 

BUHL,  IDAHO.— The  Twin  Falls  County  Railway  Com- 
pany has  received  a  franchise  for  the  construction  of  an  elec- 
tric road  here  and  in  the  vicinity.  The  line  will  eventually 
traverse  the  entire  district  in  this  section  of  the  state. 

SEDRO-WOOLLEY,  WASH.— Bids  will  be  received  by  the 
State  Board  of  Control  up  to  November  6  for  the  erection  of 
a  concrete  and  steel  power  house,  also  for  mechanical  equip- 
ment, boilers,  engines,  etc.,  to  be  installed  in  the  power  house. 

RAYMOND,  WASH.— The  Twin  City  Electric  Railway, 
now  being  built  between  Raymond  and  South  Bend,  received 
its  first  car  of  steel  rails,  which  will  be  laid  at  once.  The 
company  expects  to  have  the  line  in  operation  by  January  1. 

SAN  JOSE,  CAL. — C.  P.  Anderson  has  applied  to  the 
Supervisors  for  a  franchise  to  operate  by  gas  or  electricity 
a  standard  gauge  railroad  in  the  County  of  Santa  Clara.  Bids 
will  be  received  up  to  10  a.  m,  November  4.  H.  A.  Pfister, 
clerk. 

SACRAMENTO,  CAL.— Word  has  been  received  here 
that  President  T.  T.  C.  Gregory  of  the  Sacramento-Woodland 
Railroad  has  let  contracts  for  construction  work  on  two 
sections  of  the  road.  The  Dozier  Construction  Company 
has  been  awarded  the  contract  for  that  section  of  the  line 
between  Woodland  and  Elkhorn,  while  Cooper  &  Hawley  are 
to  handle  the  construction  of  another  section.  Work  will 
start  next  week.  Bids  will  soon  be  called  for  on  the  bridge 
trestle   10,000   feet  long  across  Yolo  basin. 
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PORTLAND,  ORE.— The  Portland  Railway,  Light  & 
Power  Company  will  erect  a  $1250  steel  tower  at  the  foot  of 
Virginia  street,  26x26  by  85  feet  high,  also  a  $2500  steel  tower 
on  the  opposite  of  the  Willamette  River  on  River  BYont  street, 
27x27  feet,  100  feet  high. 

SAN  DIEGO,  GAL. — The  management  of  the  San  Diego 
Electric  Railway  Company  announces  that  extensive  im- 
provements will  be  made  here.  Pay-as-you-enter  cars  will 
be  put  in  service.  The  company  will  also  extend  lines  and 
double  track  lines  that  are  now  single  track. 

SAN  BERNARDINO,  CAL.— The  Southern  Pacific  Com- 
pany will  build  an  electric  line  from  Redlands  to  Yucaipa 
Valley  instead  of  constructing  the  new  main  line  from 
Beaumont  to  Redlands,  through  Eucaipa.  This  will  be  a  por- 
tion of  the  San  Bernardino  Division  of  the  Pacific  Electric. 

SEATTLE,  WASH. — The  Board  of  Public  Works  has  ap- 
proved plans  as  prepared  by  the  city  engineer  for  the  construc- 
tion of  a  municipal  street  railway  from  Steward  street  to 
Thorndyke  and  Twelfth  avenue.  After  a  few  details  have 
been  adjusted  the  Board  of  Public  Works  will  issue  a  call  for 
bids  on  this  section. 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL. — Mayor  McCarthy  has  approved 
the  resolution  passed  by  the  Supervisors  rescinding  the  tem- 
porary permit  of  the  Geary  Street,  Park  and  Ocean  Railway 
to  operate  its  cable  cars  and  directing  it  to  stop  running 
in  14  days.  The  last  day  for  the  operation  of  the  old  cable 
road  will,  therefore,  be  October  19. 

OAKLAND,  CAL. — A  deed  has  been  placed  on  record  con- 
veying 2200  acres  of  land  in  and  around  Newark,  in  Alameda 
County,  to  the  United  Properties  Company,  owners  of  the 
Key  Route.  The  Newark  Development  Company,  of  which 
Harvey  M.  Toy  Is  president  and  sole  owner,  is  the  seller 
of  this  land.     The  price  paid  was  about  $600,000. 

LAKEPORT,  CAL. — The  directors  of  the  Clear  Lake 
Railroad  have  authorized  the  construction  of  nine  miles  of 
roadbed,  four  miles  out  of  Hopland  and  five  miles  south- 
west of  Lakeport.  The  company  is  capitalized  at  $500,000 
to  build  from  Hopland  to  Lakeport,  a  distance  of  24  miles, 
with  branches  through  Kelseyville  and  Upper  Lake. 

OAKLAND,  CAL. — With  the  purchase  of  the  Chris  Jes- 
sen  property  at  Oakland  and  Peralta  avenues,  the  Key 
Route  secured  the  last  link  in  its  right  of  way  between 
Oakland  and  San.  Jose.  Within  two  weeks,  it  is  understood, 
active  construction  work  on  the  new  line  will  commence  as 
necessary  surveys  have  been  completed  and  material  ordered. 

WENATCHEE,  WASH.— The  Wenatchee  Traction  Com- 
pany has  been  granted  a  franchise  for  the  construction  of 
an  electric  railway  on  certain  local  streets.  The  sum  of 
$5000  has  been  deposited  to  guarantee  construction  within 
six  months.  The  line  will  be  built  along  the  Columbia  river 
valley,  it  is  reported,  with  extensions  to  make  a  total  distance 
of  100  miles.  Date  of  receiving  bids  on  above  has  been  ex- 
tended from  October  16  to  November  6. 


ILLUMINATION. 

POMEROY,  WASH. — E.  M.  Ranch  has  made  application 
to  the  City  Council  for  a  franchise  to  operate  a  gas  plant 
for  25  years. 

ABERDEEN,  WASH.— The  Council  is  discussing  the 
question  of  establishing  a  light  plant  to  be  owned  and  oper- 
ated by  the  city. 

COLTON,  CAL. — The  City  Council  passed  an  ordinance 
authorizing  the  president  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  and  the 
city  clerk  to  execute  a  certain  contract  with  the  Southern 
California  Edison  Company  for  lighting  the  streets  of  the 
city. 


ELLBNSBURG,  WASH.— This  city  will  install  cluster 
lights  along  the  principal  streets  the  coming  spring. 

WATTS,  CAL. — An  ordinance  granting  a  fifty-year  fran- 
chise to  the  Pacific  Light  &  Power  Company  has  been  car- 
ried unanimously. 

FULLERTON,  CAL.— The  city  has  signed  a  contract  for 
a  term  of  five  years  with  the  Southern"  California  Edison 
Company  for  an  improved  system  of  street  lamps,  which 
will  be  installed  at  once. 

ALHAMBRA,  CAL.— The  Board  of  Trustees  has  dis- 
cussed the  proposed  ornamental  lighting  systam  for  North 
Marguerita  avenue,  and  it  was  agreed  that  12  posts  be  in- 
stalled with  three  lights  each. 

LOON  LAKE,  WASH.— Gehrke  &  Sons,  local  millers,  are 
making  a  canvass  of  the  town  to  ascertain  what  patronage 
can  be  secured  for  an  electric  lighting  system  and  state  if  as 
many  as  200  lights  can  be  secured  they  will  install  an  electric 
plant. 

VALiLEJO,  CAL.— The  residents  of  the  O'Hara  tract 
are  to  have  electric  lights  and  power.  Manager  Albert  Cas- 
per of  the  Vallejo  Electric  Light  &  Power  Company,  has 
announced  that  he  intends  to  run  a  pole  line  to  the  tract  im- 
niediately. 

PERRIS,  CAL.— The  City  Council  has  passed  an  ordi- 
nance granting  to  Fred  B.  Mechling  a  franchise  to  maintain, 
for  a  period  of  50  years,  an  electric  pole  and  wire  system  for 
transmitting  electric  light,  heat  and  power  along  the  public 
streets  of  this  city. 

CORVALLIS,  ORE.— Col.  Wm.  Hamilton  McGoldric  wants 
to  install  a  modern  gas,  light,  heat  and  power  plant  m  Cor- 
vallis  and  has  asked  the  City  Council  for  a  50-year  franchise, 
agreeing  if  the  same  is  granted  to  have  the  plant  in  full 
operation  by  December  .51,  1912. 

SAN  BERNARDINO,  CAL.— If  a  sufficient  number  of 
residents  of  Rialto  District  will  agree  to  use  ga^  as  soon 
as  the  system  is  installed  in  that  community,  Maaasr^r  Grow 
of  the  Southern  California  Gas  Company,  says  they  will 
agree  to  have  the  system  in  operation  by  Christmas. 

SPOKANE,  WASH. — Commissioner  Fasset  has  recom- 
mended favorably  on  the  petition  of  Second  avenue  property 
owners  for  the  installation  of  electroliers  along  the  avenue. 
An  improvement  district  will  be  created  to  defray  expenses 
of  the  electroliers  and  the  city  will  pay  a  portion  of  main- 
tenance cost. 

MILL  VALLEY,  CAL.— The  Mill  Valley  Gas  Company, 
which  was  organized  recently,  has  received  its  first  shipment 
of  pipe  and  the  company  is  now  engaged  in  placing  it  along 
the  streets  of  the  town.  The  company  promises  to  supply 
gas  to  consumers  by  February  1,  1912.  The  Pacific  Gas  & 
Electric  Company  intends  to  supply  Mill  Valley  with  gas 
the  early  part  of  the  year. 


TELEPHONE  AND  TELEGRAPH. 

ASTORIA,  ORE. — The  Centennial  Telephone  Company, 
which  has  been  organized  for  the  purpose  of  constructing  a 
telephone  line  from  this  city  to  Jewell  and  Elsie,  has  awarded 
a  contract  to  Damon  Stinson  for  stringing  the  wire  for  the 
proposed  line. 

PORTER^aLLE,  CAL.— Residents  of  the  Worth  district 
of  the  upper  Tule  have  organized  an  independent  telephone 
company,  to  be  known  as  the  Rosedale  Rural  Telephone 
Company.  The  officers  are:  A.  Chalmers,  president:  E.  O. 
Giddings,  vice-president;  M.  Giddings,  secretary,  and  J.  E. 
Reilly,  treasurer.  C.  H.  Weed  and  Peter  Von  Ting  are  the 
other  members  of  the  board  of  directors.    Work  is  to  start 
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at  once  on  a  line  to  run  from  this  city  to  Worth,  on  the 
south  side  of  the  river,  including  the  orange  groves  of  the 
Worth  district,  and  returning  to  Portervllle  on  the  north 
bank  of  the  river. 


TRANSMISSION. 


SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL. — The  Sierra  &  San  Francisco 
Power  Company  has  advised  the  City  Council  of  Berkeley 
that  it  is  preparing  to  establish  a  plant  In  Berkeley. 

The  Taylor  Chemical  Company,  Penn  Yann,  N.  Y.,  have 
ordered  from  the  General  El»  ctric  Company  one  625  k.v.a 
horizontal  turbo-generator,  one  7  kw.  125  volt  horizontal  turbo 
generator,  two  250  k.v.a.  transformers  and  a  switchboard. 

BEND,  ORE. — The  Council  has  passed  an  ordinance  au- 
thorizing giving  the  Bend  Water,  Light  &  Power  Company 
the  right  to  construct  a  system  of  poles,  wires  in  the  alleys 
and  public  ways  of  the  city  for  the  purpose  of  furnishing 
light  and   power   to   citizens   of   the   city. 

BOISE,  IDAHO.— It  is  reported  that  the  Kuhns  of  Pitts- 
burg, who  recently  secured  a  power  franchise  in  South  Boise, 
will  shortly  apply  for  a  franchise  in  this  city.  It  is  also  ru- 
mored that  the  Beaver  River  Power  Company  will  also  en- 
deavor to  secure  a  franchise  here. 

VANCOUVER,  B.  C. — The  Western  Canada  Power  Com- 
pany has  acquired  a  site  on  Powell  street,  near  the  yards 
the  British  Sugar  Refinery  Company  for  the  immediate  erec- 
tion of  a  building  to  be  equipped  in  time  to  receive  power 
from  the  company's  hydroelectric  plant  at  Stave  Falls.  A 
warehouse  will  also  be  erected  on  the  property. 

VANCOUVER,  B.  C. — It  is.  reported  that  the  Canadian 
Pacific  Railway  has  acquired  a  water  power  site  on  the  Adams 
river.  The  Adams  river,  which  flows  out  of  Adams  lake,  is 
capable  of  developing  10,000  h.p.  between  the  lake  and 
its  confluence  with  the  South  Thompson  River.  The  railway 
acquired  the  power  site  in  connection  with  its  intention  of 
electrifying  a  portion   of  its   line   in  the   mountains. 

PORTLAND,  ORE. — Engineers  representing  the  Pacific 
Power  &  Light  Company  of  this  city  are  preparing  to  go  into 
the  field  to  make  surveys  for  a  high  power  transmission  line 
between  Wallula  and  The  Dalles  for  the  purpose  of  serv- 
ing electricity  to  the  territory  between  these  places.  Tlje 
line  is  to  be  130  miles  long  and  to  cost  $375,000,  and  built 
to  carry  a  heavy  load  at  66,000  volts.  As  soon  as  the  surveys 
are  completed  material  will  be  ordered. 

SACRAMENTO,  CAL.— The  Pacific  Coast  Gas  and  Elec- 
tric Company  has  started  work  in  the  northern  part  of  the 
city  on  the  new  steam  relay  station.  Dredging  and  pile- 
driving  are  under  way  and  work  will  be  pushed  on  the  early 
installation  of  a  5000-kw.,  horizontal  Curtis  steam  turbine 
generating  set.  Stirling  boilers,  with  auxiliary  apparatus  will 
he  installed  for  an  ultimate  capacity  of  12,500  kw.  A  7500-kw. 
horizontal  Curtis  turbine  is  on  delivery  and  will  be  installed 
later.  It  is  the  company's  intention  to  give  Sacramento  the 
best  service  possible. 

STOCKTON,  CAL. — The  Sierra  &  San  Francisco  Power 
Company  has  entered  the  local  field.  H.  Jackson,  assistant 
manager  of  the  company,  states  that  his  workmen  have 
started  the  work  of  extending  their  lines  from  Manteca  to 
Stockton.  He  says:  "The  Sierra  and  San  Francisco  Power 
Company  is  in  no  way  connected  with  any  other  corpora- 
tion. We  have  a  capitalization  of  $20,000,000  and  backing 
to  the  exent  of  $10,000,000.  We  will  expend  not  less  than 
$200,000  in  Stockton,  whicli  will  include  an  auxiliary  plant  to 
protect  our  patrons  in  case  our  hydroelectric  plant  on  the 
Stanislaus    River    should    fail    temporarily." 


WATERWORKS. 

WAPATO,  WASH. — The  City  Council  has  passed  an  or- 
dinance providing  for  the  sale  of  municipal  water  bonds  to 
defray  the  cost  of  the  construction  of  a  municipal  water 
system. 

GRANGER,  WASH. — Town  Engineer  N.  W.  Avery  has 
been  instructed  by  the  Town  Council  to  prepare  the  plans 
and  specifications  for  a  modern  water  works  system  for 
Granger. 

WOODLAND,  CAL. — The  contract  for  the  boring  of  an- 
other city  well  has  been  awarded  to  Bender  Bros,  of  this 
city.  They  will  receive  $5.50  a  foot  for  the  first  70  feet  and 
$3.75  a  foot  from  70  feet  to  200  feet. 

BRIDGEPORT,  CAL. — The  firm  of  Fairbanks,  Morse  & 
Co.  has  been  awarded  the  contract  to  install  the  water  sys- 
tem at  the  court  house  for  the  sum  of  $3323,  including  all 
charges  for  the  freight  on  supplies,  machinery,  etc. 

BEND,  ORE. — Th  City  Council  has  passed  an  ordinance 
authorizing  the  Bend  Water,  Light  &  Power  Company  to  con- 
struct and  operate  a  water  system  for  the  purpose  of  furnish- 
ing and  supplying  wa*er  to  the  public  of  that  city. 

ELMA,  WASH. — By  an  overwhelming  majority  the  Wen- 
zell,  Wash.,  Springs  water  proposition,  and  the  issue  of  ten 
thousand  dollars  in  bonds  for  the  extension  of  the  present 
water  system  were  endorsed  by  the  people  of  Elma. 

SIERRA  MADRE,  CAL.— The  City  Trustees  have  adopted 
the  special  election  brdinance  for  an  election  to  be  held 
November  7  to  vote  on  the  question  of  issuing  $111,000  bonds 
'for  the  purchase  of  the  property  of  the  Sierra  Madre  Water 
Company,  and  for  development  of  more  water. 

KLAMATH  FALLS. — The  electric  lighting  service  of 
the  local  company,  which  was  recently  put  out  of  service 
for  some  hours  by  a  wind  storm  that  blew  tae  water  out  of 
Link  River  into  the  Upper  Klamath  Lake  and  also  caused 
short  circuiting  of  the  lines,  is  again  in  perfect  working  order. 
George  J.  Walton  is  general  manager  of  the  company. 

BARSTOW,  CAL. — The  Westwater  Power  Company 
has  sold  its  holdings  to  the  Arrowhead  Reservoir  &  Power 
Company  who  now  hold  most  of  the  water  in  the  Mohave 
River.  This  company  will  erect  a  power  plant  at  the  head 
of  the  river  and  furnish  power  for  the  valley  and  desert. 

ELLENSBURG,  WASH.— According  to  Samuel  Kreldel, 
chairman  of  the  council's  special  water  commission,  an  ordi- 
nance will  be  passed  making  EUensburg  a  special  improve- 
ment district,  bonded  to  pay"  for  the  recently  .  authorized- 
$150,000  municipal  water  works.  The  water  works  will  be 
erected  near  the  county  poor  farm,  seven  miles  north  of 
town  and  preparations  for  securing  the  right  of  way  for 
the  pipe  line  to  the  city  are  well  underway. 

FORTUNA,  CAL. — The  stockholders  of  the  Fortuna 
Water  Company  are  preparing  to  sink  a  well  with  a  suffi- 
cient flow  of  water  to  meet  the  requirements  of  this  fast- 
growing  city.  A  committee,  comprising  F.  A.  Leach,  L.  C. 
Morgan  and  A.  C.  McArthur,  have  been  named  to  select  a 
site  for  the  well  that  in  their  opinion  would  furnish  the  re- 
quired  flow    of   water. 

WHITTIER,  CAL. — After  hearing  from  the  water  su- 
perintendent on  the  matter  of  improving  the  water  condi- 
tions in  the  vicinity  of  the  college,  the  City  Aldermen  decided 
that  a  four-inch  main  is  necessary.  Work  will  be  started  at 
once  laying  the  pipe  from  the  large  main  which  hits  the 
city  limits  on  East  Philadelphia  street.  A  pipe  line  will  be 
run  along  the  city  limits. 
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SINGLE  PHASE 

MOTORS 

possess  those  starting  and  operating 
characteristics  which  make  possible  the 
development  of  power  business  in  sub- 
urban and  farming  districts  with  single 
phase  distribution. 

Their  popularity  is  rapidly  increasing  among  all  who  know  them 
because  of  the  superior  service  they  render  under  such  severe  service 
as  driving  rock  crushers,  bakers'  machinery,  remote  and  automatic 
controlled  pumps,  etc.  We  build  single  phase  motors  only  in  sizes 
of  1-4  to  40  H.  P.,  any  frequency  between  25  and  140  cycles,  with  in- 
terchangeable voltage  connections  (standard  winding  104-208  volts) 
in  horizontal,  vertical  and  back  geared  types. 
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FIVE  YEARS'  GUARANTEE  on  aii 

CABLE  END  BELLS,  CABLE  TERMINALS  and  CABLE  POTHEADS 

OUR  PATENT  INSIDE  CLAMP  RING  DEVICE  ON  CABLE  END  BELLS  ELIMINATES  ALL  LOSSES 
FROM  EPDY  CURRE^fTS.     Installation  takes  from  30  to   60  minutes,   except  for  No.   36,  which  re- 
quires 11,  hours,  including  the  melting  and  ^pouring  in  of   the  compound.     Our   filler  compound 
flows  at  about  244°  F.  and  is  made  in    two  grades   tested  at  68,000  and   86,000  volts  respec- 
tively, these  tests  being  made  at    60  cycles,   2/10  inch  gap.     We  guarantee  that  all  our 
bells  will  stand  a  wet  test  of  from  2  to  2^2  times  working  voltage.      We  have  over 
260  styles  and  84  types  of  cable  bells,   cable  terminals  and  cable    potheads. 
Cable  end  bells  are  for  service  either  inside  or  outside   for  any  voltage 
up  to  40,000  delta,   cable  terminals   for  750  volt    single    conductor 
inside  service  and   potheads   for    400  volts.    We  are  the  only 
manufacturers  in  the    world  who  guarantee  material  for 
five  years   and  permit  the    customer    to    install  the 
bells.      We     can    furnish     bells    for    clamping 
direct   to  lead   cable,    band   iron    armored 
cable    or     wire  armored  cable.      The 
accompanying  cuts  showing  the 
method  of  installation  were 
made  from  actual  photo- 
graphs of  the  13,200 
volt,    250,000 


Fig.  1  shows 
cable  pulled  into 
conduit  pipe  with 
polygonal  bushing 
screwed  on  to  the 
pipe. 


Fig.  2  shows 
inside  clamp  device 
screwed  into  poly- 
gonal bushing. 


Fig.  3  shows 
lead  sheath  pulled 
above  clamp  ring 
to  show  belled-out 
lead. 


tion 

for  which 
74  bells  were 
furnished  for  inside 
service  and  18  bells  for 
outside  service  in  an  order 
which    we    recently    filled. 
We    can    furnish   any   bell  sherar 
dized  or  hot  galvanized,  but  recommend 
the  latter  practice  for  Pacific  Coast  conditions. 
All  our  porcelain  is  of  the  wet  process.     For  in- 
side service   we  furnish  covers  of  mahoganj'    or    of 
porcelain  as  desired  by    customer.      We   also    manufacture 
a  special  third    rail   bell,  which    can    be    disconnected   from   the 
third  rail  with  current  on  in  one  minute's    time   by     the   track   men. 
These  third  rail  bells  are  made  for   single   or   double   track   construction, 
and  for  feeder  crossing  cables  up  to  2,000,000  cm.  and  for  any  number  of  jumper 
cables  from  the  bell  to  the  third  rail.     These   third   rail  bells   are  made    for    750   or 
1500  volts  service,  and  guaranteed  as  such.     All  cable  bells  shipped   complete    with    com 
pound.     Send  for  our  catalogue,  which  also  contains  much  valuable  data  for  engineers. 
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LONG  BEACH  POWER  PLANT 

BY  A.   H.   HALLORAN. 

The  Southern  California  Edison  Company  has  iary  to  the  Company's  six  hydroelectric  plants  on  Mill 
completed  and  is  now  operating  the  first  unit  of  its  Creek,  Santa  Ana  River,  Lytle  Creek,  Kern  River  and 
great  steam  plant  at  Long  Beach  near  Los  Angeles,      is  primarily  intended  to  take  care  of  peak  loads  and 


Fig.   1,     General   View   of  Long-  Beacli   Power   Plant      During    Construction. 


California.  The  prototype  for  an  ultimate  develop- 
ment of  eight  similar  units  and  embodying  the  latest 
and  most  improved  practice  in  the  generation  of  elec- 
tric power  from  fuel  oil,  this  initial  installation  of  a 
15,000  kilovolt  ampere  turbo-generator  and  accessories 
is  of  considerable  interest.     It  is  designed  as  an  auxil- 


to  insure  the  consumers  against  the  ser\ice  interrup- 
tions so  liable  in  the  long  distance  transmission  of 
electric  power  fi"om  distant  water  plants. 

The  site  is  well  chosen,  both  as  regards  ample 
space  for  plant  expansion  and  abundant  water  for 
steam   condensation.     Situated  on   a   ten   acre   plot  of 
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Pig.    2.     Plan    of    Generator    and    Boiler    House. 


ground  where  the  Long  Beach  Inner  Harbor  channel 
joins  the  Pacific  Ocean,  a  never-failing  source  of  cold 
sea  water  will  always  be  available.  For  the  present 
installation,  however,  the  Inner  Harbor  channel  suf- 
fices to  supply  the  circulating  water,  giving  greater 
freedom  from  bubbles,  sand  and  seaweed  than  would 
a  surf  pier. 

The  accompanying  picture  illustrates  this  situa- 
tion in  a  most  striking  manner  and  also  shows  the  in- 
take, the  transformer  house,  the  generator  and  boiler 
house  and  the  discharge  conduit  during  construction. 


Fig.    3.     Boiler    Feed    Pumps. 

The  two  main  buildings  are  reinforced  concrete 
structures  with  steel  roof  trusses  and  concrete  roof 
slabs.  Ornamental  copper  cornices  and  artificial  stone 
bases  and  abuttments  lend  a  most  pleasing  appearance 


which  is  further  enhanced  by  the  mission  tile  roofing 
and  smooth  plaster  finish,  inside  and  out.  The  founda- 
tions for  the  building  and  the  heavier  machines  are 
carried  on  piles.  The  generator  room  is  floored  with 
tiling  and  glazed  tile  is  used  in  the  wainscoting.  The 
windows  are  of  metal  sash. 

The  generator  and  boiler  house  has  a  floor  area  of 
30,000  sq.  ft.  and  stands  60  ft.  high.  The  accompany- 
ing line  drawing  shows  the  general  layout  for  the  first 
two  units  and  indicates  the  ease  with  which  the  sys- 
tem can  be  extended.  As  will  be  noted,  each  unit  com- 
prises a  prime  mover  and  generator  with  its  condenser 
and  attendant  auxiliary  miachinery,  together  with  boil- 
ers and  independent  switchboard  equipment.  This  ar- 
rangement has  many  advantages,  not  the  least  of  which 
is  that  during  construction  each  unit  can  be  completed 
and  put  in  operation  without  waiting  for  other  portions 
of  the  plant.  The  switchboard  gallery  extends  across 
the  east  end  of  the  turbine  room  and  commands  a 
view  of  the  entire  generating  floor.  Under  it  are  vari- 
ous offices,  store  rooms,  etc.,  and  over  it  are  the  rheo- 
stats and  storage  batteries.  A  50  ton  Shaw  crane  with 
a  5  ton  auxiliary  hoist  is  provided. 

Steam  Equipment. 

Steam  is  supplied  at  125  lb.  pressure  and  125  de- 
grees superheat  from  eight  Stirling  boilers  equipped 
with  Babcock-Wilcox  U-tube  superheaters.  Each  boil- 
er has  a  heating  surface  of  7,775  sq.  ft.  and  the  four 
batteries  of  two  each  are  capable  of  evaporating  240,- 
000  lbs.  of  steam  per  hour  from  and  at  212  degrees 
h'ahrenheit. 

Fuel  oil  is  drawn  from  two  auxiliary  tanks  fitted 
with  live  steam  heater  coils  and  each  having  a  suffi- 
cient capacity  for  a  24  hour  run  with  two  units.  These 
in  turn  are  to  be  supplied  from  two  9,000  bbl.  oil 
storage  tanks  placed  near  the  railroad  track.  The  oil 
is  forced  to  the  Hammel  burners  by  two  7^  x  5  x  6 
Worthington  pumps,  after  it  has  been  preheated  to 
about  130  degrees  in  a  400  h.  p.  American  feed-water 
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heater.  A  Moore  patent  auto- 
matic fuel  oil  regulating  system 
provides  central  control  t)f  oil, 
steam  and  air  supply  for  combus- 
tion purposes. 

The  two  stacks  are  of  rein- 
forced concrete  with  octagonal 
base  and  circular  section,  150  ft. 
high  with  15  ft.  4  in.  base  and  12 
ft.  6  in.  top  diameter.  A  fire  brick 
lining  extends  60  ft.  above  the 
level  of  the  boiler  floor.  The  base 
of  one  stack  is  fitted  as  a  lavatory 
with  showers  and  lockers,  the 
other  being  used  as  a  storeroom. 
Two  concrete  smoke  flues  enter 
the  stack  from  either  side.  These 
flues  are  6^  ft.  wide  with  trape- 
zoidal sections  5  ft.  6  in.  at  the 
smaller  end  and  12  ft.  6  in.  at  the 
stack  discharge.  They  are  pro- 
vided with  expansion  joints  and 
clean-out  doors. 

The  boiler  feed  water  supply 
is  maintained  by  two  compound 
duplex  Snow  pumps  12  and  18  x 
10  X  18,  a  7,000  h.p.  Cochrane  feed 
water  heater  being  provided. 

A  noteworthy  feature  of  the 
equipment  is  the  several  measur- 
ing devices  employed.  These  in- 
clude two  Worthington  water 
weighers,  the  larger  for  weighing 
the  condensate,  being  equipped 
with  a  special  tank  used  as  a  hot 

well,  and  the  smaller  being  used  to  weigh  the  make-up 
water  which  is  obtained  from  a  well  on  the  property. 
General  Electric  steam  and  water  flow  meters  are 
also  employed. 

The  high  pressure  piping  is  all  equipped  with 
Van  Stone  joints,  corrugated  steel  gaskets  and  forged 
steel  flanges.  The  fittings  are  of  cast  steel  and  85  per 
cent  magnesia  covering  is  used  throughout.  The  main 
header  is  equipped  with  electrically  welded  nozzles 
leading  to  the  auxiliaries.  In  the  250  ft.  length  of  the 
14  in.  main  header  there  are  no  expansion  joints  or 
loops,  all  expansion  being  taken  up  in  flexible  leads  to 
the  boilers. 

The  low  pressure  piping,  including  the  main  ex- 
haust, auxiliary  exhaust,  circulating  water,  vacuum  and 
hot  well  suction  and  discharge,  etc.,  are  of  stand- 
ard construction  and  are  carried  in  the  basement 

The  turbo-generator  is  an  eight  pole  General 
Electric  type  ATB  alternator  driven  at  750  r.  p.  m. 
by  a  vertical  Curtis  turbine  with  condenser  base. 
Three  phase  current  is  generated  at  50  cycles,  11,000 
volts,  the  generator  being  rated  at  15,000  kilovolt  am- 
peres. 

Excitation  current  is  furnished  from  two  125  4- 
pole  General  Electric  125  volt  dynamos,  driven  at  2,400 
r.  p.  m.  by  horizontal  Curtis  turbines  operated  non- 
condensing.  Oil  for  the  step  bearings  is  supplied  at  a 
pressure  of  1,000  lb.  per  sq.  in.  by  two  Dean  Bros,  oil 
pumps,  12  x  2%  x  12. 

Condensing  water  is  brought  from  the  Inner  Har- 


Fig-.    4.     15,000    k.v.a.    Turbo-Generator    with    Condenser    Base. 


Fig. 


Plan    and    Section 


Intake. 


bor   channel    through    an    intake    fitted    with    inclined 
racks  and  eight  sets  of  duplicate  screens,  56  inches  by 
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Fig-.    6.      Single    Line   AViring   Diagram. 
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Fig.  7.      Section  Through  Auxiliary  Bus  Equipment. 
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Fig.    8.     Transverse    Section    Througii    Transformer    House. 


8j4  ft.  The  screens  are  of  1  in.  and  Yi  in.  mesh  re- 
spectively and  are  placed  6  ft.  apart.  Gallows  frames 
are  provided  so  that  they  may  be  hoisted  from  their 
grooves  and  cleaned.  The  intake  conduit  is  of  re- 
inforced concrete  with  horseshoe  section,  being  6^  ft. 
high  and  5j^  ft.  wide.  Its  top  is  2  ft.  below  the  level 
of  low  tide.  This  conduit  extends  under  the  trans- 
former house  to  the  generator  room. 

Here  a  30  inch  double  suction  Krogh  centrifugal 
pump,  driven  at  240  r.  p.  m.  by  a  14  x  18  Harrisburg 
single  cylinder  engine,  supplies  24,000  gallons  per  min- 
ute against  a  35  ft.  head  to  the  main  and  auxiliary  con- 
densers. 

The  main  condenser  in  the  turbine  base  is  a 
Wheeler  dry  tube  type  having  16,000  sq.  ft.  of  cooling 


surface,  the  auxiliary  having  5,500  sq.  ft.  The  con- 
densers are  equipped  with  Volz  heaters,  the  discharge 
from  the  5  in.  Wheeler  centrifugal  hot  well  pump  being 
delivered  to  the  upper  tubes  of  the  condenser. 

Vacuum  is  maintained  by  a  Wheeler  rotative  dry 
vacuum  pump  with  12  in.  steam  cjdinder,  30  in.  air  cyl- 
inder and  18  in.  stroke.  A  36  in.  Crane  atmospheric  re- 
lief valve  is  provided.  The  cooling  water  discharges 
through  a  36  in.  cast  iron  pipe  into  the  reinforced  con- 
crete conduit  leading  to  the  channel,  a  syphon  system 
lieing  obtained  between  the  intake  and  discharge  con- 
duits. 

All  of  the  equipment  excepting  the  generator  and 
other  electrical  equipment  was  furnished  and  installed 
by  Chas.  C.  Moore  &  Co.,  engineers,  of  San  Francisco. 


394 


JOURNAL    OF    ELECTRICITY,    POWER    AND    GAS 


[Vol.  XXVII— No.  18 


The  Electrical  Equipment. 

The  electrical  features  of  the  Long  Beach  plant 
involve  a  number  of  novel  points,  most  noteworthy  be- 
ing the  fact  that  all  the  busbar  and  switching  construc- 


Fig. 


9.      Intercliangeable     Flexible    Generator  Lead 
Connections. 


Fig.   10. 


Transformer  Tap  of  11,000  Volt  Generator 
Bus. 


tion  has  been  performed  by  an  outside  firm  of  speci- 
alists, the  company's  engineers  exercising  only  a  gen- 
eral supervision.  The  advantages  of  this  method  are 
obvious,  as  a  company  making  a  specialty  of  such  in- 
stallations, can  thus  relieve  the  operating  company  of 
much  tedious  detail. 

The  general  scheme  is  best  shown  by  the  accom- 
panying single  line  wiring  diagram.  As  the  details  of 
the  generators  and  exciters  have  already  been  given 
and  as  the  switchboard  is  of  standard  construction  and 


equipment,  particular  emphasis  will  be  laid  upon  the 
transformer  house   construction. 

The  power  house  switch  control  consists  of  bench 
board  and  two  vertical  boards  v\/ith  the  usual  instru- 
ment equipment.  The  generator  field  switches  are 
solenoid  operated  and  asbestos  covered  wire  is  used 
throughout.  A  consistent  color  scheme  has  been  adop- 
ted as  follows :  blue  covered  wire  is  used  for  the  upper 
elements  of  meters  and  red  for  the  lower,  black  is  used 
for  grounds,  black  and  white  for  positive  and  negative 
operating  buses  respectively,  and  red  and  green  for 
circuit  closing  and  opening  switches,  corresponding  to 
ihe  red  and  green  lights  on  the  board.  The  switch- 
l5oard  gallery  has  a  double  floor  and  all  cables  and  con- 
duit's are  carried  in  trenches  covered  by  movable  floor 
nlates,  thus  at  once  being  easily  accessible  and  yet  out 
of  the  wa}^. 


Fig.     11.       Metliod     of    Supporting     Current    Trans- 
former. 

The  generator  leads  are  1  ■/-million  circular  mil 
cable  with  11-16  in.  fibre  core.  The  four  cables  one  of 
which  is  a  spare  are  carried  from  the  terminal  board  of 
the  generator  frame  through  brass  tubing  to  the  floor, 
whence  by  means  of  a  basement  trench  they  are  carried 
in  Orangeburg  fibre  conduit  to  the  transformer  house. 
Three  reactance  coils  are  placed  in  series  with  these 
leads  so  as  to  limit  short  circuit  currents,  each  being 
rated  at  50  cycle,  300  k.  v.  a.,  381  volts,  788  amperes. 

These  four  leads  terminate  in  cable  and  bells 
whence  flexible  interchangeable  connection  can  be 
made  to  the  three  generator  tube  conductors  in  the 
transformer  house,  as  shown  in  the  accompanying 
illustration. 

Copper  tubing  is  used  throughout  this  entire  in- 
stallation instead  of  the  more  usual  bar  conductors,  as 
it  has  a  larger  radiating  surface  and  greater  conduct- 
ing area.  It  is  also  more  rigid  and  able  to  withstand 
magnetic  attraction  between  adjacent  buses  in  case  of 
heavy  short  circuit  currents.    '  .        .      .  ., 
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Fig.    12.     Series    Relay. 


The  generator  conductors  are  of  2  in.  extra  heavy 
copper  tubing,  iron  pipe  size,  carried  vertically  on 
standard  round  bus-bar  supports  through  General 
Electric   current  transformers   and   double    ilirow  dis- 


Flg.    13.      High-Tension    Bus    Construction. 

connecting  switches  to  the  800  ampere  H-3  oil  switches 
and  thence  to  the  generator  buses. 

A  novel   method  of  mounting  the  current  trans- 
formers   is    consistently    maintained    throughout    the 


building.  These  transformers  are  ordinarily  fitted  with 
supporting  feet  to  be  attached  to  the  wall.  These 
feet  have  been  removed  and  the  transformer  mounted 
as  an  integral  part  of  the  line  as  shown  in  the  accom- 
panying illustration. 

The  two  generator  buses  are  of  extra  heavy  2i/2 
in.  copper  tubing  and  extends  the  length  of  the  build- 
ing, being  carried  in  14  in.  square  compartments  with 
16  in.  centers  on  bus-bar  insulator  double  supports. 
These  compartments  are  2  in.  thick  and  consist  of  con- 
crete reinforced  with  metal  lath. 

Power  at  11,000  volts  is  taken  from  the  buses  to 
the  transformers  in  the  reverse  order,  as  shown  by  the 
dotted  line  in  the  accompanying  drawing  of  the  sec- 
tion through  the  auxiliary  bus  equipment.  Current  like- 
wise is  taken  from  the  generator  buses  to  the  auxiliary 
buses  on  the  first  floor  on  the  west  side  of  the  building. 
Thence  the  three  11,000  volt  lines  are  brought  through 
disconnecting  switches  and  K-12  solenoid  operated  oil 
switches  for  distribution  to  near-by  consumers  and  for 
station  use.    These  11,000  volt  out-going  lines  are  pro- 


Fig.  14. 


Special  Outside  Service  Wall  Bushing  for 
80,000    Volt    Delta. 


tected  by  multiplex  lightning  arrestors  and  overhang- 
ing hoods.  The  method  of  supporting  the  generator 
buses  and  the  transformer  taps  is  well  shown  in  the 
accompanying  view. 

The  type  FO,  form  A,  50  cycle.  2,000  kw.  trans- 
f(.inners  step  up  the  voltage  from  11,000  to  either  30,- 
000  or  60,000  transmission  potential  according  lo  the 
voltage  of  the  transmission  system  into  which  this 
plant  is  feeding.  They  are  arranged  in  two  banks  of 
three,  one  spare  also  being  provided.  They  are  delta- 
connected  on  the  low  tension  side  and  V-connccled  on 
the  high  tension  side. 

Conductors  from  the  transformers  are  11,4  in.  cop- 
per tubing  passing  through  a  series  relay,  thence  to  a 
double  throw  disconnecting  switch  and  H-3  oil 
switches  to  the  30,000  volt  bu.ses  which  are  carried 
on  the  high  tension  insulator  supports  as  illustrated. 
Power  is  taken  from  the  buses  in  reverse  order.  The 
arrantj-emcnts  for  the  60,000  vult  lines  are  the  same  ex- 
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cept  that  the  buses  are  of  1  in.  copper  tubing.  On  ac- 
count of  its  stiffness  and  because  of  the  absence  of 
other  support  for  the  series  relay,  ly^  in.  tubing  is  used 
for  this  purpose.  The  high  voltage  lines  leave  the 
building  through  a  service  bushing.  The  details  of 
which  are  shown  in  the  accompanying  sketch. 

Both  the  30,000  and  60,000  voltages  are  protected 
by  aluminum  cell  lightning  arresters  mounted  on  steel 
frame  outside  of  the  building.  All  the  oil  switches  in 
this  installation  were  manufactured  by  the  General 
Electric  Co.  The  fittings,  bus-bar  supports,  etc.  were 
furnished  bj'  the  Electrical  Engineers  Equipment 
Co.  and  installed  by  J.  C.  Farrar  &  Co.  of  Los  Angeles, 
their  Western  representatives. 

This  great  plant  stands  as  evidence  of  the  fore- 
sight and  ability  of  the  vice-president  and  general  man- 
ager of  the  Southern  California  Edison  Co.,  W.  A. 
Brackenbridge,  under  whose  personal  supervision  it 
has  been  constructed.     F.  A.  Sargent  of  Chicago  was 
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Fig.     15.     Double    Support    Bus-Bar    Separator. 

consulting  engineer,  James  A.  Lighthipe,  electrical  en- 
gineer, had  charge  of  the  electrical  installation,  H.  W. 
Dennis,  was  construction  engineer,  E.  H.  Wainer, 
resident  engineer,  and  H.  L.  Doolittle,  chief  engineer. 
The  writer  is  especially  indebted  to  the  latter  gentle- 
man for  the  information  in  this  article  and  to  G.  H. 
Bishop,  the  company's  official  photographer,  for  the 
pictures  that  illustrate  it. 

TABULATION    OF    ENGINEERING    DETAILS. 

First    Unit    of    Long    Beach    Plant    of    Southern    California 

Edison    Company. 

Generator     General   Electric   15  000    k.v.a.,   50   cycle, 

11,000    volts. 

Prime    Mover    Vertical    Curtis    Turbine    . 

Boilers    Eight     Stirling    Water    Tube,     777S     sq. 

ft.  heating  surface  each,  225  lb.  pres- 
sure,  125   degrees  superheat. 

Superheater     B.    &.   W.    U.    type,    125    degrees    super- 
heat. 

High  Pressure  Pipe    ....Van    Stone    Joints — Cast    Steel    Fittings 
and  Valves — Welded  Nozzles. 

Fuel     Crude     Oil     in     Hammel     Burners,    v?ith 

Moore     Automatic     Regulating    Sys- 
tem. 

Stack     Reinforced    Concrete,    150    ft.    high,    12 

ft.    6   in.   top   diameter. 

Exciter    Four    Pole,     G.     E.,     125    volt,     125    kw., 

driven       by      Horizontal    Curtis    Tur- 
bine. 

Circulating  Pump    30    in.     Krogh     Centrifugal,     driven    by 

14  X  IS     Harrisburg    Engine. 

Condensers    16,000   sq.   ft.  Wheeler  Dry  Tube   in  tur- 
bine   base. 
5.500   sq.   ft.  Wheeler  Dry  Tube  Auxil- 
iary. 

TRANSMISSION. 

Voltage     30,000    and    60,000. 

Transformers    Six,   G.    B.    2000   kw.   each,    Y   and   delta- 
connected. 

Bus-Bar    Extra  Heavy  Copper  Tubing    2V'  in.  for 

11,000    volt,     1%     in.     for    30,000    volt, 
and   1    in.   for   60.000   volt. 

Oil  Switches    Type   H-3    and   K-12. 

Lightning   Protectors    ..Aluminum    Cell    Arresters    for    30,000    v. 
and    60.000   v. 
Multiplex  Arresters   for   11,000   v. 


PRIMER  OF  APPLIED  THERMODYNAMICS/ 
NINTH  LECTURE. 

Chimney  Draft  and  Desigrt;; 
In  previous  lectures  we  have  found  that  fuels  give 
up  their -latent  heat  when  brought  in  contact  with 
oxygen  in  such  a  way  that  combustion  takes  place,  ^he 
resulting  chemical  reactions  must  be  gotten  rid  cf  in 
oriier  to  keep  a  fresh  supply  of  oxygen  for  continuing 
the  generation  of  heat  and  thus  maintaining  a  continu- 
ous operation  of  the  power  plant.  It  is  evident  then 
that  the  chimney  which  performs  this  function  must 
not  only  have  height  in  order  to  produce  the  necessary 
drf:ft,  but  it  must  also  have  width,  or  rather  cross- 
sectional  area,  sufficient  to  carry  the  volume  of  gas 
necessary  in  combustion.  AA^^e  shall  find  in  the  course 
of  this  lecture  that  the  draft  of  a  chimney  is  computed 
theoretically  by  figuring  the  weight  of  a  column  of 
heated  gas  in  the  chimney  and  a  weight  of  a  similar 
column  of  air  without.  Since  the  heated  gas  within  is 
lighter  than  the   cooler  air  without,   although   at  the 
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Barrus    Simple    and    Compound    Chimney 
Draft    Gauges. 


same  temperature,  due  to  ingredients  of  combustion 
being  added,  the  condition  would  be  reversed,  the  dif- 
ference between  these  two  weights  will  give  us  the  the- 
oretical draft  or  tendency  of  the  cooler  heavier  air  to 
drive  up  the  chimney  the  heated  gases  of  combustion. 
A  practical  measurement  of  this  draft  can  be  ascer- 
tained by  closing  the  ash  box  doors  and  inserting  a  so- 
called  draft  or  water  column  immediately  in  the  rear 
of  the  combustion  chamber  at  the  lower  end  of  the 
stack.  Such  a  draft  or  water  column  is  shown  in  Fig. 
21.  The  heavier  air  without  forces  the  column  of  water 
no  ward  so  that  the  weig'ht  of  water  level  difference 
added  to  the  weight  of  the  gas  within  will  just  balance 
the  weight  of  the  air  without.  In  practice  this  draft 
measurement  is  given  in  inches  of  water.  In  order 
to  convert  this  into  lb.  per  sq.  in.  it  is  necessary  to  mul- 
tiply the  draft  in  inches  of  water  by  the  weight  of  a 
cubic  inch  of  water  which  is  0.036. 

Let  us  now  derive  the  theriTiodynamic  equations 
necessary  for  a  theoretic  discussion  of  mechanical 
draft.     In  a  previous  lecture  we  found  tha.t  pressure. 


'A  resume',  devoid  of  higher  mathematics,  covering  the 
essentials  of  a  series  of  lectures  now  being  given  by  the  editor 
of  this  Journal  before  the  Senior  Mechanical  Engineering 
students  at  the  University   of  California. 
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volume,  and  temperature  in  a  perfect  gas  such  as  air, 
were  related  to  each  other  in  such  a  manner  that  the 
product  of  pressure  and  volume  was  always  equal  to 
the  product  of  a  constant  and  the  absolute  tempera- 
ture of  the  gas,  or  in  mathematical  symbols, 

p  V  =  R  T,  which  for  air  is  p  v  =  53.37  T. 
We   also   found   that  the   weight   of  a   gas   could 
be  computed   from  the  formula 

pV 

w= 

RT 

and  that  the  quantity  R  for  any  perfect  gas  other 
than  air  could  be  computed,  as  it  is  inversely  pro- 
portional to  the  densities  of  the  two  gases.  In  the 
case  of  combustion  every  lb.  of  fuel  requires — say  n 
lb.  of  air  to  form  (n  +  I)  lb.  of  chimney  gases.    Hence 

n 

R  for  the  chimney  gases  is  ( )  times  the  R  for  air. 

n+1 
Hence  the  weight  of  a  column  of  chimney  gas  1  sq.  ft. 
in  cross-section  and  H  ft.  in  hei.2:ht  is 


w., 


pH 


53. .37  ( )  T., 

n-hl 


Ard   the   weight  of  an   equal   column   of  air   without 
which  is  to  force  the  hot  gas  up  the  chimney  is 

p-   H 


53,37    T, 

Where  p  is  atmospheric  pressure  in  lbs.  per  sq. 
ft.,  H  the  height  of  the  chimney,  T^  the  absolute  tem- 
perature of  the  chimney  gases,  and  Ti  the  absolute 
temperature  of  the  air  without.  Therefore  the  draft 
in  the  chimney,  or 

p   H                    p.   H 
tliffeience  of  pressure  per  sq.  ft.  :^ 


p.  H 


53.37 


(- 
T, 


53.37    T, 


(- ) 

n  +  1 


53.37  ( )  T, 

n-hl 


Hence  the  draft  in  inches  of  water  is  computed 
by  reducing  the  pressure  first  to  lb.  per  sq.  in.  and  then 
multiplying  by  the  factor  0.036  gi\'en  above. 


Craft    in    inches    of    wa tpr  —  - 


pH  X  111  X  12        1 


53.37  X  62.3 


-)  T., 


n:=0.52     H-  P  ( ) 

n 

T,      ( )    T, 

n  +  1 

By  a  close  examination,  it  will  be  seen  for  prac- 
tical purposes,  since  the  quantity  n  is  from   18  to  50, 

n 

in  practice  the  fraction niav  be  considered  unity 

n+1 
without  appreciable  errors.  The  atmospheric  tem- 
perature is  usually  60°  F.  and  that  of  the  chimney 
gases  500°  F.,  atmospheric  pressure  14.7  lb.  per  sq.  in. 
For  a  chimney  100  ft.  high  then,  we  would  compute 
the  draft  as  follows. 


D  =  0.52  X  ifin  X  1-1.7  (- 


■159.4  +  60  459.4  +  500 

=  0.67    ins.    of   water. 


Since  this  draft  is  computed  for  a  stack  100  ft. 
hitjh,  the  draft  for  any  other  height  follows  by  an  easy 
proportion. 


Fig.    22.     Type   of   Cliimney    Design    Favored   by 
Babcock    &    Wilcox    Eng-lneers. 

Experience  s-hows  that  the  draft  pressure,  meas- 
ured in  inches  of  water  as  compared  with  atmospheric 
pressure,  should  be  from  0.5  to  1.5  inches,  dejiending 
ui^on  the  character  and  size  of  the  fuel  to  be  used,  and 
ui)on  the  (juantity  to  be  l)urned  per  sc|uare  foot  of  grate 
si;rface.  Heights  above  the  grate,  which  have  given 
satisfactory  results  in  practice  with  jjlants  of  moder- 
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ate   capacit}^   employing  different   fuels,   are   given   in  Chimneys  are  constructed  of  steel,  reinforced  con- 

the  following  table :  crete,  or  masonry.     Steel   chimneys  weigh  less,   cost 

p^gi                                               Height  in  feet  '^ss,  require  less  space,  expose  less  surface  to  the  wind 

Crude    Petroleum    80  to  100  than  Other  forms,  and  are  more  efficient  because  they 

Inlh"raeut"fa?se'"ri^l°"' .:;:;;:::;::;:::::::::::;::;             loo  are  air  tight.    They,  however,  depi eciate  more  rapidly 

Slow-burning  bituminous    120  because  of  rust,  and  because  of  the  corrosive  influence 

Anthracite    buckwheat     it>J^  ' 

Anthracite    slack    175  gf  ^].,g  fl^,g  gaSeS. 

On  the  Pacific  Coast  crude  petroleum  is  largely  W'e  shall  next  consider  the  necessary  corrections 

used  as  fuel.   In  coal  burning,  anywhere  from  35  to  "0  to  be  made  in  the  dimensions  of  proposed  chimneys 

per  cent  of  the  total  draft  head  is  required  to  overcome  in  their  relation  to  altitude  above  the  sea.     All  chim- 

the  friction  of  the  fuel  bed.     Now  chimney  tables  are  ney  dimensions  and  tables  have  been  computed  on  the 

computed  for  coal  burning  on  the  basis  of  5  lb.  of  fuel  basis   of  sea-level   pressures.      From   our   equation   of 

per  boiler  horsepower.     In  the  case  of  oil  burning,  if  draft  readings  derived  in  this  lecture,  it  is  seen  that 

we:  compute  on  the  basis  of  2^/2  lb.  per  boiler  horse-  the  draft  depends  directly  upon  the  pressure.  Hence 

power   and   consider   that  .oil   can   be   burned    with   a  it   is   evident   that   since   the   higher   the   altitude,   the 

smaller  excess  of  air  than  coal,  we  have  virtually  2  to  1,  less  the  pressure,  the  stack  must  be  lengthened  in  pro- 


Formula,  H.P.  =  3.33  (A 

Size  of  Chimneys  for  Stiam-bo 

-  0.6  VJ)  V/7.     (Assumini;  1  H.P. 

Icrs. 

=  5  lbs.  of  coal  burned  per  hour.) 

Area  A . 
sq.ft. 

Effective 

Area. 

£  =  ,1  - 

0.6  Va 

sq.ft. 

Height  of  Chimney. 

Equivalent 

Square 

Chimney. 

Side  of 

Square 

Diam. 
inches. 

50  ft. 

60  ft. 

70  ft. 

80  ft. 

90  ft. 

100  ft. 

110ft. 

125  ft. 

150  ft. 

175  ft. 

200ft. 

225  ft. 

250ft.  30Dft. 

Commercial  Horse-power  of  Boiler. 

•/b  +  4  ins. 

18 
21 

24 
27 

30 
33 
36 
39 

42 
48 
54 
60 

1.77 
241 
3.14 
3  98 

4.91 
5.94 
7.07 
8.30 

9.62 
12.57 
15.90 
19.64 

23.76 
28.27 
33.18 
38.48 

44.18 
50.27 
56.75 
63.62 

70.88 
78.54 
95  03 
113.10 

0.97 
1.47 
2.08 
2.78 

3.58 
4.48 
5,47 
6.57 

7.76 
10.44 
13.51 
16.98 

20.83 
25,08 
29.73 
34.76 

40,19 
46  01 
52.23 
58.83 

65.83 
73.22 
89.18 
106.72 

23 
35 
49 
65 

84 

25 
38 
54 
72 

92 
115 
141 

27 
41 
58 
78 

100 
125 
152 
183 

216 

29 
44 
62 
83 

107 
133 
163 
196 

231 
311 

16 

1 

19 

66 
88 

113 

141 
173 
208 

245 
330 
427 
536 

22 

24 

119 
149 
182 
219 

258 
348 
449 
565 

694 
835 

27 

156 
191 
229 

271 
365 
472 
593 

728 
876 
1038 
1214 

30 

204 
245 

289 
389 
503 
632 

776 
934 
1107 
1294 

1496 
1712 
1944 
2090 

, 

32 

268 

316 
426 
551 
692 

849 
1023 
1212 
1418 

1639 
1876 
2130 
2399 

2685 
2986 
3637 

35 

342 
460 
■595 
748 

918 
1105 
1310 
1531 

1770 
2027 
2300 
2592 

2900 
3226 
3929 

38 

492 
636 
800 

981 
1181 
1400 
1637 

1893 
2167 
2459 
2771 

3100 
3448 
4200 
5026 

43 

675 
848 

1040 
1253 
1485 
1736 

2008 
2298 
2609 
2939 

3288 
3657 
445"! 
5331 

48 

894 

1097 
1320 
1565 
1830 

2116 
2423 
2750 
3098 

3466 
3M5 
J696 
5618 

1201 
1447 
1715 
2005 

2318 
2654 
3012 
3393 

3797 
4223 
5144 
6155 

54 

66 
72 
78 
84 

90 

59 

64 

70 

75 

80 

86 

102 

91 

108 

96 

101 

120 

107 

132 

117 

144 

4352 

4701 

128 

aiid  the  stack  area  would  be  sufficient  for  double  the 
horsepower.  In  designing  stacks  for  crude  petroleum, 
it  can  be  taken  as  standard  practice  that  fifty  per  cent 

of  stack  areas  of  Kent's  tables  given  above  are  ample 
for  fuel  oil. 

The  ascending  gases  in  a  chimney  are  retarded  by 
friction  in  the  vicinity  of  the  walls,  and  the  equivalent 
cross  section  A  of  a  round  chimney  is,  therefore,  gen- 
erally taken  as  that  corresponding  to  a  diameter  four 
inches  less  than  the  real  internal  diameter  of  the  chim- 
ney. Professor  Samuel  Sheldon  states  that,  assuming 
a  coal  consumption  of  five  lb.  per  horsepower  hour,  a 
chimney  of  height  h  feet,  properly  to  carry  off  the 
gases  from  boilers  of  P  horsepower,  should  have  an 
equivalent  cross  section  of 

0.3  p 
A^ square    feet. 

i/lT 
William  Kent  has  worked  out  formulas  for  chim- 
ney design  which  are  largely  used  in  practice  and  are 
found  in  the  following  table.  With  the  corrections 
noted  above  for  rude  oil  petroleum,  proper  chimney 
areas  for  Pacific  Coast  practice  in  burning  oil  can  be 
picked  at  once  from  this  table. 


portion  to  the  barometric  readings.  Thus  if  H  is  the 
proper  height  of  a  chimney  at  sea-level  or  barometric 
pressure  Po,  then  Hi  the  proper  height  at  the  altitude  Pi 
abcve  sea-level  is  as  follows : 

Hi P^ 

H  ~     p, 

or  if  r  is  a  factor  gotten  by  dividing  the  barometric 
reading  at  sea  level  by  the  barometric  reading  at  the 
pnjposed  point  of  installation,  Hi  =  r  H.  The  next 
point  to  consider  is  how  the  altitude  will  affect  the 
cross-sectional  area.  At  high  altitudes  the  air  be- 
comes less  dense,  hence  the  area  should  be  larger  in 
order  to  pass  the  required  weight  of  air  needed  in  com- 
bustion of  the  fuel,  for  the  same  weight  of  air  is  needed 
for  proper  fuel  combustion,  no  matter  what  the  altitude 
may  be. 

In  the  flow  of  gases  through  pipes,  it  has  been 
found  that  the  weight  passing  any  given  section  per 
minute  is 


W  =  K  (- 


pDd= 


-) 


V= 


3.6 

fl  -I )  L 

d 
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Where 

K  =  a   constant. 

p  =  difference   in   pressure  between   two  ends   of  pipe. 
D  =  density. 

d  r=  diaineter     of    pipe. 
Ij=  length    of    pipe. 

In  applying  this   formula   to  gases  flowing  up   a 

3.6 

stack,  the  quantity     (1  H )    is    practically    unity, 

d 

the  quantity  L  becomes  equal  to  H  and  Hi  in  the  re- 
spectiye  cases,  and  p  is  the  same  in  each  case.  Hence 
we  haye 

p  D  d=    v..  p  D,  d,=    y., 

W=:K( )      and   W,  =  K  ( ) 

H  H, 

But  W  must  equal  Wi  for  fuel  burning.    Hence 


p  D  d=    V,            p  D,  d,=     y„ 
K( )     "=K( ) 


H 

H, 

D 

H, 

r, 

and  ■ 

^r; 

D, 

H 

Also 


Therefore,  substituting  and  cancelling 

D  d=  D,  d,= 


H 

rD,  d= 


H, 
D,  d,= 


H  rH 

r=d^=rd,^  .-.   d,  ^  d  r  -/. 

Hence  in  the  design  of  a  chimney  at  any  altitude, 
first  pick  out  dimensions  for  sea-level.  Having  found 
the  proper  height  and  diameter  for  sea  level,  the  new 
height  and  diameter  are  found  by  the  following  rtile. 
The  quantity  r  is  determined  by  dividing  the  ba- 
rometric reading  at  sea-level  by  the  barometric  read- 
inc;  at  the  point  of  installation.  Then  multiply  the 
height  by  r  and  the  diameter  by  r  °4,  and  the  resulting 
height  and  diameter  will  be  correct  for  the  new  alti- 
tude. 

Sometimes  short  chimneys  are  used  in  connection 
with  mechanical  draft  apparatus,  consisting  of  either 
an  exhaust  fan  in  the  smoke  flue  or  a  mechanical  or 
stram-jet  blower  underneath  the  grate  bars.  An  in- 
duced draft  is  produced  by  the  former,  and  a  forced 
draft  by  the  latter.  The  advisability  of  installing  me- 
chanical draft  apparatus  is  dependent  upon  the  results 
of  an  economical  comparison  with  the  saving  result- 
ing from  the  lessened  necessary  height  of  the  chim- 
ney, or  the  saving  acquired  by  installation  of  an  econ- 
omizer which  reduces  the  temperature  so  low  that  the 
draft  is  naturally  lessened. 

THERMOTWISTERS. 

1.  A  stack  is  125  ft.  high.  The  flue  gases  have  a  tempera- 
ture of  475°  F.,  and  the  outside  air  is  at  60°  F.,  atmospheric 
pressure  being  14.7  lb.  sq.  in.  How  many  inches  of  water 
will   the   di'aft  gauge   read'.' 

2.  It  is  desired  to  design  a  stack  to  burn  anthracite  buck- 
wheat coal  to  accommodate  2000  boiler  horsepower.  What  are 
the  proper  dimensions  at  sea-level? 

•^.  The  above  power  plant  is  located  at  an  altitude  of  5000 
ft.  above  sea-level  and  crude  petroleum  is  to  be  burned.  What 
are    the    proper    dimensions? 

SOLUTION      OP      THERMOTWISTERS — SIXTH      LECTURE. 

1.  In  the  test  of  the  Parker  boiler  found  elsewhere  in 
these  columns  during  a  ten-hour  run  180,210  lb.  of  water  were 
evaporated  from  a  feed  water  temperature  of  123.4°  F.  to  super- 
heated steam  at  561.2°  F.,  the  boiler  pressure  being  179.7  lb. 
per   in.    (gauge).      What   is    the    factor   of   evaporation? 

The  total  heat  of  superheated  steam  is  from  page  333. 
H    =1150.4-1-0.3745     (t  —  212)  —  0.00055    (t  — 212)=-f-k    (T  — t) 


From  table  on  Mean  Speciflc  Heat,  pnge  333,  I  find  k  =t  0.55. 
From  table  on  page  330,  I  find  t  ^379.°5for  179.71b.  (gauge) 
Heat    of    feed-water    at    123.4°  r=  91.4 
.-.  H  =  1150.4  +0.3745    (379.5  —  212)    —    0  00055    /379.5  — 212)  = 
-I-  0.55   (561.2  —  379.5)  ^1150.4  +  62. S  —  15.4  -(-  1  00  =  129,>;.0 


Hence   factor   of   evaporation  :^- 


129.S  —  h 


91.4 


970.4 


970.4 


:  1.244.      Ans. 


2.      From   the   data   given   in   problem    1,   compute    tlie    horse- 
power rating  of  the  boiler. 

Since    180,240    lb.    are    evaporated    in    10    hr.    in    1    hr.,    boiler 
■will    evaporate    18,024    lb.      Hence    it    will    evaporate   from    and 

18,024X1.-^-1  =  22.420    lb. 


22.420 

Hence  H.P.  = ^6."iO. 

34,5 


.'Vns. 


3.  During  tlie  same  test  mentioned  in  problem  1,  14.093 
lb.  of  oil  were  consumed.  The  oil  has  0.6%  water.  The  calor- 
ific value  of  the  dry  oil  per  lb.  is  18.681  B.t.u.  bv  analysis,  show 
that  the  efficiency  of  the  boiler  was  83.13%  under  the  test  '■e- 
ferred    to. 

14,093   lb.   of  oil  containing  0.6%  water  is  equal  to   14,093  X  9S.1 
^^14,008    lb.    dry    oil. 
Since   1  lb.  =  18,681  B.t.u.  by  analysis. 
Total  heat  given  out  by  fuel  is 

14,008  X  18,681 

=26,160,000   B.t.u.   per   hr. 

10 

Since  from  ex.  1  we  find  18,024  lb.  of  water  ev.nporatel  per 
hr.,  each  lb.  representing  (1298  —  91.4)  B.t.u.  Hence  boiler 
efficiency   is 

18,024  X  1206.6 

=83.2%.      Ans. 

26,160,000 

4.  A  pressure  gauge  reads  179.7  lb.  per  sq.  in.  What  is 
the  temperature  of  the  saturated  steam  in  the  boiler.  Com- 
pute   by    the    empirical    formula   given    above. 

From    page    333    we    find 

t  =  300p  V„  — 101. 
Substituting   for   pres.    of    179.7    lb.    gauge    or    194.4    abs., 
have 

v„ 

t  =  200     (194.4)      —101 
V,,  log   194.4  =V„  of  2.288696  =  0.381282 

.-,  (194.4)^  =2.406 

.■t  =  200  X  2.406  —  101  =  481.2  —  101^380.2.     Ans. 

From    Steam    Tables    t^  "379.5. 


we 


INTERURBAN  ELECTRIC  LINES  IN  SPAIN. 

Great  activity  is  also  shown  at  present  in  Spain 
in  electric  railway  construction.  The  first  part  of 
the  interurban  line  from  San  Sebastian  to  Tolosa 
(Guipuzcoa),  consisting  of  the  section  from  San  Se- 
bastian, via  Anorga,  Lazarte,  and  Oria.  to  Andoain, 
was  recently  opened,  the  cars  running  the  nine  miles 
in  about  45  minutes.  The  power  equipment  at  An- 
doain consists  of  a  motor  and  dynamo  of  260  horse- 
power, and  maintains  a  continuous  current  of  600 
volts  to  the  terminus  of  the  line  at  Amenta  Berri.  The 
power  is  supplied  by  the  Hidroelectric  Iberica  from 
waterfalls  at  Leizaran.  Work  is  being  rushed  on  the 
remainder  of  the  line  to  Tolosa  and  it  will  be  ready 
at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Work  will  soon  be  begun  on  the  proposed  line 
from  Renteria  to  the  French  frontier,  and  the  San 
Sebastian-Pasajes-Renteria  line  will  construct  a 
branch  to  Venta  Berri.  A^'hen  these  lines  arc  thus 
connected  a  through  service  from  Tolosa  to  the  fron- 
tier will  be  established.  Another  line  from  San  Se- 
bastian to  Irun,  via  Loyola  and  Pasajes,  will  soon 
be  opened,  A  concession  for  the  construction  of  a 
10-mile  electric  railway  from  Parrino  to  Vigo,  Prov- 
ince of  Pontevedra,  has  been  awarded  to  the  Sociedad 
Iberia  Concessions  de  Bilbao,  of  Bilbao.  Two  con- 
cessions for  extensions  of  the  Barcelona  street  rail- 
ways and  one  for  the  Aladrid  city  lines  have  also  been 
recently  awarded. 
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NAVIGATION   THROUGH   THE   SUEZ   CANAL,  labor  hours  can  be  reduced  to  seven  or  eight.     The 

Statistics  regarding  navigation  through  the  Suez  inrnace  at  Trollhattan  has  required  about  5  per  cent 

Canal  are  of  intense  interest   to  Pacific  Coast   enter-  of   the   working   time    for   repairs    and    stoppages    for 

prise  at  present  due  to  agitation  in  the  fixing  of  rates  exchange  of  electrodes,  etc.     In  newly  built  furnaces 

for   the    Panama   Canal.      The    following   is  "compiled  this  can   probably  be   reduced.     The   content  of  iron 

from   official    British   statistics :  m  the  s-lag  has  varied  from  1  to  5  per  cent,  which  has 

The  total  number  of  passengers  carried  through  corresponded  to  a  loss  of  >4  to  2  per  cent  of  iron  per 

the  Suez  Canal  in  1910  reached  -233,978,  as  compared  ton  of  pig  iron, 
with   213,121    in    1909.      Of   the    number   carried    last 

year,  those  classified  as  military  totaled  76,854,  while  QUANTITY  OF  CRUDE  OIL  AND  OF  PRINCI- 
the  civilians  numbered  128,171,  and  the  pilgrims,  emi-  PAL  PRODUCTS. 

grants    and    convicts     28,953.      The     following     table  The  number  of  42-gallon  barrels  of  crude  petro- 

shows  the  volume  of  shipping  through  the  canal   by  leum  used,  as  reported  "in   1909,  was   120,775,439,  and 

flag,   number  of  vessels,   and   net   tonnage,   including  in    1904,  66,982,863,  an  increase  of  53,792,577  barrels, 

merchant  vessels,  mail  steamers,  war  ships,  etc. :  or  80  per  cent. 

1909  1910  The  kinds  of  crude  oil  used  in  1909  were  distrib- 

Fiag.  Vessels,      tonnage.    Vessels,    tonnage.  "ted  in  very  different  proportions  from  those  in  1904. 

unitei   Kingdom    2,561        9,592,387       2,778       10,423,610  1  his  change  has  materially  affected  the  relative  ciuan- 

Germany    600  2,381,681  635  2,563,749  .    .  ^     i  •  ^ 

Netherlands     251  800,950  259  854,561  titles    of    the    variOUS    products. 

France      231  802,100  240  833,099  t,,  ,  r    en         n  1  i  r    -n  •       .,.• 

Austria--Hungary    148  519,772  191  642.826  i  he  number  of  50-galion  barrels  of  illuminating 

\%l^^  ■' W         \\\  III  ?|  "^ilili  oils  produced  was  38,468,494  in   1909  and  27,135,094 

jf"'f'?  '■;■':'■••■'•••••'■'•'■■   di  T^i-ltl  ^^l  ^"^iiV;^  in   1904,  an   increase  of   11,333,400  barrels,   or  42  per 

United     States '30  105,793  -  8  8.99li  ,    ,       .       .,        „  ,  „„  ,   -„„    .       .  „ L     „„    . ,       . 

All  other  countries  178         417,525  160  397,633  cent ;  of  fuel  oils,  34,034,57/  In  1909  and  7,209,428  in 

Total 4,239      15,407,527       4,533       16,581,898  1904,    an   increase   of  26,825,149   barrels,   or   372   pur 

'Including    27    "war    ships,    tonnage    103,324.  ,    4.      ..,r  i    -u    ;       i.'  •!        ^f\'7^^  ooc    '       1  nnn  i    ^  if\o 

=  inciudiri   4   war   ships,   tonnale   5,851.  cent;  of  lubricating  oils,  10,745,885  m  1909  and  6,298,- 

Of  the  total  tonnage  for  1910,  that  of  merchant  251  in  1904,  an  increase  of  4,447,634  barrels,  or  71  per 

vessels  totaled  11,816,945  tons,  mail  steamers  3,990,817  cent;  of  lubricating  and  other  greases,  138,302  in  1909 

tons,    war   ships    112,846   tons,    Government-chartered  ^"d  202,439  in   1904,  a  decrease  of  64,137  barrels,  or 

vessels  158,097,  and  vessels  in  ballast  503,193  tons.  ^"  P^r  cent;  of  naphtha  and  gasoline,    11,903,159  in 

1909  and  5,811,289  in   1904,  an  increase  of  6,091,870 

„ „  ,  barrels,  or  105  per  cent ;  and  of  paraffin  wax,  946,830 

PRODUCTION  OF  PIG  IRON  BY  ELECTRICITY  -^^  ^g^^  ^^^  794,068  in  1904,  an  increase  of  152,762  bar- 

Consular  reports   from   Sweden   give  some   inter-  lels,  or   19  per  cent. 

esting  figures  on  the  production  of  pig  iron  by  elec-  

tricity.  LATEST  TRIUMPH  OF  ELECTRICITY. 

The   manufacturers   of   the   electric    furnace   used  jlie  Electrical  Enoineer  of  London  details  an  in- 

in  the   co-operative   experiments   at   Trollhattan   state  teresting  account   of  the   latest   triumph   of  the   elec- 

that  the   number  of  kilowatt   hours   required   for   the  trical    art    among     the     far-off     Brahmans.      Famous 

production  of  1   metric  ton  of  pig  iron  is,  of  course,  Hindu    pundets    have    sat     in     solemn     conclave    at 

higher  for  the  poorer  than  for  the  richer  ores.     The  Calcutta    to    determine    whether    the    sanctity    of   the 

following  approximate  figures  are  given  as  an  average  famous  Temple  of  Kali   would   be   imperilled  by  the 

(metric  ton  =  2,204.6  pounds)  :     For  reduction  of  ore  introduction   therein    of   electric    light,    and   after   nu- 

of  60  per  cent  iron   content,  2,100  to  2,200   kilowatt  serous   sessions,    during   which    with    scholarly   thor- 

hours  per  metric  ton ;  55  per  cent  iron  content,  2,200  oughness  the  whole  question  was  debated  from  every 

to  2,300  kilowatt  hours  per  ton ;  50  per  cent  iron  con-  point  of  view,  pundets  and  priests  have  decided  with 

tent,  2,350  to  2,450  kilowatt  hours  per  ton.  complete  unanimity  that  the  ions  will  carry  v/ith  them 

The  quality,  by  weight,  of  carbon  electrodes  con-  no  contaminating  influence.     So  Kali-Ma,  oldest  and 

sumed  in  the  production  of  1  ton  of  pig  iron  has  been  most  potent  of  goddesses  in  the  Hindu  Pantheon,  will 

ascertained  to  be  about  10  kilos  gross   (including  the  in  future  be  worshipped  in  the  light  of  the  twentieth 

electrode  butts,  which  can  not  be  used),  but  5.27  kilos  century,   and    the    mysterious  twilight   in   which   she 

net   (kilo  =  2.2  pounds).     With  the  round  electrodes,  has  dwelt  for  so  many  centuries  will  be  dissipated  by 

capable   of  being  connected   with   a   scarf  joint,   now  metal    filament    lamps. 

used  at  Trollhattan,  the  gross  consumption  will  prob-  

ably  be  about  6  kilos.  AN    EXPERIENCE    WHICH    PRODUCES    A 

The  cdnsumption  of  charcoal  varies  from  20  to  23  SMILE 
hectoliters  (57  to  65  bushels)  per  ton  of  pig  iron,  the              The    following    experience    was    related    at    the 
lower   figure   being   for   iron   containing   little   carbon  Pacific  Coast  Gas  Association  Oakland  Convention: 
and  the  higher  for  gray  iron.     For  coke,  which  may             a  demand  was  made  on  the  office  of  a  gas  com- 
be used  to  the  same  advantage  as  charcoal,  the  con-  pany  for  the  installation  of  a  gas  meter.     The  office 
sumption  should  be  calculated  at  320  to  360  kilos.  requested   the  usual   deposit   of"  five   dollars  from   the 

At   a   furnace   of   2500   horsepower,    10   hours    of  prospective  consumer,  who  instantly  refused  the  pav- 

labor  are  required  per  ton  of  pig  iron,  but  if  the  fur-  nient  of  same.  * 

nace    is    larger,    for   instance    3500    horsepower,    or    if  There  appears  to  be  a  law  that  meters  must  be 

several    furnaces   are   worked   at   the   same   time,    the  set  on  request,  within  a  certain  time.     The  company 
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was  quite  unwilling  to  open  an  account  with  this 
part}'  unless  some  guarantee  of  payment  was  given, 
as  he  was  known  to  be  evasive  and  indifferent  to  col- 
lectors. The  party  had  demanded  a  meter  in  writing, 
so  it  seemed  up  to  the  company.  A  prepayment 
meter  was  set.  '  Then  the  party  took  up  the  ques- 
tion of  payment  in  advance,  and  held  that  we  could 
not  collect  until  after  the  goods  were  delivered.  It 
now  looked  like  our  party  had  it  on  us;  but  not  quite, 
for  the  prepa)-  was  left  connected  and  the  company 
dropped  in  the  first  quarter,  thus  giving  the  party  25 
cents  worth  of  gas.  Our  party  found  no  legal  objec- 
tion to  this  method  of  service. 


to  the  population  of  the  cities,  towns,  and  villages  as 
a  direct  result  of  the  Government  work. 


NILE  SUDD  AS  FUEL. 

As  a  result  of  the  experiments  which  have  been 
carried  on  in  Europe  and  the  Sudan  during  the  last 
three  or  four  years,  says  the  Egyptian  Gazette,  the 
Sudan  Government  has  definitely  granted  a  conces- 
sion, conferring  a  monopoly  for  the  manufacture  of 
solid  fuel  from  sudd  for  17  years.  The  government  is 
to  receive  10  per  cent  rebate  on  all  fuel  supplied  at  the 
price  charged  to  public  consumers.  The  government 
is  further  to  receive  a  dead  rent  of  $1,250  pr  annum, 
or  a  commission  of  5  per  cent  on  the  net  profits  of  the 
company,  whichever  shall  be  the  greater.  The  govern- 
ment has  allocated  to  the  concessionaires  the  first  150 
kilometers  (93  miles)  of  the  Bthr  el  Gebel,  starting 
from  Lake  No,  in  which  they  are  to  have  the  sole  right 
of  cutting  papyrus,  um-soof,  and  other  aquatic  growth 
constituling  what  is  commonly  known  as  sudd.  The 
government  further  gives  a  site  of  25  acres  for  the 
purpose  of  erecting  a  factory,  etc.,  in  any  place  which 
may  be  selected  by  the  concessionaires,  where  such 
land  may  be  available.  The  concession  provides  that 
the  concessionaires  shall  supply  the  needs  of  all  gov- 
ernment services  in  preference  to  private  consumers, 
and  stipulates  for  a  minimum  output  of  25,000  tons  per 
annum.  It  is  understood  that  the  plant  to  be  put  down 
is  to  have  an  output  of  double  that  amount. 


WORK  OF  RECLAMATION  SERVICE. 

Progress  has  been  rapid  and  the  activities  of  the 
bureau  have  been  extended  to  28  projects,  which  to 
date  involve  the  expenditure  of  approximately  $59,- 
580,000  in  the  United  States  proper. 

In  the  eight  years  of  its  work  the  service  has  built 
5967  miles  of  canals,  many  of  which  carry  whole  rivers. 
It  has  excavated  19  miles  of  tunnels  and  built  24,235 
canal  structures  and  2,193  bridges.  It  has  completed 
three  of  the  highest  dams  in  the  world.  Its  excavations 
of  rock  and  earth  amount  to  the  enormous  total  of 
73.666,000  cubic  yards.  Its  roads  have  a  total  length 
of  570  miles;  telephones,  1,694  miles;  levees,  75  miles. 
It  has  purchased  905,682  barrels  of  cement  and  has 
manufactured  in  its  own  mill  340,000  barrels. 

As  a  result  of  its  work  water  is  available  for  1,086,- 
000  acres  of  land.  The  gross  value  of  crops  produced 
on  the  lands  irrigated  by  the  Government  projects  in 
1910  was  $20,000,000.  As  a  result  of  the  work  of  the 
Government  it  is  estimated  that  land  values  have  in- 
creased more  than  $105,800,000. 

Approximately  14,000  families  are  now  residing 
on  farms  which  are  being  watered  bv  the  Government 
canals.     Not  less  than  25,000  people  have  been  added 


COMPRESSED  AIR  IN  MINES  OF  BUTTE.. 

According  to  facts  recently  published,  the  copper 
mines  of  Butte,  ilontana,  are  to-day  producing  copper 
cheaper  than  at  any  time  in  their  history.  This  has 
been  brought  about  by  the  introduction  of  many  econ- 
omies in  operation. 

Compressed  air  in  the  hoisting  operations,  elec- 
tricity being  the  power  employed,  has  made  a  material 
reduction  in  costs ;  while  electric  haulage  underground 
and  the  substitution  of  electric  power  for  steam  in 
the  operation  of  the  pumps,  has  effected  other  sav- 
ings. The  saving  effected  in  this  way,  as  against 
steam,  has  been  placed  by  local  authorities  at  thirty- 
five  per  cent,  some  have  placed  it  even  higlier. 

ELECTRICAL  ENTERPRISE  IN  ARGENTINA. 

An  engineer  named  Edwards  has  asked  the  Fed- 
eral Senate  to  grant  him  a  concession  for  constructing 
various  cable  railways  in  various  parts  of  Argentina 
from  Buenos  Ayres  to  Rio  Negro  and  from  Patagones 
to  Ente  Rios.  The  concession  is  to  comprise  many 
subsidiary  undertakings,  including  the  generation  and 
suppl)'  of  electric  power  and  the  construction  of  grain 
elevators  on  the  bank  of  the  River  Plata.  The  peti- 
tioner agrees  to  sign  the  contract  for  the  construction 
of  the  work  within  six  months  from  the  date  on  which 
the  law  authorizing  it  is  promulgated. 


POWER  RATES  FOR  PUMPING. 

Word  is  received  from  Southern  California  that 
the  Southern  California  Edison  Company  has  revised 
its  rates  for  pumping  since  the  opening  up  of  their 
new  Long  Beach  plant.  From  midnight  to  6:00  a.  m. 
at  the  municipal  pumping  stations,  the  rate  will  be 
one  cent  per  kilowatt  hour;  from  6:00  a.  .m.  to  5:00 
p.  m.  1.33  cents  per  kilowatt-hour,  this  rate  also  being 
in  force  from  9:00  p.  m.  to  midnight;  from  5:00  p.  m. 
to  9 :00  p.  m.  two  cents  per  kilowatt  hour. 


BIDS  FOR  MANILA  GAS  FRANCHISE. 

Advertisements  for  bids  for  the  gas  franchise  for 
the  city  of  Manila  were  issued  on  September  16.  Ten- 
ders will  be  received  until  December  18.  1911.  .\ 
copy  of  the  Philippine  law  proN-iding  for  the  granting 
of  the  gas  franchise,  as  passed  by  the  legislature  at 
Manila,  has  been  received  by  the  Bureau  of  Man- 
ufactures, and  will  be  loaned  to  interested  firms.  The 
franchise  is  for  50  vears. 


COMMERCIAL   WOODS   OF  THE  UNITED 
STATES. 

The  second  series  of  this  interesting  group  of  in- 
vestigations has  just  been  published  by  the  Forest 
Service.  The  bulletin,  which  is  No.  99  of  the  U.  S. 
Department  of  Agriculture  covers  the  study  of  pines. 


A   WESTERN   HIGH   PRESSURE   PLANT. 

A  hydroelectric  plant  which  is  to  be  constructed 
for  the  municipality  of  Penticton,  B.  C.  will  operate 
under  a  static  head  of  2115  feet,  the  effective  head 
being  computed  as  something  over  2000  ft. 
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Where  to  Buy 

it  in 

the  West 


Someone  has  said  that  old  Jonah,  as  he  was  tak- 
ing his  aerial  journey  shoreward  must  have  sarcastic- 
ally remarked  to  the  whale: 
"Well,  old  fellow,  you  can't  keep 
a  good  man  down."  And  so  it  is 
in  the  West  with  enterprise  born 
or  boosted  on  the  Pacific  Slope. 
The  aggressive  spirit  there  engendered  cannot  be 
downed. 

A  new  country  is  made  by  the  cooperation  of  its 
citizens.  As  the  secondary  coils  of  the  transformer 
throb  and  breathe  with  the  quivering  life-giving  ener- 
gies that  pulsate  from  the  primary  coils,  so  our  in- 
dustries— nay  even  our  very  material  prosperity  and 
happiness  pulsate  and  throb  with  the  nurture  and 
nourishment  of  western  spirit.  "Hang  together  or  hang 
se|)ara:tely,"  though  a  motto  of  the  highwayman  of  vig- 
ilante days,  has  even  a  stronger,  fuller  meaning  in 
the  new  era  now  before  the  West. 

Some  issues  back  the  Journal  started  a  listing 
in  us  columns  of  "Where  to  Buy  It  in  the  West."  The 
listing  is  intended  to  detail  the  local  houses  through- 
out the  West  where  various  classifications  of  stand- 
ard specialties  may  be  obtained.  The  spontaneous  and 
whole-souled  support  with  which  our  efforts  have 
been  met  is  certainly  indicative  of  the  fact  that  the 
heart-string  of  the  west  has  been  reached  in  the  sat- 
isfaction of  a  long  felt  want. 

While  engineers  come  and  engineers  go,  and  com- 
missions still  figure  Depreciation  we  want  at  this 
time  to  expess  our  heartfelt  Appreciation. 


Power 

Plant 

Visitation 

\'ision     of    the 
sion   taken   up 


The  larger  manufacturing  concerns  with  their 
power  plants  in  educational  centers,  have  of  late 
fairly  swarmed  with  engineering 
students  from  Western  universi- 
ties. The  idea  is  a  capital  one. 
It  gives  the  student  an  enlarged 
engineering  world,  clinches  discus- 
in  the  lecture  room,  and  incidentally 
gives  the  power  plant  operator  a  taste  of  the  student 
side  of  engineering  life  not  the  least  part  of  which 
is  the  impression  of  amazement  left  in  the  operator's 
mind  as  to  how  one  small  human  brain  can  contrive 
so  many  questions  in  so  brief  a  period  of  time. 

The  question  of  visitation  is  important,  however, 
not  alone  to  the  university  student.  The  professional 
engineer  who  crawls  into  his  shell  day  in  and  day  out, 
neglecting  to  see  the  progress  in  design  made  by  his 
competitors,  is  liable  some  day  to  be  left  behind  in  the 
onward  progress  of  events,  and  though  he  may  sto- 
ically declare,  as  does  the  lost  Montana  Flathead— 
"Injun  no  lost,  tepee  lost" —  he  will  awaken  some  day 
to  find  that  the  world  at  large  considers  him  in  the 
class  of  yesterday. 

The  interesting  part  of  engineering  life  is  that 
ideas  and  designs,  like  fashions,  are  constantly  chang- 
ing. Mental  and  material  junk,  composed  largely  of 
the  most  brilliant  ideas  and  design  of  yesterday,  are 
today  heaping  high.  The  difference  between  the  engi- 
neer and  his  brother  laborer  who  pushes  the  truck 
back  and  forth  in  unloading  the  cargo,  is  that,  while 
both  find  exquisite  enjoyment  in  the  "continual  round 
of  pleasure"  involved,   the  round   of  pleasure   of  the 
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engineer  does  not  necessitate  such  a  literal  interpre- 
tation, but  daily — yes,  even  hourly — changes  to  new 
field  of  endeavor  and  experiences. 


The  Call 
of  the 
Engineer 

cient      history, 


In  the  early  classification  of  the  various  engineer- 
ing professions,  but  two  distinct  branches  were  re- 
cognized, and  the  expert  so  en- 
gaged was  known  as  either  a  mili- 
tary or  civil  engineer.  In  fact, 
going  still  further  back  into  an- 
we  find  only  one  classification, 
and  usually  the  engineeer  of  ancient  times  was 
known  simply  as  a  mathematician.  Hundreds  of 
years  before  the  Christian  era,  the  city  of 
Syracuse  put  up  its  stubborn  defense  covering  years 
of  siege  by  an  obstinate  enemy.  Upon  closer  examina- 
tion into  the  reasons  as  to  how  a  city  could  withstand 
the  long  period  of  onslaught  by  apparently  overwhelm- 
ing odds,  we  find  that  it  was  due  to  the  brains  and  de- 
sign of  that  ancient  giant  mathematician,  Archimedes,-  the  rigid  inspection  and  control  of  government  com- 
who  playfully  announced  that  he  could,  with  his  levers,      missions. 


should  run  their  nwn  business  affairs. 
Throughout  the  ages  the  man  who  has  been  jnit  in 
such  a  position  that  it  is  his  function  to  deal  out  jus- 
tice to  his  fellow  men  has  been  universally  recognized 
as  occupying  the  highest  calling  within  the  gift  of  his 
fellows.  Such  a  calling  is  so  high,  so  broad,  and  so 
humanitarian,  no  other  profession  is  worthy  to  touch 
the  hem  of  its  garment. 

California,  Washington,  Oregon,  Utah  and 
Nevada  have  reecntly  passed  several  constitu- 
tional amendments,  which  put  the  very  life  and  well- 
being  of  her  public  service  corporations  into  the  hands 
of  the  State  Railroad  Commissioners.  It  requires  little 
stretch  of  imagination  to  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
in  the  not-far-distant  future,  practically  every  corpora- 
tion, whether  serving  the  public  in  the  way  of  fur- 
nishing water,  heat,  electricity,  transportation,  or  en- 
gaged in  furnishing  the  great  supplies  of  foodstuffs, 
such  as  coffee,  sugar,  flour,  and  the  like  will  be  under 


move  the  whole  universe  if  he  could  onh^  find  a  place 
upon  which  he  could  rest  them. 

When,  in  spite  of  the  powerful  stone-hurling  ma- 
chines that  he  had  invented,  the  enemy,  after  A^ears  of 
siege,  finally  in  triumph  entered  the  fallen  city,  Arch- 
imedes was  found  drawing  his  designs  in  the  sand. 
Ftirthermore,  history  tells  us  that  he  wrathfully  re- 
sented, perhaps  in  words  bordering  on  modern  force- 
ful engineering  vocabulary,  the  interference  of  a  sol- 
dier, who  interrupted  the  working  out  of  these  de- 
signs. We  can  imagine  that  every  scornful,  brow- 
beating expression  of  the  modern  chief  draftsman 
was  made  use  of  by  this  ancient  designer  in  ordering 
the  intruder  not  to  "disturb  his  circles.." 

Be  this  as  it  may,  the  incident  is  instructive  to 
those  who  are  studying  the  progress  of  the  engineer- 
ing profession.  This  early  idea  that  the  engineer 
is  first  of  all  a  mathematician,  then  a  recluse  designer, 
is  on  the  verge  of  a  transformation  so  complete,  so  rev- 
olutionary, that  young  engineers,  entertaining  a  future 
career  in  their  profession  and  dreaming  along  lines  of 
former  views  of  what  a  career  leads  to,  had  better 
explode  a  keg  of  dynamite  and  wake  up,  or  theirs 
will  be  the  field  occupied  by  the  hundred  dollar-a- 
month  men,  and  perhaps  some  day  some  apparently 
rough  soldier  brother,  who  has  early  recognized  the 
higher  plane  to  be  attained  in  the  profession,  mav  come 
along,  "disturb  the  circles,"  cut  off  his  head,  and  put 
a  niore  aggressive  chap  in  the  place  so  long  occupied. 

In  a  word,  the  call  of  the  engineer  for  the  future 
is  i)roader  than  that  of  the  mere  mathematician,  de- 
signer, or  operator.  Our  entire  country  is  awakening 
to  new  ideas  of  property  rights  and  property  interests. 
New  ideas  as  to  what  are  just  and  proper  relations  to 
be  maintained  between  the  great  public  service  corpor- 
ations on  the  one  hand  and  the  people  on  the  other. 
New  ideas  as  to  how  rates  are  to  be  made,  appraise- 
ments computed,  and  even  new  ideas  as  to  how  the 


The  question  then  arises  as  to  who  is  to  be  the 
educated,  fearless,  justice-giving  personage  that  is  to 
de?i  out  carefully  balanced  decrees  to  all  sides  of  the 
impending  controversies.  The  lawyer  certainly  can 
net  do  it.  for  while  his  high  strung,  sensitive  instincts 
pick  technicalities  and  refined  meanings  of  man-made 
statutes  as  quickly  as  the  armature  of  the  motor  re- 
sponds to  the  current-enlivened  magnetic  field,  he  has 
at  best  only  a  limited  knowledge  of  the  laws  that 
nature  has  made  in  the  design  of  that  magnetic  field, 
and  consequently  can  never  with  proper  delicacy  solve 
the  commercial  problems  resulting  from  these  laws. 
Again'  an  accountant  or  auditor  can  not  do  it,  for  while 
his  3'ears  of  technical  grinding  into  costs  and  system- 
atic detailing  and  listing  of  every  expense  of  main- 
tenance and  operation,  hold  the  uninitiated  spell-bound 
with  the  rapidit}'  with  which  facts  and  figures  can 
be  handled,  yet  his  ignorance  of  the  great  laws  which 
go  to  build  up  the  engineering  industry  deprive  him 
of  that  delicacy  in  judgment  required  in  weighing 
depreciation  which  comes  alone  to  the  engineer  versed 
in  the  art  through  years  of  practice  and  studv  in  his 
profession. 

And  so  it  is,  the  delicate  task  must  be  left  solely 
to  the  engineer  of  the  future.  Our  engineers  will  do 
well  to  early  realize  the  high  duties  ahead.  No  half- 
baked  ideas  on  depreciation  can  ever  win  for  them  the 
commendation  of  all  concerned.  Afinerva.  the  goddess 
of  Wisdom,  is  said  to  have  sjirung  from  the  brain  of 
Jupiter  full-grown  and  full-armed,  but  ours  must  be 
a  struggle  of  development.  Let  us,  then,  as  engineers. 
pu1  forth  renewed  effort  to  meet  the  high  calling  ahead 
for  us,  and  in  this  educative  effort,  let  us  sprinkle 
a  liberal  seasoning  of  the  golden  rule  idea,  not  as  some 
would  make  it,  "Do  others,  or  others  will  do  you,"  but 
rather  let  us  learn  to  weigh  our  decisions  from  the 
inner  recesses  of  the  human  heart,  and  the  greatest  tri- 
umph of  any  profession  is  in  store  for  the  new  call 
of  the  engineer. 
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PERSONALS. 

Henrj'  L.  Scott,  president  of  the  Pacific  Telephone  & 
Telegraph  Company,  is  at  New  York. 

A.  Costas,  an  electrical  engineer  of  Mill  River,  Oregon, 
visited  Portland  on  a  short  business  trip  recently. 

W.  L.  Goodwin,  manager  of  the  Pacific  States  Electric 
Cninpan.,  has  returned  to  San  Francisco  from  a  business  trip 
lo  Los  Angeles. 

F.  A.  Nash,  president  of  the  Omaha  Electric  Light  & 
Power  Company,  is  at  San  Francisco  on  a  trip  covering  the 
Pacific   Coast. 

P.  L.  Thomson,  formerly  '  manager  of  the  Western 
Electric  Company's  Pittsburg  house,  has  been  appointed  ad- 
vertising manager. 

F.  S.  Hurst,  sales  engineer  with  Pierson,  Roeding  &  Co., 
has  returned  to  San  P'rancisco,  after  a  month's  visit  to 
Southern   California. 

Mortimer  Fleishacker,  the  well-known  banker  and  power 
magnate,  Is  again  at  his  Western  headquarters  after  a  recent 
business  trip  through  the  Bast. 

H.  Bostwick,  secretary  to  the  President  of  the  Pacific 
Gas  &  Electric  Company,  has  returned  to  San  Francisco  after 
a   flying  trip  to  Honolulu,   T.   H. 

Thomas  Mirk,  of  Hunt,  Mirk  &  Co.,  has  returned  to  San 
Francisco  after  visiting  Southern  California  points  in  connec- 
tion with  new  contracts  secured. 

H.  V.  Carter,  president  of  the  Pacific  States  Electric  Com- 
pany, has  returned  from  a  six-day  excursion  through  the  min- 
ing districts  of  Northern  California 

F.  H.  Poss,  manager  of  the  Pacific  Coast  department 
of  the  Holophane  Company,  has  returned  to  San  Francisco 
after  a  business  trip  to  Los  Angeles. 

B.  F.  Kierulff,  Jr.,  of  Los  Angeles,  is  visiting  the  Eastern 
factories  of  the  several  electrical  manufacturers  for  whom  his 
company  is  the  Pacific  Coast  representative. 

Homer  McNutt,  manager  of  the  San  Diego  Electric  Railway 
Co.,  has  returned  to  San  Diego  from  the  American  Electric 
Railway  Association  convention  at  Atlantic  City. 

Robert  L.  .Jaynes,  of  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  was  elected  Jupiter  of 
the  Rejuvenated  Sons  of  Jove  at  the  annual  meeting  at  Denver, 
Colorado,  at  the  time  of  the  Denver  Electric  Show. 

H.  A.  Lardner,  manager  of  the  Pacific  Coast  branch  of 
J.  G.  WTiite  &  Co.,  of  New  York,  has  returned  to  San  EYan- 
cisco  after  spending  about  two  months  on  the  Atlantic  Coast. 

H.  D.  Donnell,  agent  for  the  Safety  Car  Heating  &  Light- 
ing Company,  has  returned  to  his  San  Francisco  office  after 
a  trip  to  Portland,  where  he  found  business  conditions  active 
in  his   lines. 

J.  J.  Youd,  electrical  engineer  for  the  Mariposa  Commer- 
cial &  Mining  Co.'s  hydro-electric  plant  at  Bagby,  California, 
has  just  completed  a  $10,000  repair  job  on  the  company's  dam 
at  that  place. 

J.  B.  Ingersoll,  formerly  electrical  engineer  with  the 
Spokane  &  Inland  Empire  Railroad  Co.,  at  Spokane,  Wash., 
is  now  electrical  engineer  with  the  British  Columbia  Electric 
Co.,  at  Vanvouver,  B.  C. 

G.  R.  Murphy,  manager  of  the  storage  battery  department 
Pierson  Roeding  &  Co.,  left  for  Philadelphia  October  24th  to 
attend  the  annual  meeting  of  the  district  sales  managers  for 
the  ';inctiic  Storage  Battery  Company. 

P.  M.  Downing,  engineer  of  operation  and  maintenance 
of  the  Pacific  Gas  &  Electric  Company,  is  making  a  visitation 
cf  the  hydroelectric  p'ants  of  the  system,  in  company  with 
J.  H.  Wise,  the  assistant  general  manager. 


Robert  Sibley,  editor  of  the  Journal  of  Electricity,  Power 
and  Gas,  is  attending  the  California  Municipalities  League 
raeeting  at  Santa  Barbara,  after  which  he  will  make  a  short 
visit  at  Los  Angeles  before  returning  north. 

James  Irvine,  formerly  Pacific  Coast  representative  of  the 
Central  Electric  Co.,  of  Chicago,  has  bought  a  large  interest 
in  the  Lorbeer  Electric  Supply  Co.,  of  Los  Angeles,  and  San 
Francisco,  making  his  headquarters  at  Los  Angeles. 

John  M.  Moran,  president  of  the  Moran  Engineering  Com- 
pany of  Seattle,  has  returned  after  a  three  weeks'  business 
and  pleasure  trip  East.  Mr.  Moran's  itinerary  included  Mil- 
waukee, Chicago,  Doming,  Ohio,  and  New  York  City. 

Franz  Kammann,  a  hydraulic  engineer  from  Austria,  is 
examining  various  hydro^electric  plants  in  the  West.  After 
going  through  the  various  plants  of  the  Washington  Water 
Power  Co.,  at  Spokane,  he  left  for  California  by  way  of  Port- 
land. 

H.  F.  Wheeler  has  resigned  as  superintendent  of  distribu- 
tion for  the  Spokane  Falls  Gas  Light  Co.,  Spokane,  Wash.,  to 
become  general  superintendent  of  the  gas  works  at  Hattis- 
burg.  Miss. 

A.  C.  Sprout  has  returned  to  his  San  Francisco  office  for 
"a  short  stay,  after  spending  several  months  in  Northern  Cali- 
fornia for  the  Siskiyou  Electric  Power  &  Light  Company, 
as  electrical  engineer  in  charge  of  the  work  on  the  Klamath 
River  development. 

B.  E.  Dudley,  sales  manager  of  the  Chicago  office  of  the 
Lombard  Governor  Company,  for  which  Pierson  Roeding  & 
Co.,  aie  I'acific  Coast  agents,  is  at  San  Francisco  in  connec- 
tion wiih  the  bids  on  the  hydro-electric  plant  of  the  Los 
Anf'les  ciqueduct  project. 

Sidney  R.  Inch,  manager  of  the  Missoula  Light  &  Power 
Co.,  is  again  back  superintending  his  Montana  duties  after  an 
enjoyable  60-day  rejuvination  abroad.  Mr.  Inch  has  not  been 
lo  England,  his  old  home,  for  ten  years,  consequently  the  long- 
looked-for  treat  was  enjoyed  to  the  utmost. 

Alexander  McAdie,  professor  of  the  TJ.  S.  Weather  Service 
for  the  Western  division,  has  added  one  additional  factor  in 
aiding  maritime  progi'ess  on  the  coast  by  sending  out  weather 
forecasts  each  morning  at  nine  o'clock  by  wireless,  which 
reach  vessels  at  sea  within  a  radius  of  six  hundred  miles. 

J.  B.  Birdsall,  assistant  to  the  general  manager,  and  C. 
E.  Lane,  assistant  to  the  chief  draftsman  of  the  Union  Iron 
Works,  were  the  courteous  guides  for  the  recent  visitation 
of  the  Mechanical  and  Electrical  Engineering  students  of  the 
University  of  California  at  the  company's  works  in  San 
Francisco. 

Delos  A.  Chappell,  president  of  the  Southern  Sierra  Power 
Company,  has  been  spending  some  days  at  San  FVancisco  on 
business  connected  with  the  early  construction  of  a  250-mile 
steel  tower  line  from  Bishop  to  San  Bernardino.  Power  will 
be  transmitted  from  a  new  hydro-electric  plant,  and  a  steam 
lelay  station  will  also  be  installed  at  the  latter  city. 

P.  X.  Cleary  has  resigned  his  position  as  advertising 
manager  for  the  Western  Electric  Company,  to  engage  in 
special  advertising  and  sales  promotion  service.  Mr.  Cleary's 
long  service  as  salesman,  sales  manager,  and  advertising 
manager  has  given  him  a  wide  experience  and  acquaintance- 
ship in  the  electrical  field,  which  will  continue  to  be  his  line 
of  future  effort. 

Bion  J.  Arnold  has  been  formally  retained  by  the  Board 
of  Supervisors  of  San  Francisco  to  investigate  the  local 
street  railway  lines  and  render  a  comprehensive  report  on 
the  traffic  situation.  Mr.  Arnold  will  receive  a  retainer  of  $2500 
and  $250  a  day  while  actually  at  work  on  the  city's  problems, 
including  the  relief  of  the  street  car  congestion  and  the  out- 
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lining  of  the  city's  future  street  railway  development.  The 
best  method  for  the  con^.pletion  cf  the  Geary  street  electric 
rcilway  and  the  laying  out  of  a  comprehensive  system  of 
municipal  lines  for  the  fuUire  will  also  be  considered. 

George  L.  Davis,  chief  engineer  of  the  Pacific  Railway 
(Si  Navigation  Company  of  Portland,  with  Mrs.  Davis,  re- 
turned recently  from  California,  where  they  spent  more  than 
two  months.  Mr.  Davis,  who  went  away  on  leave  of  ab- 
sence because  of  illness,  has  recovered  his  health  completely 
and  has  resumed  his  former  position.  While  in  California 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davis  visited  San  Diego,  Los  Angeles  and  San 
Francisco. 


Artesian  wells  are  being  driven  on  the  premises  to  furnish 
water  for  the  water-tube  boilers.  F.  T.  Billings,  who  is  in- 
terested in  the  company,  estimates  the  total  expenditure  on 
steam  plant  and  distributing  system  to  reach  $250,000. 


OBITUARY. 

Robert  Mather,  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of 
the  Westinghouse  Electric  &  Mfg  Co.,  died  at  his  home  at 
New  York  City.  October  24.  Mr.  Mather  visited  San  Fran- 
cisco last  September  while  on  a  tour  of  the  Pacific  Coast. 


ELECTRICAL    CONTRACTORS'    NOTES. 
Harry   Tittle,   manager  of  the   .John   G.   Sutton  electrical 
department,    arrived   from    Vancouver    Sunday   night. 

The  National  Electric  Company  have  been  awarded  a 
job  of  wiring  for  Mrs.  Emma  Ferris,  on  Market  street,  be- 
tween   Fifth    and    Sixth. 

The  Butte  Engineering  &  Electrical  Company  have  been 
awarded  the  electrical  work  for  the  Crocker  Hotel  on  Mis- 
sion street,  between  Third  and  Fourth. 

Geo.  Dufflield,  organizer  for  the  National  Electrical  Con- 
tractors' Association,  has  spent  the  past  ten  days  in  San  Fran- 
cisco and  the  vicinity,  talking  to  the  contractors  about  Na- 
tional  organization. 

In  speaking  of  the  California  Contractors'  Association 
lie  says  that  it  is  well  organized  and  ranks  with  New  York 
and  Illinois,  which  both  have  large  organizations.  Mr.  Duf- 
field  leaves  for  the  southern  part  of  the  State  Friday  morn- 
ing. 

In  company  with  W.  S.  Hanbridge,  State  Secretary  of 
the  California  Association  of  Electrical  Contractors,  Mr. 
Duffiield  has  visited  San  Jose,  Palo  Alto,  Oakland,  Santa 
Rosa,  Sacramento  and  Stockton.  He  has  obtained  a  great 
many  new  members  for  the  National  body  and  reports  that 
a  great  deal  of  good  work  is  being  done  in  the  East  in 
getting  lighting  companies  to  cut  out  wiring  at  cost  and 
a'.so  to  better  the  contractors'  conditions  generally. 


TRADE   NOTES. 

•  The  Siskiyou  Electric  Power  &  Lighting  Company,  Yreka, 
Cal.,  has  ordered  from  the  General  Electric  Company  three 
300  kw.  and  two  .500  kw.  water  cooled,  and  two  300  kw.  oil 
cooled  60,000-volt  transformers  and  a  switchboard. 

R.  F.  Oakes,  president  of  the  American  Ever-Ready  Bat- 
tery Comi)any,  states  that  since  additional  machinery  has 
been  installed  the  capacity  of  the  San  Francisco  factory  has 
been  increased  to  two  carloads  of  batteries  each  day.  Addi- 
lional  ground  has  been  leased  in  the  rear  of  the  factory  to 
provide  increased  floor  space  for  manufacturing  and  ware- 
l.'ouse  purposes. 

Hunt,  Mirk  &  Co.,  who  were  recently  awarded  a  contract 
for  a  complete  electric  power  plant,  to  be  operated  with  oil 
fuel,  by  the  Tulare  County  Power  Company,  have  just  com- 
menced work  at  the  site  of  the  brick  power  station,  which  will' 
cover  an  area  of  55x60  feet.  Westinghouse-Parsons  turbo 
generator  equipment,  with  a  capacity  of  .3000  horsepower,  is 
to  be  installed  at  Tulare.  •  This  plant  is  to  be  completed  next 
April    and    then    a   hydro-electric    plant   will    be    commenced. 


MEETING   NOTICE. 

The  correct  date  of  the  National  Mine  Safety  Demonstration 
is  October  30  and  31. 


THE    CALIFORNIA    MUNICIPALITIES    LEAGUE    MEETING. 

The  following  partial  program  of  the  California  Munici- 
palities League  carried  out  during  the  past  week  at  Santa 
Barbara  is  of  interest  to  the  engineering  world  and  proved 
of  much  interest  and  profit  to  those  hearing  the  papers  and 
discussion. 

Wednesday,  October  25,  1911,  9  o'clock  a.  m.,  department 
of  engineers,  councilmen  and  street  superintendents.  "Mu- 
nicipal Lighting  Plants,"  Prof.  C.  L.  Cory,  University  of 
California.  (Impromptu  discussion  by  delegates).  "Water 
Supplies  for  Small  Cities,"  Prof.  C.  D.  Marx,  Stanford  uni- 
versity, and  president  board  of  works  of  Palo  Alto.  (Im- 
promptu discussion  by  delegates).  "Purification  of  Water 
Supplies,"  Prof.  Charles  Gilman  Hyde,  University  of  Cali- 
fornia. (Impromptu  discussion  by  delegates:  "Conditions 
Affecting  Municipal  Water  Plants  in  Central  California," 
Frederick  C.  Roberts.  (Impromptu  discussion  by  delegates). 
"Franchise  Under  the  New  Constitutional  Amendment,"  Percy 
V.  Long,  city  attorney  of  San  Francisco.  (Impromptu  discus- 
sion  by   delegates). 

Thuisday,  October  26,  1911,  9  o'clock  a.  m.,  department  ol' 
engineers,  councilmen  and  street  superintendents.  "The  Im- 
portance of  Proper  Sewage  Disposal,  With  a  Reference  to 
the  Imihoff  Tank,"  C.  E.  Grunsky,  civil  engineer  of  San  Fran- 
cisco. (Impromptu  discussion  by  the  delegates).  "The  Use 
of  Vitrified  Sewer  Pipe,"  Prof.  Fred  H.  Tibbetts.  (Im- 
promptu discussion  by  delegates).  "The  Use  and  Value  of 
Corrugated  Iron  Culverts,"  Chris.  P.  Jensen,  city  engineer 
of  Fresno.  (Impromptu  discussion  by  delegates).  "Disposal 
of  Refuse  in  San  Francisco,"  P.  K.  Blue,  assistant  city  engi- 
neer of  San  Francisco.  (Impromptu  discussion  by  delegates). 
"Garbage  Incinerators  for  Small  Cities,"  Charles  E.  Slian, 
city  engineer  of  Mill  Valley.  (Impromptu  discussion  by  dele- 
gates). "The  Use  of  Asphaltic  Base  Oils  for  Roads  and 
Streets,"  Charles  A.  Blackmar,  oil  inspector  of  Los  Angeles. 
(Impromptu  discussion  by  delegates).  "Oil  Macadam  Pave- 
ments," George  N.  Randie,  city  engineer  of  Sacramento.  (Im- 
promptu discussion  by  delegates).  "Substantial  Pavements 
for  Streets  and  Highways,"  R.  M.  Morton,  engineer  of  the 
highway  commission  of  San  Joaquin  county.  (Impromptu 
discussion    by   delegates). 


NEW    TRADE    PUBLICATION. 

The  Westinghouse  Electric  &  Manufacturing  Company  has 
just  issued  the  first  edition  of  a  small  monthly  publication 
entitled  "Small  Motors,"  which  is  devoted  to  forming  a  co- 
operative bond  between  the  manufacturer  and  the  dealer  in 
small  electric  motors  for  general  household,  store,  and  office 
work.  The  publication  is  devoted  to  practical  applications  of 
small  motors,  showing  views  of  motors  in  actual  service,  such 
as  operating  ice  cream  freezers,  small  lathes,  washing  ma- 
chines, grinding  wheels,  and  numerous  other  household  de- 
vices. An  interesting  application  of  the  small  motor  for  the 
household  is  its  use  as  an  auxiliary  to  the  furnace,  assisting 
the  heating  and  ventilating  of  same.  By  means  of  a  blower 
attachment  the  motor  may  be  used. 
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ELECTRIC    GLUE    HEATING    APPLIANCES. 

It  has  been  authoritatively  stated  that  more  than  $4,000,000 
is  paid  every  year  by  manufacturers  in  this  country  for  glue. 
It  has  also  been  asserted,  by  those  in  position  to  know,  that 
approximately  one-half  of  the  glue  purchased,  or  $2,000,000 
worth,  is  wasted  yearly.  Some  of  this  waste  is  unavoidable, 
but  much  of  it  can  be  prevented.  A  great  deal  of  glue  is 
spoiled  through  over-heating.  It  is  well  recognized  that  the 
proper  temperature  for  melting  glue  lies  somewhere  in  the 
neighborhood  of  140  degrees  Fahrenheit.  It  is  also  thor- 
oughly appreciated  that,  if  the  temperature  of  glue  is  allowed 
to  much  exceed  160  degrees  Fahrenheit,  if  it  is  not  rendered 
wholly  unfit  for  use,-  its  strength  will  be  greatly  impaired.  An 
expensive  glue  thus  abused  will  be  no  more  effective  than  a 
cheap  one. 


W/oe/" 


Spi//?  Copper 
Wc/erl^esse/ 


Supfior/y'r/g' 


/mmers/o/?  /{//Oe 


Exploded  View  of  Flush   Bench  Type  Glue  Pot. 

Either  live  or  exhaust  steam  has  a  temperature  (at  atmos- 
pheric pressure)  of  at  least  212  degrees  Fahrenheit.  This 
is  altogether  too  high  for  glue  heating. 

Electrical  methods  of  glue  heating  are,  when  properly  ap- 
plied, ideal.  The  east  with  which  the  heat  can  be  controlled, 
the  evenness  of  the  temperature  afforded,  the  readiness  with 
which  electricity  for  glue  pot  or  heater  operation  can  be  con- 
ducted to  any  part  of  a  factory,  and  its  economy  are  all  con- 
vincing recommendations  for  the  electrically  heated  appli- 
ances. 

Not  all  electrically  heated  appliances  give  satisfactory 
service.  Some  electrical  glue  pots  are  made  without  water 
baths  and  it  has  been  found  that  these  burn  glue.  In  other 
glue  pots  the  electrical  heating  element  is  arranged  in  the 
device  in  such  a  way  that  only  a  small  portion  of  the  heat 
generated  is  usefully  expended  In  heating  glue.  The  rest — a 
large  proportion — is  wasted  by  being  radiated  from  the  heater. 

The  Westinghouse  Electric  &  Manufacturing  Company  is 
manufacturing  a  line  of  glue-heating  appliances  that  have 
been  designed  to  incorporate  all  desirable  features. 


CONVENIENT  MEANS  FOR   DETERMINING   FLUE  GAS 
TEMPERATURES. 

It  is  an  interesting  fact  that  the  melting  points  of  meta's 
are  found  to  be  too  uncertain  and  evasive  to  be  used  as  tem- 
perature tests.  That  is,  it  is  difficult  to  tell  the  exact  point 
at  which  the  metal  melts,  since  it  does  not  change  suddenly 
from  a  hard  solid  to  a  liquid,  as  does  water,  but  goes  through 
an  intermediate  softening  stage  similar  to  iron  and  many 
other  substances.  Even  after  the  metal  is  completely 
melted,  a  hard  skin  of  oxide  is  usually  found  to  have  been 
formed  upon  its  surface,  which  prevents  the  metal  running 
easily,  and  therefore  is  apt  to  confuse  the  determination  of 
the  exact  temperature. 

The  Green  Fuel  Economizer  Co.,  therefore,  devised  the 
expedient  of  using  the  tensile  strength  of  the  metal.  Instead 


of  the  melting  point,  as  the  true  indication  of  temperature. 
In  other  words,  the  pendants  are  made  with  a  large  body, 
having  a  certain  definite  weight,  suspended  from  a  narrow 
neck,  and  the  composition  of  the  metal  and  cross  section  of 
this  neck  are  adjusted  until  the  body  of  the  pendant  will  pull 
the  neck  in  two  and  fall  at  some  desired  temperature. 

In  actual  use  the  pendants  are  hung  upon  a  small  hook 
made  upon  the  end  of  a  long  wire,  which  is  introduced  into 
the  flue  so  that  the  pendant  will  be  at  the  desired  point.  The 
best  way  is  to  begin  with  the  lowest  temperature  pendant  and 
proceed  until  the  one  Is  found  which  will  not  fall  off  after 
five  or  ten  minutes'  exposure.  The  temperature  will  then 
lie  somewhere  between  the  temperature  marked  on  the  last 
pendant  and  the  next  to  the  last  pendant  used.  In  doing  this,  ■ 
it  is  quite  essential  that  several  different  points  in  the  flue 
be  tried,  as  it  very  frequently  happens  that  one  part  of  the 
flue  is  occupied  by  gases  much  hotter  than  the  gases  in  other 
parts  of  the  flue. 


SEPTEMBER    SALES    INCREASE    12%— SEPTEMBER    THIS 
YEAR   BIGGEST  SEPTEMBER    IN   COMPANY'S   HISTORY. 

Western  Electric  experienced  a  most  satisfactory  revival 
in  orders  billed  out  of  its  factories  in  September.  After  four 
months  of  comparative  declines  shipments  came  back  last 
month  with  the  best  increase  for  many  a  month  and  the 
largest  this  fiscal  year.  The  gain  was  12%  ,and  September 
sales  were  the  largest  for  that  month  in  the  company's  history. 

For  the  nine  months  to  September  30  Western  Electric 
gross  was  4%  in  excess  of  the  same  period  last  year,  and  a 
total  overturn  for  the  full  twelve  months  of  $66,000,000  is 
promised. 


PORTLAND,    GREY   &    LEWISTON    RAILW/AY    COMPANY'S 
ELECTRIC  LOCOMOTIVE. 

A  Baldwin-Westinghouse  electric  locomotive  was  recently 
purchased  by  the  Portland,  Grey  &  Lewiston  Railway  Com- 
pany. The  locomotive  is  designed  by  the  Baldwin  Company 
as  one  of  Class  S-4/100,  E  9.  This  classification  indicates 
that  there  are  eight  wheels  total  and  four  motors  per  locomo- 
tive. E  is  a  classification  letter  used  by  the  Baldwin  works, 
donating  the  number  of  driving  axles.  One  hundred  stands 
for  the  horsepower  of  the  motors,  and  the  9  means  that  it  is 
the  ninth  locomotive  built  of  its  class. 


New    Electric    Locomotive. 

Four — No.  303-A  Westinghouse  motors  with  a  gear  ratio  of 
16  to  61  drive  the  locomotive  and  are  controlled  by  a  Westing- 
house HL  control  equipment.  A  feature  of  HL  control  that 
was  one  of  the  determining  factors  in  its  adoption  for  this 
application  is  the  incorporation    of   an    ideal   circuit-breaking 
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device  in  the  control  equipment.  The  line  switch  performs 
the  functions  of  a  circuitbreaker.  The  switch  is  controlled 
by  a  relay  which  operates  whenever  the  current  to  the  motors 
exceeds  a  predetermined  value. 

There  are  several  breaks  in  series,  and  the  arcing  effect  is 
distributed  among  them  all,  providing  an  effective  breaking 
distance  of  several  inches. 


A  STEEL   MILL'S   INDUSTRIAL   RAILWAY. 

The  quick  and  economical  transportation  of  material  has 
long  been  a  serious  problem  in  many  steel  plants.  The  man- 
agers of  the  mills  of  the  Superior  Steel  Company,  in  Carnegie, 
Pa.,    alive    to    modern    improvements,    have    most    efficiently 


Electric  Transportation   in   a  Steel  Mill. 

solved  this  problem.  Only  recently  they  have  completed  the 
installation  of  a  new  system  of  transporting  their  steel  and 
raw  materials  from  one  building  to  another  and  around  the 
mills. 

Formerly  this  was  done  by  means  of  the  time-honored 
trucks  run  over  steel  plates  laid  on  the  floors  about  the  mills 
E..nd  hauled  by  men.      Today  they  have  in  successful  operation 


-Murlern    lnipi-r)\-enient.^    in    Mill    'rr;iTispuiiation. 

a  complete  Industrial  railway  system,  including  electric  loco- 
motives, cars,  tracks,  switches,  etc.,  enabling  them  to  quickly 
and  easily  haul  materials  to  all  parts  of  their  plant. 


This  entire  equipment  was  furnished  by  the  Oranstein- 
Arthur  Koppel  Company,  of  Pittsburg,  and  was  built  in  then- 
own  plant  at  Koppel,  Pa.  The  electric  locomotives  shown  in 
the  accompanying  illustrations,  which  give  different  views  of 
the  equipment  in  the  Superior  Steel  Company  plant,  are 
operated  by  an  overhead  trolley,  and  are  easily  handled  by 
one  man.  By  the  old  method  of  hauling  it  required  several 
men  to  handle  each  truck — today  one  man  operates  a  whole 
train.  i   «  i  8! 

The  steel  company  think  so  well  of  their  Koppel  equip- 
ment that  they  have  just  recently  ordered  twenty-four  addi- 
tional cars.  These  will  soon  be  delivered  and  will  give  the 
steel  company  ample  facilities  for  handling  all  their  products. 


A   NEW   ELECTRIC  CIGAR    LIGHTER. 

Many  interesting  characteristics  are  displayed  by  the  heat- 
ing element  used  in  the  Helion  cigar  lighter,  now  being  put  on 
the  market.  It  has  many  hundred  times  the  resistance  of 
platinum  or  of  nickel  chronium  alloys.  Consequently  a  large 
amount  of  energy  can  be  concentrated  into  a  small  space.  A 
lew  inches  will  produce  the  same  results  when  placed  on  the 
electric  circuit  as  many  feet  of  fine  platinum  wire. 


iMiiJioved   Electric  Cigar  Ligliter.s. 

It  is  capable  of  withstanding  the  enormous  temperature  of 
1700  degrees  Centigrade  without  change  in  its  physical, 
chemical,  or  electrical  characteristics.  All  danger  of  short 
circuiting  due  to  its  becoming  plastic  or  losing  its  shape  is 
eliminated. 

When  connected  to  the  proper  voltage  this  material  will 
maintain  its  temperature  and  hold  its  character  practically 
indefinitely.  On  account  of  the  small  amount  of  material  it 
comes  up  to  temperature  very  quickly.  This  material  burns 
in  the  open  air  and  requires  no  insulation  of  any  kind. 

Cigar  ashes  or  any  other  foreign  substance  may  come  Into 
contact  with  it  without  having  any  effect  upon  it  whatever. 
Also  it  is  not  affected  by  moisture  or  by  draughts  of  cold  air. 

Among  the  interesting  experiments  connected  with  it  was 
one  of  burning  it  tor  a  long  period  under  water,  where  it  per- 
lormed  exactly  as  when  burned  in  the  air,  and  showed  no 
deterioration  due  to  submerging. 

In  addition  to  showing  great  strength  and  its  capacity  to 
withstand  such  an  extreme  high  temperature  it  iiossesses  the 
good  quality  of  being  extremely  cheap. 

A  50-cent  heater  is  guaranteed  to  last  six  months  in  any 
cigar  store. 

Both  types  are  made  for  either  A.  C.  or  D.  C.  circuits  and 
for  two  voltage  classifications — 100  to  110,  and  110  to  120. 

Manufactured  by  the  Pittsburg  Electric  Specialties  Com- 
pany, No.  927  French  St.,  Pittsburg,  Pa. 
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FINANCIAL. 

EUGENE,  ORE. — An  ordinance  was  passed  providing  for 
the  lorm  and  sale  ot  the  proposed  $25,000  street  lighting  bonds. 

LYNDEN,  WASH.— The  issue  of  $2000  additional  water 
bonds  was  carried  at  the  special  election  by  a  vote  of  66  to 
2s.     Funds  are  to  be  used  tor  a  water  supply  system. 

MONMOUTH,  ORE.— The  City  Council  nas  accepted  the 
bid  of  Sutherlin  &  Co.  of  Kansas  City,  tor  the  issue  of  $25,000 
bonds  to  be  issued  for  the  installation  of  the  new  water 
system.  Work  will  be  commenced  as  soon  as  contracts  are 
let. 

RIDDLE,  ORE. — At  a  special  taxpayers'  election  Riddle 
voted  bonds  of  $15,000  for  the  construction  of  a  waterworks 
system,  the  old  plant  being  entirely  inadequate;  also  $13,000 
lor  construction  of  a  complete  sewer  system.  Both  issues 
were  carried  and  work  will  begin  as  soon  as  the  contracts 
are  let. 

OAKLAND,  CAL. — A  $5,000,000  mortgage,  given  by  the 
Union  Water  Company  to  the  Anglo-Caliiornia  Trust  Com- 
pany has  been  recorded  in  the  county  recorder's  office. 
Ihe  mortgage  covers  realty  holdings  of  the  water  concern 
m  this  and  other  counties.  The  Union  is  a  subsidiary  con- 
cern of  the  $200,000,000  United  Properties  Company  of  Caliior- 
nia,  at  the  head  of  which  are  F.  M.  Smith  and  W.  S.  Tevis. 
The  mortgage  is  given  In  security  of  the  company's  issue 
of   bonds. 

TRACY,  CAL. — A  number  of  applications  to  purchase 
the  bonds  for  the  water  and  sewer  system  have  been  re- 
ceived. The  N.  W.  Halsey  Go.  of  San  Francisco  made  an 
offer  to  buy  $21,000  worth  of  the  long  time  bonds  and  as 
many  more  of  the  short  time  bonds  as  they  could  get  at 
par,  plus  attorney's  and  other  incidental  fees.  The  West 
Side  Bank  of  Tracy  offered  to  purchase  $19,000  worth  of  long 
time  bonds  and  as  many  more  short  time  bonds  as  they 
could  buy,  and  the  Bank  of  Tracy  presented  an  offer  for 
$10,000  worth  of  the  long  time  bonds,  with  the  privilege  to 
bay  a  number  of  the  short  term  bonds.  All  offers  were 
for  par,  plus  incidental  expenses.  On  motion  it  was  de- 
cided to  accept  the  different  bids  and  to  a'thorize  the  sale 
of  the  bonds. 

RIVERSIDE,  CAL.— A  trust  deed,  involving  $5,000,000 
has  been  filed  in  the  office  of  County  Recorder  Logan,  con- 
sisting of  one  of  the  biggest  documents  of  the  kind  ever 
filed  in  Riverside  County.  The  deed  conveys  to  the  Inter- 
national Trust  Company  the  property  of  the  Southern  Sierras 
Power  Company,  securing  an  issue  of  $5,000,000  first  mort- 
gage, 6  per  cent,  25-year  gold  bonds.  The  Southern  Sierras 
Power  Company  is  the  corporation  which  is  building  a 
transmission  line  from  San  Bernardino  to  Bishop,  to  con- 
nect with  the  plants  of  the  Nevada  Power  Company,  and 
which  will  have  a  big  steam  plant  at  San  Bernardino.  The 
company  was  represented  by  F.  A.  Worthley  of  this  city  m 
securing  franchises.  Other  franchises  owned  by  the  com- 
pany cover  the  streets  and  highv/ays  of  both  Riverside  and 
San  Bernardino  counties,  and  of  Perris  and  Corona  in  this 
county.  These,  and  other  franchises,  together  with  all  the 
ether  franchises,  together  with  all  the  other  property  of  the 
company,  such  as  transmission  lines,  buildings  and  improve- 
ments and  the  entire  capital  stock  of  the  Corona  Gas  and 
Electric  Light  Company,  comprise  the  security  for  the  bonds. 
SAN  FRANCISCO.— The  stockholders  of  the  Pacific  Gas 
&  Electric  Company,  at  meetings  held  at  the  company's  of- 
fices at  San  Francisco,  on  October  23,  authorized  the  creation 
of  a  new  mortgage  upon  the  company's  properties  under  which 
it  may,  from  time  to  time,  as  required,  issue  its  bonds  to  the 
maximum  amount  of  $150,000,000.       This  new  bond  issue  will 


pioviae  the  means  lor  leiunoiug  or  reLinng  at  Uiaiaiity,  Oi-  aj 
occasion  may  arise,  all  oi  me  existing  uona  isoues  Oj.  luc 
raciilc  Gas  &  lUiectric  company  ana  oi  suosiuiaiy  ana  co^i- 
uoiiea  corporations.  This  will  eventually  aosoru  about  $o/,- 
uuu,OUU  Oi  me  new  issue.  'ihe  remamaer  of  the  new  issue, 
uDouc  ^iid,0UO,Uuo,  will  be  available  lor  such  extensions,  adai- 
tions,  improvements,  betterments,  etc.,  as  the  growth  of  the 
company  s  business  may  require.  During  the  past  five  years 
Ine  company  has  expended  more  than  $17,000,000  in  enlarging 
ana  improving  its  service,  and,  assuming  about  the  same  avei- 
age  rate  of  growth  in  the  future,  the  new  bond  issue  will 
supply  the  company's  needs  for  new  capital  tor  approximately 
twenty-live  years.  It  is  not  the  company's  intention  to  issue 
any  of  these  new  bonds  immediately.  It  is  simply  providing 
the  iinancial  facilities  for  meeting  increased  demands  tor  its 
service  tnat  will  inevitably  arise  out  oi  the  growth 
01  the  population  and  the  multiplication  of  industries 
in  Central  California  during  the  next  decade,  and  the  bonds 
will  be  issued  and  sold  only  as  required  from  year  to  year  to 
pay  for  this  new  construction.  At  this  meeting  the  stock- 
holders also  approved  an  increase  in  the  common  stock  of  the 
company  to  $150,000,000,  this  being  also  the  amount  of  the 
new  mortgage  whica  was  authorized.  The  company  does  not 
contemplate  the  immediate  issuance  of  any  of  this  stock,  the 
action  of  the  stockholders  in  authorizing  the  increase  having 
simply  been  taken  to  enable  the  company  to  comply  with  the 
California  statute  under  which  no  California  corporation  may 
have  outstanding  indebtedness  in  excess  of  its  subscribed 
capital  stock. 


ILLUMINATION. 

ELLENSBURG,  WASH.--ResoIutions  have  been  passed 
creating  special  improvement  districts  for  the  installation  of 
street  lights. 

SANTA  BARBARA,  CAL.— The  Santa  Barbara  Gas  & 
Electric  Company  bid:  in  the  franchise  for  gas  mains  along 
certain  county  roads  in  Montecito,  paying  $100  for  a  50-year 
franchise. 

EL  CENTRO,  CAL.— The  Imperial  Valley  Gas  Company 
is  perfecting  plans  for  the  extension  of  its  gas  service 
throughout  the  south  and  southeast  portions  of  El  Centre. 
This  company  may  also  put  a  gas  service  into  Brawley  soon. 

LOS  ANGELES,  CAL.— W.  A.  McNall  &  Co.,  ot  Pasadena, 
have  placed  an  order  with  the  Los  Angeles  Brass  Mfg.  Co., 
711  North  Main  Street,  which  calls  for  171  ornamental  bronze 
lighting  posts,  to  be  used  to  beautify  South  Orange  Grove 
.\venue,  Pasadena. 

GLENDALE,  CAL.— The  Glendale  Light  &  Power  Com- 
pany has  offered  to  furnish  the  city  of  Tropico  with  32-candle 
power  street  lights  at  $1  each  per  month.  In  addition  to  this 
the  city  must  pay  the  cost  of  installing  the  system  and  fur- 
nishing all  lamp  renewals. 

SAN  BERNARDINO,  CAL.— Manager  C.  M.  Grow  of  the 
Southern  California  Gas  Company  has  announced  that  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  Rialto  residents  have  signed  up  for  use  of 
gas  and  that  the  construction  of  the  line  will  start  as  soon  as 
ruaterial  is  secured.  This  will  be  a  high  pressure  system, 
similar  to  the  one  reaching  out  to   Highland. 

SAN  RAFAEL,  CAL.— The  Pacific  Gas  &  Electric  Light 
Company  has  a  number  of  men  in  Southern  Marin  securing 
contracts  for  the  furnishing  of  gas.  At  present  men  are 
working  in  Sausalito,  Corte  Madera  and  Larkspur,  with  a 
view  ot  signing  up  householders.  If  the  required  number 
are  obtainable  the  company  will  begin  at  once  to  extend  its 
mains  to  this  territory.  At  the  present  time  a  Mill  Valley 
company  is  engaged  installing  a  gas  plant  in  that  district. 
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TELEPHONE  AND  TELEGRAPH. 

ODESSA,  WASH.— Representative  Crandall  of  the  Pacific 
Telephone  &  Telegraph  Company  has  addressed  the  council 
relative  to  the  obtaining  of  a  telephone  franchise  for  the 
company  in  the  town  of   Odessa. 

REEDLEY,  CAL. — At  a  meeting  of  citizens  held  hero 
in  the  office  of  D.  L.  McKeel,  initial  steps  were  taken  looking 
to  the  formation  of  a  co-operative  telephone  company  in 
Reedley.  A  committee  consisting  of  Lucas  Keyser,  T.  M. 
Lane  and  Carson  Reed  has  been  appointed  to  take  up  the 
question. 

FLORENCE,  ORE. — Applications  for  franchises  have 
been  made  by  the  Florence  Electric  Company,  for  light  and 
power,  and  by  the  Florence-Mapleton  Independent  Telephone 
Company,  for  a  telephone  system.  An  election  was  held  Oc- 
tober 16  for  voting  these  ordinances. 

SANTA  FE,  N.  M.— The  Ranchers'  Telephone  Company 
has  been  incorporated  with  capital  stock  of  $3000.  The  main 
office  will  be  at  Wagon  Mound  and  R.  K.  Odell  will  be  statu- 
tory agent.  The  incorporators  are:  R.  K.  Odell,  S.  M. 
Reiland  and  S.  Foutz  of  Wagon  Mound,  J.  P.  Van  House  and 
A.  Urbahns.  The  company  will  erect  a  telephone  line  near 
Wagon  Mound   for   the   convenience   of  ranchers. 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL. — The  attempt  of  the  City  and 
County  of  San  Francisco  to  collect  $502  license  tax  from 
the  Pacific  Telephone  &.  Telegraph  Company  failed  when 
Superior  Judge  Seawell  sustained  the  corporation's  demur- 
rer. Judge  Seawell  upheld  the  validity  of  the  constitutional 
amendment  relating  to  the  separation  of  State  and  municipal 
taxes  for  public  service  corporations,  thus  making  it  neces- 
sary for  the  city  to  either  file  a  new  complaint  c?  drop  its 
suit. 


INCORPORATION. 

MODESTO,  CAL.— The  Modesto  and  Empire  Traction 
Company  has  been  incorporated  for  $20,000,  by  T.  K.  Beard, 
W.  H.  Frazine,  W.  F.  Beard,  J.  M.  Walthall  and  L.  L.  Den- 
nett 


TRANSMISSION. 

LIVERMORE,  CAL.— The  Livermore  Water  &  Power 
Company  is  preparing  to  extend  its  electric  lines  to  Sunol 
from  Pleasanton,  a  distance  of  five  miles. 

SAN  BERNARDINO,  CAL.— The  contract  for  the  erec- 
tion of  the  building  for  the  central  plant  of  the  Southern 
Sierras  Power  Company  here  has  been  awarded  to  Chas.  C. 
Moore    Company    of    San    Francisco. 

RIVERSIDE,  CAL.— The  Southern  Sierras  Power  Com- 
pany has  let  a  conti-act  in  Los  Angeles  for  the  construction 
of  between  fifty  and  sixty  miles  of  distributing  lines  in  Riv- 
erside  and   San  Bernardino   counties. 

PROSSER,  WASH.— The  Pacific  Power  &  Light  Com- 
pany has  applied  to  the  Board  of  County  Commissioners  of 
Benton  County  for  a  franchise  for  a  term  of  50  years  for 
the  construction  of  transmission  lines  within  that  county. 

TWIN  FALLS,  IDAHO.— Mr.  Bacon  of  the  Beaver  River 
Light  &  Power  Company  has  made  application  for  a  fran- 
chise for  furnishing  light  and  power  to  the  city.  The  matter 
v/ill  be  taken  up  by  the  City  Council  as  soon  as  Mr.  Bacon 
can  appear. 

VISALIA,  CAL. — Application  has  been  made  to  the  Board 
of  Supervisors  of  the  county  of  Tulare  tor  a  certain  fran- 
chise granting  the  right  to  construct  and  for  a  period  of  50 
years  to  operate  and  maintain  an  electric  power  system  upon 
certain  highways  in  said   county. 

THE  DALLES,  ORE. — Engineers  representing  the  Pacific 
Power  &  Light  Company,  Portland,  are  preparing  to  make 
surveys  for  a  high  power  transmission  line  between  Wallula 
and  The  Dalles.  The  proposed  line  will  be  1.30  miles  long, 
carry  66,000  volts  and  cost  about  $400,000, 


CLOVERDALE,  B,  C— The  British  Columbia  Electric 
Company  will  soon  commence  the  construction  of  a  power 
line  from  this  place  to  Blaine,  Wash. 

WHITE  SALMON,  WASH.— Preliminary  work  has  been 
started  on  the  power  dam  which  is  to  be  built  at  the  Nar- 
rows  near  here   by   the   Northwestern   Electric   Company. 

SAN  SIMON,  ARIZ.  -The  Virtue  Mining  Company  plans 
lor  the  erection  of  an  electric  power  plant  in  Cave  Creek 
Canyon,  with  a  distributing  system  to  serve  the  many  pump- 
ing plants  in  this  district. 

HAZELTOiN,  B.  C— The  Rocher  de  Bocale  mine  plans  for 
the  erection  of  a  hydroelectric  power  plant  for  mine  opera- 
tion. John  F.  Cowan  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  is  interested  in 
the   development  of  this   property. 

GOLDENDALE,  WASH.— The  Pacific  Power  &  Light 
Company  has  been  granted  a  franchise  for  a  transmission  line 
from  Goldendale  to  Centerville,  a  distance  of  about  seven 
miles.     The  estimated  cn.st  is  $7000. 

KLAMATH  FALLS,  ORE.— It  is  the  intention  of  the  Sis- 
kiyou Light  &  Power  Company,  whose  head  office  ib  at 
Yreka,  Cal.,  to  have  all  of  its  subsidiary  plants  connected 
by  power  lines  with  the  main  plant  at  Fall  Creek,  which  is 
on  the  Klamath  River  below  Keno,  about  forty  miles  from 
this  city. 

HANFORD,  WASH.— The  American  Power  &  Light  Com- 
pany has  acquired  the  Hanford  Irrigation  &  Power  Company 
and  will  operate  in  connection  with  its  other  properties.  The 
local  plant  on  Priest  Rapids  will  be  enlarged  and  the  capacity 
increased.  G.  W.  Talbot  is  president,  and  A.  S.  Grenier  vice- 
president  of  this  company. 

PORTLAND,  ORE.— The  Mount  Hood  Railway  &  Power 
Company  has  assigned  to  the  City  of  Portland  the  right 
tc  appropriate  such  of  the  waters  of  Bull  Run  as  may  be 
necessary  for  a  domestic  water  supply  but  reserves  the  right 
to  use  all  excess.  This  amiable  adjustment  should  materially 
hasten  the  company's  power  development  on  Bull  Run. 

BELLINGHAM,  WASH.— Arrangements  have  been  com- 
pleted with  the  Western  Canada  Power  Company  to  supply 
the  motice  power  for  the  Bellingham-Skagit  interurban  rail- 
way, now  under  construction  between  Beliingham  and  Mount 
Vernon  by  the  Stone  &  Webster  Corporation.  The  traction 
system  will  be  in  operation  by  the  summer  of  1912. 

BOISE,  IDAHO.— The  Kuhn  interests  of  Pittsburg  have 
purchased  the  Swan  Falls  power  plant  on  the  Snake  River, 
near  this  city,  and  the  Boise  Interurban  railroad,  operating 
between  this  city  and  Caldwell.  The  consideration  is  re- 
torted to  be  $2,000,000.  The  Kuhns  contemplate  trolley  line 
extensions  from  Boise  to  Ogden,  Utah,  traversing  irrigation 
district. 

REDDING,  CAL.— Work  upon  the  greatest  electrical 
power  plant  ever  attempted  in  California  is  said  to  have  been 
begun  in  the  big  bend  of  Pitt  River  by  the  Northern  Califor- 
nia Power  Company  of  this  city.  One  hundred  and  twenty- 
thousand  horsepower  will  be  developed  from  250,000  inches 
of  water  turned  from  Pitt  River  near  the  town  of  Wengler. 
It  is  estimated  that  the  total  cost  will  be  $4,000,000.  It  will 
be  by  far  the  largest  electrical  power  plant  In  the  State. 
The  ditches  and  tunnels  will  have  a  combined  length  of  five 
and  one-quarter  miles. 

STOCKTON,  CAL.— The  San  Francisco  &  Sierra  Power 
Company  officials  announced  Tuesday,  after  the  Super- 
T!.=ors  had  granted  a  franchise  over  the  county  roads  from 
Manteca  to  Stockton,  that  inside  of  60  days  electricity  would 
be  furnished  consumers  here.  For  the  past  two  weeks 
the  company  has  had  agents  making  the  rounds  of  the  busi- 
ness section  securing  contracts,  and  they  will  continue  to 
work.  It  was  stated  that  fully  $300,000  will  be  expended  in 
placing  one  of  the  finest  underground  systems  In  the  State 
in  the  streets  of  Stockton. 
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EUREKA,  CAL. — Negotiations  have  been  practically 
closed  here  lor  the  transfer  of  the  Blue  Lake  light  and  power 
plant  to  the  Western  States  Gas  and  Electric  Company. 
The  plant  has  been  owned  and  operated  a  number 
of  years  past  by  the  Minor  Mill  Lumber  Company.  With 
the  purchase  of  the  Blue  Lake  plant  the  electric  light  and 
power  situation  in  Humboldt  County  will  be  under  the  com- 
plete control  of  the  Western  States.  A  year  ago  the  West- 
ern States  Company  entered  the  Humboldt  Held  by  the  pur- 
chase of  the  holding  of  the  Humboldt  Gas  &  Electric  Com- 
pany at  a  cost  of  over  a  million  dollars.  Subsequently  it 
absorbed  the  light  and  power  plants  in  Areata,  Fortuna  and 
Ferndale  and  is  now  to  take  over  the  Blue  Lake.  Since  the 
purchase  of  the  Humboldt  gas  and  electric  system  the  West- 
ern States  Company  has  spent  over  $250,000  in  acquiring 
smaller  plants   of  the   county. 

REDDING,  CAL. — The  Northern  California  Power  Com- 
pany is  moving  the  construction  equipment  from  its  recently 
completed  Coleman  hydro-electric  plant  over  to  the  big  bend 
ot  the  Pitt  River,  near  Wengler,  67  miles  north  of  Redding. 
A  diversion  dam  for  250,000  inches  will  be  installed  for  a  new 
power  plant  with  an  estimated  capacity  of  120,000  horsepower. 
Water  from  Pitt  River  will  be  turned  direct  into  a  tunnel  6000 
feet  long  and  24  feet  wide  by  26  feet  high.  In  all  there  will 
be  five  tunnels.  The  combined  length  of  the  tunnels  and 
canal  will  be  5  1-4  miles.  The  canal  will  be  32  feet  wide  at 
the  bottom,  50  feet  wide  at  the  top  and  15  feet  deep.  At  the 
outlet  a  drop  of  464  feet  will  be  obtained.  Only  850  feet  of 
steel  pipe  line  will  have  to  be  constructed  at  the  lower  end  of 
the  system,  to  connect  with  the  water  wheels.  A  unique 
feature  of  the  tunnel  work  consists  in  the  use  of  steam  shovels 
for  mucking  throughout,  something  never  attempted  before 
in  this  state.  A  power  line  is  being  constructed  24  miles 
from  the  Kilarc  station  to  the  new  site  in  order  to  supply 
current  for  operating  the  air  compressors,  etc.,  of  the  con- 
struction plant.  Steel  towers,  spaced  five  to  the  mile,  will 
be  used  instead  of  poles  to  carry  three  three-phase  power 
circuits. 


TRANSPORTATION. 

ALBANY,  ORB. — The  contract  for  grading  the  electric 
railroad  from  Albany  to  Eugene  has  been  let.  It  is  predicted 
that  electric  cars  will  be  running  over  this  line  early  next 
year. 

SEDRO-WOOLEY,  WASH.— The  Bellingham  and  Skagit 
County  Interurban  Railway  Company  has  made  applica- 
tion for  a  franchise  to  operate  an  electric  lighting  and  power 
system  in  this  city. 

NATIONAL  CITY,  CAL.— The  work  of  relaying  the  track 
of  the  electric  division  of  the  San  Diego  Southern  Railway, 
between  National  City  and  San  Diego,  will  start  at  once. 
New  ties  and  heavier  rails  will  be  put  in. 

SAN  DIEGO,  CAL.— The  City  Council  will  receive  sealed 
bids  up  to  November  20th  for  the  purchase  of  a  franchise 
granting  the  right  to  construct,  maintain  and  operate  a  street 
railway  for  a  period  ending  September  1,  1952. 

^  MEDFORD,  ORE. — Messrs.  Doyle  &  Narren,  who  repre- 
sent a  company  which  contemplates  the  construction  of  an 
electric  railroad  from  Grants  Pass  to  Ashland,  Ore.,  have 
been  in  this  vicinity  looking  over  possibilities. 

TUCSON,  ARIZ.— Negotiations  leading  to  the  building 
01  the  proposed  street  railway  extension  from  the  present 
university  terminus  to  a  point  a  mile  and  a  naif  east  of  the 
speedway,  are  being  made  with  property  owners  by  C.  K. 
Durbin,  representative  of  Sanderson  &  Porter  Company. 
Property  owners  have  pledged  $40,000  worth  of  property  to 
the  company  as  an  incentive.  The  company  is  now  said 
to   be   asking  for   a  larger  guarantee. 


NEW  WESTMINSTER,  B.  C— The  British  Columbia 
Electric  Railway  Company  has  made  arrangements  for  fitting 
ull  cars  now  in  operation  with  Westinghouse  multiple  unit 
controls.  This  installation  involves  alterations  to  the  various 
truck   bodies   and   cars   are   undergoing  repairs. 

STOCKTON,  CAL.— The  survey  for  the  route  of  the  Cen- 
tial  California  Traction  Company's  extension  from  its  main 
line  at  Campton  to  Lockeford  has  been  completed  and  the 
new  feeder  for  the  interurban  road  will  soon  be  con- 
structed. 

ALBANY,  ORE. — The  Oregon  Electric  Railway  Is  being 
rapidly  extended  from  Salem  to  Albany  so  that  it  is  likely 
that  service  will  be  ready  between  Portland  and  Albany  by 
January  1st.  President  Carl  R.  Gray  states  that  the  ex- 
tension to  Eugene  awaits  only  the  acquisition  of  right  of 
way. 

SOUTH  VANCOUVER,  B.  C— The  British  Columbia 
Electric  Railway  Company  has  notified  the  residents  of  this 
place  in  response  to  communications  urging  extensions  of 
car  lines  in  this  district,  that  action  on  extension  work  will 
noL  be  undertaken  this  year  on  account  of  heavy  construction 
work,  but  will  be  taken  up  next  season. 

REDLANDS,  CAL.— C.  S.  Turrill,  president  of  the  Red- 
lands  University  Railroad  Company,  recently  organized  with 
a  capital  stock  of  $15,000,  has  petitioned  the  Board  of  Trus- 
tees lor  a  franchise  to  construct  a  line  on  Colton  avenue 
fiom  Orange  street  to  Cook  street,  for  fifty  years,  giving  the 
privilege  of  carrying  passengers,  express  and  freight. 

LOS  ANGELES,  CAL.— The  Board  of  Supervisors  has 
passed  an  ordinance  granting  to  H.  E.  Huntington,  a  fran- 
chise to  construct  and  for  a  period  of  40  years  to  main- 
tain an  overhead  crossing  across  El  Monte  road  in  the 
County  of  Los  Angeles,  and  to  construct,  operate  and  main- 
tain a  double  track  electric  street  railway  line  thereover. 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL.— The  announcement  is  made 
by  the  United  Railroads  that  steps  are  being  taken  to  bring 
the  decision  of  the  U.  S.  District  Court  of  Appeals  in  the 
Geary  street  road  case  before  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States.  Wm.  H.  Abbott  says:  "I  am  now  preparing 
a  petition  for  a  writ  of  certiorari  to  take  the  decision  of 
the  Appellate  Court  before  the  U.  S.  Supreme  Court.  This 
will  result  in  putting  a  stop  to  all  proposed  construction 
ot  the  municipal  road  on  Market  street,  and  on  Geary  street 
west  of  Thirty-third  avenue  for  at  least  two  years." 

BERKELEY,  CAL.— Formal  notification  that  the  South- 
ern Pacific  was  ready  to  convert  its  interurban  lines  in  this 
city  from  steam  to  electricity,  following  the  practical  com- 
pletion of  new  lines  in  this  city  and  the  reconverting  of 
the  old  lines,  was  made  by  the  company  to  the  City  Council 
at  its  meeting  yesterday.  The  notice  covered  all  its  local 
lines  north  oi  Shell  Mound  Park,  including  the  California 
street  Solano  avenue,  and  Ninth  street  loop,  the  Shattuck 
avenue  line  and  the  Ellsworth  street  line.  Though  no  defi- 
nite date  was  given  by  the  company  as  to  when  it  would 
be  ready  to  convert  the  lines,  it  is  announced  unofficially 
that  the  change  is  to  be  made  on  the  lower  road  on  Cali- 
fornia and  Solana  street  in  November. 

SAN  RAFAEL,  CAL.— S.  M.  Augustine  and  the  Mt.  Ve- 
nice Co.,  have  transferred  57  acres  of  their  tract  near  Mc- 
Near's  Point  to  E.  B.  McNear  of  Petaluma.  The  purchase 
of  so  much  land  by  the  McNears  in  this  locality  recently 
has  considerable  significance,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  John 
McNear  is  one  of  the  directors  of  the  Petaluma,  Sebastopol 
and  Santa  Rosa  electric  road.  Some  weeks  ago  B.  B.  McNear 
increased  his  holdings  in  this  locality,  and  it  is  reported  that 
he  is  anxious  to  get  more.  People  who  appear  to  know,  say 
that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Petaluma  company  to  begin 
extending  its  line  via  McNear's  Point  in  the  early  spring. 
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[General  View  of  Coleman  Power  House  and  Pipe  Line. 


THE  COLEMAN  PLANT 

By  Rudolph  W.Van  Norden 

MemberA.I.E.E..A.S.C.E. 


F  the  plants  which  have  been  built 
by  the  Northern  California  Power 
Company,  the  Coleman  division  is 
the  fifth  and  largest.  It  is  interest- 
ing from  the  manner  in  which 
many  problems  of  construction  have 
been  treated,  and  represents  the  most 
advanced  ideas  for  high  efficiency 
in  operation  and  maintenance,  to- 
gether with  the  utmost  economy  in  construction 
compatible  with  good  design  and  work.  It  will  per- 
haps assist  the  reader  in  comprehending  the  manner 
in  which  the  development  has  taken  place  by  giving 
a  short  description  of  the  system. 


Two  watersheds  are  employed,  the  one  being  Bat- 
tle Creek,  and  the  other  Old  Cow  Creek.  On  the  for- 
mer are  situated  four  of  the  plants :  Volta,  South,  In- 
skip  and  Coleman.  On  the  latter  watershed  is  situ- 
ated the  Kilarc  plant.  Water  is  first  diverted  from 
the  north  fork  of  Battle  Creek,  and  this  supply  is  aug- 
mented by  many  springs  in  the  country  north  of  this 
stream.  This  water  is  carried  through  a  series  of  earth 
ditches  to  a  point  near  Shingletown,  where  a  fall  of 
1200  ft.  serves  the  Volta  power  louse,  the  first  plant 
which  the  company  built,  and  which  has  a  capacity  of 
8500  horsepower.  From  this  point  water  is  conveyed 
in  open  canal,  crossing  the  north  fork  of  Battle  Creek, 
where  additional  supply  is  added,  following  the  con- 


412 


JOURNAL    OF    ELECTRICITY,    POWER    AND    GAS 


[Vol.  XXVII— No.  19 


Diverting  Dam  and  Intake,  South  Battle  Creek. 

Intake   and  Water  Gate  Below  Diverting  Dam. 

Typical    Waste   Weir. 

Section  of  Canal  in  Rock. 

JJpadgate  and  Siphon  No.  1,  Waste  Gate  on  Left. 


tour  of  the  country  and  joining  with  another  canal 
which  brings  water  from  a  diversion  in  the  south  fork 
of  Battle  Creek.  This  combined  flow  is  utilized  in 
the  South  power  house  which  is  situated  on  South 
Battle  Creek  with  a  capacity  of  5400  horsepower. 
From  this  plant  the  flow  is  again  diverted  into  a  canal 
which  follows  the  north  bank  of  South  Battle  Creek 
for  a  distance  of  five  miles,  passing  en  route  through 
a  number  of  tunnels,  to  the  Inskip  plant,  which  is  also 
situated  on  South  Battle  Creek  and  from  which  is  de- 
livered 8000  horsepower. 

After  passing  through  this  plant  the  water  is  again 
diverted  into  the  new  Coleman  canal  and  is  carried  for 
a  distance  of  10j4  miles,  crossing  North  Battle  Creek 
and  several  smaller  creeks,  each  of  which  adds  its 
quota  ,of  water.  This  canal  delivers  water  to  the  new 
Coleman  plant,  and  thence  discharges  into  main  Battle 
Creek. 

The  development  of  this  system  is  a  consumma- 
tion of  plans  which  were  made  over  ten  years  ago, 
but  there  was  little  idea  then  that  the  entire  develop- 
ment could  be  carried  out  or  that  there  would  be  a 
market  for  this  power  within  so  few  years.  The  con- 
struction progress  has,  however,  been  the  result  of  a 
constantly  growing  demand  for  power  which  has  been 
apparent  almost  as  soon  as  each  of  the  various  plants 
have  been  finished.  In  the  new  plant  the  attempt  has 
been  made  to  design  an  installation  entirely  modern 
in  electrical  and  mechanical  equipment  and  so  ar- 
ranged as  to  afiford  the  highest  operating  efficiency, 
both  from  the  point  of  operating  costs,  low  deprecia- 
tion and  high  grade  service  at  absolutely  the  minimum 
cost  of  installation.  All  materials  entering  into  the 
construction  have  been  of  the  highest  grade  and  every 
device  has  been  employed,  without  extravagance,  for 
safety.  The  construction  has  been  performed  entirely 
by  the  company's  force  and  the  closest  attention  has 
been  given  to  every  detail  of  the  work  by  those  in  au- 
thority. 

Canal. 

The  canal  is  similar  in  design  and  construction  to 
other  canals  on  this  system,  and  in  fact,  follows  closely 
old  California  mountain  practice.  Water  is  diverted 
about  one-eighth  mile  below  the  Inskip  power  house 
by  a  dam  across  South  Battle  Creek.  This  dam  is  of 
rubble  masonry  construction,  15  ft.  high,  having  a 
gravity  section  with  an  Ogee  face.  While  the  entire 
length  of  the  dam  has  this  section  and  can  be  used 
as  a  wier,  there  is  a  space  50  ft.  long  in  the  center 
W'hich  is  slightly  lower  than  the  rest  of  the  crest, 
which  under  ordinary  circumstances  would  carry  the 
overflow.  At  the  north  end  of  the  dam  is  a  rubble 
stone  wall  perpendicular  to  its  pxis  and  forming  the 
outer  wall  of  the  canal.  It  extends  above  the  dam  for 
50  ft.  and  then  is  turned  into  the  bank,  two  large  in- 
take openings  admitting  the  flow  into  the  canal. 

This  wall  extends  below  the  dam  about  300  ft.  and 
terminates  in  two  main  gates  which  control  the  flow 
into  the  canal.  The  design  of  these  gates  follows 
the  'practice  used  throughout  the  system,  being  con- 
structed of  heavy  timber,  bolted  to  the  rear  of  which 
.are  iron  strips,  bearing  against  rollers.    This  arrange- 
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merit  makes  the  movement  of  the  gates  comparatively 
an  easy  matter.  They  are  raised  and  lowered  by 
means  of  a  steel  rack  and  pinion  gear.  Between  the 
two  gates,  and  on  either  side  are  abutments  between 
which  the  gate  frames  are  mounted.  Immediately 
joining  the  gates,  and  in  the  canal  wall  are  a  pair  of 
waste  gates,  which  may  be  opened  to  return  the  flow 
to  the  river  should  it  be  necessary  to  make  repairs 
on  the  canal. 

The  canal  now  winds  its  way  along  the  side  hill 
about  two  miles  to  the  first  inverted  siphon.  The 
country  traversed  is  rolling  and  more  or  less  rocky, 
the  ground  being  largely  boulders,  cemented  by 
igneous  action,  having  a  hardness  almost  equal  to  solid 
rock  formation.  There  are  many  places  on  the  canal 
line  where  solid  rock  was  encountered  and  in  some  of 
these  the  work  was  not  only  very  difficult  but  the 
greatest  care  was  exercised  in  order  that  the  outside 
wall  of  the  canal  would  not  be  shattered.  In  this  sec- 
tion is  the  only  tunnel.  It  has  a  length  of  367  ft.,  a 
width  of  12  ft.,  and  a  height  of  9  ft.,  and  it  is  unlined. 

The  first  siphon  crosses  the  north  fork  of  Battle 
Creek.  It  is  riveted  steel  pipe  ^  in.  thick  and  having 
a  length  of  1270  ft.  The  inside  diameter  is  76  in.  and 
the  greatest  head  on  the  pipe  is  80  ft.  At  the  creek 
crossing  the  pipe  is  carried  on  rubble  masonry  piers, 
the  central  50  ft.  span,  being  supported  on  a  Howe 
truss  bridge.  The  entrance  of  thih  siphon  likewise  has 
its  equipment  of  a  pair  of  sluice  gates  and  a  pair  of 
waste  gates.  This  siphon  terminates  in  a  large  block 
of  concrete  which  acts  as  a  header  for  a  continuation 
of  the  canal. 

The  canal  now  continues  for  a  distance  of  1000  ft. 
and  entrance  is  made  to  the  second  siphon.  This 
siphon  is  one  of  the  particularly  interesting  engineer- 
ing features  of  this  work.  It  has  a  total  length  of  3557 
ft.  The  greatest  head  is  115  ft.  The  greatest  head 
on  the  concrete  section  is  46  ft.  For  the  first  1815  ft. 
it  is  of  reinforced  concrete  with  an  inside  diameter 
of  87  in.  The  thickness  of  concrete  at  the  bottom 
is  7  in.  and  5  in.  at  the  top.  Concrete  pipe,  while  per- 
haps costing  more  than  steel  pipe,  will  have  a  much 
greater  life. 

The  pipe  is  made  in  wooden  forms,  both  inside  and 
out.  It  is  reinforced  with  one  layer  of  triangle  mesh 
fabric,  the  weight  of  the  fabric  being  varied  in  pro- 
portion to  the  head  on  the  siphon,  to  get  a  safety  fac- 
tor of  two  without  reference  to  the  strength  of  con- 
crete. For  stiffening  a  longitudinal  strip  is  placed 
along  the  top  and  also  the  bottom  of  the  pipe.  Be- 
tween the  concrete  and  steel  sections  is  an  expansion 
joint  inclosed  in  a  block  of  concrete  10  ft.  square,  and 
having  a  depth  of  12  ft.  A  complete  crushing 
and  mixing  plant  was  erected  convenient  to  the  pipe. 

The  steel  section  has  a  minimum  inside  diameter 
of  86  in.  and  a  thickness  of  %  in.  At  the  lowest  point, 
where  it  crosses  Baldwin  Creek,  this  siphon,  like  the 
first  one,  is  supported  on  rubble  masonry  piers,  and 
the  longest  .span  is  carried  on  15  in.  I  beams.  This 
crossing  is  not  as  difficult  or  extensive  as  that  of  the 
first.  From  the  outlet  of  siphon  No.  2  there  is  no  in- 
terruption in  the  canal  until  the  forebay  is  reached. 


Commencing   a   Section    of   ConciPtc    Plpp. 

Building  Concrete   Pipe. 
Crusliing  Plant  anil  Fiulslied  Pipe   In    Pluce. 

Steel   Section   Crossing  Baldwin   Creek. 
Entire  Siphon,  Concrete  Section  in  Distance. 
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Between  the  intake  and  the  first  siphon  the  canal 
has  a  capacity  of  325  second  feet  or  13,000  hydrauHc 
miners'  inches  of  water.  The  width  at  the  bottom  is 
11  ft.  and  the  depth  of  water  5>^  ft. 

As  the  canal  is  not  lined  throughout,  there  is  no 
attempt  to  maintain  any  predetermined  slant  to  the 
sides.  In  fact,  the  material  at  almost  all  points  is  such 
that  the  sides  are  practically  vertical.  At  a  few  places 
where  there  might  be  danger  of  the  side  wall  falling 
in,  a  dry  rubble  wall  has  been  built  to  form  a  sort  of 
rip-rap.  Below  the  outlet  of  the  second  siphon  the 
■  canal  has  a  greater  capacity  than  at  the  entrance,  as 
considerable  water  is  supplied  from  the  several  creeks 
which  are  crossed  by  the  siphon.  In  this  section  the 
canal  has  a  width  of  16  ft.  on  the  bottom ;  the  depth  of 
water  is  6j4  ft.  and  the  normal  capacity  is  500  second 
ft.  or  20,000  hydraulic  miners'  inches  of  water. 

The  water  supply  from  the  small  streams  is  added 
as  follows :  A  small  masonry  dam  in  North  Battle 
Creek  diverts  the  flow  into  a  canal,  which  carries  the 
water  two  miles,  and  delivers  it  into  Darrah  Creek. 
This  water  with  that  of  Darrah  Creek  flows  down  the 
creek  to  a  point  below  the  junction  with  Baldwin 
Creek,  when  another  small  diverting  dam  is  reached. 
From  here  the  flow  is  carried  in  a  semi-circular  steel 
flume  having  a  diameter  of  10  ft.  to  a  point  near  the 
outlet  of  siphon  No.  2,  where  it  is  delivered  into  the 
main  canal. 

The  9  spillways  throughout  the  length  of  the 
canal  are  constructed  oi  rubble  masonry.  Six  of  them 
are  at  points  where  the  canal  crosses  small  canyons 
or  gulches.  In  construction,  a  masonry  wall  is  built 
across  the  gulch  acting  as  the  outer  wall  of  the  canal. 
At  the  bottom  of  this  wall  is  a  concrete  sand  box  and 
in  the  wall  itself  are  a  pair  of  sluice  gates  consisting 
of  cast  iron  plates  on  brass  bearing  guides.  The  open- 
ings are  30  x  30  in.  and  are  operated  b}^  a  screw  and 
nut  in  a  bronze  bearing.  The  dimensions  of  the  spill- 
ways are :  length  140  ft. ;  crest  above  bottom  of  ditch 
8  ft. 

The  canal  was  excavated  throughout  by  means 
of  steam  shovels,  four  shovels  being  used  at  times. 
Two  were  No.  49  Marion  %  yard  rock  dipper,  25  ft. 
boom  and  14  ft.  dipper  sticks,  one  was  a  model  30 
Vulcan,  and  one  a  No.  60C  Bucyrus.  The  latter  is  of 
a  considerably  greater  capacity  than  the  other  three 
and  it  is  interesting  to  note  in  this  connection,  that 
due  in  all  probability  to  its  larger  capacity  and  longer 
boom,  its  work  was  not  as  satisfactory  either  in  econ- 
omy or  speed  of  excavation,  as  the  smaller  machines. 
Under  the  best  conditions  of  work,  it  was  observed 
that  one  Marion  shovel  working  on  a  day  and  night 
shift  could  excavate  615  yards  per  day. 

In  excavating  the  canal  the  first  operation  was 
to  drill  three,  but  more  generally,  four  holes  abreasr 
and  to  the  bottom  of  the  cut.  These  holes  were 
drilled  with  2%.  in.  Burleigh  drills,  and  the  rows  were 
spaced  about  8  ft.  apart.  The  amount  of  explosive  in 
loading  was  detenmined  from  the  nature  of  the  drill- 
ing. The  explosive  used  was  40%  giant,  20%  stump- 
ing powder  and  black  powder.  The  holes  on  the  lower 
side  of  the  canal  were  invariably  loaded  lighter  than 
those   on   the   upper   side,   to   prevent   shattering  the 


outer  wall.  From  20  to  26  holes  were  fired  from  a 
battery  to  a  round. 

After  the  shovels  it  was  necessary  to  clean  and 
trim  the  cut.  This  was  done  with  the  derricks, 
mounted  on  the  lower  bank.  There  were  eight  of 
these  derricks,  two  being  driven  by  electric  motors, 
and  six  with  air  driven  hoists.  With  each  derrick  was 
a  complement  of  about  14  men,  whose  principal  work 
was  to  load  skips  by  hand.  These  skips  are  hoisted 
out  of  the  cut  and  dumped  over  the  outer  bank. 

The  steam  shovels,  as  well  as  the  hoists  already 
mentioned,  were  operated  by  compressed  air.  This 
was  supplied  wherever  necessary  from  4  in.  mains, 
laid  on  the  ground  along  the  line  of  canal.  Air  was 
delivered    directly    into    the    boilers    on    the    shovels. 


Forebay  Reservoir  Excavation,   Penstock  Intake  in 

Middle    Distance. 
Cleaning  and  Trimming  Canal   Excavation   Follow- 
ing   Steam    Shovel. 

ihis  was  found  to  be  more  economical  than  using 
fuel  hauled  over  mountain  roads  from  15  to  25  miles. 
On  the  other  hand,  electric  power  to  drive  the  com- 
pressors, being  surplus  power,  cost  practically  nothing. 
There  were  four  compressor  plants,  one  near  Siphon 
No.  2,  one  about  one-half  way  down  the  canal,  one 
about  three-quarters  of  the  distance,  and  the  last  one 
at  the  boiler  shop  between  the  forebay  and  power 
bouse.  These  compressor  plants  were  naturally  tem- 
porary affairs,  although  the  foundations  for  the  ma- 
chines in  all  cases  were  well  constructed  of  concrete. 
The  largest  of  these  plants,  which  was  the  second 
named,  was  equipped  with  six  compressors  as  follows : 

1  Ingersoll-Sargent  two  stage  compressor,  capacity  550 
c.t.m.  driven  by  a  150  h.p,,  2000  volt  G.  E.  motor. 

1.  Ingersoll-Sargent  420  c.f.m.  compressor,  and  1  Laid- 
law-Dunn-Gordon  240  c.f.m.  compressor,  both  being  driven 
from  a  common  shaft  by  a  150  h.p.,  440  volt  G.  E.  motor. 
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2  single  stage  Giant  compressors,  capacity  220  c.f.m., 
driven  by  50  h.p.  Bullock  motors. 

1  two  stage  Laidlaw-Dunn  compressor,  capacity  880 
c.f.m.,  driven  by  a  200  h.p.,  2000  volt  Form  M,  G.  E.  motor. 

The  other  compressor  camps  were  more  or  less 
similar  in  equipment  to  this  camp,  but  in  no  case  of 
as  great  a  capacity.  In  some  cases  it  was  necessary 
to  pump  water  a  distance  of  several  miles  from  Battle 
Creek  to  supply  the  camps  and  compressors.  A  trans- 
mission line  was  built  early  in  the  work  from  Inskip 
power  house  to  Coleman.  This  line  was  tapped  wher- 
ever necessary  to  deliver  6600  volt,  3-phase  current. 
Eventually  this  line  will  be  used  for  66,000  volt  trans- 
mission. 

The  canal  terminates  at  the  forebay  which  con- 
sists mainly  of  two  wing  walls  thrown  up  by  excava- 
tion with  a  steam  shovel.     These  walls  flare  out  from 


Penstock  Intake. 
Six-foot  Pressure  Pipes. 

the  penstock  which  is  of  rubble  masonry.  The  pen- 
stock has  a  straight  section  17  ft.  wide  in  which  are 
placed  the  main  submerged  sluice  gates,  each  having 
an  opening  6  ft.  high  and  8  ft.  wide.  The  water,  how- 
ever, has  a  depth  of  18  ft.  Beyond  these  gates  the 
penstock  walls  diverge  until  the  width  between  them 
is  50  ft.  Entering  the  front  wall  are  the  two  main 
pipe  lines.  The  ends  of  these  pipes  are  flared  where 
they  pass  through  the  wall,  and  are  given  an  elliptical 
section. 

There  will  be  no  screens  in  this  penstock,  but  in 
the  canal  before  it  empties  into  the  forebay  will  be 
placed  a  set  of  grizzlies,  and  a  waste  gate  and  sand 
box.  The  grizzlies  are  built  up  of  2^4  in.  x  y^  in. 
steel  bars,  spaced  2  in.  apart.  They  are  mounted  in 
a  frame  of  railroad  iron,  and  set  in  inclined  position 
in  masonry  walls. 


Pipe  Lines. 

There  are  two  pipe  lines  laid  parallel  to  each  other, 
although  there  are  slight  variations  due  to  the  contour 
of  the  hill  down  which  the  pipes  are  laid.  These  pipes 
are  built  of  steel  plates,  double  riveted  on  the  long 
seams  and  single  riveted  on  the  round  seams  in  the 
upper  sections,  but  in  the  lower  sections  the  round 
seams  are  double  butt  joints,  and  the  long  seams 
triple  riveted.  The  pipes  have  a  diameter  at  the  tip 
of  6  ft.  and  a  thickness  of  J4  oi  an  inch.  This  tapers 
to  a  diameter  of  5  ft.  and  at  the  bottom  a  thickness 
of  Yi  in.  Just  before  the  approach  to  the  power  house 
both  pipes,  in  order  to  maintain  an  even  grade,  pass 
through  tunnels,  one  being  about  100  ft.  and  the  other 
400  ft.  long.  This  plant  being  equipped  with  three 
main  generating  units  it  is  necessary  in  adopting 
two  pipe  lines  to  make  a  third  connection  common 
to  each.  This  was  done  by  placing  a  saddle  on  each 
pipe,  the  connections  from  which  converge  to  a  steel 
Y.  In  each  of  the  pipes  beyond  the  saddle  is  a  48  in. 
hydraulically  operated  gate  valve.  In  each  of  the  con- 
verging pipes  for  the  three  units  and  just  before  they 
reach  the  Y  there  is  placed  a  48  in.  gate  valve  similar 
to  the  others.  Beyond  the  gate  valves  of  the  two  main 
pipes  and  also  the  Y  of  the  third  pipe  direct  connec- 
tion is  made  horizontally  under  the  level  of  the  power 
house  floor  to  the  water  wheels.  A  pipe  connection  to 
supply  the  exciters  is  taken  from  each  of  the  converg- 
ing pipes  already  mentioned  through  saddles  placed 
on  these  pipes.  Each  of  thes'e'' connections  is  a  pipe  12 
in,  in  diameter  and  each  after  passing  through  out- 
side steel  screw  stem  operated  gate  valves  join  in  a 
T  connection  from  which  is  taken  a  common  pipe  12 
in.  in  diameter.  This  also  passes  under  the  power 
house  floor  and  is  carried  through  a  Y  branch  to  the 
exciter  water  wheels.  The  station  water  supply 
system  supplying  water  for  various  purposes  in  the 
building  and  about  the  grounds  is  taken  from  this 
exciter  pipe  and  the  desired  pressure  is  obtained  by 
passing  the  water  through  a  pressure  regulator. 

The  main  gates  are  operated  by  the  main  water 
pressure  on  the  operating  pistons,  and  is  controlled 
by  means  of  four  way  valves.  These  gates  were  de- 
signed by  Allis-Chalmers  Co.  and  built  by  Crane  &  Co. 

The  total  length  of  the  main  pipe  lines  is  3600  ft. 
The  total  fall  from  the  surface  of  the  reservoir  when 
full  to  the  surface  of  the  tail  water  at  the  power  house 
is  487.53  ft. 

Power  House. 

The  power  house  is  situated  at  the  edge  of  the  in- 
cline about  300  ft.  back  from  Battle  Creek.  This  was 
done  to  shorten  the  pipe  lines  as  much  as  possible 
and  also  to  provide  for  a  receiving  pond  at  the  lowest 
possible  level,  to  give  draft  for  the  water  wheels. 
The  power  house  is  a  steel  frame  structure,  mounted 
on  a  solid  block  of  concrete,  as  a  foundation  both  to 
the  building  and  the  machinery.  The  foundations  are 
carried  down  to  a  stratum  of  sandstone,  which  is 
slightly  below  the  level  of  the  bottom  of  the  draft 
tubes.  A  tunnel  12  ft.  wide  and  9  ft.  deep  runs 
throughout  the  length  of  the  building  directly  in  the 
rear  of  the  machine  foundations.  This  tunnel,  de- 
scribed later,  is  used  for  the  various  systems  of  pipings 
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and  for  oil  tanks,  etc.  The  length  of  the  building  is 
1 18  ft.  and  the  width  59  ft.  It  is  arranged  in  two  bays. 
In  fhe  main  bay  having  a  width  of  35  ft.  is  placed  all 
of  the  generating  machinery.  In  the  other  bay  is 
placed  the  low  and  high  tension  switching  apparatus. 
The  walls  are  of  reinforced  concrete  construction  in 
the  form  of  Hyrib  exjDanded  steel  covered  with  cement 
plaster,  and  have  a  thickness  of  2  in.  This  construc- 
tion makes  the  building  absolutely  fireproof  and  except 
for  the  window  frames  and  sashes  this  feature  is  car- 
ried throughout.  The  danger  of  fire  from  the  small 
amount  of  wood  contained  in  these  parts  is  remote,  as 
any  probability  of  fire  would  be  from  sources  within 
the  building  and  probably  never  from  fire  which  could 
be  communicated  from  the  outside. 

In  the  main  bay  are  placed  the  three  main  gen- 
erating units,  and  the  two  exciter  units.  In  a  recess 
under  the  switchboard  and  in  the  center  of  the  build- 
ing are  all  the  auxiliaries.  The  arrangement  of  appa- 
ratus has  been  carefully  considered  from  the  stand- 
point of  operation,  this  system  having,  like  all  large 
transmission  systems,  its  own  problems  and  peculiari- 
ties to  contend  with.  It  is  intended  that  a  man  at  the 
switchboard  will  at  all  times  have  complete  control  of 
every  part.  At  the  same  time  he  will  be  within  sight 
of  every  piece  of  apparatus  and  also  within  sight  of  the 
assistant  operator  who  may  be  at  any  part  of  the 
building.  This  reduces  the  efficient  running  force  to 
two  men,  and  in  case  of  emergency  the  plant  can  be 
operated  entirely  by  the  man  at  the  switchboard. 

At  the  rear  of  the  main  bay  is  a  line  of  support- 
ing columns  which  carry  the  second  and  third  floors 
in  the  building.  Betv/een  these  columns  and  setting 
back  from  the  main  bay  are  the  cells  containing  the 
four  raising  transformers.  On  the  second  floor,  which 
extends  between  the  four  center  columns  of  the  build- 
ing, is  the  switchboard  and  controlling  apparatus,  10 
ft.  above  the  main  station  floor.  A  platform  extends 
out  into  the  main  bay  4  ft.  which  enables  the  switch- 
board operator  to  see  every  part  of  the  interior.  At 
the  left  of  the  switchboard  are  two  rooms,  one  of  which 
is  used  as  an  office  or  record  room,  and  the  other  as 
a  telephone  booth.  At  the  right  of  the  switchboard  is 
a  dressing  room  and  lavatory  for  the  operators.  To 
the  rear  of  the  switchboard  is  a  storeroom. 


On  a  Tevel  with  this  floor  and  in  the  rear,  extend- 
ing the  entire  length  of  the  building,  is  the  high  ten- 
sion operating  room.  This  is  reached  from  the  switch- 
board through  two  fire-proofed  doors.  In  this  room, 
m.ounted  on  the  floor  are  seven  sets  of  3-pole  66,000 
\olt  oil  circuit  breakers.  Directly  over  these  circuit 
breakers  and  supported  from  the  steel  frame  of  the 
building  are  the  disconnecting  switches  which  operate 
in  connection  with  the  circuit  breakers.  On  the  rear 
wall  of  the  building  are  mounted  the  line  disconnecting 
switches,  the  choke  coils  and  line  ammeters,  and 
directly  above  these,  placed  in  the  wall  are  the  wall 
insulators  through  which  the  outgoing  lines  pass. 

The  third  floor  of  the  building  is  10  ft.  above  the 
switchboard  floor  and  occupies  in  width  only  the 
space  above  the  transformers,  but  extending  through- 
out the  length  of  the  building.  On  this  floor  are  placed 
generator  and  transformer,  6000  volt  circuit  breakers 
and  their  disconnecting  switches,  all  being  mounted 
in  concrete  compartments.  The  connections  from  the 
generators  to  these  switches  pass  under  the  main  sta- 
tion floor  and  thence  up  the  walls  between  transformer 
compartments  and  directly  into  the  circuit  breaker 
compartments.  These  conduits  consist  of  three  in. 
Orangeburg  fibre  laid  directly  in  the  concrete.  The 
cables  connecting  the  generators  and  the  switches  are 
600,000  cm.  varnished  cambric  covered  and  weather- 
proofed. 

The  interior  of  the  building  is  given  a  plain  plas- 
ter finish  without  any  effort  to  conceal  the  structural 
steel  of  the  frame.  The  roof  is  of  galvanized  corru- 
gated iron  directly  mounted  on  steel  channels.  The 
gutters  are  formed  into  the  coping  and  are  of  rein- 
forced concrete.  There  is  a  monitor  5  ft.  higher  than 
the  main  roof  and  12  ft.  wide  which  was  adopted  to 
give  ventilation  during  the  summer  months,  when 
there  is  always  experienced  much  warm  weather. 
This  monitor  is  amply  supplied  with  windows  which 
can  be  left  open  at  least  part  of  the  year.  The  under- 
side of  the  roof  and  all  structural  steel  are  painted  a 
pale  blue,  giving  a  light  and  pleasing  finish. 

The  exterior  finish  of  the  building  is  plain,  only 
enough  decorative  finish  being  allowed  to  give  the 
building  a  chaste  appearance  and  some  attempt  at  ar- 
chitectural   symmetry.      The    upper    circular    part    of 
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the  windows  are  finished  witli  an  ornamental  projec- 
lion  which  pre\ents  rain  and  water  running  down  the 
wall  from  leaking  past  the  window  frames.  Between 
the  main  part  of  the  wall  and  the  second  row  of  win- 
dows there  is  a  lintel  or  cornice  which,  while  it  is 
]?roportioned  for  a  decorative  efifect,  acts  as  a  water 
shed  in  addition  to  the  projections  over  the  windows. 
'I"he  eaves  are  built  into  the  coping  and  water  from  the 
roof  is  carried  away  through  short  pipes  which  are 
inserted  through   the  coping. 

Between  the  power  house  and  Battle  Creek  there 
is  a  natural  swale  which  extends  parallel  to  and  down 
the  creek  for  a  distance  of  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile, 
This  was  probably  caused  by  the  throwing"  up  of  a 
gravel  bar  which  now  confines  the  creek.  The  existence 
of  this  swale  made  it  possible  to  form  a  discharge  canal 
which  allows  the  discharge  flow  to  join  the  creek  at  a 
point  where  a  considerable  drop  is  obtained.  Begin- 
ning directly  in  front  of  the  power  house  an  excava- 
tion has  been  made  down  to  the  bottom  of  the  level 
of  the  draft  tubes.  This  excavation  is  about  40  ft. 
wide;  it  is  lined  with  concrete  retaining  walls  and  floor. 

By  this  means  a  pond  or  afterbay  is  formed  in 
front  of  the  building  which  maintains  draft  at  all 
times.  Beyond  the  afterbay  the  discharge  is  con- 
tracted to  form  a  narrow  straight  section.  This  is 
for   use   of  an   Anderson   measuring  device.      Beyond 


Concrete    .\tterbay,    Showing    Draft-tube    Openings    ot 
Main  Wlieels  and  Automatic  Relief  Valve  Outlets. 

this  the  ditch  is  extended  to  carry  the  flow  to  a  point 
where  it  can  join  Battle  Creek. 

L'nderneath  the  rear  portion  of  the  power  house 
and  ini  a  level  with  the  main  station  floor  is  a  space 
12  ft.  wide  and  the  length  of  the  building  which  is 
utilized  as  a  shop  and  storeroom.  This  is  a  handy 
arrangement  as  it  brings  the  shop  close  to  the  center 
of  operation.  At  the  same  time  it  is  out  of  view  from 
the  main  interior  and  is  separated  by  fireproof  walls. 
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Equipment. 

There  are  three  main  generator  units.  These  are 
placed  in  the  main  ba}',  the  center  Hne  being  parallel 
to  the  length  of  the  building.  Each  consists  of  a  4000 
k.v.a.,  3-phase,  6600  volt  generator,  which  operates 
at  450  r.p.m.  These  generators  are  interesting  on  ac- 
count of  their  liberal  design  and  also  for  the  high  speed 
at  which  they  operate.  The  rotors  have  a  diameter 
of  7  ft.  The  field  poles  are  dove-tailed  into  a  cast 
steel  spider.  The  coils  are  built  in  the  ordinary  man- 
ner of  strip  copper  one  turn  per  layer  wound  on  edge. 
Between  the  poles  are  placed  the  customary  brass 
damping  plates. 

The  stator  or  armature  is  built  in  the  ordinarv 
manner,  the  3-phase  windings  being  arranged  2  slots 
per  pole,  and  are  star  connected.    The  system  of  venti- 


Discharge    Canal    Fitted    With    Concrete    Anderson 
Measuring  Plume. 

lation  and  cooling  is  ingenious.  The  ventilating  ducts 
in  the  laminations  are  placed  close  together  at  the 
center  of  the  stator  and  the  spaces  are  gradually  in- 
creased toward  the  edges.  This  allows  a  greater  quan- 
tity of  air  at  the  point  of  greatest  heat.  The  outside 
cast'  iron  frame  is  amply  provided  with  ventilating 
openings.  On  both  sides  of  the  frame  are  bolted  large 
cast  iron  end-bells.  On  both  sides  of  the  rotor  are 
mounted  centrifugal  fan  blades,  held  together  by  a 
shield,  the  whole  being  constructed  of  sheet  steel  and 
riveted.  The  rotary  action  of  this  part  sucks  air 
through  the  ventilating  opening  of  the  outside  frame, 
thence  through  the  openings  in  the  laminations,  past 
the  coils,  thence  out  on  either  side  through  the  fan 
blades  and  the  draft  is  eventually  delivered  parallel  to 
the  shaft  in  both  directions. 

The  water  wheels  each  consist  of  a  single  runner 
of  Francis  type.  They  are  inclosed  in  the  ordinary 
cast  iron  scroll  casing.  The  wheel  is  mounted  close  to 
the  generator  so  that  there  are  but  two  main  bearings. 
The   shaft   is,    however,    continued   through   the    run- 


ner into  a  third  collar  or  thrust  bearing.  This  con- 
sists of  a  number  of  rings  integral  with  the  shaft  which 
rim  in  an  oil  bath  and  take  up  the  discharge  thrust  on 
the  runner.  The  runner  has  a  diameter  of  34  in.  and 
discharges  in  one  direction  into  the  draft  tube.  The 
wheel  has  a  full  load  rating  of  7000  horsepower.  The 
makers  guarantee  the  following  efficiencies :  at  one- 
half  load  78  per  cent;  at  three-quarters  load  80  per 
cent ;  at  full  load  82  per  cent. 

The  penstock  delivering  water  to  the  scroll  lies 
below  the  power  house  floor.  Separately  mounted  on 
two  cast  iron  bases,  at  a  level  with  the  floor  are  the 
operating  and  controlling  mechanisms  of  the  governor. 


4000     K.V.A.     Generator    and    Water-wheel 
7000    H.P.    Francis    Turbine    and    Governor. 

This  is  designed  and  built  by  the  manufacturers  of  the 
v/ater  wheel  but  is  of  the  Escher-Wyss  type  and  is 
operated  by  oil  under  a  pressure  of  250  lb.  per  sq.  in. 
The  exciters  are  two  in  number  and  are  placed  to- 
gether between  the  second  and  third  generating  unit 
at  a  point  handy  to  the  switchboard  should  it  be  nec- 
essary for  the  switchboard  operator  to  reach  them 
quickly.  The  exciter  generators  have  a  capacity  of 
225  kw.  They  are  direct  current,  120  volts  and  oper- 
ated at  a  speed  of  550  r.p.m. 

The  generator  is  of  the  standard  two-bearing  type 
and  the  water  wheel  runner  is  mounted  on  the  end 
of  the  generator  shaft  and  is  overhung.  The  water 
wheel  is  of  the  tangential  impulse  type  and  is  inclosed 
in  a  cast  iron  housing.  The  nozzle  is  of  the  needle 
type  and  is  operated  by  a  governor  somewhat  similar, 
but  smaller,  to  those  of  the  main  machines.  Within  the 
recess,  directly  beneath  the  switchboard  gallery,  the 
office  and  the  dressing  room,  are  placed  the  auxiliaries 
as  before  stated.  This  space  is  48  ft.  long  by  12  ft. 
wide  and  is  on  the  main  floor  level.    Within  the  space 
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are  placed  two  motor  driven  oil  pumps  to  operate  the 
governors.  These  each  consist  of  a  direct  current  50 
h.p.,  120  volt  motor,  driving  through  a  Morse  silent 
chain,  a  gear  type  oil  pump  which  is  inclosed  in  a  cast 
iron  reservoir.  There  is  also  placed  is  this  space  a  two 
cylinder,  6  in.  x  6  in.  water  cooled  air  compressor,  belt 
driven  by  a  15  h.p.,  220  volt  induction  motor,  and 
also  a  General  Electric,  type  FP.  7  in.,  transformer-oil 
filter. 

Mounted  directly  under  the  switchboard  and  on  an 
iron  frame  are  the  three  main  generator  field  rheostats. 
The  pumping  units  were  furnished  by  the  Allis- 
Chalmers  Co.  of  Milwaukee ;  the  oil  filter  being  fur- 
nished by  the  General  Electric  Co.,  and  the  rheostats 
by  the  Cutler-Hammer  Co.  The  electrical  connec- 
tions between  the  main  generators  and  the  switches 
on  the  third  floor  gallery  are  through  Orangeburg 
fibre   duct   laid   directly   into   the   concrete    floor    and 


Two    4000    K.V.A.    3-Phase    Transformers. 

walls.  Within  each  duct  is  placed  the  600,000  cm. 
muslin  insulated  cables.  The  main  leads  from  the  ex- 
citers are  placed  in  Orangeburg  fibre  duct  and  consist 
of  bare  copper  bars.  This  device  was  used  to  provide 
the  large  carrying  capacity  necessary  and  the  Orange- 
burg forms  sufficient  insulation  for  the  low  voltage 
employed. 

The  transformers  are  four  in  number,  one  being 
a  spare.  Each  transformer  is  placed  in  a  recess  16  ft. 
long  and  12  ft.  deep.  They  are  mounted  on  low  struc- 
tural steel  cars.  These  cars  are  made  up  of  I  beams 
and  cast  iron  wheels  inclosed,  and  were  designed  to 
develop  the  necessary  strength  and  at  the  same  time 
raise  the  transformers  a  minimum  distance  of  8  in. 
above  the  floor.  They  run  on  30  lb.  T  rails  inserted 
in  the  concrete  floor  which  extend  out  into  the  main 
bay,  so  that  the  transformers  may  be  moved  out  where 
they  can  be  picked  up  by  the  traveling  crane. 

The  transformers  have  a  capacity  of  4000  k.v.a. 
They  are  3-phase  delta  connected  on  the  primary  side 
for  6600  volts  and  star  connected  on  the  secondary 
side  for  66,000  volts.  They  rest  in  sheet  steel  cases 
with  cast  iron  bases,  tops  and  covers.  The  cooling  is 
accomplished  by  three  sets  of  copper  coils  and  the 
transformer  is  immersed  in  oil  in  the  usual  manner. 
Both  low  and  high  tension  leads  are  taken  out  through 


the  cover  through  the  conventional  bushings,  the  high 
tension  bushing  being  filled  with  insulating  compound. 
The  totaj  weight  of  the  core  and  case  is  20  tons  and  of 
the  oil,  10  tons,  making  the  weight  on  the  base  30  tons. 
Each  transformer  is  equipped  with  a  4  in.  quick  open- 
ing valve  near  the  bottom.  This  connects  with  the 
extensive  oil-storage  and  filter  system,  and  also  with  a 
special  sewer  for  use  in  case  it  is  desired  to  entirely 
get  rid  of  the  oil.  There  is  also  a  %  in.  filling  pipe. 
This  is  carried  up  the  side  of  the  case  to  the  top  and 
after  entering  extends  to  the  bottom  of  the  case. 
Through  this  pipe  oil  may  be  delivered  from  the  stor- 
age tanks  and  incidentally  through  the  filter,  directly 
to  the  bottom  of  the  transformer.  Thus  the  trans- 
former may  be  filled  without  splashing  or  getting  air 
trapped  under  the  oil. 

The  switchboard  is  of  the  conventional  panel  type, 
the  slabs  being  of  black  slate.  There  are  7  panels. 
The  first  two  are  each  for  an  exciter.  The  third  is  a 
control  panel  on  which  is  mounted  a  Tirill  regulator. 
The  next  three  panels  are  for  the  main  generating 
units,  and  the  last  panel  controls  the  transmission 
lines.  The  switchboard  occupies  the  space  between 
two  steel  columns  at  the  exact  center  of  the  building. 
Before  it  is  the  4  ft.  balcony  extending  out  into  the 
main  bay  on  which  the  switchboard  operator  stands 
and  from  which  he  can  observe  all  parts  of  the  build- 
ing. Mounted  upon  the  first  two  panels  are  the  volt- 
meters and  ammeters,  and  a  double  pole,  single  throw 
main  line  exciter  switch.  On  the_  third  panel  is 
mounted  the  Tirill  regidator  which  derives  its  oper- 
ating current  from  potential  transformers  in  the  66,000 
volt  bus  lines.  The  generator  panels  are  each  equipped 
with  one  ammeter  and  three  point  switch,  one  record- 
ing polyphase  wattmeter,  one  integrating  polyphase 
wattmeter,  one  frequency  indicator,  one  power  factor 
meter  and  the  control  handles  to  operate  the  remote 
control  generator  and  transformer  oil  circuit  breakers. 

On  the  lower  part  of  these  panels  is  a  time  limit 
relay  to  operate  on  the  aforesaid  circuit  breakers.  The 
transmission  line  panel  is  equipped  with  the  controll- 
ing apparatus  to  trip  the  66,000  volt  circuit  breakers. 
These  switches  are,  however,  set  by  hand.  At  one 
end  of  the  switchboard,  and  in  the  rear  of  it  is  placed 
the  extra  panel  on  which  are  mounted  double  throw 
switches  controlling  the  14  station  lighting  and  out- 
lying building  circuits,  the  reservoir  indicators  and 
bell  and  signal  circuits.  To  the  left  of  the  switch- 
board in  the  telephone  room  are  four  circuits  coming 
from  the  outside.  Mounted  on  a  steel  frame  is  a  tele- 
phone switchboard  equipped  with  12  d.p.d.t.  and  7 
d.p.s.t.  knife  switches  and  the  proper  connections  to 
the  various  circuits.  There  is  also  an  extension  con- 
nection from  the  telephone  room  running  through 
conduit  to  a  point  in  the  floor  directly  in  front  of  the 
switchboard.  This  is  so  that  the  switchboard  operator 
may  have  a  telephone  with  him  at  all  times  which  he 
can  plug  into  the  floor  receptacle,  and  enables  him 
to  have  telephone  conversation  without  leaving  his 
switchboard.  The  telephone  lines  on  entering  the 
rear  wall  of  the  building  pass  to  fuses  and  G.  E.  type 
Y  108  Form  B  telephone  transformers.  These  have 
a  ratio  1  to  1  and  are  tested  to  25,000  volts. 
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( )n  the  third  gallery  or  floor  directl}'  above  the 
transformers,  as  before  stated,  are  mounted  the  gen- 
erator circuit  breakers.  These  switches  are  General 
Electric  Type  K4.  They  are  3-pole,  single  throw,  oil 
immersed  and  are  solenoid  operated  and  tripped.  They 
are  mounted  in  concrete  cells.  The  disconnecting 
switches  are  placed  between  the  generator  and  trans- 
former circuit  breakers,  and  also  an  equalizing  bus. 

In  operation,  current  passes  through  the  generator 
K4  circuit  breaker,  thence  through  two  sets  of  discon- 
necting switches,  which  are  mounted  in  their  respective 
concrete  cells  and  thence  through  the  transformer  K4 
circuit  breaker  to  the  transformer.  The  equalizing 
bus  connection  is  taken  of?  between  the  two  sets  of 
disconnecting-  switches  already  mentioned  and  has  in 


High  Tension  Switcli  Gallery.  Showing  Oil  Circuit 
Breakers  on  Outgoing  Lines  in  Foreground  and  Dis- 
connecting   Switclies    Overhead. 

Low  Tension  Switch  Gallery,  Showing  Genierator 
and  Transformer  Switch  Cells  on  Right  and  High  Ten- 
sion   Switches    on    Left. 


its  own  line  a  set  of  disconnecting  switches.  There 
are  4  of  these  sets  of  circuit  breakers  and  disconnect- 
ing switches  in  their  respective  concrete  compartments. 
The  equalizing  bus  extends  the  length  of  the  building 
directly  in  the  rear  of  the  four  sets  and  consists  of 
600,000  cm.  muslin  co\'ered  cable  placed  in  Orange- 
burg fibre  which  in  turn  is  embedded  in  a  concrete 
wall.  The  switch  sets  are  placed  directl}'  over  their 
respective  transformers  and  in  all  cases  offer  the 
shortest  distance  between  generator  and  switch,  and 
switch  and  transformer.  While  they  are  near  to  the 
switchboard  so  that  in  case  of  trouble  they  can  be 
easily  and  freely  reached  they  are  entirely  out  of  the 
way  of  unauthorized  persons  who  might  be  wander- 
ing around  the  station  and  accidentally  come  in  con- 
tact with  a  live  part. 


Station  Circuits. 

The  high  tension  60,000  volt  circuit  breakers  are 
mounted  on  the  second  or  switchboard  floor  but  occupy 
a  s]:)ace  in  the  rear  of  the  switchboard  and  trans- 
former compartments  and  extending  the  entire  length 
of  the  bliilding.  There  are  four  sets  of  three  single 
]iole  circuit  breakers  for  the  transformers  and  three 
sets  of  three  single  pole  circuit  breakers  for  the  three 
outgoing  transmission  lines.  There  are  two  sets  of 
high  tension  bus  lines  which  are  suspended  from  the 
main  roof  trusses  of  the  building,  being  fastened  to 
two  section  Locke  suspension  insulators.  The  circuits 
are  arranged  so  that  current  passes  from  the  trans- 
former directly  into  its  oil  circuit  breaker,  thence 
through  two  sets  of  disconnecting  switches  to  the  two 
bus  , lines.  Outgoing  current  passes  from  the  two 
bus  lines  through  two  sets  of  disconnecting  switches, 
thence  joining  and  through  the  outgoins:  oil  circuit 
lireakers,  thence  throuo-h  another  set  of  disconnecting 
switches,  a  high  tension  ammeter,  and  choke  coils,  into 
the    line. 

Great  care  has  been  taken  in  arranging  this  sec- 
t'on  to  nrevent  the  possibility  of  confusion  in  a  time 
of  trouble  or  of  accident  of  any  kind,  which  may  arise, 
and  the  arrangeinent  has  been  made  just  as  nearly  fool- 
proof as  it  is  possible  to  do  so  with  such  an  elabora- 
tion of  connections.,  The  transformer  circuit  break- 
ers are  placed  against  the  wall  adjacent  to  their 
1  espertive  transformers.  The  line  circuit  breakers  are 
placed  on  the  other  side  of  the  room  against  the  wall 
directly  below  their  respective  lines.  The  disconnect- 
ina:  switches  are  plared  in  two  lines  throughout  the 
leneth  of  the  room,  being  hung  from  steel  channels, 
supported  from  the  stifl^ening  trusses  of  the  building 
and  arp  plared  horizontally.  The  disconnecting 
s'vitche':  for  the  outo-oing  lines  are  placed  on  one  line. 
Those  on  the  trans^'ormer  circuit  breakers  are  placed 
on  another  line  and  in  all  cases  these  switches  are 
directly  above  the'r  respective  oil  switches.  The  hori- 
zontal arr^po'eripnt  of  thes.e  switches  was  made  for  the 
Purpose  of  simplicity  and  safety  of  operation  as  there 
is  nothing:  beneath  them  t'o  interfere  in  any  way  in 
operating-  them.  To  prevent  the  possible  danger  of 
their  falling  out  in  case  the  switch  jaws  should  be- 
come loosened,  a  device  designed  for  this  installation 
has  been  placed  on  the  clip  which  automatically  locks 
the  bar  with  a  latch  when  the  switch  is  closed.  The  act 
of  pulling  the  switch  open,  automatically  opens  the 
l^tch,  the  two  actions  being  made  at  the  same  instant. 
This  device,  while  simple  is  positive  and  prevents  the 
possibility  of  serious  trouble. 

The  high  tension  circuit  breakers  are  General 
Electric  Type  KIO.  The  disconnecting  switches  are 
of  the  same  make  and  of  the  standard  type,  mounted 
on  porcelain  columns.  All  wiring  is  done  with  .)4  in. 
copper  tubing  to  prevent  corona,  and  reduce  the  dan- 
ger of  short  circuiting  between  lines.  Throughout,  a 
consistent  distance  between  wires  has  been  maintained 
of  3  ft.  and  between  any  wire  and  any  ground  of  2  ft. 
In  case  of  a  short  circuit  in  the  high  tension  wire  the 
.greatest  damage  that  could  probably  be  done  would 
l;e  the  shutting  down  of  the  plant,  as  there  is  abso- 
lutely nothing  to  burn.  There  are  no  barriers  or  cells 
of  any  description  in  the  high  tension  work. 
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Contrar^f  to  past  practice  in  California  the  wires 
leaving  the  building-  do  not  pass  through  windows  or 
openings  but  through  the  center  of  a  Locke  wall  insu- 
lator. This  insulator  was  designed  for  this  plant  and 
consists  of  an  18  in.  wall  insulator  in  which  is  cemented 
a  3  in.  glazed  porcelain  tube  3  ft.  long.  The  conductor 
through  the  insulator  is  a  piece  of  brass  tubing 
threaded  at  each  end  and  supplied  with  lock  nuts  and 
connectors. 

In  order  that  these  insulators  could  be  mounted 
in  the  steel  and  concrete  wall  cheaply  and  also  in  such 
a  manner  that  the  insulators  could  be  easily  removed 
without  breaking  or  damaging  the  wall,  a  simple  de- 
vice was  adopted.  A  circular  opening  was  left  in  the 
steel  reinforcement,  slightly  smaller  than  the  insu- 
lator. Fastened  to  this  on  the  outside  was  a  ring  made 
of  thin  galvanized  iron,  having  a  diameter  slightl" 
in  excess  of  that  of  the  insulator,  and  a  width  of  1^  in. 
This  served  as  a  socket  in  which  the  insulator  could 
be  placed.  The  concrete  was  then  applied  to  the 
reinforcement,  and  a  tight  joint  made  around  the  sheet 
iron  ring.  After  the  insulator  is  placed  in  the  wall 
a  ring  made  of  common  Yi  in.  round  iron  of  a  size  to 
iust  slip  Avithin  the  sheet  iron  ring  is  placed  against 
the  insulator,  and  this  ring  is  in  turn  held  in  place  by 
four  wrought  iron  clamps  which  are  held  by  Yi  in. 
bolts  permanently  olaced  in  the  wall  outside  of  the 
sheet  iron  ring.  Should  an  insulator  be  broken,  it 
may  be  removed  from  the  outside  by  simply  loosening 
the  four  nuts  holding  the  clamps,  which  hold  the  mov- 
able ring,  and  a  new  insulator  may  be  immediately  in- 
serted, and  fastened.  The  circuit  after  passing  through 
these  insulators  is  carried  directly  to  the  pole  struc- 
tures of  the  various  lines  which  are  equipped  with 
General  Electric  aluminum  cell  lighting  arresters. 
These  are  placed  in  a  small  steel  and  concrete  building 
about  100  ft.  to  the  rear  of  the  power  station,  and  con- 
sist of  horn  s;aps  mounted  on  structural  frame,  and 
aluminum  cells  immersed  in  oil. 

Station  Wiring. 

All  operating-  connections  between  the  high  and 
low  tension  circuit  breakers  and  the  switchboard;  also 
telephone  wires,  reservoir  signal  wires  and  lighting 
wires  are  carried  in  the  concrete  floors  in  galvanized 
steel  duct.  Provision  is  made  for  lights  at  every  point 
of  the  buildinar  where  it  might  be  necessarv  to  use 
a  light  either  continuouslv  or  on  occasion.  The  main 
bay  is  illuminated  from  six,  four-light  tungsten  clus- 
ters, mounted  on  the  lower  chord  of  the  roof  trusses. 
The  high  tension  compartments  are  similarly  lighted 
with  two  lamp  clusters. 

Poles. 

All  high  tension  lines  and  connections  outside  of 
the  building  are  mounted  on  reinforced  concrete  poles. 
These  poles  vary  in  length  from  30  to  50  ft.,  as  to  their 
requirement.  They  are  square  in  section  with  a  mini- 
mum width  at  the  top  of  8  in.  and  a  width  at  the  bot- 
tom of  14  in.  in  the  highest  poles.  They  are  rein- 
iorced  with  round  steel  rods  and  were  made  at  the 
point  of  erection. 

Tunnel. 

As  already  stated  there  is  a  tunnel  under  the  main 
floor  of  the  building,  which  extends  through  its  length. 


The  floor  over  this  tunnel  is  designed  to  carry  the 
heaviest  load  which  could  be  applied,  and  is  12  in. 
thick,  and  reinforced  with  triangle  mesh  steel  fabric. 
There  are  two  man  holes  corresponding  with  man  holes 
in  the  transformer  oil  tanks,  and  one  large  opening 
made  of  steel  shapes.  A  part  of  this  opening  is  covered 
with  a  grating  which  gives  ventilation  to  the  tunnel 
and  the  remainder  is  covered  with  heavily  trussed 
steel  plates.  The  opening  is  of  sufficient  size  that  a 
transformer  may  be  lowered  through  it,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  removing  the  core,  by  means  of  the  traveling 
crane.  All  electric  power  conduits  are  placed  in  this 
floor.      In    the    tunnel    there   are   two   transformer  oil 


Rear  of  Power  House,  Showing  Wall  Insulators  of 
Outgoing  Hig'li  Tension  Lines  and  Main  48  in.  Hydraulic 
Gate   Valves. 

storage  tanks.  These  are  each  6  ft.  in  diameter.  16 
ft.  long,  and  will  hold  a  quantity  of  oil  somewhat  in  ex- 
cess of  that  used  in  one  of  the  raising  transformers. 
The  piping  system  between  these  tanks  and  the 
transformers  is  extensive  and  will  allow  oil  to  l)e 
circulated  from  any  transformer  to  either  tank;  from 
(Hie  tank  to  the  other;  from  either  tank  through  the 
(liter  to  any  transformer  or  to  a  point  outside  of  the 
l)iiilding,  or  from  one  tank  through  the  filter  to  the 
otlier  tank.  The  mo\'ement  of  oil  may  be  accomplished 
either  by  applying  compressed  air  to  the  tanks  or  by 
means  of  a  motor  driven  oil  pump  on  the  oil  filter. 
This  system  allows,  not  only  of  filtering  the  oil,  but  of 
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Map  of  Coleman  System. 


preserving  it  in  case  it  were  necessary  to  empty  a 
transformer  following  a  burn  out,  and  immediately  fill 
a  transformer  with  clean  spare  oil. 

There  is  also,  in  the  tunnel  another  system  of  oil 
piping.  Oil  is  taken  from  the  pressure  tank  which  is 
supplied  by  the  governor  oil  pumps  already  described. 
It  is  carried  in  2  in.  galvanized  steel  pipes  and  dis- 
tributed to  the  five  water  wheel  governors.  The  re- 
turn from  the  governors  is  carried  in  3  in.  pipes  and 
is  brought  to  a  rectangular  sheet  steel  tank  placed 
on  the  floor  of  the  tunnel.  This  tank  acts  as  a  sump 
from  which  the  governor  pumps  draw  their  oil  supply. 

There  are  also  in  the  tunnel  four  systems  of 
water  piping  aside  from  the  main  water  wheel  supply 
pipes,  and  the  compressed  air  pipes.  The  first  of 
these  systems  of  water  piping  takes  the  supply  from 
the  exciter  supply  pipes  and  after  passing  through  a 
pressure  reducer  supplies  the  cooling  water  for  the 
transformers,  and  all  other  purposes  for  which  water 
is  used  in  and  about  the  power  house.  The  second 
system  takes  its  supply  from  each  of  the  main  water 
wheel  feeder  pipes  and  is  used  for  the  purpose  of 
filling  the  draft  tubes  before  the  water  wheel  is  started 
in  operation.  The  third  system  takes  its  supply  from 
each  of  the  main  pipe  lines  back  of  the  hydraulic  gates 
and  through  a  manifold,  supplies  water  under  full  pres- 
sure head  to  operate  the  relief  valves  on  the  main  water 
wheels.  The  fourth  system  supplies  cooling  water  for 
the  generator  bearings,  and  is  taken  from  the  house 
system.  All  this  piping  is  arranged  to  be  free  of 
access  at  all  times.  The  tunnel  is  ventilated  and 
drained  at  several  points. 

The  construction  work  on  the  Coleman  system 
has  been  carried  out  entirely  by  the  company's  own 
corps  of  engineers,  with  the  exception  of  a  small  part 
of  the  canal  which  was  built  under  force  account  con- 
tract. The  work  of  this  section  has  been  under  the 
general  charge  of  Mr.  Edward  Whaley.  The  con- 
struction of  the  power  house  has  been  in  charge  of  Mr. 
Perry  O.  Crawford,  and  the  work  designed  by  the 
writer  who  has  acted  as  consulting  engineer  for  the 
company.  The  time  of  construction  from  the  letting 
of  contracts  for  machinerj^  to  the  completion  and  com- 
mencement of  operation,  has  occupied  one  j-ear  and  five 
months,  which,  considering  the  magnitude  of  the  work 
should  be  recognized  as  a  creditable  record. 


LOS  ANGELES  NEWS  LETTER. 

The  opening  meeting  of  the  Los  Angeles  Section 
of  the  American  Institute  of  Electrical  Engineers  was 
addressed  bjr  Dr.  J.  A.  B.  Scherer,  president  of  Throop 
Polytechnic  Institute,  and  Mr.  George  A.  Damon,  dean 
of  the  same  institution,  at  Hamburger's  Cafe,  on  Oc- 
tober 17th.  The  meeting  was  presided  over  by  Mr.  O. 
H.  Ensign,  with  about  130  in  attendance.  !Mr.  Ensign 
named  the  chairman  of  the  different  committees  for  the 
coming  year  as  follows :  Papers  Committee,  Prof.  R. 
W.  Sorensen  of  Throop  Polytechnic  Institute ;  Discus- 
sions Committee,  Mr!  C.  E.  Hogle,  of  the  U.  S.  Recla- 
mation Service;  Membership  Committee,  Mr.  J.  E. 
Barker  of  the  Los  Angeles  Aqueduct ;  Entertainment 
Committee,  Mr.  A.  Kean  of  the  Pacific  Electric  Rail- 
way. The  executive  committee  consists  of  O.  H.  En- 
sign, chairman;  E.  R.  Northmare,  secretary;  C.  G. 
Pyle,  assistant  secretary;  J.  A.  Liththipe,  E.  F.  Scat- 
tergood,  J.  E.  McDonald,  and  R.  H.  Manahan.  Regu- 
lar meetings  will  be  continued  throughout  the  winter 
on  the  third  Tuesday  of  each  month,  to  which  all  vis- 
iting engineers  are  cordially  invited. 

The  contract  has  been  let  for  the  street  lighting  at 
Pasadena,  on  Orange  Grove  avenue.  There  will  be 
over  200  solid  bronze  ornamental  posts,  costing  approx- 
imately $100  each.  This  work  is  being  installed  by  the 
Southern  California  Electric  Company,  of  Los  Angeles, 
at  a  contract  price  of  approximately  $35,000.  Both 
of  the  telephone  companies,  the  Edison  Company  and 
the  municipal  plant,  are  preparing  to  remove  all  over- 
head wires  and  service  connections  on  this  street. 

The  municipal  plant  at  Glendale,  California,  will 
within  the  next  thirty  days  extend  their  lines  for  street 
lighting  and  ser\'ice  connections  into  West  Glendale 
and  Tropico.  Plans  and  specifications  are  being  drawn 
for  about  a  mile  of  ornamental  street  lighting  work  and 
an  underground  system  on  the  main  streets  in  Glen- 
dale. 

The  city  engineer  of  Redlands,  California  is  again 
drawing  specification  covering  a  system  of  ornamental 
street  lighting  throughout  the  business  section. 

The  Home  Telephone  &  Telegraph  Company  of 
Los  Angeles  are  contemplating  building  two  or  three 
new  sub-stations  in  the  city  during  the  coming  year, 
together  with  other  improvements,  at  an  approximate 
cost  of  $350,000. 
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PRIMER  OF  APPLIED  THERMODYNAMICS/ 
TENTH  LECTURE. 
Elements  of  Forced  Draft. 
Years  ago  Gallileo,  an  eminent  scientist  of  Italy, 
and  the  first  inventor  of  the  telescope,  climbed  the 
historic  "leaning  tower  of  Pisa"  and  by  dropping  can- 
non balls  of  different  sizes  and  weights  from  the  top 
of  the  tower  found  that  all  fell  to  the  ground  in  an 
equal  time  interval.  This  can  mean  but  one  thing; 
namely,  that  no  matter  what  the  size  or  weight  of  a 
body  may  be,  the  velocity  acquired  in  falling  at  a 
given  place  through  a  given  distance  is  identical  in 
each  case,  and  is  independent  of  the  weight  of  the 
body.  Hence  it  is  seen  that  the  height  through  which 
the  body  is  to  fall  is  the  essential  factor  entering  into 
the  computation  of  velocity.  It  is  found  in  elementarj^ 
mechanics  that  this  velocity  is  computed  from  the  sim- 
ple relation 

V  =  V  2gh 
in  which  v  is  the  velocity  in  ft.  per  sec,  g  is  the  so- 
called  gravitation  constant  usually  taken  at  32.16,  and 
h  is  the  head  or  height  through  which  the  body  falls. 

Now  let  us  take  a  column  of  water  h  ft.  in  height 
as  shown  in  Fig.  23.     It  is  evident  that  on  the  bottom 


Fig.   23.     Water  Analogy  of  Friction  Loss  in   Pipes. 

of  the  tank  there  would  be  a  pressure  over  every 
square  foot  of  surface  in  amount  equal  to  the  weight 
of  h  X  1  cubic  foot  of  water.  If  then  d  is  the  weight 
of  1  cubic  foot  of  water  the  pressure  per  square  foot 
is  equal  to 

pi  =  hd' 
If  now  we  fill  the  entire  enclosure  with  a  gas — 
say  air  for  example —  and  can  measure  the  pressure, 
we  can  apply  our  formula  if  we  know  the  density  or 
weight  of  the  gas  per  cubic  foot.  In  other  words,  we 
can  at  once  compute  h  which  is  from  the  above. 

h  =  — 
d 
Hence  we  make  at  once  a  formula  for  the  flow 
of  gases  under  pressure 


'A  resume',  devoid  of  higher  mathematics,  covering  the 
essentials  of  a  series  of  lectures  now  being  given  by  the  editor 
of  this  Journal  before  the  Senior  Mechanical  Engineering 
students  at  the  University  of  California. 


This  is  a  most  important  relationship  foi  it  can 
at  once  be  applied  to  steam  turbine  velocity  computa- 
tion and  also  to  computation  relating  to  the  air  com- 
pressor. For  instance,  dry  air  at  50°  F.  has  a  density 
of  0.0779  lb.  Consequently  if  we  take  air  at  ordinary 
pressure  of  (14.7  X  144)  lb.  per  square  foot  and  let 
it  flow  into  a  vacuum,  we  get  an  enormous  velocity. 


v=^2g2,=^' 


2X32.16X14.7X144_ 


1321.7  ft  per  sec. 
d       \  0.0779 

We  have  perviously  found,  however,  that  there 
is  a  most  important  relationship  connecting  the  pres- 
sure, volume  and  temperature  of  gases  which  is  sym- 
bolically expressed  as 

pv  =  RT 

where  p  is  the  pressure  in  lb.  per  square  foot  v  is  cubic 
feet  in  1  lb.  of  gas,  R  is  constant,  and  T  the  absolute 
temperature.  Since  density  is  the  weight  per  cubic 
foot  of  a  gas,  we  have  the  important  relationship 

1  P 

d  =  —  or  d  = 

v  RT 

Hence  we  can  determine  at  once  the  density  of 
the  gas  under  consideration  for  any  pressure  and  tem- 
perature, and  having  computed  this,  we  then  find  its 
velocity  of  efflux  by  substituting  in  the  formula 

We  must,  however,  be  careful  in  substituting  the 
correct  value  of  pi  in  the  last  formula  by  remembering 
that  this  pi  is  the  difference  in  pressure  between  the 
compressed  gas  and  the  outer  air  or  chamber  into 
which  the  gas  discharges,  while  p  is  the  absolute  pres- 
sure of  the  gas  under  compression.  A  single  example 
will  suffice  to  illustrate  this.  Let  us  find  from  the 
above  formula  the  velocity  of  dry  air  of  50°  F.,  escap- 
ing into  the  atmosphere  through  any  shaped  orifice  in 
any  pipe  or  reservoir,  in  which  the  pressure  is  4  oz. 
above    the    outside    atmospheric    pressure.      Here    we 

4 
have  g^  32.16,  pi  =  —  lb.  per  square  foot,  R  =  53.37, 
16 


T  ^  459.4  -\-  50,  p  ^  14.7  -| .  Hence  substituting  we 

16 


have 


-    |2gP.    RT_ 
l71  ft.  per  sec. 


V^ 


X32.16  X  0.25X53.37  X  509.4 
14.95 


The  quantit}-  in  cubic  feet  per  sec,  of  air  or  gas 
under  a  given  pressure  that  will  flow  through  an  orifice 
is  readily  computed  by  multiplying  this  velocity  by 
the  effective  area  of  the  orifice  in  square  feet.     Thus 


Q 


av 


2g 


l=^^l 


2gp,  RT 


\    "   d  \         p 

The  effective  area  is  obtained  by  multiplying  the 
true  area  b)^  a  so-called  coefficient  of  efflux.  The 
form  of  the  orifice  through  which  the  air  passes  under 
pressure  has  practically  no  effect  upon  the  velocity, 
but  the  volume  of  air  discharged  is  largely  dependent 
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upon  the  character  of  the  opening.  The  coefficient 
of  efiiux  and  consequently  the  volume  discharged  nia}' 
be  greatly  increased  by  proper  design  of  the  opening 
which  should  be  of  such  form  as  will  render  easier 
the  outflow  of  a  fluid. 

In  round  numbers  the  coefficient  of  efflux  when 
the  pressure  differences  are  comparatively  small, 
as  in  the  case  of  a  fan  for  mechanical  draft,  may  be 
taken  as  follows : 

For  air  orifice   in   a  thin  plate 0.56 

For  a  rounded-off    conical    mouthpiece 0.98 

For  a  short   cylindrical   pipe    0.75 

For  a  conical  pipe  whose  angle  of  convergence  is  about  6°  0.92 

In  the  study  of  hydraulics,  it  has  been  determined 
that  there  is  a  certain  loss  of  effective  head  due  to  the 
friction  of  water  against  the  sides  of  the  conducting 
medium.  This  loss  in  head  is  found  to  be  very  ap- 
proximately proportional  to  the  square  of  the  velocity, 
to  the  length  of  the  pipe,  and  inversely  proportional  to 
the  diameter.    Thus : 


hi  =  f  - 


X 


in  which  f^  coefficient  of  resistance  of  friction,  determined  by 
experiment. 
1^  length   of   pipe   in   feet, 
d  =  diameter   of  pipe   in   feet, 
v^  velocity   in   feet   per   second. 
gz;=  acceleration   due    to   gravity  ^  32.16. 

For  air  in  galvanized  iron,  carefully  made  and  erected 
with  all  internal  laps  extending  in  the  direction  of  air 
movement,  by  experiment  f  has  been  found  to  have  a 
value  of  0.039,  while  for  water  flowing  in  pipes,  it  has 
an  average  value  of  0.02.  The  value  of  f,  however,  is 
not  an  exact  constant.   In  the  investigations  of  Unwin, 


It  was 


found  that  f  =  C{  1  +77n  )•      It  is  evident  that 

this  difference  for  f  is  very  slight  for  pipes  of  large 
diameters. 

We  are  now  ready  to  see  at  a  glance  how  the 
formula  for  chimney  design  with  varying  altitude 
above  sea-level  assumed  in  the  last  lecture  can  readily 
be  determined. 

1  v=  p 

Thus    since    11^  =  1 —  x ^^^d  h'  =  — 

d  2g  D 


we    have 


1  v=  /-  36X      1         v= 

P  =  f—  X XI3  =  C  I    l-\ I  —  .  .  D 

d  2g  V,  lOa  /    d  2g 

or  p=  B  I    1-1 I  —  •   v=D, 

V      d    /d 


■where  B  rzz- 


weight^W^q  X  D  =  a-  Dv  =- 


7rd2 


•vD. 


W^x  16 


W  X  4 

v  = 

■n-a-T) 

■W2                                   16 
:  C, ,   where    C,  = 


ff=  d*  D^ 
Hence     substituting,     p 


d«D= 


1        C,  W=  D 

X 

d*  D= 


=  C-C,-I   1  + 


or  .-solving  for  "W  "we  have 


W-'  = 


pDd-^ 


CCi  A  -F'^y 


or  W=  K 


pDds 


(-¥> 


where  K 


Vi 


The  constant  K  has  a  value  of  87  for  steam  and 
64  for  air.  In  this  formula  Wis  the  flow  in  lb.  per  min., 
p  is  the  difference  in  pressure  between  ends  of  the 
pipe  under  consideration  in  lb.  per  sq.  in.,  D  is  the 
density  or  weight  in  lb.  per  cubic  feet,  d  is  the  diameter 
of  pipe  in  inches,  1  is  the  length  of  pipe  in  feet. 

When  steam  flows  out  into  the  atmosphere  an  ap- 
proximate formula  known  as  Napier's  formula  is  very 

6 

convenient   in   computation.    W  =  —  p  a,  in  which  p 

7 

is  the  absolute  pressure  in  lb.  per  square  inch,  and  a 
is  the  area  of  orifice  in  square  inches. 

Let  us  now  turn  our  attention  to  the  question  of 
mechanical  draft.  Primarily  introduced  for  the  pur- 
pose of  increasing  the  rate  of  combustion,  artificial 
draft  was  designated  as  "forced  draft,"  its  field  of  ap- 
plication being  considered  to  begin  where  that  of  the 
chimney  ended.  By  later  refinements  it  has,  however, 
become  not  only  a  means  of  assisting  chimney  draft, 
and  of  producing  the  conditions  requisite  to  accelerated 
combustion,  but  it  is  now  in  many  cases  accepted  as 
a  convenient  and  efficient  substitute  for  the  chimney 
under  all  ordinary  conditions. 


Fig.   24.     Mechanical  Draft  Blower. 

In  Fig.  24  will  be  seen  a  typical  example  of  a 
blower  used  in  the  production  of  mechanical  draft. 
In  this  illustration  is  seen  a  steel  pressure  blower 
manufactured  by  the  Sturtevant  Company  of  Boston, 
Massachusetts.    This  type  of  fan,  as  its  name  indicates, 
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is  a  pressure  blower  rather  than  a  vohime  blower. 
That  is,  the  wheel  is  of  such  dimensions  as  to  make  it 
possible  to  deliver  a  comparatively  small  amount  of 
air  under  high  pressure.  Other  designs  are  of  course 
made  by  this  company  and  other  manufacturers  to  meet 
the  opposite  condition,  or  large  volume  of  air  delivered 
under  low  pressure. 

It  is  interesting  to  look  into  some  of  the  funda- 
mental equations  of  forced  draft  in  order  to  get  an  idea 
of  economy  in  installation.  From  fundamental  me- 
chanics we  learn  that  energy  is  found  in  nature  in  two 
forms,  kinetic  and  potential.  Energy  of  life  or  motion 
described  by  the  Romans  as  "vis  viva"  is  expressed 
mathematically  as  the  mass  of  a  moving  body  multi- 
plied by  Yz   the  square  of  its  velocity  in  symbols  is 

W  v= 

.    Again  a  body  may  not  have  motion  at  all  and 

2g 
yet  possess  energy.  Thus  a  stone  on  a  high  hill  pos- 
sesses energy  from  its  very  position  for  if  unbalanced 
in  its  high  position  it  may  at  any  moment  descend 
great  distances  and  do  work.  The  hammer  of  a  pile- 
driver  lifted  to  its  upper  limit  possesses  this  poten- 
tial energy  and  the  next  instant  this  potential  energy 
is  converted  into  kinetic  energy.  Potential  energy  is 
mathematically  expressed  as  the  product  of  the  weight 
of  a  body  and  its  height  above  the  lower  plane  of  de- 
scent, or  W  h. 

In  considering,  the  theory  of  mechanical  draft  let 
us  derive  some  fundamental  equations  by  putting  the 
kinetic  energy  of  the  entering  air  or  gas  as  equal  to  the 
potential  energy  it  must  possess  in  order  to  per- 
form its  work.    Thus  we  have 

Wv2  P 

=  Wh,    but    p  ^  h- d,    or    li  :^  — 

2g  a 

Hence  cancelling  out  and  substituting,  we  have 

Where  p^  pressure  in  lb.  per  sq.  ft. 

d^  density  or  weight  per  cubic  foot. 
g  =  gravity   constant   or   32.16. 

Since  power  is  the  time  rate  of  doing  work,  if  we 
have  a  fan  moving  at  a  peripheral  speed  of  v  ft.  per 
sec.  against  a  total  pressure  of  a  p  lb.,  then  the  fan 
performs  a  p  v  ft.  lb.  per  second.  Denoting  Power 
by  P  and  substituting  for  p  from  the  above  equation 

v^  d         d  a  v' 

P=3av  X  =  — 

2g  2g 

From  these  equations  we  see  the  important  laws 
in  mechanical  draft  design ;  namely,  the  pressure  given 
out  by  the  fan  varies  as  the  square,  while  the  power 
required  varies  as  the  cube  of  the  velocity.  This  is 
very  important  to  remember  in  picking  a  fan  to  per- 
form given  conditions  in  chimney  draft,  for  by  simply 

doubling  the  velocity,  eight  times  the  power  will  be  re- 
quired. 

It  will  be  instructive  to  illustrate  this  by  solving 
a  particular  installation.  Let  us  suppose  that  in  a 
power  house  we  need  for  proper  combustion  of  the 
fuel,  15,000  cu.  ft.  of  air  per  min.  at  a  draft  pressure 
o:  1.25  oz.  Upon  investigation  we  find  two  mechan- 
ical draft  apparatus  ofifered.     One  has  a  diameter  of 


30  in.,  gives  a  pressure  of  1  oz.  at  740  revs,  per  min.  and 
forces  405  cu.  ft.  per  min.,  requiring  0.16  h.p.  per  inch 
of  width  of  blade  installed.  The  second  fan  has  a 
diameter  of  54  in.,  gives  a  pressure  of  1  oz.  at  410 
revs,  per  min.  and  forces  726  cu.  ft.  per  min.,  requiring 
0.29  h.p.  per  inch  of  width  of  blade  installed.  Let 
us  compute  the  widths  required  and  the  power  in  each 
case. 
Let 

Pi,  Vj^  pressure    and    velocity,  necessary    to    produce    required 

chimney  draft,   first  case. 
p^„  v„  =  pressure    and    velocity    necessary    to    produce    required 

chimney  di'aft,  second  case. 
Pr  ^'3  =  P^'s^^i^''^  and  velocity  of  first   machine  at  given   rating. 
Pj.  v^  =  pressure  and  velocity  of  second  machine  at  given  rating. 
Since  diam.  ^30in.  and  r. p.m.  =  740 

3.1416  x30  x740 
•.  v,=  3.1416   X  d  X  740  =    ■ =  5815   ft.   per  min. 


5790  ft.  per  min. 


vM 


12 

3.1416 

X  54x 

410 

—  ^7 

12 

vid 

._£: 

2g 

_v? 

Pa 

v|d 

v.^ 

2g 


Pi_ 

Pa 


substituting 

1     or  2  rj     rj  r 

LOO  =  (sIlS?  °''^'  =^^^WlOO=  ^^^°  ^'-  P^-"  "^'"• 


1.25  v^  „„„     (1.25       ,,„_. 

LOO  ^  (5790r  "^ ""'-  '-^  ^^^°  \  LOO  =  ^^^"^  ^'-  P"  '"'"■ 

Similarly,  where  q  is  total  quantity  of  air  per  min. 

q  ^av 

or 

qi  avj  Vi 

V,  6500 

...  qj^  q, ^  405  X ^  453  per  in.  of  width. 

V3  5S15 

V,.  6470 

q.,  :z=  q^ =  726  x =:S11  per  in.  of  width. 

V,         5790 

15000 

Hence  width    of    first    fan    is ^  33.4  in. 

453 

15000 

width  of  second  fan  is ^18.5  in. 

811 


/   6500  y 

Power    required    first    fan    P,  =  33.4x1 1x0.16  =  7.49    h.p. 

\   5815    / 

/6470\» 

Power   required  second   fan   P,  =  18.5x1    |    x  0.29  =  7.48  h.p. 

\   5790  / 


Hence  it  is  seen  in  this  case  that  the  powers  re- 
quired are  practically  the  same,  although  the  sizes  of 
apparatus  vary  considerably. 

Many  times  short  chimneys  are  used  and  mechan- 
ical draft  apparatus  installed,  consisting  of  either  an 
exhaust  fan  in  the  smoke  flue  or  a  mechanical  or  steam- 
jet  blower  underneath  the  grate  bars.    An  INDUCED 
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D.O  AFT  is  produced  by  the  former  and  a  FORCED 
DRAFT  by  the  latter.  The  advisability  of  installing 
mechanical  draft  apparatus  is  dependent  upon  the  re- 
sults of  an  economical  comparison  with  the  saving  re- 
sulting from  the  lessened  necessary  height  of  the 
chimney  and  the  useful  results  or  saving  accomplished 
by  installation  of  an  economizer  in  the  stack  which 
materially  reduces  the  stack  temperatures,  thus  less 
enmg  the  natural  draft. 

THERMOTWISTERS. 

1.  Allowing  for  an  efficiency  of  75  per  cent,  what  is  the 
power  required  to  drive  a  mechanical  draft  fan  with  a  rounded- 
off  conical  mouthpiece  7  in.  in  diameter  which  delivers  air 
at  2  oz.  pressure  with  a  velocity  of  86  ft.  per  sec? 

2.  If  the  diameter  of  the  above  fan  is  27  in.,  what  is  the 
number  of  revs,  per  min.  it  undergoes? 

3.  Air  is  driven  through  a  pipe  12  in.  in  diam.  2000  ft. 
long.  The  difference  in  pressure  between  the  two  ends  is  1 
oz.  How  many  lb.  of  air  are  delivered  per  min.  and  what  is  the 
velocity  of  the  air  and  the  horsepower  required? 

Solution  of  Thermotwlsters — SeTenth  Lecture. 

1.  Steam  at  100  lb.  pressure  is  mixed  with  water  at  100° 
F.  The  weight  of  the  water  increases  from  10  to  11  lb.  and  its 
temperature  rises  to  1971/2°  F.  What  is  the  percentage  of  dry- 
ness  of  the  steam? 

From  steam  tables  for  100   lb.  pressure  I  find 

h,:=29S.5,  L,(,  =  SS7.6,  W  =  l,  w  =  10,  h  =  68,  hj,=  165.6 

We   have 

hj  (w  -|-  W)  —  wh  +  Wh„ 


Wh„ 


Substituting 


165.6  (10  +  1)  —  10  X  S8  +  1  X  298.5        843.1 


N„  =  - 


:0.95 


1  X  887.6 


887.6 


2.  The  same  steam  Is  condensed  in  and  discharged  from  a 
coil,  its  temperature  becoming  210°,  and  10  lb.  of  surrounding 
water  rise  in  temperature  from  100°  to  204%°.  Find  the  quality 
of   the   steam. 

On  page  356,  we  have  for  the  surface  condensing  calori- 
meter 

whj  +  Wh.  —  wh  —  Wh„ 


WL 

and   from   tables  we   find 

hj=z:  172.45,    h3  =  178.3,    h  = 
Substituting,   we   have 


:  298.5,    L,„^887.6. 


10  X  172.45  -I-  1  X  178.3  —  10  X  68  —  1  y  298.5        924.3 

Kj  = = =1.041 

1  X  887.6  887.6 

Ans. 

Hence  since  factor  is  greater  than  unity  tlie  steam  must 
have  been  superheated. 

3.  What  is  the  maximum  percentage  of  wetness  that  can 
be  measured  in  a  throttling  calorimeter  in  steam  at  100  lb. 
pressure,  if  the  discharge  pressure  is  30  lb.? 

There  must  be  enough  heat  liberated  from  the  moist  steam 
to  superheat  or  at  least  to  evaporate  all  the  moisture  in  the 
steam  when  it  gets  to  the  lower  pressure  by  throttling. 

XjLj -|- h  =  total  heat  in  original  steam. 

H^  1163.5  B.t.u.,  or  total  heat  required  at  lower  pressure  of 
30  lb. 

Hence 

XjLj  -|-  h  must  equal  1163.5. 
At  100   lb.  press,   abs.  L„:=  887.6   h„  =  298.5. 
.:.  887.6  X„ -I- 298.5  =z)  1163.5. 
or 

1163.5  —  298.5        865.0 

X„:= = =:0.976.     Ans. 

887.6  887.6 

4.  Steam  at  100  lb.  pressure  has  added  to  it  from  an  ex- 
ternal source  30  B.t.u.  per  pound.  It  is  throttled  to  30  lb. 
pressure,  its  temperature  becoming  270.3'  F.  What  was  the 
dryness? 


On  page  356,  I  find  formula  for  added  heat  to  be 
H  +  k(T  — t)— h.  — Q 


X„  =  - 


From  tables 
H=1163.5,    k  =  0.4S,   T=:270.3,   t  =  250.3,   h„  =  298.5,    L,  ^  887.6, 
Hence  substituting 


1163.5  +  0.48  (270.3  —  250.3)  —  298.5  - 


-30 


X„  =  - 


887.6 


855 


.:.X„  =  - 


:  0.964.     Ans. 


887.6 

5.  In  tlie  last  problem,  the  added  heat  is  from  an  electric 
current  of  5  amperes  provided  for  one  minute,  the  voltage  fall- 
ing from  220  to  110.  What  was  the  amount  of  heat  added  and 
the  percentage  of  dryness  of  the  steam? 

In  lecture  we  find  1  B.t.u.  ^17.59  watts  per  min. 

220 -f  110 

Avg.  voltage  applied^ ^165. 

2 

Volts  X  amps.  =  165  x  5  ^  825  watts  per  min. 

.825 

^46.9  B.t.u.  Applied.     Ans. 

17-.59 


.■■x„  = 


1163.5  -f  0.48  (270.3  —  250.3)  —  298.5  —  46.9 


838.1 


887.6 


:  0.945. 


Ans. 


887.6 


6.  An  engine  consunties  10,000  lb.  of  dry  steam  per  hour,  the 
moisture  having  been  completely  eliminated  by  a  receiver 
separator  which  at  the  end  of  one  ihour  is  found  to  contain 
285  lb.  of  Water.  What  was  the  dryness  of  the  steam  enter- 
ing the  separator? 

Since  285  lb.  of  water  was  separated  from  10,000  lb.  of  dry 
steam,  the  original  weight  was  10,285  lb. 


10,000 


Hence   dryness    of   steam 


10,285 


-^0.972.      Ans. 


POLE-LINE  TEST. 

At  the  request  of  E.  E.  Burgess,  assistant  super- 
intendent of  the  Central  Oakland  Light  &  Power  Com- 
pany, a  number  of  those  interested  in  pole  line  con- 
struction witnessed  a  demonstration  of  the  Murray 
concrete  base  at  the  company's  pole  yards,  on  October 
28th.  The  base  consists  of  a  6  ft.  concrete  stubb,  to 
which  an  ordinary  30  ft.  pole  is  firmly  bolted  and  is  in- 
tended to  obviate  the  rotting  of  the  lower  end  of  the 
pole  which  would  otherwise  be  in  direct  contact  with 
the  earth.  It  can  be  used  either  for  new  lines  or  in 
replacing  old  lines.  The  test  consisted  in  applying  a 
measured  pull  and  noting  the  ensuing  deflection.  All 
present  were  satisfied  that  its  strength  greatly  ex- 
ceeded any  of  the  demands  of  the  most  extreme  sur- 
face conditions. 


NEW  ELECTRIC  COMPANY  IN  TOKYO. 

The  Japan  Electric  Light  Company,  of  Tokyo,  has 
been  successfully  floated.  Subscriptions  were  closed 
on  August  15.  The  number  of  shares  applied  for  has 
reached  106,000,  exceeding  by  6000  the  number  offered. 
It  will  be  remembered  that  this  is  the  company  which 
seeks  to  compete  with  the  existing  electric  light  un- 
dertaking in  Tokyo. 
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CHARTS   OF  THE  ATMOSPHERE/ 

BT  PROFESSOR  ALEXANDER  G.  McADIE. 

Readers  of  the  Journal  of  Electricity,  Power  and 
Gas  may  not  at  first  glance  realize  any  possible  con- 
nection between  aviation  and  the  general  field  of  elec- 
tricity and  the  distribution  of  electrical  energy.  As 
yet  there  have  not  been  published  any  special  articles 
describing  in  detail  the  electrical  plant  of  a  flying  ma- 
chine. Not  yet  has  the  art  of  aviation  reached  such  a 
point,  and  yet  it  is  undeniable  that  as  the  flying  ma- 
chine is  developed  there  will  be  opportunity  for  the 
installation  of  electrical  devices,  both  in  the  control  of 
engines  and  in  the  determination  of  position  and  dis- 
tance covered.  Aside  from  the  purely  technical  point 
of  view  our  readers  may  in  common  with  the  rest  of 
mankind  have  a  general  interest  in  the  development  of 
aviation,  or  in  a  broad  sense  the  problem  of  transporta- 
tion through  the  air.  ^^'hile  much  appears  in  the  pub- 
lic press  relating  to  the  successful  attempts  of  indi- 
vidual birdmen  to  perform  certain  feats,  very  little  can 
be  found  regarding  the  genuinely  scientific  work  which 
must  underlie  all  sure  progress.  Professor  Langley's 
paper  on  the  Internal  Work  of  the  Wind  was  hardly 
noticed  by  the  popular  press  and  yet  it  is  the  very 

'This  revie^w  of  Charts  of  the  Atmosphere,  by  A.  Law- 
rence Rotch  and  Andrew  H.  Palmer,  4to.  24  full  page  charts 
(John  Wiley  &  Sons,  New  York.  1911).  has  been  specially 
written'  for  the  Journal  of  Electricity,  Power  and  Gas  by 
permission  of  Professor  "Willis  L.  Moore,  Chief  U.  S.  Weather 
Bureau. 

DENSITY 

OF 

ATMOSPHERE 


corner-stone  of  the  modern  science  of  heavier  than  air 
flying.  Another  epoch-making  book  of  somewhat  dif- 
ferent character  is  this  volume  "Charts  of  the  Atmo- 
sphere." It  suggests  to  every  meteorologist  a  some- 
what similar  book  upon  surface  winds  and  ocean  cur- 
rents issued  by  Maury  fifty  years  ago.  The  present 
volume  however  forces  a  recognition  of  even  greater 
possibilities  than  the  Navigational  Charts  promised; 
for  while  the  ocean  binds  the  nations,  water  is  not 
man's  natural  environment  and  the  air  is.  Man  had 
sailed  the  seas  for  ages  before  the  Physical  Geography 
was  written ;  but  men  are  only  now  beginning  to  fly. 
And  what  the  future  holds  for  us  no  one  can  predict. 

The  charts  in  this  volume  are  primarily  designed 
for  the  use  of  aviators  and  aeronauts.  So  far  as  we 
know  they  are  the  first  issued  for  this  purpose.  The 
results  of  the  observations  made  for  20  years  at  the 
Blue  Hill  Observatory  in  exploring  the  air  have  been 
used  to  good  advantage. 

We  notice  at  the  outset  the  distinction  between 
aeronauts  and  aviators,  the  former  being  balloon  pilots 
and  the  latter  pilots  of  flying  machines  heavier  than  air. 
Twenty-four  charts  are  published,  each  accompanied 
with  a  page  of  explanatory  text.  The  first  chart  gives 
relative  height,  atmospheric  density  and  temperature. 
Heights  are  given  only  in  English  measures  and  it 
would  be  an  improvement  if  in  subsequent  editions  cor- 
responding metric  values  were  given. 


EQUATOR 


bCi'N    LAT.         60  tl.  LAT. 


Chart  No.  1.     New  Chart  Graphically  Showing  Cloud   Formation  and  Other  Interesting  Phenomena, 
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10  M.P.H, 
Chart  No.   7.     Monthly  Variation  of  Wind  Velocities  at    Blue    Hill. 
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Chart   No.    S.     Hourly   Wind    Velocity   Up    to    10,600    Feet    at    Blue    Hill. 
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Possibl}'  a  parallel  column  showing  dynamic  me- 
ters and  equivalent  pressures  in  millibars  should  be 
added.  This  opens  up  a  matter  of  the  utmost  impor- 
tance, namely,  shall  scientific  units  or  units  that  at 
least  make  a  pretense  of  precision  be  used  now  or  shall 
we  continue  to  use  the  old  and  cumbersome  units  and 
clumsy  tables  for  conversion.  This  it  seems  to  us  is  the 
only  point  on  which  the  authors  can  be  justly  criti- 
cized. For  in  no  place  do  they  use  anything  but  the 
old  English  units.  Perhaps  the  authors  felt  that  as 
the  book  was  intended  for  American  airmen,  it  was 
better  to  keep  to  the  units  in  common  use  and  that  the 
introduction  of  absolute  units  would  not  be  desirable 
at  the  present  time.  Mr.  Rotch's  work  abroad  however 
is  so  well  known  and  his  familiarity  with  kite  and  bal- 
loon data  so  great  that  it  seems  strange  not  to  find 
incorporated  in  this  work  at  least  equivalent  values  in 
units  that  are  comparable  and  have  a  scientific  basis. 
And  it  is  only  a  question  of  time  before  the  new  nota- 
tion must  be  used,  for  the  old  units  retard  rather  than 
make  for  progress.  The  arguments  in  favor  of  the  new 
pressure  unit;  i.  e.,  where  the  pressure  is  represented 
in  units  of  force  and  the  value  of  one  million  dynes 
taken  as  a  standard  and  all  pressure  variations  given  in 
percentages  of  this  are  obvious,  and  the  terms  millibar, 
centibar  and  decibar  instead  of  others  are  daily  ap- 
pearing in  the  literature  of  meteorology.  Tables  are 
already  published  for  the  quick  conversion  of  geometric 
to  dynamic  values.  The  reason  for  introducing  the 
dynamic  meter  is  simply  because  the  value  of  the  accel- 
eration of  gravity  varies.  As  Bjerknes  pointed  out  in 
his  recent  Dynamic  Meteorology  the  surface  of  equal 
heights  is  a  slanting  surface  on  which  equilibrium  is 
not  possible  under  the  sole  action  of  gravity.  On  a  sur- 
face of  equal  height  above  sea  level  a  ball  would  roll 
from  the  pole  to  the  equator  and  on  a  surface  of  equal 
depth  below  sea  level  it  would  roll  from  the  equa- 
tor to  the  pole.  Therefore  surfaces  of  equal  height 
are  not  suitable  as  co-ordinate  surfaces  in  problems 
connected  with  the  dynamics  of  the  atmosphere.  To 
perform  the  same  amount  of  work  unit  mass  must  be 
lifted  higher  at  the  equator  than  at  the  pole.  The  whole 
conception  is  interesting  and  an  idea  of  its  far-reach- 
ing consequences  can  be  obtained  by  thinking  of  a 
dynamic  map  in  which  the  height  of  a  mountain  would 
be  measured  not  by  the  vertical  distance  from  sea  level 
to  summit :  but  by  the  proper  value  of  the  work  done 
in  reaching  the  summit. 

The  text  accompanying  the  various  charts  is  well 
written.  The  diagrams  are  explained  in  an  easy  and  nat- 
ural way  and  there  are  many  references  to  experimental 
facts  which  win  and  hold  the  interest  of  the  lay  reader. 
For  the  professional  airman  the  charts  are  without 
(|uestion  a  "vade  mecum."  Of  course  the  obvious  weak- 
ness of  all  such  charts  from  the  professional  air  navi- 
gator's point  of  view  is  that  they  represent  average 
conditions,  which  may  not  even  be  the  probable  con- 
ditions :  and  obviously  they  cannot  be  expected  to 
meet  the  individual  requirements.  As  Professor  Rotch 
very  wisely  puts  it : 

"In  the  air  as  on  the  earth  it  is  the  unexpected 
which  determines  the  result.'" 

The  charts  are  all  valuable  and  are  particularly  strong 
in  the  matter  of  wind  velocities  at  various  levels,  and 
the  frequency  of  certain  winds  at  certain  seasons.    Of 


course  data  are  chiefly  those  relating  to  horizontal 
movements.  Ascensional  air  currents  and  more  es- 
pecially the  peculiar  intermittent  pulses  which  we  do 
not  yet  adequately  recognize  nor  automatically  record 
are  however  not  forgotten.  In  the  text  accompanying 
Chart  8  it  is  shown  that  intermittent  ascending  cur- 
rents occurring  during  the  day  time  are  strongest  in 
summer  and  when  it  seems  to  be  nearly  calm.  The 
upper  limit  of  these  currents  is  usually  shown  by  the 
tops  of  cumulus  clouds  in  which  descending  currents 
may  cause  vortices  about  horizontal  axes.  Cumulus 
clouds  therefore  indicate  "that  although  the  horizontal 
velocity  of  the  air  below  them  is  less  than  the  average, 
the  conditions  are  unfavorable  for  aerial  experirrients, 
especially  near  the  clouds." 

This  we  think  is  a  matter  of  great  importance  to 
aviators  and  doubtless  as  the  years  go  by  we  shall  find 
that  there  are  certain  hours  of  the  day  or  night  when 
the  conditions  are  favorable  for  aviation ;  and  other 
periods  when  there  will  be  an  element  of  danger.  The 
vertical  stability  of  the  air  is  greatest  during  the  night. 

Extremely  interesting  are  Charts  21  and  22.  The 
former  enables  the  aerial  navigator  who  has  studied 
the  pressure  distribution  from  the  daily  weather  map 
to  forecast  the  changes  of  wind  at  different  heights. 
In  the  case  of  low  pressure  areas  the  closer  the  iso- 
bars the  stronger  will  be  the  wind  and  the  more 
nearly  parallel  or  concentric  to  them  will  be  its  direc- 
tion, which  turns  to  the  right  hand  with  increasing 
height  in  the  front  half  of  the  low  pressure  and  slight- 
ly to  the  left  hand  in  the  rear  half.  Chart  24  gives 
the  aerial  routes  of  the  summer  across  the  north  At- 
lantic. Courses  are  indicated  and  appropriate  lines 
show  the  distance  travelled  b}^  each  wind  and  the 
direction  in  which  the  airship  must  be  headed  to  main- 
tain the  course ;  also  the  distances  which  the  motor  act- 
ing alone  would  drive  it.  These  forces  represented 
by  the  adjacent  sides  of  a  parallelogram  give  the  re- 
sultant progress.  This  and  the  course  to  be  steered  are 
readily  found  by  means  of  an  instrument  devised  by 
Professor  Rotch  and  constructed  by  Casella  in  London. 
AVhen  the  wind  and  motor  act  together  the  resultant 
is  their  sum  and  when  opposed,  the  diflference.  For 
simplicity  the  winds  are  concentrated  in  eight  direc- 
tions. 

The  work  as  a  whole  is  a  practical  application 
of  the  knowledge  deduced  from  many  years'  work  at 
Blue  Hill  Observatory  in  the  measurement  of  cloud 
heights  and  velocities,  as  well  as  other  problems  in 
meteorology  which  were  not  undertaken  in  connection 
with  aerial  navigation.  The  volume  shows  how  valu- 
able the  work  of  the  investigator  becomes  in  direc- 
tions never  dreamed  of  when  undertaken.  The  Ob- 
servatory has  thus  furnished  data  of  the  s:reatest  im- 
portance to  aviators  and  aeronauts.  The  book  marks 
an  epoch  in  aerophysics.  It  is  undoubtedly  the  fore- 
runner nf  elaborate  charts  of  the  air.  even  as  the  Pilot 
Charts  followed  from  ATaurv's  work. 


SOUTH    AMERICAN    ELECTRIC    LINE    AND 
DEVELOPMENT. 

It  is  stated  that  the  Hypothecary  Bank  of  Uru- 
guay will  make  loans  in  order  to  facilitate  the  colo- 
nization of  large  areas  in  the  Departments  of  Rocha 
and  Maldonado  alongside  the  new  electric  railway, 
the  construction  of  which  will  be  initiated  shortly. 
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EIGHT  OF  WAY  AND   LINE  PROTECTION. 

BT   NORTTOOD   W.    BROCKETT. 

Transmission  lines  are  generally  constructed, 
either  under  franchises  upon  roads  and  streets  or 
upon  property  owned  by  the  company  or  upon  which 
it  has  an  easement.  An  ordinary  easement  should 
give  to  the  company  the  right  to  construct,  maintain, 
renew  and  repair  its  transmission  lines  and  if  it  re- 
serves to  the  grantor  the  right  to  use  the  propert}^, 
such  right  should  be  restricted  to  uses  which  will  in 
no  manner  conflict  with  the  use  by  the  company.  The 
principal  objection  to  an  easement  lies  in  the  fact 
that  if  the  owner  of  the  fee  loses  his  propert}^  by  tax 
foreclosure,  the  easement  is  wiped  out,  leaving  the 
company  without  its  right-of-way.  In  practice,  this 
necessitates  an  investigation  yearly  of  the  taxes  upon 
the  property  covered  by  easements. 

Through  the  efforts  of  this  Association,  the  1909 
Legislature  granted  to  the  electric  light  and  power 
companies,  a  right-of-way  one  hundred  feet  in  width 
through  all  State  lands  upon  the  payment  of  reason- 
able compensation  for  the  property  so  taken. 

A  public  service  corporation  is  entitled  to  the 
same  protection  of  its  propertj^  under  the  laAV,  as  any 
individual.  The  principal  damage  to  its  lines  is 
caused  by  trees  and  blasting  along  the  right-of-way. 
In  purchasing  a  right-of-way  or  obtaining  an  ease- 
ment therefor,  a  clause  should  be  inserted  in  the  in- 
strument giving  to  the  companj^  the  perpetual  right 
to  cut  down  or  trim,  upon  land  contiguous  to  the 
right-of-way,  all  timber  or  underbrush,  which,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  company,  are  or  may  become  a  danger 
or  menace  to  the  maintenance  of  its  lines. 

In  cases  where  the  pole  line  is  set  along  the 
edge  of  a  county  road  under  a  franchise,  a  constant 
annoyance  is  caused  by  the  interference  from  the 
branches  of  trees  upon  private  property  contiguous 
to  the  road.  The  company,  under  its  franchise,  has 
the  right  to  occupy  the  position  which  it  does.  The 
owner  of  the  propertjr  has  a  right  to  cultivate  fruit 
and  shade  trees  upon  his  own  property  and  when 
these  rights  conflict,  trouble  follows.  The  writer  has, 
upon  various  occasions  successfully  maintained  the 
position  that  when  the  overhanging  of  trees  upon  the 
county  road  conflicted  with  the  lawful  easement 
granted  by  the  Board  of  County  Commissioners,  that 
the  trees  became  a  nuisance  and  could  be  trimmed  in 
such  manner  as  not  to  interfere  with  the  lines.  How- 
ever, if  the  poles  are  placed  upon  the  extreme  edge 
of  the  road  and  the  cross  arms  and  wires  overhang 
the  propert}%  the  company  has  no  legal  rights. 
Where  poles  are  set  in  this  way,  an  easement  should  be 
first  obtained  from  the  property  owner,  giving  to  the 
company  the  perpetual  right  to  overhang  his  property. 
Every  man  has  a  right  to  use  his  property  in  any 
legal  manner  in  which  he  sees  fit,  so  long  as  he  does 
not  invade  the  rights  of  the  owner  of  other  property. 
An  owner  has  a  right  to  blast  stumps  from  his  land, 
but  he  has  no  right  to  blast  them  in  such  manner 
as  to  injure  transmission  lines  and  if  he  does  so,  he  is 
liable  in  damages.  The  right  to  recover  damages 
and  the  actual  recovery  thereof  are,  however,  two 
different  matters,  as  the  blasting  is  generally  done 
by    some    irresponsible    contractor,    against    whom    a 


judgment  would  be  worthless.  Patrol  men  should  be 
instructed  to  keep  a  careful  watch  upon  all  operations 
in  the  clearing  of  land  and  special  notices  given  them 
to  serve  upon  all  property  owners  about  to  blast  along 
transmission  lines,  the  notice  reciting  the  danger  to 
life  and  propertj'  in  the  event  the  line  is  broken.  As 
a  general  rule  the  owner  is  reasonable  in  the  matter 
and  will  blast  at  a  certain  time  and  in  a  certain  man- 
ner. In  the  event  he  will  not  do  so,  the  court  will, 
upon  a  proper  showing,  grant  an  injunction  restrain- 
ing the  owner  from  doing  such  blasting.  In  a  suit 
for  the  collection  of  damages  for  the  negligent  break- 
ing of  a  transmission  line  by  blasting  or  otherwise, 
where  the  company  has  suffered  considerable  loss  to 
its  machinery  and  service,  in  addition  to  the  time 
and  material  used  in  repairing  the  line,  the  question 
arises  as  to  whether  the  person  causing  the  damage 
could  reasonably  have  anticipated  that  the  mere  break- 
ing of  the  wires  would  have  occasioned  such  a  serious 
loss.  To  protect  against  this,  the  company  should  post 
a  notice  upon  each  pole,  giving  the  voltage  and  stat- 
ing concisely  the  danger  to  life  and  property  which 
may  be  caused  by  the  destruction  of  the  lines.  This 
notice  should  also  state  that  the  wires  are  absolutely 
safe,  unless  interferred  with,  so  as  not  to  alarm  the 
public  in  emphasizing  the  danger.  These  notices  also 
have  considerable  bearing  in  the  case  of  injury  to  the 
public. 


DISCUSSION   PAPER   ON   PUBLIC   SERVICE 
COMMISSIONS. 

H.  W.  Crozier:  How  much  control  do  you  think  the 
Commission  would  be  able  to  exercise  over  the  municipali- 
ses'' Assuming,  lor  instance,  that  It  was  a  ease  of  another 
company,  not  a  municipality,  but  an  ordinary  organization 
^oing  into  the  field  as  a  competitor?  Is  it  understood  that  thp 
"Commission  could  refuse  permission  to  that  competitor,  o>- 
could  allow  both  one  and  the  other? 

Max  Thelen:  That  of  course  depends  upon  what  view  the 
legislature  will  take  of  the  matter.  A  statute  has  to  be 
drawn  up  before  any  of  the  provisions  of  the  constitutional 
amendments  will  be  effective;  and  I  cannot  say  before  hand 
whether  the  legislature  will  confer  upon  the  State  Commis- 
sion the  power  and  duty  to  pass  on  these  new  corporations 
or  whether  it  will  not. 

H.  W.  Crozier:  In  the  states  of  Massachusetts,  Wiscon- 
sin and  New  York  what  about  the  power  of  a  municipality 
to  go  into  the  business? 

Max  Thelen:  In  "Wisconsin  the  municipalities  have  the 
power,  and  a  great  many  do;  in  '!^ew  York  to  a  smaller  degree, 
and  in  Massachusetts  also  to  some  degree;  so  in  those  states 
too  we  find  quite  often  the  situation  in  which  you  have  a 
municipally  owned  plant  and  a  privately  owned  plant  oper- 
ating in   the   same  city. 

H.  W.  Crozier:  It  has  been  admitted  I  believe  (I  am  not 
sure  of  my  point  there)  but  it  has  been  stated  here  m  San 
Francisco  that  it  will  be  absolutely  necessary  for  us  to  pur- 
chase the  Spring  Valley  Water  Works  before  we  can  go  into 
the  water  business— not  so  much  that  it  is  required  by  law,  but. 
as  a  matter  of  expediency.  It  seems  to  me  that  is  a  good 
provision,  not  to  ruin  the  other  man's  property  if  the  city 
were   to   go   into   the   business   itself. 

The  particular  case  I  am  driving  at  is  where  there  is 
an  electric  light  company  which  is  giving  excellent  service,  and 
the  rates  are  low.  For  some  reason  or  other  the  city  wants 
to  go  into  the  business  itself  now.  We  all  admit  that  it  is 
proper  they  should   buy  the  company  out. 

Max  Thelen:     I  think  that  is  a  sensible  thing  to  do. 
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H.  W.  Crozier:  But  apparently,  as  £ar  as  I  can  see,  they 
are  going  into  the  business  and  compete  with  them  like 
anyone  else. 

Max  Thelen:  I  don't  see  how  you  can  prevent  that  un- 
less you  take  away  from  the  city  the  power  to  own  its  own 
plant.  If  the  cities  are  to  have  the  right  to  own  their  own 
plants  then  of  course  there  may  be  cases  in  which  the  citie? 
themselves  are  unjust,  and  you  are  going  to  have  unjus* 
results  to  existing  corporations,  but  I  think  you  will  find  that 
the  cities  will  generally  acquire  the  existing  plants. 

H.  W.  Crozier:  They  have  shown  a  tendency  in  some 
cases. 

Max  Thelen:  They  are  contemplating  that  apparently 
in  this  city  with  the  water. 

W.  G.  Vincent,  Jr.:  May  I  ask  if  any  of  these  Commis- 
sions set  maximum  rates  or  set  rates?  I  think  that  would 
answer  that  question.  If  they  set  rates,  they  could  prevent 
the  municipality  charging  an   unjustly  low  rate. 

Max  Thelen:  In  answer  to  your  question,  I  would  say 
there  are  some  commissions  that  fix  a  maximum  rate.  For 
instance  the  Georgia  Commission  fixes  maximum  railroad 
rates;  but  the  Commissions  of  Wisconsin,  Texas,  Massa- 
chusetts,  fix  the  rate.  Now  I  am  afraid  that  you  are  laboring 
under  a  little  misapprehension.  If  this  constitutional  amend- 
ment passes,  the  State  Commission  won't  have  the  right  to  fix 
the  rate  of  a  municipally  owned  plant.  I  want  to  say  this  in 
all  frankness.  The  amendment  provides,  at  least  by  implica- 
tion, that  the  State  Commission  shall  not  have  power  over  a 
municipally  owned  plant.  It  says  "Every  private  corpora- 
tion," and  by  saying  "Every  private  corporation"  of  course, 
by  implication,  that  excludes  a  public  corporation,  a  munici- 
pally owned  corporation. 

A  Member:  I  would  like  to  ask  if  in  some  of  the 
Eastern  States  having  public  service  commissions,  if  those 
commissions  have  the  right  to  fix  the  rate  on  municipally 
owned   plants? 

Max  Thelen:  Some  of  them  from  Wisconsin  have.  I  am 
not  sure  whether  New  York  has;  I  don't  think  it  has;  but  I 
know  Wisconsin  and  Massachusetts  have  the  right  to  fix 
rates.  I  think  that  Wisconsin  and  Massachusetts  are  the  only 
two  states  in  the  Union  that  give  to  the  State  Commission  the 
absolute  power  to  regulate  and  control  a  municipally  owned 
plant;  but  with  that  qualification  Wisconsin  permits  the  city 
authorities  to  do  nearly  everything  they  wish  to  do  except 
to  fix  a  rate,  and  what  the  municipalities  do  sticks  unless 
there  is  an  appeal  to  the  State  Commission.  Matters  of  ser- 
vices and  facilities  are  regulated  by  the  city  authorities,  and 
the  city  ordinances  on  these  matters  prevail  unless  overruled 
on   appeal   to  the   State   Commission. 

F.  F.  Barbour:  In  regard  to  the  indeterminate  clause, 
in  Wisconsin,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  they  allow  corporations 
which  have  franchises  to  surrender  their  franchise,  and  come 
under  the  terms  of  that  clause.  Do  you  know  what  propor- 
tion of  the  corporations  have  done  that? 

Max  Thelen:  That  statute  was  first  passed  in  1907,  and 
the  corporations  were  given  one  year,  I  think,  within  which 
to  bring  themselves  under  its  terms,  and  surrender  their  fran- 
chises; and  then  another  year,  and  another  year,  and  that 
brings  them  up  to  the  present  year;  and  only  25  per  cent 
have  surrendered  their  franchises  and  brought  themselves 
within  the  terms;  but  the  last  legislature  took  the  bull  by 
the  horns,  and  declared  all  corporations  subject  to  the  new  law 
with  respect  to  the  indeterminate  franchise;  so  in  Wiscon- 
sin every  franchise  is  an  indeterminate  franchise.  That  oper- 
ates very  largely  to  the  advantage  of  the  existing  corpora- 
tions, and  consequently  none  of  them  have  complained.  Of 
course  the  reason  why  the  state  wanted  to  do  that  was  because 
the  municipalities  then  acquired  the  right  to  purchase  these 
companies  at  a  valuation  to  be  fixed  by  the  Commission  with 
an  appeal  to  the  courts. 

S.  B.  Charters,  Chairman:    Is  there  any  further  discus- 


sion? I  had  hoped  possibly  we  might  have  an  expression  of 
opinion  from  some  of  the  corporation  side  of  the  house,  that 
is,  people  who  are  going  to  he  most  directly  and  immediately 
affected  by  the  rulings  of  any  such  commission  as  this  is  pro- 
posed to  be. 

I  noted  in  the  last  Electrical  World  coming  over  tonight  a 
few  points  in  regard  to  the  operation  in  Wisconsin.  As  the 
speaker  said,  the  corporations  were  very  much  afraid,  so  to 
speak,  of  the  operation  of  this  Commission  when  it  first  took 
office;  but  since  then  the  public  opinion,  and  the  opinion  of 
the  corporation  people  likewise,  has  practically  entirely 
changed.  The  result  has  been  in  every  way  favorable  to  the 
corporations,  that  is,  in  this  way,  that  unjust  discrimination 
to  a  very  large  extent  has  been  abolished,  and  there  are 
corporations  which  had  been  forced  by  franchises  and  other 
powers  conferred  on  the  cities,  to  make  unduly  low  rates. 
In  such  cases  the  Commissions  raised  them.  Indeed  it  has 
been  found  that  an  efficient  commission  of  this  kind  has 
been  of  benefit  to  everybody  concerned.  In  the  State  of  Wis- 
consin it  has  been  found  that  the  saving  in  railway  fares 
would  amount  to  a  little  over  a  million  dollars  a  year,  and 
the  saving  in  freight  rates  is  approximately  $800,000;  that 
is  approximately  two  million  dollars  a  year  so  far  under  the 
operation  of  the  Commission  saved  to  the  people. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  has  been  found  that  the  corpora- 
tions have  been  given  a  much  greater  security  in  the  eyes  of 
the  investing  public.  In  a  great  many  places  there  is  to-day 
a  feeling  of  distrust  as  to  what  the  outcome  is  to  he  in  regard 
to  certain  things,  whether  we  may  have  cut-throat  competi- 
tion between  various  companies,  and  whether  a  mimicipality 
may  come  in  and  enter  into  competition  with  a  corporation,  re- 
ducing the  value  of  its  securities.  Under  those  conditions 
there  is  a  feeling  of  insecurity  as  to  what  the  value  of  public 
securities  should  be.  In  almost  every  case  the  corporations 
in  Wisconsin  have  not  only  shown  an  increased  income,  but 
they  have  also  shown  an  increase  in  net  profits,  so  we  can  see 
that  it  works  both  ways.  There  has  been  a  saving  to  the 
people  in  actual  rates  in  a  great  many  cases ;  and  owing  to  the 
increased  security  given  the  corporation  a  possible  increase 
in  income  and  net  profits;  so  I  think  if  we  might  hope  to  have 
a  Commission  which  would  operate  as  efficiently  as  in  Wiscon- 
sin very  favorable  results  might  be  achieved.  Of  course  the 
whole  thing  hinges  on  the  efficiency  of  the  Commission 
which   is   appointed. 

A.  H.  Halloran:  All  those  present  understand  that  the 
State  Commission  under  discussion  Is  something  that  is  pro- 
posed; but  going  ahead  on  the  assumption  that  this  Commis- 
sion is  established  I  would  like  to  know  if  the  men  interested 
in  the  Commission  have  any  preliminary  plan  as  to  the  method 
in  which  the  work  is  to  be  done.  Mr.  Thelen  has  said  there 
will  be  five  Commissioners,  and  thinks  there  will  also  be  a 
secretary.  Now  in  regard  to  the  engineers  that  are  to  do  the 
work,  and  the  various  statisticians  and  evaluators,  has  any 
general  scheme  been  mapped  out  as  to  the  way  in  which  they 
will  tackle  the  various  problems,  the  order  in  which  the  busi- 
ness will  be  taken  up.  and  also  in  regard  to  the  compensation 
which  is  to  be  paid? 

Max  Thelen:  The  Commission  itself,  as  far  as  I  know, 
has  not  made  any  general  plan  at  all.  I  have  a  plan  in  my 
head,  and  if  you  gentlemen  are  interested  I  will  give  it  for 
what  it  is  worth,  although  I  have  absolutely  no  assurance 
that  the  Commission  will  adopt  It. 

There  are  to  be  five  Commissioners  and  a  Secretary.  Of 
course  there  would  be  an  administrative  portion  of  the 
work,  which  would  consist  of  the  commissioners,  the  secre- 
tary, the  stenographers  and  clerks.  In  addition  to  that  there 
would  be  a  rate  department.  There  is  one  already  consisting 
of  a  rate  expert  and  three  assistants.  The  rate  expert  gets 
$3,000  salary,  and  the  assistants  get  a  salary — I  am  not  sure 
whether  It  Is  $2,000  or  $2,400.  Now  in  addition  to  that  it  will 
of  course  be  necessary  to  have  an  engineering  department. 
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That  will  be  one  of  the  most  important  departments  of  the 
Commission.  The  Commission  has  already  selected  its  en- 
gineer. It  was  very  fortunate  in  the  selection.  The  Com- 
mission secured  the  services  of  R.  A.  Thompson,  who  was 
for  nine  years  the  engineer  of  the  Texas  Railroad  Commis- 
sion and  as  such  made  the  valuation  of  the  railroads  in 
Texas.  In  addition  to  that  he  helped  start  the  work  of  the 
Oklahoma  Commission,  and  was  highly  recommended  by 
Franklin  K.  Lane,  of  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission. 
He  is  a  man  who  will  give  his  entire  time  to  the  service — and 
I  want  to  say  that  all  the  men  employed  by  the  Commis- 
sion give  their  entire  time  to  the  work.  Take  my  own  case. 
When  I  was  appointed  I  made  up  my  mind  that  I  would  give 
every  bit  of  time  to  the  Commission;  and  that  is  the  same 
with  the  engineer  and  with  the  other  employees  of  the 
Commission.  If  this  Commission  is  to  do  effective  work  a 
man  must  be  "Johnny  on  the  spot"  all  the  time. 

The  engineer  will  have  various  functions  to  perform 
according  to  this  mythical  plan  I  have  outlined.  First  he 
must  make  a  physical  valuation  of  the  railroad  properties  in 
the  State,  and  that  function  probably  will  extend  later  to 
public  utilities,  at  least  to  such  of  the  public  utilities  over 
which  the  Commission  will  have  control. 

The  second  branch  of  his  work  will  consist  in  what  we 
may  term  inspection  work,  that  is,  to  inspect  the  physical  prop- 
erties of  these  corporations.  Massachusetts,  for  instance,  has 
ten  inspectors  whose  sole  duty  it  is  to  inspect  the  condition 
of  the  railways  of  the  state — the  electric  railroads  and  the 
steam  railroads,  to  inspect  the  tracks,  the  equipment  and 
the  engines.  They  go  out  whenever  a  complaint  is  made 
as  to  any  of  those  matters  and  investigate  the  subject  matter 
of  the  complaint.  They  go  out  whenever  an  accident  takes 
place  and  investigate  all  the  facts  in  connection  with  the 
accident,  and  make  their  recommendations  as  to  how  those 
accidents  can  be  avoided  in  the  future.  That  would  be  inspec- 
tion work  as  applied  to  railroads. 

Now,  as  applied  to  Gas,  Electric  Light  and  Telephone 
companies,  I  think  we  ought  to  follow  as  far  as  we  can  in  the 
footsteps  of  Wisconsin.  Wisconsin  has  divided  the  State 
into  four  sections,  and  in  each  there  is  a  man  who  is  an  elec- 
trical inspector.  He  inspects  the  electrical  plants,  sees  wheth- 
er the  voltage  is  kept  up,  sees  whether  the  testing  of  the 
machines  is  accurate,  and  looks  after  plants  in  his  district  in 
matters  of  the  service.  Those  men  are  out  in  the  State  all  the 
time.  They  come  in  every  month  or  two  and  have  a  pow- 
wow in  the  office,  and  go  out  again.  There  is  a  gas  inspector 
who  inspects  all  the  gas  corporations  in  the  state.  They 
have  a  telephone  inspector  also,  and  have  done  some  very  in- 
teresting work  along  those  lines.  He  has  made  a  test  of  112 
calls  in  each  of  a  very  large  number  of  cities  of  the  State 
in  order  to  see  how  quickly  Central  answers,  and  the  party 
is  reached  at  the  other  end,  how  many  times  Central  tells  him 
that  the  line  is  busy  or  to  call  again;  and  these  tests  have 
been  tabulated  and  sent  to  the  Telephone  corporations.  Some 
of  them  had  a  good  showing  and  others  did  not;  and  the 
result  has  been  that  those  that  did  not  have  a  good  showing 
have  been  trying  to  improve.  Mr.  Thompson  is  a  man  who 
has  done  both  kinds  of  work,  that  is,  both  physical  valuation 
and  Inspection  work. 

In  addition  to  that,  under  this  plan  of  mine  that  I  dream 
about  once  in  a  while  there  should  be  established  here  in 
this  Commission  a  department  of  statistics  and  accounts,  as 
they  have  in  one  or  two  of  the  leading  states.  Very  few 
states  have  paid  proper  or  sufficient  attention  to  this  matter 
of  statistics  and  accounts.  It  would  be  the  function  of  this  de- 
partment to  examine  all  the  reports  which  come  in  from  the 
different  railroads  and  public  utilities,  to  see  whether  they  are 
accurate  or  not.  It  would  be  the  function  of  the  department 
to  establish  a  uniform  system  of  accounting  in  so  far  as  it 
could  work  in  this  state.  The  Constitution  ever  since  1879 
has  made  it  the  duty  of  the  Railroad  Commission  to  estab- 


lish a  uniform  system  of  accounts  as  to  railroads;  but  I 
haven't  been  able  to  discover  in  any  of  the  archives  of  the 
Commission  that  anything  along  those  lines  has  ever  been 
done.  This  department  of  statistics  and  accounts  would  be  of 
great  assistance  to  the  Commission  in  case  of  a  contest  in 
rates,  because  that  department  would  then  be  called  upon  to 
get  the  necessary  statistical  information  for  the  Commission, 
and  also  in  the  matter  of  stocks  a,nd  bond  issues.  It  would 
be  called  upon  to  give  the  financial  facts  just  as  the  engi- 
neering department  would  be  called  upon  to  give  the  physical 
facts.  If  we  had  those  departments — the  administrative  de- 
partment, the  rate  department,  the  engineering  department 
and  the  department  of  statistics  and  accounts,  with  good  men 
in  charge,  who  would  give  all  their  time  to  it,  and  be 
"Johnny  on  the  spot,"  I  think  the  Commission  ought  to  be 
able  to  do  good  work. 

Now  as  to  the  question  of  salaries,  the  Commissioners 
are  to  get  $6,000  apiece.  New  York  pays  $15,000,  but  that  is 
exceptionally  high.  New  Jersey  pays  $6,000,  Massachusetts 
pays  $6,000  to  the  chairman  and  $5,000  to  the  Commissioners, 
and  Wisconsin  pays  $5,000.  The  rate  expert,  as  I  have  said, 
gets  $3,000;  the  secretary  $3,000;  the  engineer  $5,000,  and 
we  feel  ourselves  particularly  fortunate  in  getting  an  engineer 
of  Mr.  Thompson's  experience  who  will  do  the  work  for  $5,000 
a  year  for  two  years.  As  to  the  salary  of  the  head  of  the 
department  of  statistics  and  accounts  I  suppose  it  would  be 
about  $3,000.  That  is  what  most  of  them  receive  throughout 
the  country. 

I  want  to  say  that  this  Is  all  a  plan  running  in  my  head, 
and  has  absolutely  no  official  sanction,  and  can  not  tell  wheth- 
er the  Commission  will  be  disposed  to  take  my  view  of  these 
things  or  not. 

C.  L.  Cory:  There  are  one  or  two  things  that  I  think 
deserve  some  fuller  discussion  than  they  have  had  up  to  the 
present  time.  The  first  is  in  regard  to  the  relations  of  a 
public  service  commission  having  to  do  with  the  control  of  a 
public  utility,  and  a  municipally  operated  public  utility.  Now 
the  fact  is  that  in  the  State  of  Wisconsin  and  in  Massa- 
chusetts, and  to  a  certain  extent  in  New  York,  the  munici- 
pally operated  public  utility  is  under  exactly  the  same  control 
as  the  private  public  utility.  That  brings  me  to  another  point. 
Much  has  been  said  in  this  general  matter  of  the  control  of  the 
Dublic  utilities  regarding  a  uniform  system  of  accounting. 
Now  a  uniform  system  of  accounting  as  proposed  by  many  of 
the  Commissions  I  know  as  an  absolute  fact  is  impracticable. 
They  are  not  any  use.  Thev  have  been  discarded  and  not  used 
by  the  corporations,  for  the  very  reason  that  those  accounts 
do  not  conform  either  to  the  accounts  required  from  the 
auditing  department,  or  the  accounts  that  are  of  most  value 
from  the  standpoint  of  engineers,  as  most  of  us  as  engineers 
know.  T  personally  believe,  if  T  am  able  to  read  clearly  the 
decisions  of  the  good  Commissions — and  I  want  here  to  sav 
without  any  hesitancy  that  there  are  good  State  Commissions 
for  the  control  of  public  utilities,  and  there  are  some  that 
do  not  deserve  anv  adiective  that  we  may  with  nronrietv  use 
in  an  audience  of  this  kind.  We  are  all  much  given  to  think- 
ing of  the  commission  that  has  to  do  with  the  control  of  a 
public  utility,  whether  it  be  a  railroad  or  any  other  public 
utility,  making  that  svnonymous  with  the  Wisconsin  Commis- 
sion. Would  that  it  were  so.  You  will  find  in  the  five  volumes 
that  have  already  been  printpd  of  the  Wisconsin  commission's 
nroceertiuffs.  not  onlv  a  epnpi-nl  discussion  from  the  standpoint 
of  enuitv.  but  concisely  in  the  back  of  each  of  those  volumes 
the  snecific  decisioTis  that  have  been  rendered  hv  the  Com- 
mission, and  those  are  the  valuaMf.  tbings:  those  are  the 
things  that  unnuestionaWv  nppd  to  be  taken  into  considern- 
tion  when  we  are  norpsidpHns  the  TirnhlpTns  of  the  control 
of  nubile  utilities.  Thprp  1=:  onp  -nni-nt  -whioh  has  iTYinresspd 
itBplf  unon  mp  wbiVTi  T  do  not  bplipvp  bns  pvpr  been  taken 
im  hv  the  public  utilitv  connnisBioTiR  Tf  it  b's  T  should  be 
very  glad  to  have  Mr.  Thelen  tell  us  something  about  it,  be- 
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cause  lie  has  had  the  opportunity  recently  of  learning  what 
has  been  done  in  many  of  the  states — that  is  the  labor  prob- 
lem. We  are  taking  up  now  all  over  the  United  States  the 
matter  of  the  rates  or  the  returns,  the  receipts  of  the  public 
utility  corporation.  Unless  I  am  very  much  mistaken  the 
relation  of  the  employer  to  the  employed  has  absolutely  been 
left  to  the  employer.  That  problem  has  been  left,  unless  I  am 
very  much  mistaken,  entirely  to  the  corporations  them- 
selves. Their  losses,  the  loss  to  the  people,  the  loss  to  the 
laboring  man,  the  loss  to  the  employed,  have  been  exceedingly 
great.  I  have  had  it  suggested  to  me  very  recently  that 
possibly  the  Public  Service  Commissions  of  the  broadest  type 
might  assist  materially  in  adjusting  some  of  the  difficulties, 
perhaps  by  arbitration  between  the  employers  and  the  em- 
ployed. If  that  is  possible,  if  it  is  not  done  at  the  present 
time,  if  it  is  possible  to  develop  that  in  the  future  I  think  it 
will   be   distinctly   constructive   work. 

There  is  one  point  I  wish  to  mention.  If  it  were  not  that 
we  are  here  a  gi-oup  of  engineers,  and  we  have  been  compli- 
mented by  one  of  our  State  officials  in  coming  here  to  give  us 
this  discussion  and  valuable  information,  I  should  not  mention 
it,  but  there  is  nothing  gained  by  not  being  frank,  and  that 
is  this:  I  believe  it  is  true  that  the  Commissions  that  do  not 
deserve  the  commendation  such  as  is  given  to  Wisconsin  and 
Massachusetts  have  been  wrecked  upon  one  rock,  and  that  is 
the  rock  of  politics.  I  do  not  believe  that  as  engineers  any  of 
us  will  for  one  moment  allow  that  any  improvements  in  the 
science  which  has  developed  in  engineering,  that  the  growth 
of  communities,  that  the  value  the  public  service  corporations 
have  given  to  communities,  has  ever  been  assisted  by  politics. 
I  do  not  mean  politics  in  the  higher  sense;  I  mean  in  the 
selfish  sense.  True,  all  facts  must  be  obtained  no  matter 
what  the  result  may  be.  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  some 
commissions,  whether  they  be  for  the  control  of  public 
utilities  or  Railroad  Commissions  or  otherwise,  might  be  of 
even  less  service  to  the  community  than  the  commission 
which  consists  entirely  of  gentlemen  of  leisure,  and  which  em- 
ploys a  pretty — but  very  indiscreet — stenographer.  I  think 
that  a  commission  that  is  going  to  conduct  this  work  as  some 
of  them  have — purely  on  the  basis  of  politics,  and  be  con- 
trolled by  politics,  will  not  be  constructive;  they  will  not 
deserve  the  co-operation  of  engineers  who,  I  believe,  it  will 
be  found  are  as  interested  as  any  people  in  the  development  of 
the  proper  relation  to  the  public  utility  corporation  and  the 
people. 

I  am  glad  Mr.  Vincent  brought  up  the  point  of  the  inde- 
terminate term  as  regards  franchises.  As  you  know,  we  in  this 
state  have  had  considerable  difficulty  regarding  the  value  of  a 
franchise  in  valuing  a  property,  and  then  immediately  con- 
sidering that  franchise  on  a  little  different  basis  for  taxation 
purposes.  I  think  the  time  is  come  when  we  must  cease  in- 
discriminately terming  something  a  franchise  which  as  a 
matter  of  fact  is  nothing  more  or  less  than  a  permit.  The 
permit  given  in  the  State  of  Wisconsin  of  course,  as  Mr. 
Thelen  very  clearly  set  forth,  is  to  prevent  unwise  and  ex- 
pensive competition.  That  sort  of  thing  is  more  or  less  like 
an  exclusive  franchise  that  does  exist  in  some  cases  in  cities 
and  counties  of  California;  but  in  general  the  public  utilities 
other  than  the  transportation  companies  that  are  said  to  pos- 
sess a  franchise  do  not  in  reality  possess  a  franchise;  they 
simply  possess  a  permit;  and  another  corporation  can  with 
the  greatest  readiness  obtain  a  similar  permit,  and  go  into 
competition  with  the  old  corporation,  and  thereby  entail  upon 
the  people  in  general  a  much  greater  expense  than  if  one  cor- 
poration were  allowed  to  go  ahead  and  that  corporation 
properly  controlled. 

Of  course  T  am  not  at  all  familiar  with  the  proposed 
amendments.  I  think  we  are  especially  to  be  congratulated 
that  Mr.  Thelen  has  set  forth  some  of  the  important  points 
in  these  amendments;  and  we  as  voters  are  especially  inter- 


ested in  that,  and  I  should  suppose  a  little  more  interested 
and  a  little  more  capable  of  appreciating  what  it  will  mean. 
I  cannot  quite  see  for  myself,  however,  how  a  large  public 
utility  corporation  which  is  doing  business  in  a  great  many 
cities,  and  at  the  same  time  doing  business  in  communities 
outside  of  the  cities,  can  with  any  degree  of  success,  be  con- 
trolled by  the  different  bodies.  It  happens  that  I  personally 
have  had  to  do  within  not  very  many  years  with  the  work  in- 
cident to  the  adjustment  of  rates — one  in  regard  to  the  Tele- 
phone company,  the  other  with  regard  to  the  rates  for  electri- 
cal service  in  a  small  town.  In  each  case  we  were  confronted 
with  this  problem:  the  local  business  of  the  city  in  either  case 
was  but  part  of  the  main  corporation.  How  is  it  possible,  if 
you  like  to  put  it  plainly,  how  is  it  possible  for  the  City  of 
San  Francisco  or  the  City  of  Los  Angeles  by  any  method,  by 
any  board  of  control,  to  adjust  rates  with  the  degree  desira- 
ble if  in  that  city  there  be  a  company  which  is  not  merely 
doing  a  local  business  in  that  city,  but  doing  an  extensive 
business  in  other  cities  as  well?  Of  course  that  is  clear  to 
you  because  of  our  long  distance  transmission  of  power  that 
often  makes  the  case.  Even  with  our  gas  utility  the  same  is 
true;  and  of  course  as  to  the  other  utilities  we  again  find 
the  same  difficulty.  The  areas  that  Mr.  Thelen  has  drawn  on 
the  board  showing  the  relative  importance  of  the  control  of 
the  State,  as  contrasted  with  the  control  of  certain  cities, 
does  not  quite  satisfy  me. 

Max  Thelen:  I  am  willing  to  put  the  line  anywhere;  in 
fact  I  think  it  ought  to  be  moved  further  up.  I  was  using  that 
as  a  matter  of  illustration.  I  think  the  triangle  ought  to  be 
larger  considerably  as  compared  with  the  rest  of  the  square. 

C.  L.  Cory:  As  engineers  we  are  very  much  inclined  to 
deal  with  volumes  rather  than  areas;  and  if  we  will  take  any 
division  of  that  area  that  we  have  there,  and  consider  the 
litigation  and  the  cost  to  the  consumer — I  am  willing  to  go 
back  where  we  belong — the  cost  to  the  consumer  of  every- 
thing that  is  involved  to  adjust  those  rates,  I  think  the  form  of 
the  small  area  that  might  be  put  in  that  triangle  would  be 
greater  than  the  volume  that  you  might  get  in  any  other  area; 
because  how  can  we  have  two  different  bodies,  with  no  co- 
operation of  the  one  with  the  other,  attempting  to  control  a 
rate  which  is  one  which  can  only  be  controlled  by  a  body  large 
enough  to  cover  the  activities  of  the  entire  corporation. 

Far  be  it  from  me  to  indicate  that  the  proposed  action 
is  not  very  wise.  We  as  engineers  know  that  compromises 
are  absolutely  necessary.  The  problem  that  we  can  solve 
with  the  logarithm  table  or  the  stick  is  not  worth  while.  We 
must  deal  with  problems  as  a  whole  and  with  the  ultimate 
result  sought  to  be  obtained,  taking  everything  into  considera- 
tion. But  as  an  engineering  problem,  as  a  problem  which 
particularly  interests  the  engineer,  and  going  back  to  the 
East,  where  we  get  out  best  advice  and  constructive  work,  I 
am  somewhat  skeptical  about  any  method  of  control  of  rates 
where  the  matter  is  divided  between  a  wise  and  well  or- 
ganized State  Commission  and  another  local  body,  no  matter 
what  it  may  be.  As  I  say,  I  think  we  are  extremely  indebted 
to  Mr.  Thelen  for  coming  here  this  evening;  and  in  any  ca- 
pacity I  think  the  Institute  of  Electrical  engineers  can  assure 
him  that  any  assistance  that  is  possible,  whether  it  be  from 
those  who  are  actively  interested  in  the  work  of  the  corpora- 
tions, or  those  that  are  not  so  directly  interested,  whatever 
may  be  for  the  building  up  of  a  wise  and  constructive  com- 
mission, the  development  of  a  relation  which  shall  be  harmo- 
nious between  the  serving  companies  and  the  people  to  be 
served — not  like  he  indicated  in  the  case  of  the  street  rail- 
roads of  New  York  City — but  a  wise  co-operation,  mutual  re- 
spect, mutual  confidence,  T  think  he  can  be  assured  that  all 
of  us  who  are  in  the  Institute  and  represent  the  Electrical 
interests,  will  be  only  too  glad  to  do  anything  we  can.  (ap- 
plause). 
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Elsewhere  in  these  columns  will  be  found  a  re- 
view written  by  Professor  Alexander  McAdie,  of  the 
U.  S.  Weather  Service,  on  a  re- 
Charts  of  the  cent  publication  entitled  "Charts 
Atmosphere  of  the  Atmosphere."  The  whole 
world  stands  awe-inspired  with  the 
gigantic  strides  being  made  in  aeronautics.  Awe- 
inspired  for  two  reasons.  First,  the  record-breaking 
sacrifice  in  life  on  the  part  of  the  pioneers  in  this 
science,  and  second  the  untold  possibilities  still  to  be 
accomplished  make  men  bow  their  heads  in  silent 
recognition  of  the  unfolding  of  the  great  designs  of 
their  Creator. 

It  is  doubtful  if  ever  an  advance  in  scientific  work 
was  accomplished  with  such  frightful  loss  of  life. 
Daily  the  record  of  death  solemnly  tolls  the  treacheries 
encountered  in  hitherto  unstudied  air-currents. 

Of  material  aid  are  charts  that  can  foretell  atmos- 
pheric conditions.  For  instance  it  has  been  found  that 
intermittent  ascending  currents  occur  during  the  day 
time,  being  strongest  in  summer  and  in  nearly  calm 
weather.  Their  upper  limit  is  usually  shown  by  the 
tops  of  cumulus  clouds  in  which  descending  currents 
may  cause  vortices  about  horizontal  axes.  Cumulus 
clouds  as  shown  in  Chart  I,  therefore,  indicate  that 
although  the  horizontal  velocity  of  the  air  below  them 
is  less  than  the  average,  the  conditions  are  unfavorable 
for  aerial  experiments,  especially  near  the  clouds. 
During  the  night  the  vertical  stability  of  the  air  is 
greatest. 

Like  the  advent  of  the  new  born  babe  into  the 
world,  no  great  advance  is  ever  made  or  new  creation 
formed  without  intense  suffering  or  even  loss  of  life 
on  the  part  of  the  human  race.  Silently  and  reverently 
let  us  bow  our  heads  when  we  read  the  daily  record 
of  accident  and  death  in  aeronautics.  The  divine  mind 
of  man  is  at  work  in  the  greatest  advance  ever  known 
to  civilization.  Painstaking  care  and  investigation  will 
eventually  equip  man  with  powers  well-nigh  those  of 
the  great  Creator  himself. 


Aesthetic  Side 
of  Engineering 
Structure 


A  description  of  the  new  Coleman  Plant  of  the 
Northern  California  Power  Company  appears  as  the 
leading  article  in  this  issue  of  the 
Journal. 

It  has  been  a  rule  in  carry- 
ing out  engineering  work  of 
this  kind,  especially  at  points  distant  from  towns 
and  cities,  to  leave  the  aesthetic  side  of  the 
construction,  the  question  of  appearance  and  finish 
fitting  for  the  location,  as  entirely  secondary  or  alto- 
gether absent.  Many  engineers  cannot  see  the  im- 
portance of  this  point,  for  the  simple  reason  that 
plants  are  designed  with  a  prime  object  of  accom- 
plishing the  development  that  is  in  view,  with  little 
439  thought  of  the  many  influences  which  may  be  brought 
to  bear  to  invalidate  successful  operation,  but  which 
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may  be  overcome  by  the  careful  design  of  details.  It 
may,  for  the  moment,  seem  odd  to  think  that  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  power  station  would  have  any  effect 
upon  the  future  successful  and  efficient  operation  of 
that  station.  Such,  however,  is  the  case,  as  it  affects 
the  imagination  and  eventually  the  lives  of  those 
who  must  go  through  the  daily  grind  which  accom- 
panies the  operating  of  a  plant  of  this  kind.  As  it 
costs  practically  no  more  to  give  a  pleasant  and  agree- 
able finish  to  building  and  surroundings,  it  pays  well 
to  consider  appearances  on  the  exterior  as  well  as 
proper  arrangement  in  the  interior.  The  location  of 
the  Coleman  plant  is  picturesque,  situated  as  it  is,  in 
a  shallow  canyon,  and  surrounded  not  by  heavy  for- 
ests, but  by  more  or  less  scrub  oak  timber  and  brush. 

Much  gray  matter  on  the  part  of  engineers  is  being- 
wasted  of  late  in  considering  all  points  leading  to 
a  correct  valuation  or  factor  to  allow  for  depreciation. 
We  have  formerly  commented  in  these  columns  con- 
cerning the  factors  certain  evaluation  experts  allow 
for  depreciation  in  certain  classes  of  installation,  and 
have  drawn  attention  to  the  fact  that  these  factors 
seem  to  vary  in  different  plants,  although  the  class 
of  machinery  may  be  identical.  Undoubtedly  the  atti- 
tude of  the  management,  the  operating  force,  and  of 
all  even  down  to  the  humblest  man  on  the  job,  has 
something  to  do  with  the  wear  and  tear  of  a  plant, 
and  the  consequent  determination  of  the  "factor  of 
roughness"  to  be  allowed  in  each  individual  case. 
Ganguillet  &  Kutter  found  in  hydraulic  measurements 
that  the  flow  of  water  depends  upon  a  certain  co- 
efficient of  roughness  in  the  bed  or  channel  conveying 
the  water.  A  canal  made  of  well-planed  timber  or 
neat  cement  was  found  to  have  only  1/4  to  1/3  the 
coefficient  of  roughness  in  the  case  of  canals  or  rivers 
in   bad   order. 

And  so  it  is  in  the  case  of  the  power  house. 
Unconsciously,  inspiring  surroundings  coupled  with 
an  exterior  trim  of  the  building  itself  designed  in 
synchronism  and  harmony  with  nature  will  show  its 
effect  by  producing  cleaner,  more  earnest  and  care- 
taking  attendants,  and  this  will  result  in  the  material 
lessening  of  the  co-efficient  of  managerial  roughness 
to  be  applied  in  estimating  the  personal  wear  and 
tear  on  machinery  and  its  consequent  depreciation. 


A  few  issues  back  we  called  attention  editorially 

to   certain   ugly    features    in    California's    new    consti- 

..      .  .      ,  tutional    amendment    No.    47. 

Municipal  vs.  „,  .  ,  r  4.1.     /-  i  ■ 

„  w'j  J-"^  special  session  of  the  Cali- 

Mate-Wide  ^^^.^^j^  legislature  to  be  called  for 

Control  early  in  December  will  doubtlessly 

pass  a  new  railroad  commission  act  to  carry  out  the 
provisions  of  Senate  constitutional  amendment  47, 
which  authorized  the  legislature  to  confer  upon  the 
commission  complete  powers  of  regulation  and  con- 
trol over  all  the  public  service  corporations  of  the 
State,  except  such  powers  of  control  as  the  incor- 
porated cities  and  towns  now  have  and  do  not  vote 
to  confer  upon  the  commission.  The  im'mediate  re- 
sult of  this  legislation  will  be  that  the  incorporated 
cities  and  towns  will  keep  the  power  of  control  which 
they  at  present  have,  being  principally  the  power  to 
fix  rates  and  to  exercise  certain  police  powers,  while 


the  board  of  railroad  commissioners  will  be  vested 
with  the  entire  residium  of  power  to  regulate  and  con- 
trol such  corporations. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  following  reasons 
are  urged  in  favor  of  having  the  incorporated  cities 
and  towns  confer  their  powers  upon  the  railroad  com- 
mission. 

I.  The  commission  can  do  better  work  than  the 
cities.  Most  cities  do  not  have  the  money  with 
which  to  secure  expert  engineers,  rate  men,  and  sta- 
tisticians or  accountants  for  the  purpose  of  securing 
the  information  necessary  to  use  as  the  basis  for  fix- 
ing rates.  The  State  Commission  will  have  a  corps  of 
trained  experts  who  can  do  this  work.  The  cities 
also  often  do  not  have  the  legal  talent  with  which 
to  enforce  their  orders  in  case  they  are  attacked  in 
court.  The  city  of  Berkeley  recently  confessed  judg- 
ment in  an  injunction  brought  against  it  by  the 
People's  Water  Company  to  restrain  the  enforcement 
of  an  ordinance  reducing  water  rates,  for  the  reason 
that  the  district  attorney  did  not  wish  to  go  ahead 
without  the  assistance  of  high  priced  lawyers,  and  the 
mayor  and  councilmen  were  unwilling  to  supply  the 
money  to  engage  the  additional  lawyers. 

2.  Divided  control  will  be  confusing.  The  cities  in 
the  first  instance  will  retain  the  power  to  fix  rates.  As 
to  these  same  corporations,  the  State  Commission  will 
have  the  power  to  control  issues  of  stocks  and  bonds, 
to  regulate  service  and  to  exercise  every  other  kind 
of  control,  except  the  fixing  of  rates  and  police  regu- 
lations. If  these  same  corporations  extend  beyond 
the  city  limits,  the  commission  will  have  the  power 
to  fix  rates  for  the  service  outside  of  the  city,  while 
the  city  fixes  the  rates  for  the  service  within.  This 
division  of  responsibility  will  produce  a  certain 
amount  of  confusion,  and  it  would  be  better  to  have 
unified   control. 

3.  Control  by  the  commission  will  produce  more 
just  results.  In  many  cities,  very  little  or  no  attention 
is  paid  by  the  city  authorities  to  the  fixing  of  rates, 
with  the  result  that  the  corporations  do  about  what 
they  please,  a  result  manifestly  unjust  to  the  cities. 
In  other  cases,  men  are  elected  to  office  on  a  pledge  to 
establish  a  certain  rate  for  one  commodity,  such  as 
gas  or  electricity  or  water,  without  any  investigation 
into  the  fairness  of  the  proposed  rate,  a  result  clearly 
unjust  to  the  corporations.  The  State  Railroad  Com- 
mission is  not  a  party  in  interest,  and  its  decisions 
are  more  likely  to  be  just  both  to  the  cities  and  the 
corporation  than  the  decisions  of  the  city  councils. 

4.  State  control  will  result  in  uniform  and  con- 
sistent system  of  regulation.  As  contrasted  with  a 
system  under  which  as  many  results  may  be  estab- 
lished as  there  are  cities  exercising  power  over  the 
different  public  service  corporations,  it  is  evident 
chaos  and  confusion  must  be  the  result. 

5.  The  experience  of  other  cities  favors  unified 
State  control.  This  is  the  system  which  is  working 
so  well  in  New  York,  Wisconsin  and  Massachusetts. 
Within  the  last  year  or  two,  it  has  been  adopted  in 
Washington,  New  Jersey,  New  Hampshire,  Ohio, 
Kansas,  Nevada  and  Oregon.  No  other  State  pro- 
vides for  the  divided  authority  which  we  have  in  Cali- 
fornia. 
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PERSONALS. 

Mr.  Cleavenger,  representing  the  Phoenix  Glass  Company, 
is  at  San  Francisco  on  a  tour  ot  the  Pacific  Coast. 

P.  B.  Gleason,  Pacific  Coast  manager  for  the  Western 
Electric  Company,  is  making  a  short  eastern  trip. 

Thomas  Bibber,  representative  at  large  of  the  Jovian 
order,  and  who  travels  for  Edwards  &  Co.,  Is  at  San  Fran- 
cisco. 

t  Fred  L.  Webs-"er,  Paciflo  Coast  manager  for  the  Allis- 
Chalmers  Company,  is  visiting  the  Seattle  office  of  that  cor- 
poration. 

K.  G.  Dunn,  with  Hunt,  Mirk  &.  Co.,  has  returned  to  San 
Francisco  from  a  tour  of  Southern  California  on  engineering 
business. 

W.  C.  Kennedy,  president  of  the  Ontario  Gas  Company, 
of  Ontario,  Canada,  is  a  recent  arrival  at  San  Francisco  on  a 
tour  of  the  Coast. 

S.  K.  Colby,  manager  of  the  electric  railway  department 
of  Pierson,  Roeding  &  Co.,  has  returned  to  San  Francisco  after 
an  extensive  eastern  trip. 

Carl  J.  Young,  an  engineer  in  charge  of  the  construction 
of  a  large  irrigation  dam  in  Nevada,  is  among  the  recent 
arrivals  at  San  Francisco. 

O.  A.  Hoff,  formerly  district  engineer  of  the  Pacific  Tele- 
phone &  Telegraph  Company  at  Portland,  has  been  trans- 
ferred to  the  Seattle  District. 

A.  F.  Moulton,  formerly  district  engineer  of  the  Pacific 
Telephone  &  Telegraph  Company  at  Seattle,  has  been  trans- 
ferred to  the  Spokane  District. 

Emory  B.  Smith,  of  the  firm  of  Smith,  Emery  &  Co.,  with 
offices  in  San  Francisco  and  Los  Angeles,  has  returned  to 
San  Francisco  from  the  south. 

Henry  H.  Thedinga  has  been  appointed  district  sales  agent 
of  the  Century  Electric  Company  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  with  offices 
in  the  Central  Building,   Seattle,  Wash. 

C.  H.  Smith,  who  is  connected  with  the  executive  depart- 
ment of  the  Vvi'estinghouse  Electric  and  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany at  East  Pittsburg,  is  at  Los  Angeles. 

Charles  W.  Waller,  a  former  manager  of  the  Great  West- 
ern Power  Company,  has  returned  to  San  Francisco  from  Lon- 
don, where  he  went  on  important  business. 

A.  H.  Kling,  representing  the  Detroit  Fuse  and  Manufac- 
turing Company,  of  Detroit,  is  at  San  Francisco,  where  the 
agency  is  carried  by  the  Dodds-Caffray  Company. 

Pay  Woodmansee,  C.  J.  Davidson  and  E.  O.  Sessions  have 
opened  offices  as  consulting  civil,  electrical  and  mechanical 
engineers  in  the  First  National  Bank  Building,  Chicago. 

W.  H.  Wissing,  formerly  with  the  Union  Light  &  Power 
Company  of  St.  Loms,  Mo.,  arrived  at  San  Francisco  this 
week  to  take  the  position  of  sales  manager  with  the  Sierra 
&  San  Francisco  Power  Co. 

A.  C.  Balch  and  W.  G.  Kerckhoff,  who  are  interested  in 
the  Pacific  Light  &  Power  Company  and  in  the  San  Joaquin 
Electric  Power  Corporation,  have  been  spending  a  few  days 
at  San  Francisco  on  business. 

Jesse  Yount,  the  master  mechanic,  and  John  Finnegan, 
purchasing  agent  for  the  United  Railroads  of  San  Francisco, 
are  again  at  their  posts,  after  attending  the  National  Street 
Railway  Convention  at  Atlantic  City. 

O.  H.  Ensign,  chief  electrical  engineer  of  the  United 
States  Reclamation  Service,  addressed  the  students  of  Throop 
Polytechnic  Institute  on  October  23  on  the  work  of  the  re- 
clamation engineer.  The  Salt  River  project  and  others  were 
described. 


K.  E.  Van  Kuran,  assistant  manager  of  the  Westinghouse 
Electric  and  Manufacturing  Company's  Los  Angeles  office,  is 
at  San  Francisco.  He  was  formerly  at  the  head  of  the  switch- 
board division  in  the  detail  and  supply  department  at  the 
East  Pittsburg  works. 

H.  L.  -Walthers,  formerly  manager  of  the  Yreka  Railroad, 
is  now  manager  of  the  Siskiyou  Electric  Power  and  Light 
Company  and  its  subsidiaries.  He  has  charge  of  the  plants 
recently  acquired  from  the  Rogue  River  Power  Company,  with 
headquarters  at  Medford,  Ore. 

Thomas  Pumfrey,  formerly  engineer  of  maintenance  of 
way  with  the  Portland,  Light  &  Power  Company,  Portland, 
Ore.,  is  now  a  member  of  a  railway  contracting  firm  engaged 
in  railway  construction  for  the  Harriman  interests.  Mr. 
Pumfrey  was  presented  with  a  gold  medal  by  his  former  asso- 
ciates in  the  Portland  Electric  Company  upon  his  resignation. 

Sidney  Sprout,  electrical  engineer,  has  returned  to  his 
San  Francisco  office  after  making  a  hyrdoelectric  investiga- 
tion on  Smith  River,  where  James  H.  Owen  proposes  to  de- 
velop several  thousand  power  for  transmission  to  Crescent 
City  and  elsewhere.  Three  power  sites  are  available,  which, 
possibly,  could  be  developed  to  the  extent  of  2,000  h.  p.  each. 

Philip  S.  Dodd,  secretary  of  the  Commercial  Section  of 
the  National  Electric  Light  Association,  is  making  a  hurried 
trip  throughout  the  Pacific  Coast.  He  was  entertained  at  San 
Francisco  on  October  30  and  31,  leaving  for  Portland  and 
Seattle  on  Tuesday  night.  He  will  return  to  San  Francisco 
before  going  East  and  will  address  the  electrical  men  at  a 
luncheon  on  November  7,  on  "Cooperative  Spirit." 

A.  C.  Balch,  of  Los  Angeles,  vice-president  of  the  San 
Joaquin  Light  &  Power  Corporation,  has  been  at  San  Fran- 
cisco during  the  past  week.  In  speaking  of  the  remarkable 
development  of  the  San  Joaquin  Light  &  Power  Corpora- 
tion, Mr.  Balch  refers  to  the  fact  that  the  San  Joaquin 
company  now  have  on  their  system  the  largest  artificial  lake 
in  California.  This  lake  is  formed  by  the  immense  rock- 
fill  dam,  the  construction  of  which  has  been  completed  dur- 
ing the  past  summer  by  the  engineering  firm  of  J.  G.  White 
&  Company,  Incorporated.  The  dam,  which  impounds  over 
-50,000  acre  feet,  has  a  maximum  height  of  about  130  feet. 
Mr.  Balch  has  just  received  the  final  reports  of  tests  made 
on  the  new  20,000  h.p.  power  plant,  which  was  also  built 
by  J.  G.  White  &  Company.  Two  of  the  units  in  this  plant 
have  been  running  for  about  a  year,  and  two  have  been  re- 
cently installed  and  put  in  service.  Mr.  Balch  considers 
that  this  plant  is  a  model  of  its  kind,  and  that  its  design 
and  the  efficiency  of  the  apparatus  have  combined  to  pro- 
duce a  power  station  of  the  very  highest  efficiency  of  which 
he  has   any  record. 


OBITUARY. 

J.  J.  Ferrier,  office  engineer  with  the  Southern  Pacific 
electrical  department,  killed  himself  at  his  home  in  Fruit- 
vale,  California,  on  October  29.  Mr.  Ferrier  was  but  29  years 
of  age  and  held  an  important  position  with  the  company  which 
was  based  upon  his  previous  experience  with  the  New  York 
Central  Railroad.  No  reason  is  known  for  his  suicide  and  his 
many  friends  are  grief  stricken.     He  leaves  a  wife  and  child. 


Professor  John  James  Montgomery,  of  Santa  Clara  Col- 
lege, who  laid  claim  to  being  the  real  discoverer  of  modern 
aviation,  and  who  was  also  noted  as  the  inventor  of  an 
electrical  rectifier  now  in  commercial  use,  was  killed  October 
31  by  a  fall  from  a  monoplane  glider,  with  which  he  was  ex- 
perimenting. The  accident  occurred  at  Evergreen,  five  miles 
from  Santa  Clara,  California. 
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ELECTRICAL  CONTRACTORS'   NOTES. 

Building  is  progressing  nicely  in  Sacramento  and  Stock- 
ton and  all  the  contractors  are   busy. 

Paul  Butte  of  the  Butte  Engineering  &  Electrical  Com- 
pany, has  returned  from  a  business  trip  to  Oregon. 

The  wiring  of  the  new  Kahn  garage  on  Sutter  and  Van 
Ness  avenue,  has  been  let  for  $2350  to  a  local  contractor. 

The  members  from  San  Jose  Local  No.  9  and  Redwood 
Local  No.  10  had  a  joint  meeting  October  23d.  A  pleasant 
meeting  was  held  and  trade  conditions  discussed  until  a 
late  hour. 

The  John  G.  Sutton  Company  were  awarded  the  wiring 
and  steam  heating  contract  tor  a  seven-story  building  on  the 
corner  of  Seventh  and  Market  streets,  belonging  to  Mrs.  Jos. 
Dupuy,  for  $5750. 

The  wiring  for  the  new  theatre  of  the  Downtown  Realty 
Company,  on  Mason  and  Eddy  streets,  was  awarded  to 
A.  E.  Brooke-Ridley  tor  $8450.  The  terms  of  the  contract  are 
that  part  of  the  payments  are  to  be  taken  out  in  bonds.  The 
bids  ranged  from  $8450  to  $13,000. 

G.  H.  Duffield,  special  representative  lor  the  National 
Electrical  Contractors'  Association,  left  on  the  Lark  Thurs- 
day night,  after  a  very  successful  ten  days  in  this  part  of  the 
State  gaining  many  new  members  for  the  National  and  as- 
sisting the  State  officers  greatly. 

Bids  are  being  taken  for  the  Odd  Fellows'  new  home  at 
Saratoga,  near  San  Jose.  The  electric  work  will  run  close 
to  $1500.  A  complete  system  of  Electric  lighting  and  tele- 
phones, also  one  of  the  most  complete  systems  ot  fire  aiarms 
that  has  ever  been  installed  is  included. 


NEW    CATALOGS. 
The  Pacific  Electric  Heating  Company   has   published   the 
October  issue  of  "Hot  Points,"  which  is  gotten  up  in  Its  usual 
attractive   and   interesting   style,   dealing  largely   in   subjects 
akin  to  electrical  heating. 

Descriptive  leaflet  2378,  covering  Rotary  Converters  lor 
Railway  Service,  has  just  been  issued  by  the  Westinghouse 
Electric  &  Manufacturing  Company.  Under  each  picture  is 
given  a  short  description  of  the  method  of  construction  of  the 
part  illustrated. 

Holabird-Hej  iiolds  Co.  has  just  issued  catalogue  No.  2  on 
electrical  supplies.  The  catalogue  contains  310  pages  and 
the  handsome  and  attractive  manner  in  which  the  book  is 
gotten  up  is  a  credit  not  only  to  the  company  interested,  but 
is  a  compliment  to  the  progi'ess  of  the  electrical  trade  on  the 
coast. 

■  The  Westinghouse  Electric  &  Manufacturing  Company  has 
issued  circular  1131,  describing  Graphic  Meters  for  Switch- 
board Service.  The  publication  shows  illustrations  of  the 
meters  together  with  typical  charts  taken  from  same,  indicat- 
ing the  various  uses  to  which  graphic  meters  may  be  put  with 
advantage  to  the  user. 

The  Okonite  Company,  253  Broadway,  New  York  City, 
has  published  an  attractive  booklet  entitled  "Economy  in 
Joint  Making,  With  Instructions."  It  contains  information 
which  should  be  very  much  in  demand  just  at  this  season 
of  the  year,  as  now  is  the  time  to  make  repairs  in  the  way 
of  insulating  and  protecting  joints  so  that  short  circuits, 
with  their  accompanying  troubles,  may  be  avoided  during 
the  winter  to  come.  Copies  of  the  booklet  can  be  secured 
on  application  to  The  Okonite  Company. 

In  its  folder  No.  4186,  dated  September,  1911,  the  Westing- 
house Electric  &  Manufacturing  Company,  East  Pittsburg, 
Pa.,  describes  an  auxiliary  line  switch  for  use  on  trolley  cars 
equipped  with  ordinary  drum  type  controllers.  Westinghouse 
Railway  Equipment  is  the  title  given  by  the  company  to  its 


folder  No.  41S4,  dated  September,  1911.  This  is  an  art  folder, 
time  table  size,  and  it  has  a  very  attractive  cover.  Descrip- 
tive leaflet  No.  2371,  dated  August,  1911,  treats  of  the  Type  O 
engine  driven,  direct  current  interpole  generators,  manufac- 
tured by  that  company.  The  leaflet  is  letter  size  (9  in.xll  in.), 
and  is  arranged  to  bind  in  with  correspondence. 


MEETING    NOTICE. 

The  broad-gauged  men  in  the  electrical  industry  are 
coming  to  realize  more  and  more  not  only  the  value  of  co- 
operation in  the  electrical  industry  but  the  vital  necessity 
for  it.  This  fact  was  strongly  brought  out  at  the  last  annual 
meeting  of  the  Sons  of  Jove,  held  at  Denver,  Colorado,  16-18th 
of  October,  and  a  number  of  suggestions  made  for  practical  co- 
operative work  that  could  be  carried  out  by  the  Jovian  order. 

Probably  one  of  the  most  valuable  movements  which  has 
been  inaugurated  in  the  electrical  industry  since  its  inception 
was  the  organization  of  the  commercial  section  of  the  National 


Philip  S.  Dodd. 

Electric  Light  Association  which,  through  the  work  of  its 
various  committees  during  the  past  year,  has  gone  a  long  way 
toward  proving  the  value  of  co-operative  work. 

Philip  S.  Dodd,  the  secretary  of  the  Commercial  Section 
of  the  National  Electric  Light  Association,  will  be  in  San 
Francisco  during  the  coming  week  and  there  is  a  movement 
on  foot  to  hold  a  luncheon  on  Tuesday,  the  7th  of  November, 
which  will  be  attended  by  electrical  men  from  every  branch 
of  the  industry.  Mr.  Dodd  has  been  invited  to  tell  us  at  that 
time  of  what  co-operation  has  done  and  what  its  possibilities 
may  be. 


BASEBALL  GAME 

The  baseball  game  at  Golden  Gate  Park  playgrounds  last 
Saturday  between  the  teams  of  the  Pacific  Gas  &  Electric 
Company  and  the  General  Electric  Company  was  a  great  suc- 
cess. The  score  for  the  seven  innings  played,  was  13  to  12 
in  favor  of  the  General  Electrics.  There  was  a  large  turn 
out  of  representatives  of  both  corporations,  who  rooted  for 
their  respective  players.  T.  E.  Bibbins  gave  satisfaction 
as  umpire.  The  lineup  was  as  follows:  General  Electrics- — 
Shreve  first  base,  with  Fulton  as  alternate;  Alvord  second 
base;  Hunt,  third  base;  Jollyman,  catcher;  Jones  and  Gracia, 
pitchers;  Laingor,  shortstop;  Boyd,  right  field;  Patterson, 
center  field;  Wheeler,  left  field.  Wheeler  distinguished  him- 
self by  going  to  the  bat  five  times,  making  three  hits,  three 
runs  and  two  stolen  bases. 

Pacific  Gas  &  Electric — Rogers,  first  base;  Lisberger, 
second  base;  Varney,  third  base:  Cain  and  Lusk,  pitchers; 
Mensing,  catcher:  Bostwick,  shortstop;  Bridges,  right  field; 
Henley,  center  field;  Keppelman,  left  field.  Mensing  was 
at  the  bat  twice  and  made  two  three-baggers.  The  best  hit- 
ting was  done  by  Frank  H.  Varney,  who  made  four  hits. 
A  return  game  will  be  played. 
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ELECTRIC    OIL    HEATER. 

The  use  of  electric  immersion  heaters  in  the  trans- 
former and  switch  oil  supply  tanks  of  the  Nisqually  power 
development  of  the  City  of  Tacoma,  Wash.,  is  perhaps  one 
of  the  most  novel  of  the  recent  industrial  applications  of  elec- 
tric heating.  Mr.  H.  P.  Gronen,  chief  engineer  of  the  Nis- 
qually project,  has  authorized  the  Seattle  office  of  the  West- 
iughouse  Electric  and  Manufacturing  Company  to  furnish  their 
bayonet  type  of  heaters  for  the  tanks  at  the  La  Grande  plant 
and  at  the  Tacoma  substation. 


New   Type   Electric   Oil   Heater. 

For  the  transformer  oil  tanks  the  order  calls  for  three 
24  in.  bayonet  heaters,  each  having  a  maximum  heat  input 
of  3  kw.  and  provided  with  a  series-parallel  switch  giving 
six  different  heat  combinations.  The  oil  switch  tanks  will 
be  equipped  with  three  12  in.  l^^  kw.  heaters  with  similar 
switches.  The  wiring  is  arranged  so  that  the  load  on  the 
three-phase  bank  of  transformers  will  be  balanced  on  the 
different  phase,  one  heater  being  connected  across  each 
phase  for  each  bank. 

The  heating  element  consists  of  slotted  resistance  rib- 
bon incased  in  a  mica  insulated  sheath  and  the  whole  in- 
serted in  flattened  copper  tubes.  These  tubes  are  sealed 
at  their  ends  and  are  brazed  into  a  capped  casing.  On  these 
pipe  plug  castings  are  mounted  the  terminals  for  making  the 
outside  connections.  As  the  whole  unit  consists  of  nothing 
but  metal  and  mica,  there  is  very  little  danger  of  mechanical 
damage  or  breakage  of  parts  due  to  sudden  changes  in  tem- 
perature. This  construction  is  such  that  any  length  heater 
up  to  the  limit  of  mechanical  strength  may  be  supplied  on 
almost  any  voltage  up  to  250  volts. 


THE   WESTINGHOUSE   INSTRUMENT   STERILIZER. 

The  psychological  effect  of  sterilizing  instruments  in  the 
presence   of   the   patient  is   rapidly   becoming  recognized   by 


Instruments  may  be  perfectly  clean  and  disinfected  but 
the  mere  fact  that  the  operation  of  cleaning  them  Is  done 
before  the  eyes  of  the  patient  goes  a  great  ways  towards  put- 
ting them  in  a  more  satisfied  frame  of  mind. 

The  sterilizer  described  below  enables  this  to  be  done 
in  a  very  convenient  and  inexpensive  manner. 

The  device  consists  essentially  of  the  vessel  for  the  in- 
struments and  the  separable  heater  element  with  its  attach- 
ment plug,  cord,  and  switch. 

The  dimensions  of  the  sterilizer  permit  the  use  of  instru- 
ment trays  which  are  similar  to  the  standard  design  and 
can  be  lifted  out  by  means  of  the  handle  of  the  heating  ele- 


Sterilizer    in    Sections. 

ment  which  is  always  cool.  This  construction  obviates  the  in- 
convenience of  using  forceps  or  other  instruments  for  re- 
moving the  trays,  a  feature  of  particular  advantage  to  a  per- 
son using  a  sterilizer  while  engaged  in  other  duties. 

The  heater  element  is  of  the  well-known  Westinghouse 
immersion  type,  and  is  placed  within  the  instrument  vessel 
containing  the  water.  It  is  supported  a  short  distance  from 
the  bottom  by  flanges  on  the  sides  of  the  perforated  metal 
tray,  thus  allowing  free  circulation  of  water  above  and  below. 

The  heater  is  equipped  with  a  substantial  wood  handle 
having  an  ebony  finish  which  serves  as  a  means  of  lifting  out 
the  instrument  tray.  The  handle  is  always  cool  and  its  finish 
adds  to  the  attractive  appearance  of  the  sterilizer. 

The  cost  of  operation,  is  practically  negligible  as  it  is 
only  necessary  to  run  it  on  the  high  heat  for  a  very  short 
time  and  then  switch  to  the  low  heat. 

The  sterilizer  is  manufactured  by  the  Westinghouse  Elec- 
tric &  Manufacturing  Co.,  East  Pittsburg,  Pa. 


NEW  ELECTRIC  HOT  PLATE. 

The  new  8-inch  disk  stove  now  being  placed  on  the  market 
by  the  General  Electric  Company  is  designed  for  use  in  readily 
increasing  the  capacity  of  the  Idtchen  equipment  of  hotels 
and  restaurants,  and  also  for  use  in  carpenter  shops,  binderies 
and    other    manufacturing    establishments    requiring    a    high 


New  Electric  Instrument  Sterilizer. 

physicians,  dentists  and  hospital  attendants,  therefore  the 
advantage  of  having  at  hand  a  convenient  and  ready  method 
of  sterilizing  is  apparent  to  all. 


A    New    General    Electric     8-Inch    Disk     Stove. 

power  rapid  heating  hot  plate  free  from  the  inherent  dangers 
of  gas  plates. 

The  stove  is  provided  with  a  heating  element  of  Calorite, 
and  a  three-heat  indicating  switch  serves  to  give  375,  750,  and 
1500  watts  heat  dissipation  on  95-128  volts,  or  300,  600,  and 
1200  watts  on  200-250  volts. 
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CONNECTOR    PULLER    FOR    DISCONNECTING   CELLS   OF 
"EXIDE"    VEHICLE    BATTERIES. 

The  individual  cells  in  the  various  types  of  "Exide"  Bat- 
teries are  joined  together  by  connectors  integrally  burned  to 
the  strap  post.  This  burned  connection  is  the  most  positive 
and  satisfactory.  When  one  or  more  cells  have  to  be  cut  out, 
it  has  heretofore  been  customary  to  do  this  in  one  of  two 
ways:  either  loosening  the  connector  by  putting  a  flame  on 
the  burn,  over  the  post,  or  boring  through  the  burn  with  a 
brace  and  bit. 


New  Electric  Connector  Puller 

The  Electric  Storage  Battery  Company  has  now  perfected 
a  connector  puller,  a  device  which  mechanically  uncouples  the 
connectors  by  shearing,  leaving  both  post  and  connector  in 
perfect  condition  for  reburning.  In  order  to  accomplish  this, 
it  is  necessary  that  the  plunger  which  does  the  shearing  be 
very  accurately  aligned  and  centered.  This  connector  puller 
has  been  so  designed  that  the  centering  is  done  in  a  very 
positive  manner,  and  the  connector  must  come  off  true. 


Connector  Puller  in  Place 

The  connector  puller  flits  the  pillar  strap  of  all  types  of 
"Exide"  cells,  including  the  "Ironclad-Exide,"  and  is  manu- 
factured in  two  sizes.  One  size.  No.  8879,  fits  all  cells  cor- 
responding to  the  13  plate  "Exide"  (5  inch  jar)  and  smaller; 
while  the  other  No.  8880,  fits  those  corresponding  to  the  15 
plate  "Exide"  (.5%  inch  jar)  and  larger. 

The  two  illustrations,  showing  the  puller  alone  and  in 
place  ready  to  work,  make  clear  the  method  of  operation. 


WESTINGHOUSE    EXHIBIT    AT    ATLANTIC    CITY. 

Among  the  interesting  exhibits  made  by  the  Westing- 
house  Electric  &  Manufacturing  Co.  held  at  the  Atlantic  City 
Convention  of  the  American  Electric  Railway  Association  was 
a  complete  equipment  of  the  1500  volt,  direct-current  control 
system.  The  exhibit  also  included  a  No.  321,  75  to  90  horse- 
power motor  for  operation  on  1500  volt  direct-current.  Also 
a  1500  volt  dynamotor  and  compressor  was  in  operation.  In 
the  design  of  the  latter  machine  a  radical  departure  from 
standard  practice  was  made.  This  compressor  will  prove 
particularly  effective  on  1200  and  1500  volt  systems  for  the 
reason  that  it  reduces  the  voltage  for  the  control  and  lights, 
and  at  the  same  time  operates  the  air  compressor  when  it  is 
actuated  by  the  governor.  Therefore,  it  also  eliminates  the 
use  of  a  special  motor  compressor  for  1200  or  1500  volt  equip- 
ment. 

The  well-known  Westinghouse  Type  HL  Unit  Switch  Con- 
trol was  also  exhibited  in  actual  service,  connected  to  two 
motors  rigged  up  with  a  pony  brake. 

Exhibits  were  also  shown  of  single-phase  railway  motors 
and  interpole  direct-current  railway  motors  together  with  a 
complete  line  of  detail  apparatus,  such  as  controllers,  circuit- 
breakers,  commutators,  resistors,  and  trolley  line  material. 

The  company  was  well  represented  by  a  considerable 
number  of  the  officials  and  salesmen,  among  whom  were 
President  E.  M.  Herr,  Vice-President  L.  A.  Osborne  and  C. 
A.  Terry,  H.  P.  Davis,  Sales  Manager  S.  L.  Nicholson,  Man- 
ager of  Railway  and  Lighting  Department  C.  S.  Cook,  Manager 
of  Detail  and  Supply  Department  G.  Brewster  Griffin,  Manager 
of  Department  of  Publicity  J.  C.  McQuiston;  F.  N.  KoUock, 
manager  Seattle  office;  S.  J.  Keese,  manager  of  Los  Angeles 
office,  and  T.  J.  McGill,  manager  of  Atlanta  office. 


ELECTRIC   EQUIPMENTS   IN   A   NEWSPAPER    PLANT. 

The  New  York  Globe  has  recently  installed  an  interesting 
electric  equipment  in  its  new  plant  at  Washington  and  Dey 
Streets,  New  York,  which  is  one  of  the  most  complete  and 
modern  installations  of  its  kind.  On  the  first  floor  are  three 
high  speed  sextuple  presses  capable  of  turning  out  36,000 
24-page  papers  per  hour,  and  two  standard  speed  sextuples, 
which  turn  out  24,000  papers  of  the  same  size.  These  presses 
are  all  driven  by  Sprague  Electric  Motors  and  operated  by 
the  Kohler  full  automatic  system  of  printing  press  control. 
The  motors  for  the  high  speed  presses  are  60-horsepower  and 
have  an  operating  range  between  18,000  and  36,000  papers 
per  hour  entirely  by  field  control,  that  is,  without  any  unnec- 
essary loss  or  waste  of  current.  For  threading  in  the  web 
the  cylinders  are  turned  over  at  ten  revolutions  per  minute 
by  a  10-horsepower  motor,  which  is  connected  to  the  drive 
shaft  of  the  large  motor  through  double  reduction  spur  gear- 
ing. The  two  standard  speed  presses  are  driven  by  a  com- 
bination of  50  and  10-horsepower  motors. 


TRADE   NOTES. 

Frank  H.  Ray,  who  recently  sold  his  electric  power  inter- 
ests on  Rogue  River  to  the  Siskiyou  Electric  Power  and  Light 
Company,  is  at  San  Francisco  from  the  new  prospect  hydraulic 
plant 

The  General  Electric  Company  has  sold  to  F.  C.  Roberts 
&  Co.,  contractors  for  installation  in  the  new  San  Francisco 
City  and  County  Hospital,  four  C.  C.  4,  125  kw.,  2400  r.p.m., 
125  v.,  250  v.,  three-wire,  non-condensing  Curtis  turbine  gen- 
erating sets.     Also  a  switchboard  of  eleven  panels. 

The  American  Electrical  Works  has  closed  a  contract  with 
the  San  Francisco  Department  of  Electricity  for  weather  proof 
and  bare  copper  wires  covering  the  municipal  requirements 
during  the  ensuing  year.  This  sale  was  negotiated  through 
the  Pacific  Coast  agents,  the  Telephone-Electric  Equipment 
Company. 
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INCORPORATIONS. 

ABERDEEN,  WASH.— The  Mutual  Heat  &  Light  Company 
of  Aberdeen  has  been  incorporated  for  ?50,000,  by  W.  Mack 
and  M.  Snyned. 

LOS  ANGELES,  CAL.— The  West  Coast  Gas  Light  & 
Fuel  Company  has  been  incorporated  for  $75,000,  by  W.  J. 
and  J.  McGimpsey. 

DELANO,  CAL.— The  Delano-Llnns  Valley  Telephone 
Company  has  been  Incorporated  for  $10,000,  by  Ben  Thomas, 
J.  C.  Rutledge,  A.  Villard,  P.  Girard  and  R.  W.  Lockridge. 


FINANCIAL. 

LOS  ANGELES,  CAL.— Judge  Wellborn  has  found  for  the 
defendant  in  the  action  brought  by  the  Los  Angeles  Gas  & 
Electric  Company  against  the  Western  Gas  Construction  Com- 
pany of  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.,  to  recover  $28,323.45  alleged  to 
be  due  on  a  breach  of  contract  in  the  sale  of  water-gas  appa- 
ratus. He  found  for  the  plaintiff  on  the  cross-complaint  of 
the  defendant  asking  judgment  for  $18,210.95.  Under  this 
ruling  the  Los  Angeles  corporation  must  pay  the  balance  ot 
$6,667.55,  due  on  the  original  price  of  $35,000  for  the  appa- 
ratus.   Each  side  must  pay  its  own  costs. 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL.— The  stockholders  of  the  Pacific 
Gas  &  Electric  Company  at  meetings  held  at  the  company's 
offices  in  this  city,  authorized  the  creation  of  a  new  mortgage 
upon  the  company's  properties,  under  which  it  may,  from 
time  to  time,  as  required,  issue  its  bonds  to  the  maximum 
amount  of  $150,000,000.  This  new  bond  issue  will  provide 
the  means  for  refunding  or  retiring  at  maturity,  or  as  occa- 
sion may  arise,  all  of  the  existing  bond  issue  of  the  Pacific 
Gas  &  Electric  Company  and  of  subsidiary  and  controlled 
corporations.  At  this  meeting  the  stockholders  also  approved 
an  increase  in  the  common  stock  of  the  company  to  $150,- 
000,000,  this  being  also  the  amount  of  the  new  mortgage 
which  was  authorized.  The  company  does  not  contemplate 
the  immediate  issuance  of  any  of  this  stock,  the  action  of  the 
stockholders  in  authorizing  the  increase  having  simply  been 
taken  to  enable  the  company  to  comply  with  the  California 
statute  under  which  no  California  corporation  may  have  out- 
standing indebtedness  in  excess  of  its  subscribed  capital 
stock. 

BLUE  LAKE,  CAL. — There  has  been  a  serious  break  in 
the  negotiations  by  the  Western  States  Gas  &  Electric  Com- 
pany of  Eureka  for  the  purchase  of  the  local  electric  light 
system,  owned  and  operated  by  the  Minor  Mill  &  Lumber 
Company  of  Glendale  and  for  the  time  being,  at  least,  the 
deal  is  off.  Report  has  it  that  Manager  H.  L.  Jackman  oi 
the  Western  States  Gas  &  Electric  Company  has  agi'eed  upon 
a  purchase  price  for  the  system  with  I.  Minor  but  that  when 
it  came  to  signing  the  papers  Minor  raised  the  price  by  sev- 
eral thousand  dollars  and  was  abrupt'y  turned  down.  Mr. 
.lackman  was  at  Glendale  several  days  ago  arranging  the  deal 
with  Mr.  Minor  and  at  that  time  Minor  stated  that  the  trans- 
fer would  probably  take  place  within  the  next  few  days.  He 
now  refuses  to  say  anything,  except  that  the  negotiations  are 
at  an  end,  at  least  for  the  present.  It  is  said  that  the  Wesern 
States  Company  made  its  final  bid,  which  was  somewhat  less 
than  the  price  finally  asked  by  Minor  and  that  there  will  be 
no  transfer  unless  the  latter  comes  to  terms.  The  Blue  Lake 
lighting  system,  with  a  power  plant  at  the  Glendale  mill  of 
the  Minors,  is  the  only  independent  system  in  the  covmty 
at  present,  the  Western  States  Company  having  within  the 
past  year  acquired  the  systems  at  Areata,  Fortuna  and  Pern- 
dale. 


TRANSMISSION. 

FOREST,  CAL. — The  North  Fork  mine  is  making  surveys 
and  estimates  of  cost  for  the  installation  of  an  electric  light 
and  power  system. 

SAN  JOSE,  CAL.— The  Great  Western  Power  Company 
has  applied  for  a  franchise  for  a  transmission  line  along  the 
county  roads  of  Santa  Clara  county. 

SACRAMENTO,  CAL.— The  Great  Western  Power  Com- 
pany has  been  granted  permission  to  lay  an  undergi-ound  wire 
system  on  certain  streets  of  this  city. 

DORRIS,  CAL.— The  Siskiyou  Electric  Power  &  Light 
Company  has  a  large  force  of  men  engaged  on  the  preliminary 
work  for  the  extension  of  its  lines  to  this  town. 

SACRAMENTO,  CAL.— The  Pacific  Gas  &  Electric  Com- 
pany has  made  application  for  a  lighting  and  power  fran- 
chise in  the  recently  annexed  sections  of  Sacramento. 

CASTLE  ROCK,  WASH.— The  City  Council  has  granted 
to  H.  B.  Davis  and  the  Tacoma  Investment  Company,  a  fran- 
chise to  operate  and  maintain  an  electric  power  system  in  this 
city. 

SEATTLE,  WASH.— The  power  house  of  Schwager  &  Net- 
tleton  mills,  including  contents,  was  entirely  consumed  by 
flames,  entailing  a  loss  of  $25,000.  The  plant  will  be  replaced 
at  once. 

Portland,  ORE. — General  Manager  O'Brien  states  that 
work  of  electrifying  the  west  side  of  the  Southern  Pacific 
railway  will  start  as  soon  as  orders  to  that  effect  have  been 
received   from  headquarters. 

STOCKTON,  CAL.— The  city  is  planning  for  the  installa- 
tion of  a  municipal  underground  conduit  system  in  the  busi- 
ness district,  to  be  rented  to  the  private  companies.  An 
election  for  this  issue  will  be  held  November  7. 

SEATTLE,  WASH.— The  plans  and  specifications  pre- 
pared by  the  B.  P.  W.  providing  for  constructing  the  first  sec- 
tion of  a  municipal  street  railway  were  approved  by  the  city 
council  and  bids  have  been  ordered  advertised  for. 

BERKELEY,  CAL.— The  Sierra  and  San  Francisco  Power 
Company  is  planning  for  the  installation  of  a  power  and  light- 
ing system  at  Berkeley.  No  franchise  is  required  for  this 
work  and  the  City  Council  has  been  notified  of  the  intentions. 

SALEM  ORE. — It  is  rumored  that  an  electric  line  will  be 
constructed   between   this   city   and    Stayton.       It   is    further 
■  reported  that  an  official  of  the  Portland,  Eugene  &.  Eastern 
road  is  negotiating  with  the  Eugene  council  regarding  fran- 
chises, etc. 

TULARE,  CAL. — The  Tulare  County  Power  Company  has 
awarded  a  contract  to  Hunt,  Mirk  &  Co.,  San  Francisco,  for 
he  installation  of  a  3000  h.p.  steam-turbine  generating  plant 
at  Tulare.  Construction  work  on  a  distributing  system  will 
soon  commence. 

BEAUMONT,  CAL.— C.  H.  L.  Ghriest,  owner  of  the  New- 
port Beach  Electric  Light  &  Power  Plant,  has  been  here  look- 
ing over  the  town  with  a  view  of  establishing  a  plant  here. 
He  will  furnish  light  and  power  and  establish  in  connection  a 
steam  laundry  and  ice  plant. 

STOCKTON,  CAL.— The  Sierra  and  San  Fi-ancisco  Power 
Company  plans  for  the  installation  of  a  distributing  system  at 
Stockton,  with  underground  conduits  in  the  business  section. 
An  auxiliary  steam  generating  plant  will  be  erected  to  serve 
the  city.  The  company  has  commenced  construction  on  a 
transmission  line  from  Manteca  to  Stockton. 
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EVERETT,  WASH. — It  is  reported  that  the  Stone  & 
Webster  interests  are  preparing  the  installation  of  a  power 
l)lant  in  Sultan  Canyon.  Fourteen  hundred  acres  of  land  have 
been  secured  from  the  government  and  a  200-foot  dam  is  to 
be  constructed  above  the  narrow  gorge. 

SACRAMENTO,  CAL.— President  T.  T.  O'Gregory  of  the 
Sacramento-Woodland  Railroad,  has  awarded  a  contract  to 
the  Dozier  Construction  Company  for  the  construction  work 
cf  the  line  between  Woodland  and  Blkhorn,  and  to  Cooper  and 
Hawley  for  the  construction  of  another  section. 

HELENA,  MONT. — The  United  Missouri  River  Power 
Company,  which  owns  Canyon  Perry,  Hauser  Lake  and  the  un- 
completed Holter  hydraulic  plants  on  the  Missouri  River,  has 
gone  into  the  hands  of  a  receiver  on  request  of  the  United 
States  Mortgage  and  Trust  Ccmpany  of  New  York,  which 
holds  a  bond  of  $12,500,000  of  the  company's. 

McMINNVILLE,  WASH.— The  County  Court  has  granted 
to  the  Yamhill  Electric  Company  the  right  to  set  up  poles  a'H'i 
string  wires  along  the  Dayton-Portland  road  from  the  cor- 
porate limits  of  Newberg  easterly  to  the  county  line,  and 
along  all  other  public  roads  leading  from  and  into  Ixiewberg 
for  a  distance  of  tliree-fourths  of  a  mile  outside  of  said  limits. 

PORTBRVILLE,  CAL.— C.  H,  Holly,  chief  engneer  of  the 
Tulare  County  Power  Company,  is  quoted  as  saying  that  the 
company  will  bs  delivering  power  to  the  patrons  of  the  line 
not  later  than  April  1,  1912.  The  substaticn  for  the  orange 
district  will  be  located  at  Strathmore,  and  a  site  has  been 
secured  in  Tuiare  for  a  station  which  will  supply  the  dairy 
district  and  where  a  steam  auxiliary  will  be  located. 

PORTLAND,  ORE.— Philadelphia  capitalists,  it  is  an- 
nounced, will  shortly  start  construction  of  an  electric  rail- 
way between  Canby,  Ore.,  and  Portland  with  a  system  of 
leeders  to  affect  the  country  tributary.  The  enterprise  in- 
cludes the  drilling  of  a  tunnel  under  the  hills  back  of  Port- 
land, and  a  subway  to  have  a  teminus  in  the  heart  of  the  city 
According  to  estimates  submitted  by  engineers  the  pro,iect 
-will  aggregate  a  ccst  of  $5,000,000. 

BAKERSFIELD,  CAL.— By  November  1  the  Weed  Patch 
district  lying  southeast  of  Bakersfield,  will  be  supplied  with 
.electric  power  by  the  San  Joaquin  Light  &  Power  corpora- 
tion. Right  of  way  is  now  being  secured  and  parties  who 
have  contracted  for  power  have  been  assured  It  will  be  avail- 
able within  a  very  few  weeks.  Power  will  be  brought  from 
the  main  line  at  Edison  via  a  main  Weed  Patch  line  about 
14  miles.  Power  is  to  be  supplied  at  the  rate  of  $.50  per  h.p. 
per  year.  Among  those  who  have  already  contracted  for 
power  is  H.  P.  Seat  who  has  SOO  acres  in  the  heart  of  the 
Weed  Patch  and  who  has  ordered  a  20  h.p.  motor  to  supply 
the  tract  with  water.  The  Foothills  Citrus  Colony  with  480 
acres  has  contracted  for  480  acres  and  Mr.  Moore  will  also 
operate  his  pumping  plant  with  electric  power.  Mr.  Seat 
states  that  land  values  in  the  Weed  Patch  now  worth  $50 
per  acre  without  water  and  $100  per  acre  with  water,  will,  in 
a  year  or  two,  advance  to  $75  for  barren  land  and  $150  per 
acre  for  land  well  supplied  with  water. 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL.— According  to  President  James 
•W.  Goodwin  of  the  Oro  Electric  Corporation,  his  company  has 
made  preliminary  plans  to  build  a  power  plant  on  the  Feather 
River  about  40  miles  north  of  Oroville  and  to  extend  its  power 
lines  through  Oroville  and  Marysville  into  Sacramento  and 
eventually  into  Oakland  and  the  bay  cities.  The  Oro  Water, 
Light  &  Power  Company,  a  subsidiary  concern,  now  furnishes 
electric  light  and  power  to  the  city  of  Oroville,  maintaining 
a  power  plant  on  the  river  near  that  city.  The  parent  cor- 
poration owns  a  valuable  power  site  further  up  the  river, 
and  it  is  in  the  development  of  this  site  and  the  erection  of 
a  plant  there  that  the  first  money  derived  from  the  sale  of 
the  bonds   will  be   expended.     The   Oro   Electric   Corporation 


was  organized  last  March  with  a  capital  of  $10,000,000,  of 
which  $7,500,000  is  said  to  have  been  subscribed.  A  few 
weeks  ago  official  notice  of  the  authorization  of  a  bonded 
indebtedness  of  $10,000,000  was  filed.  The  bonds  to  be  issued 
will  carry  6  per  cent  interest  and  will  run  for  40  years. 
.James  W.  Goodwin,  president  cf  the  company,  holds  74,940 
shares  of  the  stock.  The  other  directors  are  James  K.  Mol- 
litt,  J.  D.  Galloway,  F.  A.  Benicke,  W.  S.  Wilsey,  F.  S.  Mc- 
Allister and  W.  G.  Jack. 


TRANSPORTATION. 

PORTLAND,  ORE.— The  Oregon  Electric  Railway  is  dou- 
ble tracking  its  line  through  this  city. 

COTTAGE  GROVE,  ORE.— It  is  reported  that  the  Oregon 
Electric  Railway  will  consider  the  proposition  of  constructing 
an  electric  railway  system  here. 

NANAIMO,  B.  C. — A  communication  was  received  by  the 
British  Columbia  Hydraulic  Company  of  Victoria  regarding 
Ihe  inst!illation  of  a  tramway  system. 

PORTLAND,  ORE.— Franchise  has  been  granted  Hart- 
man  &  Thompson,  Chamber  of  Commerce  Building,  to  con- 
sti  uct  a  street  car  line  on  Sandy  road,  from  the  city  limits 
to  Parkrose. 

LOS  ANGELES,  CAL.— The  Pacific  Electric  Company  is 
p'anning  to  have  the  Inglewood  avenue  and  Hawthorne  lines 
to  Redondo  Beach  standardized;  also  the  narrow  gauge  line 
to    San   Pedro. 

EUGENE,  ORE.— McDou gall  &  Gutl'rie,  who  have  the  con- 
tract for  grading  the  Oregon  Electric  riiUvay  right-of-way 
between  Albany  and  Salem,  are  reported  as  also  having 
secured  a  similar  contract  on  grading  the  cominny's  line  be- 
tween Eugene  and  Albany. 

FRESNO,  CAL.— The  bonds  of  the  Fresno,  Hanford  & 
Summit  Lake  Interurban  Railroad  Company  have  at  last  been 
taken  over  by  the  Philadelphia  underwriters,  according  to  a 
telegram  received  in  Fresno  from  the  attorneys  of  the  rail- 
road company  in  New  York. 

MONTEREY,  CAL.— An  order  for  the  rails  necessary  for 
the  completion  of  the  Monterey  and  Seaside  street  railway 
has  been  placed  and  the  intention  of  the  owners,  the  Phelps 
Company,  is  to  at  once  commence  operations  for  the  finish- 
ing of  the  road  and  placing  it  in  operation. 

HEALDSBURG,  CAL.— It  is  reported  on  good  authority 
that  during  the  coming  year  the  line  of  the  Petaluma  and 
Santa  Rosa  Electric  Railway  will  be  extended  to  Healdsburg. 
A  bond  issue  has  been  negotiated  with  well-known  Eastern 
capitalists  to  finance  the  building  and  equipment  of  the  road. 

SEATTLE,  WASH.— The  Highland  Park  and  Lake  Buren 
Railway  Company  has  been  incorporated  and  pr'^  poses  to 
build  an  electric  railway  from  First  avenue  south  at  Ox  Bow 
to  Lake  Buren.  Later  the  incorporators  will  push  the  line 
on  to  Tacoma.  The  trustees  of  the  corporation  are  W.  H. 
Murphy,  F.  W.  Dashley,  Dr.  D.  Burkhart,  Geo.  White,  Chas. 
Schoening  and  others. 

OAKLAND.  CAL. — Plans  calling  for  a  two-story  modern 
concrete  and  steel  power  storage  plant  to  be  erected  at  the 
rvfe'rose  terminal  of  the  Seventh  street  local  at  the  cost  of 
$30,000  have  been  accepted  by  the  local  officials  ot  the 
Southern  Pacific  Company  and  work  will  be  started  at  once 
in  an  effort  to  have  the  plant  ready  by  the  forepart  of  No- 
vember, when  the  local  system  will  be  turned  into  an  electric 
line. 

OAKLAND,  CAL. — An  application  for  a  street  railway 
franchise  beginning  at  the  Intersection  of  the  north  boun- 
dary line  of  the  city  of  Berkeley  with  the  center  line  of  the 
Arlington  road  to  its  intersection  with  the  northern  boundary 
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line  of  the  county  of  Alameda,  was  made  Monday  by  the  Oak- 
land Traction  Company  at  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Super- 
visors. A  50-year  franchise  is  asked  for,  which  is  practically 
an  extension  of  the  Euclid  avenue  line.  The  application  was 
referred  to  the  franchise  committee. 

FRESNO,  CAL. — Assurances  have  been  received  by  the 
Fresno,  Hanford  &  Summit  Lake  Railroad  Company  that 
within  the  next  day  or  so  the  first  shipment  of  rails  for  the 
interurban  line  from  Fresno  to  Kingsburg  and  Sanger,  will  be 
made.  It  is  expected  that  the  laying  of  rails  will  start  No- 
vember 15.  H.  A.  Hansen,  who  has  just  secured  the  con- 
tract for  the  concrete  and  pile  bridge  work  of  the  road  will 
begin  work  this  week.  Everything  is  in  readiness  and  it  is 
not  expected  that  there  will  be  any  delay. 

SACRAMENTO,  CAL. — FVanchises  have  been  granted  to 
the  Pacific  Gas  &  Electric  Company  by  the  City  Trustees  to 
extend  the  street  car  lines  through  the  city  in  four  new  sec- 
tions, the  company  being  the  only  bidder  for  the  privilege. 
It  is  to  pay  2  per  cent  of  the  gross  receipts  annually  after 
the  first  five  years.  The  four  sections  were:  On  T  street 
from  Twenty-eighth  to  Thirty-first;  on  Third  from  J  to  I  and 
west  to  Second;  on  E  from  Thirty-first  to  Seventh,  and 
thence  to  G;  on  K  from  Fifteenth  to  Twenty-first,  and  thence 
to  P. 

VANCOUVER,  WASH. — Lawrence  Harmon,  who  was  re- 
cently granted  a  franchise  for  the  construction  and  operation 
of  railway  lines  over  certain  streets  in  this  city,  in  a  state- 
ment announced  that  the  sum  of  $3,000,000  would  be  expended 
in  Vancouver,  Clarke  and  adjoining  counties  on  development 
work.  Suburban  railway  lines  and  feeders  will  be  built, 
water  power  developed  and  townsites  will  be  established. 
The  franchise  provides  that  work  on  the  local  electric  railway 
system  start  before  April  1st  and  1%  miles  of  track  is  to  be  in 
operation  by  April,  1913. 

EMERYVILLE,  CAL.— Active  work  has  been  started  on 
the  erection  of  the  $200,000  plant  of  the  Westinghouse  Pacific 
Coast  Air  Brake  Company,  affiliated  with  the  Westinghouse 
Air  Brake  Company  of  America,  at  Park  avenue  and  Halleck 
street.  The  officers  of  the  new  Westinghouse  Pacific  Coast 
Air  Brake  Company  are:  H.  H.  Westinghouse  of  New  York 
City,  president;  S.  G.  Gown  of  San  Francisco,  vice-president; 
H.  S.  Clark  of  Berkeley,  second  vice-president;  A.  L.  Hum- 
phrey of  Pittsburg,  general  manager;  S.  N.  McMunn  of  Oak- 
land, secretary  and  auditor,  and  F.  C.  Mortimer  of  Berkeley, 
treasurer. 


ILLUMINATION. 

SEATTLE,  WASH, — Municipal  light  extension  bonds  in 
the  sum  of  $1,000,000  were  authorized  to  be  advertised  for 
sale. 

FLORENCE,  ORE.— The  proposition  of  granting  a  fran- 
chise to  the  Oregon  Electric  Company  here  was  voted  down 
at  a  recent  election. 

LA  MESA,  CAL.— The  San  Diego  Consolidated  Gas  & 
Electric  Company  will  soon  commence  the  laying  of  its  gas 
mains  from  City  Heights  to  La  Mesa. 

VICTORIA,  B.  C— Bids  will  be  received  by  the  purchas- 
ing agent  up  to  November  3rd  for  furnishing  2,600  12-inch  R.  I. 
globes  and  100  14-inch  globes  for  the  lighting  system. 

SNOHOMISH,  WASH.— The  City  Council  has  authorized 
the  Mayor  and  City  Clerk  to  enter  into  a  lighting  contract 
with  the  Everett  Gas  Company  for  a  period  of  ten  years. 

CASTLE  ROCK,  WASH.— H.  B.  Davis,  J.  W.  Selden  and 
the  Tacoma  Investment  Company  have  received  a  fifty-year 
franchise  and  a  five-year  contract  to  furnish  this  municipality 
with  lights. 


AUBURN,  WASH. — The  country  around  Auburn  will  have 
the  advantage  of  gas  for  heating  and  lighting  if  the  fran- 
chise applied  for  by  the  Seattle  Lighting  Company  of  Seattle, 
is  granted. 

MARYSVILLE,  CAL. — The  Butte  Construction  Company 
of  San  Francisco  has  been  awarded  the  contract  for  seven 
arches  to  be  used  in  lighting  the  business  section  of  Marys- 
ville.    The  bid  was  for  $6100. 

OAKLAND,  CAL. — Alfred  Olson  and  fourteen  other  resi- 
dents and  property  owners  in  Castro  Valley,  have  petitioned 
the  board  to  install  street  lights  in  the  valley  on  the  Dublin 
road  and  on  the  Redwood  road. 

LYLE,  WASH. — As  the  result  of  a  ruling  of  the  Superior 
Court,  the  Northwest  Electric  Company  is  given  a  right  to 
condemn  property  for  right-of-way  purposes.  Work  will  be 
resumed  at  once  on  the  $1,000,000  water  power  project  on  the 
Klickitat. 

SAN  DIEGO,  CAL.— Normal  Heights,  a  suburb  of  San 
Diego,  and  City  Heights,  an  adjoining  suburb,  have  voted 
to  install  street  lights.  Normal  Heights  will  install  sixteen 
are  lights  on  Adams  avenue  and  City  Heights  will  install  sixty 
arc  lights. 

SUMAS,  WASH. — At  the  council  meeting  the  bid  of  the 
Cascade  Trading  &  Construction  Company,  in  the  sum  of 
$772.50,  for  the  erection  of  electric  light  poles,  was  accepted. 
The  bid  of  the  Western  Electric  Company  in  the  sum  of 
$2717.54  for  the  construction  of  electric  wire  for  construction 
of  a  light  system  was  also  accepted. 

MONTESANO,  WASH.— T.  H.  Minear  of  Tacoma  is  sup- 
erintending the  installation  of  foundations  for  the  new  power 
house  to  be  erected  at  the  plant  of  the  Montesano  Light  and 
Power  Company,  north  of  the  city.  The  structure  will  be 
two  stories  in  height,  30x40  feet,  of  concrete  construction, 
and  will  be  completed  within  60  days.  The  Pelton-Francis 
turbine  pattern  engine,  to  develop  315  h.  p.,  will  be  installed, 
and  two  Westinghouse  pattern  100-kilowat  capacity  are 
specified. 


TELEPHONE  AND  TELEGRAPH. 

ALBANY,  ORE.— The  Pacific  States  Telephone  &  Tele- 
graph Company  have  asked  the  city  of  Harrisburg  for  a 
franchise. 

CHBHALIS,  WASH. — Application  has  been  made  by  J. 
Y.  Coffman,  for  a  franchise  to  operate  a  telephone  system  in 
the  city  of  Chehalis  for  fifteen  years. 

HAMILTON,  MONT.— The  Flathead  Independent  Tele- 
phone Company,  capital  $50,000,  has  been  incorporated  by  A. 
H.  Stephens,  V.  H.  Calhoun  and  F.  C.  Wilhelm. 

TEKOA,  WASH.— Mr.  Gray  representing  the  Pacific  States 
Telephone  &  Telegraph  Company,  has  asked  for  a  franchise 
to  erect  and  maintain  a  telephone  system  for  a  term  of  25 
years. 

ASTORIA,  ORE.— The  Court  has  granted  a  franchise  to 
the  Centennial  Telephone  Company  to  operate  their  telephone 
line  over  the  county  roads  and  set  the  necessary  poles  be- 
tween Elsie  and  Jewell. 

EUREKA,  CAL.— Through  the  co-operation  of  the  United 
States  Forest  Service,  the  Hoopa  Indian  Agency  and  the  Cali- 
fornia Mining  &  Dredging  Syndicate  at  Orleans,  and  Upper 
Klamath  River  and  Hoopa  section  will  soon  be  connected  by 
telephone  with  the  outside  world. 

PASCO,  WASH. — An  ordinance  calling  for  the  purchase 
01  the  city  waterworks  system  of  the  Pacific  Power  &  Light 
Company  at  the  figure  of  $46,000  and  which  was  vetoed  by 
Mayor  Captain  Gray,  two  weeks  ago,  has  been  passed  by  the 
City  Council  over  the  mayor's  veto. 
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CHELAN,  WASH.— At  a  meeting  of  the  Eastside  Tele- 
phone Company  arrangements  were  made  tor  rebuilding  the 
company's  telephone  line  the  coming  tall. 

FLORENCE,  ORB. — At  a  recent  election  the  proposition 
o£  granting  a  franchise  to  the  Florence-Mapleton  Independent 
Telephone  Company  to  erect  and  maintain  poles  and  wiring 
was  voted  down. 

STANPIELD,  ORE.— The  City  Council  of  Stanfield  has 
passed  an  ordinance  granting  to  C.  P.  Bowman  a  franchise  for 
the  construction  of  a  telephone  exchange  and  long  distance 
lines  for  a  period  of  25  years. 

EUGENE,  ORE. — The  Pacific  Telephone  and  Telegraph 
Company  will  soon  commence  construction  of  a  new  line  be- 
tween Eugene  and  Cottage  Grove.  The  company  will  also 
extend  and  improve  its  systems  at  Roseburg  and  Albany. 
About  $75,000  will  be  expended  in  this  work. 

SALMON,  IDA. — It  is  reported  that  the  Lemhi  Telephone 
Company,  in  which  President  W.  A.  McCutcheon  is  largely 
interested,  will  extend  its  line  sixty  miles  down  the  river. 
This  is  taken  as  an  indication  that  the  Gilmour  &  Pittsburg 
will  start  railway  construction  work  next  spring. 

WALLA  WALLA,  WASH.— C.  P.  Van  Houtte,  district 
commercial  superintendent  of  the  Pacific  Telephone  &  Tele- 
graph Company,  announces  that  toll  line  improvements  in  this 
district  will  entail  an  expenditure  of  $80,000.  The  work  will 
be  under  the  direct  supervision  of  C.  H.  Pfleeger,  and  con- 
sists of  the  following:  $1,000  for  a  new  additional  toll  line 
between  this  city  and  Touchet;  $17,220  for  an  additional  line 
between  Walla  Walla  and  Colfax;  $14,000  tor  a  new  line  be- 
tween Prosser  and  Wallula;  $15,000  on  new  lines  between 
North  Yakima  and  Prosser;  $30,000  for  additional  toll  lines 
between  Arlington  and  the  state  line  points,  and  several  hun- 
dred dollars  each  for  installing  a  private  exchange  carrying 
117  phones  in  the  new  Hotel  Grand,  the  placing  of  two  mod- 
ern switchboard  sections  at  Waitsburg,  and  minor  improve- 
ments to  be  made  in  the  local  service. 


WATERWORKS. 

MARICOPA,  CAL. — Frank  Torpey,  of  the  firm  of  Tor- 
pey  &  Jones,  has  appeared  before  the  board  with  a  request 
for  a  franchise  for  the  putting  in  of  a  $100,000  water  system. 

REDMOND,  ORE.— The  Council  has  recommended  that 
immediate  action  be  taken  for  the  installing  of  a  water  sys- 
tem for  the  city,  to  be  owned,  operated  and  controlled  by  the 
city. 

EXETER,  CAL.— The  entire  plan  of  the  new  water 
system  was  gone  over  carefully  with  the  engineer,  Mr.  Sloan, 
a  few  changes  made  of  minor  importance  and  the  plans 
accepted. 

YERINGTON,  NEV.— The  City  Council  has  accepted  the 
bid  of  the  American  Light  &  Water  Company  of  Chicago, 
which  company  bid  to  construct  the  water  system  for  $31,940, 
and  take  the  bond  issue  at  par. 

PORTLAND,  ORE.— The  city  water  board  has  ordered 
the  construction  of  a  large  feeder  water  main  from  Divis- 
ion street  south  to  the  heart  of  the  Sellwood  district.  The 
estimated  cost  of  the  main  is  $129,000. 

TWISP,  WASH.— At  the  regular  meeting  of  the  council 
the  question  of  installing  a  water  system  for  the  town  took 
.1  turn  in  its  favor.  The  city  attorney  was  instructed  to 
draw  up  an  ordinance  for  bonding  the  town  to  raise  $12,000. 

PRUSSER,  WASH.— Upon  motion  of  T.  E.  Brockhausen 
the  city  attorney  has  been  instructed  to  prepare  an  ordinance 
calling  for  a  special  election  to  decide  whether  or  not  the 
city  will  vote  bonds  to  construct  a  domestic  water  system  to 
cost   $48,000. 


VICTORIA,  B.  C— Bids  will  be  received  by  the  city  clerk 
of  Prince  Rupert,  B.  C,  on  or  before  November  20th  for  the 
supply  of  approximately  one  thousand,  eight  hundrd  tons  of 
cast  i^on  water  pipe;  38  tons  of  special  castings,  and  a  quan- 
tity of  gate  valves,  valve  boxes  and  hydrants. 

RENO,  NEV. — The  new  power  company  has  completed  its 
surveys  for  power  sites  and  ditches  from  the  Truckee  River 
east  of  Reno.  The  work  of  building  the  power  plants  will  soon 
commence.  This  company  has  two  power  sites  and  intends 
to  install  plants  that  will  generate  electricity  up  to  9000  h.p. 

POCATELLO,  IDAHO.— A  special  bond  election  will  be 
held  in  the  Gate  City  to  afford  qualified  electors  who  are  tax- 
payers an  opportunity  to  vote  on  the  question  as  to  whether 
or  not  there  shall  be  issued  $270,000  worth  of  20-year  bonds, 
to  acquire  by  purchase,  construction  or  otherwise,  a  muni- 
cipal  water   system. 

KLAMATH  FALLS,  ORE.— Ex-postmaster  R.  A.  Emmitt, 
who  was  engaged  by  the  city  at  an  expense  of  $281.30  to  in- 
vestigate water  sources  for  purer  water  system  for  Klamath 
Falls,  examined  a  number  of  proposed  sources,  of  which  he 
concludes  the  best  is  Sun  Creek,  altitude  200  to  600  ft.  with 
5,000,000  gallon  flow  of  water  per  day.  About  3  miles  of 
pipe  would  be  necessary. 

RICHMOND,  CAL.— The  case  of  the  Peoples  Water  Com- 
pany vs.  the  City  of  Richmond  will  be  erased  from  the  court 
calendar  by  a  compromise,  according  to  a  statement  of  City 
Attorney  B.  H.  Griffins,  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil. The  old  rate  of  35c  per  1000  gallons  will  remain  in  force 
and  the  water  company  agrees  to  refund  to  the  city  $550  as  ex- 
cessive charges  on  fire  hyrdants. 

BAKERSPIELD,  CAL.— The  Western  Water  Company 
promises  to  have  its  plant  and  pipe  line  in  readiness  for  de- 
livering water  to  its  customers  in  the  vicinity  of  Taft  about 
November  15.  The  company  already  has  its  pumping  plant 
installed  on  the  flat  near  Button  Willow,  and  excellent 
progress  is  being  made  in  laying  the  pipe  line.  The  water 
is  to  be  piped  to  two  hills,  and  distributed  thence  by  gravity 
to  the  companies  operating  on  Twenty-five  hill  and  elsewhere 
in  the  Midway  field.  Service  will  be  extended  to  North  Mid- 
way about  15  or  20  days  later.  The  deliveries  about  Taft  will 
amount  to  approximately  15,000  barrels  daily,  but  the  system 
will  have  a  capacity  of  50,000  barrels  daily.  The  water  will 
come  from  artesian  wells  and  will  be  forced  through  the  pipe 
line  by  the  power  from  two  250  h.p.  engines.  Only  one 
engine  is  to  be  used  at  a  time,  however,  the  other  being  for 
emergency  use  to  obviate  the  necessity  of  shutting  down  for 
repairs,  a  difficulty  that  has  interfered  with  the  service  of 
some  of  the  other  water  companies,  that  have  furnished  water 
to   the  West   Side   fields. 

BERKELEY,  CAL. — Water  rates  to  be  effective  in  this 
city  for  the  ensuing  year  were  fixed  following  a  secret 
session  between  a  representative  of  the  People's  Water 
Company  and  the  City  Council,  at  an  executive  meeting 
held  in  the  office  of  Mayor  J.  Stitt  Wilson,  following  which 
a  public  meeting  was  held  and  the  arrangement  made  read 
in  open  meeting.  As  the  result  of  this  new  schedule  of  prices 
made  effective,  residents  of  this  city  will  pay  the  highest 
rate  which  has  been  in  effect  here  for  a  number  of  years.  The 
case  has  been  before  the  U.  S.  Circuit  Court,  and,  alter  a  pre- 
liminary skirmish,  steps  were  taken  to  effect  a  compromise. 
The  agreement  reached  establishes  a  rate  effective  until  July 
1,  1912,  of  35c  per  1000  gallons  with  a  minimum  of  $1.50 
per  month  for  householders'  use;  of  35c  for  municipal  use; 
of  $4  per  month  for  each  fire  hydrant  of  four  inches  diamater 
or  over;  of  $1  per  month  for  small  hydrants  and  of  30c  for 
street  sprinkling.  The  rates  on  which  the  suit  was  brought  pro- 
vided for  a  rate  of  35c  per  1000  gallons,  minimum  or  $1.25;  35c 
for  municipal  uses;  $3  for  large  and  50c  for  small  hydrants, 
and  of  30c  for  street  sprinkling  purposes. 
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AUis- Chalmers  Company 17 

Aluminum   Company   ol    America 

Benjamin    Electric    Manufacturing    Company 

Blake  Signal   &  Manufacturing  Company 

Bonestell    &   Company 5 

Bridgeport   Brass    Company 4 

Brill  Company,  The  J.  G 

Brilliant    Electric    Company 

Bro'  iks-Follis  Electric  Corporation 

Buckeye  Electric  Company,  The 17 

Century  Electric  Company 14 

Colonial  Electric  Company 

Colonial   Electrical  Agency  Company 14 

Crocker-Wheeler  Company    

D.  &   W.  Fuse  Company 5 

Dearborn   Drug   &   Chemical   Works 19 

Duncan  Electric  Manufacturing  Company    

Economy    Electric    Company 14 

Electric  Storage  Battery  Company 5 

Electrical  Engineers'  Equipment  Company 2 

Farnsworth  Electrical   Works   15 

Farias  Manufacturing  Co 13 

Karrar  &  Company,  J.  C 

Fort  Wayne  Electric   Works 

Fostoria  Incandescent  Lamp  Co 

General   Electric   Company IS 

Gould  Storage  Battery  Company 20 

Habirshaw    Wire    Company 16 

iiammel    Oil    Burner   Company 

Hemingray   Glass   Company 3 

Hitchcock  Military  Academy 3 

Holophane  Company  

Home   Telephone   Company 


Hughes   &,  Company,  E.   C 15 

Hunt,   Mirk   &   Company (, 

Indiana  Rubber  &  Insulated  Wire  Co 

Johns-Manville   Co.,   H.    W 

Kellogg  Switchboard  &  Supply  Co 

Kelman   Electric   &    Manufacturing   Co 4 

Klein   &   Sons,   Mathias 20 

Leahy  Manufacturing  Co. 

I  ncke   ln,=  ulator   Manufacturing  Co 4 

McGlauflin  Manufacturing  Co. ' 

M  oore  ii  Co.,  Engineers,  Chas.  C 

National    Metal    Molding   Company | 

New  York   Insulated   Wire   Company 15 

Ohio  Brass   Company 

Okonite   Company    20 

Pacific  Gas  &  Electric  Company 19 

Pacific    Meter    Company 19 

Pelton  Water  Wheel  Company 19 

Pierson,  Roeding  &  Company 4 

Pittsburg  Piping  &  Equipment  Company 20 

Portland   Wood  Pipe  Company 

Schaw-Batcher  Company  Pipe   Works,  The   3 

Southern  Pacific  Company 20 

Sprague  Electric  Works  15 

Standard  Electrical  Manufacturing  Company 

Standard  Underground  Cable  Company 20 

Tracy  Engineering  Company 5 

Thomas  &  Company,  R, 16 

Western   Electric   Company 15 

Westinghouse    Machine    Company 6 

Westinghouse  Electric  &  Manufacturing  Co 

Weston  Electrical  Instrument  Company 3 

Wilbur,  G.  A 


Is  Your  Plant  Giving  the  Maximum  of  Efficiency? 

Do  you  know  whetJier  your  fuel  is  the  best? — your  oil  is  worth  the  price? — your  boiler 
has  losses,  and  what  causes  them? — too  much  heat  goes  up  the  chimney? — your  valves  are  set 
for  the  greates;  economy? — your  engine  is  giving  the  maximum  of  efficiency? 

POWER     PLANT    TESTING 

Is  a  new  book  on  this  phase  of  efficiency  engineering.    Its  use  will  help  to  get  the  greatest 
efficiency  from  the  plant.   It  will  help  the  engineer  to  make  himself  more  valuable. 

James  A.  Moyer  knows  where  to  look  for  losses,  flaws  and  weaknesses.  He  knows  how 
to  correct  the  rrouble  when  found.  He  tells  you  the  latest  methods  and  apparatus  used  in  this 
big  volume. 

It  gives  the  best  tests  on : 


It  tells  about: 


Pressure.  Tempei-ature,  Moisture  in 
Steam.  Areas.  Indicators.  Power. 
l'"low    of    Fluids.     Fuels.     Flue    Gas,    etc' 


Boilers.  Steam  Engines.  Steam  Tur- 
bines and  Turbine  Generators.  Gas  En- 
.'  ines  and  Producers.  Blowers  and  Air 
Compressors.  Refrigerating  Machines. 
iot-.\ir  Engines.  Hoists,  Belts,  Rope 
Drives  and  Friction  Wheels.  Hydraulic 
Machinery,   Strength    ot  Materials,    Etc. 


This  book  is  for  a  man  in  the  plant.    Only  algebra  and  arithmetic  are  needed  to  under- 
stand it.    Has  270  excellent  illustrations,  432  pages,  price  $4.00,  including  pos.iage  anywhere. 
Remember,  it  is  subject  to  the  return  privilege  guarantee.    You  have  no  risk. 
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Over  six  acres  of  floor 
space  are  necessary  to 
meet  the  increased 
demands  for 

G.  E.  Switchboards 


Full  information  on  any  switchboard  problem  can  be  obtained  from  our  catalogues 
or  from  our  Switchboard  Specialist  in  your  vicinity. 

General  Electric  Company 

Largest  Electrical  Manufacturer  in  the  World 

Principal  Office:  Schenectady,  N.  Y.  Sales  Offices  in  all  large  Cities 
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GUARANTEE 

OIN  ALL      , 

Bus  Bar  Supports 
Cable  End  Bells 
Cable  Potheads 
Cable  Terminals 

Clamp  Insulator  Supports  for 
Flat  or  Pipe  IViountins 
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ELECTRICAL  ACTIVITIES  IN  SPOKANE 


Spokane  has  the  third  greatest   system  of  inter-  Electric  railway  building  in  Spokane  began  in  1902. 

urban    electric    railways    in    America,    being   exceeded  A.  Bettis  of  Detroit,  Mich.,  was  the  original  promoter 

only  by  Indianapolis  and  Los  Angeles.     The  city  also  of  the  interurban  electric  road.     He  interested  in  his 

has  more  miles  of  street  car  lines  than  any  other  city  project  F.  A.  Blackwell  of  Coeur  d'Alene,  Idaho,  who, 


Spokane  Terminal  of  Spokane  &  Inland  Empire  Railroad 


of  similar  papulation  in  the  United  States  and  Canada. 
The  Washington  Water  Power  Company  and  the 
Spokane  Traction  Company  occupy  92.71  miles  of 
streets  and  operate  154.11  miles  of  tracks,  or  nine- 
tenths  of  a  mile  of  street  occupied  by  tracks  for  every 
1000  population.  The  total  investment  by  the  two 
companies  is  $42,000,000. 


as  the  representative  of  the  Howard  Luml^er  Company 
of  Pennsylvania,  was  attracted  to  the  western  coun- 
try b\'  the  great  timber  reserves  around  Coeur  d'Alene 
lake.  Mr.  Blackwell  and  his  associates  furnished  the 
money,  and,  despite  prophesies  of  financial  disaster, 
the  first  interurban  road  from  Spokane  to  Coeur 
d'Alene,  34  miles,  was  built.     The  road  was  opened 
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to  traffic  in  the  winter  of  1903  and  proved  a  dividend 
payer  from  the  start. 

Shortly  before  the  completion  of  the  Coeur 
d'Alene  &  Spokane  Electric  Road,  Jay  P.  Graves,  vice- 
president  and  general  manager  of  the  Granby  Con- 
solidated Mines  &  Smelting  Company,  entered  into 
competition  with  the  Washington  Water  Power  Com- 
pany for  the  street  railway  traffic  of  Spokane.  After- 
ward he  joined  forces  with  Mr.  iilackwell  and  the  re- 
sult was  the  organization  of  the  Spokane  &  Inland 
Empire  Railway  Company  with  a  capital  stock  of 
$30,000,000  and  the  construction  of  an  interurban  elec- 
tric line,  from  Spokane  south  to  Rosalia  and  Palouse, 
Wash.  Later  the  Palouse  branch  was  extended  to 
Moscow,  Idaho,  and  the  Rosalia  branch  was  carried 
to  Colfax,  Wash. 

The  Coeur  d'Alene  &  Spokane  Railway  was  ab- 
sorbed by  the  Spokane  &  Inland  Empire  Electric 
Railway  Company  and  the  line  was  extended  from 
Coeur  d'Alene  to  Hayden  lake,  Idaho,  42  miles,  and 
a  spur  of  17  miles  built  to  Liberty  lake,  in  the  Spokane 
valley.  Terminal  facilities  were  acquired  in  Spokane 
by  the  organization  of  the  Spokane  Terminal  Com- 
pany, which,  in  turn,  was  absorbed  by  the  Spokane  & 
Inland  Empire  Electric  Railway  Company  as  the  hold- 
ing company.  The  system  now  has  175  miles  of  main 
track  and  about  60  miles  of  spurs  and  sidings.  It  has 
the  most  modern  equipment  obtainable  and  is  re- 
garded by  electrical  engineers  as  one  of  the  best  elec- 
trical roads  in  America. 

The  company  also  owns  and  operates  an  electric 
power  plant  on  the  Spokane  river,  from  which  power 
is  transmitted  for  the  operation  of  the  company's 
street  and  interurban  railway  systems.  The  plant  is 
capable  of  generating  20,000  horsepower. 

Spokane's  interurban  railway  facilities  were  fur- 
ther extended  by  the  Washington  Water  Power  Com- 
pany, then  a  $20,000,000  corporation,  constructing  a 
line  from  Spokane  west  to  Medical  lake,  18  miles,  and 
later  a  branch  line  to  Cheney,  11  miles,  making  a  total 
of  250  miles  of  interurban  electric  road. 

Foremost  among  the  electric  railway  projects  in 
the  Pacific  States  is  the  Spokane  &  Inland  Empire 
system,  operating  235  miles  of  main  lines  and  branches 
in  eastern  Washington  and  northern  Idaho.  When 
completed  this  system,  now  controlled  by  stockholders 
of  the  Great  Northern  Railway  Company,  will  have 
extended  its  tracks  into  territory  not  now  reached  by 
either  steam  or  electrical  lines,  as  well  as  not  being 
accessible  to  tidewater  and  the  Columbia  and  Snake 
rivers. 

The  company  operates  a  power  plant  at  Nine 
Mile  bridge,  where  the  waters  of  the  Spokane  river  are 
harnessed  to  develop  12,000  electrical  horsepower  for 
operating  railway  lines  and  furnishing  light  and  power. 
The  development  of  this  energy  was  accomplished  by 
diverting  the  river  from  its  natural  channel,  in  itself 
an  engineering  feat  of  high  order. 

The  dam  is  70  feet  thick  at  its  base  and  225  feet 
in  length,  exclusive  of  the  power  house,  which  is  110 
feet  wide  by  85  feet  by  87  feet  above  low  water  mark. 


The  river  has  an  estimated  average  flow  of  12,000 
cubic  second  feet.  The  dam  creates  a  head  of  water 
of  60  feet,  also  backing  the  rix'er  five  miles,  thus  fur- 
nishing a  storage  which  will  carry  large  fluctuations 
of  load.  The  plant  will  accommodate  four  5,000  horse- 
power units,  two  of  which  have  been  installed.  The 
generators  are  3750  kw.  three-phase,  2200  volt;  60 
cycle  alternators.  The  company  also  owns  a  power 
site  just  outside  the  city  limits  of  Spokane,  which  may 
be  developed  in  the  future. 

On  the  lines  now  in  operation  the  single-phase 
system  is  employed.  This  is  the  first  of  its  kind  to  be 
operated  in  the  Northwest  and  it  is  a  success  in  every 
way.  How  it  is  viewed  by  electrical  experts  is  prob- 
ably best  summed  up  in  a  statement  by  Geheimrath 
Wittfield,  heading  a  royal  commission  of  Germany 
appointed  by  Emperor  Wilhelm,  who  said,  after  in- 
specting the  lines  and  power  plants  in  Spokane,  that 
what  he  and  his  associates  had  seen  had  more  than 
repaid  them  for  coming  across  the  seas  and  conti- 
nent, adding: 

"Taking  altogether  the  Spokane  &  Inland  un- 
doubtedly is  the  best  equipped  electric  railway  of  equal 
mileage  in  the  world." 

The  Washington  Water  Power  Company  also  op- 
erates an  electric  street  railway  system  in  Spokane 
and  furnishes  light  and  power  in  Spokane,  as  well  as 
to  various  points.  The  company  has  developed  16,000 
of  the  60,000  horsepower  available  at  Post  Falls  and 
has  plants  in  Spokane  and  at  Little  Falls.  More  than 
$17,000,000  already  is  invested  in  operating  plants.  In 
addition  it  has  a  5000  horsepower  auxiliary  steam 
plant  in  Spokane. 

The  company  is  installing  a  power  plant  at  Long 
Lake,  23  miles  north  of  Spokane,  where  about  $4,000,- 
000  is  being  invested.  The  project  includes  23  miles 
of  standard  gauge  steam  road,  the  highest  "weir"  dam 
in  the  world  and  four  turbines,  capable  of  developing 
90,000  electrical  horsepower,  or  equalling  the  capacity 
of  five  water  wheels  at  Niagara  Falls.  The  dam  is  300 
feet  in  length,  175  feet  in  height  and  150  feet  in  thick- 
ness at  the  base. 


NOVEMBER  MEETING    LOS    ANGELES    SEC- 
TION A.  I.  E.  E. 

The  Los  Angeles  Section  of  the  American  Insti- 
tute of  Electrical  Engineers  will  meet  on  November 
21,  1911,  when  Professor  Harris  J.  Ryan  will  present 
a  paper  on  "Polarity  in  Alternating  Current  Circuits." 
At  the  same  time  Professor  W.  A.  Hillebrand  will 
present  a  paper  on  "Some  Fundamental  Considera- 
tions in  the  Applications  of  a  System  of  Graphics  to 
Alternating  Current  Circuits,"  this  paper  constituting 
an  introductory  discussion  to  that  of  Professor  Ryan. 
Visiting  engineers  who  may  be  in  Los  Angeles  at  this 
time  are  cordially  invited  to  be  present  and  to  parti- 
cipate in  the  discussion.  In  order  that  those  desiring 
to  so  participate  may  be  amply  prepared  in  advance 
these  two  papers  are  printed  in  full  in  the  following 
pages. 


November  11,  1911.] 


JOURNAL    OF    ELECTRICITY,    POWER    AND    GAS 


447 


POLARITY       IN       POLYPHASE       CURRENT 
CIRCUITS. 

BY   HARRIS  J.   RYAN.i 

Introduction. 

In  1890  through  the  efforts  of  C.  E.  L.  Brown 
and  others  the  three-phase  induction  motor  and 
system  of  electrical  power  transmission  and  distribu- 
tion were  developed  and  introduced  in  Europe. 
Simultaneously  and  quite  independently  in  the  United 
States  Tesla  and  others  developed  and  introduced  the 
corresponding  two-phase  induction  motor  and  sys- 
tem. The  two-phase  system  promptly  encountered 
in  our  country  the  competition  of  the  three-phase  sys- 
tem imported  by  the  rivals  of  the  interests  in  control 
of  the  Tesla  patents.  At  the  time  the  expected  de- 
velopment of  these  two  systems  under  an  intense 
commercial  rivalry  was  not  a  very  pleasant  thing  to 
contemplate.  It  was  supposed  that  the  machinery 
and  appliances  of  the  one  system  could  not  be  em- 
ployed in  the  other.  To  cover  the  business  of  the 
country  with  both  systems  would  mean  a  duplication 
of  plant  and  of  fixed  charges  that  from  the  beginning 
would  be  too  severe  a  burden  for  the  consumers  of 
electric  power  to  support.  As  a  consequence  during 
the  three  years  that  followed,  1891-4,  electrical  engi- 
neers formed  two  groups,  evenly  matched  in  technical 
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tor  arrow  heads  had  to  be  frankly  omitted  to  avoid 
manifest  conflict  in  the  ideas  to  be  conveyed.  It  is 
now  seventeen  years  since  this  discovery  of  Mr.  Scott 
was  made.  To  this  day  for  the  most  part  polyphase 
circuit  diagrams  of  the  Fig.  a.  class  are  made  up  of 
connected  lines  with  their  arrow  heads  omitted ;  a 
frank  admission  that  the  diagram  is  incomplete.  For 
example  it  is  well  known  that  the  three-phase  sources 
produced  at  the  terminals  1,  2  and  3,  by  the  polyphase 
current  circuits  designated  in  Figs,  b,  c,  d,  e,  and  f,  are  ' 
identical.  It  required  years  of  trial  and  effort  before 
we  realized  our  present  knowledge  of  these  and  similar 
polyphase  circuits.  Even  now  it  is  a  most  perplexing 
matter  to  those  who  are  not  thoroughly  at  home  in 
this  subject  to  realize  that  the  terminals  1  and  2  in 
the  polyphase  circuits  Fig.  d  and  Fig.  f  are  sources 
of  voltages,  identical  in  amount  and  phase  positions. 
This  again  is  due  to  the  fact  that  while  these  diagrams 
are  true  and  correct  so  far  as  the}'  go  they  do  not  in- 
clude a  designation  of  all  of  the  essentials  that  consti- 
tute the  polyphase  circuit  because  they  have  omitted 
the  circuit  polarities. 

The  general  use  of  direct  current  began  with  the 
development  and  manufacture  of  the  Gramme  dynamo 
in  1872.  There  were  alternators  before  that,  of  a  sort, 
but  men  did  not  know  how  to  use  alternating  cur- 
rents except  to  a  discouragingly  small  extent.  During 
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and  industrial  strength  and  decidedly  hostile  in  regard 
to  these  fundamental  methods.  One  advocated  the 
universal  adoption  of  the  two-phase  and  the  other  the 
ihree-phase  system  for  general  purposes.  Then  an 
extraordinary  thing  happened.  Mr.  Chas.  F.  Scott 
announced  in  a  paper  before  the  National  Electric 
Light  Association  his  method  for  transforming  from 
a  two-phase  to  a  three-phase  circuit,  and  vice  versa. 
The  effect  upon  the  strenuous  controversy  was  marvel- 
ous.      It  was  dropped  almost  in  a  day. 

This  was  the  first  result  of  the  study  of  polarity  in 
polyphase  current  circuits.  One  dare  say  that  bril- 
liant as  was  Mr.  Scott's  achievement,  for  he  stopped 
the  great  battle  of  the  phases,  the  mental  effort  he 
put  into  it  was  as  a  mere  trifle  compared  with  the 
enormous  energy  that  had  already  been  expended  in 
the  conflict  between  the  rival  camps  in  their  attempt 
to  establish  the  supremacy  of  the  one  system  over  the 
other,  and  with  little  or  no  result  of  positive  value. 
This  great  victory  for  the  electrical  industries  was. 
however,  accepted  largely  as  an  isolated  case,  with 
little  conscious  realization  at  the  time  of  the  breadth 
vnd  depth  of  the  underlying  principle  it  involved.  To 
express  the  relation  between  the  phases,  circuits  and 
voltages  in  his  two-phase :  three-phase  system  of 
transformation  Mr.  Scott  used  the  familiar  T-delta  dia- 
gram of  Fig.  a.  While  the  lines  in  this  figure  are  alter- 
nating quantities  and  therefore  vectors,  the  usual  vec- 
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the  fifteen  years,  1872  to  1887,  an  immense  amount  of 
knowledge  and  experience  in  direct  current  working 
accumulated.  In  that  experience  polarity  of  e.m.f.'s 
currents  and  circuits  was  most  everything  of  impor- 
tance. Transmission  to  greater  distances  forced  the 
development  of  the  transformer  from  the  old  Rum- 
korff  induction  coil  and  the  introduction  of  the  single- 
phase  system  for  incandescent  lighting  in  1885.  The 
demand  for  a  self-starting  alternating  current  motor 
forced  the  development  of  the  induction  motor  from 
the  beautiful  rotation  experiinent  of  Ferraris,  result- 
ing in  the  practical  introduction  of  the  polyphase 
systems  about  1890.  There  were  thus  about  five 
years  of  straight  single-phase  practice  in  which  the 
habit  developed  of  neglecting  as  much  as  possible 
polarity  in  alternating  current  circuits.  The  whole 
nature  of  things  in  alternating  current  working  has 
contributed  greatly  to  deaden  the  polarity  sense,  so 
fully  and  keenly  developed  in  the  direct-current  work- 
ing that  preceded  the  development  of  the  alternating" 
current  methods. 

The  object  of  the  present  paper  is  to  contribute 
toward  a  development  of  the  polarity  sense  applied  to 
modern  alternating  current  practice.  The  polarity 
sense  should  not  have  been  neglected  during  the  early 
introduction  of  alternating  currents.  Technical 
progress  would  have  been  made  with  less  exoenditure 
of  energy.  Our  present  inenta]  attitude  in  these  mat- 
ters would  he  moi-e  satisfactory  with  a  stronger  de- 
A-elopment  of  the  relations  of  poly])hase  circuit  polar!- 
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lies.  Primarily  the  effort  herein  has  been  to  assist 
those  who  are  now  taking  up  polyphase  currents  for 
the  first  time.  The  paper  was  therefore  written  much 
in  the  form  of  a  text  and  amplified  somewhat  as  such. 
No  effort  was  made  to  lessen  the  task  for  those  who 
do  not  care  to  go  so  fully  into  the  subject.  It  is 
realized,  however,  that  there  are  many  who  would  like 
to  understand  something  of  the  subject  and  to  know 
to  what  extent  it  will  pay  them  to  make  a  study  of  it. 
With  these  facts  in  mind  Professor  Hillebrand  kindly 
consented  to  discuss  the  paper.  The  author  advises 
all  who  are  interested  in  the  subject  to  read  Professor 
Hillebrand's  accompanying  discussion  first  and  then 
to  take  up  the  text  of  the  paper  according  to  their 
inclination  and  needs. 

Vector-Circuits : 

In  the  graphic  treatment  of  polyphase  currents 
and  their  circuits,  vectors  have  to  do  double  duty, — 
they  must  express  the  alternating  values  and  desig- 
nate their  corresponding  circuits  properly  connected. 
Thus  employed  they  may  be  called  Vector-Circuits. 
Without  proper  system,  irrational  use  of  vector-cir- 
cuits is  easily  made  and  corresponding  confusion  re- 
sults. Polyphase  current  problems  in  modern  prac- 
tice and  the  needs  of  corresponding  good  teaching 
now  demand  a  rational  and  systematic  use  of  the  vec- 
tor-circuit. Some  excellent  contributions  to  the 
literature  of  this  general  subject  have  recently  been 
made.'  They  indicate  the  arrival  of  an  appreciation 
of  the  subject. 

It  is  the  purpose  of  the  author  to  present  here- 
with a  text  based  on  a  system  of  vector-circuits  that 
has  been  developed  by  him  during  the  past  decade  in 
his  work  of  instruction  in  polyphase  currents.  It  is 
hoped  that  all  who  are  prepared  to  contribute  to  the 
subject  will  do  so.  This,  it  is  hoped,  will  lead  to  the 
common  consent  adoption  of  some  one  convenient, 
rational  and  standardized  system  of  graphics  for  the 
treatment  of  polyphase  currents  and  their  circuits. 

Conventions. 

A  vector  employed  to  designate  an  alternating 
quantit}'  and  its  circuit  is  a  vector-circuit.  In  a  vec- 
tor-circuit the  vector-length  and  direction  designate 
the  amount  and  phase  of  the  alternating  quantity, 
while  the  vector-line  with  its  ends  designates  the  cor- 
responding circuit  with  its  terminals. 

A  small  circle  attached  near  one  end  of  the  vector 
and  the  usual  arrow  head  indicate  that  the  vector  is 
a  vector-circuit,  made  up  of  an  alternating  quantity 
and  its  corresponding  circuit ;  the  vector-circuit  end, 
toward  which  the  small  circle  is  attached,  is  the  posi- 
tive terminal  of  the  circuit,  and  the  arrow-headed  end 
determines  the  positive  direction  of  the  vector.  See 
Fig.  1. 

A  positive  direction  through  a  circuit  is  from  the 
negative  to  the  positive  terminal  of  such  circuit. 

A  positive  direction  in  any  closed  circuit  is  taken 
anti-clockwise. 

A  vector-circuit  is  closed  "direct"  when  a  positive 
direction  through  the  closed  circuit  leads  in  a  posi- 
tive direction  through  its  corresponding  vector-circuit. 

Illustrations  of  the  foregoing  definitions : 


A  vector-circuit  has  four  signs :  a  plus  and  minus 
sign,  each,  for  the  alternating  quantity  and  for  the 
direction  in  which  the  circuit  is  connected. 

When  letters  are  used  as  symbols  to  designate 
vector-circuits  the  first  sign  of  the  letter  is  the  sign  of 
the  alternating  quantity,  while  the  second  sign  of  such 
symbol  is  the  sign  of  the  corresponding  circuit.  The 
reversal  of  a  vector-circuit  effects,  therefore,  no  change 
in  the  practical  effect  because  in  such  reversal  both  an 
alternating  quantity  and  its  circuit  have  been  reversed, 
a  process  that  always  leaves  the  effect  unchanged 
From  this  it  follows  that  a  vector-circuit  is  the  exact 
working  equivalent  of  its  equal  and  opposite  vector- 
circuit.  In  the  graphic  treatment  of  a  community 
of  vector-circuits  the  working  result  is  not  affected  by 
reversing  one  or  all  of  them. 

In  Fig.  1,  +  e -|- and  —  e —  or  -f  e  —  and — e  + 
are  similar  vector-results,  while  +  e  +  and  +  e  —  or 
—  e  -j-  and  -|-  e  -j-  are  non-similar  vector-circuits. 
Vector-circuits  ar6  similar  when  their  vectors  and  cor- 
responding circuits  have  the  same  terminal  relation, 
viz.,  the  positive  ends  of  all  such  vectors  and  circuits 
coincide  or  are  opposed ;  they  are  non-similar  when 
they  do  not  agree  in  their  terminal  relation. 
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Triangulation  is  a  convenient  operation  to  deter- 
mine results  produced  by  given  vector-circuits :  opera- 
tions upon  double-vectors  by  parallelograms  and  their 
diagonals  -are  not  convenient  because  the  resultant 
alternating  quantities  and  their  corresponding  circuits 
are  not  coincident  as  is  the  case  in  triangulation. 

Triangulation  is  illustrated  in  the  following 
example : 

In  Fig.  2.  two  e.m.f.'s  having  a  phase  difference  of 
d  degrees  are  written  in  the  usual  vector-chain  fash- 
ion, wherein  the  end  of  the  last  vector  becomes  the 
origin  from  which  to  mount  the  next  vector  for  a 
series  of  e.m.f.'s.  In  such  cases  the  exterior  angle 
formed  at  the  junction  of  a  pair  of  vectors  is  the  meas- 
ure of  their  phase  difference..  The  small  circles  toward 
the  positive  ends  of  these  vectors  indicate  that  they  are 
likewise  the  corresponding  containing  circuits,  thereby 
constituting  them  vector-circuits.  There  is  repre- 
sented in  this  figure  the  practical  case  of  an  open-delta, 
three-phase  e.m.f.  source.  What  e.m.f.  will  be  de- 
livered between  the  terminals  a  and  c?  When  a  load- 
ing circuit  connects  across  ac,  each  of  the  circuits  ab 
and  be  containing  the  e.m.f.'s  e'  and  e",  is  connected 
into  the  circuit  abca  thus  formed,  in  a  positive  direc- 
tion. Evidently,  then,  the  resultant  e.m.f.  in  the  cir- 
cuit abc,  applied  between  the  terminals  ac,  will  be  the 
vector  sum  of  the  e.m.f.'s,  e' and  e",  just  as  they  stand. 
Such  sum  is  e"',  vector  bd,  Fig.  2,  obtained  in  the  usual 
manner  by  means  of  the  diagonal  of  the  proper  paral- 
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lelogram.  By  construction,  the  distance,  bd,  is  equal 
to  the  distance,  ac,  which  closes  the  triangle  formed 
on  e'  and  e".  e'"  =  bd  ^=  ac  might  be  drawn  as  a  vec- 
tor from  a  to  c  to  express  the  result,  i.e.,  the  e.m.f. 
impressed  between  a  and  c  by  e'  and  e".  However, 
this  is  a  vector-circuit  diagram  wherein  every  line  rep- 
resents not  only  an  alternating  quantity  but  its  con- 
ducting circuit  as  well, — it  will  not  do,  therefore,  to 
connec':  ac  with  a  vector  to  express  the  resultant  e.m.f. 
which  occurs,  not  in  the  circuit  ac,  but  in  the  circuit 
abc.  I':  will  be  legitimate,  however,  to  connect  ac  with 
a  conducting  circuit  provided  it  contains  an  e.m.f.  that 
is  the  equal  and  opposite  of  that  which  is  applied  a 
and  c  by  the  resultant  of  e'  and  e"  in  abc.  Since  such 
vector-circuit  e'"  =  ac  is  the  working  equivalent  of 
e'-|- e"  ^  abc.  (neglecting  internal  impedance),  it  may 
be  joined  in  multiple  with  e'+  e"  at  a  and  c  without 
disturbance  in  the  practical  case.  It  will  deliver  cur- 
rent to  an  external  loading  circuit  connected  to  ac 
just  the  same  as  will  e'  +  e"  in  abc.    In  their  Fig.  2 
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It  is  well  to  remember  that  the  practical  cases 
designated  by  the  original  e.m.f.-circuit  abc  in  Fig.  4 
and  the  one  in  Fig.  5  are  actually  different,  though  the 
duties  they  will  render  are  identical.  The  e.m.f.'s  e", 
Fig.  4  and  Fig.  5,  are  opposite  and  their  circuits  have 
been  correspondingly  reverse-connected.  The  original 
is  not  subject  to  triangulation  and  the  use  of  a  prop- 
erly chosen  equivalent  of  similar  vector-circuits  is  an 
expedient  that  permits  triangulation  to  determine  the 
desired  equivalent  resultant. 
Current  Tapped  From  a  Junction  of  Two  Alternating 

E.  M.  F.'s  DilTering  in  Phase. 

A  polyphase  current  circuit  and  therein  two  e.m.f.'s 
e'  and  e",  differing  in  phase,  are  designated  by  means 
of  a  pair  of  corresponding  double-vectors,  -|-  e'-|-  and 
-\-  e"  +  in  Fig.  7. 

A  conductor  bd  is  connected  so  as  to  tap  current 
from  the  junction  of  the  two  current  sources  at  b, 
which  is,  therefore,  the  graphic  origin  of  the  common 
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relation,  e'  and  e"  are  redrawn  in  Fig.  3  and  their  anti- 
resultant  -f-  e'"  -f  is  drawn  as  the  double-vector  clos- 
ing their  triangle. 

This  process  in  vector-circuits  for  obtaining  the 
anti-resultant  is  called  triangulation.' 

Similar  vector-circuits  are  properly  subject  to  tri- 
angulation, while  non-similar  vector-circuits  demand 
operation  by  parallelogram-diagonals  to  get  their 
resultant ;  such  diagonals  do  not  register  the  proper 
connections  for  their  circuits.  The  conclusion,  there- 
fore, follows  that  the  determination  of  the  resultants 
of  vector-circuits  must  be  accomplished  by  triangula- 
tion as  demonstrated  above. 

Since  triangulation  may  be  applied  to  communi- 
ties of  similar  vector-circuits  only,  communities  of 
non-similar  vector-circuits  can  be  operated  upon  by 
triangulation  only  after  they  have  been  re-expressed 
in  their  equivalent  communities  of  vector-circuits  that 
are  similar.  Operations  upon  non-similar  vector- 
circuits  to  reduce  them  to  similar  vector-circuits : 

The  non-similar  vector  circuit,  abc,  in  Fig.  4, 
is  to  be  transformed  to  a  circuit  of  equivalent  simi- 
lar double-vectors.  Let  -f-e'  +  remain  as  it  is.  Re- 
verse the  connection  of  the  circuit  of  e"  with  respect 
to  that  of  e',  at  the  same  time  reverse  the  alternating 
value  of  e"  with  respect  to  its  circuit.  A  double  re- 
versal has  been  made  and  the  working  result  has  not 
been  changed.  This  has  been  done  in  Fig.  5  where 
triangulation  is  now  practicable  and  -\-ef"-\-  has  been 
found  to  be  the  anti-resultant  or  equivalent  e.m.f.- 
circuit  of  the  circuit  abc  containing  the  e.m.f.'s  e'  and 
e";  see  Fig.  6. 

'At  the  close  of  this  paper  a  method  is  g-iven  for  Identify- 
ing- actual  circuits,  e.m.f.'s,  etc.,  and  their  corresponding  double 
vectors,  so  that  the  latter  may  be  a  guide  in  making  real  cir- 
cuit connections. 


loading  circuits.  The  loading  circuits  must  be 
mounted  so  that  their  relations  to  the  common  tap- 
conductor  bd  are  similar.  This  is  done  by  branching 
them  from  the  end  of  the  tap-conductor  in  a  posi- 
tive or  anti-clockwise  direction  through  the  proper 
loading  resistance  r'  and  r"  to  the  other  source  ter- 
minals, a  and  c,  respectively.     The  loading  resistances 
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are  taken  non-inductive ;  the  corresponding  procedure 
when  loading  at  a  power  factor  less  than  unity  will 
be  obvious.  The  currents  i'  and  i"  in  the  circuits 
bdr'ab  and  bdr"cb  are  in  phase  with  their  correspond- 
ing e.m.f.'s  -|-  e'  -j-  and  +  e"  +.  A  study  of  these 
circuits  reveals  the  fact  that  the  e.m.f.-circuit  ba  is 
connected  in  its  loading  circuit  reversed  while  cb  is  con- 
nected direct.  To  understand  the  phase-relation  of 
the  currents  i'  and  i"  in  the  tap-conductor  or  bd  which 
has  a  similar  relation  to  the  loading  circuits  in  which 
it  performs  common  duty  it  will  be  necessary  to  bring 
the  source  e.m.f.-circuits  into  the  same  connective  re- 
lation to  their  loading  circuits,  and,  therefore,  to  the 
tap  conductor.    The  e.m.f.-circuit  cb  +  e"+  is  already 
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in  standard  or  positive  relation  to  its  closed  loading 
circuit.  To  bring  +  e'-|-  into  a  similar  relation  with 
its  closed  loading  circuit,  it  must  be  completely  re- 
versed, an  operation,  as  shown  above,  that  causes  no 
change  in  the  practical  result,  but  which  will  cause 
this  e.m.f.-circuit  to  have  a  direct,  in  lieu  of  a  re- 
versed, connection  in  its  loading  circuit. 

This  has  been  done  in  Fig.  8.  All  connections  are 
now  made  similar  by  operations  that  do  not  change 
the  result.  The  resulting'current  in  the  tap-conductor 
bd,  or  i'",  is  therefore,  readily  obtained,  correct  in 
amount  and  true  in  phase  position,  by  the  ordinary 
geometric  addition  of  its  parts  i'  and  i".  The  current- 
vector  i'",  in  Fig.  8  may  now  be  remounted  without 
change  in  Fig  7,  using  b  as  its  origin  to  express  the 
total  current  set  up  through  the  tap  bd  and  the  speci- 
fied loading  circuits  by  the  polyphase  e.m.f.'s  +  e'+ 
and  +  e"+. 

Using  the  same  pair  of  e.m.f.-circuits  and  with  phase- 
circuit  relations  varied  through  the  range  made  possi- 
ble by  reversals  of  one  or  both  e.m.f.-phases,  one  or 
both  circuits,  or  by  total  reversal  of  one  or  both  e.m.f.- 
circuits,  the  several  different  double  phase  .sources  of 


d  <iZ'"ii  b 


t>  riG.8-a. 


Fi&.8-b 


r"iG.8-c 


^    riG.8-d        ^  FiG.8-e. 


current  to  be  tapped  from  the  junction  point  b  are 
formed  and  designated  by  corresponding  vector-circuit 
diagrams  in  Figs.  8a,  8b,  8c,  and  Sd.  Applying  the 
above  method  to  determine  the  current  in  the  tap- 
conductor,  such  current  is  found  to  be  i'",  the  same 
in  amount  as  in  the  first  instance  for  all  cases  and  the 
same  in  phase  for  Figs.  8c  and  8d  and  of  opposite 
phase  for  8a  where  the  circuits  were  reversed  and 
for  8b  where  the  e.m.f.'s  were  reversed. 

The  foregoing  combinations  did  not  include  those 
that  can  be  made  up  so  that  they  must  be  designated 
by  non-similar  vector-circuits.  Fig.  8e  relates  to  one 
of  these  combinations  that  has  to  be  designated  by 
non-similar  vector-circuits.  It  is  the  same  as  that 
in  Fig  7  except  that  the  terminals  of  the  ab  em.f.- 
circuit  have  been  reversed.  Going  through  the  method 
to  determine  the  current  tapped  through  the  conductor 
bd  and  the  same  corresponding  loading  circuits  con- 
tinued to  a  and  c,  it  is  found  that  the  circuits  ab  and 
cb  are  now  both  connected  direct  in  their  loading  cir- 
cuits, the  currents  they  establish  make  a  direct  com- 
bination through  their  common  tapping  conductor  bd 
and  must  be  combined  geometrically  as  they  occur 
to  form  i"".  Fig.  8e,  which  differs  from  the  fore- 
going resulting  currents  in  both  amount  and  phase. 


Practical   Examples. 

With  the  foregoing  understanding  of  the  princi- 
ples that  govern  the  use  of  vector-circuits  it  is  a  sim- 
ple matter  to  reconcile  the  polyphase  vector  dia- 
grams given  in  Fig.  9,  10,  11,  12  and  13. 

In  Fig.  9  the  topographic  points  of  alternating  po- 
tential abc  are  the  result  of  a  delta  connected  three- 
phase  source  of  e.m.f.'s  shown  by  the  corresponding 
delta  of  vector-circuits.  In  the  cases  given  in  Figs. 
9,  10,  11,  12  and  13  abc  are  in  each  instance  identical 
potential  points  produced  by  the  same  identical  e.m.f.'s 
applied  direct  in  Fig.  9  and  in  the  other  cases  as  re- 
sultants quickly  found  by  triangulation.  In  days  past 
one  of  the  great  difficulties  in  the  graphic  study  of 
polyphase  currents  has  been  to  reconcile  the  fact  that 
the  e.m.f.-circuits  of  Figs.  11  and  13  deliver  identical 
potentials    at    the    terminal    points    abc.      In    Fig.    14 
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vector-circuits  designate  the  delivery  of  a  six-phase 
alternating  potential  at  the  current  tapping  points 
adbecf.  These  e.m.f-circuit  sources  are  mesh-connected. 
In  Fig.  15,  three  three-phase  e.m.f.-circuits  are  star- 
connected  by  connecting  all  three  midcircuit  points. 
In  Fig.  16,  six  six-phase  e.m.f.-circuits  are  star  con- 
nected, these  e.m.f.'s  have  each  one-half  the  values  of 
the  three-phase  e.m.f.-circuits  in  Fig.  15.  In  all  three 
cases.  Figs.  14,  15  and  16,  the  topographic  potential 
points  are  identical ;  vector-circuit  triangulation  in 
Figs.  15  and  16  shows  that  the  star-connected  three 
and  six-phase  e.m.f.  sources  deliver  six-phase  poten- 
tials at  adbecf,  identical  with  those  delivered  by  the 
six-phase  mesh-connected  e.m.f.-circuits  in  Fig.  14. 

To  assist  the  reader  in  applying  triangulation  to 
the  double-vectors  that  designate  open  delta  or  star- 
connected  e.m.f.-circuits  the  details  of  the  process  will 
be  repeated  for  the  two  cases  given  in  Figs.  11  and  13. 

In  Fig.  11  it  is  first  desired  to  find  by  triangula- 
tion the  e.m.f.-circuit  that  is  the  working  equivalent 
+  e'-|-  and  -f  e"+  applied  in  series  through  ado. 
Taking  a  positive  direction  through  the  closed  circuit 
adca,  it  is  found  that  the  circuit  dc  is  connected  direct 
and  ad,  reversed.  By  reversing  the  vector-circuit 
-\-  e'-(-   no   change   in   the   working   result   is   effected 
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while  its  circuit  is  made  to  be  direct  connected.  This 
operation  has  been  performed  in  Fig.  17.  Since  both 
€.m.f.-circuits  are  now  direct  connected  to  the  closed 
circuit  adca,  the  e.m.f.  may  be  added  in  the  usual 
manner.  The  result  of  such  an  addition  is  the  vector 
a  directed  to  c  and  its  equal  and  opposite  or  working 
equivalent  is  c  directed  to  a.;  The  vector-circuit 
-\-  e""+  as  drawn  in  Fig.  17  is,  therefore,  the  working 
equivalent  of  the  values  +  e'+  and  +  e"+  as  given  in 
in  Fig.  11.  In  the  same  manner,  in  Fig.  11,  it  is  seen 
that  the  e.m.f.-circuits  bd  and  da  are  direct  connected 
in  the  closed  circuit  abda,  and  the  equal  and  opposite 
e.m.f.-circuit  of  +  e'+  and  +  e'"-|-  is  +e""',  as  given 
in  Fig.  18,  which  gives  the  results  of  both  triangula- 
tions  and  which  shows  that  the  potentials  at  ab  and  c 
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are  those  due  to  the  three-phase  e.m.f.'s  e"",  e'""  and 
e"'-\-  e"  and  that  they  are  identical  with  the  three- 
phase  e.m.f.  given  in  Fig.  9.  In  the  Fig.  13  case,  -|-  e'-|- 
and  +  e"-|-  occupy  a  relation  to  the  tapping  points, 
a  and  c,  that  is  identical  with  that  in  Fig.  11  ;  the 
result  is,  therefore,  the  same.  Taking  a  circuit  in  a 
positive  direction  thi'ough  —  e"  and  +  s'+  it  is 
found  that  the  circuit  of  —  e"  is  reverse  connected. 
Upon  reversing  the  vector-circuit,  i.  e.,  changing  —  e'" 
to  -j-  e'"  +,  it  is  seen  that  the  anti-resultant  or  work- 
ing equivalent  vector-circuit  for  -|-  e'+  and  —  e'" — 
is  -|-  e'""-)-.  The  completed  triangulation  is  given  in 
Fig.  19. 

One  more  practical  example  illustrating  the  use 
of  double-vectors  will  be  a  help :  It  is  desired  to 
know  how  to  connect  in  an  emergency  the  secondaries 
of  two  transformers  tapping  their  primary  currents  to 
ground  from  one  pair  of  conductors  of  a  three-phase 
line  operating  with  a  grounded  neutral  so  that  the 
two  secondaries  will  constitute  an  open-delta  three- 
phase    source.      In    Fig.    20    are     given     the     vector- 


circuits  for  the  corresponding  primary  and  secondary 
e.m.f.-circuits. 

In  Fig.  21,  a  secondary  open-delta  connection  has 
been  formed  by  connecting  the  terminal  o"»  to  b". 
By  triangulation  it  is  seen  that  a  three-phase  e.m.f. 
will  be  delivered  from  the  current  tapping-points 
a",o"»b"  and  d'o.  The  phases  of  the  two  secondary 
e.m.f.'s  necessarily  remain  unchanged ;  to  do  this  and 
to  retain  similar  vector-circuits  so  that  their  working 
equivalent  would  close  their  triangle  and  thus  make 
a  proper  three-phase  open  delta,  it  was  necessary  to 
reverse  one  pair  of  terminals  b",  o""  connecting 
o""  to  b"  instead  of  o""  to  o"i'  corresponding  to  the  pri- 
mary connection  of  o'»  to  o'l'. 

If  the  connections  had  been  made  without  the  re- 
\'ersal  of  one  of  the  secondaries,  the  result  would  be 
that  given  in  Fig.  22. 

Another  practical  problem  is  this:  Given  three 
sources  of  e.m.f.  dififering  in  phase  by  one-sixth  of 
a  cycle.     They  are  to  be  connected  to  form  : 

1.  Delta   three-phase   source. 

2.  Y  three-phase  source. 

The  vector-circuits  for  the  three  original  e.m.f.'s 
aild  their  corresponding  circuits  are  given  in  Fig.  23. 

\A'ithout  alteration  these  vector-circuits  are  thrown 
into  a  triangle  in  Fig.  24.  The  result  is  a  delta- 
connected  three-phase  source  of  e.m.f.  in  which  the 
phase  interval  is  one-third  instead  of  one-sixth  cycle. 
To  one  unaccustomed  to  the  properties  of  vector-cir- 
cuits this  diagram  does  not  appear  correct.  It  turns  up 
correct,  however,  if  one  remembers  that  the  result 
is  not  changed  when  the  double-vector  +  e"'-\-  is  con- 
pletely   reversed    in   place.      This    delta-connection    of 
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Fig.  24  will  also  stand  the  test  that  all  proper  delta- 
connected   e.m.f.'s    must    stand,    vit.  : 

1.  The  sum  of  three  e.m.f.'s  is  zero. 

2.  By  triangulation  each  e.m.f.  is  found  to  be  the 
anti-resultant  of  the  remaining  two. 

In  applying  these  two  checks  it  is  convenient 
to  have  —  e'" —  substituted,  as  in  Fig.  25,  for  -f  e"'+, 
as  in  Fig.  24,  though  it  must  be  remembered  that  the 
Fig.  25  connection  is  not  identical  with  the  Fig.  24 
connection,  and  that  in  any  event  it  is  a  connection 
that  produces  an  equivalent  result.  In  making  con- 
nections nothing  can  be  done  to  change  the  actual 
phase  of  the  e.m.f.  e'" ;  the  only  change  that  can  be 
made  is  to  reverse  the  terminals  changing  -\-  e"'-|-  to 
_|_  e'"— .  In  the  practical  case  having  identified  the 
directions  of  the  e.m.f.  vectors  and  the  positive  ends 
of  their  circuits  and  having  labeled  the  actual  corres- 
ponding positive  terminals  of  the  real  e.m.f.-circuits 
in  the  alternator,  one  may  easily  read  from  the  vector- 
circuit  triangle.  Fig.  24,  that  one  of  the  three  junc- 
tions, e,  forming  the  delta  connection  is  made  by  con- 
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necting  the  positive  end  of  the  e'  circuit  to  the  nega- 
tive end  of  the  e"  circuit:  junction  b,  the  positive 
ends  of  the  e"  and  e'"  circuits:  and  junction  a,  by  the 
connection  of  the  negative  ends  of  e'"  and  e'. 

The  three-phase  Y-connected  sixth  cycle  set  of 
Fig.  23  is  given  in  Fig.  25a. 

From  Fig.  25a  one  reads  that  the  negative  end 
of  the  e'" :  circuit  and  the  positive  ends  of  the  e' :  and 
the  e" ;  circuits  are  connected  to  neutral.  It  must 
be  understood  that  this  is  the  only  correct  way  to 
designate  this  connection  of  the  original  e.m.f. :  cir- 
cuits as  given.  To  substitute  —  e' —  and  —  e" —  for 
-)-  e'-|-  and  +  e"-)-  would  produce  a  diagram  more  like 
the  Y-connection  sort  that  one  is  accustomed  to  see, 
and  while  it  would  be  a  working  equivalent  it  would 
not  represent  the  facts  and  would  not  tell  one  properly 
how  to  make  the  practical  connections. 
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Proper  Designation  of  Current  Tapped  from  Polyphase 
Sources. 

In  the  star-connected  three-phase  case  in  Fig.  26, 
there  is  no  doubt  about  the  proper  designation  of  the 
currents  drawn  from  the  loading  points  1,  2  and  3. 
The  currents  tapped  from  the  junction  points  in  the 
delta-connected  three-phase  source  are  designated  as 
determined  above.  Owing  to  the  fact  that  the  Y,  delta 
and  T-connections  of  Figs.  26,  27  and  27,  produce 
identical  topographic  results,  it  is  reasonable,  there- 
fore, to  expect  that  the  same  line  currents  drawn  from 
either  three-phase  source  should  be  designated  by  the 
same  current  vectors.  The  loading  currents  for  the 
T-connected  source  in  Fig.  28  are  drawn  the  same, 
therefore,  as  for  the  two  preceding  cases. 

To  one  to  whom  the  properties  of  vector-circuits 
are  new  the  phase  of  i  in  this  case  does  not  look 
reasonable  because  it  seems  to  make  the  -)-  e"+  circuit 
a  negative  instead  of  a  positive  source  of  power.  With 
more  thought,  however,  it  is  seen  that  -)-  e"-f-  is 
reverse-connected  in  the  closed  Loading  circuit  extend- 
ing from  terminal  No.  2.  A  reversal  of  +  e"-|-  does 
not  alter  the  working  result  while  it  causes  the  re- 
sulting —  e" —  circuit  to  be  direct  connected  to  its 
closed  loading  circuit;  it  is  thus  seen  that  this  section 
is  a  positive  source  of  power.  Again,  going  over  the  de- 
tails involved  in  determining  the  current  at  2,  using 
Fig.  29,  will  assist  further  to  understand  that  the  i" 
power  component  is  in  phase  with  -j-  e"-(-  and  not  in 
phase  opposition. 

The  current  drawn  through  a  transmitting  con- 
ductor from  terminal  No.  2,  has  components  due  to 
the  two  sources  that  meet  at  this  point  and  deliver 
therefrom  current  through  their  respective  loading 
circuits.  To  determine  these  component  currents  in 
their  proper  phase  relations,  extend,  (front  view)  i.  e. 
in  a  positive  or  anti-clockwise  direction  the  two  load- 
ing circuits  from  the  line'  conductor  connected  from 
terminal  2  through  their  respective  loading  resistances 
'■]::  and  ""its  to  the  other  phase-terminals  1   and  3.     In 


the  ■■■:=  circuit,  current  is  set  up  by  +  e'+  and  +  e"-f , 
both  reverse-connected  in  their  closed  loading  circuit. 
On  totally  reversing  both,  which  does  not  alter  the 
working  result,  it  is  seen  that  the  value  and  phase 
of  their  resultant  e.m.f.  is  given  by  the  vector  directed 
from  1  to  2,  the  corresponding  current  established  by 
this  resultant  e.m.f.  is  i=:i  as  drawn.  Likewise  in  the 
''=:3  loading  circuit  both  e.m.f.'s-circuits  +  e"  +  and 
-)-  e"'-\-  are  reverse  connected.  Upon  total  reversal 
of  their  double-vectors  they  become  direct  connected 
when  it  is  seen  that  their  resultant  e.m.f.  impressed 
from  2  upon  their  loading  circuit  is  given  in  amount 
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and  phase  positive  by  a  vector  directed  from  3  to  2 
and  the  corresponding  current  established  is  y.^.  The 
total  current  is  the  geometric  sum  of  these  two  com- 
ponent currents  i.e^,  i=  as  drawn.  In  the  same  man- 
ner the  current-vectors  at  the  other  three-phase  tap- 
ping points  1  and  3  may  be  determined,  and  when 
done  will  be  found  also  to  agree  with  current-vectors 
set  up  from  the  star-connected  source  in  Fig.  26. 

Vector-Circuits  in  the  Treatment  of  Non-Sine-Wave 
Poly-phase  Currents. 

Every  polygon  or  mesh-connected  poly-phase  cur- 
rent source  forms  a  closed  conducting  circuit  within 
which  the  sum  of  all  e.m.f.'s  at  every  instant  must  be 
zero.  When  such  is  not  the  case,  internal  "circulating" 
currents  are  set  up  by  the  residue  e.m.f.  that  results 
from  the  imperfect  balance  of  the  poly-phase  e.m.f.'s. 
Every  non-sine  wave  is  simply  an  aggregation  of 
waves  differing  in  amounts  and  frequencies  in  a  man- 
ner now  well  known.  The  general  effect  of  this  will 
be  better  understood  by  looking  at  a  particular  case. 
To  do  this  use  a  delta-connected  non-sine  wave  three- 
phase  case.  The  multi-frequencied  components  of  the 
wave  employed  are  given  in  Fig.  30. 

In  Fig.  31,  diagram  A  is  a  vector-circuit  delta  for 
the  fundamental  component  e.m.f. ;  B  is  the  correspond- 
mg  connection  for  the  three-frequency  component — 
e.m.f.— mutilated  by  being  left  open  at  the  tapping 
point  aa  because  the  phase  interval  of  these  e.m.f.'s 
is  zero.  C  is  the  corresponding  connection  for  the 
five-frequency  component— e.m.f.,  not  mutilated  but 
resulting  in  a  reversal  of  sequence  of  e.m.f.-phases, 
the  effect  of  which,  for  example,  would  be  to  make 
an  effort  to  reverse  the  rotation  of  an  induction  motor. 
In  D,  the  seven-frequency  e.m.f.  component  produces 
the  same  sort  of  result  as  the  fundamental. 

It  is  apparent  that  the  three  effective  e.m.f.  vectors 
that  express  the  total  e.m.f.'s  resulting  from  a  combi- 
nation of  the  one,  five,  seven,  eleven,  thirteen,  etc. 
frequency  e.m.f.'s  in  the  general  case  will  have  equal 
but  larger  values  than  the  fundamental  and  that  their 
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phase  intervals  will  be  unchanged.  It  follows  that 
the  equivalent  sine  wave  values  of  total  non-sine  wave 
e.m.f.'s  and  their  circuits  may  be  designated  by  cor- 
responding vector-circuits  which  may  be  operated 
upon  in  the  usual  manner  to  attain  desired  and  cor- 
rect results  so  long  as  those  multi-frequencied  com- 
ponent e.m.f.'s  are  absent  which  do  not  occur  at  the 
same  phase  interval  as  the  fundamental. 

In  the  foregoing  three-phase  case,  the  three,  nine, 
etc.  frequency  component  e.m.f.'s  do  not  have  the  phase 
interval  of  the  fundamental  and  no  delta  or  receiver 
closed  source  connection  containing  those  e.m.f's 
can  be  correctly  represented  by  vector-circuits  because 
they  produce  a  phase  interval  for  the  vectors  desig- 
nating the  total  effective  e.m.f.'s  that  is  different  from 
the  phase  interval  of  the  fundamental;  the  source 
circuit  will  fail  to  close  by  an  interval  that  is  equal 
to  the  sum  of  the  offending  harmonics.  As  an  ex- 
ample, suppose  that  the  three-frequency  harmonic  is 
the  only  offending  one,  present.  It  will  increase  the 
three  total  effective  e.m.f.'s  to  the  same  extent  as 
though  quadrature  sine-waves  having  the  same  fre- 
quencies, were  being  combined.  The  results  when 
represented  by  corresponding  vector-circuits  will  show 
graphically  a  failure  to  close  the  delta,  yet  the  gap 
thus  determined  will  not  be  equal  to  the  arithmetic 
sum  of  the  in-phase  three-frequency  components  nor 
will  it  have  their  phase.  In  the  practical  case,  however, 
the  circuit-triangle  is  actually  closed  and  then  the 
offending  harmonic  e.m.f.'s  are  consumed  by  circu- 
lating currents  internally  causing  the  external  disap- 
pearance of  such  offending  harmonics.  Practicably, 
with  this  understanding,  vector-circuits  may  be  used 
to  designate  all  e.m.f.-circuits ;  and  such  vector-circuits 
may  be  operated  upon  to  give  correct  results  just  as 
though  simple  sine-waves  were  employed.  An  illus- 
tration of  this  is  found  in  the  following  graphic 

Vector-Circuit  Proof  of  the   n-1    Wattmeter  Power- 
Measuring  Method. 

A  five-phase  closed  polygon-connected  irregular 
wave  alternating  current-source  is  designated  by  cor- 
responding double-vectors  in  Fig.  32.  There  may  be 
internal  circulating  currents  in  this  case  due  to  the 
non-conformity  to  such  a  connection  of  some  of  the 
harmonic   component   e.m.f.'s,   yet,   it   is   true,   that   a 
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fan-connected  set  of  four  non-sine-wave  e.m.f.'s  may 
be  employed  to  duplicate  exactly  the  topographic 
potentials  at  the  line  tapping  points  abode,  as  drawn 
in  Fig.  33,  when  it  becomes  evident  at  once  that  any 
power  delivered  from  those  points  may  be  measured 
by  taking  the  sum  of  the  indications  of  four  watt- 
meters connected  in  the  outgoing  conductors  at  cde 
and  a;  the  conductor  at  b,  acting  as  a  common  re- 
turn. 

Since  the  validity  of  the  n-1  wattmeter  methods 
has  been  established  by  various  independent  mathe- 
matical treatments,  its  above  application,  working 
backward,  constitutes  a  check  upon  the  conclusion 
that  vector-circuits  may  with  proper  recollection  of 
the  underlying  principles  involved,  be  applied  to  non- 
sine  as   well   as   sine-wave  cases. 

Identification   of   Actual    Circuits  for  the  Application 
of  Vector-Circuits. 

First,  all  original  e.m.f.'s  and  their  phases,  circuits, 
and  their  terminals  should  be  identified,  vector-circuit 
fashion,  by  some  such  method  as  that  applied  in  the 
following  particular  case : 

In  Fig.  34,  ai  a^,  bi  b:  and  ci  c=  are  the  terminals 
of  three  current  sources.  To  identify  them  for  vector- 
circuit  designation,  connect  a  non-inductive  loading 
resistance  R"  between  the  terminals  of  one  of  the 
sources  ci  and  c=  through  the  field  coils  of  a  suitable 
wattmeter. 

The  current  through  the  voltage  coil  must  have 
a  dual  control ;  an  in-phase  control  by  the  usual  non- 
inductive  resistance  and  a  quadrature-lagging  control 
by  the  special  form  of  inductance,  such  as  commonly 
used  in  induction  meters.  By  means  of  a  proper 
switch,  either  voltage  control  can  be  employed  at 
will  to  read  on  the  wattmeter  the  voltage  components 
that  are  in  phase  and  in  quadrature  with  the  standard 
phase-current  drawn  through  R"  and  the  wattmeter 
field  coil  at  FC.  Label  arbitrarily  the  wattmeter  volt- 
age circuit  terminals  -\-  and  — .  Using  the  non- 
inductive  control  in  the  instrument  voltage  circuit, 
apply  its  labeled  ends  to  the  source  terminals  so  that 
the  instrument  will  read  positive.  That  terminal  ci 
or  c=,  to  which  the  positive  end  of  the  pressure  circuit 
has  been  applied  should  be  labeled  positive.  The  read- 
ing of  the  instrument  is  proportional  to  the  in-phase 
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pressure  applied  between  Ci  and  c=  and  determines, 
therefore,  the  amount  and  phase  of  the  corresponding 
vector ;  the  corresponding  vector-circuit  is  drawn  in 
Fig.  35.    The  instrument  voltage,  circuit-ends,  using  in- 
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phase  control,  are  now  applied  to  bi  and  b=  so  that  the 
instrument  reads  positive.  The  terminal  bi  or  b=  receiv- 
ing the  -f-  end  from  the  instrument  is  labeled  positive. 
The  reading  Cr,  is  the  postive  in-phase  component  of  e". 
The  lagging  quadrature  control  is  now  substituted 
in  the  instrument  voltage  circuit  when  the  instrument 
reads  positive  by  the  amount  e^,  the  leading  quadra- 
ture component  of  e".  Thus  the  vector-circuit  for  e" 
is  located.  See  Fig.  35.  It  was  found  to  lead  e=  by 
60°.  In  the  same  manner  the  aia^  terminals  were 
identified  and  e^  was  located  and  found  to  lag  with 
respect  to  e=  by  60°.  Its  corresponding  double-vector 
is  drawn  in  the  same  figure. 

It  is  now  required  to  determine: 

1.  How  to  three-phase:  Y-connect  these  e.m.f.- 
circuits. 

Operating  on  their  unchanged  vector-circuits, 
there  are  two  ways  to  throw  them  into  the  Y-form. 
One  of  these  is  given  in  Fig.  36. 

At  first  glance  this  may  look  like  a  genuine  three- 
phase  Y  or  star-connected  three-phase  current  source. 
That  such  is  the  case  is  seen  at  once,  however,  when 
it  is  remembered  that  the  total  reversal  of  e=  will  not 
change  the  working  result  but  will  give  us  that  which 
we  know  to  be  a  real  three-phase  source.  In  the 
practical  case  we  can  only  reverse  the  circuit 
terminals  of  6=  we  cannot  reverse  the  phase  of 
its  alternating  value;  we  must  let  e^  in  Fig.  36 
stand  as  it  is  and  as  such  the  connection  is  a  true 
Y-three-phase.  To  realize  it  practically,  the  negative 
terminals  of  the  circuits  ai  a^  and  b:  bi  and  the  posi- 
tive of  terminal  d  e=  must  be  connected  to  neutral. 

2.  How  to  three-phase :  delta-connect  these  same 
e.m.f.-circuits. 

Again  operating  on  them  unchanged,  there  are 
two  ways  in  which  they  can  be  thrown  into  a  delta- 
form.  One  of  these  is  given  in  Fig.  37,  which  is  re- 
cognized as  a  proper  delta-connected  three-phase 
source  when  6=  is  totally  reversed.  As  it  is,  it  accom- 
plishes the  same  result,  and  must  remain  unchanged 
because  in  the  practical  case  total  reversal  cannot  be 
accomplished,  the  circuit  terminals  only  can  be  re- 
versed and  that  would  produce  a  failure  to  form  a 
three-phase  source-circuit.  The  diagram  is,  therefore, 
correct  for  the  formation  of  a  true  delta-connected 
three-phase  source  arid  states  that  the  negative  ter- 
minal of  the  e«  and  the  positive  of  the  e",  the  negatives 
of  the  ei>  and  e=  and  the  positives  of  the  e^  and  C"  cir- 
cuits must  be  connected  to  form  the  three-phase  cur- 
rent tapping  points  1,  2  and  3. 


SOME  FUNDAMENTAL  CONSIDERATIONS  IN 
THE  APPLICATION  OF  A  SYSTEM  OF 
GRAPHICS  TO  ALTERNATING  CURRENT 
CIRCUITS.' 

BY  W.  A.  HIL.L,EBRANr).= 

The  purpose  of  the  graphical  representation  of 
polyphase  electromotive  forces  and  currents  is  to 
facilitate  the  interpretation  or  predetermination  of  the 
lesult  obtained  by  combining  any  number  of  electro- 
motive forces  into  a  polyphase  network.  In  their 
present  state  our  graphical  methods,  when  applied  to 
actual  instead  of  to  imaginary  circuits,  largely  fail  in 
both  of  these  requirements  because  they  offer  no 
opportunity  for  representing  apparatus  or  circuit  ter- 
minals, whereas,  the  phase  of  a  given  e.m.f.  with 
respect  to  the  phase  of  other  electromotive  forces 
with  which  it  may  be  connected,  is,  to  an  important 
degree,  dependent  upon  the  order  in  which  its  ter- 
minals are  connected  into  the  circuit. 

Before  presenting  a  system  which,  it  is  believed, 
will  satisfy  these  two  conditions,  some  of  the  diffi- 
culties inherent  in  a  scheme  that  undertakes  to 
recognize  the  circuit  terminals  as  well  as  their  electro- 
motive forces,  will  be  dwelt  upon. 

The  first  of  these  is  a  satisfactory  definition  of 
the  term  "phase  difference"  or  "phase  relation,"  as 
applied  to  actual,  physical  circuits. 

Definition  of  Phase  Relation. 

The  phase  difference  between  two  e.m.f.'s  is  the 
time  interval,  expressed  as  a  fraction  of  a  cycle  or  in 
degrees,  between  the  instants  when  each  would  begin 
to  send  current  through  its  own  circuit  from  one 
specified  terminal  to  another.  Accepting  this  defini- 
tion, it  is  seen  that  the  phase  relation  of  one  e.m.f. 
with  respect  to  another  is  dependent  upon  the  arbi- 
trary choice  of  terminals  and  of  a  direction  of  reference 
from  one  terminal  to  another.  Accordingly,  each  cir- 
cuit will  be  assumed  to  have  a  positive  and  a  negative 
terminal,  arbitrarily  chosen,  and  the  direction  of  ref- 
erence will  be  from  the  negative  to  the  positive 
terminal. 

In  accordance  with  these  conventions  the  phase 
difference  between  two  e.m.f.'s  may  be  defined  as  the 
time  interval,  expressed  in  degrees,  between  the  in- 
stants when  each  would  tend  to  circulate  current  from 
the  negative  to  the  positive  terminal  through  its  own 
circuit. 

If  ab  and  cd.  Fig.  1,  are  two  transformer  sec- 
ondaries with  arbitrarily  selected  +  and  —  terminals 
as  shown,  and  if,  one  sixth  of  a  cycle  after  ab  com- 
mences to  circulate  current  from  a  to  b  via  route 
aTb,  cd  commences  to  circulate  current  from  d  to  c, 
via  dTc,  then  cd  may  be  said  to  lag  60°  behind  ab! 
If  c  and  d  had  been  marked  —  and  +  respectively 
mstead  of -f  and —,  then  e.m.f.  cd  would  lead  ab  by 
120°  instead  of  lagging  by  60°. 

'What  follows  is  intended  as  a  discussion  of  Professor 
Ryan  s  paper  on  the  "Graphic  Treatment  of  Polvphase  Current 
Circuits."  It  was  prepared  at  his  suggestion  in  the  hope  that 
an  explanation  of  the  difficulties  encountered  therein  would 
help  others  similarly  troubled,  to  an  understanding-  of  the 
fundamental  principles  underlying  his  conventional  treatment 
For  the  sake  of  clearness  it  was  considered  best  not  to  pad  the 
treatment  itself  with  too  much  explanatory  matter. 

^Professor  of  Electrical  Engineering  Oregon  Agricultural 
College. 
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Symbols. 

Since  phase  relation  has  been  defined  with  refei-- 
ence  to  a  direction  through  the  circuit,  the  vector  line 
that  represents  the  alternating  quantity  must  also  in- 
dicate the  circuit  terminals.  Thus,  a  chain  of  such 
vectors  will  represent  not  only  the  magnitude  and 
phase  of  the  alternating  quantities,  but  the  circuit 
connections  as  well.  The  circuit  terminals  may  be 
indicated  by  placing  a  small  circle  near  that  end  of  the 
vector  which  represents  the  positive  terminal  of  the 
circuit.  The  other  end  of  the  vector  hue  is  under- 
stood to  be  the  negative  terminal. 

Accordingly,  the  e.m.f.  and  circuit  ab  of  Fig.  1 
may  be  represented  as  in  Fig.  2  or  as  in  Fig.  3,  since 
there  is  no  reason  initially  for  associating  the  positive 
or  arrowhead  end  of  the  vector  with  the  positive  ter- 
minal of  the  circuit. 

Since  cd  has  been  assumed  to  lag  behind  ab  by 
60°,  it  may  be  represented  as  in  Figs.  4  and  5,  accord- 
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nal  of  the  circuit  ab  is  connected  to  the  negative  ter- 
minal of  cd.  Yet  in  only  two  of  the  four  cases  does 
the  closing  side  of  the  triangle  correctly  represent  the 
resultant  of  the  two  electromotive  forces. 

In  Figs.  8,  b  and  c,  it  will  be  noted  that  the  vector 
arrowheads  meet.  In  such  a  case  the  closing  side  of 
the  triangle  can  not  give  the  resultant  of  the  vector 
combination.  In  order  that  the  closing  side  will  also 
give  the  resultant,  arrow  head  must  connect  with 
arrow  foot,  which  will  always  be  the  case,  after  due 
account  has  been  taken  of  circuit  connections,  if,  the 
vectors  are  all  so  chosen  that  the  positive  or  arrow 
head  end  of  each  vector  is  associated  with  the  positive 
terminal  of  its  circuit.  The  positive  ends  of  the  vec- 
tors might,  with  equal  justice,  be  associated  with  the 
negative  terminals  of  their  circuits,  provided  the  ar- 
rangement applies  throughout.  Thus,  in  Fig.  8,  the 
e.m.f.  circuit  cd  should  be  represented  as  in  Fig.  a  or  d. 

Reversal  of  Vector. 

The  phase  interval  between  the  two  e.m.f.'s  has 
been  defined  independently  of  their  connection  into  a 
common  circuit,  yet  when  so  connected,  it  is  necessary 
to  consider  their  phase  interval  as  largely  determined 
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ing  to  the  direction  assigned  to  ab.  For  the  same 
reason  there  is  a  choice,  in  each  case,  between  two 
ways  of  writing  the  vector. 

Suppose  now  that  b  and  d  are  connected  together 
and  a  and  c  joined  to  a  loading  circuit  as  in  Fig.  6. 
One  sixth  cycle,  or  60°  after  ab  commences  to  circu- 
late around  in  the  direction  abdcyx,  cd  commences  to 
do  the  same  thing.  We  have  across  xy  the  resultant 
of  two  e.m.f.'s  60°  apart.  Their  sum,  written  in  the 
conventional  vector  fashion,  wherein  the  vectors  rep- 
resent only  the  alternating  quantities,  is  xy.  Fig.  7. 

Employing  the  double  vectors  of  Figs.  2,  3,  4  and 
5,  the  connection  of  Fig.  6  may  be  represented  in 
either  of  four  ways,  Fig.  8.  Each  of  these  four  dia- 
grams correctly  represents  the  facts  of  Fig.  6,  namely, 
that  cd  lags  60°  behind  ab  and  that  the  positive  termi- 


jy  the  order  of  such  connection.  However,  once  the 
phase  relation  is  known  for  a  given  set  of  conditions, 
it  can  be  readil}'  determined  for  any  otlier  set  of  con- 
ditions, which  is  the  reason  for  the  definition  previ- 
ously given. 

Let  b  and  c  be  connected  as  in  Fig.  9  and  let  tlie 
direction  of  reference  around  the  circuit  be  adcdyx. 
This  direction  leads  through  ab  from  —  to  +.  in  the 
same  order  as  in  Figs.  1  and  6,  but  leads  through  cd 
in  the  opposite  direction.  This  means  that  the  phase 
of  ab  is  unchanged,  but  that  of  cd  is  reversed,  because 
the  direction  of  reference  through  cd  is  opposite  to 
what  it  was  formerly.  This  is  in  accord  with  the 
physical  facts,  for  cd  now  commences  to  circulate  cur- 
rent in  the  direction  abcdyx  120°  before  ab  commences 
to  do  the  same  thing.      That  is,  cd  now  leads  a1)  in  its 
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effort  to  circulate  current  through  a  common  circuit. 
Vectorially,  the  condition  is  represented  in  Fig.  10. 

Using  the  vector  relation  between  ab  and  cd  as 
originally  assumed,  the  connection  is  represented  in 
Fig.  11,  where  the  direction  of  the  resultant  is 
obtained  as  in  Fig.  10,  by  reversing  cd. 

The  question  then  arises,  how  to  tell  when  to 
reverse  a  vector  in  order  to  obtain  the  correct  phase 
position  of  the  resultant. 
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Fig.  IZ. 

Phase  relation  has  been  defined  on  the  basis  of  an 
effort  to  circulate  current  from  a  negative  to  a  posi- 
tive terminal.  If  a  series  of  e.m.f.'s  have  alternately 
plus  and  minus  terminals  connected,  that  is,  if  the  suc- 
cession   of    terminals    in    going    around    the    circuit 

's 1 1-  etc.,  then  the  order  in  which  each  e.m.f 

tends  to  circulate  current  in  given  direction  through 
their  common  circuit  is  the  same  as  the  order  in 
which  each  would  circulate  current  through  a  sepa- 
rate loading  circuit  of  its  own.  That  is,  the  phase 
position  of  each  e.m.f.  as  originally  determined  is,  in 
effect,  unchanged  by  its  connection  into  this  circuit. 

This  is  the  case  in  Figs.  6,  8a  and  8d. 

If,  however,  one  circuit  should  have  been  so  con- 
nected that  two  minus  and  two  plus  terminals  come 


together,  then  the  order  in  which  it  tends  to  circulate 
current  through  the  common  circuit  is  different  from 
the  order  determined  by  its  separate  loading  circuit. 
The  effect  of  reversing  the  connection  has  been 
equivalent  to  reversing  the  phase  of  that  circuit. 

This -is  the  case  in  Figs.  9  and  11,  in  which, 
starting  with  terminal  "a,"  circuit  cd  is  found  to  have 
been  reversed.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  resultant 
would  have  been  obtained  just  as  readily  by  reversing 
ab,  the  succession  of  terminals  indicating  merely  that 
one  vector  must  be  reversed  to  give  the  true  direction 
of  the  resultant. 

Choice  of  a  Standard  Direction  Around  a  Circuit. 

In  the  two  previous  cases  the  circuit  ab  was  taken 
as  a  standard  and  any  circuit  found  reverse  connected 
with  respect  to  it  was  reversed  in  the  vector  diagram. 
An  arbitrary  assumption  of  one  vector  as  a  standard 
of  reference  is  necessary  in  all  cases,  but  procedure  is 
simplified  if,  instead  of  picking  out  a  particular  vector 
each  time,  the  circuit  is  traversed  in  one  direction,  in 
this  system  taken  as  counter  clockwise.  Any  vectors 
passed  through  from  —  to  -j-  are  assumed  direct  con- 
nected and  automatically  become  the  standards  of  ref- 
erence. All  others  must  be  reversed  in  determining 
the  direction  of  the  resultant. 

Placing  of  Loading  Circuits. 

In  applying  this  tule  to  determine  the  phase  rela- 
tion of  the  current  drawn  from  the  junction  of  two 
circuits,  there  is  one  precaution  to  be  borne  in  mind, 
which  will  be  illustrated  by  an  example. 

P'ig.  12  represents  three-phase  currents,  mesh  con- 
nected, it  being  desired  to  determine  the  phase  relation 
of  the  current  in  tap  conductor  ax.  The  diagram 
shows  that  at  a  time  interval  of  120°  after  current 
starts  to  circulate  from  phase  1  around  caxzc,  cur- 
rent from  phase  2  starts  to  circulate  around  byxab, 
That  is,  120°  after  current  in  phase  1  starts  to  flow 
from  a  to  x,  current  from  phase  2  starts  to  flow  from 
x  to  a,  or  current  from  phase  2  starts  to  flow  from  a 
to  X  60°  earlier  than  current  from  phase  1.  Since 
phase  relation  of  current  or  e.m.f.  in  a  given  circuit 
can  only  be  determined  on  the  basis  of  an  assumed 
direction  from  one  terminal  to  the  other,  the  two 
currents  in  ax  are  found  to  be  60°  apart. 

This  could  have  been  determined  directly  by 
mounting  the  loading  circuits  as  in  Fig.  13. 

Now,  in  traveling  around  the  two  circuits  caxzc 
and  axyba,  each  in  the  positive  direction,  circuit  ax  is 
passed  through  in  the  same  direction  each  time.  Cur- 
rent ab  is  now  found  to  be  reverse  connected.  Hence 
Its  phase  position  with  respect  to  current  ca  in  ax  is 
leading  by  60°.  The  current  in  the  tap  conductor  ax, 
to  a  different  scale,  is  shown  in  Fig.  14. 

In  determining  the  phase  position  of  the  current 
in  a  tap  conductor,  the  loading  circuits  must  be  so 
placed  that  in  traversing  each  of  the  circuits  furnishing, 
a  component  of  current  in  a  counter  clockwise  direc- 
tion, the  common  or  tap  circuit  is  passed  through  each 
time  in  the  same  direction. 

It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  had  the  direction  of 
reference  been  taken  from  x  to  a,  in  Fig.  12,  the 
phase  position  of  current  in  ax  would  be  that  given  in 
a  of  Fig.  IS.      Thus  the  three  phase  line  currents  in  a 
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mesh  connected  system  can  with  equal  justice  be  rep- 
resented as  in  either  b  or  c  of  Fig.  15,  inconsistent  as 
these  two  diagrams  may  at  first  appear. 


Fig.  13. 


T/G.  15. 

In  a  system  wherein  every  vector  represents  not 
only  an  alternating  quantity  but  its  circuit  as  well,  the 
closing  side  of  any  vector  polygon  must  be  equivalent 
to  the  anti-resultant  of  the  other  vectors  or  else  a 
short  circuit  will  result.  This  anti-resultant  may  be 
represented  as  ac  in  either  of  Figs.  16  or  17,  but  in  a 
conventional  diagram,  for  the  sake  of  symmetry,  the 
form  of  Fig.  17  is  considered  preferable.  In  some  of 
the  previous  diagrams,  where  resultants  have  been 
employed,  they  have  been  drawn  separate  from  the  rest 
of  the  diagram,  to  indicate  that  actual  connection  is 
not  intended. 

Summary. 

The  salient  points  which  the  foregoing  discussion 
has  endeavored  to  develop  are  the  following: 

Phase  relation  between  electromotive  forces  or 
currents  must  be  based  upon  an  assumed  direction 
Through   the   circuit  under   consideration. 

It  is  necessary  to  have  a  symbol  which  will  repre- 
sent both  the  alternating  quantity  and  its  circuit  ter- 
minals. 

It  is  desirable  to  so  choose  the  symbols  represent- 
ing a  group  of  alternating  quantities  that  all  of  the 
positive  circuit  terminals  are  associated  with  all  of 
the  positive  vector  terminals,  or  else  with  all  of  the 
negative  vector  terminals.  For  instance,  it  is  awk- 
ward to  work  with  the  vectors  of  a  group  of  circuits, 
some  of  which  have  the  positive  ends  of  the  vectors 
associated  with  the  positive   circuit  terminals,  while 


others  have  the  positive  vector  ends  associated  with 
the  negative  circuit  terminals. 

The  phase  relation  of  several  interconnected, 
alternating  quantities  may  be  determined  with  regard 
to  their  common  circuit  by  traversing  that  circuit  in 
a  positive  or  counter-clockwise  direction.  Each  indi- 
vidual circuit  which,  in  this  process,  is  passed  through 
from  its  negative  to  its  positive  terminal,  is  taken  as 
the   standard  of   reference,   and   its   phase   position   is 


Fig.  16. 


Fig.  17. 


assumed  to  be  unchanged.  All  circuits  passed  through 
from  positive  to  negative  terminal  thereby  become  re- 
verse connected  and  their  vectors  must  be  reversed  in 
determining  the  resultant. 

In  determining  the  value  and  phase  relation  of 
the  current  in  a  tap  conductor  at  the  junction  of  two 
circuits,  it  is  convenient  to  so  locate  the  loading  cir- 
cuits that  in  following  around  each  circuit  in  a  posi- 
tive direction,  the  tap  conductor  is  each  time  traversed 
in  the  same  direction. 

Since  each  vector  represents  a  live  circuit,  the 
closing  side  of  any  vector  polygon  must  be  equivalent 
to  the  anti-resultant  of  the  other  circuits. 


PROPOSED  PANAMA  TRIP. 

The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  American  Insti- 
tute of  Electrical  Engineers  has  under  consideration 
the  suggestion  of  arranging  for  a  trip  of  inspection  to 
the  Panama  Canal  Zone  during  the  coming  winter. 

The  work  on  the  canal  has  reached  such  an  ad- 
vanced stage  that  by  May,  1912,  the  authorities  expect 
to  begin  flooding  the  Gatun  Lake  and  letting  water  into 
the  various  levels  of  the  canal.  Therefore,  this  coming 
winter  will  afford  the  best,  and  also  the  last,  oppor- 
tunity of  inspecting  the  work,  as  it  will  have  ap- 
proached completion  without,  however,  any  part  of  it 
being  under  water  or  impossible  of  easy  inspection. 
The  Board,  therefore,  regards  this  as  a  most  oppor- 
tune time  to  make  an  excursion  for  this  purpose,  and 
we  have  received  unofficial  assurances  that  we  will 
be  given  every  necessary  facility  and  opportunity  for  a 
thorough  examination   of  the  work. 


CANAL  WORK  IN  AUGUST. 

The  grand  total  of  Canal  excavation  to  September 
1  was  148,192,759  cubic  yards,  leaving  to  be  excavated 
47,130,620  cubic  yards,  or  less  than  one-fourth  of  the 
entire  amount  for  the  completed  canal. 

The  total  excavation  in  the  Central  Division  for 
the  month  of  August,  was  1,464,294  cubic  yards,  of 
which  1,442,402  cubic  yards  were  taken  from  the  Culebra 
section.  This  is  the  greatest  amount  of  material  ever 
removed  from  the  Culebra  section  in  any  month  of  the 
rainy  season  since  the  commencement  of  the  work  by 
the  United  States. 
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HOW  TO  MAKE  UP  EMPIRICAL  FORMULAS.' 

BY  ROBERT   SIBLEY. 

Two  classes  of  formulas  are  met  with  in  the  prac- 
tice of  engineering- — rational  and  empirical.  The  so- 
called  rational  formulas  are  those  which  can  be  de- 
duced from  known  physical  laws,  while  those  classi- 
fied under  the  heading  of  empirical,  as  a  rule,  have  lit- 
tle or  no  theoretical  basis  back  of  them,  but  by  mere 
"cut  and  try"  methods  are  found  to  express  with  a 
certain  degree  of  exactness  the  results  obtained  by 
actual  test  or  design. 

In  the  study  of  higher  mathematics,  we  find  many 
interesting  deductions.  One  of  the  most  interesting 
and  practical  results  which  has  been  established  in 
this  higher  realm  of  reasoning  is  that  relating  to  the 
expansion  of  any  given  equation  into  a  definite  series 
of  ascending  powers  of  the  variable  or  unknown  quan- 
tity. Thus  it  is  shown  that  for  certain  definite  condi- 
tions any  variable  quantity  can  be  expanded  in  a  sei-ies 
of  the  form 

y=A  +  Bx  +  Cx=-t-Dx=+ 

Nature,  in  her  evident  endeavor  to  simplify  her 
laws,  seems  to  operate  largely  in  the  first  and  second 
powers  of  the  variable,  though  occasionally  it  is  neces- 
sary to  take  into  account  even  higher  powers.  In  a 
large  number  of  cases  the  results  of  a  test,  or  the  un- 
known law  which  it  is  desired  to  express  in  algebraic 
form,  approximates  very  closely  a  straight  line,  which 
is  represented  algebraically  by  the  equation 
y  =  A  +  Bx 

Again  many  laws  in  steam  engineering  seem  to 
obey  the  exponential  law  which,  algebraically  ex- 
pressed, is  of  the  form 

y  =  AxB 

and  by  taking  logarithms  of  both  sides  of  the  equation, 
this  becomes 

log  y  =  log  A  -|-  B  log  X 

By  comparing  this  with  the  equation  above,  it  is 
seen  to  resemble  y  =  A  +  Bx  in  general  form,  the 
only  difference  being  that  the  logarithm  of  the  number 
appears  instead  of  the  number  itself,  and  when  it  is 
remembered  that  actual  numbers  are  found  by  tak- 
ing the  logarithms  of  experimental  data,  the  relation- 
ship is  still  closer.  Hence  if  we  can  find  a  method  of 
picking  out  proper  constants  of  A  and  B  in  the  first 
equation,  a  similar  process  will  suffice  for  the  latter, 
and  we  shall  at  once  be  enabled  to  form  our  empirical 
equation.  The  rules  we  shall  give,  however,  are  per- 
fectly general  and  can  be  easily  extended  to  any  power 
of  the  variable  in  terms  of  which  we  desire  to  express 
our  law. 

The  question  now  arises  as  to  how  we  proceed 
to  form  an  empirical  equation,  first  as  to  the  general 
expression  of  the  equation,  and  secondly  as  to  how  the 
constants  are  actually  computed.  A  concrete  example 
will  best  suffice  to  illustrate  both  points.  In  the  cali- 
bration of  an  anemometer  for  the  measuring  of  chim- 
ney gases,  the  following  data  were  amassed. 

It  was  desired  to  get  an  algebraic  expression  which 
would  accurately  represent  this  experimental  data.    In 


a  word,  it  was  desired  to  form  an  equation  so  that  by 
simplv  substituting  in  this  algebraic  expression  the 
number  of  revolutions  the  anemometer  turned,  the 
velocity  of  the  outgoing  gases  could  be  at  once  com- 
puted. 

The  first  thing  that  should  be  done  in  any  problem 
of  this  nature  is  to  plot  the  data,  using  the  horizontal 
line  for  the  independent  variable,  or  in  this  case  for  the 
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^To  be  placed  as  an  appendix  in  the  compilation  of  the 
series  of  lectures  appearing  in  the  columns  of  this  Journal  as 
A  Primer  of  Applied  Thermodynamics. 
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Fig.   25.      Straight  Line  Empirical   Formula. 

revolutions  of  the  anemometer,  and  the  vertical  line 
for  the  dependent  variable,  or  for  velocity  in  this  ex- 
ample. Fig.  25  shows  the  resulting  curve.  At  a  glance 
we  note  that  evidently  our  law  is  a  straight  line. 
Hence  we  assume 

V  =  A  -f  B  r 
In  this  v  is  the  velocity  in  feet  per  sec,  r  is  the 
number  of  revolutions  per  sec,  and  A  and  B  are  con- 
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stants.  Looking  for  a  moment  at  the  diagram  we  can 
at  once  guess  with  some  approximation  to  the  truth, 
the  values  of  A  and  B  to  use  in  our  equation.  It  is 
seen,  however,  that  the  personal  equation  enters 
largely  into  this  process,  and  as  many  different  equa- 
tions will  be  used  as  there  are  people  guessing.  To 
proceed  with  this  method,  however,  I  measure  the  dis- 
tance along  the  vertical  axis  from  the  origin  to  the 
crossing  of  any  line.  This  I  find  to  be  0.05.  From 
elementary  ■  analytic  geometry,  I  know  then  that  A 
has  a  value  of  0.05  in  my  assumed  equation.  Again, 
the  constant  B  is  the  slope  of  my  line,  which  I  measure 
by  taking  any  point  D  on  the  straight  line  assumed 
and  scale  off  the  distance  DE  and  FE,  which  I  find 
to  be  7.175  and  3,  respectively,  or 

DE      7.175 

B  = = =  2.392 

FE         3 

Hence  the  equation  of  my  curve  is  in  this  case, 
V  =  A  +  B  r  —  0.05  +  2.39  r 

In  order  to  arrive  at  the  proper  values  of  the  con-- 
stants  with  mathematical  exactness,  however,  I  must 
form  so-called  normal  equations  involving  A  and  B, 
It  is  evident  more  than  twenty  different  values  can  be 
gotten.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  probability  is  that 
none  of  them  will  be  absolutely  correct.    The  rule  set 
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1.786 
1.493 
1.725 
1.032 
1.000 
0.617 
0.637 
0.53s 
0.466 


;59.336  :43.914      108.015 


0.S72 
0.796 
0.336 
0.137 
'  O.ISS 
0.041 
0.045 
0.640 
1.603 
3.844 
7.300 
2.165 
11.110 
11.880 
11.110 
11.880 
14.710 
14.710 
3.186 
3.186 
S.226 
2.975 
1.063 

i.oob 

0  ,381 
0.406* 
0.28S 
0.21'J' 


forth  will,  however,  pick  according  to  the  scientific 
m.ethods  of  least  squares,  the  most  probable  value  for 
the  equation  we  have  determined  upon.  It  makes  no 
difference  whether  there  are  two  constants  to  be  de- 
termined or  many  more,  the  rule  is  the  same. 

In  the  table  above  appear  twenty-eight  equations 
with  two  unknown  constants,  A  and  B.  In  order  to 
determine  the  most  probable  values  of  A  and  B,  we 


must,  as  stated  above,  form  socalled  normal  equations. 
^Multiply  the  components  of  each  equation  by  the  co- 
efficient of  A  in  that  equation,  thus  forming  twenty- 
eight  new  equations.  Add  the  corresponding  coeffi- 
cients in  each  equation,  and  thus  form  the  socalled 
normal  equation  involving  A,  which  is  seen  along  the 
line  heated,  total,  in  the  above  table.  Similarly,  form 
the  socalled  normal  equation  involving  B  by  multiply- 
irg  the  components  of  each  equation  by  the  coefficient 
of  B  in  that  equation,  and  by  footing  up  the  coeffi- 
cients as  shown  in  the  above  total,  referred  to.  Thus 
we  have  now  two  equations,  involving  two  unknown 
quantities,  as  follows: 

28  A  +  43.914  B  =  105,918 
43.914  A +  108.015  B  =  259.336 

Solving  for  A  and  B  according  to  usual  methods 
of  algebra  for  two   simultaneous   equations,   we   have 

2S  X  259.336  —  43.914  X  105.918 

A=:^ ^  2.377 

2S  X  108.015  —  43.914  X  43.914 

105.918  X  108.015  —  259.336  X  43.914 

B  = —  0.0477 

28  X  108.015  —  43.914  X  43.914 

Hence  in  this  case  we  are  enabled  to  arrive  at  the 

most  accurate  equation  for  the  calibration  of  our 
meter.     The  equation  is  the  following: 

V  =  0.048  -f  2.38  r 

By  substituting  in  the  above  equation,  the  experi- 
mental data,  it  will  be  found  to  represent  accurately 
each  set  of  values  determined  in  the  test.  It  is  very 
often  the  case  that  the  first  power  of  the  variable  is  not 
accurate  for  the  proper  representation  of  our  test.  The 
second  power  will  nearly  always  be  found  to  represent 
almost  all  lines  that  are  fairly  even  and  which  do  not 
turn  back  on  themselves  when  plotted — in  other  words 
such  lines  as  are  wholly  convex  or  concave.  If  still 
closer  results  are  desired,  the  third  power  will  still 
more  nearly  correctly  represent  the  function.  In  any 
event  the  method  outlined  in  forming  the  normal  equa- 
tions is  perfectly  general,  and  will  pick  the  most  prob- 
able values  for  the  constants  involved,  whether  or  not 
the  equation  assumed  is  on  the  whole  a  representative 
expression  for  the  data  found  by  experiment.  The 
only  way  one  can  be  sure  that  the  equation  does  finally 
represent  the  data  is  to  actually  substitute  the  values 
in  the  equation  so  found,  and  it  will  be  seen  at  once  to 
what  degree  of  accuracy  the  equation  may  be  depended 
upon. 

The  logarithmic  law  above  alluded  to  is  assumed 
many  times  in  the  practice  of  engineering. 

Simple  examples  involving  the  logarithmic  law 
may  be  found  in  the  following  thermotwisters.  The 
student  is  advised  to  try  their  solution.  If  this  log- 
arithmic law  is  once  mastered,  an  excellent  weapon 
in  analysis  is  added  to  an  engineer's  equipment. 

Thermotwisters. 

1.     Darcy  and  Bazin  experimenting  on  the  flow  of  water 
compiled  the  following  experimental  data: 

No.  of  exp 1  2  3  4  5 

Mean  velocity  (v) 1.73         1.98        2.17         2.33         2.46 

Hydraulic  radius   (r) 11.4         14.4         17.0         19.2        21.2 
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Assuming  that  the  velocity  of  water  in  channels  is  of  the 
form  of  v  =  mrn,  show  that  v^  0.446  r"-'"'  is  an  empirical 
formula  for  compiling  the  mean  velocity. 

2.  In  a  steam  engine  it  is  found  that  after  cut-off  takes 
place  the  pressures  and  volumes  during  expansion  of  the  steam 
have  the  following  values: 

60  lb.  absolute  press,  corresponds  to    7.107  cu.  ft. 
50    "  "  "  "  "      8.429    "     " 

40    "  "  "  "  "    10.39      "     " 

Assuming  the  steam  expands  according  to  the  law  p  vn  ^ 
K,  where  n  and  K  are  constants,  determine  their  value. 

SOLUTION    OF    THERMOTWISTERS— EIGHTH    LECTURE. 

1.  Water  is  to  be  raised  from  60°  F.  to  200°  F.  in  a  feed- 
water  heater,  the  weight  of  water  being  10,000  lb.  per  hour. 
Heat  is  supplied  by  steam  at  atmospheric  pressure,  0.95  dry. 
Find  the  weight  of  steam  condensed  (a)  in  an  open  heater, 
(b)  in  a  closed  heater.  Find  the  surface  necessary  in  the 
latter. 

(a)     From  feed-water  formula  in  lecture,  we  find 

W  (X,  L„  +  h„  —  h,)  =  w  (hi  —  h) 

where   x„  =  .95,   L„  =  970.4   h„  =  180,   h,  =  168,   w  =  10,000,   h^ 

=  168,  h  =  28. 

10,000(168  —  28)         1,400,000 


.-.  W: 


-  =  1500.     Ans. 


0.95x970.4  +  180  —  168       933.9 
(b)     In  this  case  h,:=h„.     Hence  substituting 
10,000(168  —  28)         1,400,000 


W  = 


0.95X970  +  180  —  180  921.9 

To  compute  surface  necessary  in  (b) 


-=1520.     Ans. 


WL„ 


200  +  60 
in  which  t„  =  212  and  t  = =  130. 


180  (t„  — t) 

1,400,000  X  970.4 
S= 


:921  sq.  ft.     Ans. 


180  (212  —  130) 

2.  Steam  0.96  dry  at  130  pounds  gauge  pressure  delivers 
3250  pounds  of  water  per  hour  from  an  injector  at  a  temper- 
ature of  165°  F.,  the  inlet  temperature  of  the  water  being  62° 
F.  The  water  is  measured  on  the  inlet  side  of  the  injector. 
Find  the  weight  of  steam  used.  The  velocity  of  the  entering 
water  is  13  ft.  per  second.  That  of  the  discharge  is  115  ft. 
per  sec.  Find  the  velocity  of  the  steam  leaving  the  discharge 
nozzle.  How  many  boiler  horsepower  are  required  or  repre- 
sented in  the  steam  necessary  for  the  injector. 

Since  y^No.  of  lb.  of  water  per  lb.  of  steam,  then  x  lb. 
of  steam  would  draw  in  x  y  lb.  of  water,  or  x  y  ^  3250,  but 

x„  Lt,  +  h„  —  h 

y  = 

h,  — h 

From  tables   for  130  lb.   pressure    (gauge)   Lo  =  865.3,  ho 
=  327.1,  h  =  30,    h,  =  133. 
Hence   substituting 

3250      0.96X865.3  +  327.1  —  30        1128.1 


X                            133  —  30 

103 

103 
.-.  x  =  3250  X = 

1128.1 

:2940. 

Ans. 

3250 
xy  =  3250.-.y  = = 

B250 

=  10.93 

X  294.0 

Since    Vi  +  yv^(l  +  y)V 
.-.  v,=  (1  +  y)  V  — y  v=  (1  +  10.93)    115  —  10.93  X  13 

=  1514.     Ans. 
Since  injector  requires  294.0  lb.  of  steam  per  hr.,  which 
has  been  heated  from  water  at  62°  F.,  the  energy  represented 
per  hr.  is 

294.0   [0.96x865.3  +  327.1  —  301=333600  B.t.u.  per  hr. 

1  Boiler  H.P.  =  970.4  X  34.5  B.t.u.  per  hr. 

333600 

.-.H.P.  = =9.92.     Ans. 

970.4  X  34.5 


LETTER  TO  THE  EDITOR/ 

Editor  Journal  of  Electricity,  Power  and  Gas : 

San  Francisco,  October  31,  1911. 
In  compliance  with  your  request  I  am  handing 
you  herewith  a  discussion  in  the  form  of  a  letter  to 
the  Editor,  which  I  have  entitled,  "Public  Work  and 
Engineering,"  and  which  practically  covers  the  con- 
versation we  had  the  other  day.  I  wish  to  impress 
upon  you  that  these  remarks  are  made  "sine  ira  et 
studio,"  and  are  based  on  a  number  of  occurrences  I 
have  witnessed  during  my  eleven  years'  practice  in 
this  country.  The  remarks  do  not  refer  to  any  indi- 
vidual case,  nor  do  they  refer  to  any  individuals  con- 
nected with  any  specific  public  enterprise,  and  the  in- 
centive for  expressing  my  opinion  as  I  did  during  our 
recent  conversation  lies  principally  in  the  fact  that  I 
have  been  familiar  for  twenty  years  with  the  ways  of 
carrying  out  public  work  in  the  old  country  and  by 
force  must  make  comparisons. 

The  term  "public  work"  in  this  discussion  is  ap- 
plied to  any  construction  work  which  is  undertaken 
by  federal,  state  or  municipal  authority  and  to  be  paid 
for  out  of  public  funds. 

At  the  present  time  an  extraordinary  amount  of 
such  work  is  under  way  in  the  United  States,  partly  due 
to  the  steadily  increasing  tendency  toward  public 
ownership,  partly  due  to  the  fact  that  certain  work 
of  engineering  requires  so  large  an  amount  of  money 
and  an  organization  so  vast  that  it  could  hardly  ever  be 
undertaken  by  private  capital.  As  belonging  in  the 
latter  class  I  will  mention  the  Panama  Canal  and  the 
development  of  the  United  States  Reclamation  Ser- 
vice, harbor  work  and  river  regulation,  state  high- 
ways, and,  for  municipal  work,  water  supply,  sewer- 
age, municipal  street  railways  and  light  and  power 
plants. 

If  anyone  or  any  corporation  can  afford  to  avail 
itself  of  the  best  engineering  talent  it  should  be 
the  government,  no  difference  whether  federal,  state 
or  municipal,  and  as  a  rule  it  can  do  so  at  considerably 
less  expense  than  private  parties  or  corporations,  be- 
cause engineers,  quite  frequently,  have  the  excusable 
weakness  to  place  prestige  above  remuneration.  With- 
out any  question,  public  work  should  be  of  the  very 
best  and  no  expense  spared  to  obtain  the  most  satis- 
factory results  money  can  procure  and  the  state  of  the 
art  can  produce.  This  lies  in  the  nature  of  conditions : 
public  work  is  executed  without  consideration  for 
dividends,  nor  is  there  any  time  limit  set  within  which 
the_  work  must  have  paid  for  itself.  In  other  words, 
while  individuals  rarely  go  into  an  enterprise  where 
more  than  ten  to  twenty  years  are  required  to  make 
the  originally  invested  capital  available  again  for  in- 
vestment, and  corporations  borrow  money  for  from 
twenty  to  forty  years  on  an  average,  the  government 
may  easily  finance  a  public  enterprise  on  the  basis  of 
redeeming  its  bonds  in  not  less  than  ninety-nine  years 
thus  reducing  the  amount  to  be  set  aside  annually  as 
smking  fund  for  such  redemption. 
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As  a  matter  of  fact,  we  find  to-day  public  work 
designed  and  constructed  on  a  much  higher  plane  of 
perfection  than  any  private  work,  but  we  do  not  al- 
ways find  the  best  engineering  talent  connected  with 
such  work.  This  may  be  partly  due  to  the  fact  that 
the  best  talent  is  not  always  available  at  a  moment's 
notice,  or  that  it  cannot  always  be  readily  found  • 
many  engineers  of  great  ability  are  entirely  too  unas- 
suming to  put  themselves  in  the  li'^-ielighl-  of  pub- 
licity— or  the  red  tape  and  favoritism  often  connected 
with  public  work  frightens  the  talent  away,  sometimes 
even  after  it  had  been  discovered  and  won  for  ihe 
work. 

Enginering  talent  may  display  itself  in  three  dis- 
tinct branches  and  very  rarely  may  an  individual  be 
found  that  is  efficient  in  all  of  them.     These  are : 

1.  Planning  work,  which  requires  theoretical  and 
practical  knowledge  of  the  particular  branch  of  en- 
gineering specialized  in  and  intuition  for  quickly  find- 
ing the  best  solution  of  a  new  problem ; 

2.  Designing  work,  which  requires  theoretical 
and  practical  knowledge,  but  as  a  rule  to  a  much  higher 
degree  than  in  the  first  case,  which  resu'l-s  in  a  sab- 
division  into  specialists  to  a  greater  extent  than  for 
planning  work. 

3.  Execution  of  work,  which  requires  much  less 
theoretical  knowledge,  but  more  practical  experience 
than  either  of  the  two  first  named  branches,  and  be- 
sides that  a  high  degree  of  experience  in  handlin;^  n. af- 
ter and  men,  tact  and  diplomacy,  and  last,  but  not 
least,  the  ability  to  select  lieutenants  successfulh'  to 
create  and  maintain  an  organization  and  to  get  away 
from  detail   work. 

When  we  come  to  scan  over  the  engineering  per- 
sonnel connected  with  public  work  we  generally  find 
the  first  branch  fairly  well  represented,  the  second  one 
very  poorly,  if  at  all,  and  the  third  one  better  than 
perhaps  anywhere  else. 

Why  is  it  so?  The  question  may  be  answered  by 
the  well-known  law  of  inertia  applied  to  human  na- 
ture. Scanning  over  advertisements  relating  to  help 
wanted  and  situations  open,  the  word  "permanent 
position"  or  even  "life  position"  is  paramount.  Even 
the  younger  and  youngest  members  of  the  profession 
seem  to  be  anxious  to  get  located  where  they  can  stay 
and  "grow  with  the  business."  This  is  a  mistaken 
idea  which  has  frequently  stifled  the  most  promising 
talent.  While  it  may  be  true  that  the  rolling  stone 
gathers  no  moss,  it  is  not  less  true  that  the  stone  that 
once  got  stuck  in  a  rut  of  a  scarcely  traveled  country 
road  may  provide  itself  of  a  most  venerable  covering 
of  verdure  as  time  goes  on,  but  had  it  kept  on  rolling 
it  might  have  seen  many  sights  and  gathered  many 
experiences,  and  no  bumps  received  in  that  experience 
are  too  hard  if  only  our  stone  does  not  take  such  jump.^ 
that  it  will  break  into  worthless  fragments. 

Great  armies  in  time  of  war  depend  more  on  their 
reserves  than  on  their  yeomanry,  especially  in  case  of 
reverses,  both  for  rank  and  file  and  for  officers.  Where 
are  the  reserve  officers  in  the  government  engineering 
army  to  be  found  when  big  work  is  calling  them? 
PIEINRICH  HOMBERGER, 

Mem.  Am.  Soc.  Civil  Engs. 

Mitglied  Verein  Deutscher  Ingenieure, 


COMPLIMENTARY   LUNCH   TO   PHILIP  S. 
DODD. 

About  forty  prominent  electrical  men  of  San 
Francisco  met  at  luncheon  at  the  Palace  Hotel  on 
November  7  as  the  guests  of  the  General  Electric 
Co.  and  of  the  Journal  of  Electricity,  Power  &  Gas. 
The  meeting  was  called  primarily  to  give  a  hearing 
to  Philip  S.  Dodd,  secretary  of  the  Commercial  Sec- 
tion of  the  National  Electric  Light  Association. 

Mr.  Dodd  spoke  on  the  subject  of  cooperation 
among  electrical  men.  After  a  brief  introduction  on 
the  advantages  of  getting  together,  he  cited  a  num- 
ber of  specific  instances  showing  the  benefits  of  this 
spirit  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  laying  particular  emphasis 
of  the  results  of  a  mutual  working  understanding  be- 
tween the  central  station  and  the  contractor. 

The  speaker  called  special  attention  to  the  splen- 
did results  that  have  followed  the  publication  of  a 
peoples'  electrical  page  in  the  leading  newspapers  of 
Cleveland  and  fourteen  other  cities.  He  showed 
how  the  same  scheme  could  be  applied  at  Seattle,  San 
Francisco  and  Los  Angeles  and  urged  the  formation 
of  a  permanent  electrical  club  to  father  the  idea. 

In  this  connection  he  spoke  of  the  work  of  the 
Sons  of  Jove  and  various  electrical  lunch  clubs  in  gen- 
erating a  spirit  of  harmony  and  indicated  the  tre- 
mendous possibilities  of  even  more  aggressive 
methods. 

Mr.  Dodd  was  followed  by  Mr.  Victor  Gates  of 
Pittsburg,  who  told  how  the  electrical  men  of  his  city 
finally  got  together  to  boost  the  game  to  their  mutual 
benefit.  Mr.  C.  C.  Hillis,  of  the  Electric  Appliance 
Co.,  also  told  of  the  work  of  the  Sons  of  Jove  and 
urged  closer  action. 

John  A.  Britton,  president  of  the  San  Francisco 
Gas  &  Electric  Co.,  laid  great  stress  on  the  necessity 
for  cooperation  between  the  central  station  and  the 
manufacturer,  the  jobber  and  the  retailer,  showing 
how  an  ill-advised  electrical  installation  brings  the 
central  station  into  disrepute  through  no  fault  of  its 
own.  He  illustrated  his  theme  bv  the  immediate  re- 
sults of  cooperation  between  his  company  and  the  con- 
tractors. In  a  few  well-chosen  words  Mr.  Eritton 
promised  to  lend  his  assistance  to  Mr.  Dodd's  several 
suggestions  and  urged  like  action  on  the  part  of  all 
others  present. 

Dr.  Thomas  Addison  detailed  the  work  that  has 
been  done  by  the  General  Electric  Co.  in  educatin.g 
the  public  as  to  the  advantages  of  electricity  and  gave 
his  strong  endorsement  to  the  proposed  work  of  the 
Commercial  Section  of  the  National  Electric  Light 
Association. 

T.  E.  Bibbins,  who  acted  as  toastmaster,  closed 
the  meeting  with  the  suggestion  that  this  be  but  the 
first  of  a  long  series  of  regular  gatherings  of  like 
nature.  With  the  hearty  concurrence  of  all  present 
he  named  November  28th  as  the  date  for  the  next 
meeting  to  which  all  electrical  men  are  cordially  in- 
vited. As  a  committee  to  arrange  for  speakers  he 
appointed  S.  J.  Lisberger,  H.  V.  Carter  and  E.  B. 
Strong.     Adjournment  was  then  taken. 
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WHAT  EVERY  ENGINEER  SHOULD  KNOW. 
Part  I. 

Every  engineer  should  know  how  to  write  a  clear, 
forceful  report ;  a  concise,  direct,  one-meaning  specifi- 
cation ;  and  a  simple,  un-clouded,  effective  business 
letter.  If,  then,  the  wrong  use  of  capitals  is  an  actual 
drawback  to  the  engineer,  let  us  banish  this  curse 
from  our  daily  practice. 

Scores  of  letters  violating  the  established  rules  for 
the  use  of  capitals  come  each  week  into  the  editorial 
department  of  the  Journal.  Some  rules  are  given 
below  with  examples  taken  from  our  correspondence, 
which,  we  trust,  will  aid  engineers  in  correcting  this 
defect. 

I.  The  names  of  the  months,  the  days  of  the 
week,  and  proper  names  in'  general  should  all  be  capi- 
talized. Remember,  however,  that  spring,  summer, 
midsummer,  autumn,  fall,  winter,  and  midwinter 
should  not  be  capitalized;  neither  should  north,  south, 
east,  west  and  their  compounds  (north-west,  etc.), 
and  derivations  (northern,  etc.),  unless  they  designate 
divisions  of  the  country. 

Wrong:  Many  engineers  travel  W'est  in  Winter  to  hiber- 
nate in  Los  Angeles  but  by  February  they  are  so  pleased  with 
their  surroundings  some  city  in  tlie  west  usually  becomes  their 
permanent  abode. 

Right:  Many  engineers  travel  west  in  winter  to  hiber- 
nate in  Los  Angeles,  but  by  February  they  are  so  pleased  with 
their  surroundings,  some  city  in  the  West  usually  becomes  their 
permanent  abode. 

II.  Titles  of  persons  should  be  capitalized 
when  used  in  connection  with  proper  names.  Titles 
of  governmental  officers  of  high  rank  should  be  capi- 
talized, whether  or  not  they  are  used  with  proper 
names.  All  other  titles  not  used  with  proper  names 
should  not  be  capitalized. 

Wrong:  William  Howard  Taft  was  master  of  ceremonies 
during  October  at  the  ground-breaking  exercises  for  the 
Panama-Pacific  International  Exposition  to  be  held  in  San 
Francisco  in  1915.  Tihe  Postmaster  at  San  Francisco  in  mail- 
ing the  letters  containing  the  joyful  new^s  was  as  busy  as  the 
president. 

Right:  William  Howard  Taft  was  master  of  ceremonies 
during  October  at  the  ground-breaking  exercises  for  the 
Panama-Pacific  International  Exposition  to  be  held  in  San 
Francisco  in  1915.  The  postmaster  at  San  Francisco  in  mail- 
ing the  letters  containing  the  joyful  news  was  as  busy  as  the 
President. 

There  seems  to  be  a  growing  usage  however 
among  technical  journals  to  put  without  capitals  titles 
following  the  names  in  personal  columns.     Thus : 

Wrong:  James  H.  Wise,  Assistant  General  Manager  of  the 
Pacific  Gas  and  Electric  Co.  was  recently  at  the  Redondo  plant 
of  the  Pacific  Electric  Co. 

Right:  James  H.  Wise,  assistant  general  manager  of  the 
Pacific  Gas  and  Electric  Co.,  was  recently  at  the  Redondo  plant 
of  the  Pacific  Electric  Co. 

III.  Capitalize  club,  company,  society,  college, 
high  school,  railroad,  county,  river,  lake,  park,  street, 
or  any  other  common  noun,  where  it  is  made  a  com- 
ponent part  of  a  proper  name;  not  otherwise. 

Wrong:  Many  engineers  of  note  recently  attended  the 
high  jinks  of  the  Bohemian  Club.  The  graduates  of  many 
Colleges  were  there  and  everyone  enjoyed  the  hospitality  of 
this   famous  Club. 

Right:  Many  engineers  of  note  recently  attended  the 
high  jinks  of  the  Bohemian  Club.  The  graduates  of  many 
colleges  were  there,  and  every  one  enjoyed  the  hospitality  of 
this  famous  club. 

IV.  Capitalize  nouns  and  adjectives  of  language 
or  race,  such  as  German,  English,  Spanish,  etc. 

Wrong:  The  heat  required  to  raise  one  pound  of  water 
from  15°  F  to  16°  F  is  known  as  one  british  thermal  unit  or 
as  is  usually  technically  expressed,  1  b.t.u. 

Right:  The  heat  required  to  raise  one  pound  of  water 
from  15°  F.  to  16°  F.  is  known  as  one  British  thermal  unit,  or, 
as  is  usually  technically  expressed,  1  B.t.u. 


V.  Capitalize  the  first  word  of  a  sentence.  This 
rule  applies  in  general  to  quoted  sentences ;  but  not  to 
a  quoted  sentence  from  which  words  are  omitted  at  the 
beginning,  nor  to  a  quoted  sentence-element  incor- 
porated in  an  original  sentence. 

Right:  The  latent  water  powers  of  the  Inland  Empire 
have  been  compared  to  Shelly's  "Arethusa,"  in  which  she  is 
described   as 

"      .  .      .      .      ever    singing 
In  murmurs  as  soft  as  sleep." 

VI.  Do  not  capitalize  a  clause  following  a  semi- 
colon. 

Wrong:  Centrifugal  pumps  have  two  excellent  character- 
istics; Their  first  cost  is  low;  they  require  little  skill  for  main- 
tenance  and   operation. 

Right:  Centrifugal  pumps  have  two  excellent  character- 
istics; their  first  cost  is  low;  they  require  little  skill  for  main- 
tenance   and    operation. 

Better:  Centrifugal  pumps  have  two  excellent  character- 
istics; namely,  low  first  cost  and  little  skill  required  m  main- 
tenance   and    operation. 


CENTRAL  STATION  COMMERCIAL  PROB- 
LEMS. 

BY   A.    C.   McMICKEN. 

One  of  the  problems  confronting  commercial 
managers  in  the  rapidly  growing  cities  of  the  Pacific 
Northwest  is  the  matter  of  extension  of  lines.  The 
suburbs  of  mosf  of  our  cities  are  growing  rapidly 
and  requests  are  being  made  continually  for  electric 
service  to  the  more  or  less  isolated  and  sparsely  built 
districts.  It  is,  of  course,  desirable  to  wait  until  these 
districts  are  well  built  up  before  making  any  exten- 
sions to  serve  them,  but  this  is  hardly  possible  of 
attainment,  so  persistent  are  the  pleas  for  service. 
The  problem  of  taking  care  of  this  business  has  been 
met  in  numerous  ways.  Some  companies  have  re- 
sorted to  a  cheaper  line  construction  than  is  used 
in  the  more  thickly  settled  districts,  but  this  method 
has  proven  unwise  for  the  reason  that  before  such 
lines  have  passed  their  useful  life  the  rapid  growth 
of  the  district  has  made  it  necessary  to  rebuild  and 
reconstruct  to  a  large  extent  in  order  to  give  service. 
A  number  of  companies  require  the  customer  to  de- 
posit a  sum  equal  to  the  cost  of  constructing  such 
extensions,  which  sum  is  credited  to  his  lighting  ac- 
count. The  customer  must  consume  sufficient  energy 
in  one  year  or  less,  to  absorb  this  credit  or  the  bal- 
ance is  forfeited  to  the  company.  Other  companies 
require  the  customer  to  guarantee  an  income  equiv- 
alent to  one-half  of  the  cost  of  the  extension  the 
first  year,  after  which  period  the  regular  minimum  is 
effective.  This  is  done  both  by  taking  a  cash  deposit 
equivalent  to  one-half  the  cost  of  the  extension  and 
crediting  it  to  the  light  account  and  by  having  the 
customer  sign  a  contract  to  pay  not  less  than  one- 
twelfth  of  this  amount  each  month  as  a  minimum 
bill.  Where  it  is  possible  to  get  several  customers 
on  the  same  extension,  the  matter  is  simplified  some- 
what by  pro  rating  the  cost  of  the  extension.  A  num- 
ber of  other  methods  are  used,  accurate  data  on  which 
was  not  procurable.  A  further  discussion  of  this  sub- 
ject at  this  time  will  bring  out  many  valuable  ideas. 
The  difficulty  of  making  line  extensions  pay  in 
new  districts  where  no  guarantee  other  than  the  reg- 
ular one  dollar  minimum  is  asked,  has  been  more  or 
less  successfully  met  in  several  ways.  The  sale  of 
electric  irons  and  cooking  devices  by  systematic 
house    to   house    canvass    being    the    most    successful 


Novemtier  11,  1911.] 


JOURNAL    OF    ELECTRICITY,    POWER    AND    GAS 


463 


means.  Small  motor  installations  for  pumping  water 
in  districts  where  city  service  is  not  available,  is  also 
a  factor.  Numerous  electric  ranges  have  been  sold 
in  districts  where  there  is  no  gas  service  and  where 
long  hauls  make  the  price  of  other  fuel  high. 

The  introduction  of  the  electric  range  presents 
another  problem.  Energy  at  three  cents  per  kilowatt 
hour  is  equivalent  to  one  dollar  gas  or  six  dollar  cord 
wood,  which  makes  the  sale  of  these  ranges  compara- 
tively easy.  The  problem  is  whether  this  class  of  load 
is  desirable,  particularly  in  the  outlying  residence  dis- 
tricts where  feeder  capacity  is  none  too  large  and  reg- 
ulating is  harder  to  maintain.  It  is  generally  con- 
ceded that  most  of  this  load  is  off  peak,  yet  the  fact 
remains  that  some  of  it  does  overlap  the  peak  and 
whether  the  cooking  rate  be  three  cents  or  five  cents 
per  kilowatt  hour,  is  it  profitable  business  for  the 
central  station?  It  is  certainly  impractical  to  connect 
a  sixty  ampere  range  on  a  long  secondary  and  the  ex- 
pense of  extending  primaries  and  providing  additional 
transfomer  capacity  has  to  be  taken  into  considera- 
tion. The  demant^  for  these  ranges  is  steadily  in- 
creasing and  these  problems  will  have  to  be  solved 
by  all  of  us  before  very  long.  At  present  one  of  the 
great  drawbacks  to  the  "house  electric"  is  a  satis- 
factory means  of  heating  large  quantities  of  water 
by  electricity  at  a  nominal  cost.  There  are  many 
types  of  electric  water  heaters,  none  of  which  are 
without  many  objectionable  features. 

A  number  of  the  smaller  central  stations  are  still 
wrestling  with  the  gasoline  bugaboo.  This  form  of 
illumination  aside  from  the  first  cost,  is  very  cheap 
and  in  many  instances  the  introduction  of  high  effi- 
ciency lamps  has  failed  to  meet  the  gasoline  plant 
either  in  cost  of  operation  or  maintenance.  Some  cen- 
tral stations  have  bought  up  all  the  gasoline  plants 
and  piled  them  in  the  junk  heap.  Others  have  made 
free  installations  of  high  efficiency  lamps  and  have 
been  able  to  hold  the  customer  because  of  the  greater 
safety,  convenience,  better  appearance  and  lack  of 
heat  and  odor  of  the  electric  installation.  A  number 
of  gasoline  plants  still  remain,  however,  and  this  prob- 
lem is  still  before  us. 

In  some  cities  the  gas  company  is  well  en- 
trenched by  reason  of  its  being  established  long  be- 
fore the  central  station  and  for  this  reason  there  are 
many  buildings  and  houses  which  have  never  been 
wired.  The  growth  of  the  city  away  from  the  old 
business  center  and  the  erection  of  the  modern  build- 
ing's leaves  a  class  of  tenants  in  the  old  structures 
who  usually  feel  that  they  cannot  afford  to  wire 
for  electricity.  The  property  owner  usually  does  not 
want  to  make  any  improvements  until  such  time  as 
he  can  remodel  or  rebuild  the  whole  structure.  This 
puts  the  matter  of  wiring  up  to  the  central  station 
if  it  wants  this  business.  In  many  instances  the 
owner  or  tenants  have  been  willing  to  pay  for  this 
wiring  if  allowed  to  do  so  in  installments  paid  monthly 
to  the  central  station. 

The  growth  of  the  electric  power  business  in  the 
past  few  years  has  been  tremendous.  Probably  the 
most  serious  problem  met  by  the  power  engineer  in 
our  coast  cities  and  towns  is  the  oil  burning  isolated 
manufacturing  plant.    Fuel  oil  is  now  being  purchased 


at  from  70  cents  to  $1.25  per  barrel  and  in  years  gone 
by  was  bought  as  low  as  50  cents  per  barrel.  With 
this  fuel  a  number  of  isolated  plants  are  producing 
power  as  low  as  thirty  dollars  per  horsepower  year 
and  the  majority  of  plants  of  fifty  horsepower  and 
larger  do  not  exceed  forty  dollars  per  horsepower 
year  for  ten  hour  operation  per  day.  To  induce  such 
plants  to  change  over  to  electric  drive  at  rates  profit- 
able to  the  central  station  requires  some  ingenuity 
and  very  careful  study  on  the  part  of  the  power  engi- 
neer. Waste  fuel  from  saw  mills  and  planing  mills 
is  also  a  serious  competitor.  It  has  been  proven  in  a 
number  of  instances  that  the  manufacturer  is  often 
v^'illing  to  pay  a  little  more  per  horsepower  year  for 
electricity  providing  the  output  of  his  factory  can 
be  increased  by  the  installation  of  motors  and  the 
reduction  of  friction  losses  usually  accomplishes  this 
point. 

The  rapid  adoption  of  small  high  efficiency 
lamps  by  meter  residence  consumers  is  another  source 
of  worry  to  the  commercial  manager.  They  have 
done  much  to  reduce  the  income  from  residence  busi- 
ness and  many  central  stations  have  taken  steps  to 
control  the  sale  of  high  efficiency  lamps  smaller  than 
forty  watts  in  size.  Others  have  helped  out  the  earnings 
b}'  pushing  the  sale  of  cooking  and  heating  devices 
and  a  few  have  adopted  new  forms  of  ligthing  rates 
with  the  idea  in  mind  that  they  are  selling  service 
rather  than  a  commodity.  The  high  efficiency  lamp, 
generally  speaking,  has  been  a  boon  to  the  central 
station,  making  it  possible  to  secure  much  business 
which  could  not  be  reached  before  and  educating  the 
public  to  the  use  of  more  light. 

In  our  larger  cities  the  installation  of  isolated 
plants  in  office  buildings,  hotels,  laundries,  etc.,  has 
to  be  continually  fought  against.  The  high  state 
of  perfection  attained  by  the  manufacturers  of  this 
class  of  machinery,  together  with  the  necessity  for 
steam  heat  for  at  least  nine  months  out  of  each  )'ear, 
gives  the  isolated  plant  engineer  many  excellent  talk- 
ing points.  Unless  the  central  station  is  in  a  position 
to  sell  both  steam  and  electicity  the  best  salesmanship 
■  and  engineering  ability  is  necessary  to  secure  large 
loads  of  this  kind.  It  is  often  possible  for  a  modern 
isolated  plant  installed  in  a  large  hotel,  for  instance, 
to  produce  energy  for  a  very  small  cost  per  kilowatt 
hour,  due  to  the  large  amount  of  steam  and  hot  water 
necessary  in  a  building  of  this  class. 

This  class  of  competition  has  in  a  number  of 
cities  driven  the  rates  charged  by  the  central  station 
to  a  dangerously  low  figure,  as  well  as  causing  no 
little  dissatisfaction  among  customers  who  were  not 
in  a  position  to  demand  rates  on  the  competitive  basis 
of  this  kind.  No  commercial  manager  likes  to  see  an 
isolated  plant  installed  in  his  city,  and  the  question 
arises,  "Shall  we  get  the  business  at  any  price  or 
let  the  isolated  plant  go  in?" 

So  multitudinous  are  central  station  commercial 
problems  that  volumes  could  be  written  and  still  not 
touch  many  phases  of  the  subject.  In  order  to  bring 
out  more  ideas  a  general  discussion  of  the  foregoing 
at  this  convention  and  an  opportunity  for  further 
problems  to  be  presented  will  undoubtedly  be  time 
well  spent. 
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Elsewhere  in  these  columns  will  be  found  a  few 
examples  of  correct  and  incorrect  use  of  capital  letters 

in  technical  writing. 
An  Old  Many  engineers  in  their  written 

Pj^jjIj;  reports,  specifications,  or  business 

letters  so  conceal  their  true  mean- 
ing by  high-sounding  technical  expressions,  that  the 
readers,  upon  whom  they  seek  to  make  an  impression, 
are  left  wholly  in  ignorance  as  to  the  real  meaning 
of  the  mental  commotion  which  they  have  endeavored 
to  decipher. 

Again  some  engineers  capitalize  words  without 
regard  to  correct  usage  among  English  speaking  peo- 
ple evidently  thinking  this  will  add  emphasis  to  im- 
portant points  in  the  discussion.  They  have  an  idea 
that  this  undue  capitalization  in  words  may  add  cap- 
italization to  the  project  under  consideration.  Possi- 
bly they  use  capital  letters  as  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson 
used  ponderous  words,  thinking  that  if  the  pistol 
misses  fire,  the  butt  end  may  accomplish  the  purpose. 
A  report  or  a  specification,  or  a  business  letter  rent 
with  unmeaning  capitals,  sprinkled  in  at  improper 
places  is  as  forceful  as  the  continued  underlinings  in 
little  Mary's  first  love-letter  to  her  school-boy  sweet- 
heart. 

In  making  our  written  reports  to  our  clients  it 
is  Avell  for  us  to  remember  that  the  majority  of  modern 
readers,  though  in  a  sense  the  simple  folk  of  yester- 
day, are  no  longer  of  the  superstitious,  easily  con- 
vinced, take-it-as-you-say  men  of  yesterday.  Each 
point  must  be  carefully  and  clearly  proved ;  the  speci- 
fication must  be  open  to  but  one  interpretation;  the 
business  letter  must  be  a  simple  expression  of  the  ideas 
tc  be  conveyed. 
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The  use  of  vector  diagrams  has  greatly  simplified 
the  solution  of  the  perplexing  and  complicated  prob- 
lems met  with  in  the  study  of  alter- 
Vector  nating  current  circuits.     In  obtain- 

Diagrams  ing    the    resultant     electro-motive 

force  impressed  upon  a  circuit 
v.'hich  receives  its  energy  from  two  separate  trans- 
former secondaries,  we  are  compelled  to  consider  cer- 
tain phase  relationships  between  the  two  circuits  and 
in  doing  so  we  unconsciously  assign  in  our  mental 
vision  a  definite  polarity  or  direction  to  the  terminals 
necessary  in  the  connections.  A  thorough  understand- 
ing of  the  papers  of  Professors  Ryan  and  Hillebrand, 
found  elsewhere  in  these  columns,  will  greatly  simplfy 
problems  of  this  sort  in  the  future.  They  add  a  new 
written  language  to  alternating  current  expression. 
By  means  of  the  symbols  suggested,  no  longer  is  it 
necessary  for  us  to  bear  in  mind  the  polarity  of  con- 
nections in  forming  vector  diagrams,  for  by  proper 
assumptions  at  the  start,  the  correct  relationships  are 
maintained  throughout  the  discussion. 

One  of  the  most  perplexing  factors  in  the  practical 
demonstration  of  the  use  of  vector  diagrams  is  this 
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question  of  proper  terminal  connections.  We  are  often 
able  to  compute  with  certainty  the  resulting  electro- 
motive forces  and  phase  relations  in  the  working  out 
of  theoretical  combinations,  but  when  it  comes  right 
down  to  the  actual  making  of  the  connections,  how  fre- 
quently we  are  puzzled  as  to  end  to  end  relations! 
The  new  symbolic  language  actually  representing  on 
paper  what  each  one  must  have  formerly  carried  men- 
tally in  the  solution  of  such  problems  will  aid  greatly 
in  this  practical  application  in  the  future. 

At  best  the  vector  quantity  is  difficult  of  grasping 
even  by  those  who  have  careful  training  in  similar 
channels  of  reasoning.  But  to  the  uninitiated,  or  to  the 
beginner  who  has  had  little  previous  mental  exercise, 
the  grasping  of  the  idea  of  computations  involving 
magnitude  and  direction  is  as  difficult  a  mental  feat 
as  the  physical  performance  of  simultaneously  patting 
the  head  with  one  hand  and  rubbing  the  stomach  with 
the  other. 

If  we  have  given  that  a  river  launch  is  capable 
of  moving  at  the  rate  of  eight  miles  an  hour  and  a  log 
is  floating  down  with  the  current  which  travels  four 
miles  an  hour,  upon  asking  the  average  thinker  to  tell 
you  whether  the  launch  will  be  bumped  harder  in 
traveling  up-stream  or  down-stream  by  collision  with 
the  log,  one  seldom  gets  the  correct  answer;  namely, 
that  the  shock  is  the  same  in  either  case.  In  a  word, 
this  idea  of  polarity  plays  an  important  role  in  all 
engineering  problems  requiring  the  solution  of  factors 
involving  directed  magnitudes. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  new  ideas  presented  in 
the  papers  referred  to  will  be  thoroughly  mastered  by 
the  electrical  fraternity  and  this  new  weapon  of  anal- 
ysis in  the  future  become  a  part  of  our  symbolic  lan- 
guage. I 
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Economic  Distri- 
bution Control  in 
Los  Angeles 


Los  Angeles  presents  to  the  engineering  woi'ld 
and  to  those  interested  in  civic  control  of  public  serv- 
ice corporations,  an  interesting 
spectacle.  A  decade  ago  this 
municipality  awoke  to  its  world- 
wide commercial  possibilities.  For 
years  previous,  local  civic  bodies  and  other  organiza- 
tions interested  in  the  upbuilding  of  a  great  southern 
empire  had  recognized  that  a  peculiar  energy  giving 
indescribable  something  existed  in  the  lower  western 
latitudes  unknown  to  other  parts  of  our  country, 
which  spurs  men  on  to  dreams  and  to  deeds  no  one 
would  dare  elsewhere.  And  so  it  was  that  the  dawn 
of  the  new  century  found  this  enterprising  munici- 
pality, not  only  annexing  a  coast  harbor  sixteen  miles 
away  by  means  of  the  socalled  "shoe-string"  addition, 
but  by  a  united  boosting  publicity  campaign  sending 
word  of  her  greatness  and  growth  to  the  very  inner- 
most recesses  of  our  nation. 
What  was  the  result? 

Every  commercial  enterprise  was  encouraged  to 
enter  Los  Angeles.  Great  power  companies  were  in- 
duced to  spend  millions,  not  only  in  actual  power 
plant   building  but  in   the   installation   of  a   carefully 


net-work  of  distribution  tliroughout  the 
length  and  breadth  of  the  city.  Capital  has  continued 
to  flow  in  from  all  sides,  and  a  system  of  interurban 
electric  lines  has  been  built  which  for  their  size  and 
convenience  in  service  have  become  the  wonder  and 
admiration  of  all.  The  rapid  growth  of  this  close  con- 
nection between  city  and  country  built  up  tb.e  rural 
districts  on  all  sides.  This  rise  in  population  of  the 
surrounding  country  on  the  other  hand  so  reflected 
its  strength  by  causing  continued  prosperity  and 
growth  in  the  southern  metropolis  that  the  munici- 
pality awoke  a  few  years  later  to  find  not  only  the 
domestic  water  supply  absolutely  inadequate  for  their 
dreams  of  empire  in  the  distant  future,  but  a  short- 
age almost  on  the  morrow  staring  them  in  the  face. 
Situated  in  the  heart  of  a  country  that  already  needs 
for  its  daily  life  every  drop  of  water  nature  supplied, 
their  only  hope  lay  in  the  far  distant  Sierras.  The 
efforts  of  the  experts  retained  to  solve  the  serious 
problem  confronting  the  cit}'  were  finally  crowned 
with  success  by  the  city's  undertaking  the  gigantic 
task  of  bringing  its  water  supply  from  the  Owens 
River  project  some  four  hundred  miles  away.  It  was 
early  recognized  that  in  order  to  meet  the  enormous 
interest  charges  in  the  investment  necessary  for  the 
consummation  of  the  project,  every  available  source 
of  income  should  be  taken  advantage  of.  A  very 
pleasing  feature  of  the  Los  Angeles  aqueduct  enter- 
prise is  its  enormous  power  possibilities. 

The  question  now  arises  as  to  the  method  to  be 
employed  by  the  municipality  in  efliecting  the  distri- 
bution of  this  power  throughout  the  city.  The  power 
companies  operating  in  Los  Angeles  have  perfected 
their  distribution  net-work  at  an  enormous  cost.  The 
optimistic  boosting  spirit  of  the  citizens  of  Los 
Angeles  has  reared  this  child  of  their  creation  after 
their  own  ideals.  Economic  law  demands  that  those 
having  the  matter  in  hand  should  give  the  most 
earnest  consideration  to  the  question  of  the  city's 
either  taking  over  the  present  distributing  systems 
in  their  entirety  or  maintaining  a  joint  operation. 
For  a  powerful  municipality,  which  has  gained  much 
of  its  power  in  the  past  by  the  aggressiveness 
of  the  capital  there  invested,  to  disregard  these  fac- 
tors which  have  lent  so  much  to  their  upbuilding, 
might  almost  be  classed  as  child  destruction. 

A  decade  ago  the  people  of  Los  Angeles  by  fire- 
works and  much  noise  were  inviting  capital  to  enter 
their  city  in  the  way  of  investment  in  public  service 
corporations.  But  now  some  advocate  disregarding 
these  vested  interests  in  the  consideration  of  the  in- 
stallation of  a  new  distribution  system,  and,  simply 
because  the  municipality  may  have  the  upper  hand, 
deal  a  death  blow  to  this  gigantic  investment  which 
was  encouraged  on  all  sides  a  few  years  back. 

This  idea  of  a  popular  cry  loudly  preaching  against 
the  sins  of  monopoly  and  at  the  same  time  because  of 
its  present  entrenchment  advocating  the  biggest 
municipal  monopoly  of  all  without  any  regard  for 
the  fathering  of  these  investments  in  the  past,  is  all 
wrong.  It  savors  too  much  of  papa's  lecture  to  little 
Johnnie  on  the  evil  effects  of  Sunday  fishing,  in  which 
papa  concludes  by  saying,  "but  remember  papa  likes 
fish   for  Sunday  dinner." 
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PERSONALS. 

George  C.  Arrowsmith.  of  the  Pacific  Power  &  Light 
Company,  was  a  recent  Seattle  visitor. 

Thomas  Mirk,  of  the  firm  of  Hunt,  Mirk  &  Co.,  is  at  San 
Diego  in  connection  with  engineering  contracts. 

William  S.  Graham,  manager  of  the  Snow  Mountain 
Water  &  Power  Company  of  Ukiah,  is  at  San  Francisco. 

John  S.  Eastwood,  the  designer  of  the  multiple  arch 
dam,  has  opened  offices  in  the  Hearst  Building,  San  Francisco. 

S.  K.  Colby,  manager  of  the  electric  railway  depart- 
ment of  Pierson  Roeding  &  Co.,  is  visiting  the  Pacific  North- 
west. 

A.  G.  Jones,  sales  engineer  with  the  General  Electric 
Company's  San  Francisco  office,  is  visiting  the  Eastern  fac- 
tories. 

S.  J.  Van  Ornum,  city  engineer  of  Pasadena,  was  an  in- 
terested attendant  at  the  recent  Municipalities  League  Con- 
vention at  Santa  Barbara. 

Joseph  Hanna,  manager  of  the  Niles  Car  Company,  with 
headquarters  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  who  is  touring  the  Coast, 
has  arrived   at   San  Francisco  from   Portland. 

A.  Emory  Wishon,  manager  of  the  southern  division  of 
the  San  Joaquin  Light  &  Power  Corporation,  with  headquar- 
ters at  Bakersfield,  has  been  visiting  San  Francisco. 

J.  W.  Perry,  general  manager  of  the  H.  W.  Johns-Manville 
Company,  arrived  from  the  East  during  the  past  week  and 
spent  several  days  in  visiting  the  San  Francisco  branch. 

O.  B.  Wilcox,  of  the  New  York  and  London  firm  of  Bon- 
bright  &  Co.,  who  were  the  underwriters  of  the  Great  West- 
ern Power  Company's  first  isue  of  bonds,  is  at  San  FVancisco. 

Samuel  O.  Dunn,  editor  of  the  Railway  Age-Gazette,  is  a 
recent  Portland  visitor.  Mr.  Dunn  expresses  himself  as 
greatly  interested  and  surprised  at  the  railroad  activity  in 
the  Northwest. 

E.  J.  Nally,  vice-president  and  general  manager  of  the 
Postal  Telegraph  Cable  Company,  who  is  making  an  in- 
spection of  the  Pacific  Coast  offices,  spent  the  past  week  at 
San  Francisco. 

George  Cole,  of  the  John  R.  Cole  Company,  has  re- 
turned to  San  Francisco  after  spending  several  weeks  at 
the  various  eastern  factories  represented  on  the  Pacific 
Coast  by  his  firm. 

Samuel  H.  Powers  and  H.  R.  Tobey,  who  are  connected 
with  the  firm  of  N.  W.  Halsey  &  Co.  of  New  York  and  San 
Francisco,  are  at  San  Francisco  conferring  with  Cyrus  Pierce, 
the  Pacific  Coast  manager. 

William  E.  Coats,  president  of  the  Coats  &  Burchard 
Company  of  Chicago,  public  appraisers  and  engineers,  was 
recently  in  Portland  looking  over  this  field  with  a  view  to 
establishing  a  branch  office. 

H.  A.  Russell,  local  sales  manager  for  the  General  Elec- 
tric Company,  recently  returned  to  his  office  at  San  Fran- 
cisco, after  visiting  the  company's  Eastern  factories  and  at- 
tending electrical  conventions. 

Dr.  Thomas  Addison,  Pacific  Coast  manager  of  the  Gen- 
eral Electric  Company,  has  returned  to  his  headquarters  at 
San  Francisco  after  spending  two  weeks  in  visiting  the  East- 
ern factories  and  New  York  City. 

Fred  L.  Webster,  Pacific  Coast  manager  for  the  Allis- 
Chalmers  Company,  has  returned  to  his  headquarters  at  San 
Francisco  after  a  brief  stay  at  the  Seattle  office,  where  busi- 
ness is  excellent  in  the  electrical  lines. 

H.  C.  Goldrick,  Pacific  Coast  manager  of  the  Kellogg 
Switchboard  &  Supply  Company,  of  Chicago,  has  returned 
to  his  San  Francisco  office  after  a  tour  of  northern  cities, 
including  Portland,  Tacoma  and   Seattle. 


W.  B.  Cline,  president  of  the  Los  Angeles  Gas  &  Elec- 
tric Corporation,  is  now  in  the  East  on  a  pleasure  trip.  Mr. 
Cline  expects  to  be  gone  several  weeks  and  visit  all  the 
principal  cities  throughout  the  East  and  South. 

F.  L.  Johnston,  city  engineer  of  Santa  Barbara,  has 
been  appointed  by  the  engineering  section  of  the  Municipali- 
ties League  to  keep  tab  on  the  progress  of  road  expenditure 
and  improvement  work  in  the  State  during  the  coming  year. 

C.  H.  Stockweather,  formerly  an  engineer  for  the  Gen- 
eral Electric  Company,  has  been  secured  by  the  forest  serv- 
ice to  do  some  expert  work  in  connection  with  the  telephone 
systems  used  by  the  service.     He  is  now  at  Missoula,  Mont. 

Leo.  D.  Haas,  formerly  with  the  California  Electrical 
Construction  Company,  and  now  doing  extension  work  at 
Martinez  under  the  commercial  department  of  the  Great 
Western  Power  Company,  visited  San  Francisco  last  Sun- 
day. 

C.  F.  Stamps  of  the  Los  Angeles  Gas  Appliance  Com- 
pany has  returned  from  a  trip  in  the  East,  taking  in  Chi- 
cago, and  returning  via  Denver,  where  he  attended  the  Gas 
Association  meeting.  He  left  Los  Angeles  again  this  week 
for  Pittsburg. 

A.  M.  Hunt  has  given  up  all  engineering  work  at  his 
San  Francisco  offices  and  left  for  a  six  months'  European 
trip  this  week.  Mr.  Hunt  has  long  contemplated  this  ac- 
tion on  account  of  his  health,  and  has  discontinued  all  his 
consulting  work. 

C.  E.  Grunsky,  the  well  known  hydraulic  expert,  sug- 
gested some  interesting  ideas  at  the  recent  Santa  Barbara 
Municipalities  League  Convention  on  taxation  of  unim- 
proved propert}'  to  meet  its  proportionate  share  of  fixed 
charges  in  municipal  ownership   installations. 

V.  F.  Gates  of  the  Safety  Armorito  Conduit  Company  has 
spent  the  past  week  on  the  Pacific  Coast,  after  attending  the 
the  Jovian  convention  at  Denver.  He  was  entertained  at  San 
Francisco  by  the  electrical  men  and  left  for  Los  Angeles  on 
November  7th,  where  he  will  spend  several  days. 

T.  G.  Bradley,  the  power-house  superintendent  of  the 
Siskiyou  Electric  Power  &  Light  Company,  has  been  visiting 
the  steam  and  hydroelectric  plants  of  the  electric  companies 
which  transmit  current  to  San  Francisco  Bay  district.  He  in- 
spected the  Pacific  Gas  and  Electric  Company's  plant  at  Blec- 
tra  during  the  past  week. 


OBITUARY. 

On  October  30th  Mr.  J.  J.  Perrier's  many  friends  and 
associates  were  shocked  by  learning  of  his  death  by  accident. 
His  death  occurred  on  the  afternoon  of  Sunday,  October  29th, 
at  his  home  in  Fruitvale,  California,  the  immediate  cause 
being  overexertion  in  physical  culture  exercises  which  he 
had  been  in  the  habit  of  taking  daily.  The  shock  to  his 
family  and  friends  was  intensified  by  its  unexpectedness, 
and  the  seeming  irony  of  the  tragedy,  for  none  was  more 
vital,  hopeful  and  full  of  promise  than  he. 

Mr.  Ferrier  was  born  in  Sussex  County,  England,  in  1883; 
came  to  America  in  1903.  His  first  work  was  with  the  Mer- 
gen thaler  Linotype  Comp_ny  of  New  York;  in  1905  he  joined 
the  electrification  department  of  the  New  York  Central  and  Hud- 
son River  Railroad  and  rose  from  a  subordinate  position  to 
that  of  chief  draftsman  in  the  steam  engineering  branch  of 
this  work.  In  April,  1907,  he  came  to  San  Francisco  to  enter 
the  electrical  engineer's  office.  Southern  Pacific  Company,  tak- 
ing a  prominent  position  in  the  steam  and  mechanical  en- 
gineering branches  of  the  Oakland,  Alameda  and  Berkeley 
electrification.  Subsequently  he  was  promoted  to  the  position 
of  office  engineer  and  in  this  capacity  handled  a  large  num- 
ber of  details  in  connection  with  the  foregoing  installation. 
He   was   exceedingly   able,   conscientious   and   thorough,    and 
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therefore  a  very  valuable  assistant  in  this  organization.  Be- 
sides being  a  member  of  the  Masonic  Order,  Foresters  and 
Eastern  Star,  he  was  also  an  Associate  Member  of  the  Amer- 
ican Society  of  Civil  Engineers  and  the  American  Society  of 
Mechanical  Engineers. 


LOS   ANGELES   NEWS   LETTER. 

The  Automobile  Emergency  Company  have  placed  their 
contract  with  the  Western  Electric  Company  for  3,000  tele- 
phones and  are  rapidly  making  their  installations  along  the 
county  roads  and  throughout  the  city. 

The  Board  of  Public  Utilities  have  recommended  that 
the  council  grant  a  temporary  franchise  on  San  Pedro  Street 
to  the  Pacific  Electric  Railway,  to  operate  their  suburban 
cars  along  that  street  to  relieve  Main  Street  of  the  congested 
condition.  There  is  no  doubt  the  council  will  grant  this 
franchise  immediately.  The  Pacific  Electric  Railway  will 
complete  the  Van  Nuys  extension  and  cars  will  be  running 
in  about  a  week  from  Los  Angeles  to  Van  Nuys,  via  Holly- 
wood. 

M.  H.  French  has  just  secured  the  contract  for  about  70 
miles  of  over-head  distribution  for  the  Southern  Sierras,  in 
and  around  San  Bernardino.  Distribution  will  be  made  with 
33,000  volt  primaries.  Plans  and  specifications  have  been 
drawn  for  an  electrical  railway  between  Marshfield,  Oregon, 
and  North  Bend,  Oregon.  This  company  is  headed  by  Mr.  C. 
S.  Smith  of  Marshfield.  Southern  California  Edison  Com- 
pany has  issued  inquiry  and  specifications  for  approximately 
1,600,000  pounds  of  4/0  strand,  bare  copper  cable.  This  ma- 
terial is  to  be  used  for  transmission  lines  between  Los 
Angeles  and  Colton  and  for  Long  Beach  and  Newmark.  Bids 
will  be  awarded  this  week. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  exhibitors  of  the  Los  Angeles  Elec- 
trical Exposition  it  was  decided  to  change  the  place  of  loca- 
tion from  Fiesta  Park  to  the  Shrine  Auditorium.  This  was 
done  after  considerable  deliberation  and  principally  because 
of  the  fact  that  the  government  objects  to  installing  their 
Smithsonian  models  as  well  as  their  other  exhibits  under 
a  tent.  There  is  no  doubt  the  Shrine  Auditorium  will  lend 
itself  more  admirably  to  electrical  decorations,  as  well  as 
the  other  decorative  features  than  the  tent.  Practically  75 
per  cent  of  the  total  space  has  been  signed  for  and  there  is 
no  doubt  but  what  the  show  will  be  pulled  off  promptly  on 
schedule.  Drawing  for  the  space  was  postponed  from  last 
Thursday  to  the  coming  Thursday  on  account  of  the  re- 
arrangement and  we  hope  to  settle  that  more  definitely  at 
that  time.  The  spectacular  features  of  the  show  are  being 
worked  up  and  there  is  no  doubt  but  what  this  will  be  one 
of  the  most  entertaining  as  well  as  instructive  electrical 
shows  that  has  ever  been  given.  Prizes  have  been  offered 
to  the  public  schools  for  drawings  and  models  of  electrical 
apparatus,  and  Mr.  J.  H.  Francis,  superintendent  of  schools, 
is  lending  his  assistance  in  making  this  feature  of  the  show 
an  attractive  one. 

The  exhibitors  who  have  already  arranged  for  space  at 
the  Los  Angeles  Electrical  Exposition  are  as  follows:  Ameri- 
can Ironing  Machine  Co.,  American  Multegraph  Sales  Co., 
Auto.  Emergency  Service  Co.,  American  Orr  Concrete  Pole, 
Bion  J.  Arnold,  Bailey  &  Brant,  Baker  Elec.  Vehicle  Co.,  Bur- 
roughs Adding  Machine  Co.,  Baker  Chase  Elec.  Co., 
Detroit  Elec.  Co.,  C.  E.  Cook  Co.,  California  Auto 
Co.,  Crocker  &  Wheeler,  Columbus  Elec.  Vehicle, 
R.  &  L.  Elec.  Vehicle,  Dictaphone  Company,  South- 
west Sales  Co.,  U.  S.  Elec.  Machine  Co.,  Duntley  Vacuum 
Cleaner  Co.,  Electric  Mechanical  Laboratories,  Elec.  Device  Co., 
Elec.  World,  The  Ohio  Elec.  Vehicle  Co.,  Fairbanks,  Morse 
Co.,  J.  C.  Farrar  &  Co.,  Federal  Tel.  Co.,  General  Electric  Co., 
Gans  Bros.,  Gen.  Appliance  Mfg.  Co.,  Holden  Scenic  Clock  & 


Advertising  Co.,  The  Hughs  Elec.  Heating  Co.,  Hughsou  & 
Merton,  Holabird  &  Reynolds,  Home  Tel.  Co.,  Hupp  Corpora- 
tion, Journal  of  Electricity,  Power  and  Gas;  Byron  Jackson 
Pump  Co.,  KelLman  Elec.  Mfg.  Co.,  B.  F.  Kierulff  Jr.  &  Co.,  L. 
A.  Elec  Vehicle  Co.,  Luitwieler  Pumping  Engine  Co.,  L.  A. 
Brass  Mfg.  Co.,  L.  A.  Rubber  Co.,  L.  A.  Elec.  Railway,  Par- 
affine  Paint  Co.,  Pac.  Elec.  Heating  Co.,  W.  B.  Palmer,  Piorsoii 
Roeding  Co.,  Elec.  Storage  Battery  Co.,  Pac.  T.  &  T.  Co, 
Perry  Elec.  Works,  Phoenix  Lighting  &  Fix.  Co.,  McCrum, 
Howell  Elec.  Co.,  Pacific  Electric  Railway,  The  Maintenance 
Co.,  National  Carbon  Co.,  National  School  of  Trades,  National 
Elec.  Works,  W.  G.  Rightmire,  Henry  J.  Rohrbach  &  Sor,, 
Southern  California  Edison  Co.,  Stoltz  Electrophone  Co.,  Se- 
curity Elec.  Shop,  Standard  Oil  Co.,  Standard  Elec.  Time  Co., 
Southern  California  Supply  Co.,  Shredded  Wheat  Co.,  Tuttle, 
Stevens  Mfg.  Co.,  Tuec  Co.,  Western  Elec.  Co.,  West- 
ern Union  Tel.  Co.,  Woodill  Hulse  Elec.  Co.,  J.  A.  Wilfreth, 
Western  Rubber  &  Supply  Co.,  Los  Angeles  Examiner,  United 
States  Government,  Baker  &  Hamilton,  Throop  Polytechnic 
Institute. 


ELECTRICAL   CONTRACTORS'    NOTES. 

B.  H.  Bendheim,  manager  of  the  Newberry-Bendheim 
Electric  Company,  is  making  a  three  months'  trip  east. 

Contracts  for  electrical  work  are  being  let  for  the 
German  House  Club  Building  on  Polk  and  Turk  streets. 

H  .C.  Reed,  manager  of  the  electrical  department  of  the 
Pacific  Fire  Extinguisher  Company,  is  in  Portland  on  busi- 
ness. 

The  contractors  who  obtained  invitations  to  the  get- 
together  luncheon  at  the  Palace  last  Tuesday  noon,  appre- 
ciated the  invitations  very  much  and  felt  a  keen  regret 
that  more  of  the  contractors  were  not  there. 

F.  E.  Cabot,  president  of  the  National  Fire  Protective 
Association,  in  an  address  before  the  National  Electrical 
Contractors'  Association,  made  the  following  statement: 
"This  country  wastes  two  hundred  and  fifty  millions  of  dol- 
lars every  year.  But  only  fifty  thousand  dollars  of  that 
amount  of  fire  losses  is  due  to  electrical  causes."  He  fur- 
ther states  that  he  does  not  think  that  they  owe  to  any 
source  outside  of  the  insurance  interests  as  much  as  they 
do  to  the  electrical  contractors. 

Co-operation  between  contractors,  jobbers,  manufac- 
turers and  lighting  companies  has  been  preached  from  the 
rostrum  of  the  California  Contractors'  Association  for  the 
past  two  years.  The  National  Electrical  Contractors  sent 
out  Mr.  Duffield  to  tell  us  the  same  thing,  the  National  Elec- 
tric Association  sent  Mr.  Dodd  for  a  similar  purpose,  and 
when  our  own  eminent  electrical  men,  such  as  John  A. 
Britton  and  Dr.  Addison,  tell  us  the  same  thing,  we  cannot 
help  saying  "I  told  you  so.  Let  us  all  help." 


TRADE    NOTES. 

The  General  Electric  Company  has  sold  to  the  Schwager 
&  Nettleton  Mills,  Seattle,  Wash.,  one  A.  T.  B.  4,  1250-k.v.a., 
1800  r.p.m.,  480  v.,  horizontal,  condensing  Curtis  steam  tur- 
bine; also,  one  C.  C.  2,  35-kw.,  3000  r.p.m.,  horizontal,  non- 
condensing  Curtis  steam  turbine  exciter  unit. 

The  Pelton  Water  Wheel  Company  has  closed  a  contract 
with  the  Federal  Government  of  Porto  Rico  for  use  in  what  is 
known  as  the  Carite  Water  Power  Development,  a  1000  h.p. 
Pelton  impulse  wheel  which  is  to  operate  under  an  effective 
head  of  750  feet  at  400  r.p.m.,  complete  with  a  30-inch  steel 
pipe  line;  also  a  50-h.p.  exciter  set  wheel.  The  Westinghouse 
Electric  and  i.ianufacturing  Company  will  supply  both  main 
and  exciter  generators,  which  will  '  e  direct  connected  to  the 
above  wheel.-. 
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E.    C.    &    M.    AUTOMATIC    CONTROLLERS    FOR    MOTOR- 
DRIVEN    MACHINERY. 

The  Electric  Controller  and  Manufacturing  Company  of 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  has  recently  placed  on  the  market  a  line  of 
automatic  controllers  designed  for  the  specific  purpose  of 
giving  the  utmost  convenience  in  the  control  of  motor-driven 
machinery.  It  has  been  estimated  that  the  output  of  many 
machines  can  be  increased  20  per  cent  by  the  central  grouping 
and  convenient  arrangement  of  all  the  operating  levers. 
"Handiness  of  Control"  is  recognized  as  being  very  important 
in  securing  the  utmost  production  from  a  machine,  and  the 
automatic  controllers  described  in  this  article  were  designed 
to  provide  this  "Handiness  of  Control"  for  starting,  stopping, 
or  reversing  the  motor  and  machine. 

The  controller  consists  of  a  small  operator's  switcli,  shown 
in  Pig.  1,  and  an  accelerating  unit  of  different  forms,  one  of 
which  is  shown  in  Fig.  2. 


cutting  out  all  of  the  starting  resistance  and  putting  the 
motor  across  the  line.  By  throwing  the  operator's  switch  to 
its  original  position,  the  motor  is  disconnected  from  the  line 
and  consequently  stops.  Different  positions  of  the  handle  of 
the  different  types  of  operator's  switch  provide  for  drifting, 
reversing,  or  rapid  stopping  by  dynamic  braking. 

Dynamic  braking  is  secured  by  a  change  of  connections, 
accomplished  by  the  operator's  switch,  which  first  inserts  all 
the  starting  resistance  in  series  with  the  armature.  The 
motor  is  then  quickly  and  evenly  brought  to  rest  by  auto- 
matic dynamic  braking,  the  accelerating  switches,  in  this 
case,  acting  as  decelerating  switches  by  cutting  out,  step  by 
step,  the  resistance  as  the  current,  generated  by  the  motor, 
decreases  due  to  the  slowing  down  of  the  motor. 


Fig.  1.    Operator's  Switch. 

The  controllers  are  built  in  three  types  to  secure:  (1st) 
non-reversing  and  dynamic  braking;  (2nd)  reversing  without 
dynamic  braking;  (3rd)  reversing  and  dynamic  braking.  In 
each  type  a  variety  of  four  different  forms  of  accelerating 
units  are  offered.  These  accelerating  units  vary  in  their  de- 
sign from  a  simple  train  of  accelerating  switches  up  to  a 
unit  having  a  fused  service  switch,  a  train  of  accelerating 
switches,  and  complete  circuit-breaker  features. 

The  accelerating  unit  automatically  accelerates  or  de- 
celerates the  motor  through  the  action  of  series  wound 
accelerating  switches  which  possess  the  remarkable  char- 
acteristic of  acting  not  only  as  switches,  but  as  current  limit 
relays  as  well.  When  the  current  in  the  winding  of  one  of 
these  switches  exceeds  a  pre-determined  value  the  switch 
locks  open  and  cannot  close  until  the  current  is  reduced  to 
the  proper  value. 

When  the  operator's  switch  is  thrown  to  the  running 
position,  current  flows  through  the  motor,  all  of  the  starting 
resistance,  and  the  coil  of  the  first  series  wound  accelerating 
switch.  As  the  motor  accelerates  the  current  drops,  and  when 
ii  reaches  the  correct  value  the  first  accelerating  switch 
closes,  cutting  out  a  portion  of  the  starting  resistance.  The 
succeeding  accelerating  switches  operate  similarly,  ultimately 


Fig.  2.    Accelerating  Unit 

The  manufacturers  claim  the  following  important  advan- 
tages for  this  automatic  controller: 

1st.  It  limits  the  acceleration  and  deceleration  current 
at  all  times  to  a  safe  value. 

2nd.  It  accelerates  and  decelerates  the  motor  in  the 
minimum,  safe  amount  of  time,  and  automatically  varies  the 
time  of  acceleration  and  deceleration,  depending  upon  the  load 
which  the  motor  has  to  start  and  stop. 

3rd.  It  provided  the  best  conditions  for  good  commuta- 
tion. 

4th.  By  limiting  the  current,  both  in  starting  and  stop- 
ping, it  limits  all  mechanical  strains  on  the  motor  and 
driven  machinery. 

5th.  It  obviates  the  necessity  of  mechanical  clutches  on 
many  motor-driven  machine  tools.  > 

6th.  It  adds  very  materially  to  the  safety  of  an  installa- 
tion, since  in  case  of  accident  the  motor  may  be  quickly 
stopped. 

7th.  It  inherently  provides  no-voltage  protection,  for  if 
the  voltage  fails  the  switches  drop  open,  and  upon  the  return 
of  voltage  they  automatically  close  in  their  regular  method 
and  sequence,  again  accelerating  the  motor  to  full  speed. 
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FOURTEENTH    ANNUAL    CONVENTION    AND    MUNICIPAL 

EXHIBIT  OF  THE  LEAGUE  OF  CALIFORNIA 

MUNICIPALITIES. 

The  League  of  California  Municipalities  held  their  four- 
teen'^h  annual  convention  at  Santa  Barbara  on  October  23  to 
28,  inclusive.  This  meeting  was  by  far  the  most  uccess- 
ful,  most  interesting,  and  the  most  enthusiastic  of  any  in  the 
history  of  the  league,  and  it  augurs  well  for  the  future  of  the 
league.  The  meetings  were  very  interesting  because  of  the 
valuable  papers  presented,  the  men  who  represented  them, 
and  the  men  who  took  part  in  the  discussions.  The  vai'ious 
municipalities  were  represented  by  men  of  influence  who  had 
the  power  to  recommend  or  condemn  matters  of  procedure  in 
their  district,  and  the  exhibitors  were  represented  by  their 
principals — men  of  wealth,  influence  and  reputation. 

The  papers  presented  were  as  listed  in  the  Journal  of 
October  28th.  The  exhibitors  included:  The  Barber  Asphalt 
Paving  Company,  who  had  a  very  pretty  booth  partly  of  a 
technical  nature  and  equipped  with  tables,  chairs,  writing 
materials,  stenographer  and  other  features  of  hospitality 
which  were  dispensed  less  publicly.  They  were  represented 
by  Mr.  Kent,  Mr.  Webster,  Mr.  Alexander,  and  Mr.  Vaile. 

The  Gorham  Engineering  and  Fire  Apparatus  Company 
had   a   most   attractive   exhibit,    as    did   all   of  the   following 


* 
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Exhibit    of   Standard    Oil    Company. 

firms:  Glazed  Cement  Sewer  Pipe  Company,  Reinforced 
Concrete  Pipe  Company,  American  Glass  Sand  Company, 
Pacific  Clay  Products  Publicity  Bureau,  Pacific  Sewer  Pipe 
Company,  Braun  Knecht-Heimann  Company,  Union  Oil  Com- 
pany of  California,  The  Gamewell  Fire  Alarm  Telegraph  Com- 
pany had  a  complete  fire  alarm  and  police  patrol  system  in 
operation,  Orenstein-Arthur  Koppel  Company,  California  Cor- 
rugated Culvert  Company,  The  Austin- Western  Company, 
Ltd.,  A.  L.  Young  Machinery  Company,  Neptune  Meter  Com- 
pany, Dahlstrom  Metallic  Door  Company,  J.  E.  Ward  &  Co. 
had  a  complete  Ward  Atomizer  in  operation,  West  Disinfect- 
ing Company,  Inc.,  of  New  York,  Pacific  Corrugated  Pipe 
company,  Ransome-Crummey  Company,  Federal  Construc- 
tion Company,  City  Street  Improvement  Company,  A.  Car- 
lisle  &   Co.,   The  Destructor  Company. 

Warren  Brothers  Company,  who  had  one  of  the  prettiest 
booths  in  the  place,  the  main  feature  of  which  was  a  long 
row  of  comfortable  chairs  and  the  continual  dispensing  of  hos- 
pitality by  their  representatives,  Mr.  Reese  and  the  Warren 
Brothers  themselves,  who  came  from  New  York  and  Seattle, 
respectively,  in  order  to  attend  this  convention. 

The  Standard  Oil  Company  had  one  of  the  most  inter- 
esting exhibits  in  the  place,  a  photograph  of  which  is  shown. 
A  complete  oil  derrick  with  pumps  and  wells  in  full  opera- 
tion were  exhibited  exactly  as  they  are  used  in  the  field. 
The  Standard  Oil  Company  represented  their  road  oils  and 
paving  materials  in  an  attractive  manner,  and  took  the 
occasion  to  present  to  the  public  their  new  catalog  and  re- 
cently issued  technical  pamphlets  on  the  subject  of  pav- 
ing and  road  oil.  They  were  represented  by  J.  K.  Firth,  E.  N. 
Percy  and   C.   R.   Mallory. 


NEW  CATALOGUES. 

The  General  Electric  Company  has  just  issued  a  folder — 
No.  B-3147 — describing  its  electric  glue  pots. 

The  October  number  of  Common  Sense,  published  by  the 
Electric  Controller  &  Manufacturing  Co.,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
is  a  spicy  and  interesting  issue. 

The  General  Electric  Company  has  recently  issued  Bul- 
letin No.  4894,  which  is  devoted  to  cylinder  controllers  for 
railway  service.  This  bulletin  supersedes  the  company's  pre- 
vious  bulletin   on   this   subject. 

The  Archbold-Brady  Co.,  engineers  and  contractors,  of 
New  York,  have  just  issued  an  attractive  booklet  on  steel 
transmission  structures  and  catenary  bridges.  The  booklet 
is  handsomely  illustrated  with  views  of  designs  constructed 
and  installed  by  the  authors. 

Bulletin  No.  4886,  just  issued  by  the  General  Electric 
Company,  should  be  of  considerable  interest  to  coal  mine 
operators.  There  are  59  pages  of  text  and  illustrations 
devoted  to  the  advantages  of  electric  power  in  operating  one 
mine  or  a  group  of  mines,  and  the  apparatus  used  in  connec- 
tion with   the   operation. 

The  General  Electric  Company  describes  in  Bulletin  No. 
4885,  just  issued,  a  new  meter  designed  for  accurately  meas- 
uring the  power  used  by  relatively  small  consumers.  The 
meter  is  designed  for  5  and  10  ampere  circuits  of  100-120 
volts,  two-wire,  200-240  volts,  two  and  three-wire,  and  for 
40,  50,  60,  125  and  133  cycle  circuits. 

Recognizing  the  need  for  a  standard  machine  for  keep- 
ing the  commutators  of  railway  motors  grooved,  the  General 
Electric  Company  had  designed  two  types  of  a  machine  for 
this  purpose  and  describes  both  in  Bulletin  No.  4889,  recently 
issued.  One  machine  is  portable  and  the  other  stationary, 
and  both  require  very  little  space  for  operation. 

To  familiarize  the  public  with  the  Curtis  steam  turbine 
generators,  the  General  Electric  Company  has  recenti" 
issued  Bulletin  No.  4883  which  is  devoted  to  the  genen 
principles  of  the  turbine  and  the  construction  of  both  the 
turbine  and  the  generator.  The  bulletin  contains  illustra- 
tions of  turbine  and  generator  parts,  as  well  as  complete 
representative   installations. 

The  General  Electric  Company  has  issued  an  attractive 
pub'ication  composed  principally  of  illustrations  of  the  elec- 
trical equipment  of  various  railways  throughout  the  country. 
These  illustrations  comprise  interiors  of  the  power  stations, 
both  main  and  sub-stations,  and  the  rolling  stock  of  various 
railways.  Included  among  these  illustrations  are  two  porta- 
ble sub-stations.    The  number  of  the  bulletin  is  4891. 

Catalogue  No.  53  of  the  Fostoria  Glass  Specialty  Co.,  Fos- 
toria,  Ohio,  entitled  "Iris  Illuminating  Glassware,"  lists,  de- 
scribes and  illustrates  over  300  different  styles  of  shades  and 
reflectors  in  colored  and  iridescent  patterns  for  gas  and  elec- 
tric lamps.  It  conforms  in  size  of  page  and  general  concep- 
tion to  the  same  company's  100-page  catalogue  No.  52  on  cut 
and  etched  ware,  with  the  additional  feature  that  each  of  the 
ten  distinct  motifs  employed  in  the  decorating  of  the  "Iris" 
ware  is  realistically  illustrated  by  a  three-color  cut. 

Bulletin  107,  just  issued  by  the  Wheeler  Condenser  & 
Engineering  Co.,  of  Carteret,  N.  J.,  is  devoted  to  a  discus- 
sion of  high  vacuum  jet  condensers.  The  Wheeler  rectan- 
gular jet  condenser,  to  which  a  large  part  of  the  bulletin  is 
devoted,  is  constructed  on  the  counter  current  principle,  the 
arrangement  of  water  trays,  baffles,  air  outlet,  exhaust  steam 
inlet,  etc.,  being  such  that  the  enormous  volume  of  low  pres- 
sure steam  exhausted  from  a  turbine  is  efficiently  handled 
with  the  minimum  consumption  of  water,  and  the  minimum- 
consumption  of  power  on  the  part  of  the  tail  pump. 
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INCORPORATION. 

SACRAMENTO,  CAL.— Articles  of  incorporation  for  the 
Sierra  Electric  Power  Company  have  been  filed  with  Secre- 
tary of  State  Frank  Jordan.  The  company  is  capitalized  at 
$3,000,000,  of  which  $1000  has  been  subscribed  by  the  incor- 
porators, Charles  Gross,  J.  E.  Howes,  B.  A.  Herman,  H.  G. 
Breed  and  M.  S.  Hamilton,  all  of  Oakland. 

OLYMPIA,  WASH. — Articles  of  incorporation  were  filed 
at  Oiympia  last  week  for  a  projected  railroad  from  Port- 
land via  Vancouver  to  North  Yakima  and  EUensburg.  Law- 
rence Harmon,  a  Chicago  attorney,  is  at  the  head  of  the  com- 
pany, which  is  capitalized  for  $5,000,000.  The  other  incor- 
porators are  C.  C.  Craig  of  Portland,  W.  P.  Connaway,  cashier 
of  the  Vancouver  National  Bank,  and  Elmer  E.  Waite  of 
Vancouver. 

SACRAMENTO,  CAL.— The  Sacramento  Water  Company, 
a  corporation  formed  for  the  purpose  of  furnishing  the  city 
with  a  supply  of  mountain  water  brought  from  Salmon  Falls, 
near  Folsom,  has  filed  articles  of  incorporation,  giving  its 
capital  stock  at  $1,000,000,  of  which  $1000  is  actually  sub- 
scribed. Behind  the  company  are  Francis  V.  Keesling,  Ernest 
L.  Brune  and  J.  W.  Cook  of  San  FVancisco;  Otto  Grau  of 
Markleeville,  and  U.  R.  Grant  of  Alameda.  Keesling  is  also 
the  promoter  of  the  projected  Sacramento-Folsom  electric 
line,  which  is  to  traverse  the  holdings  of  the  Natomas  Con- 
solidated. The  Natomas  Consolidated  controls  the  watershed 
from  which  the  new  water  company  seeks  its  supply  and  it 
is  assumed  that  the  Natomas  people  are  back  of  both  projects. 
Keesling  has  secured  2000  inches  of  water,  or  30,000,000  gal- 
lons a  day,  at  Salmon  Falls,  12  miles  above  Folsom.  His  com- 
pany proposes  to  build  a  storage  reservoir  of  50  million  gal- 
lons capacity  at  the  end  of  the  Natoma  ditch  also  a  regulating 
reservoir  of  twelve  million  gallons  capacity.  The  water  will 
be  offered  wholesale  to  Sacramento  and  if  a  contract  is 
closed  will  be  piped   to  the   city  limits. 


FINANCIAL. 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL.— At  a  special  meeting  of  the 
stockholders  of  the  Great  Western  Power  Company  Thurs- 
day afternoon  the  capitalization  was  increased  from  $25,000,- 
000  to  $27,500,000  in  order  to  complete  the  financing  of  the 
deal  by  which  the  company  recently  took  over  the  City  Elec- 
tric Company.  This  was  done  by  the  passage  of  a  resolution 
by  the  directors  of  the  California  Electric  Generating  Com- 
pany, a  subsidiary  concern,  to  guarantee  the  payment  of  the 
interest  upon  $1,700,000  face  value  of  the  first  mortgage 
5  per  cent  bonds  of  the  City  Electric  Company.  By  an  amend- 
ment of  the  articles  of  incorporation  of  the  California  com- 
pany the  dividends  on  the  preferred  stock  of  the  company 
were  made  comulative  after  January  1,  1912. 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL.— The  United  Railroads  has 
issued  a  report  of  the  earnings  of  the  corporation  for  August 
and  the  first  eight  months  of  the  calendar  year.  The  re- 
port shows  a  gain  in  gross  receipts  and  number  of  paying 
passengers  carried,  as  compared  with  the  same  periods  of  last 
year.  ■  No  mention  is  made  of  operating  expenses  in  the  re- 
port, or  of  net  earnings  and  surplus.  In  August  the  company 
earned  gross  $673,743,  an  increase  of  $33,940  over  the  same 
month  of  1910,  when  gross  receipts  were  $639,803.  During  the 
month  13,474,860  passengers  were  carried.  This  is  an  increase 
of  778,800  over  August  of  last  year.  For  first  eight  months 
of  this  year  102,787,800  passengers  were  hauled,  as  against 
100,265,980  for  same  period  of  1910.    This  represents  the  large 


gain  of  2,521,820  people  carried  on  the  cars  of  the  local  street 
railway  combine.  The  gross  returns  for  this  period  amounted 
to  $5,130,390  vs.  $5,013,299  for  same  months  of  last  year. 
This  means  a  gain  in  gross  revenue  of  $126,091. 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL.— The  Sierra  &  San  Francisco 
Power  Company  which  has  quietly  been  making  progress,  and 
is  said  to  have  spent  a  million  dollars  recently  in  equipping 
steam  plants  in  San  Francisco,  has  now  made  known  its  read- 
iness to  enter  into  competition  for  lighting  contracts  in  all 
the  Bay  cities.  The  steam  plant  at  North  Beach  is  said  to 
have  a  capacity  of  25,000  h.p.,  while  the  auxiliary  plant  in 
Bryant  street  turns  out  3000  h.p.  The  hydroelectric  plant  on 
the  Stanislaus  River  has  a  capacity  of  48,000  h.p.,  and  the 
plant  at  Sonora  a  capacity  of  2500  h.p.  The  company  is  car- 
rying on  an  active  campaign  for  contracts  at  Modesto,  Stock- 
ton and  Tracy,  and  has  recently  invaded  Berkeley  and  Oak- 
land. The  United  Railroads  of  San  Francisco  takes  25,000  h.p. 
under  a  contract.  Both  companies  are  subsidiary  to  the 
United  Railways  Investment  Company. 


TRANSMISSION. 
RINGOLD,  WASH.— The  Pacific  Power  &  Light  Com- 
pany has  consummated  a  contract  with  the  land  owners  or 
Ringold  bar  for  furnishing  electric  power  for  irrigation  and 
domestic  purposes.  A  high  power  line  will  shortly  be  con- 
structed. 

VALLEJO,  CAL. — It  has  been  announced  on  Mare  Island 
that  the  work  of  laying  the  concrete  foundation  for  the  new 
power  plant  machinery  will  be  commenced  within  two  weeks. 
It  is  estimated  that  an  expenditure  of  at  least  $13,000  will  be 
necessary  for  the  work. 

TACOMA,  WASH.— Chief  Engineer  Gronen  of  the  Nis- 
qually  Power  Plant  submitted  to  the  Commissioners  figures 
relative  to  the  construction  of  an  electric  tramway  at  the 
power  plant  at  La  Grande.  The  construction  contemplates 
an  expenditure  of  $18,000. 

PORT  TOWNSEND,  WASH.— An  ordinance  granting  to 
the  Olympic  Power  Company,  a  corporation,  the  right  to 
erect  poles,  string  wires  and  maintain  a  transmission  line 
for  transmitting  electricity  from  its  power  plant  in  Clallam 
County  to  the  City  of  Port  Townsend,  has  been  passed  by 
the  City  Council. 

SEATTLE,  WASH.— City  Engineer  Thomson,  in  reporting 
upon  five  proposed  power  projects  for  this  mimicipality, 
reported  favorably  on  two,  one  of  them  being  the  Lake  Cush- 
man  site  and  the  other  the  P.  H.  Hebb  White  river  site.  The 
former  site  would  develop  power  at  $93  per  h.  p.,  and  the 
latter  $89  per  h.  p. 

LOS  ANGELES,  CAL.— T.  C.  Dobbins  of  Gramercy  place 
has  received  the  contract  for  labor  for  constructing  the 
Sierra  Power  Company's  overhead  power  system  from  San 
Bernardino  to  Bishop,  Inyo  County,  at  $250,000.  It  calls  for 
the  raising  of  240  miles  of  steel  towers  80  feet  high,  and 
placing  of  six  alluminum  steel  cord  cables,  work  to  be  com- 
pleted within  six  months. 

WILLOWS,  CAL.— The  Sacramento  Valley  Power  Com- 
pany announces  that  it  has  bought  the  Peoples  Power  Com- 
pany and  is  coming  into  Glenn  County  as  opposition  to  the 
Northern  California  Company,  by  January  1st.  Six  solicitors 
are  out  here  making  contracts  for  power  at  a  rate  lower 
than  that  charged  by  the  Northern  company.  A  war  is  looked 
for  in  Glenn  County  between  the  rival  companies. 
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PASCO,  WASH.— James  H.  Moore  of  Portland,  of  the 
Pacific  Power  &  Light  Company,  is  here,  preparatory  to  in- 
stituting preliminary  work  on  the  construction  of  new  power 
and  switching  stations  for  that  company.  The  first  unit  is 
to  aggregate  $80,000  and  further  units  are  to  be  added  from 
time  to  time,  and  which  within  a  few  years  will  ultimately 
represent  an  expenditure  of  $500,000.  The  new  structures 
will  he  the  center  of  high  tension  wires  to  surrounding 
points. 

MODESTO,  CAL. — The  Western  States  Gas  &  Electric 
Company  will  immediately  build  a  power  line  from  Stockton 
to  Modesto  and  become  an  active  competitor  of  the  Sierra 
and  San  Francisco  Power  Company  for  business  in  Modesto 
and  Stanislaus  County  towns.  This  move  is  believed  to  be 
the  result  of  the  recent  invasion  of  Stockton  by  the  Sierra 
and  San  Francisco  Company.  The  western  representa- 
tive, D.  V.  O'Callaghan,  stated  that  rates  will  be  cut,  and  a 
rate  war  is  promised.  The  Sierra  company  recently  absorbed 
the  local  interests  of  the  Lagrange  Power  Company  and  has 
had  the  field  to  itself. 

WALLACE,  IDAHO. — The  Long  Valley  Light  &  Power 
Company  has  been  incorporated  by  Walter  C.  Clark,  presi- 
dent, who  is  also  chief  electrician  of  the  Bunker  Hill  &  Sul- 
livan Mining  &  Concentrating  Company,  and  is  capitalized 
at  $100,000.  The  company  will  supply  power  and  water 
systems  to  the  following  towns:  Rosehury,  Crawford,  Van 
Wyck,  McCall,  Lardo  and  Thunder  City.  The  Van  Wyck 
Falls,  near  Crawford,  on  the  north  fork  of  the  Payette,  will 
be  developed  and  vdll  generate  4363  h.p.  in  low  water.  The 
improvements  involved  are  the  installation  of  a  500  h.p. 
wheel  and  a  2300  volt  generator  in  a  power  house.  The  com- 
pany's plan  for  water  systems  consist  of  separate  wells  and 
tanks  for  each  town  and  automatically  arranged  electric 
pumps. 


ILLUMINATION. 
CORVALLIS,  ORE. — Colonel  McGoldrick  of  San  Francisco 
has  applied  for  a  gas  franchise  here. 

SULTAN,  WASH. — "No  bids  were  received  for  the  con- 
struction of  an  electric  lighting  plant  here. 

POMONA,  CAL. — The  property  ovraers  on  South  Thomas 
street,  from  First  to  Fifth  streets  are  planning  for  the  in- 
stallation of  street  lights,  s-'milar  to  those  on  Broadway,  Los 
Angeles. 

GLENDALE,  CAL. — The  Board  of  Trustees  has  passed  a 
resolution  declaring  its  intention  to  order  the  installation 
of  the  necessary  appliances  for  lighting  certain  streets  with 
electricity. 

SALEM,  ORE. — ,T.  L.  Day,  in  charge  of  the  cluster  light 
installations  of  the  Portland  Railway,  Light  &  Power  Com- 
pany, is  in  this  city  signing  up  contracts  for  the  Installa- 
tion of  cluster  light  standards. 

BLAINE,  WASH. — J.  E.  Morrison,  manager  of  the  Nook- 
sack  Valley  Traction  Company,  appeared  before  the  council 
recently  asking  for  a  new  franchise  granting  the  company 
running  rights  over  certain  streets  within  the  city  limits. 

EUGENE,  ORE. — That  the  city  intends  to  install  a  sys- 
tem of  gas  cluster  lights  on  the  business  streets  has  been 
announced  by  Mayor  P.  .1.  Berger.  Work  is  to  be  attended 
to  as  soon  as  the  money  from  the  sale  of  the  $25,000  electric 
lighting  bonds  is  available. 

CENTRALIA,  WASH. — Machinery  for  the  new  power 
plant  constructed  by  the  Centralia  Light  &  Traction  Com- 
pany has  arrived  and  will  be  installed  in  the  next  30  days. 
Power  for  the  new  plant  will  be  furnished  by  the  Eastern 
Railway  &  Lumber  Company. 


TRANSPORTATION. 

STOCKTON,  CAL.— The  survey  for  the  route  of  the  Cen- 
tral California  Traction  Company's  line  at  Compton  to  Lock- 
ford,  has  been  completed. 

BAKERSFIELD,  CAL.— A  letter  from  the  San  Joaquin 
Power  &  Light  Company  to  City  Engineer  Greely  states  that 
the  company  is  planning  to  double  track  its  car  lines  in  this 
city. 

KALISPELL,  MONT.— The  Flathead  Interurban  Railway 
has  awarded  contracts  to  L.  L.  Davis  and  J.  A.  Roe  et  al. 
for  the  construction  of  an  electric  street  railway  here.  Work 
has  practically  started. 

CASHMERE,  WASH.— The  Wenatchee  Railway  & 
Power  Company  has  been  granted  a  franchise  by  the  local 
City  Council  to  operate  electric  cars  on  Cottage  avenue  and 
Division   street  in  this  city. 

PASADENA,  CAL. — A  request  for  a  30-year  franchise, 
instead  of  one  to  run  for  20  years,  in  connection  with  the 
proposed  extension  of  the  Washington  street  car  line,  has 
been  made  by  the  Pacific  Electric  Railroad. 

PASADENA,  CAL. — It  has  been  reported  that  the  Pacific 
Electric  Railway  is  prepared  to  begin  work  on  the  proposed 
extension  of  the  Washington  street  line  as  soon  as  a  fran- 
chise is  granted  by  the  City  Council.  Cars  will  probably  be 
running  to  the  city  limits  by  the  first  of  next  year. 

NEW  WESTMINSTER,  B.  C— This  place  will  prepare 
a  charter  amendment  for  the  city  to  reserve  a  sum  of  not 
less  than  $500,000  per  annum  as  a  sinking  fund  to  provide 
for  the  purchase  of  the  British  Columbia  electric  street 
railway  and  equipment  at  the  expiration  of  its  franchise. 

OCEAN  PARK,  CAL. — According  to  plans  which  are  now 
In  the  hands  of  Vice-President  Shoup,  a  new  electric  line 
will  be  built  from  South  Eighth  Street,  Santa  Monica,  fol- 
lowing the  National  Boulevard  to  its  end,  and  then  travel 
over  private  right  of  way,  straight  across  the  country  to  Ocean 
Park  Heights. 

EUGENE,  ORE.— General  Manager  L.  Welch  of  the 
Portland,  Eugene  &  Eastern  Railway  Company,  announces 
that  Messrs.  Hall  and  Anderson  of  his  company  are  in  the 
East  endeavoring  to  secure  sufficient  funds  for  the  con- 
struction of  the  P.  E.  &  E.  from  Monroe  to  Corvallis.  Con- 
struction work  may  start  shortly. 

FRESNO,  CAL. — M.  S.  Brackett,  general  manager  of  the 
San  Joaquin  Valley  Electric  Railway  Company,  now  build- 
ing from  Stockton  to  Modesto,  has  been  in  Fresno  for  the 
past  two  days  investigating  with  the  idea  of  building  out  to 
Fresno.  In  his  visit  here,  Brackett  paid  particular  attention 
to  the  country  between  Fresno  and  Madera  by  way  of  Kerman. 

WALNUT  CREEK,  CAL.— Within  two  weeks  the  line  of 
the  Oakland  &  Antioch  Railway  will  be  completed  to  the 
town  of  Lafayette,  a  distance  of  16  miles  from  the  new  line's 
terminus  at  Fortieth  street  and  Shaffer  avenue,  Oakland.  The 
rails  have  been  laid  and  the  trolley  wires  strung  to  within 
one  mile  of  Lafayette.  A  big  gang  of  laborers  is  at  work 
on  the  one-mile  stretch  and  the  gap  will  be  completed  within 
two  weeks. 

STOCKTON,  CAL. — Negotiations  which  may  result  in  the 
extension  of  the  Stockton  Electric  Street  Car  Company's  line 
into  Fair  Oaks  are  known  to  have  been  under  way  for  some 
time.  Since  the  completion  of  the  diverting  canal,  effectually 
protecting  Fair  Oaks  from  winter  overflows,  property  lias  stead- 
ily increased  in  value  on  the  local  market.  Real  estate  men, 
realizing  that  Stockton's  growth  is  to  extend  eastward  dur- 
ing the  next  few  years,  have  been  quietly  securing  options 
on  pieces  of  property  in  the  Fair  Oaks  section. 
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Holophane  and  the  Contractor 


The  success  of  Holophane  has  been  due 
to  two  things — Holophane  itself  and  the 
Illuminating  Engineering  service  which 
we  supply.  As  the  public  has  come  to  know 
more  about  efficient  and  economical  illum- 
ination, Holophane  Reflectors  and  Holo- 
phane Engineering  service  have  won 
greater  prestige  than  that  enjoyed,  prob- 
ably, by  all  other  man- 
ufacturers combined.  It 
is  the  well-balanced 
combination  of  high- 
class  product  backed 
by  the  most  intelligent 
ind  constructive  service 
that  has  made  Holo- 
phane what  it  is  today. 

The  same  prosperous 
opportunity  awaits  the 
Electrical  Contractor 
who  will  energetically 
utilize  this  same  com- 
bination in  his  own 
local  field.  The  Holo- 
phane products  and  the 
Holophane  Engineering 
service — all  we  know 
about  illumination  and  how  to  sell  it — • 
is  at  every  Contractor's  disposal.  He  can 
build  up  his  business  just  as  we  have 
built  up  ours,  only  he  will  start  with  all 
the  benefit  of  our  long  experience  and 
with  a  complete  system  of  illumination 
ready-made  for  instant  use. 

"Building  a  Business  on  Service"  is  a 
new   Holophane   ''instruction   sheet"   just 


out,  which  tells  how  the  Contractor  can 
make  Holophane  his  business,  how  he  can 
build  up  his  own  reputation  and  create 
his  own  market  in  the  field  of  illumina- 
tion, which  will  make  this  the  most  prof- 
itable branch  of  his  work. 

The  new  instruction  sheet  is  written  in 
plain  United  States  English,  with  the 
facts  and  figures.  It  is 
full  of  pertinent  sug- 
gestions to  the  Con- 
tractor, which  appeals 
to  his  good  business 
common  sense.  It  isn't 
a  mere  advertisement, 
but  a  straight  proposi- 
tion that  we  would  like 
to  talk  over  with  each 
Contractor  personally, 
if  we  could  call  today 
and  sit  in  his  guest 
chair.  It  tells  him  in 
heart-to-heart  fashion 
just  how  we  have  built 
up  our  own  business, 
and  how  he  can  apply 
these  same  methods — 
this  same  Illuminating  Engineering  ser- 
vice— and  make  Holophane  his  own  suc- 
cessful business  in  his  own  local  field. 

This  instruction  sheet  will  interest  the 
Central  Station  Manager  and  Salesman, 
too.  There  are  some  ideas  each  can  use. 
Write  for  a  copy  of  the  Electrical  Con- 
tractor's instruction  sheet,  "Building  a 
Business  on  Service. 
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Holophane  Company'  Ltd.,  62  Front  St.,  W. 
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Toronto,  Canada 


London 


totCo 


Alphabetical     Index     to     AdTertiaera,     Pag^e    8. 


Where    to    Buy    It    In    the    Weat,    Page*    9,10,12. 


JOURNAL    OF    ELECTRICITY,    POWER    AND    GAS 


riVE 

GUARANTEE 


OIN  ALL 


Bus  Bar  Supports 
Cable  End  Bells 
Cable  Potheads 
Cable  Terminals 

Clamp  Insulator  Supports  for 
Flat  or  Pipe  Mounting 

For  any  size  conductor  up  to  3^2  "  diameter 

Inverted  Supports,  Malleable  Fittings, 
Air  or  Floor  Boxes 

3rd    RAIL  CROSSING 
CABLE  BELLS 

Bus  Bar  Supports  furnished  for  any  size  or 
kind  of  conductor  and  for  any  kind  of  mount- 
ing (any  voltage).  Cable  Bells  made  for  all 
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HIGH  TENSION  DIRECT  CURRENT  TRANSMISSION^ 


BY  C.  F.  ELWELIi. 


With  one  system  about  to  go  into  operation  at  a 
voltage  nearly  as  high  as  any  existing  alternating  cur- 
rent system  and  another  proposed,  wholly  underground, 
to  use  a  voltage  higher  than  this,  it  must  be  said  that 
high  tension  direct  current  transmission  deserves  more 
than    passing   notice.      The    increase    of   losses    from 


high  tension  direct  current  have  their  advantages 
and  disadvantages.  To  realize  these  both  in  genera- 
tion and  transmission  it  would  be  well  to  look  to 
the  existing  installations.  Schedule  No.  1  shows  at 
a  glance  the  progress  of  the  past  twelve  years  and 
it  is  well  here  to  note  that  all  of  this  is  due  to  the 


Fig.   1.     A  9000  Volt  Direct  Current  Generating  Pair  at  La  Bridoire. 


coi'ona  and  convection  currents,  especially  at  the 
higher  altitudes,  points  to  the  rapid  approach  of  the 
limit  of  alternating  pressures.  The  limit  of  distance 
in  underground  work  is  very  soon  reached  with  alter- 
nating current.  With  high  tension  direct  current  no 
corona  or  convection  troubles  arise,  and  apparently 
any  reasonable  distance  can  be  covered  either  over- 
head or  underground.    Present  methods  of  generating 


'A  paper  delivered  before  the  San  Francisco  Section  of  the 
American  Institute  of  Electrical  Engineers,  October  28,  1911. 


perseverance  and  skill  of  one  man,  Mr.  Thury,  to  such 
an  extent  that  series  systems  have  come  to  be  known 
as  "Thury"  systems.  If  one  man  can  accomplish  so 
much,  while  a  great  many  have  been  working  on  the 
development  of  the  alternating  system,  it  is  hard  to 
conceive  what  will  happen  when  a  similar  weight  of 
talent  turns  its  attention  to  direct  current.  In  the 
matter  of  the  design  of  high  tension  dynamos  it 
will  be  seen  that  the  figures  for  the  new  station  at  La 
Roziere  show  an  encouraging  outlook. 


474 


JOURNAL    OF    ELECTRICITY,    POWER    AND    GAS 


[Vol.  XXVII— No.  21 


Fig.   2.     A  Direct   Current   Installation  at  Moutiers, 
Savoy,   France. 

The  Moutiers-Lyons   Transmission. 

As  originally  planned  and  carried  out  in  1906,  the 
generating  station  at  Moutiers,  Savoy,  France,  gen- 
erated 75  amps,  at  57,600  volts  and  transmitted  the 
same  to  two  substations  in  Lyons,  a  distance  of  112 
miles  (180  km.)  This  has  worked  so  successfully 
that  a  new  station  has  been  completed  at  La  Bridoire 
which  generates  150  amperes  at  24,000  to  27,375  volts, 
and  this  together  with  another  station  building  at 
La  Roziere  which  will  add  from  32,000  to  35,500  volts, 
will  be  put  in  series  with  Moutiers,  which,  however, 
will  be  changed  over  to  150  amperes  and  the  three 
in  series  will  give  150  amps,  at  approximately  93,000 
volts.  The  existing  line  and  insulators  will  of  course 
be  changed,  and  additional  load  installed  in  the  sub- 
stations. 

Generators. 

Fig.  2  gives  a  view  of  the  station  at  Moutiers. 
There  are  four  sets  direct  connected  to  four  turbines, 
but  insulated  from  them  by  means  of  an  insulating 
coupling.  Each  set  consists  of  two  double  machines, 
separated  by  means  of  another  insulating  coupling. 
Each  double  machine  has  two  armatures  mounted  on 
the  same  shaft. 


Fif.   3.     Detailed   View    of   Generator. 


One  armature  generates  3600  volts  at  a  speed 
of  300  r.p.m.,  giving  14,400  volts  for  the  set.  The 
four  sets  in  series  give  the  present  line  voltage  of 
57,000.  As  the  middle  point  of  a  pair  of  armatures 
is  connected  to  the  frame  of  the  machine  and  in  case 
of  a  grcamd  on  the  line,  there  would  exist  approxi- 
mately the  whole  line  tension  between  the  earth  and 
the  machine,  it  is  very  necessary  that  the  whole  be 
carefully  insulated  from  earth.  This  is  done  by 
mounting  the  machines  on  insulators  which  are  em- 
bedded in  concrete  made  with  lava,  and  the  whole  is 
covered  with  a  layer  of  asphalt.  The  floor  of  the  room 
is  tiled  with  vitrified  tile  and  the  commutators  of  the 
machines  may  be  touched  with  impunity.  Further 
details  of  the  generators  can  be  seen  by  referring  to 
Appendix  A. 

Fig.  1  shows  a  set  as  installed  at  La  Bridoire. 
Each  armature  generates  150  amperes  at  from  4000 
to  4562  volts  giving  8000  to  9125  for  the  pair.  At 
Bosel  four  of  these  will  be  mounted  on  each  turbine 
giving  ISO  amperes  at  16,000  to  18,250  volts.  The 
generators  at  AVillesden,  London,  England,  are  for 
100  amperes  at  5000  volts  per  armature. 

Turbine  Regulator. 

In  series  with  the  line,  v/ith  a  shunt  inserted,  is 
a  regulator  which  acts  on  all  the  turbines  at  once. 
The  mechanical  connections  to  the  turbines  can  be 
seen  in  Fig.  2.  This  regulator  works  as  follows : 
(See  Fig.  5,  which  is  a  wiring  diagram  of  the  system). 
The  small  motor  M  drives  a  system  of  pawls  contin- 
uously to  and  fro.  ■  The  line  current  passing  through 
the  solenoid  Sr  acts  on  its  armature  which  is  bal- 
anced by  a  spring  and  which  is  attracted  more  or  less 
as  the  current  tends  to  increase  or  diminish.  Its  core 
works  a  lever  which  causes  the  pawls  to  engage  a 
toothed  wheel  which  works  in  either  direction  and 
through  shafting  controls  the  water  in  the  turbines. 
Fig.  3  gives  a  view  of  the  apparatus. 

Switch  Gear. 

Each  set  has  a  pedestal  (See  Fig.  2)  on  which  an 
ammeter  and  a  volt-meter  are  mounted.  On  top  of  the 
pedestal  two  horn  gap  arresters  in  series  are  located 
and  set  as  a  tension  limit  for  the  group.  The  controll- 
ing SAvitch  for  the  set  is  also  mounted  on  the  standard. 
At  the  end  of  the  machine  there  is  a  short-circuiting 
switch  which  is  immediately  tripped  if  the  machine 
reverses  its  direction. 

The  main  switchboard  panel  contains  nothing  but 
an  ammeter  voltmeter  and  Avattmeter,  with  their  re- 
spective shunts,  and  a  short  circuiting  switch  for  the 
whole  station. 

Protec'rive  Apparatus. 

The  apparatus  is  protected  from  static  by^40  horn 
gap  lightning  arresters  in  two  sets  of  ten  each  in  series 
and  two  sets  in  parallel.  Each  set  is  connected  to 
earth  through  an  electrolytic  resistance  to  limit  the 
discharge  current. 

A  self  induction  is  inserted  in  the  main  circuit 
between  the  machines  and  the  point  of  connection  of 
the  lightning  arresters  to  the  line.  This  consists  of 
10  coils  of  iron  of  square  cross  section,  mounted  on 
insulators  on  the  walls.    See  Fig.  5. 
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3800   Volt   Direct   Current  Motors. 


Sr  ~  •5ohf?oft:f  o/  ot/^o-re^u/o^or. 
//  -  Horn  ^a/i   /em/o/r  ^/m/^. 


f^=  Fr'ames    of  mocA/nes. 
Fig.    .5.     Diagram    of    Wiring. 

The  Line. 

The  line  consists  of  two  copper  conductors  each 
0.354  in.  (9  mm.)  in  diameter  mounted  on  triple  petti- 
coat insulators.     From  Moutiers  to  Sablonnieres  the 


line  is  on  wooden  poles  and  thence  it  is  on  steel  poles 
which  also  carry  two  three-phase26,000volt  lines.  These 
poles  are  52.5  ft.  (16m)  high  and  317  ft.  (100m) 
apart.  The  resistance  of  the  two  wires  is  about  90 
ohms  and  the  drop  about  7000  volts  corresponding 
to  a  loss  of  525  kw.  and  as  this  is  constant  the  effi- 
ciency of  the  line  is  88  per  cent  with  full  load  of 
4320  kw.  There  are  15  controls  on  the  line  all  con- 
nected by  telephone.  The  part  of  the  line  from 
Vaulx-en-Velin  to  Rue  d'  Alsace,  a  distance  of  6  miles 
is  an  underground  lead  covered  cable.  These  cables 
consist  of  19  wires  of  0.088  in.  diam.  (2.24  mm)  with 
an  insulation  thickness  of  0.71  in.  (18  mm).  The  ca- 
pacity is  0.12  mfds  and  resistance  2  ohms  with  an 
insulation  resistance  of  1610  megohms  per  niile  (1000 
megohms  per  k.m.) 

Substation   at   Vaulx-en-Velin. 

Vaulx-en-Velin  is  the  end  of  the  overhead  line 
and  in  addition  to  absorbing  some  of  the  power  is 
equipped  to  prevent  disturbances  from  the  line  affect- 
ing the  underground  cable  (Fig.  5).  This  protection 
consists  of  horn  gaps,  coherer  resistances  and  Mos- 
cicki  condensers.  There  are  40  horn  gaps  arranged 
in  series  parallel  and  having  electrolytic  arresters  in 
series  with  each  group  to  limit  the  current  of  dis- 
charge. 

The  coherer  resistances  consist  of  porcelain  tubes 
with  metal  electrodes  and  containing  a  conducting 
powder  mixed  with  an  insulating  powder.  To  direct 
current  this  offers  a  considerable  resistance,  but  to  high 
frequency  currents  the  resistance  is  much  less  and 
this  allows  the  line  to  discharge.  These  are  connected 
together  by  gaps  adjusted  to  stand  the  normal  line 
potential. 

The  Moscicki  condensers  are  arranged  in  four 
groups  of  eight  condensers  in  parallel  on  each  pole. 
They  take  care  of  atmospheric  discharges  which  being 
high  frequency  pass  readily  through  the  condensers 
to  earth. 
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Fig.    6.     Generating   Station    at    St.    Maurice. 

At  present  the  station  has  two  groups  of  d.c.-a.c. 
reversible  motor  generator  sets.  Through  transform- 
ers they  can  take  or  furnish  26,000  volts  three-phase 
alternating  current. 

They  consist  of  two  375  h.p.,  3800  v.  d.c  motors  in 
series  on  the  same  shaft  (Fig.  4),  with  a  500  kw. 
three-phase  alternator  of  10,000  volts.  See  appendix 
B  for  characteristics  of  these  machines.  Ordinarily 
the  motor  drives  the  alternators  but  the  three-phase 
alternators  may  be  run  as  motors  and  the  station 
furnish  d.c.  to  the  station  at  Rue  d'Alsace.  The  speed 
is  kept  constant  by  means  of  a  motor  regulator  which 


Fig.   7.     Line  Voltage  of  27,000   Direct   Current, 


is  similar  in  action  to  the  turbine  regulator  but  which 
is  driven  by  means  oi  a  belt  off  the  main  shaft.  This 
regulator  adjusts  the  brush  position  to  keep  the  speed 
constant  as  the  load  varies  and  may  be  seen  in  Fig  5. 
Each  set  is  served  by  a  pedestal  on  which  is  a 
voltmeter,  disconnecting  switch  and  tension  limits. 
This  substation  has  just  been  equipped  with  three 
moi-e  150  ampere  motors  at  9125  volts,  to  absorb 
the  power  to  be  generated  by  La  Bridoire  and  four 
similar  motors  will  later  be  installed  to  absorb  the 
power  fi'om  the  generating  station  which  is  now  build- 
ing at  La  Roziere. 

Substation  at  Rue  d'  Alsace. 

The  cable  runs  to  a  switchboard  on  which  are 
mounted  an  ammeter,  voltmeter  and  short  circuiting 
switch.  There  are  at  present  6  machines  driving  500 
kw.  600  v.,  d.c.  dynamos  which  supply  the  street 
cars  of  Lyons.  The  series  machines  are  exactly  the 
same  as  the  3800  v.  machines  at  Vaulx-en-Velin. 

St.  Maurice-Lausanne  Transmission. 

This  transmission  of  4000  kw.  at  27,000  volts  over 
a  distance  of  34.8  miles  (56  km.)  has  been  in  success- 
ful operation  for  the  past  nine  years.  The  generating 
station  at  St.  Maurice  (Fig.  6)  contains  six  sets,  each 
consisting  of  two  machines  generating  150  amperes  at 
2250  V.  in  series  (Fig.  7)  giving  the  line  voltage  of  27,- 
000  volts.  The  switch  gear  and  protective  apparatus 
is  as  before  described.  The  line  consists  of  two 
leads  of  37  wires  of  copper  0.088  in.  (2.25  mm.) 
dia.  Some  success  has  been  obtained  in  using  the 
earth  as  a  return.  The  drop  when  using  copper  return 
is  2160  volts  and  when  using  the  earth  is  1500  volts. 
Thus  the  efficiency  is  92  per  cent  when  using  copper 
return  and  95  per  cent  when  using  the  earth.  The 
power  is  used  principally  at  Lausanne  where  there 
are  eleven  sets  each  of  400  h.p.  using  150  amperes 
at  2100  volts.  Nine  of  those  sets  have  three-phase  50 
cycle  3100  volt  generators  and  two  have  675  volt  d.c. 
generators  for  the  street  car  system  of  Lausanne.  The 
line  is  also  tapped  at  the  cement  works  at  Paudex,  a 
suburb  of  Lausanne,  where  three  400  h.p.  motors  are 
used  to  drive  crushers,  shafting,  etc.,  in  diiTerent  parts 
of  the  mill. 

Chaux-De  Fonds  Transmission. 

Though  this  transmission  is  neither  large  nor  long 
it  is  a  splendid  example  of  what  is  possible  using 
the  series  system.  The  generating  station  at  Combe 
Garot  has  provision  for  nine  machines  of  150  am- 
peres at  1800  volts,  of  which  five  are  installed. 
The  line  is  about  26  miles  (42  km.)  long  and  for  part 
of  the  system  two  wires  run  on  each  pole  while  on 
the  remainder  only  one,  as  the  circuit  mcJudes  several 
cities  and  factories  in  a  ring.  The  conductor  has  a 
cross  section  of  0.43  sq.  in.  (150  sq.  mm.),  and  the 
line  loss  is  calculated  to  be  6  per  cent  at  full  load, 
but  at  present  is  about  10  per  cent.  The  following 
stations  are  supplied : 

Lode. 

Watch  Factory  140  H.P. 

Bank    20  H.P. 

Chocolate  Factory   40  H.P. 
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C.haux-de  Fonds.  demand  at  certain  points  does  not  necessitate  increase 

Street  car  and  lighting:  four 260  H.P.  Motors.  jj^  ^izQ  of  mains. 

two 100  H.P.  Motors,  On  the  Other  hand  must  be  weighed  the  following 

Abbatoirs:    one 50  H.P.  Motors.  disadvantages,  mostly  of  generation. 

Flour    Mill:     one 140  H.P.  Motors.  i       y>,.?r-      ,.  /  .    ,■  r    i 

riuui    lYiin.  Y.     Difficulty   of   commutation    ot    large    currents 

Epiatures.  when  there  is  a  large  difference  of  potential  between 

General:    five 275  H.P.  Motors..  j^^^.^ 

^°"'^*®-  ■     2.     Dynamos   must  be   insulated   from   earth   and 

General'   two   150  H.P.  Motors.  r  •  ,  •   i  ...  ,.  .^      ,. 

•  "■«'i«i«ii-  I-""  from  prime  mover,  which  maj'  entail  some  ditficulty 

At  Rue  de  I'lndustrie  at  Chaux-de  Fonds  a  gas  at   extremely  high  voltages. 
engine  reserve  station  consisting  of  two  Deutz  250  h.p.  3.     Present  designs  of  high  voltage  dynamos  are 

four  cycle,  two  cylinder  horizontal  engines  is  located,  not  adapted  for  connection  to  high  speed  machines, 
while    at    Epiatures    a    Sulzer   850   h.p.    engine    is   in-  4-     The  necessity  of  arranging  a  large  number  of 

stalled    for    emero-encies.  machines  in  series  to  obtain  high  voltages. 

.  5.     The   TR  losses   in  the   line   are   constant   but 

Operation.  ^^^^  ^^  reduced  for  certain  hours  of  the  dav  bv  reduc- 

The  operation  of  both   generating  and  receiving  j^g  ^he  line  circuit  and  the  power  of  the  m'otors. 
stations  is  quite  simple.     The  absence  of  switch  gear  ^      Maximum  torque  is  limited  and  motors  can- 
impresses  one  with  the  simplicity  of  the  system.     To  ^ot  be  overloaded.     Almost  all  application   must   be 
put  a  generator  on  the  line  it  is  started  up  on  short  ]^y  rotary  transformation. 
circuit  until  its   short  circuit  current  equals  the  line  ■       o  ,     ^-         t  t^-       .  r^ 
current.      It    is    then    switched    in    and    automatically            ^^^tors  Govermng  Selection  of  Direct  Current. 
speeds  up  until  it  shares  the  load  equally  with  other             Every  case  is  governed  by  local  and  other  condi- 
o-enerators  tions,  but  the  following  factors  will  usually  be  found 

*  In  the  substations  the  motors  are  switched  in  to  be  the  most  vital.  If  the  load  is  fixed  and  not  sub- 
series  with  the  line  and  the  brushes  are  automatically  Ject  to  increase  then  the  selection  of  direct  current 
brought  forward  by  the  regulator  until  the  motor  is  up  ot  alternating  current  will  present  no  difficulty.  The 
to  full  speed.  To  stop  a  motor  the  brushes  are  chief  saving  in  favor  of  direct  current  will  be  in  the 
brought  back  by  hand  until  the  voltage  is  zero  and  Ittie  and  therefore  the  longer  the  line  the  more  likely 
then  the  armature  is  short  circuited.  that  it  will  be  selected.    Type  of  prime  mover  and  cost 

Any  overload  or  short  circuit  causes  the   motor  of  current  will  have  to  be  considered  on  account  of 

to  slow  up  and  if  persistent  the  motor  pulls  up  and  fi^ed  TR  loss.    The  direct  current  loss  may  capitalize 

only   absorbs   sufficient  volts   to   overcome   its   ohmic  more  money  than  the  line  saving.     Size  of  load  and 

resistance.     This  obviates  any  abuse  of  the  motors,  distance  will  have  their  bearing  on  size  and  numbei 

though  on  the  other  hand  prevents  their  use  with  an  °t  units. 

overload  for  a  short  interval  of  time.  Number  of  dynamos  also  depends  on  voltage  as 

at  present,  the  limit  per  armature  seems  to  be  about 

Advantages  and  Disadvantages.  200  amperes  at  5000  volts.     Four  of  these  can  be  run 

From  the  foregoing  the  chief  advantages  and  dis-  by  one  prime  mover  to  keep  down  the  number  of  prime 

advantages  of  the  series  system  can  be  noted.  movers.    It  will  be  interesting  to  hear  from  our  manu- 

The  chief  advantages  of  the  series  system  are  to  facturers  what  they  are  willing  to  build  at  the  present 

be  found  in  the  line,  but  there  are  also  advantages  of  time. 
operation  and  installation.  Cheapness  of  insulation  will  favor  a  higher  pres- 

1.  Absence  of  ah  effects  arising  from  impedance  s^ire  being  used  with  direct  current  than  with  alter- 
and  capacity.  nating  current  and  consequently  a  lighter  line.   Greater 

2.  Strain  on  insulating  materials  is  by  actual  voltage  drop  is  permissible  with  direct  current  than 
experiment  less  than  half  what  it  is  with  alternating  with  alternating  current  on  account  of  regulation, 
currents  at  ordinary  frequencies.  Insulator  losses  are  Usually  only  a  portion  of  the  load  is  known  and 
small  and  the  absence  of  corona  and  convection  cur-  the  ultimate  size  is  unknown.  In  planning  for  alter- 
rent  loss  is  a  favorable  factor,  especially  for  high  nating  current  if  the  area  is  restricted  the  pressure 
altitude  transmissions.  is  fixed,  but  for  direct    current    the    current    must    be 

3.  Controlling  switch  gear  is  reduced  to  a  mini-  fixed  at  a  value  which  will  suffice  later,  as  on  the  line 
mum  and  the  operations  of  switching  do  not  tend  to  current  depends  the  size  of  machines  and  a  chang"e 
cause  surges.  Voltage  regulation  and  parallel  running  of  line  current  would  mean  changing  all  machines, 
are  eliminated.  Operation  is  simple  and  does  not  By  putting  up  insulators  with  a  margin  and  commenc- 
call   for  highly  trained  attendance.  ing  with  a  low  pressure  the  load  can  be  increased  by 

4.  It  is  possible  to  transmit  to  any  reasonable  installing  more  units  in  series  and  increasing  the  pres- 
distance  and  very  long  underground  lines  are  also  sure.  This  means  that  the  direct  current  system 
possible.  Transmission  line  construction  both  in  cop-  would  not  be  as  efficient  in  the  beginning  as  when 
per  and  insulators  is  much  cheaper  than  with  alter-  the  load  increased.  This  current  may  be  increased 
nating  current.  Wires  can  "be  spaced  any  distance  bv  putting  pairs  of  units  in  parallel.  The  Moutiers 
apart  and  a  break  in  the  line  only  affects  a  part  of  it.  Lyons  transmission  was  worked  for  fi\-e  years  as  a 
Underground  transmission  is  cheaper.  Allowable  line  75  ampere  line  and  now  will  be  connected  into  a  150 
drop  may  be  greater  than  with  alternating  current.  ampere  line,  by  using  the  generators  in  pairs  in  par- 

5.  A  number  of  direct  current  systems  can  readily  allel.  The  voltage  generated  by  ]\Ioutiers  will  be  less 
be  coupled  together  with  absolute  safety.     Increase  in  but  the  addition  of  the  new  station  at  La  Rritloire  ami 
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SCHEDULE   NO.    1. 

Date        Line  Line        Total        Dis- 

ot          Cur-  Pies-          out-        tance 

Inaugu-    rent  'su'e           nnt           in           Details  of  Machine  Units, 
ration. Amperes.volts.         K.W.     Miles.     No.     Volts.     K.W.     R.P.M.         Remarks. 

ate    Acciuedotto    de   Ferrari,    Galliera,    Italy 1889            45  14,000          630          37.3        IS                                                         Ring  circuit 

lerViteTeseaux   de.Zug    Switzerland    1891            50  .,000          400          H-^          5          IfO            80          320 

^Z^i^^T^^^r!:^^!-^^eri...- ■■:::::    11^            tt  t^^         f.5          li:^          a          ^eoO          170          .bo         Ring  circuit 

Ste.    d'Eclairage    Blectrique,    Brescia,    Italy 1895            50  10.500          5-25          16              3          1500          ^75 

Ste     Romande    d'Electricite,    Switzerland    1895            5,0  14,000          700          11.2          4          3500          175           ...         Ring 

Communes    de    la    Chaux    de    Fonds    et    du    Locle  ^^^         ^         ^^^^         ^^^         3^^ 

Switzerland     ■■■■■ i  en  'mm          T^n                            1           'OOO          300          300 

Chaux    de    Fonds,    Reserve    Plant .■•:■.                    150  ...OUO          ,  dO                          1         -oou         „oo         300 

Usines     Electrique.^   d' Bisenbourg,     Ikervar-fatein-  _^_          ^^^          3          1000          loO    _      180 

La   #rp^"e=.'a''  E^pan'oYa^    RenteHa.'  Spain  '  !  !  !  !  !  i  !  !  i  i    1896            65  13.280          863            8.7          3          2600          169            00 

usines    Electriques    d'Eisenbourg,    Ikervar-i-opron,    ^^^^            ^^  ^^^^^^          ^^^          _^^          ^          ^^^^          ^^^^                        ^.^^ 

"""°^^y  „;,■■>■  ino.'.pr'stiain '.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.    1900            60  10.500          630          18.6          3          3500          210 

Mines   de    PlombLinaies     Spain       ^^^g,,          ,^g          ^          _lg(,Q          33^          3^^ 

St.  Maurice-Lausanne,  bwitzerland    ^^^^            ^^  ^^^^^^^        ^^3^        ^^^a            4        14400x     1080          300 

Moutiers-Lyon^  i' ranee ^^^  24,000        3600              b            3          8000xxl200          428 

La   Bridoire,    France    27,375       '4110                                       9125        1370 

T       -o      •      »    ,    Rncpi     France                          Building  150  '       4800              c            2        lOOOOx     2400          428 

La  Roziere   a   Bosel,    I'lance    »  .^^g              ^                     ^^250        2740 

England             •    1**^^          ^°*'  15,000        1500            7d            3          5000          500 

'    ^^    ^1'vm.rtT,ve^  nn'each  shaft       xx  2  armatures  on  each  shaft,     a.      6   miles   of  underground   cable,     b.      To   be   cut   in    series   with 
■   *■         Tii^  fH»-«  T  vont    line         c       7  5   miles  from  Moutiers  and     to     work     in     series     with     Moutier     and     La     Bndoire,     giving. 
^'''^•oximatel^y93!oo'o   volts        d.     Underground   cable.        To  be   later  part   of   80   mile-120,000  volt   circuit   wholly   underground. 

La  Loziei-e  will  increase  the  line  voltage  from  57,600  moment  later  the  house  physician  came  in.     On  leav- 

O^nnO  '"S  ™^'  '^^  ^^^^  '-^^^^  ■'■  ■^'^'°^^ld  be  notified  when  to  come 

Appendix.  down  to  the  treatment  room.     Soon  after  his  call  an 

A.  ci.aracteri«tii-.s  of  Metiers  Generators.                        ^  electric  sign^  On  the  walls  flashed  the   words,   'Treat- 
No.    of    armature    ,gQQ  ment   Room." 

ImTerL".''.'™'''"^-'--'.'.'./.'.':::::::::::--:'--'  \ll  "On    going    down    to    that    apartment,    I    had    an 

5-?''^ ■  ■  ■  ■  '•■•••• 6  electric-light  bath,  after  which  the  physician  applied 

Poles     0   3"  .              . 

Air  Gap  (7  m/m) .-.Vq's  V',;,', 48.6''  electric  sponges  to  my  aching  joints.    When  I  returned 

Diameter  of  armature   a23.6  cm  1 1        &                   J'    _             &  J                        ,        ,          ,       r 

Axial  length  of  poles  (oO  cm) ■■■     iii  to  my  room  the  electric  telephone  at  the  head  of  my 

No' o/ coals' '".^!™ ■••■• Ill  bed  rang,  and  lying  there,  I  talked  to   my  secretary 

S?an?ete  "Tcommutlto?  aio-  ini)'  .^  ] : !  l '. '. '.  '■  ■  '■  ■ ' '  '■  '■  43 . 4;;  i,,  the  House  office  building  in  Washington.    He  had 

Useful  width  of  commutator  (7.5  cm) ■  called  me  up  to  ask  after  my  health. 

No.    of   brush   holders... „  ..t       ^    t,    r             1          ^i                 .^                 ■           t              i             i 

No   of  brushes  per  holder i '-V"' v   -io'i  |ust  before  day  the  next  morning  1   awakened, 

Pross    section    of    carbon    brushes i-     x.o..  ■      .    .                          i      ^         -n                                i    .,.1            •    1,       ^ 

cross  becu                   (30x8  mm)  and  desinng  some  hot  milk,  summoned  the  night  at- 

B.  Characteristics  of  motors  at  vanix-cn-\  elm.             ^^^  tcudant  bv  pressing  an  clectric  buttou.    When  I  made 

Maxlmum'^voits ".'.'.'.'.'■'.■■■■■■■ ,■ =  •  ^^js  known  my  wants  the  attendant  retired,  returning  in  a 

g-?''^ -4  few  moments  with  a  small  electric  stove,  on  which  he 

P0I6S     1 1     R' 

Axial  length  of  pole  pieces  (.30  cm) ••     _^-^_^  ^^^^^    heated    a    palatable    drink.      Before    rising   that 

No.    of    slots    333  .                       -     ^                                                                                   ill 

No.  of  coils   999  morning  i  had  an  electric  massage,      ihe  nurse  told 

No    of  bars   in   commutator    -x)   fi"  ^i      .t    1        1      j    •       i.    u               ^^       j-                      i-       i.        -^.1- 

Dia  of  commutator  (75  cm) "43"  "^^  ^bat  he  had  just  been  attending  a  patient  with  a 

Na'of\'ruth\°iide°r™^^^                                                  *  chill.  and  had  materially  relieved  him  by  packing  elec- 

No.  of  brushes  per  holder  ■  ■  ■  -j  ^  ,32  trie  bed-warmers  about  him. 

Brushes    (30x8  mm)    — ^- ..t^       ■           ^^         r                        T    1      .4              r     w       ^-4-      1         c 

^  Uuring   the    forenoon    i    had   a    slight   attack   oi 

THE    ENGINEER   AND    CITIZENSHIP.  nervousness.     I  was  placed  in  an  electric  chair, — not 

BY  JAMES  A.  B.^  scHBRER.  ^-j^q  electric  chaii" — and  its  gentle  vibrations  soon  sent 

This  is  an  age  of  electricity.  me  off  into  a  soothing  sleep. 

"Thirty  years  ago,"  said  a  member  ot  congress  -During  the  afternoon  I  had  occasion  to  communi- 

a    newspaper    reporter,    "I    walked    six    miles    ove  ^^^^  ^^.^^^  ^  colleague  on  a  matter  that  I  did  not  care 

hot   and   dusty   road   from   my   country    home   to   ii  ^^  ^^,^^^^  ^^  ^^^^  telephone.     Accordingly,  I  telephoned 

county-seat  to   see   a   circus   that   advertised   to    nav  ^^  ^^^^  secretary  to  have  the  member  in  question  call 

on  exhibition  a  light  made  of  electricity,     i  Here  w  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^^  telautograph  punctually  at  a  certain  minute, 

scores  of  others  in  our  neighborhood  who  went,  not  ,^j^.^  ^^^  ^.^^  ^.^^^.^^  ^  quarter  of  a  minute  of  the  time 

to  see  the  circus,  but  to  get  a  sight  ot  this  new  mar  ^  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^^^  sanitarium  and  the  clocks 

vel,  the  electric  light.  ;,.,  ^^^^  House  building  are  both  connected  by  electric 

•That  was  thirty  years  ago.     Last  month,  on  aa-  ^^.^^  ^^.^^^  ^^^  government  official  clock  at  the  national 

vice  of  my  physician.  I  went  out  to  a  suburban  sani-  ^^^^^^^^^^^^^   ^^^   regulated   to   the   second   each    day. 

tarium    for   treatment    for    a    rheumatic    tiouble.      i\  ^^^^^^  ^  ^^^  ^^^^^^  ^^^^  carried  on  a  secret  correspond- 

the  corner  I  took  an  electric  car  that  earned  me  to  ^^^^^  ^^^  ^^  electric  telautograph,  by  means  of  which 

the  suburbs.     There  I  entered  an  electric  automobile  ^^^^  ^^^^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^.^^^^^  ^^  electricity  at  a  distance  of 

that   whisked   me   a   mile   farther,   to   the   sanitarium.  ^.^^^^  ^^.^^^ 

Having  arrived  there,  I  was  taken  by  an  electric  ele-  ^    ,,^^^j^^^-  ^  ^^^^^^^.^^  sufficiently  to  walk,  I  strolled 

vator   to   my   room    where   the    attendant   turned    on  ^^^^                 ^^^^  ^           ^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^.^              _ 

the  electric  light  and  switche<l  on  the  electric  fan.     A  ^^  ^^^^.  ^  H  ^^^^^^^^^   ^.^.^^   ^^^^^^^    ^^^^^    ^^^^^^^^^^    ^^^^^^ 

'  Ad-iress  by  the  President   of  Throop  Polytechnic   Institute  through    an    iron    pipe    tO    a    turbine    wheel.       I    do    not 

before   the    Los    Angeles   Section,    .\.  I.  E.  E.  =■ 
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know  which  excited  my  admiration  more,  the  number- 
less uses  to  which  I  had  seen  electricity  put,  or  the 
simplicity  of  this  falling  stream  that  was  the  moving 
power  of  it ;  but  I  do  know  that  my  emotion  did  not 
compare  in  intensity  with  the  amazement  that  I  felt 
thirty  years  before,  when  I  first  beheld  that  glowing 
glass  bulb  under  the  canvas  of  the  old  circus  tent  in 
Indiana." 

I  went  to  that  same  circus.  I  am  willing  to  wager 
a  quarter  of  an  hour — "Time  is  money" — against  any 
reasonable  stake,  that  the  Congressman  is  talking 
about  John  Robinson's  "greatest  show  on  earth,"  and 
that  the  inimitable  clown,  John  Lowlow,  stood  in  his 
sight,  as  in  mine,  pointing  now  and  then  in  comical 
fashion  towards  a  tiny  intermittent  spark  at  the  top 
of  the  center-pole.  Unlike  the  Congressman,  however, 
I  was  not  nearly  so  much  interested  in  the  electric 
light  as  I  was  in  the  circus  itself,  for  it  was  the  first 
I  had  ever  seen.  Unlike  him  again,  my  sensations  at 
that  time  as  awakened  by  my  first  sight  of  the  elec- 
tric lamp  were  not  nearly  equal  to  the  interest  I  feel 
in  standing  before  this  company,  comprising,  as  it 
does,  the  men  who  have  made  possible  the  hydroelectric 
developments  that  lie  behind  all  the  recent  interesting 
experiences  of  the  gentleman  in  Washington.  And 
yet,  after  all,  my  interest  arises  not  so  much  from  the 
wonder  of  your  professional  achievements  as  from  the 
fact  that  the  training  necessary  to  accomplish  them 
justifies  the  somewhat  startling  thesis  of  this  address: 
that  upon  you  rests  the  responsibility,  and  with  you 
hes  the  capacity,  to  render  the  largest  public  service 
possible  at  this  time  to  any  citizens  of  the  republic. 

I  believe  that  a  crisis  confronts  us.  The  Ameri- 
can people  are  determined  upon  a  readjustment  of  the 
relations  between  the  public  and  the  utility  corpora- 
tions, whether  you  like  it  or  not;  and  there  is  grave 
danger  lest  this  readjustment  (which  is  necessary)  be 
harmful  because  ill  advised. 

It  seems  to  me  hardly  possible  to  deny  that  such 
determination  exists;  that  it  constitutes  our  leading 
political  issue.  I  remember  talking  a  few  years  ago 
with  a  great  "captain  of  industry"  who  scouted  such 
an  idea;  he  said  that  the  agitation  for  "progressive" 
policies  was  a  mere  passing  fad,  and  soon  the  Ameri- 
can people  would  jostle  down  to  their  usual  state  of 
sobriety.  I  remember  also  that  he  was  distinctly 
opposed  to  Mr.  Taft's  candidacy  because  Mr.  Taft 
was  "too  progressive" ;  yet  yesterday,  when  President 
Taft  was  enjoying  the  hospitality  of  Los  Angeles  and 
Pasadena,  representatives  of  his  party  in  thirty  differ- 
ent States  gathered  in  Chicago  to  endorse  a  presiden- 
tial candidate  in  comparison  with  whom  Mr.  Taft  has 
always  been  the  most  extreme  of  conservatives.  What 
did  we  do  in  California  a  week  ago  today?  So  intent 
were  the  people  on  the  main  question  of  the  election 
that  they  "voted  in"  every  one  of  the  twmty-three 
amendments  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  authors  of 
several  of  these  had  discovered  lurking  dangers,  and 
publicly  requested  that  their  amendments  be  repudiated 
at  the  ballot  box.  Bring  it  nearer  home.  The  issue  is 
becoming  local  and  municipal.  I  understand  that  here 
in  Los  Angeles  one  of  the  candidates  for  mayor  is 
making  opposition  to  public  utility  corporations  the 
chief  plank  in  his  platform.  In  Pa.sadena  this  has  been 
the  main  question  of  local  politics  for  several  years. 
I  have  no  doubt  whatever  that  the  utility  corporations 


in  that  and  other  cities  have  been  guilty  of  grave 
error  in  the  past ;  but  I  am  also  sure  that  among  the 
ranks  of  the  reformers  you  may  also  find  evidences  of 
folly,  and  of  prejudice  against  a  fair  adjustment  of 
the  situation.  The  leading  cause  of  the  intense  polit- 
ical agitation  the  country  through  is  this  determina- 
tion of  the  people  to  secure  a  readjustment  between 
the  public  and  the  utility  corporations.  It  is  this  that 
has  given  rise  to  the  adoption  of  the  initiative,  the 
referendum,  and  the  recall  in  California.  Now,  while 
I  have  no  fear  of  the  proper  use  of  these  tremen- 
dous implements  that  we  have  recently  taken  into 
our  hands,  I  am  afraid  of  a  reckless  abuse  of  them; 
and  it  seems  to  me  that  the  engineer  is  today  the 
only  qualified  mediator  between  the  people  and  the 
pul^lic   utilities. 

Just  here  I  would  like  to  quote  from  an  address 
delivered  by  Mr.  Justice  Hughes  while  he  was  Gov- 
ernor of  the  State  of  New  York : 

"It  is  the  function  of  law  to  define  and  punish 
wrong-doing,  and  not  to  throttle  business.  In  the 
fields  of  industrial  activity  the  need  is  that  trade 
should  be  fair;  that  unjust  discriminations  and  illegal 
allowances  giving  preferential  access  to  markets 
should  be  prevented ;  that  coercive  combinations  and 
•improper  practices  to  stifle  competition  should  be 
dealt  with  regardless  of  individuals;  but  that  honest 
industry,  obtaining  success  upon  its  merits,  denying 
no  just  opportunity  to  its  competitors,  should  not  be 
put  under  prohibitions  which  mingle  the  innocent  and 
the  guilty  in  a  common  condemnation.     *     *       * 

"The  line  of  progress  lies  not  in  arbitrary  action, 
but  in  securing  suitable  publicity  and  supervision,  and 
by  accurate  definition  of  wrongs  and  the  infliction  of 
proper  punishment.  The  processes  of  justice  may  be 
slower  and  more  laborious ;  but  if  we  desert  the  lines 
of  soberness  and  fair  play  to  get  quick  results  through 
arbitrary  interferences  with  trade,  we  shall  find  that 
such  short  cuts  lead  only  to  disaster. 

"  *  *  *  In  our  progress  we  must  seek  to  avoid 
false  steps.  Ours  must  be  the  rule  of  reason,  clear- 
eyed,  calm,  patient  and  steadfast ;  defeating  the  con- 
spiracies of  intrigue  and  escaping  the  pitfalls  of  folly." 

Suppose  that  I  am  a  simple-minded  gentleman  of 
bucolic  tastes,  one  of  whose  chief  assets  is  a  large, 
sleek,  powerful,  but  sometimes  rambunctious  bull. 
Sometimes — especially  if  I  flaunt  an  innocent  pocket 
handkerchief  which  in  his  eyes  appears  as  the  red 
rag  of  socialism — he  is  rambunctious  even  to  the 
extent  of  chasing  me  out  of  the  lot-  or  throwing  me 
down  and  prodding  my  pockets  inside  out,  or  even 
prodding  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  habitat  of  My 
Lord  Appetite,  who  never  stands  for  credit  but  always 
calls  for  cash  in  spite  of  the  high  price  of  food  stuffs. 
Suppose  that  I  escape  with  my  life,  as  the  American 
people  are  commonly  in  the  habit  of  doing.  Two 
courses  are  open  to  me  :  either  I  may  give  way  to  pas- 
sion and  blow  my  bull's  brains  out  with  a  blunderbuss, 
or  I  may  make  use  of  my  intelligence.  In  ihc  latter 
case  ]n-obably  I  should  get  together  a  band  of  strong, 
wise  and  expert  gentlemen,  such  as  these  before  me ; 
drive  my  bull  into  a  corner,  put  a  small  ring  through 
his  nose,  and  preserve  him  as  a  valuable  asset  within 
a  reasonable  pasturage  and  without  danger  to  the 
public  welfare. 
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I  do  not  need  to  make  my  application ;  I  see  that 
you  have  already  made  it  for  yourselves. 

In  order  that  engineers  may  render  the  immense 
public  service  which  the  times  demand,  it  is  not  suffi- 
cient that  they  possess  merely  a  professional  compe- 
tence. Such  competence  may  fairly  be  assumed.  But 
in  addition  to  this,  the  crisis  requires  that  an  engineer 
shall  be  a  man  of  affairs ;  versed  in  business  usages 
to  the  extent  of  being  an  "efficiency  engineer";  but 
versed  also  in  economics  and  the  history  of  American 
political  reform.  The  helpful  engineer  must  be  noth- 
ing less  than  a  publicist.  It  is  a  pity  that  our  word 
"politics"  has  fallen  into  such  sad  repute.  In  its 
origin  it  is  a  word  of  dignity;  denoting  labor  for  the 
common  welfare,  the  common  weal ;  that  is  to  say,  the 
commonwealth.  An  engineer  must  not  only  know  his 
own  profession  but  he  must  know  politics ;  be  in  touch 
with  the  spirit  of  the  times  and. able  to  assist  in  a 
proper  direction  of  political  reform.  I  wish  that  if 
this  talk  bore  no  other  fruit  it  might  at  least  bring 
to  your  attention  Mr.  Herbert  Croly's  book  on  the 
"Promise  of  American  Life."  Himself  an  engineer, 
he  has  traced  in  a  logical  and  philosophic  manner  our 
political  growth ;  pointed  out  the  problems  that  con- 
front us ;  and  then,  with  the  skillful  hand  of  a  master, 
has  planned  the  way  for  constructive  reform. 

An  engineer,  then,  in  addition  to  being  profession- 
ally competent  must  be  a  man  of  affairs  and  publicist; 
but  beyond  that  and  above  all  that  he  must,  in  order 
to  do  his  great  work,  be,  to  an  extent  required  of  no 
other  profession  today,  a  man  of  known  unimpeach- 
able integrity.  When  you  come  to  the  very  crux  of 
the  matter,  the  real  obstacle  in  the  pathway  of  your 
helpfulness  to  the  public  is  the  stumbling-block  of 
doubt,  or  lack  of  confidence,  on  the  part  of  the  people 
in  your  incorruptibility.  I  do  not  question  that  the 
character  of  the  average  engineer  is  far  above  that  of 
the  average  man  in  the  street;  my  point  is  that  you 
must  have  an  extraordinary  hold  upon  the  people  in 
order  to  win  their  confidence  at  this  crisis,  so  that 
they  will  give  into  your  hands  the  solution  of  obscure 
and  complex  problems  with  which  you  alone  are  com- 
petent adequately  to  deal. 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  very  nature  of  your  pro- 
fession should  make  possible  the  attainment  of  extra- 
ordinarily high  standard  of  character.  Take  your  vo- 
cation, if  you  please,  in  comparison  with  the  "three 
learned  professions,"  as  they  used  to  be  known.  The 
physician  necessarily  juggles  with  the  credulity  of 
his  patient,  and  plays  upon  his  foibles  in  order  to  re- 
lieve him  of  imaginary  ailments;  thus  the  physician 
is  open  to  subtle  temptations  that  may  undermine  ab- 
solute truthfulness  of  character.  The  lawyer,  by  the 
very  nature  of  the  case,  must  consider  solely  his 
client's  point  of  view  and  become  a  special  pleader, 
committed  by  duty  to  prejudice.  Even  the  clergy- 
man, in  order  to  harmonize  the  entire  body  of  scrip- 
tural teaching,  is  in  danger  of  quibbling  with  his 
exegesis.  But  it  is  yours  to  seek  the  clear,  cold  truth, 
and  to  declare  it  without  fear  or  favor.  This  is  the 
chief  glory  of  science,  high  priestess  of  our  modern 
civilization.  If  you  fail  from  the  high  standard  of 
truth,  it  is  likely  to  be  not  by  virtue  of  these  subtle 
temptations  that  beset  members  of  other  professions, 
but  from  those  that  are  gross  and  palpable,  amounting 
to  the  sheer  corruption  of  bribery.     When  the  Ameri- 


can people  attain  to  complete  confidence  in  the  unim- 
peachable integrity  of  the  engineering  profession,  their 
Yankee  common  sense  will  lead  them  to  turn  over 
into  your  hands,  as  a  commission,  the  complicated 
questions  involved  in  the  readjustment  upon  which 
they  are  determined;  and  then  this  readjustment  can 
be  wisely  accomplished,  with  the  avoidance  of  that 
havoc  which  comes  from  ignorant  bungling  with  a 
delicate  mechanism.  I  repeat  the  thesis  with  which 
I  began ;  that  upon  you  rests  the  responsibility,  and 
with  you  lies  the  capacity,  of  rendering  the  largest 
public  service  possible  for  any  class  of  American  citi- 
zens at  this  time. 

Speaking  as  one  interested  in  the  progress  of  edu- 
cation, it  seems  to  me  that  there  is  no  more  important 
duty  for  an  educator  than  to  assist  in  the  training  of 
such  engineers  as  those  I  have  attempted  to  describe. 
Indeed,  the  more  I  think  upon  the  subject  of  engineer- 
ing education,  the  more  strongly  do  I  come  to  believe 
that  the  modern  engineering  college  is  in  process  of 
evolution  into  the  typical  twentieth  century  school 
for  all  sorts  and  conditions  of  men.  Suppose  even 
that  a  boy  is  going  to  be  a  preacher  or  a  lawyer.  I 
go  so  far  as  to  say  that  he  would  make  no  mistake 
in  taking  our  courses.  He  would  get  his  Hebrew  and 
Greek  or  his  Blackstone  after  leaving  here — ^in  his 
professional  school—with  philosophy  and  psychology 
and  the  rest  of  it,  which  we  do  not  profess  to  supply. 
Here  he  would  get  as  much  English  and  French,  or 
German  or  Spanish,  with  history  and  civics  and  busi- 
ness law,  as  he  could  get  at  the  old-fashioned  school ; 
and,  in  addition,  such  a  working  knowledge  of  science 
as  would  put  him  in  touch  with  the  spirit  of  his  age, 
besides  providing  a  means  of  making  his  living  should 
he  wish  after  all  to  quit  preaching  or  to  give  up  law. 

I  believe  that  as  the  engineer  stands  today  as  po- 
tentially the  type  of  the  most  useful  American  citizen, 
so  the  engineering  schools  are  developing  into  a  true 
pattern  for  the  school  of  tomorrow,  whose  chief  mis- 
sion must  be  a  high  citizenship,  trained  in  the  higher 
efficiency. 


HOW   TO    DETERMINE   THOROUGHNESS    OF 
COMBUSTION.  1 

BY    ROBERT    SIBLEY. 

In  previous  lectures  we  have  found  that  when  fuel 
is  burned  in  combustion  the  flue  gases  are  composed 
principally  of  carbon  dioxide,  carbon  monoxide,  super- 
heated steam,  oxygen  and  nitrogen.  It  is  of  utrhost 
importance  at  times  to  know  the  proportions  of  these 
different  gases  as  they  are  found  in  the  chimney  of 
the  power  plant.  If  now  some  device  can  be  rigged 
up  in  which  we  can  absorb  the  gases  in  definite  pro- 
portions by  volume  in  separate  bottles  our  task  is 
accomplished. 

It  has  been  found  in  the  study  of  chemistry  that 
a  mixture  containing  one  part  by  weight  of  caustic 
potash  in  two  and  one-half  parts  of  water,  will  absorb 
carbon  dioxide.  Similarly  by  dissolving  one  part  by 
weight  of  pyrogallic  acid  in  two  parts  of  hot  water 
and  three  parts  of  caustic  potash  solution  as  described 
above  the  resulting  mixture  will  absorb  oxygen.    And 

^Tliis  paper  comprises  the  Tenth  Lecture  of  the  "Primer  of 
Applied  Thermodynamics,"  whicli  is  a  resume,  devoid  of  Iiig-lier 
mathematics,  covering  the  essentials  of  a  series  of  lectures  now 
being  given  by  the  editor  of  this  Journal  before  the  Mechanical 
Engineering  students  at  the  University   of  California. 
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finally  by  dissolving  one  part  by  weight  of  cuprous 
chloride  in  seven  parts  of  hydrochloric  acid,  then  add- 
ing two  parts  of  copper  clippings  and  let  stand  for 
twenty-four  hours,  afterwards  adding  three  parts  of 
water  before  using,  a  mixture  is  found  which  readily 
absorbs  carbon  monoxide  gas.  Now,  then,  if  we  can 
entrap   a   known   volume   of   flue   gas   under   a   given 


cent  of  nitrogenand  23.15  per  cent  oxygen  by  weight. 
Since  one  unit  by  volume  of  oxygen  forms  one  unit  by 
volume  of  carbon  dioxide  in  the  burning  of  pure  car- 
bon, the  actual  percentage  of  nitrogen  in  the  chimney 
gases  is  not  altered  but  should  remain  79.09  per  cent. 
On  the  other  hand  one  unit  by  volume  of  oxygen  forms 
two  units  by  volume  of  carbon  monoxide  gas.  Hence 
when  pure  carbon  is  the  fuel,  the  sum  of  the  percent- 
ages of  carbon  dioxide,  oxygen,  and  one-half  the  car- 
bon monoxide  must  be  in  the  same  ratio  to  the  nitro- 
gen as  is  oxygen  in  the  air;  namely,  20.91  to  79.09. 
This  is  a  convenient  check  in  computations.  Thus  an 
analysis  of  chimne}^  gases  is  found  to  contain  by  vol- 
ume 9.5  per  cent  carbon  dioxide,  5.2  per  cent  oxygen, 
10.2  per  cent  carbon  monoxide  and  75.1  per  cent 
nitrogen.    According  to  the  law  above  we  should  have 


Fig.    26.      Improved    Orsat    Apparatus. 

pressure  and  then  force  this  gas  into  intimate  contact 
with  each  of  these  solutions  in  turn  until  these  par- 
ticular gases  are  absorbed  in  their  respective  bottles 
and  then  measure  the  volume  left  under  the  same 
original  pressure,  we  can  compute  at  once  the  per- 
centage of  volume  of  each  of  the  three  particular 
component  gases  above  mentioned  in  the  flue  gases. 
Repeating  this  process  with  utmost  thoroughness  we 
finally  determine  with  exactness  the  carbon  dioxide, 
carbon  monoxide  and  oxygen  in  the  flue  gases.  ,  The 
superheated  steam  in  the  escaping  gases  is  condensed 
into  water  during  the  measuring  of  the  other  gases. 

The  action  of  hydrogen  in  coal  or  other  fuel  is  to 
increase  the  apparent  percentage  of  nitrogen  in  the 
flue-gases  because  of  the  condensation  of  the  water 
vapor  at  the  time  of  the  analysis.  The  nitrogen,  how- 
ever that  accompanied  the  oxygen  with  which  the  hy- 
drogen combined,  maintains  its  gaseous  form  and 
.passes  into  the  analyzing  apparatus  with  the  other 
gases.  Hence  although  by  means  of  our  apparatus  we 
measure  the  carbon  dioxide,  carbon  monoxide  and 
oxygen  only,  we  can  compute  the  other  constituents; 
namely,  water  and  nitrogen. 

The  socalled  Orsat  apparatus  is  usually  employed 
to  accomplish  the  results  above  described.  Fig.  26 
is  an  illustration  of  this  apparatus.  It  is  convenient 
at  times  to  have  a  permanent  record  of  the  CO:  or 
carbon  dioxide  content  in  the  chimney  gases.  Fig. 
27  is  a  socalled  combustion  recorder  which  records 
the  carbon  dioxide  content  at  all  times.  The  instru- 
ment shown  has  been  tested  by  the  Bureau  of  Stand- 
ards and  found  from  a  series  of  tryouts  to  have  an 
error  well  within  0.75  of  one  per  cent. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  air  is  found  by  ex- 
periment to  be  composed  of  79.09  per  cent  of  nitrogen 
and  20.91   per  cent  oxygen  by  volume,  and  76.85  per 


10.2 
(9.5  +  5.2  + ) 


75.1=20.91    :    79.09 


By  actual  multiplication  'the  relationship  will  be 
found  very  approximately  true.  In  fact  well  within 
the  limit  of  error  in  a  careful  analysis. 

As  fuel  usually  contains  some  hydrogen  we  can- 
not apply  the  above  test  to  the  chimney  gas  analysis 
unless  that  proportion  of  nitrogen  which  was  in  the  air 


Fig.   27.     Carljon   Dioxide  Recorder. 

that  went  towards  consuming  the  hydrogen  be  sepa- 
rately accounted  for.  This  can  be  done  by  computa- 
tion involving  the  hydrogen  content  in  the  fuel. 

It  is  seen  that  the  analysis  made  by  the  Orsat 
apparatus  is  volumetric  or  in  proportion  to  the  vol- 
umes of  the  component  gases.     It  is  frequently  neces- 
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sary  to  convert  propoi-tioiis  in  volumes  to  propor- 
tions by  weight.  In  order  to  accomplish  this  result 
it  is  simply  necessary  to  multiply  the  percentages  by 
volume  by  the  molecular  weight  of  the  gas,  and  divide 
by  the  sum  of  all  the  products.  The  quotient  so  ob- 
tained- will  be  the  percentage  by  weight. 

In  the  Third  Lecture  of  this  series  we  found  that 
chemical  substances  combine  according  to  certain 
definite  parts  by  weight,  which  are  multiples  of  the 
socalled  atomic  weights.  These  can  be  found  in  any 
book  on  elementary  chemistry.  The  molecular 
weights  of  the  gases  met  with  in  flue  gas  anal)'sis  are 
easily  determined  from  these  atomic  weights.    Thus, 

Substance  Chemical  Formula  Molecular  Weig^et 

Carbon  dioxide  CO=  12  -f  2  X  16  =  44 

Carbon  monoxide  CO  12  -(-  16  =  28 

Oxygen  6=  2  X  16  =  32 

Nitrogen        ■  -N^  2  X  14  =  28 

We  are  now  ready  to  compute  every  factor  enter- 
ing into  combustion  analysis.  The  facts  desired  in  a 
test  are  the  following: 

1.  The  flue-gas  analysis  by  weight. 

2.  The  pounds  of  air  required  per  pound  of  fuel. 

3.  The  pounds  of  air  actually  supplied  per  pound 
of  fuel. 

4.  The  weight  flue  gases  per  pound  of  fuel. 

5.  The  ratio  of  the  air  supplied  per  pound  of  fuel 
to  that  theoretically  required. 

6.  Heat  Balance. 

Let  us  take  for  example  data  from  an  oil-burning 
test  with  a  Hohenstein  marine  water-tube  boiler  made 
with  California  oil  by  the  U.  S.  Naval  "Liquid  Fuel" 
Board.  The  analysis  by  weight  of  the  oil  fuel  was 
as  follows:  carbon,  81.52  per  cent;  hydrogen,  11.01 
per  cent;  sulphur,  0.55  per  cent;  oxygen,  6.92  per  cent. 
The  analysis  of  the  chimney  gases  by  means  of  an 
Orsat  apparatus  was  by  volume  as  follows :  carbon 
dioxide,  8.6;  oxygen,  11.0;  carbon  monoxide,  1.1;  nitro- 
gen, 79.3.  The  temperature  of  the  boiler  room  was 
98°  F.,  the  temperature  of  the  steam  for  atomization 
352°  F.,  and  that  of  the  escaping  chimney  gases 
535°  F.  The  equivalent  evaporation  from  and  at 
212°  F.  was  12.10  lb.  of  water  per  lb.  of  fuel  oil. 

1.  The  flue  gas  analysis  by  weight.  Applying 
our  rule  given  above  we  have : 


%  carbon  dioxide  X  mol.  wt.  =   8.6  X  44  =    378.2,  - 


378.2 
'2981 


:  12.70 


%  oxygen  x 

%  car.  monoxide  X 
%  nitrogen  x 


=  11.0  X  32=    352.0,- 


352 


=    1.1  X  28=      30. 


2981 

30.8 

'2981 

2220 


:  11.82 


=    1.03 


"   =79.3X28  =  2220.0, =  74.50 

2981       

2981.0  100.00 

2.  The  pounds  of  air  required  per  pound  of  fuel. 
By  reference  to  page  329  in  this  series  of  lectures,  we 
find  that  the  weight  of  air  required  for  perfect  com- 
bustion of  each  pound  of  fuel  is 

0 
11.52  C  + 34.56    (H )  -|- 4.32  S. 


Hence  substituting  from  the  anal3rsis  of  the  fuel 
given  above  we  have 

0.0692 

11.52  X  0.8152 -t- 34.56  (0.1101 )  -1-4.32x0.0055  =  12.92 

8 

3.  The  pounds  of  air  actually  supplied  per  pound 
of  fuel.  There  are  a  number  of  dififerent  Avays  of  arriv- 
ing at  this  result.  The  more  accurately  the  data  is 
compiled  both  in  the  analysis  of  the  fuel  as  well  as  in 
that  of  the  flue  gases,  the  more  nearly  will  the  results 
tally  by  the  different  methods. 

N 

Airactually  supplied  per  lb.  of  fuel  ^3.032  ( )  C  .  .  (1) 

CO,  -1-  CO 

CO..  -I-  s  CO  -I-  O 

Also,  =  11.52  X XC-I-34.56H    (2) 

CO,  -I-  CO 

A.  more  accurate  formula,  however,  is  derived  in 
the  following: 

Let  a  ^  percentage  by  volume  of  CO. 

b=       "      "     -     "  o; 

c=  "  "         "         "  CO 

d=  "  "        '■        "      N 

As  shown  above  we  can  convert  these  percent- 
ages at  once  into  percentages  by  weight.  Let  us  take 
X  units  by  weight  of  the  flue  gas  and  at  once  the  per- 
centages by  weight  become 

44  a                    28  c 
C0,  = C0  = 


32  b 
0.  = N. 


X 

28  d 


X  X 

and  the  following  equations  may  be  written  at  once: 
Weight  of  carbon  burned  to  CO,  in  x  uaits  by  -weight  of  gas 

12 
=  —  X  44a  =  12a 
44 

Weight  of  carbon  burned  to  CO  in  x  units  by  weight  of  gas 

12 
=  —  X  2Sc  =  12c 
28 

Total  weight  of  carbon  burned  in  x  units  by  weight  of  gas 

=  12  (a-l-c) 
Total  weight  of  carbon  burned  per  unit  by  weight  of  gas 

12  (a  -f-  c) 


Total   weight   of   gas    generated   per   lb.    of   carbon 


12  (a  +  c) 

The  constituents  of  this  last  weight  are  as  follows: 
Weight  of  CO;  per  lb.  of  carbon  burned 

44ax                        44a 
=  w  = = lbs. 


12x(a-fc)       12  (a-l-c) 
Weight  of  O,  per  lb.  of  carbon  burned  =  w,  =  - 


32b 


12  (a  +  c) 


lbs. 


Weight  of  CO  per  lb.  of  carbon  burned  =  w, 


28c 


12  (a -he) 


lbs. 


28d 


lbs. 


Weight  of  N,  per  lb.  of  carbon  burned  =  W4  = 

12  (a-f-c) 
Total  weight  of  gases  wg  per  lb.  of  fuel  burned,  if  there 
are  proportions  of  carbon  by  weight  in  fuel  is 

C  (44a  -I-  32b  +  28c  -|-  28d) 

Wg-  =  ^ lbs. 

12  (a  -I-  c) 
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C  (11a  +  Sb  +  7c  +  7  d) 


(3) 


(3a  +  3c) 

Substituting  in  the  three  different  formulas  we  derive 
results  as  shown. 

N  79.3 

3.032  ( )  X  C  =  3.032  ( )  X  .8152  =  20.22  .  (1) 

CO,  +  CO  S.6  +  1.1 

CO,  XI  CO +  0  8.6  +  0.55  +  11 

11.52  X X  C  +  34.56  H  =  11.52  X 

CO,  +  CO  8.6  +  1.1 

X  .8152  +  36.56  X  .1101  =  ?3.54 (2) 

C(lla+8b+7c+7d)       .8152(11x8.6+8x11  +7X1.1+7X79.3) 

(3a  +  3c)                                     3X8.6  +  3X1.1 
=  25.6 (3) 

4.  The  weight  of  flue  gases  per  pound  of  fuel. 
Since  we  have  computed  in  3  the  pounds  of  air  sup- 
plied per  pound  of  fuel  evidently  if  we  add  to  this 
weight  (1 — A),  where  A  is  the  proportion  of  ash  per 
pound  of  fuel  we  have  at  once  the  weight  of  flue 
gases  per  pound  of  fuel.  Taking  the  result  obtained 
from  the  accurate  formula  3  in  the  above,  we  have  for 
our   illustrative   example 

Weight  of  flue  gases  per  pound  of  fuel  =  25.6  +  1  ^  26.6 

5.  The  ratio  of  the  air  supplied  per  pound  of  fuel 
to  that  theoretically  required.  The  nitrogen  in  the 
flue-gas  represents  the  nitrogen  content  in  the  whole 
amount  of  air  supplied  since  as  we  have  previously 
seen,  nitrogen  is  an  inactive  substance  and  does  not 
enter  into  combination  in  flue  gases.  The  free  oxygen 
which  is  shown  in  the  analysis  indicates  an  overstipply. 
Now  each  unit  voltune  of  03'ygen  is  accompanied  in 
air  by  3.782  volumes  of  nitrogen.  Hence  the  actual 
quantity  of  air  necessary  for  perfect  combustion  is 
proportional  to  N  —  3.782  O.  The  rate  of  air  supplied 
to  air  theoretically  required  is,  therefore 

N 


N  — 3.782  O 
79.3 


79.3- 


-  =  2.05 


-3.782  X  11.0 

As  a  check  on  the  above  result  let  us  apply  the 
ratio  of  results  computed  in  3  and  2. 


25.6 


ratio  =  - 


:2.00 


12.92 

which  is  practically  identical.  An  error  is  liable  to 
creep  in  the  analysis  of  the  fuel,  the  chimney  gas  or 
in  both,  consequently  great  care  must  be  observed  if 
trtie   and   concordant  restdts   are  desired. 

6.     The  heat  balance — 

(a)  The  heat  lost  in  the  flue  gases.  In  our  study 
of  economizers  we  have  previously  found  on  page 
267,  that  the  heat  lost  in  the  flue-gases  per  pound 
of  fuel  is  0.24  W  (T  — t),  in  which  W  is  the  weight  of 
gases  formed  per  pound  of  fuel,  0.24  the  specific  heat, 
T  the  outgoing  temperature  of  the  gases  and  t  the  en 
tering  temperature.  Hence  substituting  our  value  for 
\\'   obtained  in  4,  we  have 

0.24  W  (T  —  t)  =  0.24  X  25.6  (535  —  9S)  =  26S3  B.t.u. 

Substituting  in  Dulong's  formula  derived  on  page 
250,  I  find  the  total  heat  \'alue  of  the  fuel  to  be 

0 
14,600  C  +  62,000  (H )  +  4000  S 


.0692 

=.14,600  X  .8152  +  62,000  (.1101 )  +  4000  X  .0055 

8 
=  18,202  B.t.u. 
Hence  percentage  of  heat  loss  in  flue  gases 

2683 

= =  14.7 

18202 

(b)  Loss  due  to  moisture  formed  by  burning  of 
hydrogen.  On  page  250  we  have  the  following  for-, 
mula  for  losses  of  this  nature : 

Heat  loss  in  moisture  per  lb.  of  fuel=(9H  +  W)  [212.9  —  t 
+  970.4  +  0.48  (to  — 212)1 
Since  our  analysis  shows  no  water  present  as  such 
in  fuel  W  ==  O.    Hence,  substituting,  we  have 
9  X  .1101  [212.9  —  98  +  970.4  +  0.48  (535  —  212) ]  =  1326    B.t.u. 
Hence  percentage  heat  lost  in  moisture 

1326 

= =7.3% 

18202 

(c)  Loss  due  to  incomplete  combustion  of  car- 
bon. Since  on  page  329,  we  find  that  14,600  B.t.u. 
should  be  given  out  in  perfect  combustion,  we  have 
a  definite  loss  when  carbon  monoxide  is  formed  as 
only  4450  B.t.u.  are  given  out  per  pound.  Hence  such 
a  loss  is  evidently  computed  Ij}-  the  formula, 

10,150  CO 

CX 

CO,  +  CO 

10,150  X  1.1 

.8152  X =  938  B.t.u. 

8.6  +  1.1 

Idence  percentage  heat  lost  in  incomplete  com- 
bustion 

938 

= =  5.2% 

18202 

(d)  Loss  due  to  superheated  steam  used  in  spra}'- 
ing  oil  is 

0.48Wa  (T  — ta) 

in  which  \\\  is  the  lb.  of  steam  ttsed  in  atomiza- 
tion  per  lb.  of  fuel,  T  the  temperature  of  out-going 
gases,  ta  the  temperature  of  the  steam  used  in  ato- 
mization  and  K  is  the  specific  heat  of  superheated 
steam  for  the  range.     Substituting 

0.48Wn  (T  — 1»)  =  0.48  X  0.770  (535  —  352)  =  67.5   B.t.u. 

Hence  percentage  heat  lost  in  superheated  steam 
of  atomization 

67.5 

= =  0.4% 

18202 

(e)  Stray  losses.  Under  this  column  is  classed 
all  other  losses ;  such  as,  radiation,  air  drafts,  etc.  This 
is  compiled  by  adding  all  the  entire  losses  together 
with  the  heat  absorbed  by  the  boiler  and  subtracting 
this  total  from  the  total  calorific  value  of  the  fuel.  In 
performing  this  operation,  we  find  that  in  this  case 
the  total    stra}'  loss  is  1452.5  B.t.u.    Hence  stray  loss 

1452.5 

= =  7.9% 

18202 

(f)  Ileat  absorbed  l)y  boiler.  This  is  computed 
l)y  taking  into  account  the  total  heat  represented  in 
the  pounds  of  steam  formed  per  pound  of  fuei  con- 
sumed as  illustrated  in  detail  on  page  332.  In  our 
example  here  given,  we  have  total  heat  absorbed  by 
the  boiler 
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12.10  X  9V0.4  =  11735  B.t.u.  per  lb.  of  oil  fuel. 

Hence  boiler  efficiency 

11735 

= 64.5% 

18202 

Thermotwisters. 
1.  In  a  government  test  on  a  marine  boiler  made  with 
California  oil  the  following  data  were  taken.  Tbe  analysis 
by  weight  of  the  oil  fuel  was  as  follows:  Carbon  SI. 52%; 
hydrogen  11.01%;  sulphur  0.55%;  oxygen  6.92%.  The  analysis 
of  the  chimney  gases  by  means  of  an  Orsat  apparatus  was 
by  volume  as  follows:  Carbon  dioxide  6.6%;  oxygen  12.6%; 
carbon  monoxide  0.4%;  nitrogen  SO. 4%.  The  temperature 
of  the  boiler  room  was  96°  F.,  the  temperature  escaping 
chimney  gases  743°  P.  and  the  temperature  of  the  atomizing 
steam  378°  P.  The  equivalent  evaporation  from  and  at 
212"  F.  was  11.19  lb.  of  water  per  lb.  of  fuel  oil.  Determine 
the  heat  balance  for  the  test. 


SOLUTION    OF  THERMOTWISTERS— NINTH    LECTURE. 

1.  A  stack  is  125  ft.  high.  The  flue  gases  have  a  tempera- 
ture of  475°  P.,  and  the  outside  air  is  at  60°  P.,  atmospheric 
pressure  being  14.7  lb.  per  sq.  in.  How  many  inches  of 
water  will  the  draft  gauge  read? 

On  page  397,  I  find  the  following  formula  for  draft  in 
inches  of  water: 

1              1 
D  =  0.52Hp[ 2 


Ti 


n 

( )T, 

n  +  1 


where    H  =  125,    p  =  14.7, 
assume  n^25. 


Ti  =  459.4  +  60,    T,  =  459.4  +  475, 


.D=0.52  X  125  X  14.7  [- 


519.4 


25 

—  (934.4) 
26 


-] 


=  956  [0.001925  —  0.001113]  =  0.78  ins.     Ans. 

2.  It  is  desired  to  design  a  stack  to  bum  anthracite 
buckwheat  coal  to  accommodate  2000  boiler  horsepower. 
What  are  the  proper  dimensions  at  sea-level? 

In  order  to  apply  Kent's  tables  given  on  page  398,  it  is 
necessary  to  reduce  2000  boiler  horsepower  to  the  horse- 
power assumed  by  Kent. 

1  boiler  horsepower  is  equivalent  to  34.5  X  970.4  =:  33,500 
B.t.u.  per  hr. 

Assuming  1  lb.  of  coal  to  have  a  calorific  value  of  14,000 
B.tu.,  5  lb.  will  have  5  X  14,000  =  70,000.  Hence  it  is  evi- 
dent that  a  stack  designed  from  Kent's  horsepower  assump- 
tion will  be  ample  even  though  our  boilers  operate  under 
50%  efficiency. 

I  find  on  page  398  that  the  proper  height  for  a  stack  to 
burn  anthracite  buckwheat  coal  is  150  ft.  Hence  looking 
in  the  table  I  find  that  the  effective  area  for  2130  horsepower 
is  52.23  sq.  ft.,  requiring  a  total  area  of  56.75  sq.  ft.  or  a  diam- 
eter of  102  inches.  An  equivalent  square  chimney  would  be 
91  inches.    Ans. 


PACIFIC  COAST  GAS  ASSOCIATION. 

The  recently  adopted  constitution  and  by-laws  of 
the  Pacific  Coast  Gas  Association  have  appeared  re- 
cently in  printed  form  and  are  being  distributed  to 
the  members  of  the  association.  The  paper  of  C.  L. 
Cory  on  Rates  for  Gas  Service  is  also  being-  distributed 
in  printed  form,  according  to  the  desires  expressed  at 
the  recent  convention.  The  wrinkles  reported  at  the 
last  convention   appear  in  the  following  pages. 


WRINKLE  NO.   1. 

DEVICE  FOR  HANDLING  LUBRICATING  OILS 

IN  SMALL  GAS  WORKS. 

BT  F.   H.    HESS. 

Illustnated  below  is  a  sketch  describing  a  simple 
device  for  handling  lubricating  oils  in  a  small  gas 
works.  It  is  made  by  making  six-piece  crates  for  ordi- 
nary five-gallon  square  cans  and   extending  the   side 
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Device  for  Handling  Lubricating  Oils  in  Small  Gas 
Works. 

braces  above  the  cans  sufficiently  to  allow  hooks  for 
suspension  on  a  gas  pipe  shaft.  This  shaft  may  be 
supported  by  simple  braces  from  the  studs  of  the 
building.  A  galvanized  iron  trough  on  the  floor  is  a 
good  plan  for  catching  all  the  oil  spilled. 

WRINKLE  NO.  2. 
SPLIT  T-BOLTS  FOR  HOLDER  PATCHES. 

BY    D.    J.    TOUNG. 

Some  time  ago  it  became  necessary  to  patch  two 
large  holes  in  a  300,000  ft.  holder  which  was  in  regular 
use.  The  writer  has  had  some  experience  with  T- 
bolts  for  this  purpose,  but  on  account  of  the  size  of 
the  patch  we  tried  to  get  something  better,  and  finally 
devised  a  split  T-bolt,  which  is  shown  in  the  accom- 
panying sketches.  On  account  of  being  unable  to 
purchase  this  type  of  bolt  we  were  compelled  to  make 
them  in  order  to  do  a  satisfactory  job.  These  were 
made  of  half-inch  round  brass  rods  bent  and  threaded 
as  shown  in  the  sketch. 

One  great  advantage  in  the  use  of  this  bolt  over 
the  ordinary  T-bolt  is  the  fact  that  the  hole  through 
which  it  is  placed  in  the  holder  sheet  is  but  very  little 
larger  than  the  diameter  of  the  bolt,  and  the  work 
can  be  done  with  practically  no  inconvenience  from 
escaping  gas. 
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Fig.    1.     Split   T-Bolt    in    Place. 


D— Split  bolt. 

E — Grummet. 

F — Nut  which  holds  patch  in  place. 

G — Rope  gasket. 

Figure  3  shows  the  location  of  the  bolts,  giving 
practically  a  reinforcing  ring  inside  of  the  patch.  The 
size  of  the  patch  that  we  applied  was  48  inches  square ; 
is  perfectly  gas  tight  and  gives  no  trouble  whatever. 

WRINKLE  NO.  3. 
A  TREADMILL  FOR  AUTOMOBILES. 

BT  WALILACE   H.    FOSTER. 

The  device  illustrated  was  suggested  from  experi- 
ments in  constructing  a  compressor  automobile  for 
testing  high  pressure  gas  mains.  In  the  case  in  mind, 
the  compressor  was  mounted  on  the  frame  of  an  old 
automobile,  power  being  transmitted  to  the  com- 
pressor by  friction  pulleys  which  were  driven  by  con- 
tact with  the  rear  tires  after  the  hind  end  of  the  car 
had  been  jacked  up  to  clear  wheels  from  the  ground. 
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Split    T-Bolt    Drawn    Apart. 
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Fig.    3.     Bolt    Location. 

It  might  be  interesting  to  know  that  we  tempor- 
arily closed  the  large  hole  by  the  use  of  surgeons' 
plaster  and  soap,  using  the  surgeons'  plaster  to  hold 
the  soap  in  place,  and  it  worked  very  well  as  a  tem- 
porary patch. 

Explanation  of  Sketch. 

Figures  1  and  2 : 

A — Sheet  of  holder. 

B— Patch. 

C — Lock-nut  to  hold  bolt  in  place,  until  all  bolts 
are  set. 
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A    Treadmill    for    Automobiles. 

This  operated  successfully,  but  the  automobile 
could  be  used  for  nothing  but  testing  gas  mains.  The 
device  illustrated  can  be  used  with  any  automobile  and 
the  car  is  still  available  for  other  uses. 

A  circulating  water  tank  should  also  be  provided 
on  the  treadmill  and  this  by  very  simple  hose  connec- 
tions could  be  used  to  cool  the  auto  engine  as  well  as 
the  compressor. 

WRINKLE  NO.  4. 

AUTOMOBILE  DRIP  WAGON. 

BY    W.    R.    MORGAN. 

The  illustration  shown  is  an  automobile  drip 
wagon  used  in  the  street  main  department  of  the  San 
Francisco  Gas  &  Electric  Company  at  San  Francisco. 
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An    Automobile    Drip    Wagon. 

The  electrically-driven   auto  has  a 

Rated  speed  of 11  miles  per  hr. 

Average  distance  traveled  daily 20  miles 

Capacity  of  tank 230  gals. 

Weight  of  tank,  auto  and  2  men 2700  lbs. 

Drips  are  pumped  by  means  of  a  INIansfield  force 
pump  mounted  on  the  wagon. 

WRINKLE   NO.   5. 
TEST  FOR  NAPHTHALENE  (C  H.^)  IN  ILLUMI- 
NATING  GAS. 

BY    R.     H.     BURDICK. 

Apparatus  Required. 

1  vacuum  pump  or  aspirator,  1  wet  laboratory  or 
photometer  meter,  1  burette  graduated  in  cu.  cms.,  4 
wash  bottles,  1  500  c.c.  flask,  1  500  or  700  c.c.  beaker, 
1  25  c.c.  pipette  or  measure,  1  funnel,  1  Bunsen  burner, 
I  water  bath,  filter  papers,  perforated  corks,  rubber 
and  glass  tubing. 

The   Solutions   Required. 

Distilled  water.     Indicator — Lacmoid  in  alcohol. 

Standard  picric  acid  (CoHsNaOi),  Solution — 11.59 
grams  picric  acid  crystals  dissolved  in  300  c.  c.  to  350 
c.c. ;  alsolute  alcohol,  to  which  is  added,  distilled  water 
to  make  1  litre.  Caution — Salts  of  this  acid  are  ex- 
plosive. 

Standard  Caustic  Soda  Solution — 20.27  grams  so- 
dium h3'droxide  dissolved  in  distilled  water  to  make 
1  litre. 

1  c.c.  Alkali  solution  =  10  c.  c.  Acid  solution  = 
1  grain  naphthalene. 

Note — In  the  following  test  as  little  rubber  tubing 
as  possible  should  be  used,  as  rubber  has  a  marked 
affinity  for  naphthalene.  Glass  tubing  with  short  rub- 
ber connecting  nipples  is  preferable. 

Qualitative  Test. 

Pass  about  5  cu.  ft.  of  gas  slowl}^  through  2  wash 
bottle  in  series,  containing  50  c.c.  each  of  the  picric 
acid  solution.  The  formation  of  a  yellow-white  pre- 
cipitate (Naphthalene  Picrate — Cm  Hs  Co  Ha  Na  O^)  in 
.the  solution,  denotes  the  presence  of  naphthalene.  If 
no  precipitate  appears  the  gas  is  practically  free  from 
naphthalene. 

Quantative  Test. 

Place  100  c.c.  of  the  Standard  Picric  Acid  Solu- 
tion in  4  wash  bottles  (25  c.c.  in  each)  adding  50  c.c. 
distilled  water  to  each  bottle. 

Using   as    little    rubber   tubing   as    possible,    join 


the  4  bottles  in  series.  Connect  the  outlet  of  the  last 
bottle  to  the  inlet  of  the  test  meter.  Pass  about  5 
cu.  ft.  of  gas  through  the  apparatus,  at  the  rate  of  1 
cu.  ft.  per  hour,  noting  occasionally  the  temperature 
of  gas  at  the  meter. 

At  the  end  of  the  required  time,  shut  off  the  gas, 
disconnect  the  wash  bottles  and  rinse  the  contents 
of  all  4  into  a  500  c.c.  flask  with  a  little  distilled  water 
or  alcohol. 

Cork  flask  with  perforated  stopper,  containing  a 
short  piece  of  glass  tubing,  fitted  on  the  outer  end 
with  a  small  length  of  rubber  tubing  and  pinch  cock. 

Connect  to  vacuum  pump  and  aspirate  contents  of 
the  flask  for  15  minutes,  to  remove  any  air,  gas  or 
alcohol  vapors  which  may  be  present. 

Close  pinch  cock  and  place  flask  in  water  bath, 
and  heat  gently  until  precipitate  disappears.  (N.  B. — 
Before  heating  it  is  well  to  tie  cork  tightly  into  flask). 

Upon  the  disappearance  of  the  precipitate,  allow 
the  flask  to  cool,  still  corked,  for  3  or  4  hours,  shaking 
from  time  to  time  to  wash  down  any  precipitate  which 
may  cling  to  the  sides  of  neck. 

The  naphthalene  picrate  (yellow-white  precipi- 
tate) should  at  the  end  of  this  time,  settle  to  the  bot- 
tom of  the  flask. 

Filter  the  solution  into  a  500  or  700  c.c.  beaker, 
using  a  small  quantity  of  distilled  water  to  wash  pre- 
cipitate. To  the  contents  of  the  beaker  add  a  few 
drops  of  lacmoid  indicator.  Titrate  against  the  Stand- 
ard Caustic  Soda  Solution  which  has  previously  been 
placed  in  the  burette,  and  note  the  point  at  which  the 
solution  in  the  beaker  turns  from  yellow-brown  to 
green.  In  adding  the  Standard  Caustic  Soda  Solution, 
do  so  slowly,  stirring  the  contents  of  the  beaker  with 
a  glass  rod. 

Every  c.c.  of  Standard  Caustic  Soda  Solution, 
less  than  10  c.c,  required  to  neutralize  the  liquid  in 
the  beaker,  denotes  1  grain  of  naphthalene  in  the  gas 
passed  during  the  test.  This  number  of  c.c.  of  the 
Caustic  Soda  Solution  (or  grains  of  naphthalene) 
divided  by  the  cu.  ft.  of  gas  passed — corrected  to 
60°  F.  and  30'  Barom. — and  multiplied  by  100  will 
give  the  grains  of  naphthalene  per  100  cu.  ft  of  gas. 

Example. 

100  c.c.  of  acid  sol.  was  placed  in  4  bottles  as 
directed  above. 

4.5  cu.  ft  of  gas  (corrected  to  60  and  30)  were 
passed. 

9.3  c.c.  of  caustic  soda  sol.  were  required  to  neu- 
tralize the  filtrate  and  washings  (contents  of  beaker). 

Then—         10.0  c.c. 
—  9.3  c.c. 


4.5  c.f/  .7  c.c. 


.155  grain  per  cu.  ft. 

xioo 


15.5  grains  of  naphthalene  per  100  cu.  ft. 

Of  the   various   constituents   of  the   hydrocarbon 
group  in  illuminating  gas,  naphthalene  alone  has  an 
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affinity  for  picric  acid,  which  is  the  basis  of  the  fore- 
going test.  For  greatest  accuracy  the  Picric  Acid  So- 
hition  should  be  kept  as  near  60°  F.  as  possible.  If 
unpurified  gas  is  to  be  tested  it  is  well  to  place  a 
wash  bottle  containing  50  c.c.  of  10  per  cent  oxalic  acid 
between  the  gas  supply  and  the  first  picric  acid  wash 
bottle,  to  remove  an}-  ammonia  that  may  be  present. 
This  oxalic  acid  should  be  discarded  when  the  wash 
bottles  are  disconnected. 

Formulae. 

The  standard  solutions  are  based  on  the  following: 
Picric  Acid  +  Naphthalene  =  Naphthalene  Picrate 
GHsNsO.  +  G.  Hs  =  do  Hs,  G  Ha  Ns  Ot,  or  229.15 
parts  of  picric  acid  combine  with  128.06  parts  of  naph- 
thalene and  also  with  40.058  parts  of  sodium  h3fdroxide 
(NaOH).  Therefore  1.789  grains  of  picric  acid  com- 
bine with  1  grain  of  naphthalene  and  also  with  .3128 
grains  of  sodium  hydroxide.  Reducing  to  grams — 
.115953  gram  of  picric  acid  combines  with  1  gram  of 
naphthalene,  also  with  .020269  gram  of  sodium  hydrox- 
ide, which  is  the  quantity  of  acid  and  alkali  required 
per  c.c.  of  standard  solution. 

Difficulty  was  experienced  in  dissolving  115.935 
grams  of  picric  acid  in  a  litre  of  alcohol  or  alcohol  and 
distilled  water,  hence  the  acid  solution  noted  in  the 
foregoing,  is  reduced  to  1/lOth  standard  strength. 
With  20.269  grams  of  sodium  hydroxide  to  1  litre 
of  solution  and  11.593  grams  of  picric  acid  to  1  litre 
of  solution,  the  following  equation  is  deduced ;  1  c.c. 
Standard  Caustic  Soda  Solution  =  10  c.c.  Picric  Acid 
Solution  =  1  gram  of  Napthalene. 

WRINKLE   NO.   6. 
MAINTENANCE  OF  REGULATORS. 

BY    W.    J.    DORR. 

We  have  a  large  number  of  individual  high  pres- 
sure regulators  that  have  been  in  continuous  service 
for  years,  some  of  which  cause  trouble  on  account  of 
the  diaphragm  becoming  dry  and  sticky.  To  remove 
all  such  regulators,  bring  them  to  the  shop  and  repair 
them  would  mean  considerable  expense,  and  in  order 
to  avoid  this  expense  we  make  a  house  to  house  can- 
vass, examining  all  regulators  and  in  cases  where  they 
are  working  hard  or  leaking  slightly,  we  pour  about 
an  ounce  and  a  half  of  neatsfoot  oil  onto  the  diaphragm. 
This  fills  up  the  pores  of  the  leather  and  makes  it 
pliable  again.  At  the  same  time  an  inspection  is  made 
of  the  meters,  and  the  consumers  are  interviewed  to 
ascertain  if  the  service  is  entirely  satisfactory. 

WRINKLE   NO.   7. 
A  TANK  REMOVAL. 

BY  SHERWOOD   GROVER. 

The  following  is  the  general  description  of  the 
story  illustrated  in  the  photographs. 

Owing  to  improvement  of  the  water  front  by  the 
City  of  Oakland,  a  strip  of  our  property  150  ft.  wide 
was  condemned  for  a  water  front  street.  It  so  hap- 
pened that  our  30,000  barrel  oil  storage  tank  was 
located  on  this  property,  and  it  became  necessary  to 
move  the  tank  to  a  new  location.  The  most  advan- 
tageous location  was  chosen  and  new  pile  concrete 
foundation  installed,  and  the  next  proljlem  was  to  get 
the  tank  on  new  foundation,  for  between  the  old  loca- 
tion and  the  new  stood  an  immense  pile  of  lampblack. 


the  top  of  it  being  higher  than  the  tank  itself.  Bids 
were  requested  for  the  moving  of  the  tank.  Among 
the  bidders  one  contractor  was  very  much  lower  than 
all  the  others  and  secured  the  work.  On  being  asked 
why  his  figure  was  so  much  lower  than  the  rest,  he 


Tank  Beyond  Crest  of  Lampblack  Pile  Approaching 
New   Foundation. 

replied  that  he  supposed  these  other  fellows  were 
figuring  on  moving  the  tank  around  the  pile  of  lamp- 
black, in  which  event  it  would  be  necssary  for  them  to 
pass  over  and  make  use  of  some  of  the  construction 
work  of  the  contractors  who  were  building  the  sea- 
wall for  the  City  of  Oakland,  and  these  contractors, 
thinking  there  was  no  other  way  to  move  the  tank 
around,  were  holding  everybody  up  for  a  stiflf  price 
to  get  past  their  work.  When  asked  what  he  was 
going  to  do,  he  replied  he  would  jump  the  lampblack 
pile.  The  pictures  show  how  this  was  done,  and  the 
dates  on  the  back  indicate  the  progress  made.  The  last 
picture  dated  April  5th,  shows  the  tank  resting  on  new 
foundation.  Before  lowering  the  tank  on  foundation, 
a  heavy  coating  of  asphaltum  was  applied  to  the  tank 
bottom,  and  the  time  necessary  for  this  work  was  in- 
cluded in  the  time  of  moving  the  tank. 
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Tank   Raised   from   Foundation   and   Resting   on 
Frames. 

I  might  add  that  this  tank  has  traveled  some,  for 
it  originally  came  from  the  San  Francisco  company, 
and  was  located  at  the  North  Beach  District.  A  de- 
scription of  the  first  moving  of  this  lank  across  the 
bay  was  gi\en  lo  the  members  of  the  association  at 
that  time. 

The  tank  was  not  damaged  in  any  way  during  its 
passage  over  the  lampblack  pile. 
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Some  twenty  thousand  human  beings  travelled  to 
Palo  Alto  last  Saturday  to  witness  the  great  inter- 
collegiate football  struggle  between 
Leland  Stanford  Junior  University 
and  the  University  of  California. 
The  young  men  yelled  themselves 
hoarse  in  support  of  the  team  of  their  choice,  while 
their  pretty  sisters  so  soon  to  wield  the  ballot  vied 
with  each  other  in  so  bedecking  themselves  that  if 
their  team  failed  to  win  by  force,  a  soft  spot  in  the 
heart  of  the  onlooker  was  sure  to  be  reached  in  any 
event.  Old  men  and  staid  matrons  looked  on  and 
weighed  the  merits  of  the  game  of  football  in  their 
minds  in  an  endeavor  to  come  to  a  conclusion  as  to 
whether  football  and  an  unkempt  beard  should  be  both 
classed  together ;  namely,  as  "unnecessary  roughness." 
Be  this  as  it  may,  no  one  could  look  upon  such 
an  inspiring  sight  composed  of  the  best  of  California 
gathered  from  every  nook  and  corner  of  the  great 
Poppy  State  without  doing  some  serious  thinking.  To 
the  engineer  it  was  an  inspiration  to  see  the  orderly 
manner  in  which  the  crowds  were  handled.  Especially 
was  the  long  line  of  automobiles  most  interesting. 
It  is  doubtful  if  ever  in  the  history  of  California— 
and  citizens  of  California  by  the  way  possess  more 
automobiles  than  any  other  State  in  the  union  with 
but  one  exception — were  there  so  many  automobiles 
gathered  together  in  one  small  town.  Citizens  of  cities 
a  hundred  to  a  hundred  and  fifty  miles  distant  came 
with  automobiles  bedecked  with  flying  colors.  Many 
and  varied  were  the  opinions  expressed  as  to  the  con- 
dition of  the  roads  encountered.  The  expenditure 
of  the  millions  appropriated  for  good  roads  by  the  last 
State  legislature  will  be  watched  with  added  interest. 


The  recent  bridge  failure  near  Auburn,  California, 
in  which  an  investment  of  over  four  hundred  thousand 
dollars     was     jeopardized,      brings 
Dam  forcibly    to     mind    not    only    the 

Failures  question     of    investment    to     the 

owners,  but  also  the  risk  of  life 
and  property  of  others  in  the  failure  of  enterprises 
of  such  magnitude.  Possibly  to  the  superstitious  the 
beginning  of  a  name  with  "Au"  will  in  the  future  in- 
spire awe.  For  the  technical  press  throughout  the 
country  is  alive  with  comments  on  disasters  to  proj- 
ects beginning  with  those  two  letters. 

Two  forceful  examples  of  improperly  designed 
engirieering  structure  are  the  large  masonry  dam  at 
Austin,  Tex.,  which  failed  in  1900,  and  also  the  recent 
horrifying  catastrophe  at  Austin,  Pa.,  on  September 
30th  last.  It  seems  that  the  engineer  called  in  for  con- 
sultation when  the  weakness  in  the  latter  dam  was 
first  discovered,  estimated  a  horizontal  thrust  of  78,031 
lb.  per  lineal  foot  of  dam  and  a  vertical  downward 
weight  of  113,190  lb.  per  lineal  foot.  It  is  well  known 
that  the  force  resisting  failure  or  sliding  is  equal  to 
the  product  of  the  downward  weight  and  coefficient 
of  sliding  friction.  Exceed  this  amount  by  a  trifle  ex- 
cess, and  those  who  have  walked  forth  on  a  frosty 
and  icy  morning  in  our  northern  latitudes  can  testify 
the  acceleration  with  which  nature's  laws  act  by  the 
bumps  received  in  the  rear  of  the  anatomy. 

In  the  instance  cited  above  it  is  evident  that  the 
coefficient  of  slipping  should  be  as  large  as  0.69  in 
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order  to  prevent  disaster  and  yet  the  very  best  experi- 
mental data  we  have  for  the  coefficient  of  sliding  fric- 
tion of  one  stratum  of  smooth  stone  on  another 
stratum  is  between  0.4  to  0.5  as  taken  from  the  well 
known  experiments  of  Morin  as  listed  in  Troutwine's 
"Engineer's  Pocket  Book," 

In  reviewing  mentally  the  mammoth  dams  so 
soon  to  be  built  in  the  west  these  two  serious  disasters 
are  horrible  examples  to  ever  bear  in  mind.  The  time 
is  now  at  hand  when  each  western  State  should  have 
a  duly  deputized  inspecting  engineer  whose  duty  it 
should  be  to  check  over  the  computations  and  pry  into 
the  construction  of  projects  of  magnitude  of  this  sort. 
This  would  mean  safety  and  security  guaranteed  to 
life  and  porperty  and  at  the  same  time  would  give 
added  confidence  to  investors. 

Indeed,  without  corrective  steps  undertaken  at 
once  to  insure  safety  of  life  and  propert}'-  in  the  future, 
there  will  be  no  dams  by  a  power  site  and  wide  awake 
promoters  should  realize  that  possibly  there  may  not 
be  forthcoming  the  money  for  power  by  a  damsite ! ! 


Some 

Simple 

Arithmetic 


The  proposed  power  projects  in  the  West  which 
are  daily  announced  in  the  press,  cause  many  serious 
thinkers  to  wonder  where  on  earth 
a  market  can  ever  be  found  to 
utilize  such  an  enormous  output 
of  power  contemplated  in  these 
vast  development  schemes.  It  is  interesting  to  use 
a  little  simple  arithmetic  and  the  problem  is  easy  of 
solution. 

In  the  enterprising  city  of  Ontario  in  southern 
California  an  underground  system  of  supply  conduits 
has  been  scientifically  constructed  and  in  successful 
operation  for  many  years.  It  has  been  found  that  a 
rancher  owning  ten  acres  of  land  in  combination  with 
twent}^-nine  other  ranchers  owning  each  ten  acres  of 
land  can  successfully  and  properly  irrigate  his  land 
for  citrus  fruits  and  for  small  farm  products  by  the 
use  of  but  one  share  in  a  joint  ownership  of  thirty 
miner's  inches  of  water.  The  water  is  scientifically 
applied  day  and  night  and  no  appreciable  waste  of  any 
sort  is  allowed. 

What  does  this  mean? 

It  means  that  one-tenth  of  a  miner's  inch  of 
water  under  scientific  application  is  amply  sufficient 
to^  irrigate  an  acre  of  arid  land.  Thousands— yes, 
millions  of  acres  of  arid  lands  are  available  for  irri- 
gation in  the  West  by  raising  the  water  from  60  to 
180  feet.  Such  choice  lands  readily  bring  from  $150 
to  $250  per  acre  when  properly  watered,  while  in  their 
arid  state  they  go  begging  at  from  $15  to  $25  per  acre 
It  is  true  that  the  duty  of  water  will  in  general  vary 
with  character  of  soil,  crops  to  be  raised,  natural 
rainfall  and  other  variables,  but  the  Ontario  example 
is  illustrative  of  what  scientific  application  can  do. 

One  miner's  inch  of  water  is  by  statute  1.5  cu.  ft. 
per  min.  Hence,  since  1  cu.  ft.  of  water  weighs  62.5 
lbs,  to  raise  one-tenth  of  a  miner's  inch  of  water  60 

62.5  X  1.5  X  60 

ft.,  will  require =  56  2  foot  pounds  of 

10 

energy   every   minute   of  time.     Let   us   suppose   that 
our  electric  pump  operates  at  50  per  cent  efficiency. 


Hence,  to  irrigate  one  acre  of  ground  will  require  1124 
foot  pounds  of  energy  every  minute.  But  it  requires 
33,000  foot  pounds  of  energy  utilized  every  minute  to 
consume  one  horsepower.  Hence  to  properly  irrigate 
an  acre  of  land  under  scientific  development,  raising 
the  water  60  ft.  requires  but  0.0341  of  a  horsepower. 

The  remarkably  steady  operation  of  electric  pumps 
necessary  in  scientific  irrigation  makes  a  most  ideal 
hydroelectric  load — for  the  load  is  even  and  uniform 
day  and  night.  The  horror  of  unwieldly  peaks  never 
stares  the  operating  manager  in  the  face  when  supply- 
ing power  for  electrically  operated  pumps  planned 
for  the  scientific  and  economic  irrigation  of  arid  lands. 
Such  being  the  case  profits  can  be  realized  in  the  sale 
of  power  at  the  lowest  rates.  A  rate  of  $30  to  $-^0  per 
horsepower  per  year  for  such  a  load  as  is  proposed, 
would  make  big  dividend  payers  to  nearly  all  the  pro- 
posed hydroelectric  installations  which  have  been 
favorably  reported  upon  by  competent  engineers. 
Assuming  a  rate  of  $40  per  horsepower  per  year,  this 
would  mean  a  cost  for  power  of  but  0.0341  X  $40.00  = 
$1.36  per  acre  per  year;  compared  to  the  enormous 
crops  raised  on  western  irrigated  lands,  this  cost 
per  acre  is  trifling  in  consideration. 

Let  us  bear  in  mind  for  a  minute  that  in  the  State 
of  Idaho  alone,  the  State  engineer  has  estimated  that 
there  are  in  his  State  acreages  by  the  millions  that 
can  be  irrigated  by  raising  the  waters  not  higher 
than  100  feet.  It  requires  but  a  small  extension  of  our 
figures  given  above  to  see  that  not  only  is  this  cheap 
supply  of  power,  causing  the  desert  to  blossom  as  the 
rose,  a  substantial  profit-making  load  for  the  hydro- 
electric plant  but  the  total  aggregate  of  power  that 
will  be  eventually  utilized  in  reclaiming  the  arid  lands 
of  the  West  will  require  horsepower  by  the  millions. 

The  San  Joaquin  valley  and  districts  in  the 
vicinity  of  Visalia,  California,  though  wonders  of  ac- 
complishment in  lands  reclaimed  by  electrically  oper- 
ated pumps,  are  but  feeble  illustrations  of  the 
future  possibilities  of  ultimate  arid  land  reclamation 
by  lifting  the  water. 

The  city  of  Los  Angeles  seems  almost  on  the 
edge  of  throwing  itself  into  a  fit  of  distemper  in  its 
proposed  ideas  of  floating  its  enormous  power  supply 
soon  to  be  realized  from  the  Los  Angeles  aqueduct. 
This  enterprising  city  has  long  since  won  the  admira- 
tion of  the  world  with  its  strength  and  vigor.  It  is 
surprising  that  a  careful  investigation  is  not  being 
made  looking  to  the  utilization  of  the  surplus  power 
along  the  proposed  aqueduct  in  the  way  of  reclaiming 
large  acreages  of  beautiful  lands  awaiting  "for  little 
drops  of  water  to  be  added  to  the  sand,  which  makes 
a  heap  of  difference  in  the  price  of  the  lands."  Un- 
doubtedh'-  in  would  be  found  that  the  present  clouds 
of  anticipation  in  oversupph^  of  power  would  be  at 
once  dispelled.  This  solution  would  not  only  be  in- 
terest paying  for  water  bonds  outstanding,  but  would 
add  to  Los  Angeles  fruitful  and  populous  valleys  which 
would  pay  her  eternal  tribute. 

The  carefully  planned  government  projects 
of  the  Dakotas  and  the  Flathead  Indian  Reserva- 
tion project  of  Montana  are  illustrations  of  future  pos- 
sibilities to  be  realized  in  scientific  utilization  of  every 
foot-pound  of  available  energy.  It  behooves  those 
interested  in  vast  power  projects  to  be  wide  awake  to 
the  possibilities  of  irrigation. 
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PERSONALS. 

Thomas  Mirk,  of  Hunt,  Mirk  &  Co.,  has  returned  to 
San  Francisco  from  San  Diego  and  Los  Angeles. 

A.  B.  Cass,  president  of  the  Home  Telephone  &  Tele- 
graph Company,  Los  Angeles,  is  at  San  Francisco. 

C.  L.  Chamblin  has  joined  the  office  force  of  the  Califor- 
nia Electrical  Construction  Company  of  San  Francisco. 

F.  N.  Averill,  manager  of  the  Portland  house  of  the 
Fobes  Electric   Supply   Company,   is   at   San   Francisco. 

B.  G.  Williams,  the  construction  manager  of  J.  G.  White 
&  Co.,  has  just  arrived  at  San  Francisco  from  New  York. 

H.  W.  Beecher,  manager  of  Chas.  C.  Moore  &  Co.'s  Seattle 
office,  has  returned  from  an  extensive  trip  throughout  the 
East. 

H.  V.  Carter,  president  of  the  Pacific  States  Electric 
Company,  spent  the  past  week  at  Los  Angeles  and  Mon- 
terey. 

C.  L.  Cory,  has  returned  to  his  San  Francisco  office,  after 
a  business  trip  covering  Los  Angeles,  Santa  Barbara  and  Sat- 
ramento. 

Frank  Fowden,  manager  of  the  Brooks-FoUls  Electric  Cor- 
poration, has  returned  to  San  Francisco  from  a  flying  trip  to 
Los  Angeles. 

C.  H.  Pennoyer,  Pacific  Coast  Manager  of  the  National 
Conduit  &  Cable  Company,  spent  several  days  last  week  in 
Los  Angeles. 

C.  R.  Ray  of  Medford,  Ore.,  who  was  for  several  years 
manager  of  the  Rogue  River  Electric  Power  Company,  Is  at 
San    Francisco. 

W.  H.  Leffingwell,  engineer  for  the  Nevada  Valleys 
Power  Company,  is  at  Reno  on  business  connected  with  the 
new  development. 

Charles  N.  Black,  general  manager  of  the  United  Rail- 
roads of  San  Francisco,  has  been  spending  a  few  days  in 
the  mountains  on   a  hunting  trip. 

J.  B.  Clarkson  and  W.  B.  Lewis  are  again  on  the  road 
for  the  Western  Electric  Company  after  spending  several 
days   at  the   San   Francisco  branch. 

J.  W.  Perry,  manager  of  the  electrical  department  of  the 
H.  W.  Johns-Manville  Company,  is  at  Seattle  on  his  way 
East,  after  a  tour  of  the   Pacific   Coast. 

H.  E.  Hudson,  sales  manager  for  the  Thomas  A.  Edison 
Company,  Inc.,  spent  the  past  week  at  San  Francisco  in  the 
interests   of  the   Edison   primary   batteries. 

Henry  T.  Scott,  president  of  the  Pacific  Telephone  & 
Telegraph  Company,  has  returned  to  San  Francisco  after 
spending  several  weeks  in  the  Eastern  States. 

J.  W.  Gilkyson,  commercial  superintendent  of  the  Pacific 
Telephone  &  Telegraph  Company's  Southern  Division,  was  a 
recent  arrival  at  San  Francisco  from  Los  Angeles. 

Patrick  Calhoun,  president  of  the  United  Railroads,  will 
be  at  San  Francisco  during  the  coming  week  and  will  attend 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  company,  November  22. 

H.  J.  Baker,  of  the  Hunt-Mirk  Company,  has  returned  to 
San  Francisco,  after  spending  several  days  at  Pasadena,  in- 
stalling another  unit  for  the  municipal  lighting  plant. 

C.  G.  Pyle,  Los  Angeles  manager  for  the  Standard  Un- 
derground Cable  Company,  is  receiving  the  congratulations 
of  his  many  friends  upon  the  arrival  of  a  baby  daughter. 

George  Drew,  who  was  formerly  connected  with  the 
General  Electric  Company,  will  join  the  sales  force  of  the 
Pacific  States  Electric  Company  during  the  latter  part  of 
November. 


H.  L.  Davis  has  joined  the  San  Francisco  sales  force  of 
The  Ideal  Electric  &  Manufacturing  Company  and  Pittsburg 
Transformer  Company  with  offices  in  the  Rlalto  Building. 

Chas.  H.  Sheldon,  formerly  of  Kewanee,  111.,  was  a  visitor 
m  San  Francisco  this  week  on  his  way  to  Los  Angeles,  where 
he  will  establish  himself  in  a  manufacturers'  agency  business. 

Wynn  Meredith,  Pacific  Coast  manager  for  Sanderson 
&  Porter,  Is  expected  to  return  to  his  San  IjYancisco  office 
during  the  coming  week  after  a  long  stay  in  British  Colum- 
bia in  connection  with  engineering  work. 

H.  A.  Lardner,  manager  of  the  Pacific  Coast  office  of  .1. 
G.  White  &  Co.,  of  New  York,  spent  the  past  week  on  an 
inspection  tour  through  the  interior  of  California,  accom- 
panied by  C.  J.  Rhodin,  the  firm's  hydraulic  engineer. 

Frederick  Pratt  and  Harold  Pratt  of  New  York,  who  are 
heavily  interested  in  the  securities  of  the  Great  Western 
Power  .  Company,  were  recent  visitors  at  the  Las  Plumas 
power  station.  They  were  accompanied  in  their  inspection  of 
the  plant  by  P.  T.  Hanscom,  the  general  superintendent. 

Roscoe  F.  Oakes,  president  of  the  American  Ever  Ready 
Company,  with  headquarters  at  San  Francisco,  offered  a 
handsome  silver  cup  as  one  of  the  trophies  contested  for  at 
the  golf  tournament  at  Del  Monte  this  week  preceding  the 
golf  dinner  of  the  Electrical  Jobbers  Saturday  night,  Nov.  18. 

F.  J.  Cram,  manager  of  the  sales  department  of  the 
Electric  Appliance  Company,  has  returned  from  an  exten- 
sive Eastern  trip,  in  the  course  of  which  he  visited  a  num- 
ber of  the  factories  for  which  his  firm  are  handling  special- 
ties. He  attended  the  annual  convention  of  the  Jovians  at 
Denver. 

G.  F.  Chellis,  an  electrical  engineer  connected  with  J.  G. 
White  &  Co.,  is  at  Bakersfield  in  conection  with  the  starting 
up  a  new  AUis-Chalmers  steam  turbine  unit  for  the  San 
Joaquin  Light  &  Power  Corporation.  The  steam  end  of  this 
generating  unit  is  rated  at  5,000  kw.  and  the  generator  at 
6,250  k.v.a.  This,  in  addition  to  the  small  steam  turbine 
already  in  use,  gives,  the  steam  plant  a  total  capacity  of 
7,000  kw.  at  80  per  cent  power  factor. 

Chas.  H.  Sheldon,  manufacturing  agent  for  Southern  Cali- 
fornia, representing  the  Kewanee  Boiler  Company  of  Kewanee, 
111.;  Kewanee  Water  Supply  Company  of  Kewanee,  111.;  Whii'l- 
pool  Mixer  &  Machinery  Company,  Wilwaukee,  Wis.;.  Pfaus- 
liehl  Electrical  Laboratories,  Chicago;  Bourne-F^iller  Co., 
Iron  and  Steel,  Cleveland;  Federal  Steel  Fixtures  Co.,  Chicago, 
will  open  offices  at  once  in  Los  Angeles,  705  Auditorium 
Building. 


A    GET-TOGETHER    ELECTRICAL    LUNCHEON. 

As  a  result  of  P.  S.  Dodd's  suggestion  that  a  permanent 
organization  of  electrical  men  be  formed  at  San  Francisco, 
the  temporary  committee  has  made  arrangements  to  hold 
the  initial  meeting  at  a  local  cafe  on  November  28.  On  Novem- 
ber 14  a  meeting  of  the  representatives  of  the  contractors, 
jobbers,  manufacturers  and  central  stations  was  held  at  the 
offices  of  the  Journal  of  Electricity,  Power  and  Gas  and  plans 
formulated  for  binding  these  allied  interests  into  one  organ- 
ization, whose  prime  purpose  is  to  educate  the  people  in  the 
use  of  electricity. 

The  meeting  on  November  28  will  be  addressed  by  Albert 
H.  Elliott  on  the  subject  of  co-oper?tion,  with  five-minute 
talks  from  W.  S.  Hanbridge,  T.  E.  Bibbins,  Geo.  C.  Holber- 
ton  and  Andrew  Carrigan.  Attendance  at  this  first  meeting 
will  be  by  invitation,  but  as  soon  as  the  project  is  launched 
every  man  interested  in  boosting  the  sale  of  electric  current 
and  apparatus  is  invited  to  join  in  the  organization. 

This  will  probably  be  formed  as  a  local  branch  of  the 
Commercial  Section  of  the  National  Electric  Light  Associa- 
tion. 
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ELECTRICAL  CONTRACTORS'   NOTES. 

Setli  Cohn  of  the  Atlas  Electric  Company  o£  San  Mateo, 
was   at   San   Francisco   last   week. 

The  iron  work  for  the  Standard  Oil's  new  building  has 
been  let.     The  contract  amounted  to  $67,438. 

Frank  Somers,  manager  of  the  Century  Electric  Company 
of  San  Jose,  was  at  San  Francisco  last  Wednesday. 

A  modern  hotel  building  is  planned  for  the  northwest 
corner  of  Ellis  and  Taylor  streets.   The  cost  will  run  $300,000. 

H.  C.  Reed,  manager  of  the  electrical  department  of  the 
Pacific  Fire  Extinguisher  Company,  has  returned  from  a  busi- 
ness trip  to  Portland. 

Los  Angeles  contractors  expect  to  have  a  large  gather- 
ing of  southern  contractors  at  the  electric  show  which  takes 
place  there  between  November  25th  and  December  9th. 

L.  H.  Sly  is  building  a  $500,000  apartment  house  on  the 
corner  of  Powell  and  California  streets.  Mr.  Sly  in  the  past 
has  erected  a  number  of  large  buildings.  In  all  of  his 
building  operations   he  uses  non-union  labor. 

A.  E.  Brooke-Ridley  has  been  awarded  a  contract 
amounting  to  approximately  $1000  for  electric  wiring  in  the 
building  on  the  corner  of  Market  and  Stockton  streets,  which 
is  occupied  by  Roos  Bros.'  and  Goldman's  stores. 

The  Butte  Engineering  &  Construction  Company  has 
been  awarded  the  contract  for  erecting  seven  steel  illumi- 
nating arches  on  one  of  the  principal  streets  of  Marysville, 
Cal.  The  arches  will  be  similar  to  those  in  use  on  Fillmore 
street,  San  Francisco.  There  will  be  120  incandescent  lights 
on  each  arch  and  a  tungsten  cluster  in  the  center. 

A  few  suggestions  in  reference  to  developing  a  store 
trade: 

The  question  is — How  shall  the  contractor  develop  this 
electric  store  out  of  his  present  business  ?  And_  the  answer  is 
advertise  and  by  advertising,  I  mean,  do  everything  that 
you  can  think  of  to  make  your  store  popular  and  profitable. 
Advertising  does  not  mean  printed  matter  or  large  ex- 
penditures of  money,  but  any  one  of  the  thousand  little 
schemes  to  make  men  and  women  buy.  After  you  have 
secured  the  best  available  location,  had  your  store  attract- 
ively decorated  and  installed  a  real  salesman,  do  this  sort 
of  thing: 

Put  cards  in  your  windows  explaining  what  the  appli- 
ances are  for,  how  much  they  cost  to  run  an  liour,  and  the 
price.  Remember  the  public  is  ignorant  of  these  things 
and  'often  does  not  even  recognize  a  toaster  or  a  vibrator. 

Hang  a  cigar  lighter  over  the  counter  with  a  card  read- 
ing:   "Light  your   cigar  here." 

Follow  the  weather  and  the  seasons.  On  a  boiling  hot  day 
put  a  battery  of  fans  on  a  table  just  inside  your  door  to  blow 
out  over  the  sidewalk.  And  during  the  cold  snaps  set  a  lumi- 
nous radiator  on  the  counter  with  a  card  "Warm  your  fingers 
here,"  and  turn  it  on  whenever  there  are  customers  in  the 
store. 

Back  this  up  in  your  newspaper  advertising.  Make  it 
seasonable  and  talk  about  one  thing  in  an  ad. 

Have  sales  of  irons,  heating  pads  or  fans  when  the 
weather  gives  them  especial  appeal.  Sell  them  cheap  for  a  day 
and  advertise  the  price. 

Use  street  car  cards  occasionally,  but  don't  waste 
money  by  putting  them  on  lines  running  through  sections 
of  the  city  where  there  are  few  logical  prospects  for  the 
goods  advertised. 

Make  your  windows  work  all  the  time.  Keep  them 
always  new  and  interesting.  It  isn't  so  hard  if  you  give  it  a 
little   thought. 

Have  the  appliances  all  connected  ready  to  run  and 
when   you    get   in    something  new,    say   a    drink   mixer,   call 


up  the  druggists  and  the  cafes  and  arrange  to  trot  it  around 
and  show  it  to  them. 

Lay  out  a  schedule  of  seasonable  business,  month  by 
month,  on  cards,  so  you  can  always  have  a  reminder  before 
you.     For  instance: 

Don't  forget  to  canvass  livery  stables  just  before  ice 
comes  and  sell  them  emery  motors  for  grinding  horseshoe 
caulks.  Blacksmiths  will  look  long  on  the  forge  blower  at 
the   same   busy   season. 

Push  the  vacuum  cleaner  hard  at  spring  and  fall  house 
cleaning  time. 

Go  after  the  bottlers  of  beer  and  soft  drinks  when  the 
hot  weather  first  commences.  It  is  hard  to  get  their  atten- 
tion during  the  rush,  but  bottle  washers  should  be  most 
attractive   at  the   close   of   spring. 

There  is  one  best  time  to  sell  most  every  electrical 
appliance,  and  the  profit  is  largest  right  then  because  it 
costs  less  to  sell.  Work  up  a  twelve  months'  plan  of  cam- 
paign and  decide  that  you'll  be  the  most  enterprising  mer- 
chant in  your  city,  and  you  will  be. 

In  short,  it's  high  time  for  the  contractor  to  talie  hold 
of  his  business  with  both  hands,  both  feet  and  his  whole 
brain,  and  make  his  sign  mark  the  headquarters  for  elec- 
trical merchandise.  There's  an  important  question  to  be 
answered  in  this  country  before  long  and  that  is — Who  is 
going  to  own  the  electric  store? 

Don'ts    for    Electrical    Contractors. 

Don't  close  your  private  office  door  and  leave  word  you 
are  not  in.    If  you  are  out  open  the  door  and  leave  it  open. 

Don't  refuse  to  see  anyone  that  calls.  You  may  not 
recognize  real  business  when  it  comes  in.  The  most  im- 
portant men  are  most  easily  interviewed. 

Don't  tell  a  collector  that  you  have  not  had  time  to 
look  over  his  bill  when  the  account  should  have  been  checked 
up  and  paid  sixty  days  previous.  He  knows  your  game  and 
would  rather  you  would  tell  him  you  can't  pay  it. 

Don't  promise  a  man  you'll  mail  him  a  check  unless  you 
mean  it.  He  depends  on  your  promise  and  is  up  against  it 
if  you  fail  him,  and  incidentally  puts  you  down  as  N.  G. 

Don't  talk  about  the  new  job  you  have  and  how  much 
material  you  will  have  to  pay  for  it  to  the  man  to  whom 
you  owe  three  months  bills.  He  is  on  from  the  minute  you 
open  your  mouth. 

Don't  think  that  these  don'ts  don't  apply  to  you.  There 
are  only  a  few  men  in  each  locality  who  need  not  take  them 
to  heart. 

Don't  think  that  these  are  all  the  don'ts  that  there  are. 
There  are  more   coming.  "An  Old  Timer." 


NEW  CATALOGUES. 

The  J-M  Packing  Expert  for  October  has  appeared  in 
print.  The  pamphlet  attractively  illustrates  products  of  the 
H.  W.  Johns-Manville  Company,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

The  Westinghouse-Church-Kerr  and  Company  have  just 
issued  an  interesting  and  attractive  publication  entitled  Cen- 
tral Power  Stations.  The  booklet  describes  and  illustrates 
the  engineering  installations  supervised  and  constructed  by 
this  company. 

G.  A.  Wilbur,  cf  San  Francisco,  agent  for  the  Duncan 
watthour  meters,  manufactured  by  the  Duncan  Electric 
Manufacturing  Company,  of  Lafayette,  Indiana,  is  distributing 
bulletin  No.  21,  just  published,  on  instructions  for  installing, 
reading,  cleaning,  repairing  and  testing  Duncan  watthour 
meters  of  the  direct  cm-rent. 

The  popular  line  "National"  metal  molding  is  the  subject 
of  a  new  bulletin  just  issued  by  the  manufacturer,  National 
Metal  Molding  Company,  at  Pittsburg.  Prominent  among  the 
improvements  featured  is  the  substituting  of  the  "key-hole" 
slot  in  place  of  the  round  punching,  which  change  furnishes 
a  basis  for  standardizing  the  fittings,  the  variety  of  which 
is  thereby  lessened. 
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A  MODERN  ELECTRICAL  REPAIR  SHOP. 

The  Pamsworth  Electrical  Works  of  San  Francisco  is 
operating  one  of  ttie  largest  electrical  manufacturing  shops 
of  the  West,  employing  about  twenty-five  men.  They  also 
carry  a  large  stock  of  new  and  second-hand  apparatus  for  sale 
and  for  rent,  as  shown  in  the  accompanying  illustration. 

The  shop  is  modern  and  well-equipped  with  all  kinds  of 
iron  and  wood-working  tools,  including  lathes,  planers,  shapers, 
drills,  saws,  winding  machines,  taping  machines,  steam  baking 
oven  and  two  10-ton  cranes  serving  the  entire  shop.  Much  of 
this  apparatus  was  designed  and  made  in  this  shop  Individual 
motor  drive  is  used  for  all  tools  except  where  group  drive 
is  more  advanta- 
geous, twelve  mo- 
tors ranging  from 
Vz  to  10  h.p.  being 
employed. 

The  testing 
dep  artment  is 
well  equipped  to 
give  a  final  run- 
ning test  to  all 
apparatus  ranging 
m  size  from  a  1/10 
h.p.,  100  volt,  d.c. 
motor  to  a  250 
kw.,  11,000  volt, 
a.c,  1200  \clt,  d.c. 
railway  motor 
generator  set. 
The  board  is 
equipped  for 
switching  from 
110,  220  and  500 
volt  direct  cur- 
rent and  any  volt- 
age up  to  2400  al- 
ternating current, 
one,  two  or  three- 
phase.  This  wide 
range  of  a.c.  volt- 
age is  obtained  by 
means  of  specially 
built  125  kw.  poly- 
phase transform- 
ers and  regulator 
heads,  also  con- 
structed by  the 
company.  Furthermore,  the  company  has  designed  and  made 
a  special  high  voltage  transformer  giving  a  range  up  to  30,000 
volts  for  insulating  tests.  These  special  transformers  are 
situated  in  a  fireproof  concrete  vault  in  the  basement  and  cur- 
rent is  taken  from  the  San  Francisco  Gas  and  Electric  Com- 
pany's mains  at  2400  volts  a.c.  and  110-220  volts  d.c.  The  500 
volts  d.c.  is  obtained  from  a  motor  generator  set  on  the 
premises. 

All  d.c.  and  a.c.  small  machines  are  given  the  regulation 
running  and  insulation  tests  and  where  necessary  they  are 
belted  to  a  shop  generator  to  give  full  load  conditions.  All 
a.c.  high  voltage  machines  are  given  the  standard  A.  I.  E.  E. 
tests  with  double  voltage  on  the  coils  to  ground  and  are  then 
run  under  full  voltage  conditions. 

One  of  the  most  important  lines  of  this  company's  work 
is  that  of  redesigning  and  reconstructing  obsolete  types  of 
apparatus  so  as  to  be  adapted  to  present  day  usage.  A  recent 
example  was  the  reconstruction  of  a  250  kw.,  1100  volt  General 
monocyclic  generator  into  a  three-phase,  60  cycle,  2400  volt 
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machine  which  has  been  in  constant  use  since  reconstruction 
with  perfect  results.  Recently  also  a  250  kw.  revolving  arma- 
ture Westinghouse  generator  was  redesigned  to  work  in 
multiple  with  the  General  Electric  machine. 

The  manufacture  of  transformers  of  all  voltages  and  all 
sizes  is  another  important  and  growing  branch  to  which  special 
attention  is  being  devoted.  One  of  the  illustrations  shows 
three  50  k.v.a.  station  type,  oil-cooled  transformers,  11,000, 
10,450,  9900  volt  primary,  2200  volt  secondary,  and  also  one 
220  volt  primary,  27%  volt  secondary  Mazda  lamp  transformer. 
Apollo  silicon  steel  is  used  in  these  transformers  and  it  is 
claimed  that  their  design  is  such  that  they  compare  favor- 
ably in  efficiency, 
regu  1  a  t  i  o  n  and 
losses  with  any 
standard  make 
now  on  the  mar- 
ket. The  low  volt- 
age transformers 
are  manufactured 
in  sizes  from  250 
watts  to  10  kw. 
and  high  voltage 
transformers  can 
be  supplied  in  any 
size  up  to  100  kw. 
Especial  a  t  - 
tentlon  is  paid  to 
the  needs  of  con- 
struction contrac- 
tors, a  full  line  of 
motor  -  driven 
ti  o  i  s  t  s,  crushers 
and  centrifugal 
pumps  being  car- 
ried either  for 
rent  or  for  sale. 
Inasmuch  .as 
over  12,000  jobs 
have  been  han- 
dled by  this  firm, 
they  have  collect- 
ed a  most  valu- 
able fund  of  in- 
formation on  the 
construction  and 
characteristics  of 
all  makes  of  elec- 
tric motors  and  generators.  Consequently  they  are  peculiarly 
well  equipped  to  advise  on  the  redesign  of  old  apparatus 
and  their  mechanical  facilities  enable  them  to  perform  this 
work  quickly  and  well.  In  addition  to  the  repair  and  con- 
struction of  apparatus,  they  are  also  equipped  for  its  in- 
stallation in  industrial  establishments,  having  recently  in- 
stalled a  number  of  complete  power  plants. 


TRADE  NOTES. 

The  Jeffrey  Manufacturing  Company  of  Columbus,  Ohio, 
manufacturers  of  conveying  machinery,  power  transmission 
machinery  and  coal  mine  equipment,  have  recently  opened  a 
branch  office  at  1201  American  Bank  Building,  Seattle,  for 
the  handling  of  their  business  in  the  Northwest.  This  office 
is  in  charge  of  Percy  E.  Wright,  one  of  the  engineers  from 
the  home  office,  who  has  been  with  the  JefiErey  Company  for 
the  past  ten  years,  and  has  spent  the  past  year  in  Seattle  and 
the  northwest  territory. 
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The  Southern  Pacific  Company  has  just  purchased  from 
tile  General  Electric  Company  two  25-lvW.,  125  v.,  125  v.  Cur- 
tis turbine  generating  sets  for  baggage  car  train  lighting. 

The  Mount  Hood  Railway  &  Power  Company  of  Portland, 
Oregon,  has  just  placed  an  additional  order  for  structural 
steel  with  R.  A.  Deutsche,  president  of  the  Structural  Steel 
Company  of  Seattle. 

Southern  California  Edison  Company  have  placed  an 
order  with  the  American  Steel  &  Wire  Company,  for  approxi- 
mately 1,600,000  lbs.  of  4/0  bare  copper  strand,  for  trans- 
mission lines,  between  Los  Angeles  and  Colton  and  Long 
Beach  and  Los  Angeles. 

In  the  issue  of  October  28th,  a  typographical  error  was 
made  in  the  advertising  columns  of  the  Journal  of  Electricity, 
Power  and  Gas  in  stating  that  the  Crocker-Wheeler  Com- 
pany's experience  dated  back  to  1880.  This  energetic  com- 
pany, with  its  world-wide  experiences,  does  not,  however, 
date  back  beyond  1888. 

The  Tacoma  Gas  Company  has  awarded  a  contract  to  the 
Stacy  Company  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  for  the  construction  of  a 
gas  tank.  The  tank  will  have  a  capacity  of  1,000,000  cubic 
feet  and  will  be  built  on  the  tide  flats  adjoining  River  street, 
and  will  be  connected  with  the  present  tank  by  means  of  a 
24-inch  pipe  line. 

The  Hydraulic  Engineering  Company  of  Maine  have  or- 
dered the  following  apparatus  from  the  General  Electric  Com- 
pany for  the  Mississippi  River  Power  Company,  Keokuk, 
Iowa:  12  waterwheel  driven  three-phase  generators  having 
an  aggregate  capacity  of  108,000  kw.;  12  three-phase  water- 
cooled  110,000  volt  transformers  having  an  aggregate  capacity 
of  108,000  k.v.a.;  two  water  wheel  driven  exciters,  one  induc- 
tion  motor   driven   generator,   and   switchboard. 

The  Faries  Manufacturing  Company,  Decatur,  111.,  the 
largest  manufacturers  in  the  United  States  of  Paries  patent 
adjustable  brackets,  portables  and  shades,  has  just  issued 
a  beautiful  new  catalog  showing  a  complete  line  of  their  ma- 
terial. The  special  feature  of  this  catalog  is  their  adjustable 
brackets,  adjustable  portables  with  green  glass  hood,  and 
dresser  portable;  also  Mazda  clusters  with  porcelain  or  steel 
enameled  reflectors,  which  can  be  wired  for  either  multiple 
or  series  lighting,  and  for  25,  40,  60  or  100  watt  lamps.  The 
Faries  Manufacturing  Company  has  just  filed  an  application 
for  a  patent  on  a  new  style  shade  holder  to  be  used  upon  their 
complete  line  of  shades.  These  shades  are  now  being  manu- 
factured and  sold  under  the  Patent  Applied  For  Act. 


BOOK    REVIEWS. 
Direct  and  Alternating  Current  Manual.    By  Frederick  Bedell, 
Ph.D.   and   Clarence  A.   Pierce,   Ph.D.    Size   6x8   inches; 
360  pages;   thoroughly  illustrated;    cloth  binding;   second 
edition,   enlarged.     Published   by     the   D.   Van   Nostrand 
Company  of  New  York,  and  for  sale  by  The  Technical  Book 
Shop,  Rialto  Bldg.,  San  Francisco.     Price,   $2.00. 
Frederick  Bedell  and  Clarence  A.  Pierce,  as  authors  of 
this  manual,  need  no  introductory  remarks   setting  forth  to 
the  engineering  world  their  fitness  for  the  matter  contained 
within  the  covers  of  this  book.     This  manual  is  a  second  edi- 
tion,   enlarged,    of    a    former    publication.     It    consists    of   a 
series  of  tests  on  direct  and  alternating  current  apparatus, 
selected  with  reference  to  their  practical  usefulness  and  in- 
structive value.    A  new  feature  of  the  edition  just  publisbed 
is  the  matter  written  on  wave  analysis.     This  important  sub- 
ject is  too  frequently  left  in  the  background,  for  the  recluse. 
The  illustrative  problem  based  upon  the  work  of  Runge  ap- 
pearing on  pages  335  and  336  will  be  found  most  helpful  for 
those  desiring  an  exact  method  of  procedure  in  wave  analysis 
and  who  are  a  little  unsteady  on  their  feet  as  to  a  systematic 
method.     Finally,   the  relieving  feature   of  the   book  is  that 


while  it  deals  with  thoroughness  iu  such  matters  as  come  up 
for  discussion  it  does  not  attempt  to  be  exhaustive  or  com- 
plete; on  the  contrary  every  effort  has  been  made  to  elimi- 
nate matter  of  secondary  importance,  thus  giving  to  the  stu- 
dent the  very  juice  of  matter  discussed  without  the  burden 
of  exhaustive  details. 

The    Design   of   Static   Transformers.    By   H.   M.   Hobart,   M. 

Inst.  C.  E.  Size  51/2x81/2  in.;  174  pages;  102  illustra- 
tions; clear  type;  cloth  binding.  Published  by  D.  Van 
Nostrand  Company  of  New  York,  and  for  sale  by  The 
Technical  Book  Shop,  Rialto  Bldg.,  San  Francisco.  Price, 
$2.00. 

H.  M.  Hobart  presents  to  the  practical  engineering  world 
in  this  book  a  much  needed  treatise  on  the  transformer.  The 
book  is  devoid  of  theory  throughout  and  the  reader  is  ad- 
vised to  consult  certain  standard  treatises  on  the  subject 
should  he  desire  to  review  certain  points  not  understood  in 
the  assumptions  made  by  the  author  as  basis  of  compu- 
tation and  design.  Actual  numerical  problems  are  carried  out 
in  thoroughness  and  detail.  Few  typographical  errors  are 
encountered.  The  book  being  written  by  a  British  engineer 
savors  somewhat  of  usage  and  practice  in  vogue  in  England 
and  the  continent,  but  it  will  be  extremely  useful  in  America 
to  those  engaged  in_  practical  design  of  the  transformer. 

Testing  of  Electrical   Machinery.     By  J.  H.  Morecroft  and  F. 
W.   Hebre.     Size   51/2x81/2;    154   pages;    46   illustrations; 
cloth  binding.     Published  by  D.  Van  Nostrand  Company 
of  New  York,  and  for  sale  by  The  Technical  Book  Shop, 
Rialto   Bldg.,   San  Francisco.     Price,   $1.50. 
The  authors  of  this  book,  engaged  in  the  electrical  engi- 
neering faculty  of  Columbia  University,  have  written  its  con- 
tents with  the  idea  in  view  of  meeting  a  peculiar  combina- 
tion found  at  the  New  York  University,  namely,  to  devise  a 
series  of  notes  on   electrical   testing  suited  to   the  needs  of 
students    pursuing    a    non-technical    course.      The    book    out- 
lines twenty  different  experiments  in  all,  eleven  of  which  are 
devoted  to  direct  current  apparatus  and  the  remaining  nine 
to  alternating  current  work.     A  preliminary  lecture  precedes 
the  detailing  of  each  particular  experiment,  setting  forth  the 
theory    underlying    the    apparatus    to    be    tested.      The    book 
is  not  as  tense  in  its  mathematical  reasoning  as  is   usually 
encountered  in  works  of  this  sort.     For  this  reason  the  work 
is   especially  adapted  to  that  large  class  of  readers  outside 
of    our   technical    school   who    desire    to    get   a   fundamental 
grasp  of  the  subject  without  the  usual  severe  mathematical 
battle  encountered  in  most  works  of  a  similar  nature. 

Electric  Central  Station  Distribution  Systems.  By  Harry 
Barnes  Gear  and  Paul  Williams.  Size  51/2x8%  ins.;  347 
pages;  139  illustrations;  clear  type;  cloth  binding.  Pub- 
lished by  D.  Van  Nostrand  Company  of  New  York,  and 
for  sale  by  The  Technical  Book  Shop,  Rialto  Bldg.,  San 
Francisco.     Price,   $3.00. 

Harry  Barnes  Gear,  general  inspector  of  the  common- 
wealth Edison  Co.  of  New  York,  and  Paul  Francis  Williams, 
assistant  general  inspector  of  the  same  corporation  present 
in  this  book  a  wealth  of  ideas  covering  their  experiences  in 
the  design  and  construction  of  electric  central  station  dis- 
tribution systems.  The  nucleus  matter  contained  in  this 
publication  formally  appeared  serially  in  the  Electrical  Age 
during  the  years  1908  and  1909.  The  treatment  is  based 
upon  the  assumption  of  a  general  knowledge  of  electrical 
theory  such  as  is  possessed  by  the  more  advanced  students 
of  engineering  and  by  men  in  practical  distribution  engineer- 
ing work.  Much  of  the  subject  matter  of  the  book  is,  how- 
ever, of  such  a  nature  as  to  be  easily  grasped  by  practical 
men  who  have  not  had  a  full  theoretical  training.  The  chap- 
ters on  underground  construction  and  cables  coupled  with 
the  chapter  on  distribution  economics  represent  most  recent 
practice  in  congested  centers  of  the  east  and  will  be  found 
valuable  to  western  engineers  now  meeting  with  similar 
problems. 
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NEWS  NOTES 


INCORPORATIONS. 
NEZ  PERCE,  IDAHO. — The  Lewis  County  Electric  Com- 
pany,   capital   $200,000,    with   headquarters   at   this    city,   has 
been  incorporated  with  C.  F.  Cunningham  as  agent. 

OLYMPIA,  WASH. — Articles  of  incorporation  for  the  West 
Coast  Railway  Company,  to  he  built  between  North  Yakima 
and  Seattle  to  connect  with  the  Oregon-Washington  Rail- 
road &  Navigation  Company,  in  King  County,  have  been 
placed  on  file  with  the  secretary.  The  incorporators  are  Rob- 
ert Strahorn  and  A.  Smith.  The  capitalization  is  $1,000,000. 
The  road  is  to  run  through  Yakima,  Kittitas,  Pierce  and  King 
counties.    It  is  to  be  either  steam  or  electric. 

MEDPORD,  ORE. — Medford  is  taking  great  interest  in 
the  proposed  electric  line  to  run  from  Ashland  to  Eugene, 
incorporated  in  the  State  of  Washington  with  a  capital  stock 
of  $3,000,000  under  the  name  of  the  Oregon  Southern  Rail- 
way Co.  J.  Arnold  Doyle  of  Spokane,  Wash.,  and  H.  M.  Far- 
ren  of  Boise,  organizers  of  the  company,  are  in  Medford 
and  will  apply  for  a  franchise  from  the  -City  Council  at  the 
next  meeting. 

FINANCIAL. 

SEATTLE,  WASH.— The  Seattle  Lighting  Company  has 
been  granted  a  40-year  gas  franchise  by  the  county  commis- 
sioners   covering    territory    south    of    Seattle. 

CRESWELL,  ORE. — Local  citizens  have  pledged  financial 
support  in  the  sum  of  $25,000  to  the  Eugene  Belt  Line  and 
Interurban  Railway  and  that  company  will  construct  an  ex- 
tension into  this  city. 

EUGENE,  ORE. — It  is  expected  that  contracts  for  the 
construction  of  the  first  25  miles  of  the  Eugene-Coos  Bay 
extension  will  be  awarded  shortly.  The  right  of  way  has 
been  practically  secured  and  contracting  firms  are  submitting 
bids. 

HUNTINGTON  PARK,  CAL.— At  a  public  mass  meeting 
held  by  the  citizens  it  was  decided  to  campaign  for  issuing 
$60,000  in  bonds  for  a  municipal  water  plant,  $40,000  in  bonds 
for  a  municipal  electric  plant,  $10,000  in  bonds  for  a  fire 
apparatus. 

MYRTLE  CREEK,  ORE. —At  a  special  election  the  peo- 
ple of  Riddle  voted  $15,000  bonds  for  a  water  works  system, 
the  old  plant  being  inadequate;  and  $13,000  for  a  complete 
sewer  system.  Both  issues  were  carried  by  a  large  majority. 
Construction  work  will  begin  as  soon  as  contracts  can  be  let 
and  the  bonds  sold. 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL.— One  hundred  bonds  of  the  San 
Francisco  Gas  &  Electric  Company  have  been  retired,  the 
numbers  having  been  drawn  by  lot  under  the  terms  of  the 
trust  mortgage  of  August  20,  1903.  The  bonds  are  part  of  the 
30-year  gold  bonds  of  the  company's  sinking  fund,  and  date 
from  November  1,  1903. 

VISALIA,  CAL.— G.  V.  Reed,  A.  C.  Tienken,  G.  R.  Hos- 
tetter  and  F.  F.  Hostetter,  directors  of  the  Lindsay  Gas  and 
Water  Company,  have  petitioned  the  Superior  Court  for  the 
dissolution  of  the  corporation.  The  company  was  capitalized 
at  $75,000  divided  into  1500  shares  of  the  par  value  of  $50 
each.  The  petition  states  that  534  of  the  shares  have  been 
sold. 

MARTINEZ,  CAL.— A  rate  war  is  on  in  Concord  between 
the  Pacific  Gas  &  Electric  Company  and  the  Great  Western 
Power  Company,  which  recently  entered  the  Contra  Costa 
field  to  compete  with  the  former  established  company.  The 
Great  Western  is  cutting  rates  on  light  and  power  below  the 
schedule  now  in  force  with  the  Pacific  Gas  &  Electric  Com- 


pany, and  to  retain  the  business  the  latter  company  is  reduc- 
ing its  rate  to  meet  that  of  the  new-comer.  Manager  Don 
C.  Ray  of  the  Martinez  district  is  making  earnest  efforts  to 
retain  this  business  for  the  company.  The  power  line  of  the 
Great  Western  has  been  completed  along  the  water  front 
from  Concord  through  Martinez  and  Port  Costa  to  Eckley. 

HOLTVILLE,  CAL. — The  City  Council  has  passed  an  or- 
dinance providing  for  an  election  to  be  held  November  29 
to  vote  on  the  question  of  issuing  bonds  for  completing  the 
construction  of  the  water  works  system  of  the  city  and  for 
acquiring  or  constructing  fire  apparatus.  The  issue  is  to  be 
in  the  amount  of  $10,000,  of  which  $8000  will  be  for  the 
water  system  and  $2000  for  fire  apparatus. 

McMINNVILLE,  ORE. — Three  charter  amendments  pro- 
viding that  the  city  issue  bonds  to  the  amount  of  $75,000 
have  been  passed  by  a  large  majority  at  the  city  election. 
The  amendments  are  as  follows:  Authorizing  a  bond  issue 
of  $15,000  for  replacing  wooden  water  mains  with  iron;  au- 
thorizing bond  issues  of  $30,000  respectively  for  street  im- 
provements and  extension  of  water  and  light  systems. 

SAN  FRANCISCO.- The  finance  committee  of  the  Super- 
visors consented  last  week  to  let  the  Board  of  Public  Works 
have  $7000  additional  for  laying  high-pressure  mains  by  day 
labor  in  Second  street,  between  Market  and  Townsend.  The 
committee  also  allowed  |11,000  in  addition  to  the  $10,000  orig- 
inally given  for  purchasing  cast  iron  pipe  for  the  Ingleside 
outlet  sewer  across  Lake  Merced  rancho.  The  first  amount 
was  set  aside  on  the  city  engineer's  estimate  which  proved 
too  small. 

SAN  BERNARDINO,  CAL.— The  Lytle  Creek  Power  Com- 
pany of  this  city  has  been  absorbed  by  the  Southern  Sierras 
Power  Company.  The  latter  company  paid  $160,000  for  the 
property.  The  Southern  Sierras  Company  is  engaged  in 
building  a  high  power  transmission  line  from  Bishop  Creek, 
in  Inyo  County,  to  San  Bernardino,  a  distance  of  240  miles. 
This  will  probably  replace  the  supply  now  being  furnished 
the  Lytle  Creek  system  from  a  steam  plant.  The  Lytle 
Creek  Power  was  organized  seven  years  ago  by  local  men. 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL.— The  San  Francisco,  Vallejo  & 
Napa  Valley  Electric  Railroad,  having  defaulted  in  the  inter- 
est on  its  $1,500,000  of  bonds,  has  been  sold  for  $700,000  at 
public  auction.  The  purchasers  will  have  to  take  care  of  a 
fioating  debt  of  $400,000.  Three  bids  were  received,  one  for 
$500,000,  a  second  for  $600,000  and  the  third  for  $700,000.  The 
first  and  third  bids  were  made  by  a  bondholders'  committee, 
consisting  of  James  Irvine  and  John  D.  McKee  of  this  city 
and  George  R.  Sheldon  of  New  York.  McKee  is  vice-president 
and  cashier  of  the  Mercantile  Trust  Company, 


TRANSMISSION. 
HAILEY,   IDAHO.— The   Kilpatrick   Bros,   expect   to    put 
In  a  power  plant  at  their  dam  on  Silver  Creek  in  the  near 
future  that  will  furnish  light  and  power  for  Picabe. 

VALDEZ,  ALASKA. — Henry  Deyo,  with  a  crew  of  sur- 
veyors, will  make  a  survey  of  the  Alaska  Water,  Light  & 
Telephone  Company's  power  site  at  Sulphide  gulch. 

RENO,  NEV. — What  is  intended  to  be  a  direct  competitor 
for  the  power  business  throughout  Nevada  now  controlled  by 
the  Hammon  interests  which  have  several  million  dollars 
already  expended  in  or  applied  to  its  mammoth  workings  in 
this  State,  is  the  Nevada  Valleys  Power  Company.  The  arti- 
cles of  incorporation  provide  for  a  first  capitalization  of 
$2,500,000.  This  is  the  initial  step  taken  by  a  combination 
of  Western  capitalists  toward  the  construction  of  big  power 
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plants  on  Truckee  River.  Some  months  ago  a  power  site 
was  taken  over  at  a  point  near  Vista,  east  of  Reno,  and  rights 
of  way  secured  for  ditches  and  reservoirs.  The  promoters 
of  this  project  are  Milton  S.  Hamilton  and  F.  J.  Early  of 
Oakland  and  their  associates.  It  is  proposed  to  construct  at 
the  outset  a  plant  having  a  capacity  of  4000  h.p.  to  be 
directed  in  immediate  opposition  to  that  operated  by  the 
Hammon  or  Truckee  General  Electric  interests,  ^york  of 
building  will  begin  immediately. 

SAN  JOSE,  CAL. — The  bid  of  the  Great  Western  Power 
Company  of  $110  for  the  power  pole  line  franchise  that  cor- 
poration recently  asked  for  has  been  accepted  and  the  fran- 
chise has  been  awarded. 

EUGENE,  ORE. — Joaquin  Miller  is  interested  in  a  big 
electric  power  plant  project  en  the  Siuslaw  River,  six  miles 
above  Mapleton,  and  it  is  announced  that  the  plant  will 
be  installed  early  in  1912.  Geo.  Melvin  Miller,  brother  of 
the  former,  is  now  in  Portland  arranging  for  machinery  for 
the  plant. 

STOCKTON,  CAL.— Robert  R.  Reed,  representing  the 
Sierra  and  San  Francisco  Power  Company,  announces  that 
the  company  will  be  in  operation  in  this  city  by  December  1. 
He  declares  that  the  company  is  building  from  Manteca, 
where  it  has  its  main  line,  to  Stockton,  and  that  it  is  within 
four  miles  of  this  city. 

EVERETT,  WASH.— Reports  are  to  the  effect  that  the 
Stone-Webster  Company  is  preparing  for  the  installation  and 
construction  of  a  power  plant  in  the  Sultan  basin,  deriving 
its  power  from  the  Sultan  River.  A  large  dam  will  be 
built  in  the  Sultan  canyon  and  this  tract  flooded  so  as  to 
form  a  reservoir  for  storage  of  water. 

CENTRALIA,  WASH.— The  Centralia  Light  &  Power 
Company,  which  projects  the  construction  of  an  electric  rail- 
way line  between  this  city  and  Rochester,  a  distance  of  10 
miles,  has  practically  secured  all  rights  of  ways  and  a  500 
kilowatt  turbine  generator  for  use  in  the  power  house  has 
been  acquired.  The  power  is  to  be  supplied  by  the  Eastern 
Railway   &   Lumber  Company. 

HONOLULU,  H.  I. — A  large  contract  was  awarded  recently 
by  the  Island  Investment  Company  to  the  von  Hamm-Young 
Company  for  the  hydroelectric  plant  which  the  Island  com- 
pany is  building  between  Wailuku  and  Kahului  on  Maui,  for 
the  purpose  of  supplying  these  towns  with  electricity  and 
light.  The  contract  is  for  the  machinery  and  calls  for  its 
shipment  from  the  manufacturers  in  the  East  within  60  days. 
The  plant  is  a  steam  one,  and  California  oil  will  be  the 
fuel  used. 

OROVILLE,  CAL. — Plans  have  been  completed  by  the 
Oro  Electric  Company  for  the  active  beginning  of  construc- 
tion- work  at  Humbug  early  in  the  spring.  One  of  the  first 
developments  will  be  on  Yellow  Creek.  Last  February  E.  M. 
Ebright  filed  on  60,000  inches  of  the  waters  of  Grizzly,  Soda, 
Butte  and  Yellow  Creeks,  and  later  transferred  to  Grizzly,  Soda, 
the  Oro  Electric  Corporation.  It  is  the  plan  of  the 
corporation  to  assemble  the  water  in  a  1700-acre  storage 
resgsvoir  in  Yellow  Creek  Valley,  from  which  point  it  will 
be  dropped  by  means  of  pipe-lines  to  the  mouth  of  Yellow 
Creek  on  the  north  fork  of  Feather  River,  where  the  power- 
house will  be  located. 

PORTERVILLE,  CAL.— Due  to  new  regulations  which 
have  been  adopted  by  the  Underwriters  of  the  Pacific  and 
new  regulations  which  have  been  made  obligatory  upon  light 
and  power  service  corporations  through  new  legislation  which 
went  into  effect  October  22,  the  Mt.  Whitney  Power  Company 
finds  itself  faced  with  the  necessity  of  a  complete  reconstruc- 
tion of  their  plant  within  the  ensuing  five  years.  First,  the 
power  lines  which  now  exist  throughout  the  district  must 
be  completely  rebuilt.  The  new  regulations  call  for  a  clear 
distance   of   26   inches   between   the    power   wires,   as   strung 


in  the  familiar  triangiUar  form  and  the  third  wire  at  the  top 
must  be  placed  upon  a  long  iron  pin,  which  will  carry  the 
regulation  porcelain  or  glass  insulator.  The  new  arms  of 
the  poles  will  be  considerably  longer  than  at  the  present 
time  and  the  distance  between  the  wires  sufficient  to  allow 
a  safe  working  space.  Another  change  which  is  made  neces- 
sary by  the  new  regulation  is  in  the  replacement  of  all  cir- 
cuit breakers  on  the  line. 


TRANSPORTATION. 

SOUTH  VANCOUVER,  B.  C— The  British  Columbia 
Railway  Company  will  shortly  double-track  Eraser  street  m 
this  city. 

MEDFORD,  ORE.— J.  Arnold  Doyle  of  Spokane  and  F. 
il.  Farren  of  Boise,  organizers  of  the  Oregon  Railroad  Com- 
pany, while  here  announced  that  they  will  soon  apply  for  an 
electric  railway  franchise  through  the  valley. 

KIRKLAND,  WASH.— The  Pacific  States  Telephone  & 
Telegraph  Company  has  announced  its  intention  of  extending 
its  Seattle  service  to  this  city.  An  order  for  cables  has  been 
placed  with  the  General  Electric  Company  of  New  York. 

PORTLAND,  ORE.— Activities  of  the  Oregon  Electric 
Company  officials  indicate  that  the  Hill  electric  system  is  pre- 
paring for  early  construction  of  the  line  from  Portland  to 
Newberg,  McMinnville,  with  the  Dalles,  Ore.,  as  the  ter- 
minus. 

RIVERSIDE,  CAL.— The  City  Council  has  accepted  the 
offer  of  $25,000  made  by  the  Pacific  Electric  Railway  Com- 
pany for  a  franchise  to  operate  and  maintain  a  double  track 
line  over  the  extension  of  Magnolia  avenue,  between  Ar- 
lington avenue  and  Main  street. 

PHOENIX,  ARIZ.— The  City  Council  has  passed  an  ordi- 
nance granting  to  the  Salt  River  Valley  Electric  Railway 
Company  a  franchise  to  construct,  operate  and  maintain  for 
a  period  of  twenty-five  years,  an  electric  street  railway  along 
certain  streets,  highways  and  public  grounds  of  the  city. 

RIVERSIDE,  CAL.— The  bond  of  the  '  Pacific  Electric 
Railway  Company  for  $500  has  been  approved  and '  an  ordi- 
nance passed  granting  a  franchise  to  the  Pacific  Electric  Com- 
pany for  the  construction  and  operation  of  a  double  track 
line  over  Magnolia  avenue  from  Arlington  avenue  to  the  inter- 
section of  Main  and  Fourteenth  streets. 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL.— Manager  George  Hark  of  the 
Reno  Traction  Company  is  in  San  Francisco  to  confer  w-ith 
the  directors  of  the  company  concerning  the  building  of  an 
extension  of  the  electric  line  from  Sparks  to  the  Arkell  mine 
in  the  Wedekind  district.  He  says  that  the  line  may  be  built 
immediately  for  passenger  and  freight  traffic,  to  haul  the 
ore  from  the  mining  district. 

LOS  ANGELES,  CAL.— The  Pacific  Electric  Railway  has 
a  large  construction  force  at  work  rebuilding  the  Sixteenth 
street  line  of  the  road  within  the  city  limits,  as  far  as  Rose- 
dale  cemetery.  The  work  is  under  the  immediate  super- 
vision of  Assistant  Chief  Engineer  E.  C.  Johnson.  The  road- 
bed which  is  being  laid  is  comparable  with  that  put  dow^n 
on  Broadway  by  the  Los  Angeles  Railway  Company,  which 
cost  approximately  $110,000  per  mile. 

FRESNO,  CAL.— Although  it  is  expected  that  ties  for 
the  Fresno,  Hanford  &  Summit  Lake  Interurban  Railroad 
will  be  in  Fresno  by  the  15th  of  this  month,  another  post- 
ponement in  the  beginning  of  track  laying  is  announced,  be- 
cause it  will  be  impossible  to  get  rails  here  before  the  1st 
or  15th  of  December.  Efforts  were  made  to  secure  between 
600  and  700  tons  of  rails  in  San  Francisco,  but  investigation 
showed  that  more  than  25  per  cent  of  them  were  short  rails 
and  unsuited  for  the  requirements  of  the  road.  Inability 
to  use  these  rails  has  made  it  necessary  to  get  the  entire 
supply  of  about  4500  tons  from  Pueblo  and  they  will  not  begin 
to  arrive  here  before  December  1. 
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SAN  JOSE,  CAL. — At  the  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the 
Town  Trustees  of  Alviso  rights  of  way  over  the  two  principal 
Alviso  streets  were  granted  to  the  San  Jose  Terminal  Rail- 
road Company,  which  has  announced  plans  to  build  an  inter- 
urban  road  connecting  San  Jose  and  that  place.  The  plans 
call  for  the  immediate  beginning  of  work  and  rights  of  way 
have  now  been  secured  for  the  entire  12  miles  of  line.  The 
projectors  of  the  new  road  plan  to  make  a  summer  and  win- 
ter resort  of  Alviso  and  it  is  expected  that  the  old  water 
route  to  San  Francisco  will  be  revived  as  a  passenger  and 
freight  line  with  the  opening  of  the  road.  John  A.  Mehling, 
B.  M.  Rea  and  M.  J.  Gardner,  officers  of  the  company,  pre- 
sented the  petition  of  the  company  to  the  Alviso  trustees. 

FAIRFIELD,  CAL. — For  the  purpose  of  building  a  i-ail- 
road  from  Cement  to  Tidewater,  touching  the  slough  at  a 
point  near  Rush's  landing,  about  two  miles  south  of  Suisun, 
the  Cement,  Tolenas  and  Tidewater  Railroad  Company  has 
been  incorporated.  Articles  of  incorporation  were  filed  with 
the  county  clerk.  The  life  of  the  company  is  50  years  and 
the  capital  stock  $500,000  divided  into  5000  shares  at  a  par 
value  of  $100  each.  The  sum  of  $6000  has  been  subscribed 
and  paid  into  the  treasury.  R.  B.  Henderson,  A.  D.  Flaw, 
W.  T.  Barnett,  Paul  C.  McCarthy  and  F.  D.  Madison  are  the 
incorporators.  Grading  for  the  line  was  commenced  about 
two  years  ago,  but  work  was  suspended  after  a  few  months, 
[t  is  stated  now  that  operations  on  the  road  will  again  be 
commenced  at  an  early  date. 


ILLUMINATION. 

COLTON,  CAL.— The  City  Trustees  through  Attorney 
Byron  Waters  have  been  presented  with  the  application  of 
the  Southern  California  Gas  Company  for  a  50-year  franchise 
through  the  streets  of  Colton.  C.  M.  Grow  is  superintendent 
of  the  company. 

ENCANTO,  CAL.— The  agent  of  the  San  Diego  Gas  and 
Electric  Company  is  canvassing  here  to  see  how  many  resi- 
dents will  utilize  gas  if  provided.  Prom  the  success  he  is 
meeting  it  is  probable  that  Encanto  will  soon  be  connected 
with  the-  San  Diego  plant. 

ABERDEEN,  WASH.— The  Council  has  passed  an  ordi- 
nance granting  to  the  Municipal  Heat  &  Light  Company  a 
franchise  to  construct  and  maintain  upon  certain  streets 
and  alleys  of  Aberdeen,  pipe  lines,  wires  and  conduits  for 
the  transmission  of  light. 

WOODVILLE,  ORE.— The  Town  Council  has  entered 
into  an  agreement  with  the  Rogue  River  Electric  Company 
under  the  terms  of  which  the  company  contracts  to  install 
an  electric  light  plant  complete  in  the  town  of  Woodville 
according  to  the  plans  and  specifications. 

EUGENE,  ORE.— The  city's  $25,000  electric  street  light- 
ing bonds  have  been  sold  to  local  people  and  the  work  of 
installing  the  lights  will  begin  at  once.  The  people  have 
voted  $57,000  more  bonds  for  the  further  extension  of  the 
street  lighting  system.  The  latter  issue  will  also  likely  go 
to  local  people. 

RIVERSIDE,  CAL.— The  Southern  California  Gas  Com- 
pany has  filed  correspondence  with  Mayor  Evans  revealing 
to  members  of  the  Council  the  purpose  of  the  company  to 
proceed  at  an  early  date  with  extension  of  its  high  pressure 
lines  to  Arlington;  serving  both  Brockton  avenue  and  resi- 
dents along  the  new  Magnolia  extension. 

HUNTINGTON  BEACH,  CAL.— G.  G.  Ivy  is  plan- 
ning to  erect  a  gas  plant  here  at  an  early  date.  He  is  now 
securing  names  of  those  who  will  use  it.  A  high  pressure 
system  will  be  used  and  each  block  will  be  so  piped  that 
it  can  be  supplied  when  it  is  fully  built  up  with  houses. 
One  of  the  gas  mains  will  be  laid  on  Olive  ave.,  branching 
each  way  into  the  alleys,  extending  from  Main  to  Fifteenth 
streets,   will   also   be   laid   in   other   streets.     The   generator 


of  the  manufacturing  plant  is  to  be  of  a  capacity  to  supply 
50,000  cubic  feet  of  gas  in  ten  hours.  Mr.  Ivy  will  have 
charge  of  the  plant. 

MADERA,  CAL. — Madera  citizens  are  looking  forward 
to  having  a  new  gas  system  in  operation  in  a  short  time. 
Contractor  P.  C.  Roberts  having  arrived  from  San  Francisco 
and  arranged  for  hastening  of  laying  the  mains.  It  is  ex- 
pected the  pipe  will  all  be  down  in  two  weeks  to  prevent 
interference  with  street  paving  work  already  planned. 

NORTH  YAKIMA,  WASH.— Chief  Engineer  D.  F.  McGee, 
of  the  Pacific  Power  &  Light  Company,  and  Consulting  Engi- 
neer D.  C.  Henny  were  at  the  Wapato  canal  in  the  Naches 
recently  investigating  conditions  preparatory  to  the  instal- 
lation of  various  improvements  and  changes.  The  Pacific 
Power  &  Light  Company  will  also  improve  the  local  street 
lighting  system.  The  present  old  style  multiple  arc  lights  will 
be  replaced  with  modern  arcs,  and  changes  will  be  made 
in  the  'local  substation. 


TELEPHONE    &   TELEGRAPH. 

VANCOUVER,  B.  C— The  British  Columbia  Telephone 
Company  has  plans  prepared  for  extensive  telephone  im- 
provements here. 

McMINNVILLE,  ORE.— Carlton's  City  Council  has 
granted  the  Carlton  Mutual  Telephone  Company  a  ten-year 
have  been  printed  repeatedly. 

ASTORIA,  ORE. — Grangers  in  the  vicinity  of  Knappa 
and  Svenson,  have  decided  that  to  supply  the  proper  service 
in  a  long  needed  telephone  line  they  would  organize  a  stock 
company,  the  stock  to  be  subscribed  by  the  farmers  and  the 
line  to  be  built  and  operated  by  them. 

ARCATA,  CAL. — F.  Blake,  proprietor  of  the  Independent 
telephone  line,  has  been  very  busy  for  the  past  week  pi-e- 
paring  to  build  about  two  miles  more  of  the  telephone  line 
which  will  run  out  to  the  mouth  of  Mad  River  and  will  take 
in   the   greater  number  of  ranches   along  the   way. 

CONCORD,  CAL. — A  company  to  be  known  as  the  Mt. 
Diablo  Telephone  Company  has  been  incorporated  here.  It 
is  the  plan  of  the  directors  to  construct  22  miles  of  tele- 
phone wires  in  the  country  outside  of  Concord.  The  lines 
will  run  through  Concord  to  the  Ygnacio  Valley  and  Clayton. 
The  officers  of  the  new  company  are:  H.  C.  Wetmore  of 
Concord,  president;  Joseph  F.  Frank  of  Clayton,  vice-presi- 
dent; Charles  Gordon  of  Clayton  secretary  and  treasurer. 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL.— Edward  J.  Nally,  first  vice- 
president  and  general  manager  of  the  Postal  Telegraph 
Cable  Cimpany,  is  at  San  Francisco.  Nally's  Western  trip 
has  given  rise  to  numerous  reports  that  his  mission  to 
San  Francisco  has  to  do  with  the  Postal's  absorption  in  Cali- 
fornia of  a  number  of  independent  telephone  companies,  with 
a  view  to  putting  the  telegraph  company  of  which  he  is  the 
managerial  head  on  a  better  footing  with  its  rival,  the  West- 
ern Union,  which  has  taken  control  of  the  Bell  Telephone 
Company's  interests  in  this  country. 

LOS  ANGELES,  CAL.— It  is  generally  conceded  that  a 
sweeping  victory  for  municipalities  in  the  State  of  Califor- 
nia which  seek  to  control  telephone  companies  by  franchises, 
was  scored  when  the  Supreme  Court  affirmed  the  opinion  of 
Judge  Walter  Bordwell  of  the  Superior  Court,  who  declared 
that  the  city  of  Pasadena  had  the  right  to  make  the  Pacific 
States  Telephone  &  Telegraph  Company  take  out  a  fran- 
chise in  order  to  operate  in  that  city.  In  its  opinion  the  Su- 
preme Court  establishes  a  precedent  which  will  in  time  be 
the  ground  for  the  city  of  Los  Angeles  to  require  the  Pacific 
St-ates  Telephone  &  Telegraph  Company  to  take  out  a  fran- 
chise tor  the  right  of  that  company  to  operate  in  Los  Angeles 
which  terminates  in  1916. 
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A  MODERN  FIRE  ALARM  INSTALLATION 


Like  nearly  all  electrical  communication  systems 
the  modern  fire  alarm  system  had  its  humble  be- 
ginnings, has  progressed  through  a  considerable  de- 
velopment stage,  and  now  is  coming  to  be  regarded 
as  a  field  for  trained  professional  effort. 


pointed   more   for  their  political   than   for  their   elec- 
trical  skill. 

Little  attention  was  paid  to  the  real  develop- 
ment of  the  early  systems,  or  even,  in  many  cases,  to 
the    proper    maintenance    of    their    essential    features. 


A    Modern    Fire-proof    Fire-alarm    Building    at    Oakland.    California. 


As  in  the  telephone  and  electric  light  field,  so 
the  early  fire  alarm  systems  were  developed  by  tele- 
graphers, or  those  skilled  in  that  art ;  but  with 
this  important  difference,  that  while  the  former  in- 
stallations were  largely  in  the  hands  of  private  cor- 
pMDrations,  the  latter  were,  in  general,  under  the  con- 
trol of  municipalities,  and  became,  naturally,  a  part 
of  .our   political   systems,    with     superintendents    ap- 


Boxes  were  allowed  to  become  run  down,  and  the 
overhead  circuits  were  allowed  to  rust  away  until 
even  ordinary  storms  were  sufficient  to  cripple  the 
system.  The  central  apparatus  was  placed  in  some 
out-of-the-way  location,  usually  in  an  engine  house, 
with  little  regard  for  very  important  functions,  it 
should  be  continuously  ready  to  perform. 

Oakland,    California,    was    no    exception    to    this 
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rule  of  progress.  For  many  years  its  fire  alarm  system 
was  the  usual  combination  of  obsolete  devices  in  vari- 
ous stages  of  disrepair,  amounting  at  times  to  a  dan- 
gerous condition  of  inefficiency. 

The  apparatus  was  housed  on  the  third  floor 
of  a  brick  building,  surrounded  by  frame  structures, 
incompatible  with  the  nature  of  the  system,  and  mili- 
tating against   developing  efficient   service. 

But  some  eight  years  ago  the  central  office  was 
removed  from  its  loft  over  an  engine  house  and  is 
now  situated  in  an  isolated  fireproof  steel  and  stone 


Main   Signal   Return   Room 


building  of  classic  design,  erected  for  this  purpose  in 
one  of  the  city  parks.  The  building  is  a  single 
story  with  a  deep  basement.  The  outer  walls  are 
Utah  sandstone,  cream  white,  soft  and  easy  to  work, 
but  of  a  quality  that  hardens  on  exposure.  The  door 
and  window  frames  are  metal  and  filled  with  heavy 
wire  mesh  glass.  The  roofs  and  floors  are  concrete, 
with  mosaic  finish  on  the  latter,  and  a  fireproof  wain- 
scot of  beautifully  veined  Vermont   marble. 

The  fire  alarm  equipment  consists  of  four  12  cir- 
cuit, main  line,  storage  battery,  slate-base  panels, 
mounted  in  steel  frame  and  so  wired  that  the  office 
may  be  operated  either  manually  or  automatically  as 
conditions  may  require.  For  automatic  operation  there 
are  two  repeaters  which  take  up  the  alarm  from  the 
fire-box  and  transmit  it  through  the  gong  lines  to  the 
engine  houses.  The  gong  lines  are  connected  in  series 
through  each  repeater,  the  operating  table,  the  manual 
transmitter  and  the  gong  panel  to  the  engine  houses. 
For  manual  operation  both  the  box  and  the  gong  lines 
are  brought  to  the  relay  and  tape  registering  table 
shown  in  the  illustration.  Here  the  box  circuits  are 
connected  to  the  closed  circuit  tape  machines  and  re- 
lays. Blinker  lights  are  provided  to  flash  their  vvfarn- 
ing  to  the  operator  should  his  attention  be  distracted 
from  any  cause  and  a  telegraph  key  permits  him  to 
signal  on  the  box  lines  whenever  that  becomes  nec- 
essary. The  gong  lines  are  also  connected  with  keys 
on  this  table.  One  line  passes  through  a  master  tape 
and  time  registering  machine  which  not  only  punches 
the  number  of  the  alarm  but  also  at  the  same  time 
records  the  time  of  sending  the  alarm  to  the  engine 
houses.  When  the  apparatus  is  to  be  operated  by  hand 
the  automatic  repeaters  are  switched  off  and  the  gong- 
lines  are  operated  either  through  the  manual  trans- 
mitter, or  the  keys  on  the  relay  and  tape  register  table. 


In  addition  to  the  regular  gong  lines,  high  speed  tapper 
lines  are  provided  to  be  used  principally  for  reporting 
engines  out,  or  returned  to  service,  and  they  are  also 
used  to  signal  fires.  A  two-dial,  four-plate  manual 
transmitter  with  which  both  gong  and  tapper  lines  are 
connected  gives  perfect  control  of  this  service.  Thus 
the  engine  houses  may  be  signaled  by  the  repeater,  by 
the  keys  on  the  table  or  by  the  manual  transmitter. 

The  use  of  the  tapper  lines  is  further  seen  in  the 
operation  at  the  engine  houses.  The  alarm,  whether 
sent  out  automatically  or  manually,  is  there  received 
first  on  the  tapper  line  at  a  high  rate  of  speed  as  a 
preliminary  warning  and  registered  on  a  tape  and  is 
followed  closely  by  the  alarm  on  the  gong  line  given 
much  more  slowly.  Companies  that  are  not  to  respond 
to  an  alarm,  signalled  by  the  tapper,  shut  off  the  gong 
line  and  all  the  subsidiary  apparatus  so  that  the  sleep- 
ing men  and  the  horses  may  not  be  unnecessarily  dis- 
turbed, but  the  man  on  watch  stands  ready  to  get 
a  possible  second  or  third  alarm  that  then  must  sound 
on  the  gong  and  send  the  company  out. 

The  advantage  of  the  manual  system  is  that  the 
box  may  be  run  at  a  high  speed,  bringing  the  alarms 
into  the  central  office  quickly,  where  they  are  trans- 
mitted quickly  to  the  engine  houses.  The  lines  are 
thereby  cleared  quickly  for  the  next  alarm,  a  feature' 
of  great  importance  in  large  cities,  where  at  times  one 
alarm  will  follow  another  in  rapid  succession. 

There  is  also  a  100  local  20  trunk,  private  ex- 
change telephone  board  (equipped  at  present  to  half 
its  capacity)  to  which  all  the  telephones  of  the  depart- 
ment are  connected.  Trunks  from  both  the  public 
telephone  companies  are  brought  to  this  board. 
Through  the  board  all  the  telephone  business  of  the 


Machine  Room  Where  Fire-alarm  Boxes  are  Manufactured. 

fire  department  is  transacted,  including  the  reporting 
of  fires  independently  of  box  alarms.  For  the  latter 
purpose  two  trunk  lines  are  used  exclusively  and 
lamps  connected  to  them  are  equipped  with  red  glass 
in  order  to  attract  the  attention  of  the  operator  in- 
stantly. 

The  storage  battery  is  situated  in  the  basement 
and  is  mounted  on  metal  racks  and  is  provided  with 
both  glass  and  porcelain  insulation.  All  wires  from 
battery  to  board  are  in  conduits  and  show  only  at 
battery  terminals ;  in  fact  all  wiring  is  in  conduit,  and, 
in  the  case  of  signal  lines,  in  lead  covered  cable. 
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FIRE  ALARM  AND 
POLBOE  TELEORAPH 

ELECTRICAL  DEPARTMENT. 

.     CITY  OF  OAKLAMD  C&L. 


I3tk.  St. 


Ground  Floor  Plan  Oakland  Fire-alarm   Installation. 


The  laying  out  of  the  building  conduit  system  re- 
quired forethought  because  the  needs  of  the  depart- 
ment for  many  years  to  come  had  to  be  anticipated. 
This  was  successfully  accomplished  on  the  checker- 
board plan,  with  traps  set  in  the  concrete  floor  above 
the  basement  in  such  order  that  any  part  of  the  room 
may  be  reached  from  any  other  part  without  expen- 
sive cutting  of  floors  whenever  changes  are  necessary. 

The  main  room  is  lighted  at  night  by  the  indirect 
system.  The  reflections  from  the  white  walls  and 
ceiling  and  from  the  marble  wainscot  and  light  colored 
stone  floor  gives  a  diffused  and  softened  light  without 
shadows  and  without  glare. 

A  large  room  on  the  main  floor,  of  the  same  width 
as  the  operating  room,  but  extending  back  only  half 
as  far,  is  devoted  t  o  the  shop  of  the  department, 
equipped  with  modern  tools  of  sufficient  number  and 
variety  to  enable  a  great  deal  of  high  class  work  to 
be  turned  out  at  a  very  considerable  saving  in  money 
both  on  repairs  and  on  new  construction,  and  with 


an  important  saving  in  time  on  emergency  work. 
Shaping  machines,  drill  presses,  lathes,  emery  wheels 
and  milling  machines,  one  of  which  of  considerable 
size,  furnish  a  wide  range  of  capacity.  Castings  have 
to  be  made  outside,  but  such  things  as  horse  releases, 
tape  registers,  gongs,  fire  boxes,  police  boxes,  automo- 
matic  lighting  switches  and  many  other  pieces  of  appa- 
ratus, with  all  their  complex  parts  are  made  in  this 
shop  in  a  superior  manner  and  with  a  material  money 
saving  to  the  city. 

As  with  the  housing  of  the  central  apparatus,  so 
with  the  system  of  wires  and  cables  connecting  with 
the  engine  houses  and  other  important  elements  of  the 
fire  department.  To  leave  them  exposed  to  the  hazard 
of  weather  and  other  causes  of  overthrow  or  disruption 
is  as  poor  judgment  as  to  have  no  proper  center  of  re- 
ception and  distribution.  As  fas  as  practicable  all  such 
wires  have  been  placed  underground  and  the  exten- 
sions planned  will  ultimately  cover  the  entire  plant. 
A  saturated  cable  seems  to  adapt  jtself  better  to  this 
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Storage   Cells   for   Oakland   Installation. 


class  of  work  than  the  dry  paper,  as  the  construction 
is  necessarily  of  a  mixed  nature  and  the  aerial  lines  are 
subject  to  contact  with  high  voltage  wires  of  lighting 
or  power  companies  that  would  be  very  apt  to  punc- 
ture the  insulation  of  the  ordinary  dry  paper  cable. 
The  service  does  not  demand  the  low  electrostatic 
capacity  of  this  type  of  cable,  but  does  demand  an  un- 
interrupted communication  at  all  times  which  the  dry 
paper,  on  account  of  its  rapid  deterioration  in  case 
of  puncture  of  the  armor,  does  not  offer.  An  insulation 
resistance  of  100  megohms,  if  maintained  throughout, 
is  sufficient,  but  a  higher  insulation  is  specified  be- 
cause of  the  difficulty  of  holding  up  the  terminals  in 
the  base  of  the  pedestals  of  fire  alarm  boxes  to  any- 
thing like  that  standard. 

When  the  underground  cable  sj^stem  as  at  pres- 
ent provided  for  is  completed  it  will  consist  of  over 
95,000  feet  of  lead  armored,  saturated  core  cable  of 
from  6  to  180  conductors  apiece.  About  one-third 
of  these  conductors  are  19  gauge  and  are  twisted  in 
pairs  to  be  used  for  telephone  purpose  only.  The 
balance  consists  of  16  gauge  straight  conductors  and 
are  used  for  fire  box  and  engine  house  circuits. 

Each  separate  conductor  is  insulated  with  three 
layers  of  paper  thoroughly  saturated  with  a  high  grade 
compound.  The  insulation  resistance  of  this  style 
of  cable  varies  from  300  to  600  megohms  per  mile. 
Considerable  difficulty  was  experienced  in  obtaining 
cable  of  low  electrostatic  capacity  with  the  saturated 
core  feature.  However,  as  low  an  average  as  0.15  m.f. 
per  mile  was  obtained  on  the  last  order,  the  first  order 
being  rejected  because  of  a  capacity  of  about  100  per 
cent  above  that  specified. 

Underground  conduit  space  is  furnished  the  city 
by  the  Home  and  the  Pacific  Tel.  &  Tel.  Com- 
panies; also  position  for  wires  on  their  poles  is  fur- 
nished when  desired.  About  one  mile  of  underground 
conduit  was  laid  in  districts  not  covered  by  either  of 
the   two   operating  telephone   companies.     The   main 


cables  extend  from  a  radius  of  about  15,000  feet 
to  a  distributing  frame  in  the  operating  room  of 
the  fire  alarm  building.  All  cables,  including  the 
Home  and  the  Pacific  Tel.  &  Tel.  Companies' 
telephone  trunk  lines,  enter  the  operating  room  through 
200  conductor  rubber  insulated  lead  armored  cables, 
and  terminate  on  standard  25  pair  terminal  blocks 
mounted  on  the  top  of  the  distributing  frame. 

Twenty  pair  fuse  mountings  equipped  with  ^ 
amp.  pencil  fuses  occupy  the  lower  half  of  the  dis- 
tributing frame.  Both  the  fire  alarm  box  circuits  and 
the  telephone  switchboard  lines  terminate  on  the  front 
of  the  fuse  mountings. 

The  cross  connections  are  made  from  the  under- 
ground cable  terminal  strip  by  running  flame  proof 
rubber  covered  wire  from  the  cable  pair  desired, 
through  enameled  rings  down  to  the  fuse  mountings 
where  connections  can  be  made  to  any  line  on  the  fire 
alarm  or  telephone  switchboard. 

This  distributing  frame,  (capacity  300  lines),  is 
covered  with  a  cabinet  having  glass  doors  on  the  front 
and  back,  which  render  the  frame  accessible  from  either 
side.  The  top  of  the  cabinet  is  covered  by  a  marble 
slab  4  ft.  long  by  3  ft.  wide  and  has  a  galvono- 
meter  and  bridge  mounted  on  it,  arranged  for  locating 
cable  and  line  trouble.  As  the  distributing  frame  is 
located  on  the  same  floor  and  near  the  fire  alarm  and 
telephone  switchboard,  it  is  easily  accessible  to  the 
operator,  who  can  make  tests  on  lines  without  being 
called  a  great  distance  from  his  work. 

Repeaters,  operating  table  and  manual  transmit- 
ter are  mounted  on  marble  bases  supported  by  steel 
frames  as  a  further  protection  against  fire  or  damage 
by  high  voltage  lines. 

All  the  contracts  let  were  for  material  only.  Con- 
duit, switchboards,  instruments,  wiring  and  cable,  in 
fact  all  electrical  apparatus  connected  with  the  in- 
stallation was  installed  by  the  electrical  department 
of  the  city;  thus  the  operating  force  gained  a  detailed 
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knowledge  of  the  location  and  manner  of  installation 
of  all  the  circuits.  All  of  the  work,  both  engineering 
and  construction,  was  carried  out  under  the  personal 
direction  of  the  city  electrician,  Mr.  George  R.  Bab- 
cock. 

Reference  was  made  to  provision  for  future  ex- 
pansion of  the  system.  Of  course  it  is  plain  that  so  far 
as  laying  of  conduits  and  stringing  of  wires  is  con- 
cerned the  growth  of  the  city  will  offer  no  special  diffi- 
culty, but  a  central  station  not  planned  on  its  estab- 
lishment for  such  increase  of  duty  would  involve  great 
expense  and  possible  delay.  In  this  installation  the 
future  has  been  considered  so  that  expansion  of 
capacity  means  but  the  minimum  of  installation  of  new 
apparatus  and  of  expense.  The  present  capacity  is  for 
a  city  of  200,000  inhabitants  to  which  limit  Oakland  is 
fast  approaching;  but  with  the  duplication  of  appara- 
tus already  installed  and  without  change  in  the  build- 
ing or  in  any  of  the  cable  systems  a  capacity  for  a  city 
of  a  million  of  people  may  easily  be  obtained. 

The  progressive  spirit  displayed  by  the  people  of 
Oakland  should  meet  with  general  commendation,  for 
it  has  brought  about,  among  other  great  improvements, 
the  erection  of  an  electrical  building  that  is  one  of  the 
handsomest  and  most  modern  in  the  United  States. 
Wherever  interest  is  shown  in  the  care  of  electrical 
equipment  the  electrical  building  of  Oakland  is  de- 
servedly pointed  to  as  a  pattern  for  this  kind  of  con- 
struction. Further  provision  voted  by  the  people  of 
Oakland  for  the  erection  of  municipal  buildings  gives 
$1,300,000  for  the  construction  of  a  new  city  hall — 
the  cornerstone  of  which  has  just  been  laid  by  Presi- 
dent Taft— and  allows  $3,000,000  for  building  addi- 
tional school  houses,  and  authorizes  the  expenditure 
of  $500,000  for  the  erection  of  a  magnificent  public- 
auditorium. 

Oakland  has  been  exceedingly  fortunate  in  her 
choice  of  public  officials,  to  whose  efforts  during  the 
last  eight  years  are  largely  due  the  splendid  progress 
she  has  made  and  the  uninterrupted  prosperity  she 
has  enjoyed. 


SAN  FRANCISCO  SECTION,  A.  L  E.  E. 

The  next  meeting  of  the  San  Francisco  Section  of 
the  American  Institute  of  Electrical  Engineers  will  be 
held  at  8  p.  m.,  Friday,  December  !,  at  the  Home  Tele- 
phone Company's  building.  This  meeting  has  been 
postponed  from  the  regular  meeting  date  of  November 
24  on  account  of  the  absence  of  a  large  number  of 
engineers  who  will  participate  in  the  discussion.  The 
paper  for  discussion  is  the  "Reconstruction  of  a  20,000 
H.P.  Hydroelectric  Power  Plant,"  by  Geo.  J.  Henry 
Jr.  and  J-  H.  Hansen.  This  paper  is  printed  in  full  on 
this  and  succeeding  pages  in  order  that  everyone  may 
be  prepared  to  discuss  it  intelligently.  As  this  will  be 
the  last  meeting  of  the  present  calendar  year  on  ac- 
count of  the  Christmas  holidays  and  as  several  mat- 
ters of  importance  are  to  be  presented,  a  full  attend- 
ance of  all  members  is  especially  urged.  These  meet- 
ings are  open  to  the  public  and  it  is  hoped  that  the 
civil  and  mechanical  engineers  will  lend  their  pres- 
ence and  take  part  in  the  discussion.  A  table  d'hote 
dinner  will  be  served  at  the  Old  Poodle  Dog  restau- 
rant on  Bush  street  at  6:15  p.  m.  before  the  meeting. 


RECONSTRUCTION  OF  A  20,000  H.P.  HYDRO- 
ELECTRIC POWER  PLANT. 

BY  G.  J.  HENRY  JR.  and  J.  H.  HANSEN. 

The  Kern  River  power  plant  of  the  Pacific  Light 
&  Power  Company  of  Los  Angeles  has  several  inter- 
esting features,  especially  with  reference  to  the  devel- 
opment and  installation  of  modern  water  turbines. 
The  plant  is  situated  on  the  Kern  River  and  is  also 
known  as  the  Borel  station  of  the  Pacific  Light  & 
Power  Company.  It  consists  of  five  2500  kw.  Bullock 
generators,  which  are  water  wheel  driven  and  form 
a  part  of  the  company's  power  system,  furnishing  Los 
Angeles  with  electricity  through  upwards  of  150  miles 
of  transmission  line. 

The  water  for  driving  the  turbines  is  taken  from 
the  Kern  River  and  carried  through  a  cemented  canal 
12  miles  long  to  a  forebay  directly  above  the  power 
house.  In  this  way  a  drop  of  260  ft.  is  created  and 
the  water  is  taken  from  the  forebay  to  the  turbines 
through  five  5  ft.  diameter  steel  pipes  each  500  ft. 
long.  The  plant  is  reached  by  an  old  mountain  road 
35  miles  long,  which  touches  an  altitude  of  4000  ft. 


Showing 


Operation    of    Wicket    Gates    of    Pelton- 
Franeis   Turbines. 


and  the  plant  itself  has  an  elevation  of  2500  ft.  above 
sea  level. 

The  original  installation  consisted  of  five  impulse 
turbines  of  the  Girard  type.  The  wheels  were  mounted 
overhung  on  the  16  in.  shaft  extension  of  the  gener- 
ators and  the  speed  of  the  wheels  was  231  r.p.m.  As 
the  power  house  is  situated  on  a  bank  about  25  ft. 
above  the  river,  the  wheels  were  provided  with  draft 
tubes  and  by  means  of  air  inlet  into  the  casing,  which 
was  regulated  through  a  float  valve  in  the  tailrace, 
the  water  in  the  draft  tube  was  to  be  kept  a  certain 
distance  below  the  wheels.  After  about  four  years' 
operation  it  was  decided  to  take  out  the  Girard  tur- 
bines, as  they  did  not  have  the  desired  efficiency. 
The  operation  of  the  Girard  type  of  wheel  under  these 
conditions  proved  unsatisfactory  from  the  start  and 
many  changes  were  made  in  the  structural  features 
in  an  effort  to  better  the  efficiency  and  reliability,  but 
without  much  success.  The  investment  was  extremely 
heavy  for  the  power  obtained,  so  much  so  as  to  make 
steam  generation  from  oil  quite  attractive ;  and  this 
combined  with  the  annoyance  of  constant  shut- 
downs established  a  strong  feeling  in  the  minds  of 
many  operators,   engineers   and   managers   of  Pacific 


S02 


JOURNAL    OF    ELECTRICITY,    POWER    AND    GAS 


[Vol.  XXVII— No.  22 


Coast  plants  against  turbine  units  in  general.  Tur- 
bines— in  fact  hydraulic  power  plants  generally, — 
may  be  said  to  be  like  little  Susie  who 

"When  she  was  good,  was  very,  very  good, 
And  when  she  was  bad  she  was  horrid." 

At  about  this  time  the  problem  was  presented  to 
the  Pelton  Water  Wheel  Company  of  San  Francisco, 
who,  after  investigation,  recommended  a  Pelton- 
Francis   turbine    for    the    conditions    there     involved, 


Weir. 

although  the  generator  speed  of  231  was  quite  low 
for  this  type  of  wheel.  The  use  of  a  tangential  type 
of  wheel  was  opposed  as  entirely  unsuited  to  the  con- 
ditions. However,  the  Pacific  Light  &  Power  Com- 
pany placed  a  contract  with  another  builder  for  a  tan- 
gential type  of  unit,  based  on  guarantees  of  perform- 
ance, which  in  the  writer's  opinion  could  never  be  met 
by  this  type  of  unit.  As  built  and  tested,  this  con- 
sisted of  two  wheels,  each  supplied  with  two  needle 
nozzles  set  in  a  pit  some  9  ft.  below  the  floor  line,  in 
order  to  reduce  the  draft  head  to  a  minimum  and  in- 
crease the  pressure  head.  It  is  our  belief  that  noth- 
ing but  disastrous  results  have  so  far  been  obtained, 
in  spite  of  several  changes  in  the  unit,  including  an 
abandonment  of  the  use  of  draft. 

The  Pelton  company  was  awarded  the  contract 
for  the  four  other  units,  the  purchaser  taking  the  pre- 
caution to  have  the  first  unit  built,  installed  and  thor- 
oughly tested,  in  compliance  with  guarantees,  before 
authorizing  the  manufacture  of  the  other  three  units. 

In  the  design  of  these  Pelton-Francis  turbines, 
with  a  speed  constant : 

n 

=  14.4 


Va 


which   combined    with    discharge    constant : 

gives  a  specific  speed : 

„    _   n  1-    hp.        ,,  - 

in  the  metric  system  or  14.2  in  English  units,  a  run- 
ner design  of  rather  large  diameter  ^84  in)  was  neces- 
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Plan   and   Details    of   Weir. 

sary,  thus  making  the  surface  friction  and  runnei 
and  casing  clearances  rather  critical.  In  other  words, 
the  runner  is  of  necessity  what  is  known  as  an  ex- 
tremely low  speed  type  for  the  attainment  of  best 
efficiencies.  The  large  diameter  of  the  runner  of  course 
makes  necessary  a  large  diameter  of  spiral  casing 
weighing  upwards  of  30,000  lb.  and  standing  163^2 
ft.  high.  This  is  parted  horizontally.  The  flow  of 
water  to  the  turbine  may  be  controlled  by  a  42  in. 
hydraulically  operated  gate  valve.  The  water  passage 
to  the  runner  is  under  the  control  of  2>2  cast  steel 
wicket  gates  or  guide  vanes  outside  packed  and  of 
carefully  plotted  curvature,  to  insure  good  efficien- 
cies at  fractional  loads.  A  cast  steel  gate  ring 
actuated  by  the  governor  controls  the  synchronous 
movement  of  these  wicket  gates  through  suitable 
levers  and  links.  The  turbine  runner  is  of  manganese 
bronze  and  great  care  was  taken  in  the  molding  to  in- 
sure smooth  water  surfaces,  being  afterwards  hand 
scraped  and  machined  to  absolute  smoothness.  The 
runner  is  hydraulically  balanced  by  chambers  on  each 
side,  but  a  double  disc  thrust  bearing  with  automatic 
ring  oiling  supply  is  also  provided.  The  runner  dis- 
charge occurs  over  a  fixed  conical  thimble  surrounding 
and  protecting  the  shaft  and  extending  into  the  draft 
elbow.  The  reaction  from  the  runner  is  thus  taken 
up  by  this  stationary  discharge  thimble,  which  reduces 
the  end  thrust  on  the  bearing.  The  draft  tube  ex- 
tends from  the  flange  outlet  of  the  draft  elbow  27  ft. 
below  the  shaft  center  line,  flaring  suitably  to  reduce 
the  discharge  velocity  to  a  minimum.  The  casing  cov- 
ers are  made  parting  to  facilitate  access.  The  shaft, 
where  it  extends  through  the  packing  glands,  is  pro- 
tected from  wear  by  a  suitable  parting  bronze  wearing 
shield,  which  can  be  readily  replaced.  The  water  pass- 
age between  the  wicket  gates  and  runner  is  protected 
by  bronze  liner  plates  readily  replaceable  in  the  event 
of  wear.  Aside  from  the  adjustment  provided  for  the 
wicket  gates,  the  connecting  rods  between  the  gate 
ring  and  governor  rockshaft  are  adjustable. 
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In  most  installations  a  synchronously  operated  re- 
lief valve  is  direct  connected  to  this  rockshaft  to  pre- 
vent water  hammer  in  the  pipe  line  due  to  the  gov- 
ernor's action  at  load  changes.  In  this  particular 
plant,  however,  the  governor  works  directly  on  the 
wicket  gates,  but  is  set  to  make  the  stroke  slow  enough 
to  prevent  a  material  pressure  rise  in  the  short  pipe 
line. 


Pelton-Francis   Turbine   Erected   at   Plant. 

The  first  unit  was  completed  and  installed  in 
March  of  this  year,  and  on  the  21st  and  22d  of  April 
an  elaborate  test  was  made  by  James  H.  Wise,  rep- 
resenting J.  G.  White  &  Company,  acting  hydraulic 
engineers  for  the  purchaser.  The  efficiency  was  found 
to  exceed  the  guarantees, — the  maximum  efficiency 
being  85.5  per  cent,  and  the  construction  of  the  other 
three  units  was  started  at  once. 

Test. 

The  efficiency  test  is  interesting,  as  it  was  made 
with  every  possible  method  of  refinement,  both  on 
the  electrical  as  well  as  the  hydraulic  end. 

For  measuring  the  water  a  permanent  weir  was 
built  in  the  tailrace,  consisting  of  two  weirs  each  9.7.5 
ft.  wide  and  about  10  ft.  apart.  Two  hook  gages  were 
used  and  an  average  of  six  readings  of  each  gage  was 
taken  for  determining  the  flow  of  water  over  the  weir. 
In  calculating  the  water  quantity,  the  Francis  formula 
was  used: 

Q  =  3.33  (b  —  0.1  nli  )  [  (H  -f  h)V=  —  h7=  ] 
thus   allowing   for  the   end   contraction   and   also   the 
velocity  of  approach  at  each  test. 

Baffle  boards  evenly  spaced  were  set  IS  ft.  back 
of  the  weir  crest  in  order  to  get  a  perfectly  even  flow 
of  water  over  the  weir. 

The  velocity  of  approach  did  not  exceed  1  ft.  per 
second  at  any  of  the  tests.  For  measuring  the  pres- 
sure head  at  the  turbine,  a  Bourdon  gage  was  con- 
nected to  a  prizometer  ring  on  the  inlet  pipe  and  the 
average  of  the  pressure  at  quarter  points  of  the  pipe 
was  obtained.  The  gage  was  checked  (in  place)  be- 
fore and  after  the  test  with  a  Crosby  dead  weight  gage 
tester  and  the  necessary  corrections  made.  The  vac- 
uum was  measured  by  means  of  mercury  U  tubes  at 
quarter  points  on  the  draft  tube.  The  actual  distance 
from  center  line  of  shaft  to  tailrace  level  was  also  meas- 
ured for  establishing  the  draft  head  which  varied  from 
24  to  22.66  ft. 

For  calculating  the  input  to  the  turbine,  the  total 
effective  head  was  made  up  of  the  pressure  head  in 
the  supply  pipe  at  the  turbine  plus  the  velocity  head 


at  this  point,  plus  draft  head,  all  corrected  to  center 
line  of  shaft. 

The  electrical  measurements  for  establishing  the 
generator  output  and  also  for  determining  the  effi- 
ciency of  the  generator,  were  made  with  indicating 


Mercury  Vacuum  Gauge. 


and  integrating  watt  meters.  Generator  No.  3,  the 
unit  under  test,  was  paralleled  with  the  transmission 
line     and     partly     loaded,    but     it    was     found     that 


~t'j  Ji  »  J  i~s~jr'i"  if  "  <*  'J  M  fs  •*  At  it  It  rot'  tt  tjt>zs" 
Efficiency   Test  o£   4000   H.P.   Pelton-Francis   Turbine. 

its  voltage  could  not  be  raised  above  2000  volts 
with  a  unity  power  factor  on  the  generator.  As  it  was 
desirable  to  run  the  test  with  as  near  the  normal  ter- 
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Test   Results; 


minal  voltage  of  2200  for  the  generator  as  possible, 
generator  No.  2  was  started  up  and  also  paralleled 
with  the  transmission  line.  Then  the  water  of  this 
unit  was  shut  off,  allowing  it  to  float  on  the  line ;  and 
by  over-exciting  its  field,  the  transmission  voltage  was 
raised,  so  that  the  generator  under  test  could  be  run 
at  practically  nominal  voltage.  All  the  other  genera- 
tors were  shut  down  during  the  entire  test. 

As  all  the  generators  of  this  power  station  operate 
with    the    neutral    point    of    the    armature    winding 


Am/nefir 


grounded,  this  ground  connection  was  cut  off  during 
the  test  in  order  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  an)' 
power  being  exchanged  through  this  neutral  and  the 
third  leg,  which  does  not  pass  through  the  watt  meters. 

Efficiency  Test  of  Generator. 

Immediately  after  the  full  load  test  was  made,  the 
generator  was  shut  down  and  the  armature  resist- 
ance taken  while  the  copper  was  still  hot.  The  "drop 
of  potential"  method  was  used  for  this.  In  order  to 
determine  the  iron  loss  and  the  friction  and  windage 
losses,  both  generators  Nos.  2  and  3  were  put  on 
the  transmission  line  and  then  the  water  shut  off 
generator  No.  3  and  both  generators  cut  loose  from 
the  transmission  line.  In  this  way  the  generator  under 
test  was  run  as  a  synchronous  motor  and  was  now 
given  an  increased  field  excitation  for  each  point  of 
the  test.  The  voltage  of  the  driving  generator  was 
varied  so  as  to  give  a  unity  power  factor  input  to  the 
synchronous    motor,      Generator    No.   2,    the    driving 


machine,  was  held  at  50  cycles  by  the  man  operating 
the  turbine  gates,  he  having  a  frequency  meter  at 
his  post.  From  the  test  curve  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
maximum  efficiency  of  the  generators  ran  as  high  as 
95.7  per  cent  for  full  overload  and  92  per  cent  at  half 
load. 

The  accompanying  test  results  are  self-explana- 
tory and  interesting,  as  they  prove  that  a  reaction  tur- 
bine can  give  excellent  results  and  high  efficiencies 
under  extremely  unfavorable  conditions,  where  even 
impulse  wheels  have  been  considered. 

The  hydraulic  end  of  the  test  was  handled  by 
James  Wise,  now  assistant  general  manager  of  the 
Pacific  Gas  &  Electric  Company,  and  Mr.  Jos.  Mini,  Jr., 
had  charge  of  the  electrical  end.  Present  also  during 
the  test  was  Mr.  Woodbury  from  the  Pacific  Light 
&  Power  Company  of  Los  Angeles. 


IDAHO  CEDARMEN  ADOPT  STANDARD  LIST 
OF  WEIGHTS  OF  POLES. 

The  Idaho  Cedarmen's  Association  met  November 
7,  in  Spokane,  at  the  call  of  President  Lindsley.  Sev- 
eral matters  of  interest  were  taken  up  and  considered, 
among  them  the  adoption  of  a  standard  list  of  weights 
of  poles.  A  committee  on  publicity  was  appointed  by 
the  president,  consisting  of  J.  C.  Davis,  of  the  Humbird 
Lumber  Company ;  H.  C.  Culver,  of  the  Sand  Point 
Lumber  &  Pole  Company,  and  R.  L.  Bayne,  of  the 
Lindsley  Brothers  Company,  to  look  into  the  matter  of 
securing  a  greater  publicity  for  the  merits  of  the 
western  cedar  poles.  An  early  issue  of  the  Journal 
of  Electricity,  Power  &  Gas  will  contain  the  results  of 
a  series  of  careful  tests  on  the  strength  of  poles  re- 
cently conducted  by  the  Pacific  Telephone  &  Tele- 
graph Company,  which  show  the  superiority  of  west- 
ern over  eastern  cedar. 


STANDARD   BOILER   RULES. 

Standard  rules  for  the  care  and  construction  of 
boilers  are  to  be  made  the  subject  of  study  by  a  special 
committee  appointed  by  the  American  Society  of 
Mechanical  Engineers.  There  is  reason  to  believe  that 
a  set  of  carefully  prepared  specifications  formulated 
and  recommended  by  such  a  committee  will  be  recog- 
nized as  a  standard  by  legislatures  and  officials,  and 
that  uniformity  in  legal  provisions  will  be  obtained. 
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BREAKING  OF  SNOW  BLOCKADES  IN  NORTH- 
WEST. 

That  tlie  single-phase  systems  is  inherently  fitted 
for  electric  railways  is  well  illustrated  by  some  ex- 
periences that  the  Spokane  and  Inland  Railroad  Com- 
pany, which  operates  a  11,000  volt,  single-phase  line 
in  the  State  of  Washington,  has  had  during  the  last 
two  years. 

It  has  been  found  that  during  the  winter  when 
the  steam  trains,  operating  on  routes  paralleling  that 
of  the  single-phase,  are  unable  to  get  through  without 
considerable  delay,  single-phase  trains  hold  very 
closely  to  their  schedules.  The  principal  reason  for 
this  is  that  on  a  single-phase  road  the  voltage  is  so  high 
that  it  holds  up  to  almost  normal  even  when  the  mo- 
tors on  the  locomotives  or  cars  are  drawing  very  heavy 
currents.  Upon  an  ordinary  600  volt  road  when  the 
cars  must  "buck"  snow,  the  current  consumption  is  so 
great  that  the  line  voltages  usually  drop  to  a  value  too 
low  for  efifective  operation.  On  a  steam  road  the  abil- 
ity of  a  steam  locomotive  to  haul  loads  is  actually  re- 


the  Spokane  and  Inland  trains  more  than  20  minutes 
behind  its  schedule.  This  excellent  showing  was 
maintained  even  when  there  was  a  foot  or  more  of 
snow  on  the  ground  and  six  to  ten  feet  of  it  in  cuts. 
No  regular  snow  plough  is  used  on  the  Spokane  and 
Inland  lines. 

The  illustration  shows  a  train  just  after  arriving 
in  Spokane  20  minutes  late  after  riding  through  a 
storm  that  completely  tied  up  all  the  steam  roads  in 
the  vicinity.  The  Spokane  and  Inland  motor  car 
shown  in  the  illustration  is  equipped  with  four  No. 
132  Westinghouse  single-phase  motors  and  Westing- 
house  HB  control. 


BIDS  FOR  ELECTRIC  CARS. 

Rids  for  constructing  43  cars  of  the  pay-as-you- 
enter  type  for  the  Geary-Street  municipal  railroad 
were  opened  Wednesday  by  the  Board  of  Public 
Works.  Separate  proposals  for  all-steel  and  semi- 
steel  cars  were  asked.     Only  one  bid  was  received  for 


Electric  Train  Arriving  in   Spokane  When  All   Steam   Roads  Were   Tied   Up. 


duced  in  cold  weather  because  of  the  greater  losses  of 
heat  from  the  locomotive.  The  reverse  is  true  with  an 
electric  locomotive  because  in  cold  weather  the  motors 
are  maintained  at  a  much  lower  temperature  than  in 
warm  weather,  hence  their  ratings  are  increased. 

As  indicated  in  the  illustration  the  only  plough 
used  on  the  Spokane  and  Inland  trains  was  one  of  the 
usual  shield  type  mounted  on  the  pilot.  This  has 
proven  to  be  entirely  effectual  in  keeping  the  line 
clear  enough  of  snow  for  satisfactory  single-phase 
operation. 

The  winter  of  1909  and  1910  was  one  of  the  most 
severe  ever  experienced  in  that  vicinity.  The  Spo- 
kane and  Inland  was  the  only  local  road  that  main- 
tained its  regular  scheduled  service  through  this  try- 
ing winter.    At  no  time  during  the  worst  storms  was 


all-steel  cars.  It  came  from  the  Pierson-Roeding  Co., 
representing  J.  G.  Brill  &  Co.,  of  Philadelphia,  these 
manufacturers  oiTering  to  furnish  such  cars  for  $9600 
each.  Their  bid  for  semi-steel  cars  was  $7950  each. 
The  other  bids  for  semi-steel  cars  were :  \\'.  L.  Hol- 
man  &  Co.  of  San  Francisco,  $7393  each:  ]\IcGuire- 
Cummings  Mfg.  Co.  of  Chicago,  $7145  each ;  Jewett 
Car  Co.  of  Newark,  O.,  $6554  each.  The  lowest  bid, 
that  of  the  Jewett  Car  Co.  of  Ohio,  amounted  to  $287,- 
222  for  cars  and  extra  trucks.  That  of  the  San  Fran- 
cisco car  manufacturing  concern,  the  Holman  company, 
was  $50,000  greater,  aggregating  $337,222.  The  other 
totals  were:  McGuire-Cummings  Co.  $312,635:  Pier- 
son-Roeding Co.  $419,300  for  all-steel  and  $348,350  for 
semi-steel.  The  award  of  the  contract  was  deferred 
until  next  Wednesday. 
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SIMPLE  LAWS  OF  EXPANSION.' 

BY  ROBERT   SIBLEY. 

We  come  now  to  a  consideration  of  the  laws  of 
expansion  of  perfect  gases  touched  upon  in  the  fifth 
lecture  of  this  series.  It  will  be  recalled  we  found 
that  in  a  so-called  perfect  gas  the  pressure,  volume, 
and  temperature  are  always  related,  as  expressed  in 
the  following  equation : 

pv  =  RT (1) 

in  which  p  is  the  pressure  in  lb.  per  sq.  ft.,  v  the 
volume  of  one  lb.  expressed  in  cubic  ft.,  T  is  the  ab- 
solute temperature  in  Fahrenheit  degrees,  and  R  is  a 
constant  for  each  particular  gas,  having  a  value  of 
53.37  for  air. 

Since  we  are  now  about  to  enter  upon  a  discus- 
sion of  methods  of  computing  power  in  various  steam, 
air,  and  other  gas  engines,  it  is  necessary  for  us  not 
only  to  thoroughly  understand  this  relationship,  but 
also  some  of  the  laws  of  expansion  met  with  in  en- 
gineering applications. 

We  have  defined  specific  heat  in  previous  lectures  as 
being  the  quantity  of  heat  necessary  to  raise  one  lb.  of  a 
substance  one  degree  in  temperature.  In  the  case  of 
gases,  however,  we  find  that,  in  general  a  gas  has  two 
specific  heats.  The  specific  heat  at  constant  volume, 
Ct,  is  the  quantity  of  heat  necessary  to  raise  the  gas 
one  degree  in  temperature,-  the  volume  remaining  the 
same.  For  air  this  quantity  of  heat  is  0.17  B.t.u.  or 
132  ft.  lb.  The  specific  heat  at  constant  pressure  Cp, 
is  the  quantity  of  heat  necessary  to  raise  the  gas  one 
degree  in  temperature,  the  pressure  remaining  con- 
stant and  the  volume  expanding  to  accommodate  the 
new  conditions.  For  air  this  quantity  of  heat  is  0.239 
B.t.u.,  or  186  ft.  lb. 

It  is  evident,  then,  that  heat  is  utilized  for  some- 
thing else  than  actually  raising  the  temperature,  and 
this  something  else  is  exactly  what  we  desire  to  look 
into,  for,  as  engineers,  we  find  it  has  the  most  useful 
applications.  As  engineers  we  are  interested  in  any- 
thing that  can  do  work.  We  define  work  as  a  product 
of  a  force  and  the  distance  through  which  the  force 
acts.  Thus  in  a  steam  engine  the  total  force  in  lb. 
acting  on  the  piston  head  multiplied  by  the  stroke  in 
ft.  gives  us  at  once  the  ft.  lb.  of  work  done  each 
stroke.  If  then  P  is  the  pressure  in  lb.  per  sq.  in. 
and  A  is  the  area  of  the  piston  head  in  sq.  in.,  the 
total  force  is  PA  lb.,  and  if  this  force  acts  through 
a  distance  of  L  ft.,  the  same  being  the  so-called  stroke 
of  the  engine,  the  work  done  is  PLA  ft.  lb.  per  stroke. 
Again,  if  there  are  N  strokes  per  minute  the  total  ft. 
lb.  of  work  per  min.  are  PLAN.  Now  we  define  one 
horsepower  as  work  at  the  rate  of  33,000  ft.  lb.  per 
min.     Hence  the  horsepower  in  any  engine  is  at  once 

PLAN 
H.P.= (2) 

.3.3,000 

We  are  interested  in  computing  the  particular 
value  of  P  to  substitute  in  the  above  formula.  It  is 
evident  in  any  given  case  that  the  pressure  will  be 
different  at  different  parts  of  the  stroke.    Hence  in  the 

'This  paper  comprises  the  Twelfth  Lecture  of  tlie  series 
appearing-  in  these  columns  entitled  "Primer  of  Applied  Ther- 
modynamics," -which  is  a  resume,  devoid  of  higher  mathematics, 
covering  the  essentials  of  a  series  of  lectures  no-n*  heing  given 
by  the  editor  of  this  Journal  before  the  Mechanical  Engineer- 
ing students  at  the  University   of  California. 


succeeding  lectures  we  shall  devote  considerable  at- 
tention to  methods  of  computing  an  average  for  P,  or, 
in  other  words,  such  a  value  that  we  can  substitute 
directly  in  our  formula  above  and  accomplish  exactly 
the  same  results  we  would  otherwise  accomplish  by 
taking  the  instantaneous  values  of  the  pressure  at  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  stroke. 

When  heat  is  supplied  to  a  gas,  this  energy  in 
general  performs  two  functions.  Part  of  the  energy 
goes  toward  raising  the  temperature  and  the  remain- 
der toward  performing  work.  Hence  the  thermody- 
namic efficiency  of  a  heat  engine  is  always  at  once 
computed  by  taking  the  ratio  of  the  actual  work  done 
by  the  gas  to  the  total  heat  energy  supplied.  In  order 
to  make  a  gas  expand  or  compress  at  our  pleasure,  we 
must  have  means  of  supplying  heat  and  drawing  it 
off  at  proper  intervals.  A  regulation  of  the  pressure, 
too,  must  also  be  under  our  control. 

Let  us  suppose  that  we  have  in  the  cylinder  in 
Fig.  28,  10  units  of  air  by  volume  and  that  the  air  is 
under  10  units  of  pressure.  This,  plotted  to  scale 
below,  is  shown  at  1  in  the  pressure-volume  diagram. 
Now  by  means  of  pipes  a  a  ...  let  us  admit  heat 
in  sufficient  quantity  to  cause  the  air  to  expand  and 
at  the  same  time  raise  the  temperature  of  the  air. 
The  piston  head  shown  at  B  C  will  be  pushed  for- 
ward to  E  F.  Let  us  suppose  that  the  line  1-2  cor- 
rectly represents  the  volume  and  pressure  at  any 
point  during  this  movement.  At  the  point  E  F,  let 
us  now  manipulate  the  cooling  pipes  bb  .  .  .  in  such 
a  manner  that  as  the  air  still  further  expands  to  I  J, 
the  temperature  is  reduced  and  the  pressure  falls  off 
so  that  the  line  2-3  correctly  represents  the  pressure 
and  volume  at  any  position  of  the  piston  head.  On 
the  return  stroke,  as  the  piston  moves  from  I J  to 
G  H,  the  pipes  a  and  b  are  manipulated  so  that  proper 
quantities  of  heat  are  supplied  or  drawn  off  to  make 
3-4  represent  the  pressure  and  volume  in  a  law  similar 
to  the  expansion  from  1  to  2  and  the  point  4  is  at 
such  a  place  that  when  the  piston  head  completes  its 
stroke  from  G  H  to  B  C  heat  is  supplied,  or  drawn 
off  on  a  similar  law  to  that  from  E  F  to  I  J  so  that  the 
compression  curve  4-1  is  similar  to  the  curve  2-3  and 
exactly  closes  at  1.  Such  a  series  of  operations  is 
known  as  a  cycle  and  depending  upon  the  particular 
nature  of  its  composing  curves  has  very  important 
applications  in  heat  and  gas  engines  of  all  kinds. 

Now  as  the  piston  in  the  above  figure  was  forced 
to  move  from  B  C  to  E  F,  it  is  evident  that  it  was 
necessar}^  to  supply  heat  in  sufficient  quantity  to  raise 
the  temperature  of  the  gas  from  that  at  1  to  the  tem- 
perature at  2.  Since  Cy  heat  units  are  necessary  to 
raise  the  temperature  of  the  gas  one  degree,  to  raise  it 
(T2  —  Ti)  degrees  requires  Cv  (T2  —  Ti)  B.t.u.  But 
heat  is  also  required  to  do  external  work  in  shoving 
the  piston  ahead.  We  have  seen  that  work  is  the 
product  of  a  force  or  pressure  and  the  distance  past 
through.  By  looking  at  the  diagram,  this  pressure  is 
evidently  variable.  Take  a  small  distance  u  v  as 
shown  in  the  diagram,  in  fact  so  small  that  the  pres- 
sure is  constant  over  this  distance,  and  evidently  the 
work  done  is  p  X  u  v.  If  now  I  divide  the  entire  dia- 
gram into  similar  small  distances  and  scale  off  the  cor- 
responding pressures,  I  can  form  a  series  of  these  pro- 
ducts of  small  distances  and  pressures  corresponding 
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Fig.  2S.     Diagramatic  Representation  of  a  Heat  Engine. 


Vo/ume 

to  each  particular  small  distance.  Since  the  bore  of 
our  cylinder  creates  a  constant  increase  in  volume  as 
the  piston  head  moves  forward  this  distance  is  evi- 
dently proportioned  to  the  volume  and  it  is  also  evi- 
dent that  the  work  done  and  computed  by  adding  the 
small  products  above  referred  to,  is  the  area  1  2  M  L  as 
shown  in  the  diagram.  Hence,  if  I  simply  take  a 
planimeter  and  measure  this  area  or  if  I  compute  the 
area  by  any  other  method  I  compute  at  once  the  work 
done.  Hence  we  have  the  important  expression 
Q  =  C^(T,  — Tj)  -f- Area  12ML  ....  (3) 
in  which  Q  is  the  heat  supplied  and  is  all  accounted 
for  in  the  right  hand  side  of  the  equation ;  namely, 
a  portion  used  in  heating  the  gas  and  the  remainder 
in  doing  external  work. 

As  hinted  at  previously  in  these  lectures  the  ex- 
pansion of  gases  seems  to  obey  expoential  laws.  The 
general  law  of  expansion  is  assumed  to  form 

pvn=K (4) 

in  which  n  and  K  are  constants  and  can  be  deter- 
mined when  a  series  of  values  for  p  and  v  are  taken 
by  experiment  in  any  given  case. 

Having  now  assumed  that  our  law  of  expansion 
is  of  the  form  pv°  =  K,  we  need  only  to  compute 
the  value  of  n  from  experimental  data  as  illustrated 
in  the  lecture  on  How  to  Determine  Empirical  For- 
mulas and  we  find  we  can  at  once  compute  the  work 
the  gas  will  do  under  given  conditions  and  also  the 
temperature,  pressure,  and  volume  relations.  From 
methods  of  integral  calculus,  we  can  now  derive  a 
numerical  value  for  the  area  12  M  L  shown  in  equa- 
tion 3,  which  depend  solely  upon  this  value  n.  We 
find  in  this  higher  realm  of  reasoning  that  area 
1  2  M  L  is  equal  to 

R 
(T,  — T,) 


Hence  we  have  at  once 


Q  =  C   (T,  — T,) 


1  — n 


(T,  — T,) 


(5) 


as  a  most  important  thermodynamic  law.  Interpreted 
in  words  this  law  means  that  if  I  supply  Q  B.t.u.  to 
a  perfect  gas  which  expands  according  to  the  law 
pv"  =  K,  a  part  of  this  heat  will  go  toward  raising 
the  temperature  of  this  gas  and  will  be  in  amount 
Cy  (T=  —  Ti)  B.t.u.  The  remainder  of  the  heat  sup- 
plied will  go  toward  doing  external  work  and  will  be 

R 

in  amount  (T2  —  Ti)    ft  lb.     It  is  important  to 

1— n 

note  that  the  former  is  expressed  in  B.t.u.  while  the 
latter  quantity  in  the  right  hand  side  of  this  equation 
is  expressed  in  ft.  lb.  of  energy. 

From  this  one  equation  we  can  deduce  important 
results  for  particular  values  of  n.  Thus,  aside  from 
the  general  law  of  expansion  we  often  desire  to  study 
'the  relations  between  heat  supplied,  rise  in  tempera- 
ture and  work  done  when  heat  is  supplied  and  the 
gas  remains  under  constant  pressure,  constant  volume, 
or  constant  temperature.  Again,  a  most  important 
relationship  is  that  known  as  adiabatic  expansion, 
This  expansion  takes  place  when  the  gas  expands 
without  heat  being  added  or  taken  away,  the  gas  sim- 
ply doing  external  work  by  calling  on  its  internal  res- 
ervoir of  energy  by  virtue  of  its  temperature  above 
absolute  zero.  Let  us  for  a  moment  look  into  these 
relations : 

1.     When  n  ^  0,  we  have  pvo  ^  K,  or  p  ^  K. 

This  means  that  since  the  pressure  is  always 
equal  to  a  constant  the  gas  expands  under  constant 
pressure. 

We  have  seen  from  equation  5  that  the  work 
done  is  expressed  as  follows: 


R 


W  =  - 


(T=  — T,) 


Hence  for  constant  pressure 

R 

(T,  —  T,)  =  R  (T,  —  T,) 


W: 


1  —  0 


Also    Q  =  C^,  (T,  — T,)  ^- 


1— n 


(T,  — T,) 
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=  C,(T,  — T,)+R(T,-T,) 

We  have  previously  defined  Cp  as  being  the  quan- 
tity of  heat  supplied  to  raise  a  lb.  of  gas  one  degree 
in  temperature.  Then  to  raise  a  gas  (Ts  —  Ti)  degrees 
Vvill  rquire  Cp   (Tj  —  Ti)    B.t.u.     Substituting  in  our 
equation  above  we  have,  for  constant  pressure 
Q  =  Co(T,  — T,) 
Or    Cp(T,  — T.)=C,  (T,  — T,)    +R(T,  — T.) 
.-.  Cp  =  C„  +  R 

Hitherto  we  have  considered  this  quantity  R  as 
a  meaningless  constant.  We  now  see  that  it  is  the 
amount  of  work  done  to  raise  a  gas  one  degree  in 
temperature  when  expanding  under  constant  pres- 
sure. Hence  if  we  know  the  specific  heat  of  a  gas 
under  constant  volume  we  can  at  once  compute  its 
specific  heat  for  constant  pressure. 

2.  When  n  ==  1,  we  have  pv'  =  K  or  simply  that 
the  product  of  pressure  and  volume  is  always  a  con- 
stant. But  from  equation  1,  we  know  that  pv  =  RT, 
hence  T  must  be  a  constant.  This  is  known  as  iso- 
thermal expansion.     The  work  in  this  case  is 


R 


R 


RO 


W: 


(T,  — T,)=- 


(0): 


0 


0 


This  is  an  indeterminate  quantity  and  only  by 
calculus  can  its  true  value  be  ascertained.  By  this 
method 

V2 

W  =  Pi  V,  loge 

V, 

Hence   the   special   form   of   equation   5   for   this 

case  is 

R 

Q  =  C^  (T,  —  T,)  H —  (T,  —  T,) 

1  — n 

V,      , 


=  Pi  V,  loge  - 


V, 


It  is  evident  then  that  all  of  the  heat  supplied  goes 
toward  doing  external  work  v/hich  is  most  important 
from  an  engineering  standpoint. 

C„ 


3.     When  n  ■ 


or  1.41  in  case  of  air,  we  have 


C. 


pvCp=  YL     Substituting  in  equation  5  we  have 

R 

Q  =  C    (T,  — T,)H (T,  — T.) 


1  — n 
R 


:C    (T,  — T0+- 


(T,  — T,) 


RC 

=  C„  (T,  —  T.)  H (T,  —  T,) 


But  C., 


.-.  Q^rC,  (T,  — T,)-C„(T3  — T,)=0 

^- 
When  n  =  — ,  we  see  then,  that  the  gas  expands 

Cv 

from  its  internal  energy  alone  as  no  heat  is  supplied. 
Under  this  case  of  expansion  we  have 

R 

C.  (T,  —  T.)  = (T,  —  T.) 

1  — n 


1 

4.     When  n  =  —  or  in  other  words  when  n  has 
0 

an  infinitely  large  value,  we  have 

pv"  =  K 
p'/nv  =  K''n 

1 
Substituting  n  =  —    p°v  =  K°    or  v  =  l 
0 

Hence  in  this  case  the  volume  remains  equal  to 
unity  or  no  expansion  takes  place  at  all.  In  other 
words  the  external  work  is  zero  for 


R 


W: 


(T,  — T,)=0 


and  all  the  heat  supplied    goes    toward    raising    the 
temperature  of  the  gas  and  is  equal  to 
Q  =  C,  (T,  — T.) 

Such  fundamental  equations  as  are  discussed  in 
this  lecture  have  most  important  applications.  In 
nearly  every  computation  involving  gas  or  steam  en- 
gine design  some  one  of  these  equations  must  be 
taken  into  account.  The  student,  then,  should  thor- 
oughly familiarize  himself  with  them  and  see  if  he 
can  solve  such  problems  as  are  contained  in  the  fol- 
lowing Thermotwisters. 

Thermotwisters. 

1.  If  50  B.t.u.  are  added  to  6  lb.  of  air  having  a  pres- 
sure of  30  lb.  per  sq.  in.  and  a  volume  of  35  cu.  ft.,  what 
is  the  final  v,  p,  t  and  the  work  done? 

(a)  When  the  heat  is  supplied  and  expansion  takes 
place  at  constant  pressure. 

(b)  When  the  heat  is  supplied  and  expansion  takes 
place  at  constant  temperature. 

(c)  When  the  heat  is  supplied  and  the  volume  remains 
constant. 

(d)  When  the  heat  is  supplied  and  the  expansion  fol- 
lows the  law  pv''''  =  K. 

2.  The  above  air  expands  adiabatically  until  the  final 
volume  is  70  cu.  ft.,  what  is  the  final  p,  t  and  the  work  done? 

SOLUTION   OF  THERMOTWISTERS,  TENTH    LECTURE. 

1.  Allowing  for  an  efficiency  of  75  per  cent,  what  is  the 
power  required  to  drive  a  mechanical  draft  fan  with  a 
rounded-ofC  conical  mouthpiece  7  in.  in  diameter  which  deliv- 
ers air  at  2  oz.  pressure  with  a  velocity  of  86  ft.  per  sec? 

On  page  425,  we  find  theoretic  power  in  ft.  lb.  per  sec.: 

v=d  v=d 

P  ^  av  X Also  p  =  — — 

2g  2g 

. : .  P  =  p  av 

where   p^2/16    lb.,   since    coefficient   of    contraction  :=  0.98, 


d=  7 

a  =  .98 =.98  X  .7854  (  —  )=,  v: 

4  12 


:86 


.•.  Horsepower  taking  account  of  efficiency 

2  49  86 

=  — X  .98  X  .7854  X X =  .0034.     Ans. 

16  144        .75  X  550 

2.  If  the  diameter  of  the  above  fan  is  27  In.,  what  is  the 
number  of  revs,  per  min.  it  undergoes? 

In  one  rev.,  perimeter  of  wheel  travels      x  d  ft. 

86        86  X  12 

.".No.  of  revs,  per  sec.=: — :  = =  4.7, 

d     3.1416  X  7 

.-.revs,  per  min. ^60  X  4.7  =  282.     Ans. 

3.  Air  is  driven  through  a  pipe  12  in.  in  diam.  2000  ft. 
long.  The  difference  in  pressure  between  the  two  ends  is  4 
oz.  How  many  lb.  of  air  are  delivered  per  min.  and  what  is 
the  velocity  of  the  air  and  the  horsepower  required? 
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To  compute  D,  assume  ordinary  atmospheric  conditions  of 
pressure  of  14.7  lb.  per  sq.  in.  and  temperature  of  65°  F.  Hence 
P  =  14.7X144,  R=53.37,  T  =  459.4  +  65  =  524.4. 

1 
pv^RT,  but  since  D= — we  have 


14.7  X  144 


.D: 


.  =  .0757 


.•.W  =  64  ( 


RT       53.37  X  524.4 
0.25  X  0.0757  % 


)  :=  .00919  lb.  per  min.    Ans. 


4.6  X  2000 

SOLUTION  OFTHERMOTWISTERS,  NINTH  LECTURE. 
3.    The  above  power  plant  is  located  at  an  altitude  of 
5000  ft.  above  sea-level  and  crude  petroleum  is  to  be  burned. 
What  are  the  proper  dimensions? 

For  crude  petroleum  a  proper  height  is  100  ft.  From 
Kent's  tables  I  find  on  page  398  no  data  for  2000  horsepower 
at  100  ft.  height.    Hence  I  substitute  in  formula 

H.  P.  =  3.33  (a  —  0.6  l/X)  i/lT 
2000  =  3.33  (a  —  0.6  \/~\)  10 

or  A  —  0.6  v/  A 

I  first  try  A  =  66  and  find  this  almost  solves  equation. 
I  next  substitute  A  =  65  and  find  equation  reduces  to  zero. 
Since  for  crude  petroleum,  we  require  but  ^A  the  area,  our 
stack  should  have  an  area  of  32.5  sq.  in.  or  an  inner  diam- 
eter of  6.43  ft.  or  77  inches. 

Since,  however,  our  plant  is  at  an  altitude  of  5000  ft. 
above  sea,  I  find  that  this  corresponds  to  a  barometric  read- 
ing of  24.8  inches   as  compared  with  30  inches  at  sea-level. 

30 
Hence  r  = 


24.8 

30 

H,  =  rH= XlOO: 

24.5 


:  122.5  ft.    Ans. 


V. 
d.  =  r  d: 


30     V. 

:  ( )     X  77  =  1.08  X  77  =  83  ius.     Ans. 

24.5 


CLEVER  ADVERTISING  IN  LOS  ANGELES. 

Below  are  some  samples  of  the  advertisements 
which  the  Southern  California  Edison  Company 
flashed  on  the  Auto-Racing  Display  device  on  South 
Broadway  in  Los  Angeles. 

They  are  designed  to  impress  upon  the  public 
the  advantages  of  electric  signs  over  all  other  kinds  of 
signs. 

NIGHT  SIGNS  BRING  DAY  BUSINESS. 

A  PAINTED  SIGN  QUITS  AT  DUSK. 

WRITE   NIGHT   LETTERS    TO   BUYERS. 

CAN  YOU  SEE  THE  PAINTED  SIGNS? 

OUTLINE  YOUR  STORE  WITH  LIGHT. 

SIGNS   AT   NIGHT   BUYERS   INVITE. 


CENSUS  STATISTICS  ON  GAS,  ILLUMINATING 
AND  HEATING. 

The  general  summary  shows  increases  in  all  the 
items  at  the  census  of  1909,  as  compared  with  that 
for  1904,  except  for  miscellaneous  expenses,  which 
decreased  6  per  cent. 

The  number  of  establishments  increased  27  per 
cent;  capital  invested,  26  per  cent;  the  gross  value 
of  products,  33  per  cent;  cost  of  materials,  41  per  cent; 
value  added  by  manufacture,  30  per  cent;  average 
number  of  wage  earners  employed  during  the  year,  22 
per  cent;  amount  paid  for  wages,  23  per  cent;  num- 
ber of  salaried  officials  and  clerks,  44  per  cent ;  amount 
paid  in  salaries,  46  per  cent ;  primary  horsepower,  76 
per  cent. 

There  were  1296  manufacturing  establishments  in 
1909  and  1,019  in  1904,  an  increase  of  27  per  cent. 

The  capital  invested  as  reported  in  1909  was  $915,- 
537,000,  a  gain  of  $190,502,000,  or  26  per  cent,  over 
$725,035,000  in  1904.  The  average  capital  per  estab- 
lishment was  approximately  $706,000  in  1909  and  $712,- 
000  in  1904. 

A  general  summary  appears  in  the  following  tabu- 
lation : 

GAS.  ILLUMINATING  AND  BEATINO-OENEKAL  SUMMARY;  VXD  AUD  ISM. 


Nutnber  of  establhhrnonts i 

Capital , 

Cost  o[  materials  uaod 

Salaries  and  wages..' T 

Salaries 

Wages 

Miscellaneous  expenses 

Value  of  products 

Value  added  by  manufacture  (producta  less  cost  of  materials)... 
tjmployees: 

Number  of  salaried  ofllrials  and  clerics 

Average  number  of  wage  earners  employed  during  the  year. 
Primary  horsepower 


1.296 
5915, 537.  (X» 
152,428,000 
I33,:11G,000 
tl2,3S5,0(M) 
120,931,000 
»27.757,000 
S1«1,8H,000 
8114,386,000 

13,515 
37,215 
128,350 


1,019 
«725,035,00O 
837,180,000 
$25,522,000 
«8, 464. 000 
817,058,000 
829,557,000 
8125,145,000 
887,965,000 

9.400 


Increase, 
1904-1900. 


Census— 

Tor  cent 
of  In- 

1909 

1904 

crease, 
1904- 
1909. 

'  150,835,793 

112,549,979 

34 

StraiEht  coal 

1.19,985,253 
1.726,082 
79.418.<S0 
40,775,283 
g.fiSS.SGO 
'  25, 18fi 
2lfl.(H3 

715,550 

54,687.418 

40,080.414 

3,44I,M2 

7, SSI 

24.330 

67 
141 

45 

n 

152 

220 

>82.CM9,6KJ 
•92,122,938 

89.  Hr.,434 
07,515.421 

>8 



I  In  addition,  in  1909,  27,558  thousand  cubic  feet  oT  straigbt  coal  gas,  13,070  thousand  cubic  (pot  o(  arcty- 
lone  gas,  44.347  bushdn  of  coke,  and  38,370  gallons  of  tar  were  produced  by  estabUshmonts  engaged  prima* 
rlly  In  tne  manufacture  of  other  products. 

t  Decrease. 


azD 


N  !  G  H 


»-ey^ 


Z^adM 


S  1 GNS     BRING 


^.000.000 

DRY    BUSINESS 


The  Auto-Racing  Electric  Display  in  Los  Angeles. 
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Undoubtedly  the  irrigation  project,  founded  on 
sound  engineering  principles,  constitutes  one  of  the 
safest  investments  open  to  capital. 
By  means  of,  it,  worthless  land  is 
transferred  into  a  living  tangible 
asset.  No  more  weird  spectacle 
can  be  imagined  than  the  bleak  howling  wilderness 
of  sagebrush  and  desolation  that  constitute  the  -arid 
lands  of  the  West  and  yet  how  beautiful,  how  heav- 
enly transformed  become  these  identical  lands  under 
scientific  irrigation  and  cultivation.  The  clear,  whole- 
some morning  air  re-echoes  in  the  sound  of  children's 
voices  the  blessings  of  health  and  happiness  such  proj- 
ects repay  to  the  nation. 

During  recent  years  the  money  markets  have  been 
stirred  through  and  through  in  the  financing  of  west- 
ern itrigation  projects.  The  earlier  undertakings  were 
successful  from  the  start  because  the  idea  was  new, 
the  projects  few,  and  the  proposed  irrigation  scheme 
of  simple  operation.  In  recent  years,  however,  pro- 
jects involving  acreages  by  millions  have  had  a  ten- 
dency to  glut  the  market,  not  so  much  by  the  over- 
doing of  the  irrigation  side  as  the  non-education  of 
prospective  settlers. 

The  irrigation  promoter  of  today  must  be  alive 
to  the  fact  that  to  make  a  project  successful,  the  set- 
tler must  be  successful.  The  settler  must  be  edu- 
cated properly  to  handle  his  apple  orchard  with  the 
same  thrift  and  industry  he  sold  magazines  in  his 
little  stationery  store  in  the  heart  of  Chicago.  This 
idea  of  coming  out  West  to  fish  and  hunt,  while  the 
apples  mysteriously  roll  into  the  boxes,  cart  themselves 
to  an  eastern  market,  bringing  six  dollars  a  box  is  a 
forceful  illustration  of  ''Danny's"  dream.  The  fun- 
damental reasoning  is  sound  and  sane,  however,  as 
is  testified  to  by  thousands  of  happy  settlers  in  the 
West. 

Education  and  hard  systematic  study  of  condi- 
tions is  the  only  ultimate  solution.  Our  western  water 
powers  stand  ready  to  pump  water  for  millions  of 
acres  of  arid  lands  not  now  available.  Let  us  beware 
and  see  to  it  that  the  settler  remains  happy  and  con- 
tented for  a  happy  contented  settler  is  the  biggest 
blessing  possible  to  a  successful  enterprise  and  to  the 
State. 


It  was  a  beautiful  myth  enjoyed  by  the  ancient 
Greeks  that  no  trouble  was  known  to  the  world  until 
Pandora  was  given  the  now  fa- 
A  Clearing  House  mous  mysteriously  sealed  box  and 
For  Trouble  womanlike,  possessed     of    an    un- 

controllable curiosity  to  view  its 
inner  contents,  she  one  day  opened  the  lid  only  to  find 
that  she  Had  liberated  countless  spirits  of  trouble  to 
ever  after  plague  mankind.  W^hether  or  not  she  real- 
ized the  bickerings,  the  jealousies,  the  untold  suffer- 
ings she  was  thus  bringing  to  human  beings  is  of 
little  concern.  The  fact  remains  that  ever  since  she 
thus  pried  the  lid  off,  trouble  has  been  among  us. 

In  the  every  day  run  of  human  business  affairs 
numberless  misunderstandings  arise.  It  makes  little 
difference  whether  or  not  we  as  a  matter  of  fact  ac- 
tually wronged  a  man,  if  he  thinks  we  have  wronged 
hirh  the  harm  is  done  just  the  same. 

And  so  it  is  in  affairs  electrical.   In  the  busy  run 
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of  life  the  central  station  man  ever  planning  and 
working  to  broaden  and  deepen  his  field  of  activity 
at  times  seemingly  treads  upon  territory  rightfully 
owned  by  the  jobber  or  the  contractor.  The  con- 
tractor in  his  feverish  endeavors  to  increase  his  own 
influence  drives  contracts  and  purchases  his  supplies 
in  ways  which  bring  forth  criticism  from  the  jobber 
or  the  retailer  and  even  the  one  who  finally  saddles 
the  whole  cost  of  electrical  power  and  supplies,  the 
consumer,  has  at  times,  it  must  be  admitted  by  all, 
a  rightful  demand  to  call  for  at  least  the  respect  and 
consideration  due  a  member  of  the  vertebrate  fam- 
ily of  organisms. 

Every  living  thing  travels.  Many  smaller  ani- 
mals in  their  wanderings  encircle  the  globe.  Rats  do. 
Troubles,  like  living  organisms,  seemingly  are  in  a 
perpetual  state  of  agitation.  They  spread  as  rapidly 
as  a  school-girl's  secret. 

Some  weeks  ago  the  Journal,  with  the  assistance 
of  others  direct  from  the  firing  line,  invited  a  few  of 
the  jobbers,  the  central  station  men,  the  contractors, 
the  manufacturers,  the  retailers,  and  engineers,  to  a 
get-together-luncheon  at  the  Palace  Hotel  in  San 
Francisco  to  meet  Philip  S.  Dodd,  secretary  of  the 
National  Electric  Light  Association,  and  incidentally 
talk  over  the  betterment  of  the  mutual  relations  of 
all  concerned.  The  project  has  met  with  xmanimous 
support  from  all  quarters.  A  strong  realization  is  felt 
that  after  all  a  mutual  interchange  of  ideas  and 
friendly  criticisms  in  a  clearing-house  for  trouble,  such 
as  proposed  by  the  men  present  would  result  in  the 
unquestioned  betterment  of  all   concerned. 

It  is  surprising  .what  a  straightforward  man-to- 
man talk  can  do  on  such  occasions  as  this.  A  per- 
fect team  work  among  conflicting  interests  is  secured 
and  such  harmony  generally  brings  from  the  ever- 
watching  public  an  increased  patronage. 

A  meeting  is  called  for  the  28th  of  November  in 
San  Francisco  at  which  time  ideas  will  be  presented 
involving  a  permanent  organization  with  monthly 
meetings  for  all  those  in  any  way  interested  in  elec- 
trical affairs.  The  committee  has  in  view  the  annihi- 
lation of  the  social  side  as  far  as  possible,  although 
the  monthly  meetings  will  be  held  around  the  festive 
board  of  some  of  the  city  restaurants.  The  whole  idea 
pervading  those  interested  in  the  movement  is  to 
forward  the  electrical  interests  on  the  Coast  by  open, 
clear,  frank  expressions  as  to  how  mutual  cooperation 
of  all  concerned  can  be  best  obtained. 

The  idea  suggests  at  once  similar  gatherings  in 
the  other  electrical  centers  on  the  Coast.  Spokane, 
Seattle,  Portland,  Los  Angeles  and  the  other  distinct 
distributing  groups  on  the  Coast  would  do  well  to  pro- 
mulgate similar  meetings  of  cooperation,  within  their 
fields  of  activity.  Undoubtedly  the  idea  is  not  en- 
tirely new,  for  in  the  past  the  jobber,  the  central  station 
man,  the  retailer,  the  manufacturer,  and  the  engineer 
have  all  had  their  separate  organizations,  but  never 
has  there  been  this  proposed  dovetailing  of  divergent 
interests  for  the  common  good.  More  earnest  en- 
deavors, candid  and  friendly  criticisms,  and  talks  of 
the  kind  that  touch  the  heart-strings  of  men,  will  do 
worlds  of  good  in  furthering  electrical  development  on 
the  Coast. 


Each  year  the  civilized  world  is  startled  and  yet 

fascinated  by  reading  the  pranks  and  fantasies  of  the 

famous  gridiron  club  at  Washing- 

A    J  1I7L     M  ..o       ton  in  annual  banquet  assembled. 

And  Why  Not?       -i./r„         r  ^,  ^      ^     ^    ,     ^  ■     , 

Many  of  the  most  potent  electrical 

men  of  the  Coast  are  about  to  form, 
as  stated  above,  an  organization  in  San  Francisco 
to  promote  the  welfare  of  all  those  interested  in  mat- 
ters electrical  within  the  sphere  of  their  influence.  It 
is  proposed  that  the  meetings  be  serious  and  earnest, 
avoiding  as  far  as  possible  the  social  side  of  gather- 
ings of  this  nature.  The  idea  is  excellent  and  much 
good  cannot  help  but  follow.  The  particular  group 
in  question,  illustrative  of  the  spirit  of  good  fellow- 
ship known  only  to  those  engaged  in  electrical  mat- 
ters, must  have  some  means,  however,  of  opening  up 
a  circuit  breaker  at  the  proper  intervals  when  running 
under  such  heavy  loads  as  will  be  occasioned  from 
time  to  time  in  the  serious   discussions   anticipated. 

Since  the  days  when  early  Spanish  settlers  named 
the  great  golden  gate  city  after  their  religious  patron. 
Saint  Francis,  the  very  name  itself  has  so  entered  the 
hearts  of  the  thousands  throughout  the  world  who 
have  at  one  time  or  another  been  guests  of  this  west- 
ern metropolis  but  one  and  only  one  solution  can  be 
offered  as  a  condenser  to  absorb  the  enormous  charg- 
ing current  created  by  these  serious  gatherings — and 
that  is,  once  a  year,  to  hold  at  San  Francisco  an  elec- 
trical high  jinks  in  the  way  of  a  unique  electrical  din- 
ner. 

San  Francisco  is  unique  among  cities  in  her 
method  of  handling  her  dignified  banquets  at  the 
Palace  or  St.  Francis,  her  spicy  evening  dinners 
at  the  Techau,  the  Poodle-dog  or  Taits,  and  even  -her 
love  feasts  at  breez)^  Sanguinetti's  on  a  Saturday  night. 
In  this  new  venture,  however,  sornething  entirely  dif- 
ferent is  suggested.  It  is  suggested  to  make  it  a 
gathering  to  which  electrical  men  of  the  Coast  be 
invited,  and  that  the  features  of  the  evening  be  as 
novel  and  unique  as  the  advance  of  the  electrical  pro- 
fession will  allow.  In  a  word  that  such  toasts  which 
the  committee  in  charge  think  best  to  be  given  during 
the  evening  be  interspersed  with  electrical  sur- 
prises, novelties  and  stunts,  so  that  Bill  Jones  will  go 
home  ready  to  take  a  new  lease  on  life  for  the  serious 
duties  of  the  next  year,  and  also  so  that  he  will  go 
home  with  a  more  wholesome  reality  of  the  true 
worth  and  genuine  friendship  of  his  fellows  engaged 
in  the  upbuilding  of  a  great  Western  electrical  em- 
pire. 

But  three  such  annual  occurrences  can  possi- 
bly take  place  before  the  arrival  of  the  year  of  years 
when  the  proposed  international  electrical  congress 
will  be  held  at  San  Francisco  during  the  Panama- 
Pacific  International  Exposition.  It  is  an  old  saying 
that  there  is  luck  in  odd  numbers,  if  so,  let  us  all  im- 
prove these  three  preliminary  "try-outs"  to  the  very- 
best  possible  advantage  and  in  the  fourth  let  us  have 
an  electrical  high  jinks  and  banquet  that  will  demon- 
strate to  the  entire  electrical  world  the  sterling  com- 
position of  the  men  who  in  the  West  in  affairs  elec- 
trical, stand  for  all  that  is  true,  all  that  is  earnest  and 
all  that  is  progressive. 

So  here's  for  the  electrical  banquet:  Please  pass 
the  electric  currents ! ! 
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J.  W.  White  of  the  sales  department  of  the  Fort 
Wayne   Electric  Works,  is  at  Los  Angeles   on  business. 

F.  W.  Loomis,  illuminating  engineer  with  the  Holophane 
Company,  spent  the  past  week  at  Los  Angeles. 

A.  K.  Detweiler,  of  Detroit,  who  is  interested  in  the 
Home  Telephone   Company,   is   at   San   Francisco. 

W.  W.  Briggs,  assistant  sales  manager  of  the  Westinghouse 
Electric  &  Mfg.  Co.  has  returned  to  San  Francisco  from  the  East 

George  Cross,  western  manager  for  the  Humphrey 
Water  Heater  Company,  of  Kalamazoo,  Michigan,  is  at  Los 
Angeles. 

H.  E.  Sanderson,  manager  of  the  Bryant  Electric  Com- 
pany's Pacific  Coast  branch,  has  returned  to  San  FYancisco 
from  Monterey. 

E.  V.  D.  Johnson,  general  manager  of  the  Northern  Cali- 
fornia Power  Company,  with  headquarters  at  Redding,  is  at 
San  Francisco. 

H.  M.  Cooper,  who  is  connected  with  the  Pacific  Gas  & 
Electric  Company,  headquarters  at  Auburn,  is  a  recent  ar- 
rival at  San  Francisco. 

H.  E.  Eisenmenger  is  making  a  trip  throughout  the 
Pacific  Coast  in  the  interests  of  the  National  Electric  Lamp 
Association  of  Cleveland. 

George  W.  Bacon,  president  of  the  Sierra  &  San  Fran- 
cisco Power  Company,  is  at  San  Francisco,  conferring  with 
President  Calhoun  and  others. 

W.  R.  Alberger,  vice-president  of  the  United  Properties 
Company,  returned  to  Oakland  during  the  past  week,  after 
spending  a  number   of   weeks   in  the  East. 

J.  F.  Poindexter,  a  district  manager  of  the  Pacific  Gas 
&  Electric  Company,  with  headquarters  at  Marysville,  has 
been  spending  a  few  days  at  San  Francisco. 

R.  D.  Holabird,  president  of  the  Holabird-Reynolds  Elec- 
tric Company,  returned  to  San  Francisco,  during  the  past 
week,  after  an  extensive  eastern  tour,  and  left  later  for  Los 
Angeles. 

George  Scaife,  of  the  Pacific  Gas  &  Electric  Company,  is 
said  to  have  been  a  forceful  speaker  at  the  second  annual 
dinner  of  the  Grass  Valley  (Cal.)  Chamber  of  Commerce  dur- 
ing  October. 

P.  H.  Ridgeway,  formerly  with  the  Electric  Engineering 
Company  of  Seattle,  has  opened  offices  at  709  Central  Build- 
ing, Seattle,  and  will  continue  to  undertake  consulting  and 
construction  engineering. 

H.  L.  Dougherty,  of  J.  G.  White  &  Co.'s  engineering 
staff,  who  was  superintending  the  construction  of  the  San 
Joaquin  Light  &  Power  Corporation's  hyroelectric  plant  in 
Crane  Valley,  has  just  gone  East  on  a  short  vacation  trip. 

E.  G.  Williams,  general  manager  of  construction  for 
J.  G.  White  &  Co.,  of  New  York,  is  making  an  inspection  tour 
of  the  California  plants  installed  under  the  firm's  supervis- 
ion, in  company  with  H.  A.  Lardner,  the  Pacific  Coast  man- 
ager. 

Prank  C.  Bates,  senior  member  of  Bates  &  Clark,  hy- 
draulic engineers  and  contractors  of  Seattle,  returned  re- 
cently from  a  two  months'  visit  to  his  old  home  in  Wiscon- 
sin. Mr.  Bates  has  an  attractive  mountain  orchard  home  in 
the  Bitter  Root  Valley,  Montana. 

A.  G.  Jones,  superintendent  of  the  General  Electric 
Company's  motor  sales  department  at  San  Francisco,  who 
recently  returned  to  San  Francisco  from  the  East,  was 
operated  upon  for  appendicitis  last  Wednesday  at  the  Lane 
Hospital  and  is  making  a  rapid  recovery. 

Theodore  N.  Vail,  who  is  at  the  head  of  the  American 
Bell  Telephone  Company  and  president  of  the  Western 
Union  Telegraph  Company,  is  at  Los  Angeles,  where  his 
presence  has  given  rise  to  rumors  that  additional  independ- 
ent telephone  companies  are  likely  to  be  absorbed. 


E.  W.  Rollins,  head  of  E.  H.  Rollins  &  Sons,  is  expecte'l 
to  arrive  at  San  Francisco  this  week  with  Richard  B.  Young, 
who  is  vice-president  of  the  above  firm  and  a  director  in  the 
Great  Western  Power  Company. 

J.  B.  Potter,  general  superintendent  of  the  Oakland 
Railways,  has  returned  to  Oakland  after  spending  a  number 
of  weeks  in  the  East  inspecting  the  principal  electric  rail- 
way lines,  power  plants  and  factories.  His  observations 
will  be  utilized  in  the  improvement  of  the  Key  Route  and 
Oakland  traction  systems. 

H.  P.  Wilson  of  New  York,  who  is  prominent  in  the 
financial  councils  of  the  Great  Western  Power  Company,  is 
at  San  Francisco  after  inspecting  the  company's  hydro- 
electric plant  at  Las  Plumas  and  the  site  of  the  new  dam  at 
Big  Meadows.  He  was  accompanied  by  Richard  Young  and 
Anson  W  Burchard,  both  Great  Western  directors. 

Mason  B.  Starring,  the  new  president  of  the  United  Rail- 
ways Investment  Company,  is  at  San  Francisco  looking  over 
the  United  Railroads  system,  with  James  H.  Reed  and 
Patrick  Calhoun.  Starring  has  expressed  himself  as  very 
favorably  impressed  with  both  the  street  car  system  and 
the  rebuilt  city.  He  is  well  known  in  connection  with  elec- 
tric railways  in  Chicago. 

Philip  Aaron,  manager  of  the  Western  Electric  Com- 
pany's Seattle  branch;  C.  R.  Dedrick,  head  of  the  Dedrick 
Electric  Supply  Company,  of  Portland,  and  E.  J.  Dwyer, 
manager  of  the  Holabird  Electric  Company,  of  Seattle,  com- 
posed a  group  of  electrical  men  who  stopped  over  a  few 
days  at  San  Francisco,  after  attending  the  jobbers  meet- 
ing at  Del  Monte,  and  then  proceeded  north  during  the  past 
week. 

Glenn  C.  Webster,  manager  of  the  engineering  depart- 
ment of  the  National  Electric  Lamp  Association,  Cleveland, 
started  Friday,  November  17th,  on  an  extended  western 
trip.  On  Friday  afternoon  he  gave  an  address  on  the 
"Value  of  Co-operation  in  Modern  Bu^ness  Enterprises" 
at  the  banquet  of  the  National  Cloak  and  Skirt  Manufac- 
turers' Association,  at  Toledo.  He  is  now  on  his  way  to  Los 
Angeles,  where  he  will  have  general  oversight  of  the  Na- 
tional Electric  Lamp  Association's  exhibit  at  the  Electrical 
Exposition.  Mr.  Webster  expects  to  make  a  study  of  In- 
dustrial conditions  in  San  Francisco  and  other  Coast  cities, 
returning  to  Cleveland  late  in  December. 


EXHIBIT  OF  THE  NATIONAL  ELECTRIC  LAMP  ASSOCIA- 
TION AT  LOS  ANGELES  ELECTRICAL  EXPOSITION, 
NOVEMBER  25TH  TO  DECEMBER  9TH. 

The  National  Electric  Lamp  Association's  exhibit  is 
located  near  the  center  of  the  building  in  booths  75  and  76. 

Most  prominent  among  the  various  pieces  showing  in- 
candescent lamps  is  the  "Holophane  tree."  This  is  a  large 
tree  shaped  fixture  finished  in  statuary  bronze  on  which  are 
shown  Mazda-Holophane  units  of  six  different  sizes,  the 
whole  being  surmounted  by  a  500-watt  lamp.  The  circuits 
are  controlled  by  a  flasher  which  lights  the  different  tiers  of 
lamps   successively. 

A  great  variety  of  miniature  and  low-voltage  lamps  with 
drawn  wire  filaments  are  shown  in  a  glass  case,  while  lamps 
designed  for  automobile  use  are  displayed  in  modern  head- 
lights, side  lights,  etc.  A  full  line  of  multiple  lamps  is  on 
exliibition  in  a  case  lighted  with  Mazda  5-watt  sign  lamps. 
The  floral  decorations  of  the  booth  are  supplemented  by 
decorative  lamps  in  the  shapes  of  flowers,  fruits,  animals, 
etc.,  especially  suited  for  Christmas  tree  lighting. 

The  exhibit  is  in  charge  of  Mr.  F.  J.  Blaschke.  Mr.  G.  C. 
Webster,  manager  of  the  engineering  department,  is  also  in 
attendance  at  the  booth. 
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ELECTRICAL  CONTRACTORS'   NOTES. 

George  Duffield,  special  representative  of  the  National 
Electrical  Contractors'  Association,  is  making  an  extensive 
trip  throughout  the  Pacific  Coast.  Mr.  Duffield  has  been 
successful  in  getting  members  of  the  national  association 
and  is  well  pleased  with  results,  having  obtained  about 
seventy-five  members,  which  will  entitle  California  to  three 
delegates  in  the  national  convention,  which  takes  place  in 
Denver,  July  17. 

Q.  R.  Boynton,  manager  of  Central  Electric  Plumbin? 
and  Heating  Company,  made  a  business  trip  to  Stockton 
and   Sacramento   during   early   part  of  week. 

W.  S.  Hanbridge  has  been  in  San  Jose  during  the  past 
week    on    electrical    contractor's    business. 


JOBBERS   PLAY   GOLF. 

While  co-operation  was  the  purpose  of  the  gathering  of  a 
number  of  electrical  men  at  Del  Monte,  California,  last  week, 
competition  in  the  regular  golf  match  proved  to  be  the  most 
interesting  feature  of  the  meeting.  The  jobbers  vied  for  two 
cups,  the  Patton  trophy  and  the  Ever  Read  cup,  E.  J.  Dwyer 
of  Seattle  proving  the  victor  in  the  first  match  and  A.  H. 
Elliott  winning  the  second.  The  manufacturers'  representa- 
tives competed  for  a  cup  presented  by  the  jobbers'  associa- 
tion, Gregory  carrying  off  the  honors.  The  results  of  the  play 
fellow: 

Patton  Cup.  Ever  Ready  Cup. 

Plaver.  Score.   Hdc.      Net.  Score.   Hdc.      ^ct, 

Hlllis      97  S.  97  97  5  92 

Berry     S7      -f-12  99  87  .  .  87 

DT»-yer     lon  27  82  109  15  94 

Carter     103  2  101  103  7  96 

Gleason     99        +6  105  99  10  89 

Hall     lOS  5  103  108  15  93 

Elliott     106  IS  88  106  20  86 

Reynolds    105  ..  105  105  5         100 

Dederick    113  27  86  113  24  89 

Goodwin      100      -fl3  113  100        +1  101 

Berger    127  27  100  127  24  103 

Manufacturers'-Jobbers'    Cup. 

Score.  Hdc.     Net. 

Sanderson    83        -{-S  93 

Bibbins     97         10  87 

Gregory     i>6  18  78 

Young .• 129  24  105 

Squires      139  20  119 

Lauritzen     8S  5  S3 

xlerr     149  24  125 

Poss     109  10  99 

Cakes     lis  20  98 

Steel  110  24  86 

Russeli".  .' 160  24  134 


LOS  ANGELES  NEWS  LETTER. 

The  city  of  Los  Angeles  Aqueduct  Department  have  re- 
ceived bids  for  the  transformers  and  generators  for  power 
plant  No.  1  in  the  San  Francisquito  Canyon  and  will  receive 
bids  for  the  wheels  on  November  24th. 

The  Pacific  Electric  Railway  Company  have  authorized  the 
Issuance  of  $100,000,000  in  bonds  for  extensions,  betterments 
and  improvements.  One  thousand  miles  of  extensions  are 
contemplated,  reaching  from  Santa  Barbara  to  San  Diego. 
Grading  is  rapidly  nearing  completion  on  the  Colton  branch 
and  surveying  parties  are  now  working  in  San  Bernardino, 
Orange  and  Ventura  counties.  Right  of  way  men  are  now 
working  in  the  San  Fernando  Valley,  with  the  intention  of 
extending  the  lines  from  Burbank  on  to  Santa  Barbara. 

The  Economic  Gas  Company  have  filed  suit  in  the  Supe- 
rior Court  restraining  the  City  Council  from  enforcing  the 
SO  cent  rate.  Consumers  connected  to  this  company  are  now 
receiving  gas  as  low  as  73%  cents  per  1000  feet,  under  the 
discount  system. 

Fire  Chief  Ely,  of  Los  Angeles,  has  made  his  report  to 
the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  on  the  fire  alarm  situation. 
The  report  of  Chief  Ely  was  the  result  of  an  extended  trip 
throughout  the  East,  gathering  data  on  different  systems. 
While  the  report  does  not  recommend  the  adoption  of  the 
Cregiar  apparatus,  it  endorses  that  system  of  construction 
as  being  superior  to  the  series  system.    The  board  have  the 


matter  under  consideration  and  are  expected  to  make  a 
report  to  the  special  committee  appointed  by  the  council, 
recommending  the  installation  of  a  complete  system  cover- 
ing the  entire  city,  60  per  cent  of  the  installation  to  be 
underground.  The  improvement  is  estimated  at  ?500,000.00, 
vliich  includes  a  new  central  station  building. 

C.  H.  Grist  has  submitted  a  proposition  to  the  City 
Trustees,  Beaumont,  California,  for  an  electric  lighting  plant, 
to  be  established  in  that  city.  If  the  City  Trustees  will 
guarantee  fifty  SO  c.p.  street  lights  at  a  cost  of  $2  50  per 
month,  he  will  establish   the  plant  at  once. 


SPECIAL   CORRESPONDENCE    FROM    THE    PACIFIC 
NORTHWEST. 

Floods  in  Western  Washington,  due  to  heavy  rains  and 
rapid  melting  of  snow,  washed  out  a  bridge  carrying  Seattle's 
municipal  water  and  power  pipe  lines,  and  also  damaged  the 
power  dam  above  Moncton.  As  a  consequence,  the  city  streets 
were  unlighted  for  several  nights  and  a  water  famine  was 
averted  only  by  the  most  careful  use  of  the  reserve  water 
supply  in  the  service  reservoirs.  Repairs  have  been  started 
on  the  pipe  lines  and  it  is  believed  that  no  further  trouble  will 
be  experienced. 

The  delivery  of  sixteen  more  prepayment  cars  to  the 
Portland  Railway,  Light  and  Power  Company  will  complete 
the  company's  order  of  100  cars  for  1911  and  will  give  a  total 
of  601  cars  in  operation  in  Portland.  The  capacity  of  the 
barns  has  been  increased  to  care  for  this  rolling  stock,  which 
gives  Portland  move  operating  cars  than  any  city  of  equal 
population  in  the  country.  This  company  has  almost  com- 
pleted its  second  reinforced  concrete  substation  at  the  ter- 
minus of  the  2S-mile  steel-tower  transmission  line  from  the 
new  power  plant  on  the  Clackamas  River,  near  Estacada.  This 
line  has  228  double  towers,  temporarily  equipped  with  a  single 
three-phase  line. 

The  executive  committee  of  the  Pacific  Coast  Claim 
Agents  Association  met  at  Portland  during  the  past  week  to 
arrange  for  the  annual  convention  at  Los  Angeles  next  May. 
The  principal  address  was  by  B.  S.  Josselyn,  president  of  the 
Portland  Railway,  Light  and  Power  Company,  who  stated  that 
it  was  his  theory  "that  personal  damage  claims  agginst  the 
railways  can  only  be  handled  by  an  absolute  regard  for  the 
responsibilities  involved.'  If  you  settle  every  case  on  the 
theory  of  the  golden  rule,  'to  do  to  others  as  you  would  have 
them  do  to  you,'  you  will  create  in  the  public  mind  an  im- 
pression of  fairness  and  justice;  you  will  procure  a  settle- 
ment more  often  and  less  lawsuits.  If  a  transportation  com- 
pany is  responsible  for  the  injury,  then,  I  say,  a  full  and  com- 
plete settlement  should  be  made."  Those  in  attendance  at  the 
meeting  were:  T.  G.  Newman,  of  the  Whatcom  County  Rail- 
v/ay  &  Light  Company,  Bellingham,  Wash.;  George  Carson, 
of  the  Seattle  Railway  Company,  Seattle,  Wash.;  G.  N.  Smith, 
of  the  O.-W.  R.  &  N.  Co.,  Portland;  A.  M.  Lee,  of  the  Northern 
Pacific  Railway  Company,  Seattle;  T.  G.  Aston,  of  the  Wash- 
ington Water  Power  Railway  Company,  Spokane;  E.  M. 
Grover,  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Railway  Company,  Tacoma, 
Wash.;  E.  H.  Odell  of  the  Tacoma  Railway  &  Power  Com- 
pany, Tacoma;  H.  K.  Reif,  of  the  Spokane,  Portland  &  Seattle 
Railway,  Portland,  and  B.  F.  Boynton,  of  the  Portland  Rail- 
way, Light  &  Power  Company,  Portland. 

The  United  States  Reclamation  Service  is  investigating 
the  feasibility  of  extending  the  Okanogan  project  in  Wash- 
ington by  the  addition  of  two  units.  Both  will  be  irrigated 
by  pumping.  One  unit  includes  1100  acres  in  the  present 
project  limits,  known  as  the  Robinson  flat,  and  requires  a  lift 
of  ISO  feet.  The  other  will  take  in  lands  in  the  Colville  Indian 
reservation.  To  perfect  this  it  will  be  necessary  to  construct 
a  power  plant  on  Salmon  River  and  transmit  power  to  the 
various  points  from  which  water  will  be  pumped  into  canals 
from  the  Okanogan  River. 
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NEW  REGULATOR  FOR  AUTOMATICALLY  VARYING  THE 
SPEED  OF  TWO  MOTORS. 

The  Cutler-Hammer  Manufacturing  Company  of  Milwaukee 
has  for  some  time  built  pressure  controlled  automatic  speed 
regulators  for  varying  the  speed  of  single  motors  operating 
on  mechanical  boiler  draft  systems.  The  accompanying  illus- 
tration shows  a  new  type  of  controller  which  regulates  two 
motors,  stops  or  starts  either  or  both  of  them  and  maintain 
the  desired  pressure  in  the  boiler  within  certain  fixed  limits. 

The  panel  illustrated  was  installed  in  connection  with 
a  3%  h.p.  motor  and  a  5  h.p.  motor,  each  driving  a  triplex 
oil  pump  feeding  oil-fired  boilers.  The  oil  is  fed  to  the  boil- 
ers under  pressure  of  about  35  lbs.  per  square  inch.  The  oil 
fed  varies  with  the  demands  on  the  boilers.  In  this  particular 
case  the  small  pump  takes  care  of  ordinary  operating  condi- 
tions and  both  are  used  only  when  heavy  load  conditions  pre- 
vail. 


Cutler-Hammer  Two-Motor  .\utomatic  Pressure  Controlled 
Starter  and  Speed  Regulator 

The  small  motor  is  started  automatically  and  accelerated 
to  normal  speed  and  above  this  if  necessary.  If  this  does 
not  supply  the  oil  needed  the  clapper  switch,  at  the  top, 
closes  the  circuit  to  the  large  motor  and  this  is  brought  up  to 
the  speed  required.  When  the  demand  on  the  boiler  decreases 
so  that  the  smaller  motor  can  again  do  the  work,  the  5  h.p. 
motor  is  cut  out  of  the  circuit. 

This  controller,  therefore,  not  only  eliminates  the  need 
for  an  attendant  and  reduces  power  consumption  to  a  mini- 
mum but  it  accomplishes  the  result  precisely  and  infallibly; 
better  than  by  manual  operation. 


NEW  EQUIPMENTS  OF  TOLEDO,  BOWLING  GREEN  <£. 
SOUTHERN  TRACTION  COMPANY. 

The  Toledo,  Bowling  Green  &  Southern  Traction  Company 
has  purchased  four  quadruple  equipments  of  Westinghouse  No. 
304  interpole  railway  motors  and  Westinghouse  HL  Control, 
arranged  for  operation  from  either  end  of  the  car.  This 
company  is  replacing  several  old  equipments  with  more  mod- 
ern apparatus  designed  to  decrease  maintenance  costs  and 
to  give  more  efficient  service. 

While  the  change  from  the  old  to  the  new  equipments 
is  being  made  very  gradually  and  only  a  few  of  the  new 
ones.  Fig.  1,  are  in  operation,  the  performance  of  these  indi- 
cates that  with  them  maintenance  costs  will  be  consider- 
ably decreased. 

The  Westinghouse  No.  304  motor.  Fig.  2,  is  of  the  inter- 
pole type,  with  split  frame  and  rated  at  75  h.p.,  at  500  volts 
and  90  h.p.,  at  600  volts.  By  the  use  of  interpole  sparkless 
commutation  is  insured  under  all  loads.  This  motor  is  lubri- 
cated with  the  oil  and  waste  method  with  separate  oil  gaug- 
ing reservoir.  The  oil  is  fed  to  the  bearings  by  capillary  at- 
traction through  a  compartment  filled  with  wool  waste  which 
effectively    prevents    any    foreign    matter   from    entering   the 


Car   Equipped   With    New    Type    Motor   Control. 

bearings.  The  armature  is  of  the  Westinghouse  spider  con- 
struction and  has  a  bolted  commutator.  The  field  coils  are 
strap  wound  and  spring  packed  which  prevents  chafing  of 
the  insulation  due  to  vibration.  This  motor  is  peculiarly 
adapted  for  interurban  or  high  speed  service  because  of  the 
relatively  high  armature   speed. 

The  use  of  Westinghouse  HL  Control  affords  many  ad- 
vantages, chief  of  which  are:  a  minimum  of  space  is  required 
by  the  master  controller  on  the  car  platform;  all  heavy  cur- 
rent carrying  parts  are  located  beneath  the  car,  thereby  re- 
ducing all  possibility  of  injuries  to  passengers  from  controller 
"blowouts";  one  or  more  cars  can  be  operated  in  trains;  the 
contacts  are  held  together  pneumatically,  under  heavy  pres- 
sure, irrespective  of  line  voltages. 

Figs.  3  and  4  show  open  and  closed  views  of  the  master 
controller  used  with  HL  control. 


MOUND    HOUSE    PLASTER   CO. 

The  Mound  House  Plaster  Co.,  owning  extensive  deposits 
of  gypsum  and  gypslte  at  Mound  House,  Nevada,  has  equipped 
a  sixty  ton  mill  for  calcining  the  material  before  shipping 
to  their  Wall  Board  plant  at  Emeryville,  Cal.  The  company 
has  leased  the  property  of  the  Realty  Syndicate  at  Hollis 
street,  Emeryville,  together  with  the  buildings.  The  machin- 
ery for  the  hydraulic  press  equipment  has  been  ordered  from 
the  Plate  Glass  Co.  of  Pittsburg,  Pa.  Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co. 
have  the  contract  for  the  complete  electrical  equipment,  in- 
cluding the  installation  of  the  275  horsepower  motors. 
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IMPROVED    PLUG  SWITCHES. 

The  Kellogg  Switchboard  &  Supply  Company  have  re- 
cently designed  a  new  plug  switch  which  differs  very  ma- 
terially from  the  type  previously  used.  When  a  plug  is  re- 
turned to  its  seat,  it  is  necessary  for  the  operator  to  force 
it  In  place  in  order  to  operate  the  plug  switch  springs.  This 
method  of  operating  makes  it  possible  to  use  stiff  springs, 
and  hence,  as  platinum  is  used,  the  contact  obtained  is  as 
reliable  as  that  of  a  switchboard  key. 
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Details   of  Improved   Plug  Switches. 

This  plug  switch  is  mounted  in  a  vertical  position,  th;)s 
making  it  practically  impossible  for  dust  to  collect  on  the 
contacts.  As  it  occupies  a  very  little  space,  almost  as  many 
plug  switches  with  associated  plugs  can  be  mounted  upon  a 
plug  shelf  as  is  possible  when  plugs  with  ordinary  plug  seats 
are  used. 

When  a  plug  is  forced  into  the  plug  switch,  the  sleeve 
of  the  plug  makes  contact  with  a  metal  roller,  which  in  turn 
operates  a  small  lever  and  closes  or  opens  the  plug  switch 
contacts,  depending  upon  the  spring  combination  of  the  plug- 
switch  used. 


New   Enameled   Head   Gear. 

The  enameled  head  bands  shown  in  the  illustration  are 
thoroughly  insulated  and  are  of  light  weight  and  inconspic- 
uous when  worn.  They  are  proving  especially  serviceable  In 
railway  telephone  dispatching  work. 


OCTOBER'S  EARNINGS  OFF  5  PER  CENT  FROM  THE 
PRECEDING  OCTOBER. 

In  sharp  contrast  with  September,  in  which  sales  of  the 
Western  Electric  Company  showed  an  increase  of  12  per 
cent  over  September,  1910,  October  shipments  showed  a 
decrease  of  5  per  cent  compared  with  October  a  year  ago. 
At  the  time,  however,  it  was  explained  that  the  September 
gain  came  from  orders  booked  earlier  in  the  year,  the  com- 
pany computing  its  business  on  the  basis  of  shipments  and 
not  orders  received,  and  that  September's  good  showing  did 
not  mean  an  increase  in  orders  received  during  that  month. 

But  two  more  months  of  the  companys  year  remain  and  it 
now  seems  fairly  certain  that  the  whole  year's  business  will 
run  very  close  to  $66,000,000  which  will  make  1911  the  second 
best  year  in  the  company's  annals,  being  exceeded  only  by 
1906,  with  sales  of  $69,000,000.  An  encouraging  feature  of 
the  rapid  strides  the  company  made  in  the  last  three  years 
is  that  the  growth  has  been  under  normal  conditions,  and 
should,  therefore,  prove  to  be  more  or  less  permanent  in 
character.  The  1906  year  was  one  of  abnormal  development 
in  the  telephone  and  allied  industries,  followed  by  a  violent 
reaction. 

Sales  of  the  Western  Electric  Company  for  the  ten 
months  of  the  current  year  are  about  3  per  cent  ahead  of 
last  year,  the  foreign  branch  of  the  company's  interest  show- 
ing up  somewhat  better  than  domestic  business.  In  the 
United  States  during  October  all  sections  except  the  Pacific 
Coast  district  showed  decreases.  The  East  has  been  the  sec- 
tion of  the  country  to  show  the  greatest  falling  behind. 


TRADE    NOTES. 

S.  O.  Dolson,  an  electrical  engineer  for  the  Pelton  Water 
Wheel  Company,  has  gone  to  Butte  County  to  install  two 
Pelton  water  wheels  of  800  h.p.  each,  at  the  Big  Meadows 
damsite  of  the  Great  Western  Power  Company.  These  wheels 
will  be  direct  connected  to  two  General  Electric  generators 
and  will  be  controlled  by  Pelton  governors.  The  power  gen- 
erated will  be  used  in  connection  with  the  big  dam  con- 
struction plant. 

The  Kellogg  Switchboard  &  Supply  Company  has 
closed  a  contract  with  the  Flathead  Telephone  &  Telegraph 
Company  for  several  exchanges  in  Montana  that  connect 
with  the  Lane  Syndicate's  lines,  which  are  now  operating 
through  from  Seattle  to  Butte.  H.  C.  Goldrick,  Pacific 
Coast  manager  for  the  Kellogg  Switchboard  &  Supply  Com- 
pany of  Chicago,  reports  that  November,  thus  far,  has  been 
the  best  month  of  the  year.  Although  there  have  been  no 
very  large  orders  there  has  been  a  good  volume  of  small 
business. 

Since  the  fire  of  1906,  Pierson,  Roeding  &  Co.,  of  San 
Francisco  have  been  waiting  for  an  opportunity  to  secure 
ground  floor  offices  in  a  suitable  location,  and  the  comple- 
tion of  the  Rialto  Building  has  now  made  this  possible. 
They  have  fitted  up  the  southeast  corner  of  the  ground 
floor  of  the  Rialto  Building,  and  on  December  2d,  will  re- 
move from  the  Monadnock  Building  to  their  new  location  in 
the  heart  of  the  electrical  jobbing  district.  A  feature  of 
the  new  arrangement  will  be  a  display  room  for  exhibiting 
the  firm's  lines,  Including  electric  railway  and  transmission 
materials,  storage  batteries  and  high-tension  oil  switches. 
The  new  address  will   be  No.  118  New  Montgomery   Street. 


NOTICE  OF  MEETING. 
An  informal  dinner  meeting  of  the  American  Institute  of 
Consulting  Engineers  will  be  held  Friday,  December  1st,  at 
7  p.  m.,  at  the  Aldene  Club,  Fifth  Avenue  and  23d  Street, 
New  York  City,  for  the  purpose  of  welcoming  the  new  mem- 
bers, and  discussing  matters  of  general  interest  to  the  In- 
stitute. 


516 


JOURNAL    OF    ELECTRICITY,    POWER   AND    GAS 


[Vol.  XXVII— No.  22 


Vc*' 


NEWS  NOTES 


FINANCIAL. 

FALLS  CITY,  ORE.— The  water  bonds  have  been 
awarded  to  the  Bank  of  Falls  City.  The  bond  issue  is  for 
$5000,  running  20  years  at  6  per  cent.  The  purpose  is  for  the 
extension  of  pipe  lines  of  the  city's  water  system. 

SIERRA  MADRE,  CAL.— The  $111,000  bond  issue  for  the 
purchase  of  the  plant  of  the  Sierra  Madre  Company  and  for 
further  development  and  extension  of  the  system  recently 
voted  upon,  has  been  passed  by  a  large  majority. 

EUGENE,  ORE. — Mayor  Berger  has  signed  and  delivered 
$13,000  worth  of  the  city's  lighting  bonds.  Stephen  Smeed, 
owner  of  the  Hotel  Smeed  Building  and  of  a  fine  farm  near 
Walterville,  has  taken  up  the  first  $5000  of  the  bonds,  and 
W.  T.  Campbell,  city  fire  chief  and  capitalist,  has  taken 
$5000. 

LOS  ANGELES,  CAL.— The  Pacific  Electric  Company  has 
filed  with  the  county  clerk  a  copy  of  papers  authorizing  a 
bond  issue  of  $35,000,000.  Of  this  amount  $9,000,000  is  set 
aside  to  guarantee  the  underlying  bonds  of  the  company, 
and  the  remainder  will  be  used  for  betterments  and  in  con- 
struction of  the  Big  Creek  power  project  in  San  Joaquin 
Valley.  The  Big  Creek  power  development  will  be  used  in 
the  operation  of  railroads  and  in  the  development  of  electric 
power  pumping  in  Southern  California. 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL. — Articles  of  incorporation  have 
been  filed  by  the  San  Francisco,  Napa  &  Calistoga  Railway, 
the  capital  stock  of  the  corporation  being  $2,000,000.  Promi- 
nent San  Francisco  and  Oakland  residents  are  among  the  in- 
corporators: Alfred  Sutro,  T.  V.  Maxwell,  Charles  C.  Sulli- 
van, Guy  C.  Earl  and  W.  H.  Spaulding.  The  new  railroad 
company  will  take  over  the  holdings  of  the  San  Francisco, 
Vallejo  &  Napa  Valley  Railroad  Company,  which  institution 
obtained  its  holdings  from  the  Vallejo,  Benicia  &  Napa  Val- 
ley  Railroad   Company. 

FAIRFIELD,  CAL. — A  deed  of  trust  of  the  Sacramento 
&  Woodland  Railroad  Company,  a  branch  of  the  Vallejo  & 
Northern,  to  the  Mercantile  Trust  Company,  of  San  Francisco 
has  been  filed  with  the  county  recorder.  The  deed  is  to 
secure  bonds  for  $1,000,000  to  be  issued  for  the  purpose  of 
completing  the  road  between  Sacramento  and  Woodland. 
The  mortgage  covers  the  land  included  in  the  right  of  way, 
the  machinery  and  shops,  the  electric  power  plants,  the 
depots  and  sites,  the  ferry  and  other  boats,  the  telegraph  and 
telephone  lines  and  all  leases  that  the  company  possesses. 

STOCKTON,  CAL.— Papers  permitting  the  Tidewater  & 
Southern  Railway  Company  to  create  a  bonded  indebted 
ness  of  $900,000  were  filed  in  the  office  of  the  county  clerk 
yesterday  by  Attorney  A.  L.  Levinsky,  who  has,  from  the  in- 
ception of  the  company,  represented  the  officers  in  all  mat- 
ters. The  bonds  are  to  draw  5  per  cent.  The  Union  Trust 
Company  of  San  Francisco  will  handle  the  bonds.  The  doc- 
uments were  signed  by  Karl  C.  Brueck,  president:  J.  A. 
Cooley,  Byron  A.  Bearce,  J.  L.  Craig,  George  F.  Schuler  and 
T.  J.  Wisecarver,  directors.  Work  is  going  forward  on  the  new 
interurban  road,  which  is  being  built  between  Stockton  and 
Turlock  through  Modesto. 

PALO  ALTO,  CAL. — Contending  that  the  business  men 
and  property  owners  of  Palo  Alto  should  not  encourage  a 
rate  cutting  campaign  intended  to  destroy  the  $200,000  in- 
vestment of  this  city  in  its  municipal  power  plant,  the  Beard 
of  Public  Works  has  directed  the  attention  of  the  local  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce  to  the  large  amount  of  patronage  that  is 
being  given  the  United  Gas  &  Electric  Company.  At  a  meet- 
ing held  last  week  facts  and  figures  were  presented  to  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  showing  the  activity  of  the  private 
corporation  in  the  business  district  of  the  city.     The  names 


of  those  who  have  been  using  outside  power  and  light  were 
read  at  the  meeting  and  an  appeal  will  be  made  to  the  busi- 
ness men  to  support  the  municipal  plant. 


INCORPORATIONS. 

LEWISTON,  IDAHO.— In  the  County  Auditor's  office  have 
been  filed  articles  of  incorporation  for  the  Valley  Develop- 
ment Company  authorized  to  engage  in  water  power  and 
electrical  development  enterprises.  The  capital  stock  is  $100,- 
000,  the  shares  being  of  the  par  value  of  $100  each.  The  in- 
corporators are  F.  H.  Nourse,  E.  Kilham  and  E.  H.  Booth", 
all  of  Lewiston. 

RENO,  NEV. — Articles  of  incorporation  of  the  Nevada 
Valley  Power  Company  have  been  filed  in  Reno  and  Carson. 
The  company  is  incorporated  for  $2,500,000.  A.  D.  Ayers,  H. 
E.  Danforth  and  A.  A.  Smith  of  Reno,  and  Milton  S.  Hamil- 
ton and  F.  J.  Early  of  Oakland  are  the  incorporators.  They 
plan  to  build  a  plant  on  the  Truckee  River  east  of  Reno,  and 
to  compete  with  the  Hammon  interests.  The  plant  is  to  de- 
velop  4000   h.p. 

TWIN  FALLS,  IDAHO.— Articles  of  incorporation  have 
been  filed  with  the  county  auditor  by  the  Twin  Falls,  Artesian 
City  and  Oakley  Interurban  Railway  Company.  The  capital 
is  placed  at  $500,000  of  which  $180,000  is  subscribed.  Twin 
Falls  is  designated  as  the  place  of  business.  Harry  T.  West 
is  president  of  the  company.  The  purposes  and  powers  are 
to  construct,  maintain  and  operate  interurban  railways  in 
Twin  Falls  and  adjacent  counties;  to  construct  and  operate 
warehouses,  fiour  mills,  to  locate  and  develop  power  rights, 
dam  and  reservoirs  and  canals  for  irrigation  purposes,  operate 
power  houses,  etc. 

BAKERSFIELD,  CAL.— Backed  by  capitalists  of  national 
prominence  and  having  for  Its  purpose  the  erection  in  Kern 
County  of  plants  and  lines  for  the  supplying  of  light  and 
power  to  towns,  prospective  railroads  and  mines,  the  South- 
ern Sierra  Power  Company  has  given  notice  of  its  intention 
to  invade  the  Southern  San  Joaquin  Valley  counties  by  filing 
articles  of  incorporation.  The  company  is  capitalized  for 
$5,000,000,  divided  into  50,000  shares,  and  is  at  present  opera- 
ting in  Colorado  and  Wyoming.  Delos  A.  Chappell,  Lawrence 
C.  Phipps  and  C.  P.  Potter  are  the  incorporators,  and  with 
T.  S.  Hayden  and  G.  Wood  compose  the  directorate.  Law- 
rence Phipps  Jr.,  the  steel  magnate  of  Pittsburg,  will  come 
to  Kern  County  soon  to  look  over  the  situation. 


ILLUMINATION. 

SUNNYSIDE,  WASH.— This  city  will  shortly  install  7% 
ampere  magnetic  lamps. 

COLFAX,  WASH.— The  City  Council  has  decided  to  in- 
stall a  number  of  street  lights.  '  ■:■. 

CORVALLIS,  ORE.— The  City  Council  has  decided  to 
grant  to  Col.  W.  H.  McGoldrick  a  proper  franchise  for  the 
operation  of  a  gas  plant. 

ABERDEEN,  WASH.— This  city  will  install  new  arcs  and 
tungsten  lights  on  local  streets.  The  power  is  furnished  by 
the  Grays  Harbor  Railway  &  Light  Comany. 

VICTORIA,  B.  C— This  place  will  consider  cluster  light-, 
ing  system  extensions  at  the  next  municipal  meeting.  Peti- 
tions will  be  presented  urging  the  lights  installed  on  a  num- 
ber of  local  streets. 

TONO,  WASH.— The  Washington  Union  Coal  Company, 
a  subsidiary  of  the  O.-W.  R.  &  N.  Co.,  has  made  an  appropria- 
tion of  $500,000  of  which  $250,000  will  be  expended  for  a  light 
and  power  plant  and  60  new  houses  in  this  city  and  vicinity. 
Other  improvements  will  be  made  to  mines  and  other  prop- 
erty. 
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PASCO,  WASH. — Evans,  Dick  &  Co.,  were  awarded  the 
contract  for  furnishing  and  installation  of  84  street  light 
posts,  with  three  cluster  lights  equipped  for  use.  The  firm's 
bid  for  the  style  of  posts  selected  by  the  council  was  ?5980. 

MARTINEZ,  CAL. — ^An  application  has  been  filed  by  Van 
F.  Britton  for  a  franchise  for  operating  and  maintaining  gas 
mains  and  other  pipes  along  the  county  roads,  between  the 
towns  of  Antioch  and  Pittsburg. 

SANTA  ROSA,  CAL.— The  bid  of  $200  made  by  the 
Pacific  Gas  &  Electric  Company,  for  permission  to  lay  gas 
pipes  and  extend  its  mains  along  the  Sebastopol  and  other 
roads,  was  accepted  and  the  franchise  granted. 

ALBANY,  ORE.— Col.  W.  H.  McGoldrick,  to  whom  the 
City  Council  recently  granted  a  gas  franchise  in  the  city  of 
Albany,  has  just  been  granted  by  the  county  a  similar  fran- 
chise which  will  be  in  conjunction  with  the  city  franchise. 

CHICO,  CAL. — A  fifty  year-franchise  has  been  granted  by 
the  Board  of  Supervisors  to  the  Pacific  Gas  &  Electric  Com- 
pany to  lay  down  and  maintain  gas  pipes  and  mains  for  con- 
ducting gas  to  Chapmantown,  Chapman's  North  Addition, 
Oakdale,  Davis  tract,  etc. 

LEWISTON,  IDAHO. — Local  Manager  Henry  M.  Jones  of 
the  Pacific  Power  &  Light  Company,  announced  that  plans 
are  being  completed  for  extending  the  gas  mains  to  the  Uni- 
versity addition  residence  section,  as  far  south  as  Sixteenth 
avenue.  The  improvements  are  to  be  completed  not  later 
than  January  1st. 

DUVAL,  WASH. — Roy  W.  Comegys,  of  this  city,  who,  with 
associates  recently  secured  a  franchise  from  King  County 
for  an  electric  light  and  water  system  franchise  in  this  city 
and  vicinity,  will  start  work  on  the  project  at  once.  The  fran- 
chise provides  for  the  erection  of  pumping  station,  pipe  lines, 
transmission  lines,  dam,  etc.,  at  a  cost  of  between  $200,000 
and  $300,000. 


TRANSMISSION. 

SAN  JOSE,  CAL. — ^The  Supervisors  have  accepted  the 
bid  of  the  Great  Western  Power  Company  of  $110  for  the 
power  pole  line  franchise  that  the  corporation  recently  asked 
for  and  the  franchise  was  awarded. 

BUHL,  IDAHO. — O.  G.  Gray  has  been  here  recently  rep- 
resenting Salt  Lake  and  Denver  capitalists  as  a  consulting 
engineer  and  has  made  investigations  of  the  Thousand 
Springs  power  site.  It  is  probable  that  work  will  be  started 
shortly  on  the  plant. 

TUCSON,  ARIZ.— The  Great  Western  Power  Company 
will  commence  active  operations  in  construction  of  a  $1,000.- 
000  reservoir  and  power  project  in  Sabino  Canyon.  This  will 
irrigate  6000  acres.  A  road  will  be  built  to  the  canyon  for 
transporting   materials   from   Tucson. 

VISALIA,  CAL. — The  Board  of  Supervisors  has  granted  a 
franchise  to  the  Pacific  Light  and  Power  Company,  a  branch 
of  the  San  Joaquin  Light  and  Power  Company,  of  Fresno, 
to  extend  their  poles  and  lines  over  Tulare  County.  The 
company  paid  into  the  treasury  $100  for  the  franchise. 

FRESNO,  CAL. — The  Board  of  Supervisors  has  adopted 
an  ordinance  granting  to  the  Pacific  Light  &  Power  Cor- 
poration a  franchise  to  construct  and  for  the  period  of  30 
years  to  operate  and  maintain  an  electric  tower  or  pole 
and  wire  system  upon  certain  public  highways  in.  the 
county  of  Fresno. 

PORTOLA,  CAL.— Work  will  at  once  be  started  on  the 
construction  of  a  dam  on  Grizzly  Creek  to  furnish  power  for 
the  generation  of  electricity,  to  be  used  in  furnishing  lights 
to  the  town  of  Portola.  The  Reno  Mill  and  Lumber  Com- 
pany recently  secured  the  water  rights  and  franchises  of 
the  Portola  Light  &  Power  Company,  and  this  work  fol- 
lows close  on  the  outcome  ot  that  deal.  Twenty  men  were 
taken  to  the  site  last  week  and  the  work  will  be  pushed 
rapidly  to  completion.     The  estimated  cost  is  $40,000. 


PASCO,  WASH.— Chief  Engineer  McGee  of  the  Pacific 
Power  &  Light  Company's  engineering  staff,  made  a  prelimi- 
nary survey  of  the  site  of  the  company's  projected  transmit- 
ting station.  As  soon  as  Mr.  McGee  can  prepare  profile 
maps,  etc.,  contracts  will  be  let  for  the  project.  The  first 
building  will  be  a  distributing  warehouse,  100x200  feet,  with 
60  feet  walls.  Other  buildings  will  be  established  as  soon  as 
possible. 

EUREKA,  CAL.— As  the  result  of  negotiations  which 
began  several  weeks  ago,  the  Blue  Lake  lighting  system, 
owned  by  the  Minor  Mill  &  Lumber  Company,  has  been  for- 
mally purchased  and  taken  over  by  the  Western  States  Gas 
&  Electric  Company.  The  generators  which  have  thus  far 
supplied  Blue  Lake  with  electrical  energy  were  not  bought 
by  the  Western  States  Company,  only  the  distributing  system 
being  taken  out.  A  crew  of  linemen  will  be  put  to  work  at 
once  extending  the  transmission  system  of  the  Western 
States  Company  from  Areata  to  Blue  Lake  and  within 
a  few  days  the  same  current  which  is  now  lighting  Eureka, 
Ferndale,  Fortuna  and  Areata  will  also  be  lighting  Blue  Lake 
as  well  as  Glendale,  a  few  miles  north  of  Blue  Lake.  With 
the  purchase  of  the  Blue  Lake  system  the  Western  States 
Gas  &  Electric  Company  now  has  control  of  the  entire  light- 
ing and  power  situation  in  Humboldt  County.  It  is  stater, 
that  with  the  centralization  of  the  former  independent  sys- 
tems under  one  management  a  much  more  economical  pro- 
duction of  electrical  energy  will  result  with  a  consequent 
benefit  to  the  consumer. 


TRANSPORTATION. 

WILLOWS,  CAL. — President  Donohue  of  the  Sacramento 
Valley  West  Side  Electric  Railway,  will  make  application 
to  the  County  Supervisors  for  a  franchise  through  Glenn 
County  for  the  new  electric  road. 

EDMONDS,  WASH. — John  Appleton  and  George  Walsh 
of  Seattle  met  with  the  local  Chamber  of  Commerce  to  enter 
into  negotiations  for  the  construction  of  a  street  car  line  to 
connect  this  city  with  the  interurban. 

MEDFORD,  ORE. — An  interurban  railroad  connecting 
Medford,  Ashland,  Grants  Pass  and  Jacksonville  now  seems 
to  be  a  certainty,  as  the  organizers  have  applied  for  a  fran- 
chise, which  will  come  before  the  next  meeting  of  the  City 
Council. 

CALDWELL,  IDAHO.— O.  G.  F.  Markhus,  manager  of  the 
Idaho-Oregon  Power  Company,  met  with  the  local  municipal 
council  November  6th  and  petitioned  that  body  for  an  electric 
railroad  franchise  covering  a  number  of  local  streets.  No 
action  on  the  matter  has  been  taken. 

BOISE,  IDAHO. — A.  B.  Smith,  representing  unknown  in- 
terests, asserts  that  his  company  will  construct  an  electric 
railway  line  through  South  Boise  to  Nampa,  and  possibly 
connect  the  territory  tributary.  Another  company  is  also 
petitioning  the  county  for  a  franchise. 

ALBANY,  ORE. — According  to  reports,  all  obstables  have 
been  cleared  for  the  construction  of  the  Oregon  Electric  rail- 
way line  between  this  city  and  the  present  terminus  at 
Salem.  Deals  have  been  closed  for  several  isolated  strips  of 
right-of-way.  It  is  further  said  that  regular  trains  will  be 
in  operation  by  January  1st,  1912.  Practically  50  per  cent 
of  the  grade  has  been  completed  and  orders  have  been  placed 
for  steel  and  track  laying  facilities. 

IRONDALE,  WASH.— Reports  from  this  place  state  that 
the  sale  of  stock  is  progressing  to  such  a  degree  as  to  war- 
rant the  immediate  preliminary  survey  for  right-of-way  of 
the  proposed  interurban  line  for  the  Olympic  Railway  Com- 
pany. Thomas  Atwell,  manager,  stated  that  the  project  will 
probably  be  financed  by  Peabody,  Houghteling  &  Co.  Work 
will  soon  start  on  surveys  and  other  preliminary  work,  with 
the  intention  of  completing  all  preliminary  work  before  Feb- 
ruary, 1912. 
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PENDENT 

The    Pendent   Switch    with 


SWITCH 

a  Snap  Switch  Mechanism 


This  new  type  of  switch  has 
become  very  popular.  It  is 
graceful — handsome  in  design 
and  finish.  Besides  being  of 
of  such  pleasing  and  attractive 
appearance.  It  is  the  most  ef- 
fective pendent  switch  yet  on 
the  market. 

The  interior  mechanism  is 
the  same  as  that  which  is  used 
in  all  our  standard  snap 
switches— a  reliable  mechan- 
ism known  for  its  smooth, 
quick,  positive  action. 

A  bayonet  joint  with  a  snap 
lock  holds  the  two  shells  to- 
gether. The  switch  body  is 
secured  to  the  lower  shell.  A 
fiber    cover    over    the    mech- 


L'.ll.    \.i.  liiS.iM 


anism  allows  ample  room 
for  wiring  and  a  knot  in 
the  cord;  no  possibility  of 
interference  with  moving 
parts.  The  pendent  switch 
is  also  furnished  with 
tapped  nozzles  for  fixture 
work. 

The  push  buttons  on  the 
side  are  in  just  the  na- 
tural position  when  you 
reach  for  the' switch — 


"It 

Fits 
The 
Hand" 
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HIGHEST  ROCK-FILL  DAM  IN  THE  WORLD 


The  Pacific  slope  is  to  be  credited  with  originat- 
ing many  achievements  in  the  engineering  field  which 
have  created  a  precedent  for  the  effete  East  and  other 
countries  to  copy.  Such  feats  as  the  construction 
of  the  heavy  wrought  iron  pressure  pipe  of  the  Corn- 
stock  in  the  early  seventies  in  Nevada;  the  develop- 


skin  of  reinforced  concrete  and  masonry  for  the  old 
wooden  facing,  and  completes  successfully  the  largest 
dam  of  this  type  in  the  world,  267  feet  high  from  the 
foundation  to  the  top,  in  a  most  satisfactory  manner. 
This  work  has  been  accomplished  in  connection 
with  the  completion  of  the  works  of  the  Southern  Cali- 


"^j(f'' '  :ijit']:if*  ■■-■ 


The     Highest    Rock-Fill    Dam    in     the    World    Showing    Outlet  Tower 


ment  of  the  Halliday  cable  street  railway  system  in  San 
Francisco;  the  creation  of  the  thin  arch  dam  of  Brown 
in  Bear  Valley,  San  Bernardino  County.  The  many 
pioneer  rock-fill  dams  with  wooden  facing  constructed 
in  the  old  mining  days  in  the  California  mountains, 
are  now  being  surpassed  by  the  modification  of  the 
same  in  the  completion  of  the  immense  Morena  rock- 
fill  dam  of  San  Diego  which  substitutes  a  veneered 


fornia  Mountain  Water  Company  supplying  the  city 
of  San  Diego  with  water,  owned  by  the  brothers, 
John  D.  and  Adolph  Spreckels,  residents  of  San  Fran- 
cisco. The  city  of  San  Diego  has  developed  an  ex- 
traordinary growth  of  population  in  the  last  twelve 
years,  increasing  from  17,000  people  in  the  census  of 
1890  to  55,000  people  at  the  present  time.  The  supply  of 
water    to    meet    this    growing   population    demanded 


520 


JOURNAL    OF    ELECTRICITY,    POWER    AND    GAS 


[Vol.  XXVII— No.  23 


Morena    Rock-fill  Dam  in  Cross-section  and  Elevation. 


prompt  and  heroic  measures  and  the  owners  of  this 
property,  broad  enough  to  realize  the  situation,  un- 
dertook to  build  a  number  of  storage  dams  to  develop 
a  reserve  supply  and  anticipate  the  demand  for  water 
in  the  growing  community. 

This  was  rendered  necessary  owing  to  the  fact 
that  in  this  extreme  southern  end  of  the  State  of  Cali- 
fornia, a  number  of  dry  years  often  appear  in  suc- 
cession when  the  run-off  from  the  mountain  streams 
is  very  light,  consequently  large  volumes  of  water 
must  be  impounded  in  the  years  of  plenty  to  take 
care  of  the  consumption  and  evaporation  during  the 
intervening  lean  years  of  light  rainfall. 

This  company  has  now  completed  the  following 
dams  for  impounding  rainfall  from  the  mountain  water- 
sheds: ^  ■     i    I  #! 

RESERVOIR  SUPPLIES  OP  THE  SOUTHERN  CALIFORNIA 
MOUNTAIN  "WATER  COMPANY. 

Area 

Name  of       Type  of                    Height  Alti-  Sub-  Capacity 

Reservoir.         Dam.                        Feet.  tude.  merged,  in  gallons. 

Lower  Otay.  .Rock-fill     150'  400'  S69'  13,000,000,000 

Upper  Otay.  .Arched  concrete  ..  77'  521'  164'  1,090,000,000 
ChollasHgts.  Earth    and     Steel 

Plate    34'  385'  17'  90,000,000 

Morena Rock-fill     265'  2912'  1370'  15,000,000,000 

Total  capacity 29,180,000,000 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  little  city  of  San  Diego 
has  now  a  reservoir  capacity  for  its  population  of 
55,000  almost  equal  to  that  of  the  Spring  Valley  Water 
Works  system  of  San  Francisco  with  over  400,000 
population,  and  above  four  times  that  of  the  Peoples 
Water  Company  of  Oakland,  supplying  Alameda  and 
Berkeley  with  a  combined  population  of  about  300,- 
000  people.  There  are  many  other  sheds  in  San  Diego 
within  range  of  30  miles  of  the  coast,  capable  of  being 
developed  so  that  it   can   safely  be  said  that   water, 


for  a  population  of  two  and  a  half  million  can  be  con- 
served by  intelligently  making  proper  outlays,  as  nu- 
merous dam  sites  are  available.  The  summit  of  the 
mountain  range  is  about  fifty  miles  from  the  coast  at 
an  altitude  of  from  4000  to  6000  feet,  and  the  annual 
rainfall  in  this  locality  varies  from  20  inches  to  40 
inches,  depending  on  the  contour  of  the  mountains 
and  the  direction  of  the  prevailing  rainstorms  which  in- 
variably float  in  from  a  southwesterly  direction  from 
the  Pacific  Ocean. 

Morena  Rock-Fill  Dam. 
This  is  located  on  the  Cottonwood  stream,  which 
flows  into  the  ocean  near  Tia  Juana  on  the  Mexican 
frontier.     It  is  thirty-five  miles  in  an  air  line  south- 


Morena  Dam,  Looking  West. 


east  from  San  Diego  and  about  seven  miles  north  of 
the  Mexican  boundary  line,  past  which  the  San  Diego 
&  Arizona  Railway  is  now  being  built  through  the 
old  town  of  Campo,  which  was  a  stage  station  of  the 
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PLAN. 

ROCK   FILL  DAM 

5col«     lrn-50i=T. 

Fig.3 


Plan  of  Rock-flU  Dam. 


old  overland  wagon  road  in  the  early  days  before 
trans-continental  railways  were  built.  The  dam  is 
a  rock-fill  structure  facing  a  narrow  canyon  gouged 
out  of  the  solid  granite  cliffs  that  tower  500  feet  high 
on  each  side  of  the  gorge.  This  canyon  is  filled  with 
enormous  boulders  throughout  and  in  excavating  the 
foundations  at  the  site  of  the  dam,  a  narrow  fissure 
eroded  by  the  ancient  stream  was  found  to  be  112 
feet  below  the  stream  bed  at  that  point.  A  wall  of 
rubble  concrete  36  feet  at  the  bottom  and  12  feet 
thick  30  feet  above  the  stream  bed  was  the  first  con- 
struction done  in  1896  when  the  project  of  building 
this  dam  was  launched.  Work  was  suspended  with 
the  toe  wall  up  to  the  30  foot  contour  in  April,  1898, 
when  about  120,000  cubic  yards  of  rock-fill  had  been 
placed  out  of  a  total  of  306,000  cubic  yards  required 
to  complete  the  dam  to  the  prescribed  cross  section. 
Work  was  resumed  again  after  an  elapse  of  eleven 
years,  by  chief  and  consulting  engineer  M.  M. 
O'Shaughnessy,  Mem.  Am.  Soc.  C.  E.,  who,  after  a 
careful  study  of  the  situation,  decided  to  change  the 
upper  slope  from  the  top  of  the  completed  toe  wall 
up  to  the  120  foot  contour  to  9  horizontal  to  10  verti- 
cal and  from  the  120  foot  contour  to  the  top  of  the  dam 
at  the  150  foot  level  Yi  horizontal  to  1  vertical.  In 
the  new  work  of  filling,  it  was  decided  to  alter  the 
character  of  the  same  by  placing  large  six  and  ten 
ton  blocks  of  granite  on  the  up-stream  face  of  the 
dam  and  have  them  well  bedded  and  set  in  cement 
mortar  of  one  cement  to  2j^  sand,  and  behind  this 
masonry  skin  for  a  width  of  50  feet  to  hand  and 
derrick  place  all  the  stone  and  spall  the  same  with 
small  rock  so  that  no  cavities  would  exist  in  the 
structure.  The  top  of  the  dam  is  16  feet  wide  and 
crowned  with  a  three-foot  concrete  coping  for  wave 
wash,  and  the  back  slope,  is  1^  horizontal  to  1  verti- 


cal with  a  berm  of  21  feet  at  the  100  foot  contour 
to  provide  for  future  extensions  in  raising  the  dam. 
To  obviate  any  serious  cracking  of  the  skin  from  set- 
tlement of  the  mass,  vertical  joints  were  arranged  on 
4<S-foot  centers,  as  shown  in  the  drawings.  Through 
the  rubble  masonry  at  the  present  time  the  leakage 
is  only  33,000  gallons  in  24  hours  under  a  head  of  65 
feet.  It  is  proposed  at  some  time  in  the  future,  if 
necessary,  to  put  a  thin  slab  of  reinforced  concrete  on 
the  top  of  the  masonry  which  will  break  at  the  joints 
before  mentioned.  These  joints  to  be  subsequently 
calked  with  oakum  and  asphalt. 


Upper  Otay   Dam. 

As  the  freights  from  San  Diego  to  Morena — a  dis- 
tance by  wagon  road  of  about  sixty  miles,  with  grades 
of  16  per  cent  and  sometimes  18  per  cent  to  over- 
come— cost  up  to  about  one  cent  per  pound,  it  was 
imperative  to  diminish  the  quantity  of  expensive  haul- 
ing to  a  minimum;  hence  the  type  of  construction  here 
described  has  been  developed.  ' 
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1?   Detail  of  Grgtmg  for  Outlet  Valve  * 
'  Four-  wanted  comptete  ' 


vfccl  Toper  Sard  4n3'^3 


%  O.O.  RoJ-Hwt  bolK  E.^' 


!  "»  Detail  of  Grating  forMud  Gote  • 

*  One  CvgnteiJ  complete  * 

Possibly  one  of  the  most  successful  mass  shots 
ever  made  with  blasting  powder  was  accomplished 
on  this  work  August  30th,  1909,  when  16^4  tons  of 
powder  in  a  chamber  at  the  end  of  a  tunnel  drift  115 
feet  long  broke  180,000  tons  of  granite  rock  at  a  cost 
of  4^4  cents  per  ton.  This  rock  was  afterward  han- 
dled and  placed  in  the  dam  by  means  of  two  Lidger- 
wood  cableways,  one  2^  in.  in  diameter,  1350  feet 
long  and  the  other  2}^  in.  in  diameter,  1100  feet  long, 
which  were  able  to  pick  up  rock  from  10  to  12  tons 
and  convey  them  into  the  dam  at  a  speed  of  about 
.300  ft.  per  minute.  Five  stiff  legged  derricks  and 
two  guyed  derricks  were  used  for  placing  rock  in 
the  skips  and  cables  at  the  quarries  and  distributing 
them  over  the  dam.  Great  care  was  used  in  keeping 
the  derricks  properly  guyed  to  avoid  breakage,  as 
hauling  supplies  for  renewals  over  the  60  mile  road 
was  somewhat  expensive. 

The  control  of  the  cables,  which  were  about  200 


feet  in  elevation  above  the  dam  were  regulated  by 
an  ingenious  though  simple,  electric  system  of  sig- 
nalling. The  bells  used  in  the  old  days  were  aban- 
doned and  an  annunciator  consisting  of  boxes  hav- 
ing ten  compartments  each  8x8  in.  deep  were  placed 
in  view  of  the  operator.  The  front  of  each  compart- 
ment was  closed  by  a  pane  of  frosted  glass  and  on 
each  the  following  signals  were  painted,  "Hoist," 
"Lower,"  "Go  Out,"  "Come  In,"  "Fast,"  "Slow," 
"Stop,"  with  three  spares  for  special  signals.  On 
the  back  of  each  compartment  were  mounted  two 
Edison  keyless  wall  sockets  with  16-candle  power,  110 
volt  lamps.  The  lamps  were  wired  with  a  common 
return  wire  and  an  individual  wire  for  the  other 
terminal  of  each  lamp,  making  11  wires  in  all.  These 
wires   were   No.    14  copper   covered   and   cabled   and 


Lower  Otay  Dam. 

the  outside  was  protected  by  jute  braid.  Each 
flexible  cable  was  650  feet  long  and  could  readily  be 
moved  to  any  favorable  position  on  the  south  or  oper- 
ating end  of  the  dam.  At  the  signalling  end  of  the 
cable  ten  switches  were  mounted  and  normally  held 
open  by  means  of  a  spring  requiring  the  pressure  of 
the  operator's  fingers  to  close  it.  Switches  were 
mounted  upon  an  insulated  base  in  such  a  way  that 
the  leads  were  brought  into  them  without  coming 
into  contact  with  the  wooden  frame  work.  A  lj4 
kw.  125  volt  direct  current  compound  wound  gener- 
ator was  used  to  operate  at  a  speed  of  1650  r.p.m., 
which  was  driven  by  one  C.  H.  Button  5  h.p.  verti- 
cal type  steam  engine  which  was  installed  to  operate  at 
a  speed  of  300  r.p.m.  This  engine  was  supplied  with 
iiteam  tapped  from  one  of  the  boilers  of  the  big  Lidger- 
wood  engines.  By  this  means  a  single  man  with  the 
switch  signal  board  was  moved  around  the  dam  to 
the  most  effective  points  for  observing  the  control  and 
placing  of  rock  as  the  work  progressed,  without  inter- 
fering with  guy  wires  and  absolutely  preventing  acci- 
dents, as  not  a  man  was  injured  in  2j4  years'  opera- 
tions from  any  confused  signals. 

The  outlet  arrangement  consists  of  a  reinforced 
circular  concrete  tower  placed  on  bedrock  in  the  res- 
ervoir basin  and  connecting  with  a  tunnel  387  feet 
long,  8  feet  wide  by  7j^  feet  high,  through  which  the 
water  from  the  reservoir  is  drawn  off.  The  outlet 
tower  is  15  ft.  6  in.  in  external  diameter,  the  concrete 
walls  of  which  vary  in  thickness  from  3  feet  at  the 
base  to  20  in.  at  the  top.  The  top  of  this  tower  is  at 
an  elevation    of    155j^   feet,  on    which    an  operating 
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deck  of  reinforced  concrete  is  built  for  regulating  the 
outer  gates.  These  are  of  the  Coffin  Valve  Company 
sluice  type  with  vertical  stems  controlled  by  guides 
let  into  the  concrete.  Around  each  gate  is  a  screen 
to  keep  trash  and  drift  from  entering  the  24  in.  cir- 
cular  cast   iron   pipes    passing   through    the    walls   of 


••    Horizontal  Section  of  Toweron  Line  AA  " 
'  Gate    *S  -  •   Scale  ^'-1  Fotft" 


the  tower  and  connecting  with  a  30  in.  vertical  down 
pipe  which  discharges  into  the  tunnel  before  men- 
tioned. These  outlets  are  located  28  feet  apart  verti- 
cally, so  that  the  water  may  be  drawn  off  under  a 
light  head  from  any  of  these  levels.  Between  each 
opening  and  the  down  pipe  there  is  a  curved  remov- 
able bolted  flanged  casting  to  enable  the  gates  to  be 
easily  removed,  if  it  is  ever  found  necessary,  and  which 
is  attached  to  Crane  gates  operated  from  platforms  in- 
side of  the  tower  at  the  different  levels,  and  which 
are  used  for  emergency  purposes  only.  The  admis- 
sion of  water  through  the  outer  sluice  valves  relieves 
the  leaf  valves  from  any  chattering  effect  developed 
by  the  spouting  water  which  discharges  into  the  down 
pipes  flowing  freely  through  the  tunnel.  There  is 
also  an  independent  24  in.  cast  iron  pipe  which  will  be 
used  for  washing  out  the  sediment  which  may  in  the 
future  accumulate  near  the  base  of  the  outlet  tower 
and  which  passes  through  its  foundation  and  connects 
-.v'.th  the  tunnel  before  mentioned.  The  inner  75  feet 
of  this  tunnel  in  solid  granite — has  been  lined  with 
concrete  and  connects  with  the  base  of  the  tower  and 
encloses  the  pipes  which  discharge  onto  the  floor  of 
the  tunnel,  so  that  every  precaution  has  been  taken  to 
have  as  simple  and  safe  an  outlet  at  a  moderate  ex- 
pense as  it  was  possible  to  obtain.  From  the  outer 
end  of  this  tunnel  the  water  will  be  permitted  to  flow 
?.t  present  along  the  natural  grade  of  the  Cottonwood 
Creek  until  it  is  picked  up  above  the  Barrett  dam 
site  by  the  Dulzura  Conduit  which  leads  the  water 
to  the  Otay  reservoir. 

This  design  of  tower  was  decided  upon  after  a 
prolonged  study  of  many  different  types  of  outlet,  and 
the  fact  that  a  similar  one  is  now  being  built  in  Ala- 
bama is  another  tribute  to  the  achievements  of  our 
western  engineers  in  ignoring  precedent  and  threshing 
cut  problems  to  logical  conclusions. 

In  order  to  obtain  a  comparison  with  other  simi- 
lar engineering  structures,  a  brief  description  of  the 
Roosevelt  Dam,  Arizona,  is  here  given : 


It  is  of  solid  masonry  and  at  its  base  occupies 
cue  acre  of  the  bed  of  Salt  River.  It  is  280  feet  high, 
170  feet  thick  at  river  bed  and  16  feet  thick  at  top 
and  1080  feet  long  at  crest,  it  took  4  years  to  build, 
has  340,000  cubic  3'ards  of  masonry  in  its  contents  and 
cost  the  Reclamation  Service  of  the  U.  S.  Government 
$3,468,000.  The  Morena  is  267  feet  high  from  the 
bottom  of  the  foundations — which  were  excavated  115 
feet  below  the  old  stream  bed — to  the  top.  It  is  300 
feet  thick  at  the  base  and  550  feet  along  the  crest,  it 
has  taken  5  years  to  build,  has  306,000  cubic  yards 
of  masonry  in  its  contents,  covers  Zyi  acres  on  its 
foundations,  and  has  cost  Mr.  Spreckels'  water  com- 
pany $1,500,000  to  complete. 

It  backs  the  water  up  for  four  miles  through  Mo- 
rena Valley,  forming  a  picturesque  mountain  lake, 
the  shores  of  which  are  studded  with  glistening  gran- 
ite and  bordered  with  live  oak  trees — and  as  it  is  sol- 
idl}^  united  to  the  primeval  bedrock  with  all  the  skill 
and  care  that  good  workmanship  could  accomplish, 
it  is  safe  to  assume  that  it  will  last  until  eternity. 


CANAL  WORK  IN  OCTOBER. 

The  grand  total  of  Canal  excavation  to  November 
1  was  153,055,640  cubic  yards,  leaving  to  be  exca- 
vated 42,267,739  cubic  yards,  or  less  than  one-fourth 
of  the  entire  amount  for  the  completed  Canal. 

The  total  for  October  was  2,331,678  cubic  yards, 
as  compared  with  2,884,382  cubic  yards  in  October, 
1910,  and  2,827,798  cubic  yards  in  October,  1909. 

The  dry  excavation  amounted  to  1,516,759  cubic 
3^ards,  and  was  principally  by  steam  shovels.  The 
dredges  removed  810,215  cubic  yards,  and  4,704  cubic 
yards  were  sluiced  in  the  Central  Division,  in  addition 
to  the  amount  pumped  into  Gatun  Dam  by  suction 
dredges.  The  progress  on  the  locks  at  Gatun,  Pedro 
JMiguel,  and  Miraflores  is  referred  to  elsewhere  in 
this  issue. 

In  the  Atlantic  Division,  the  total  excavation  was 
536,431  cubic  yards.  Of  this  total,  66,031  cubic  yards 
were  dry  excavation,  and  the  remainder  was  removed 
by  the  dredges  in  the  Atlantic  entrance. 

The  total  excavation  in  the  Central  Division  was 
1,319,187  cubic  yards,  all  of  which  was  from  the 
prism.  The  amount  taken  from  Culebra  Cut  was 
1,306,971  cubic  yards,  as  compared  with  1,320,314 
cubic  yards  in  October,  1910,  the  high  record  for  that 
month. 

In  the  Pacific  Division,  the  total  excavation  was 
476,060  cubic  yards,  339,815  cubic  yards  of  which  were 
taken  out  by  dredging  at  the  Pacific  entrance. 


BURNING  OF  AN  ELECTRICALLY  OPERATED 
GOLD  DREDGE. 

Yuba  Consolidated  gold  dredge  No.  10  was  burned 
last  week,  at  the  dredging  grounds  on  the  Yuba  River 
above  Marysville.  It  was  recently  completed  at  a  cost 
of  $200,000'  and  was  insured  for  quite  an  amount.  As 
no  one  was  on  board  the  dredge  when  the  fire  started, 
the  cause  of  the  disaster  is  not  definitely  known.  The 
company  made  an  excellent  showing  during  the  past 
year  and  the  construction  of  another  dredge  is  only  a 
question  of  time. 
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MUNICIPAL  ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  SYSTEMS^ 

BY  C.  L.  CORY. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  San  Francisco  Section 
of  the  American  Institute  of  Electrical  Engineers,  at 
which  Honorable  Max  Thelen,  attorney  for  the  Cali- 
fornia Railroad  Commission,  made  an  address  in  con- 
nection with  the  recently  adopted  amendments  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  State  enlarging  the  powers  of  the 
railway  commission  and  extending  their  control  over 
other  public  service  corporations  than  steam  and  elec- 
tric railways,  it  was  brought  out  that  in  the  State  of 
Wisconsin  its  railroad  commission  has  practically  the 
same  control  over  the  construction,  operation  and  rates 
for  service  of  the  municipally  owned  public  utilities  as 
over  the  privately  owned  corporations  providing  serv- 
ice to  the  public. 

Since  the  most  valuable  work  has  been  done  by 
it,  and  especially,  since  the  decisions  of  the  Wiscon- 
sin Railroad  Commission  have  been  almost  univer- 
sally adopted,  at  least  in  principle,  it  is  certainly  de- 
sirable to  most  carefully  consider  the  important  opin- 
ions and  findings  of  this  commission  in  the  principal 
cases  it  has  considered  and  especially  the  decisions  it 
has  rendered. 

Such  conclusions  arc  of  necessity  in  the  form  of 
generalities  rather  than  specific  instances,  and,  while 
it  should  be  fully  understood  that  the  conditions  in 
Wisconsin  may  and  probably  are  very  different  from 
those  existing  in  California,  the  application  of  these 
conclusions  to  two  typical  electric  lighting  systems 
in  two  different  Pacific  Coast  cities  give  results  which 
are  certainly  illuminating. 

In  arriving  at  a  basis  for  a  just  fixing  of  rates,  this 
commission  has  consistently  maintained  that  the  rates 
for  current  should  be  based  upon  the  cost  of  the  serv- 
ice." Each  consumer  occasions  expenses  to  the  plant. 
In  order  that  every  consumer  shall  pay  his  just  share 
of  the  expenses,  it  is  necessary  to  apportion  the  ex- 
penses of  the  plant  between  the  capacity  and  output 
costs,  and  determine  what  part  of  each  class  of  expense 
should  be  charged  against  each  particular  consumer. 
Thus,  a  particular  consumer  installs  in  his  residence 
thirty  incandescent  lamps,  thereby  necessitating  the 
power  plant  to  be  ever  ready  to  supply  the  necessary 
current  should  the  consumer  turn  on  all  his  lights. 
The  particular  consumer,  however,  except  in  rare  in- 
stances burns  only  four  lamps  for  a  few  hours  each 
day.  The  consumer  has  thus  forced  the  power  plant 
to  install  sufficient  capacity  to  care  for  maximum  load 
conditions  and  should  be  charged  a  proper  amount  for 
this  constant  or  capacity  expense  and  also  should  pay 
a  proper  charge  for  the  actual  service  rendered.  Some 
eastern  meters  are  installed  so  as  to  register  these  sep- 
arate factors.  It  is  then  seen  that  operating  expenses 
are  of  two  classes — constant  and  variable. 

Constant  expenses  are  not  affected  by  the  business 
done  but  depend  more  on  the  capacity  of  the  plant 
rather  than  any  other  factor.  The  variable  expenses 
depend  upon  the  amount  of  service  rendered.  The 
fixed  or  constant  expenses  should  as  nearly  as  is  pos- 

^Paper  read  before  the  Fourteenth  Annual  Convention 
League  of  California  Municipalities. 

=TVisconsin  Railroad  Commission  Reports,  Vol.  3,  pages  299- 
321;  Vol.  4,  pages  219-229;  Vol.  5,  pages  560-574;  Vol.  5,  pages 
742-791. 


sible  be  charged  proportionally  for  maximum  capacity 
of  each  consumer  while  variable  charges  should  be  pro- 
portionally to  the  amount  of  service  rendered. 

The  Wisconsin  Railroad  Commission  in  number- 
less decisions  maintains  that  in  the  accounts  of  a  pub- 
lic service  corporation  provision  must  always  be  made 
for  depreciation.  Depreciation  is  defined  as  that  loss 
or  shrinkage  of  value  which  inevitably  occurs  from  time 
to  time  in  the  equipment  of  the  plant,  as  a  result  of  the 
employment  of  this  equipment  in  the  production  of 
electricity.  The  loss  may  be  due  to  wear  and  tear,  to 
age,  to  the  march  of  modern  invention,  or  to  the  inad- 
equacy or  to  any  or  all  of  these  causes  combined.  The 
aim  of  a  depreciation,  fund  is  in  a  word  to  keep  the  in- 
vestment intact.  Repairs  and  maintenance  do  not  off- 
set depreciation.  Depreciation  must  always  be  taken 
care  of  in  the  operating  costs  which  are  charged 
directly  to  the  consumer  and  not  charged  against  con- 
struction, thus  warping  this  account  out  of  proportion 
and  apparently  showing  large  earnings. 

The  commission  goes  further  and  states  that  as  de- 
preciation is  continually  going  on  a  just  and  proper 
method  of  providing  for  it  is  to  include  depreciation 
under  the  head  of  operating  expenses,  charging  off  to 
the  constant  expense  account  such  proportion  of  the 
depreciation  as  rightfully  belongs  under  this  heading. 
and  to  the  variable  expense  account  such  proportion  as 
properly  belongs  under  its  heading. 

In  the  course  of  its  investigations  the  commission 
found  it  necessary  in  cases  of  improperly  arranged  ac- 
counts or  in  case  of  no  accounts  being  kept  at  all  to 
order  properly  classified  and  detailed  reports  of  ex 
penses  for  the  future. 

Furthermore  in  the  matter  of  municipal  plants  the 
commission  found  certain  cases  in  which  the  accounts 
showed  that  taxes  were  not  assessed  against  these 
plants  and  consequently  the  commission  put  itself  on 
record  as  opposed  to  such  practice.  The  commission 
stated  that  as  capital  invested  in  a  public  plant  is  the 
capital  of  the  municipality  or  the  taxpayers,  the  taxes 
and  interest  are  a  necessary  factor  in  the  determination 
of  the  cost  of  furnishing  the  service. 

In  order  to  apply  the  methods  of  approximately 
obtaining  the  cost  of  service  to  each  customer,  as  is 
so  clearly  and  completely  set  forth  in  the  above  quo- 
tations, I  have  worked  out  on  two  typical  electric 
lighting  systems  on  the  Pacific  Coast  the  segregated 
costs,  setting  forth  separately  the  fixed  and  variable 
expense  as  affected  by  the  load  factor  as  well  as  the 
quantity  of  electrical  energy  used  by  each  customer. 
System  No.  I  has  its  power  generated  with  steam, 
while  System  No.  II  receives  its  power  at  a  sub- 
station outside  of  the  city  limits,  stepping  down  from 
60,000  volts  to  the  voltage  of  distribution  allowed 
within  the  city  power. 

Probably  no  point  is  of  such  serious  consequence 
in  connection  with  the  operation  of  a  municipally 
owned  lighting  system  as  the  low  load  factor  result- 
ing from  the  fact  that  most  of  the  electrical  energy 
used  is  for  residence  lighting,  the  period  of  use  being 
of  probably  not  more  than  an  average  of  two  hours 
each  night  out  of  the  twenty-four  hour  day.  Again, 
the  wide  difference  between  the  maximum  demand  or 
peak  load  and  the  average  load  for  the  year  is  caused 
by  the  difference  in  the  seasons  between  December 
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Fig.  1.     Peak  Load  Conditions  for  Summer  Months. 

and  June,  and  it  is  not  extraordinary  to  find  that  the 
peak  load  for  residence  and  retail  business  lighting 
during  the  last  few  days  of  December  is  50  per  cent 
greater  than  the  corresponding  peak  load  during  the 
summer  season.  As  an  illustration  of  this  Fig.  1  is  the 
load  curve  of  System  No.  II  on  June  30,  1910,  showing 
a  maximum  load  of  1619  kw.  at  9  :00  p.  m.,  lasting  for 
a  very  short  time.  In  fact,  the  load  above  1200  kw. 
was  only  of  two  hours'  duration^,  or  between  8:00  and 
10:00  p.  m.  The  average  load  for  the  twenty-four 
hours  was  471.8  kw.,  making  a  load  factor  of  29.1  per 
cent  for  the  day. 

Fig.  2,  on  the  other  hand,  is  the  load  curve  of 
System  No.  II  six  months  later,  or  on  December  31, 
1910.  The  actual  peak  on  this  day  was  2363  kw.,  or 
almost  exactly  50  per  cent  greater  than  on  June  30. 
This  peak  of  practically  2400  kilowatts,  occurred  at 
6  p.  m.  and  lasted  for  the  better  part  of  an  hour.  The 
load  above  1200  kw.  continued  for  a  period  of  5j4 
hours,  or  between  5:15  and  10:45  p.  m.  The  average 
load  during  the  twenty-four  hours  was  920.7  kilo- 
watt, or  nearly  100  per  cent  greater  than  on  June 
30,  six  months  previous.    The  load  factor  for  the  day 


Fig.    2.    Peak  Load   Conditions   for  Winter   Months. 

was  38.9  per  cent.  While  these  curves  are  for  partic- 
ular days,  yet  they  are  typical  of  the  suinmer  and 
winter  load,  neither  of  them  being  abnormal  for  the 
two  seasons.  An  annual  load  factor  for  such  electric 
lighting  service  of  from  twenty  to  thirty  per  cent  is 
not  uncommon,  while,  in  comparison,  due  to  the  large 
use  of  electrical  energy  for  power  in  the  operation  of 
manufacturing  plants,  transportation  systems,  mines, 
etc.,  the  load  factor  of  extensive  transmission  systems, 
which  often  include  a  number  of  hydroelectric  as  well 
as  steam  driven  central  stations,  have  a  load  factor  of 
between  seventy  and  seventy-five  per  cent. 

Another  point  of  importance  in  connection  with 
the  construction  and  operation  of  municipally  owned 
lighting  systems  is  the  rapid  growth  required  of  such 
systems  in  many  progressive  western  cities.  The  in- 
creased investment  demanded  each  year  must  be  met 
ordinarily  by  a  new  bond  issue  and  to  show  what 
this  would  mean  in  the  city  where  System  No.  II  is 
installed,  I  have  given  below  the  year,  the  additions 
to  plant,  and  the  total  investment  for  a  period  of  seven 
years.  During  this  time  the  additions  to  the  plant 
varied  from  a  minimum  of  $35,000  to  a  maximum  of 
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Fig.  3.     Dependence  of  Fuel  Consumption  Upon 
Load   Factor. 

$120,000  per  year,  the  total  investment  increasing  in 
the  seven  years  from  $155,000  to  $565,000,  or  prac- 
tically three  and  a  half  times  its  original  figure. 

To  meet  this  growth  very  many  times  requires 
additional  money  which  ordinarily  cannot  be  raised 
except  by  new  bond  issues. 

Under  favorable  conditions,  if  there  be  a  sur- 
plus, it  m.ay  be  used  for  short  periods  to  do  needed 
construction  work  and  later,  the  cost  of  such  con- 
struction work  may  be  met  by  a  bond  issue,  reim- 
bursing the  surplus  fund  of  the  electric  lighting  sys- 
tem from  such  bond  issue.  In  such  cases  it  may 
sometimes  be  proper  to  expend,  for  new  construction, 
money  which  properly  must  be  set  aside  each  year 
to  cover  depreciation,  provided  such  accounts  are 
always  properly  carried  on  the  books  of  the  system 
so  that  the  depreciation  reserve,  temporarily  used 
for  new  construction,  is  replaced  and  used  as  required 
at  such  time  as  a  new  bond  issue  renders  again  avail- 
able the  funds  actually  and  in  reality  required  for  ex- 
tensions of  the  system  and  new  construction. 


TNORBASED    INVESTMENT   IN  SYSTEM. 
SYSTEM    NO.    11. 

Additions 
to  Plant. 


Year. 

First    

Second     35,000 

Third    40,000 

Fourth    95,000 

Fifth     75,000 

Sixth     120,000 

Seventh     45,000 


Total 
Investment 

$155,000 
190,000 
230,000 
325,000 
400,000 
520,000 
565,000 


In  determining  the  fuel  cost  on  the  steam  plant 
switchboard  per  kilowatt-hour  at  diiTerent  load  factors 
I  have  used  the  figures  given  by  C.  R.  Weymouth, 
M.  E.,  in  a  paper  entitled  "A  Method  for  Calculating 
Steam  Power  Plant  Economy,"  for  condensing  direct 
connected  steam  driven  units  based  on  plants  installed 
at  Pacific  Coast  railway  terminal  points. 

The  kilowatt-hours  per  barrel  of  oil  as  there  given 
for  a  1500  kilowatt  condensing  plant  operating  24 
hours  per  day  are  as  follows : 


Load 
Factor. 
12  hr.  Test. 
100% 
50% 
33  1/3% 


Kw.-hr.  per 
bbl.  of  oil. 
217 
197 
155 
125 


Fig.  3  shows  the  cost  of  fuel  with  oil  at  70c  and 
also  at  $1.00  per  barrel  per  switchboard  kilowatt-hour 
as  aiTected  by  the  load  factor  and  indicates  clearly  the 
increased  cost  of  fuel  resulting  from  a  low  average 
daily  load. 

I  have  used  $1.00  per  barrel  as  the  cost  of  fuel, 
primarily  for  the  reason  that,  if  the  fuel  costs  a  greater 
or  less  amount  it  is  quite  convenient  to  find  the  exact 
fuel  cost  by  taking  a  direct  proportion  between  the 
actual  cost  and  the  figure  given  of  $1.00  per  barrel. 

The  curves  of  Fig.  3  show  what  is  considered  to 
be  the  maximum  and  minimum  range  of  price  for  the 
cost  of  fuel  oil,  namely  $1.00  per  barrel  for  the  former 
and  70c  per  barrel  for  the  latter. 

It  must  be  noted  in  Mr.  Weymouth's  paper  on 
Power  Plant  Economy  from  which  these  figures  are 
taken  that  he  is  careful  to  state  that,  "The  above  fig- 
ures are  approximate  only,  and  are  subject  to  consid- 
erable variation,  depending  on  operating  conditions, 
etc.,"  and  the  oil  is  assumed  as  having  a  thermal  value 
of  18,850  B.t.u.  per  pound,  weighing  336  lb.  per  barrel. 

In  this  connection  it  is  also  well  to  have  it  fully 
understood  that  the  figures  given  for  the  two  particu- 
lar electric  lighting  systems,  both  as  regards  the  in- 
vestment in  the  different  portions  of  the  systems,  and 
the  resulting  average  costs  per  kilowatt-hour  are  to 
be  considered  as  only  relative  and  not  as  indicating 
absolutel}'  the  average  costs  per  kilowatt-hour,  espe- 
cially as  delivered  to'customers'  meters,  in  other  plants 
operating  under  decidedly  different  conditions  as  re- 
gards the  cost  of  electric  energy  on  the  switchboard 
and  character  and  extent  of  the  complete  installation, 
primarily  in  the  distribution  systems. 

SYSTEM  NO.  1.' 

Character    of    Generating    Station Steam  Plant 

Cost  of  fuel   oil,   per  barrel $   1.00 

Installed   capacity    1,750  kw. 

Peak    load    for    year    1,200  kw. 

Average  load  for  year 415   kw. 

Load   factor   for   year 34.6% 

Efficiency    of    distribution    system    from    switchboard 

to   customers'   meters    65% 

Aggregate  length,  distribution  system 75  miles 

Average  cost  of  distribution  system  per  mile $  3,430 

Number    of    customers 3,057 

Number  of  customers  per  mile  of  distribution  system  41 

Number  of  pole   transformers 552 

Aggregate    capacity   transformers 2,179   kw. 

Average   capacity   per   transformer 4  kw. 

Total  valuation   system $   560,000 

Kw.-hr.   steam  plant  switchboard  per  year 3,635,500 

Kw.-hr  delivered  to  customers'  meters  per  year 2,363,000 

Average    generating    cost    per    kw.-hr     steam     plant 

switchboard    1.91c 

Average    generator    cost    per     kw.-hr.     delivered     to 

customers'   meters    2.94c 

Average    total    cost   per   kw.-hr.   delivered    to   custom- 
ers'  meters    6 .  32c 

SYSTEM  NO.  11. 

From  water  and  steam  power 
Charter  of  Electric  Service.  transmission  system 

Peak  load  for  year 2,500  kw. 

Average  load  for  year 750  kw. 

Load    factor   for   year 33   1/3% 

Efficiency    of    distribution    system    from    switchboard 

to  customers'  meters   70% 

Aggregate   distribution   system: 

Overhead   100  miles 

Underground  4%   miles 

Average  cost  disribution  system  per  mile $  3,050 

Number  of  customers   7,250 

Number  of  customers  per  mile  of  distribution  system  69 

Number  of  pole  transformers    424 

Aggregate    capacity    transformers 4,167   kw. 

Average   capacity  per   transformer 10  kw. 

Total  valuation   of  system $   577,000 

Kw.-hr.  sub-station  switchboard  per  year 6,570,000 

Kw.-hr.  delivered  to  customers'  meters  per  year 4,600,000 

Cost  per  kw.-lir  sub-station   switchboard: 

100%   load  factor     75c 

20%  load  factor    2.25c 

Cost  at  the  sub-station  switchboard  per  kw.-hr.  deliv- 
ered to  customers:  meters: 

30%  load  factor  3 .  21c 

Average  total  cost  per  kw.-hr.  delivered  to  customers' 

meters    6 . 34c 
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Pig.    4.     Average    Cost    per    kw.-hr.    and    Cost    per    Customer.     System  No.  1. 


SYSTEM  NO.  1. 
Investment    in    Generntins    Station,    Distribution    System,    and 
Electric    Meters    Per    U.vr,    Installed    Capacity,    Peak    Load, 
and  Average  Yearly  Load. 

Investment   per   Kilowatt 
Installed.  Peak         Average 

Portion  of  System.       Investment.      Capacity.  Load.  ,  Load. 

Generating    station ..  $253,000  $144.44  $210.65  $609.50 

Distribution     system.    257,000  146.90  214.17  619.00 

Electric    meters     ....      50.000  28.55  41.6:!  120.50 

Total     $560,000  $319.89  $466.45  $1349.00 

The  relation  between  the  investment  per  kilowatt 
in  the  generating  stations,  distributing  system,  and 
electrical  meters,  based  on  the  peak  load  and  the  av- 
erage load  indicates  clearly  the  disadvantage  of  a  low 
load  factor.  When  the  total  investment  is  as  much 
as  $1349  per  kw.  average  load,  and  the  investment 
in  meters  alone  is  $120.50  per  kw.  average  load,  it  is 
easy  to  understand  the  causes  of  the  higher  fixed 
charges  under  such  operating  conditions. 

SYSTEM  NO.   I. 

.-Vnnual    Station   Ciiars'cs   and   Cost   Per   kw.-hr.    on    Switchboard 

and    Customers*    Meters    for    Different    liOad    Factors. 

Yearly        Per  Kilowatt  Hour. 
Item.  ■  %  total       100%       70%        35% 

Interest     5%  $12,650  0.12  0.17  0.34 

Taxes      1.6%  4,050  0.04  0.06  0.11 

Depreciation     5%  12,650  0.12  0.17  0.34 

Fuel    0.51  0.56  0.79 

Operation  and  maintenance  12,000  0.11  0.16  0.33 

Total  generating  cost  per 

kw.    at    plant 0.90c       1.12c     1.91c 

Total  generating  cost  per 
kw.  delivered  to  cus- 
tomers'   meters     1.38c        1.73c     2.94c 

In  the  above  table  the  average  rate  of  deprecia- 
tion upon  the  generating  station  is  taken  at  5  per  cent, 
which  has  been  determined  by  considering  separately 
the  estimated  life  of  the  different  parts  of  the  station, 
including  buildings,  foundations,  and  the  steam  and 
electrical  machinery.  The  total  generating  cost  per 
kw.-hr.  at  the  plant,  it  will  be  noted,  is  less  than 
one-half  as  much  at  100  per  cent  load  factor  as  at 
35  per  cent  load  factor,  the  actual  figures  being  0.9c 
per  kw.-hr.,  with  the  best  character  of  load  and  1.90c 
per  kw.hr.,  with  the  average  load  a  little  more  than 
1/3  of  the  maximum  of  peak  load. 


STSTEM  NO.  I. 

Annual   Distribution    Charges   and  Cost   Per  kw.-hr.   on    S^vltch- 

Board  and  at  Customers'  Meters  for  Different  Load  Factors. 

Per  Kilowatt-Hour. 
Item.  %  Amount        100%        70%         35% 

Interest     5%  $12,850  0.12  0.17  0.35 

Taxes     1.6%  4,120  0.04  0.06  0.11 

Depreciation     8^4%  21,850  0.21  0.30  0.59 

Maintenance  and  operation  23,000  0.22  0.31  0.62 

Total  distribution   cost  per 

kw.-lir.    at    plant 0.59c        0.S4c      1.67c 

Total  distribution  cost  per 
kw.-lir.  delivered  to  cus- 
tomers'   meters     ii.Olc        1.29c      2.57c 

In  the  above  table  the  annual  depreciation  for  the 
distribution  system  has  been  taken  at  8J/2  per  cent  and 
has  been  determined  by  estimating  the  life  of  the 
dififerent  elements  of  the  distribution  system,  includ- 
ing poles,  cross-arms,  transformers,  conductors,  and 
other   outside   construction    materials. 

It  is  to  be  noted  in  this  table  that  the  total  dis- 
tribution cost  per  kw.-hr.  delivered  to  customers' 
meters  is  nearly  three  times  as  great  at  35  per  cent 
load  factor  as  at  100  per  cent  load  factor,  or  0.257c 
per  kw.-hr.  in  the  former  case  and  0.091c  per  kw.-hr. 
under  the  most  favorable  operating  conditions. 

Annual    Metering,    Billing    and    Collecting,    Etc.,    Charges    and 

Cost   Per   kw.-hr.    on    STritchbourd   and   to    Customers' 

Meters    for    Different    Load    Factors. 

Per  Kilowatt-Hour. 
Item.  %         Amount       100%       70%        35% 

Interest    5%  $2,500  0.02  0.03  0.07 

Taxes       1-6%  SOO  0.01  O.OI  0.02 

Depreciation    8%  4,000  0,04  0.05  0.11 

Maintenance  and  operation  12,000  0.11c  0.16c  0.33c 

Total    metering    cost    per 

kw.-hr.   at  plant    0-lSc       0.2oc     0.53c 

Total  metering  cost  per 
kw.-hr.  delivered  to  cus- 
tomers'    meters    0.28c       0.3Sc     O.Slc 

The  total  average  cost  per  kw.-hr.  delivered  to^cus- 
tomers'  meters  at  100  per  cent,  70  per  cent,  and  35  per 
cent  load  factor  in  the  above  table,  are,  respectively 
2.57c,  3.4c  and  6.32  c,  which  comparative  figures  indi- 
cate clearly  why  the  customer,  using  electrical  energy, 
even  though  it  is  comparatively  small  in  magnitude,  is 
justly  entitled  to  a  decidedly  low  rate  if  the  electric 
energy  used  by  him  is  utilized  at  a  high  daily  average 
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Fig.   5.     Average    Cost    per    kw.-hr.    and    Cost    per    Customer.     System  No.  2. 


load,  or  in  other  words,  if  his  demand  for  service  is 
such  that  the  load  factor  is  high.  In  this  instance, 
if  the  load  factor  is  uniform  throughout  the  24  hours, 
his  rate  may  properly  be  2.57c  per  kw.-hr.,  increasing 
from  this  to  3.4c,  if  the  average  load  is  70  per  cent  of 
the  maximum,  and  finally  to  6.32c  if  the  average  load 
is  but  35  per  cent  of  the  maximum  or  peak  load. 

SYSTEM    NO.    I. 

Total  Cost  of  Electric  Service  Per  k>v.-lir,  to  Customers'  Meters 

at  Diffierent  Load  Factors. 

per  Kilowatt-hour  to  Customer  at 
Item.  100%  70%  35% 

Generation     1.38c  1.73c  2.94c 

Distribution    0.91c  1.29c  2.57c 

Metering    0.2Sc  0.38c  O.8I0 


Total    cost    (average)     2.57c 


3.40c 


6.32c 


The  figures  in  the  last  column  are  shown  graph- 
ically in  Fig.  4,  which  includes  the  average  segre- 
gated cost  of  electrical  service  to  customers  in  Sys- 
tem No.  I  per  kw.-hr.  as  well  as  the  corresponding 
average  monthly  cost  per  customer.  The  average 
monthly  bill  in  System  No.  I  is  $4.12,  divided  as  fol- 
lows : 

Generation   costs    $1.90 

Distribution  costs    ' 1.69 

Metering,   billing,   collecting,    etc 53 

Total     $4.12 

It  will  be  noted  in  the  above  that  the  cost  of  dis- 
tributing the  energy  due  to  the  fixed  charges  on  the 
required  investment,  and  losses  in  the  distribution 
system  and  the  comparatively  low  load  factor,  are 
not  materially  less  than  the  corresponding  cost  of 
generating  the  electrical  energy,  while  the  cost  of 
metering,  billing,  and  collecting,  per  month,  per  cus- 
tomer, averages  53c,  which  is  an  indication  at  least 
of  the  necessity  of  a  minimum  bill  whether  current  is 
used  by  the  customer  or  not. 

TOTAL  INVESTMENT   IN  SYSTEM  NO.   II. 

Substation — 

Real    Estate    $22,000 

Buildings    33,500 

Apparatus     87,500  $143,000 

Distribution — 

Overhead     $274,600 


Underground    44,000 


318,500 


Meters   115,500 


SYSTEM  NO.  II. 

Investment    in    Substation,    Distribution    System    and    Ellectrical 

Meters  Per  kw.-hr.,  Peak  and  Average  Yearly  Load. 

Inves_tment   per   kilowatt. 

Average  Load 

750  kw. 

$190.60 

424.70 

153.90 


Substation    

Distribution  .  .  . 

Total 
Investment 

$143,000 

318,500 

115,500 

Peak  Loac 

2500  kw. 

$   57.20 

127.50 

46.20 

Total     $577,000 


$230.90 


$769.20 


From  the  above  figures  it  is  to  be  noted  that  the 
total  investment  per  kilowatt  for  the  average  load  in 
System  No.  II  is  only  a  little  more  than  one-half 
the  corresponding  investment  in  System  No.  I,  this 
being  due  to  the  fact  that  there  is  no  investment  re- 
quired for  the  generating  station  in  System  No.  II. 
This  is  also  shown  in  a  rather  striking  manner  by 
the  fact  that  the  total  investment  in  System  No.  I  for 
a  peak  load  of  1200  kw.  is  $560,000,  while  the  total  in- 
vestment in  System  No.  II,  not  requiring  a  generating 
station,  is  but  little  more,  or  $577,000  for  a  peak  load 
of  2500  kilowatts,  or  more  than  twice  that  of  System 
No.  I.  This  is  true  notwithstanding  the  fact  that 
in  System  No.  II  there  is  a  considerable  portion 
of  the  distribution  system  underground,  thereby 
requiring  a  relatively  higher  investment  than  for  an 
overhead  system  of  the  same  capacity. 

SYSTEM   NO.    II. 

Annual   Distribution   Charges   and  Cost  per  kw.-lir.  on   Swltch- 

Board  and  at  Customers'  Meters  for  Different  Load  Factors. 


Cost  of  distribution. 

Item.  Amount. 

Interest     $461,000 

Taxes     461,000 

Depreciation — 

Buildings    ..      33.500 

Electrical  ap- 
paratus    .  .      87,500 

Distribution: 

Overhead    .    274,500 
Under- 

ground    .      44,000 


Per 
Cent. 

5% 
1.6% 

3% 
5% 
8%% 
4% 


100  miles  of  distribution  system. 
Cost  per  kw.  hr. 
100%  70%  30% 

0.11c       0.15c       0.35c 
0.03c       0.05c       0.11c 


Yearly 
Charge. 

$23,050 
7,376 


1.005 

4,375 

23,333 

1,760 


Total    $577,000, 


$439,500     :6.94%        $30,473 

Maintenance  and  operation   $40,000 

Total   distribution   cost   per   kw.- 
hr.  at  sub-station 

Total  distribution  cost  per  kw.hr. 
delivered  to  customers'  meters 


0.14c 
O.lSc 
0.46c 
0.66c 


0.20c 
0.26c 
0.66c 
0.94c 


0.46c 
0.61c 
1.53c 
2.19c 


December  2,  1911.] 


"H!i .. . 
"in"  ■ 


JOURNAL    OF    ELECTRICITY,    POWER    AND    GAS  529 


Fig.   6.      Comparison    of   Power    From    Steam    Central   Station  as  Opposed  to   Power   From   Transmission   System. 


From  the  above  table  the  distribution  cost  per 
kw.-hr.  delivered  to  customers'  meters  at  100  per  cent 
load  factor — 0.66c  is  less  than  1/3  of  the  corres- 
ponding distribution  cost  at  a  load  factor  of  30  per 
cent,  which  clearly  indicates  the  reason  why  rates  for 
electric  service  for  a  low  average  load  as  contrasted 
with  the  maximum  load,  are  materially  higher  than 
for  a  load  approximating  100  per  cent  load  factor. 

SYSTEM  NO.  II. 
Auuual    Metering,    Billing    and    Collecting,    etc.,    Cliarges,    and 
Cost   per  lt>T.-hr.    on    Snb-Station    S^vitcliboard  and   at   Cus- 
tomers' Meters  for  Different  Load  Factors. 


factors.  The  effect  upon  the  rate  per  kw.-hr  at  low 
load  factors  and  the  necessity  of  increasing  this  rate 
in  such  cases  is  clearly  shown  by  the  curves  for  both 
systems. 

SYSTEM  II. 

Total  Cost  of  Electric  Service  per  Kilo-n'att-Hour  to  Customers' 

Meters  at  Di<?erent  Load  Factors. 

Cost  per  Kilowatt-Hour  at 
Customers. 
Item.  100%         70%         30% 

Cost  of  power  at  sub-station    1.07c       1.50c       3.21c 

Distribution    0.66c       0.94c        2.19c 

Metering-     0.26c        0.40c       0.94c 


Per  Yearly 

Item.  Amount,  cent.         charge. 

Interest     $115,500      5%  %   5,775 

Taxes     115,500      1.5%  1,850 

Depreciation   . .    115,500     7%  9,240 

Maintenance    and    operation 26,000 

Total   metering   cost   per  kw-hr.    at   sub 

station    

Total  metering  cost  per  kw.-hr.  delivered 

to  customers'   meters    0 .  2Sc 


Cost  per  kliowatt-hour. 
100%  70%  30% 

0.03c  0.04c  0.09c 
0.01c  0.01c  0.03c 
0.04c  0.06c  0.14o 
0.12c       0.17c       0.40c 


Total     2.01c        2.84c        6.34c 

Annual  and  Monthly   Costs  per  Customers. 

SYSTEM  NO.  I. 


0.20c        0.2SC        0.66c 


0.40c        0.94o 


The  figures  of  the  above  table  have  been  used 
to  show  graphically,  as  per  Fig.  5,  the  average  segre- 
gated cost  of  electric  service  to  customers  in  System 
No.  II  per  kw.-hr.,  and  also  per  month.  In  this  sys- 
tem the  cost  of  electric  energy  froxn  the  transmission 
lines  represents  an  average  monthly  cost  to  customer 
of  $1.70.  The  corresponding  distribution  cost,  $1.15 
and  the  metering,  billing  and  collecting  49c,  or  a  total 
average  monthly  cost  per  customer  of  $3.34.  The 
average  cost  per  kw.-hr.  at  customers'  meters  is 
practically  the  same  in  System  No.  I  and  in  System 
No.  II,  namely,  6.32c  and  6.34c,  respectively.  The  cor- 
responding average  monthly  cost  per  customer  is  con- 
siderably less  in  System  No.  II,  than  in  System  No. 
I,  as  a  result  of  the  greater  number  of  meters,  or 
customers  in  the   latter  case. 

Fig.  6  shows  for  both  systems  the  variation  of 
the  generation  cost,  in  the  one  case,  and  the  cost  of 
electrically  transmitted  power  in  the  other,  and  for 
both  cases,  the  distribution  and  metering  costs  per 
kw.-hr  average  to  customers'  meters  at  different  load 


Per 
year. 

Average  cost  of  electric  energy  at  steam  plant 

switchboard  per  customer      $22 .71 

Average  cost  of  electric  distribution  per  cus- 
tomer         20.22 

Average  cost  of  metering,  billing  and  collect- 
ing per  customer   6.31 

Combined  cost  of  electric  distribution,  "meter- 
ing, billing  and  collecting  per  customer   ....    26.53 

SYSTEM  NO.  II. 

Per 
year. 
Average  cost  of  electric  energy  at  sub-station 

switchboard  per   customer    $20.39 

Average  cost  of  electric  distribution  per  cus- 
tomer         13 .91 

Average  cost  of  metering,  billing  and  collect- 
ing per  customer    5.90 

Combined  cost  of  electric  distribution,  meter- 
ing, billing  and  collecting  per  customer  .... 


19.81 


Per 
month. 

$1.90 

1.69 

0.53 

2.22 

Per 
month. 

$1.70 
1.15 
0.49 
1.64 


In  the  determination  of  costs  as  given  above,  in- 
terest has  been  assumed  as  5  per  cent  on  the  invest- 
ment corresponding  approximately  to  the  interest 
charge  on  investments  made  by  municipalities  as  a  re- 
sult of  bond  issues.  Taxes  have  been  considered  at 
11.6  per  cent  per  annum,  corresponding  to  an  assess- 
ment of  50  per  cent  on  the  valuation  and  a  tax  rate  of 
$3.20  per  $100  assessed  value. 

If  the  return  upon  the  investment  is  assumed 
as  that  to  which  a  privately  owned  public  service  cor- 
poration, furnishing  electric  light  and  power  to  the 
inhabitants   of  a  city,   is   entitled,   as   per  the   decis- 
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ions  of  the  Wisconsin  Railroad  Commission  in  the 
case  of  the  State  Journal  Printing  Company  vs.  The 
Madison  Gas  &  Electric  Company,  page  648  W.  R.  C. 
R.  Vol.  4,  namely  8  per  cent  and  the  taxes  are  as- 
sumed as  equivalent  to  those  actually  paid  by  the 
company  owning  System  No.  I,  kw.-hr.  on  the  basis 
of  4  per  cent  of  its  gross  receipts  the  corresponding 
costs  per  kw.-hr.  at  35  per  cent  load  factor,  would  be 
as  follows : 

SYSTEM  NO.  I. 

Generating  costs  per  kw.   at    plant    2.16c 

Generating  costs  per  kw.   delivered  at  customers'  meters.  3.33c 

Distribution   costs  per  kw.-hr.    at    plant    1.91c 

Distribution   costs  per  kw.-hr.      delivered      to      customers' 

meters     2  .  94c 

Metering  costs  per  kw.-hr.  at  plant   0 .  58o 

Metering-  costs  per  kw.-hr.  delivered  to  customers'  meters  0.89c 

Total  costs  per  kw.-hr.  delivered  to  customers'  meters   ..  7.16c 

If  the  return  upon  the  investment  is  assumed  at 
8  per  cent  and  the  taxes  equivalent  to  those  paid 
under  the  California  law,  of  4  per  cent  of  the  gross  re- 
ceipts the  corresponding  costs  per  kw.-hr.  at  30  per 
cent  load  factor  would  be  as  follows : 

SYSTEM  NO.  II. 

Cost  per  kw.-hr.  at  sub-station  switchboard   2.25c 

Sub-station  cost  per  kw.-hr.  when  delivered  to  customers' 

meters     3  .  21o 

Distribution  costs  per  kw.-hr.  at    sub-stations    1.7Sc 

Distribution  costs  per  kw.-hr.  delivered  to  customers'  met- 
ers        2.54c 

Metering  costs  per  kw.-hr.   at   sub-stations 72c 

Metering  costs  per  kw,-hr.  delivered   to   customers'   meters.    1.03c 
Total  costs  per  kw.hr.  delivered  to  customers'  meters   ....    6.7Sc 

ComparatiTe  Cost  per  Kilo^vatt-Hour,  First,  With  Return  on 
Investment  5%,  Taxes  l.Gcj^,  and  Second,  Return  on  Invest- 
ment 8%  and  Taxes  4%  Gross  Receipts. 


Return. 


SYSTEM  NO.  I. 


5%  8% 

Generating  cost  per  kw.-hr.  at  plant    1.91c  2.16c 

Generatingcostperkw.hr.    delivered   to   custom- 
ers'  meters    2  .  94c  3  .  33c 

Distribution   cost   per   kw.-hr.    delivered   to    cus- 
tomers'   meters    2.57c  2.94c 

Metering  cost  per  kw.hr.  delivered  to  customers' 

meters     O.Slc  0.89c 

Total  average  cost  per  kv^^.hr.   delivered  to  cus- 
tomers'   meters    6.32c  7.16c 

Return 

SYSTEM   NO.    II.  5%  8% 

Cost  per  kw.-hr.   at  sub-station  switchboard    ...    2.25o  2.25c 

Sub-station    per    kw-hr.    delivered    to    customers' 

meters     3.21c  3.21c 

Distribution   cost   per   kw.-hr.   delivered   to   cus- 
tomers'   meters    2 .  19c  2  .  54c 

Metering  cost  per  kw.hr.  delivered  to  customers' 

meters     0.94c  1.03o 

Total  average  cost  per  kw.-hr.  delivered  to  cus- 
tomers'   meters    6.34c         6.78c 

It  must  be  most  clearly  borne  in  mind  that  the 
above  figures  refer' to  the  average  cost  per  kilowatt- 
hour,  as  delivered  to  customers'  meters,  and  have  no 
direct  relation  to  the  maximum  rate  per  kilowatt-hour 
to  be  charged  some  customers,  or  in  a  similar  manner 
the  minimum  rate,  or  any  rates  between  the  maximum 
and  minimum  rates.  This  is  manifest  because  every 
customer  who  requires  for  his  service  an  investment 
and  maintenance  and  operating  charge  in  the  cost  of 
electric  power  at  the  substation  and  steam  plant,  or 
excessive  expenses  connected  with  distribution  due 
to  the  small  amount  of  current  used  or  the  compara- 
tively high  investment  required  to  reach  him  in  the 
distribution  system ;  or  as  a  result,  also  of  the  low 
load  factor,  must  pay  a  rate  in  excess  of  the  average 
cost  per  kilowatt-hour  delivered  to  customers'  meters, 
while  other  customers  using  greater  quantities  of  elec- 
trical energy  at  a  decidedly  higher  load  factor  than 
the  average,  with  a  comparatively  smaller  investment 
in  the  distributing  system  and  meters,  should  in  equity 
be  given  a  rate  per  kilowatt-hour  decidedly  less  thau 
the  average  cost  as  delivered  to  customers'  meters., 


THE  RANKINE  CYCLE  AND  ENTROPY 
TABLES/ 

BY  ROBERT   SIBLEY 

Before  proceeding  further  with  the  thermody- 
namic laws  acting  in  the  steam  engine  cylinder  and 
their  application  in  engineering  practice,  we  come  now 
to  the  important  consideration  of  the  socalled  Rankine 
cycle  and  entropy. 

In  rules  drawn  up  by  the  American  Society  of  Me- 
chanical Engineers  for  conducting  steam-engine  tests, 
it  IS  recommended  that  the  ratio  of  economy  of  the  en- 
gine under  test  be  compared  to  that  of  an  ideal  engine. 
The  ideal  engine  is  one  which  follows  the  Rankine 
cycle  where  steam  at  constant  pressure  is  admitted 
into  the  cylinder  with  no  clearance,  and  after  the  point 
of  cut-off,  is  expanded  adiabatically  to  the  back  pres- 
sure. In  obtaining  the  economy  of  this  engine,  the 
feed  water  is,  of  course,  assumed  to  be  returned  to  the 
boiler  at  the  exhaust  temperature. 

In  our  last  lecture  we  discussed  certain  laws  of 
expansion  and  had  for  our  consideration  an  illustra- 
tion of  a  cycle  of  operations  as  shown  in  the  diagram 
of  Fig.  28.  A  study  of  the  particular  equations  that 
express  the  curves  which  form  the  boundaries  of  a 
cycle  of  such  operations  has  led  to  many  practical  and 
useful  results. 


Fig.   29.      The    Rankine    Cycle. 

Thus,  let  us  assume  that  our  cycle  starts  out  with 
a  constant  pressure  line  from  1  to  2 ;  then  continues  by 
an  adiabatic  from  2  to  3 ;  again  being  compressed  along 
a  constant  pressure  line,  it  returns  along  the  line  from 
3  to  4  and  along  an  adiabatic  line  from  4  to  1.  Such 
a  series  of  operations  is  known  as  a  Rankine  cycle  and 
is  shown  in  Fig.  29.  This  cycle  as  we  have  seen  is 
what  takes  place  in  the  ideal  steam  engine.  For  our 
present  consideration  we  shall  use  air  instead  of  steam, 
however.  The  quantity  n  in  the  equation  pv"  =  K, 
has  1.41  for  its  value  in  the  case  of  air  as  we  have  pre- 
viously seen. 

Again,  if  our  series  of  expansions  are  made  up, 
first  of  an  isothermal,  then  an  adiabatic  and  our  com- 
pressions first  of  an  isothermal  and  then  an  adiabatic 
such  as  is  shown  in  Fig.  30,  we  have  the  well-known 
Carnot  cycle. 

In  our  last  lecture  we  found  that  as  the  gas  ex- 
panded from  1  to  2,  heat  must  be  supplied  and  that 
this  heat  in  general  performed  two  functions,  first  it 
raised  the  temperature  of  the  gas  and  second  it  caused 

'This  paper  comprises  the  Thirteenth  Lecture  of  the  series 
appearing  in  these  columns  entitled  "Primer  of  Applied  Thermo- 
dynamics," which  is  a  resume,  devoid  of  higher  mathematics, 
covering  the  essentials  of  a  series  of  lectures  now  being 
given  by  the  editor  of  this  Journal  before  the  Mechanical  En- 
gineering students   at   the  University   of  California. 
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ilie  gas  to  perform  external  work.  One  of  the  most  im- 
portant conclusions  found  was  that  the  area  12  N  L 
represented  this  work.  It  easily  follows,  then,  that  the 
area  23  P  N  is  the  work  performed  by  the  gas  in  ex- 
panding from  2  to  3,  34  M  P  the  work  done  upon  the 
gas  in  compressing  it  from  3  to  4  and  41  L  M  the  work 
done  upon  the  gas  in  still  further  compressing  it  from 
4  to  1.  Hence  the  net  work  done  by  the  gas  is  evi- 
dently the  area  in  the  enclosure  1234.  This  is  a  most 
important  result  and  the  ground-work  for  all  indi- 
cator card  representations.  For  it  is  evident  that  if 
we  compute  the  area  enclosed  on  an  indicator  card  we 
can  figure  the  work  performed  by  allowing  for  proper 
scale  reduction  in  stroke  and  pressure. 

As  engineers,  however,  we  are  interested  not  alone 
in  the  amount  of  work  performed,  but  also  in  the 
amount  of  heat  it  has  been  necessary  to  supply  to  the 
gas  in  order  to  perform  this  work.  Looking  again  at 
Fig.  30,  we  see  plotted  at  1  a  gas  which  has  a  definite 
volume,  temperature  and  pressure.  We  found  under 
a  discussion  of  adiabatic  expansion  in  our  last  lecture 
that  when  a  gas  expands  adiabatically — that  is,  with- 
out taking  heat  from  an  external  source  it  will  con- 
tinue to  do  work  at  the  expense  of  lowering  its  tem- 
perature until  the  temperature  has  been  reduced  to 
the  absolute  zero.  Thus  if  its  temperature  is  reduced 
from  Ti  to  T,  the  gas  in  expanding  adiabatically  would 

R 

do  an  amount  of  work  equal  to (Ti  —  T).    If  now, 

0.41 


Fig.   30.     The  Carnot  Cycle. 

T  becomes  reduced  to  zero,  the  greatest  amount  of 
work  we  can  possibly  hope  for  under  most  ideal  condi- 

R 

tions  would  be  Ti.     Hence  the  area  14  Y  Z  L  is 

0.41 

the  total  quantity  of  heat  reservoired  in  the 
gas  at  1.  Now  when  heat  is  supplied  and 
the  gas  expands  to  2,  it  has  a  new  reservoir  of  energy 
similarly  computed  and  equal  to  2  X  Z  M  and  since  it 
has  done  work  equal  to  12  M  L,  evidently  the  neces- 
sary heat  to  be  supplied  to  accomplish  this  must  be 
represented  by  the  area  12  X  Y  4.  In  other  words 
•"he  heat  supplied  between  two  points  is  always  repre- 
sented on  a  pressure-volume  diagram  by  area  between 
the  curve  connecting  the  two  points,  the  two  adiabatics 
drawn  through  these  points  and  extended  infinitely  to 
the  right  of  the  expansion  line. 

It  is  evident,  however,  that  such  a  diagram  is  not 
practical  as  we  can  not  measure  with  any  known  in- 
strument an  area  extending  infinitely  beyond  our  dia- 
gram. The  necessity  early  became  apparent  to  engi- 
neers to  devise  some  other  form  of  diagram  that  would 
correctly  represent  the  heat  supplied  and  that  could  be 


readily  computed  with  ordinary  area  measuring  instru- 
ments. As  a  consequence  the  socalled  T  N  or  tempera- 
ture-entropy diagram  was  invented.  Let  us  cast 
about  and  see  if  we  cannot  invent  some  diagram  to 
correctly  represent  the  heat  supplied.  Let  us  choose 
absolute  temperatures  for  vertical  distances  or  ordi- 
nates  and  let  us  call  the  horizontal  distances  a  new 
quantity — say  call  it  entropy.     These  horizontal   dis- 
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Fig.   31. 


A  Typical  Temperature  Entropy  Diagram 
for  the  Carnot  Cycle. 


tances  must  be  of  such  a  nature  that  the  area  enclosed 
between  the  curve,  the  entropy  axis  and  any  two  tem- 
perature ordinates  will  always  represent  the  heat  sup- 
plied, in  changing  the  state  of  the  gas  from  the  first 
temperature  to  the  second.  Fig.  31  shows  the  appear- 
ance of  our  Carnot  cycle  shown  in  Fig.  30  on  a  temper- 
ature-entropy diagram.  Thus,  since  in  going  from  1 
to  2  on  a  Carnot  cycle  our  gas  expands  on  an  isothermal 
or  equal  temperature  curve  the  straight  horizontal 
line  1  2  will  represent  correctly  the  first  expansion  and 
the  area  12  M  L  the  heat  supplied.  Since  the  gas  con- 
tinues to  expand  next  from  2  to  3  along  an  adiabatic 
or  no  heat  supply  curve  no  area  must  be  shown,  hence 
a  downward  straight  line  to  3  correctly  represents  this 
line.  Again  under  compression  the  lines  34  and  41  are 
similarly  traced,  and  the  area  1234  represents,  then, 
the  net  heat  supplied.  It  is  shown  in  works  on  cal- 
culus that  when  a  gas  expands  isothermally — say  from 
1  to  2  in  Fig  31,  the  horizontal  distance  on  the  curve 

or  entropy  is  coumputed  from  the  expression  R  loge  — . 

v» 

By  referring  to  the  figure  it  is  also  seen  that  in  going 
from  1  on  the  adiabatic  Hne  14  L  it  makes  no  differ- 
ence whether  we  wind  up  at  2,  3  or  any  other  point  on 
the  adiabatic  line  23  M  the  distance  L  M  or  the  en- 
tropy is  the  same.  This  has  most  important  applica- 
tions in  the  steam  engine  and  the  steam  turbine  oper- 
ation. Thus,  it  is  shown  in  works  of  calculus  that 
the  entropy  of  a  liquid  which  Peabody  designates  in 

T. 

his  tables  as  B  is  equal  to  loge — ,  and  the  entropy  of  a 

Ti 

L. 

vapor  —  in  which  loge  is  the  natural  system  of  loga- 
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rithms,  which  is  computed  by  multiplying  our  ordi- 
nary logarithms  by  2.306,  T^  the  absolute  tempera- 
ture of  the  saturated  steam,  Ti  is  the  absolute  temper- 
ature of  Z2°  ¥.,  and  L  the  latent  heat  of  the  saturated 
steam. 

STEAM  AND  ENTROPY  TABLES. 

We  are  now  ready  to  fully  understand  all  the  data 
contained  in  the  standard  tables  on  steam  and  entropy. 
Fig.  oZ  shows  a  page  from  Peabody's  Steam  and  En- 
tropy Tables  while  Fig.  33  shows  a  similar  page  from 
Steam  Tables  and  Diagrams  by  Marks  and  Davis. 
These  two  books  constitute  standard  engineering  prac- 
tice and  it  will  consequently  be  well  worth  our  while 
to  see  what  the  different  columns  mean  and  how  they 
have  been  computed. 

Let  us  take  Fig.  ii  for  example  and  examine  the 
line  for  231°  F.  Under  p  we  have  pressure  in  lb.  per 
sq.  in.  This  of  course  is  in  absolute  pressures  and  if  a 
steam  gauge  has  been  read  to  ascertain  boiler  pres- 
sure we  must  add  14.7  lb.  or  atmospheric  pressure  to 
our  gauge  reading  in  order  to  convert  into  absolute 
pressure  units  shown  in  this  column.  The  next  col- 
umn is  headed  atmospheres.  14.696  lb.  per  sq.  in.  is 
equal  to  one  standard  atmosphere  of  pressure.  Hence 
simply  divide  p  by  14.696  and  we  obtain  reading 
under  this  column,  which  in  this  case  is 

21.16 

=  1.440. 

14.696 

Under  the  next  column  headed  v  or  s,  we  have  the 
cubic  ft.  occupied  by  1  lb.  of  saturated  steam  at  this 
particular  temperature  of  231°  F.  This  is  computed 
from  the  following  thermodynamic  law  : 
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A    Leaf    From    Peabody's    Steam    and 
Entropy    Tables. 


in  which  L  is  the  latent  heat  determined  by  experi- 
ment, which  is  seen  to  be  958.7  B.t.u.,  or  958.7  X  777.5 
ft.,  lbs.,  T  is  the  absolute  temperature  in  this  illustra- 
tion and  is  231  +459.6  =  690.6,  Ap  is  the  increase  in 
pressure  in  lb.  per  sq.  ft.  from  230°  to  232°  or  the  in- 
crease for  At  =  2  and  is  seen  to  be  21.56  X  144  —  20.77 
X  144  =  .79  X  144,  v  is  the  unknown  quantity  desired 
and  vi  is  the  volume  in  cubic  ft.  occupied  by  one  lb. 
of  water,  which  is  .016  cu.  ft.   Hence  substituting 

.79  X  144 

958.7  X  777.5=: 690.6   ( )    (v— 0.16) 

2 

958.7  X  777.5  X  2 

.-.  V  — 1-  .016  =  19.05 

690.6  X  .79  X  144 

The  next  column  is  the  specific  density  of  satu- 


rated steam  or  the  weight  of  1  cubic  ft.  of  saturated 
steam  at  231°  F.  It  is  evident  that  since  19.05  cu.  ft. 
weigh   1   lb.,  then 

1          1 
Density  =  —  = =0.0525  lb. 

V       19.05 

Undei:  the  column  headed  heat  of  liquid,  known 
as  h  or  q,  we  have  the  amount  of  heat  required  to  raise 
one  lb.  of  water  from  32°  F.  to  the  particular  tempera- 
ture under  consideration.  This  has  been  determined 
by  experiment.  Evidently  if  exactly  1  B.t.u.  per  degree 
was  required,  199  B.t.u.  would  be  necessary.  As 
K  v.chcd  upon  in  preceding  lectures,  however,  it  re- 
quires slightly  more  than  this  or  199.2  B.t.u.  in  this 
instance. 

The  L  or  r  column  is  seen  to  be  the  latent  heat  of 
e\'aporization  which  is  experimentally  determined  and 
m  this  case  equal  to  958.1  B.t.u.  The  total  heat  col- 
umn H  is  the  sum  of  the  data  in  the  h  and  L  column 
and  in  this  case  is  seen  to  be  199.2+958.1  =  1157.3 
B.t.u. 
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Fig.    33. 


A  Leaf  From  Steam  Tables  and  Diagrams 
by   Marks   and   Davis. 


In  evaporating  water  into  steam  the  socalled  lat- 
ent energy  is  expended  in  two  ways,  a  part  of  it  goes 
toward  overcoming  internal  work  in  the  molecular  ar- 
rangement of  the  steam  itself,  and  a  part  in  overcom- 
ing external  work  caused  by  the  enormously  increased 
volume  of  the  steam.  Since  this  latter  work  can  never 
be  recovered  in  the  use  of  steam  expansively,  it  is  of 
utmost  importance  for  us  to  be  able  to  segregate  these 
two  quantities  and  note  under  this  column  the  internal 
work  only  as  we  may  expect  this  portion  for  useful 
applications  in  the  steam  engine  and  the  steam  tur- 
bine. We  have  seen  in  the  last  lecture  that  external 
work  is  computed  by  taking  a  product  of  pressure  and 
increase  in  volume.    Hence 


External  work  in  B.t.u.  = 


P  (V  — Vi) 


777.5 


144  X  21.16  (19.05  — .016) 


:74.6 


777.5 
.-.  p=  958.1  —  74.6  =  883.5 

The  total  net  energy  that  we  may  reasonably  ex- 
pect to  use  in  engineering  applications  is  the  sum  of 
this  internal  energy  of  evaporization  and  the  heat  of 
the  liquid  which  is  shown  under  the  next  heading 
entitled  E. 

E  =  h  -I-  p  =  199.2  +  883.5  =  1082.7. 

Under  the  next  heading  we  find  entropy  of  water 

which  we  have  seen  is 

T 
e  =  loge 

=  231  -I-  459.6  =  690.6,  T,  =  32  -F  459.6  =  491.6, 

690.6 
=2.306  [log„  690.6  — log„  459.6]  =0.3399 


in  which  T~ 


.-.  e  =  log. 


459.6 
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Solution    of    Darcy    & 

The  entropy  of  evaporation  is  as  we  have  previ 

L 

ously  seen  simply  —  or  in  this  case 


T 

L 


958.1 


-=:  1.3875 


T        690,6 

Hence  the  final  column  being  the  total  entropy  of 
saturated  steam  is 

L 

0  -\ =  0.3399  -f  1.3875  =  1.7274 

T 

Thermotwisters. 

1.  Take  Fig.  32  which  gives  a  page  from  Pea- 
body's  Steam  and  Entropy  Tables  and  connect  up  all 
computations  for  each  column  as  was  done  in  this  lec- 
ture for  Fig.  33. 

2.  Work  out  for  yourself  an  example  in  applying 
the  temperature-entropy  diagram  by  transforming  the 
Carnot  cycle  shown  in  Fig.  30  on  the  pressure-volume 
diagram  to  the  temperature-entropy  coordinates. 

SOLUTION    OF  THERMOTWISTERS— HOW   TO    MAKE    UP 
EMPIRICAL    FORMULAS. 

1.  Darcy  and  Bazin  experimenting  on  the  flow  of  water 
compiled  the  following  experimental  data: 

No.   of  exp 1  2  3  4  5 

Mean   velocity    (v) . .  .   1.73  1.98  2.17  2.33  2.46 

Hydraulic  radius    (r).11.4  14.4  17.0  19.2  21.2 

Assuming  that  the  velocity  of  water  in  channels  is  of  the 
form  of  v=:mr",  show  that  v  =  0.446  r"-'^"  is  an  empirical 
formula  for  compiling  the  mean  velocity. 

v  =  mr".     By  taking  logarithms,  we  have 
log  V  ^  n  log  r  -|-  log   m 
Hence  the  two  normal  equations   are 

1.998  =  7.375  n -I- 6.054  log  m 
1.629  =  6.054  n-f  5.000  log  m 
Solving  for  n  and  log  m,  we  have 
n  =  0.571 

log  m  =  0.366  =  1.634         .-.  m  =  0.431 
or  log  v  =  0.571  log  r — 0.366 

.-.  v  =  0.431  r'-^".     Ans. 

2.  In  a  steam  engine  it  is  found  that  after  cut-off  takes 
place  the  pressures  and  volumes  during  expansion  of  the 
steam  have  the  following  values: 

60  lb.   absolute   press,    corresponds   to     7.107  cu.  ft. 

50    '■  '•  "  "  "      8.429  cuft. 

40    "       "  "  "  "    10.39     cuft. 

Assuming  the  steam  expands  according  to  the  law  p  v"  = 

K,  where  n  and  K  are  constants,  determine  their  value. 

Having  assumed  pv"^K,  we  have  taken  logarithms  on 
both  sides. 

log  p  -I-  n  log  V  =  log  K  ^  K' 
or  log  60 -f  n  log     7.107  =  K' 
log  50  -I-  n  log     8.429  =  K' 
log  40  -I-  n  log  10.39    =K' 


or  1.778  +  0.852  n  =  K' 
1.699  -1- 0.925  n  =  K' 
1.602  -I-  1.017  n  =  K' 

Summary    coefficients: 

5.079  4-  2.794  n  =  3  K'   (A) 


1.514  -f  0.725  n  =  0.852  K' 
1573  -I-  0.857  n  =  0.925  K' 
1.629  -I-  1.034  n  =  1.017  K' 


4.716 -I- 2.616  n  =  2.794  K'      (B) 


Solving  for  n  in  equations  A  and  B,  we  find  n  =  1.07 


Total..    1.998  7.S75  6.054 

Bazin    Experiment    (See    Thermotwister  No.  1.) 

THE  FUTILITY  OF  TECHNICAL  SCHOOLS. 

BY  R.   T.   CRANE.i 

To  the  subject  of  higher  schools,  in  all  their  de- 
partments, I  have  given  much  study  for  many  years, 
and  while  I  consider  them  all  to  be  full  of  errors,  de- 
ception and  ignorance,  the  technical  institutions  are 
particularly  misunderstood,  and  concerning  them  the 
people  need  to  be  enlightened. 

This  misconception  of  their  value  and  import- 
ance is  quite  natural,  as  the  whole  subject  is  shrouded 
largely  in  mystery,  since  science  is  so  largely  con- 
nected with  it,  and  concerning  anything  with  which 
science  is  associated  the  masses  have  no  correct  opin- 
ion. They  imagine  that  as  science  in  the  past  has 
played  an  important  part  in  the  progress  of  civiliz- 
ation, this  also  must  be  the  case  today,  which  is  not 
a  fact. 

What  Is  Science? 

At  the  outset  let  me  state  just  what  I  mean  by 
"science."  The  dictionary  definition  is  very  long,  un- 
satisfactory, and,  in  my  opinion,  inconsistent  with  the 
general  understanding  of  the  word. 

From  my  view-point  "science"  means  the  doing 
of  things  in  a  more  or  less  highly  intellectual  way  by 
taking  advantage  of  natural  laws  and  principles.  Take, 
for  example,  the  wheel  in  a  wheelbarrow ;  the  lever ; 
the  block  and  tackle ;  braces  and  truss-building  and 
making  of  caissons,  etc.,  etc.  These  are  some  of  the 
things  that  I  consider  to  be  scientific,  and  I  believe 
the  general  public  will  accept  this  definition. 

Therefore,  it  will  be  seen  that  many  scientific 
principles,  while  exceedingly  numerous,  are  also  ex- 
ceedingly simple ;  in  fact,  most  of  them  are  so  con- 
sidered by  a  good  mechanic.  Notwithstanding  this, 
however,  the  great  mass  of  the  unthinking  public 
seem  to  be  overwhelmed  when  anything  is  referred  to 
as  being  scientific,  and  to  think  this  means  it  is  be- 
yond their  comprehension.  Hence,  the  great  rever- 
ence they  have  for  technical  schools  and  for  men  who 
specialize  in  scientific  facts  as  they  imagine  such  insti- 
tutions are  full  of  these  mysterious  matters. 

Facts. 

Now,  here  are  some  facts : 

First:  Comparing  this  country  today  with  fifty 
years  ago;  it  has  gone  to  the  greatest  extreme  in  all 
kinds  of  technical  schooling.  In  the  United  States 
today  there  are  129  technical  institutions  including 
universities  that  have  a  special  department  devoted 
to  this  branch  of  schooling,  and  the  number  of  stu- 
dents taking  this  course  of  study  is  about  30,000, 
which  in  all  probability  means  that  about  10,000  boys 
are  leaving  these  schools  each  year.  From  this  we 
see  that  there  would  have  to  be  an  enormous  de- 
mand in  order  to  provide  places  for  this  large  number 
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of  young  men  supposed  to  be  trained  for  the  higher 
and  better  positions. 

Secondly:  It  is  also  a  well  known  fact  that  this 
country  was  immensely  successful  before  the  techni- 
cal schools  were  established. 

Thirdly:  Notwithstanding  many  educators  are 
trying  to  make  us  believe  that  this  country  is  going 
to  destruction  through  dry  rot  and  that  the  only 
means  of  saving  it  is  through  their  schools,  the  fact  is 
that  no  country  on  the  face  of  the  earth  today  is 
more  prosperous  or  stands  so  high  in  everything  in 
which  technical  schools  are  pretending  to  aid  us  as 
the  United  States. 

Fourthly:  All  the  heads  of  these  technical 
schools,  as  well  as  all  employers  who  claim  to  favor 
boys  from  such  schools,  admit  that  before  such  boys 
can  be  of  any  value  in  any  line  of  business  they  must 
have  a  large  amount  of  practical  training. 

Fifthly:  Although  tens  of  thousands  of  techni- 
cally school  trained  men  have  been  coming  from  these 
institutions,  this  class  of  men  are  doing  little  or  noth- 
ing to  contribute  to  the  real  prosperity  of  the  coun- 
try, and  if  you  should  go  through  our  great  indus- 
trial institutions  you  would  find  little  trace  of  them 
in  any  important  positions;  probably  not  in  one  per 
cent. 

Importance  of  Experience. 

What  a  manufacturer  wants  is  not  a  man  of  the- 
ory, but  a  man  of  brains  who  has  had  an  immense 
amount  of  experience,  who  knows  the  state  of  the  art 
thoroughly,  and  who  understands  all  kinds  of  tools 
and  what  they  are  capable  of  doing.  This  is  the  only 
kind  of  a  man  that  is  of  any  account  in  a  manufacturing 
business. 

Hence  we  regard  these  schools  as  absolute  fail- 
ures, so  far  as  being  a  help  to  general  manufacturing 
and  industrial  business  is  concerned,  and  therefore  it  is 
not  necessary  to  discuss  this  feature  of  technical  school 
work. 

Electrical   Engineering. 

Having  now  finished  my  talk,  so  far  as  it  relates 
to  technical  schools  and  mechanics  or  manufacturing, 
I  will  take  up  the  question  of  the  utility  of  these 
schools  in  connection  with  the  electrical  line  of  work, 
which,  if  anywhere,  would  seem  to  be  a  feature  of 
schooling  wherein  these  technical  institutions  would 
be  much  more  likely  to  produce  good  results. 

On  this  subject  I  am  fortunate  in  obtaining  a  copy 
of  a  paper  by  Mr.  W.  M.  Alexander,  of  the  General 
Electric  Company,  in  which  he  discusses  the  question 
of  the  utility  of  technically  school  trained  boys  in  their 
business,  and  he  admits,  as  I  have  previously  stated, 
that  after  having  employed  hundreds  of  these  boys,  he 
finds  that  his  method  of  handling  them  heretofore 
has  proved  a  failure  and  he  has  now  concluded  to  try 
a  radically  different  one. 

Mr.  Alexander  now  sees  all  sorts  of  short-comings 
in  the  technical  school  boys,  stating  that  they  have 
a  speaking  acquaintance  only  with  machines  and  ma- 
terials, that  they  have  no  ideas  as  to  values,  etc.  He 
also  volunteers  the  information  that  other  large  em- 
ployers who  have  tried  the  college  boys  in  their  busi- 
ness have  had  a  similar  experience.  No  doubt  he  has 
reference  to  the  Westinghouse  and  Western  Electric 


companies,  as  both  are  very  large  concerns  and  are  in 
much  the  same  line  of  business  as  the  General  Electric 
Company. 

These  three  companies  have  been  taking  a  very 
large  proportion  of  the  boys  from  the  technical  schools 
who  secure  positions  upon  leaving  these  institutions, 
and  in  view  of  the  facts  disclosed  by  Mr.'  Alexander, 
you  can  see  what  a  frightful  blunder  has  been  made. 
This  gentleman -has  a  great  deal  to  say  on  this  whole 
subject,  and  as  his  paper  is  very  interesting,  I  reprint 
at  the  close  of  this  pamphlet  that  portion  of  it  which 
relates  to  this  particular  question. 

Since  the  utter  folly  of  trying  to  make  electrical 
engineers  in  this  way  has  been  shown  by  the  testimony 
of  one  who  has  been  an  earnest  advocate  of  the  techni- 
cally school  trained  electrical  engineer,  and  who,  after 
a  long  and  extensive  experience  with  the  boys  of  the 
technical  schools,  has  became  convinced  that  they  are 
utterly  lacking  in  merit,  it  is  imnecessary  to  continue 
the  argument  further. 

Common  Sense  Method  of  Making  Electrical  Engineers 

The  common  sense  way  to  make  electrical  engi- 
neers is  as  follows : 

Select,  with  the  greatest  care,  boys  about  16  or  17 
years  of  age  for  machine  shop  apprentices.  Watc!i  over 
them  carefully  in  the  first  instance  to  see  that  they 
are  what  the  employers  are  seeking  as  material  for 
good  machinists.  If  the  foreman  who  keeps  close  eye 
on  the  boys  discover  that  some  of  them  have  unusual 
ability,  let  such  be  put  in  the  line  of  direct  training  for 
electrical  engineering.  Such  boys,  after  having  two 
years  of  training  in  the  machine  shop  (say  one  y^ar 
at  bench  work  and  a  year  at  tool  work),  shifting 
around  considerably,  would  get  the  knowledge  of  that 
part  of  the  work  which  is  required  to  make  of  them 
good  electrical  engineers.  Then  let  them  spend  six 
months  in  the  testing  department,  six  months  drafting, 
a  year  in  the  erecting  department  and  a  year  in  the 
operating  department. 

While  working  in  this  way  they  are  surrounded 
constantly  by  an  electrical  atmosphere  and  will  absorb, 
through  observation  and  association,  nine-tenths  of  all 
the  knowledge  they  will  need  to  have  regarding  elec- 
tricity, and  all  this  will  have  a  splendid  influence  over 
them.  The  grandeur  of  the  work  is  particularly  in- 
spiring, and  the  absorbing  of  all  this  information  takes 
none  of  their  time,  as  it  is  done  unconsciously. 

During  this  period  the  boys  could  attend  night 
school  as  much  as  is  necessary  and  be  furnished  books 
on  the  science  of  different  lines  of  electrical  appa- 
ratus, books  containing  only  such  things  as  the  best 
practical  men  know  to  be  essential.  If  necessary,  lec- 
tures could  be  given  advantageously  by  the  company's 
own  engineers  who  know  decidedly  better  what  these 
boys  require  than  any  school  teacher  could  possibly 
know. 

This  would  make  five  years  in  all,  and  then  you 
would  have  a  young  man  who,  at  21  or  22  years  of 
age,  would  be  a  fairly  good  electrical  engineer.  Such 
a  man  is  likely  to  make  his  mark  and  certainly  should 
be  of  considerable  value  to  any  one  requiring  his  serv- 
ices. Besides  this,  he  would  have  been  earning  his  liv- 
ing all  this  time. 
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Great  Electrical  Engineers. 

Before  leaving  this  feature  of  the  subject,  let  me 
call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  none  of  the  greatest 
electrical  engineers  this  country  has  had  ever  saw  the 
inside  of  a  technical  school  where  electricity  was 
taught.  I  shall  not  undertake  to  name  all  of  these  men, 
but  among  the  list  will  be  found  Edison,  Sprague, 
Brush,  Rice,  Westinghouse,  Thomson  and  Hueston. 

This  being  the  fact,  is  it  not  perfectly  clear  that  the 
very  best  kind  of  electrical  engineers  can  be  produced 
by  following  the  plan  just  outlined?  In  other  words, 
this  is  the  distinction  between  theory  and  common 
sense,  or  between  higher  schooling  and  higher  educa- 
tion. 

College  Authorities  Sharp-Practice  Men. 

As  you  grow  older  you  will  discover  that  there  are 
many  kinds  of  sharp-practice  men,  each  of  whom  has 
his  "own  way  of  bleeding  and  defrauding  the  people  in 
order  to  make  his  money,  that  is,  to  steal  your  money. 
The  man  who  picks  your  pocket,  the  man  who  robs 
you,  the  burglar  who  enters  your  house,  or  the  trusts 
that  are  mulcting  you  on  every  side  are  all  decidedly 
vicious,  but  they  are  insignificant  thieves  compared 
with  the  man  who  induces  you  to  spend  your  money 
and  eight  or  ten  of  the  best  years  of  your  life  in  acquir- 
ing something  that  will  be  of  little  or  no  value  to  you. 
You  can  overcome,  perhaps,  the  loss  of  the  money 
which  these  things  have  robbed  you  of,  but  you  can- 
not afford  to  be  robbed  of  the  years  which  should  be 
employed  in  laying  the  foundation  of  your  future  career 
by  which  you  can  support  yourself  and  family. 

In  Conclusion. 

Criticisms  upon  my  method  of  dealing  with  this 
subject  have  been  made,  and  there  comes  to  me  a  re- 
cent instance  of  a  young  man  of  fine  character  and  ex- 
cellent home  training,  who,  in  an  unguarded  moment, 
while  in  the  employment  of  the  postoffice  department 
in  Chicago,  took  one  dollar  from  a  letter,  and  was  sent 
to  the  penitentiary  for  one  year. 

If  it  was  justice  to  punish  this  young  man  by  com- 
mitting him  to  the  penitentiary  for.  his  act,  what  should 
be  done  to  the  people  who  are  using  every  possible 
effort  to  induce  boys  to  spend  eight  of  the  best  unfold- 
ing years  of  their  lives  in  securing  a  training  which 
will  be  of  no  practical  value  to  them  in  later  years? 

Therefore,  I  have  no  apology  to  offer  for  what  any 
One  may  call  the  harshness  of  my  views. 


INVESTIGATION  OF  CORPORATION  EDUCA- 
TIONAL  CLUBS   IN   NORTHWEST' 

BY  JOHN  B.  FISKBN. 

The  only  two  companies  reporting  any  steps  look- 
ing toward  the  education  of  their  employees,  or  clubs 
for  their  benefit,  are  the  Portland  Railway,  Light  & 
Power  Company  and  The  Washington  Water  Power 
Company. 

The  Portland  Railway,  Light  &  Power  Company 
state  that  for  a  number  of  years  past  it  has  been  the 
policy  of  the  company  to  have  regular  monthly  meet- 
ings of  station  operators  in  order  that  subjects  con- 
cerning the  operation  of  the  various  stations  might 

'Abstracted    from   a   paper   presented   before   the   Northwest 
Electric  Light   &  Power  Association,    Spokane,  Wash. 


be  discussed  in  general  so  that  each  man  might  become 
thoroughly  familiar  with  the  system.  Such  subjects 
are  taken  up  as  will  be  of  special  interest  to  station 
men  and  will  apply  to  their  work,  and  of  course  the 
purpose  of  these  meetings  is  to  in.<;truct  the  men  as 
much  as  possible  and  arouse  their  interest  in  their 
work.  It  has  recently  been  decided  to  enlarge  the 
scope  of  these  meetings  somewhat  and  include  not 
only  the  station  operators  but  also  men  in  the  under- 
ground department  ?nd  in  the  line  department. 

The  Washington  Water  Power  Company  has  fur- 
nished and  maintains  a  technical  library,  located  in  the 
main  office  building,  for  the  use  of  all  its  employees. 
A  regular  librarian  is  employed.  At  the  present  time 
the  library  contains  about  550  volumes  and  900  pamph- 
lets and  catalogues.  Thirteen  technical  journals  are 
received  regularly  and  placed  on  file. 

A  club  has  been  organized  of  all  employees  inter- 
ested in  line  work  construction  and  maintenance. 
Meetings  are  held  twice  a  month,  when  papers  on  va- 
rious subjects  are  presented  and  discussed. 

One  of  the  main  objects  of  che  association  is  to 
remedy  faulty  construction  and  to  arrange  for  the 
adoption  of  forms  of  standard  construction.  To  this 
end  a  committee  on  "'Standard  Construction"  reports 
at  every  meeting  and  its  recommendations  are  care- 
fully discussed  and  gone  over  before  adoption. 

The  company  makes  a  practice  of  advancing  their 
workmen  as  their  knowledge  of  the  work  warrants,  as 
for  instance  in  line  work.  When  a  groundman  has 
acquired  the  ability  to  climb  he  if,  advanced  to  the 
rank  of  a  third  class  lineman,  climbirig  short  poles  and 
doing  work  which  does  not  require  an  experienced 
workman.  As  he  gains  proficiency,  he  becomes  a  sec- 
ond class  lineman,  climbing  any  size  pole  and  doing 
any  work,  with  the  exception  that  he  does  not  work 
on  "live"  lines,  except  when  helpinr  a  first  class  line- 
man. The  highest  class  is  a  first  class  lineman,  who 
does  any  kind  of  line  work  including  working  on  "live" 
lines  up  to  4000  volts. 

An  Aid  Department  is  maintained  by  the  em- 
ployees of  the  company,  whereby  the  members  are 
given  medical  or  surgical  attention  in  case  of  illness  or 
accident.  It  is  governed  by  a  board  of  managers,  of 
which  the  general  manager  of  the  company  is  ex 
officio,  a  member  and  chairman.  The  superintendent 
of  the  street  railway  system,  suoerintendent  of  the 
light  and  power  system  and  the  treasurer  of  the  com- 
pany are  ex  officio  members.  The  board  is  composed 
of  seven  members,  elected  annually  from  the  various 
departments,  who  hold  office  for  one  year.  The  de- 
partment is  supported  by  dues  paid  by  all  officers  and 
employees  of  the  company  pro  rata  according  to  their 
monthly  compensation. 

The  Seattle  Electric  Company  have  a  technical 
club  amongst  its  employees,  which  meets  at  re.gular 
intervals  in  a  hall  provided  and  furnished  for  the  pur- 
pose, and  connected  with  this  hall,  maintain  a  library 
and  laboratory. 
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Several  items  of  interest  have  recently  appeared 

in  the  news  column  of  the  Journal  regarding  the  pro- 

p  J  posed  electric  line  across  the  Flat- 

,  ,         .  head   Indian   Reservation  in   Mon- 

Interurban  m  ,  t,,  ■  ,.  ,, 

tana,    ihis  reservation  was  thrown 

INortnwes  open     for     settlement     some     two 

years  ago.  Only  those  who  have  travelled  in  person 
across  this  beautiful  fertile  valley,  hemmed  in  by 
protecting  mountains,  can  appreciate  the  exquisite 
beauty  of  it  all. 

Two  cities  of  promise  in  Western  Montana  have 
long  since  cast  jealous  eyes  at  each  other  as  to  which 
one  would  hold  the  key  to  the  development  of  this 
promising  country.  Missoula  on  the  south  has  com- 
pleted an  electric  service  to  two  of  her  suburban  re- 
sorts and  flirted  with  a  forty  mile  extension  still  fur- 
ther southward  in  order  to  develop  the  land  of  the 
Mcintosh  red  apple  which  reaches  its  greatest  develop- 
ment in  this  famous  section,  known  as  the  Bitter  Root 
Valley. 

Of  course  such  projects  as  this  Flathead  In- 
dian Reservation  line  or  even  the  Bitter  Root  Val- 
ley extension  can  not  under  any  possible  estimation 
of  present  population  or  tonnage  carried  be  shown  as 
an  actual  dividend-payer.  Any  city,  however,  that 
will  doze  away  while  an  empire  in  embryo  as  fruit- 
ful and  as  large  as  the  whole  of  Japan  awaits  enter- 
prising development,  is  liable  to  awake  some  day, 
like  Rip  Van  Winkle,  to  see  the  progress  but  only  to 
realize  others  have  long  since  taken  possession  of  the 
march  of  progress. 


The  data  found  elsewhere  in  these  columns  regard- 
ing the  fixing  of  rates  for  electrical  lighting  in  two 
typical  Pacific  Coast  cities  is  inter- 
Rate  esting.  It  represents  the  applica- 
Fixing  tion  of  the  rulings  of  the  well- 
known  and  thoroughly  admired 
A'Visconsin  Railroad  Commission  applied  to  western 
municipalities. 

A  careful  consideration  of  the  data  presented  by 
Professor  Cory  in  this  excellent  article  brings  out 
a  very  interesting  point;  namely,  that  a  proper  and 
equitable  distribution  of  charges  should  not  only  take 
into  account  the  load  factor  or  proportion  of  power 
actually  used  by  the  consumer  to  the  maximum  de- 
mand he  may  to  the  limit  of  the  capacity  of  his  in- 
stallation at  any  time  make  upon  the  povi^er  company, 
but  the  time  of  day  during  which  such  demand  is 
made,  is  of  utmost  importance.  The  old  saying  of 
"sheep  follow  sheep"  seems  to  be  thoroughly  in  keep- 
ing with  power  consumption.  Everybody  seems  to 
want  light  about  the  same  two  hours  of  the  evening, 
consequently  this  very  fact  has  necessitated  the  call 
for  the  enormous  auxiliary  turbo-generators  with 
their  costly  equipment  now  in  construction  or  in  oper- 
ation in  Los  Angeles,  San  Francisco,  Oakland,  Port- 
land, and  other  cities  of  the  coast.  A  careful  analysis 
of  these  conditions  in  the  article  referred  to  will  en- 
lighten the  layman  greatly  as  to  why  a  large  hydro- 
electric company  can  profitably  sell  power  for  one  cent 
per  kw.-hr.  if  used  continually  under  full-load  condi- 
tions and  yet  the  same  power  company  may  lose 
money  when  selling  at  six  or  eight  cents  per  kw.-hr. 
under  spasmodic  peak  load  conditions.     In  Southern 
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California  there  seems  to  be  a  strong  realization  of 
up-to-date  methods  in  working  toward  a  more  even 
power  distribution  throughout  the  hours  of  the  day 
and  night.  Exceedingly  tempting  rates  are  offered 
— and  offered  on  a  sound  business  basis,  too — for 
those  using  power  during  other  hours  of  the  day  than 
at  peak  load  time.  In  one  instance  four  sets  of  rates 
are  offered  at  different  hours  during  each  twenty- 
four  hour  period,  the  cheapest  being  for  those  who 
consume  power  during  the  so-called  "grave-yard 
shift"  or  hours  from  midnight  through  the  early 
morning  watches.  The  result  is  that  large  storage 
battery  equipments  are  being  installed  by  the  rail- 
way companies  to  corral  electric  energy  at  these 
periods  and  at  the  same  time  those  using  power  for 
pumping  purposes  find  it  profitable  to  inconvenience 
themselves  at  off"  peak  hours. 

Another  interesting  deduction  brought  out  is  that 
relating  to  the  ruling  of  the  commission  in  the  way 
of  depreciation,  taxes  and  interest  charges  for  munici- 
pal plants.  The  Journal  does  not  wish  to  be  put  on 
record  by  either  favoring  or  opposing  in  general 
municipal  ownership,  as  we  believe  that  each  indi- 
vidual case  must  be  thrashed  out  on  its  own  merits. 
It  is  true,  however,  that  many  partisan  statements 
gotten  up  by  over-enthusiasts  for  municipal  ownership 
materially  warp  the  earnings  of  municipal  plants  out 
of  all  proportion  by  neglecting  to  deduct  a  proper 
factor — which  in  most  cases  is  a  very  large  proportion 
of  the  annual  earnings — for  depreciation,  taxes  and 
interest. 

The  Wisconsin  commission  has  put  itself  on  re- 
cord in  a  number  of  cases  showing  beyond  question 
that  it  is  only  just  and  proper  to  annually  provide 
for  depreciation  whether  the  plant  is  owned  by  the 
municipality  or  not.  Again,  whether  or  not  taxes  and 
interest  are  actually  paid  out  in  case  of  the  municipally 
owned  plant,  it  is  only  proper  to  make  this  charge  in 
fixing  the  rates,  otherwise  the  consumer  is  obtaining 
an  unjust  low  rate  for  his  power  at  the  expense  of 
the  taxpayer.  \ 

As  years  pass  by  and  as  there  is  brought  about  a 
clearer  understanding  of  the  intricate  laws  of  rate 
making,  those  who  have  thought  the  public  service 
corporations  so  grasping  in  their  socalled  exorbitant 
charges  must  admit  that  ever  widening  investigation 
shows  a  justice  for  much  higher  rates  than  formerly 
thought  equitable,  and  they  must  admit  that  when 
the  corporations  held  to  their  theories  with  bull- 
dog tenacity  they  not  only  practiced  the  Darwinian 
law  of  self-preservation  as  being  the  first  law  of  na- 
ture among  lower  animals,  but  now  that  those  theories 
are  shown  to  be  just  and  proper  they  must  admit  those 
high  in  the  council  among  corporations  are  in  some 
instances,  at  least,  almost  human. 


Someone  has  said  that  a  plumber  is  the  only  man 
that  enjoys  the  exquisite  pleasure  of  drawing  down 
A  Renlv  °^^    dollar    and    twenty-five    cents 

an  hour  for  the  privilege  of  sleep- 
o*  k     A  T  r  '^^S  under  a  bathtub.     Be  this  as 

Kichard  1.  Crane  j^.  ^^^^^  ^^^  abstract  of  an  article  on 

the  futility  of  technical  schools  appearing  elsewhere 
in  these  columns,  appears  to  our  western  way  of 
thinking  so  unjust,  so  uncalled  for,  we  cannot  pass 


it  by  without  a  word  of  protest.  The  founder  and 
president  of  Crane  Co.,  the  writer  of  this  article,  and 
though  perhaps  the  greatest  manufacturer  of  plumb- 
ers' supplies,  evidently  never  slept  many  hours  dur- 
ing the  work  day  or  he  never  could  have  become  the 
captain   of  industry  that  he  is  today. 

Copies  of  the  article  referred  to  have  been  sent 
by  someone  to  practically  every  technical  student  in 
our  western  schools.  We  regret,  we  could  not  print 
the  article  in  full. 

There  is  much  food  for  thought  in  Mr.  Crane's 
criticism  and  yet  we  feel  his  vitriolic  spleen  vented 
against  those  engaged  in  teaching  in  these  higher 
branches  of  education  is  absolutely  uncalled  for.  Un- 
doubtedly there  are  individuals  deserving  the  criticism, 
but  the  great  mass  of  our  American  engineers  devoting 
their  life  energies  to  this  work  are  worthy  of  the 
highest  praise  and  consideration  for  their  unselfish 
and  conscientious  devotion  to  their  work. 

We  cannot  agree  with  Mr.  Crane's  views  or  re- 
sults of  investigation  at  all,  at  least  so  far  as  western 
university  men  are  concerned.  In  the  West  con- 
structive features  rather  than  the  manufacture  and 
design  of  machinery  engage  the  attention  of  the  engi- 
neer. 

Mr.  Crane  boasts  of  fifty-seven  years  in  the  har- 
ness and  consequently  his  qualifications  to  pass  judg- 
ment. Some  of  us  have  not  been  fortunate  to  run  our 
course  in  life  to  this  extent  as  yet,  nor  have  we  had 
the  exquisite  pleasure  of  attaining  the  industrial  and 
material  success  that  he  has,  but  yet  in  our  small  way 
we  feel  qualified  to  speak  from  the  other  point  of 
view — from  the  point  of  view  of  one  of  those  who 
has  gone  through  the  awful  socalled  blunder  of  taking 
a  college  course  and  who  has  gone  up  against  the 
"hum-bug,"  "sharp-practice"  men  known  as  college 
professors.  Shades  of  Benjamin  Franklin !  what  vis- 
ions of  pi'otest  before  our  mental  view! 

Lack  of  space  causes  us  to  pass  b}^  a  considera- 
tion of  the  unprecedented  success  of  the  technical 
graduates  of  Stanford,  California,  Washington,  Mon- 
tana, and  our  other  well-known  western  institutions. 
The  roll-call  of  the  mines,  the  power  plants,  and  the 
legislative  halls  amply  boast  their  prowess,  and  even 
the  presidency  of  the  great  republic  immediately  to 
the  south  gratefully  pay  tribute  to  California.  The 
one  thing  which  seems  so  utterly  forgotten  in  Mr. 
Crane's  article  is  the  human  side  of  life.  The  entire 
criticism  seems  to  smell  of  a  dollar  and  cent  compari- 
son. For  our  part  we  believe  that  in  addition  to 
efficiency  the  question  as  to  whether  better,  truer, 
nobler  citizens  are  being  put  forth  should  be  the  final 
criterion  for  or  against  our  technical  schools.  Many 
of  us  have  gone  through  the  four  years  of  socalled 
useless  studies  decried  against,  have  shoulder  to 
shoulder  seen  the  manly  struggle,  seen  the  high  ideals 
imbibed  and  the  better,  finer  grip  on  life  engendered 
and  though  we  may  never  become  great  captains  of 
industry  \ve  know  we  have  an  inner  something,  an 
inner  heart-string  that  has  been  touched  which  all 
the  weary  grind  of  the  shop,  all  the  painstaking  in- 
struction of  the  foreman  as  outlined  by  Mr.  Crane 
could  never  give  us  and  without  which  life  at  best 
must  be  but  a  natural  drudge  devoid  of  the  higher 
conception  we  know  it  has. 
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PERSONALS. 

C.  L.  Cory,  consulting  engineer  and  rate  expert,  is  at 
Seatttle   on   business. 

R.  W.  Van  Norden,  a  consulting  engineer  of  San  Fran- 
cisco, is  at  Tacoma  on  business. 

Fred  Barringer  is  at  San  Francisco  representing  the 
Barry-Wehmiller  Machinery  Company  of  St.  Louis. 

H.  Homberger,  consulting  hydraulic  engineer,  has  re- 
turned to  his  San  Francisco  offices  from  Los  Angeles. 

Harry  T.  Hays,  purchasing  agent  for  the  Mount  Whitney 
Power  Company,  was  at  San  Francisco  from  Visalia  during 
the  past  week. 

Edward  G.  Dewald,  hydraulic  engineer,  joined  the  sales 
staff  of  Pierson,  Roeding  &  Co.,  on  December  1,  with  head- 
quarters at  San  Francisco. 

E.  P.  Waller,  assistant  to  H.  E.  Barry,  manager  of  the 
General  Electric  Company's  railway  department,  is  visiting 
the  company's  San  Francisco  office. 

R.  L.  Phelps,  Pacific  Coast  manager  for  the  Safety  Insu- 
lated Wire  and  Cable  Company,  has  returned  to  San  Francisco 
from  a  trip  throughout  the  Northwest. 

C.  H.  HoUey,  of  Lindsay,  who  is  secretary  of  the  Tulare 
County  Power  Company,  has  been  at  San  Francisco  for  sev- 
eral days  closing  up  electric  power  contracts. 

F.  W.  Wachter,  who  has  independent  long-distance  tele- 
phone interests  in  Southern  California,  is  at  San  Francisco 
conferring  with  officers  of  the  Home  Telephone  Company. 

Sidney  Sprout  has  returned  to  San  Francisco  after  a  trip 
to  Siskiyou  County  in  connection  with  the  extensions  of  the 
Siskiyou  Electric  Light  and  Power  Company's  hydroelectric 
system. 

John  T.  Giblin  of  the  McGuire-Cummings  Manufacturing 
Co.,  Chicago,  was  a  recent  San  Francisco  visitor,  represent 
ing  his  company  in  their  bids  for  the  Geary-Street  railway 
equipment. 

Charles  Manley,  former  manager  of  the  Crescent  City 
Light  and  Water  Company,  who  now  has  an  electric  lighting 
plant  of  his  own,  has  been  spending  a  few  days  at  San  Fran- 
cisco. 

W.  R.  Dunbar,  of  the  detail  and  supply  department  of 
the  Westinghouse  Electric  &  Manufacturing  Company,  has 
returned  to  the  San  Francisco  office  after  spending  six  weeks 
at  East  Pittsburg. 

William  C.  G«tz,  Signal  Service  at  Large,  U.  S.  A.,  has 
left  Chicago,  111.,  for  Manila,  P.  I.,  where  he  will  take  charge 
of  the  construction  of  wireless  telegraph  stations  and  appa- 
ratus in  the  Philippine  Divisions. 

S.  G.  McMeen,  formerly  general  manager  of  the  Bay 
Cities  Home  Telephone  Company  of  San  Francisco,  has  been 
elected  president  of  the  Mt.  Hood  Railway  &  Power  Company 
and  has  established  his  headquarters  at  Portland,  Ore. 

Geo.  J.  Henry  Jr.  and  Wm.  Ward  of  the  Pelton  Water 
Wheel  Company  were  at  Los  Angeles  during  the  past  week 
in  connection  with  the  opening  of  the  bids  on  the  water- 
wheels  for  the  power  plant  of  the  Los  Angeles  aqueduct. 

Glenn  C.  Webster,  manager  of  the  engineering  department 
of  the  National  Electric  Lamp  Association,  made  an  exceed- 
ingly interesting  and  instructive  talk  at  the  preliminary  elec- 
trical league  meeting  in  San  Francisco  on  November  28th. 

Henry  T.  Scott,  president  of  the  Pacific  Telephone  and 
Telegraph  Company,  gave  a  large  luncheon  at  the  Hotel  St. 
Francis  last  Tuesday,  with  Theodore  N.  Vail,  president  of  the 
American  Bell  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Company  as  the 
guest  of  of  honor. 


W.  C.  Wagner,  electrical  and  mechanical  engineer  of  the 
Northwestern  Improvement  Company,  has  accepted  a  chair 
in  the  department  of  electrical  engineering  of  the  University 
of  Washington,  for  the  coming  year,  substituting  for  Dr.  C.  E. 
Magnusson,  who  is  absent  on  leave. 

Stanley  Walton,  manager  commercial  department  of  the 
Pacific  Gas  and  Electric  Company,  left  on  the  1st  of  Decem- 
ber tor  Chicago,  where  he  will  attend  the  National  Irriga- 
tion Congress.  Mr.  Walton  is  collecting  much  valuable  data 
on  power  consumption  and  costs  for  power  used  in  pumping 
for  irrigation. 

M.  D.  Spencer,  who  has  been  the  manager  of  the  Oregon 
Power  Company  at  Eugene,  Oregon,  for  the  past  two  years, 
took  charge  of  H.  M.  Byllesby  &  Co.'s  electric  plants  at  Ev- 
erett, Snohomish  and  Monroe,  Washington,  on  December  1 
His  successor  at  Eugene  is  R.  M.  Jennings,  who  is  leaving 
the  management  of  the  Byllesby  plants  at  Marshfield  and 
Coos  Bay. 

C.  F.  Elwell,  chief  engineer  of  the  Federal  Telegraph  Com- 
pany, has  returned  to  San  Francisco  from  an  extensive  trip 
in  the  Northwest,  where  he  made  arrangements  to  estab- 
lish several  Poulsen  wireless  stations.  The  Medford  and 
Portland  stations  are  now  completed  and  in  commercial  opera- 
tion, giving  wireless  communication  as  far  east  as  Port 
Worth,  Texas. 


OBITUARY. 

George  W.  Hebard,  .acting  vice-president  of  the  Westing- 
house  Electric  &  Manufacturing  Company,  died  at  his  home 
in  New  York  City,  on  Friday,  November  ITtli.     Mr.  Hebard 


George  W.  Hebard 

was  born  in  Barre  Center,  Olean  County,  New  York,  in  1845, 
and  was,  therefore,  65  years  of  age.  He  had  been  in  poor 
health  for  some  time  previous  to  his  death. 

The  death  of  Mr.  Hebard  is  the  third  one  to  occur  in 
the  last  few  months  among  the  higher  officials  of  the  West- 
inghouse Electric  &  Manufacturing  Company,  residing  in  New 
York;  the  others  being  Mr.  Edward  St.  John,  treasurer,  and 
Mr.  Robert  Mather,  chairman  of  the  board  of  directors,  the 
latter's  death  a  few  weeks  ago  having  been  a  great  shock  to 
his  wide  circle  of  acquaintances. 


December  2,  1911.] 


JOURNAL    OF    ELECTRICITY,    POWER    AND    GAS 


539 


ELECTRICAL   MEN   PLAN   A  CLEARING   HOUSE. 

The  most  widely  representative  meeting  of  electrical  men 
ever  held  on  the  Pacific  Coast  convened  at  luncheon  at  Tail's 
Cafe  in  San  Francisco  on  November  28.  Mr.  S.  J.  Lisberger 
presided  as  chairman  and  after  briefly  summarizing  the  re- 
cent efforts  to  bring  about  a  mutual  spirit  of  co-operation 
among  the  manj^  electrical  interests  there  represented,  intro- 
duced the  several  speakers  with  a  few  appropriate  remarks. 

Albert  H.  Elliott,  the  first  speaker,  stirringly  outlined  the 
advantages  of  co-operation  and  in  a  most  eloquent  manner 
paved  the  way  for  much  of  the  meeting's  subsequent  action. 
He  traced  the  development  of  the  get-together  spirit  through 
past  ages  and  urged  that  the  electrical  men  of  the  Pacific 
Coast  do  likewise  in  the  broad  spirit  of  helping  the  public  to 
a  better  understanding  of  the  uses  of  electricity. 

W.  S.  Hanbridge,  secretary  of  the  Electrical  Contractors' 
Association,  spoke  of  the  need  for  co-operation  between  the 
manufacturer,  jobber,  central  station  and  contractor,  and 
pledged  the  active  support  of  the  electrical  contractors  in 
furthering  this  plan. 

Glenn  C.  Webster,  manager  of  the  engineering  depart- 
ment of  the  National  Electric  Lamp  Association,  gave  the 
gathering  an  account  of  the  work  of  similar  electrical  leagues 
in  the  East.  He  stated  that  one  of  the  fundamental  laws  for 
success  is  in  giving  the  greatest  good  to  the  greatest  number. 
In  the  electrical  business  this  must  include  the  consumer, 
perhaps  the  most  essential  element  in  the  electrical  body,  and 
as  such  entitled  to  every  consideration.  Recognition  of  this 
fact  is  embodied  in  the  substitution  of  McAdoo's  phrase,  "the 
public  be  pleased,"  for  the  unfortunate  expression  accredited 
to  Vanderbilt. 

In  conclusion  Mr.  Webster  said: 

"It  is  very  true  that  men  who  don't  get  together  don't 
know  each  other.  I  believe  it  is  a  recognized  fact  that  men 
who  have  striven  alone  if  they  have  been  able  to  rise  to  a 
position  it  was  because  there  must  have  been  a  great 
amount  of  good  in  these  men.  If  you  will  get  .together,  if 
you  will  know  each  other  and  will  honestly  try  to  work  out 
the  problems  that  will  come  before  you,  you  will  say  that 
unity  is  alright. 

"It  seems  to  me  as  we  sit  here  every  man  is  a  brother  in 
the  electrical  fraternity  and  can  go  out  and  create  public 
sentiment  on  the  line  of  fundamental  truth.  Even  this:  num- 
ber of  members  could  almost  mould  sentiment  for  electricity. 
How  are  you  going  to  get  at  this?  Any  movement  that 
amounts  to  anything  takes  a  lot  of  work.  It  takes  "man 
hours."  If  the  Electrical  League,  if  you  woula  call  it  that, 
is  going  to  work  it  is  going  to  take  "man  hours"  tO;  do  it. 
You  are  going  to  get  pay  for  those  hours.  When  a  man 
gets  so  busy  that  he  can't  attend  to  business  he  is  going 
to  drop  out  of  the  race.  In  order  to  get  the  fellows  to  work 
I  say  get  them  something  to  do.  Committees  should  be  ap- 
pointed such  as  a  public  policy  committee,  street  lighting 
committee,  power  committee,  publicity  committee,  with  the 
idea  of  having  something  for  t.ha  fellows  to  do,  so  they  would 
feel  they  were  a  part  of  the  body.  You  bring  out  men  you 
don't  know  in  this  way.  It  also  lessens  the  work  of  the 
officers.  With  this  viewpoint  in  mind  I  believe  the  field 
here  is  large." 

Geo.  C.  Holberton,  manager  of  the  San  Francisco  Gas 
and  Electric  Company,  assured  the  enthusiastic  endorsement 
of  this  project  by  his  company  and  incidentally  spoke  of  the 
easy  manner  in  which  several  minor  obstacles  might  be  re- 
moved. 

T.  E.  Bibbins,  manager  of  the  General  Electric  Com- 
pany's San  Francisco  office,  likewise  approved  the  proposal 
and  pledged  the  support  of  the  General  Electric  Company. 

W.  W.  Briggs  of  the  Westinghouse  Electric  and  Manufac- 
turing Company,  in  his  usual  happy  manner,  advocated  that 


the  electrical  men  cease  their  small  bickerings  and  "get  to- 
gether, all  the  time,  for  everything  electrical." 

Chairman  Lisberger  then  stated  that  the  proposition  de- 
pended upon  the  wishes  of  those  present.  Action  was  imme- 
diate and  enthusiastic.  In  quick  succession  it  was  decided 
to  form  an  electrical  league  and  for  that  purpose  the  original 
committee,  consisting  of  S.  J.  Lisberger,  H.  V.  Carter  and 
E.  B.  Strong,  were  empowered  to  select  seven  others  to  act  as 
a  general  committee  to  report  at  a  meeting  on  December  12. 
At  that  time  a  constitution  and  by-laws  will  be  presented  and 
svggestions  made  for  officers  and  committees.  Due  notice  of 
this  meeting  will  appear  in  these  columns  next  week  and 
every  electrical  man  of  San  Francisco  is  earnestly  invited  to 
attend. 

The  following  were  in  attendance  at  this  preliminary 
meeting: 


Glenn    C.    Webster 

Fred   L.   Webster 

A.    B.    Drendell- 

R.  M.   AJvord 

H.   V.   Carter 

Garnett   Young- 

John    R.    Cole 

A.    E.    B.   Ridley 

W.    H.    Seaver    :-J 

Geo.   A.    Sittman 

Louis    Levy,    Jr. 

H.   C.   Re  id          ,S 
Samuel    HamiltoS 
W.    W.    HanscoiflS 
J.   N.   Bachman   '^ 

H.   A.   Lardner 

C.   B.  Reller 

Wm.   Li.   Goodwin 

Edward   Whaley 

F.   A.   Leach,   Jr. 

P.    G.    Butte 

W.   D.   Kohlway 

H.    B.    Squires 

G.    J.    Peters 

Sam    Heyman 

C.   E.  ■RTiggins 

F.    B.   Gleason 

H.    A.    Russell 

L.    H.    Newbert 

W.    S.    Berry 

K.    E.    Sanderson 

R.    F.    Oakes 

T.   E.    Bibbins 

H.   T.   Adams 

S.  V.  Walton 

S.    J.    Lisberg-er 

N.   M.   Hope 

G.    1.   Kinney 

R.  W.  Van  der  Naille: 

W.    S.   Hanbridge 

C.   W.   Gortini 

A.   R.   Saurman 

M.    D.    Kirsten 

Frank   E.   Smith 

W.  W.    Briggs 

H.    C.    Goldrlck 

F.    B.    Cronise 

Van    E.    Britton  ' ' 

H.   R.   Noack 

L  R.  Boynton 

G.    B.    Ocheltree 

W.    F.    Neiman 

H.    W.    Crozier 

P.    Decker 

Albert  H.  Elliott 

R.   L.   Waldron 

R.   D.    Holabird 

M     E.    Quinn 

M.   A.   Bryte 

A.    H.    Halloran 

J.    S.    Baker 

F.   W.    Watts 

Robert   Sibley 

Jas.  "W.  Redpatli 

C.    D.    Pierce 

E.  B.    Strong 

ELECTRICAL  CONTRACTORS'   NOTES. 

L.  R.  Boynton  of  the  Central  Electric  Company,  took 
a  flying  trip  to  Los  Angeles  last  Monday  night. 

Noble  Powell,  an  electrical  contractor  of  Stockton,  spent 
last    Tuesday    at    San    Francisco. 

Paul  Butte  of  the  Butte  Engineering  and  Electrical  Com- 
pany,  spent   the   past   week   at   Portland. 

A  number  of  the  San  Francisco  electrical  contractors 
left  last  Friday  night  for  Los  Angeles  to  attend  the^Elec- 
trical    Show   which   is   still  in   progress. 

The  management  of  the  new  St.  Luke's  Hospital  at  Val- 
encia and  Duncan  streets,  are  installing  their  own  electric 
power  plant.  All  of  the  bids  are  in  for  the  electrical  work 
on  the  building  and  the  contract  will  probably  amount  to 
about  $20,000.     Louis  Hobart  is  the  engineer. 

The  McFell  Electric  Company  is  nearing  the  completion 
of  a  117,000  electric  wiring  contract  at  Port  Miley. 

The  merchants  of  Stockton  are  about  to  install  three 
hundred  ornamental  electric  lamp  posts  on  the  principal 
thoroughfares  of  that  city.  Two  electric  power  companies 
are  competing  for  the  contract  of  furnishing  the  current 
for  the  lights. 


TRADE  NOTES. 

The  government  of  Formosa  has  awarded  a  contract  to  the 
Allis-Chalmers  Company  for  a  completely  equipped  sawmill, 
which  is  to  be  electrically  driven.  Allis-Chalmers  steam  tur- 
bines will  supply  current  for  power  and  lighting  throughout 
the  large  mill  plant. 

The  Fort  Wayne  Electric  Works  has  secured  the  contract 
for  several  carloads  of  induction  motors  and  switchboard 
equipment,  for  a  pumping  installation  for  the  Patterson 
ranch  near  Modesto.  There  will  be  seven  or  eight  pumping 
stations.  The  pumps,  of  several  different  types,  will  be  sup- 
plied by  the  California  Hydraulic  and  Engineering  Company. 
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LOS  ANGELES   ELECTRICAL   EXPOSITION. 

The  Los  Angeles  Electrical  Exposition  made  an  auspi- 
cious and  brilliant  beginning  on  Saturday  evening,  November 
25  and  will  continue  to  impress  the  wonders  of  electricity 
upon  the  people  of  the  southern  metropolis  for  the  next  fort- 
night. The  Shriner's  Auditorium  is  peculiarly  well  adapted 
to  accommodate  an  exhibition  of  this  character  and  its  ar- 
chitectural features  have  been  admirably  utilized  in  em- 
phasizing the  advantages  of  this  ideal  source  of  light  and 
power. 

The  general  illumination  as  furnished  by  sixty  mag- 
netite arcs  suspended  from  the  lofty  roof  trusses,  was  sup- 
plemented by  spans  of  thousands  of  green  incandescent 
lamps     entwined     in     evergreen.      Handbome     pedestals      of 


ster,  general  manager  of  the  engineering  department  of  the 
National  Electric  Lamp  Association  and  F.  J.  Blaschke. 

The  General  Electric  Company  occupied  a  similar  space 
at  the  left  of  the  main  entrance,  filled  with  the  many  varied 
devices  which  they  manufacture.  TUesy  included  a  full  line 
of  alternating  and  direct  current  small  motors  for  the  thous- 
and and  one  industrial  and  household  purposes,  buffers,  polish- 
ers, razor  sharpeners,  sewing  machines,  vacuum  cleaners, 
etc.  A  stock  motor  running  continuously  under  water  at- 
tracted considerable  attention.  In  addition  to  this  a  num- 
ber of  large  motors,  including  a  R-I  type  with  variable  speed 
connection,  automatic  starters  and  frequency  regulators  were 
shown.  Special  attention  was  devoted  to  a  complete  line 
of  wiring  devices,  sockets,  and  switches  for  the  contractors' 


Photo  by  Wm.  C.  Lloyd 


The  Los  Angeles  Electrical  Exposition 


white  and  gold  surmounted  by  electric  globes  defined  the 
spacious  aisles  and  booth  boundaries  which  allowed  generous 
space   for   promenade   and   inspection. 

Most  of  the  exhibits  were  calculated  to  appeal  to  the 
popular  mind  as  will  be  noted  in  detail  hereafter.  Prelimi- 
nary gate  receipts  indicate  that  this  ambitious  project  will 
be  as  successful  from  the  financial  side  as  it  is  from  the 
general   excellence   of   the   display. 

National  Electric  Lamp  Association  had  a  beautiful  ex- 
hibit at  the  right  of  the  entrance  to  the  main  floor  compris- 
ing a  full  line  of  Mazda  lamps  of  all  possible  sizes,  from 
the  great  400-watt  globes  to  the  beautiful  miniature  and 
decorative  lamps,  and  for  all  possible  purposes,  from  the 
exacting  requirements  of  automobile  and  train  lighting  to 
those  of  house  illumination.  These  lamps  were  attractively 
displayed  in  various  cases  and  racks.  Many  of  them  were 
equipped  with  the  several  makes  of  illuminating  glassware, 
such  as  the  Holophane,  Fostoria,  Alba,  Luceo  and  Mello 
light  showing  the  manner  in  which  they  can  best  be  util- 
ized. Samples  were  shown  of  tantalum  and  Gem  lamps. 
This  exhibit  was  under  the  personal  charge  of  Gleun  C.  Web- 


use.  Various  electrical  measuring  instruments,  as  well  as 
the  indicating  and  recording  flow  meter,  were  demonstrated. 
A  miniature  stage  equipped  with  strip  lights,  flow  lamp,  dim- 
mer and  other  accessories  was  used  to  display  a  number  of 
lantern  pictures.  A  mercury  arc  rectifier  and  stage  dim- 
mer was  employed  in  this  mechanism  and  an  elaborate  elec- 
tric ballet  exhibited.  The  usu&I  line  cf  fans,  lamps  and 
radiators  were  shown  as  well  as  an  electric  ozonator.  The 
utility  of  General  Electric  cooking  devices  were  practically 
demonstrated  and  the  viands  served  from  an  electrically 
equipped    dining   room. 

Woodhill-H|ulse  Co.  occupied  the  adjoining  booth  on  the 
main  aisle  with  a  beautiful  display  of  lights,  heating  de- 
vices and  the  myriad  household  appliances  such  as,  wash- 
ing machines,  vacuum  cleaners,  and  electric  irons  now  avail- 
able. The  same  firm  also  occupied  a  large  booth  on  the  side 
in  which  was  exhibited  switchboards  and  general  wiring 
supplies,  as  well  as  the  special  exhibits  from  the  Standard 
Oil  Company,  consisting  of  a  model  oil  pumping  rig  and 
an  automobile  racing  device  to  advertise  lubricating  oil. 

Southern  California  Edison  Co.  utilized  the  remaining  of 
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the  very  large  spaces  on  the  ground  floor.  In  addition  to 
■  a  portable  substation  which  supplied  power  for  all  the  ex- 
hibits in  conjunction  with  a  transformer  equipment  of  the 
Los  Angeles  Gas  &  Electric  Company,  particular  interest 
attached  to  this  companys  graphic  exhibit  and  explanation  of 
meter  reading.  Several  attendants  wore  continually  in 
charge  to  explain  to  all  consumers  how  meters  are  read  and 
bills  calculated.  In  connection  with  the  magnetite  arc  illum- 
ination of  the  building  the  company  exhibited  its  mercury 
arc  rectifiers  and  continuous  current  transformer  equipment 
which  took  care  of  the  two  circuits  of  30  arc  lights  each. 
Direct  current  was  also  furnished  to  a  number  of  exhibitors 
by  means  of  a  60  h.p.  motor  generator  set,  operated  in  their 
booth. 

The  Pacific  Electric  Railway  Company  exhibited  a  model 
of  their  car  and  fender  equipment  and  inside  the  car  oper- 
ated a  moving  picture  machine  showing  various  scenes  along 
their  lines  in  the  vicinity  of  Los  Angeles.  They  also  exempli- 
fied the  working  of  their  new  block  signal  system  and  the 
Hart  automatic  flag-man,  furthermore  exhibiting  a  model  of 
their  standard  rolling  stock  and  line  construction. 

W.  B.  Palmer,  representing  the  Cutler-Hammer  Manu- 
facturing Co.  and  the  Crocker-Wheeler  Co.,  had  a  most 
spectacular  exhibit  on  the  main  stage  and  gave  hourly  demon- 
stration of  the  wonders  of  high  frequency  electric  current, 
including  electric  welding  and  an  electric  chair.  The  Cutler- 
Hammer  Company  exhibited  a  full  line  of  their  heating  appli- 
ances, push  button  specialties,  magnets  and  starting  devices. 
The  Crocker-Wheeler  exhibit  included  a  large  number  of 
small  motors  and  transformers. 

The  remaining  booths  on  the  main  floor  were  filled  as 
follows : 

Standard  Underground  Cable  Company  exhibited  a  typical 
line  of  lead  covered  cables  of  all  sizes,  from  those  for  bur- 
glar alarms  to  heavy  power  conductors,  Davis  open  air  ter- 
minals and  Nordyke  cable  supports,  as  well  as  a  large  va- 
riety of  Insulated  wires  and  cables. 

Bell  &  Jamieson  operated  a  large  electric  track  bonding 
machine  manufactured  by  the  Electric  Railway  Improve- 
ment Company  of  Cleveland. 

Wm.  N.  Glockner  displayed  a  number  of  Wurlitzer  me- 
chanical pianos,  including  a  mandolin  sextette,  harp,  violin 
piano  and  orchestrian. 

Western  Union  Telegraph  Companv  showed  a  full  line 
of  telegraph  instruments  and  demonstrated  machine  send- 
ing and  receiving  of  typewritten  letters. 

B.  F.  Kierulff  &  Co.  carried  a  representative  display  of 
samples  of  the  products  of  their  Eastern  principals,  including 
G.  I.  Mazda  lamps,  Fort  Wayne  transformers,  motors,  fans 
and  meters,  Mathias  Klein  &  Co.'s  wiremen's  tools;  Sprague 
motors  and  generators,  Pittsburg  high  voltage  insulators. 
Cutter  street  lighting  posts,  Eichhoff  wire  reels.  Lord  trolley 
retrievers,  St.  Louis  Malleable  Casting  Company',  overhead 
line  material,  W.  A.  Clark  weatherproof  and  bare  and  cov- 
ered wires  and  cables  and  the  products  of  the  Pacific  Wire 
Rope  Company. 

Baker-Chase  Electric  Company  in  addition  to  exhibiting 
a  full  line  of  the  Pacific  Electric  Heating  Company's  various 
specialties,  had  a  most  beautiful  and  attractive  display  of 
lighting  fixtures  and  lamps  of  all  kinds. 

Haskins  Glass  Company  occupied  the  adjoining  booth 
with  a  large  display  of  illuminating  glassware. 

The  Home  Telephone  Company  maintained  and  operated 
a  branch  exchange  and  telephone  booth  for  the  convenience 
of  the  show's  patrons. 

The  Standard  Electric  Time  Company  demonstrated  the 
operation  of  their  master  and  secondary  clock  system. 

Duntley  pneumatic  cleaners  were  demonstrated  in  the 
adjoining  booth.  The  Globe  Flour  Mills  operated  a  motor 
driven  mill,  showing  the  process  of  the  manufacture  of  flour. 


Various  electric  vehicles,  including  the  Columbus,  De- 
troit, Ohio,  Bailey  and  Lamsden,  filled  the  elevated  plat- 
form surrounding  the  main  floor  as  well  as  an  exhibit  of  the 
electric  stereoptigraph  and  the  Los  Angeles  Brass  Manufac- 
turing Company. 

The  Kelman  Electric  &  Manufacturing  Company  occupied 
a  large  space  in  the  main  hall  entrance  with  an  interesting 
exhibit  comprising  a  10,000  volt  oil  circuit  breaker,  a  30,- 
000  volt  three-pole  double  break  oil  circuit  breaker,  as  well 
as  a  60,000  volt  ceiling  type  disconnecting  switch  and  a  30,- 
000  volt  wall  type  disconnecting  switch. 

The  Luitwieler  Pumping  Engine  Company  occupied  an 
adjoining  booth  with  several  pumps  varying  in  size  from  1  to 
30  h.p..  A  2%  h.p.  pump  was  run  upon  a  support  consisting 
of  but  four  water  glass  tumblers  on  a  saw  horse  to  show 
the  lack  of  vibration. 

Electric  milking  of  cows  proved  a  centre  of  popular  at- 
traction. 

The  Electrical  World  and  the  .lournal  of  Electricity, 
Power  and  Gas  displayed  their  publications. 

The  United  States  Government  insNlled  a  most  exten- 
sive series  of  exhibits,  comprising  models  of  early  types 
of  electric  machinery  from  the  Smithsonian  Institute,  and 
models  of  several  warships  and  transports  as  well  as  a  full 
display  of  guns,  electric  navy  equipment  and  wireless  appa- 
ratus employed  by  the  Navy  Department.  On  the  uppsr 
floor,  also,  the  Bureau  of  Standards  gave  a  most  interesting 
exemplification  of  the  standardizing  work  being  done  in 
Washington  and  of  their  various  publications.  This  exhibit 
included  a  large  number  of  instruments  of  precision  of  all 
kinds,  the  primary  electric  standards  and  tubes  of  rare  gases. 
The  United  States  Weather  Bureau  displayed  a  line  of  weather 
maps  and  forecasting  instruments. 

Other  exhibits  on  the  upper  floor  included  the  following: 
United    States    Electric    Manufacturing      Company      dis- 
played a  line  of  small  motors,  generators,  transformers  and 
switches  with  an  attention-compelling  higb  frequency  appa- 
ratus 

J.  C.  Farrar  &  Co.  had  an  attractive  exhibit  comprising 
E.  E.  E.  pipe  frame  fittings,  cable  end  bells  for  outside  and 
inside  service,  bus  bar  supports,  air  boxes  and  transformers, 
water  bells,  a  full  line  of  Swartout  steam  specialties,  in- 
cluding separators,  exhaust  heads  and  building  ventilators. 
They  also  demonstrated  the  Electro-Magnetic  Tool  Com- 
panys electric  hammer  and  showed  a  line  of  lightning  arrest- 
ers manufactured  by  the  Lord  Manufacturing  Co. 

John  A.  Roebling  Sons  Co.  showed  bare  and  insulated  cov- 
ered wire  and  cables  and  wire  rope. 

The  Southern  California  Electric  Company  displayed  an 
interesting  model  of  the  Mt.  Lowe  electric  railway  and  dem- 
onstrated various  electric  toys,  "heating  devices,  washing  ma- 
chines, vacuum  cleaners,  etc.,  as  well  as  giving  a  full  dis- 
play of  Monarch  lamps. 

Gans  Bros,  exhibited  an  interesting  line  of  electric  novel- 
ties, toys,  wireless  apparatus  and  household  appliances. 

Kellogg  Switchboard  &  Supply  Company  made  a  large 
exhibit  of  telephone  instruments  and  parts  for  various  serv- 
ices and  also  showed  the  Delco  automobile  ignition  device 
and  Columbia  batteries. 

The  Empire  Electric  Company  as  the  successors  of  the 
Electro-Mechanical  Laboratories  Company,  showed  a  gen- 
eral line  of  E.  J.  Rose's  high  freouency  apparatus  for  physi- 
cian's use  and  contributed  to  the  show's  popular  interest  by 
demonstrating  X-Ray  apparatus  and  high  frequency  freaks. 

The  Tuttle-Stevens  Manufacturing  Company  showed  elec- 
tric ovens.  The  Los  Angeles  Silk  Works  operated  a 
silk  loom  and  made  an  exhibit  of  silks.  Other  exhibits 
comprised  Tuec  standard  cleaners,  Hobart  coffee  mills,  the 
Multigraph,  Dictaphone,  the  Los  Angeles  Evening  Herald  and 
electric  automatic  Incubator. 
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INDUSTRIAL 


3000   KILOWATT   ROTARY   CONVERTERS. 

For  the  economical  transmission  of  energy  as  direct  cur- 
rent either  close  proximity  of  the  generator  to  the  point  of 
power  application,  or  the  use  of  alternating  current  for  trans- 
mission is  necessary.  For  this  reason  direct  current  for  rail- 
way service  is  seldom  generated  as  such  in  this  progressive 
age.  The  tendency  is  to  generate  all  energy  as  alternating 
current  in  large  economically  located  stations,  and  to  transmit 
it  as  alternating  current  to  sub-stations  located  in  the  section 
where  it  is  utilized  as  direct  current  in  the  railway  motors. 
Rotary  converters  because  of  their  exceedingly  high  efficiency 
are  peculiarly  adapted  and  are  usually  used  in  the  sub-stations 
for  converting  from  alternating  to  direct  current. 

It  is  recognized  that  the  combined  efficiency  of  a  rotary 
converter  and  its  transformers  is  considerably  higher  than 
that  of  a  motor  generator  set  of  equivalent  capacity  and  volt- 
age. This  advantage  in  efficiency  is  even  more  marked  at 
light  loads  than  at  full  load,  and  since  the  load  factor  of  rail- 
way systems  is  usually  low,  the  Inherent  fitness  of  the  rotary 
converter  is  evident. 


3000   kw.,   25    Cycle,    6-Phase,    600  Volt  Rotary   Con- 
verter for  Interborough  Rapid  Transit  Co. 

The  growth  of  traction  systems  has  been  so  rapid  of  late 
in  the  larger  cities  that  it  has  been  necessary  to  materially 
increase  the  outputs  of  the  sub-stations.  It  was  desirable,  and 
practically  necesary  in  some  cases,  to  do  this  without  Increas- 
ing the  sizes  of  the  sub-stations  without  increasing  real  estate 
investment.  The  Westinghouse  3000  kw.  rotary  converter 
offers  the  solution  to  this  problem  in  that  with  it  maximum 
output  can  be  obtained  with  minimum  floor  space. 

The  Westinghouse  3000  kw.,  600  volt,  187%  r.p.m.  (25 
cycle)  rotary  converter,  the  largest  in  output  ever  con- 
structed, is  being  received  most  favorably  by  operating  com- 
panies because  of  its  strength,  compactness,  economical  oper- 
ation, and  the  minimum  amount  of  floor  space  required.  Ro- 
tary converters  of  other  makes  of  greater  bulk  but  of  smaller 
output  have  been  manufactured. 


While  some  of  these  3000  kw.  rotary  converters  are 
started  from  the  direct  current  end,  all  are  designed  for  alter- 
nating current  self  starting  and  several  will  be  regularly 
started  by  this  method. 


NEW  CATALOGUES. 

"Guess  Which  of  Them  Is  Copper  Clad?"  is  the  title  of 
a  leaflet  just  issued  by  the  Duplex  Metals  Company,  of 
Chester,  Pennsylvania. 

The  Wirt  Electric  Specialty  Company  of  Germantown, 
Penn.,  has  just  issued  Bulletin  No.  1106  on  di-el-ite  resistance 
units  used  in  the  resistors  covered  in  the  patents  of  Charles 
Wirt., 

The  Helios  Manufacturing  Company  of  Philadelphia,  are 
distributing  through  their  San  Francisco  agency,  G.  A.  Wil- 
bur of  78  Second  Street,  their  new  illustrated  Bulletin  No.  72, 
which  covers  alternating  current  flame  arc  lamps  of  various 
voltages. 

Bulletin  No.  1525  of  the  Allis-Chalmers  Company  describes 
type  AA7  compressor  for  air  brake  equipments.  This  ma- 
chine is  of  new  design  throughout  and  embodies  many  fea- 
tures which  show  a  distinctive  advance  over  previous  motor- 
driven  compressor  designs. 

The  current  number  of  The  J-M  Roofing  Salesman,  one  of 
the  two  house  organs  of  the  Cleveland  Branch  of  the  H.  W. 
.Johns-Manville  Co.,  is  largely  devoted  to  pictures  showing 
the  many  different  classes  of  buildings  covered  with  "The 
Everlasting  Roofing." 

The  Allis-Chalmers  Company  has  just  issued  Bulletin  No. 
1075  on  belted  alternating  current  generators.  The  pamphlet 
thoroughly  illustrates  the  designs  manufactured  by  the  com- 
pany. Bulletin  No.  1525  deals  with  type  AA-7  compressors 
for  air  brake  equipments. 

The  engineering  department  of  the  National  Electric 
lamp  Association  has  issued  Bulletins  No.  16  and  17.  The 
former  deals  in  an  instructive  manner  with  "Mazda"  incan- 
descent street  lighting  while  the  latter  recounts  the  econom- 
ical operation  of  incandescent  lamps. 

The  H.  Mueller  Manufacturing  Co.  of  New  York  City 
has  just  issued  the  second  exhaustive  edition  of  their  Cata- 
logue D.  The  catalogue  is  cloth  bound  and  thoroughly  illus- 
trates the  standard  specialties  carried  by  the  company  among 
the  more  important  of  which  are  tapping  machines,  corpora- 
tion cocks,  water  connections,  lead  flange  work,  pressure  reg- 
ulators and  tools. 

The  General  Electric  Company  has  just  issued  Bulletin 
No.  4899,  illustrating  and  describing  its  Expulsion  Fuses 
and  Fuse  holders.  These  are  for  use  on  circuits  having 
voltages  up  to  and  including  110,000.  The  company  has  also 
just  placed  on  the  market  a  new  piece  of  apparatus  known 
as  a  Battery  Truck  Crane,  which  the  company  describes  in 
its  Bulletin  No.  4892,  recently  issued.  The  bulletin  contains 
illustrations  of  the  truck  and  crane  in  use,  and  describes  also 
various  pieces  of  apparatus  used  in  connection  with  it. 

Descriptive  Leaflet  2373,  issued  by  the  Westinghouse 
Electric  &  Manufacturing  Company,  of  East  Pittsburg,  Pa., 
describes  the  No.  303-A  box  frame  interpole  motor  manufac- 
tured by  that  company.  Complete  specifications  for  the 
motor,  brief  descriptions  of  the  important  parts,  and  perform- 
ance curves  are  given  on  the  sheet.  Descriptive  Leaflet  2374, 
also  recently  issued  by  this  company,  gives  specifications  and 
brief  descriptions  of  the  parts  of  the  company's  box  frame 
interpole  railway  motor  No.  310-C.  This  leaflet  is  similar 
in  general  make-up  to  the  one  above  described. 
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INCORPORATIONS. 

PORTLAND,  ORE. — Power  Plant  Equipment  Company  o£ 
Portland,  Ore.    Capital,  $10,000. 

SANTA  FE,  N.  M. — The  Silver  City  Power  Company  has 
been  incorporated  with  a  capital  stock  of  $100,000.  The  in- 
corporators are:     L.  B.  Downey,  B.  T.  Hann,  J.  W.  Carter. 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL. — Merced  River  Electric  Power 
Company,  San  Francisco,  $10,000,000,  by  L.  M.  Gove,  H.  L. 
Breed,  C.  Gross,  J.  E.  Bowes  and  M.  S.  Hamilton. 

HOOD  RIVER,  ORE.— The  Hood  River  Gas  &  Electric 
Company,  capital  $100,000,  has  been  incorporated  by  J.  Flynn, 
Fred  A.  Martin  and  W.  M.  Daly.  It  is  rumored  that  the  new 
company  is  a  subsidiary  corporation  of  the  Pacific  Power  isc 
Light   Company. 

CASTLE  ROCK.  WASH.— The  Castle  Rock  Light  & 
Power  Company,  capital  $250,000,  has  been  incorporated  by 
A.  E.  Braden,  H.  B.  Davis  and  I.  W.  Belden  as  stockholders. 
The  company's  central  offices  will  be  established  at  Tacoma 
and  will  expend  the  sum  of  $10,000  on  an  electric  light  plant 
to  furnish  this  town  with  lights. 

EL  CENTRO,  CAL.— The  Imperial  Southside  Water 
Company  has  been  incorporated  with  a  capital  stock  of  $200,- 
000.  The  principal  place  of  business  is  Holtville  and  the  in- 
corporators are:  C.  D.  Hartshorn,  G.  L.  Melton,  P.  S.  Best, 
Clark  Rooher  and  S.  B.  Otter.  Water  will  be  developed  and 
a  canal  built  in  the  southeast  portion  of  the  valley  for  carry- 
ing an  ample  supply  of  water. 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL.— The  Feather  River  Power  & 
Irrigation  Company,  with  a  capital  stock  of  $10,000,000  author- 
ized, and  purpose  set  forth  to  do  business  in  all  parts  of  Cali- 
fornia, November  21  filed  articles  of  incorporation  with  the 
county  clerk.  R.  K.  Burrows  of  Larkspur,  A.  N.  Lewis  Jr. 
of  Alameda,  A.  L.  Dahl  of  San  Francisco,  H  G.  Hill  of  San 
Francisco  and  F.  C.  van  Deinse  of  Berkeley,  are  named  as 
incorporators. 

SACRAMENTO,  CAL. — Articles  of  incorporation  of  the 
California  Telephone  and  Light  Company  have  been  filed  with 
the  Secretary  of  State.  The  company  is  a  Santa  Rosa  con- 
cern, capitalized  at  $10,000,000,  and  operates  seven  miles  of 
telephone  lines.  The  directorate  is  comprised  of  John  E. 
Bennett  of  Palo  Alto,  F.  L.  Wright  of  Santa  Rosa,  A.  H.  Spurr 
and  M.  S.  Sayre  of  Lakeport,  S.  Pickering  of  Santa  Rosa  and 
H.  L.  Ney  of  Kellogg. 


ILLUMINATION. 

EUGENE,  ORE.— The  $25,000  electric  light  bonds  recently 
floated  have  been  purchased  by  local  people.  Clusters  will 
shortly  be  installed  on  the  streets. 

CENTRALIA,  WASH.— The  Washington-Oregon  Corpora- 
tion has  made  application  for  a  franchise  to  erect  poles  for 
electric  light  wires  along  the  county  road  between  Littell 
and  Adna. 

WALLA  WALLA,  WASH.— The  Attalia  Land  Company 
has  filed  with  the  County  Commissioners  a  petition  asking 
for  a  franchise  to  construct  electric  light  and  telephone  lines 
in  Walla  Walla,  for  fifty  years. 

OAKLAND,  CaL. — Mayor  Frank  K.  Mott  has  received  a 
communication  from  F.  A.  Leach  Jr.,  manager  of  the  Oak- 
land Gas,  Light  &  Heat  Co.,  stating  that  beginning  with 
December  1  of  this  year  the  rate  for  electricity  for  lighting 
by  meter  measurement  will  be  maximum  7c  per  1000-watt 
hours,  with  a  sliding  scale  to  3c  per  1000-watt  hours.  The 
present  rate  is  9c  graduated  to  3%c. 


LEWISTON,  IDAHO.— This  city  has  adopted  the  tung- 
sten plan  of  lighting  in  preference  to  others,  and  has  in- 
structed the  lighting  company  to  install  same. 

KALISPELL,  MONT.— The  Northern  Idaho  &  Montana 
Power  Company  has  received  a  contract  for  the  lighting  con- 
tract here. 

PASCO,  WASH. — The  proposition  of  purchasing  the 
water  works  system  and  plant  of  the  Pacific  Power  &  Light 
Company  was  defeated  at  a  recent  bond  election. 

AMITY,  ORE. — Amity  citizens  desire  the  installation 
of  a  city  water  system,  and  the  City  Council  has  the  matter 
under  advisement. 

SANTA  ROSA,  CAL. — The  Supervisors  have  passed  an 
ordinance  granting  to  the  Pacific  Gas  &  Electric  Company 
a  franchise  for  laying  and  maintaining  gas  pipes,  mains  and 
conduits  in  the  County  of  Sonoma. 

CHICO,  CAL. — An  ordinance  has  been  passed  by  the 
Supervisors  granting  to  the  Pacific  Gas  &  Electric  Company 
the  right  to  lay  gas  pipes,  mains  and  conduits  in  the  County 
of  Butte,  in  the  vicinity  of  Butte. 

GLENDALE,  CAL.— City  Trustees  have  accepted  the 
offer  of  L.  C.  Brand  to  transfer  the  Glendale  Light  &  Power 
Company's  West  Glendale  system  to  the  city  for  $55,000.  The 
system  will  be  enlarged  and  improved. 

MARSHFIELD,  ORB.— Plans  are  being  made  for  the 
development  of  a  large  water  power  plant  on  the  South 
Pork  of  the  Coquille  River  in  this  county.  M.  J.  Anderson 
of  Grants  Pass,  with  his  associates,  owns  the  water  rights. 

MERCED,  CAL. — The  San  Joaquin  Light  and  Power  Com- 
pany is  extending  its  work  of  laying  new  gas  mains.  The 
company  intends  to  lay  new  and  larger  mains  to  all  parts 
of  the  city.  At  the  present  time  a  force  of  60  or  70  men 
is  employed. 

FALLON,  NEV. — The  bond  issue  for  the  purpose  of  rais- 
ing money  to  construct  an  adequate  sewer  and  water  sys- 
tem has  been  disposed  of  and  the  money  is  in  a  local  bank. 
Bids  for  the  construction  of  the  system  will  be  advertised  for 
within  a  few  days. 

DIXON,  CAL.— The  Pacific  Gas  &  Electric  Company  has 
the  material  on  the  ground  for  a  new  substation  which  is  to 
be  considerably  larger  and  much  more  modern  than  the  one 
now  in  use.  The  structure  is  to  have  a  concrete  floor,  iron 
beams  and  girders,  the  walls  and  roof  to  be  of  corrugated 
iron  and  the  machinery  to  be  installed  in  it  of  the  latest  and 
best   pattern. 

BERKELEY,  CAL.— Prank  A.  Leach  Jr.  of  the  Oakland 
Gas,  Light  &  Heat  Company  has  notified  Mayor  J.  Stitt  Wil- 
son that  his  company  had  voluntary  reduced  its  rates  in 
Berkeley.  A  recent  ordinance  put  the  electric  rate  at  8^c 
which  the  company  now  cuts  to  7c.  The  gas  rates  have  been 
90c  per  1000  cubic  feet  for  fuel  and  $1  for  illuminating  pur- 
poses. The  new  schedule  puts  the  rates  at  90c  per  1000  cubic 
feet  a  month. 


TRANSPORTATION. 

BLAINE,  WASH.— The  City  Council  has  granted  a  fran- 
chise to  the  Nooksack  Valley  Traction  Company  for  railway 
construction  over  local  streets. 

HUSUM,  WASH.— Trustees  of  the  Northwest  Electric 
Company  held  a  meeting  in  Portland  recently  to  decide  the 
question  of  starting  operations. 
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LOS  ANGELES,  CAL. — The  Board  of  Supervisors  will  re- 
ceive sealed  bids  up  to  December  26th  for  the  right  to  con- 
struct and  for  a  period  of  40  years  to  operate  an  electric 
railroad  along  certain  public  highways  of  Pasadena. 

SAN  DIEGO,  CAL. — The  council  has  voted  to  issue  a  41- 
year  street  railway  franchise  to  the  San  Diego  Electric  Com- 
pany on  F  street,  from  Fourth  to  Third  street,  for  a  bid  of 
$150.     The  new  line  will  connect  with  Spreckels'  lines. 

LOS  ANGELES,  CAL.— E.  D.  Goode  of  Glendale,  C.  P. 
Grogan,  T.  Miller  and  residents  of  San  Fernando  are  pro- 
jecting an  electric  railway  line  for  San  Fernando,  to  be 
built  under  the  direction  of  the  Mission  Land  Company. 

BAKERSFIELD,  CAL. — The  trustees  have  passed  an  ordi- 
nance granting  the  San  Joaquin  Light  &  Power  Corporation 
a  49-year  franchise  to  build  and  operate  a  street  railway  on 
Chester  avenue,  from  Twenty-fifth  to  Thirty-fourth  street. 
The  company  was  the  only  bidder,  its  bid  being  $250. 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL.— The  Board  of  Public  Works 
has  deferred  for  a  week  taking  action  on  the  four  bids  for 
furnishing  43  cars  needed  for  the  Geary  street  municipal 
railway.  The  delay  was  ordered  at  the  request  of  the  Home 
Industry  League,  the  Civic  League  of  Improvement  Clubs 
and  other  organizations. 

PRINEVILLE,  ORB.— Mrs.  L.  B.  Kerwood,  supposed  to 
represent  an  eastern  syndicate  of  capitalists,  recently  stated 
before  the  Commercial  Club  of  this  place  that  the  year  1912 
would  bring  about  the  completion  of  an  electric  railroad  con- 
necting this  place  with  the  Deschutes  &.  Oregon  Trunk  Rail- 
way at  Metolius,  to  follow  closely  the  bed  of  the  Crooked 
River. 

PRINEVILLE,  ORE.— Louis  Gerlinger  Jr.,  general  man- 
ager of  the  Salem  Falls  City  &  Western  Railroad,  and  W.  J. 
Taylor,  of  Portland,  Ore.,  visited  Prineville  this  week  and 
went  over  the  proposed  routes  for  the  new  electric  railway 
from  Metolius  to  Redmond,  along  the  line  of  the  Deschutes 
and  Oregon  Trunk  Railway.  No  definite  statement  was  made, 
but  it  is  known  that  the  proposition  is  considered  with  favor, 
owing  to  the  fact  that  there  is  an  abundance  of  power  iu 
the  Crooked  and  Deschutes  Rivers  for  operating  an  electric 
railroad  cheaply. 


TRANSMISSION. 

WENATCHEE,  WASH.— The  Wenatchee  Valley  Gas  & 
Electric  Company  has  purchased  the  plant  of  the  Valley 
Power  Company  at  Dryden,  the  deal  involving  something 
over  $250,000. 

DORRIS,  CAL.— The  bid  of  the  Siskiyou  Electric  Light 
&  Power  Company  for  a  franchise  for  stringing  and  main- 
taining wires  in  the  corporate  limits  of  the  town  of  Dorris 
has  been  accepted. 

CASTLE  ROCK,  WASH.— The  City  (Jouncil  has  passed  an 
ordinance  granting  to  H.  B.  Davies,  J.  W.  Selden  and  the 
Tacoma  Investment  Company  the  right  to  construct  and  op- 
erate electric  light  lines   within  the   city. 

WALLA  WALLA,  WASH.— A  50-year  franchise  has  been 
granted  the  Pacific  Power  &  Light  Company  for  setting  poles 
and  stringing  wires  over  the  streets  and  alleys  at  Attalia, 
where  the  Grinnell  Company,  recent  purchasers  of  the 
Attalia  irrigation  project  Is  now  planning  the  installation  of 
an  electric  pumping  plant. 

SAN  BERNARDINO,  CAL.— The  central  stations'  first 
distributing  line  contract  for  the  Southern  Sierras  Power 
Company  of  this  city  has  been  awarded  by  the  Sierras  Con- 
struction Company  to  M.  H.  French.  The  work  must  begin 
immediately  and  be  completed  before  February  10,  1912.  The 
contract  price  is  $159  per  mile. 


VISALIA,  CAL. — The  Board  of  Supervisors  has  passed  an 
ordinance  granting  the  Pacific  Light  &  Power  Corporation  a 
franchise  to  construct  and  for  a  period  of  30  years  operate 
an  electric  tower  and  pole  and  wire  system  upon  certain 
public  highways  in  the  county  of  Tulare. 

WENDELL,  IDAHO.— Lafayette  Hanchett  of  Salt  Lake 
City,  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  National  Cop- 
per Bank  at  that  place,  while  visiting  this  city,  stated  that 
work  will  start  shortly  on  the  Thousand  Springs  power  plant. 
The  enterprise  is  backed  by  controlling  interests  in  the  Na- 
tional Copper  Bank  and  warrants  its  completion.  The  West- 
inghouse  Machinery  Company  will  furnish  the  power  plant 
machinery.  The  plant  will  cost  $500,000  and  will  generate 
5000  h.p.  at  a  cost  of  $500,000. 


TELEPHONE  AND  TELEGRAPH 

MARIPOSA,  CAL. — The  Supervisors  have  granted  the 
petitipn  of  James  D.  Westfall  and  others  for  the  erection  of  a 
private  telephone  line  on  and  across  the  public  roads  of  Road 
District  No.  5. 

BBLLINGHAM,  WASH. — The  Farmers'  Mutual  Telephone 
Company  is  to  start  work  on  the  building  of  a  new  trunk 
telephone  line  from  Bellingham  to  Sumas,  according  to  an- 
nouncement made  by  General  Manager  Don  D.   Clark. 

RED  BLUFF,  CAL. — The  Tehama  County  Telephone 
Company  has  commenced  the  construction  of  its  long-distance 
line,  running  south  from  Red  Bluff,  stringing  its  wires  on  the 
Postal  Telegraph  Company's  poles.  Heretofore  this  com- 
pany has  confined  its  operations  to  local  service  in  Red  Bluff 
and  Corning  and  in  outlying  districts. 


WATERWORKS. 

ELLENSBURG,  WASH.— Bids  will  be  received  by  J.  A. 
Crimp,  city  clerk,  of  this  city,  up  to  November  20th,  for  elec- 
tric light  and  power  bonds  in  the  aggregate  sum  of  $110,000. 

BURLINGAME,  CAL. — Burlingame  proposes  to  install  a 
municipal  water  system  and  following  the  recommendation 
of  the  water  commission,  the  trustees  appropriated  $1000 
to  prepare  plans.  The  water  commission  consists  of  Eric 
Langel,  Victor  H.  Woods,  E.  F.  Verrill,  Dr.  H.  d'Arcy,  A.  M. 
Power  and   C.  J.   McGregor. 

TUCSON,  ARIZ.— The  City  Council  and  Board  of  Trade 
are  busy  planning  for  a  water  supply  for  the  city.  The  city 
has  plenty  of  machinery,  but  it  is  not  properly  placed,  and 
the  main  supply  pipes  are  not  large  enough.  •  It  is  possible 
that  a  large  storage  and  pressure  reservoir  may  be  built 
in  the  near  future,  especially  for  fire  protection. 

PASCO,  WASH. — A  contract  has  been  awarded  by  the 
council  to  Evans-Dickson  Company,  electrical  engineers,  of 
Tacoma,  for  furnishing  84  ornamental  street  lights  at  $7000. 
The  casting  required  will  be  furnished  by  the  Olympic 
Foundry  Company,  Argo  Station,  Seattle,  which  holds  patent 
rights  on  the  design  of  post  selected  by  the  City  Council. 

REDDING,  CAL. — W.  A.  Cooper,  secretary  of  the  Mount 
Shasta  Power  Company,  has  filed  a  waiver  on  the  part 
of  the  Central  Pacific  Railroad  Company,  in  considera- 
tion of  $12,000  for  all  damages  that  may  accrue  to  its  prop- 
erty because  of  the  diversion  of  water  from  Pit  River  in 
the  Big  Bend.  The  waiver  also  includes  the  right  of  way 
for  pole  lines.  The  point  of  diversion  for  the  Mt.  Shasta 
Power  Company  is  three  miles  up  the  Pit  from  the  point 
of  diversion  for  the  Northern  California  Power  Company's 
120,000  h.p.  project.  The  Mt.  Shasta  Power  Company  has 
been  doing  considerable  work  on  the  quiet.  Work  on  the 
tunnel  that  is  to  be  150  feet  less  than  seven  miles  in  length 
was  commenced  last  fall  and  over  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  the 
tunnel  has  been  dug.  The  fall  at  the  outlet  of  the  tunnel 
and  canal  will  be  900  feet. 
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THE  OREGON  POWER  COMPANY 

BT    A.    H.    HALLORAN. 


Oregon's  most  famous  valley  is  that  of  the  Wil- 
lamette, whose  thirty-mile  width  parallels  the  lofty 
crest  of  the  Cascades  for  nearly  one  hundred  and  fifty 
miles  to  its  junction  with  the  mighty  Columbia.  At 
the  head  of  this  great  valley,  checkered  with  fields 
and   orchards   and   flanked   by   mighty   forests   of  fir, 


The  several  electric  power,  gas  and  water  plants 
which  supply  the  needs  of  this  community  were  ac- 
quired by  the  Oregon  Power  Company,  May  1,  1910, 
and  the  various  improvements  and  extensions  which 
have  been  completed  since  that  time  make  their  de- 
scription a  matter  of  present  interest. 


Interior    of    Oregon     Power    Company's     Springfield    Plant. 


stands  the  thriving  city  of  Eugene,  and  for  fifty  miles 
to  the  north  the  transmission  lines  of  the  Oregon 
Power  Company  distribute  light  and  power  to  a  busy 
and  prosperous  people. 

Nature  has  endowed  this  country  with  fertile  soil, 
a  beneficent  climate,  abundant  waterpower,  great  min- 
eral wealth  and  tremendous  timber  resources.  Man 
has  created  an  environment  of  culture  and  refinement 
by  the  establishment  of  two  State  colleges,  at  Eugene 
and  at  Corvallis,  which  are  attracting  a  most  desirable 
class  of  homeseekers. 


The  company  maintains  its  principal  office  at 
Eugene  with  generating  plants  at  Springfield,  Albany 
and  Dallas.  These  and  intermediate  towns  are  tied 
together  by  an  extensive  network  of  high  voltage 
transmission  lines. 

Springfield  Steam  Plant. 

The  company's  largest  plant  is  at  Springfield, 
3y2  miles  east  of  Eugene  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Wil- 
lamette, the  two  towns  being  connected  by  electric 
railway.     This  plant  has  a  capacity  of  3000  kw.   in 
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Exterior    of    Springfield    Plant   After    Fire. 


three    steam    turbine    units,    generating    three-phase 
power  at  60  cycles,  2300  volts. 

I  These  units  comprise  a  2500  k.v.a.  horizontal  Cur- 
tis turbine  generator,  operated  at  1800  r.p.m.,  and 
two  500  kw.  horizontal  Allis-Chalmers  machines,  oper- 
at^ed  at  3600  r.p.m.  Excitation  current  is  furnished 
by  three  35  kw.,  125  volt  dynamos  driven  by  horizontal 
Curtis  turbines. 

The  control  of  this  apparatus  is  exercised  through 
a  13  panel  switchboard  on  the  main  generator  floor. 
These  panels  comprise  four  generator  sections  (one 
blank  for  future  2000  kw.  unit)  three  exciter  sections, 
one  Tirrill  regulator,  four  feeder  panels  and  one  small 
arc  light  panel  for  the  street  lights  of  Springfield.  All 
the  connections  between  the  machines  and  the  switch- 
board are  made  with  asbestos  covered  cables  run  in 
tile  ducts. 

Steam  is  furnished  at  150  to  160  lb.  pressure  by 
two  500  h.p.  Stirling  boilers  and  three  Cahall  water 
tube  boilers,  one  of  400  and  two  of  300  h.p.  The  plant 
is  of  peculiar  interest  on  account  of  the  fact  that  saw- 
dust is  used  as  fuel,  each  boiler  being  equipped  with 
Dutch  ovens  for  this  purpose.  These  ovens  feed  from 
above  through  a  chain  conveyor  from  the  mill. 

.  This  plant  was  built  within  100  ft.  of  the  Booth- 
Kelly  Lumber  Company's  mill  which  was  burned  to 
the  ground  in  July  of  this  year  and  which  was  the 
source  of  sawdust  and  slab  wood  for  fuel.  That  the 
power  plant  was  not  burned  confirms  the  wisdom  of 
the  company's  engineers  in  advocating  a  fire-proof 
station  in  spite  of  its  greater  cost  as  compared  with 
a  wooden  building  and  corrugated  iron  covering. 

The  building  is  a  brick  structure  on  concrete 
foundations  with  a  concrete  pit  containing  the  auxil- 
iary apparatus  below  the  generator  floor.  The  roof 
is  a  wooden  truss  covered  with  asbestos  shingles  and 
the  windows  are  of  wire  glass.     Although  the  heat 


from  the  fire  was  so  intense  on  the  mill  side  of  the 
station  that  a  man  protected  with  wet  sacks  could  stay 
there  but  a  few  seconds,  the  wire  glass  windows  with- 
stood the  test.  The  glass  was  cracked  in  many 
places  but  did  not  fall  out,  which  is  'the  only  reason 
that  the  station  equipment  was  not  damaged.  If  this 
fire  had  penetrated  to  the  rear  of  the  switchboards, 
which  stand  closely  to  the  windows,  it  would  probably 
have  so  badly  short  circuited  the  bus  and  feeders  that 
the  system  would  have  been  tied  up  for  a  much  longer 
time. 

The  fuel  bin,  conveyor  house  and  conveyor  ma- 
chinery was  almost  totally  destroyed  by  this  fire. 
These  buildings  were  wooden  structures  and  could  not 
be  saved  when  the  water  supply  ran  out,  due  to  the 
destruction  of  the  gate  to  the  log  pond.  In  addition 
to  this  about  1500  feet  of  poles  and  feeder  circuits 
running  from  the  power  station  toward  the  step-up 
substation  some  2500  ft.  distant  were  burned.  The 
destruction  of  these  lines  interrupted  service  to  the 
entire  district,'  but  due  to  the  heroic  efforts  of  the 
operating  and  construction  forces  they  were  tempor- 
arily rebuilt  and  service  from  the  Springfield  plant  re- 
stored in  less  than  twenty  hours  from  the  time  of  the 
interruption.  In  the  meantime,  a  part  of  the  Eugene 
load  was  carried  by  the  Albany  hydroelectric  plant, 
some  45  miles  away. 

After  the  supply  of  refuse  and  hogged  material 
from  the  Booth-Kelly  mill  was  cut  oS,  the  company 
was  compelled  to  burn  slab  wood  shipped  in  from 
neighboring  mills  until  a  small  fuel  bin  with  a  motor 
driven  hog  and  chain  conveyor  could  be  completed. 
The  slab  wood  is  delivered  from  the  cars  to  the  hog, 
a  cast  iron  drum  containing  a  set  of  revolving  knives 
which  reduce  it  to  very  small  chips.  This  is  con- 
veyed to  the  bins  with  one  conveyor  and  from  the  bin 
to  the  Dutch  ovens  over  the  boilers  in  another.    The 
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increase  in  evaporation  from  hogged  slab  wood  over 
unhogged  slab  wood  is  about  15  per  cent.  This  im- 
provement in  efficiency,  as  well  as  the  saving  in  han- 
dling expense,  fully  warranted  the  investment  in  this 
equipment. 

As  an  insurance  against  interruption  of  service 
due  to  the  possible  burning  of  the  mills  which  are 
now  furnishing  slab  wood  to  the  power  company,  all 
the  boilers  are  being  equipped  with  an  oil-burning 
system  having  an  oil  storage  capacity  of  50,000  gallons 
of  fuel  oil  in  two  steel  drums  buried  underground  near 
the  boiler  room.  This  supply  of  oil  will  carry  the 
present  load  for  about  two  weeks.  The  oil-burning 
system  will  not  only  serve  as  a  relay  when  the  supply 
of  slab  wood  is  interrupted  but  will  be  used  in  con- 
junction with  the  hog-feed  when  sudden  increases  in 
load  make  unusual  demands  on  the  boilers  that  cannot 
be  taken  care  of  quickly  enough  with  hog-feed.  The 
burners  are  installed  in  the  rear  of  the  furnace,  the 
flame  being  projected  toward  the  front  where  the  cone- 
shaped   pile  of  hog-feed  is  burning. 

Transmission. 

Power  is  generated  at  2300  volts  at  Springfield  as 
well  as  the  other  power  plants  and  is  transmitted  at 
33,000  volts  over  the  longer  lines  and  at  11,- 
500  over  the  shorter,  being  subsequently  dis- 
tributed at  2300  volts.  No.  4  solid  copper  wire  is 
used  for  the  33,000  volt  lines  which  are  designed 
for  an  ultimate  voltage  of  66,000.  No.  2  bare 
wire  is  used  for  most  of  the  11,500  volt  transmission, 
though  there  are  12  miles  of  No.  3  aluminum  between 
Albany  and  Corvallis.  Cedar  poles  and  fir  cross-arms 
are  used  throughout,  the  33,000  volt  line  also  carrying 
the  11,500  volt  conductor  beneath  the  high  tension 
wires  for  most  of  its  distance. 

Power  from  the  Springfield  steam  plant  is  taken 
at  2300  volts,  2500  ft.  to  the  Springfield  substation 
through  two  sets  of  300,000  circular  mil  copper  con- 
ductors, another  feeder  being  used  for  local  dis- 
tribution. This  station  has  two  banks  of  three  500 
kw.  General  Electric  water  cooled  transformers,  one 
bank  raising  to  11,500  volts  for  transmission  3J^  miles 
to  Eugene  and  15  miles  to  Harrisburg,  and  the  other 
bank  to  33,000  volts  for  transmission  45  miles  to  the 
Albany  substation.  The  same  pole  line  carries  the  33,- 
000  and  11,500  volt  conductors  to  Harrisburg  where 
the  latter  terminate.  From  Harrisburg  a  2300  volt 
line  runs  to  Junction  City,  four  miles  distant. 

At  Eugene  a  small  brick  substation  has  been  con- 
structed in  which  are  installed  three  500  kw.-11500- 
2300  volt  step-down  transformers,  one  300  kw.  syn- 
chronous motor  generator  set  furnishing  500  volts 
direct  current  to  the  street  railway  system  (inde- 
pendent) in  Eugene,  and  one  100  light  tub  trans- 
former with  all  necessary  feeder  panels  and  arresters. 

The  Albany  substation  is  similar  in  design  to  that 
at  Springfield  and  steps  down  from  33,000  to  2300  volts 
for  local  distribution  and  to  11.500  volts  for  transmis- 
sion back  over  the  same  pole  line  to  the  towns  of 
Tangent,  Shedds,  Halsey  and  Brownsville.  Another 
11,500  volt  line  runs  12  miles  from  Albany  to  Corval- 
lis whence  it  extends  seven  miles  to  Philomath. 

With  the  exception  of  the  main  substations  at 
Springfield,  Eugene,  Albany  and  Corvallis,  all  voltage 


transformations  are  made  at  open  air  pole-type  trans- 
former stations,  voltage  being  reduced  from  11,500  to 
2300.  The  lighting  circuits  are  110-220  volt  three-wire 
in  congested  districts  and  two  wire  in  the  outlying 
territory. 

Automatic  oil  switches  with  inverse  time  limit 
relays  are  connected  on  both  the  low  and  high  ten- 
sion sides  of  the  transformers  in  the  main  substations 
which  are  also  equipped  with  aluminum  cell  lightning- 
arresters   mounted  on   the   upper  floor   with   the  high 
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Springfield   Substation. 

tension  switches.  The  incoming  and  outgoing  high 
tension  lines  enter  through  roof  insulators  attached  to 
conical   concrete   supports  of  local   design. 

The  Albany  Plant. 

The  generating  plant  at  Albany  consists  of  one  200 
kw.  and  one  300  kw.  General  Electric,  2300  volt,  three- 
phase,  60  cycle,  revolving  field  generator  belt  driven 
from  a  line  shaft.  This  shaft  in  turn  may  be  driven 
either  by  two  350  h.p.  Piatt  Iron  Works  horizontal 
turbines  operating  under  an  average  head  of  25  ft. 
or  by  a  400  h.p.  Bates-Corliss  engine.  Steam  is  fur- 
nished by  three  150  h.p.  Cahall  water  tube  boilers. 
The  engine  and  boilers  are  put  into  service  onh'  when 
the   Springfield-Albany   service  is  interrupted. 

The  Dallas  Plant. 

The  steam  plant  at  Dallas  is  not  yet  tied  in  with 
the  main  transmission  line  and  serves  the  towns  of 
Dallas,  Monmouth  and  Independence.  The  power 
plant  adjoins  the  mill  of  the  Dallas  Lumber  &  Log- 
ging Company,  where  sawdust  and  mill  refuse  is  ob- 
tained for  fuel.  The  equipment  consists  of  two  200 
kw.,  2300  volt,  three-phase  revolving  field  General 
Electric  alternators  belted  to  Corliss  engines,  one 
being  an  18x48  Hofifman  &  Billings  and  the  other  18x 
42  Lane  &  Bodley.  A  z^y'i  kw.  exciter  is  belted  to  each 
of  the  generator  shafts. 

The  steam  is  supplied  by  two  312  h.p.  Babcock  & 
Wilcox  boilers  and  one  400  h.p.  Stirling  boiler,  all 
equipped  with  Dutch  ovens  for  burning  sawdust.  Fuel 
economy  being  no  great  object  and  condensing  water 
being  expensive,  this  plant  is  run  non-condensing. 
Mill  refuse  is  used  only  when  there  is  not  enough 
sawdust. 
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The  Dallas  plant  will  eventually  be  tied  in  with 
the  rest  of  the  system,  thus  giving  82  miles  of  trans- 
mission lines.  The  company  owns  a  waterpower  site 
in  the  McKenzie  River  which  will  be  valuable  when- 
ever the  power  demands  of  the  district  warrant  its 
development. 

Aside  from  the  lighting  load,  the  company's  chief 
consumers  are  the  electric  railways  at  Albany  and 
Eugene,  the  various  planing  mills  of  the  vicinity  and 
an  increasing  number  of  irrigation  pumping  plants. 
Electric  power  is  also  used  for  pumping  the  water 
supply  of  Albany  and  Independence,  these  plants  being- 
owned  and  operated  by  the  Oregon  Power  Company. 

Eugene  Gas   Plant. 

The  company  owns  and  operates  the  gas  works  in 
Eugene  which  supplies  gas  through  a  low  pressure 
system  (3  in.)  to  Eugene  and  a  high  pressure  system 
of  5  lb.  to  Springfield.  The  Springfield  gas  is  trans- 
mitted 33^  miles  through  a  4  in.  line  at  20  lb.  pres- 
sure and  then  reduced  to  a  distributing  pressure  of 
5  lb.  The  new  water  gas  plant,  which  has  just  been 
completed,  has  a  daily  capacity  of  500,000  cu.  ft.  as 
against  a  daily  capacity  of  60,000  cu.  ft.  of  the  old  gas 
plant,  which  it  displaced.  The  new  holder  has  a 
capacity  of  150,000  cu.  ft.  which  will  supply  the  pres- 
ent needs  of  the  two  towns  for  over  48  hours.  This 
large  holder  is  supplemented  with  a  small  auxiliary 
holder  of  20,000  cu.  ft.  capacity.  Crude  oil  is  used 
under  the  boilers  for  generating  steam  used  in  gas 
making  and  distillate  is  used  in  combination  with  the 
steam  in  the  manufacturing  process. 

When  this  plant  was  taken  over  there  were  but 
1134  miles  of  mains  which  have  now  been  replaced 
by  33  miles  of  large  size,  ample  mains.  A  most  aggres- 
sive campaign  has  been  conducted  to  increase  the 
number  of  consumers  and  the  volume  of  gas  required 
and  a  general  reduction  in  rates  has  been  effected. 

The  Oregon  Power  Company  is  under  the  con- 
trol and  management  of  H.  M.  Byllesby  &  Company 
of  Chicago,  M.  D.  Spencer  being  district  manager  at 
Eugene  at  the  time  this  article  was  written.  Subse- 
quently Mr.  Spencer  took  charge  of  the  company's 
interests  in  northern  Washington  and  has  been  suc- 
ceeded by  R.  M.  Jennings. 


N.  E.  L.  A.  CONVENTION  AT  SEATTLE. 

The  annual  convention  of  the  National  Electric 
Light  Association  will  be  held  in  the  state  armory  at 
Seattle  June  9  to  15,  1912.  This  building  has  a  con- 
vention hall  with  a  floor  area  of  6000  sq.  ft.  in  addi- 
tion to  a  gallery  and  two  smaller  meeting  rooms.  It 
also  has  an  area  of  8000  sq.  ft.  for  exhibition  purposes. 

In  addition  to  the  technical  and  commercial  ses- 
sions, the  various  manufacturers  will  present  an  ex- 
tensive exhibit  of  electrical  apparatus. 

The  railroads  will  give  special  round-trip  rates 
from  Eastern  points  with  full  choice  of  routing.  W.  J. 
Grambs  of  Seattle  has  charge  of  these  arrangements 
locally. 

As  the  association  already  has  nearly  ten  thou- 
sand members  a  large  attendance  is  anticipated  at  this 
first  Western  convention.  The  Pacific  Coast  mem- 
bers plan  to  make  this  the  most  notable  meeting  in 
the  history  of  the  organization. 


PLANT  VALUATIONS. 

BY    W.    D.    SCOTT. 

In  the  days  of  small  industries,  when  it  became 
necessary  to  take  account  of  stock  for  the  purpose 
of  finding  the  standing  of  an  enterprise,  or  in  the  event 
of  a  contemplated  sale,  the  task  was  not  one  of  great 
magnitude  as  compared  with  that  of  placing  a  value 
upon  the  property  of  any  of  the  larger  enterprises  of 
the  present  time.  Take  for  example,  an  inventory  of 
a  general  merchandise  business.  An  actual  count  and 
appraisement  of  the  tangible  property  was  limited  to 
one,  or  at  the  most,  a  few  buildings  and  their  contents. 
There  remained  but  the  accounts  receivable  and  ac- 
counts payable  to  complete  the  tangible  property. 
There  was  but  one  intangible  asset — "the  good  will" 
that  something,  the  personnel  of  the  busine.sr,  or- 
ganization which  had  built  up  the  standing  of  the 
business  in  the  community  which  it  served  and  which 
in  turn,  contributed  to  its  existence. 

Today  we  have  a  newer  and  larger  term  in  more 
or  less  common  use,  to  an  extent  synonymous  with 
good  will,  "going  value."  This  term  means  not  only 
the  feeling  of  the  community  toward  any  particular 
enterprise,  but  further  represents  the  organization 
effort,  the  time,  money  and  men  spent  in  bringing 
from  nothing  a  properly  co-ordinated  whole,  which 
will  perform  the  functions  of  any  particular  enterprise 
with  maximum  efficiency. 

Take  a  large  enterprise  which  has  been  estab- 
lished for  any  considerable  period.  Consider  its  tan- 
gible property  and  the  number  of  points  of  valuation 
to  be  determined.  We  have  book  value,  first  cost  in 
service,  reproduction  cost,  and  present  value  for  prop- 
erty, which  may  be  scattered  over  an  area  of  thou.^- 
ands  of  square  miles. 

Let  us  first  consider  book  value.  It  might  at  .Irst 
sight  appear  as  though  the  physical  appraisement  of 
a  property  should  not  consider  this  item,  but  there 
are  two  radically  opposed  systems  of  accounting  which 
will  influence  any  comparative  figures. 

There  is  the  theory  of  accounting  which  has  as  a 
basis  that  plant,  like  matter,  is  indestructible;  that 
a  capital  expenditure,  once  made,  is  permanent;  and 
that  even  though  the  plant  itself  may  have  been  re- 
placed by  new  construction,  the  enterprise  is  entitled 
to  charge  such  rates  for  its  service  as  will  enable  it  to 
pay  a  reasonable  return  upon  its  entire  investment. 

For  instance,  take  as  an  example  a  railroad  which 
had,  in  the  early  days  of  its  development,  built  into  a 
comparatively  unsettled  community.  The  roadbed 
was  of  necessity  lightly  constructed,  the  grades  were 
heavy,  the  bridges  were  light.  Had  this  sort  of  con- 
struction not  been  placed,  the  enterprise  would  not 
have  been  able  to  sell  its  transportation  at  a  figure 
which  would  attract  the  maximum  traffic  and  paj'  a 
reasonable  return  upon  the  investment. 

The  community  grows,  and  to  provide  adequate 
facilities  for  the  increased  traffic,  it  becomes  necessary 
to  replace  the  light  bridges,  reduce  the  grades  and  per- 
haps change  entire  stretches  of  the  right-of-way.  Now 
it  is  argued  that  without  the  first  track,  those  light 
bridges  and  the  heavy  grades,  this  second  and  im- 
proved construction  could  not  have  existed.     Hence, 
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a  rate  should  be  charged  for  the  present  service  ren- 
dered, which  will  not  only  pay  on  the  existing  invest- 
ment, but  the  present  rate  for  service  should  include 
an  earning  on  the  capital  investment  made  on  the  or- 
iginal plant,  although  the  original  plant  may  have  dis- 
appeared. 

In  counter  distinction  to  the  foregoing  is  a  system 
of  accounting  which  considers  providing  a  fund  to  be 
laid  aside  out  of  earnings,  that  will  provide  for  new 
plant,  when  existing  plant  has  to  be  replaced  because 
of  inadequacy,  obsolescence  and  decay  or  deteriora- 
tion from  natural  and  usual  causes.  In  theory  with 
this  system  of  accounting,  the  plant  is  always  main- 
tained at  a  point  near  its  cost  in  service  value,  through 
maintenance. 

It  has  been  held  that  the  item  of  depreciation 
should  be  applied  to  keeping  a  property  up  to  its  in 
service  value,  but  some  of  the  larger  corporations 
have  considered  that  the  term  depreciation  covers  only 
such  expenditures  as  are  to  be  made  to  cover  expected 
replacements  necessary,  through  inadequacy,  obsoles- 
cence and  decay  or  deterioration ;  as  previously  men- 
tioned. Repairs  cover  such  expense  as  is  necessary  to 
replace  short  lived  parts,  or  to  otherwise  keep  the  prop- 
erty in  a  state  of  proper  operating  efficiency.  Repairs  to 
be  taken  care  of  from  current  earnings  and  to  be  con- 
sidered as  a  direct  operating  expense — while  depre- 
ciation is  taken  care  of  from  a  fund  set  aside  out  of 
the  earnings  and  gradually  allowed  to  accumulate 
during  the  useful  life  of  property. 

An  instance  is  called  to  mind  concerning  a  munici- 
pal investigation  covering  rates  of  a  public  service  cor- 
poration, in  which  the  statements  of  its  experts  in  the 
rate  making  regulation  were  contrasted  with  the  state- 
ments of  the  same  experts  at  a  previous  inquiry  re- 
garding taxes.  It  was  a  hard  matter  to  make  clear 
to  the  investigating  body  why  a  property  might  justly 
have  one  value  for  rate  adjustment  and  another  quite 
lower  value  for  the  purposes  of  taxation. 

First  cost  in  service  valuations  will  apply  more 
generally  to  the  affairs  of  the  company  itself,  and  serve 
as  a  check  upon  the  actual  construction  of  the  plant. 
Their  greatest  value  aside  from  their  use  in  prepara- 
tion of  cost  studies  for  additions  is  that  of  placing 
an  original  value  upon  plant  displaced  through  new 
construction.  In  order  that  the  book  value  of  any 
property  may  be  in  strict  accordance  with  the  actual 
plant,  it  is  necessar)'  to  credit  the  construction  account 
with  such  removals  as  may  be  made  from  time  to 
time.  This  credit  should  represent  in  value  what 
such  plant  cost  originally  and  it  should  include  all 
charges  both  direct  and  indirect,  which  have  entered 
into  the  cost  of  the  work.  It  is  not  sufficient  to  credit 
the  construction  account  with  the  bare  cost  of  labor 
and  material,  but  other  expense  such  as  general  office, 
supervision,  engineering  and  interest  on  the  sum  in- 
vested during  the  construction  in  process  period, 
should  be  added  to  the  bare  expense  of  actually  per- 
forming the  work. 

Reproduction  cost,  or  as  it  is  sometimes  defined, 
the  cost  to  reproduce  new,  is  the  value  more  generally 
made  use  of  in  preparing  figures  for  a  physical  valua- 
tion of  a  property.  In  order  to  arrive  at  such  re- 
production cost  figures,  a  detailed  summary  of  all 
units  comprising  the  physical  plant,  such  as  material 
(supplies  on  hand),  equipment,  buildings,  property  and 


rights  of  way,  together  with  their  respective  costs 
taken  as  of  a  certain  date,  are  summarized  to  accord 
with  the  plant  and  propert}^  as  it  exists  at  that  date. 
Such  a  compilation  of  data  might  be  called  an  inven- 
tory, and  falls  logically  into  four  distinct  parts :  the 
collection  of  field  data,  the  making  of  summaries,  the 
appraisement,  and  the  determination  of  the  amount  of 
construction  in  process. 

In  making  the  appraisement,  if  figures  represent- 
ing the  unit  cost  prevalent  at  the  time  the  valuation  is 
prepared,  are  used,  some  items  will  be  found  which 
cost  more  to  construct  at  the  time  of  their  placing  in 
service,  than  they  would  at  the  time  of  taking  the  in- 
ventory, due  to  advancement  in  the  art  or  improved 
organization  methods.  As  a  balance  against  this 
there  will  be  other  items  which  undoubtedly  are  worth 
more  in  the  present  instance  than  they  were  at  the 
time  the  construction  was  placed.  For  instance,  it 
might  be  cited  that  should,  through  municipal  legis- 
lation or  far  sightedness,  a  public  service  corporation 
place  underground  construction  on  unpaved  streets, 
which,  after  the  laying  of  this  construction,  were 
paved,  it  would  be  only  right  and  just  that  the  cor- 
poration in  question  should  have  the  right  to  con- 
sider the  underground  construction  so  laid,  as  to  have 
appreciated  in  value  by  the  additional  cost  which 
would  be  entailed  should  it  be  necessary  for  them  to 
place  this  construction  in  pavement  rather  than  in 
the  unpaved  streets'  as  was  originally  done. 

It  is  thought  that  lack  of  consideration  of  this 
just  appreciation  has  existed  in  various  rate  inquiries 
and  that  in  one  or  two  instances  the  investigating 
bodies  have  not  allowed  for  this  appreciation,  but  when 
it  is  considered  that  in  the  taxation  of  any  property, 
its  accrued  value,  due  to  the  growth  of  the  community 
is  used  as  a  basis  of  assessment,  it  would  appear  no 
more  than  just  to  allow  for  appreciation  of  properties 
in  the  taking  of  inventories  on  physical  equipment. 

After  having  obtained  the  necessary  data  and 
placed  upon  it  a  value,  the  serious  question  of  depre- 
ciation must  next  be  determined.  Considerable  mis- 
understanding has  existed  with  regard  to  the  term  de- 
preciation and  the  term  is  used  in  more  or  less  con- 
tradictory language  even  in  court  decisions.  Web- 
ster defines  depreciation  as  "the  act  or  state  of  lessen- 
ing the  worth  of,"  and  the  depreciation  of  a  property 
should  not  be  confused  with  the  method  of  laying  aside 
funds  for  its  ultimate  replacement.  While  the  fund 
may  be  called  depreciation  reserve,  or  it  may  be  called 
replacement  reserve,  this  fund  itself  should  not  be  con- 
fused with  the  actual  lessening  in  worth  of  rhe  prop- 
erty. 

Some  of  the  larger  corporations  have  carefully 
estimated  how  long  the  various  units  which  go  tovvard 
making  up  their  entire  plant  will  remain  in  service 
— not  alone  wearing  value,  but  also  considering  the 
time  at  which  the  particular  part  of  the  plant  under 
consideration,  will  of  necessity  have  to  be  replaced, 
through  inadequacy,  or  improvements  in  the  art.  It 
is  often,  in  larger  projects,  impossible  to  estimate  on 
an  original  investment  beyond  a  given  period,  because 
if  this  is  done,  too  large  a  capital  expenditure  would 
be  necessitated  in  the  first  place,  and  it  becomes  pref- 
erable to  take  a  basis  of  15,  20  or  25  years  as  the  re- 
placement period  for  some  of  the  particular  portions  of 
the   plant;   not   because   these  particular   items   have 
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become  defective  through  use,  but  liecause  they  would 
have  become  inadequate  through  growth  of  the  com- 
munity,  or  obsolescent   through    improvement. 

It  has  been  suggested  by  some  that  in  a  large 
corporation  it  is  unnecessary  to  set  aside  a  deprecia- 
tion fund — that  the  plant  as  a  whole  would  be  so  large 
and  contain  so  many  different  parts  which  are  being 
replaced  from  time  to  time  that  the  depreciation  fund 
becomes  unnecessary,  and  that  repairs  made  out  of  the 
current  earnings  will  take  entire  care  of  the  lessening 
in  worth  of  the  property.  With  any  large  plant  at  the 
present  time,  particularly  those  of  the  electrical  in- 
dustry, the  development  of  the  art  has  not  reached 
such  stability  as  will  permit  of  any  such  gradual  re- 
newals. In  fact,  it  might  be  generally  assumed  that 
there  are  cycles  of  replacement  periods,  and  that 
should  no  fund  have  been  provided  as  a  reserve  for 
replacements,  for  two  or  three  years  during  these  ex- 
tensive replacement  periods,  the  dividend  and  earning 
power  would  be  greatly  impaired. 

It  is  thought,  in  connection  with  a  plant  valua- 
tion, the  figures  of  which  are  to  be  used  in  connection 
with  the  matter  of  establishing  rates,  that  no  deprecia- 
tion should  be  allowed  below  an  in-service  value — 
that  is,  to  maintain  an  efficient  operating  organization, 
and  to  give  satisfactory  service,  the  plant  would  not 
be  allowed  to  depreciate,  as  a  whole,  much  below  its 
reproduction  cost.  Should  however,  the  figures  pre- 
pared be  used  as  a  basis  for  taxation,  the  property 
should  be  allowed  to  appreciate  to  a  point  near  its  re- 
sale value.  In  other  words,  its  actual  present  worth 
should  be  taken  as  a  basis   for  taxation. 

The  Ford  Franchise  Tax  Commission  of  the  State 
of  New  York  has  taken  this  into  account,  and  has 
allowed,  in  the  fixing  of  taxes,  corporations  to  reduce 
their  underground  conduit  construction  to  a  zero  value, 
on  an  annual  depreciation  basis  of  3  per  cent.  Other 
portions  of  the  plant  they  have  permitted  reducing  to 
a  10  per  cent  value.  On  other  portions  they  require 
that  a  75  per  cent  value  should  be  maintained,  claim- 
ing that  on  account  of  the  intricate  and  delicate  parts 
of  the  mechanism,  that  should  the  property  depre- 
ciate beyond  75  per  cent  of  its  value,  it  would  be 
impossible  to  render  efficient  service  and  retain  this 
part  of  the  equipment  in  use.  The  value  of  the  phys- 
ical properties,  it  must  of  course  be  recognized;  has 
no  relation  whatever  to  the  amount  of  money  the  cor- 
poration may  have  to  its  credit  in  the  bank ;  nor  have 
rates  for  service,  so  far  as  we  have  ever  heard,  been 
based  on  the  amount  of  the  company's  surplus  or  re- 
serve funds. 

In  conclusion  one  should  remember  that  while  the 
engineer  must  recognize  the  loss  of  value  where  it  ac- 
tually is,  and  make  deductions  for  properties  that 
have  been  worn  out  or  superseded,  he  should  not  be 
misled  into  including  hypothetical  or  academic  values. 
In  order  to  make  the  present  value  figures  for  any 
inventory  or  actual  worth,  it  is  necessary  that  the 
plant  as  a  whole  be  carefully  investigated  and  that 
particular  attention  be  paid  to  the  matter  of  present 
value.  This  can  only  be  arrived  at  by  an  actual  ex- 
amination of  the  property  in  question  by  persons  thor- 
oughly familiar  with  all  of  the  features  of  the  partic- 
ular enterprise  under  consideration. 


UNITED  STATES  OIL  INVESTIGATION. 

The  United  States  Bureau  of  Mines,  in  following 
out  its  investigations  into  petroleum,  has  just  issued 
Bulletin  No.  19,  on  the  Physical  and  Chemical  Prop- 
erties of  the  Petroleum  of  the  San  Joaquin  Valley, 
California,  by  Irving  C.  Allen  and  W.  A.  Jacobs.  In 
detailing  the  investigations  which  are  to  be  conducted 
by  the  Bureau  of  Mines,  the  authors  say  in  their  in- 
troduction : 

"Realizing  the  great  importance  and  wide  appli- 
cation of  petroleum  and  its  products  for  fuel,  lighting 
and  lubrication,  and  the  absence  of  authentic  and  com- 
prehensive information  in  the  literature  on  the  com- 
mercial value  of  American  petroleums,  the  United 
States  Geological  Survey  has  for  a  number  of  years 
been  making  analyses  and  other  examinations  of  these 
oils  and  their  products.  In  1907  the  technologic 
branch  of  the  Survey  began  a  study  of  certain  eco- 
nomic problems  having  to  do  with  the  natural  min- 
eral oils.  The  prime  object  of  the  investigations  was 
to  determine  the  economic  value  of  the  petroleums 
and  natural  gases  in  the  United  States  with  special 
icference  to  the  supplies  in  the  public  lands,  and  to 
ascertain  how  these  resources  could  be  utilized  in  the 
industries  wtih  the  least  waste  and  greatest  efficiency. 

"This  work,  which  is  now  being  conducted  by  the 
petroleum  section  of  the  Bureau  of  Mines  under 
authority  of  the  act  of  May  16,  1910,  will  include  the 
collection  at  the  wells  and  refineries  of  information  as 
to  the  following  details  : 

"Facilities  for  handling  and  storage  at  the  wells. 
Facilities  for  transportation,  whether  by  pipe  line,  rail, 
or  water. 

"Distance  to  the  nearest  port  or  center  of  industry 
and  time  necessary  for  delivery.  Facilities  for  stor- 
age at  such  point  of  delivery.  Suitability  of  the  crude 
oil  for  fuel,  or  the  treatment  necessar}'  to  convert  it 
most  economically  into  the  best  fuel;  best  processes 
of  refining  or  of  converting  the  crude  oil  into  its  many 
products ;  the  examination  of  these  products ;  the  util- 
izaition  of  the  by-products  and  residues  of  the  refin- 
eries; the  collection  of  adequate  and  reliable  samples, 
and  the  complete  chemical  and  physical  examination 
of  these  samples  in  the  laboratory. 

"It  is  hoped  that  the  information  thus  obtained 
will  render  possible  the  establishing  of  suitable  speci- 
fications for  gasolines,  kerosenes,  certain  lubricants, 
and  fuel  oils.  In  the  near  future  a  study  will  also  be 
made  of  the  problems  involved  in  the  most  economical 
utilization  of  the  heavy  crude  oils  in  the  various  types 
of  internal-combustion  engines. 

"The  gas-producer  problem,  because  of  its  im- 
portance, will  also  be  investigated,  as  a  producer  cap- 
able of  converting  the  heavy  oil  residues  directly  and 
completely  into  a  combustible  gas  would  be  of  para- 
mount value  to  the  oil  industry. 

"The  art  of  burning  heavy  oils  under  boilers  for 
steam  raising  has  not  been  developed  to  its  highest 
efficiency  and  a  thorough  study  of  this  problem  also  is 
to  be  undertaken. 
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TEST  OF  WESTERN  CEDAR  POLES. 

The  results  of  an  exhaustive  series  of  tests  on  the 
strength  of  round  cedar  poles  are  so  contrary  to  the 
general  notion  as  to  make  a  brief  summary  of  in- 
terest to  all  pole  users.  The  tests  were  performed 
under  the  supervision  of  A.  H.  Griswold,  plant  engi- 
neer of  the  Pacific  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Com- 
pany, R.  T.  Joslin  being  the  inspecting  engineer  in 
charge. 

Heretofore,  poles  for  use  in  the  Western  States 
have  been  purchased  upon  the  basis  of  Eastern  specifi- 
cations and  it  has  long  been  suspected  that  the  pole 
strength  exceeded  service  requirements.  These  suspi- 
cions were  more  than  confirmed  by  the  tests  and  as  a 
conseqitence   the    company   has   issued    a   new   set   of 


to  show  the  deflection  at  the  various  loads, 
age  results  in  each  case  were  as  follows : 


The  aver- 


10.1 


12.061 


Inch. 


26.254        20.324 


Per  cent  Weight 

Modulus  of  Rings       per 

Kind  of  of      Moisture  Sapwood     per 

Pole.  Rupture. Content.  Area. 

Western  ^cedar 

from.  Idaho.  .5268.53 

Port  Orford  ce- 
dar from  Ore- 
gon      721S.3S 

Western  cedar 
from  Oregon 
and  Wash- 
ington      5353. 1S5 


15.152      33.99 


15.99 


11.933 


cu.   ft. 
in  lb. 

Load  at 
Failure 

22.741 

2214.31 

26.654 

3039.43 

21.947 

1928.666 

specificat: 


the  cost  of  poles  purchased. 


ons  which  will  bring  about  a  great  saving  in 


The  principal  sources  of  weakness  in  Western 
cedar  in  order  of  their  importance  seemed  to  be  (1)  In- 
jury to  sapwood  due  to  teredo  pitting,  bark  trimmer's 
2x  cuts  or  bruising;  (2)  rapid  growth;  (3)  excessive 
sapwood;  (4)  weather  checks;  (5)  knots;  no  center  rot 
was  encountered. 


Graphic   Computing  Chart   Showing  Pole  Circumference  to  Withstand  Rupturing  Moment. 


-100000— - 
<n       ^        ^        ^       En      'rj 


During  the  test  every  endeavor  was  made  to  dupli- 
cate actual  field  conditions.  The  poles  were  of  round 
cedar,  with  sapwood,  stripped  of  bark.  Six  feet  of  the 
pole  was  rigidly  held  so  as  to  act  as  a  beam  solidly 
encased  at  the  ground  line.  The  pull,  as  horizontally 
applied  near  the  top  of  the  pole,  was  measured  by  a 
direct  reading  dynamometer,   carefully   calibrated. 

The  observed  data  included  a  measurement  of  the 
top  deflection,  the  moisture  content  at  the  point  of  fail- 
ure, the  pole  dimensions  and  weight,  and  the  dynamo- 
meter reading  at  the  time  of  fracture  of  both  sapwood 
and  heart.  Photographs  were  taken  in  each  case  to 
show  the  character  of  the  fracture  and  the  modulus  of 
rupture  was  calculated  from  the  observed  data. 

In  all,  81  poles  were  tested,  there  being  an  equal 
number  of  Western  cedar  from  Idaho,  Port  Orford 
cedar  from  Oregon,  and  Western  cedar  from  Oregon 
and  Washington.  These  were  segregated  into  25, 
30  and  35  ft.  lengths  of  6,  7,  8  and  9  in.  top,  were  sum- 
mer cut  and  well  seasoned.  In  each  case  the  data  were 
carefully  tabulated  and  individual  curves  were  drawn 


The  results  show  that  Port  Orford  cedar  is  supe- 
rior to  Western  cedar  and  also  that  it  gives  a  more 
consistent  performance,  due  probably  to  its  uniformity 
in  age  and  quality.  Weather  checks  are  an  important 
factor  in  the  weakening  of  Port  Orford  cedar  and  rapid 
growth  makes  a  weak  pole.  The  average  of  all  these 
results  have  been  summarized  and  combined  with  sim- 
ilar observations  by  the  American  Telephone  and  Tele- 
graph Company  on  the  accompanying  chart,  whose 
curves  show  the  moments  required  for  rupture  of  the  ■ 
various  classes  of  round  wooden  poles. 

From  this  chart  it  is  possible  to  directly  read  the 
size  of  pole  necessary  to  withstand  a  given  pull.  For 
instance,  a  30  ft.  pole  subjected  to  2000  lb.  pull  will 
have  a  moment  of  60,000  ft.  lbs.  Following  the  60,000 
line  to  its  intersection  with  the  Port  Orford  cedar 
curve,  we  find  that  a  pole  having  a  circumference  of 
31.7  in.  at  the  ground  line  will  suffice,  while  Eastern 
short-leaf  yellow  pine  requires  33.6  in..  Western  cedar 
from  Idaho  or  Washington  35  in.,  chestnut,  35.7  in., 
and  Eastern  cedar  40.8  in. 
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"NEW    BUSINESS"    METHODS    FOR    THE 
SMALL  CENTRAL  STATION'. 

BY    ARTHUR   GUNN. 

"New  Business"  methods,  as  its  name  implies,  is 
the  process  of  securing  new  business,  and  thereby 
increasing  the  revenue  and  usefulness  of  the  central 
station.  In  every  company,  the  "New  Business"  get- 
ting is  so  closely  connected  with  other  departments 
of  the  business,  and  particularly  so  in  the  small  sta- 
tion where  the  entire  management  devolves  on  one 
man,  that  it  is  impossible  to  discuss  the  methods  in 
this  department,  without  incidentally,  at  least,  touch- 
ing on  some  features  which  might  technically  tie  con- 
sidered to  lie  outside  of  the  subject. 

By  a  "small"  central  station  we  may  consider  as 
defined  the  company  which  is  too  small  to  have  an 
executive  staff,  and  where  the  responsibilities  of  all 
departments  rest  upon  one  man  as  manager.  One  ad- 
advantage  at  least  can  be  said  to  pertain  to  this  ar- 
rangement— all  departments  are  in  close  relation  and 
harmony  with  each  other.  Such  a  manager  does  not 
have  to  contend  with  departmental  indifference  and 
jealousy  which  is  often  a  serious  factor  of  trouble  in 
larger  companies. 

"The  man  behind  the  gun"  is  an  essential  element 
in  this,  as  every  human  problem.  Let  us  first  take 
stock  of  our  manager.  He  must  be  a  man  of  excel- 
lence in  many  characteristics,  for  to  succeed  he  must 
show  ability  in  many  directions.  The  man  who  has 
the  essential  characteristics  to  make  a  really  success- 
ful manager  for  a  small  central  station  is  the  best  pos- 
sible timber  for  manager  of  a  large  one — and  to  that 
position  he  may  well  aspire  to  attain,  either  through 
the  development  of  his  small  company  into  a  large 
one,  or  from  opportunities  rising  from  the  notable 
ciiaracter  of  his  work.  Successful  managers  of  small 
plants  are  not  so  numerous  as  to  be  individually  in- 
conspicuous from  their  number. 

I  would  name  as  the  essential  characteristics  of 
such  a  man 

Dissatisfaction, 

Ambition, 

Intelligence, 

Information, 

Industry, 

Tact, 

Perseverance, 

Courage, 

Commonsense. 

Rather  a  formidable  list  is  it  not?  And  yet  the 
absence  of  any  of  these  is  a  serious  handicap.  He 
must  be  perpetually  dissatisfied  with  what  he  is  and 
what  he  has  accomplished — he  must  not  "get  stuck 
on  himself."  He  must  have  ambition  for  greater  and 
better  things.  He  must  have  intelligence,  and  must 
have,  or  obtain,  information.  It  seems  almost  a  jest 
to  say  that  the  man  with  so  many  things  to  do 
should  be  industrious,  but  in  this  connection  we  are 
reminded  of  the  witty  preacher's  definition  of  a  lazy 
man  as  "The  fellow  who  spends  so  much  time  doing 
what  he  wants,  that  he  has  no  time  for  doing  what 
he  ought."  And  finally  in  dealing  with  his  consum- 
ers, actual  and  prospective,  he  certainly  will  need  tact, 
perseverance,  courage  and  common  sense. 

'Paper   presented    at    Spokane    meeting   Northwest    Electric 
Liglit  and  Power  Association. 


Now  let  US  take  the  case  of  the  average  small 
central  station,  in  which  one  man  is  manager,  super- 
intendent, sales  agent,  and  perhaps  lineman  and  sta- 
tion operator.  We  will  assume  that  this  man  is  fairly 
qualified  for  his  position,  that  is,  that  he  has  a  fair 
working  knowledge  of  the  business.  How  can  he 
best  increase  the  business  of  the  company? 

First :  He  must  bend  his  energies  to  giving  sat- 
isfactory service. 

The  customer  of  an  electric  light  and  power  plant 
is  paying  his  money  in  the  expectation  of  receiving 
a  certain  definite  commodity.  That  commodity  is 
electric  energy  to  be  delivered  continuously  for  cer- 
tain hours  during  each  twenty-four,  at  an  agreed  volt- 
age, and  within  agreed  limits  as  to  quantity.  Unin- 
terrupted service,  and  regular  voltage  are  essential. 
While  opration  does  not  properly  come  under  the 
head  of  "New  Business,"  "New  Business"  succees  is 
so  dependent  upon  it,  that  we  are  justified  in  mention- 
ing it.  Our  manager  of  the  small  plant  will  keep  his 
lines  and  generating  station  in  the  best  operating  con- 
dition and  efficiency  of  operation  that  faithful  effort 
and  the  means  at  his  command  will  allow.  He  will 
take  care  of  all  trouble  as  promptly  as  possible.  A 
consumer  left  in  the  dark  for  a  single  night  through 
the  fault  or  negligence  of  the  company  never  feels 
that  any  credit  is  due  the  company  for  the  service 
furnished  for  the  rest  of  the  year.  Meter  reading  and 
testing  have  an  important  bearing  on  the  relations 
between  the  company  and  the  consumer.  A  discour- 
teous meter  reader  can  make  more  trouble  for  the 
company  in  one  month  than  an  accommodating  man- 
ager can  straighten  out  in  six.  Too  much  care  can- 
not be  taken  in  handling  complaints.  A  complaint 
properly  handled  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  consumer 
will  do  as  much  toward  getting  new  business  for  the 
company  as  any  other  method  which  the  company 
may  employ. 

Our  manager  must  have  tact  and  courtesy. 

Too  many  managers  of  plants  big  and  little  ap- 
pear to  assume  that  in  furnishing  service  to  their 
customers  they  are  conferring  a  favor,  and  are  dic- 
tatorial and  even  rude  in  their  treatment  of  them. 
The  true  statement  is  that  he  is  giving  value  for  value 
received,  and  his  motto  should  be  "Charge  what  the 
service  is  worth,  and  deliver  all  that  the  customer  pays 
for."  If  he  is  convinced  that  his  rates  are  fair,  and 
proportioned  to  the  cost  of  service,  he  has  nothing 
to  apologize  for  and  should  never  allow  himself  to 
be  put  upon  the  defensive  or  in  an  apologetic  attitude. 
But  he  should  remember  that  the  difference  between  a 
large  consumer  and  a  small  one  is  a  difference  m  quan- 
tity and  not  in  quality,  and  that  his  duty  to  each  is 
equally  great.  Every  customer  is  entitled  to  be  treated 
as  courteously  as  though  he  were  the  most  important 
patron  which  the  company  had,  and  that  it  was  ab- 
solutely necessary  that  the  company  should  have 
his  business. 

The  successful  "New  Business"  man  will  con- 
stantly live  in  the  atmosphere  of  his  work.  He  will 
rise  with  it,  stay  with  it,  go  to  bed  with  it  snd  sleep 
with  it.  To  illustrate :  The  manager  in  a  town  of  a 
thousand  people,  near  here,  who  has  been  very  suc- 
cessful, writes :  "I  know  of  no  special  methods  of 
getting  business  in  a  small  town  only  to  put  in  every 
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minute  working.  On  my  way  to  and  from  work  I 
call  on  prospectives.  I  also  do  soliciting  right  along 
with  my  wiring  work.  Sometimes  I  take  men  and 
tools  and  materials  right  up  to  a  house ;  estimate 
and  wire  it.  I  have  gotten  the  very  hardest  ones  to 
come  through  by  this  method,  as  there  seems  to  be 
a  sensitiveness  about  being  passed  up  for  the  next 
neighbor."  This  man  certainly  lives  in  the  atmos- 
j.here  of  his  business,  and  exhibits  well  directed  en- 
ergy and  a  keen  judgment  of  human  nature  as  well. 

Of  the  uses  of  electric  energy  there  are  no  end, 
and  in  this  paper  we  deal  with  general  principles 
lather  than  with  details  of  specific  apparatus.  The 
electric  iron  has  become  almost  universal — electric 
cooking  devices  are  plentiful.  Power  applications  are 
limited  only  by  the  ingenuity  of  the  "new  business" 
man  and  the  size  of  the  field.  Electric  soldering  irons, 
glue  melting  pots,  vulcanizers,  heating  pads,  milk 
warmers,  fans,  and  other  apparatus  can  be  put  out  in 
even  the  smallest  communities.  We  give  a  few  points 
which  have  been   furnished  us  by  various  managers. 

One  writes :  "Upon  fitting  out  a  house  and  turn- 
ing on  the  lights,  I  call  in  the  neighbors  to  inspect  it. 
The  people  whom  I  have  just  lighted  are  more  en- 
thusiastic at  this  time  than  any  other  and  will  do  more 
to  help  me  to  secure  business  than  at  any  other  time. 
Unless  I  sell  an  iron  and  a  toaster  outright  I  place 
them  on  trial  for  thirty  days.  I  advertise  the  cost  per 
hour  to  operate  the  different  appliances  so  there  can 
be  no  misunderstanding.  I  try  to  keep  everybody  sat- 
isfied, because  in  a  small  town  a  good  knocker  can 
go  the  rounds  in  a  very  short  time." 

Another  furnishes  a  good  "don't"  hint.  "I  never 
place  an  electric  device  which  is  an  excessive  current 
eater  in  the  hands  of  a  customer  who  is  liable  to  fail 
to  understand  in  advance  the  apparently  excessive 
bills  which  will  naturally  follow  such  an  installation." 

Efficiency  should  be  the  motto  of  every  installa- 
tion. Seek  to  give  the  customer  that  from  which  he 
will  get  the  largest  possible  return  for  his  money. 
Never  be  tempted  to  load  a  customer  up  with  an  ex- 
cessive power  or  lighting  installation. 

Seek  to  build  up  your  business  upon  lines  already 
constructed,  rather  than  to  spread  out  too  fast  in  new 
construction.  Work  to  the  end  of  having  every 
house  and  building  reached  by  your  lines  connected, 
and  the  maximum  economical  use  of  electric  energ;'- 
at  each  location,  rather  than  a  widespread  system 
with  sparse  connections. 

For  the  rural  town,  investigate  the  possibility  of 
the  country  line.  The  farmer's  telephone  lines  have 
covered  the  country,  and  the  farmer's  electric  lines 
should  follow  them.  Many  farmers  will  advance  the 
cost  of  construction,  part  or  all  of  which  may  be  re- 
turned to  them  by  applying  it  upon  their  bills.  Farm- 
ers are  liberal  power  users  when  convinced  of  its 
practicability  and   economy. 

In  working  up  business  in  a  new  locality  or  ex- 
tension, avoid  holding  public  meetings — work  man  to 
man.  However  enthusiastic  a  meeting  may  appear 
to  be,  it  is  usually,  consciously  or  unconsciously,  hos- 
tile to  the  man  who  has  a  scheme  to  present.  The 
average  American  loves  to  make  a  speech,  whether  he 
has  knowledge  of  the  subject  or  not.    In  such  a  meet- 


ing, the  ill  considered  remarks  of  your  friends  may 
do  damage,  and  criticism  and  opposition  are  liable 
to  spread  like  wild  fire.  No  opportunity  is  given  at 
the  ordinary  public  meeting  to  "close  up,"  and  busi- 
ness not  covered  by  a  signed  contract  is  not  yet  se- 
cured. 

Last  of  all,  never  forget  that  "New  Business"  get- 
ting is  for  the  purpose  of  making  money  for  your 
company,  and  never  be  tempted  to  take  on  business 
at  unprofitable  rates,  or  of  an  unsubstantial  nature 
where  the  construction  expense  may  be  a  dead  loss 
to  your  company  if  the   consumer  fails. 

It  is  important  that  the  manager  who  wishes  to 
develop  the  use  of  electric  energy  should  keep  him- 
self as  fully  informed  as  possible  regarding  the  man- 
ifold applications  of  this  agency,  in  the  forms  of 
power,  light  and  heat.  In  his  comparative  isolation, 
the  first  and  most  natural  source  of  information  is 
the  printed  page.  Every  station  manager  should  take 
and  read  not  one,  but  several  electrical  publications 
---advertisements  and  all.  Indeed  from  the  "New 
Business"  standpoint,  if  he  had  to  make  a  choice,  we 
should  recommend  that  he  read  the  advertisements 
rather  than  the  text.  The  flood  of  circulars  and  price 
lists  which  he  naturally  receives  or  which  can  be  had 
for  the  asking,  is  also  a  source  of  valuable  informa- 
tion— making  due  allowance  for  extravagant  claims 
r.nd  fitness  for  his  locality.  If  he  has  the  intellect 
and  common  sense  which  his  position  demands,  he 
will  not  be  lead  by  a  manufacturer's  circular  to  order 
a  pipe  thawing  transformer  outfit  if  he  is  located  in 
Florida — but  he  may  note  the  value  of  a  forge  blower 
for  his  busy  local  blacksmith. 

The  periodical  visits  of  the  traveling  salesman  will 
be  welcomed  by  the  bright  manager.  More  and  more 
these  representatives  of  the  supply  trade  are  men  of 
technical  ability  and  training,  and  gentlemen  as  well, 
from  whom  valuable  information  and  practical  sug- 
gestions may  be  obtained.  They  not  only  will  keep 
him  advised  of  the  latest  developments  in  the  elec- 
tical  field,  but  often  will  instruct  and  co-operate  with 
him  in  sales  campaigns  which  will  be  of  the  greatest 
benefit.  The  man  who  repels  the  traveling  salesman 
for  fear  he  may  sell  him  something  is  dodging  one 
of  his  best  instructors. 

Another  great  source  of  information,  which  per- 
haps can  only  be  enjoyed  in  a  limited  way  by  many, 
is  the  observation  which  comes  through  travel.  The 
great  companies  have  scouts  always  on  the  move 
to  learn  the  best  methods  and  means  by  personal  ob- 
servation. But  even  the  manager  of  the  smallest 
company  may  visit  the  metropolis  of  his  district  once 
or  more  each  year,  and  no  such  visit  should  be  made 
without  coming  in  personal  contact  with  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  large  companies  in  such  city.  Such 
visits  are  usually  welcomed  by  these  companies,  for, 
though  he  may  not  realize  it  he  will  give  as  well  as 
receive — for  the  very  questions  she  will  ask,  may  open 
up  new  avenues  of  investigation  and  profit  for  the 
larger  companies. 

Finally — the  manager  who  cannot  of  himself 
realize  and  avail  himself  of  the  benefits  of  association 
work  is  an  egregious  ass — and  is  not  the  subject  of 
our  consideration. 
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CO-OPERATION/ 

BY  ALBERT  H.  KLLIOTT. 

If  any  one  proposed  to  you  a  plan  of  organiza- 
tion of  the  electrical  business,  which  attempted  to  ex- 
clude self  interest,  you  would  be  justified  in  treating 
such  a  proposal  as  chimerical  and  unreal.  In  any 
scheme  which  is  put  forward,  we  should  be  sure  to 
keep  our  feet  well  anchored  on  the  practical  earth  of 
business. 

There  is  a  distinction,  of  course,  between  self  in- 
terest and  selfishness.  Selfishness  is  narrow,  short- 
sighted and  ends  in  its  own  undoing.  Self  interest  is 
broad,  deep,  has  a  wide  horizon,  and  looks  to  the 
great  future,  instead  of  the  limited  present.  Self 
interest  has  built  up  this  wonderful  world  of  com- 
merce,  which  buzzes  and  whirls  about  us. 

The  laws  of  trade  and  commerce  are  as  old  almost  as 
the  laws  of  the  Medes  and  Persians.  For  many,  man}'' 
years,  the  channels  through  which  goods  are  distrib- 
uted from  the  manufacturer  to  the  consumer,  have 
been  cut  through  the  geological  strata  of  the  earth, 
and  it  is  useless  to  attempt  to  dam  up  these  channels 
or  turn  them  aside  by  Act  of  Congress  or  Decree  of 
Court.  You  can  no  more  change  the  great  economic 
laws  of  business,  than  you  can  stand  with  a  broom  at 
the  Golden  Gate  and  sweep  back  the  on-rushing  tide 
of  the  restless  Pacific. 

It  behooves  us  therefore,  to  use  the  laws  of  com- 
merce intelligently,  and  to  find  in  the  distributing 
system  by  which  goods  get  from  the  manufacturer 
to  the  consumer,  the  best  way  which  we  can  work 
under  the  law  to  produce  the  best  results. 

The  group  of  persons  who  minister  to  the  pro- 
cess which  I  have  described,  are  fairly  well  defined. 
The  manufacturers  seize  the  raw  material,  and  with 
skill  and  capital,  produce  the  electrical  goods. 

The  jobber  displays  the  goods  upon  shelf  and 
counter,  maintaining  variety  where  he  may  choose, 
and  conveys  the   goods  to  the   consumer.  . 

The  electrical  contractor  picks  the  goods  oflf  shelf 
and  counter,  and  installs  them  in  the  home,  the  store 
and  the  factory. 

The  central  station  furnishes  the  current,  without 
which  the  electrical  goods  would  be  of  no  use,  and 
stimulates  the  consumer  to  a  further  use  of  the  goods- 

The  electrical  engineer  gives  expert  information 
as  to  the  best  way  of  placing  the  goods  and  outlines 
the  plan  of  installation. 

Each  group  here  described  is  a  link  in  the  great 
chain,  and  each  link  is  necessary  to  the  maintenance 
of  the  strength  of  the  chain. 

No  group  can  stand  up  and  with  raised  hands 
say:  "We  are  the  electrical  business."  The  inter- 
dependence of  one  group  upon  another  is  so  obvious, 
that  it  is  but  the  statement  of  an  elementary  truth 
to  say  that  all  of  those  engaged  in  the  electrical  busi- 
ness are  interlocked,  interwoven,  intertwined,  so  that 
the  finished  product  is  a  great  economic  system  by 
which  goods  are  produced,  distributed  and  consumed. 
In  fact,  we  have  here,  the  genesis  of  electrical  goods 
which  may  be  compared  to  birth,  the  distribution  and 
installation   of  electrical   goods,   which   may  be  com- 

^Adrlress  made  at  luncheon  of  representative  electrical  men 
at  San  Francisco,  November  28,   1911. 


pared  to  life  and  the  final  consumption  of  electrical 
goods,  when  the  goods  are  returned  to  earth  from 
which  all  things,  human  and  material  first  originated. 

At  this  point,  we  come  not  unexpectedlv  upon 
the  much  used  word  "CO-OPERATION."  Possibly 
some  one  of  you  may  now  shut  your  eyes  and  say 
"This  is  the  same  old  theme."  Yes,  it  is  the  same 
old  song,  but  it  is  the  song  which- is  being  sung  now 
from  one  end  of  the  country  to  the  other.  The  doc- 
trine of  co-operation  as  a  political  theory,  as  a  socio- 
logical doctrine,  and  as  a  commercial  suggestion  is 
is  busying  the  mind  of  man. 

I  do  not  propose  the  old  idea  that  man  is  his 
brother's  keeper,  in  the  charitable  sense  of  that  theme. 
Our  plan  is  not  a  suggestion  that  we  should  do  unto 
others  as  we  wish  to  be  done  b)'-,  simply  because  we 
find  it  spoken  of  in  the  Great  Book.  We  are  prepared 
to  demonstrate  that  co-operation  is  justified  by  any 
intelligent  consideration  of  what  we  mean  by  self 
interest.     It  is  all  a  matter  of  education. 

No  man  is  big  enough  to  stand  up  and  say  "I  will 
run  my  own  business  in  my  own  way,  without  regard 
to  what  others  in  the  same  line  of  business  are  doing." 
Perhaps  some  of  you  have  not  yet  been  converted. 
Perhaps  you  have  not  experienced  the  change  of 
heart,  as  the)'  say  at  a  religious  revival. 

Do  you  believe  in  team  work?  What  we  want  in 
the  manufacture  and  distribution  of  electrical  goods, 
is  perfect  team  work,  so  that  all  the  groups  who  take 
part  in  the  production  and  distribution  of  electrical 
goods,  will  present  to  the  consumer  a  united  and  har- 
monious front- 
It  is  not  a  question  as  to  how  the  leaders  in  the 
business  are  doing,  but  the  rank  and  file  must  work 
hand  in  hand  with  each  other  and  the  leaders.  Our 
plan  is  ethical,  because  it  excludes  no  honest  man  in 
the  business  and  sets  its  face  toward  a  policy  which 
helps  all  and  injures  none.  The  plan  is  not  fanciful, 
because  those  who  have  studied  the  matter  are  con- 
vinced that  their  ultimate  self  interest  lies  along  the 
lines  of  perfect  co-operation. 

The  consumer  is  included  in  the  plan  because  he 
gets  a  better  article  at  less  cost  and  with  better  serv- 
ice. If  you  believe  then  in  these  principles,  let  us 
form  a  league  where  each  branch  of  the  electrical  in- 
dustry shall  have  complete  representation. 

The  league  can  act  as  a  clearing  house  for  the  set- 
tlement and  adjustment  of  the  man}-  questions,  which 
so  vitally  afi^ect  the  business. 

Charges  of  unethical  business  conduct  may  be 
heard  and  decided,  and  a  future  policy  regarding  the 
questions  raised  might  be  outlined.  The  league  should 
be  entirely  democratic  in  character,  and  no  better 
motto  can  be  chosen  than  the  one  which  we  read  of 
so  many  times,  "altogether  all  the  lime  for  everything 
electrical." 

If  we  become  really  enthusiastic  and  have  faith 
and  confidence  in  ourselves,  our  faith  and  confidence 
will  become  contagious  and  will  reach  the  consumers. 
The  consumers  will  judge  our  goods  by  the  kind  of 
people  that  we  are. 

.\  united  electrical  fralcrnity  will  lead  the  con- 
sumers to  see  that  we  are  like  our  goods  and  our  goods 
are  like  us.  Co-operation  is  thus  brought  down  from 
the  clouds  and  made  a  reality. 
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The  result  of  this  week's  election  at  Los  Ans^eles 
repudiate  the  claim  that  investments  in  that  fair  city's 
public  utilities  are  hazardous,  and  should  react  favor- 
ably upon  the  financial  standing  of  the  municipal 
projects  as  well  as  the  telephone,  electric  and  gas 
companies. 


The  bull  in  the  china  shop  is  but  a  circumstance 
to  the  bear  in  the  gas  plant  at  Banning,  California. 
Bruin  escaped  from  a  traveling  circus,  invaded  the 
plant,  frightened  the  engineer,  threw  off  the  governor 
belt  and  caused  the  engine  to  run  wild.  Inasmuch 
as  the  friction  from  the  rapidly  running  belt  burned 
his  fore-leg,  we  assume  that  this  bear  will  hereafter 
follow  the  example  accredited  to  a  burned  child. 


Central  station  men  are  greatly  heartened  by  Sec- 
retary Fisher's  sane  view  of  the  water-power  ques- 
tion and  trust  that  the  Sixty-third  Congress  will  act 
favorably  upon  his  recommendations  for  new  legisla 
tion.  Government  officials  recognize  the  inadequacy 
of  the  present  laws  and  their  frank  acknowledgement 
will  soon  turn  the  tide  of  popular  opinion  which  has 
been  raised  by  ill-advised  conservation  enthusiasts 
The  time  is  most  opportune  for  all  electrical  men  to 
write  to  their  Congressional  representatives  to  sup- 
port the  bills  which  are  intended  to  ameliorate  the 
present  intolerable  condition. 


It  has  remained  for  a  lineman  in  the.  employ  of  the 
Puget  Sound  Electric  Company  to  demonstrate  that  a 
rifle  is  a  necessary  part  of  a  trouble-shooter's  equip- 
ment. A  toppling  pole,  too  dangerous  to  climb, 
threatened  to  pull  down  the  Electron  high-tension 
wires.  The  lineman,  perhaps  mindful  of  similar  depre- 
dations of  the  small  boy  with  his  gun,  shot  away  the. 
porcelain  insulators  on  the  damaged  pole  and  thereby 
released  the  line  so  that  the  pole  could  be  pulled  down 
without  damage. 


The  good  people  of  Alameda,  California  are  man- 
fully endeavoring  to  assume  the  heavy  responsibili- 
•TL  ties  that   rest  upon  the   shoulders 

£1     .     y  of    a    public    purveyor    of    electric 

I  light    and    power.      Eearing    that 

possible  collusion  among  bidders 
might  cause  them  to  pay  an  unduly  high  price  for 
labor  and  material,  they  recently  secured  the  passage 
of  the  so-called  "electrolier  bill"  through  the  Califor- 
nia Legislature. 

Its  provisions,  while  intended  solely  for  Alameda, 
are  of  course  State-wide  in  application.  Its  intent  was 
most  innocent,  but  its  effect  is  so  vicious  and  opens 
up  such  a  wide  opportunity  for  petty  graft  that  it 
might  well  be  repealed  before  the  dangers  hereafter 
indicated  assume  greater  proportions. 

Careful  reading  of  the  14th  and  15th  sections  of 
this  law  will  show  that  any  California  city  is  thereby 
permitted  to  reject  a  responsible  bid  at  a  satisfactory 
price  if  the  head  of  a  city  department  believes  that 
the  work  can  be  done  more  cheaply  by  that  depart- 
ment.    Suppose  that  a  responsible  contractor  should 


December  9,  1911.] 


JOURNAL    OF    ELECTRICITY,    POWER    AND    GAS 


557 


submit  a  bid,  accompanied  by  a  certified  check,  which 
is  lower  than  the  original  estimate  of  say  the  city 
electrician.  That  individual  then  has  the  privilege 
of  making  a  new  estimate,  naturally  lower  than  that 
of  the  contractor,  and  the  work  is  awarded  to  his  de- 
partment. 

It  is  thus  seen  that  the  contractor  is  not  only  "up 
against  a  stacked  deck,"  but  that  he  is  playing  with  an 
irresponsible  dealer  whose  losses  will  be  covered  by  an 
unsuspecting  house.  No  municipal  department  can  be 
held  responsible  if  costs  exceed  estimates  and  the  pub- 
lic seldom  analyzes  the  reason  for  an  additional  assess- 
ment. This  law  consequently  gives  a  city  lighting  de- 
partment a  complete  monopoly  on  all  work  that  it 
may  desire  to  perform,  without  restriction  or  account- 
ability as  to  cost. 

As  before  stated,  we  believe  that  this  bill  was 
passed  in  all  innocence  and  consequently  its  sponsors 
sliould  be  the  first  to  urge  its  repeal  after  its  mani- 
fest unjustness  is  called  to  their  attention. 


The  most  important  matter  now  before  the  special 
session  of  the  California  Legislature  is  the  California 
California  Railroad    Commission    Act,    which 

Public  has    been    drafted    in    accordance 

Service  with   the   recently  adopted   consti- 

Commision  tutional    amendments.     Its    terms 

increase  the  membership  of  the  commission  from  three 
to  five  and  gives  the  commission  complete  control 
over  the  rates,  character  of  service,  valuation,  account- 
ing methods  and  stock  and  bond  issues  of  all  public 
utility  corporations  in  the  State,  except  such  powers 
of  control  as  are  now  exercised  by  the  various  munici- 
pal and  county  authorities. 

The  bill,  as  originally  submitted,  seems  ultra- 
radical and  in  strict  accord  with  the  present  senti- 
ment that  public  service  corporations  are  to  be  rigidly 
accountable  for  all  actions.  Its  provisions  might  well 
be  extended  to  include  a  similar  supervision  over 
municipally  operated  utilities,  where  the  public  is  in- 
terested not  only  in  the  service  but  also  in  the  costs 
of  operation.  Furthermore  but  a  small  proportion  of 
the  operating  companies  can  be  subject  to  the  com- 
mission's rulings  until  several  of  the  large  cities 
assign  the  rate  fixing  powers  they  now  enjoy. 

Yet.  on  the  whole,  it  is  a  step  in  the  right  direc- 
tion and  the  several  inconsistencies  will  be  gradually 
eliminated  in  the  course  of  time.  Experience  has 
shown  that  the  establishment  of  such  supervisory 
control  gives  a  certain  financial  recognition  and  sta- 
bility on  account  of  the  equal  publicity  to  all  cor- 
poration doings.  In  the  hands  of  the  right  men  a 
public  service  commission  is  capable  of  great  good  in 
the  impartial  settlement  of  all  differences  between 
the  public  and  the  company  catering  to  its  needs. 

The  recent  revelations  of  weakness  in  the  New 
York  act  should  be  carefully  borne  in  mind  before 
final  adoption  of  the  California  bill.  Because  of  its 
ambiguous  wording  the  New  York  State  Court  of 
Appeals  has  shorn  the  New  York  Commission  of  its 
authority  to  approve  or  forbid  the  proposed  stock  and 
bond  issues  of  public  utility  companies.  All  obstacles 
to  the  unlimited  watering  of  these  securities  are  re- 
moved and  until  the  defects  are  remedied  by  a  new 


law  the  investor  is  left  without  this  much  needed  pro- 
tection. 

The  framers  of  the  California  bill  have  been  espe- 
cially fair  in  inviting  free  and  open  discussion  of  all 
its  features.  With  a  few  notable  exceptions,  however, 
the  central  station  men  have  been  slow  to  take  advan- 
tage of  this  opportunity  to  make  desired  changes  be- 
fore the  law's  final  passage.  If  they  find  their  future 
plans  unnecessarily  limited  by  its  provisions  they  will 
have  but  themselves  to  blame. 


This  week  has  witnessed  the  most  significant 
event  in  the  history  of  engineering.  A  movement, 
Recognition  broad  in  purpose  as  in  method,  has 

gf  jL  been  started  whereby  the  engineer 

£     .  is  to  be  made  a  vital,  essential  fac- 

tor in  the  world's  every-day  life. 
Live  men,  not  dead  materials,  are  to  be  the  means  of 
rearing  the  new  social  structure  now  so  necessary. 

The  American  Society  of  Mechanical  Engineers 
has  entered  the  field  of  social  service.  Its  committees 
will  investigate  the  conditions  in  each  of  the  great 
industries,  will  devise  means  of  betterment  and  will 
put  them  into  execution.  Their  call  will  waken  the 
greatest,  and  also  the  sleepiest,  giant  this  old  earth 
has  ever  known.  The  abilities  of  the  engineer  will  be 
brought  to  cope  not  only  with  these  industrial  ques- 
tions, but  also  with  the  problems  of  municipal,  State 
and  national  affairs.  Incidentally  this  public  service, 
and  this  alone,  will  bring  about  that  recognition  to 
which  the  engineer  has  long  thought  himself  entitled. 

Even  Mohammed  finally  realized  that  his  powers 
could  not  transcend  the  ordinary  laws  of  nature.  He 
went  to  the  mountain.  Likewise  the  engineer  at  last 
appreciates  that  the  public  does  not  accord  recognition 
to  those  whom  it  does  not  know.  The  mere  possession 
of  such  merit  without  applying  it  to  the  public  welfare 
is  as  futile  as  the  ownership  of  an  undeveloped  gold 
mine,  notwithstanding  the  owner's  little  self-com- 
placency. 

The  engineer  has  "wrapped  his  talent  of  silver 
in  a  napkin,"  whereas  the  other  learned  professions, 
to  whose  emoluments  he  has  aspired,  have  given  their 
talents  to  the  public  service,  albeit  full  monetary  re- 
turn has  been  exacted  therefor.  Ministers  and  doctors 
as  well  as  lawyers,  those  who  save  our  souls  and  those 
who  save  our  bodies  as  well  as  those  for  whom  we 
save  our  money,  are  to  be  ousted  from  their  monopoly 
in  the  public's  confidence. 

The  machinery  b)^  which  this  beneficient  revolu- 
tion is  to  be  set  in  motion  consists  of  a  number  of  com- 
mittees working  under  the  able  direction  of  Dr.  Alex- 
ander C.  Humphreys,  president  of  the  Society,  of 
Stevens  Institute  and  of  the  Buffalo  Gas  Company. 
Membership  in  these  committees  is  open  to  those  best 
qualified  without  regard  to  Society  membership. 

In  order  that  these  ambitious  plans  be  carried  to 
a  successful  culmination,  it  will  be  necessary  for  all 
broad-minded,  well-meaning  men  to  join  this  move- 
ment. Similar  concerted  action  is  necessary  on  the 
part  of  the  other  engineering  and  scientific  societies. 
Too  long  has  the  engineer  hidden  his  light  under  a 
bushel  and  here  is  a  golden  opportunity  to  lighten  the 
labors  and  problems  of  the  world. 
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PERSONALS. 

H.  B.  Squires,  of  Otis  &  Squires,  is  at  Los  Angeles. 

George  E.  Binckley,  hydraulic  engineer  at  Los  Angeles, 
is  at  San  Francisco. 

Arnold  Pfau,  liydraulic  engineer  with  Allis-Chalmers  Com- 
pany, is  at  Los  Angeles. 

A.  W.  Burchard,  of  the  General  Electric  Company,  is 
visiting  the  Pacific  Coast. 

A.  F.  Hockenbeamer,  secretary  and  comptroller  of  the 
Pacific  Gas  &  Electric  Company,  is  at  New  York. 

S.  N.  Griffith  of  Fresno,  a  promoter  of  electric  railroads, 
is  at  San  Francisco  in  the  interests  of  a  new  project. 

Nicholas  Gilman  has  been  appointed  city  engineer  at 
North  Yakima,  Wash. 

.  H.  H.  White,  general  manager  of  the  Everett  Gas  Com- 
pany, has  been  transferred  to  the  management  of  the  Tacoma 
Gas   Company. 

S.  V. '  Mooney,  manager  of  the  Pacific  Coast  branch  of 
John  A.  Roebling's  Sons  Company,  has  returned  to  San  Fran- 
cisco from  an  interior  trip. 

J.  B.  Lukes,  general  manager,  and  B.  B.  Bumstead,  an 
engineer  of  the  Reno  Power,  Light  &  Water  Company,  were 
recent  arrivals  at  San  Francisco. 

S.  L.  Shuffleton,  northwest  manager  for  Stone  &  Webster, 
has  been  in  conference  at  San  Francisco  with  regard  to  the 
establishment  of  San  Francisco  offices  for  the  company. 

P.  H.  Rldgeway,  formerly  associated  with  the  Electrical 
Engineering  Company  of  Seattle,  has  opened  offices  as  con- 
sulting and  constructing  engineer  in  the  Central  Building, 
Seattle,  Wash. 

B.  V.  D.  Johnson,  manager  of  the  Northern  California 
Electric  Company,  with  headquarters  at  Redding,  has  been 
spending  a  few  days  at  San  Francisco,  accompanied  by  W.  G. 
Moores,  the  assistant  manager. 

R.  G.  Berle,  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Symonds- 
Berle-Kirkpatrick  Company,  is  at  Los  Angeles,  with  the  in- 
tention of  opening  Pacific  Coast  offices  as  the  representative 
of  a  number  of  Eastern  electrical  and  machinery  manu- 
facturers. 

J.  W.  Burke,  the  chief  civil  engineer  of  J.  G.  White  &. 
Co.'s  staff,  arrived  from  New  York  during  the  past  week 
to  inspect  the  work  in  progress  on  the  new  3,000-foot  tunnel 
on  the  line  of  the  Oakland  &  Antioch  Railway,  extending 
through  the  Berkeley  hills  into  Contra  Costa  County.  This 
work  is  being  done  by  Shattuck  &  Edinger,  contractors,  under 
the  general  supervision  of  J.  G.  White  &  Co. 

C.  E.  Patton,  representing  the  Central  Electric  Com- 
pany of  Chicago,  visited  the  trade  at  San  Francisco  during 
the  past  week.  He  formerly  confined  himself  to  Southern 
California,  Arizona  and  southwestern  territory,  but  since 
James  Irvine,  who  was  at  the  head  of  the  company's  Los 
Angeles  agency  for  the  past  two  years,  joined  the  Lorbeer 
Electric  Supply  Company  of  Los  Angeles,  Mr.  Patton  has 
extended  his  territory.  His  principal  lines  are  Okonite  wire 
and  Opalux  glassware. 

John  A.  Britton,  general  manager  of  the  Pacific  Gas 
and  Electric  Companyj  gave  an  address  last  week  before  the 
Mission  Promotion  Association  of  San  Francisco  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  "Improved  Gas  Conditions  in  San  Ftancisco."  Fifty 
lantern  slides  were  used  to  show  what  had  been  accom- 
plished in  the  way  of  betterments.  One  slide  showed  the 
new  five-million  cubic  foot  gas-holder  at  the  Potrero  gas 
works  placed  side  by  side  with  the  St.  Ftancis  Hotel;  The 
holder,  which  is  nearing  completion,  is  226  feet  in  height 
and  201  feet  in  diameter  and  cost  $382,000.  It  is  46  feet 
higher  and  only  16  feet  narrower  than  the  Powell-street 
front  of  the  hotel. 


OBITUARY. 

Caryl  Davis  Haskins,  manager  of  the  lighting  depart- 
ment of  the  General  Electric  Company,  and  one  of  the  best 
known  electrical  men  of  this  country,  died  Saturday  morning, 
November  18th,  in  Salt  Lake  City.  Mr.  Haskins  was  stricken 
with  pneumonia  while  on  a  business  trip  in  the  west  and 
the  end  came  unexpectedly.  The  body  was  removed  to  Mr. 
Haskins'  home  at  Schenectady,  where  a  brief  funeral  serv- 
ice was  held  Wednesday,  November  22d,  temporary  inter- 
ment taking  place  at  Schenectady.  Mr.  Haskins  was  born 
in  Waltham,  Mass.,  May  22,  1867,  and  was  educated  in 
England  where  he  specialized  in  mathematics  and  physics 
and  took  a  special  course  in  surveying  and  fortification 
work.  Early  in  1887  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  firm  of 
Haskins,  Davis  &  Company,  mechanical  engineers,  of  London 
and  Boston,  Mass.  Here  he  applied  himself  to  engineering 
work  on  early  gas  engines  and  special  bookbinding  machin- 
ery. In  1883  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  S.  Z.  de  Ferranti 
&  Company  as  one  of  its  junior  assistant  engineers,  where 
he  had  charge  of  the  manufacture  of  electrical  meters  and 
assisted  Mr.  de  Ferranti  on  the  drawings  for  the  original 
Deptford    electric    light    station. 


Carl  Davis  Haskins. 

In  the  autumn  of  1889  he  entered  the  employment  of  the 
Thomson  Electric  Welding  Company,  Lynn,  Mass.,  as  de- 
signing draftsman.  Two  or  three  months  later  he  was  em- 
ployed by  the  Thomson-Houston  Electric  Company,  Lynn, 
Mass.,  as  an  electrical  engineer.  In  1891  he  was  appointed 
manager  of  the  meter  department  of  this  company  and  after 
its  consolidation  with  the  General  Electric  Company  Mr. 
Haskins  retained  this  position,  including  general  supervision 
of  the  engineering  and  manufacture  of  instruments. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  Spanish-American  war  Mr.  Has- 
kins proffered  his  services  to  the  government  and  organized 
a  corps  of  electrical  engineers  and  men  trained  in  electrical 
work,  of  which  he  was  made  commander.  At  the  conclusion 
of  the  war  Mr.  Haskins  resumed  his  position  with  the  Gen- 
eral Electric  Company.  He  has  made  a  special  study  of  elec- 
tricity as  applied  to  oftense  and  particularly  defense  in  time  of 
war  and  was  considered  an  authority  on  this  subject,  and 
after  the  close  of  the  war  he  frequently  acted  in  an  advisory 
capacity  to  the  government  in  matters  of  this  nature. 

Upon  coming  to  Schenectady  eleven  years  ago,  Mr.  Has- 
kins was  given  charge  of  the  electrical  switchboard  industry 
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of  the  General  Electric  Company,  and  in  1906  was  appointed 
manager  of  the  lighting  department  of  the  company. 

Mr.  Hasliins  was  greatly  beloved  by  all  his  associaies 
and  had  an  unusually  wide  circle  of  friends  who  will  long 
cherish  the  memory  of  his  charming  versatility  and  bril- 
liant intellect.  He  was  well  known  as  the  author  of  many 
technical  papers  before  the  various  engineering  societies  and 
was  always  in  demand  as  a  lecturer  at  various  technical  col 
leges  and  institutions.  He  was  known  in  the  literary  world 
'IS  the  author  of  several  standard  works  on  electrical  subjects, 
»nd  was  also  the  author  of  a  number  of  successful  short 
«<ories. 


MEETING   NOTICES. 

On  account  of  the  Christmas  holidays  there  will  be  no 
December  meeting  of  the  San  Francisco  Section  of  the  Ameri- 
can Institute  of  Electrical  Engineers. 

"Public  Service"  is  to  be  the  subject  of  discussion  at 
the  December  19th  meeting  of  the  IjOS  Angeles  Section  of 
the  American  Institute  of  Electrical  Engineers.  Addresses 
will  be  made  by  T.  B.  Comstock,  engineer  for  the  Los  An- 
geles Board  of  Public  Utilities  and  Paul  Shoup,  vice- 
president  and  general  manager  of  the  Pacific  Electric  Rail- 
way Company. 

The  first  of  the  series  of  regular  monthly  luncheons  to 
be  held  by  the  Portland  Section  of  the  American  Institute 
of  Electrical  Engineers,  took  place  at  the  Imperial  Hotel  res- 
taurant on  December  5.  The  Portland  Section  has  recently 
arranged  to  have  its  papers  printed  in  these  columns,  and 
whenever  papers  can  be  prepared  far  enough  in  advance  they 
win  be  printed  so  as  to  antedate  the  meeting,  thus  paving 
the  way  for  a  more  intelligent  discussion. 


ELECTRICAL  MEN'S  LUNCH. 

Pursuant  to  the  wishes  of  the  electrical  men  of  San 
Francisco  as  expressed  at  the  recent  luncheon,  the  temporary 
committee,  consisting  of  S.  .1.  Llsberger,  H.  V.  Carter  and 
E.  B.  Strong,  selected  an  advisory  committee  to  draw  up  a 
constitution  and  bylaws  and  to  nominate  officers.  This  com- 
mittee consists  of  C.  C.  Hillis,  T.  E.  Bibbins,  W.  W.  Briggs, 
John  R.  Cole,  W.  W.  Hanscom,  W.  S.  Hanbridge  and  W.  P. 
Nieman.  They  will  report  at  a  lunch  to  be  held  at  Tait's 
Cafe  on  December  12  at  12:15. 

As  this  is  to  be  the  first  regular  meeting  of  the  new 
electrical  clearing  house,  it  is  the  unanimous  wish  of  the  com- 
mittee that  every  electrical  man  attend.  It  is  especially 
Important  that  each  craft  should  have  a  large  representation, 
and  those  who  cannot  attend  the  lunch  are  urged  to  partici- 
pate in  the  subsequent  meeting,  which  will  be  called  to  order 
at  1  o'clock. 


RAILROAD  DINNER  AT  PORTLAND. 

A  dinner  is  to  be  given  at  the  Portland  Commercial  Club 
on  December  16  to  the  new  railroad  officials  of  Portland 
and  the  State  Railroad  Commissioners.  The  former  Include 
Carl  R.  Gray,  president  S.,  P.  &  S.,  Oregon  Trunk,  Oregon 
Electric,  United  Railways  and  Spokane  &  Inland  Empire 
R.  R.;  J.  D.  Farrell,  president  O.-W.  R.  &  N.  Co.;  S.  G.  Mc- 
Meen,  president  Mt.  Hood  Ry.  &  Power  Co.;  C.  A.  Coolidge, 
vice-president  and  general  manager  Spokane  &  Inland  Em- 
pire R.  R.,  general  manager  Oregon  Electric  and  United  Rail- 
ways; W.  N.  Porter,  treasurer  Mt.  Hood  Ry.  &  Power  Co.; 
F.  W.  Hild,  general  manager  P.  R.,  L.  &  P.  Co.;  D.  W.  Camp- 
bell, general  superintendent  Southern  Pacific  Company;  J. 
M.  Scott,  general  passenger  agent,  Southern  Pacific  Company; 
H.  E.  Lounsbury,  general  freight  agent  Southern  Pacific 
Company;  G.  H.  Smitten,  assistant  general  freight  and  pas- 
senger agent  Great  Northern  Railway;  W.  P.  Warner,  dis- 
trict freight  and  passenger  agent,  C,  M.  &  P.  S.  R.  R.;  J.  H. 
Mulchay,   assistant   general    freight   agent    Southern    Pacific 


Company;  A.  B.  Hutchinson,  purchasing  agent  Southern 
Pacific  Company,  and  G.  W.  Saul,  purchasing  agent  O.-W. 
R.  &  N.  Co. 

The  following  are  members  of  the  various  committees: 
General  arrangements,  Guy  W.  Talbot,  A.  M.  Shannon,  A.  O, 
.Jones,  D.  O.  Lively  and  E.  H.  Ransom;  invitation,  Hugh 
Hume,  Guy  W.  Talbot  and  F.  C.  Malpas;  attendance,  J.  W. 
Minto,  .1.  B.  Webb,  J.  P.  Porter,  M.  L.  Kline,  J.  S.  Ball,  G.  J. 
Major,  F.  S.  Doernbecher,  J.  Louisson,  and  Phil  Metschan,  Jr.; 
speakers,  F.  C.  Malpas,  C.  K.  Williams,  H.  S.  Tuthill,  D.  T. 
Honeyman,  H.  L.  Corbett  and  R.  L.  Macleay;  entertainment, 
J.  Fred  Larson,  W.  A.  Montgomery,  L.  A.  Colton,  Hugh 
Hume  and  V.  Vincent  Jones. 


THROOP  SCHOLARSHIPS. 

A  friend  of  Throop  Polytechnic  Institute,  of  Pasadena, 
California,  who  believes  in  the  educative  value  of  travel,  has 
established  two  scholarship  awards,  to  be  known  as  the 
Senior  and  Freshman  Scholarship  Prizes,  respectively.  The 
Senior  Scholarship  Prize,  consisting  of  $750,  to  be  expended 
in  a  trip  to  Europe,  is  awarded  to  that  member  of  the  gradu- 
ating class  who  has  the  best  record  in  scholarship  for  the 
junior  and  senior  years,  the  faculty  taking  also  into  account, 
in  assigning  the  award,  considerations  of  deportment,  or 
good  manners,  and  ability  for  original  work.  The  Freshman 
Scholarship  Prize,  consisting  of  $250,  to  be  used  in  a  journey 
through  some  of  the  principal  cities  of  the  Eastern  United 
States,  is  awarded  on  each  commencement  day  to  that  mem- 
ber of  the  freshman  class  who  has  the  best  scholarship 
record  for  the  year,  good  manners  and  the  quality  of  initia- 
tive being  also  taken  into  account. 


OREGON  CONTRACTORS  ORGANIZE. 

Oregon  members  of  the  National  Electrical  Contractors' 
Association  are  arranging  for  the  establishment  of  a  state 
association.  Fred  W.  Webber,  state  electrical  inspector, 
acting  as  chairman,  has  appointed  committees  to  draw  up 
a  constitution  and  bylaws. 


ELECTRICITY  ON  THE  SUNSET  LIMITED. 

The  electrical  equipment  of  the  Sunset  Limited,  which 
the  Southern  Pacific  Company  is  again  running  semi-weekly 
between  San  Francisco,  Los  Angeles  and  New  Orleans,  is 
one  of  the  most  important  features  of  the  new  train  de  luxe. 
Electric  lights,  fans,  telephones,  appliances  for  barbers  and 
hair-dressers,  as  well  as  electrically  operated  block  signals 
contribute  greatly  to  the  comfort  and  safety  of  travel  on  this 
train,  which  brings  New  Orleans  one  day  nearer  to  the 
Coa«t.  Thousands  of  dollars  have  been  expended  by  the 
railroad  company  in  an  effort  to  make  the  "Sunset  Limited" 
a  peerless  conveyance  for  the  discriminating  transcontinental 
traveler.  The  all-steel  Pullman  cars  which  compose  the 
train  have  been  especially  constructed  for  this  new  service, 
and  all  elaborations  have  been  made  with  the  idea  of  insuring 
the  comfort  of  "Sunset  Limited"  patrons. 


TRADE  NOTES. 

The  first  Francis  turbine  unit  of  the  Pacific  Coast 
Power  Company's  White  River  plant  near  Tacoma,  Wash., 
is  now  in  commission.  The  Allis-Chalmers  Company  report 
that  this  l.T.OOO  kw.  machine  is  being  excellently  governed 
by  their  new  design  of  pressure  regulator,  and  is  taking  care 
of  the  pressure  fluctuations  of  the  entire  system. 

L.  F.  Yondall,  manager  of  the  Electric  and  Machine 
Equiimient  Company  of  Stockton,  is  rebuilding  two  pumping 
plants  for  Irrigation  District  No.  684.  He  will  install  a  InO- 
h.p.  Westinghouse  motor  and  transformers.  He  is  also  re- 
placing a  gas  engine  with  a  200-h.p.  Westinghouse  motor  for 
the  Delta  Land  Company.  The  Pacific  Gas  and  Electric 
Company  is  running  a  branch  power  line  into  this  district 
to  furnish  current  for  pumping. 
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ELECTRICAL  FLORAL  DECORATIONS. 

Light  is  more  nearly  symbolical  of  the  spirit  of  Christ- 
mas than  any  other  physical  manifestation.  The  electric 
light,  in   particular,   is    annually    becoming    a    more    impor- 


Large  Rose  Basket. 
tant  factor  in  the  observance  of  this  festival,  not  only  on 
the  Christmas  tree,  but  on  the  table.    For  this  purpose  many 
beautiful  designs  are  now  available,  a  few  being  shown  on 
this  page. 


Hanging    Baskets    of   Roses, 


various   table   fruits.     As   such   they   make   a  most   effective 
and   beautiful  decoration  for  the  home   electrical. 


ELECTRIC  STORAGE   BATTERY  CO.   CONVENTION. 

The   Electric   Storage   Battery   Co.   of   Philadelphia,   held 


^-.^^t^'P 


ill  1    5  i:l 


Electric   Lighted    Rose    Vase. 


These  comprise  a  number  which  the  Brooks-Follis  Elec- 
tric Company  of  San  Francisco  is  prepared  to  furnish  the 
dealer  and  central  station  in  time  for  the  annual  holiday 
trade.  They  are  the  products  of  the  highest  artistic  skill 
and  are  also  electrically  perfect,  being  fully  approved  for 
connection  on  the  ordinary  lighting  circuits.  They  com- 
prise vases  and  baskets  of  roses,  chrysanthemums,  tulips 
and  poinsettas  in  all  the  colorings  of  nature,  as  well  as  the 


the  sixth  convention  of  its  staff  and  sales  department  at  the 
Bellevue-Stratford,  Philadelphia,  on  November  6th,  7th,  8th, 
9th  and  10th.  The  convention  was  attended  by  the  managers 
and  salesmen  from  its  various  sales  offices  in  Philadelphia, 
New  York,  Chicago,  Boston,  Cleveland,  St.  Louis,  Denver,  De- 
troit, Atlanta,  and  San  BYancisco.  At  the  conclusion  of  the 
convention  a  company  banquet  was  held  at  the  Radnor  Hunt 
Club. 
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WHY   CALIFORNIA    ISN'T   ALARMED. 

The  Financial  World  of  New  York  recently  commented  on 
California  conditions  as  follows: 

A  leading  bond  and  investment  bouse  which  is  interested 
largely  in  public  utility  enterprises  in  California,  has  received 
from  its  San  Francisco  correspondent  a  review  of  conditions 
iu  the  State  which  perhaps  goes  far  toward  explaining  why 
capital  and  bankers  generally  have  been  viewing  with  the 
greatest  complaisance  the  recent  victory  of  the  radicals  in  the 
California  elections.  Woman  suffrage,  the  recall,  the  initia- 
tive and  referendum,  a  rate-regulating  commission  and  many 
radical  measures  designed  to  restrict  capital,  were  indorsed 
at  that  election,  and  most  of  these  policies  will  be  incorpor- 
ated in  the  new  State  Constitution  next  year.  Since  the 
election  there  have  been  primary  contests  under  the  new 
laws  and  radicals  have  been  named  for  office  in  several  large 
cities.  But  capital  has  never  been  the  least  disturbed  and 
at  the  present  time  there  are,  perhaps,  in  prospect  in  the 
chief  State  of  the  Golden  West,  more  new  enterprises  than 
ever  before  undertaken. 

The  letter  above  referred  to,  written  well  after  the  elec- 
tions and  at  a  time  when  the  full  effect  of  the  contests  could 
be  judged  properly,  says  that  as  far  as  the  banks  in  Cali- 
fornia cities  are  concerned  the  average  city  bank  in  California 
is  at  present  carrying  a  larger  account  in  bonds  than  any 
of  the  country  banks  in  any  other  section  of  the  country. 
One  possible  exception,  the  correspondent  says,  may  be  some 
of  the  old  investment  institutions  in  the  Eastern  States,  in 
which  the  demand  for  money  is  very  small.  With  the  Cali- 
fornia banks  well  supplied  with  bonds,  nevertheless  the  de- 
mand for  investment  securities  is  still  very  good,  and  this 
is  probably  due  to  the  very  heavy  crops,  such  as  barley, 
hops,  fruits,  etc.,  and  for  which  the  prices  are  the  highest 
in  a  long  period.  The  proof  of  the  general  prosperity  is  to 
be  found  in  the  fact  that  the  bank  deposits  have  practically 
doubled  in  the  last  three  months.  There  is  also  general  satis- 
faction at  the  continued  good  earnings  of  the  great  public 
utility  companies  throughout  the  State. 

All  this  evidence  of  prosperity  is,  we  think,  proof  that 
the  alarm  felt  in  many  quarters  over  the  advent  of  radical 
policies  and  extremists  in  politics  is  greatly  overdone,  and 
especially  are  the  harmful  effects  less  apparent  when  crops 
are  good  and  prosperity  reigns.  The  radicalism  of  today 
is  little  more  than  the  expression  of  undue  caution  over  the 
rapid  increase  in  wealth  the  country  over.  Perhaps  if  we 
did  not  have  this  check  as  a  sort  of  balance  wheel  reckless- 
ness and  expansion  in  finance  and  tra'de  might  go  to  alarm- 
ing lengths. 


RESTORATION   OF  TELEPHONE   SERVICE    IN   98   HOURS. 

The  Missouri  and  Kansas  Telephone  Company's  Fair- 
mount  Exchange,  at  Kansas  City,  Missouri,  was  completely  de- 
stroyed, on  Sunday,  October  22d  at  3  a.  m.,  by  a  fire  which 
is  believed  to  have  been  caused  by  an  explosion  of  gas  in 
the  house  adjoining  that  in  which  the  central  office  was 
located.  The  telephone  company  at  once  communicated  with 
the  Western  Electric  Company  and  the  work  of  restoring 
service  to  the  subscribers  was  begun  at  9  o'clock  of  the 
same  morning,  when  a  dozen  men  from  the  electric  com- 
pany's local   installing  force  appeared  upon   the  scene. 

The  Hawthorne  factory  of  the  Western  Electric  Com- 
pany was  called  upon  by  long  distance  telephone  to  make  a 
hurry-up  shipment,  and  responded  by  sending  forward  the 
necessary  apparatus  by  express  the  evening  of  the  day  on 
which  the  fire  occurred,  thus  supplementing  without  delay 
the  work  which  was  being  done  by  the  local  house  in  rush- 
ing material  to  the  building  in  which  the  new  exchange 
was  to  be  housed. 


The  new  switchboard  equipment  consisted  of  several 
sections  from  the  telephone  company's  stock,  and  some 
from  an  addition  which  was  to  be  installed  at  the  Rosedale 
Exchange,  on  account  of  the  increasing  business  in  that  dis- 
trict. Twenty-six  installers  reported  for  work  on  Monday 
morning,  October  23,  and  from  that  time  until  the  new  board 
was  cut  in  service  at  5:00  a.  m,  October  26th,  with  a  full 
equipment  of  800  subscribers'  lines,  a  day  and  night  crew  were 
at  work  continuously. 

Taking  into  consideration  the  fact  that  the  work  was 
done  under  high  speed  conditions,  in  order  that  the  sub- 
scribers might  not  be  inconvenienced  for  an  extended  period, 
it  is  worthy  of  note  that  the  trouble  reports  issued  as  a  mat- 
ter of  routine  by  the  telephone  company  indicate  that  the 
work  of  the  Western  Electric  Company's  installing  force  was 
so  well  done  that  a  minimum  of  trouble  was  experienced 
after  the  new  equipment  was  cut  into  service. 


CALORIZED  ELECTRIC  SOLDERING  IRON. 

The  use  of  the  ordinary  soldering  iron  has  two  serious 
drawbacks — the  impossibility  of  keeping  it  hot  continuously, 
and  the  rapid  wasting  away  of  the  copper.  The  develop- 
ment of  the  electric  soldering  iron  obviated  the  former,  fur- 
nishing the  mechanic  with  an  iron  which  not  only  stayed 
uniformly  hot  all  the  time,  but  one  in  which  the  heat  in- 
tensity could  be  easily  regulated  by  the  mere  turning  on  or 
off  of  the  current.  The  second  fault,  that  is,  the  rapid 
wasting  away  of  the  copper,  still  remained,  to  a  large  extent, 
necessitating  frequent  renewals,  and,  consequently,  making 
no  reduction  in  the  cost  of  maintenance. 

Therefore,  it  is  of  much  interest  to  metal  workers  to 
know  that  many  experiments  made  in  the  research  labora- 
tories of  the  General  Electric  Company  to  mitigate  this  fault 
has  resulted  in  the  discovery  of  a  process  of  treating  the 
copper  which  renders  the  latter  non-oxidizable  under  high 
heats  and  non-corrodable  by  the  acids  used  in  soldering. 
Furthermore,  it  reduces  to  a  minimum  the  dissolving  action 
of  the  molten  tin,  with  which  the  working  tip  must  always 
be  kept  coated. 

This  "calorizing"  process  or  method  of  treatment  does 
not  merely  coat  the  surface  of  the  copper  with  a  thin  layer 
of  non-oxidizable  or  non-corrodable  substance,  liable  to  scale 
off  under  the  effects  of  heat  and  acids;  but  actually  changes 
the  characteristics  of  the  copper  to  an  appreciable  depth. 
Thus  the  durability  or  practical  working  life  of  the  copper  is 
increased  to  such  an  extent  as  to  provide  a  soldering  iron  of 
maximum  economy  and  effectiveness. 


CUTLER-HAMMER     FEED-THROUGH     SWITCH. 

The  Cutler-Hammer  Feed-Through  Switch  provides  a  con- 
venient means  for  controlling  heating  device  circuits.  Flat 
irons,  toasters,  disc  stoves,  chafing  dishes,  percolators,  solder- 
ing and  branding  irons,  etc.  can  be  more  economically 
operated  if  a  convenient  means  be  provided  for  turning  on 
and  off  the  current. 

This  switch  is  also  of  value  in  manufacturing  plants. 
Portable  drills,  vacuum  cleaner  sets,  electric  hammers  and 
other  electric  motor-driven  and  heating  devices  can  be  con- 
trolled by  this  feed-through  switch.  The  devices  mentioned 
are  often  operated  at  considerable  distances  from  their  sources 
of  current  supply  and  a  ready  means  for  opening  and  closing 
the  circuit  saves  valuable  time. 

The  feed-through  switch  provides  a  convenient  means 
for  breaking  the  circuit  when  the  Iron  gets  too  hot  or  when 
the  work  being  done  is  of  such  a  nature  as  to  require  a  cooler 
iron.  To  manipulate  the  key  of  the  fixture  socket  frequently 
is  Inconvenient  and  also  results  in  rapid  destruction  of  the 
socket. 
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INCORPORATIONS. 

ASHLAND,  ORE.— The  Dead  Indian  Telephone  Company, 
capital  $2000,  of  this  place,  has  been  incorporated. 

LOS  ANGELES,  CAL. — Empire  Electric  Company — capital 
$100,000;  directors,  E.  J.  Rose,  S.  J.  Mathes,  A.  H.  Honey, 
P.  H.  Tyler  and  P.  J.  Ryan. 

LOS  ANGELES,  CAL.— Union  Coal  &  Electric  Company 
—Capital  $1,000,000;  directors,  R.  O.  Young,  G.  C.  Beaman, 
W.  H.  Packard,  G.  R.  Williamson  and  I.  C.  Long. 

LOS  ANGELES,  CAL.— Miller  Storage  Battery  Company, 
incorporators  George  J.  Miller',  Frank  J.  Miller,  Clarence  H. 
Miller,  Albert  Burdett  Hanson  and  Thomas  L.  Gifford,  capital 
stock   $10,000. 

LOS  ANGELES,  CAL. — California  Pipe  Line  Company- 
capital,  $5,000,000;  directors,  R,  L.  Cox,  J.  Fred  Gale,  S.  N. 
Clark,  J.  J.  Doran,  August  P.  F.  Hartnack,  Homer  R.  Crouse 
and  J.  H.  Englehart. 

LOS  ANGELES,  CAL.— Eureka  Electric  Manufacturing 
Company,  incorporators,  F.  W.  Post,  F.  B.  Howard,  James 
A.  McGowan,  Fred  St.  Clair  and  A.  A.  Cole;  capital  stock, 
$100,000;   subscribed,  $1. 

SANTA  ROSA,  CAL.— California  Telephone  &  Light 
Company,  $10,000,000,  by  J.  E.  Bennett  of  Palo  Alto,  F.  L. 
Wright  of  Santa  Rosa,  A.  H.  Spurr  of  Lakeport,  M.  S.  Sayre 
of  Lakeport,  W.  P.  Ferguson  and  S.  Pickering  of  Santa  Rosa 
and  H.  L.  Nay,  Kellogg. 

STAYTON,  ORE.— The  Santiam  Light  &  Power  Company 
has  been  incorporated  for  $25,000  by  A.  L.  Shreve,  S.  L. 
Stewart  and  J.  W.  Mayo  to  take  over  the  property  and  busi- 
ness of  the  Stayton  Electric  Light  Company.  A  number  of 
improvements  and  additions  are  to  be  made  to  the  system. 

SAN  BERNARDINO,  CAL.— The  Citrus  Belt  Gas  Com- 
pany has  been  organized  with  capital  stock  of  $1,500,000,  to 
take  over  the  plant  of  the  San  Bernardino  Valley  Gas  Com- 
pany. The  directors  are:  A.  M.  Ham,  E.  D.  Roberts  and  Z.  T. 
Bell  of  this  city,  F.  Morrison  of  Redlands  and  E.  S.  Moulton 
of  Riverside.  The  company  will  not  only  supply  gas,  but 
electrical  energy  both  for  light  and  power  purposes. 

SACRAMENTO,  CAL.— Articles  of  incorporation  have 
been  filed  of  the  Sacramento  &  Eastern  Railway.  The  road 
is  to  extend  from  Sacramento  to  Folsom  and  is  incorporated 
tor  $1,000,000.  The  incorporators  are  Charles  H.  Hammon  of 
Berkeley,  L.  J.  de  Sabia,  San  Francisco;  Samuel  Lillienthal, 
San  Francisco;  George  E.  Springer  of  Oakland  and  Herbert 
W.  Furlong  of  Pleasanton.  Twenty  thousand  dollars'  worth 
of  stock  has  been  subscribed,  Hammon  having  pledged  for 
$18,000  of  this  and  the  other  $500  each.  The  road  will  be 
approximately  60  miles  in  length,  swinging  southeast  from 
Sacramento  to  a  point  midway  between  the  capital  city  and 
Folsom  and  then  northeast  into  Folsom,  practically  keep- 
ing in  view  of  the  Southern  Pacific  the  entire  distance. 

PORTLAND,  ORE.— The  Deschutes  Rimrock  Power 
Company  has  been  incorporated  with  a  capital  of  $1,000,000, 
with  Malcolm  A.  Moody  as  president  and  LeRoy  Park,  as  sec- 
retary and  treasurer.  The  company  expects  to  start  actual 
construction  work  within  90  days,  as  the  entire  bond  issue 
of  $9,000,000  has  been  approved  and  money  will  be  avail- 
able for  work  within  that  time.  The  project  provides  for  a 
small  dam  500  feet  long  and  20  feet  high,  which  will  be 
capable  of  developing  a  minimum  of  15,000  horsepower  and 
the  other  and  more  important  dam  will  be  a  hollow   con- 


crete structure  of  the  Ambursen  type,  140  feet  high  and 
over  600  feet  in  length.  This  will  develop  a  minimum  of 
60,000  horsepower  and  will  be  the  greatest  power  dam  in  the 
Greater  Northwest.  The  two  dams  will  be  7000  feet  apart, 
the  smaller  being  placed  just  north  of  Moody,  the  first  sta- 
tion south  of  the  Columbia  River  on  the  Deschutes  railroad. 
The  land  to  be  watered  lies  on  the  Columbia  River  and  will 
include  in  its  first  unit  15,000  acres. 


ILLUMINATION. 

PASCO,  WASH.— The  City  Council  has  ordered  the 
street  lighting  committee  to  engage  Engineer  H.  Day  Han- 
ford  of  Seattle  to  prepare  plans  for  a  municipal  lighting 
plantl 

HOOD  RIVER,  ORE.— On  recommendation  of  the  light 
and  water  commission  the  City  Council  has  contracted  with 
the  hydroelectric  company  for  the  term  of  10  years  for  light- 
ing the  city  streets, 

SAN  DIEGO,  CAL.— The  City  Council  has  decided  to  ap- 
prove plans  of  Superintendent  Adams  to  light  the  down  town 
streets  with  ornamental  cluster  lights.  All  lights  in  down 
town  district  will  be  in  by  January  1. 

BAKERSFIELD,  CAL.— The  City  Clerk  has  been  in- 
structed to  advertise  for  bids  for  lighting  the  streets  of  Ba- 
kersfield  with  luminous  arcs,  the  number  of  lights  to  range 
from  175  to  250,  and  the  lighting  to  be  on  the  all-night  basis. 

WATSONVILLE,  CAL.— This  city  is  to  have  an  improved 
system  of  street  lights.  The  system  recommended  by  S.  W. 
Coleman,  manager  of  the  Coast  Counties  Light  &  Power  Com- 
pany, consists  of  350  Mazda  type  arc  lamps. 

FALLON,  NEV.— At  the  last  meeting  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil the  plans  and  estimates  presented  by  City  Engineer  C.  P. 
Osgood  for  an  electric  light  system  for  the  city  were  ac- 
cepted and  the  city  attorney  was  instructed  to  draft  an  or- 
dinance providing  for  the  issuance  of  bonds  to  the  extent 
of  $15,000  to  install  the  proposed  system. 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL.— The  State  Board  of  Control 
is  preparing  to  contract  for  the  purchase  of  all  the  electric 
light  globes  used  in  all  of  the  State  institutions  by  bulk.  It 
is  estimated  that  25,000  electric  bulbs  are  used  in  the  State 
institutions  each  year,  and  by  purchasing  them  in  bulk  a 
saving  of  approximately  $5000  will  be  made. 


BERKELEY,  CAL. — Mayor  J.  Stitt  Wilson  has  been  asked 
by  the  City  Council  to  procure  data  on  the  cost,  charges  and 
other  information  on  municipal  lighting  plants  which  are 
now  in  operation  throughout  the  country.  The  action  of  the 
council  came  after  a  proposal  of  the  mayor,  in  a  special  mes- 
sage, that  the  city  establish  such  a  plant. 

ALBANY,  ORE. — ^W.  H.  McGoldrick  has  accepted  the 
gas  plant  franchise  granted  him  recently  by  the  city.  A  for- 
feit of  $1000  has  been  posted  to  guarantee  the  erection  of 
the  plant  within  a  year.  It  is  also  asserted  that  McGoldrick 
is  organizing  a  company  to  be  known  as  the  Albany  Gas 
Company,  to  be  incorporated  with  a  capital  of  $500,000. 
A  franchise  was  also  received  to  install  gas  pipes  along 
public  highways  in  Linn  county. 

TULARE,  CAL.— At  a  metting  of  the  officers  of  the  Tu- 
lare County  Power  Company  a  contract  was  awarded  to  Oscar 
Parlier  for  the  brick  and  cement  work  on  the  auxiliary  power 
plant  to  be  erected  in  this  city.    There  were  several  bidders, 
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but  Mr.  Parlier's  bid  was  the  lowest  and  most  satisfactory. 
He  will  be  required  to  lay  about  200,000  bricks  and  build 
7000  cubic  feet  of  cement  work.  The  contracts  for  the  car- 
penter work  will  be  let  at  an  early  date. 


TRANSPORTATION. 
PORTLAND,    ORE.— The    Southern    Pacific   Railway   has 
entered  into  a  contract  with  the  Portland  Railway,  Light  & 
Power  Company  for  delivery  of  5000  h.p.  for  the  company's 
local  Fourth  street  line.    The  railway  will  be  electrified. 

BAKBRSFIELD,  CAL.— The  Board  of  Trustees  passed  an 
ordinance  granting  a  franchise  to  the  San  Joaquin  Light  & 
Power  Corporation,  the  right  to  construct  and  operate  a 
/Street  and  interurban  street  railroad  along,  over  and  across 
certain  streets,  highways,  etc.,  in  the  city  of  Bakersfield,  Cal. 

NAMPA,  IDAHO. — Wm.  Mainland  and  others  have  re- 
ceived a  franchise  of  50  years'  duration  for  the  construction 
of  an  electric  street  car  system  in  this  city.  The  franchise 
contains  the  usual  paving  clauses  and  other  safeguards  and 
provides  that  the  franchise  is  void  in  case  cars  are  not  in 
operation  by  July,  1912. 

CLE  ELUM,  WASH.— The  Brown  Company,  Bailey 
building,  Seattle,  has  been  commissioned  consulting  engi- 
neers by  the  Kittitas  Railway  &  Power  Company  to  make 
preliminary  and  permanent  surveys  for  its  new  hydroelectric 
development  and  electric  railway  from  this  city  into  the  Cle 
Elum  mining  district,  a  distance  of  about  40  miles,  at  a  cost 
of   about   $1,500,000. 

VALLBJO,  CAL.— The  directors  of  the  Vallejo  &  North- 
ern Railroad  voted  to  float  $10,000,000  more  in  bonds.  This 
money  is  to  be  used  in  construction  and  equipment.  In  or- 
der to  simplify  trade  matters,  T.  T.  C.  Gregory  has  had  the 
railway  holdings  turned  over  in  his  name.  President  Greg- 
ory appeared  before  the  City  Council  and  presented  the 
map  of  the  roadway  through  this  city,  and  announced  that 
as  soon  as  it  was  accepted  he  would  advertise  for  bids  on 
grading.  An  ordinance  extending  the  necessary  permission 
for  the  road  to  use  the  city  streets  was  ordered  drawn  up. 


TRANSMISSION. 
GOODING,  IDAHO.— The  substation  of  the   Shoshone   & 
Twin  Falls  Light  &  Power  Company  was  burned  a  few  days 
ago. 

LEWISTON,  IDAHO.— The  proposition  of  installing  a  dam 
in  the  Clearwater  River  to  provide  a  power  plant  for  munici- 
pal and  manufacturing  purposes  is  receiving  the  considera- 
tion of  the  City  Council. 

STANFORD  UNIVERSITY,  CAL.— The  construction  of 
a  new  $14,000  powerhouse  will  be  commenced  at  once  be- 
tween the  history  building  and  the  football  field.  The  plans 
were  prepared  by  Prof.  W.  F.  Durand.  The  building  will 
furnish  more  shop  room  and  experimental  laboratories  for 
the  engineering  department. 

LEAVENWORTH,  WASH. — A  crew  of  engineers  assem- 
bled at  this  point  recently,  taking  final  measurements  and 
soundings  on  the  river,  preparatory  to  the  construction  of  a 
concrete  dam  to  be  installed  this  winter  for  the  Washington 
Steel  &  Iron  Company.  The  company  also  proposes  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  power  plant  to  generate  from  4000  to  6000  h.p. 
It  is  understood  that  plans  are  in  course  of  preparation  and 
at  their  completion  bids  on  a  general  contract  will  be  called 
for. 

FRESNO,  CAL. — Engineers  of  the  contracting  firm  of 
Stone  &  Webster  has  arrived  from  Los  Angeles  in  company 
with  G.  O.  Newman,  head  engineer  of  the  Pacific  Light  & 
Power   corporation,   and   has   gone   with   Mr.   Newman   and 


Manager  A.  G.  Wishon  of  the  San  Joaquin  Light  &  Power 
Company,  to  Big  Creek,  where  a  big  power  plant  and  dam 
are  to  be  constructed.  Preliminary  work  in  this  construc- 
tion has  been  superintended  by  Mr.  Newman,  under  the 
supervision  of  Mr.  Wishon,  and  now  the  entire  job  of  con- 
struction is  to  be  turned  over  to  Stone  &  Webster,  under 
a  newly  formed  contract. 

RENO,  NEV.— The  Nevada  Valleys  Power  Co.  has  been 
incorporated  under  the  laws  of  Nevada,  with  Reno  as  the 
principal  place  of  business  and  an  authorized  capital  of 
$2,500,000.  Messrs.  J.  E.  Bowes,  Hurley  and  M.  S.  Hamilton 
of  Oakland  are  among  the  incorporators.  Leon  M.  Hall,  elec- 
trical engineer,  is  interested  in  the  project  and  W.  H.  Lel- 
fingwell  is  the  company's  engineer.  It  is  proposed  to  install 
two  power  plants  in  Storey  County,  Nevada,  about  14  miles 
east  of  Reno  with  effective  heads  of  about  90  and  75  feet, 
respectively.  It  is  estimated  that  a  total  of  5500  h.p.  can  bo 
generated  and  transmitted  to  Virginia  City,  Reno  and  else- 
where. 


TELEPHONE  AND  TELEGRAPH. 

MIDVALE,  IDAHO.— The  Midvale  Telephone  line  has 
been  sold  to  Levi  Keithly  and  Roy  Delashmutt.  An  entire 
new  equipment  is  to  be  located  in  the  McCrum  building 
on  Bridge  street. 

KLAMATH  FALLS,  ORE.— After  keeping  forty  fires  go- 
ing night  and  day  for  weeks  to  heat  concrete,  and  building 
large  canvas  walls  and  ceilings  over  the  work  to  keep  the 
heat  in,  the  contractors  of  the  Lost  River  diversion  dam, 
building  for  the  reclamation  of  50,000  acres  inundated  by 
Tule  Lake,  have  put  in  all  the  concrete  without  damage  from 
frost.     The  dam  is  of  the  horseshoe  type. 

SUSANVILLE,  CAL. — Application  for  a  franchise  for  a 
period  fo  50  years  has  been  made  by  the  Honey  Lake  Val- 
ley Mutual  Telephone  Association  to  the  Board  of  Super- 
visors, for  the  right  to  erect,  construct  and  operate  a  tele- 
phone and  telegraph  line  over  certain  roads  and  highways 
in  the  county  of  Lassen.  Bids  will  be  received  for  the  sale 
of  said  franchise  up  to  January  4,  1912,  at  which  time  the 
franchise  will  be  sold  to  the  highest  bidder. 


WATERWORKS. 

MEDFORD,  ORE.— The  citizens  of  Gold  Hill  have  adopted 
a  new  charter  and  passed  a  bond  issue  of  $25,000  which  i\'ill 
be  used  to  construct  a  modern  water  supply. 

McMINNVILLE,  ORE.— A.  L.  Richardson  or  the  Portland 
engineering  firm  of  Stannard  &  Richardson  is  preparing 
the  plans  for  the  installation  of  a  water  system  at  Carlton. 

SEATTLE,  WASH.— Prof.  E.  O.  Eastwood,  consulting 
engineer  of  the  university,  has  completed  plans  for  a  100,000 
gallon  steel  water  tank  recently.  Bids  are  to  be  called  for 
immediately. 

LOS  ANGELES,  CAL.— The  Verdugo  Springs  Water 
Company  has  been  awarded  a  contract  for  laying  5000  feet 
of  four-inch  steel  water  mains  throughout  the  Kenilworth 
Tract,  in  Glendale.  The  Southern  California  Gas  Company 
will   supply  gas  for  the  tract. 

RICHMOND,  CAL.— The  contracting  agent  of  the  Union 
Water  Company  of  Oakland,  Col.  M.  M.  Ogden,  has  an- 
nounced that  his  company,  owned  by  the  United  Properties 
corporation  will  invade  the  Richmond  territory  at  once  in 
opposition  to  the  Peoples  company.  The  latter  has  up  to 
this  time  held  a  monopoly  of  the  field,  with  the  exception 
of  the  private  water  company  that  serves  the  Santa  Fe  dis- 
trict. 
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Aluminum  Company  of  America 

American  Bridge  Company 

Benjamin   Electric    Manufacturing   Company 

Blake  Signal  &  Manufacturing  Company 3 

Bonestell    &   Company I4 

Bridgeport  Brass   Company 4 

Brill  Company,  The  J.  G 

Brilliant    Electric    Company 

BroKks-Follis  Electric  Corporation ]5 

Buckeye  Electric  Company,  The 

Century  Electric  Company g 

Colonial  Electric  Company 

Colonial  Electrical  Agency  Company 

Crocker-Wheeler  Company  ■ 

D.  &  W.  Fuse  Company 

Dearborn  Drug  &  Chemical  Works 14 

Duncan  Electric  Manufacturing  Company   5 

Economy   Electric    Company 

Electric  Storage  Battery  Company 

Electrical  Engineers'  Equipment  Company 2 

Parnsworth  Electrical  Works   

Farrar  &  Company,  J.  C 

Fort  Wayne  Electric  Works 

Fostorla  Incandescent  Lamp  Co 15 

General  Electric  Company 16-17 

Gould  Storage  Battery  Company 

Habirshaw   Wire    Company 

Hammel  Oil  Burner  Company 

Hemingray  Glass  Company 3 

Hitchcock  Military  Academy '. 5 

Holophane  Company  

Home  Telephone  Company 

Hughes  &  Company,  B.  C 14 


Hunt,  Mirk  &  Company 

Indiana  Rubber  &  Insulated  Wire  Co 18 

Johns-Manville   Co.,   H.   W 5 

Kellogg  Switchboard  &  Supply  Co 

Kelman   Electric   &   Manufacturing  Co 

Klein  &  Sons,  Mathias 3 

Leahy  Manufacturing  Co. ; 

Locke  Insulator  Manufacturing  Co 4 

McGlauflin  Manufacturing  Co. 

Moore  &  Co.,  Engineers,  Chas.  C ^ 

Multiple  Arch  Hydraulic  Construction  Company,  Ltd 2 

National   Metal   Molding   Company 18 

New  York  Insulated  Wire  Company 

Ohio  Brass  Company 
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OIL  BURNING 


BY  E.  N.  PERCY. 


Many  engineers  and  business  men  hear  of  oil 
burning,  see  records  of  oil  burning  tests  with  their 
excellent  results,  and  read  long  academic  discussions 
on  oil  burning  without  having  learned  in  the  least 
degree  how  to  install  an  oil  burning  equipment  on 
their  own  plant.  The  following  article  is  addressed 
to  engineers  and  business  men  in  plain  non-technical 
terms  with  a  view  to  telling  them  how  to  get  ready 
to  burn  oil  and  then  how  to  burn  it. 


grees  Beaume  to  25  degrees  Beaume  contain  between 
6,000,000  and  6,400,000  British  thermal  units  per  bar- 
rel, the  total  variation  not  being  over  4  per  cent,  and 
that  in  favor  of  the  heavier  oil.  Light  oil  has  more 
heat  per  pound  but  less  per  barrel;  heavy  oil  has  less 
heat  per  pound  but  more  per  barrel  on  account  of  its 
weight.  Therefore,  heavy  oil  is  the  cheapest  to  use ; 
but  if  too  heavy  will  make  so  much  carbon  and  smoke 
that  there  is  an  excessive  waste. 


Oil  Storage  Tanks  at  Refinery 


The  first  thing  necessary  with  fuel  oil  is  to  re- 
ceive it.  The  price  must  be  learned,  freight  rate  on 
the  oil  and  any  other  necessary  charges  such  as  cart- 
ing, switching,  etc.  Fuel  oil  is  delivered  exclusively 
in  bulk,  either  in  tank  cars,  barges  or  steamships.  It 
should  be  an  oil  which  has  neither  light  volatile  con- 
stituents nor  extremely  heavy  constituents ;  neither 
should  it  be  an  oil  which  has  been  taken  directly  from 
the  well  without  properly  settling  to  eliminate  water, 
gravel,  and  other  debris.  All  oil  has  practically  the 
same  heating  value;  the  diliferences  being  so  small 
that  they  cannot  be  discerned  except  in  the  highest 
grade  plants. 

All  fuel  oils  in  general  use  ranging  from   14  de- 


To  receive  the  oil  it  is  necessary  to  put  in  stor- 
age. This  may  take  the  form  of  steel  tanks  above 
the  ground,  concrete  vaults  under  the  ground,  or  in 
small  installations  wooden  tanks  above  the  ground. 
Concrete  vaults  and  forms  may  be  roughly  figured  at 
SO  cents  per  cubic  foot  of  concrete  and  the  excavation 
according  to  locality  and  material,  averaging  60  cents 
per  cubic  yard.  Steel  tanks  including  foundation,  roof 
and  setting  up  will  cost  approximately  $1  a  barrel. 

The  accompanying  curves  show  the  cost  and 
weight  of  various  kinds  of  tanks.  These  costs  apply 
primarily  around  San  Francisco  Bay;  for  other  dis- 
tricts freight  rates,  labor  charges,  etc.,  should  be 
added  accordingly.     Fig.  2  .shows  the  swing  pipe  and 
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Cums  of  Cos!  and  Neighl  ol  Tanks 
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Cost  of  TanHs  in  Dollars 
Fig.  1.     Curves  of  Cost  and  Weight  of  Tanks. 

heating  coils  that  are  used  in  large  tanks  for  warm- 
ing up  the  fuel  oil. 

It  should  be  stated  here  that  the  burner  is  the 
last  and  almost  the  least  important  thing  in  an  oil 
burning  installation ;  the  most  important  being  ample 
means  for  heating  the  oil.     This  latter  includes  heat- 
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Fig.  2.     Swing  Pipe  and  Heater  Coils  for  Tank. 

ers  in  the  main  storage  and  a  heater  for  bringing  the 
oil  to  final  temperature  just  before  going  to  the  burner. 
By  using  the  arrangement  of  heaters  shown  in 
Fig.  2  only  the  oil  going  into  the  suction  pipe  is 
heated,  it  not  beinjf  necessary  to  heat  the  entire  tank. 
This  arran^pment  j^  intended  for  a  very  large  instal- 


lation ;  with  a  smaller  installation  a  simpler  arrange- 
ment will  answer;  but  there  should  be  at  least  one 
square  foot  of  heating  surface  for  every  barrel  in  the 
tank. 

Nearly  always  the  heating  coils  which  have  been 
installed  ia  a  small  tank  will  be  found  out  of  commis- 
sion because  of  breakage  or  leakage.  This  is  because 
they  are  entirely  too  small.  The  coils  should  be  con- 
structed of  2  in.  pipe  no  matter  how  small  the  tank 
is.  This  is  little  if  any  more  expensive  than  smaller 
pipe  because  the  2  in.  pipe  has  relatively  greater  area. 

The  swing  pipe  is  necessary  only  in  large  tanks 
when  they  are  above  ground  to  prevent  the  accidental 
draining  of  the  entire  tank  in  case  of  breakage  of  large 
pipes. 

Fig.  3  shows  the  proper  way  of  connecting  large 
or  small  pipes  through  the  tank  shell ;  running  threads 
with  lock  collars  are  not  good  engineering  and  should 
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Connection   roR  jh'/a'c  ptp£ 


Fig.  3. 


Correct  Methods  of  Running  Pipe  Through 
Tank    Shell. 


never  be  used.  Concrete  tanks  should  be  reinforced 
and  plastered  on  the  inside  with  at  least  one  inch  of 
cement  plaster.  They  will  be  a  failure  unless  of  the 
best  construction.  The  underwriters  and  various  cit- 
ies have  requirements  in  connection  with  the  storing 
of  oil  which  must  be  met  in  order  to  carry  insurance 
and  observe  the  law,  to  say  nothing  of  the  actual 
safety  obtained.  The  first  principle  in  this  respect  is 
that  no  gravity  system  is  permissible.  The  oil  must 
be  stored  below  the  level  of  the  burners  and  reach 
same  by  means  of  pumps  only. 

Fig.  4,  5,  6  and  7  show  various  phases  of  per- 
missible installations  under  the  ordinance  in  San  Fran- 
cisco. 

Having  investigated  the  cost  of  delivering  oil  and 
prepared  proper  storage  for  it  in  accordance  with  the 
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Fig.  4.     Oil  Tank  Below  Basement  Floor  Level,  Boiler 
in  Basement  (side"walk  not  excavated). 


Fig.  5.     Oil  Tank  4  Feet  Below  Sidewalk,  Boiler  on 
Ground  Floor  (no  basement). 


Fig-.    6.     Oil    Tank    and   Boiler    on    Basement    Floor 
(sidewalk  excavated). 


Fig.  7.     Oil  Tank  4  Feet  Below  Boiler  Room  Floor, 
Boiler   in   Basement    (sidewalk   excavated). 

rules  of  insurance,  laws  of  communities,  and  proper 
construction,  we  are  now  ready  to  pump  it  to  the 
power  plant.  Ordinary  duplex  pumps  installed  in  du- 
plicate probably  give   the   best  satisfaction,   although 


rotary  pumps,  belt-driven  triplex  and  other  types 
are  used  for  the  purpose.  It  is  advisable  to  install 
oil  pumps  in  duplicate  because  one  of  them  will  fre- 
quently be  deranged  because  of  gravel  in  the  oil  or 
valves  hung  open  with  asphalt,  or  gases  formed  from 
oil  that  has  too  many  light  fractions.  It  is  not  advis- 
able to  install  a  pump  smaller  than  4^4  x  3  x  4  for  any 
purpose  whatever. 

Arrangements  are  usually  made  for  the  oil  to  be 
delivered  at  a  constant  pressure.  This  is  done  either 
by  means  of  one  of  the  various  patent  governors  on 
the  market,  or  by  means  of  an  ordinary  pop  valve 
discharging  into  the  pump  suction.  Many  plants  are 
running  without  any  regulating  device  whatever. 

Probably  the  best  system  is  one  in  which  the  oil 
pressure  is  regulated  by  the  steam  pressure  whereby 
the  boiler  automatically  regulates  its  own  fire ;  but 
this  does  not  imply  that  an  oil  fire  should  be  left  with- 
out attention.  It  requires  very  little  work  and  the 
fireman  has  plenty  of  time  to  do  many  other  things, 
but  his  bench  or  other  work  should  be  in  the  fire  room 


Fig:.  9.  S.ngle  Coil  Oil  Heater 


Fig-.  10.  Multitubular  Oil  Heater 


and  not  elsewhere  as  oil  must  not  be  left  without  at- 
tention under  any  circumstances,  no  more  than  coal. 
After  the  oil  leaves  the  pump  it  goes  direct  to  the 
heater,  a  device  in  which  it  is  brought  to  the  highest 
-temperature  possible  with  live  steam,  not  exhaust  or 
waste  steam. 

Fig.  9  shows  a  simple  type  of  such  a  heater 
which  can  be  constructed  by  any  engineer.  It  is  not 
very  ornamental  but  does  the  work.  The  oil  is  within 
the  pipe  and  the  steam  around  it.  Fig  10  shows  a 
multitublar  heater.  Fig.  11  is  a  double  chest  heater, 
the  design  of  which  is  obvious. 

Fig.  12  is  probably  the  best  and  most  expensive 
heater  that  can  be  built  for  large  heavy  work,  con- 
sisting of  a  copper  coil  supported  on  a  steel  rack 
within  a  steel  boiler  shell  bolted  to  a  cast  iron  base 
thoroughly  lagged  with  a  non-conductor  and  finished 
off  with  sheet  iron. 

Fig.  13  shows  the  arrangement  of  steam  piping 
in  an  oil  burning  plant.  Fig.  14  shows  oil  piping  in 
an  oil  burning  plant  arranged  in  what  is  called  a  non- 
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Fig.  11.     Cast  Iron  Oil  Heater 

Fig.  12.     High  Duty  Single  Coil  Type  of  Oil  Heater. 

return  system ;  the  oil  simply  flowing  from  the  pump 
through  the  heater  to  the  burners.  Fig.  15  shows 
the  oil  piping  arrangement  in  what  is  called  a  circu- 
lating oil  burning  system.     In  this  case  the  oil  flows 


Fig.  13. 


steam  Piping  Arrangement  in  Oil  Burning 
System. 


from  the  pump  through  the  heater  to  the  burners,  giv- 
ing them  what  oil  they  need  and  then  flowing  back 
to  the  pump  suction.  This  is  necessary  in  every  large 
Fig.  16  shows  in  a  measure,  the  entire  piping  ar- 
rangement of  an  oil  burning  system.     The  oil  stand- 


plant  or  in  very  long  lines  in  order  to  keep  the  oil 
hot,  especially  when  the  fires  are  low. 


Fij 


15. 


Oil    Piping    Arrangement    in    Continuous 
Return  System. 


Fig.    16.     Piping   Arrangement   for   Atomization   by 
Steam. 

pipe  is  for  the  purpose  of  trapping  gases,  etc.,  that  may 
be  in  the  oil,  and  must  be  blown  from  time  to  time. 


Fig.    }^.     OJiT    Piping    Arrangement    in    Non-Return. 
Oil  Burning  System. 


Fig.    17.     Piping   Arrangement   for   Atomization   by 
Compressed  Air. 

Fig.  17  shows  an  oil  burning  system  in  which  pro- 
vision is  made  for  atomization  by  compressed  air. 

In  the  most  recent  practice  the  oil  and  steam  are 
not  regulated  within  the  burner  but  by  outside  valves. 
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The  best  practice  calls  for  a  burner  of  the  utmost 
simplicity  with  regulating  valves  just  outside  of  it. 
Ordinary  globe  and  needle  valves  do  not  regulate 
well  for  many  reasons,  a  valve  of  the  type  shown  in 
Fig.  18  being  much  more  desirable  because  regulation 
is  effected  by  the  uncovering  of  the  diamond-shape 
port  by  the  piston,  but  when  the  valve  is  brought  to 


i 


T^ 


Fig.  18. 


full  closure  it  seats  as  any  ordinary  globe  valve.  The 
strainer  is  simply  to  prevent  sediment  from  getting 
into  the  valve  or  burner  and  can  be  removed  at  a 
moment's  notice  for  cleaning. 

Furnaces. 

The  arrangement  of  boiler,  furnace,  chimney, 
draft,  brick  work,  front,  and  dampers  is  far  more  im- 
portant than  the  burner,  although  the  type  of  burner 
should  accord  with  them  and  produce  the  shape  of 
flame  desired.  Various  errors  still  exist  in  oil  burn- 
ing as  hold-overs  from  coal  furnaces.  One  of  these 
is  the  existence  of  the  bridge  wall.  There  absolutely 
should  be  no  bridge  wall  in  connection  with  an  oil 
fire  except  in  those  types  of  water  tube  boilers  where 
the  bridge  wall  extends  up  to  the  tubes. 

Fig.  19  shows  an  internal  fired  boiler  that  was 
specially  designed  for  oil  firing  by  making  it  extremely 
iong.  This  method  of  bricking  has  proven  very  satis- 
factory with  the  exception  that  the  bridge  wall  tends 
to  throw  the  flame  against  the  crown  sheets,  which,  of 
course,  is  bad  practice. 

Fig.  20  shows  a  return  tubular  boiler  of  the  ordi- 
nary type  properly  bricked  up  for  oil  firing,  the  prin- 
cipal features  of  which  are  that  the  flame  has  a  com- 
plete unbroken  sweep  from  one  end  of  the  boiler  to 
the  other;  no  air  is  admitted  overhead,  and  all  air  must 
pass  through  the  flame,  it  being  admitted  through  an 
cvenl}'  distributed  grill  below  a  flat  flame.  The  pro- 
tection provided  for  the  blow  pipe  should  be  noted. 

Fig.  21  to  24  shows  incorrectly  fired  boilers.  Many 
lioilers  have  been  fired  in  each  of  these  ways  and  have 
given  fair  service,  but  experience  has  proven  that  they 
have  the   following  faults  respectively : 


Fig.    19.     Arrangement    of    Internally    Fired    Boiler    Specially   Designed   for   Oil   Burning. 


-*iUi 


Fig.    20.     Arrangement    of    Return    Tubular    Boiler    for   Oil    Burning. 


568 


J6URNAL    Of    ELECTRICITY,    POWER   AND    GAS 


[Vol.  XXVII— No.  25 


/^/q.Z.I.ReTu/^n  Tubu/arBoi/er 


f^/g.  SS.  /?,  T.^Hdge  Wa// 


ri\g.S3.  /?.  r.S/ojoec/ 


Fig.  21  will  tend  to  burn  the  boiler  around  the 
bridge  wall  and  the  flame  tends  to  smoke  and  deposit 
carbon. 

Fig.  22  admits  a  great  amount  of  excess  air  be- 
cause all  of  the  air  does  not  go  through  the  flame; 
therefore,  this  boiler  can  never  be  very  economical. 

Fig.  23  will  tend  to  throw  the  flame  up  against  the 
boiler,  over-heating  that  portion. 

Fig.  24  has  all  of  the  objections  mentioned;  in 
fact  the  practice  of  burning  oil  with  a  target  has  been 
entirely  abandoned  by  progressive  practical  engineers. 

Fig.  25  and  26  give  fair  satisfaction  under  heavy 
load  because  the  tunnel  is  full  of  flame,  is  quite  hot, 
and  all  the  air  has  practically  passed  through  the 
flame ;  but  under  light  loads  they  are  not  so  efficient, 
and,  furthermore,  it  has  been  found  almost  impossible 
to  maintain  arches  over  the  tunnels  at  the  high  tem- 
peratures resulting. 

Fig.  27  shows  two  methods  of  firing  a  Stirling 
water  tube  boiler.  The  system  shown  in  the  upper 
picture  savors  of  the  target  method  of  firing,  and 
perhaps  is  not  as  desirable  as  the  system  shown  in  the 
lower  sketch  for  extremely  heavy  firing. 

Fig.  28  and  29  show  usual  methods  of  firing  a 
Heine  boiler.  Fig.  28  being  the  incorrect  arrange- 
ment, and  Kig.  29  being  the  correct  arrangemtent. 

Fig.   31.  32  and  33  show  various  methods  of  firing 
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Babcock-Wilcox  boilers.  There  are  probably  no 
serious  arguments  against  any  of  the  three  methods, 
but  Fig.  31  is  the  usual  installation  in  the  largest 
plants. 

(To  Be  Continued) 

COST  OF  ELECTRIC  OIL  PUMPING. 

A  f-tatement  has  been  prepared  by  the  Petroleum 
Properties  in  which  is  compared  the  cost  of  steam  ver- 
sus electric  power  for  development  on  the  property 
on  sections  22  and  23,  in  32-33,  Midway,  Cost  of 
installation  and  equipment  $10,710,  loss  from  discard 
$1000,  total  cost  to  b-i  absorbed  $11,710.  Assuming 
life  of  installation  to  be  ten  years,  the  amount  to  be 
written  off  each  year  is  $1171.  The  average  cost  of 
operation  per  month  by  steam  was  $2753.07,  by  elec- 
tricity $1903.07:  saving  $850;  less  $97,58.  amount  to  be 
written  off  per  month,  $752.42.  On  this  1  asis  the  plant 
will  pay  for  installation  in  15J-2  months.  As  yet  two 
wells  and  the  shipping  plant  are  operated  by  steam  thus 
raising  the  cost  of  fuel  and  water. 

The  cost  of  steam  pumping  for  five  months,  from 
January  1  to  May  31,  showing  only  accounts  afTected 
by  electrical  installation,  was  10.67  cents  per  barrel ; 
from  July  1  to  September  30,  three  months,  the  cost  per 
barrel  was  5.86  cents,  a  saving  of  4.81  cents  per  barrel. 
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CRUDE  PETROLEUM  PRODUCTION. 

More  than  200,000,000  barrels  (,f  oil,  with  a  value 
of  nearly  $128,000,000,  were  produced  in  the  United 
States  last  year,  according  to  David  T.  Day,  of  the 
United  States  geological  survey,  in  an  advance  chap- 
ter on  petroleum  from  "Mineral  Resources  ,  of  the 
United  States"  for  1910. 

The  petroleum  industry  in  the  United  States,  says 
Dr.  Day,  has  been  characterized  by  a  phenomenal  in- 
crease each  year  for  the  last  four  years.  Each  year's 
gain  over  that  of  the  year  before  has  been  so  re- 
markable as  to  lead  to  the  belief  that  the  limit  of  pro- 
duction had  been  reached,  but  the  increase  has  con- 
tinued rapidly.  After  varying  between  50,000,000  and 
60,000,000  barrels  annually  in  the  decade  between 
1890  and  1900,  the  oil  output  was  over  63,000,000  bar- 
rels in  1900  anci  increased  to  88,000,000  barrels  in  1902. 
In  1903  it  passed  the  100,000,000-barre!  mark,  in  1904 
it  was  over  170,000,000  barrels,  and  in  1905  nearly 
135,000,000  barrels.  After  a  slight  decline  in  1906  the 
output  rose  again,  in  1907  reaching  166,000,000  barrels. 
It  was  178,000,000  barrels  in  1908,  183,000,000  barrels 
in  1909,  and  209,556,048  barrels  in  1910,  a  gain  of  14  per 
cent  over  the  lecord  output  of  1909.  This  brought  the 
total  output  since  the  beginning  of  the  petrleum  indus- 
try to  more  than  two  billion  barrels. 

The  United  States  is  now  by  far  the  greatest  oil- 
]jroducing  country;  in  fact,  it  produces  more  than  all 
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the  resr  of  the  world  together.  In  1910  the  wells  of 
this  country  vielded  nearly  64  per  cent  of  the  total 
production,  Russia  scoring  a  very  poor  second  with 
about  70,000,000  bf  rrels,  or  21  per  cent.  The  produc- 
tion of  other  countries  is  comparatively  negligible,  the 
third  on  the  list,  Galicia,  contributing  only  3.87  per 
cent  of  the  total. 

The  excess  of  the  petroleum  production  of  the 
United  States  over  the  normal  demand  is  shown  by 
the  fact  that  the  209,556,048  barrels  produced  in  1910 
brought  a  smaller  return— $127,896,528— than  the  183,- 
170,874  barrels  in  1909,  which  was  valued  at  $128,- 
328,427.  The  even  smaller  output  in  1508,  178,000,000 
barrels,  was  valued  at  still  more — $129,079,184.  As 
the  production  has  increased  the  average  price  has 
gone  down  from  more  than  $1  a  harrel  in  1900  to  61 
cents  in  1910. 

These  repeated  great  increases  in  oil  production 
have  been  due  to  the  successive  development  of  four 
great  petroleum  fields  farther  west  than  the  old  produc- 
tive centers.  By  1900  the  country  had  adapted  itself 
to  the  influx  of  oil  fi-om  western  Ohio  and  Indiana ; 
then  came  in  rapid  succession  the  development  of  the 
Gulf  field  in  Texas  and  Louisiana,  the  Mid-Continent 
field  in  Oklahoma  and  Kansas,  and  the  Illinois  field. 
In  the  meantime  California's  production  had  been  in- 
creasing so  rapidly  that  it  became  the  dominant  fea- 
ture of  1909  and  1910,  outstripping  the  production  of 
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any  other  State  and  promising  to  recain  this  supremacy 
in  the  future.  The  trade  effect  of  these  developments 
was  largely  discounted  by  the  small  proportion  of  gas- 
oline and  kerosene  yielded  by  the  Gulf  and  Califor- 
nia oils  and  it  was  only  when  the  superior  character 
of  the  Mid-Continent  oil  was  recognized  that  the 
middle  western  contributions  began  to  be  taken  seri- 
ously in  the  general  trade.  Geographic  and  technical 
factors  put  California  petroleum  at  a  disadvantage 
compared  with  the  eastern  supply,  but  the  great  pro- 
duction has  compelled  such  advances  in  refining  meth- 
ods as  to  make  it  reasonably  certain  that  California 
will  in  the  future  yield  good  refined  products,  includ- 
ing lubricating  and  illuminating  oils. 

There  are  now  148,440  oil  wells  in  operation  in  the 
United  States.  They  average  about  four  barrels  a  day, 
but  in  Pennsylvania  and  New  York  old  wells  in  some 
districts  yield  a  profit  on  an  output  of  less  than  one- 
fifth  of  a  barrel  a  day.  The  original  Drake  well,  drilled 
in  1859,  would  probably,  if  it  were  cleaned,  be  capable 
of  yielding  one-third  of  a  barrel  a  day.  Another  well 
close  to  the  Drake  well  is  45  years  old  and  is  still 
being  pumped. 

Over  8,500,000  acres  of  land  are  leased  for  oil 
and  700,000  acres  are  owned  in  fee  by  oil  operators. 

The  use  of  fuel  oils  is  steadily  increasing.  Rail- 
roads consumed  24,586,108  barrels  in  1910,  against  19,- 
939,394  barrels  in  1909.  The  advantages  of  oil  over 
coal  have  been  clearly  recognized  by  the  United  States 
navy,  in  new  construction  fuel-oil  burners  are  being 
more  and  more  extensively  used ;  torpedo  boat  de- 
stroyers Nos.  20  to  50  burn  oil  exclusively  and  the  bat- 
tleships Delaware,  North  Dakota,  Colorado,  Utah,  Wy- 
oming, Arkansas,  Texas,  and  New  York  burn  oil  as  an 
auxiliary  to  coal.  Battleships  Nos.  36  and  37,  author- 
ised by  the  last  congress,  will  burn  oil  exclusively, 
and  it  is  probable  that  subsequent  battleships  will  be 
oil  burners.  Dr.  Day  believes  it  to  be  probable  that 
within  a  few  years  heavy  oil  engines  of  the  Diesel 
type  will  be  extensively  adopted  for  marine  propul- 
sion, particularly  for  naval  vessels,  owing  to  recent 
improvements  of  these  engines  in  Europe  by  which 
1000  to  2000  horsepower  can  be  developed  from  a  sin- 
gle cylinder. 

California  heads  the  list  of  producers  in  1910,  with 
73,010,560  barrels  of  oil,  an  increase  of  17,538,959  bar- 
rels over  the  production  in  1909.  This  output  is  more 
than  twice  as  great  as  that  of  Pennsylvania  for  any 
year,  and  is  greater  than  that  of  any  foreign  country; 
in  fact,  the  production  of  petroleum  in  California  and 
Oklahoma  combined  is  practically  equal  to  the  entire 
foreign  production.  The  average  price  per  barrel  of 
California  oil  in  1910  was  49  cents,  the  total  value 
being  $35,749,473.  The  1909  price  "/as  55.4  cents.  The 
increased  use  of  fuel  oil  in  1910  over  1909— ^more 
than  23  per  cent — was  due  largely  to  California's  en- 
ergy in  pushing  the  sales  to  the  northwestern  rail- 
roads. 

The  second  among  the  oil-producing  States  in  1910 
was  Oklahoma,  with  a  production  of  52,028,718  bar- 
rels, valued  at  $19,922,660,  a  healthy  increase  from 
1909  in  both  production  and  value. 

The  use  of  fuel  oil  increased  in  1910  more  than  23 
per  cent  over  1909,  which  was  largely  due,  says  Dr. 
Day  to  California's  energetic  pushing  of  sales  to  the 
railroads  in  the  northwest. 


SOME  SUGGESTIONS  TO  PREVENT  ELEC- 
TRICAL ACCIDENTS  IN  MINES. 

Suggestions  for  Mine  Foremen. 

Don't  allow  the  men  to  ride  electric  locomotives. 

Don't  allow  inexperienced  men  to  handle  electric 
wires. 

Don't  fail  to  protect  the  trolley  wires  at  cross- 
overs and  partings. 

Don't  allow  wires  to  be  installed  in  a  slipshod 
manner. 

Don't  fail  to  have  wires  promptly  repaired  after 
roof  falls. 

Don't  allow  explosives  to  be  carried  in  cars  near 
the  locomotive. 

Suggestions  for  Electricians. 

Don't  fail  to  set  a  good  example  for  less  experi- 
enced men  to  follow. 

Don't  work  on  live  apparatus  if  it  is  possible  to 
cut  off  the  current. 

Don't  stand  directly  on  the  ground  and  work  upon 
live  apparatus  of  any  kind — get  something  dry  to 
stand  on. 

Don't  rely  upon  gloves  for  protection,  unless  they 
are  perfectly  dry,  free  from  holes,  and  without  metal 
parts. 

Don't,  under  any  circumstances,  work  on  live 
apparatus  that  is  charged  with  a  voltage  greater  than 
650  volts. 

Don't  handle  wires  carelessly  just  because  they 
are  insulated. 

Don't  send  an  inexperienced  man  to  work  on  or 
about  live  apparatus. 

Don't  neglect  to  inspect  your  equipment  regu- 
larly. 

Don't  ever  cause  anyone  to  receive  an  electric 
shock. 

Suggestions  for  Miners. 

Don't  think  that  it  is  smart  to  get  an  electric 
shock.  Every  time  a  man  gets  a  shock  it  shows  that 
he  has  been  lacking  in  care  or  knowledge. 

Don't  be  ashamed  to  be  careful.  You  owe  this 
not  only  to  yourself  but  to  others  who  may  follow 
your  example. 

Don't  handle  wires  or  electrical  apparatus  of  any 
kind  unless  you  are  told  to  do  so. 

Don't  get  off  or  on  trips  from  the  trolley-wire 
side. 

Don't  carry  tools  on  your  shoulders  when  cross- 
ing under  the  trolley  wire  or  when  traveling  in  the 
same   entry   with   it. 

Don't  travel  in  the  same  entry  with  the  trolley 
wire  if  you  can  avoid  doing  so. 

Don't  get  your  explosives  near  electric  wires. 

Don't  allow  packages  of  explosives  to  come  in 
contact  with  the  metal  parts  of  cars. 

Don't  carry  explosives  in  cars  near  the  locomo- 
tive. 

Don't  ever  cause  anyone  to  receive  an  electric 
shock. 

Don't  ride  on  electric  locomotives. 

Don't  fail  to  report  when  you  find  that  electric 
wires  are  down. 

Don't  install  temporary  lights — leave  that  work 
to  the  electrician. 
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PUBLIC    CONTROL    OF    PUBLIC    UTILITIES'. 

,      BY    GEO.    A.    DAMON. 

I  am  often  asked  where  the  movement  for  the 
public  control  of  public  utilities  .started  and  where 
it  is  going  tc  end.  There  is  no  question  about 
its  having  been  started.  The  people  a  few  years 
ago  found  out  that  they  had  a  right  to  control — they 
were  a  long  time  in  linding  it  out — but  there  is  no 
question  about  their  right  to  control.  I  have  heard 
it  stated  that  the  State  has  a  right  to  everything,  to 
your  property  and  to  my  property  if  it  is  necessary 
for  the  good  of  the  State.  It  even  has  a  right  to  your 
life,  for  if  necessary  you  can  be  drafted  into  the  army. 
But  the  State  has  no  right  to  take  your  life  or  your 
property  without  compensation,  and  in  exercising  this 
right  of  public  control  we  still  have  a  great  deal  to 
learn.  My  formula  for  where  it  is  going  is  this :  that 
first  it  is  to  be  public  control ;  then  it  is  to  be  public 
partnership,  and  then  finally  it  is  to  be  public  owner- 
ship, but  not  necessarily  public  operation.  Let  me 
give  you  some  of  the  reasons  for  this  belief.  Public 
control,  of  which  we  know  all  too  little  at  the  pres- 
ent time,  and  which  is  not  exercised  at  all  in  a  scien- 
tific manner,  especially  in  this  State,  as  yet,  must,  to 
my  mind  rest  fundamentally  upon  the  following  fun- 
damental  requirements. 

First :  that  it  should  secure  adequate  service.  Now 
note,  I  do  not  put  the  regulation  of  rates  first.  To  the 
popular  mind  public  control  means  the  regulation  of 
rates,  and  the  regulation  of  rates  downward.  I  be- 
lieve in  the  regulation  of  rates  and  I  believe  in  the 
regulation  of  rates  downward.  It  is  the  natural  ten- 
dency and  we  should  work  for  it.  It  is  the  thing  the 
engineers  of  this  country  are  going  to  bring  about, 
but  it  is  not  the  first  essential,  it  is  the  very  last  one. 
Public  control  should  mean  first,  the  securing  of  ade- 
quate service.  We  need  better  street  car  service, 
better  light  service,  better  telephone  service.  There 
is  no  public  utility  that  is  adequate.  So  the  first  essen- 
tial of  public  control  is  a  technical  problem  of  how 
to  secure  adequate  service. 

The  second  fundamental  in  my  mind  is  to  pro- 
tect the  investment.  There  has  been  a  great  deal  of 
money  invested  in  these  public  utilities.  There  has 
been  a  great  deal  of  time  and  energy  put  in  them ;  we 
cannot  confiscate  that  investment — that  time,  ability 
and  energy;  it  must  be  rewarded  and  it  must  be  re- 
warded at  a  rate  something  larger  than  simply  inter- 
est rates.  To  determine  the  amount  of  the  investment 
involves  all  of  the  problems  of  appraisal  and  valua- 
tion, and  of  depreciation,  and  the  question  of  what  a 
fair  return  is  upon  a  fair  investment.  These  are  all 
technical  problems. 

The  third  essential  fundamental  to  my  mind  is  to 
provide  some  definite  form  of  renewal  account.  If  our 
service  is  to  be  adequate ;  if  our  investment  is  to  be 
protected  we  must  have  some  automatic  system  for 
keeping  the  plant  up  to  date  and  up  to  its  highest 
efficiency,  so  we  must  study  the  question  of  deprecia- 
tion and  the  requirements  of  the  renewal  fund. 

The  fourth  fundamental  is  the  question  of  better- 
ments and  extensions.  Some  people  seem  to  have  the 
idea  that  a  public  utility  becomes  finished ;  that  after 

^Excerpt      from      address      before      Los      Angeles      Section, 
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a  certain  investment  is  made,  that  is  all  there  is  to  it. 
even  the  bonding  people  begin  to  retire  their  bonds 
after  a  certain  amount  of  development.  Now  take  the 
question  of  transportation;  there  is  no  end  to  it.  It  is 
a  utility  that  calls,  as  all  other  utilities  do,  for  a  con- 
stant source  of  new  capital ;  the  system  must  constant- 
ly be  extended.  From  my  study  of  the  transportation 
systems  of  the  entire  country  I  found  this  to  be  true; 
that  the  earnings  increase  as  the  square  of  the  poi-ula- 
tion;  that  means  that  when  the  population  doubles,  the 
riding  habit  doubles,  and  if  the  income  per  capita  dou- 
bles and  the  populati^a  doubles,  the  total  gross  income 
increases  four  times.  Now  every  dollar  of  increased 
annual  earnings  in  transportation  means  a  demand 
for  about  four  dollars  additional  investment.  Take  it 
in  Los  Angeles;  the  local  railways  are  earning  about 
five  million  dollars  a  year.  By  the  time  that  Los 
Angeles  doubles  its  population  inside  of  the  present 
city  limits  the  local  transportation  system, — if  the 
increase  is  in  the  same  proportion  as  the  other  cities 
of  the  United  States,  and  I  believe  it  will  be  more, — 
will  be  taking  in  twenty  million  dollars  a  year  and 
this  increase  of  fifteen  million  dollars  in  annual  earn- 
ings will  justify  an  additional  investment  of  fifty  to 
sixty  million  dollars.  Now  we  cannot  get  this  supply  of 
Capital  at  reasonable  r.ites  unless  the  present  investment 
is  protected.  So  that  the  fourth  essential  requirement 
that  the  technical  man  must  work  out  is  some  arrange- 
ment for  the  future  which  will  insure  an  almost  unlim- 
ited supply  of  money  for  improvements  and  exten- 
sions. 

The  next  fundamental  I  shall  touch  upon  is  very 
seldom  spoken  of, — and  that  is  the  requirement  to 
amortize  part  of  the  investment.  We  recognize  in 
making  appraisals  that  there  is  something  more  than 
the  physical  value  or  the  cost  to  produce  the  plant; 
we  recognize  what  we  are  pleased  to  term  develop- 
ment expenses, — some  people  call  them  "intangible 
values."  They  consist  for  instance  of  the  discounts 
on  the  securities,  of  the  profits  of  promotion;  of  the 
cost  of  consolidation, — because  it  costs  money  to  get 
together  the  several  systems  that  go  to  make  a  com- 
plete public  utility;  they  include,  perhaps,  a  few  engi- 
neering mistakes  in  the  past  that  are  almost  unavoid- 
able in  the  developing  of  the  property,  and  of  a  num- 
ber of  superseded  investments  that  do  not  show  upon 
the  surface.  All  of  these  development  expenses  mny 
amount  to  all  the  way  from  twenty  to  fifty  per  cent 
of  the  cost  of  reproducing  the  plant  new,  but  because 
they  are  "intangible"  and  because  you  cannot  see 
them,  it  would  be  better  if  the  capital  represented  by 
these  development  expenses  is  wiped  out.  So  I  main- 
tain that  out  of  the  first  real  earnings  of  the  plant 
money  should  be  taken  to  retire  th-;^  investinent  in 
those  development,  intangible  values,  and  there  should 
be  a  fund  created  for  that  purpose.  This  is  a  point 
that  is  very  often  overlooked. 

The  next  essential  is  to  eliminate  competition. 
We  at  one  time  thought  the  proper  method  of  regulat- 
ing public  utilities  was  by  means  of  competition,  and 
if  we  had  a  telephone  company  that  was  not  giving 
us  good  service  we  gave  a  f^anchi^e  to  another  tele- 
phone company  and  sought  to  regulate  the  service 
and  rates  in  that  way;  or  in  the  case  of  a  lighting  com- 
pany that  did  not  reduce  its  rates  we  gave  another 
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franchise  to  a  hostile  system.  Well,  whar  was  the 
result?  We  at  once  had  a  duplicate  investment;  two 
dollars  doing  what  only  one  dollar  should ;  a  dupli- 
cate management  and  comparative  iiiefHciency  all 
the  way  down  the  line.  The  competition  certainly  re- 
duced the  rates  temporarily,  but  neither  company  could 
give  thoroughly  adequate  service,  and  I  think  we  have 
come  to  the  point  where  we  have  learned  that  com- 
petition is  not  the  answer.  So  that  one  of  the  essen- 
tials of  the  future  development  of  puijiic  utilities  is 
to  eliminate  competition. 

Public  utility  service  as  a  rule  is  a  natural  monop- 
oly ;  it  should  be  encouraged  as  a  monopoly,  but  as 
a  regulated  monopoly  and  as  a  protected  monopoly, 
but  still  a  monopoly.  But  if  we  encourage  this  mo- 
nopoly how  are  we  going  to  most  efifectively  control 
it?  Fix  the  rates  so  that  they  are  sufficient  to  take 
care  of  these  fundamentals  that  I  have  mentioned.  Make 
the  rates  high  enough  or  refuse  to  reduce  them  until 
such  time  that  the  income  will  take  care  of  these  fun- 
damental essentials ;  until  we  have  fi  depreciation  fund 
to  take  care  of  our  renewals ;  until  we  can  be  sure 
that  we  can  take  care  of  our  maintenance  and  operat- 
ing expenses;  until  we  can  pay  a  proper  return  on  the 
investment;  until  we  have  money  in  the  surplus  fund 
to  amortize  some  of  the  capital,  and  then  let  us  retire 
some  of  it.  There  should  be  a  surplus  fund  created 
with  every  public  utility,  but  that  surplus  fund  should 
not  belong  to  the  company.  To  my  mind  there  is 
where  scientific  regulation  can  do  its  best  work.  Let 
the  control  of  this  fund  be  put  in  the  hands  of  a  tech- 
nical commission  which  understand  the  business,  and 
what  will  be  the  result?  If  it  wishes  to  renew  some 
of  the  property  or  replace  some  inefficient  part  with 
something  that  is  more  efficient  so  as  to  cut  down  the 
cost  of  operation,  this  fund  will  be  sufficient  for  that 
purpose.  If  it  wishes  to  extend  the  system  into  parts 
of  the  city  where  for  a  time  there  will  be  a  non-paying 
load,  that  fund  is  available  for  that  purpose.  If  it 
wishes  to  amortize  some  of  the  capital  so  that  the  fixed 
charges  will  be  reduced  part  of  the  fund  can  be  used 
in  that  way.  A  surplus  fund  of  this  kind  would  give 
a  stability  to  the  whole  enterprise.  Finally,  when  the 
fund  gets  sufficient  to  do  all  these  things,  then  is  the 
time  to  reduce  the  rates  and  the  reduction  of  the  rates 
will  naturally  follow,  because  both  the  fixed  charges 
and  operating  expenses  have  been  lowered.  AAHiile  the 
whole  program  tends  towards  the  reduction  of  the 
rates  it  does  not  put  the  reduction  of  rates  as  the  first 
essential. 

If  the  surplus  fund  of  the  public  utility  corpora- 
tions is  thus  controlled  and  at  the  same  time  the  in- 
vestment is  made  stable  by  insuring  a  return  on  the 
actual  value  of  the  property,  then  by  this  very  ar- 
rangement the  public  enter  into  a  partnership  with 
the  utility  company. 

Now  this  is  not  an  idle  theory,  for  it  has  been 
worked  out  in  actual  practice.  We  have  practically 
this  same  arrangement  in  the  Chicago  traction  situa- 
tion. In  working  out  the  transportation  problem 
there,  a  contract  ordinance  was  entered  into  between 
all  of  the  railway  companies  and  the  city  in  which  the 
railway  companies  were  practically  operated  as  a  pro- 
tected monopoly.     The  companies  were   allowed  five 


per  cent  return  on  their  actual  investment  and  the 
surplus  fund  was  then  divided;  fifty-five  per  cent  to 
the  city  and  forty-five  per  cent  to  the  company.  The 
company  was  required  by  ordinance  to  maintain  its 
property  and  have  a  sufficient  renewal  fund;  and  in 
making  the  arrangement  the  intangible  values  were 
given  a  certain  value,  and  incidentally  a  great  many 
of  them  were  amortized  at  that  time.  Today  the  City 
of  Chicago  and  the  railway  companies  are  in  part- 
nership, and  the  City  of  Chicago  takes  fifty-five  per 
cent  of  the  net  earnings  and  is  accumulating  a  fund 
which  is  available  to  either  build  sub-ways,  to  extend 
the  service  into  non-paying  districts;  to  reduce  the 
fare  if  they  wish  to,  or  to  buy  out  the  company.  So 
public  partnership  may  actually  end  in  public  owner- 
ship ;  because  after  the  public  has  learned  the  busi- 
ness, and  has  treated  the  men  who  taught  it  the  busi- 
ness right,  it  may  finally  say  to  Mr.  Public  Utility 
Man,  and  particularly  to  the  promoter  and  the  capi- 
talist,— "Now  don't  you  think  you  would  like  to  take 
your  money  out  of  this  enterprise  and  go  into  the  fly- 
ing machine  business  where  there  is  a  possibility  of 
your  making  more  money,  and  let  us  run  this  thing 
on  a  five  per  cent  basis?" 

But  I  want  to  warn  you  that  there  is  a  danger 
which  every  operator  of  every  utility  realizes  today. 
The  trusted  employee  will  say,  "What  is  going  to  be- 
come of  me?"  I  doij't  want  to  work  for  the  public; 
I  don't  want  to  play  politics  to  keep  my  job."  And 
to  my  mind  if  this  evolution  does  end  in  public  own- 
ership and  operation  of  these  utilities  there  will  be 
danger.  I  see  only  one  way  of  overcoming  it,  and 
that  is  after  we  get  public  ownership  then  eliminate 
public  operation  and  turn  over  the  operation  of  these 
utilities  to  strictly  operating  companies  organized 
without  any  necessity  of  raising  capital  or  of  financ- 
ing, or  of  getting  franchises,  or  of  going  into  politics. 

The  State  of  California  has  voted  to  extend  the 
duties  of  its  State  Railroad  Commission  so  that  it 
would  have  the  powers  of  regulation  over  all  of  the 
public  utilities  in  this  State.  The  Railway  Commis- 
sion of  Wisconsin  have  similar  powers  and  its  work 
commands  the  highest  respect.  Why?  The  Wiscon- 
sin Commission  turned  over  its  technical  problems 
to  an  engineering  organization  which  is  controlled  by 
the  professors  of  the  State  University.  From  the 
first  it  built  up  a  fabric  of  decisions  based  often  upon 
the  reports  of  its  engineers.  The  result  is  that,  in  the 
State  of  AA^isconsin  the  public  utility  business  is  in  a 
state  of  balance. 

California  has  an  equal  opportunity.  Whether  we 
are  to  have  a  State  Commission  which  will  be  wise 
enough  to  bring  about  this  result  I  don't  know,  but 
they  have  this  Wisconsin  precedent  before  the'm  for 
their  guidance.  Personally  I  should  be  glad  to  see 
them  take  as  their  technical  assistants  the  professors 
and  technical  organization  of  our  State  University.  I 
should  be  glad  to  see  that  State  Commission  so  effi- 
cient in  its  work,  so  careful  in  its  judgment  and  thus 
commanding  the  confidence  of  every  citizen  that  even 
Los  Angeles  itself  would  feel  impelled  to  turn  over  its 
problems  of  regulation  to  a  State  Commission  which 
would  be  entirely  free  from  any  local  political  influ- 
ence. 
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DISCUSSION. 

To  the  Editor:  Your  editorial,  entitled  "A  Reply 
to  Richard  R.  Crane,"  has  been  read  with  much  inter- 
est. It  was  just  to  the  point,  and  I  am  glad  you  found 
tinie  to  put  down  a  word  in  protest  to  the  views  ex- 
pressed in  that  publication,  which,  if  not  written  by 
a  great  man,  would  be  considered  ridiculous  by  most 
people,  and  no  attention  paid  to  it. 

When  Mr.  Crane  talks  about  the  Universities, 
he  is  evidently  thinking  more  of  business  colleges  and 
at  the  same  time  he  has  his  own  business  too  much 
m  mind  to  be  general.  If  he  had  said  in  his  paper, 
that  he  in  his  business  had  no  use  for  technical  school 
graduates  no  one  could  have  criticised  him,  as  the 
articles  in  which  he  specializes  certainly  do  not  re- 
quire technical  skill  to  any  g-reater  extent  than  the 
manufacture  of  wheelbarrows  on  a  large  scale. 

Mr.  Crane  seems  to  kick  the  electrical  engineer 
the  hardest.  He  seems  to  think,  among  other  things, 
that  the  General  Electric  Company  and  the  other  big 
electrical  concerns  are  frauding  the  young  graduates, 
when  they  keep  them  in  their  testing  rooms  for  two 
years  at  a  small  pay.  This  is,  however,  just  the  place, 
where  they  are  constantly  surrounded  by  an  electrical 
atmosphere  as  Mr.  Crane  recommends  himself,  and 
where  they  have  a  chance  to  absorb  in  two  years  what 
it  has  taken  the  great  men  a  lifetime  to  develop.  Very 
few  men  are  great  enough  to  educate  themselves,  so 
the  majorit}'  would  either  have  to  do  without  an  edu- 
cation or  go  to  "the  technical  school."  But  even  the 
few  who  were  able  to  educate  themselves  would  surelv 
go  to  the  technical  school  if  they  had  the  opportunity — 
to  save  time,  if  for  no  other  reason.  It  happens  fre- 
quently that  the  "school  teacher"  is  one  of  the  best 
engineers  in  the  country,  who  used  to  be  connected 
with  some  of  the  largest  and  finest  manufacturing 
establishments  in  existence  before  he  took  up  teaching 
in  the  technical  school.  This  fact  at  once  excludes 
the  possibility  that  his  knowledge  and  what  he  has 
to  say  to  the  students  should  be  merely  humbug 
theory. 

The  method  Mr.  Crane  suggests  for  the  making 
of  an  engineer  would  perhaps  do  in  the  plumbing 
business,  but  in  very  few  other  lines  of  business  would 
it  produce  a  successful  engineer. 

Lars  Jorgensen. 


CHELAN  DAM  SITE  UNSATISFACTORY. 

The  site  selected  by  the  Great  Northern's  engi- 
neers as  preferable  for  the  big  dam  to  be  built  in  the 
Chelan  River  gorge  to  develop  the  water  power  of  Lake 
Chelan  and  the  Chelan  River,  will  probably  be  aban- 
doned if  any  other  reasonable  good  site  can  be  found. 
Extensive  prospecting  discloses  the  fact  that  the  bed 
rock  is  badly  broken  up  and  displaced.  A  thorough  ex- 
amination of  the  walls  is  now  being  made  for  another 
location  farther  up  the  canyon.  If  a  better  foundation 
cannot  be  found  elsewhere  the  dam  will  probably  be 
located  on  the  site  originally  selected,  but  in  that  case 
deep  and  expensive  excavations  will  have  to  be  made. 


HIGH    TENSION    DIRECT    CURRENT    TRANSMISSION. 

Discussion  by  members  San  Francisco  Section,  American 
Institute  of  Electrical  Engineers,  October  27,  1911,  of  paper 
by  C.  F.  Elwell,  as  published  in  this  journal,  Nov.  18,  1911: 

S.  J.  Lisberger:  Mr.  Elwell  has  presented  some  interest- 
ing facts  on  this  question.  One  thing  he  has  omitted  to  men- 
tion, that  is,  the  relative  floor  space  required  for  the  two 
systems,  the  a.c.  versus  the  d.c.  Have  you  any  comparative 
figures  on  that? 

C.  F.  Elwell:  No,  I  have  not  worked  that  out.  The  most 
noticeable  thing  in  entering  the  station  is  that  you  see  noth- 
ing but  machines.  The  switchboard  is  stuck  away  in  a  cor- 
ner. You  can  figure  on  the  space  for  your  machines,  and  then 
add  a  4  foot  panel  for  the  switchboard.  I  think  the  direct 
current  system  would  compare  very  favorably  on  the  ques- 
tion of  floor  space. 

W.  F.  Lamme:  Would  this  system  replace  what  we  have 
here  on  the  Coast? 

C.  F.  Elwell:  This  direct  current  is  not  a  cure-all,  but 
there  are  certain  cases  to  which  it  applies.  For  instance  you 
could  have  a  number  of  stations  scattered  through  the 
country  and  if  they  could  be  arranged  in  a  ring,  you  could 
put  up  a  pole  line  which,  not  having  any  cross-arms  on  it  and 
one  insulator  and  a  fairly '  heavy  cable,  would  be  less  ex- 
pensive than  ordinary  pole  lines.  They  do  not  attempt  to 
distribute  by  direct  current.  They  transform  it  back  to  alter- 
nating current  for  distribution. 

W.  F.  Lamme:     What  kind  of  coupling  do  they  have? 

C.  F.  Elwell:  The  coupling  is  known  as  a  Ratford  cou- 
pling, and  is  made  by  having  two  discs  each  with  a  series  of 
pins  and  leather  belting  between  the  pins,  which  take  up  the 
shock  in  starting,  and  also  give  sufficient  insulation  between 
the  machines  for  the  whole  potential. 

W.  F.  Lamme:     Is  that  able  to  take  care  of  25,000  volts? 

C.  F.  Elwell:  Yes.  They  made  tests  on  couplings  with 
a  space  of  eight  inches  for  100,000  volts. 

S.  J.  Lisberger:  Are  the  generators  and  motors  shunt 
wound  ? 

C.  F.  Elwell:     No,  they  are  all  series. 

S.  J.  Lisberger:     What  happens  when  they  lose  the  load? 

C.  F.  Elwell:  If  the  line  opens,  and  one  end  touches  the 
ground,  that  elminates  some  of  the  load.  The  machines  will 
keep  150  amperes  on  the  line  in  spite  of  anything.  They 
will  back  voltage  if  it  is  a  dead  short  near  the  station,  until 
they   only  generate  a   few   volts. 

S.  J.  Lisberger:  I  don't  know  that  I  would  agree  that 
that  is  a  great  advantage.  How  do  they  take  care  of  sudden 
changes  of  load  at  this  plant? 

C.  F.  Elwell:  They  will  take  care  of  themselves  auto- 
matically. There  are  few  sudden  changes  possible.  Suppose 
a  cement  mill  were  about  to  shut  down.  They  back  off  the 
brushes;  that  is  one  gradually,  reducing  the  voltage.  Finally 
when  they  are  down  almost  to  zero  volts  they  close  the  short 
circuit  switch,  and  there  isn't  any  great  change  of  load. 

Question:  Suppose  you  have  a  motor  in  series  with  a 
generator— alternating  current  generator;  suppose  that  gen- 
erator suddenly  loses  load.  If  we  have  one  of  these  motors 
in  series  with  a  high  voltage  line  driving  an  alternating  cur- 
rent generator,  suppose  the  alternating  current  generator 
should  suddenly  lose  its  load,  how  would  the  motor  act? 

C.  F.  Elwell:  I  should  say  this  automatic  brush  regulator  is 
very  fast  in  its  action.  It  would  immediately  back  down  to 
a  few  volts  necessary  to  revolve  that  machine  wi(h  no  load. 
There  may  be  a  little  sparking.  I  have  seen  some  fairly 
large  fluctuations  in  voltage.  Of  course  you  don't  see  any- 
thing to  speak  of  in  current.  These  regulators  follow  the 
load  very  fast.  You  nuiy  see  the  voltage  drop  from  2:5,000 
to  19,000  volts,  and  as  they  throw  the  load  in  again  it  comes 
up  very  gradually. 
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Question:       How  quickly  does  the  regulator  work? 

C.  F.  Elwell:  There  is  no  reason  why  the  regulator  won't 
work  very  quickly.  There  are  a  large  number  ot  cogs  in  the 
wheel,  and  every  cog  Is  quite  small.  That  means  that  you 
can  get  a  very  small  percentage  change.  It  is  driven  by 
a  motor  at  fairly  high  speed. 

S.  J.  Lisberger:     How  are  those  armatures  wound? 

C.  F.  Elwell:  They  are  drum-wound  armatures.  The 
pictures  here  will  give  a  better  idea  of  some  of  those  points. 

Mr.  McCann:  As  to  what  Mr.  Elwell  said  in  regard  to 
corona  in  alternating  current,  he  speaks  as  though  there 
wasn't  a  corona  limit  in  direct  current.  In  Mr.  Watson's 
paper  before  the  British  Association  for  the  Advancement  of 
Science  at  Winnipeg,  in  1909,  he  gave  the  results  of  a  gcod 
many  experiments  on  direct  current  corona  losses;  and  he 
says  the  maximum  voltage  applied  to  the  wire  determines  the 
formation  of  corona;  and  whether  that  voltage  is  applied 
continually  in  the  form  of  direct  current,  or  comes  as  a 
maximum  twice  in  the  cycle,  doesn't  make  any  difference. 
It  is  merely  the  maximum  voltage  that  the  corona  depends 
upon,  whether  it  is  direct  or  alternating  current.  In  the 
same  way  you  would  reach  a  corona  limit  with  direct  current 
I  should  think.     Of  course  the  voltage  would  be  higher. 

Another  point  I  would  like  to  find  out  about  is  about 
commutating.  In  a  discussion  of  a  paper  on  this  subject 
Dr.  Kapp  seemed  to  think  that  for  a  concentrated  commu- 
tated  field  motor  complete  compensation  for  armature  reaction 
would  overcome  the  sparking  at  the  brushes  while  it  was 
on  the  neutral  point;  and  I  was  wondering  whether  they 
had  tried  that  out  in  their  generators.  They  evidently  had 
not  tried  it  out  at  the  time  the  paper  was  published,  and 
he   suggested  this   as   a  remedy  for  that. 

Another  thing  I  would  like  to  ask  about  is  the  metering 
of  the  power.  In  alternating  current  there  is  considerable 
difficulty,  especially  in  high  tension  of  course,  in  regard  to 
rate  change,  and  also  phase  angle,  when  you  use  certain 
shunt  transformers.  That  would  be  entirely  done  away  with. 
It  seems  as  though  the  meter  would  be  better  and  more 
satisfactory  with  direct  current. 

C.  F.  Elwell:  I  think  Mr.  McCann's  point  in  connection 
with  corona  is  well  taken. 

As  to  the  point  he  brought  up  about  Mr.  Kapp's  discus- 
sion on  commutation,  Mr.  Kapp  has  had  quite  a  little  to  do 
with  the  designing  of  these  machines  mentioned  tonight,  and 
they  work  those  machines  at  about  50  volts  between  bars, 
which  is  considered  pretty  high  voltage;  and  my  experience 
has  been  there  is  very  little  sparking  with  them.  The 
brushes  follow  the  changes  in  load  with  almost  no  sparking; 
and  as  far  as  the  attention  to  the  commutators  is  concerned, 
they  tell  me  they  only  touch  them  about  once  a  year.  They 
showed  little  signs  of  wear.  Of  course  they  are  slow  speed 
machines.  That  is  one  point  that  Is  a  question.  This  sub- 
ject has  only  been  touched,  you  might  say,  in  one  spot  and 
by  one  man.  With  many  men  on  this  thing  great  progress 
should  be  made.  The  people  over  there  have  built  25,000 
volt  machines  for  testing  purposes,  and  they  were  built  with 
rotary  fields  and  stationary  armatures;  and  there  is  no  teU- 
ing  what  we  may  do  when  we  get  after  the  problem.  I  am 
not  ready  to  discuss  the  commutation  problem  in  detail  at 
this  point. 

About  the  metering,  they  have  an  ordinary  integrating 
meter.  All  the  stations  that  use  the  current  have  meters. 
They  just  have  one  meter  in  each  place. 

Mr.  McCann;     I  was  referring  to  the  load. 

C.  F.  Elwell:  They  shunt  the  line,  and  the  shunt  fellows 
the  voltage.  The  shunt  would  have  probably  only  two  or 
three  volts  on  it,  the  current  is  constant,  the  voltage  only 
varying. 


S.  J.  Lisberger:  American  motor  practice  has  always 
been  against — or  rather  not  in  favor  of  the  use  of  a  shunt 
in  connection  with  motors.  I  don't  know  of  any  American 
motor,  with  possibly  one  exception,  that  uses  shunts.  The 
claim  has  been  that  the  change  in  the  temperature  in  the 
shunt  has  caused  such  a  variation  as  not  to  allow  correct 
metering."  In  the  case  of  direct  current  motors  up  to  5000 
or  6000  amperes,  no  shunts  are  used.  I  should  think  that 
errors  that  might  result  in  the  use  of  shunts  in  the  direct 
current  system  might  render  them  open  to  as  large  a  per- 
centage of  error  as  Mr.  McCann  mentions  in  the  discussion  of 
phase   angle   in   commutation   transformers. 

W.  F.  Lamme:  I  saw  Mr.  Elwell's  paper  this  afternoon, 
and  looked  over  one  particular  commutator  with  999  bars.  It 
figures  out  that  the  bars  were  1/16  in.  thick.  Putting  999 
bars  1/6  in.  thick  in  a  circle,  insulated  for  5000  volts,  it  seems 
to  me,  would  give  a  lot  of  trouble  on  account  of  getting  out 
of  shape.  I  would  ask  Mr.  Elwell  if  he  knows  of  any  case 
of  trouble  of  that  kind.  In  this  country  we  have  had  trou- 
ble with  that  kind  of  machinery  for  experimental  purposes. 
That  was  one  of  the  troubles  we  had,  to  keep  the  commu- 
tator in  shape,  but  it  is  possible  that  the  people  in  Europe 
have  learned  something  we   did  not  know. 

C.  F.  Elwell:  The  commutators  over  there  have  what  I 
would  call  a  very  deep  bar;  the  bar  is  very  thin  but  quite 
deep.  There  is  not  apt  to  be  the  distortion  that  there  would 
be  in  a  shallower  bar;  but  as  far  as  wear  is  concerned  on 
the  bars  the  ones  I  examined  when  the  machines  were  shut 
down  were  of  a  nice  chocolate  color,  and  seemed  to  be  in  per- 
fectly good  order.  They  are  all  slow  speed.  The  fastest 
speed  is  approximately  420  revolutions  per  minute. 

Mr.  McCann:  The  question  of  metering,  especially  with 
regard  to  calibrating  meters.  On  an  alternating  current  you 
can  calibrate  the  induction  meter  so  it  works  all  right,  but 
still  if  it  is  not  put  on  the  proper  potential  coil  and  they 
are  not  loaded  properly,  it  won't  bridge  the  power  properly. 
It  is  practically  impossible  at  the  present  time  to  calibrate 
It  on  the  ground.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  direct  current 
meters  could  be  calibrated  on  the  ground  without  great  diffi- 
culty. I  would  like  to  ask  as  to  the  peculiar  construction  of 
the  poles  of  the  machines.  The  windings  are  between  the 
poles  instead  of  on  the  pole  itself. 

S.  J.  Lisberger:  Mr.  Elwell  spoke  of  an  insulation  with 
reference  to  underground  cables,  and  gave  us  certain  thick- 
nesses. May  I  ask  you  to  repeat  the  thicknesses  in  that  class 
of  insulation? 

C.  F.  Elwell:  With  an  insulation  consisting  of  the  usual 
tarred  hemp  and  jute,  and  a  little  rubber,  in  tests  they  have 
had  4  millimeters  of  insulation,  which  they  could  not  break 
down  with  100,000  volts.  I  might  mention  here  that  they 
tried  an  insulated  armored  cable  placed  under  water,  with 
junction  boxes  inserted,  at  300,000  volts. 

S.  J.  Lisberger:    Do  they  use  lead  sheath? 

0.  F.  Elwell:     Yes,  nearly  all  lead  sheath  cable. 

S.  J.  Lisberger:     You  said  they  used  hemp. 

C.  F.  Elwell:  Yes,  hemp  on  the  outside  of  the  cable 
That  cable  was  put  down  about  1905. 

S.  B.  Charters:  You  spoke  of  the  possibilities  of  using 
a  ground  return.  What  are  the  advantages  and  disadvan- 
tages in  that  connection?  Th^re  must  be  some,  or  it  would 
be  used  altogether. 

C.  F.  Elwell:  I  have  a  report  of  the  Commission  on 
Earth  Return  from  which  I  will  read  in  full,  and  you  can 
judge  for  yourselves.     The  report  says: 

Report  of  the  Commission   on   Earth    Return. 

At  its  last  full  session,  20th  of  June,  1909,  our  commis- 
sion   learned   with   pleasure   that   the   few   difficulties    which 
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opposed  a  continuous  trial  of  the  transportation  of  energy 
from  St.  Maurice  to  Lausanne  had  been  removed  and  that 
the  Inspector  of  Telegi-aphs  of  the  C.  F.  P.,  after  having  re- 
cognized the  efficacy  of  the  compensation  cells  placed  as 
a  trial  in  the  stations  at  Aigle,  Allon  St.  Triphon,  Bex  and 
Monthey,  was  willing  that  we  use  the  earth  permanently  as 
a  return  conductor  for  ths  constant  direct  current  of  150  am- 
peres which  characterizes  the  Lausanne  transmission. 

It  was  from  that  time  in  our  power  to  study  certain 
points  in  the  program  which  we  had  mapped  out  since  the 
commencement  of  our  operations  and  the  solution  of  which 
could  only  be  furnished  by  trials  of  this  nature.  As  we 
have  already  said  in  our  last  report,  the  trial  with  the 
earth  as  return  commenced  at  1  p.  m.,  July  23d,  1909.  We 
are  pleased  to  be  able  to  verify  at  the  first  trial  that  the 
earth  as  a  return  was  faultless,  and  that  we  have  been  able, 
after  10,000  hours  of  actual  operation  to  make  some  inter- 
esting observations. 

We  are  naturally  not  able  in  a  simple  administration 
report,  to  enter  into  many  details  and  quote  numerous  fig- 
ures. This  will  be  taken  care  of  in  our  general  report,  at  any 
rate  the  part  relating  to  continuous  current.  We  will  be  con- 
tended here  with  relating  some  of  the  more  salient  facts 
which  we  have  been  able  to  make  during  this  last  year. 

A. — Earth  Connections. 

We  recall  from  the  very  first  that  each  of  our  two  earth 
connections  comprises  in  all  18  units  in  three  groups  of  six 
of  the  same  nature  in  parallel.  At  Bex  as  at  Belmont,  the 
six  units  of  Group  1,  consist  of  metallic  gratings  filled  with 
slaked  lime  covered  with  large  pieces  of  coke.  The  six 
units  of  Group  2,  consist  of  cast  iron  pipes  covered  with 
scrap  iron  and  those  of  Group  3  of  cast  iron  pipes,  but  cov- 
ered with  large  pieces  of  coke  instead  of  scrap  iron. 

B. — Equivalent    Resistance     of    the    Earth    Connection; 
Bistribution  of  Current  Between  Connections; 
Wear  and  Repairs. 

Up  to  the  present  time  no  modification  of  the  number  of 
connections  in  circuit  at  either  Bex  or  Belmont.  The  service 
is  therefore  continued  with  18  connections  in  parallel  at  each 
end  of  the  transmission. 

It  was  necessary  to  get  information  above  all  on  how  the 
connections  behaved  in  continued  service.  We  accordingly 
arranged  for  some  continuous  and  some  periodic  measure- 
ments so  that  we  could  at  all  times  know  the  equivalent 
resistance  of  each  of  the  connections  and  the  distribution  of 
that  current  among  the  18  units  of  each  connection.  Each  of 
the  latter  is  equipped  with  a  recording  voltmeter  which 
records  exactly,  as  a  function  of  the  time,  the  behavior  of  the 
fall  of  tension  either  between  the  earth  connections  at  Bex 
and  the  auxiliary  earth  connection  at  St.  Legier  or  between 
this  last  and  that  at  Belmont.  A  recording  ammeter  placed 
in  the  busbar  of  one  of  the  groups  of  the  earth  connection 
at  Bex,  permits  us  to  follow  the  variations  of  the  current  in 
the  circuit  as  well  as  the  fluctuations  of  the  current  between 
groups  when  they  exist.  Finally  at  relatively  regular  inter- 
vals we  measure  the  current  in  each  of  the  18  units  and  that 
permits  us  to  decide  if  there  is  any  wear  or  any  other  cause 
of  derangement. 

Earth  Connection  at  Bex.  This  earth  connection  consti- 
tutes the  negative  pole  of  the  return  conductor.  It  is  located 
in  a  relatively  homogeneous  but  rather  badly  conducted 
ground,  as  our  first  experiments  of  September,  1906,  and 
May,  1907,  have  shown. 

At  the  first  of  these  dates,  when  the  Valley  of  the  Rhone 
was  inundated,  we  measured  a  fall  of  potential  of  122  volts 
between  the  connection  at  Bex  and  St.  Legier.  The  return 
conductor  for  the  current,  that  is  to  say  the  earth,  between 
one  of  the  units  at  Bex  and  the  equipotential  surface  pass- 


ing through  the  auxiliary  earth  connection  at  St.  Legier,  has 
thus  an  equivalent  resistance  of  0.813  ohms. 

In  May,  1907,  when  the  country  in  the  Valley  of  the 
Rhone  was  almost  dry,  the  fall  of  potential  was  163  volts, 
between  the  same  two  points  or  an  equivalent  resistance  of 
1.087  ohms. 

There  was  thus  an  increase  of  resistance  of  about  34 
per  cent  between  the  two  dates.  The  cause  of  this  variation 
could  only  be  the  difference  in  the  humidity  of  the  soil.  It 
could  not  be  near  to  the  earth  connection,  for  on  one  hand 
they  were  at  the  negative  pole  and  on  the  other  the  earth 
return  was  only  used  about  20  hours  altogether.  But  if  we 
thus  fix  on  the  cause  of  the  variation,  we  have  yet  to  ex- 
plain its  amplitude.  Care  was  taken  to  record  the  level 
of  water  in  the  pipes  which  formed  the  essence  of  the  earth 
connections,  each  time  the  potential  was  measured.  We  have 
thus  watched  the  full  of  the  potential  increase  proportion- 
ately as  the  soil  dried  up  to  a  greater  depth  and  on  the 
contrary  decrease  as  the  phone  increased  or  heavy  rain- 
fall  near   the    earth   connections. 

When  the  regular  use  of  the  earth  return  commenced 
July,  1909,  the  Valley  of  the  Rhone — it  is  always  thus  at 
this  time  of  the  year — was  inundated  for  quite  a  distance 
around  the  earth  connections.  We  measured  then  a  fall  of 
potential  of  125  volts  between  Bex  and  St.  Legier  (equivalent 
resistance  of  0.83  ohms).  A  curious  fact  is  to  be  noted  here. 
On  returning  to  Bex  a  few  days  after  we  found  a  multitude 
of  earth  worms,  which  driven  out  by  the  current,  had  died 
outside  the  earth  connections.  We  also  noticed  a  strong 
liberation  of  hydrogen. 

The  indicating  voltmeters  showed  that  since  this  time 
the  fall  of  potential  increased  gradually  and  proportionately 
as  the  waters  lowered.  In  August,  1909,  it  attained  an  aver- 
age of  130  volts;  in  September,  135  volts;  in  October,  142 
volts;  in  November,  160  volts;  in  December,  165  volts;  in 
January,  1910,  170  volts;  in  February,  185  volts,  with  a  maxi- 
mum of  190  volts  (equivalent  resistance  1.265  ohms)  on 
18th  of  February,  1910.  From  this  on  the  fall  of  potential 
gradually  decreased  to  a  minimum  of  115  volts  (0.77  ohms) 
during  the  floods  of  last  July. 

The  above  few  figures  show  that  the  fall  of  potential  be- 
tween Bex  and  St.  Legier  and  consequently  also  the  resist- 
ance of  the  corresponding  piece  of  circuit,  since  the  intensity 
of  the  current  in  this  maintained  constant,  has  varied  toler- 
ably in  this  first  year  of  use.  The  total  variation  represents 
about  65  per  cent  of  the  minimum  of  115  volts.  Taking  the 
mean  values  as  a  point  of  comparison  of  the  fall  of  potential 
or  resistance,  we  arrive  at  a  variation  of  24  per  cent. 

It  will  be  interesting  to  see  how  things  will  go  in  the 
future.  We  would  not  be  surprised  to  see  these  variations 
attain  greater  values  yet  for  last  winter  was  not  very  vig- 
orous and  the  entire  year  has  been  particularly  humid.  We 
will,  therefore,  continue  our  observations  and  will  measure, 
wherever  we  are  able,  the  fall  of  potential  between  the  earth 
connection  at  Bex  and  an  auxiliary  earth  connection  which 
we  will  place  in  the  neighborhood.  In  this  way  we  will  know 
if  the  proportion  of  potential  Bex-St.  Legier  and  Bex  in  aux- 
iliary earth  remain  constant,  or  if  on  the  contrary,  the  varia- 
tions of  resistance  take  place  only  in  a  zone  immediately 
around  the  earth  connections. 

The  18  units  at  Bex  are  in  good  shape  up  to  the  pres- 
ent time.  We  have  not  noticed  any  wear,  which  is  not  as- 
tonishing, since  as  before  noted  this  is  a  negative  pole  of 
the  path  to  earth.  No  repairs  have  been  made  to  these  con- , 
nections.  The  only  expense  which  they  have  occasioned,  out- 
side of  the  instruments  which  were  placed  there,  was  due 
to  the  theft  of  four  copper  wires  of  a  few  inches  each,  which 
theft  was  shown  by  the  recording  instruments  to  have  taken 
place  on  the  14th  of  October,  1909,  at  4  p.  m. 
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This  incident  warrants  at  least  an  explanation.  In  the 
zone  of  the  earth  connections  the  potential  only  varies  a  little 
and  in  ordinary  weather  there  is  no  danger  In  touching  any 
one  of  the  18  wires  which  join  the  line  to  the  earth.  We  did 
not  therefore  take  any  precautions  to  prevent  access  and  to 
tell  the  truth  did  not  foresee  that  any  thief  would  judge 
conditions  so  accurately  as  to  profit  so  adroitly.  But  said 
personages  had  not  counted  on  what  happened  as  they  pro- 
gressed with  their  work.  As  each  wire  was  cut,  the  po- 
tential between  conductors  and  any  point  of  the  ground  and 
the  currents  in  the  wire  increased  considerably.  It  sufficed 
to  develop  in  the  hands,  if  not  in  the  conscience,  alarming 
and  increasing  prickly  sensation.  The  sparks  becoming  faster 
and  more  alarming  after  the  fourth  wire  was  cut  caused  them 
to  leave  an  operation  which  they  felt  must  become  more 
dangerous.  We  have  increased  this  conviction  by  fencing 
off  the  connections  and  placing  a  sign,  the  tenor  of  which 
every  engineer  knows. 

2.  Earth  Connection  at  Belmont:  The  earth  connections 
at  Belmont  are  located  in  ground,  which  although  passably 
marly  is  better  conducted  than  the  Valley  of  the  Rhone. 
Since  the  trials  of  the  25th  and  26th  of  May,  1907,  we  have 
observed  a  fall  of  potential  of  about  95  volts  between  Bel- 
mont and  the  auxiliary  earth  at  St.  Legier.  The  resultant 
resistance  between  this  earth  connection  and  the  ectuipotential 
surface  passing  through  St.  Legier  was  about  0.63  ohms. 

During  this  year  of  trial  the  fall  of  potential  between 
these  same  points  has  varied  relatively  little.  The  extreme 
values  observed  were  83  and  107  volts.  On  the  other  hand 
these  variations  have  not  followed  any  well  defined  law 
and  this  is  easily  explained.  The  ground  at  Belmont  shelves 
down  quite  markedly.  The  run-off  is  therefore  prompt  and 
small  seepage  prevents  large  variations  of  the  resistance  of 
the  soil.  The  variations  of  the  fall  of  potential  Belmont- 
St.  Legier  have  accordingly  been  more  variable  than  at  Bex 
where  the  variations  were  of  lower  duration.  Besides  the 
connections  at  Belmont,  which  constitute  the  positive  pole 
of  the  earth  return  path,  have  been  partly  destroyed  by  elec- 
trolysis and  partly  modified  in  their  structure  by  earth  slides 
or  currents  of  water  and  it  is  probable  that  these  are  the 
principal  factors  in  the  variations  of  resistance  in  this  por- 
tion of  the  path.  The  units  in  metallic  screens  suffered  the 
most.  Two  of  them  were  almost  completely  electrolysed 
and  have  been  replaced  by  two  units  filled  with  coke.  Three 
units  of  group  2  (pipe  and  scrap  iron)  have  also  suffered 
from  wear  and  bad  contact.  The  scrap  iron  has  been  re- 
placed with  large  pieces  of  coke  or  coal  dust.  Finally  3  units 
of  group  3  (pipe  and  coke)  have  had  to  be  replaced  for  lack 
of  cohesion  between  the  coke  and  the  pipe. 

These  repairs  have  not  necessitated  any  stoppage  of 
service:  They  have  been  made  easily  and  at  little  expense. 
The  wear  by  electrolysis,  has  been  extremely  small,  consider- 
ing that  5400  mega-coulombs  have  passed  through  these  units 
since  their  use  as   earth  return. 

We  have  already  had  occasion  to  say,  that  the  earth  re- 
turn has  worked  without  any  mishap  since  it  was  placed  in 
regular  service.  There  has  not  been  during  14  months  any 
derangement  due  to  it,  even  at  St.  Maurice  where  the  ten- 
sion reaches  up  to  23,000  volts.  It  has  not  been  necessary 
ever  to  resort  to  the  two-wire  service  and  the  chief  of  elec- 
tric service  at  Lausanne  does  not  see  any  reason  why  the 
earth  cannot  be  used  as  a  return  indefinitely.  On  the  other 
hand  the  inspector  of  telegi'aphs  has  made  no  complaint. 
Thanks  to  the  compensating  batteries  installed  at  Aigle, 
Allon  St.  Triphon,  Bex  and  Monthey,  batteries  which  have 
worked  so  well  up  to  now,  that  the  railway  signal  service 
has  been  made  as  under  absolutely  normal  conditions. 

We  should  then  be  satisfied  with  the  results  and  our  com- 
mission is  happy  that  the  work  had  led  to  such  a  decisive 


result.  The  work  was  facilitated  by  the  good  will  and  co- 
operation of  the  official  of  the  federal  telephone  and  tele- 
graphs, more  particularly  the  City  of  Lausanne  and  the  Chief 
of  Electric  Service. 

The  Commission  will  continue  to  observe  in  an  attentive 
manner  the  working  of  the  St.  Maurice-Lausanne  transmission 
and  will  not  fail  to  make  any  useful  indications. 

A.  J.  Bowie:  I  would  like  to  ask  if  there  is  any  trouble 
with  the  insulation  of  the   small  motors  on  the  line? 

C.  F.  Elwell:  The  earlier  generators  and  motors  were 
mounted  on  regular  insulators,  that  is,  a  petticoated  insu- 
lator put  upside  down,  and  it  was  found  that  these  were 
cracked,  and  now  they  adopt  the  method  of  mounting  the 
whole  machine  on  a  slab  of  insulation,  covering  the  whole 
floor  around  the  machine  with  a  couple  of  inches  of  asphalt. 
The  floor  of  the  house  is  covered  with  vitrified  tile.  It  has 
one  disadvantage,  that  the  machine  becomes  charged  stat- 
icallj^. 

Question :  How  about  the  effect  of  electrolysis  on  gas 
pipes  and  water  pipes? 

C.  F.  Elwell:  I  mentioned  before,  no  repairs  have  been 
made   to   them   in   fourteen   months. 

Question:  Wouldn't  it  attack  them  if  they  happened  to 
be  adjacent? 

C.  F.  Elwell:  They  evidently  had  that  in  mind  in  mak- 
ing the  earth  connection.  St.  Maurice  is  quite  a  fair  sized 
town,  and  so  is  Lausanne,  and  they  went  out  of  both  places 
several  miles  before  taking  to  the  earth  as  a  conductor,  evi- 
dently to  avoid  any  trouble  from  electrolysis  in  St.  Maurice 
and  Lausanne.  Betweep  those  two  cities  there  was  no  town 
of  any  importance. 

A  Member:  In  regard  to  water  pipe  electrolysis,  I  read 
an  article  about  this  system.  The  way  they  overcame  that 
was  to  insulate  their  cable  down  to  a  ground  plate,  which 
was  several  feet  below  the  surface  of  the  ground.  In  that 
way  the  current  passed  in  a  path  that  was  considerably  below 
the  adjacent  pipes  and  so  forth,  and  in  that  way  it  had  no 
effect.    They  insulated  the  cable  down  to  the  ground  plate. 

S.  J.  Lisberger:  What  did  you  say  was  the  maximum 
voltage  they  had  current  on  any  one  of  these  direct  current 
systems? 

C.  F.  Elwell:  The  existing  system,  the  one  that  has  been 
in  operation  for  five  years,  57,600.  They  employed  that  on 
the  same  size  insulators  that  they  used  on  the  26,000  a.c. 
line. 

S.  J.  Lisberger:  Then  they  are  not  capable  of  delivering 
very  much  power? 

C.  F.  Elwell:  With  150  amperes  at  93,000  volts  they  will 
have  15,000  kilowatts.  I  don't  see  why  they  could  not  gen- 
erate 45,000  kilowatts. 

Question:  I  would  like  to  ask,  referring  to  the  dia- 
gram, does  each  of  those  stations  represent  a  generating 
plant? 

C.  F.  Elwell:  No,  these  represent  generating  stations, 
and  these  three  receiving  stations.  This  diagram  shows  the 
connection  of  one  group.  Here  are  the  armatures  in  series, 
and  the  ground  points  of  the  armatures  are  grounded  to  the 
system  through  these  coherer  resistances,  and  the  only  appa- 
ratus, as  you  see,  is  this  commutator  form  of  switch.  You 
swing  it  round  in  the  upper  position  and  the  line  is  short- 
circuited;  and  you  swing  it  sideways  and  it  is  in  series.  That 
is  all  of  the  details  that  exist  in  connection  with  the  set. 

Queston:  The  distance  between  the  generating  and  the 
receiving  stations  is  what? 

C.  F.  Elwell:  112  miles,  and  you  can  see  the  voltage 
ratio  in  that  connection.  They  have  for  five  years  worked 
112  miles  with  57,000  volts. 

A.  J.  Bowie:  Has  Mr.  Elwell  any  figures  as  to  the  rela- 
tive cost  of  machinery  of  this  direct  and  alternating  current? 
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C.  F.  Elwell:  I  can  only  give  you  something  that  was 
worked  out  several  years  ago  by  an  engineer  in  London,  and 
presented  before  the  English  Institute.  I  will  translate  the 
figures  into  dollars.  He  takes  the  power  station  of  an  alter- 
nating system.  In  a  14,000  kw.  station  (you  must  recognize  this 
is  five  or  six  years  old)  he  takes  14  1000  kw.  machines — which 
is  not  necessary.  We  won't  take  that  one.  In  fact  none  of 
these  figures  are  worth  much  because  he  takes  so  many 
units.  In  a  37,000  kw.  station  he  tates  20  units;  37,500  kw. 
a.c.  10  units,  8750  kw.  d.  c.  20  units  (just  half  the  size) ; 
a.c.  units  and  kilowatts;  d.c.  20  units  (just  half  the  size); 
all  buildings  for  a.c.  £87,000;  d.c.  £103,000.  Generating  plant, 
a.c.   £200,000,  and  d.c.   £325,000. 

But  that  is  not  fair  to  the  d.c.  under  the  circumstances, 
if  you  can  get  larger  generators. 

Switch  gear,  a.c.   £8700;  d.  c.   £1300. 
Boilers,  auxiliary  and  coal  handling  plants,  a.c.   £164,000; 
d.c.  the  same. 

Total  cost:  a.c.  £473,000,  against  d.c.  £594,000,  which 
I  think  is  too  high  for  the  d.c.  on  account  of  his  selection  of 
so  many  generators.  But  granted  that,  the  d.c.  station  will 
always  cost  more  money  than  the  a.c,  the  great  saving 
being  in  the  line.  Taking  the  figures  for  a  unit  line  based 
on  So  per  cent  power  factor  for  a.c.  and  the  same  equivalent 
voltage,  for  example,  25,000  volts  a.c.  and  35,000  d.c,  if  it 
takes  a  thousand  tons  of  copper  for  a.c.  it  will  only  take  four 
hundred  tons  for  the  d.c,  and  the  spacing  not  being  a  factor, 
it  is  not  necessary  to  put  up  large  cross-arms. 

H.  W.  Crozier:  I  have  been  very  much  interested  in  the 
discussion  tonight.  I  am  sorry  I  did  not  have  a  chance  to 
see  the  paper  beforehand,  because  there  are  two  or  three 
figures  I  want  to  refresh  my  memory  on;  but  if  I  remember 
exactly  there  was  a  350  mile  transmission  proposed  to  fur- 
nish power  to  the  Rand  mines  in  South  Africa,  and  this  direct 
current  system  was  considered  very  favorably;  in  fact  the 
three-phase  system  could  not  deliver  the  goods.  The  final 
solution  of  the  problem  however  was  the  building  of  a  large 
steam  power  plant  about  100  miles  from  the  mmes,  and  the 
abandonment  of  a  hydraulic  plant,  the  principal  reason  being 
the  cost  of  copper. 

Now  getting  down  to  California  conditions  again,  some 
time  ago,  in  the  consideration  of  building  a  large  transmission 
line  to  San  PYancisco  and  Oakland  combined  the  question  of 
crossing  San  Francisco  Bay  with  cables  was  taken  up  very 
carefully;  and  as  I  recollect  the  figures,  it  was  proposed  to 
deliver  about  20,000  kilowatts.  The  cable  men  figured  on  12 
cables,  each  about  3  inches  in  diameter.  They  would  be  sin- 
gle-phase cables,  and  the  capacity  of  each  group  of  three 
cables  would  be  5000  kilowatts.  On  account  of  leakage  the 
loss  would  be  about  ten  per  cent.  This  matter  was  gone  into 
very  thoroughly,  as  the  cables  wtjuld  be  a  main  link  in  a 
large  transmission  chain;  but  the  matter  was  abandoned,  and 
the  power  brought  in  by  building  a  transmission  line  around 
the  lower  end  of  the  Bay. 

The  problem  is  now  up  again;  and  it  seems  to  me  from 
this  discussion  tonight  quite  a  field  open  for  this  method.  An 
150  ampere  line  at  66,000  volts  could  transmit  10,000  h.p. 

In  our  problem  of  12  cables  I  have  forgotten  the  amount 
of  money  involved;  but  our  problem  of  12  cables  has  now 
come  down  to  two  cables.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  we  are 
now  going  to  build  a  Fair  here,  and  these  people  with  so 
much  experience  in  this  matter  will  probably  be  among  the 
exhibitors,  it  might  be  in  order  to  request  them  to  attempt 
such  a  thing. 

Aside  from  this,  there  is  also  staring  us  in  the  face  in 
California  long  transmission  of  200  miles  and  more.  So 
far,  our  experience  has  been  very  satisfactory  up  to  150 
miles,  and  we  have  been  able  to  control  and  deliver  voltage 


with  synchronous  apparatus.  We  get  down  to  the  situation 
of  generating  a  lot  of  current  and  then  transforming  it.  In 
the  case  of  the  Turk  and  Fillmore  street  powerhouse,  we  take 
11,000  volts  into  the  station  and  turn  it  into  direct  current. 
I  don't  see  that  it  would  take  a  great  deal  more  machinery 
to  take  in  direct  current. 

Question:  What  has  been  the  effect  of  lightning  storms 
on  this  system? 

C.  F.  Elwell:  As  fas  as  I  know,  there  have  been  no  shut 
downs  from  that  cause.  As  you  will  see,  they  have  plentiful 
protection,  having  three  kinds  of  lightning  protection,  horn 
gap,  condenser  and  coherer  resistance.  Anyone  who  has 
been  in  Switzerland  knows  what  lightning  is.  Nothing  in  Cali- 
fornia will  compare  with  it.  I  have  heard  of  no  troubles  of 
that  sort.  Certainly  there  has  never  been  anything  get  into 
the  machines.  They  seem  to  be  amply  protected  from  any 
disturbances  on  the  line  coming  back  into  the  mechines. 

Question :  May  I  ask  about  the  Victoria  Falls  proposition 
in  Africa.  They  claimed  they  could  not  make  it  with  alter- 
nating current  on  account  of  the  great  distance  and  the  power 
involved. 

C.  F.  Elwell:  That  is  the  system  that  Mr.  Crozier  re- 
ferred to.  That  was  gone  into  by  a  corps  of  experts  several 
years  ago.  It  has  been  abandoned  for  the  present. 
Question:  There  was  no  decision  made  on  it? 
C,  F.  Elwell:  The  decision  was,  as  Mr.  Crozier  said,  to 
build  a  steam  plant  at  a  little  distance  from  the  Rand  and 
supply  the  power  in  that  way.  The  power  is  still  there,  and 
some  day  it  may  be  utilized. 

Mr.  Nielsen:  Mr.  Elwell  stated  that  there  would  be  no 
corona  losses  with  high  tension  direct  current  transmission.  I 
would  like  to  ask  Mr.  Elwell  whether  they  have  had  any 
troubles  with  this  on  those  lines  over  there.  Mr.  McCann 
referred  to  a  paper  by  Mr.  Watson  before  the  British  Asso- 
ciation at  Winnipeg  on  an  investigation  of  corona  losses  with 
high  tension  direct  current.  Those  investigations  were  made 
in  the  laboratory  of  the  University  of  Liverpool,  and  the  re- 
sults presented  there  at  Winnipeg;  and  Mr.  Watson  draws 
the  following  conclusions  from  those  investigations,  which 
may  be  interesting  for  you,  viz.:  That  there  is  a  definite 
corona  stress  over  which  loss  occurs  from  a  direct  current 
line  just  as  from  an  alternating  current  line;  that  the  direct 
current  stress  required  to  produce  a  loss  is  the  same  as  in 
alternating  current  loads;  that  the  stress  is  substantially  the 
same.  For  buried  wires  the  electrical  stress  is  much  lower 
for  negative  than  positive  charges.  That  the  corona  stress  is 
greater  the  smaller  the  wire,  etc.  That  the  loss  is  affected 
by  the  presence  of  water  vapor  in  the  atmosphere,  especially 
for   low   values   of   the   electrical   stress,   etc. 

The  results  which  Mr.  Watson  obtained  agree  very  closely 
for  direct  current  with  those  obtained  by  Professor  Ryan  for 
alternating  current  voltages. 

Of  course,  as  Mr.  Watson  says,  while  the  paper  is  not 
complete,  it  shows  that  we  have  for  direct  current  voltage 
high  tension  just  as  much  to  do  with  corona  as  with  alter- 
nating current.  I  would  like  to  ask  Mr.  Elwell  if  they  have 
had   any  trouble  from  corona  losses? 

C.  F.  Elwell:  The  highest  voltage  there  has  been  57.000 
from  which  you  would  not  expect  any  trouble  from  corona  on 
the  line  carrying  150  amperes;  and  the  stations  here  are 
built  (referring  to  diagram)  but  not  put  into  actual  operation. 
It  will  be  interesting  to  watch  what  happens  when  they 
transmit  at  93,000  volts.  From  my  point  of  view  I  do  not 
think  that  the  corona  loss  is  a  very  large  factor.  I  do  not 
think  it  will  amount  to  much  of  a  factor  in  this  case.  Of 
course  if  you  went  up  to  150,000  volts  you  may  find  it  to  be 
considerable  of  a  factor. 
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In  response  to  the  pressing  need  for  a  simple  and 
practicable  treatise  on  the  best  methods  of  burning 
fuel  oil,  Mr.  E  N.  Percy  has  prepared  the  non-tech- 
nical account  which  begins  in  this  issue  and  will  con- 
tinue for  several  more.  It  comprises  a  condensation 
of  the  author's  wide  observation  of  current  practice 
and  consists  largely  of  diagrams  and  illustrations  of 
good  and  bad  methods.  Further  contributions  on  the 
practical  side  of  this  question  are  invited  from  our 
readers. 


The  wide-spread  reports  that  the  United  States 
Navy  has  decided  not  to  use  the  steam  turbine  in 
battleships  on  account  of  its  lower  efficiency  as  com- 
pared with  the  reciprocating  engine  have  created  a 
false  impression  in  the  public  mind.  The  newspaper 
reports  neglected  to  state  that  this  low  efficiency  was 
due  to  the  slow  speed  at  which  the  vessels  were  run 
and  to  which  the  turbine  is  manifestly  unfitted,  as  it 
cannot  then  be  operated  at  maximum  efficiency.  This 
lype  of  engine  has  materially  increased  the  speed  at 
which  cruisers  and  scouts  may  be  safely  and  contin- 
uousl)'  driven  and  is  finding  a  wide  field  in  marine  use. 


The  possibility  of  a  wider  application  of  the 
ground  return  for  direct  current  machines  is  indi- 
cated in  the  discussion  on  high  tension  direct  current 
transmission  elsewhere  in  these  columns.  The  drop 
in  voltage  in  the  thirty-five  mile  transmission  between 
St.  Maurice  and  Lausanne  in  France  is  eight  per  cent 
with  copper  return  and  five  per  cent  with  earth  return. 
Direct  current  amounting  to  ISO  amperes  was  trans- 
mitted at  27,000  volts  during  fourteen  months  with- 
out  serious  mishap. 


Electric  power  has  effected  zn  annual  saving 
of  $150,000  in  the  operation  of  six  logging  camps  in 
Coos  County,  Oregon,  which  formerly  employed 
steam  power.  These  camps  represent  an  investment 
of  $450,000  so  that  this  saving  v/ould  paj^  for  the 
entire  investment  in  three  years.  T'his  statement  pro- 
voked so  much  interest  at  the  recent  Portland  con- 
vention of  the  Western  Forestry  and  Conservation 
Association  that  a  committee  was  appointed  with  in- 
structions to  confer  with  the  electrical  manufactur- 
ers for  the  purpose  of  conducting  practical  experi- 
ments upon  the  application  of  electricity  to  logging. 


Seldom  have  the  past  results  of  public  control  of 
public   utilities   been   so   concisely   summarized,    their 

Danger  of  Public  P'"*^.^^f  ^°  ^^^f  1^.  P°f  ^-^yed,  and 
l-.  .  -  their  future  so  brilliantly  forecasted 

p  UP    ITT'  ^^   ''^   *^^°'   ^-    Damon's    address 

fubhc  Utilities.       p^inred  elsewhere  in  this  issue.    Mr. 

Damon's  wide  experience  with  the  New  York  Commis- 
sion, on  the  Pittsburg  traction  board  and  at  Los  An- 
geles has  well  qualified  him  to  speak  on  this  subject 
and  gives  to  his.  remarks  the  added  force  of  authority. 
Adequate  service,  in  his  opinion,  is  the  great  end  in 
view  and  to  his  all  other  interests  should  be  subor- 
dinated. Rate  fixing  is  the  last  of  the  fundamentals 
to  be  considered.    His  suggestion  with  reference  to  the 
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dangers  of  public  operation  and  the  wisdom  of  uni- 
versity co-operation  are  especially  opportune  and 
worthy  of  careful  consideration. 

He  contends  that,  while  governmental  regulation 
of  public  utilities  may  finally  lead  to  governmental 
ownership  it  would  be  most  injudicious  to  extend 
these  powers  to  governmental  operation.  That  pub- 
lic ownership  will  be  the  ultimate  outcome  of  regula- 
tion few  thinking  men  will  deny,  if  for  no  other  rea- 
son than  the  withdrawal  of  private  capital  into  more 
lucrative  fields.  The  moneys  which  should  logically 
accrue  from  public  participation  in  profits  would  here 
find  appropriate  investment.  Such  public  ownership 
is-  the  limit  to  sane  socialism,  beyond  it,  madness  lies. 

The  folly  of  public  operation  is  exemplified  by  the 
iniserable  service  now  being  given  by  the  British  tele- 
phone system  which  has  been  under  the  supervision  of 
the  Postoffice  Department  and  which  will  probably  be 
taken  over  from  the  National  Telephone  Company 
during  the  next  year.  In  the  words  of  a  Bostonian 
who  has  recently  returned  from  England  "the  em- 
ployees, not  knowing  what  is  to  be  done  with  them,  are 
careless,  the  unhappy  subscribers  feel  that  they  are 
going  from  the  frying  pan  into  tha  fire."  So  long  as 
politics  hold  sway  over  governmental  offices,  good 
service  cannot  be  their  distinguishing  feature.  As  a 
substitute  Mr.  Damon  proposes  that  the  operation  be 
turned  over  to  private  companies  working  on  a  bonus 
basis.  His  suggestion  has  the  hearty  endorsement  of 
many  operating  men. 

His  proposal  of  university  co-operation  with  the 
work  of  the  public  service  commission  is  in  line  with 
the  Wisconsin  plan  of  turning  over  the  technical  prob- 
lems to  the  faculty  of  the  State  Universit}^  Excellent 
results  have  followed  this  practice  and  v.'e  believe  the 
suggestion  will  meet  the  approval  of  all  the  wellTwishers 
for  the  recently  established  commissions  in  the  West- 
ern States. 


Many  Western  power  companies  will  be  inter- 
ested in  the  decision  of  Judge  J.  T.  Ronald  at  Seattle 
last  week  whc'eby  the  Yakima 
Western  Irrigation  Company  was  enjoined 

Water  Laws  from    diverting    water    from    the 

south  fork  of  the  Snoqualmie 
River  in  accordance  with  the  petition  of  the  Seattle- 
Tacoma  Power  Company.  The  power  company  owns 
the  land  on  both  sides  of  Snoqualmie  Falls  at  the  site 
of  its  hydroelectric  plant  and  claims  the  right  to  the 
use  of  all  the  river's  natural  flow.  The  court  held 
that  the  riparian  right  is  a  property  right  and  that 
the  irrigation  company,  in  order  to  procure  any  part 
of  the  flow  that  the  power  companv  does  not  use, 
must  come  into  court  by  condemnation  proceedings. 

Thus  is  another  link  forged  in  the  chain  which 
bids  fair  to  bind  the  West  to  the  old  English  idea  of 
riparian  rights  as  contrasted  to  the  California  miner's 
right  of  appropriation.  New  evidence  is  here  pre- 
sented that  the  West  is  fast  becoming  a  settled  com- 
munity and  now  feels  the  need  for  the  laws  more 
appropriate  to  that  condition.  A  little  history  may 
not  be  amiss. 


From  the  earliest  times  running  water  has  been 
considered  as  free  as  the  air  and  tjie  light  or  as  the 
birds  that  fly  therein  until  it  becomes  private  prop- 
erty by  capture.  The  figurative  beauty  implied  in  the 
expression  "taming  the  power  of  the  water-fall"  is 
surpassed  in  vividness  only  by  its  literal  truth,  "one 
of  those  truths  spoken  from  the  chest"  as  our  German 
friends  might  remark.  For  what  wandering  animal 
is  wilder  or  more  ownerless  than  unappropriated  run- 
ning water,  more  amenable  to  man's  control  or  freer 
when  't  escapes  from  restraint.  This  analogy  is  still 
further  borne  out  by  the  many  ooints  of  similarity 
between  the  game  laws  and  those  concerning  water. 

These  laws,  though  legion  in  number,  may  be 
classified  under  two  heads,  the  laws  of  riparian  rights 
which  the  Romans  bequeathed  to  the  British  and 
which  they  in  turn  transmitted  to  the  early  American 
settler.s,  and  the  laws  of  the  right  of  priority  of  dis- 
covery, location  and  appropriation,  which  were  an  out- 
growth of  the  conditions  endemic  to  the  California  ar- 
gonauts. The  former,  the  English  common  law  sys- 
tem, is  applicable  to  well  settled  communities  where 
private  land  holdings  predominate ;  the  latter,  the 
crystallized  customs  of  the  pioneer  miners,  was 
adapted  to  the  Western  States  and  Territories  where 
public  lands  predominated.  Consequently  we  find  that 
the  right  of  appropriation  was  early  incorporated  in 
the  constitutions  of  all  the  Western  States  in  con- 
formity to  the  precedent  set  by  California. 

Later,  as  more  land  passed  into  private  owner- 
ship during  the  era  of  rapid  development,  arose  ques- 
tions contingent  upon  private  land  holdings  and  also 
upon  the  multiplicity  of  appropriations  along  the  same 
stream.  The  early  laws  of  appropriation  proved  inad- 
equate to  untangle  this  skein  of  legal  controversy.  The 
principles  of  riparian  rights  sufficed  to  settle  many  of 
these  cases  and  so  California  again  took  the  initiative 
in  forming  new  laws  to  meet  these  new  conditions. 
Many  other  Western  States  soon  followed  this  ex- 
ample, but  others,  notedly  Colorado,  still  cling  to  the 
laws  clustered  around  the  right  of  appropriation  until 
today  there  are  two  opposing  forces,  those  who  favor 
the  combined  system  of  appropriation  and  riparian 
rights  and  those  who  recognize  only  the  right  of  prior 
appropriation. 

The  former,  or  "California  doctrine,"  rules  in  that 
State  as  well  as  in  Washington,  Montana,  the  Da- 
kotas,  Kansas  and  Oklahoma.  The  latter,  or  "Colo- 
rado doctrine,"  governs  in  Colorado,  New  Mexico,  Wy- 
oming, Utah,  Idaho,  Nevada,  Arizon.i  and  Alaska.  Ore- 
gon, Nebraska  and  Texas  have  partially  adopted  the 
laws  of  riparian  rights  but  still  favor  the  right  of  ap- 
propriation. 

Opinion  differs  greatly  as  to  which  doctrine  is 
more  favorable  to  the  development  of  the  West  or 
whether  either  tends  to  retard  it.  Recent  decisions 
of  the  U.  S.  Supreme  Court  "recognize  the  ditTerencc 
of  climate  and  soil  which  render  necessary  these  differ- 
ent laws  in  the  States  so  situated."  However,  it  can- 
not be  but  a  matter  of  a  short  time  before  the  rapid 
settlement  of  the  great  arid  West  will  quiet  these  con- 
tentions in  favor  of  the  dual  system,  as  indicated  by 
Judge  Ronald's  decision,  especially  as  they  are  now 
being  overwhelmed  in  the  far  greater  question  of  fed- 
eral control.     But  this  is  another  story. 
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PERSONALS. 

J.  A.  Cranston,  manager  of  the  Portland  office  of  the 
General  Electric  Company  was  a  recent  San  Francisco  vis- 
itor. 

W.  Brewster  Hall,  representing  Pass  &  Seymour  of 
Solvay,  N.  Y.,  has  been  calling  on  the  trade  at  San  Fran- 
cisco. 

C.  E.  Groesbeck,  one  of  the  vice-presidents  of  H.  M. 
Byllesby  &  Co.,  with  headquarters  at  Portland,  Ore.,  was  a 
recent  San  Francisco  vititor. 

Hans  F.  W.  Rasmussen,  formerly  with  Stone  &  Webster 
at  Boston,  has  joined  the  new  business  department  of  the 
Pacific  Gas  &  Electric  Company. 

S.  P.  Russell,  manager  of  the  electrical  department 
of  the  H.  W.  Johns-Manville  Company,  spent  the  past  week 
on  a  business  trip  through  central  California. 

J.  H.  Hansen,  designing  engineer  with  the  Pelton  Water 
Wheel  Company,  spent  the  past  week  at  Los  Angeles  and 
vicinity  inspecting  the  plants  of  the  Pacific  Light  &  Power 
Company. 

H.  A  Lardnpr,  Pacific  Coast  manager  for  J.  G.  White  & 
Co.,  of  New  York,  has  returned  to  his  San  Francisco  office 
after  visiting  Tonopah  to  make  an  engineering  report  on  a 
mine   project. 

Frank  Loomis  has  resigned  his  position  with  the  Pacific 
Coast  offices  of  the  Holophane  Company  to  take  charge  of 
the  electrical  department  of  H.  W.  Johns-Manville  Company's 
Portland   offices. 

Geo.  R.  Murphy,  manager  of  the  storage  battery  depart- 
ment of  Pierson,  Roeding  &  Co.,  has  just  returned  to  San 
Francisco,  after  spending  six  weeks  on  a  tour  of  the  Eastern 
and   Northwestern   States. 

L  W.  Booth,  who  is  interested  in  the  manufacture  of  the 
Lombard  governor,  has  arrived  at  San  Francisco  from  Bos- 
ton and  is  visiting  Pierson,  Roeding  &  Co.,  the  Pacific  Coast 
agents  for  his  company. 

Robert  Sibley  and  Rudolph  W.  Van  Norden  inspected  the 
Borel  plant  of  the  Pacific  Light  &  Power  Company,  this 
week.  Mr.  Sibley  continued  to  Los  Angeles  while  Mr.  Van 
Norden  returned  tc  San  Francisco. 

James  N.  Campbell  has  taken  charge  of  the  supervision 
of  the  construction  of  the  Oakland  &  Antioch  Railway.  His 
future  headquarters  will  be  at  J  G.  White  &  Co.'s  construc- 
tion  office,    10.3    Edith    street,    Oakland. 

C.  Remschel  has  given  up  hii?  connection  with  the  Ameri- 
can li^lecrric  Company  at  Seattle  and  will  put  in  a  large  stock 
of  electrical  equipment  and  supplies  in  a  new  store  he  plans 
to  open.     He  spent  the  past  week  at  San  Francisco. 

Fred  L.  Johnston  has  resigned  as  city  engineer  of  Santa 
Barbara  Cal.,  to  become  supervising  engineer  over  the  trans- 
mission line  which  the  Southern  Sierra  Power  Company  is 
building  between  Bishop  and  San  Bernardino,  Cal. 

F.  A.  Richards,  of  the  railway  department  of  Pierson, 
Roeding  &  Company,  has  returned  to  the  San  Francisco 
office  from  San  Diego,  where  he  secured  an  order  from  the 
San  Diego  Electric  Railway  Company  for  48  double  trucks 
for  electric  street  cars.  A  fine  reinforced  concrete  power 
station,  equipped  with  the  latest  type  of  steam  turbine  gen- 
erator, is  being  completed.  W.  Clayton,  vice-president  and 
general  manager  of  the  company  is  authority  for  the  state- 
ment that  numerous  extensions  of  the  system  will  be  made 
within  the  next  few  years. 

Wynn  Meredith,  Pacific  Coast  manager  for  Sanderson 
&  Porter,  has  gone  to  Victoria,  B.  C,  to  canvas  the  tenders 
opened  Dec.  15,  for  the  construction  of  a  new  water  supply 
system.  In  his  capacity  as  consulting  engineer  for  the  cor- 
poration of  the  City  of  Victoria,  Mr.  Meredith  drew  up  the 
elaborate  specifications  and  contract  forms  making  a  volume 
of  120  pages.  The  cost  of  this  gravity  system,  which  is  to 
take  water  from  Sooke  Lake,  is  estimated  at  from  $1,500,000 
to  ?2,000,000.  About  sixteen  million  imperial  gallons  per  day 
are  expected  to  flow  through  the  30-mile  conduit. 


FIRST      MEETING      OF       ELECTRICAL       DEVELOPMENT 
LEAGUE. 

The  first  regular  meeting  of  the  newly  formed  organiza- 
tion of  San  Francisco  electrical  men,  to  be  known  as  the 
"Electrical  Development  League"  was  held  at  Tait's  Cafe 
on  December  12  with  a  large  attendance.  Reports  were 
received  ~  from  several  committees  and  their  recommenda- 
tions adopted  as  to  Constitution  and  By-Laws  and  officers 
Geo.  C.  Holberton  was  elected  president,  H.  V.  Carter, 
vice-president  and  E.  B.  Strong,  secretary-treasurer.  The 
executive  committee  consists  of  these  gentlemen  together 
with  C.  C.  Hillis,  P.  Decker,  J.  A.  Vandegrift  and  W.  W. 
Hanscom.  Appointments  on  the  various  committees  will 
be  announced  later. 

This  is  an  organization  of  individuals  and  not  firms,  its 
membership  has  no  geographical  limitation  and  all  Pacific 
Coast  electrical  men  are  especially  invited  to  join.  Meet- 
ings are  to  te  held  monthly  at  the  call  of  the  president,  the 
next  being  scheduled  for  January  9,  1912,  at  Tait's  Cafe. 
Official  headquarters  are  at  the  secretary's  office,  rooms  106 
112   Rialto  Building,   San  Francisco. 


OBITUARY. 


George  Barclay  Moffatt,  the  man  who  conceived  and  car- 
ried to  completion  the  Oregon  Electric  Railway  project  and 
who  was  the  first  president  of  that  road,  died  at  Portland, 
Ore.,  December  4,  aged  57  years.  He  was  identified  in  an 
official  capacity  with  most  of  the  large  financial  powers  of 
New  York,  including  the  financial  house  of  White,  Weld  & 
Company,  and  the  Electric  Bond  &  Share  Company,  of  New 
York,  of  which  ho  was  a  director.  Until  just  before  his  we.^t- 
ern  trip  he  was  a  director  in  the  American  Telephone  &  Tele- 
graph Company.  The  banking  institution  of  which  he  was  the 
head,  financed  and  controlled  many  industrial  enterprises  all 
over  the  country.  Among  the  more  important  of  these  are 
the  Portland  Power  &  Light  Company,  the  Portland  Gas  & 
Coke  Company,  the  American  Power  &  Light  Company,  of 
New  York,  and  the  Kansas  Gas  &  Electric  Company.  He  was 
a  director  of  the  two  last  named  companies  at  the  time  of 
his  death. 

In  an  individual  capacity  and  in  association  with  W.  A. 
White,  his  father-in-law,  he  operated  and  controlled  the  Wash- 
ington Water  Power  Company,  of  Spokane,  which  supplies 
power  to  the  street  railway  system  of  Spokane,  a  suburban 
line  from  Spokane  to  Medical  Lake,  and  large  power  plants 
at  Post  Falls  and  in  Spokane. 


ELECTRICAL  CONTRACTORS'   NOTES. 

Frank  Somers,  manager  of  the  Century  Electric  Company, 
of  San  Jose,  was  in  San  Francisco  last  Tuesday. 

H.  E.  May,  of  the  Electric  Supply  Company  of  Sacra- 
mento, was  present  at  the  Electric  League  Luncheon,  Tuesday. 

Contracts  amounting  to  $127,941  have  been  let  for  an 
apartment  house  on  Franklin,  Page  and  Market  streets,  by 
Albert  Lansburgh,  architect.  The  electrical  work  will  run 
about   $5500. 

W.  S.  Hanbridge,  secretary-treasurer  of  Electrical  Con- 
tractors' Association  reports  that  a  meeting  of  all  the  elec- 
trical contractors  in  the  southern  part  of  the  State  was  held 
a  Los  Augeles,  Saturday,  December  2d  and  it  was  well  at- 
tended from  all  points.  After  the  meeting  the  contractors 
and  their  ladies  became  the  guests  of  Mr.  Chas.  Hall,  the 
genial  representative  of  the  Illinois  Electric  Company  and 
viewed  the  electrical  show.  The  meeting  was  a  great  success 
and  a  vote  of  thanks  was  extended  to  Mr.  Hall. 

The  Newberry,  Benheim  Electric  Company  of  San  Fran- 
cisco and  Los  Angeles,  were  awarded  the  wiring  for  the  Pas- 
adena High  School  for  the  sum  of  $21,000. 
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WESTINGHOUSE    ELECTRIC    CHAFING    DISHES    AND 
FRYING    PANS. 

The  rapidly  increasing  use  of  electrically  heated  appa- 
ratus for  domestic  purposes  has  led  to  the  design  of  various 
devices  and  modifications  of  those  already  designed.  Ex- 
amples of  these  are  shown  herewith  in  the  frying  pan  and 
the  blazier  type  chafing  dish  manufactured  by  the  Westing- 
house  Electric  &  Manufacturing  Company,  East  Pittsburgh, 
Penn. 

The  frying  pan  is  one  of  the  most  convenient  cooking 
utensils  that  can  be  offered  for  use  in  homes,  restaurants, 
hotels,  etc.  It  is  not  only  a  complete  frying  pan,  capable  of 
cooking  everything  that  can  be  fried  in  the  ordinary  manner, 
but  it  can  also  be  turned  into  an  electric  disc-stove  by  simply 
inverting  it  and  is  then  suitable  for  all  kinds  of  light  cook- 
ing, toasting,  and  similar  uses. 


Electric  Frying  Pan. 

It  is  made  of  sheet  steel  and  has  a  polished  metal  han- 
dle. The  heating  element  is  in  the  bottom  of  the  pan  and 
is  hermetically  sealed  between  steel  walls  so  that  it  is 
completely  protected  from  oxidation.  The  pan  can  be  easily 
cleaned. 

The  pan  heats  quickly  and  can  be  run  at  three  different 
temperatures — high,  medium,  and  low.  The  desired  temper- 
ature is  obtained  by  means  of  an  indicating  push-button 
switch. 

The  stand  is  made  of  aluminum  and  is  so  designed  that 
the  frying  pan  can  be  run  at  full  heat  without  injuring  the 
surface  of  the  table  on  which  it  is  supported.  The  whole 
outfit  is  light. 


Electric  Chafinp  Dish. 

The  Westinghouse  blazier  type  chafing  dish  is  the  most 
improved  form  of  this  ever  popular  utensil.  In  it  there  is 
absolutely  none  of  the  danger  from  fire  and  explosion  which 
is  always  present  when  alcohol  is  used.  The  heat  is  uni- 
formly distributed  over  the  bottom  of  the  pan,  thus  elimi- 


nating the  overheated  center  and  cold  sides  which  are  una- 
voidable when  heat  from  a  flame  is  used. 

The  dish  can  also  be  operated  at  three  heats — high, 
medium,  and  low — and  the  temperature  at  each  heat  is  always 
the  same  so  that  results  once  obtained  can  always  be  du- 
plicated. It  is  always  ready  for  use  and  consumes  so  little 
current  that  it  is  more  economical  than  the  alcohol-heated 
dish. 

This  chafing  dish  is  similar  to  the  ordinary  type  except 
that  it  has  three  pans  instead  of  two — a  water  pan,  a  food 
pan,  and  a  blazier.  The  water  pan  and  the  food  pan  are 
the  same  as  used  with  the  ordinary  alcohol  chafing  dish. 

The  blazier  contains  the  heating  clement  hermetically 
sealed  in  the  bottom.  It  is  similar  to  the  food  pan  in  ap- 
pearance and  can  either  be  used  as  a  food  pan  for  operations 
requiring  high  temperature,  as  in  frying,  or  it  can  be  filled 
with  water  and  used  to  heat  the  food  pan,  which  fits  within 
it,  when  mild  heat  is  wanted. 

An  indicating  plug  switch  controls  the  temperature.  The 
high  heat  is  ordinarily  used  to  bring  the  chafing  dish  to  the 
desired  temperature.  The  low  heat  will  keep  water  boiling 
after  the  boiling  point  is  once  reached  and  is  useful  for 
keeping  food  warm.  The  medium  heat  is  the  highest  that 
is  usually  wanted  for  most  cooking  in  the  blazier. 

All  metal  parts  are  handsomely  finished  in  polished  nickel 
or  copper.  The  handles  are  ebonized  wood.  The  blazier  is 
designed  to  fit  the  most  popular  sizes  of  chafing  dishes  and 
contains  all  the  parts  necessary  for  electrical  operation.  By 
its  use  the  most  popular  makes  of  alcohol  chafing  dishes 
may  be  operated  by  electricity  with  no  changes  of  any  kind. 


TRADE  NOTES. 

Gas  Kai  is  the  title  of  a  new  monthly  magazine  devoted 
to  the  gas  interests  of  Japan  and  published  at  Tokio  under  . 
the  editorship  of  S.  Fijisaki. 

Electrocraft,  heretofore  published  at  Detroit,  Michigan, 
as  a  monthly  magazine  for  electrical  contractors  has  been 
absorbed  by  the  Electrical  Review  and  Western  Electrician  of 
Chicago. 


NEW   CATALOGUES. 

The  Bridgeport  Brass  Co.  of  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  are  send- 
ing out  postal  cards  telling  of  the  advantages  of  "Phono- 
Electric"  as  trolley  wire  insurance. 

Circular  119S.  describing  alternating  current  waterwheel 
generators,  has  been  issued  by  the  Westinghouse  Electric 
&  Manufacturing  Company  of  East  Pittsburg,  Pa.  The  pub- 
lication illustrates  and  describes  the  different  types  of  gen- 
erators, both  vertical  and  horizontal,  for  waterwheel  drive 
manufactured  by  that  company. 

The  bierling  Electrical  Mfg.  Co.  of  Warren,  Ohio,  have 
issued  a'i  attractive  treatise  on  the  Mazda  lighting  system 
entitled  -'From  Post  Hole  to  Light  On."  The  ccst  data  em- 
bodied is  especially  valuable.  The  same  company  has  issued 
a  handsome  pamphlet  on  "Warren  Beautiful,"  the  first  city 
in  the  United  States  to  adopt  Mazda  street  lightin.?  ex- 
clusively. 

The  Kellogg  Switchboard  &  Supply  Company,  Chicago, 
are  issuing  a  unique  postal  card  booklet,  with  factory  and 
branch  office  views  that  emphasize  the  personnel  of  its  sales 
representatives.  This  little  booklet,  attractively  printed  in 
two  colors,  is  a  part  of  an  ordinary  mailing  card  and  gives 
views  of  the  factory  buildings,  mentioning  briefly  the  equip- 
ment, the  branch  offices,  with  complete  stock  and  shipping 
facilities. 
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INCORPORATIONS. 

BAKERSFIELD,  CAL.— Bakersfield  Water  Company, 
$100,000,  by  B.  L   Foster,  L.  E.  Jordan,  H.  R.  Person. 

HOLTVILLE.  CAL. — Imperial  Southside  Water  Company, 
$200,000,  shares  $10  each,  by  C.  D.  Hartshorn,  F.  S.  Best. 

HOOD  RIVER,  ORE.— The  Hood  River  Gas  &  Electric 
Company  has  been  incorporated  with  $100,000  capital  stock. 

LOS  ANGELES,  CAL.— Needles  Gas  &  Electric  Company, 
$10,000,  subscribed  $300,  by  H.  Torchiana,  B.  L.  Devos,  A.  Mil- 
dreth. 

SAN  BERNARDINO,  CAL.— Citrus  Belt  Gas  Co.,  $1,500,- 
000,  subscribed  $500,  by  P.  P.  Morrisin,  E.  D.  Roberts,  A.  M. 
Ham  and  Z.  T.  Bell. 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL.— Merced  River  Electric  Power 
Company,  $10,000,000,  by  L.  M.  Cove,  H.  L.  Breed,  Chas.  Press, 
S.  Hamilton  and  J.  L.  Bowes. 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL.— Haller-Cunningham  Electric 
Company,  $10,000,  shares  $10  each,  subscribed  $5000,  by  E. 
T.  Cunningham,  J.  P.  and  G.  F.  Haller. 

BOISE,  IDAHO.— The  Southern  Idaho  Light,  Heat  &; 
Power  Company  has  just  been  incorporated  with  a  capitaliz- 
ation of  $20,000,000.  The  prime  movers  in  the  organization 
are  capitalists  of  Portland,  Me. 


ILLUMINATION. 

CHICO,  CAL.— Sealed  bids  will  be  received  by  the  Clerk 
of  the  Board  of  Trustees  up  to  December  19th,  1911,  for  light- 
ing the  city  of  Chico. 

PEIALUMA,  CAL. — The  Pacific  Gas  &  Electric  Company 
will  shortly  commence  work  extending  the  electric  line  for 
two  miles  out  in  the  vicinity  of  Church's  Hill. 

CRANBROOK,  B.  C. — The  Empire  Electric  Company  has 
secm'ed  the  contract  from  J.  McKay,  of  Athalmer,  for  the 
installation  of  an  electric  light  plant  at  Athalmer. 

REDLANDS,  CAL. — It  has  been  decided  to  install  orna- 
mental lights  in  the  business  section  of  the  city.  The  cost  is 
to  be  borne  by  the  property  owners  and  the  city  proportion- 
ately. 

BOISE,  IDAHO. — The  Boise  Gas  Light  Company's  plant 
and  business  has  been  purchased  by  Kelsey,  Berwer  &  Com- 
pany, of  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.  Many  improvements  in  the 
plant  will  be  made. 

BELLINGHAM,  WASH.— The  joint  committee  of  the 
water  board  and  the  city  council  has  decided  to  install  an 
auxiliary  lighting  plant  in  connection  with  the  city's  power 
station  which  operates  the  electric  pumps  of  the  water  de- 
partment. 

SAN  JOSE,  CAL.— The  Sierra  &  San  Francisco  Power 
Company,  has  established  offices  in  this  city.  The  main 
line  of  the  company  passes  through  Alviso,  and  its  nearest 
point  to  San  Jose  is  about  ten  miles,  but  a  branch  line  will 
be  built  into  the  city  in  a  short  time. 

TROPICO,  CAL.— The  City  Council  has  passed  a  resolu- 
tion thai;  public  interest  and  necessity  demand  the  construc- 
tion and  completion  by  the  city  of  electric  works.  The  cost 
which  will  be  about  $20,000,  is  too  great  to  be  paid  out  of 
the  ordinary  annual  income  of  the  city. 


BELLINGHAM,  WASH. — An  ordinance  has  been  intro- 
duced to  ,the  City  Council,  providing  for  an  appropriation  of 
$6000  for  the  installation  of  a  municipal  lighting  plant.  City 
Engineer  Whitney  asserts  that  a  municipal  plant  will  reduce 
the  cost  of  arc  lights  from  $54  to  $25  per  year. 

MARTINEZ,  CAL.— The  Pacific  Gas  &  Electric  Company 
is  spending  several  thousand  dollars  repairing  and  strength- 
ening the  lines  between  here  and  Concord.  New  wires  are 
being  strung  along  the  line  and  steps  being  taken  to  protect 
the  line  from  falling  limbs,  which  in  winter  time  cause  the 
breaking  of  the  power  lines. 


TRANSPORTATION. 


SAN  BERNARDINO,  CAL.— A  bonus  of  $14,000  has  been 
raised  for  building  a  trolley  line  from  the  northwest  section 
of  the  city  to  the  business  district.  It  will  be  tendered  to  the 
Pacific  Electric  Company,  and  if  refused  will  be  offered  to 
other  companies. 

WOODLAND,  CAL. — An  ordinance  granting  the  right 
of  way  for  the  West  Side  Electric  Railroad  over  all  the  pub- 
lic roads  covered  by  the  surveys  has  been  adopted  by  the 
Supervisors  in  the  name  of  J.  Reith  Jr.,  E.  L.  Sisson,  H.  W. 
Manor  and  L.  P.  Klemmer. 

McMINNVILLE,  ORE.— It  is  reported  that  the  west  side 
lines  of  the  Southern  Pacific  will  be  electrified  in  the  near 
future.  It  is  understood  that  the  lines  will  be  equipped  for 
electric  cars  as  far  as  this  place,  both  by  way  of  Forest  Grove 
and  also  on  the  "V  amhill  division  by  way  of  Newberg. 

SANTA  CLARA,  CAL. — Manager  F.  P.  Chapin  of  the 
Peniii.sular  Electric  Company  has  received  word  from  Paul 
Shoup,  manager  of  the  Southern  Pacific  electric  lines,  that 
the  application  for  an  electric  line  to  connect  Santa  Clara 
with  the  interurban  system  of  Meridian  Corners  has  been 
granted. 

LA  MESA,  CAL.— Work  on  the  San  Diego,  El  Cajon  & 
Escondido  electric  line  is  being  pushed.  G.  W.  Purcell,  pres- 
ident of  the  San  Diego  &  Escondido  Electric  Company,  states 
that  plans  for  trestles  are  being  prepared  in  the  office  of  the 
company.  There  will  be  five  trestles  in  the  strip  between  La 
Mesa  and  San  Diego. 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL.— The  Board  of  Public  Works  has 
awarded  the  contract  for  furnishing  43  cars  for  the  Geary 
Street  Municipal  Railway  to  the  W.  L.  Holman  Company,  the 
only  local  bidder,  for  $337,000.  It  is  understood  that  the  mat- 
ter will  go  to  court  since  the  Holman  Company  was  not  the 
lowest  bidder,  its  demand  being  $50,000  in  excess  of  that  of 
the  Jewett  Car  Company  of  Newark,  Ohio. 

PHOENIX,  ARIZ.— A  franchise  has  been  granted  to  the 
Salt  River  Valley  Electric  Railway  Company  to  connect 
Phoenix  with  the  northeast  part  of  the  valley,  the  initial 
line  probably  terminating  at  Scottsdale.  It  also  proposes  to 
build  a  line  to  Glendale  and  the  Northwest,  and  eastward 
to  Tempa  and  Mesa.  Entry  to  the  city  is  to  be  by  way  of 
Adams  streets.  The  promoters  state  that  the  power  will 
be  electricity  from  storage  batteries. 

BOSTON,  MASS. — Stone  &  Webster  report  as  follows 
on  the  October  operations  of  the  following  companies:  Puget 
Sound  Electric  Railway — Gross  earnings,  $154,752;  decrease, 
$7008;  net  earnings,  $17,826;  decrease,  $2854;  surplus  over 
charges,  $6166;    decrease  $4497.     Seattle  Electric  Company — 
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Gross  earnings,  $461,501;  decrease,  $7,532;  net  earnings,  $201,- 
118;  decrease,  $28,275;  surplus  over  charges,  $85,184;  de- 
crease, $34,296.  Whatcom  County  Railway  &  Light  Company 
— Gross  earnings,  $34,506;  decrease,  $1114;  net  earnings,  $16,- 
407;  decrease,  $1,071;  surplus  over  charges,  $5637;  decrease, 
$688. 

FRESNO,  CAL. — Manager  A.  G.  Wishon  of  the  San 
Joaquin  Light  &  Power  Company,  confirms  the  fact  that  a 
railroad  is  being  built  to  Big  Creek.  The  cost  of  the  road  will 
be  about  $1,000,000.  It  is  not  yet  certain  that  the  road  will  be 
brought  all  the  way  to  Priant.  It  may  be  brought  down  to 
the  plains  by  way  of  Little  Dry  Creek,  and  connect  up  with 
the  Soutliern  Pacific  at  the  Fresno  copper  mine.  The  route 
cannot  be  determined  until  the  surveyors  get  through  with 
that  part  of  it. 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL.— Suit  has  been  instituted  by  the 
State  of  California  against  the  United  Railroads  for  the  for- 
feiture of  the  franchise  in  California  street  from  Kearny  to 
Mai'ket  streets.  The  complaint  was  signed  by  Attorney  Gen- 
eral U.  S.  Webb  and  City  Attorney  P.  V.  Long.  Assistant 
City  Attorney  D.  S.  O'Brien  is  the  nominal  plaintiff.  On  ac- 
count of  the  disuse  of  the  rights  the  State  asks  that  the 
franchise  be  declared  forfeited  and  that  the  United  Rail- 
roads in  addition  pay  a  fine  of  $5000. 


TRANSMISSION. 


SANTA  CLARA,  CAL. — An  ordinance  was  passed  granting 
to  D.  O.  Druffel,  a  franchise  to  construct  and  maintain  pole 
lines  and  conduits  for  the  purpose  of  transmitting  electric 
current  for  power  purposes. 

SUISUN,  CAL. — The  Great  Western  Power  Company, 
■which  has  built  an  electric  line  from  the  Sierra  Nevada 
Mountains  to  the  bays,  is  considering  the  proposition  of  build- 
ing a  cable  across  Carquinez  straits  for  the  purpose  of  dis- 
tributing its  power  in  Solano  and  Napa  counties. 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C. — Early  action  is  expected  by  Secre- 
tary Fisher  on  the  application  of  the  Great  Western  Power 
Company  for  permission  to  develop  55,000  h.p.  of  electricity 
on  J'eather  River  in  Butte  Valley,  in  the  Plumas  National  For- 
est, Cal.  The  Forest  Service  has  approved  the  plan  as  cut- 
lined  in  the  application  of  the  power  company. 

HOOD  RIVER,  ORE.— The  Hood  River  Applegrowers' 
Union  has  purchased  from  Joseph  A.  Wilson  his  175  horse- 
power waterpower  system.  The  union  plans  an  increase 
of  from  300,000  to  500,000  boxes  in  its  storage  capacity  next 
year  and  the  povver  will  drive  the  ice  and  cold  storage  ma- 
chinery. The  power  system,  the  water  of  which  is  secured 
from  Indian  Creek,  a  tributary  of  Hood  River,  which  empties 
into  that  stream  near  the  city  of  Hood  River,  was  constructed 
by  Mr.  Wilson  in  1905.  In  addition  to  the  power  furnished 
to  the  growers'  union,  water  and  power  is  furnished  to  eight 
other  business  concerns  in  the  city,  and  water  to  the  O.-W. 
R.   &   N. 

HOOD  RIVER,  ORB. — Justice  of  the  Peace  A.  C.  Buck 
dismissed  the  criminal  charges  preferred  against  T.  E.  Verco, 
a  laborer,  and  Charles  W.  Gill,  line  foreman  of  the  Hydro- 
Electric  Company,  by  Albert  S.  Hall,  Hood  River,  manager  of 
the  Pacific  Power  &  Light  Company,  for  an  alleged  criminal 
destruction  of  property.  The  Hydroelectric  Company's  new 
line,  the  poles  of  which  the  laborers  were  setting  into  Port- 
land, parallels  tte  line  of  the  Pacific  Power  &  Light  Com- 
pany, which  can-ies  a  current  of  2200  volts.  At  the  Indian 
Creek  bridge,  in  order  to  raise  their  line  above  that  of  their 
competitors,  the  Hydro  Company  was  forced  to  erect  poles 
65  feet  in  height.  The  foreman,  Gill,  found  that  it  would 
be  Impossible  to  set  the  poles  without  guy  wires  coming  in 


contact  with  the  live  wires,  and  to  prevent  danger  to  men  and 
probable  damage  to  the  Pacific  Power  &  Light  Company's 
wires,  he  removed  plugs  a  short  distance  from  where  his 
crew  of  men  was  at  work  and  cut  off  the  current,  which,  ac- 
cording to  statements  of  Hill,  left  60  of  their  customers  with- 
out electrical  energy  for  a  period  of  about  four  and  a  half 
hours.  This  act  was  alleged  malicious.  The  removal  of  the 
plugs  was  admitted  by  the  defendants,  but  a  lack  of  malice 
was   avowed. 


TELEPHONE  AND  TELEGRAPH. 

SUSANVILLE,  CAL.— The  California  Telegraph  &  Tele- 
phone Company  has  been  busy  lately  putting  in  operation  new 
lines   and   exchanges. 

WATSONVILLE,  CAL.— The  people  of  the  Carlton  district 
have  about  completed  arrangements  for  the  installing  of  a 
private  telephone  system  in  that  section,  which  will  connect 
with  the  central  office  of  the  Pacific  States  Telephone  & 
Telegraph  Company,  at  Watsonville. 

TACOMA,  WASH.— Following  President  Theodore  N. 
Vail's  visit  here  this  week,  the  Bell  telephone  interests  today 
wiped  out  competition  in  Tacoma  and  Bellingham  at  an  auc- 
tion under  Federal  Court  authority.  The  holdings  of  the 
Home  Telephone  Company  of  Puget  Sound  at  Tacoma  and 
Bellingham  were  purchased  by  the  Sunset  Telephone  Com- 
pany, a  subsidiary  of  the  Pacific  Telephone  &  Telegraph  Com- 
pany, for  $550,000.  Mayor  Seymour  wanted  the  city  of  Ta- 
coma to  organize  a  holding  company  and  purchase  the  Home 
telephone  plant,  but  could  not  do  so  without  authority  of  the 
Legislature.  He  says  he  has  an  understanding  that  the  city 
can  purchase  the  Home  plant  from  the  Bell  interests  if  Ta- 
coma so  desires  later. 


WATERWORKS. 


ELMA,  WASH. — All  bids  for  the  construction  of  the 
water  system  were  rejected  by  the  City  Council. 

STEVENSON,  WASH.— The  City  Council  has  passed  an 
ordinance  providing  for  the  purchase  of  the  waterworks  of 
the    Stevenson   Water    &    Improvement    Company. 

SPOKANE,  WASH. — Plans  are  being  drawn  by  a  Spokane 
engineering  firm  for  a  waterworks  here  costing  about  $11,000 
to  be  located  on  Howerton  hill,  northwest  of  the  town. 

EUREKA,  CAL.— There  has  been  filed  with  the  County 
Recorder  a  water  appropriation  of  5,000,000  inches,  made  by 
K.  Geer  on  water  flowing  in  Ben  Vaissade  creek,  to  supply 
inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Blue  Lake. 

WOODBURN,  ORE.— The  sale  of  $25,000  waterworks 
bonds  was  negotiated  here  by  the  City  Council  to  an  eastern 
bonding  company.  The  water  system  will  be  taken  over  by 
the  city  and  extensions  to  the  amount  of  $15,000  made  dur- 
ing the  next  year. 

KLAMATH  FALLS,  ORE. — The  city  intends  to  take  up 
500  miner's  inches  of  water  from  the  springs  at  Rock  Creek 
and  Aspen  Lake,  which  are  30  and  28  miles  distance  re- 
spectively. The  water  will  be  taken  from  nine  streams  that 
are  capable  of  supplying  the  city's  needs  for  many  years.  It 
will  be  piped  to  this  city. 

REDLANDS,  CAL. — Engineer  F.  E.  Trask,  appointed  by 

the  City  Trustees  some  time  ago  to  take  up  plans  for  a  munici- 
pal water  system  for  Redlands,  to  investigate  the  value  of  sys- 
tems that  can  be  acquired  and  to  report  on  these  systems,  has 
accepted  the  contract  and  will  begin  work  in  a  few  days.  He 
will  receive  $3000  for  his  work  and  $200  additional  in  case 
bonds  are  voted  and  he  carries  out  the  work  on  the  system. 
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ELECTRICITY  IN  THE  CORT  THEATER 

BY  CHAS.  T.   PHILLIPS. 


Cort    Theater    Ceiling    Panel,    Lights    Concealed    In     Mouldings   at   A,   A. 


The  Cort  Theater,  situated  on  Ellis  street  near 
Market,  San  Francisco,  which  was  recently  opened,  is 
distinctive  from  a  great  many  other  theaters  in  the 
simplicity  of  its  electrical  equipment.  The  general 
tendency  in  large  theaters  is  to  complicate  the  equip- 
ment, but,  in  this  case,  nothing  was  installed  except 
that  which  was  absolutely  necessary.     While  the  in- 


stallation is  simple,  nothing  is  omitted  that  is  neces- 
sary for  the  operation  of  any  show  the  house  may 
book. 

The  switchboards  are  built  of  oil-finished  slate, 
mounted  on  angle  iron  frames.  The  service  enters 
underground,  and  consist  of  two  sets  of  d.c.  and  one 
set  of  a.c.  feeders,  which  are  brought  to  the  service 
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and  meter  panel,  which  is  placed  in  one  of  the  side 
entrances,  and  is  close  to  the  stage  door  and  the 
street.  This  makes  the  service  switches  readily  access- 
ible to  the  fire  department,  as  required  by  city  ordi- 
nance. 

The  service  and  meter  panel  consists  of  two  slabs 
of  slate,  mounted  in  the  concrete  wall.  The  front  has 
sheet  iron  and  glass  doors,  and  open  into  the  side  en- 
trance. The  rear  is  covered  with  a  sheet  iron  cover 
fastened  with  machine  screws.  This  cover  can  be  re- 
moved to  get  at  the  connections  which  are  all  on  the 
rear  of  the  panels. 


T      — 


270  270 


Service  Panel. 

All  switches  are  of  the  knife  blade  type,  and  are 
so  arranged  that  all  lights  can  be  thrown  from  one  set 
of  service  feeders  to  another.  All  lights  on  the  facade, 
the  sign,  offices,  exits  and  stair  lights  are  controlled 
from  a  panel  in  the  box  office. 

From  the  service  panel  the  d.  c.  and  a.  c.  feeders 
are  carried  in  conduit  to  the  stage  switchboard,  which 
is  situated  on  the  west  side  of  the  stage,  near  the 
proscenium  opening.  This  switchboard  consists  of 
two  panels  and  is  very  compact.  All  switches  are  dou- 
ble pole,  the  majority  being  250  volts,  the  neutral  being 
carried  through  without  switching.  All  fuses  are 
mounted  on  the  rear  of  the  panels  with  the  exception 
of  the  60  ampere  fuses,  for  the  stage  pockets,  which 
are  mounted  on  a  panel  in  a  cabinet  on  the  wall  at 
the  rear  of  the  switchboard. 

The  majority  of  the  switches  are  of  the  double 
throw  type,  throwing  the  auditorium  lights  from  one 
master  switch  to  another,  and,  in  the  case  of  stage 


pockets,  moving  picture  booth,  musicians'  lights,  and 
the  spot  light  outlet  in  the  gallery  front,  are  thrown 
from  a  master  switch  ahead  of  the  master. 

There  are  nearly  1300  lamps  in  the  foots,  borders, 
and  proscenium  strips.  These  lights  are  divided  into 
four  colors;  red,  white,  blue  and  amber,  the  white 
predominating. 

There  are  13  two-gang  stage  pockets  on  the  stage, 
calcium  bridge  and  fly  gallery,  one  receptacle  in  each 
for  arc  lamps,  and  the  other  has  a  dimmer  connection. 
The  latter  can  be  used  for  arc  lamps  also,  if  necessary. 
In  this  case,  there  are  two  single  pole  short-circuiting 
switches  on  the  rear  of  the  switchboard  to  short  cir- 
cuit the  dimmers. 


Stajre   :~wiicliboard 

The  dimmers  are  arranged  in  two  banks,  and  are 
mounted  above  the  stage  switchboard.  All  levers  and 
master  levers  are  on  one  shaft,  74  in.  from  the  floor.  All 
dimmer  levers  and  switches  can  be  operated  standing 
in  one  position,  without  stooping  or  stretching.  This 
is  a  great  advantage,  as  the  operator  soon  learns  his 
levers  and  switches,  and  can  watch  the  stage  and 
operate  the  board  without  changing  his  position. 

Near  the  stage  switchboard,  is  a  stage  manager's 
switchboard,  upon  which  is  mounted  push  buttons . 
with  leads  to  the  dififerent  dressing  rooms,  for  buz- 
zers, and  signal  lights  in  the  fly  gallery,  orchestra 
pit,  O.  P.  stage  and  buzzers  in  the  lobby  and  rath- 
skeller. 

In  the  lobby,  there  is  a  switch  controlling  a  modern 
carriage  call.  These  calls  consist  of  a  rectangle  frame, 
one  mounted  on  each  end  of  the  marquise.  When  a 
numbered  coupon  is  inserted  in  the  switch,  a  cor- 
responding number,  in  small  incandescent  lamps,  ap- 
pears on  the  frame. 

All  lighting,  with  the  exception  of  the  rear  of  the 
balcony  and  gallery,  is  concealed  in  coves,  cornices  and 
mouldings. 

The  color  scheme  in  the  auditorium  is  of  golden 
brown  and  old  gold.  While  this  is  very  beautiful  and 
pleasing,  it  is  not  particularly  adapted  to  indirect  light- 
ing, on  account  of  its  capacity  for  absorbing  light. 

The  coefflcient  of  reflection  being  quite  low,  a 
great  deal  more  light  is  used  than  would  be  necessary 
if  the  color  scheme  were  lighter.  There  are  over  1600 
sixteen  candle-power  lamps  in  the  auditorium  alone. 
Carbon  lamps  are  used  almost  exclusively  throughout, 
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there  being  a  number  of  reasons  why  a  more  efficient 
lamp  could  not  be  used. 

The  facade,  with  the  exception  of  seven  standards, 
is  illuminated  entirely  with  concealed  lights.  This  is  a 
new  scheme  for  the  lighting  of  building  fronts,  and 
the  effect  is  most  pleasing.  This  method  would  not 
be  practical,  were  it  not  for  the  fact  that  the  entire 
front  is  cement,  finished  smooth,  and  tinted  in  light 


cream. 


Cort    Theater    Illumination,     Lights    Concealed    In 
Mouldings    at   A,    A. 

There  are  over  1400  lights  on  the  front,  exclusive 
of  the  sign  and  the  standards.  These  standards  are  not 
a  part  of  the  lighting  scheme,  but  are  an  architectural 
feature. 

The  balance  of  the  house,  such  as  lobby,  retiring- 
rooms,  etc.,  are  lighted  with  fixtures,  the  box  office 
having  one  indirect  lighting  fixture.  The  motor  equip- 
ment consists  of  ventilating  fans,  air  washers,  vacuum 
cleaner  and  sump  pump.  There  is  a  complete  system 
of  intercommunicating  telephones,  connecting  all 
parts  of  the  building. 

The  entire  electrical  equipment,  was  installed  by 
the  Metropolitan  Construction  Company,  from  plans 
and  specifications  prepared  by  the  author. 


LOS  ANGELES  AQUEDUCT  TUNNELING 
NEARLY  COMPLETED. 

The  completion  of  the  boring  of  the  tunnel  on  the 
Little  Lake  division  of  the  Los  Angeles  aqueduct  this 
week,  known  as  Tunnel  No.  10-A,  is  the  practical  end 
of  such  work  on  the  great  enterprise.  This  is  the  fifth 
longest  tunnel  on  the  work,  being  a  clean  bore  of  5960 
feet.  The  longest  tunnel  is  the  Elizabeth  Lake,  nearly 
27,000  feet.  A  total  of  42.25  miles  have  been  com- 
pleted, leaving  only  two  small  tunnels,  one  in  the  Sau- 
gus  division  and  another  in  the  Grapevine  division, 
both  aggregated  only  .60  miles,  to  be  finished. 


THE  GAS  POWER  FIELD  FOR  1911.' 

BY  ROBERT  H.  FERNALD. 

The  past  year  of  the  Gas  Power  Section  has  been 
one  of  continued  prosperity.  The  progressive  policies 
pursued  by  the  executive  committee  and  the  various 
technical  committees  during  the  four  short  years 
since  the  birth  of  the  Section  have  placed  it  definitely 
on  a  basis  that  assures  its  future.  The  reason  for  its 
being  and  the  firm  belief  in  a  large  future  for  the 
organization  are  readily  understood  by  reviewing 
briefly  the  steady,  healthy  development  of  gas  power 
during  the  past  year — a  year  that  places  gas  power 
for  large  units  well  beyond  the  uncertainties  of  the 
purely  experimental  period. 

Large  Gas  Engine  Units. 

The  development  of  large  gas  engine  units  has 
gone  steadily  forward  for  the  past  decade.  The  first 
engine  of  this  class  was  that  exhibited  by  the  John 
Cockerel  Company  at  the  Paris  Exposition  in  1900. 
This  was  an  engine  of  600  h.p.  rating.  At  the  present 
time  1500  h.p.  in  each  cylinder  of  the  four  stroke  cycle 
type  and  2000  h.p.  in  each  cylinder  of  the  two  stroke 
cycle  engine  are  reported  as  one  of  the  ex- 
hibits at  the  recent  exposition  at  Brussels.  This  means 
units  of  8000  h.p.  of  the  twin  tandem  double-acting 
type.  The  present  status  of  the  large  blast  furnace  gas 
power  plants  has  been  ably  and  thoroughly  presented 
at  recent  meetings  of  this  Section,  and  the  papers  and 
discussions  form  a  valuable  portion  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  Society. 

It  is  understood  that  at  least  one  company  is  pre- 
pared to  install  gas  engine  plants  of  large  power  ca- 
pacity at  a  cost  not  exceeding  and  in  some  instances 
less  than  that  of  the  corresponding  steam  turbine  in- 
stallations. 

The  Diesel  Engine. 

Although  the  steam  turbine  has  superseded  the 
reciprocating  steam  engine  for  electrical  development 
in  central  station  work,  and  will  probably  hold  the 
field  for  some  time  to  come,  it  is  interesting  to  note 
that  the  Diesel  engine,  owing  to  its  great  success  in 
small  station  service,  is  looked  upon  seriously  as  a 
possible  rival  to  the  steam  turbine  within  a  short  time. 
In  a  paper  recently  presented  before  the  Municipal 
Electrical  Association  at  Brighton,  England,  the  rela- 
tive cost  of  a  10,000  kw.  installation  for  steam  turbines, 
gas  producers  and  engines,  and  Diesel  engines,  was 
discussed  at  length.  The  author's  proposition  was  to 
use  seven  sets  each  of  1450  kw.  capacity.  His  fignres 
of  operating  expense,  etc.,  are  decidedly  in  favor  of 
the   Diesel   engine  installation. 

Attention  was  also  called  to  the  economical  use 
of  these  engines  as  a  substitute  for  substation  con- 
verting machinery.  Such  stations  are  already  putting 
in  their  appearance  in  London. 

In  this  connection  it  is  interesting  to  note  the  de- 
velopment in  point  of  size  of  the  Diesel  engine.  En- 
gines of  a  few  hundred  horsepower  have  become  com- 
mon in  European  practice.  In  Swiss  electric  stations 
Diesel  engine  units  of  2000  h.p.  are  now  in  use,  and 
one  writer  on  the  subject  states  that  the  development 


'Paper  delivered  before  the  Gas  Power  Section  o(  the  Amer- 
ican Society  of  Mechanical  Engineers,  New  York,  December 
4   to   9,   1911, 
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of  the  large  sized  Diesel  engine  has  been  so  success- 
ful that  it  will  not  be  long  before  1000  h.p.  developed 
in  one  cylinder  will  be  thought  nothing  extraordinary. 
One  company  of  world-wide  reputation  is  at  present 
considering  more  than  200  h.p.  in  the  single  cylinder 
of  Diesel  engines.  It  is  stated  that  engines  of  this 
type  with  four  cylinders  developing  1000  h.p.  each  can 
be  made  as  light  as  the  corresponding  triple  expan- 
sion engine. 

The  weight  of  such  engines  compares  favorably 
with  that  of  the  corresponding  turbines  and  boilers. 
It  is  understood  that  a  1000  h.p.  installation  of  this 
type  weighed  only  187  lb.  per  h.p.  as  compared  with 
180  lb.  for  a  steam  turbine  and  boiler  installation. 

The  crude  oil  engine  is  now  definitely  under  con- 
sideration for  all  types  of  marine  craft.  For  sm'all 
vessels  the  advantage  lies  in  the  safety  afforded  by 
the  use  of  crude  oil  as  compared  with  the  lighter  oils. 
The  crude  oil  engine  is  being  used  by  many  of  the 
principal  navies  of  the  world  for  submarine  boats  and 
designs  are  already  under  way  for  comparatively  large 
engines  for  torpedo  boats  and  similar  craft. 

A  few  months  since,  the  Vulcanus,  a  vessel  of  1900 
tons  displacement,  196  ft.  long,  equipped  with  six  cyl- 
inder four  cycle  single-acting  reversible  Diesel  engines, 
was  put  in  regular  service  between  Holland  and  Bor- 
neo. This  engine  is  about  500  b.h.p.  capacity  at  180 
r.p.m.  The  fuel  is  a  crude  oil  from  Borneo  and  the 
quoted  guarantees  are  0.42  lb.  per  b.h.p.  hour  at  full 
speed;  0.44  lb.  at  three-quarters  speed;  and  0.5  lb.  at 
half  speed.  In  a  recent  trip  the  Vulcanus  covered  3312 
miles  in  19  days  and  3  hours.  The  average  speeds 
varied  from  6.86  knots  to  7.80.  It  is  understood  that 
the  average  consumption  for  this  ship  amounts  to  one 
ton  of  fuel  oil  per  100  knots. 

The  technical  journals  of  recent  date  record  many 
such  installations.  Among  these  Russia  is  credited 
with  at  least  four  freight  vessels  of  1000  h.p.  and  two 
14  knot  gun  boats  of  the  same  horsepower  rating. 
This  month  two  vessels  nearly  400  feet  long  of  7000 
tons  capacity  each  fitted  with  Diesel  engines  of  2500 
h.p.  rating,  and  with  two  auxiliary  Diesel  engines  ag- 
gregating 500  h.p.  will  be  tried  out  in  European 
waters.  A  recent  announcement  is  to  the  effect  that 
the  Hamburg-American  Company  proposes  to  build 
an  ocean  liner  using  Diesel  oil  engines  for  motive 
power. 

An  interesting  comparison  will  shortly  be  pla-ed 
before  the  public  by  the  British  admirality,  as  it  is 
proposed  to  try  out  side  by  side  in  a  twin  screw  a 
steam  engine  and  a  Diesel  engine  of  6000  h.p.  rating. 
Another  destroyer  recently  ordered  by  the  British 
Admiralty,  according  to  current  reports,  will  have  on 
each  shaft  a  steam  turbine  and  a  Diesel  engine.  The 
plan  is  to  operate  the  turbines  when  high  speeds  ate 
required,  but  under  cruising  conditions,  when  the 
speeds  are  low,  owing  to  the  poor  economy  of  the 
steam  turbines,  the  Diesel  engines  will  be  used.  The 
combined  economy  due  to  this  arrangement  will  be  ex- 
ceedingly interesting. 

One  of  the  interesting  features  of  these  engines 
is  the  fact  that  there  seems  to  be  a  marked  tendency 
toward  the  two  cycle  for  marine  work.  With  the  in- 
troduction of  these  engines  the  discomforts  of  the 
stoke  hole  will  be  greatly  reduced  and  the  amount  of 


labor  required  will  be  less  than  under  present  marine 
conditions  and  the  character  of  labor  much  imprc'ed. 
Although  not  probable  that  steam  installations  are  to 
be  rapidly  displaced  in  the  larger  ocean-going  craft, 
yet  the  crude  oil  engine  seems  to  be  especially  adapted 
for  such  service  as  that  previously  indicated.  The 
fuel  needed  approximates  a  third  of  that  needed  for 
the  steam  engine,  thus  greatly  increasing  the  radius 
of  action  if  the  same  weight  of  fuel  be  carried.  Boilers 
can  be  done  away  with  and  their  space  utilized  for 
carrying  cargo. 

It  is  reported  for  a  freight  vessel  of  2700  tons 
that  a  saving  of  over  $19.00  per  day  was  made  by 
using  oil  at  approximately  $11.00  per  ton,  instead  of 
coal  at  about  $3.00  per  ton. 

Tar  as  a  Fuel  for  Diesel  Engines. 
.  Tar  oil  has  become  more  or  less  common  as  a  fuel 
for  Diesel  engines  of  600  or  800  h.p.  rating  and  it  is 
understood  that  it  is  used  in  at  least  one  engine  of 
4000  h.p.  rating.  Recent  experiments  indicate  that 
both  thin  gas  retort  tar  and  thick  coke  oven  tar  can 
be  used  in  a  similar  manner  by  injecting  into  the  cyl- 
inder a  small  percentage  of  light  oil  to  assist  in  ignit- 
ing the  tar.  It  is  claimed  that  a  wide  range  of  tars 
can  be  used  in  this  way. 

Utilization  of  the  Waste  Heat  of  the  Gas  Engine. 
Various  methods  of  utilizing  the  waste  heat  of 
the  gas  engine  exhaust  have  been  attempted  from  time 
to  time  and  the  demand  for  such  devices  for  heating 
buildings  has  been  considerable.  Several  schemes  for 
accomplishing  this  result  are  now  commercially  in  use, 
but  according  to  recent  opinions  the  most  efficient 
method  of  utilizing  the  exhaust  is  through  a  combina- 
tion of  gas  and  steam  engines.  Present  practice  indi- 
cates that  about  three  pounds  of  steam  are  generated 
per  b.h.p.  hour  by  means  of  exhaust  boilers. 

According  to  Mr.  Chorlton  the  use  of  exhaust 
boilers  with  efficient  steam  engines  and  specially  de- 
signed gas  engines  of  the  two-cycle  type  will  effect 
marked  thermal  economics  and  reduced  initial  cost  of 
the  installation  per  horsepower.  One  of  the  techni- 
cal journals  states  that  Mr.  Chorlton  shows  by  numer- 
ical examples  the  possibilities  of  such  an  engine,  first 
examining  the  case  of  the  addition  of  a  steam  end 
to  a  normal  economical  gas  engine.  He  assumes  a 
standard  engine  to  use  9500  B.t.u.  per  b.h.p  hour.  As 
the  engine  is  ordinarily  arranged  with  jacket  feed  to 
the  boilers  we  may  take  40  per  cent  of  this  amount  to 
be  recoverable.  From  this  at  80  per  cent  efficiency  of 
conversion  at  100  lb.  pressure  we  would  recover  about 
2y2  lb.  of  steam  per  b.h.p.  hour.  This  amount  in  an 
ordinary  simple  steam  engine  would  not  give  more 
than  10  to  12  per  cent  of  the  main  engine  power,  a  re- 
turn which  hardly  justifies  the  first  cost  of  the  steam 
cylinder.  Consequently  no  development  has  taken 
place  in  this  direction. 

When,  however,  we  are  dealing  with  a  special 
combined  compound  engine,  each  part  of  which  is 
made  in  the  most  suitable  way  for  the  purpose  re- 
quired, we  get  a  very  different  result.  In  order  to  re- 
duce the  cost  of  the  gas  engine  part  the  compression 
would  be  lowered  and  with  the  ignition  retarded  a 
much  lower  maximum  pressure  and  temperature  would 
result;  the  total  heat  units  used  would  go  up  to,  say 
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12,000  B.t.u.  but  more  would  be  rejected  to  the  ex-  In  line  with  this  specific  conservation  of  fuel  re- 

haust,  and  with  a  special  arrangement  of  boiler,  econ-  sources  it  is  interesting    to    note    that    one    estimate 

omizer  pipes,  superheaters  in  exhaust,  etc.,  50  per  cent  states  that  the  U.  S.  Steel  Corporation  alone,  through 

waste  heat  should  be  recoverable.     There  should  be  its  installations  of  blast  furnace  gas  engines,  displaces, 

obtained  from  this  4  lb.  of  steam  per  b.h.p.  hour.  or  saves,  a  consumption  of  approximately  a  million 

The  steam  cylinder  used  would  be  similar  in  type  tons  of  coal  per  annum  as  against  the  old  fashioned 

to  that  of  the  two-cycle  engine — that  is,  with  no  ex-  methods. 

haust  valves.  The  unidirectional-flow  engine  of  this  Small  Producers  for  Bituminous  Coal. 
type  has  been  largely  reintroduced  in  Germany  with  Reports  are  persistently  before  us  indicating  the 
very  economical  results.  The  jacketmg  of  the  ends  successful  development  of  gas  producers  of  small 
could  be  done  by  exhaust  gas.  For  small  engmes  of  p^^^^  ^o  operate  on  bituminous  coal,  coke  breeze,  an- 
this  type  It  IS  safe  to  assume  a  steam  consumption  of  thracite  screenings,  "front  and  cinders,"  etc. 
12  lb.  per  b.h.p.  hour;  a  consumption  of  10  lb.  has  g^^^^  plants  are  in  great  demand,  but  it  is  doubt- 
been  obtained  in  actual  practice.  Hence  the  power  f^;  .^h^ther  the  development  and  application  have  been 
obtained  from  the  steam  cylinder  would  be  one-third  ^^  ^^^^^  ^^  ^1^^  advertising  these  plants  receive.  It  is 
of  that  of  the  gas  cylinder,  and  the  consumption  for  interesting  to  record,  however,  that  a  company,  man- 
total  effective  power  would  be  reduced  to  9000  B.t.u.  uf^cturing  anthracite  gas  producers  and  gas  engines, 
per  hour,  less  than  that  for  the  economical  gas  engine  ^hat  expressed  in  1904  its  firm  conviction  that  the 
^  Government  tests  with  bituminous  coal  in  producers 
Surface  Combination.  would   fail  utterly,   recently   put   itself  on   record   as 

By  what  he  terms  "surface  combustion"  Professor  recommending  the  use  of  its  own  engines  with  small 
Bone  reports  for  gas  fired  boilers  evaporations  of  21.6  bituminous  producers  manufactured  by  another  com- 
pounds per  square  foot  of  heating  surface  and  an  effi-  pany. 

ciency  of  heat  transmission  of  94  per  cent.    The  heat  Crude  Oil  Gas  Producers, 

balance  of  a  test  reported  by  him  shows :  The  development  of  the  crude  oil  gas  producer 

Gas  burned  per  hour  (at  32  F.  and  14.7  lbs.)  997  cu.  ft.  for  which  there  is  great  demand,  in  oil  regions  remote 

Net  calorific  value  of  gas  562  B.t.u.  from  the  coal  field,  has  been  exceedingly  slow  but 

Total  heat  supply  to  boiler  per  hour   559,800  B.t.u.  -,     ■       r    i-         j       ii     j.      j    £     -i  i  ^i 

Temperature  of  feed-water  42  F.  it   IS   believed     that    definite   progress    has   recently 

Pressure  of  steam  100  lbs.  been  made  along  this  line.    The  most  recent  notes  on 

Water  evaporated  per  hour  450.3  lbs.  this  Subject  relate  to  the  Grine  oil  producer.     In  this 

Water  evaporated  from  and  at  212  F 550  lbs.  .  ,  •  j   x  i        ■    ■         ii  'i        1  •    i 

Heat  transmitted  to  water  450.3  x  "72= 527,800  B.t.u.  ^ype  Steam  spray  IS  used  for  atomizmg  the  oil  which 

Heat  ratio    527,800-1-559,800  943  is   introduced   into   the   upper   part  of  the   generator 

In  the  reports  of  the  surprising  results  of  these  in-  where  partial  combustion  takes  place.  The  down- 
vestigations,  attention  is  called  to  the  fact  that  the  draft  principle  is  then  applied  and  the  hydrocarbon 
combustion  was  perfect  as  was  shown  by  analysis,  broken  up  and  the  tar  fixed  by  passing  through  a  bed 
An  efficiency  of  94  per  cent  was  obtained.  Deducting  o^  incandescent  coke.  Mr.  Grine  reports  that  a  power 
4  per  cent  for  the  power  required  for  supplying  air  Pl^nt  using  one  of  these  producers  has  been  in  opera- 
pressure  still  leaves  90  per  cent.  tio"  a  year  in  California.     With  crude  oil  as  a  fuel 

Professor  Bone  says,  "The  new  boilers  could  be  costing  95  cents  per  barrel,  or  2.3  cents  per  gallon, 

set  up  in  brick  work  and  require  no  elaborate  flues  or  the  plant  is  reported  to  develop  the  same  amount  of 

chimneys.     They  are  liable  to  no  strains  as  they  are  power  per  gallon  of  crude  as  is  ordinarily  developed 

short.    With  some  sacrifice  of  efficiency  the  evaoora-  by  the  standard  internal  combustion  engine  operating 

tion  could  be  raised  to  30  lb.  per  sq.  ft.     The  steam  o"  distillates  at  7  cents  per  gallon.    Including  the  cost 

was  raised  quickly    (steam  at   100  lbs.   pressure  ob-  of  fuel,  labor,  supplies,  interest,  depreciation  and  taxes, 

tained  in  20  minutes  from  cold  start)  and  tubes  could  Mr.  Grine  states  the  cost  per  b.h.p.  hour  to  be  0.76 

be  grouped  and  cut  out  separately  so  as  to  vary  the  cents  for  a  plant  of  100  h.p.  rating. 

fuel  consumption  to  suit  the  fluctuations    of    load."  Conclusion. 

Sixty-five  per  cent  of  the  steam  was  generated  in  the  It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  each  year  eliminates 

first  foot  of  the  tubes ;  25  per  cent  in  the  second  foot,  many  of  the  absurd  prophecies  regarding  the  elimina- 

10  per  cent  in  third.  tion  of  practically  all  prime  movers  have  the  internal 

Producer  Gas  from  Low  Grade  Fuels.  combustion  engine  and  that  the  past  year  may  be  re- 

T-,               •      i.     j-1     u  •             J     •     ii        i-1-     i-  yarded  as  one  of  steady,  conservative  progress  and  de- 
Progress  IS  steadily  being  made  in  the  utilization  *=  ,  .      ,      ,-,,',,■       r        i    i  •  ., 
,  ,.      .°          ^         J  1-  1        T          1     •            J  velopment  m  the  field  that  is  of  such  keen  interest  to 

of  lignite,  peat,  and  high  ash  coals  in  producer  gas  ,^  ,  r,...i  t-i-r^i 

,       rJ,       •         i-     i-  r  ii       r-        J-        /"  so  larsre  a  percentage  of  the  total  membership  of  the 

work.     The  investigations   of  the   Canadian   Govern-  .         .^       r-     •  .       r  ht     ,      •     ,  t-     • 

,     I.         ..    ^         <.  t.,  J    jr       j:     1  American  Society  of  Mechanical  Engineers. 

ment  show  that  peat  can  be  prepared  for  fuel  pur-  ^  '^ 

poses  at  a  cost  averaging  from  30  to  40  per  cent  of 

that  of  an  equivalent   B.t.u.  value    in    anthracite    in  COLTANO  WIRELESS  TELEGRAPH  STATION. 
Canada.  The  most  powerful  wireless  telegraph  station  yet 

As  the  foundation  of  a  method  that  may  result  constructed   has  just  been   completed   at   Coltano   in 

in  extensive  use  of  high  ash  fuels  without  prohibitive  Italy,  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Marconi.     With  an 

cost  of  operation,  attention  is  directed  to  the  present  available  power  of  1000  kilowatts  and  an  aerial  1200 

producer-gas    investigations    of    the    United     States  meters  long,  it  will  enable  Italy  to  conduct  a  wireless 

Bureau  of  Mines,  resulting  in  the  successful  fusing  telegraph  service  with  countries  situated  at  a  distance 

of  the  ash  and  the  use  of  water-cooled  producer  linings,  of  several  thousand  miles. 
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OIL  BURNING. 

BY  E.  N.  PERCY. 
(Continued. ) 

Locomotive  boilers  are  arranged  for  oil  firing  to 
meet  two  sets  of  conditions :  First,  that  type  of  loco- 
motive boiler  that  is  used  for  stationary  or  steamboat 
work,  and  has  only  a  mild  draft;  second,  that  type  of 
locomotive  boiler  that  is  used  for  actual  locomotive 
work  and  works  with  a  heavy  fire  under  the  most 
powerful  di-aft  conditions. 
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Fig.    34.     Heavy   Draft   Locomotive   Boiler. 

Fig.  34  shows  a  locomotive  boiler  arranged  for 
burning  oil  under  a  heavy  draft. 

Fig.  35  shows  an  arrangenxent  of  a  locomotive 
boiler  for  burning  oil  with  a  comparatively  mild  draft. 


Pig.    3G.     Heavy   Draft   Docomotive   Boiler. 

Fig.  36  shows  locomotive  boiler  fired  from  the 
front  of  the  boiler.  This  practice  is  now  almost 
obsolete,  it  having  been  found  better  to  fire  a  locomo- 
tive boiler  from  the  back  end  because  if  fired  from 
the  front  it  has  been  found  that  the  flame  tends  to 
impinge  upon  the  tube  sheet,  over-heating  same,  or, 
if  a  protection  wall  of  brick  be  erected  it  impinges 
upon  this  wall  after  the  form  of  the  now  obsolete 
target  system  of  burning  oil,  and  the  efficiency  is 
reduced  accordingly. 


oooooooooo  o 

ooooooooooo 

oooo  ooo  ooo  o 

oo  ooo  ooo  o 

oooooo  oo 

o  oooo 


/. 


z 


mi@ 


g 


i 


"ZZ 


7Z 


zz 


g_^ 


g 


w 


Fig.    3.5.    Mi'd   Draft  liOcomotlve   Boiler. 
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Fig.  37  illustrates  a  method  of  rigging  up  boilers 
on  small  locomotives  such  as  ordinary  engines,  con- 
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Fig.    37.     Locomotive    Boiler   for   Heavv   Draft. 


etc.,    which   has    been    found    satis- 


tractors'    outfits, 
factory. 

Fig.  38  shows  a  method  of  fitting  up  a  donkey 
boiler  for  oil  burning.  As  special  brick  are  not  always 
procurable  for  this  purpose  they  may  be  chopped  from 
ordinary  wedge  brick,  or  the  entire  protection  may  be 
moulded    from    fire    clay    protected    with    sheet    iron. 


Sec^forj  on  /rhe  j4S 


Fig.    38.     Arrangement    of    Donkey    Boiler    for    Oil 
Burning. 

The  sheet  iron  soon  burns  away,  baking  the  fire  clay 
while  doing  so,  after  which  the  fire  clay  vitrifies,  form- 
ing a  compact  and  protective  lining  for  the  lower  part 
of  the  boiler. 

Fig.  39  illustrates  the  arrangement  of  a  drop  tube 
steam  launch  boiler  for  oil  burning.  This  particular 
arrangement  has  been  found  very  satisfactory  in  prac- 
tice. 

Fig.  40  shows  the  basic  principles  of  arranging  a 
Scotch  boiler  for  oil  burning;  either  the  round  flame 
or  flat  flame  system  may  be  used.  If  the  flat  flame 
is  used  the  draft  must  come  from  below  the  flame  and 


Fig.    39.     Ward    Navy   Launch    Boiler    Fitted    With 
Oil   Burner. 

through  it  by  means  of  brick  properly  arranged  as 
shown  just  below  the  flat  flame.  If  a  round  flame  is 
used  the  draft  must  be  admitted  through  annular  ports 
surrounding  the  oil  burner.  It  should  be  remem- 
bered in  dealing  with  horizontal  conical  flames  that 
they  do  not  assume  the  nice  symmetrical  forms  shown 
on  drawings.  Instead  of  this  they  tend  in  a  general 
way  to  rise  because  of  the  heat  and  distort  accord- 
ingly, and  the  cold  air  tends  to  sink  and  flow  below 
the  flame,  leaving  the  top  of  the  flame  somewhat 
smoky.       These  conditions  must  be  compensated  for 


Fig.   40.     Internally  Fired  Boiler. 

by  a  proper  adjustment  of  the  draft.  Scotch  boilers 
have  been  subject  to  very  special  treatment  and  equip- 
ped with  highly  specialized  systems  of  oil  burning 
that  may  differ  in  some  respects  from  ordinary  prac- 
tice because  of  their  peculiar  requirements. 
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Burners. 

While  the  usual  method  of  burning  oil  has  pre- 
supposed its  atomization  with  steam  many  other  sys- 
tems have  developed.  It  would  be  difficult  to  classify 
them  in  any  logical  manner,  hence,  they  are  simply 
listed  as  follows :  First,  atomization  with  air  at  20 
to  100  pounds  pressure  used  for  marine  installations 
to  economize  fresh  water,  and  in  metallurgical  fur- 
naces where  steam  might  have  a  deleterious  effect 
upon  the  products;  second,  low  pressure  air  in  which 
air  from  2  oz.  to  2  lb.  is  used  as  an  atomizing  agent. 
This  is  the  system  usually  implied  for  all  industrial 
work  requiring  large  heavy  fires,  such  as  cement 
kilns,  lime  kilns,  brick  pottery  and  terra-cotta  kilns, 
forges,  reverberatory  furnaces,  glass  works,  etc.  Some 
of  the  exceptions  might  be  mentioned,  such  as  the 
American-Hawaiian  Steamship  Company's  boats, 
which  are  equipped  with  low  pressure  air  oil-burning 
outfits,  and  a  few  of  the  glass  furnaces  and  pottery 


dustry  distillates  have  become  available,  which  have 
been  removed  from  the  residue  and  can  be  burned  in 
vaporizing  burners,  but  on  account  of  their  cost  are 
adapted  to  stoves  and  small  fires  only.  Second,  the 
water  burner  in  which  oil  and  water  are  dropped  on 
to  a  hot  plate  together,  resulting  in  the  formation  of 
a  froth  and  frying,  which  atomizes  the  oil  very  thor- 
oughly and  burns  with  a  hot  clear  flame  under  proper 
conditions.  We  should  mention  here  that  which  is 
known  by  every  business  man  and  few  mechanics : 
that  the  success  of  an  oil  burner  or  any  other  inven- 
tion depends  ninety  per  cent  upon  the  business  ability 
and  common  sense  used  in  its  development,  and  ten 
per  cent  upon  the  actual  value  of  the  invention  itself. 
Many  other  principles  ha*ve  been  made  use  of  in  con- 
nection with  the  burning  of  oil,  but  they  are  not  at 
this  time  in  general  use.  The  industry  as  a  whole  is 
in  need  of  more  rational  development  and  less  inven- 
tion. 


Fig.    41. 


kilns,  which  are  equipped  with  special  types  of  steam 
burners ;  third,  various  mechanical  systems  in  which 
the  oil  is  atomized  by  the  application  of  energy  in 
some  other  form  than  compressed  air  or  steam.  This 
type  of  burner  as  developed  by  various  manufacturers 
is  being  installed  in  a  great  many  ocean-going 
steamers  because  of  the  aforesaid  necessity  of  econom- 
izing fresh  water. 

Besides  these  systems  of  oil  burning  which  are  in 
very  general  use  and  have  been  proven  by  experience 
to  be  suited  for  proper  sets  of  conditions,  a  number 
of  burners  are  being  developed  upon  entirely  new  prin- 
ciples, which  have  not  as  yet  come  into  general  use; 
they  include,  first,  vaporizing  burners.  This  type 
of  burner  is  very  old,  and  in  fact  exemplifies  one  of 
the  earliest  attempts  at  oil  burning,  and  thousands 
of  patents  have  been  taken  out  on  vaporizing  burners, 
but  the  character  of  oil  is  such  that  it  cannot  be  vapor- 
ized without  leaving  a  residue,  and  this  has  caused 
the  failure  of  vaporizing  burners  to  come  into  general 
use.       However,  with  the  development  of  the  oil  in- 


Fig.  41  illustrates  the  proper  trimming  of  a  flat 
flame  and  arranging  of  the  bricks.  Plate  1  shows  a 
fan-shaped  flame  with  openings  between  all  of  the 
bricks.  The  flame  does  not  cover  the  bricks,  there- 
fore, no  matter  what  the  conditions  are,  there  will 
be  an  excess  of  air  and  the  boiler  cannot  work  econ- 
omically since  it  costs  as  much  to  heat  air  as  it  does 
to  heat  water.  Plate  2  shows  two  large  openings 
under  the  middle  of  the  flame ;  such  a  flame  will  burn 
very  hot  in  the  center  and  deposit  carbon  in  the  cor- 
ners as  shown.  Plate  3  shows  one  very  large  opening 
under  the  flame;  such  an  arrangement  will  cause  the 
flame  to  tear  and  burn  intensely  around  the  center 
while  depositing  carbon  around  the  corners,  as  well  as 
allowing  cold  air  to  rise  and  strike  the  boiler  directly. 
Plate  4  shows  a  very  large  opening  under  the  route 
of  the  flame;  large  quantities  of  air  will  escape  over 
the  flame;  it  will  burn  with  intense  combustion  close 
to  the  burner,  over-heating  same,  the  flame  will  be 
irregular  and  ragg-ed  and  smoke  and  deposit  carbon 
at  the  tips.      Plate  5  has  transverse  openings  between 
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all  of  the  bricks,  allowing  great  access  of  air  at  all 
times.  Plate  6  has  no  draft  orifices  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  the  burner;  such  a  flame  will  burn  clear  at 
the  tips,  but  smoke  and  deposit  carbon  near  the 
burner.  Plate  7  illustrates  that  longitudinal  slots 
tend  to  tear  the  flame.  Plate  8,  while  having  a 
broader,  more  correctly  shaped  flame,  will  have  excess 
air  and  even  cold  air  going  up  against  the  boiler,  be- 
cause the  draft  slots  extend  beyond  the  end  of  the 
flame.  Plate  9  shows  the  correct  arrangement  of 
bricks  and  correct  shape  of  flame  for  a  flat  flame  fur- 
nace ;  air  coming  through  the  slots  as  shown. 

Before  discussing  actual  burners  it  may  be  wiser 
to  refer  to  the  principles  which  apply  to  all  of  them. 

Figs.  42,  43  and  44  illustrate  principles  under 
which  any  atomizing  type  of  burner  will  be  classi- 
fied.    The   drooling  burner   allows   the   oil   to   drool 


Oroo/fhf  0ur/?er' 


y^ tomxer    3u>'n€r 


C^a/nier  QunKf 


/n/ec^or  B>urn«r- 


'T 


frojgc/or  Burner 


Fig.  42.      Oil  Burner  Classification. 


Si-ni/jh/-   3/ror 


Lon^  Sfo/- 
&urner 


Far?-  teri/**^ 


J^osa 


Fig.    43.     Possible    Modifications    of    the    Injector 
Burner. 


from  an  upper  opening  down  to  a  lower  opening  from 
which  the  steam  is  issuing;  an  atomizer  burner 
allows  the  oil  to  drop  directly  on  the  steam.  The 
chamber  or  inside  mix  burner  atomizes  the  oil  within 
the  burner  after  which  it  issues  from  an  orifice  of  the 
desired  form.  An  injector  burner  is  designed  pri- 
marily to  operate  without  a  pump,  it  being  expected 
to  suck  the  oil  from  the  reservoir  by  the  siphoning 
or  injector-like  action  of  the  steam  jet  inside.  In 
projector  burners  the  steam  blows  the  oil  off  the 
tip  of  the  burner.  A  fan  tail  burner  is  any  type  of 
burner  giving  a  flat  flame.  Rose  burners  give  a  cir- 
cular flame  and  are  used  in  any  sort  of  circular  fur- 
nace such  as  a  donkey  boiler  or  launch  boiler.  A 
long  slot  burner  is  apt  to  give  a  narrow  flame.  The 
fault  with   most  engineers    starting  in    with    a    flat 


CA9ft76«r-  &urner~ 


Siraighf  Sfro^  burner 


L  on^S/of-  Burner- 


f     Fwr-tal/a/  Burners 


Fig. 


Rose  Bi//T>ers 


44.     Possible    Modlflcations     of    the    Chamber 
Burner. 


flame  burner  is  that  their  flame  is  too  narrow,  the 
burner  not  being  trimmed  to  give  a  flame  well  back  in 
the  furnace  with  shutters  at  right  angles  to  the  burner 
and  well  back  against  the  furnace  front. 

Some  of  the  simplest  and  earliest  burners  in  use 
for  burning  extremely  heavy  oils  are  shown  in  Fig.  45. 

Figs.  46-64  are  all  round  flame  burners,  the  de- 
sign of  which  is  apparent  upon  inspection. 

Figs.  65-79  are  all  fish-tail  burners. 

Fig.  80  is  a  combination  specially  designed  to  be 
used  in  conjunction  with  a  simultaneous  burning  of 
sawdust  and  fuel  oil,  the  idea  being  that  when  the 
oil  furnace  is  not  in  use  the  fire  brick  screen  is  dropped 
in  order  to  protect  the  burner  and  shutters  from  the 
intense  heat  radiated  from  the  interior  of  the  fur- 
nace. Note  the  rotary  shutter  for  regulating  the  draft 
and  hand  wheel  on  same. 

Fig.  81  shows  the  Fess  system  rotary  burner, 
which  is  operated  by  a  small  electric  motor  of  1/4  to 
1/3  h.p.  The  motor  operates  by  worm  gear,  a  rotary 
pump,  which  brings  the  crude  oil  from  the  storage 
tank  and  applies  it  to  the  burner,  which  is  placed  in 
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fyg.'^e.OeJty  BurneK 


J^jq.  ^  7.L  o  w  Pressure  A  ir  ana/  ^teatr? 
Burr?e^ 


Fig.    48.     McDonald    Flue    Oil    Burner. 


Fig.    49.     Hayes   Oil   Burner. 


Fig.   51.     Fuel  Oil  Burner.   Pennsylvania  Railroad. 


Fig.  52.     Russian  Locomotive  Burner  (Ourgard). 


F/g.  54.3e/f  C/eoh/ng  Scir/?er. 


F'l'g.  55.  flotary  Flame  Burner. 


F/'g.56.  P/pe  Burner. 


-jfif^^P 


"^ 


3TT 


^P 


Fig.  5  7.  AdJusToJb/ig    Ti/O  Burner. 


•  ^      '  Fji^.  5Q  P/pe  Qurrier 


Fig.    50.     Hereshoft   Oil    Burner 


^Fiy.  59.  Oil  Burner  /ns/de  Mix.  Pipe 
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Fig.    60.     Holden   Burner. 


f/g.  61.  ntzsimmotis  Darner 
Low  Pressure 


F/^.S^.Cor?rro/  /iead  Burnet 


F/(^.  6J.f7Tz^immon3  Durner 


Fig.  64.     Glafke  Automatic  Oil  Burner. 
i'/lntled  holes  /iFirdi  > 


//'RpeClboi 


Fig-.    65.     Atomizer    Witli    Tip. 
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Fig.    67.     Fitzsimmons   Oil   Burner. 


Fig.  73.     Fitzsimmons  Oil  Burner. 
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nq.68.  Staples  diPreiffer  Burner. 


/^/^.69.3rop/e3dc  Pfeiffer  Burner. 


Fig.  70.  ham  me/  3urne/^ 
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F/g.  7/So(/T/7e/-/7  Pac//9c  3ur/^er 
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F/'g.  7£.  O// Burner  i/^ec/  byA//'s-  Chomerj 


^art  inrir  of  fun 


Fig.    77.     "Branch"   Oil   Burner. 
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Fig.   78.      "Santa  Fe"   Oil   Burner. 


/yy.7^  C/70tn^er-Mi;^)n^  E>urner 
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/vy.  76.  tlofden  ^urrpe/' 


Fig.   80.     Fitzsimmons   Burner  Arranged   for   Burn- 
ing   Sawdust    and    Oil. 
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Fig.  SI.      Fess  Rotary  Burner. 

the  center  of  the  firebox,  and  which  rotates  at  a  suffi- 
cient speed  to  thoroughly  atomize  the  oil  by  centrifu- 
gal force  with  the  necessary  air  to  produce  a  smoke- 
less flame  equally  distributed  throughout  the  firebox. 


Fig. 


Original   Korting  Mechanical  Burner. 


Taking  up  the  subject  of  mechanical  burners  we 
find :  first,  in  Fig.  82,  the  Korting,  in  which  the  oil  is 
atomized  partly  by  the  application  of  great  heat  in 
carefully  constructed  heaters,  and  partly  by  the  ac- 
tion of  centrifugal  force  within  the  burner.  These 
burners  are  usually  installed  in  duplicate  in  a  care- 
fully  constructed   furnace   front. 


t^»77paiJfiwi  cane  /ih^t/  of 


Fig.  83.     Naval  Fuel  Oil  Board  Burner. 

Fig.  83  is  a  type  invented  and  proposed  by  the 
Naval  Fuel  Oil  Board  after  considerable  experiment 
with  all  kinds  of  burners. 

Fig.  84  illustrates  the  principle  involved  in  a  cen- 
trifugal type  of  burner. 

Fig.  85  illustrates  the  mechanical  burner  used  in 
the  Baku  oil  fields,  Russia. 

Fig.  86  illustrates  clearly  the  arrangement  of  the 
furnace  in  a  Scotch  boiler  used  on  the  Steamer 
"Brouwer,"  using  the  mechanical  spray  burner. 

Fig.  87  shows  the  arrangement  of  the  furnace  on 
the  Steamer  "Tebe"  using  mechanical  spray  burners. 


Fig-.  84.  Formation  of  a  Mechanical  Spray  Under 
Joint  Action  of  Pump  Pressure  on  Oil  and  Cen- 
trifugal Action   of   Screw   Guide   Blades. 


Fig.   85. 


Mechanical  Burner  Used  in  Baku  Oil  Fields 
of   Russia. 


Fig.     86.     Furnace    Arrangement     on     "Brouwer" 
Using  Mechanical  Spray  Burners. 


Fig. 


SV.     Furnace    Arrangement    on    "Tebe"    Using 
Mechanical   Spray   Burners. 


Fig.  88  shows  a  burner  which  was  designed,  built 
and  experimented  with  by  the  writer,  the  principle  being 
altogether  different  from  those  previously  shown.  The 
oil  was  lead  in  radially  converging  lines  at  increasing 
velocity  along  a  thin  disk  and  forced  through  a  small 
hole  in  the  center  of  this  disk.  The  burner  while  tech- 
nically a  success  was  practically  a  failure  because  it 
could  not  be  kept  in  operating  condition.     The  heat 
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^    I       \  \^~     fhinPlarcuithdnfict 
Detail  Of  end 

Fig-.  88.     Mechanical  Seft-Atomizing-  Burner. 

distorted  the  thin  disk  and  the  velocity  of  the  oil 
scarred  the  accurately  finished  surface  of  the  adjust- 
ing plug  until  the  flame  lost  all  geometrical  shape. 

Various  moving  devices  have  been  invented  for 
the  purpose  of  atomizing  oil.     Fig.  89  illustrates  one 


Fig.   89.     Williams  Centrifugal  Burner,  Solid  Pivot. 

designed  for  circular  furnaces  to  operate  in  a  hori- 
zontal position.  It  may  be  driven  either  by  steam  tur- 
ban as  shown  or  by  an  electric  motor.  A  great  many 
of  this  type  are  now  in  operation,  electric  driven, 
in  apartment  houses  and  large  homes  where  no  steam 
pressure  is  available.  Fig.  90  shows  another  type  of 
steam  driven  turbine  burner  intended  to  operate  in 
horizontal  position.  The  experiments  that  have  been 
made  in  the  burning  of  fuel  oil  are  almost  without 
number  and  upwards  of  twenty-seven  thousand  patents 
have  been  taken  out  in  the  United  States  patent  office. 
A  most  excellent  oil  burning  system  has  been 
developed  in  our  midst  by  the  engineers  of  the  Union 
Iron  Works  and  is  at  present  installed  on  about  a 
dozen  steamers  and  being  installed  on  as  many  more. 
It  is  of  the  mechanical  type  operating  on  the  centrifu- 


Fig.   90.     Centrifugal  Oil  Burner. 


gal  principle  in  combination  with  the  thorough  heat- 
ing of  the  oil.  Fig.  91  illustrates  the  general  arrange- 
ment of  the  system. 
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The  installation  of  an  oil  burning  plant  is  apt 
to  sufifer  from  one  of  two  evils :  either  the  parties 
responsible  for  the  installation  are  of  the  impression 
that  almost  any  way  of  squirting  oil  into  the  furnace 
will  result  fairly  well;  or  the  attempt  is  made  to  con- 
struct an  ideal  plant  with  an  excessive  amount  of  com- 
plicated apparatus.  By  following  the  general  direc- 
tions outlined  in  the  preceding  columns  there  is  no 
reason  why  any  good  practical  engineer  cannot  suc- 
cessfully install  an  oil  burning  plant.     Remembei  : 

First,  all  air  should  go  through  the  flame. 

Second,  the  flame  works  best  when  near  hot  brick. 

Third,  the  flame  should  not  impinge  upon  any- 
thing. 

Fourth,  the  oil  should  be  heated  in  a  reservoir  and 
in  a  heater  from  beginning  to  end  and  delivered  to  the 
burners  at  the  highest  temperature  practicable. 

Last,  but  not  least,  get  good  oil  under  a  good  con- 
tract from  a  good  com'pany  that  will  deliver  it  no  mat- 
ter what  the  exigencies  of  the  oil  business  may  be. 
(To  be  Continued) 
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FRANCIS  TURBINES. 
Discussion  by  members  of  the  San  Francisco  Section  of 
the  A.  I.  E.  E.  December  1,  1911,  of  paper  on  "The  Reconstruc- 
tion of  a  20,000  h.p.  Hydroelectric  Power  Plant,"  by  Geo.  J. 
Henry,  Jr.,  and  J.  H.  Hansen,  published  in  this  Journal,  No- 
vember 25,   1911. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  Professor  S.  B.  Char- 
ters as  chairman,  with  an  attendance  of  over  sixty.  Mr.  J.  H. 
Hansen  read  the  paper  and  stated  that  the  formula  for  the 
specific   speed  as   published  was   an  error  and   should  read 

N  V  h.p. 
N  = =  63.5. 

S 

4     

hi/h 

After  the  paper  had  been  read  the  chairman  stated  that 
it  was  open  for   discussion. 

J.  P.  Jollyman  asked  information  as  to  the  closing  time 
adopted  and  also  as  to  the  pressure  rise. 

J.  H.  Hansen  stated  that  three  seconds'  time  elapsed  in 
closing  the  gates  and  that  while  no  record  had  been  kept  or 
the  pressure  rise  relief  valves  acted  at  no  time  and  conse- 
quently the  pressure  rise  never  reached  a  dangerous  point. 
This  being  due  to  the  very  short  pipeline. 

Ralph   Bennett  inquired  as  to  speed  regulation. 

J.  H.  Hansen  stated  that  this  likewise  did  not  exceed  any 
extreme  limit.  The  turbines  are  running  at  constant  load  and 
all  of  the  sudden  load  changes  are  taken  care  of  at  the  com- 
pany's steam  plant  at  Redondo. 

H.  Homberger  then  read  the  following  discussion- 

The  paper  we  just  have  heard  is  particularly  interest- 
ing because  it  deals  with  the  often  discussed  qi;estion, 
whether  in  a  particular  hydro-electric  power  plant  under 
what  has  been  called  a  "medium  head"  turbines  or  impulse 
wheels  should  be  installed  to  give  best  results. 

The  plant  referred  to  has  quite  a  history,  and  on  account 
of  this  history  and  the  many  changes  that  have  taken  place 
there  during  the  past  years,  has  been  watched  with  keen  in- 
terest by  everybody  engaged  in  hydroelectric  power  plant  work. 

The  specific  speed  for  the  turbines  had  to  be  made  ex- 
tremely low  to  meet  the  turning  speed  of  the  generators 
already  installed,  and  no  matter  what  the  initial  efficiency  .if 
such  a  turbine  may  be,  the  average  efficiency  during  ihe  life 
of  one  set  of  wicket  gates  and  one  runner,  notwithstanding 
protection  plates,  is  bound  to  be  considerably  lowe/  than 
the  initial  efficiency,  due  to  the  rapid  wear  to  be  expected  in 
these  parts  with  the  consequent  heavy  hydraulic  losses. 
Heavy  maintenance  expense  and  shut-downs  for  replacements 
may  be  unavoidable  under  the  stated  conditions  v.ith  a 
PYancis  turbine  as  well,  probably  more  so  than  with  an  im- 
pulse-wheel of  an  admittedly  lower  initial  efficiency. 

In  order  to  arrive  at  any  conclusion  regarding  the  actual 
commercial  efficiency  of  the  turbine  referred  to  in  tho  paper 
it  would  be  necessary  to  repeat  the  efficiency  test  at  regular 
intervals  of,  say,  six  months.  This  would  also  give  a  guid- 
ance to  the  owner  of  the  machine  when  it  would  be  s  good 
investment  to  replace  the  worn  wickets  and  runner  by  new 
ones. 

In  this  particular  plant,  for  best  results  the  turning  speed 
of  the  generators  is  too  low  for  a  Francis  turbine  of  the  ordi 
nary  type  and  too  high  for  an  impulse  wheel. 

To  govern  such  turbines  without  the  aid  of  relief-vulves 
and  surge-chamber  by  means  of  a  slow-acting  governor  sim- 
ply means  to  give  up  satisfactory  regulation.  This  is  per- 
missible only  when  the  plant  is  one  of  a  number  feedin^; 
into  one  transmission  system,  where  close  regulation  :iiay  be 
accomplished  at  some  other  well-designed  plant.  No  satis- 
factory regulation  is  possible  with  so  high  a  velocity  of  .lov 
in  the  pipe. 

To  be  quite  sure  of  a  constant  load  on  a  generator  under 
test  it  should  be  loaded   by  a  water-rheostat  and  absolutely 


disconnected  from  the  power  system.     Any  other  method  is 
open  to  the  criticism  that  errors  are  almost  unavoidable. 

The  efficiency  curve  shown  in  the  paper  was  plotted  with 
reference  to  gate-openings  in  inches;  the  user  of  the  tur- 
bine is  not  interested  in  the  degree  of  gate  opening,  but  in 
the  amount  of  water  consumed  for  the  corresponding  power 
output.  The  efficiency  curve  which  I  have  plotted  with  the 
power  output  as  abscissae  gives  a  curve  not  nearly  as  ideal 
as  the  one  shown  in  the  paper. 
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The  i^rime-mover  should  be  capable  of  carrying  an  over- 
load on  the  generator  of  at  least  25  per  cent,  which  in  this 
case  would  be  3290  kw.  with  an  assumed  efficiency  of  the  gen- 
erator of  95  per  cent  at  that  load.  The  test  does  not  show 
what  the  efficiency  of  the  turbine  would  be  under  that  load, 
the  dotted  continuation  of  my  efficiency  curve,  however,  in- 
dicates it. 

The  generators  are  called  2500  kw.  machines,  but  I  un- 
derstand that  they  were  sold  for  2000  kw.  units.  The  power 
company  operates  these  machines  under  a  constant  load  of 
about  2590  kw.  each,  so  that  the  turbine  actually  operates 
under  a  load  which  gives  the  peak  of  the  efficiency  curve. 

When  the  first  Borel  turbine  was  finished  and  erected 
in  the  shop  of  the  Pelton  Water  Wheel  Company  I  had  an 
opportunity  to  see  it  and  was  most  favorably  impressed  by 
design  and  workmanship.  With  exception  of  some  minor 
details  of  design,  which  are  probably  to  be  attributed  to 
the  fact  that  it  was  a  replacing  job,  that  machine  ranks  with 
the  very  best  I  have  seen. 

J.  P.  Jollyman  then  told  of  the  excellent  results  obtained 
with  the  Francis  type  of  turbine  at  the  Centerville  plant  of 
the  Pacific  Gas  &  Electric  Company,  which  was  operated  at 
about  the  same  low  speed  under  a  much  higher  head  than 
the  turbine  at  the  Borel  plant.  He  stated  that  the  main- 
tenance had  been  very  low  and  that  the  efficiency  even  in- 
creased after  some  years'  service. 

A.  C.  Sprout  asked  as  to  where  the  line  should  be  drawn 
between  advisability  of  using  impulse  and  turbine  type  of 
wheel. 

J.  H.  Hansen  answered  this  question  by  reading  the  fol- 
lowing explanation  and  discussion  on  specific  speed. 
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Classification  of  Francis  Turbines. 

In  the  clasification  of  Francis  turbines,  and  water 
wlieels  in  general,  specific  speed  or  type  characteristic 
is    most    commonly    used.     It    is    mathematically    expressed 

N  V  h.p. 

4    

ht/h 

This  formula  embraces  the  three  governing  factors  for 
the  type  oi:  any  water  wheel  or  turbine  runner,  viz:  (N)  the 
speed  in  revolutions  per  minute;  (H)  the  effective  head  in 
feet,  and  (h.p.)  the  capacity  in  brake  horsepower  output. 

It  can  be  developed  as  follows:  The  water  quantity  Q 
which  will  flow  through  an  orifice  with  an  area  of  A  square 
feet  under  an  effective  head  H  is: 

Q  =  C,  A  V 
where  the  velocity  V  ^  V  2gH 

and  Ci  is  a  constant,  according  to  the  decrease  of  area  due 
to  the  contraction  of  the  stream  of  water. 

We  can   therefore  write:    Q  =  C2(A\/H)    where   C2  =  Ci 
V  2g;    i.e.   the   water   quantity   that   flows   through   a   certain 
opening  is  proportional  to  the  area  of  the  opening  times  the 
square   root   of   the   effective   head. 
Q 

The  symbol  Q,  = represents   the   quantity  of  water 

VH 
which  flows  through  an  opening  under  the  head  equal  1  ft.  Q, 
is  therefore  a  constant  for  equal  openings  with  the  same 
co-efficients  of  friction  and  contraction;  and  the  water  quan- 
tity which  flows  through  this  opening  at  any  head  H  is: 
Q  =  Q,  V  H. 

Qi  we  will  call  the  "specific  quantity"  or  the  discharge 
constant.  If  the  water  is  discharged  through  a  turbine  run- 
ner of  a  certain  diameter  D  and  width  W  the  inlet  area  of 


mM" 


Fig.    1.     Turbine    Runner. 

the  runner  is  A  =  C3  tt  D  W,  where  C3  represents  the  decrease 
in  area  due  to  the  thickness  of  the  vanes.     The  width  of  the 
runner   is   always   a   certain  proportion  of   the   diameter,   i.e. 
W  =  C4D 
A  =  C3  C»  TT  D= 
Therefore:     The  quantity  of  water  that  will  pass  through 
this  runner  is  Q  =  A  C^  V  H;  where  0=  V  H  is  the  velocity  at 
the  inlet. 

It  is  therefore  Q  =  Cj  C^  C^  vr  D=  VH. 

Or  if  we  substitute  another  constant  C,  instead  of  C3  C^  C5  -n- 
Q  Q. 

C,  = = (1) 

V  H  D=  ly 

On  the  basis  of  this  formula  we  can  compare  different 
runners  with  reference  to  their  capacity.  C,  is  a  capacity 
constant  which  will  have  different  values  for  different  iypes 
of  runners  with  the  same  diameter. 

In  this  comparison  another  important  factor  comes  in, 
viz:  the  speed.  Two  runners  might  have  the  same  discharge 
capacity,  but  not  the  same  speed  or  vice  versa.  In  order 
to  get  a  correct  comparison,  we  must  have  a  formula  that 
contains  both  capacity  and  speed. 

If  the  number  of  r.p.m.  of  a  runner  with  inlet  diameter 
V 
D  is  N,  then  N  = •  where  the  circumferential  velocity 

ttD 

V  of  the  runner  is  proportional  to  the  square  root  of  the  effect- 
ive head  H;  i.e.  V  =  C„  V  H. 

From  formula  (1):  D  = 


This  gives  N: 


VC, 
C,  V  H  V  C, 


Or  if  we  substitute 
N  V  Q, 


TT  V  Q, 
C„  VC, 


Then   C  =- 


VH 


N  V  Q 


VH    v^H" 


This  formula  contains  both  discharge  capacity,  speed  and 
effective  head.  Instead  of  the  discharge  quantity  Q,  we  can 
also  substitute  the  number  of  horsepower  by  assuming  a  cer- 
tain efficiency. 

1  h.p 

It  is  Q  = 


Or 


.1134  eff        H 
C^  N  V  h.p. 


.1134  eff. 


hi/h 


=  N 


This  new  constant  is  the  specific  speed  or  the  type  char- 
acteristic of  the  runner. 

N  V  h.p. 
N= (2) 

4     

HV^H 

In  figures  it  represents  the  speed  of  a  runner,  which  if 
diminished  to  one  foot  diameter  would  develop  one  horse- 
power under  one  foot  effective  head. 

In  the  modem  turbine  practice,  this  constant  (N^)  varies 
from  10  to  80  (90)  for  single  wheels.  If  the  specific  speed 
falls  below  10,  it  means  that  an  impulse  wheel  has  to  be 
made;  and  if  N^  becomes  more  than  80  (90)  a  turbine  with 
more  than  one  runner  will  have  to  be  made.  Runners  with 
specific  speed  in  the  neighborhood  of  10  are  commonly  called 
the  low  speed  type,  and  runners  with  a  specific  speed  near 
80  are  of  the  high  speed  type,  whereas  a  specific  speed  of 
about  40  indicates  a  normal  speed  runner. 


i^oRMfti,  Speed  Hk^h  Speed 

Runners  for  Different  Speeds. 


As  the  shape  of  the  runner  varies  with  the  specific  speed, 
the  efficiency  of  the  runner  will  also  be  dependent  upon  this 
specific  speed.  A  low  speed  runner  has  a  large  diameter  and 
a  very  narrow  throat,  which  in  connection  with  high  veloci- 
ties (due  to  a  high  head)  means  greater  friction  losses  and 
therefore  a  low  efficiency.  The  higher  speed  runner  has  a 
wide  throat  compared  with  the  inlet  diameter  (W  =  V2  D)  and 
as  the  outlet  diameter  is  always  greater  than  the  inlet  diam- 
eter the  shape  of  the  runner  vane  becomes  very  compli- 
cated. The  efficiency  of  this  runner  vane  will  therefore  not  be 
as  high  as  the  normal  speed  runner  (N_  =  40),  where  the 
inlet  and  outlet  diameters  are  about  equal. 
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Pig.    3.     Efficiency   Curve    of   Runners   Based   Upon 
Specific  Speed. 

Fig.  3  shows  an  efficiency  curve  of  runners  based  upon 
different  specific  speeds.  This  curve  is  meant  to  show  only 
the  relation  between  specific  speed  and  efficiency  of  the 
runner.  The  maximum  efficiency  which  can  be  attained  by 
a  turbine  will  also  depend  upon  the  type  and  size  of  the 
turbine.  A  10,000  h.p.  turbine,  for  instance,  will  give  a  higher 
efficiency  than  a  400  h.p.  one  operating  under  the  same  head 
and  specific  speed. 
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Geo.  J.  Henry  in  replying  to  Mr.  Homberger's  discussion, 
stated  that  the  Borel  Installation  was  somewhat  unusual  in 
that  it  involved  a  very  heavy  investment  in  a  canal  twelve 
miles  long,  cement  lined  throughout  as  the  result  of  a  law- 
suit in  which  plaintiffs  claimed  depreciation  in  water  quantity 
would  otherwise  occur — the  head  is  comparatively  low  for  the 
Sierra  Nevada  mountain  streams  and  the  cross  section  of  the 
canal  quite  large  to  give  very  low  velocity — almost  no  storage 
exists  at  the  intake. 

The  plant  is  run  on  feeders  carrying  also  the  Redlands 
steam  plant  which  uses  oil  fuel  at  tidewater.  And  the  results 
heretofore  at  Borel  with  the  old  Girard  turbines  were  such 
that  the  cost  per  kilowatt  produced  on  the  large  investment 
showed  much  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  water  pump  plant, 
with  its  large  first  cost  and  unsatisfactory  and  expensive 
maintenance. 

The  installation  of  the  Francis  turbine,  however,  has 
increased  the  output  from  the  water  which  the  canal  will 
carry  (and  this  is  the  limiting  factor  in  this  station  output 
and  therefore  of  the  return  on  the  investment)  by  forty  per 
cent.  Or  looking  at  it  in  another  way.  The  unit  of  power 
produced  cost  only  70  per  cent  of  and  the  power  storage 
produced  cost  only  70  per  cent  of  what  it  did  formerly,  and 
the  more  power  developed  at  Borel  the  more  oil  saved  at 
Redondo,  because  with  a  given  water  quantity  flowing  in 
the  canal  and  Redondo  taking  the  fluctuations  oil  is  saved 
in  the  storage  tanks  and  if  the  water  quantity  is  less  than 
the  power  demand  at  all  times,  which  condition  is  approached 
in  the  water  plants  transmitting  to  the  Los  Angeles  terri- 
tory, we  have  a  highly  efficient  power  storage  and  the 
maximum  returns  from  the  hydroelectric  plant  investments. 

When  the  question  of  designing  efficient  turbines  cr  tan- 
gential wheels  for  the  purpose  of  replacing  the  Girards  first 
arose.  A  preliminary  study  of  the  conditions  involved  showed 
the  futility  of  attempting  anything  with  any  of  the  present 
well  known  tangential  types  of  wheels,  also  the  difficulty  of 
meeting  the  low  generator  speed  (no  change  being  contem- 
plated in  the  generators)  with  the  Francis  turbine.  Mr.  Han- 
sen has  pointed  out  the  low  specific  speed  in  this  instance 
— necessitating  a  larger,  heavier  and  more  expensive  turbine 
unit  than  would  be  recommended  for  the  same  output  today 
if  the  choice  of  speed  was  left  to  the  turbine  designer.  The 
generators  were  re-rated.  They  were  first  2000  kw.  and  the 
customer  specified  that  they  were  run  at  3000  h.p.  output  for  the 
best  turbine  efficiency  point,  with  3600  h.p.  output  specified 
as  the  maximum.  The  first  unit  under  test  gave  its  highest 
efficiency  somewhat  above  this  point  and  on  the  remaining 
units  this  will  be  brought  down  to  about  the  3000  h.p.  point. 
In  regard  to  Mr.  Homberger's  statement  that  a  prime  mover 
should  be  capable  of  carrying  an  overload  on  the  generator  of 
at  least  25  per  cent.  This  statement  in  the  abstract  is  un- 
doubtedly true  but  it  is  also  more  literally  true  that  the 
prime  mover  should  be  capable  of  delivering  the  full  amount 
of  mechanical  energy  to  the  generator  that  can  be  econom- 
ically converted  by  the  generator  into  electrical  energy  and 
no  more.  And  in  the  concrete  case  before  us  the  generators 
have  been  in  use  for  years  and  their  maximum  efficient  load 
has  been  definitely  settled  by  the  customers'  engineers  as 
3600  h.  p.  and  the  load  of  maximum  efficiency  as  3000 
h.p.  These  points  are  the  limits  for  our  design  and 
must  take  precedence  over  the  makers'  original  rating  or  for 
that  matter  the  re-rating  in  such  a  concrete  case  because  a 
thorough  investigation  of  the  operating  machine  and  attend- 
ent  apparatus  has  been  conducted  and  the  points  of  most 
useful  and  profitable  turbine  output  definitely  determined. 
The  dropping  off  of  the  efficiency  curve  as  given  by  Mr.  Hom- 
berger  beyond  the  3600  h.p.  point  is  therefore  quite  mislead- 
ing as  it  goes  entirely  beyond  the  range  for  which  the  ap- 
paratus  was   designed   of  intended   to   be   operated. 

It  is   generally  reported  that  the  operation  of  this   first 


unit  has  effected  an  economy  of  $2000  per  month.  I  wish  to 
elaborate  a  little  more  fully  on  Mr.  Homberger's  remarks  re- 
garding the  value  of  efficiency.  The  entire  investment  in  an 
hydroelectric  plant  is  for  the  purpose  of  producing  power  from 
the  potential  energy  of  falling  water  and  invariably  contem- 
plates a  definite  amount  of  water;  the  limitation  being  be- 
cause of  steam  or  seasonal  probabilities — investment  involved 
and  market  for  power.  With  therefore  a  given  water  quan- 
tity which  however  may  be,  and  usually  is,  variable  during 
seasons  or  hours  of  the  day  or  both,  we  must  produce  the 
greatest  power  output.  The  efficiency  of  our  waterwheels, 
generators,  transformers  and  line  are  the  practical  limits 
within  which  we  may  expect  to  convert  nature's  stored  en- 
ergy in  the  water  into  salable  electric  energy.     The  accom- 
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panying  curves  show  about  how  this  will  come  out  in  this 
turbine  installation  and  it  would  be  slightly  better  if  the 
speed  was  more  favorable  for  the  turbine. 

From  the  above  it  will  be  seen  that  no  effort  is  made 
to  obtain  close  regulation  at  Borel  and  safe  operation  is 
about  all  that  is  necessary.  Most  accurate  speed  regulation 
however  is  easily  obtainable  by  the  application  of  suitable 
relief  valves  and  governors  in  a  plant  of  this  character  if  the 
conditions  warrant  the  expense  of  the  apparatus. 

Mr.  Henry  concluded  his  discussion  by  drawing  a  dia- 
gram which  roughly  indicated  the  conditions  to  which  turbines 
and  impulse  wheels  were  best  adapted. 

H.  W.  Crozier  inquired  as  to  the  life  of  the  turbine  run- 
ners at  Borel. 

Geo.  J.  Henry  stated  that  he  thought  a  life  of  five  years 
could  safely  be  assumed  in  this  case,  also  that  the  efficiency 
would  not  drop  more  than  1%  per  cent  after  a  year's  oper- 
ation. 

Ralph  Bennett  staled  that  his  examination  of  the  Girard 
turbines  of  the  plant  showed  that  they  had  been  pitted 
rather  thi'n  worn  and  that  some  had  been  broken  by  stones. 

The  meeting  was  brought  to  a  close  after  a  number  of 
minor  questions  had  been  answered. 
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The  dictionaries  do  not  recognize  the  commonlv 
accepted  pronunciation  of  conduit  when  used  to  signify 
a  container  for  ele.ctric  wires  and  cables.  In  its  orig- 
inal meaning  of  a  water-course  the  u  in  the  last 
syllable  is  silent,  as  in  circuit  or  biscuit.  Engineering 
usage  tacitly  sanctions  sounding  the  u  in  order  to 
distinguish  the  electrical  from  the  hydraulic  meaning. 


Municipal  ownership  of  the  electric  light  and 
power  plants  is  being  actively  agitated  at  Berkeley, 
California,  which  enjoys  the  distinction  of  having  a 
Socialist  Mayor.  A  recent  petition  argues  that  such 
ownership  will  bring  great  revenue  to  the  city  treas- 
ury and  furnish  electricity  so  cheaply  that  "the  houses 
maj^  be  built  without  chimneys  and  the  clothes  washed 
without  work  while  the  family  is  at  breakfast."  Unfor- 
tunately this  "sure-thing  game"  makes  no  provision 
to  eliminate  death  and  taxes. 


The  latest  attempt  of  San  Francisco's  discred- 
ited political  administration  to  perpetuate  its  per- 
nicious principles  in  the  govern- 
Elevator  ment  of  a  long-suffering  people  is 

Bill  found  in  the  so-called  elevator  bill. 

Masquerading  as  a  measure  for 
public  safety,  it  is  so  fraught  with  dangerous  provi- 
sions as  to  be  a  veritable  wolf  in  sheep's  clothing. 

This  bill  provides  that  no  elevator  in  this  city 
can  be  operated  by  a  non-licensed  man,  said  license 
being  obtainable  only  through  the  medium  of  the 
politician.  Incidentally,  it  thus  elminates  the  auto"- 
matic  elevator,  the  culmination  of  long  years  of  experi- 
mentation. It  further  forbids  an  operator  to  even  re- 
place a  blown-out  fuse,  such  a  delicate  operation 
requiring  the  services  ol  an  "inspector,"  one  of  a 
small  army  of  unnecessary  tax-eaters.  The  inconve- 
nience and  lost  time  involved  in  the  ensuing  delay  is 
to  be  compensated  by  the  added  sense  of  security  that 
the  elevator-user  must  feel  in  knowing  that  he  is  being 
so  thoughtfully  cared  for  by  a  parental  government. 
Imagine  the  possibility  of  business  damage  if  the  ex- 
perienced electrician  in  a  large  office  building  cannot 
make  minor  repairs  until  an  inspector  appears  on  the 
scene. 

_  As  the  passage  of  this  bill  would  tend  to  seriously 
hmit  the  installation  of  electric  elevators,  its  defeat 
is  of  vital  interest  to  all  electrical  men.  With  this  pur- 
pose in  view,  the  newly  formed  Electrical  Development 
League  is  bending  every  effort  to  prevent  the  enact- 
ment of  this  vicious  proposal. 


The  readers  of  this  journal  are  large  users  of  oil. 
whether  for  fuel  or  for  lubrication  and,  as  such,  would 
.  .  have  been  interested  in  a  discus- 

^"Sin  sion    on   the   origin   of   petroleum 

of  Oil  which  took  place  at  a  recent  meet- 

ing of  the  California  Section  of  the 
American  Chemical  Society.  This  discussion  was 
based  upon  a  paper  by  Paul  W.  Prutzman,  a  recog- 
nized_ authority  on  California  oils.  While  the  solution 
of  this  question  must  depend  upon  the  chemist  and 
geologist,  the  answer  possesses  the  same  interest  to 
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the  engineer  as  does  the  history  of  any  other  impor- 
tant branch  of  his  work.  For  petroleum  is  but  the  con- 
centrated result  of  nature's  work  through  long  ages 
of  the  earth's  history. 

The  theories  as  to  the  genesis  of  petroleum  are  as 
numerous  as  the  places  where  it  is  found  and  as  plausi- 
ble as  the  stories  of  those  who  sell  oil  stock,  and  fre- 
quently as  freakish.  The  legitimate  hypotheses  may 
be  grouped,  in  the  words  of  the  old  physical  geog- 
raphy, under  "the  animal,  vegetable  and  mineral  king- 
doms." More  technically  the  origin  was  either  or- 
ganic or  inorganic.  The  preponderance  of  evidence, 
as  adduced  by  Mr.  Prutzman,  favors  the  former,  espe- 
cially the  vegetable  theory. 

The  mineral  theory,  which  ascribes  the  formation 
of  petroleum  to  the  reactions  between  water  and  the 
earth's  various  carbides  with  the  evolution  of  acety- 
lene, does  not  account  for  the  fact  that  there  is  no 
known  artificial  process  of  producing  paraffine  or  as- 
phaltums  from  acetylene.  As  these  bodies  are  essen- 
tial constituents  of  all  petroleums  this  explanation 
must  be  considered  incomplete  and  therefore  doubtful. 

The  theory  of  animal  origin  does  not  provide  for 
a  sufficient  supply  of  raw  material,  nor  does  it  account 
for  the  nitrogen  compounds  in  the  oil,  though  it  is 
otherwise  quite  tenable.  The  fatty  residues  of  marine 
organisms  might  well  have  been  subjected  to  de- 
structive distillation  and  thus  produced  oil.  But  only 
the  most  credulous  will  fail  to  see  the  joke  in  the 
claims  that  petroleum  had  its  beginning  in  the  "juice 
squeezed  from  buried  whales." 

Mr.  Prutzman's  observation  and  reasoning  favors 
the  dry  distillation  of  long  accumulated  vegetable  mat- 
ter as  the  most  legitimate  source.  Much  organic  ma- 
terial has  found  its  way  to  the  ocean  and  there  been 
deposited  in  shales.  At  times  of  land  subsidence 
these  shales  were  frequently  lowered  into  a  zone  whose 
temperature  was  600  degrees  or  more,  a  temperature 
sufficient  to  distill  petroleum.  This  theory  is  con- 
firmed by  the  artificial  heating  of  many  California 
lignites  and  shales  and  subsequent  removal  of  all 
soluble  matter  by  washing  with  water. 

The  further  problems  as  to  how  the  oil  flowed  to 
the  sands  and  its  accumulation  there  are  those  of  simple 
mechanics  and  complete  the  cycle  of  a  simple  and  cred- 
ible explanation.  Though  such  speculation  seems  in.le, 
it  is  none  the  less  interesting  to  trace  Nature's  meth- 
ods of  making  and  storing  the  oil  which  is  now  of  so 
much  industrial  utility. 


Too  much  emphasis  has  been  placed  upon  the 
public  service  franchise  as  a  source  for  private  profit 

and  too  little  attention  has  been 
Franchise  called   to    the    corresponding  bur- 

Granting  dens  and  responsibilities  to  which 

it  subjects  those  who  serve  the 
common  needs  of  the  commonwealth.  This  mistake 
originated  with  the  corporation,  which  used  the  fran- 
chise as  a  means  of  exploiting  the  public  necessity  for 
light,  heat  and  rapid  intercommunication.     This  rash 


policy  was  a  boomerang  and  has  been  responsible  for 
much  of  the  deserved  disrepute  into  which  many  com- 
panies have  fallen.  It  has  lent  a  fictitious  value  to 
these  privileges  and  has  justified  some  of  the  present 
unreasonable  demands  of  franchise  granting  authori- 
ties. 

Many  illustrative  cases  can  be  cited  in  proof  of 
this,  but  the  nearest  and  latest  is  that  of  Multnomah 
County,  Oregon.  There  the  county  officials,  in  retalia- 
tion for  the  refusal  of  the  electric  power  and  telephone 
companies  to  grant  special  rates  or  free  service  to  the 
county,  now  question  their  right  to  occupy  the  county 
roads  with  their  pole  lines.  That  these  corporations 
pay  a  large  part  of  the  taxes  which  maintain  the 
county  government  and  that  this  government  is  no 
more  entitled  to  free  service  than  any  private  citizen 
are  entirely  overlooked  in  this  attempted  hold-up. 

The  franchise  is  a  public  function  frequently  dele- 
gated to  private  parties  because  the  public  is  unequal 
to  its  performance.  Its  execution  requires  large  capi- 
tal, great  executive  ability  and  certain  technical  knowl- 
edge, a  combination  of  qualifications  seldom  found 
in  a  county  government.  These  projects  often  involve 
considerable  risk  as  to  ultimate  profits  and  statistics 
show  that  less  than  four  per  cent  is  annually  paid  in 
dividends  on  the  stock  and  bonds  of  the  electric  light 
and  power  companies  of  this  country.  In  comparison 
the  grocery  and  meat  business,  a  semi-public  service 
requiring  no  franchise,  is  a  bonanza.  The  obligations 
to  give  adequate  service  are  necessarily  binding  and 
the  liability  for  accident  most  severe.  Because  of  these 
drawbacks  many  a  promoter  finds  capital  deaf  to  his 
pleadings  as  the  inducements  are  not  sufficient. 

Thus  it  is  seen  that  a  franchise,  of  itself,  has  but 
little  initial  value  and  that  the  ultimate  return  is 
entirely  dependent  upon  the  energy  and  ability  of  its 
owners.  To  make  an  exorbitant  charge  for  a  franchise 
is  but  to  tempt  the  promoter  to  correspondingly  over- 
capitalize his  project  and  consequently  defeat  the  real 
purpose  for  which  the  franchise  is  granted,  good  serv- 
ice at  low  cost. 

The  first  essential  in  granting  franchises  is  not  to 
enrich  the  county  coffers,  nor  even  to  insure  lower 
rates  for  the  consumer,  but  primarily  to  maintain  con- 
trol over  the  rights  of  way  so  that  the  ordinary  uses 
of  the  roads  and  streets  will  not  be  hindered.  Hark- 
ing back  to  the  etymological  derivation  a  franchise 
should  "make  free."  No  county  or  municipality  lias 
the  experience  possessed  by  an  unbiased  group  of  men, 
such  as  a  public  service  commission,  in  handling  these 
problems.  Every  dictate  of  reason  suggests  that  local 
authorities  delegate  their  power  of  public  utility  con- 
trol to  a  centralized  commission  whose  rulings  will 
be  at  once  uniform  and  just.  Here  possibly  will  be 
found  the  eventual  solution  of  the  franchise  problem. 


The  California  Legislature  has  passed  the  public 
utilities  bill  giving  the  State  Railroad  Commission 
power  to  fix  rates,  regulate  standards  of  equipment 
and  service,  and  annul  unapproved  bond  issues. 
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PERSONALS. 

H.  C.  Dowlor,  Avho  is  connected  with  the  Gilroy  Gas 
Company,  is  at  San  Francisco. 

Fred  L.  Webster,  Pacific  Coast  manager  for  the  Allis- 
Chalmers  Company,  is  at  Seattle. 

H.  A.  Keyes,  president  of  the  Sacramento  Natural  Gas 
Company,  was  a  recent  San  Francisco  visitor. 

R.  L.  Yates,  hydraulic  engineer  of  the  Piatt  Iron  Works 
Company,  was  at  San  Francisco  during  the  past  week. 

C.  F.  Conn,  of  the  engineering  staff,  of  J.  G.  White  & 
Company's  Pacific  Coast  branch  office  is  visiting  the  firm's 
New   York  office. 

J.  J.  Mullen,  vice-president  and  general  manager  of  the 
Maloney  Electric  Company  of  St.  Louis,  visited  San  Francisco 
during  the  past  week. 

Arnold  Pfau,  hydraulic  engineer  with  the  Allis-Chalmers 
Company,  of  Milwaukee,  has  gone  to  Portland,  Ore.,  after  vis- 
iting Southern  California. 

C.  W.  Stone  has  been  appointed  manager  of  the  lighting 
department  of  the  General  Electric  Company,  to  succeed 
C.    D.    Haskins,    deceased. 

W.  D.  Ward,  of  the  Pelton  Water  Wheel  Company's  sales 
department,  has  returned  to  San  Francisco  after  a  profitable 
trip  through  Utah  and  Idaho. 

Dr.  Thomas  Addison,  Pacific  Coast  manager  of  the  Gen- 
eral Electric  Company,  has  returned  to  San  Francisco,  after 
visiting  the  Los  Angeles  office  of  the  company. 

Thed  Poss,  San  Francisco,  manager  for  the  Benjamin 
Electric  &  Holophane  companies,  was  married  to  Miss  Helen 
Hansen,   of  Butte,   Montana,   on   December   13. 

S.  B.  Charters,  Jr.,  of  Stanford  University,  and  A.  A.  Mil- 
ler, of  Seattle,  Wash.,  have  been  appointed  on  the  member- 
ship committee  of  the  American  Institute  of  Electrical  Engi- 
neers. 

Stanley  Walton,  manager  of  the  Pacific  Gas  &  Electric 
Company's  commercial  department,  returned  during  the  past 
week  from  Chicago,  after  attending  the  National  Irrigation 
Congress. 

Oliver  Dyer  Coldin,  a  former  manager  of  the  Seattle- 
Tacoma  Power  Company,  and  who  is  now  manager  and  vice- 
president  of  the  Seattle  Car  Manufacturing  Company,  was  a 
recent  San  Francisco  visitor. 

Frank  H.  Ray,  who  is  one  of  the  directors  of  the  Great 
Western  Power  Company,  is  at  San  Francisco,  keeping  in 
touch  with  the  interesting  situation  with  regard  to  a  possible 
consolidation  of  hydroelectric  interests. 

D.  C.  Green,  formerly  manager  of  the  Oregon  Power 
Company,  at  Albany,  Ore.,  has  been  made  manager  for  the 
Byllesby  interests  at  Marshfield,  Ore.  His  place  at  Albany 
has  been  filled  by  P.  H.  Moreton,  of  Sand  Point,  Idaho. 

William  W.  Gooch,  attorney  for  Theodore  N.  Vail,  presi- 
dent of  the  American  Telephone  &  Telegraph  Company,  is  at 
San  Francisco  on  business  said  to  be  connected  with  the 
formation  of  a  company  by  Henry  T.  Scott  and  local  capital- 
ists  for  the  handling  of   bottled   Blau-gas. 

Walter  C.  Howe,  assistant  city  engineer  and  ex-officio 
superintendent  of  streets  of  the  city  of  Oakland,  has  been  ap- 
pointed by  the  Governor  of  California  as  State  engineer  for 
the  State  Highway  Commission.  He  is  a  graduate  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  California.  The  Commission  will  have  the  han- 
dling of  the  $18,000,000  bond  issue  for  highway  construction. 

E.  C.  Pratt,  president  of  the  Indian  Valley  Light  &  Power 
Company,  of  Greenville,  Cal.,  states  that  a  shipment  of  ten 
miles  of  copper  transmission  wire  has  been  received.  This 
will  be  strung  on  the  poles  already  erected  for  the  extension 
to  Crescent  and  Taylorsville.  As  soon  as  spring  opens  the 
system  will  be  extended  farther  down  the  valley. 


Louis  A.  Bauer,  director  of  the  department  of  terrestrial 
magnetism  of  the  Carnegie  Institute  of  Washington,  was  a 
recent  arrival  at  San  Francisco.  He  has  been  visiting  the 
especially  built  vessel  from  which  a  scientific  corps  are  secur- 
ing magnetic  data  in  the  Pacific  Ocean. 

George  J.  Henry,  Jr.,  who  has  been  connected  with  the 
Pelton  Water  Wheel  Company  for  the  past  seventeen  years, 
has  resigned  his  position  as  chief  engineer  in  order  to  go 
into  business  for  himself.  He  has  opened  an  office  as  con- 
sulting engineer  at  1137  Rialto  Building,  San  Francisco. 

The  district  managers  of  the  Pacific  Gas  &  Electric  Com- 
pany held  their  last  meeting  for  the  year  at  San  BYancisco, 
December  19.  More  than  twenty  districts  were  represented. 
The  list  of  managers  is  as  follows:  F.  A.  Leach  Jr.,  F.  J. 
Southerland,  H.  B.  Heyford,  L.  H.  Hartsock,  Don  C.  Ray, 
W.  M.  Henderson,  John  Werry,  J.  E.  Poingdestre,  W.  H.  Fos- 
ter, O.  E.  Clark,  H.  M.  Cooper,  E.  W.  Florence,  C.  W.  Mc- 
Killip,  J.  D.  Kuster,  M.  G.  Hall,  C.  E.  Sedgwick,  W.  A.  Widen- 
mann,  A.  J.  Stevens  and  W.  E  Osborn 


THE    ELECTRICAL    DEVELOPMENT    LEAGUE. 

At  the  special  meeting  of  the  directors  and  executive 
committee  of  the  Electrical  Development  League,  held  at  the 
secretary's  office,  106  Rialto  Building,  San  Francisco,  on  De- 
cember ISth,  President  Geo.  C.  Holberton  announced  the  fol- 
lowing appointments  on  committees  to  serve  for  six  months 
beginning  December  12,  1911.  Membership  Committee,  W.  L. 
Goodwin,  R.  L.  Van  der  Naillen,  W.  S.  Hanbridge;  Entertain- 
ment Committee,  W.  W.  Briggs,  R.  D.  Holabird,  A.  E.  Dren- 
dell;  Ways  and  Means  Committee,  S.  J.  Lisberger,  A.  B.  Saur- 
man,  Russell  Waldron;'  Finance  Committee,  Chas.  Wiggin,  H. 
A.  Russell,  W.  F.  Neiman;  Good-Fellowship  Committee,  C.  H. 
Pennoyer,  W.  S.  Berry,  John  R.  Cole;  Grievance  Committee, 
Vanderlyn  Stow,  T.  E.  Bibbins,  F.  B.  Gleason;  Publicity  Com- 
mittee, C.  L.  Cory,  J.  W.  Redpath,  A.  H.  Halloran.  The  nomi- 
nating committee  was  purposely  not  appointed  as  it  would 
have  been  no  work  for  the  coming  six  months. 

As  a  result  of  a  drawing  J.  A.  Vandegrift  and  P.  Decker 
take  the  one-year  term  and  C.  C.  Hillis  and  W.  W.  Hansoom 
the  six  month's  term  on  the  executive  committee. 

President  Geo.  C.  Holberton  and  W.  W.  Hanscom  were 
appointed  to  represent  the  Electrical  Development  League  in 
protesting  against  the  passage  of  the  proposed  elevator  bill 
in  San  Francisco. 


ELECTRICAL  CONTRACTORS'  NOTES. 

The  Pacific  Fire  Extinguisher  Company  has  started  to 
install  the  conduits  in  Sacramento's  new  court  house. 

Much  has  been  said  about  the  good  that  could  be  obtained 
by  contractors  if  they  were  all  asked  to  figure  on  the  same 
specifications. 

The  Standard  Electrical  Construction  Company  has  been 
awarded  the  electric  work  for  the  Southern  Club,  on  Powell 
and  Joice  streets.    C.  A.  Nuesdorfer  is  the  architect. 

Bids  for  electric  work  on  a  new  hotel  on  Sutter  street, 
between  Kearny  and  Montgomery,  were  received  by  the  Re- 
gents of  the  University  of  California,  but  the  job  has  not 
been  awarded  yet.  Estimates  on  electric  work  run  about 
$20,000. 

The  Butte  Engineering  &  Electric  Company  has  been 
awarded  the  electric  work  for  the  Mt.  Zion  Hospital  for  the 
sum  of  $7592.  This  building,  when  completed,  will  be  one 
of  the  most  up-to-date,  Architect  Kraft  having  spent  a  num- 
ber of  months  in  the  East  going  over  some  of  the  principal 
hospitals  in  the  country. 

Secretary  Hanbridge  is  distributing  among  the  archi- 
tects throughout  the  State  a  copy  of  standard  specifications 
as  adopted  by  the  National  Electrical  Contractors'  Associa- 
tions. If  same  were  adopted  generally,  a  big  step  in  the 
right  direction  would  be  started.  Copies  can  be  had  by  send- 
ing a  postal  to  329  Lick  Building,  San  Francisco. 


December  23.  1911.] 


JOURNAL    OF    ELECTRICITY,    POWER    AND    GAS 


603 


NEW    KELLOGG    SWITCH    BOX. 

For  ths  convenience  of  those  customers  who  prefer  .a  ten 
line  switch  box  equipped  with  shelf  for  plugs,  the  Kellogg 
Switchboard  &  Supply  Company  have  arranged  the  box  as 
shown  in  the  illustration.  This  arrangement  of  cords  takes 
less  room  below  the  cabinet  on  the  wall  and  is  preferred  by 
some  because  of  the  added  compactness. 


Kelloge  10-line  Switch  Box. 

Some  of  the  advantages  claimed  for  this  new  ten  line 
switch  box  are: 

Extreme  simplicity. 

No  expert  attention  required  in  maintenance. 

Economical.  Present  central  office  telephone  equipment 
can  be  retained  In  service  if  desired. 

No  drops  to  be  "restored"  when  patrons  are  merely  ring- 
ing other  parties  on  their  own  line. 

All  lines  terminate  at  office  on  extension  bells  of  same 
resistance  as  bells  on  the  line.  This  insures  balanced  condi- 
tions and  makes  it  possible  for  central  to  be  rung  efficiently 
as  any  party  on  the  line. 


MULTI-DIFFERENTIAL  ARCH  TYPE  OF  CELLULAR  DAM. 

The  v'urved  principle  in  dam  building  is  now  rapidly  gain- 
ing recognition,  and  it  will  surprise  the  general  reader  to 
know  that  this  principle  was  recommended  as  a  "precaution 
only,"  a  "moral  satisfaction,"  and  "pleasing  effect,"  by  scien- 
tists and  eminent  engineers  only  a  few  years  ago,  and  a 
stupid  waste  of  material  and  labor,  or  a  joke,  by  engineers 
generally. 

The  fundamentals  of  a  perfect  dam  structure  may  be 
summarized  as  follows: 

1.  The  materials  should  be  indestructible  through  ex- 
posure to  the  elements. 

2.  The  pressures  on  the  base  should  be  vertical  and  uni- 
form, or  nearly  so,  and  without  effort  to  slide  with  water 
pressing  on  one  side. 

3.  The  form  of  the  dam  should  be  such  that  there  is  no 
effort  to  overturn  no  matter  how  the  forces  acting  on  the 
structure  may  be  varied. 

4.  The  form  of  the  dam  should  be  such  that  the  materials 


sustain  compression  only  in  every  part  of  the  structure  no 
matter  how  me  forces  acting  may  be  varied. 

5.  The  resistive  efficiency  of  the  dam  as  a  whole  should 
be  constant  no  matter  how  the  forces  acting  may  be  var.ed. 

6.  Tne  form  of  the  dam  should  admit  of  perfect  drain- 
age and  uplift  pressure  impossible  in  any  part  of  the  struc- 
ture, or  beneath  it. 

7.  The  form  of  the  dam  should  admit  the  passage  of  ice 
and  drift  in  a  jam  and  the  expansion  of  ice,  due  to  changes 
of  temperature,  by  changing  the  angle  of  thrust  on  the  struc- 
ture from  a  horizontal. 

8.  The  form  of  the  dam  should  be  such  that  stress  due 
to  changes  of  temperature  is  accommodated  within  the  elas- 
tic limit  of  the  material. 

9.  The  dam  as  a  whole  should  be  an  ultimate  type  of 
structure,  or  stable  under  any  condition  other  than  a  rupture 
of  the  earth's  surface  at  foundation. 

10.  The  cost  of  the  dam  should  vary  directly  as  the  pres- 
sure of  the  water,  above  foundations. 

The  multi-differential  arch  type  of  cellular  dam,  shown 
in  the  accompanying  cut  answers  all  the  principles  of  a  per- 
fect structure.  A  simple  inspection  of  this  cut  shows  that  all 
the  material  must  be  in  compression.     Principle  4. 

Extending  this  reasoning  the  following  step  evolves  the 
fact  that  the  crushing  strength  of  the  material  is  the  ultimate 
strength  of  the  structure;    and,   taking   13.5   tons  per  sq.   ft. 


MulliDifTorcntial  Typp  of  CoIIiiLar  Dam. 

as  a  maximum  unit  pressure,  (can  be  made  any  strength  de- 
sired, of  course)  the  safety  factor  for  Portland  cement  con- 
crete is  16,  which  has  been  adopted  as  a  standard  for  this 
structure. 

The  form  of  the  structure  embodies  the  principles  of  the 
old  wooden  dam,  and  the  pressure  on  the  base  is  vertical,  or 
nearly  so,  and  such  structure  cannot  slide  with  water  on  one 
side;  and  it  does  not  require  a  superior  knowledge  of  hydro- 
mechanics to  understand  that  the  lines  of  pressure  in  this 
structure  are  not  changed  by  increasing  the  pressure  of  the 
water.  Any  increase  of  depth  of  water  on  the  crest  of  the 
dam  increases  the  pressure  on  the  structure  proportionately 
without  changing  the  lines  of  stress.  Hence  the  greater  the 
pressure  on  such  structure  the  greater  security  against  sliding. 
Principles  2  and  5. 

While  water  acts  the  same  in  the  standard  gravity  type 
an  increase  in  the  pressure  of  the  water  is  not  followed  by 
an  increase  in  the  weight  of  the  masonry  and  the  lines  of 
stress  change  progressively  in  a  diminishing  advantage  of  tl'o 
vertical  force  and  in  the  direction  of  the  horizontal  forco. 
Following  this  last  step  in  our  reasoning  it  will  be  readily 
understood  that  a  structure  with  pressure  nearly  vertical  on 
base  cannot  overturn,  and  as  such  pressure  is  increased  the 
security  against  overturning  must  be  increased.  Principles  3 
and  5. 

Simple  masonry,  cement,  sand  and  stone,  is  absolutely 
indestructible,  which  is  beyond  controversy.    Principle  1. 

It  is  well  known  that  masonry  is  elastic,  will  bend  with- 
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out  fracture,  and  that  such  deflection  is  sufficient  to  accom- 
modate arch  action,  since  arched  wall  seldom  crack  while 
straight  ones  nearly  always  crack  through  changes  of  tem- 
perature and  varying  conditions  of  moisture.  Prof.  White 
shows  that  the  difference  due  to  such  changes  of  tempera- 
ture, in  about  50  ft.  length  of  wall,  is  about  %  inch,  which  is 
entire  within  the  elastic  limit.  The  stress  due  to  simultaneous 
differences  of  temperature  throughout  a  wall  is  peculiar  to 
very  thick  walls  only.  Such  stress  cannot  occur  in  the  thin 
walls  of  cellular  dams.     Principle  S. 

By  a  further  extension  of  our  ideas  to  embrace  seepage 
and  the  percolation  of  water  under  pressure  within  and  be- 
neath a  structure,  we  can  understand  that  internal  pressure 
must  be  resisted  by  weight  and  cohesion  of  cement  in  a  gravity 
structure,  the  essential  constructive  elements  of  reaction  in 
this  type,  and  any  individual  part  of  such  structure  can  be 
dislodged,  and  removed,  by  a  force  equal  to  the  weight  and 
cohesion  of  such  part,  which  force  is  comparatively  incon- 
siderable; and  a  sufficient  area' of  internal  v/ater  pressure  can 
readily  accumulate  in  such  structure  and  overcome  the  weight 
of  cohesion  of  a  large  part  of  the  structure;  which  is  fre- 
quently the  case,  causing  cracks  on  the  face  not  extending 
through  to  the  back  of  structure.  Also  uplift  pressure  through 
the  penetration  of  water  between  structure  and  foundation, 
which  is  practically  unavoidable  in  gravity  dams. 

The  essential  constructive  element  of  reaction  in  an  arched 
structure  is  compression  of  the  material,  and  weight  and  co- 
hesion non-essential,  and  no  individual  part  of  such  struc- 
ture can  be  dislodged  by  a  force  less  than  the  crushing 
strength  of  the  material,  which  is  the  ultimate  strength  of 
the  structure.  Hence  the  percolation  of  water  under  pressure 
within  and  through  such  structure  is  harmless.  It  is  also 
clear  that  any  accumulated  internal  pressure  must  always 
be  an  inconsiderable  part  of  a  force  necessary  to  destroy 
such  structure.  Further,  the  essential  formative  principle 
of  construction  in  all  cellular  types  precludes  the  possibility 
of  uplift  pressure,  through  perfect  drainage.  Because  there 
is  not  sufficient  area  at  any  one  point  of  base,  to  afford  sig- 
nificant pressure  by  the  penetration  of  water  beneath  struc- 
ture, or  between  base  and  foundation.  A  simple  inspection 
of  the  cut  will  make  this  clear.     Principle   6. 

The  form  of  all  cellular  masonry  dams  with  sloping 
water  face  affords  the  necessary  resistive  properties  in  the 
passage  of  ice  and  drift  in  a  jam  or  the  expansion  of  a  pond 
ice  sheet  through  changes  of  temperature.  Any  horizontal 
pressure  en  a  sloping  plane  is  afforded  relief  by  pushing  up, 
rising,  on  the  slope,  and  the  force  exerted  cannot  exceed 
the  actual  weight  of  the  body  creating  the  pressure.  Usually, 
in  the  dams  referred  to,  this  is  about  one-half  the  weight 
of  such  bodies.  Then,  taking  an  ice  jam  10  ft.  thick,  passing 
crest  of  dam,  the  horizontal  thrust  would  be  about  300  lbs. 
per  lineal  ft.  of  dam.  Ten  times  this  amount  would  be  an  in- 
significant thrust  on  such  structure.     Principle  7. 

Concluding  this  reasoning,  as  to  stability,  it  is  clear 
that  an  ultimate  type  of  structure  must  answer  fully  all  the 
fundamentals  enumerated,  from  1  to  8  inclusive.  A  seismic 
rupture  of  the  foundation  of  such  structure  would  not  neces- 
sarily destroy  it.     Principle  9. 

Finally,  the  volume  of  material  in  cellular  masonry  dams 
increases  directly  as  the  unit  pressure  of  water.  Hence  the 
cost  of  such  structures  is  directly  as  the  height  and  the 
power  developed,  or  energy  conserved.     Principle  10. 


E.  H.  Libby,  of  Clarkston,  Wash.,  has  been  spending  a 
few  days  in  San  Francisco,  while  looking  over  the  State 
of  California  for  data  on  electric  pumping  for  irrigation,  etc. 
He  states  that  northern  railroad  officials  admit  that  v^hile 
last  year  the  percentage  of  growth  of  immigration  in  the 
State  of  Washington  was  double  that  of  California,  this  year 
the  trend  of  the  colonist  travel  is  strongly  towards  the 
Golden  State. 


A    NEW    UNDERGROUND    ELECTRICAL    JUNCTION    BOX. 

A  simple  three-phase,  low  voltage,  six-way  junction  box 
for  underground  conduit  systems  has  recently  been  patented 
by  S.  J.  Lisberger  and  C.  J.  Wilson  of  the  Pacific  Gas  & 
Electric  Company.  It  not  only  occupies  a  minimum  of  space 
but  is  also  moistm-e-proof,  easily  repaired  and  quickly  re- 
newable. 

Figs.  1  and  2  give  the  plan  and  vertical  section  of  the 
box  with  cover  removed,  this  cover  fitting  into  a  flange  and 
rubber  gasket  and  being  tightly  held  by  bolts  and  nuts  so 
as  to  exclude  all  moisture.  The  three  insulated  bus  bars 
a,  b,  c,  are  mounted  on  a  non-conducting  slab  and  support 
a  series  of  posts,  12,  with  overhanging  brackets.  These 
brackets  are  staggered  and  serve  as  contact  blocks  for  fuse 
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A  New  Underground  Electrical  Junction  Box, 

terminals  attached  to  them  and  giving  connection  through 
fuses  to  a  series  of  terminal  blocks  opposite  each  bracket. 
Adjacent  bus  bars,  brackets  and  terminal  blocks  are  care- 
fully insulated  and  danger  of  short  circuit  in  case  of  fuse 
blow-out  prevented  a  series  of  insulating  barriers  mounted 
on  the  underside  of  the  cover,  so  as  to  extend  between  the 
fuses  and  brackets. 

By  the  peculiar  construction  of  the  outermost  bus  bars 
they  may  be  formed  from  one  pattern  and  are  inter-change- 
able. It  will  also  be  observed  that  these  bus  bars  a,  b,  c,  are 
each  formed  in  one  piece,  the  bus  bars,  posts  and  brackets 
being  integral,  thus  avoiding  the  use  of  joints,  either  soldered 
or  otherwise  connected.  The  invention  is  thus  seen  to  com- 
prise a  simple  and  compact  means  of  mounting  the  con- 
ductor terminals  in  the  junction  box  and  means  for  insulating 
the  various  conducting  parts  from  each  other. 


TRADE    NOTES. 

Ralph  L.  Phelps,  Pacific  Coast  manager  of  the  Safety  in- 
sulated Wire  &  Cable  Company,  is  distributing  an  excellent 
eraser  which  bears  a  remarkable  resemblance  in  appearance 
and  composition  to  the  "Ruby  Core,"  which  distinguishes 
Safety  rubber-covered  wire. 

The  Washington  County  Telephone  Company,  of  HiJls- 
boro,  Oregon,  which  recently  took  over  the  local  system  of 
the  Pacific  Telephone  Company,  has  purchased  additio.aal 
equipment  from  the  Kellogg  Switchboard  «5  Supply  Com- 
pany. O.  G.  Wilkes  is  president  of  the  company  and  George 
Schulmerich,    secretary-treasurer. 

The  Sprague  Electric  Company  announces  that  siuce 
October  1st,  1911,  they  have  manufactured  only  such  "BX" 
Cable  and  other  flexible  steel  armored  conductors  as  will 
comply  with  the  new  code  requirements  effective  on  Jaiiu- 
ary  1st,  1912,  and  these  products  which  have  been  manu- 
factured since  October  1st,  1911,  also  comply  with  the  re- 
quirements of  the  City  of  New  York  and  the  City  of  Chicago. 
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WESTINGHOUSE    ELECTRIC   AND   MANUFACTURING   CO. 

PROGRESS     1911 

The  year  1911,  like  its  immediate  predecessors,  does  not 
represent  any  very  remarkable  inventions  or  startling  im- 
provements in  the  field  of  electricity,  but  rather  a  general  ten- 
dency to  standardize  the  improvements  already  made  and 
some  further  perfections  of  existing  models. 

The  design  of  apparatus,  in  many  cases,  only  covers  a  small 
part  of  the  general  engineering  points  which  have  to  be  con- 
sidered in  a  proposition.  There  is  such  a  broad  view  of  gen- 
eral conditions,  which  it  is  always  well  to  review  and  these 
conditions  tend  largely  to  direct  engineering  matters.  At 
present,  the  general  slogan  of  the  country  is  "Economy." 
Central  stations  are  improving  their  load  factors,  are  devis- 
ing better  arrangement  of  apparatus,  purchase  more  efficient 
apparatus,  such  as  turbines,  and  to  obtain  more  patronage 
are  revising  their  rates,  offering  their  customers  a  decided 
saving  as  compared  with  the  individual  power  proposition. 

The  development  of  the  line  alternating  current  turbo  gen- 
erators has  not  been  particularly  spectacular  in  the  past  year. 
No  machines  larger  than  the  previous  ones  have  been  sold, 
but  certain  negotiations  are  under  way,  looking  to  some  very 
large  capacities. 

During  the  past  year  the  Westinghouse  company  has 
placed  on  the  market  an  entirely  new  line  of  direct  current 
engine-driven  generators.  These  generators  possess  many 
unique  and  desirable  features.  The  line  is  of  the  comrau- 
tating  construction  and  ranges  in  size  from  25  kw.  to  ±000 
kw.  The  smaller  generators  are  standard  for  125  and 
250  volts  only,  while  the  larger  ones  are  for  250  and  600 
volts.  The  frames  of  these  generators  are  of  cast  steel  and 
the  ventilattion  has  been  very  carefully  worked  out  with  ex- 
ceedingly satisfactory  results.  In  actual  operation,  they  op- 
erate at  low  temperatures  and,  due  to  the  interpole,  nracti- 
cally  perfect  commutation  is  obtained.  This  is  the  first  com- 
plete line  of  interpole  engine  type  generators  of  all  voltages 
to  be  placed  on  the  mai^et. 

Considerable  progress  has  been  made  in  the  design  of 
rotary  converters  during  the  year,  especially  in  connection 
with  the  design  and  tests  on  rotary  converters  for  high  volt- 
age service.  While  very  few  single  rotary  converters  for 
1200  or  1500  volts  have  been  placed  in  operation  by  any  man- 
ufacturer, there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  ensuing 
year  will  see  a  number  of  properties  where  individual  25- 
cycle  rotary  converters  of  1200  and  1500  volts  direct-cuirent 
are  used  for  transforming  alternating  to  direct  curren;;.  Such 
rotaries  will  undoubtedly  be  of  interpole  design. 

The  continued  growth  of  long  distance  transmission  lines 
with  the  increased  use  of  electric  energy  taken  from  them 
particularly  in  relatively  small  amounts  has  greatly  stimulated 
the  demand  for  outdoor  apparatus  and  to  this  end  the  West- 
inghouse Company  has  been  of  great  service  in  placing  on 
the  market  after  thorough  trial  in  actual  service  on  the  lines 
of  the  Southern  Power  Company,  the  outdoor  type  GA  oil 
circuit-breaker  for  voltages  from  40,000  to  11,000. 

Economy  being  the  watchword  of  the  times,  it  has 
found  expression  in  switchboard  work  and  the  Westinghouse 
company  has  greatly  aided  in  this  direction  by  bringing  out 
the  seven  and  nine-inch  dial  indicating  meters  for  switchboard 
work,  thus  greatly  economizing  space  on  the  board. 

No  sacrifice  has  been  made  in  accuracy,  efficiency  or  ap- 
pearance by  this  new  design,  and  it  enables  considerably 
more  apparatus  to  be  mounted  on  a  given  panel  or  a  smaller 
panel  is  required  for  a  given  lay-out. 

Further  developments  have  been  made  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  induction  meters  by  the  damping  feature  and  securing 
increased  torque  without  increased  weight. 

Additional  development  has  been  made  in  direct  current 
motors  by  use  of  the  simple  air  gap  D'Arsonval  principle. 

To  meet  the  popular  demand  from  central  stations  for  a 


less  expensive  watthour  meter,  the  Westinghouse  Company 
has  placed  on  the  market  this  year  the  type  OA  watthour 
meter  which  fully  meets  this  demand.  This  is  a  less  highly 
finished  meter  than  the  well  known  type  C  and  has  some  of 
its  points  of  refinement  omitted,  but  is  entirely  satisfactory 
for  small  or  medium  sized  loads  and  is  meeting  with  great 
success. 


WESTERN   ELECTRIC  COMPANY. 

During  the  past  year,  the  Western  Electric  Company  has 
contributed  to  the  world  at  large,  its  full  quota  of  new  devel- 
opments in  the  fields  which  have  made  it  universally  famous, 
and,  in  effecting  innumerable  improvements  in  existing  types 
of  apparatus,  has  more  than  kept  abreast  of  the  march  of 
progress.  In  telephone  apparatus  the  most  noteworthy 
achievements  are  in  railway  train  dispatching,  where  the 
Western  Electric  loud  speaking  receiver  has  been  perfected. 
The  "Group"  selector,  has  also  been  introduced  and  placed 
with  a  great  deal  of  success  on  the  lines  of  a  number  of 
railroads.  It  is  designed  so  that  the  dispatcher  by  operating 
his  selector  key  first  picks  out  automatically  a  group  of  five 
selectors  and  then  a  particular  selector  of  the  group.  A  se- 
lectively operated  semaphore  is  another  new  development. 

The  Western  Electric  has  developd  an  application  of  its 
well-known  "Inter-phones"  to  the  needs  of  apartment  houses. 
For  the  suites.  Inter-phones  of  the  flush  or  non-flush,  metal 
or  wooden  types  are  used.  The  line  is  complete,  including 
sets  for  the  vestibules  and  for  the  use  of  janitors  and  trades- 
men. A  new  wooden  type  "Inter-phone"  telephone  set  has 
been  placed  upon  the  market.  Another  development  which 
will  be  of  value  in  Inter-phone  installations  is  the  new  type 
of  cable  terminal  (No.  19)  which  has  recently  been  placed  on 
the  market,  and  is  so  designed  that  all  connections  may  be 
made  by  means  of  a  screw  driver.  A  vacuum  lightning  ar- 
rester, designed  primarily  for  railroad  telephone  equipments, 
has  been  introduced  and  is  meeting  with  much  favor  wher- 
ever used,  on  account  of  its  very  low  maintenance  cost  and 
high  efficiency.  A  new  central  battery  series  telephone  set, 
with  specially  designed  transmitter  and  receiver,  fills  a  long 
felt  want  for  an  inexpensive  set  to  be  used  on  short  lines 
where,  for  all  practical  purposes  it  will  give  as  good  service 
as  a  set  with  an  induction  coil.  The  set  may  be  used  inter- 
changeably with  regular  common  battery  sets  on  all  common 
battery  lines. 

Unit  type  distributing  frames  for  common  battery  mul- 
tiple switchboard  installations  have  been  developed.  These 
may  be  added  to  as  the  need  for  additional  equipment  becomes 
apparent  and  they  are  so  designed  that  a  considerable  saving 
is  effected  in  cabling. 

Other  developments  of  equal  importance  are  switchboard 
lamps  having  the  end  of  the  glass  bulb  made  into  a  lens  to 
intensify  the  light;  a  new  and  improved  tinsel  cord  developed 
after  considerable  research  work,  having  a  longer  life  and 
making  for  better  transmission  than  any  heretofore  devel- 
oped; and  new  switchboard  keys  to  be  used  in  connection 
with  harmonic  ringing  systems.  The  latter  are  very  com- 
pact in  construction  and  have  a  locking  feature  showing  which 
ringing  button  was  used  last. 


The  Pelton  Water  Wheel  Company  has  been  awarded  the 
contract  for  the  complete  hydraulic  equipment  of  the  hydro- 
electric power  plant  at  the  Gatun  locks  of  the  Panama  Canal. 
This  comprises  three  3600  h.p.  vertical  shaft  Pelton-Francls 
water  wheels  to  operate  at  250  r.p.m.  under  75  ft.  head.  The 
wheels  will  be  direct  connected  to  General  Electric  gener- 
ators and  regulation  will  be  accomplished  by  means  of  Pelton 
oil  pressure  governors.  The  contract  also  calls  for  300  ft. 
of  pipe  line  for  each  unit,  the  pipe  being  10  ft.  6  in.  in 
diameter. 
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INCORPORATIONS. 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL. — California-Oregon  Power  Com- 
pany, San  Francisco,  $10,000,000,  shares  $100  each,  subscribed 
$500,  by  A.  L.  Whittle  of  Mill  Valley,  E.  Schwab  of  Hohfeld, 
J.  F.  Shuman  and  F.  H.  Lorigan. 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL.— The  Thermo  Electric  Com- 
pany, San  Francisco,  $50,000,  shares  $10  each;  subscribed 
$50,  by  F.  C.  Morgan,  T.  S.  Crellin,  M.  H.  Shoeberg,  G.  T. 
Marsh  and  E.  M.  Mason,  1  share  each. 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL. — Northern  Power  &  Water  Com- 
pany, San  Francisco,  $25,000,000,  shares  $100  each,  subscribed 
$900,  by  C.  W.  Willard,  F.  E.  Boland,  H.  L.  Atkinson,  J.  B. 
McKeon,  T.  A.  Allan,  S.  I.  Langmaid,  J.  F.  Cassell,  P.  J.  Mul- 
ler,  A.  C.  Greene. 

SACRAMENTO,  CAL. — ^Articles  of  incorporation  have 
been  filed  by  the  Yolo  Water  &  Power  Company,  a  $10,000,000 
concern  formed  by  Oakland  men.  The  incorporators  are 
Leon  M.  Gove,  H.  L.  Breed,  Chas.  Gross,  J.  E.  Bowes,  and 
H.  S.  Hamilton,  all  of  whom  have  invested  $500  of  the  $2500 
of  paid  up  capital. 

BOISE,  IDAHO.— The  Southern  Idaho  Light,  Heat  & 
Power  Company  has  been  incorporated  with  a  capitalization 
of  $20,000,000.  William  Mainland  is  president,  and  O.  G. 
Markhus,  resident  agent.  It  is  thought  that  the  new  corpoi'a- 
tion  will  become  a  holding  company  for  all  power  and 
electric  companies  in  this  part  of  the  State. 


TRANSMISSION. 

THE  DALLES,  ORE. — The  Pacific  Power  &  Light  Com- 
pany has  been  granted  a  franchise  to  maintain  an  electric 
light   and   power   system   here. 

HOXEE  CITY,  WASH.— Officers  of  the  Hoxee  City  Com- 
mercial Club  have  signed  a  contract  with  the  Pacific  Power 
&  Light  Company,  for  power  and  lights. 

WASHOUGAL,  WASH.— The  Northwestern  Electric  Com- 
pany has  been  granted  the  right  to  operate  an  electric  light 
and  power  system  in  Washougal,  Clarke  County. 

VANCOUVER,  WASH.— Surveyors  are  locating  the  right- 
of-way  for  the  new  electric  line  to  run  from  Washougal  and 
White  Salmon.  The  line  is  to  be  in  operation  within  two 
years. 

VERNON,  B.  C— Rights  have  been  secured  by  the  C. 
P.  R.  to  develop  hydroelectric  power  on  the  Adams  River.  It 
is  expected  that  100,000  horsepower  will  be  eventually  de- 
veloped. 

DAYTON,  WASH.— The  Pacific  Power  &  Light  Company 
has  applied  to  the  county  commissioners  of  Columbia  county 
for  permission  to  operate  power  and  light  lines  through  the 
county. 

LOS  ANGELES,  CAL.— City  Electrician  Monahan  nas 
recommended  that  poles  and  wires  be  placed  underground 
on  over  3%  miles  of  street,  in  addition  to  the  present  con- 
duit district. 

VICTORIA,  B.  C— The  Wellington  Colliery  Company  has 
secured  a  government  permit  for  the  construction  of  a  power 
and  impounding  dam  on  the  Punt  Ledge  River,  near  the  out- 
let of  Comox  lake. 

BAKER,  ORE.— The  Central  Oregon  Power  &  Irrigation 
Company,  which  is  planning  to  irrigate  40,000  acres  in  Har- 
ney County  by  pumping  water  from  Malheur  Lake,  has  elected 
the  following  officers:  President,  W.  A.  Pope;  Vice-President, 
S.  S.  Start;  Secretary-Auditor,  C.  T.  Godwin;  Treasurer,  Mrs. 
Blanche  Rhinehart;  Directors,  W.  A.  Pope,  W.  C,  Parish  and 


S.  S.  Start,  all  from  Baker,  except  Parish,  who  is  engineer 
for  the  Pacific  Electric  &  Power  Company,  of  Walla  Walla. 

MARTINEZ,  CAL. — The  Great  Western  Power  Company 
which  has  entered  the  Contra  Costa  field  in  competition  with 
the  Pacific  Gas  &  Electric  Company,  will  extend  its  lines 
across  the  Straits  at  Carquinez  in  the  near  future. 

MYRTLE  POINT,  ORE.— It  is  understood  that  a  syadi- 
cate  is  in  process  of  organization  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
veloping power  on  the  south  fork  of  the  Cociuille.  The  gen- 
erator is  to  be  located  about  30  miles  from  this  place. 

CAMAS,  WASH. — A  franchise  has  been  granted  to  the 
Northwestern  Electric  Company  to  furnish  light  and  power 
to  the  town.  The  power  will  also  be  furnished  to  the  paper 
mill.  A  big  dam  on  the  White  Salmon  River  will  develop 
10,000  horsepower  for  the  new  company. 

CHEHALIS,  WASH.— Acting  upon  the  request  of  ihe 
Washington-Oregon  Corporation  for  a  fifty-year  franchise  to 
furnish  light  and  power  to  the  town  of  Adna,  the  county  com- 
missioners have  made  the  following  proposition  to  the  com- 
pany: A  ten-year  franchise  will  be  granted  to  furnish  light 
and  power  to  Adna,  providing  the  corporation  will  furnish 
and  maintain  four  sixty-watt  tungsten  lights  for  the  county, 
two  to  be  placed  on  the  bridge  at  Adna  over  the  Chehaiis 
River,  one  at  each  end  and  two  between  the  bridge  and  the 
railway  station. 

PORTLAND,  ORE.— A  temporary  injunction  has  been 
granted  in  the  United  States  Circuit  Court  by  Judge  Bean 
against  the  Hydroelectric  Company,  of  Hood  River,  to  re- 
strain it  from  interfering  with  the  electric  wires  of  the  Pacific 
Power  &  Light  Company,  near  that  city.  The  Hydroelectric 
Company  was  organized  at  Hood  River  to  furnish  that  city 
and  The  Dalles  with  electric  lights  jand  power.  To  accom- 
plish this  the  company  built  a  dam  across  the  river  four 
and  one-half  miles  south  of  Hood  River,  with  which  it  gener- 
ates its  power.  Leading  thence  and  along  the  county  road 
it  has  erected  poles  and  stretched  wires  parallel  to  and  at 
times  crossing  those  of  the  Pacific  Light  &  Power  Company 
to  the  detriment  of  the  latter's  business,  it  is  charged,  oy 
causing  short  circuits. 


ILLUMINATION. 

ROSEVILLE,  CAL. — Sealed  bids  will  be  received  by  the 
Board  of  City  Trustees  up  to  7:30  p.  m.,  January  8th,  1912, 
for  the  furnishing  and  supplying  of  such  electric  energy  as 
may  be  required  by  the  city  of  Roseville  for  the  period  of 
5  years.  Said  electric  energy  to  be  three-phase  sixty  cycle, 
and  approximately  2300  volts  pressure. 

PORTERVILLE,  i^AL. — Attorneys  representing  the  Tu- 
lare County  Power  Company,  the  newly  organized  co-opera- 
tive concern  which  is  being  financed  by  the  ranchers  of  tliis 
district,  have  applied  to  the  City  Council  for  a  50-year  fran- 
chise which  will  give  to  the  company  use  of  the  city  streets 
and  alleys  for  all  necessary  construction  for  the  distribution 
of   electrical   energy. 

RENO,  NEVADA. — The  work  of  building  the  new  power 
plant  on  the  Truckee  River,  seven  miles  east  of  Reno,  is 
soon  to  commence.  The  ditches  to  supply  this  plant  have 
already  been  surveyed  and  partly  completed.  This  plant  is 
to  be  owned  by  the  Nevada  Valley  Power  Company,  which 
now  has  a  monopoly  on  the  power  and  electric  lighting  busi- 
ness of  this  portion  of  the  State. 

SACRAMENTO,  CAL.— Approximately  $2500  was  saved 
to    the    State   by    the    State   Board    of    Control    in   awarding 
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three  contracts  for  electric  light  globes  for  the  State  insti- 
tutions. The  contracts  combined  call  for  the  purchase  of 
approximately  $10,000  worth  of  bulbs  during  the  coming 
year.  The  General  Electric  Company,  the  Pacific  States  Elec- 
tric Company,  and  the  Pacific  Gas  &  Electric  Company  were 
the  successful  bidders. 

PALO  ALTO,  CAL.— Charging  that  the  Pacific  Gas  & 
Electric  Company  is  operating  without  a  franchise,  the  Board 
of  Public  Works  has  adopted  a  resolution  calling  the  com- 
pany to  account,  and  recommending  that  the  City  Council 
take  ouster  proceedings.  It  is  alleged  that  the  lighting  com- 
pany received  a  permit  to  do  business  in  the  city  in  1896  for 
a  term  of  23  months,  and  that  permission  has  never  been 
extended  in  its  case. 


TRANSPORTATION. 

CALDWELL,  IDAHO. — Construction  on  the  Caldwell- 
Nampa  Electric  Railway  has  been  begun.  It  is  expected  that 
cars  will  be  running  in  60  days. 

BOISE,  IDAHO. — The  Boise  railroad  will  ask  for  a  right- 
of-way  through  the  streets  of  South  Boise  for  the  purpose 
of  opening  up  an  interurban  line  between  Boise  and  Beaver 
Dam. 

LOS  ANGELES,  CAL.— The  Pacific  Electric  Company  has 
been  granted  the  right  to  electrize  the  old  Santa  Monica  air 
line,  thus  providing  new  car  service  to  the  western  beaches 
and  crosstown  to  the  rapidly  growing  districts. 

BELLINGHAM,  WASH.— The  franchise  of  the  Nooksack 
Valley  Traction  Company  has  been  extended,  permitting  ^he 
company  to  defer  the  beginning  of  actual  construction  until 
October  1,  1912.  The  road  must  be  completed  not  later 
than  October  12,  1914. 

RIALTO,  CAL. — The  Crestmore  officials  who  own  the 
trolley  line  operating  between  Riverside,  Crestmore  hcai 
Bloomington,  have  purchased  ten  acres  at  the  Bloomington 
end  of  the  line,  thus  clearing  the  way  for  the  building  of  a 
trolley  line  into  Rialto  from  Bloomington.  Work  on  the 
line  will  be  rushed. 

MARYSVILLE,  CAL. — With  the  filing  of  a  deed  of  trust 
from  the  Marysville-Colusa  Railroad  Company  to  the  Mercan- 
tile Trust  Company  of  San  Francisco  to  secure  a  bonded  in- 
debtedness of  $1,000,000  comes  the  report  that  the  construc- 
tion of  the  electric  railroad  between  the  two  cities  will  be 
commenced  at  once. 

BERKELEY,  CAL. — The  next  step  to  be  taken  by  che 
Southern  Pacific  Company  will  be  the  changing  of  the  West 
Berkeley  line  into  a  through  electric  system  to  connect 
directly  with  the  boats  for  San  Francisco  at  the  Oakland 
Pier.  This  line  will  cost  in  the  neighborhood  of  $500,000  oud 
will  mean  the  building  of  three  new  power  stations. 

PORTLAND,  ORE. — Complying  with  the  recent  order  of 
the  State  Railroad  Commission,  the  Portland  Railway,  Light 
&  Power  Company  has  announced  its  intention  to  establisn 
a  5-cent  fare  between  Portland  and  Hendee,  Ardgour,  Lam- 
bert and  Knights,  on  the  Oregon  City  division  of  the  Oregon 
Water  Power  line,  beginning  Friday.  These  were  the  sta- 
tions to  which  the  company  wanted  to  maintain  a  10-cent  rate 
after  the  Commission  had  ordered  a  reduction.  The  matter 
will  be  finally  settled,  in  all  probability,  in  accordance  with 
the  findings  in  the  Milwaukee  case  now  pending  before  the 
U.   S.   Supreme   Court. 

LOS  ANGELES,  CAL. — Rerouting  the  street  car  lines  of 
Los  Angeles  to  relieve  the  congestion  that  has  made  trans- 
portation in  the  rush  hours  dilatory,  was  begun  Sunday,  when 
three  changes  were  established.  In  a  few  weeks,  or  as  soon 
as  the  company  can  obtain  the  tracks  for  the  purpose,  six 
other  lines  will  be  changed,  according  to  the  plans 
outlined     last     week     by     the     Board     of     Public     Utili- 


ties and  which  that  board  approved  in  full.  The  plans 
have  been  in  the  process  of  making  for  eleven  months. 
The  three  lines  changed  are:  Washington  street  and  Mapl3 
avenue  lines,  which  will  be  joined  and  pass  from  their  present 
routes  across  Fifth  street,  between  Maple  avenue  and  Olive 
streets.  West  Ninth  street  and  Brooklyn  avenue  lines  which 
will  be  operated  by  way  of  Spring  street,  North  Main  street 
and  Macy  streets.  West  Eleventh  street  line,  which  will  be 
operated  on  Broadway  street  to  Second  street  and  across 
that  street  to  the  Santa  Fe  station.  By  these  changes,  a.ad 
the  six  others  approved,  the  street  car  company  will  be  per- 
mitted to  reduce  the  number  of  cars  on  curves  from  2586 
daily  to  1900  and  also  to  eliminate  thirty  curves  in  the  con- 
gested region.  When  all  these  changes  are  brought  about 
it  is  believed  the  transportation  problem  will  be  as  far  ad- 
vanced toward  quick  facilities  as  it  can  be  without  the  diver- 
sion of  the  interurban  traffic  to  San  Pedro  street,  which  is 
possible  within  a  year  . 


TELEPHONE    AND    TELEGRAPH. 
SITHERLIN,  ORE.— M.  A.  Ralston  and  E.  Wickizor  have 
been  granted  a  telephone  franchise  in  this  city. 

NEVADA  CITY,  CAL.— The  Tahoe  national  forest  is  to 
have  a  private  telephone  line  between  Nevada  City  and  North 
Bloomfield. 

LOS  ANGELES,  CAL. — It  is  reported  that  an  agreement 
or  possible  merger  will  soon  be  effected  here  between  vhe 
Home  Telephone  Company  and  the  Postal  Telegraph  Com- 
pany. 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL.— The  permit  to  allow  a  mer.?er 
of  the  Home  and  Pacific  States  Telephone  Companies  is  on 
the  shoal  of  municipal  ownership,  and  has  been  dropped  in- 
definitely by  the  Board  of  Supervisors. 

RICHMOND,  CAL. — A  representative  of  the  Pacific  States 
Tel.  &  Tel.  Company  was  in  this  city  and  with  Manager  Cal- 
vert of  the  local  system  talked  over  the  advisability  of  ex- 
tending the  main  distributing  line.  It  is  planned  to  put  in  a 
distributing  line  for  the  accommodation  of  about  4000  tele- 
phones within  the  coming  year. 

SANTA  ANA,  CAL. — Legal  demand  has  been  made  on 
the  Pacific  Telephone  &  Telegraph  Company  that  it  take 
out  a  franchise  if  it  wished  to  continue  doing  business  here. 
The  demand  was  made  on  the  local  agent  here,  and  will 
be  referred  to  the  main  offices.  This  action  by  the  City 
Attorney  follows  a  court  decision  rendered  in  favor  of  P.as- 
adena  whereby  the  telephone  company  was  compelled  to  take 
out  a  franchise  in  that  city. 

LOS  ANGELES,  CAL.— The  expected  suit  of  the  Home 
Telephone  &  Telegraph  Company  against  the  city  of  Los 
Angeles,  to  prevent  the  enforcement  of  the  rates  provided 
for  by  the  resolution  of  the  Council  adopted  July  28,  1911, 
was  filed  in  the  United  States  Circuit  Court  last  week,  tt  is 
claimed  that  the  schedule  of  rates  is  much  lower  than  the 
rates  prescribed  by  the  resolution  of  the  Board  of  Utilities. 
It  is  further  set  out  that,  prior  to  the  adoption  of  the  resolu- 
tion by  the  Board  of  Utilities,  there  was  submitted  a  state- 
ment setting  forth  an  estimate  of  the  value  of  the  physical 
properties  of  the  Home  Company  (exclusive  of  working  cap- 
ital), and  that  the  total  was  $5,764,545.59;  that  the  coraplaiu- 
ant,  finding  itself  compelled  to  seek  relief  through  judicial 
proceedings  against  the  rates  prescribed  by  the  ordinance, 
caused  a  new  inventory  and  appraisement  to  be  made  i  f 
the  property  when  the  total  reached  $6,926,457.55.  It  is  fur- 
ther alleged  that  the  total  gross  ea-nings  for  the  operation 
of  the  system  amounted  to  $1,192,622.89;  expenses,  $1,153,- 
849.69;  total  expenses  outside  of  the  city,  $13,056.82;  net  re- 
turns on  the  investment  amounting  to  .5597  of  1  per  cert, 
which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  complaipants,  is  too  small  for  the 
investment. 
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Aluminum  Company  of  America 

American  Bridge  Company 

Benjamin   Electric    Manufacturing   Company 

Blake  Signal  &  Manufacturing  Company 

Bonestell   &  Company 13 

Bridgeport  Brass  Company 4 

Brill  Company,  The  J.  G 4 

Brilliant    Electric    Company 

Brooks-Follis  Electric  Corporation 

Buckeye  Electric  Company,  The 

Century  Electric  Company 15 

Colonial  Electric  Company 

Colonial  Electrical  Agency  Company 

Crocker- Wheeler  Company  . ; 5 

D.  &  W.  Fuse  Company 

Dearborn  Drug  &  Chemical  Works 15 

Duncan  Electric  Manufacturing  Company   5 

Economy   Electric    Company 

Electric  Storage  Battery  Company 

Electrical  Engineers'  Equipment  Company 1 

Pamsworth  Electrical  Works   

Farrar  &  Company,  J.  C 19 

Fort  Wayne  Electric  Works 

Fostoria  Incandescent  Lamp  Co 

General  Electric  Company 14 

Gould  Storage  Battery  Company 

Habirshaw    Wire    Company 

Hammel  Oil  Burner  Company 

Hemingray  Glass  Company 15 

Hitchcock  Military  Academy 5 

Holophane  Company  

Home  Telephone  Company 

Hughes  &  Company,  B.  C 15 


Hunt,  Mirk  &  Company 

Indiana  Rubber  &  Insulated  Wire  Co 

Johns-Manville   Co.,   H.   W 5 

Kellogg  Switchboard  &  Supply  Co 2 

Kelman   Electric   &   Manufacturing   Co 4 

Klein  &  Sons,  Mathias 5 

Leahy  Manufacturing  Co. 

Locke  Insulator  Manufacturing  Co 4 

McGlauflin  Manufacturing  Co. 

Moore  &  Co.,  Engineers,  Chas.  C 

Multiple  Arch  Hydraulic  Construction  Company,  Ltd 

National  Metal   Molding  Company 16 

New  York  Insulated  Wire  Company. 

Ohio  Brass  Company ." 15 

Okonite  Company    16 

Pacific  Gas  &  Electric  Company 13 

Pelton  Water  Wheel  Company 13 

Pierson,  Roeding  &  Company 4 

Pittsburg  Piping  &  Equipment  Company 16 

Portland  Wood  Pipe  Company 5 

Safety  Insulated  Wire  and  Cable  Co 16 

Schaw-Batcher  Company  Pipe  Works,  The  

Southern  Pacific  Company 15 

Sprague  Electric  Works 15 

Standard  Electrical  Manufacturing  Company 

Standard  Underground  Cable  Company 16 

Tracy  Engineering  Company 

Thomas  &  Company,  R 

Western  Electric   Company 3 

Westlnghouse    Machine    Company 

Westlnghouse  Electric  &  Manufacturing  Co 6 

Weston  Electrical  Instrument  Company 3 

Wilbur,  G.  A 5 


DAY    LETTER 


Perm  2B<!0  P 


THE   WESTERN    UNION   TELEGRAPH    COMPANY 


tnuORPORATEO 


25,000  OFFICES  IN  AMERICA, 


CABLE  SERVICE  TO  ALL  THE  W6RLD 


ThlsConiM»nr  TRANSMIT*  mid  i5kUVKIIS  mo«s.ic«6  wily  on  c(»n-lit»o«w  liiuitiiur  its  liability,  which  have  been  *fi*cnt til  to  by  ftieswirter  of  Llio  folloirlue-  I>ar  K^tt«>r. 

fcrrora  aui  Uc  t-iiard'-il  ■trsmflt  unJy  hy  i-ci-calUir  a  niCK!*«ct  biu-lc  (o  Uie  irtidlne  sta.U<m  r.*-  CumiMWlKon,  mji!  Uie  Comptuiy  will  m>t  hold  Itself  liable  for  «rrors  or  delays  in 
^^51- rtl!i?''  ""*^'^y,of  l-  "*'*HH-aU»«l  Uay  l^tterti.  ei-otiat  red.Kod  rate-,  beyocd  a  lu^i  eguU  l^.  wn  Liincj  Uic  wnosMt  piud  for  traJismiafllon  ;  nor  in  any  «w«  beyond  th«Fum 
■  ziL"  ^l  '^;  "^  Wf'iirai.on!''*"^  oOj.-jwLsr  statLiJ  beluw.  tXif  mt-Maei*  b«.>  brcn  valued  by  Uit?  swidc*-  Ibiyr-^r,  nor  inaay  CAse  wbeco  Hio  (Jaim  (s  poLpreseo'JCd  in  Vritinc  withm 
eixty  days  a£tw  llio  mPA&iuri-  >..  Utt-a  with  tin-  OiHiif'»ay  l'»r  tran-sniisiiiun.  ■  '  .  **'   "^ 

Tbis  IS  *u  1;NIU:PI!.AT*-:I>  JOAY  t.F.'fyt:K,  utl  U  dNivi-jx-U  by  roqtiBat  of  Elipswider,  under  th"  ccwditiona  named  above. 

THEO.   N.  VAIL.   PRESIOEfiT  BELVIDEHE  BROOKS,   GENERAL  MANAGER 


Received  at        Plne  &  Kontgoicery  Sts.,   San  Pranclwo. 


2395 


al5  HY.T.     30  BLU'E 
179  H3W  To ric, Dec  .15,1911. 

Ralph  L.Phelps, Esq., 

589  Howard   St., 

San  ?rancisco,Cal, 
Accept  congratulation a  fine  appearance  Ruby   Core  announcement 
JOURNAL  TXRCTRICITY.   Authorize  you   to   take  half  page   remaining 
December  issues, one  color,      Leave  details   of  copy   to  your  good 
judgi^ent.     Writing   today 

The  Safety   Insulated  ^ire   and   Catle  Co^ 


3:35  VX. 


r^WBUIW    UIRRAHY 


Journal  of  ELttTRiciir 

POWER  AND  GAS 

Devoted    to   the   Conversion,    Transmission    and    Distribution  of   Energy 

Entered  as  second-class  matter  May  7.  1906.  at  the  Post  Office  at  San  Francisco  Cal..  under  the  act  of  Coneri-ss  March  3.  1879 

VOL.  XXVII  NO.  27  San  Francisco,  December  30.  191 1  Per  Copy,  25  Cents 


PIERSON,  ROEDING  &  CO. 

ELECTRIC  RAILWAY  AND  TRANSMISSION  EQUIPMENT 


A  CORDIAL  GREETING  FOR  THE  NEW  YEAR 


REPRESENTING  FOR  THE  PACIFIC  COAST 

Locke  Insulator  Mfg.  Co.  Aluminum  Co,  of  America 

Electric  Storage  Battery  Co.     Bridgeport  Brass  Co. 
The  J.  G.  Brill  Co.  R.  D.  Nuttall  Co. 

Lombard  Governor  Co.  Kelman  Elec.  &  Mfg.  Co. 

Fibre  Conduit  Co.  Steel  Car  Forge  Co. 

General  Incandescent  Lamp  Co. 


SPECIAL    REPRESENTATIVE 

AMERICAN  BRIDGE  COMPANY  OF  NEW  YORK 

STEEL  TOWERS  AND  POLES 


IN    SAN   FRANCISCO    STOCK 

Porcelain  Insulators  Glass  Insulators 

Iron  and  Wood  Pins  Fibre  Conduit  and  Bends 

"Exlbc"  Batteries  and  Parts     Trolley  Poles  .^ 

MAIN  OFFICE 
1  18-130  NEW  MONTGOMERY  ST.,    SAN   FRANCISCO 

BRANCH    OFFICES 

SEATTLE  PORTLAND  LOS  ANGELES 

523  COLMAN   BLDG.  707  SPALDING  BLDG.  693  PACIFIC  ELECTRIC  BLDG. 


Alpliahelii-nl     Inilcx     to     Advertineri.,     I'aBe    8.  Where    t«    Buy    II    lu    the    Went.    Pniceii    9.10.12. 


JOURNAL    OF    ELECTRICITY,    POWER    AND    GAS 


. 


REMOVAL  NOTICE 


THE 

SAN  FRANCISCO  OFFICES 

OF  THE 

General  Electric  Company 

WILL  BE  LOCATED 
IN  THE 

RIALTO  BUILDING 

NEW  MONTGOMERY  AND  MISSION  STS. 

JANUARY  1,   1912 


Journal  of  Electricity 

POWER  AND  GAS 

Devoted  to  the  ConTersion,  Trsmsmission  and  Distribution  of  Energy 

Ifl 

Volume  XXVII 


SAN  FRANCISCO,  DECEMBER  30,   1911 


Number  27 


[  Copyright  1911  by  Technical  Publishing  Company  ] 


STORAGE  BATTERY  FOR  GOLDFIELD  MINES 


The  Goldfield  Consolidated  Mines  Company  of 
Goldfield,  Nevada,  has  had  some  unique  problems  to 
deal  with  in  the  handling  of  their  power  demands,  due 
to  isolated  location,  peculiar  conditions  of  load  and 
a  number  of  other  interesting  factors  to  contend  with. 

Since  the  formation  of  the  Goldfield  Consolidated 
Mines  Company,  which  took  over  the  holdings  and 


gregate  load,  as  well  as  that  on  each  feeder,  is  meas- 
ured and  controlled.  Power  is  received  at  this  sub- 
station at  6600  volts,  3  phase,  60  cycles,  and  redistrib- 
uted without  transformation,  except  for  a  small  part 
which  is  used  for  the  compressor  station  at  440  volts. 
This  compressor  plant  formerly  carried  the  two  princi- 
pal mine  hoists,  which  were  driven  by  air.     At  that 


Fig.  1.     Battery  Room  at  Goldfield  Cons.  Mine. 


workings  of  a  number  of  smaller  companies  at  Gold- 
field,  Nevada,  it  has  been  the  aim  of  the  management 
to  make  use  of  the  most  improved  methods  of  mining 
and  milling.  The  new  "million  dollar,"  100  stamp,  cy- 
anide mill  with  electric  drive  throughout,  has  a  record 
for  economical  production  that  is  truly  remarkable, 
considering  its  location  in  what  is  practically  a  desert 
country.  Scarcity  of  water,  as  well  as  the  high  cost 
of  fuel,  make  the  use  of  water  power  from  the  distant 
mountains  almost  imperative.  Power  for  the  new 
mill  and  for  the  mines  and  various  other  properties  of 
the  company  is  supplied  from  a  central  distributing 
substation  belonging  to  the  company,  where  the  ag- 


time  the  average  load  on  the  substation  was  about 
1400  kw.,  with  a  good  load  factor,  about  80  per  cent. 
Power  is  obtained  from  the  transmission  lines  of  the 
Nevada— California  Power  Company  on  a  straight 
maximum  demand  basis,  and,  consequently,  it  is  de- 
sirable on  the  part  of  the  mining  company  to  main- 
tain a  high  load  factor,  and  it  is  imperative  also,  on 
account  of  the  characteristics  of  the  system,  to  main- 
tain a  fairly  steady  load. 

The  Nevada-California  Power  Company  operates 
a  duplicate  transmission  line  from  a  series  of  hydro- 
electric stations  on  Bishop  Creek,  California,  about 
100  miles  distant  from  Goldfield.    The  diagram.  Fig.  2, 
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shows  the  general  arrangement  of  the  transmission 
system.  The  total  average  load  is  under  8,000  kw. 
With  this  comparatively  light  load  on  so  long  a  trans- 
mission line,  and  with  a  potential  of  60,000  volts  and 
60  cycles,  the  line  characteristics  are  such  that  com- 
paratively small  changes  of  load  will  cause  consider- 
able variation  of  voltage  at  the  receiving  end,  and 
violent  fluctuations  of  load  are  liable  to  set  up  power 
surges. 

During  the  summer  months  there  are  frequent 
and  violent  thunder  storms  in  the  mountains  crossed 
by  the  lines  and,  although  damage  is  prevented  by  the 
lightning  arresters,  occasional  opening  of  the  circuit 
breakers  is  unavoidable  with  consequent  troublesome 
shut-downs  of  short  duration. 

As  above  mentioned,  the  two  principal  hoists 
were  originally  installed  with  air  drive.  The  air  was 
supplied  by  two  electrically  driven  compressors,  and. 


mentary  fluctuations;  (2)  to  improve  the  all  day  load 
factor;  (3)  to  furnish  current  for  emergency  in  case 
of  failure  of  the  power  supply. 

The  scheme  is  shown  in  the  simplified  wiring 
diagram,  Fig.  3.  A  synchronous  motor  generator  set 
of  400  k.v.a.  rated  capacity,  wound  for  6600  volts,  floats 
directly  across  the  a.c.  bus  bars,  and  a  storage  battery 
of  120  cells  of  chloride  accumulator,  Type  G-35,  floats 
across  the  brushes  of  the  d.c.  machine.  Regulation  is 
effected  by  means  of  a  special  winding  on  the  field  of 
the  d.c.  machine,  supplied  by  a  special  induction  motor 
driven  exciter.  The  field  of  this  exciter  is  in  turn 
controlled  by  the  carbon  regulator,  which  is  equipped 
with  a  watt  solenoid,  connected  in  the  incoming  sup- 
ply line.  When  the  battery  is  floating,  the  special  ex- 
citer is  at  zero  voltage;  but  it  will  be  seen  that  any 
change  of  power  in  the  incoming  line  will  result  in  an 
immediate  rush  of  current  in  the  special  field  winding 


MILLE/JS 


tNcvnmC  Lin£ 


"?    ^9 


'e.  R.  A  t. 

Ov£Jfu3»0    AND 


■pOW£,a    HOUSE. 


^ 


UtAm    Bui   BAIfS 


r/tirr^a  sv  * 


EMcntiCNcr  BOS 


C/tHBDH  necuLATSK 


TRANSMISSION     SrST^M    Or     THE. 
NEVAOfl  -  CPILIFOHW/i     "POWER    CS 


Fig.    2. 


Transmission   System  of  Nevada-California 
Power   Company. 


although  these  machines  were  efficient  in  themselves, 
the  energy  efficiency  of  the  entire  system,  in  com- 
parison with  direct  electric  drive,  was  necessarily  very 
low.  This  wasteful  method  was  thought  to  be  justi- 
fied at  the  time  by  the  terms  of  the  power  contract 
and  the  necessity  of  preventing  sharp  fluctuations  in 
the  load,  such  as  would  be  caused  by  the  direct  appli- 
cation of  large  induction  motors  to  the  hoists. 

Afterward,  when  the  demand  for  air  for  drilling 
had  increased  until  the  capacity  of  the  compressors 
was  insufficient  for  both  purposes,  the  question  of  the 
best  system  of  hoisting  came  up  again.  Direct  electric 
drive  was  desired  on  account  of  efficiency,  reliability, 
convenience  and  ease  of  control ;  but  this  was  out  of 
the  question  without  some  means  of  taking  care  of  the 
resulting  fluctuations.  Two  methods  were  considered 
— fly  wheel  sets  and  a  storage  battery.  The  relative 
advantages  of  these  systems,  together  with  those  of 
the  air  system  already  in  use,  were  investigated  thor- 
oughly by  L.  T.  Merwin,  the  electrical  engineer  of  the 
company,  and  the  storage  battery  finally  decided  upon. 
It  was  also  decided,  for  practical  reasons,  to  use  induc- 
tion motors  on  the  hoists  instead  of  direct  current 
motors;  consequently  the  entire  load  is  a.c.  The  pur- 
pose of  the  battery  is  threefold:   (1)   to  absorb  mo- 


Simplifled  Wiring  Diagram. 


of  the  d.c.  machine,  causing  the  battery  to  charge 
or  discharge,  as  the  case  may  be,  to  correct  such 
change.  On  account  of  the  extremely  short  time  ele- 
ment of  the  carbon  regulator,  the  correction  is  made 
so  quickly  that  the  resulting  load  on  the  incoming 
line,  as  shown  on  the  graphic  wattmeter  chart,  Fig. 
5,  may  be  made  practically  a  straight  line.  The  effect 
of  the  regulation  is  seen  very  clearly  by  comparing 
the  two  charts.  Fig.  4  and  Fig.  5,  taken  simultane- 
ously, one  on  the  incoming  supply  line  and  the  other 
on  the  combined  outgoing  feeders.  The  main  field  of 
the  d.c.  machine  is  self  excited  and  is  therefore  weak- 
ened on  battery  discharge  and  strengthened  on  charge, 
which  action  assists  the  special  field  winding. 

Excitation  for  the  synchronous  machine  is  fur- 
nished by  means  of  a  second  exciter,  mounted  on  the 
motor  generator  shaft.  A  Tirrill  regulator  is  con- 
nected to  the  latter  for  the  purpose  of  regulating  the 
voltage  of  the  incoming  supply  line  by  forcing  the 
synchronous  machine,  within  its  capacity,  to  take  lag- 
ging or  leading  current  as  may  be  required.  The  lag- 
ging components  of  starting  current  from  the  induc- 
tion motor  hoists  are  fully  equal  to  the  energy  com- 
ponents and  more  seriously  disturb  the  voltage.  These 
lagging  components  are  largely  absorbed  by  the  syn- 
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Fig,   4.     Meter  Record  of  Incoming  Supply. 
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Fig.  5.     Meter  Record  of  Outgoing  Feeders. 
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Fig.    6.     Motor-Generator    Set. 


Fig.  7.      Battery  Switchboard. 
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Fig.    9.     Average    Daily    Load    Curve. 


Fig.    8.     Power    House. 
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chronous  machine,  while  the  energy  components  pass 
through  to  the  battery. 

The  circuit  breaker  in  the  incoming  supply  line 
is  equipped  with  time  limit  relays,  both  overload  and 
reverse  current,  and  is  interlocked  with  the  circuit 
breaker  in  the  main  bus  bars,  so  that  the  battery  appa- 
ratus is  immediately  isolated  in  case  of  failure  of  the 
power  supply.  The  motor  generator  set,  however, 
being  still  connected  to  the  battery,  remains  in  opera- 
tion at  approximately  normal  speed,  and  the  emer- 
gency bus  bars  remain  connected  to  its  a.c.  side. 
Whenever  the  main  circuit  breaker  opens,  it  is  evi- 
dent that  the  carbon  regulator  must  be  cut  out  simul- 
taneously, otherwise  its  action  would  at  once  tend  to 
strengthen  the  field  of  the  d.c.  machine,  causing  the 
set  to  slow  down.  To  prevent  this,  a  small  auxiliary 
switch  in  the  carbon  regulator  circuit  is  attached  to 
the  main  circuit  breaker  and  opened  at  the  same  time. 
As  soon  as  power  comes  on,  the  set  is  resynchronized 
without  any  interruption  to  service  on  those  feeders 
which  were  connected  to  the  emergency  bus  bars.  For 
'  convenience  and  additional  reliability,  the  main  bus 
bars  are  all  in  duplicate,  not  shown  in  the  diagram. 

Graphic  recording  wattmeters,  one  on  either  side 
of  the  synchronous  machine,  show  the  regulated  and 
unregulated  load  curves.  Fig.  4  and  Fig.  5  are  sample 
records  from  these  meters. 

A  photograph  of  the  motor  generator  set  is  shown 
in  Fig.  6.  The  d.c.  machine  is  rated  as  follows :  1360 
amperes  output  continuously  at  250  volts,  with  fre- 
quent momentary  inputs  of  2720  amperes  at  200  volts. 

The  battery  switchboard  is  shown  in  Fig.  7.  The 
reinforced  concrete  building,  which  houses  the  entire 
installation,  is  shown  in  Fig.  8,  and  the  battery  room 
interior  in  Fig.  1.  The  battery,  consisting  of  120  cells, 
each  containing  35  plates,  known  as  Type  G,  has  a 
rated  capacity  of  1360  amperes  for  one  hour,  2720  am- 
peres for  20  minutes,  or  4000  amperes  momentarily. 
This  latter  rate  exceeds  the  capacity  of  the  motor 
generator,  provision  being  thus  made  for  the  contem- 
plated addition  of  a  250  volt  d.c.  ore  haulage  system, 
taking  current  directly  from  the  battery.  At  present, 
the  momentary  fluctuations  in  the  total  demand  amount 
to  400  or  500  kw.,  as  shown  on  the  graphic  wattmeter 
chart.  Fig.  4.  These  fluctuations  are  the  result  of  the 
combined  loads  of  several  smaller  hoists  in  addition 
to  the  two  above  mentioned.  Following  is  a  list  of 
the  present  hoist  motors,  all  of  the  induction  type, 
with  secondary  control : 

1  250  h.p. 
1  150  h.p. 
1  75  h.p. 
3    50  h.p. 


Total,  625  h.p. 

The  size  of  the  battery  was  determined  by  the 
kilowatt  hour  capacity  desired  rather  than  by  the 
monetary  discharge  rates.  This  is  shown  in  Fig.  9, 
which  is  a  fair  sample  of  an  all  day  average  load  curve! 
The  full  line  represents  the  half  hourly  average  as 
taken  from  the  graphic  wattmeter  chart  for  February 
26,  1910,  and  the  dotted  line  represents  the  corres- 
ponding estimated  future  load.    The  cross-hatched  por- 


tion represents  the  battery  discharge  in  kilowatt  hours 
necessary  to  obtain  the  best  practicable  load  factor^ 
An  indication  of  the  work  done  by  the  battery  in  car- 
rying peak  loads  of  this  character  may  be  obtained 
from  the  specific  gravity  chart,  Fig.  10.  Owing  to 
the  high  rate  discharges  frequently  required  from  the 
battery,  its  full  8  hour  capacity  is  not  ordinarily  taken 
out.  The  available  capacity  for  peak  work  is  about 
250  kilowatt  hours,  delivered  on  the  a.c.  side. 
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Fig-.    10.     Specific  Gravity   Chart. 

On  account  of  the  maximum  demand  feature  of 
the  power  contract,  it  is  estimated  that  this  installa- 
tion will  pay  for  itself  in  about  two  years  by  the  sav- 
ing effected  in  the  power  bills,  without  considering 
the  advantages  of  direct  driven  electric  hoists,  of  im- 
proved voltage  regulation  and  of  emergency  service. 
Regardless  of  the  power  contract,  even  if  the  power 
company  and  the  mining  company  were  the  same,  the 
advantages  of  this  installation,  in  improved  service, 
would  amply  warrant  the  investment. 

While  similar  systems  have  been  applied  else- 
where, as  in  the  regulation  of  single  phase  railway 
loads,  in  iron  and  steel  mills,  etc.,  this  is  a  pioneer  in- 
stallation in  mining  work  and  great  credit  is  due  to 
the  Goldfield  Consolidated  Mines  Company,  and  espe- 
cially to  Mr.  J.  R.  Finlay,  general  manager,  whose 
courage  and  foresight  thus  opened  the  way  for  the 
more  extended  application  of  electric  hoisting. 

We  are  indebted  to  the  Electric  Storage  Battery 
Company  of  Philadelphia,  the  manufacturers  of  this 
installation,  for  the  excellent  data  contained  in  this 
article. 


ELECTRICAL  SMELTING  OF  ZINC. 

Elektrotermiska  Aktiebolaget,  whose  works  for 
refining  and  concentrating  zinc  ore  are  at  Trollhattan, 
Sweden,  is  to  increase  its  capital  stock  from  $160,800 
to  $482,400  for  the  purpose  of  extending  its  operations. 
The  production  of  this  company  in  1909  aggregated 
about  850  tons.  The  compan}'  has  contracted  with 
the  board  of  water  power  managers  for  10,000  electrical 
horsepower  per  annum  for  the  years  1912,  1913,  and 
1914  at  a  price  of  $8.87  per  horsepower  per  year.  This 
10,000  horsepower  is  in  addition  to  the  7000  per  year 
that  the  company  has  been  using  since  1910. 
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OIL  BURNING. 

(Continued) 
BY.    E.    N.    PERCY. 

Having  outlined  in  a  general  way  the  necessary- 
procedure  for  the  installation  of  an  oil  burning  plant, 
directions  will  now  be  given  for  the  actual  installation 
so  far  as  can  be  done  on  paper.  With  large  plants  it 
is  usual  to  supply  the  main  storage  with  swing  pipe, 
heating  coils,  handling  pump,  and  sometimes  a  special 
boiler  for  heating  and  pumping.  Auxiliary  to  this  is 
a  small  tank  used  for  measuring  purposes  from  which 
the  burner  pumps  take  their  oil. 

Heating  coils  are  provided  in  the  main  storage 
in  the  measuring  tank  and  in  a  special  heater  between 
the  burner  pumps  and  burners.  All  oil  pipes  should 
be  carefully  lagged  with  the  best  material  obtainable. 
It  should  not  be  attempted  to  suck  oil  through  long 
pipes,  partly  because  of  its  viscosity  and  partly  be- 
cause of  vapors  which  may  rise  from  the  oil  just 
as  steam  rises  from  hot  water,  causing  the  pump  to 
chatter  without  doing  any  work. 

Where  it  is  absolutely  necessary  a  long  suction 
pipe  can  be  used  if  the  lift  be  not  more  than  6  or  8 
ft.  by  employing  a  4  in.  suction  pipe  inside  of  which 
is  an  lj4  in.  steam  pipe  discharging  through  a  tee 
placed  just  over  the  tank.  In  such  cases  the  pump 
should  discharge  into  a  small  tank  in  or  near  the  fire 
room  from  which  the  burner  pump  sucks,  because  the 
action  of  a  long  suction  line  is  always  irregular,  caus- 
ing unsatisfactory  action  of  the  burners. 

Live  steam  should  not  be  put  into  oil  under  any 
conditions  because  the  water  in  the  oil  causes  smoking 
and  deposits  of  carbon.  Live  steam  should  always  be 
used  for  heating  oil,  not  exhaust  steam. 

Heating  coils  should  be  arranged  so  that  the  con- 
densation will  flow  by  gravity  without  interference  to 
the  terminal.  At  this  point  a  riser  may  be  used  if 
necessary.  Water  hammer  indicates  that  the  steam 
is  condensing  more  rapidly  than  supplied.  The  rem- 
edy is  to  gradually  increase  the  supply  of  steam  until 
it  flows  freely  from  the  terminal.  It  must  not  be  in- 
creased too  rapidly  or  the  water  hammer  will  break 
some  of  the  coils.  A  spiral  coil  in  a  circular  tank  is 
preferable  to  one  made  up  of  elbows  because  there 
is  no  water  hammer  in  a  well  made  spiral  coil  unless 
it  has  sharp  turns. 

The  oil  piping  can  be  put  in  by  any  intelligent  engi- 
neer. It  should  be  put  together  with  white  lead  joints 
as  the  oil  tends  to  dissolve  readily.  Steam  and  oil 
piping  should  be  carefully  blown  out  with  steam,  oth- 
erwise the  scale  is  likely  to  make  a  great  deal  of  trou- 
ble by  collecting  in  the  small  orifices  of  the  burner. 
Valves  of  the  type  shown  in  previous  articles  will  tend 
to  prevent  this. 

Ordinary  brick  may  be  used  for  filling  up  fur- 
naces and  outside  work,  but  the  best  grade  of  fire 
brick  should  be  used  for  all  interior  construction,  espe- 
cially over  the  grates.  Good  fire  brick  costs  from 
$25  to  $50  per  thousand. 

The  air  for  combustion  should  be  regulated  with 
the  ash  pit  doors.  The  damper  being  left  severely 
alone.  When  the  fire  is  so  regulated  after  being 
properly  installed  and  trimmed  so  that  a  very  little 
smoke  shows  at  the  top  of  the  stack,  it  will  be  work- 
ing most  economically.     The  reason  for  this  is  that 


if  a  little  smoke  is  showing  there  will  be  no  excess 
air,  and  if  there  is  not  much  smoke  the  trifling  forma- 
tion of  carbon  is  negligible  as  a  loss.  It  should  always 
be  remembered  by  the  practical  man  that  it  costs  as 
much  to  heat  air  as  to  heat  water,  and  a  clear  stack 
is  by  no  means  a  sign  of  economy  and  nearly  always 
a  sign  of  waste.  It  is  easy  to  prove  that  if  three  or 
four  times  the  amount  of  air  is  going  through  the  fire 
than  is  necessary  a  loss  of  40  or  50  per  cent  is  taking 
place. 

Everything  should  be  provided  in  an  oil  burn- 
ing installation  which  will  tend  to  make  the  burner 
work  with  perfect  regularity.  An  engineer  having  his 
first  experience  with  oil,  especially  if  the  system  is  of 
his  own  installation,  will  find  that  the  fire  either 
pufifs  regularly  with  the  strokes  of  the  pump,  or  that 
it  is  extremely  irregular  and  unreliable  due  to  trouble 
in  the  suction  line  or  to  the  gradual  accumulation  of 
gas  in  pockets  where  it  cannot  be  blown  off. 

Furthermore,  certain  types  of  burners  allow  oil  to 
collect  in  some  pocket  or  spoon-shaped  space  near  the 
orifice.  After  operating  for  a  short  time  this  body 
of  oil  will  be  ejected  all  at  once,  causing  a  puff  and  in 
severe  cases  blowing  open  the  furnace  doors.  There  is 
practically  no  danger  with  an  extremely  hot  furnace 
but  when  a  furnace  is  fairly  cool  and  the  burner  has 
been  running  into  it  for  some  time  without  lighting, 
although  there  may  be  heat  enough  to  generate  a  great 
amount  of  gas  from  this  oil,  then  if  ignition  suddenly 
occurs  from  an  incandescent  surface  or  by  means  of 
a  torch,  the  results  can  be  serious. 

The  most  economical  flame  is  not  a  brilliant  white 
which  indicates  excess  air,  but  a  deep  heavy  red  bor- 
dering on  smoking.  This  is  on  the  assumption  that 
the  installation  is  correct  and  no  air  can  enter  the 
furnace  except  through  the  flame.  Should  the  flame 
star,  that  is  be  full  of  bright  white  sparks,  it  is  an  in- 
dication that  the  oil  is  well  heated.  Starring  indicates 
the  formation  of  fine  particles  of  pure  carbon  which 
burn  with  brilliant  microscopic  explosions.  If  a  starr- 
ing flame  impinges  upon  anything  quantities  of  car- 
bon will  be  deposited,  but  so  long  as  a  starring  flame 
does  not  smoke  it  is  doing  no  harm.  Sometimes  a  fire 
will  be  filled  with  heavy  red  sparks ;  this  should  not  be 
confused  with  starring,  and  indicates  imperfect  atomiz- 
atioti.  The  red  sparks  are  comparatively  large  chunks 
of  oil  burning  and  smoking.  Such  a  fire  invariably 
deposits  carbon  and  asphaltum.  The  remedy  is  to 
perfect  the  atomization. 

When  a  fish  tail  flame  is  working  near  the  sur- 
face of  hot  brick  and  happens  to  touch  it  instead  of 
leaving  the  brick  at  the  angle  of  incidence,  the  flame 
will  turn  up  at  right  angles  into  the  boiler,  overheat- 
ing it  locally. 

The  horizontal  conical  flame  should  be  looked 
upon  with  suspicion  by  the  practical  engineer  for  the 
reason  that  no  matter  what  the  form  of  the  burner, 
the  flame  is  not  perfectly  conical,  the  under  side  tend- 
ing to  rise  toward  the  higher  side,  thus  distorting 
the  whole  flame  and  leaving  the  bottom  of  the  furnace 
clear  for  excess  air  to  rush  through. 

Next  to  heating  the  oil  and  probably  the  most  im- 
portant thing  is  the  arrangement  of  the  draft.  Every 
person  is  familiar  with  the  absolute  steadiness  of  the 
flame  of  a  coal  oil  lamp,  and  is  equally  familiar  with 
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the  way  it  smokes  and  becomes  unsteady  when  the 
chimney  is  removed  or  when  the  draft  is  shut  off. 
The  steadiness  of  the  oil  flame  is  due  entirely  to  the 
draft  being  carefully  distributed  over  its  entire  area, 
this  being  the  secret  of  steady  noiseless  fires. 

If,  however,  it  is  desired  to  have  an  intense  com- 
bustion and  high  temperature  concentrated  in  a  small 
point,  as  for  instance  in  a  blacksmith  forge,  then  the 
entire  supply  of  air  should  be  forced  in  with  a  blast 
at  one  point.  On  the  other  hand  it  sometimes  hap- 
pens, as  in  lime  or  cement  burning,  that  it  is  desirable 
to  have  a  very  large  soft  fire  of  comparatively  low 
temperature.  This  is  accomplished  by  taking  a  part 
of  the  waste  gases  from  the  stack  and  mixing  them 
with  the  in-going  draft. 

In  making  burners  of  any  kind  the  orifice  should 
always  be  finished  as  accurately  and  smoothly  as  pos- 
sible. If  a  slotted  burner,  the  slot  should  be  milled, 
scraped,  and  brought  down  to  a  true  surface.  For  a 
conical  flame  from  a  plain  round  orifice,  the  orifice 
should  be  reamed  accurately  to  dimensions,  as  the 
least  defect  in  this  work  will  be  magnified  in  the  shape 
of  the  flame.  When  a  fishtail  flame  issues  from  be- 
tween two  flat  plates  it  is  not  so  necessary  to  be  accu- 
rate because  the  general  average  of  the  plates  will 
hold  the  flame  fairly  well  in  shape;  but  when  issuing 
from  a  slot  in  thin  metal,  the  slot  must  be  made  very 
accurately  indeed  in  order  to  have  a  well  shaped  fire. 

Complaints  arising  from  the  oil  being  too  heavy 
are  entirely  a  matter  of  heating.  There  is  no  such 
thing  as  an  oil  that  is  too  heavy  if  the  heating  equip- 
ment is  ample  and  where  the  oil  is  criticised  it  is  safe 
to  assume  that  this  is  the  trouble.  Furthermore,  the 
argument  is  sometimes  raised  that  a  refined  oil  has 
had  the  heat  all  taken  out  of  it  and,  therefore,  is  not  as 
good  for  fuel  purposes.  This  is  the  veriest  rot,  be- 
cause the  exact  opposite  is  the  case  for  the  following 
reasons : 

As  explained  before,  light  oils  have  more  heat  per 
pound  and  less  per  barrel,  and  they  are  paid  for  by  the 
barrel;  heavy  oils  have  less  heat  per  pound  but  more 
per  barrel.  The  light  oil  ignites  more  easily ;  it  is  less 
necessary  to  heat,  but  delivers  less  heat  per  barrel, 
and  it  should  be  remembered  that  oil  is  purchased  by 
the  barrel  and  not  by  the  pound.    To  illustrate : 


B.t.u.  Weight  B.t.u. 

pel-  lb.  per  gal.  per  gal. 

2S    Gravity    Crude 17,712  7.63  135,100 

221/2    Gravity    Crude.  .18,977  7.66  145,220 

14.8    Gravity    Crude.  ..18,697  S.05  150,650 

14.03   Refined    18,716  8.10  151,599 


B.t.u, 
per  bbl. 
5,774,200 
6,099,240 
6,327,300 
6,367,158 

Edmond 


Referring   to   tests    made   by    Professor 
O'Neill  at  the  University  of  California  the  following 
results  will  be  noted : 

CALORIFIC   VALUE    OF   PURE    OIL   OF   DIFFERENT   GRAVI- 
TIES. 


D 

^terminations    by    Professor   Edmond 

O'Neill. 

Degrees 

B.t.u 

Weight 

B.t.u. 

Beaume. 

per  pound. 

per  barrel. 

per  barrel 

10 

18,280 

350.035 

6,398,600 

11 

18,340 

347.55 

6,374,100 

12 

18,400 

345.10 

6,349,800 

13 

18.460 

342.68 

6,325,900 

14 

18,520 

340.30 

6,302,400 

15 

18,580 

337.96 

6,279,300 

16 

18,640 

335.65 

6,256,600 

17 

18,700 

333.37 

6,234,000 

18 

18,760 

331.10 

6,211,400 

19 

18,820 

328.89 

6,189,700 

20 

18,880 

326.69 

6,167,900 

21 

18,940 

324.55 

6,147,000 

22 

19,000 

322.42 

6,126,000 

23 

19,060 

320.28 

6,104,500 

24 

19,120 

318.22 

6,084,400 

25 

19,180 

316.15 

6,063,800 

It  will  be  noted  that  in  these  tests  while  a  light 
oil  shows  more  B.t.u.  per  pound  it  is  less  per  barrel  be- 
cause it  weighs  so  little,  and  the  engineer  should  re- 
member that  he  is  buying  by  the  barrel  and  not  by  the 
weight. 

He  should  also  remember  the  great  necessity  out- 
lined in  this  article  for  heating  the  oil  as  he  cannot 
use  economical  heavy  oils  unless  prepared  to  heat  them 
from  beginning  to  end. 


Figs.  93  and  94,  are  special  types  of  burning 
equipments  adapted  to  hot  water  boilers  and  house 
work  in  general. 


Fig.  95  shows  a  coil  made  from  one  length  of 
1^4  in-  pipe  intended,  as  a  heater  for  heating  a 
small  tank  or  barrel  of  oil,  or  heating  the  oil  in  the 
immediate  vicinity  of  a  suction  pipe  in  a  very  small 
plant.  This  type  of  heater  is  some  times  used  to  aid 
in  tlie  unloading  of  a  car  as  shown  in  Fig.  96. 

Fig.  97  shows  a  method  of  erecting  and  support- 
ing heating  coils  intended  to  surround  the  suction  pipe 
in  very  large  tanks. 

The  purpose  of  showing  these  photographs  and 
drawings  is  to  give  the  practical  engineer  a  visual 
idea  of  the  general  arrangement  of  oil  burning  instal- 
lations as  practical  men  learn  more  with  their  eyes 
than  any  other  way. 

Fig.  98  shows  the  arrangement  of  a  Stirling  boiler 
for  burning  both  sawdust  and  oil.  This  is  arranged 
for  a  local  company  who  sometimes  have  sawdust  to 
burn  and  sometimes  not.  The  oil  is  burned  either 
alone  or  with  the  sawdust  and  the  plant  has  been 
found  to  operate  successfully.  Its  success  is  due  in 
part  to  the  heat  of  the  arch  immediately  over  the  oil 
which  tends  to  keep  it  ignited,  and  the  whole  distrib- 
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Fig.    95.     Heating   Coil   Made   From   One   Lengtli   of 
1%    in.   Pipe. 


t^a/^i/^  /a  ^/?A>!raia2  ti^yC. 
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yCoil  is  drofipet^  //?ta  d-ar  TJpus- 


on 
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Fig.    96.     Metliod   of   Unloading  an   Oil  Car. 

uted  draft  coming  through  the  grate  bars.  It  should 
be  mentioned  that  when  a  heavy  sawdust  fire  is  car- 
ried together  with  the  oil,  the  upper  doors  are  open 
slightly  to  furnish  air  exclusively  for  the  oil. 

Fig.  99  shows  a  small  installation  comprising  a 
single  acting  pump,  coil  heater,  and  diaphragm  gov- 
ernor for  regulating  the  pressure.  Some  engineers  do 
not  like  a  single  acting  pump  for  oil  work  because  it 
is  not  quite  as  reliable  as  an  ordinary  duplex.  Per- 
haps it  is  not  any  more  unreliable  than  a  duplex  in 
actual  dependability,  but  when  out  of  action  it  can- 
not be  fixed  by  an  ordinary  engineer  unless  he  hap- 
pens to  be  an  expert  with  the  particular  make  of  pump 
in  question. 


M 


'    tVfJ  ?rr7  rrf?  tti? 

0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0 

0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0 

0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0 

0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0 


Fig.  97.     Method  of  Erecting  and  Supporting  Heating 
Coils. 


Fig.   98. 


Stirling  Boiler  Arranged  for  Firing  Saw- 
dust  and   Oil. 


Fig.  100  shows  a  larger  installation  of  the  same 
character,  having  duplex  pumps  in  duplicate  and  coil 
heater,  diaphragm  governor  for  regulating  the  pres- 
sure, and  gas  drum  for  entrapping  oil  gas.  This  drum 
should  be  blown  from  time  to  time.  The  piping  is  not 
as  complicated  as  might  appear,  it  being  so  arranged 
that  the  pump  may  be  connected  either  to  suck  or  dis- 
charge, the  heater  being  cut  out  if  desired.  The  main 
switch  valves  are  for  oil.  Fig.  101  is  a  diagram  giving 
complete  explanation  of  all  connections  for  this  par- 
ticular oil  burning  system. 

Fig.  102  is  taken  directly  from  a  catalog  of  a  prom- 
inent manufacturer  and  is  printed  partly  because  it  is 
a  well  known  and  successful  type  of  burner  and  partly 
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ig-.    99.      Small    Oil   Burning   Set. 


h-ig.  100.     Large  Oil  Burning  Set. 


TO   PUMPS   AND 

LIVE   STEAM   BY-PASS 

TO  COPPER   con. 


STCAM  VALVE 


PUMP  GOVERNOR  AND 
PRESSURE  REGULATOR 


LIVE  STEAM  AND 
EXHAUST  8Y.PASS 


EXHAUST   STEAM   TO 
COPPER   COIL  TO  HEAT 
OIL  IN  HEATER 

EXTRA  HEAVY  SEAMLESS 
COPPER   COIL 
TESTED  300  POUNDS 

-  EXHAUST  FROM   COIL 

.OH   HEATER   TESTED  300  POUNDS 


v.;  -  -  .  .  .  ift:Q3t{|    BLOWOUT   AND   ClEANOuT 

"""'-•^^^^^"^  FOB   SAND,   DIRT  AND  WATE 


Fig.    101.     Diagram   of   Connections. 
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1)ecause  of  the  information  for  the  practical  engineer,  burning  apparatus  for  steam  plants  to  practical  engi^ 
Fig.    103    shows   the   construction   of  the   switch     neers,  the  next  article  will  address  itself  to  the  same 

cocks  manufactured  and  used  by  this  firm  and  shown     class   of  men  on  the  application  of  oil  to  industrial 

work,  such  as  cement  burning,  lime  kilns,  clay  and 
pottery  works,  terra  cotta,  vitrified  pipe,  fire  brick, 
red  brick,  copper  smelting,  reverberatory  furnaces, 
glass  works,  crematories,  and  other  uses. 

(To    Be    Continued) 


Fig.   102.     Various  Types  of  S.   &  F.  Burners. 
No.   00.     For  Melting  Brass,   Copper,   Lead,   Etc. 
No.  0.     For  Melting  Steel,  Iron.  Etc.,  Also  tor  Heal- 
ing Steel  and  Iron  for  Bending,  Flanging,  Etc. 

No.    1.     For    Tempering,    Forging,    Annealing,    Etc., 

Also  for   Brick  and   Lime   Kilns,   Etc. 
No.  2.     For  Bakeries,  Ovens,  Retorts,  Heaters,  Small 

Boilers.    Etc. 
No.   3.      For   all   Standard  Makes   and  Sizes   of  Boil- 
ers,   Furnacs,    Kilns,    Etc. 
No.    4.      For    Large    Boilers,    Furnaces,    Etc.,    in 
Genral. 

in  Fig.  99  in  connection  with  the  installation.  It  will 
be  noted  that  there  is  a  by-pass  whereby  the  oil  can 
be  switched  by  for  a  few  moments  while  the  strainer 
is  being  cleaned — an  excellent  feature. 

Having  made   every  effort  to   explain  clearly  oil 
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OIL  STORAGE  REGULATIONS  AT  PORTLAND. 

An  ordinance  has  been  introduced  at  the  Port- 
land City  Council  providing  that  storage  of  explosive 
oils  will  be  permitted  only  in  warehouses  and  dis- 
tributing stations  built  according  to  strict  fire  rules  at 
least  500  feet  from  any  dwelling  and  2000  feet  from  the 
harbor  line.  A  distributing  station  may  consist  of 
street  storage  tanks  and  one-story  concrete  buildings 
for  warehouse  purposes.  The  amount  of  oils  allowed 
in  storage  at  one  time  is  limited  to  15,000  gallons.  All 
tanks  must  be  built  above  the  ground  and  surrounded 
by  an  earth  embankment  with  a  capacity  greater  than 
the  capacity  of  the  tank. 

Fuel  oils  will  be  permitted  in  buildings  only  when 
storage  tanks  built  to  insure  safety  from  fire  or  the 
accumulation  of  gases,  are  installed.  Fuel  oil  may  be 
delivered  in  steel  or  wooden  tank-wagons  or  cars,  and 
may  be  kept  in  the  oil  companies'  distributing  stations 
in  quantities  large  enough  to  meet  daily  needs. 


Fig.   103.     Self-Cleaning  Oil  Strainer. 


PUBLIC  SERVICE  CONDITIONS  AT  SEATTLE. 

Public  service  corporations  of  Seattle  have  in- 
creased their  efficiency  in  handling  business  in  the  last 
eleven  years  in  a  greater  ratio  than  the  increase  in 
population,  according  to  the  annual  report  of  A.  L. 
Valentine,  superintendent  of  public  utilities.  While 
the  population  in  that  period  increased  199  per  cent, 
the  gas  mains  were  increased  425  per  cent.  In  the 
same  period  the  number  of  street  cars  have  increased 
229  per  cent  and  the  street  railway  track  mileage  193 
per  cent. 

Despite  the  fact  that  the  earnings  of  the  Seattle 
Electric  Company  have  decreased  4.6  per  cent  in  the 
past  year,  the  report  shows  that  fifteen  additional  cars 
have  been  put  in  service. 

The  report  sets  forth  that  during  the  morninj, 
rush  hours  255  street  cars  are  used  to  handle  the 
traffic.  At  noon  but  175  are  in  use  and  in  the  even- 
ing 376.  In  proportion  to  population  it  is  shown  that 
Seattle  has  better  street  car  service  than  does  Cleve- 
land, which  has  only  94  per  cent  of  the  number  of  cars 
in  service  during  the  rush  hours  and  76  per  cent  in  the 
middle  of  the  day. 

To  ascertain  the  exact  character  of  service  being 
rendered  the  public  by  the  street  car  companies,  1826 
checks  were  made  during  the  year. 

The  report  also  holds  out  the  hope  that  the  Seat- 
tle Electric  Company  will  soon  reduce  its  rates  in  han- 
dling freight  and  parcels. 

It  is  predicted  that  the  municipal  car  line  will  be 
a  great  success  and  that  it  will  also  contribute  to- 
wards the  success  of  the  city  lighting  plant  by  using 
a  part  of  the  day  load. 
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THE  SLIDE  VALVE  AND  ZEUNER  DIAGRAM/ 

BY  ROBERT   SIBLEY. 

Having  previously  noted  the  fundamental  laws  of 
thermodynamics  it  will  now  be  interesting  to  see  the 
practical  applications  we  have  for  these  laws  in  the 
operation  of  the  simple  steam  engine.  It  will  first 
be  instructive,  however,  to  enumerate  the  names  of 
the  different  parts  which  appear  in  the  operation  of 
the  simple  slide  valve  engine  and  consequently  let 
us  begin  with  the  slide  valve  itself.  In  his  excel- 
lent little  treatise  on  the  "Mechanics  of  Machinery," 
J.  N.  Le  Conte  of  the  University  of  California  has  set 
forth  some  simple  ideas  of  the  slide  valve.  In  the  con- 
siderations of  this  lecture  our  ideas  are  largely  drawn 
from  this  little  treatise. 


y^(/^^^^^^^U(4/,i<L4/^y///////// 


Fig.  34.     Diagramatic  Representation  of  the  Details 
of  a  Simple  Slide  Valve. 

In  Fig.  34  we  have  a  diagramatic  representation 
of  the  simple  slide  valve.  Steam  is  either  admitted 
or  exhausted  in  the  cylinder  through  the  ports  S. 
When  exhaust  takes  place  the  valve  is  either  moved  to 
the  right  or  left  so  that  an  opening  is  made  from  S 
over  into  E  thereby  allowing  the  steam  to  escape 
from  the  cylinder.  In  the  diagram  the  valve  is  shown 
in  its  central  position.  That  portion  of  the  valve 
shown  at  e  is  known  as  the  outside  lap,  while  that  por- 
tion shown  at  i  is  known  as  the  inside  lap  and  a  is 
the  width  of  the  port  opening.  It  will  be  seen  from 
the  considerations  of  the  Zeuner  diagram  that  the  pro- 
portions of  inside  and  outside  lap,  together  with  the 
valve  travel  have  very  important  relations  in  deter- 
mining the  steam  distribution  in  the  cylinder. 

Before,  however,  considering  this  in  detail  let 
us  see  how  in  general  the  simple  steam  engine  oper- 
ates. In  Fig.  35  we  have  diagramatically  represented 
a  steam  engine  cylinder  with  the  piston  over  at  the  ex- 
treme right  or  what  is  technically  known  as  the  head 
end  dead  point.  Beneath  the  representation  of  the  cylin- 
der is  seen  an  indicator  card,  while  to  the  left  is  a  dia- 
gramatic representation  of  the  crank  arm  and  the 
eccentric  arm.  It  is  to  be  noticed  that  the  crank  and 
eccentric  are  turning  in  a  counter-clock-wise  direc- 
tion. The  long  radial  black  line  represents  the  crank 
arm  and  the  short  line  the  eccentric  arm.  The  angle 
between  the  eccentric  and  crank  arm  is  seen  to  be 
greater  than  90  degrees,  the  amount  by  which  this 
exceeds  90  degrees  is  known  as  the  angle  of  advance 
and  IS  usually  represented  by  the  Greek  letter  8. 
In  the  position  shown  in  Fig.  35   steam  is  being  ad- 

c.r.J'Z^^^  ^"^^"l.  comprises  the  Fourteenth  Lecture  of  the  series 
appearing-  in  these  columns  entitled  "Primer  of  Applied  Ther- 
modynamics," Which  is  a  resume,  devoid  of  higher  mathe- 
matics,   covering    the    essentials    of    a    series    of    lecture"   now 

EnSfne^erinl  ";  *h'  f""""  °'  ""^  ^°"^"^1  '^«'°r^  the  Mechanic^ 
Engineering   students   at   the   University   of   California. 


Fig.   35.     Point  of  Admission   of  Slide  Valve. 
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Fig.   Se.     Point   of   Cut-Off  of   Slide  Valve. 


® 


Fig.  37.     Point  of  Exhaust  of  Slide  Valve. 


Fig.    38.     Point   of   Compression   of   Slide  Valve. 

mitted  from  A  through  the  ports  into  C  which  shows 
the  piston  head  about  to  move  to  the  left,  thereby 
forcing  out  of  D  the  steam  which  has  been  fully  ex- 
panded in  the  stroke  just  completed,  into  the  exhaust 
port  B.  The  point  at  which  the  valve  allows  steam  to 
enter  the  cylinder  is  known  as  the  point  of  "admis- 
sion." This  operation  continues  until  we  arrive  at  the 
situation  shown  in  Fig.  36  where  it  is  seen  that  the 
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valve  is  just  about  to  prohibit  any  more  steam  enter- 
ing from  A  into  C.  This  then  is  known  as  the  point 
of  "cut-off"  and  from  now  on  to  the  end  of  the  stroke, 
the  steam  derives  its  energy  from  its  internal  supply. 
Such  an  expansion  we  have  seen  in  our  last  lecture 
is  said  to  be  adiabatic,  but  as  a  matter  of  fact  due  to 
the  condensation  of  steam  in  the  cylinder  it  approaches 
more  that  of  isothermal  expansion  than  that  of  adia- 
batic expansion. 

When  the  piston  head  has  arrived  at  D  as  shown 
in  Fig.  37,  the  exhaust  opens,  as  shown  in  the  figure, 
so  that  steam  is  allowed  to  escape  from  C  into  B. 
This  is  known  as  the  point  of  "cut-off"  and  it  is  evi- 
dently seen  that  the  inside  lap  of  the  valve  is  a  deter- 
mining feature  for  this  constant  of  valve  operation. 
The  piston  head  having  reached  the  end  of  its  stroke 
now  returns  to  the  right  and  when  it  has  arrived  at 


Fig.    39.     The   Zeuner   Diagram. 

the  point  shown  in  Fig.  38,  once  again  it  is  seen  that 
the  valve  prohibits  steam  from  escaping  from  C  into 
B,  nor  can  it  escape  into  A,  therefore  we  have  a  com- 
pression of  the  steam  which  has  been  cooped  up  in 
the  cylinder.  This  then,  is  known  as  the  point  of 
"compression." 

It  is  plainly  seen  from  the  diagram  that  the  rela- 
tionship of  these  four  constants,  namely  the  point  of 
admission,  the  point  of  cut-off,  the  point  of  exhaust 
and  the  point  of  compression,  is  most  vital  in  the  suc- 
cessful operation  of  the  steam  engine  and  it  is  the 
study  of  the  simpler  relationships  with  which  we  are 
concerned  in  this  lecture. 

It  is  shown  in  works  of  mathematics  that  the 
constants  of  the  valves  above  set  forth  are  related  as 
shown  in  Fig.  39.  This  method  of  representation  is 
known  as  the  Zeuner  diagram.  It  is  seen  that  the 
outside  lap,  inside  lap,  angle  of  advance  and  throw 
of  the  eccentric  which  is  usually  represented  by  r,  the 
same  being  one-half  the  total  valve  travel,  determine 
completely  the  point  of  admission,  cut-off,  exhaust  and 
compression  and  it  is  seen  that  when  certain  of  these 
constants  are  given  us  we  can  at  once  determine  the 
other  constants  of  the  valve. 


It  is  seen  that  the  valve  of  the  steam  engine  per- 
forms the  function  of  admitting  steam  alternately  into 
the  ends  of  the  steam  cylinder,  and  of  exhausting  the 
same  into  the  atmosphere.  Since  the  laps  are  put 
upon  the  slide-valve  as  shown  in  Fig.  34  to  work  the 
steam  expansively,  thus  drawing  from  the  steam  itself 
every  bit  of  stored  energy  possible,  the  laps  may  or 
may  not  be  the  same  at  the  two  ends. 

In  most  engines,  especially  those  designed  for 
high  speed,  it  is  desirable  to  have  the  steam  enter 
just  before  the  piston  is  ready  to  start  on  its  return 
stroke  in  order  that  steam  may  be  fully  admitted  at 
the  beginning  of  the   new   stroke.     The  amount   the 


Fig.    40.     Illustration    of    Problem    Computation    by 
Means  of  tlie  Zeuner  Diagram. 

valve  is  open  at  the  beginning  of  the  stroke  is  known 
as  the  lead  and  is  denoted  by  v. 

Since  it  is  seen  that  the  four  crank  positions  can- 
not be  taken  arbitrarily  due  to  their  inter  relations 
one  with  the  other,  let  us  take  a  simple  example  and 
apply  the  Zeuner  diagram  to  its  solution.  In  measur- 
ing the  constants  of  a  certain  slide  valve  engine  it  was 
found  that  the  outside  lap  of  the  valve  measured  %  in. 
the  inside  lap  Ys,  in.,  the  lead  3/16  in.  and  the  angle  of 
advance  was  found  to  be  30  degrees.  Looking  now 
for  an  instant  at  Fig.  40,  we  see  that  by  drawing,  a  hor- 
izontal line  XX  and  a  vertical  line  YY,  we  can  easily 
construct  a  Zeuner  diagram  and  find  the  points  of 
admission,  cut-oft',  exhaust,  and  compression,  and  also 
find  the  throw  of  the  eccentric  r.  Thus  I  describe 
Xi  AYi  with  O*  as  a  center  and  radius  e  =  Ys  in. 
I  then  lay  off  the  lead  AB  equal  to  3/16  in.  Again  I 
describe  a  circle  X=  L  Y=,  with  radius  i  =  V?,  in  .  The 
line  C  O  C  is  made  so  that  an  angle  of  30  degrees  which 
is  the  angle  of  advance  is  made  with  the  vertical  line 
Y  O  Y.  I  erect  a  perpendicular  bisecting  the  line  O  B 
and  intersecting  the  line  C  O  C  at  O'.  With  O'  as 
a  center  a  circle  is  now  described  passing  through  O 
and  B,  also  a  circle  with  the  same  radius  and  center 
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at  O"  is  described.  I  at  once  have  the  point  of  ad- 
mission at  Xi,  the  point  of  cut-off  at  Yi,  the  point 
of  exhaust  at  X=  and  the  point  of  compression  at  Y:. 
I  scale  off  C  O  which  is  the  valve  travel.  So  that  the 
Zeuner  diagram  is  most  practicable  and  useful. 

There  are  many  other  useful  applications  of  the 
Zeuner  diagram.  In  the  design  of  the  proportionate 
parts  of  the  slide  valve  it  plays  a  most  useful  role. 
The  student  is  advised  to  try  the  solution  of  the  fol- 
lowing and  thus  become  accustomed  to  this  method 
of  valve  analysis. 

Thermotwisters. 

1.  In  a  slide-valve  it  is  found  that  the  inside  lap  meas- 
ures 5/16  in..,  the  outside  lap,  7/16  in.,  the  lead  i^  in.,  and 
the  cut-off  is  S/^  in.  stroke.  Construct  a  Zeuner  diagram, 
showing  all  the  other  valve  constants. 

2.  Sketch  an  indicator  card  for  the  above  engine,  assum- 
ing boiler  pressure  at  100  lb.  gauge,  and  the  engine  stroke 
12  inches. 


THE  COST  OF  DOING  BUSINESS/ 

BY    B.    E.    FANNING. 

For  the  past  two  years  I  have  had  under  way  a 
careful  investigation  of  the  Electric  Business  in  gen- 
eral from  the  contracting  point  of  view.  I  have  found 
this  investigation  to  be  an  exceedingly  interesting 
siudy.  Any  industry  of  any  proportions  will  permit 
of  an  analysis ;  such  analysis  will  evolve  the  theory  of 
business;  and  this  theory  will  outline  the  systematic 
and  scientific  manipulation  of  the  capital  invested. 
There  is  an  underlying  basic  principle,  so  simple  that 
it  will  appear  almost  foolish  for  me  to  inention  it. 
It  is  this :  manipulations  are  either  a  success,  a  failure, 
or  mediocre  in  their  results.  Your  methods  and  your 
policies  of  business  are  right;  or  they  are  wrong,  or 
they  are  passing  medium.       One  of  these  is  inevitable. 

Business  is  not  a  hap-hazard,  harem-scarem  busi- 
ness that  many  of  you  know.  It  is  not  a  business  for 
ihe  hands  and  the  feet  and  mouth.  It  should  appeal 
to  and  call  forth  an  entirely  different  part  of  man.  It 
is  a  work  for  the  brains,  for  the  ambition,  for  the 
energy.  How  often  we  are  greeted  with  the  watch 
word  "Well,  how  is  business?"  It  is  no  better  nor 
any  worse  than  you  make  it.  By  the  inevitable  laws 
of  cause  and  effect,  it  is  just  exactly  what  you  make  it. 
It  cannot  be  one  whit  better;  it  is  not  an  iota  worse.  I 
hear  many  of  you  complain  of  business  conditions.  Do 
not  kick  at  them  for  they  are  not  to  blame ;  they  are 
the  inevitable  effect;  you  are  the  cause.  You  are  the 
one  to  change.   "Know  thyself  and  stand  before  kings." 

How  would  you  begin  to  know  your  business? 
You  deal  in  two  commodities,  "Labor  and  Material." 
You  purchase  them  in  the  best  market.  You  know 
exactly  in  dollars  and  cents  what  you  have  to  pay  for 
them.  Granted  that  your  knowledge  of  these  mat- 
ters is  perfect ;  for  these  are  only  preliminaries.  You 
are  called  upon  to  estimate  upon  prospective  business ; 
and  what  do  you  do?  Do  you  make  as  thorough  an 
investigation  as  the  proposition  demands?  Do  you 
conceive  exactly  what  is  wanted  and  exactly  how  to 
do  it?  Do  you  figure  each  foot  of  the  wire,  loom, 
conduit,  moulding;  each  fitting,  and  each  accessory? 
Is  your  conception  before  hand,  what  the  finished  work 
will  be  afterward?      Have  }'ou  allowed  for  all  the  un- 

^Aaaress  before  California  State  Association  of  Electrical 
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forseen  difficulties  and  long  chances?  Well,  granted; 
for  these  are  still  only  preliminaries  in  business.  By 
this  method  you  arrive  at  the  exact  cost  in  dollars  and 
cents,  of  your  two  commodities,  "labor  and  material" ; 
and  now  what?  You  have  now  arrived  at  your  great 
problem.  You  are  now  at  the  point  so  faithfully  por- 
trayed by  that  famous  cartoon  of  an  electrical  con- 
tractor, "What  did  I  forget?" 

Gentlemen,  here  is  a  business,  for  no  preliminary 
artist.  This  is  a  main  event.  I  will  tell  you  what 
you  forget ;  the  very  things  that  prompt  you  to  leave 
the  ranks  of  the  wire-man  and  the  helper  to  launch 
into  business.  You  forget  the  part  that  you  should 
play  in  that  great  body;  civic,  social  and  commercial; 
from  which  you  draw  your  sustenance,  and  to  which 
you  should  contribute  3^our  part.  Remember  that 
you  are  receiving  civil  protection  and  civil  privileges 
for  which  you  must  pay  in  the  form  of  U.  S.  Revenue 
tax,  State  Corporation  tax,  County  and  City  Personal 
tax.  Remember  that  there  are  social  movements 
conceived  and  fostered  by  your  commerce  chambers, 
which  require  your  financial  and  moral  support.  Re- 
member your  social  clubs,  your  National  Association, 
your  Local  Association,  all  striving  for  your  best  inter- 
ests and  worthy  of  your  aid.  You  should  be  morti- 
fied to  be  the  drone  to  stand  back  from  any  cause 
whatsoever  and  see  your  neighbor  in  business  put  his 
shoulder  to  the  wheel  in  the  interests  contributing  to 
your  progress.  And,  believe  me,  gentlemen,  you  will 
be  pinched  and  starved  by  your  own  inertia  in  these 
matters.  Launch  out  and  take  your  place  among  men 
of  affairs,  for  it  is  your  birthright  in  so  far  as  you 
will  appear  to  grasp  it. 

Further,  3'ou  forget  that  you  have  an  establish- 
ment to  maintain.  Rents,  telephone  bills,  light  bills, 
and  other  absolutely  necessary  bills  come  each  and 
every  month.  Fixtures,  sales  equipment,  construction 
(■quipment,  factory  equipment,  are  the  breath  and 
energy  of  your  business.  They  are  to  your  business 
what  costly  apparel  and  reputation  and  prestige  are  to 
man.  Why  do  your  business  neighbors  install  marble 
stairways,  fixtures,  elaborate  display  in  electric  light- 
ing when  it  all  swells  the  fund  of  over-head  expense? 
Do  you  expect  them,  in  a  business  way,  to  be  the 
good  spender  to  cast  pearls  in  your  way,  while  you 
knowingly,  or  otherwise  play  the  part  of  the  piker? 
No,  you  are  judged  by  your  overhead  and  those  ele- 
ments contributing  to  it.  I  am  not  touting  a  business 
fop  or  a  snob.  There  are  inflated  overhead  expenses 
everywhere.  The}'  are  diseased  overheads.  But  I 
speak  of  overheads  that  are  the  product  of  the  finer 
business  understanding  based  upon  knowledge  of  all 
tlie  elements  of  human  nature  that  contribute  to  busi- 
i.ess  life. 

You  still  forget.  What  protections  have  you 
placed  on  your  commodities?  Fire  insurance,  and  life 
insurance  are  necessary  in  your  home.  Why  should 
they  not  be  put  in  your  business?  A¥e  have  with  us 
today  representatives  of  the  jobbing  interests.  Did 
any  of  them  ever  ask  you  if  }'ou  carried  fire  insurance, 
life  insurance,  employee's  liability  insurance?  No? 
A'\^ell,  we  do;  whether  they  know  it  or  not;  whether 
they  have  ever  thought  of  it  as  being  a  protection  to 
their  interests ;  we  have  felt  it  necessary  to  draw  this 
bulwark  of  strength  and  protection. 

You  still  forget.      Have  any  of  you  ever  lost  any 
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money?  Have  you  ever  had  to  make  improvements, 
extensions  and  repairs?  Have  you  money  invested 
that  might  make  good  interest  for  you  if  placed  else- 
where? Your  losses,  improvements,  interest,  and  re- 
pairs flow  into  this  overhead  expense. 

There  are  many  electric  contractors  who  do  their 
own  work,  and  therefore  figure  that  they  have  only  a 
light  overhead  expense.  I  would  not  for  the  world 
speak  discourteously  nor  disparagingly  of  your  efforts 
and  your  business.  Personally  I  am  far  more  liable 
to  rap  the  man  who  has  not  learned  his  business 
through  the  soiled  hand  route.  In  the  first  place,  you 
have  a  greater  percentage  of  overhead  expense  than  the 
contractor  who  only  handles  his  business.  Mind  you, 
T  am  not  speaking  of  diseased  overheads.  Tell  me — 
How  is  it  possible  for  ten  wireman  contractors  to 
reduce  their  separate  overheads  to  the  same  percentage 
on  the  aggregate  of  business  done,  as  that  per  cent  of 
overhead  of  one  electric  contractor  handling  the  same 
amount  of  business  as  the  ten?  It  is  not  reasonable; 
the  great  basic  principles  of  economy  in  overhead  ex- 
penses lies  in  the  combination  of  interest.  Every 
minute  of  your  time  that  is  spent,  and  on  which  there 
is  not  a  set  price  of  return  to  you,  is  a  portion  of  your 
overhead  expense,  in  the  same  amount  that  this  effort 
would  cost  you  in  open  market.  It  matters  not  where 
the  hands  of  the  clock  stand ;  an  effort  costs  you  as 
much  at  12  o'clock  at  night  as  it  would  at  12  o'clock  at 
noon.  Every  cent  spent  for  which  there  is  no  set 
price  of  return  is  also  a  portion  of  your  overhead 
expense.  At  the  end  of  the  year  when  the  total  of 
your  efforts  are  considered,  when  you  separate  the 
wheat  from  the  chaff,  the  wire-man  contractor  will 
find  that  the  chaff  will  form  considerable  percent  of 
the  product  at  hand..  (I  will  quote  statistics  on  this 
later.)  In  the  second  place  tell  me  how  is  it  possible 
for  you  to  accumulate  a  fund  for  an  overhead  expense, 
unless  you  figure  it  in  every  business  transaction  as 
you  go  along? 

A  contractor  who  has  an  overhead  successfully 
in  operation  does  not  need  to  figure  a  starting  load  at 
all,  but  only  the  running  load.  I  say  to  you  all,  who 
are  flinching  at  your  overhead  expenses,  who  do  not 
feel  the  value  of  the  overhead  or  the  necessity  for  it, 
take  a  brace.  It  is  the  protection,  the  strength,  the 
energy,  the  ambition,  the  intelligence,  the  life,  and 
the  soul  of  your  business. 

Recent  reports  of  the  National  Association  show 
•firstly  that  the  percentage  of  overhead  expense  runs 
inversely  with  the  amount  of  business.  They  show 
secondly,  that  there  is  an  average  overhead  expense 
of  approximately  20  per  cent. 

Now  there  is  no  good  reason  why  any  of  you 
should  consider  a  lesser  percentage  than  20  per  cent 
as  a  consistent  rate  of  overhead. 

Lest  you  still  forget,  there  is  yet  to  be  considered 
the  one-tenth  tithe.  No  enterprise  of  the  proportions 
of  an  electric  contracting  business  should  be  satisfied 
with  less.  It  is  barely  good  interest  upon  good 
security.  It  is  now  absolutely  necessary  in  continuing 
with  our  problem  of  estimating,  for  us  to  consider  not 
only  initial  cost  of  your  two  commodities  "labor  and 
material."  but  also  the  additional  cost  of  your  overhead 
expense  and  your  profit.  Starting  with  the  cost  of 
your  commodities  as  the  known   factors  in  the  esti- 


mate, what  will  you  add  on?  Some  of  you  add  on 
ten  per  cent  and  hesitate,  watching  developments;  a 
few  of  you  add  on  twenty  per  cent  and  hold  your 
breath;  a  very  few  add  twenty-five  per  cent  and  feel 
like  a  trust.  Gentlemen,  to  cover  a  twenty  per  cent 
overhead  and  ten  per  cent  profit,  there  is  no  rule  in 
arithmetic  or  law  in  figuring  that  will  permit  you  to 
add  a  lesser  per  cent  to  the  costs  of  your  commodities 
than  42  6-7. 

Still  there  are  those  among  you  who  figure  your 
work  "below  cost."  There  are  those  among  you  who 
honestly  agree  to  take  your  work  for  "Cost"  plus  ten 
per  cent."  There  are  those  among  you  who  take 
contracts  "below  cost"  to  get  the  fixtures,  to  get  the 
extras,  to  get  the  future  business,  to  keep  some  other 
contractor  from  getting  the  job.  These  are  but  mere 
tricks  of  the  game  and  such  demoralizing  influences 
are  not  fit  for  this  nor  any  other  business.  An}'  person 
grown  to  the  age  of  a  full  sized  man,  who  knowingly 
or  otherwise,  figures  his  work  to  lose  money,  who 
deliberately  takes  the  chances  of  a  gambler,  only  to 
make  up  the  lost  change  from  his  invested  capital,  as  a 
business  man  is  an  enigma,  and  beyond  my  under- 
standing. 

Now  speaking  of  costs,  how  many  of  you  have 
a  system  that  shows  you  the  real  old  hard  cash  ("dol- 
lars and  cents)  cost  on  any  process  or  transaction? 
What  actual  foundation  have  you  for  your  Estimating 
Costs,  as  determined  from  your  "Real  Costs?"  What 
does  it  cost  to  sell  a  socket,  to  install  a  fuse,  to  wind 
an  armature ;  to  sweep  your  floors,  to  run  your  errands, 
to  keep  your  books?  Do  you  know  at  any  time(  and 
all  times)  where  any  cent  (or  every  cent)  is  spent,  and 
the  value  of  such  expenditure?  Does  your  system 
have  sense  enough  to  show  where  every  cent  is  all  the 
time?  Does  it  show  cost  to  the  cent  on  every  trans- 
action and  process  of  your  business?  Gentlemen,  I 
can  state  that  3'-ou  can  easily  keep  such  a  system  for 
$100,000  business  with  one  stock  boy,  one  bookkeeper, 
and  one  stenographer.  It  would  indeed  be  a  pleasure 
to  me  to  show  you  how  simple  it  is  to  keep  such  a 
system,  but  that  is  a  matter  of  detail  only. 

Our  great  crying  need  in  the  Electrical  Contract- 
ing business  or  any  other  business  is  for  men,  faithful, 
conscientious,  energetic,  ambitious  men.  Such  men 
are  not  made;  they  are  born.  Give  me  the  man  who, 
as  a  boy,  carried  a  broken  slate ;  who  wrote  the  capitals 
as  well,  when  he  was  only  asked  to  write  small  letters; 
who  did  the  chores,  morning  and  night,  and  felt  the 
responsibility  of  them.  Give  me  the  man,  whose 
knowledge  is  self-earned,  resting  upon  the  firm  founda- 
tions of  youthful  training,  who  has  the  courage  of  his 
convictions  to  call  a  spade  a  spade,  whose  actions  of 
today  can  be  depended  upon  tomorrow. 

Confidence  will  be  the  key-note  of  your  success  in 
an  attempt  to  raise  the  standards  of  the  Electrical 
Contracting  Business ;  and  the  vehicle  of  this  con- 
fidence is  the  association.  Confidence  comes  with 
understanding  of  what  the  other  fellow  is  doing  and 
the  association  is  the  medium  for  acquaintanceship 
among  fellows.  It  is  the  medium  of  interchange  of 
ideas.  The  organ  for  adapting  methods.  It  should 
be  as  a  school  for  instruction,  a  tower  of  strength  in 
the  uplift  of  the  Electrical  Fraternity. 
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That  J.  P.  Morgan  has  taken  ten  million  dollars 
in  Pacific  Gas  &  Electric  bonds  is  doubly  significant, 
exhibiting  this  financier's  confidence  in  the  stability  of 
Western  progress  in  general  and  in  hydroelectric  se- 
curities in  particular. 


By  his  fortunate  escape  from  death  by  electric 
shock,  H.  C.  Inman,  foreman  with  the  Portland  Rail- 
way, Light  &  Power  Company,  confirms  the  conten- 
tion that  fatality  is  dependent  not  so  much  upon  the 
voltage  as  upon  the  path  of  the  current.  In  other 
words  the  current  did  not  pass  through  a  vital  part, 
though  the  voltage  was  11,000. 


In  this  day  of  scientific  economy  it  seems  strange 
that  the  officials  of  the  Los  Angeles  Gas  &  Electric 
Company  should  sufifer  a  police  court  fine  because  of 
smoky  stacks.  It  needs  not  the  decision  of  the 
Superior  Court  as  to  the  constitutionality  of  the  smoke 
ordinance  to  convince  an  unbiased  engineer  of  the 
wastefulness  of  insufficient  combustion  made  evident 
b)^  clouds  of  black  smoke. 


The  finance  committee  of  the  Los  Angeles  City 
Council  has  recommended  that  the  municipality's 
public  utilities  board  surrender  its  power  to  the  new 
California  Public  Service  Commission.  The  argu- 
ments in  favor  of  this  move  are  so  many  and  those 
opposed  so  few  that  but  little  difficulty  should  be  ex- 
perienced in  inducing  the  voters  to  transfer  these  im- 
portant duties. 


It  is  doubtful  whether  even  the  most  radical  of 
water  power  conservationists  will  indorse  the  opinion 
of  a  prominent  Pacific  Coast  oil  producer  that  the  use 
of  electricity  in  developing  petroleum  is  not  conducive 
to  the  best  interests  of  the  industry,  because  fuel  oil  is 
competitive  with  hydroelectric  power.  As  a  means  for 
equalizing  production  and  consumption  this  method 
would  prove  as  inefifective  as  it  is  foolish. 


The  old  adage  of  an  ounce  of  prevention  being 
worth  a  pound  of  cure  does  not  hold  true  in  the  case 
of  protecting  wooden  piles  from  the  home-making 
propensities  of  teredos  and  other  marine  borers.  The 
various  preservative  treatments  merely  postpone  the 
day  of  tendability,  where  as  recent  experiments  at 
.Seattle  have  demonstrated  that  an  electric  current  of 
high  amperage  and  low  voltage  will  poison  these  pests 
by  liberating  large  volumes  of  chlorine  as  the  result 
of  electrolvsis. 


At  Butte,  Montana,  the  past  year  has  witnessed 
marked  reductions  in  the  cost  of  producing  copper  by 
the  scientific  application  of  power.  A  saving  of  from 
one  and  a  half  to  two  cents  a  pound  has  resulted  from 
the  substitution  of  compressed  air  for  steam  hoisting 
of  ore  and  the  use  of  electricity  in  underground  pump- 
ing, haulage  and  ventilation.  In  the  opinion  of  the 
State  mining  inspector  this  should  prolong  the  efifect- 
ive  life  of  the  camp  at  least  twenty  years,  as  the  lower 
grade  ores  can  now  be  mined  at  a  profit.  Thus  is 
electricity  repaying  the  debt  it  has  long  owed  mining. 
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Gone!  Gone  forever!  Like  the  rushing  waters 
another  year  has  spent  its  force  in  driving"  the  eternal 
wheels  of  time  and  hurried  on  its 
Turning  the  way  to  the  ocean  of  oblivion.   One 

Leaf  more  click  has  been  registered  by 

time's  infinite  meter,  whose  gears 
turn  not  backward  and  whose  dial  has  no  limit.  The 
old  year  is  thrown  on  the  scrap-heap  of  the  ages  and  a 
new  one  is  installed  in  its  place.  Yet  the  energy  of 
this  old  year  transmitted  to  the  distant  future  will  be 
the  motive  power  for  new  achievements  in  the  world 
of  progress. 

These  mutations  of  time  we  think  about  and 
commemorate,  forgetting  that  there  was  no  old  year 
and  is  no  new,  that  time  is  but  an  arbitrary  measure- 
ment of  duration,  that  what  we  call  marks  on  its  dial 
are  the  veriest  figments  of  our  imagination,  and  merely 
enable  us  to  mark  off  that  transient  piece  of  the  cease- 
less stream  with  which  we  are  momentarily  in  con- 
tact. 

The  year  to  come  differs  no  more  from  the  year 
that  is  gone  than  do  two  ticks  of  the  same  clock ;  they 
are  only  two  atoms  of  time.  This  new  year  will  be  like 
other  years,  with  their  complements  of  success  and 
failure,  hopes  and  disappointments,  joys  and  sorrows. 
From  the  hour  we  greet  it  with  "Hail"  to  the  day  we 
say  to  it  "Farewell,"  we  will  only  repeat  the  song  of 
the  ages,  which  no  man  has  yet  understood. 


The  time  honored  or  time  dishonored  expression 
heading  this  editorial,  first  brought  to  life  by  the  elder 
Vanderbilt,  as  alluded  to  in  the  re- 
The  Public  cent  remarks  of  Glenn  C.  Webster 

Be  Pleased  before   the   electrical   men   at   San 

Francisco,  California,  has  certainly 
softened  in  recent  years  to  the  more  highly  euphonious 
terms  "the  public  be  pleased." 

And  well  it  may. 

The  highly  centralized  and  specialized  mode  of 
modern  life,  both  in  business  and  in  the  home,  make 
a  perfectly  oiled  industrial  mechanism  imperative.  Let 
little  Willie  awaken  without  the  heat  and  water  to 
supply  the  "inner  boy"  and  whoever  said  that  the 
place  of  torture  set  aside  for  the  wicked  in  the  next 
world  was  the  worst  imaginable  will  soon  revise  his 
ideas.  Let  the  pulse  of  the  great  city  cease  its  trans- 
portation throbs,  or  cut  short  its  arteries  of  supplies 
for  one  brief  month  and  it  is  beyond  human  intelli- 
gence to  predict  the  result. 

And  so  it  is  that  when  the  very  life  and  welfare 
of  men  are  so  dependent  upon  the  great  utilities,  it 
liehooves  those  serving  the  public  to  lend  an  attentive 
and  reasonable  ear  to  just  demands  and  complaints. 

It  would  seem  hard  to  have  fairer,  more  intelli- 
gent men  at  the  helm  of  our  Western  corporations. 
Though  not  generally  known,  statistics  which  have 
been  carefully  and  quietly  collected  to  compare  the 
proportion  of  complaints,  for  instance,  in  our  mer- 
cantile establishments  as  compared  to  those  registered 
against  the  corporations  now  so  prominently  in  the 
public  eye,  are  most  flattering  to  the  latter  class.  The 
honor  then  would  seem  to  be  due  to  the  painstaking 
care  with  which  our  AVestern  public  service  corpora- 
tions are  endeavoring  to  live  up  to  the  new  golden 
rule  "the  public  be  pleased." 


Co-operation  has  been  tried  and  fuund  wanting  as 
a  panacea  for  business  ills.  It  is  under  the  bane  of 
the  Sherman  law,  and  until  that 
A  Harmonious  'lull    instrument   is   either   sharp- 

New  Year  ened  or  discarded  the  co-operator 

must  remain  under  the  glance 
askance.  Like  destructive  competition,  constructive 
co-operation  has  proved  inadequate.  Why?  The 
theory  of  co-operation  requires  that  everybody  get  to- 
gether. In  practice  some  are  left  out.  Its  fallacv  lies 
in  its  exclusiveness. 

In  the  electrical  business  there  have  been  organi- 
zations of  manufacturers  which  did  not  include  job- 
bers;  associations  of  jobbers,  which  did  not  contain 
contractors;  federations  of  contractors  which  did  not 
recognize  others  and  agreements  among  all  these 
which  did  not  seek  public  confidence.  Public  partici- 
pation is  the  one  thing  that  is  lacking  to  raise  co-oper- 
ation to  the  higher  plane  of  harmony. 

Harmony  is  all-inclusive  and  has  a  deeper  and 
more  essential  meaning  than  co-operation.  It  seeks 
the  good  of  all  concerned,  whether  supplier  or  con- 
sumer. Once  its  spirit  is  thoroughly  infused  there 
will  be  no  need  for  the  Sherman  or  any  other  law,  as 
all  will  be  working  for  the  common  welfare.  Aptly 
designated  as  "the  strength  and  support  of  all  so- 
cieties" we  would  especially  recommend  harmony  to 
the  consideration  of  the  newly  formed  Electrical  De- 
velopment League. 


He  who  delights  in  the  fallacies  and  fancies  of 
mathematical  recreations  and  pastimes  is  often  over- 
come with  the  apparent  complete 
Some  More  proof  of   some   mathematical    law 

Arithmetic  which    goes    to    demonstrate    the 

very  opposite  of  what  he  knows  to 
be  the  truth.  The  young  college  chap  goes  home  on 
a  Christmas  vacation  and  proudly  proves  to  father  on 
New  Year's  Day  that  there  are  two  ducks  on  the 
plate  instead  of  one.  The  old  man  is  overcome  with 
the  logic,  yet  his  forceful  answer  is  to  help  himself 
to  the  only  duck  and  invite  his  son  to  take  the  other. 

And  so  it  is  in  the  every  day  run  of  life. 

The  Southern  Pacific  Company  which  is  spending 
its  thousands  in  furnishing  its  library  cars  with  every- 
thing that  goes  toward  boosting  the  West  will  be 
repaid  many  times  over  for  its  consistent  eff'orts 
though  at  the  start  the  contrary  may  seem  more  likely 
to  happen.  A  systematic  education  does  more  for  the 
upbuilding  of  an  empire  than  any  other  factor  in  its 
growth. 

The  Journal  feels  flattered  Ihat  it  has  been  ac- 
corded the  privilege  by  tlie  .'-Southern  Pacific  Com- 
pany to  assist  in  this  educational  campaign  by  having 
its  pages  open  to  the  thousands  of  tourists  on  all 
Southern  Pacific  trains  seeking  opportunities  in  the 
West.  One  of  the  greatest  assets  of  the  West  is  its 
enormous  power  possibilities.  The  great  international 
exposition  of  191S  will  exploit  these  human  projects  in 
embryo  and  if  we  shall  be  able  to  contribute  our  mite 
toward  establishing  commercial  supremacy  for  the 
West  our  little  problem  in  arithmetic  which  we  have 
worked  upon  now  for  these  twenty-five  years  will 
lia\-e  been  successfully  solved. 
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PERSONALS. 

W.  W.  S.  Butler,  manager  of  the  Stockton  Gas  &  Electric 
Company,  of  Stockton,  is  at  San  Francisco. 

C.  D.  Garcelon,  head  of  the  Link  River  Electric  Company, 
of  Klamath  Falls,  Ore.,  is  at  San  Francisco. 

Frank  P.  Dunn  and  J.  R.  Duffy  of  the  Bay  Cities  Home 
Telephone  Company,  were  at  Los  Angeles  during  the  past 
week. 

K.  G.  Dunn,  electrical  engineer  with  Hunt,  Mirk  &  Com- 
pany, has  returned  to  San  Francisco  from  a*  business  trip 
to  Portland. 

"W.  M.  Wells,  assistant  engineer  of  the  Oregon  State  Rail- 
road Commission,  has  resigned  to  take  a  position  with  the 
California   Commission. 

William  C.  Faber,  formerly  with  the  Commonwealth 
Electric  Company,  of  Chicago,  is  now  with  the  power  contract 
department  of  the  Great  Western  Power  Company  at  San 
Francisco. 

S.  L.  Shuffleton,  of  Stone  &  Webster,  has  arrived  at  San 
Francisco  from  Fresno.  His  firm  has  supervision  of  an  im- 
portant development  on  Big  Creek  for  the  San  Joaquin  Light 
&   Power  Corporation. 

R.  J.  Chapman,  formerly  manager  of  the  Fowler  Utilities 
Company  at  Fowler,  Indiana,  is  looking  over  the  power  and 
light  field  on  the  Pacific  Coast  with  the  idea  of  making  per- 
manent affiliations  there. 

A.  F.  Hockenbeamer,  vice-president  and  treasurer  of  the 
Pacific  Gas  and  Electric  Co.,  is  at  New  York  where  he  concluded 
the  arrangements  for  the  sale  of  $10,000,000  of  the  Company's 
bends  to  J.   P.  Morgan. 

P.  D.  Fraser,  formerly  sales  engineer  with  the  San  Fran- 
cisco office  of  the  General  Electric  Company,  is  now  with 
the  company's  Portland  office,  where  he  will  continue  to 
make  a  specialty  of  high  tension  equipment. 

Elam  Miller  has  resigned  as  commercial  engineer  of  the 
Pacific  Telephone  &  Telegraph  Company  to  accept  a  position 
with  the  American  Telephone  &  Telegraph  Company  in  New 
Tork.      C.  P.  Morrill  has  been  appointed  to  succeed  him. 

D.  C.  McWatters,  vice-president  of  the  corporation  repre- 
senting the  Kuhn  interests  in  Idaho,  is  at  San  Francisco. 
This  Pittsburg  syndicate  is  now  making  a  prominent  feature 
of  supplying  electric  power  for  heating  purposes  in  Idaho  and 
elsewhere. 

Paul  Lebenbaum,  electrical  engineer  with  the  Southern 
Pacific  Company  at  Portland,  spent  the  past  week  at  San 
rYancisco  arranging  for  papers  to  be  presented  at  the  Pacific 
Coast  meeting  of  the  American  Institute  of  Electrical  Engi- 
neers at  Portland  in  April. 

Fred  L.  Webster,  Pacific  Coast  manager  for  the  Allis- 
Chalmers  Company,  returned  to  his  San  Francisco  headquar- 
ters during  the  past  week,  after  visiting  the  factory  at  Mil- 
waukee. The  company's  office  has  been  removed  to  the 
ground  floor  of  the  Rialto  Building. 

Louis  C.  Kelsey,  of  Portland,  Ore.,  has  been  employed 
by  the  Oregon  State  Board  of  Health  to  prepare  a  report  and 
estimates  on  cost  and  results  of  constructing  a  gravity  water 
system  from  Clear  Lake  in  the  Cascade  Mountains  to  the 
state  institutions  at  Eugene  and  Salem  and  for  providing 
adequate  water  for  the  cities  and  towns  from  Eugene  to  Salem. 

Wynn  Meredith,  Pacific  Coast  manager  for  Sanderson  & 
Porter,  of  New  York,  who  has  returned  to  his  San  Francisco 
office  from  British  Columbia,  announces  that  the  lowest  bid 
on  the  new  water  works  system  for  the  city  of  Victoria  was 
that  of  the  Westholme  Lumber  Company,  amounting  to 
$1,169,720.  Their  bid  was  for  a  reinforced  concrete  conduit 
ilow  line  and  included,  also,  the  steel  pressure-pipes,  dams, 
reservoirs,  etc.,  and  all  of  the  work. 


IN    MEMORIAM. 
Daniel    Carroll    Hemingray,    secretary    and    treasurer    of 
the  Hemingray  Glass   Company  of   Covington,   Ky.,   died  De- 
cember 14,  1911. 


TRADE    NOTES. 

Stone  &  Webster  Engineering  Corporation  announce 
the  change  of  their  offices  from  East  Water  and  East  Taylor 
streets  to  room  613  Lumbermen's  Building,  Portland. 

B.  A.  Hansen,  assistant  engineer  for  the  Evans-Dickson 
Company  of  Portland  and  Tacoma  is  superintending  the  in- 
stallment of  the  street  lighting  system,  at  Pasco,  Washington, 
for  which  the  above  company  has  the  contract. 

The  Standard  Underground  Cable  Company  has  been 
awarded  the  contract  for  furnishing  underground  cable  re- 
quired for  use  of  the  San  Francisco  Department  of  Electricity 
during  the  current  fiscal  year,  and  also  cable  required 
in  the  construction  of  underground  conduit  on  Polk  street 
for  the  fire  and  police  signal  system. 

Work  is  being  rushed  on  the  erection  of  the  Pacific  Gas 
&  Electric  Company's  Curtis  turbine  generating  sets  at  Station 
A.,  San  Francisco,  and  at  Station  C,  Oakland.  Sixteen  car- 
loads of  parts  for  the  15,000  kw.  turbine  for  the  former  station 
arrived  during  the  past  week.  Hunt,  Mirk  &  Company  have 
a  number  of  men  installing  the  Worthington  surface  con- 
densers at  both  stations.  The  condenser  base  of  one  of  these 
turbines  weighs  75  tons. 

The  Fort  Wayne  Electric  Works  furnishing  the  switch- 
board ani  control  apparatus  for  the  Southern  Sierras  Power 
Company  to  tie  in  and  operate  their  new  transmission  line 
with  that  of  the  Nevada,  California,  Power  Company,  a* 
Bishop,  Cal.  The  Southern  Sierras  line,  which  is  to  be  2f 
miles  in  length,  is  designed  to  operate  ultimately  at  15( 
000  volts  and  the  potential  transformers,  etc.,  are  built  tt. 
operate  on  this  voltage.  The  switches  will  be  air-controlled 
and  a  small  Ft.  Wayne  air  compressor,  motor  driven,  to- 
gether with  an  air  receiver  is  being  furnished  under  this  con- 
tract. 

R.  B.  Elder,  Pacific  sales  agent  for  The  Ideal  Electric  & 
Manufacturing  Company,  reports  the  following  recent  sales: 
A  complete  induction  motor  equipment  for  the  new  shops, 
on  the  Oakland  Estuary,  of  the  Atlas  Gas  Engine  Company ; 
motor  equipment  for  the  shops  of  the  Fess  System  Company, 
also  the  Pacific  Gear  &  Tool  Works;  the  installation  in  the 
new  Pantages  Theatre  of  two  175  r.p.m.  special  fan  blower 
motors;  a  ten  ton  crane  equipped  with  three  slip  ring  motors 
for  the  Best  Gas  Traction  Company,  also  an  order  from  this 
company  for  twenty-five  equipments  for  their  new  combined 
harvester,  each  equipment  consisting  of  a  20  kw.  generator, 
15  h.p.,  variable  speed  motor  and  7%  h.p.,  induction  motor 
with  controllers;  twenty  Type  "A",  3  phase,  220  volt  induc- 
tion motors  to  the  Mare  Island  Navy  Yard,  ranging  in  sizes 
from  1  to  20  h.p.;  Nevada  Petroleum  Company,  a  75  kw.,  a.c. 
generator  equipment. 


GENERAL   ELECTRIC  COMPANY  IN   NEW  OFFICES. 

Beginning  with  the  first  of  the  new  year  the  San  Fran- 
cisco offices  of  the  General  Electric  Company  will  be  sit- 
uated on  the  seventh  and  eighth  floors  of  the  Rialto  Build- 
ing at  New  Montgomery  and  Mission  streets.  The  new  quar- 
ters are  more  commodious  and  convenient  than  those  whic.'i 
the  company  has  occupied  in  the  Nevada  National  Bank 
Building  for  the  past  five  years  and  this  change  reflects  the 
tremendous  business  strides  that  this  company  has  made  on 
the  Pacific  Coast  during  this  period. 


REMOVAL  NOTICE. 

On  and  after  January  1,  1912,  the  Fort  Wayne  Electric 
Works  and  Sprague  Electric  Works  of  the  General  Electric 
Company  will  be  located  in  their  new  offices.  Rooms  301-313 
Rialto  Building,  San  Francisco. 


December  30,  1911.] 
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NOTES    ON     ELECTRICAL    DEVELOPMENTS    FOR     1911— 

GENERAL    ELECTRIC    COMPANY. 

Electric    Railway    Development. 

The  past  year  has  witnessed  much  activity  in  the  increase 
of  equipment  by  electric  railways  in  all  sections  of  the  coun- 
try, the  electrification  of  steam  railroad  lines  and  the  de- 
velopment of  electric  railway  apparatus.  Of  particular  inter- 
est is  the  marked  tendency  towards  the  replacement  of  exist- 
ing power  stations  having  units  of  small  capacity  with  cen- 
tralized power  plants  containing  large  Curtis  turbine  units. 
On  the  Pacific  Coast  the  United  Railways  of  San  Francisco 
have  installed  a  9000  kw.  Curtis  turbine  unit  to  act  as  an 
auxiliary  to  the  water  power  system  of  the  San  Francisco  & 
Sierra  Power  Company.  This  is  the  second  unit  of  this 
type  and  capacity  which  this  company  has  installed. 

The  tendency  towards  the  installation  of  large  units 
noted  in  power  station  construction,  also  extends  to  the  sub- 
stations. These  include  six  1000  kw.  G.  E.  motor  generator 
sets  for  the  Portland  Railway,  Light  &  Power  Company,  one 
1500  kw.  motor  generator  set  for  the  United  Railways  Com- 
pany of  San  Francisco,  one  1.500  kw.  rotary  converter  for  the 
Pacific  Electric  Railway,  of  Los  Angeles,  and  five  500  kw. 
1200-volt  rotary  converters  for  the  Oregon  Electric  Railway 
of  Portland. 

The  gratifying  results  secured  with  the  use  of  General 
Electric  commutating  pole  railway  motors  has  resulted  in 
placing  of  large  orders  for  this  type  of  motor,  both  for  the 
equipment  of  new  cars  and  the  replacement  of  older  type 
motors.  Among  other  important  installations  were  fifty 
70  h.p.  four-motor  equipments  for  the  Pacific  Electric  Rail- 
M  ay,  of  Los  Angeles,  eighty  50  h.p.  four-motor  equipments 
for  the  United  Railroads,  sixty  50  h.p.  two-motor  sets  for  the 
Oakland  Traction  Company,  and  130  70  h.p.  two-motor  sets 
for  the  Portland  Railway,  Light  &  Power  Company. 

Perhaps  the  most  important  development  in  electric  rail- 
way apparatus  that  has  been  made  during  the  past  year  is 
the  G.  B.  "light  weight"  railway  motor.  A  50  h.p.  G.  E. 
"light  weight"  motor  weighs  750  lbs.  less  than  motors  of 
the  same  capacity  now  in  general  use. 

During  the  past  year  a  number  of  steam  railroad  com- 
panies have  either  commenced  operation  of  electrified  lines, 
or  have  placed  orders  for  additional  electrical  equipment.  In 
.June  the  Southern  Pacific  railroad  commenced  the  operation 
of  its  electrified  suburban  lines  in  the  vicinity  of  Oakland, 
Cat.  These  lines  are  operated  with  the  1200-volt  direct  cur- 
rent railway  system — the  initial  installation  including  sixty- 
five  motor  cars,  each  equipped  with  four  G.  E.-207  (125  h.p.) 
motors  and  Sprague  General  Electric  type  M  control.  The 
overhead  trolley  system  is  used,  current  being  supplied  by 
twenty  750  kw.  G.  E.  rotary  converters  connected  two  in 
series. 

1200-Volt    Direct    Current    Railway    System. 

A  number  of  interurban  railway  companies  have  during 
the  past  year  installed  1200-volt  direct  current  railway 
apparatus.  The  Oregon  Electric  Railway,  of  Portland,  Ore. 
(now  operating  some  seventy  miles  of  road),  has  recently 
placed  orders  for  the  necessary  equipment  to  change  to  the 
1200-volt  d.  c.  system.  Some  seventy  miles  of  additional 
road  will  be  built  and  equipped  with  this  system. 

Rheostats  and  Controllers. 
A  complete  line  of  theater  dimmers  has  been  developed 
and  a  number  of  these  devices  are  now  in  successful  opera- 
tion. The  CR-128  automatic  starters  for  slip  ring  induction 
motors  have  been  redesigned.  Several  interesting  installa- 
tions of  controlling  devices  for  use  with  moter  operated  tire 
pumps  have  been  made.  This  controller  consists  of  a 
totally     enclosed     combined     automatic     and     hand-operated 


rheostat  and  a  panel  on  which  are  mounted  line  switch,  cir- 
cuit breakers,  contactors,  and  indicating  lamps. 

Ihe  first  a.  c.  motor  and  controller  for  operating  a  large 
newspaper  press  was  installed  for  the  Knickerbocker  Press, 
Albany,  N.  Y.  It  is  a  two-motor  equipment  consisting  of 
a  50  h.p.  slip  ring  type  of  induction  motor  and  a  7%  h.p.  in- 
duction motor  of  the  squirrel  cage  type.  The  control  is 
entirely  automatic  and  operated  by  means  of  push  button 
stations  at  various  places  around  the  press. 

A  liquid  rheostat  has  also  been  developed  for  controlling 
alternating  current  motors  used  in  connection  with  mine 
hoisting  equipments.  It  consists  of  stationary  electrodes  as- 
sembled in  a  suitable  tank,  the  resistance  variation  being  ob- 
tained by  varying  the  volume  of  the  conducting  liquid  between 
the  electrodes.  Means  are  also  provided  for  cooling  the 
electrolyte. 

Motors. 

Many  improvements  have  been  made  in  the  mechanical 
features  of  the  open  type  mill  motors,  slow  speed  d.  c.  crane 
motors  and  the  close-coupled  type  of  two-bearing  motor  gen- 
erating sets. 

A  unique  type  of  G.  E.  single-phase  alternating  current 
linotype  outfit  has  recently  been  standardized  for  commer- 
cial operation.  Motors  are  provided  with  split  phase  wind- 
ings, consisting  of  two  sections,  the  first  being  used  to  obtain 
the  requisite  starting  torque,  the  second  becoming  active 
only  when  the  motor  has  attained  full  speed.  The  motor  is 
arranged  to  slide  laterally  in  its  bearings  a  short  distance,  the 
core  being  displaced  from  the  field  in  the  starting  position. 
Two  carbon  brushes  resting  on  a  collector  ring  complete  the 
circuit  of  the  starting  section  of  the  motor  winding.  The  motor 
accelerates  automatically  without  the  use  of  external  starter 
and  centrifugal  device. 

The  General  Electric  Company  has  recently  placed  on 
the  market  a  new  line  of  polyphase  varying  speed  exhaust 
sets  having  a  simple  and  efficient  method  of  speed  control. 
The  rotor  of  these  sets  has  separate  windings  of  different 
electrical  characteristics,  the  high-speed  section  consisting 
of  a  squirrel  cage  low  resistance  rotor,  the  low  speed  being 
obtained  by  a  ring  rotor  of  cast  iron. 

Many  refinements  have  also  been  made  in  the  present  en- 
larged line  of  standard  riveted  frame  motors. 

A  %  h.p.  a.  c.  and  d.  c.  and  a  %  h.p.  d.  c.  motor  have 
been  added  to  the  Ine  of  drawn  shell  small  motors  and  the 
mechanical  construction  has  been  greatly  improved. 

A  reversing  type  of  polyphase  motor  with  high  torque 
and  low  armature  inertia  has  been  put  on  the  market  for  all 
work  requiring  frequent  reversals. 

Turbo  Generators. 

Great  advances  have  been  made  in  the  development  of 
horizontal  shaft  generators;  these,  for  most  part,  operating 
at  higher  speeds  than  the  vertical  shaft  type  of  the  same 
rapacities  that  have  been  built  heretofore. 

Sixty  cycle  horizontal  shaft  generators  at  speeds  of  3600 
have  been  developed  in  300  kw.,  1000  kw.,  1500  kw.  and  2000 
kw.  sizes.  There  have  been  developed  a  sixty-cycle,  7500  kw. 
1800  r.  p.  m.,  a  twenty-five-cycle,  7500  kw.  1500  r.  p.  ra.,  and  a 
thirty-cycle,  7500  kw.   1800  r.  p.  m.  generator. 

In  the  vertical  type  generators  several  20,000  kw.  ma- 
chines have  been  built  during  the  past  year.  Some  of  these 
are  wound  for  6600  volts  and  are  being  installed  in  the  Water- 
side No.  1  plant  of  the  New  York  Edison  Company.  One  of 
them  has  been  in  successful  operation  for  about  one  month. 
They  are  being  placed  where  reciprocating  engine  units  of 
3500  kw.  capacity  have  been  in  service  for  ten  or  eleven  years. 
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Water-Wheel  Driven  Generators. 

A  large  number  of  interesting  generators  of  botli  tlie 
horizontal  and  vertical  type  have  been  developed  for  opera- 
tion at  speeds  somewhat  higher,  and  also  at  the  lowest  speed 
heretofore  attempted. 

The  lowest  speed  generator  of  either  horizontal  or  verti- 
cal type  that  has  ever  been  built  by  the  General  Electric  Com- 
pany is  the  9000  kw.  three-phase,  twenty-five-cycle,  11,000-volt 
type  for  the  Mississippi  Power  Company,  Keokuk,  Iowa.  The 
speed  is  57.7  r.  p.  m.,  and  the  weight  of  each  generator  com- 
plete is  over  600,000  lbs.      Twelve  of  these  are  now  on  order. 

A  large  number  of  horizontal  shaft  generators  of  ordinary 
capacities  and  speeds  have  been  developed  during  the  past 
year,  nearly  all  of  them  for  sixty-cycle  service.  The  highest 
speed  machine  is  a  fifty-cycle  generator  rated  7000  kw.  at 
EGO  r.  p.  m.  Four  of  these  are  being  built  for  the  Katsura- 
gawa  Hydro  Electric  Power  Company,  Japan,  13,900  k.v.a. 
sixty-cycle,  three-phase,  4000-volt  generators  at  200  r.  p.  m. 
are  being  built  for  the  Washington  Water  Power  Company, 
Spokane,  Wash. 

G.  E.  Steam,  Air  and  Water  Flow  IVleters. 

Early  in  the  year  the  indicating  type  FS-2  boiler  meter 
was  placed  on  the  market.  By  certain  modifications  the 
standard  recording  steam  meter  is  used  as  a  recording  water 
meter.  This  meter  is  also  being  furnished  for  measuring 
boiler  feed  water;  in  fact  for  any  purpose  where  water  is 
conveyed  in  closed  pipes  or  conduits. 

To  measure  and  record  the  rate  of  flow  of  air,  the  type 
RA  recording  air  flow  meter,  which  is  a  modification  of  the 
recording  steam  flow  meter,  has  been  placed  on  the  market. 
This  instrument  has  proved  very  successful  in  the  measure- 
ment of  compressed  air  used  for  manufacturing  purposes, 
driving  compressed  air  machinery,  mines,  etc.  It  has  also 
been  modified  so  as  to  make  it  suitable  for  measuring  the 
flow  of  natural  gas.  Very  recently  a  flowmeter  planimeter, 
— an  instrument  for  summing  up  the  charts  obtained  from 
steam,  air  and  water  flow  meters — has  been  placed  on  the 
market. 

Feeder  Regulators. 

A  contract  has  recently  been  closed  by  the  City  Electric 
Company,  San  Francisco,  with  the  General  Electric  Company, 
for  one  o.  r.  t.-690-k.  v.  a.  10,750  volts  primary — 265  amperes 
secondary,  automatic  regulator — to  be  used  in  conjunction  with 
one  w.  c.  t.-575  k.  v.  a.  10,750  volts  Y-9500  volts  T-auto  trans- 
former, for  the  purpose  of  tying  the  Folsom  street  station 
of  the  company  with  that  of  the  generating  station  at  Oak- 
land. This  necessitated  the  laying  of  a  submarine  cable 
across  San  Francisco  Baj--.  The  scheme  as  laid  out  is 
a.rranged  so  that  during  the  greater  part  of  the  time  the  Oak- 
land station  will  be  supplying  the  power  to  the  City  Electric 
Company,  but  if  emergency  arises  power  can  be  supplied  to 
the  City  Electric  Company  and  delivered  to  the  busses  of  the 
Oakland  station.  The  combination  is  to  deliver  5200  k.v.a. 
through  the  bay  cable  from  Oakland  to  San  Francisco.  As 
the  bus  voltage  in  Oakland  is  12,000,  and  that  in  San  Fran- 
cisco is  normally  11,500,  the  combination  of  auto  transformer 
and  automatic  feeder  regulator  is  so  arranged  that  these  vol- 
tages can  be  raised  or  lowered  in  accordance  with  the  load 
demand,  or  can  be  kept  at  normal  voltage  on  either  bus, 
depending  upon  which  station  is  supplying  the  power. 

Another  notable  installation  of  General  Electric  feeder 
regulators  is  that  of  the  Great  Falls  Power  Company  at  the 
Rainbow  station.  From  the  Rainbow  station  two  150-mile 
transmission  lines  run  to  Butte;  also  a  transmission  line  of 
about  five  miles  long  to  Great  Falls  and  the  B.  &  M.  smelter. 
Since  each  of  these  transmission  lines  to  Butte  took  an  excit- 
ing current  of  approximately  6000  k.  v.  a.,  it  was  necessary  to 
hold  the  station  bus  bars  at  6100  volts  in  order  to  have  the 
required  6600  volts  at  Butte.  Also  in  case  of  one  or  both 
of  these  transmission  lines  being  suddenly  opened,  the  voltage 
at  the  bus  bar  would  fluctuate  anywhere  from  6100  to  7600 
volts.       When  the  busses  were  operating  at  6100  volts  the 


induction   motors    at   Great   Falls    would   run   extremely   hot 
because  of  low  voltage.       To  remedy  these  defects  an  auto- 
matic three-phase  voltage  regulator,  rated  at  800  k.  v.  a.  6600 
volts,  was  installed  in  the  Great  Falls  transmission  line. 
Concrete  Core  Reactances. 

The  year  1911  witnessed  the  development  of  a  new  type 
of  current  limiting  reactance  for  protecting  transformers  and 
turbo  generators  from  the  severe  mechanical  shocks  resultant 
v.-ith  short  circuits.  The  reactances  are  intended  for  connec- 
tion in  series  with  transformer  or  feeder  lines,  or  between 
sections  of  the  bus  bars,  one  for  each  phase,  and  are  designed 
to  develop  with  normal  line  current  a  voltage  drop  of  from 
4  to  10  per  cent  of  line  voltage,  6  per  cent  being  considered 
standard. 

On  account  of  the  heavy  flux  caused  by  these  reactances 
it  is  necessary  to  avoid  magnetic  material  in  the  reactance  or 
its  vicinity.  The  core  or  supporting  structure  consists  of 
a  hollow  concrete  pilar,  upon  the  outer  cylindrical  surface  of 
which  are  bolted  the  radial  coil  supports  of  rosin-treated 
wood.  The  conductor  consists  of  stranded  bare  cable 
wound  in  grooves  in  the  wood  supports,  which  are  protected 
from  contact  with  the  cable  by  heat  shields  of  asbestos.  All 
the  metal  parts  used  in  the  construction  are  either  of  brass 
or  non-magnetic  alloy. 

Transformers. 

High  voltage  self-cooled  outdoor  transformers  have  re- 
cently been  built  in  capacities  of  1000  k.  v.  a.  and  500  k.  v.  a.  for 
110,000  volt  service,  being  the  highest  voltage  transformers 
ever  attempted  in  either  the  self-cooled  or  outdoor  types. 

A  notable  achievement  during  the  past  year  was  the  con- 
struction in  the  Plttsfield  works  of  the  General  Electric  Com- 
pany of  two  500  k.  V.  a.  750,000  volt  testing  transformers.  One 
of  these  transformers  is  for  use  in  the  Pittsfield  factory  for 
insulation  tests  and  experiments  in  high  voltage  phenomena. 
The  transformer  has  been  operated  up  to  900,000  volts.  At 
this  potential  no  corona  was  noticed  on  the  transformer  or 
high-tension  leads. 


CHANGE  IN  AGENCY  ARRANGEIVIENTS. 

Pierson,  Roeding  &  Company  announce  that,  on  January 
1,  1912,  the  existing  agency  agreement  between  their  company 
and  the  Ohio  Brass  Company,  of  Mansfield,  Ohio,  for  the  sale 
of  0-B  Overhead  Materials,  Rail  Bonds  and  Car  Equipment 
Specialties,  will  be  terminated.  Since  the  early  part  of  1906, 
Pierson,  Roeding  &  Company  have  been  the  exclusive  Pacific 
Coast  agents  for  all  0-B  material  except  Hi-Tension  por- 
celain. During  the  past  two  years  a  separate  selling  arrange- 
ment has  been  maintained  covering  the  Hi-Tension  porcelain 
specialties  manufactured  by  the  Ohio  Brass  Company.  The 
sale  of  this  material  has  been  in  the  hands  of  the  Holabird- 
Reynolds  Company  of  San  Francisco  who  will  hereafter  also 
represent  the  Ohio  Brass  Company  tor  their  Railway  Ma- 
terials in  the  State  of  California. 

During  all  this  time,  and  in  fact  since  porcelain  insu- 
lators came  into  use,  Pierson,  Roeding  &  Company  have 
been  the  exclusive  Pacific  Coast  Agents  for  the  Locke  Insu- 
lator Manufacturing  Company,  handling  the  well  known 
"Victor"  Porcelain,  which  company  they  will  continue  to 
represent. 

By  mutual  agreement  it  has  been  decided  that  separate 
agency  arrangements  for  Hi-Tension  materials  and  for  O-B 
electric  railway  equipment  will  eventually  prove  unsatis- 
factory and  that  the  general  business  of  both  companies  will 
be  better  served  by  a  single  agency  for  these  divisions  of 
the  0-B  product. 

Pierson,  Roeding  &  Company  bespeak  for  the  new  agents, 
the  continued  support  of  customers  for  the  Ohio  Brass  Com- 
pany's railway  materials,  which  has  been  accorded  to  them 
in  the  past. 

Announcement  regarding  Pierson,  Roeding  &  Company's 
further  agency  plans  will  be  made  at  a  later  date. 
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WESTINGHOUSE    ELECTRIC    PROGRESS    DURING    1911. 

Continuing  the  summary  of  development  of  tlie  Westing- 
house  Electric  &  Manufacturing  Company  during  1911,  as 
published  in  these  columns  last  week,  the  development  of 
transformers  has  not  seen  any  marked  innovation.  The 
general  tendency  trends  more  and  more  towards  the  elimina- 
tion of  transformers  requiring  auxiliary  cooling  devices,  and 
the  increased  use  of  seif-cooled  transformers  which  necessi- 
tate no  auxiliary  devices.  This  eliminates  to  a  great  extent 
the  necessity  for  expensive  and  careful  attendance.  The 
well  known  tubular  type  of  transformer,  brought  out  by  the 
Westinghouse  company,  is  used  for  the  larger  capacities  of 
the  oil  insulated,  self-cooled  types.  A  number  of  these  large 
tubular  type  transformers  of  various  sizes  and  characteristics 
have  been  built. 

The  outdoor  transformer,  for  voltages  higher  than  those 
ordinarily  used  in  distribution  work,  has  been  brought  to 
such  a  state  of  development  that  it  is  being  used  in  con- 
stantly increasing  numbers  for  all  classes  of  work.  While 
designed  for  outdoor  service,  it  is  but  slightly  more  expensive 
than  that  designed  for  indoor  use,  and  it  eliminates  expensive 
building  construction.  This  saving  in  the  first  cost  of  an 
installation  has  made  many  a  proposition  feasible  where 
means  could  not  be  obtained  for  an  installation  requiring  a 
building,  indoor  transformers  and  switching  equipment. 

There  has  been  a  tendency,  though  not  a  decidedly 
marked  one,  towards  the  three-phase  transformer  rather  than 
the  use  of  three  single-phase  transformers. 

In  general,  the  work  of  the  year  has  been  more  for  the 
betterment  of  the  details  entering  into  the  design;  thus  con- 
forming with  the  specifications. 

One  rather  interesting  feature  has  been  the  development 
of  a  special  car  for  shipment  of  large  transformers  complete 
ready  for  installation.  This  method  has  proven  to  be  the 
ideal  way  to  ship  transformers.  It  eliminates  delay  and 
expense  in  Installation  after  the  transformer  is  received  at 
destination.  With  the  ordinary  type  of  flat  car  there  is 
often  insufficient  head  room  or  clearance  on  the  railroads 
for  the  larger  transformers,  and  the  special  cars  which  have 
been  built  for  this  particular  purpose  have  made  it  possible  to 
ship  very  much  larger  capacities. 

Electric  Light  Development. 

The  past  year  has  been  marked  by  numerous  improve- 
ments in  arc  and  incandescent  lamps  of  a  year  ago,  together 
with  the  introduction  of  new  types.  The  standard  line  of 
enclosed  carbon  arc  lamps  of  the  alternating  and  direct-cur- 
rent types  for  constant  potential  and  constant  current  cir- 
cuits; as  well  as  the  direct  current  series  multiple  lamp,  have 
continued  in  large  demand  notwithstanding  the  newer  types. 
The  metallic  flame  arc  lamp,  using  electrodes  of  a  metallic 
nature,  although  comparatively  new,  has  attained  a  breadth 
of  use  greatly  in  excess  of  previous  years.  The  principle 
changes  in  the  metallic  flame  arc  lamp  have  been  a  reduction 
in  weight,  and  certain  improvements  in  the  design  of  glass 
globes  for  securing  the  best  light  distribution. 

The  most  important  advance,  however,  in  the  arc  lamp 
field  has  been  the  introduction  of  a  long-burning,  impreg- 
nated carbon  flaming  arc  lamp.  The  carbon  flaming  arc 
lamp,  with  its  penetrating  yellow  light,  has  been  familiar  for 
some  time.  The  chief  objection  to  the  old  lamp  has  been 
the  extremely  short  life  of  electrodes,  but  this  new  lamp, 
with  its  high  candlepower  and  the  excellent  feature  of  long 
electrode  life,  greatly  increases  the  possibilities  in  the  appli- 
cation of  carbon  flaming  lamps. 

The  combined  carbon-filament  and  tungsten  lamp  sales 
during  the  past  year  have  been  notable.  While  the  carbon- 
filament  lamp  has  maintained  substantially  the  same  demand 
as  in  former  years,  the  tungsten  lamp  sales  have  seen  a 
remarkable  increase.  The  wire  type  continuous  filament 
timgsten  lamp,  introduced  several  years  ago,  is  no  longer  a 
venture,  but  has  demonstrated  its  superiority  over  older  types 
by  its  rugged  characteristics  and  long  life. 


New  Motors. 

During  the  past  year  the  Westinghouse  company  placed 
en  the  market  two  new  motors  of  special  interest. 

The  type  SK  motor  is  designed  for  general  power  pur- 
poses. Its  chief  characteristics  are  simplicity  of  construc- 
tion, light  weight,  and  excellent  commutation  under  all  con- 
ditions of  load.  The  motor  frame  is  a  rolled  steel  ring  and 
tue  feet  are  pressed  steel  rivited  to  the  ring.  Each  motor 
oi  the  line  has  commutating  poles. 

The  new  Westinghouse  direct-current  mill  motor,  type 
MC,  represents  the  most  advanced  design  in  motors  for  severe 
unremittent  service.  It  is  not  only  sufficiently  strong  to 
withstand  the  roughest  usage  of  mill  service,  but  every  detail 
is  so  designed  that  the  cost  of  maintenance  is  reduced  to  a 
minimum  and  repairs  and  renewals,  when  necessary,  can  be 
Diade  with  the  least  loss  of  time. 


THE  WESTINGHOUSE  IVIACHINE  CO. 
DEVELOPMENTS  DURING  1911. 
The  past  year  has  witnessed  notable  achievements  in  the 
engineering  activities  of  this  company.  Chief  among  these 
and  probably  that  which  has  attracted  widest  attention  among 
engineers  has  been  the  development  of  a  successful  high- 
power  reduction  gear  for  use  with  steam  turbines.  The 
interesting  and  distinguishing  characteristics  of  this  gear  is 
in  the  hyoraulic  support  of  the  pinion  frame,  by  means  of 
whch  an  even  distribution  of  tooth  pressures  is  secured,  thus 
eliminating  the  question  of  wear,  which  has  heretofore  pre- 
\'ented  a  more  general  acceptance  of  the  large  geared  turbine 
unit.  There  are  at  the  present  time  seven  of  such  units  in 
successful  operation,  the  service  comprising  direct  current 
generation,  marine  propulsion  and  centrifugal  pump  drive. 
Undoubtedly  its  widest  use  will  be  in  the  application  of  tur- 
bine drive  to  large  direct  current  generators,  this  being 
impracticable  in  the  direct  connected  unit,  owing  to  excessive 
commutator  surface  speeds  and  difficulties  attendant  thereto. 

Turbines. 

In  turbine  work  a  more  general  use  of  the  efficient  com- 
bined type  employing  low  pressure  reaction  and  high  pres- 
sure impulse  blading  is  to  be  noted.  This  has  resulted  not 
only  in  the  production  of  superior  economies,  but  also  a  more 
compact  and  mechanical  construction.  Reaction  or  Parsons' 
blading  has  been  retained  in  the  low  pressure  and  inter- 
mediate stages,  as  it  is  admittedly  the  most  efficient  type 
in  the  lower  pressure  ranges. 

The  development  of  the  automatic  bleeder  turbine  has 
been  a  most  important  one  in  its  economic  solution  of  the 
problem  existing  in  central  stations  or  industrial  power 
plants  supplying  low  pressure  steam  for  heating  or  other 
requirements  in  addition  to  its  electrical  load. 

The  feature  of  the  turbine  is  an  automatic  valve  located 
between  the  intermediate  and  low  pressure  sections,  which 
diverts  steam  at  the  pressure  and  in  the  quantity  desired  to 
the  heating  system,  the  remainder  passing  through  the  low 
pressure  and  doing  useful  work. 

In  the  design  of  the  small  re-entry  type  impulse  turbine 
for  driving  centrifugal  pumps  and  direct  current  generators 
progress  has  been  similarly  in  evidence.  A  great  number 
of  these  units  varying  in  capacity  from  1  kw.  to  300  kw.  have 
been  built  and  found  to  satisfactorily  meet  the  demands  of 
the  service.  They  are  chiefly  used  as  excitation  sets  or  for 
boiler  feeding  in  large  central  stations,  and  frequently  as  the 
main  units  in  small  isolated  plants. 

Condensers. 
While  there  have  been  no  material  changes  introduced 
in  the  general  design  of  the  Leblanc  condenser  built  by  the 
company,  the  past  year  has  shown  steady  advances  in  the 
size  of  units  and  "turn"  type  condensers  are  now  in  commer- 
cial service,  having  a  condensing  capacity  of  250,000  pounds 
ci  steam  per  hour. 
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NEWS  NOTES 


INCORPORATIONS. 
AnSALIA,  CAL. — The  Ducor-California  Hot  Springs  Tele- 
plione  &  Telegraph  Company  have  filed  articles  of  incorpora- 
tion. The  capital  stock  of  the  company  is  $10,000,  the  fol- 
lowing directors  being  named:  L.  S.  Wingrove,  Hot  Springs; 
F.  M.  Carlisle,  Ducor;  H.  F.  Brey,  Porterville;  M.  F.  Single- 
ton, Ducorfi  and  J.  F.  Guthrie,  White  River.  It  is  declared 
intention  of  this  company  to  build  and  maintain  a  teleph'^ne 
system  between  the  towns  of  Hot  Springs,  Ducor,  Terra  Bella, 
Porterville'  and  Rich  Grove.  The  estimated  length  of  the 
line  will  be  43  miles. 


ILLUMINATION. 

VISALIA,  CAL.— Exeter's  Board  of  City  Trustees  has 
adopted  and  advertised  tor  sale  the  franchise  sought  by  the 
Tulare   County   Power  Company. 

ANTIOCH,  CAL. — The  city  authorities  of  Antioch  are  con- 
templating an  election  in  the  near  future  for  the  establish- 
ment of  an  electric  light  and  power  plant. 

LOS  ANGELES,  CAL. — Residents  of  Hawthorne  will  soon 
hold  another  election  for  the  purpose  of  petitioning  the 
county  supervisors  to  install  100  more  street  lights. 

PASCO,  WASH. — Probably  the  most  important  matter  to 
come  before  the  City  Council  will  be  the  matter  of  extend- 
ing the  franchise  of  the  Paciiic  Power  &  Light  Co. 

SPOKANE,  WASH.— The  Inter-Mountain  Supply  Com- 
pany, with  offices  in  the  Hutton  Building,  bid  $9404  for  in- 
stalling the  electroliers  against  $9803.65  bid  by  the  Washing- 
ton Water  Power  Company. 

MONTPELIBR,  IDAHO. — The  Telluride  Power  Company 
has  been  awarded  a  franchise  to  operate  and  maintain  an 
electric  light  and  power  plant  here  and  same  must  be 
in  operation  within  nine  months. 

FALLON,  CAL. — The  City  Council  passed  an  ordinance 
authorizing  the  city  of  Fallon  to  construct  an  electrical  light- 
ing, heating  and  power  system  to  borrow  $15,000  for  said  pur- 
pose, and  to  issue  and  sell  bonds  of  said  city  therefor. 

EUGENE,  ORE. — Extensive  improvements  of  the  light- 
ing system  by  the  extension  of  the  lines  and  the  installation 
of  a  tungsten  system  through  the  residence  districts  are  being 
planned  for  by  Engineer  Alvin  Myers,  who  is  in  charge  of 
the  city  lighting  plant. 

LOS  ANGELES,  CAL.— Specifications  for  street  lighting 
for  the  coming  year  have  been  prepared  by  R.  H.  Manahan, 
city  electrician,  and  sent  to  the  Board  of  Public  Works.  The 
board  has  sent  them  to  the  council  with  a  request  for  au- 
thorization to  advertise  for  bids. 

HALF  MOON  BAY,  CAL.— An  election  will  be  held  in 
the  Half  Moon  Bay  Lighting  District  of  San  Mateo  County, 
January  13,  1912,  for  the  purpose  of  voting  on  the  question 
of  installing  and  maintaining  a  system  of  street  lights  on 
the   public    highways    of   the   said    district. 

ELLENSBURG,  WASH.— The  City  Council  has  voted  to 
install  cluster  lights  on  all  the  business  streets  of  the  city 
from  Third  to  Fifth  and  from  Main  to  Pine.  The  lights  have 
been  installed  on  lower  Third  street,  from  the  depot  to  Main 
street,  and  have  proved  highly  satisfactory. 

GLENDALE,  CAL.— The  City  Clerk  will  receive  sealed 
bids  up  to  January  8th  for  furnishing  the  city  with  single- 
phase  transforming  capacity  5  to  50  kilowatts,  induction  in- 
tegrating wattmeters,  tungsten  and  carbon  incandescent 
lamps.  Goods  must  pass  inspection  by  the  manager  of  the 
Glendale    Municipal    Lighting    Department. 


MOXEE  CITY,  WASH.— The  officers  of  the  Moxee  City 
Commercial  Club  have  signed  contracts  with  the  Pacific 
Power  &  Light  Company  for  electric  lighting  the  village.  The 
pov^^er  will  be  stepped  down  from  the  high  tension  line  run- 
ning from  North  Yakima  to  Priest  Rapids. 

REDWOOD  CITY,  CAL.— Attorney  A.  Kincaid,  in  behalf 
of  the  Halfmoon  Bay  Light  &  Power  Company,  has  presented 
a  petition  for  a  franchise  to  erect  poles  and  wires  in  the  First 
Road  District.  The  Clerk  has  published  the  notice  offering 
the  franchise  for  sale,  bids  to  be  opened  at  the  first  meeting 
in   February. 

VALLEJO,  CAL.— Prof.  C.  L.  Cory,  head  of  the  elec- 
trical department  at  the  University  of  California,  who  had 
been  employed  by  the  city  to  give  an  expert  opinion  on  the 
value  of  the  Vallejo  Light  &  Power  Company,  has  advised  the 
city  to  pay  $115,000  for  the  plant  as  it  stands.  The  commis- 
sioners will  probably  submit  to  the  people  a  bond  election 
for  the  purchase  of  the  old  system  as  a  start  for  a  municipal 
plant. 

MARTINEZ,  CAL.— Van  E.  Britton,  a  son  of  John  E.  Brit- 
ton,  president  of  the  Pacific  Gas  &  Electric  Company,  has 
been  granted  a  franchise  to  lay  gas  mains  along  the  county 
roads  to  connect  the  towns  of  Antioch,  Pittsburg,  Bay  Point, 
Concord  and  Martinez.  The  home  office  of  the  new  gas  con- 
cern, of  which  young  Britton  is  the  head,  is  to  be  situated  at 
the  little  town  of  Pittsburg.  Franchises  to  supply  gas  to 
the  residents  of  the  various  towns  have  already  been  procured. 


TRANSMISSION. 

IRONDALE,  WASH.— The  Olympic  Power  Company  is 
making  preparations  for  the  extension  of  its  transmission  line 
from  here  to  Bremerton,  a  distance  of  forty  miles. 

CLE  ELUM,  WASH.— The  Brown  Company  of  Seattle  has 
been  commissioned  by  the  Kittitas  Railway  &  Power  Com- 
pany to  make  surveys  for  its  new  hydroelectric  development 
and  electric  railway  from  this  city  to  the  Cle  Elum  mining 
district,  a  distance  of  40  miles,  at  a  cost  of  $1,500,000,  and  also 
to  prepare  plans  for  the  construction  of  light  and  power  plant 
and  mechanical  equipment  for  the  mines  of  the  Castle  Rock 
Light,  Heat  &  Power  Company,  at  Castle  Rock.  About  $275,- 
000  is  to  be  expended. 


TRANSPORTATION. 

SACRAMENTO,  CAL.— The  bid  of  the  Sacramento  Elec- 
tric, Gas  &  Railway  Company  for  the  annexed  territory  was 
accepted  and  a  franchise  granted. 

ROSSLAND,  B.  C. — A  representative  of  the  Westinghouse 
Company  of  Pittsburg  has  been  on  the  ground  figuring  on  the 
electrification  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  between  Cas- 
telgar  and  Rossland. 

TACOMA,  WASH.— The  franchise  of  the  Seattle-Tacoma 
Short  Line  Company  will  be  extended  until  January  10,  1914, 
provided  the  company  will  agree  to  expend  at  least  $20,000 
in  Pierce  county  within  six  months. 

WENATCHEE,  WASH.— The  Wenatchee  Valley  Railway 
&  Power  Company  has  acquired  a  franchise  over  the  roads 
of  the  Wenatchee  valley.  It  is  expected  that  the  line  between 
here  and  Leavenworth  will  be  in  operation  next  fall. 

LOS  ANGELES,  CAL.— Following  the  completion  of  the 
Van  Nuys  line,  the  Pacific  Electric  will  take  up  the  task  of 
broad-gauging  the  present  narrow-gauge  line  to  San  Pedro 
from  Gardena.  By  use  of  the  new  Redondo  cutoff  between 
Gardena  and  Los  Angeles  a  second  all  broad  gauge  line  will 
be  ready  for  operation  from  city  to  the  harbor. 
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CORNING,  CAL— The  applicatioa  of  F.  S.  Risley  of 
Seattle,  representing  the  International  Mono-rail  Company, 
has  asked  for  a  franchise  to  enter  the  city  of  Corning.  The 
trustees  have  taken  the  matter  under  advisement.  The  route 
outside  of  the  towns  will  be  over  private  rights  of  way. 

PASADENA,  CAL.— The  City  Clerk  will  receive  sealed 
bids  up  to  January  9th  for  the  purchase  of  a  thirty  year 
franchise  for  an  electric  railroad  along  Washington  street, 
from  North  Lake  avenue  to  eastern  city  boundary.  After  a 
period  of  nineteen  years  the  city  may  acquire  the  road  by 
condemning    or    any    legal    procedure. 

OAKLAND,  CAL. — Plans  are  being  prepared  for  the  ter- 
minal buildings  of  the  Oakland  and  Antioch  Railway,  to  be 
erected  on  the  block  at  Fortieth  and  Opal  streets,  and  Shat- 
ter avenue.  Work  will  begin  on  the  construction  of  the 
buildings  shortly  after  the  first  of  the  year,  and  be  com- 
pleted with  the  completion  of  the  line  into  Oakland,  which 
will  be  July  1  of  next  year. 

SEATTLE,  WASH. — Bids  will  be  received  by  the  Board 
of  Public  Works  until  10  a.  m.  January  12  for  the  construction 
of  the  track  of  Division  A  of  the  municipal  electric  car  line 
from  Stewart  street  and  Third  avenue  to  Salmon  Bay.  The 
estimated  cost  is  $80,000.  Plans  may  be  had  of  H.  R.  Dimock, 
city  engineer.  Superintendent  of  Public  Utilities  A.  L.  Val- 
entine reports  to  the  council  that  15  cars  will  be  necessary  to 
equip  the  proposed  municipal  railway.  His  report  contains  a 
rt-commendation  that  single  end  cars  be  used. 

STOCKTON,  CAL.— Andrew  McCormick,  an  extensive 
cattle  and  land  owner  in  San  Joaquin  and  the  southern  mines 
country  for  thirty  years,  has  been  elected  president  of  the 
Stockton  Terminal  and  Eastern  Railroad.  The  other  officers 
of  the  road  are  F.  J.  Detrich,  vice-president;  E.  F.  Davis, 
treasurer;  Robert  F.  Burns,  secretary,  and  J.  E.  Adams, 
traffic  manager.  The  road  is  owned  by  the  shareholders  of 
the  United  Investment  Company,  which  also  owns  and  con- 
trols large  gravel  and  macadam  rock  properties  at  Jenny 
Lind. 


TELEPHONE  AND  TELEGRAPH. 

GARDNERVILLE,  NEV. — The  United  Farmers'  Telephone 
&  Telegraph  Company  has  applied  for  a  franchise  to  construct 
a  telephone  and  telegraph  lines  in  certain  parts  of  the  Jounty 
of  Douglas,  State  of  Nevada.  The  petition  will  be  heard  Jan- 
uary 15th. 

PASADENA,  CAL. — The  war  between  the  city  and  the 
Pacific  Telephone  &  Telegraph  Company,  which  has  occupied 
the  attention  of  all  the  courts  in  the  State  for  many  years, 
has  ended  with  the  corporation  agreeing  to  pay  $31,030,  which 
the  city  demanded  as  a  condition  precedent  to  the  considera- 
tion of  a  franchise. 

WILLOWS,  CAL.— At  a  meeting  of  the  stockholders  of 
the  Glenn  County  Telephone  Company  a  board  of  directors 
was  elected  as  follows:  Andrew  Kaiser  of  Germantown; 
George  Ellis  of  Elk  Creek;  M.  Ossinbriggin  of  Butte  City; 
C.  L.  Donohoe,  and  H.  J.  Barceloux  of  Willows.  The  officers 
are:  W.  H.  Travis,  general  manager;  A.  S.  Lindstrom,  secre- 
tary, and  H.  J.  Barceloux,  president.  The  capital  stock  of  the 
company  was  doubled.  It  increased  from  $100,000  to  $200,- 
000.  The  company  is  now  arranging  to  enter  San  Francisco, 
Oakland,  Berkeley  and  Sacramento  over  the  Postal  wire. 

TACOMA,  WASH.— The  Tacoma  and  Bellingham  ex- 
changes of  the  Home  Telephone  Company  have  been  consoli- 
dated with  the  Sunset  exchanges  in  the  two  cities.  The  Sun- 
set company  became  actual  owner  of  the  Tacoma  and  Bel- 
lingham branches  of  the  Home  Telephone  Company  of  Puget 
Sound  on  December  21,  when  the  sale  at  public  auction  was 
confirmed  by  Federal  Judge  Rudkin.  The  sum  of  $483,000 
was  in  the  bank  to  conclude  the  exchange  of  monies.  The  up- 
set price  paid  10  days  ago  was  $67,000,  the  total  being  $550,- 
000.    By  energetic  work  the  Sunset  company  has  succeeded  in 


connecting  up  the  1400  exclusive  subscribers  to  the  "Home" 
system  in  Tacoma,  providing  the  necessary  cables  and  equip- 
ment in  the  Tacoma  office  so  that  the  consolidation  can  go 
into  immediate  effect.  The  automatic  instruments  will  be 
used,  without  the  automatic  features  and  will  be  replaced  as 
rapidly  as  possible  with   Sunset  instruments. 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL.— Confirmation  has  been  given  to 
reports  that  the  Postal  Telegraph  Company  will  enter  the 
telephone  field.  Preparations,  it  is  said,  were  begun  six 
months  ago  for  this  service,  by  the  leasing  of  wires  or  agree- 
ments for  an  exchange  of  traffic  with  independent  companies 
operating  on  the  Pacific  Coast.  Radical  reductions  from  pres- 
ent rates  are  planned,  according  to  Postal  officials.  From 
San  ITrancisco  to  Sacramento  the  rate  will  be  25  cents  for 
ten  minutes;  from  San  Francisco  to  Reno,  50  cents  for  the 
first  minute;  from  San  Francisco  to  Salt  Lake  City,  $1.50  for 
five  minutes;  from  Salt  Lake  to  Reno  the  charge  will  be  $1 
for  the  first  minute;  from  Salt  Lake  to  Sacramento,  $1.35. 
J.  G.  Blake,  general  superintendent  for  the  Pacific  division  of 
the  Postal  company,  states  that  the  company's  plans  for  tel- 
ephone service  throughout  the  coast  region  were  rapidly 
Hearing  completion  and  that  the  service  would  be  inau- 
gurated at  an  early  date.  The  arrangements  made  by  the 
Postal  company  include  an  exchange  of  wire  traffic  with 
the  United  States  Long  Distance  Company,  operating  in 
Southern  California,  and  with  the  Santa  Barbara  Telephone 
Company,  which  covers  Santa  Barbara  county.  Wires  of  the 
Interstate  Consolidated  Company  between  Seattle  and  Spo- 
kane have  been  leased.  Postal  officials  state;  also  wires 
of  the  Home  Telephone  Company  of  Southern  Oregon  be- 
tween Ashland  and   Portland. 


WATERWORKS. 

SUTHERLIN,  ORE.— Sutherlin  has  voted  $30,000  bonds 
for  a  modern  waterworks  system. 

MORGAN  HILL,  CAL.— Sealed  bids  will  be  received  up  to 
December  30,  1911,  for  the  construction  of  a  water  system  for 
said  town  and  for  iron  pipe  for  same. 

POCATELLO,  IDAHO.— Preston  voted  $75,000  bonds  for 
the  construction  of  a  municipal  water  plant;  the  new  system 
is  to  include  21  miles  of  pipe  with  gravity  pressure. 

EVERETT,  WASH.— The  Everett  Railway,  Light  & 
Water  Company's  big  reservoir  will  be  in  service  within  two 
months.  This  new  storage  basin  is  designed  to  hold  10,000,- 
000  gallons. 

WAPATO,  WASH.— The  bid  of  Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co., 
in  the  sum  of  $7497  for  installing  the  pumping  plant  and 
pump  house  and  reservoirs  for  the  municipal  water  system, 
has  been  accepted. 

MADERA,  CAL. — Acting  on  the  advice  of  City  Engineer 
Keays,  the  City  Trustees  refuse  to  accept  the  new  municipal 
water  plant  of  F.  C.  Roberts  until  further  tests  are  made 
and  it  is  proved  beyond  doubt  that  the  wells  are  up  to  the 
specifications. 

MONMOUTH,  ORE. — There  were  but  two  bids  received 
for  the  construction  of  the  Monmouth  water  system  bids.  G. 
Jaeger  of  Rich  Hill,  Missouri,  will  put  in  the  system  for 
$13,450,  and  Welton,  Kibbe  &  Cochran  of  Portland,  Ore.,  offers 
to  put  it  in  for  $13,880.  Bids  were  laid  over  until  the  next 
regular  meeting  for  consideration. 

WILLOWS,  CAL. — Fifty  thousand  dollars  has  been  paid 
out  to  property  holders  of  the  Newville  section  for  options 
on  property  for  the  dam  site  and  lake  site  for  the  great 
Newville  irrigation  project.  In  addition  to  this,  options  have 
been  taken  on  several  thousand  acres  of  land  along  the  pro- 
posed canal,  which  will  hug  the  foothill  section  west  of  Wil- 
lows. It  is  said  that  water  can  be  used  twice  for  power 
generating  before  it  passed  into  the  irrigation  canals.  A 
party  with  engineers  will  be  brought  to  the  valley  by  L.  W. 
Warmoth,  the  Paskenta  promoter  of  the  project,  to  take  a 
final  look  at  the  territory. 
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